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CONSTAANTINE AS MICHAEL.

By Dr. THoMmASs.

ONSTANTINE as the military chief-
tain of the Catholic Chuich which

| the Deity had predetermined should
have the rule instead of the Pagan
Pliesthood, is styled in the prophecy ho
ichael, the Michael—that is, the Michael of
the situation. This name is Hebrew in a
Greek dress. The Hebrew is 1esolvable
into three words put interrogatively, as M3,
who ; cah, like ; atl, power? Or, who like
that power divinely energised to cast the
Pagan Dragon, surnamed the Diabolos and
the Satan, out of the Roman heaven?
There was no contemporary power under
this Sixth Seal that was able to contend
successfully against it. Hence Constantine,
as the instrument of the Deity in the devel-
opment of his purpose, is styled “the
Michael.” He was not personally the
Michael, or, Jirst of the chief princes”
spoken of in Dan. x. 13, nor the Michael
termed in Dan. xii. 1, “the great Prince
who standeth for the children of Daniel’s
people ;” but for the time being he filled
the office that will hereafter be more
potently and gloriously illustrated by the
Great Prince from heaven, who will bind
the dragon and shut him down in the abyss
for a thousand years (Apoc. xx. 2-3). The
militant missions of Constantine and the
Great Prince, Jesus Christ, are similar, but

l

not identical. The power of the Deity was
with Constantine, as it was with Nebuchad-
nezzar, Cyrus, Alexander, and the first
Napoleon ; while Christ is the great power
of the Deity corporealized. Constantine
was to rule all the nations of the Roman
Habitable with an iron sceptre from the
time he attained supreme power till he died,
which was about fourteen years. Christ
Jesus and his brethren are to rule all the
nations of the globe with an iron sceptre for
a thousand years (Apoc. xix. 15 ; ii. 26, 27).
Constantine stood up with Catﬁmlics, and
for them and Christians, against the Pagan
Dragon. Christ Jesus will stand up for the
saints, and with them, against the Catholic
Dragon and Beasts whom he will bind and
destroy. Thus the word parallelizes the
greater and the less in their military
antagonism to the powers hostile to the
Divine Name. It may, therefoie, be fairly
admitted that in his military career against
the Dragon, Constantine was a fypical
Michael—typical of that Michael who shall
stand up in the resurrection period, and
bring all the nations of mankind into sub-
jection to his almighty power.

But the Michael, Constantine, was not
alone in his wars. There were associated
with him “his angels.” Angels are agents
employed to execute the will and pleasure
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2 CONSTANTINE AS MICHAEL.

of those who commission them. They may
be mortal or immortal agents, and hold
their commission of the Deity or of men.
In the prophecy, the Divine power, or AIL,
commissioned certain mortal agents, known
as Constantine and his adherents', to cast
the Dragon and his adherents out of the
Roman Heaven. The same power that co-
worked with Constantine co-operated with
his retainers. They were, therefore, the
Michael-power and 1iis angels—the corrupt
and militant class of the Woman’s children.

“ dnd there was war in the heaven.”
“ Whereer the scene is laid,” saith Daubuz,
truly, ‘“heaven signifies, symbolically, the
ruling power or government; that is, the
whole assembly of the ruling powers, which,
in respect of the subjects, or earth, are a
political heaven, being over and ruling the
subjects, as the natural heaven stands over
and rules the earth ; so thataccording to the
subject is the term to be limited.” The
scene is laid in ““ the whole habitable of the
Dragon;” hence ‘the heaven” in the
prophecy signifies the whole assembly of the
ruling powers of the Roman Dragon. This
being the subject of the prophecy, the term
must be limited to the official region of the
Roman world.

In the Roman Heaven, then, there was to
be war. There had already been a war there ;
that namely, between Licinius and Maximin.
But this could not be the war predicted ;
for, although Maximin was defeated, he
was not cast out by Licinius; having
died in office and from disease: neither
were Licinius and his adherents ¢ the
Michael and his angels.” The chief differ-
ence between Licinius and Maximin was,
that the former was a hypocritical and cruel
politician and pagan ; while the latter was
all this and more ferocious, but without the
hypocrisy. No ; the particular war predicted
was to be waged between ¢ the Michael ’
and the Dragon; and not to reach its final
termination until the place of ¢ the Dragon
and his angels ”” should be ¢ found no more
in the beaven.” Constantine took no part
in the war against Maximin, being engaged
in checking the incursions of the Franks
across the Rhine.

Since the death of Maximin, Licinius by
his patronage of * the gods of his ancestors,”
and his hatred, ill-concealed, of Constantine
and the Catholics, came to be represented

from A.p. 314 to A.p. 324, by the Dragon-
tail which “drew the third part of the stars
of the heaven ” (verse 4). 1 say from a.p.
314, because previously to this date he was
the chief luminary of two-thirds ; of his own
Illyrian third, and of Maximin’s Asiatic
third which he acquired by his death. Now,
he was reduced from a tail, or_following, of
two-thirds to one third of the stars of the
Roman firmament by a war with Constantine.

A year had scarcely elapsed after the
death of Maximin, before Constantine and
Licinius turned their arms against each
other. This was a war, but not the war
predicted. It was a war for the develop-
ment of the Dragon’s tail— the tail end of
the pagan dragon power. The character
of Licinius was perfidious. He secretly
fomented a conspiracy against the authority
of Constantine. But this vigilant ruler
discovered it before it was ripe for execution.
Licinius haughtily refused the extradition of
the criminals who had sought refuge in
Illyricum. This confirmed the suspicions of
Constantine ; who, without further loss of
time in the interchanges of diplomacy,
marched against him with twenty thousand
men.  Licinius met him near Cibalis in
Pannonia with thirty-five thousand. Licinius
was defeated with a loss of twenty thousand.
After this he retreated, but halted in the
plain of Mardia in Thrace, where he
determined to hazard another battle. This
was no less obstinate and bloody than the
former ; the troops on both sides displayed
the same valour and discipline ; bul the
superior abilities of the Woman’s Son again
decided the fortune of the day in his favour.
The loss of two batiles, and of his bravest
veterans, reduced the fierce spirit of Licinius
to sue for peace. His situation was almost
desperate. Constantine, however, consented
to retain him in ¢ the heaven,” but with a
dominion considerably reduced. He left
him in possession of a third part of the
Roman Habitable, consisting of Thrace,
Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt; now com-
prehended in Modern Turkey; but the
provinces of Pannonia, Dalmatia, Dacia,
Macedonia, and Greece, the other third,
were annexed to the Western Empire ; so
that the dominions of Constantine now
extended over two-thirds, from the con-
fines of Caledonia to the extremity of
Peloponnesus.

17"
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Thus terminated this war in the heaven.
It had reduced the dominion of the pasan
element ; but had not given the Woman’s
Son rule over all the nations of the habitable,
nor had it cast the great red dragon and his
angels out. The overthrow of Maxentius,
with whom Maximin was allied, that is, the
birth of the Woman’s Son ; left the earth
and the sea’ in the possession of Licinius
and Maximin: who, in relation to ¢ the
inhabiters of the earth and sea,” constituted
*rHE DiaBoros.” The signs of the times
convinced them, that the pagan political
power was doomed to speedy extinction,
unless its fall could be arrested by the over-
throw of the Catholic party and its military
chief This they were determined to com-
pass if possible. Hence, the two wars in
the heaven, which brought “ Woe to the
inhabiters of the earth and sea : because the
diabolos had come down (from Italy where
he had reigned before the defeat of Max-
entius) unto them, having great wrath,
because he knoweth that he hath but a
short time ” (verse 12). This ““ short time”
was a period of about twelve years ; that is,
from 4.D. 312 to A.D. 324, when Constantine
became sole emperor of the Roman world.

The recent treaty of peace between the
Drabolos-emperor, Licinius, and the Woman’s
Son, Constantine, maintained the tranquillity
of the empire above eight years. A very
regular series of imperial laws commences
about the period of this treaty, the most
important of which were intimately con-
nected with the new system of policy and
religion, which was not perfectly established
till the last and peaceful years of his reign.

In the exalted state of glory to which he
had attained a.p. 323, it was impossible
that Constantine should any longer endure
a partner in the empire. Confiding in the
superiority of his genius and military power,
he determined to exert them for the ejection
of “the dragon and his angels out of the
heaven.” For this purpose he commenced
the war predicted m the seventh verse.
Licinius prepared himself for the contest,
collected the forces of his Eastern Third,
the “ Angels” of his power, and soon filled
the plains of Adrianople with one hundred
and fifty thousand foot, and fifteen thousand
horse ; and the straits of Hellespont with a
fleet of three hundred and fifty galleys of
three ranks of oars. The trooys of Constan-

tine, the Michael of the situa,tllon, amounted
to a hundred and twenty thousand horse
and foot. Constantine’s naval preparations
were in every respect much inferior to those
of Licinius. They did not exceed two
hundred small vessels. With this naval
preponderance he might have carried an
offensive war into the centre of his rival’s
dominions, and so have changed the whole
face of it. But the prudence of Licinius
was at fault in contending with ¢ the
Michael and his angels,” whose attack he
awaited in a fortified camp near Adrianople.
Constantine’s advance from Thessalonica was
arrested by the broad and rapid Hebrus,
the steep ascent from which to the city was
filled by the army of Licinius. Here were
now assembled Licinius and Martinianus,
whom he had made Cwmsar, “the kings of
the earth, and the great men,’and the rich
men, and the chiliarchs (chiefs of a thousand
men) and the mighty men, and every bond-
man, and every freeman” (Apoc. vi. 15).
This was the great day of the Lamb’s wrath
upon the pagan dragon-tail, and the third
part of the stars of the Roman firmament
that followed it “The Michael and his
angels,” the executioners of the Lamb’s
wrath, ¢ waged war against the Dragon.”
Many days were spent in doubtful and
distant skirmishes ; bunt at length the
obstacles of the passage and the attack were
removed by the intrepid conduct of Constan-
tine. Zosimus, an historian who was the
partial enemy of his fame, relates a wonder-
ful exploit of Constantine. He says that
the valiant emperor threw himself into the
Hebrus, accompanied only by twelve horse-
men, and that by the effort or terror of his
invincible arm, he broke, slaughtered, and
put to flight a host of one hundred and
fifcy thousand men. Other causes combined
to develop this result; for while he was
perplexing Licinius with his artful evolu-
tions, a hody of five thousand archers
deployed from a thick wood in his rear, and
made it necessary for him to take up a new
position in the plain. The advantage of
position being lost, the contest was no longer
equal. < The Dragon fought, and his angels,
but prevailed not.” His confused multitude
of new levies was easily vanquished by ¢ the
Michael,” and his experienced veterans of
the West  Thirty-four thousand of the
Dragon’s forces were slain ; their fortified
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4 CONSTANTINE AS MICHAEL.

camp was taken by assault on the even-
ing of the battle. The greater part of the
fugitives hid themselves in the dens and
in the rocks of the mountains.” The logic
of their flicht hither was that they might
hide from the conqueror ; and the language
of it was, «“ Fall on us, and hide us from the
JSace of him that sittesh on the throne” (Apoc.
vi. 16). Next day they came forth from
their hiding places, and surrendered them-
selves to the discretion of the victor.

OUR BROTHER AT REST.

.
He rests : no sorrow mars his brow,

He sleeps in Christ a little while ;
His race is run, ’'tis over now,

He waits henceforth the Master’s smile.

His night of sorrows now is o’er,

For him its cares and toils have ceased ;.
They trouble not the sleeper more,

He is from all their griefs released.

The seed upon the wide world cast
By him in patience, yet shall yield

Its truitful harvest; though is pass’d
The humble worker from the field.

We sorrow not as otheis do,

‘Who have no hope of life beyond ;
He will come forth to life anew,

And to the Father’s will respond.

He pities all His children, who
Look unto Him in time of need ;
His love is faithful, firm, and true,
To-such as with Him humbly plead.

~--A, W.C.

“Qut, out brief candie !

Life’s but a walking shadow ; a poor player,
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage,
And then is heard no more.” —Shnkespeare.

[No: notlife, but human life. Life is eternal in
God, and He will give it back to those who p'ease
Him, How we can do this has been revealed. See
he apistolic writings.—R. R.]

JEwIsH MECHANICS IN JERUSALEM.—‘I have a
list, not quite complete, before me which I caused
to be made up recently of the number of Jewish
mechanics in Jerusalem, which may interest those
who have this question under consideration. It is
as follows : Jomners. 367 ; tailors, 290 ; shoemakers,
288 ; blacksmiths, 50 ; coppersmiths 20; tinsmiths,
89 ; goldsmiths, 71 ; watchmakers, 22 ; bookbiunders,
82; olive wood-workers, 72: wo d-carvers, 18 ;
masons, 112 ; stonecutters 92; quairymen, 28 ;
painters, 31; upholsterers, 65 ; stocking-knitters 35;
millers, 30 ; printers, 44 ; scribes, §7 ; parchment
makers, 13 ; weavers, 20 ; bakers, 64 ; gardeners,
17 ; brushmakers, 20 ; Jacks-of-all-trades 62.
Total, 2,019.”—Correspondent, Jewish Chronicle.

Live the creed you profess, or it will mock
you at last.

Ir the rich shivered when the poor were cold,
the poor would have plenty of clothes.

‘DocrrINEs oF DEMONS.”—The Whitsuntide
holidays took a number of pilgrims to Holywell, and
on Sunday morning (says the Machesler Quardian)
a picturesque scene was witnessed in High Street.
It was headed by a cross-bearer aud acolytes, after
whom walked a number of youug girls attired in
virginal white, with diaphanous tulle veils. In the
procession were also carried statues of St Winefride
and the Virgin Mary, and a number of painted
banners, one depicting the martyrdom of Winefride
by Prince Caradoc. The majority of the pilgrims
who followed were members of the Guild of Rausom,
and wore their shield badges Upon arrival in the
square at the top of the town a circle was formed in
front of the King's Arms Hotel. At the head of
the circle appeared the statue of St. Winefride,
carried on the shoulders of four stalwart young
men, and on either side of it was a row of choir and
altar boys in red and blue cassocks. ¢‘ Father”
Fletcher, standing in the centre of the circle bare-
headed, recited a prayer for the conversion of Eng-
land ; and then, accompanicd by several other
priests, took up a position in front of the statue of
St. Winefride and recited a portion of the Rosary,
after which the hymn ‘ Hail ! Queen of Heaven”
was sung to a cornet accompaniment.

‘““FATHER IGNATIUS " AND THE DEVIL.—A news-
paper ccrrespondent says: ‘‘ The congregations at
St. Sepu'chre’s, Holb:rn, and St. Andrew’s by the
Wardrobe, at mid-day this Lent, when ¢ Father
Ignatius’ has preached, have been enormous. At
the latter church, after a fervid extempore prayer,
he preached on the strong man armed keeping his
palace. He said : ‘ Gentlemen, you seldom hear in
these days of the personality of the Devil, yet this
Book (striking the Bible), which needs no justifica-
tion from me, contains his history, whicl is the very
raison d'etre of the existence of Christianity.
[Fancy, Christianity made for *the Devil’!]
While, however, the Devil is seldom mentioned in
our churches, he is openly worshipped in Europe
and America, When, too, you read Sir Edwin
Arnold’s accounts of Buddhist priests you are not
reading the history of men, but of men inspired by
demons described by St. Paul as the powers of the
air.” That, he said, it rightly understood—[Ah,
what is the right understanding ?]—explained many
of the worst crimes such as disgraced the West Eund.
Men were not so bad as they seemed, but were
possessed of the Evil One. [A miost convenient
scape-goat is the Devil!] He then in ecstatic
language besought any possessed by the strong man
to yield themselves to the influence of one stronger
than he, the man Christ Jesus. In conclusion the
¢ Father ’+said that he should like to preach oftener
in churches, but he was obliged to pay his way in
the great work in which he was engaged in Wales,
aud while he easily got five shillings for a seat at
Portman Rooms, the collections at churches were a
disgrace.” [Well. you know, the congregations are
“not so Dbad they are possessed of the
Evil One,” and you cannot expect him to allow
them to pay five shillings each te aid ‘‘Father
Ignatins " in antagonising him 1]
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THE MINISTRY OF THE PROPHETS;

Tur Work aAND WRITINGS oF THOSE wWHO CAME AFTER MOSES 1x THE DiviNe
GUIDANCE OF THE NATION OF ISRAEL

CHAPTER VIII.

N the seventh chapter of the book of
Isaiah, we commence a section of his
prophecy which runs in a connected
manner to the end of the twelfth

chapter, and has been called “The Book
of Immanuel.” It dealsin a wonderful and
comprehensive manner with the fortunes of
Israel from the days of Ahaz, King of
Judah, to the enthronement of the Holy
One in the midst of Zion (xii. 6). The
Holy One there enthroned amidst shout-
ings of rejoicing and salvation is, of course,
the Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle Peter,
speaking of this time, exhorts the brethren
to endure the fiery trial of their faith with
the glorious end in view : the salvation of
their lives (1 Pet. i. 9); and adds, *Of
which salvation the prophets have enquired
and searched diligently, who prophesied of
the grace that should come unto you, search-
ing what, or what manner of time, the Spirit
of Christ which was in them did signify,
when it testified beforehand the sufferings
of Christ, and the glory that should follow.”
Again, in his second epistle, exhorting
“those of like precious faith ” to  be mind-
ful of the words which were spoken before
by the holy prophets,” he says : « Beloved,
be not ignorant of this one thing, that one
day is with the Lord as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day.” Bearing
these exhortations in mind, and having
“ senses exercised by reason of use,” we are
enabled in great measure to understand the
words of the prophets, which, though often
enigmatical in form, are nevertheless “a
light that shineth in a dark place.”

In enquiring “ what manner of time ” the
Spirit of Christ signifies we must, of course,
enquire concerning the time and circum-
stances under which the word was given.
Apart from a study of the history of the
case, we might conclude from this section of
Isaiah that Ahaz was a good king, and be
disconcerted somewhat at the judgments
denounced upon him. Isaiah vii. opens
thus: ‘“ And it came to pass in the days of
Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah,
King of Judah, that Rezin, the King of

Syria, and Pekah, the son of Remaliah,
King of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem
to war against it, but could not prevail
against it. And it was told the house of
David, saying, Syria is confederate with
Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and
the beart of his people, as the trees of the
wood are moved with the wind.” We read
in 2 Kings xv. 30 that « Hoshea, the son of
Elah, made a conspiracy against Pekah, the
son of Remaliah, and smote him and slew
him, and reigned in his stead, in the
twentieth year of Jotham, the son of Uzziah”
—that is, twenty years after he began to
reign, for in verse 33 it is said (as also in
2 Chron. xxvii. 1) that *‘ he reigned sixteen
years in Jerusalem. This would make the
death of Pekah happen in the fourth year
of the reign of Ahaz. There were more
incursions than one of “yria and Ephraim
in the days of Ahaz. The troublous times
spoken of in Tsa. vii. 1-2 had to do with his
early years, and the *“evil counsel” of the
confederate kings of Syria and Israel was,
“ Let us go up against Judah and vex it,
and let us make a breach therein for us,
and set a king in the midst of i, even the
son of Tabeal.” These circumstances and
this time were deemed fitting by God for a
further exhibition to * the house of David,”
to Ephraim, Syria, and those of the Gentiles
to whom the word of His grace should
afterwards come, of His eternal purpose
concerning Judah and Jerusalem, and the
throne of David in the hands of Immanuel,
the Holy One and Kine of His appoint-
ment.

The phrase *‘the house of David” of
verses 2 and 13 is peculiar, and not acci-
dental—not a poetic flourish putin by * the
will of man.” It imports that the matter
before us was not personal to Ahaz (who
was nol the type of man God honours with
revelations), but was national and far-
reaching in its bearing and developments.
Ahagz, the son of Jotham, we learn from the
parallel accounts in 2 Kings and 2 Chron.,
came to the throne at the early age of twenty
years, reigned sixteen years, died leaving
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6 THE MINISTRY OF THE PROPHETS.

behind him a bad record, and was buried in
Jerusalem but not in the sepulchres of the
Kings. A glance at his history makes the
understanding of this section of Isaiah
clear. ¢ He walked in the way of the Kings
of Israel, yea and made his son pass through
the fire, according to the abominations of
the heathen, whom the Lord cast out from
before the children of Israel. And he sac-
rificed and burnt incense in the high places,
and on the hills, and under every green tree.
Then Rezin, King of Syria, and Pekah, son
of Remaliah, King of Israel, came up to
Jerusalem to war: and they besieced Ahaz,
but could not overcome him ” (2 Kings xvi.
3-5). Later, however, Judah was smitten
with great slaughter before Rezin and Pekah,
and Zichri a mighty man of Ephraim (2
Chron. xxviii.), and “lsrael carried away
captive of their brethren 200,000, women,
sons and daughters, and took also away
much spoil from them and brought the spoil
to Samaria.” It was on this occasion that
the prophet Oded rebuked Israel on behalf
of the captives, telling them of their own
sins,and so influenced the princes of Ephraim
that ¢ they rose up and took the captives,
and with the spoil clothed all that were
naked among them, and arrayed them and
shod them, and gave them to eat and to
drink, and anointed them, and carried all
the feeble of them upon asses, and brought
them to Jericho, the city of palm trees, to
their brethren,” and then returned to Sama-
ria. Untouched by this beautiful and
striking interposition of God on behalf of
Judah, and being further harassed by the
Edomites and Philistines, Ahaz hired help
of Tiglath-Pileser, King of Assyria, spoiling
the temple to provide the means. Tiglath-
Pileser accordingly took Damascus, and slew
Rezin. Ahaz went to Damascus to meet his
victorious ally. While there he was struck
with the pattern of a certain altar, and sent
the design to Jerusalem to Urijah the priest,
who had a facsimile ready against the king’s
return. On his return, Ahaz displaced the
brazen altar, and set up the idolatrous crea-
tion in its place, reserving the brazen altar
to “enquire by.” He was ‘undeterred by
the example of his ancestor Uzziah, and
“ trespassing yet more,” ‘“sacrificed unto
the gods of Damascus which smote him : and
he said, Because the gods of the kings of
Syria help them, therefore will I sacrifice to

them that they may help me. But they were
the ruin of him and of all Israel ” (2 Chron.
xxviii. 23). His further desecration of the
holy things, destruction of the vessels, clo-
sing the doors of the temple, and multiplying
altars in every corner of Jerusalem, are
described in the histories of Kings and
Chronicles. Such was the character of the
king in whose days Isaiah, Oded, Micah,
and Hosea ministered ‘“the word of the
Lord” in messages of indignation and
judgment, blended with promise of mercy
for ¢ the latter days.” .

In the time of trouble pertaining to the
invasion of Judah by Syria and Ephraim,
Isaiah is commissioned by God to meet
King Ahaz at a certain spot and calm his
fears. A writer of repute has inferred from
this that Isaiah must have been of the seed
royal. But the conclusion is not justifiable:
Amos penetrated into the King’s Court at
Bethel, though originally but a herdman
and gatherer of sycamore fruit, and he ex-
cused his presence and message by direct
reference to the command of God (Amos vii.
13-15). The fact is, that of Isaiah’s extrac-
tion and personal history we know little or
nothing beyond the word or two of chapter
i. 1, which describes him as “the son of
Amoz.” It is evidently not designed that
we should know in these days. If it please
Grod to let us take place with “all the pro-
phets ” in His glorious kingdom we may
hereafter know much. Meanwhile, personal
curiosity is baffled, and attention directed to
the message rather than the messenger. The
divine command was: ¢ Go forth now to meet
Ahaz, thou and Shear-jashub (Remnant-
sholl-return), thy son, at the' end of the
conduit of the upper pool in the highway
of the fullers field "—(that is, to the point
where the besiegers were against the city,
and where afterwards Sennacherib’s blas-
phemous captain challenged the God of Israel
to deliver Jerusalem—chap. xxxvi. 2). “Go
forth and say unto him, Take heed
and be quiet; fear not, neither be faint-
hearted for the two' tails of these smoking
firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with
Syria, and of the son of Remaliah "—and
the message recounts their policy of over-
throwing the Kingdom of David and found-
ing a new dynasty, and resumes, verse 7—
“ Thus saith the Lord God, it shall not stand,
neither shall it come to pass. For the head
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of Syria is Damascus, and the head of
Damascus is Rezin, and within three score
and five years shall Ephraim be broken that
it be not a people. And the head of Ephraim
is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is
Remaliah’s son. If ye will not believe,
surely ye shall not be established.” There
are heads and heads: the Apostle Paul,
speaking of a certain matter, says: «I
would have you know that the head of every
man is Christ and the head of
Christ is God.” Here were ceitain powers
in the Lord’s land—Immanuel’s land—be-
sieging “ the city of the Great King.” Their
relation to the Heap of all was that of His
briefly tolerated instruments of chastisement.
Of Ephraim’s follies the Spirit of God in
the prophes Hosea speaks expressly : “They
have set up kings but not by me: vhey have
made princes and I knew it not: of their
silver and their gold have they made them
idols that they may be cut off ” (Hos. viii.
4). The divine estimation of and sentence
against these self appointed “heads” in
threatening array against the Kingdom of
David is thus presented to Ahaz by Isaiah.
They were simply “two tails ”—¢ the two
tails of these smoking firebrands.” They
would not, like Immanuel, be “ plucked from
the burning ” (Zech. iii. 2), bus would pass
away in the consumption decreed of God for
all the seed of theserpent. Less than sixty-
five years saw the fall of both Syria and
Ephraim, Rezin having been slain by
Tiglath-Pileser, and Pekah by Hoshea. Syria
became a province of Assyria, and Samaria,
in the .ixth year of Hezekiah, which was
the ninth of Hoshea, fell befere Shalmaneser,
and thus the ten-tribed kingdom of Ephraim
passed away for ever.

«“ Moreover the Lord spake again to Ahaz,
saying, Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God,
ask it in either the depth or the height
above. But Abaz said, I will not ask,
neither will I tempt the Lord. And he
said, Hear ye now O house of David: Is it
a small thing for you to weary men, but
will ye weary my God also? Therefore the
Lord himself shall give you a sign:—

Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear

a son,

And shall call his name TMMANUEL,

Butter and honey shall he eat,

That he iay know to refuse the evil and

choose the good.

For before the child shall know to refuse
the evil and choose the good, the land thou
abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her

kings.” This was to be a sign fo the house’

of Dawid, net to Ahaz personally. He had
expressly refused the invitation of God to
ask a sign. He would be dead and gone
seven hundred years and more before Im-
manuel’s days. Hostile criticism, rejecting
Jesus, fixes on Ahaz and his time, and asks
with an air of triumph, How much of a sign
was the birth of Jesus to him? But such
criticism has to wrest the Scripture to even
appear to snatch a victory. The words of
the prophet altogether exclude such rigid
personal construction. Jewish rejectors of
Jesus (in their very rejection and “ abhor-
ring” fulfilling the later words of the
prophet), have exhausted their ingenuity in
unsuccessful endeavour to expound the sign
apart from him. Emphasising the fact that
the definite article appears in the Hebrew
(*“the virgin,” not “a virgin,” see R.V.),
and altering “virgin”’ to ‘ young woman,”
they have even striven to prove that
¢ Hezekiah King of Judah” was the man of
sign in question! But it is ‘“hard to kick
against the pricks.” Hezekiah, though a
worthy king, and a pleasant contrast with
idolatrous Ahaz,was no such sign to the house
of David. He was nota virgin’s son. He was
not “God with” Israel, neither did Syria
and Ephraim fall before he knew ¢ to refuse
the evil and choose the good.” But in the
face of the New Testament Scriptures it were
vain to follow too closely such desperately
ingenious struggles to get rid of the
authorityof God’s Anointed, Matt. i. 22, 23,
concerning “the birth of Jesus Christ” is
all suflicient : “ Now all this was done that
it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the
Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold a virgin
shall be with child, and shall bring forth a
son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel,
which, being interpreted is, God with us.”
As to the definite article, the reason and
propriety of its appearance may be gathered
from Mary’s answer to the salutation of the
angel Gabriel (Luke i.38): “Behold thre hand-
maid of the Lord, be it unto me accord-
ing to thy word.” This was a recoguition
of her honoured position as ke virgin” of
Isaiah’s prophecy—¢ the handmaid of the
Lord 7 (Ps. Ixxxvi. 16; oxvi. 16) as much
present to the mind of God from the begin-
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8 THE MINISTRY OF THE PROPHETS.

ning of His purpose, as was her illustrious
Son. As to the proposition to alter the ren-
dering of the word almah, it is entirely un-
warrantable. The matter was to be “a
sign,” a * wonder,” and the usage of the
term in indisputable and expressly defined
cases of virginity as in Gen. xxiv. 43
(Rebececa), and Ex. ii. 8 {the sister of Moses),
justifies the received translation. Further,
the necessities of the case from the very
earliest promise of God (Gen. iii. 15), that
the seed of the woman should bruise the
serpent’s head, effectually exclude any other
idea, as also does the wonderful name the
Son was to bear.

“ Butter and honey shall he eat, that he
may know to refuse the evil and choose the
good.” What kind of a diet was this to
be? Not literal butter and honey, of
course, for thousands of Israelites ate that,
who were distinguished more by the oppo-
site characteristics of refusing the good and
choosing the evil, On the occasion of his
conversation with the Samaritan woman,
when Jesus, “ being wearied with his jour-
ney,” sat at Jacob’s well, he had something
to say about his “ meat.” In answer to the
importunities of his disciples, he said: “I
have meat to eat that ye know not of.”
And after their wondering enquiry of each
other as to the source and nature of the
supply, he added :. “ My meat is to do the
will of him that sent me, and to finish his
work ” (John iv. 32, 34). The doing of that
will involved the indwelling of the word of
God in which, by the Spirit of God, he was
of “quick understanding.” The Scriptures
frequently speak of the word as food to he
eaten. “The Lord thy God humbled thee,
and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee
with manna, which thou knewest not, neither
did thy fathers know ; that he might make
thee know that man doth not live by bread
only, but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of the Lord doth man live.”
So said Moses to Israel (Deut. viii. 3). «I
have esteemed the words of His mouth more
than my necessary food,”” said Job (ch. xxiii.
12). “Thy words were found, and I did
eat them; and thy word was unto me the
joy and rejoicing of my heart” (Jer. xv.
16). Words that in their “reading, mark-
ing, learning, and inwardly digesting ”’ thus
establish and delight the new man, are
“butter and honey.” The words of the

covenant-breaking eneiny, said the Psalmist,
“were smoother than butter, but war was
in his heart: his words were softer than
oil, yet were they drawn swords” (Ps. lv.
21). The sham illustrates the true. Another
psalm, the 119th (a long panegyric of the
word of God), says: “ How sweet are thy
words unto my taste—yea, sweeter than
honey to my mouth. Through thy precepts
I yet understanding, therefore I hate every
Sulse way” (verse 103). Solomon uses the
same metaphor as Isaiah vii, His exhorta-
tion runs thus: My son, eat thou honey,
because it is good; and the honeycomb,
which is sweet to thy taste. So shall the
knowledge of wisdom be unto thy soul, when
thou hast found it, then there shall be a
reward and shine expectation shall not be
cut off ” (Prov xxiv..13-14). All this finds
pre eminent illustration in Immanuel, who
refused the evil and chose the good, who
“loved righteousness and hated iniquity,”
and is therefore *“ anointed with the oil of
gladness above his fellows” (Heb. i. 9).
He is himself the bread of life, antitypical
of the manna with which God fed Israel in
the wilderness. ¢ Labour not for the meat
which perisheth,” said He to the people that
followed Him because He had miraculously
multiplied bread, < but for that meat which
endureth unto everlasting life, which the
Son of Man shall give unto you: for him
hath God the Father sealed ” (John vi. 27).
“ Except ye eat the flesh of the Sonof Man,
and drink his bleod, ye have no life in you”
(verse 53). And pacifying his disciples, who
complained of the hard saying, he added in
explanation : “It is the Spirit that maketh

| alive, the flesh profiteth nothing ; the words

thut I speak unto you, they are Spirit and
they are DLife” (verse 63). All Immanuel’s
“seed” eat of the same ‘spiritual meat,”
and esteem it exceedingly ; and by it alone
in its daily assimilation, “ know ” and are
encouraged to ‘“refuse the evil and choose
the good ” in hope of the day of recompense
that lies ahead. .

Long before Immanuel’s childhood, the
land abhorred by Ahaz was ¢ forsaken of
both her kings.” In the day$ of Jesus the
Romans had incorporated it in their ¢ iron”
dominion, and still long ages of desolation
awaited “ the glorious land.” But these are
now mnearly expired, and the signs of de-
liverance are many and bright. But judg-
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ment was to come upon Abaz, verse 17:
“The Lord shall bring upon thee and upon
thy people and upon thy father’s house, days
that have not come, from the days that
Ephraim departed from Judah; even the
King of Assyria.” The history of the
Kings tells us that ¢ the Lord brought
Judah low because of Ahaz, King of Israel ;
for he made Judah naked, and transgressed
sore against the Lord.  And Tiglath-Pileser,
King of Assyria, came unto him, and dis-
tressed him, but strengthened him not” (2
Chron. xxviii. 20). The Assyrian whom
Ahaz hired with the spoil of the temple, to
deliver him from Syria and Israel his
enemies, became the Lord’s hired razor
(verse 20) to make Judah bare. Jeremiah
and Ezekiel illustrate the same figure of
judgment. To Jeremiah God said: “Cut
off - thine hair and cast it away .

for the Lord hath rejected and forsaken ‘the
generation of his wrath” (ch. vii. 29).
Ezekiel, symbolically representing the des-
truction upon destruction that was before
Jerusalem in his days, was commanded by
God, saying, “Son of Man, take thee a
sharp knife, take thee a barber’s razor, and
cause it to pass upon thine head and upon
thy beard ; then take thee balances to weigh,
and divide the hair. Thou shalt burn with
fire a third part in the midst of the city,
when the days of the siege are fulfilled ;
and thou shalt take a third part and smite
it about with a knife; and a third part
shalt thou scatter in the wind; and I
will draw out a sword after them. Thou
shalt also take thereof a few in number
and bind them in thy skirts. Then take
of them again, and cast them into the
midst of the fire, and burn them in the
fire, for thereof shall a fire come forth
into all the house of Israel ” (Ezek. v. I-3).
Thus the shaved, burnt, and scattered hair
of the prophet represented Israel in the
successive visitations of fire and sword that
came upon their evil generations. One of
the features of the representation of Christ
in glory is “the hair of his head like the
pure wool” (Dan. vii. 9). “His head and
his hairs were white like wool, as white as
snow ” (Rev. i. 14). In those days the
shaving, smiting, burning, and scattering of
Israel for their iniquity will be a thing of the
past, and Immanuel surrounded by the multi-
tude of the immortal redeemed, will have

gathered purified and repentant Israel unto
himself ; yea, even the “razor” itself shall
have been transformed, for “in that day shall
Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assy-
ria, even & blessing in the midst of theland ;
whom the Lord of Hosts shall bless, saying
Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria
the work of my hands. and Israel mine
inheritance 7 (Is. xix. 24). Egypt and
Assyria, upon whom Israel leant when they
forsook God, and whom God therefore used
as instruments of chastisement, will then
have borne their measure of chastening and
humiliation and figure among the ‘*‘ many
nations joined unto the Lord” in the day
when he shall “inherit Judah, his portion
in the holv land and shall choose Jerusalem
agaiun ” (Zesh. ii. 12).

Notw1thstan<lm€r the iniquity and desola-
tion there was to be good food for the elect
remnant : “ It shall come to pass in that day
that a man shall nourish a young cow and
two sheep ; and it shall come to pass for the
abundance of milk that they shall give, he
shall eat butter, for butter and honey shall
everyone eat that s left in the land” (verses

1-22).  That is the same food that was to
nourish Immanuel (verse 15), and he him-
self is enigmatically before us in verse 21.
“ A young cow : 7 that is literally “a heifer
of the herd.” When God was about to con-
firm to Abram the “covenant concerning
Christ ” (Gen.xv.). He told him to take
among other animals for sacrifice, “an
heifer of three years old.” About five hun-
dred years afterwards, when Israel had
gone through much of the experience of
which *God spoke to Abram, He appointed
in their midst, as an ordinance for purifica-
tion, the water of separation made with the
ashes of “a red heifer without spot, wherein
was no blemish and upon which never came
yoke ” (Num. xix.). The substance of this
Paul identifies with Christ (Heb. ix. 13-14).
As to the ¢ two sheep:” Christ is at once
“ the Lamb of God,” and the ¢ Great Shep-
herd of the sheep.” The two ideas are
blerded as it were in Isa.liii. : ¢ All we like
sheep have gone astray the Lord
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all

. he is brought as a lamb to the
sla.u(rhter and as a sheep before her shearers
is dumb s0 opened he not his mouth.” He
taught the Jdews that he was at once the
door of the sheepfold and the shepherd that
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entered by the door, an involution of ideas
that is unintelligible apart from the under-
standing of the truth concerning * the blood
of the everlasting covenant ”’ (Heb. xiii. 20).
He said that not only of Israel were his
sheep: “Other sheep I have which are nof
of this fold ; them also I must bring, and
they shall hear my voice, and there shall be
one fold and one shepherd” (Jno. x. 16).
Christ: the “ Word made flesh,” in the
days of his flesh, by his ministering of the
word in Israel, “nourished” a remnant,
which being thus begotten by the Father
with the word of His truth (Jas. i. 18)
became in turn the ministers of the same
word, and shepherds of the sheep. ¢ Feed
my sheep,” said the Lord to Peter, and in
doing it Peter thus addressed the “scattered
strangers, elect according to the foreknow-
ledge of God,” ‘ Laying aside all malice,
and all guile and hypocrisies and envies,
and all evil speakings, as new-born babes
desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye
may grow thereby.” Growth apart from
the milk and honey of the word is impossible.
It is the characteristic of the latter-day
revival of the hope of Israel, that its pos-
sessors are ‘“begotten” by the Word,
“desire ” it, and “ grow thereby.” If many
do not exhibit such characteristics it is
because they do not really belong to it.
“ Bveryone left in the land,” whether the
phrase be taken to refer to the remnants
which have in the past escaped from the
judgments that have come, or to the elect
remnant that shall at last enter into the
“eternal inheritance,” conformed and must
conform to the pattern of Immanuel in the
assimilation of the food and nourishment of
the Father’s own appointment and provid-
ing.

Because of the neglect of this has been
all the evil of the past. The desolate land
is but the monument of Divine indignation
upon the most favoured people of His choice,
“because they have cast away the law of
the Lord of Hésts, and despised the word of
the Holy One of Israel ” (ch.v. 24). “With
arrows and with bows shall men come
thither ; because all the land shall become
briars and thorns ” (ch. vii. 24). Apostolic
exhortation to “go on unto perfection,” uses
this warning: “The earth which drinketh
in the rain which cometh oft upon it, and
bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom

it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God.
But that which beareth thorns and briars is
rejected, whose end is to be burned” (Heb.
vi. 7). The briar-and-thorn choked land of
Israel was consumed by the invader, but
some “ good ground ” escaped. “And on
all hills that shall be digged with the
mattock, there shall not come thither the
fear of briars and thorns; but it shall be
for the sending forth of cxen, and for the
treading of sheep (verse 25). The meaning
of the concluding words of this seventh
chapter is illustrated in the work of Christ
and the apostles. He was *“ the sower ” in
the land, who, in the ‘“sending forth” of
the twelve upon the mountains of Israel,
figuratively “sent forth thither the feel of
the ox and the ass” (ch. xxxii. 20). Paul
does not hestitate to appropriate the figure
of the patiently labouring ox. “Itis written
in the law of Moses, thou shalt not muzzle
the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the
corn. Doth God take care of oxen? Or
saith He it altogether for our sakes? TFor
our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he
that ploweth should plow 1n hope, and that
he that thrasheth in hope should be partaker
of his bope” (1 Cor ix. 9). Nevertheless
the apostle was extremely careful in the
exercise of his undoubted privileges lest he
should hinder the Gospel of Christ. His
day of labour in ¢ treading out the corn” has
long ceased. The monument of it is pre-
served in the many records of his works and
sufferings. Many generations since have
contributed their number of * oxen and
sheep ”  Far less directly “sent forth,” and
in the times of darkness succeeding the
Apostolic era so few as to searcely discern-
ible, they have nevertheless patiently ful-
filled their appointed day. Briars and
thorns have multiplied and do wultiply
exceedingly, not only in the Lord’s land,
butin all lands where His name is nominally
mn the ascendant. The desolate mountains
of Israel still wait His return, one of whose
functions it is to burn up the sons of Belial
““as thorns thrust away,” a work the true
magnitude and terror of which, can never
be adequately estimated this side of its
accomplishment.

TrUst him lLittle who praises all ; him, less who
censures all; and him least, who 18 1indifferent
to all.
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A SECOND VOYAGE TO AUSTRALIA.

11

E left Timaru for Christchurch by
1ail on Saturday afternocon, June
18th, at b o’clock. The distance
is about 100 miles, and it took

us about four hours to cover the distance.
The journey was performed in the dark.
‘We arrived about 9 o’clock, and were
met by several brethren and sisters, and
conveyed to the hospitable and loving
home of brother Disher, of Milton Road,
Sydenham, a suburb of Christchurch.
- Christchurch is a comparatively large city—
population about 20,000. It is one of the
leading cities of New Zealand, the others
being Wellington, Auckland, Napier and
Dunedin. There is a fairly large ecclesia of
about fifty brethren and sisters. They were
larger, but they have recently been weakened
by the secession of some who have been
subverted by the various “fads” that have
been in agitation in New Zealand for some
time past.

In olden times names always corresponded
with the parts performed by their possessors.
John Thomas (blending John, the beloved
disciple and Thomas, the convinced doubter)
having, under GGod, given us the truth, there
have been various hostilities at work, whose
character has been indicated by the names
of the leading spirits. Without yielding to
the temptation of hurting some feelings by
pointing out the striking correspondence
between the names of the leading factionists
that have appeared in connection with the
truth since Dr. Thomas’ death, we may
remark in connection with Colonial develop-
ments that when corns grow, men cannot
walk with comfort. Consider how uncom-
fortable and painful has the walk of many
( become through the Cornish perversions.
However, corn plasters have been applied,
and in most cases with effect.

And now we have these fads so luxuriant
here and there in New Zealand. Some who
were sound in the faith have been made
Jaddy. What better name could the man
who performs such a part have, than the
one who MAK’S FADDY or—we leave those
who know, to fill in the Directory name.
There was a desire and arrangement that I
should meet these * mak-faddians” in the
presence of the ecclesia from whom they

A SECOND VOYAGE TO
(Continued from page 520.)

AUSTRALIA.

are separated. But at the last moment, the
leading brother among them (Kirby) excused
attendance. He is a worthy man, so far as
natural qualities are concerned, but he has
made himself an enemy of apostolic truth by
denying that the death of Christ was a
sacrifice required and appointed of God, as
a condition of human forgiveness and
admission to life eterpal. e sent me a
message that his great difficulty in holding
this view was that it involved a reflection
on the character of God. He is a kindly
man, and I have no doubt he sincerely thinks
what he says, but the thought is none the
less to be classed with what Paul describes
as ‘“high things that exalt themselves
against the knowledge of God ” (2 Cor. x. 5)
and his attitude is distinctly the one rebuked
by the Lord when Peter protested against
the suffering of Christ. We all know how !
bluff was the Lord’s characterisation of the
state of mind that, even through mistaken .
kindness, ¢ Savoured not the things that be
of God, but those that be of men ” (Matt.
xvi. 23).

It is not possible for man to sit in judg-
ment on the divine character, or to say
what God ought to do or not—to require or
not requive. It is for man simply to receive
the testimony that God has given of Himself
and His ways And we must receive the
whole testimony, and net only those parts
that may be agreeable to our natural
characteristics. God has declared Himself
kind and loving and gracious. but He has ' .
also declared Himself jealous and holy and ‘
intolerant of any infringement of His supre-
macy (Ez xx. 5; Lev. xi. ; x. 3; Psa. xlvi.
10-44.45).

He has practically exhibited what we
might call this stern side of His character
in such incidents as the striking dead of
two priests who dared to deviate from His
directions (Lev. x. 2) and of Uzzah, who
profanely touched the ark, even with an
apparently good intention (1 Chron. xiii. 10).
The expulsion of Adam and Eve from Eden
and the requirement of sacrifice is of the
same character, and also the drowning of
the whole world, the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrha, and the burning of Jerusa- .
lem and the temple. We have nothing to
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do but what Paul says, “Behold therefore
the goodness and the severity of God”
(Rom. xi. 22).

If we are tempted to think the death of
Christ inconsistent with His love, we must
look all vound it, and consider what it was
intended to secure—the reconciliation of
men on the basis of justice and declared
righteousness. Do read and ponder Rom. iii.
21-26! Consider what comes out of this at
last—the removal of death and all evil from
the earth and the populating of the planet
with a race of joyous immortal intelligences
who will aseribe to God the glory of their
redemption through Christ. Surely there is
no difficulty in understanding that love has
sometimes to employ painful expedients to
reach its aims Difficulty or no difficulty,
the testimony is explicit, and we are bound
to receive it on pain of God’s displeasure—
that the shedding of the blood of Christ was
essential to the forgiveness of our sins unto
life eternal (Matt. xxvi. 28), that faith in
the power of his blood in this respect is
necessary to our justification (Rom. iii. 25;
v. 1-9) ; that his death was necessary to the
putting away of sin (Heb. ix. 26); that we
are redeemed through his blood (Col. i. 14),
washed by his blood (Rev. i. 5; vii. 14)
that is spiritually made white therein.

Though there was no talismanic power in
his blood, as a physical agent, yet the shed-
ding of it in the special connection in which
God required it, was a part of the right-
eousness of God which a man denies at his
peril. It was a literal act in its occurrence
—“ He poured out his soul (life—which isin
the blood—Lev. xvii. 11) unto death.” He
thus ‘“made his soul an offering for sin”
(Isa. lifi. 12-10). <« By his own blood he
entered in once into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption.” Therefore,
“If the blood of bulls and goats and the

.ashes of the heifer, sprinkling the unclean,

sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh
(under the Mosaic law) how much more
shall the blood of Christ, who through the
Eternal Spirit, offered himself without spot
to God, purge your conscience from dead
works, to serve the living God. For this
cause heis the mediator of the new covenant,
that by means of death, for the redemption
of the transgressions that were under the first
covenant, they which are ecalled might
receive the promise of eternal inheritance”

(Heb. ix. 12-15). The Lord himself was
brought again from the dead through this
blood of the everlasting covenant (Heb.
xiii. 20). He himself, “as the seed of
David according to the flesh,” was a sufferer
from the evils that came from the entrance
of sin into the world. From these he was the
first to be redeemed by his own obedience.
It was part of his obedience to submit to
death (Phil. ii. 8). This commandment he
received from the Father (Jno. x. 18). The
reason was that sin might be condemned in
the flesh and the righteousness of God
declared (Rom. viii. 3; iii. 25-26). He is
the first fruits of the work thus accom-
plished and the first begotten of the dead
(1 Cor. xv. 23).

These things are testified and they are
presented to us for faith. There can there-
fore be no agreement with those who, from
whatever cause, nullify them by maintaining
that the death of Christ was a mere tragedy
in which the malice of men triumphed over
a righteous man ; that it was no necessity
in the Tather’s plan for our redemption :
that it was a mere example of obedience,
and a reformatory moral influence by the
power of sympathy ; that the shedding of
his blood was not necessary ; that “ Christ
died because he was killed;” and that he
might as well have died in his bed! Such
doctrines destroy the truth as foreshadowed
in all the sacrifices of the law, and testified
in the prophets. It is not possible for men
faithful to divine obligation to give any
quarter to them. Such doctrines belong to
the outer darkness and not to the fellowship
of the Gospel. The men who hold them are
not in their place at the table of the Lord.
They are men to be antagonised without
reservation ; and fighting belongs not to the
house of God, except in a united and earnest
contention for the faith delivered to the
saints. Wh-on men have to be fought
on the first principles of the truth, their
place is outside—notinside There must be
the one faith, before there can be the one
body.

The proposed meeting did not come off,
but I had an interview with another (Scott),
who is separated in sympathy with these
wrong doctrines. He said his chief difficulty
was about the adoption of a basis, or formu-
lated statement of faith, as the ground of
fellowship. I said the acceptance of the
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truth was the ground of fellowship, but
some definition of the truth had to take
place before the existence of this aceeptance
could be ascertained. The Bible was of
course the.source of our failh, but it was
not enough for a man to say “ I believe the
Bible.” Millions would say this who knew
nothing of the truth. The Pope himself
would have to be admitted on that footing.
The question was, What did the Bible
teach ¢ and agreement as to this could only
be attained by assent to a common definition
He admitted this, but would have the
definition oral. It was a choice then
between words spoken and words written.
Words written were certainly to be pre-
ferred to words spoken. Words spoken
might be forgotten, or misunderstood.
Words written could be pondered and
studied. God had given us llis word in
writing. If He had not, where should we
have been? ILuke said that many in his
day had “set forth in order a declaration
of the things most surely believed,” and
that it seemed good to him to do the same
(Luke i. 1). Why should he object to what
seemed good to Luke ¢

I suggested to him that the real trouble
was the want of agreement on his part with
the things contained in the statement that

had been proposed for adoption. He said
he did not agree to certain details. Perhaps
the details were rather important? Did he

believe that God would restore again His
people Israel after the flesh? Here he hesi-
tated, and said it would depend upon the
meaning. I told I had never, #ill recently,
met any man professing to be a brother,
who would hesitate to give a hearty *“ygs”
in answer to such a question, and that the
fact was, some who had been in the truth
were drifting back to the old orthodox
fogs, and that the truth was going to rot in
their hands. This was the cause of the
fermentation that had been going on, and
the brethren who had insisted on division,
in such a state of things, had only done
their duty. The doctrines that were being
called in question were matters in which
enlightened men could consent to no com-
promise, however painful the personal con-
sequences might be. We did not know each
other after the flesh, and when men, whose
acquaintance we had made in the name of
the truth, began denying the restoration of

I

the kingdom again to Israel, and the right-
eousness of God in the death of His Son,
they dissolved the bonds that had made us
friends, and were responsible for the evil
consequences resulting. There was nothing
for it but to walk apart in peace, against
the day of grand adjudication which would
settle all things.

We had a pleasant stay of ten days in
Christchurch, during which many meetings
took place, three of which were public
lectures to large and attentive audiences.
T addressed the Sunday School twice ; spoke
twice at the breaking of bread; delivered
an address at a social meeting; and took
part in various private gatherings. At our
departure there were many expressions of
regret, and many emphatic assurances of the
benefit experienced from our visit, and
strong wishes expressed for our return on
some future occasion, should the Lord’s
absence continue.

We left by the steamer Zweupo on Tuesday,
June 28th, sailing at nearly midnight from
Port Lyttleton, which is the seaport for
Christchurch. some miles away. The sail
ing was behind time, and took place after
an amusing and perplexing variety of altera-
tions as to day and hour—ending with a
weary final wait of about ten hours, after
we had got on board and friends gone away.
The cause was the break-down of anosher
steamer of the same company, necessitating
a transfer of cargo.

5 —_—

NINTH MELBOURNE LECTURE.
THE DratH oF CHRIST.

Nothing is more notorious than the fact of
Christ’s death by crucifixion in the reign of
Tiberius Cewesar. Not only is the fact cir-
cumstantially related by the apostles who
were eye-witnesses of the event, but Tacitus,
the Roman historian who flourished in the
reign of Nero, only 30 years after, records
it in his annals, in connection with the
burning of Rome. A ¢ Christian world,”
full of crosses to-day, is an evidence of it.
What is the meaning of this strange event ¢
For a strange event we must account it,
that, a man who went about doing good,
and against whom no possible charge of sin
could be brought, should be executed as if
he were a felon. As regards the motive of
his executioners, there is no obscurity in the
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tragedy. Jesus deeply wounded the pride
of the ruling classes of the Jewish nation,
by his open denunciation of their evil ways.
The Romans, who garrisoned the country,
were but their instruments in executing a
man whom they had no power themselves to
destroy. This is what we may call the
human side of the event. But there is a
divine side to the event, as explicitly
affirmed by Christ when he said : “No man
taketh my life from me. I lay it down
of myself. This commandment I have
received of my Father.” “T lay down my
life for the sheep.” “The son of man is
come to give his life & ransom for many.”
“1 give my flesh for the life of the world.”

It will be a profitable enquiry to ask
first, How an event can be both human and
divine at the same time ¢ And second, being
divine as well as human, What were the
divine objects aimed at in the sacrifice
of the sinless son of God? As regards the
first point, the Bible is a continued illustra-
tion. The divine and the human were
blended notably in three leading instances
where there are hundreds. Joseph, who
was sold into slavery by his brethren, says,
“It was not you that sent me hither but
God” (Gen. xlv. 8). Israel—who were
overpowered by natural enemies—are made
by the prophet Isaiah to enquire, “ Who
gave Jacob to the spoil and lsrael to the
robbers? Did not the Lord, he against
whom we have sinned?” (Isa. xlii. 24).
Thirdly, God says by the same prophet that
He would send Sennacherib against Israel
and adds, ‘“ Howbeit he meaneth not so, but
he saith, By my wisdom and the strength of
my hand I have done it” (Isa. x. 7-13).
See also Deut. xxxii. 26-27,

It is easy to comprehend this duality of
operation, when we remember that man
lives in God, and can be controlled by Him

without man being conscious of the opera-

tion, as Solomon says, “The king’s heart is
in the hand of the Lord, and he turneth it
about whithersoever he will.” And again,
“God ruleth in the kingdoms of men”
(Dan. iv. 17).

On the face of it Christ’s death was
wholly a human event ; but by the testimony
of the aposties afterwards, as well as of
Christ beforehand, its divine side was its
strongest side, so strong that the human

side would not have existed but for the

divine aims in the case (Actsii. 23). *Him
being delivered by vhe determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken
and by wicked bands have crucified and
slain” (Acts iv. 28). **To do whatsoever
thy hand and thy counsel determined before
to be done.” The chief question is: What
were the divine objects in so apparently
cruel an arrangement? We have all been
made familiar with the popular view: That
the death of Christ was a vicarious punish-
ment of all the sins that men ever com,
mitted ; and that all that men have to do in
order to get the benefit is to believe —¢ only
believe.”

There are several difficulties and confu-
sions in this:—

1. The punishment of sin is supposed to
be eternal torments in hell. How could
Jesus endure endless agony in a brief
moment, and how could he on earth suffer
what belongs to hell only ¢

2. The sinning part of man is supposed
to be the immortal soul. But it was in
Christ’s mortal body that he made a sacrifice
for the sins of the world.

3. It was death that Jesus endured in
the process of taking away the sin of the
world. But according to the popular theory
he could not die.

4. On what principle of justice is it
possible to understand a righteous person
being punished for a wicked person?

All these difficulties, inconsistencies, and
obscurities disappear, when we realise the
Scripture testimony in the case. There are
various features to this testimony, and we
must blend them all. One is that the death
of Christ was an arrangement of favour, for
granting salvation by the remission of sins.
Another feature is that justice was done,
while favour was shown; ‘that he might
be just,” &c. (Rom. iii. 25). Another is
that while salvation is offered through for-
giveness, for Christ's sake, its attainment is
contingent on individual obedience and
faithfulness, even to the extent of said
individuals being judged and rewarded
“according to their works.”

All is intelligible when the mortal nature
of man is recognised and sin understood as
the cause of the entrance of death into the
world. We have made this a subject of
consideration in a former lecture. What
we have to ask now is in view of the reign
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of death, in what way did the death of
Christ contribute towards its removal? On
the surface of things it would seem as if a
hving Christ would be more suitable to the
needs of dying man than a Christ given over
to death. We can only get at an answer by
the testimony, and it is explicit. We are
not only told that it was by means of death
in the flesh and blood of the children that
Christ was to destroy that having the power
of death (Heb. ii. 14); but we are admitted
into an insight into the divine aims in the
case —

To condemn sin in the flesh (Rom. viii. 3)

To declare the righteousness of God for
the rernission of sins (Rom. iii.).

That God might be just, while the justifier
of him that believeth (Rom. iii.).

As to the further question—how these
things were accomplished in the death of
Christ—we cannot see it unless we recognise
the identity of his human nature with the
nature that sinned in Eden, and was
sentenced to death because of sin. This
identity is expressly affirmed in the apostolic
~writings :—

“ Likeness of sinful flesh” (Rom. viii. 3).

“ Made sin for us ” (2 Cor. v. 21).

“Flesh and ”blood—the same” (Heb.
i 14).

““Seed of David according to the flesh”
(Rom. i. 3).

“Made in all things like his brethren ”
(Heb. ii. 17).

¢ Came in the flesh” (1 Jno. iv. 1-3).

If we consider him as a representative
man, sharing with us the very nature that
has an inherited death from Kden, and the
nature that is in us the cause of sin, we
may upderstand how his death was a virtual
repudiation of sinful human nature, and an
assertion of the supremacy of God, and the
enforcement of His righteousness for our
recognition and identification in haptism,
as the condition of a favour that bends to
us in kindness without the compromised
authority of righteousness. But his death
was the death of a righteous man, and
therefore resurrection could take place con-
formably with the righteousness of God.
The victory is Christ’s alone, but he is
empowered to share the fruits of his victory
with all those who, in humility and true
repentance, come unto God by him. For-
giveness is none the less free forgiveness

because Christ died. Still it is forgiveness
based ou the enforcement of righteousness
and submission to this enforcement on the
part of those forgiven. We are forgiven
¢« for Christ’s sake,” and thus * the blood of
Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin.”
RoBERT ROBERTS,

THE COMING DAY.

Oh, the day of joy that’s coming,
When the reign of sin is o’er,

And on earth renewed and ransomed,
Paradise shall bloom once more.

Coming, coming, surely coming,
Christ shail reign as Prince of Peace ;
And thiough all his vast dominion
Strife, and wrong, and soriow cease.

Righteousness and truth for ever
Fill the world with love and hght,
And the reign of wrong and error
Vanish 1n an endless night.

Eyes that wept shall shine with rapture,
Hearts once broken sing for joy,
And the peace that passeth telling
Fill each soul without alloy.
—M. AW,

It is no use searching after truth unless we mean
to have it when we find it.

Worps without deeds ave very like smoke with-
out fire, leaves without fruit, clouds without
water.

BE content if you accomplish what you can.
God’s rule of assessment is different from man’s;
it 1s not the size, but the quality, that rules with
Him.

ADVENTIS1S AND LIFE AsSURANCE.—The Chicago
Times-Herald says: ‘‘The Second Adventists of
Philadelphia have formed the most unigque life-
insurance company on record. They declaie in a
circular letter that the old-line companies dis-
criminate agamnst the Adventists because no pro-
vision is made for the payment of insurance when
men shall be bodily carried up into heaven without
dying, which 1s one of their beliefs. Hence the
leading clause in all the policies of the new insur-
ance company is to the effect that when there is
proof that the insured petson is caught up into the
heaven, the company must pay his heirs the amount
for which he is insured.”—{This is an extraordinary
thing to arise out of the misunderstagding of 1 Thess.
iv. 17. Life-assurance is all very wBll in reference
to mortality ; but when it comes fo take another
life into account, it is liable to Jead to startling
incongruities. The company’s funds will certainly
not suffer by the catching up of its members to
heaven. When Christ comes, the great question
with respect to those who are amenable to his
judgment-seat will be whether they are to live or
die. Their life-assurance will not trouble them
much.—ED.]

>
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‘¢ Bxhort one another.”—PAUL.

E have recently had special cccasion
to recognise the comforting fact
that in the Holy Scriptures it is

God, and not man, that speaks to
us in all the “divers manners” of their
authorship. The writer is human : but the
Power using the writer is divine. The fact
comes continually before us in our readings.
To-day, we have Paul in the Hebrews (for
Paul undeubtedly was the writer) citing the
prophetic Scriptures as the ¢ witness ” of
“the Holy Spirit ” (Heb. x. 15). « Where-
of,” says he, ¢ the Holy Spitit also is a
witness to us,” and he then quotes from
Jeremiah. It is this quality of the Old
Testament Scriptures that give them their
superlative value. It is this that gives us
the comfortable feeling of safety and
security which we experience in * the read-
ing of the Old Testament.” It is this that
makes us hang on the words as words of
truth on which we can build, and to which
we can surrender without any of the reserva-
tion with which all human writing has to be
received.

With this comfortable feeling, let us go to
the portion read from Isaiah (xxvi.) and
extract from it some of the edification it is
calculated to afford. In this portion, we are
informed of a song to be sung at a certain
time and place: “JIn that day shall this
song be sung in the land of Judah.” When
we find what “day” this is, we find the
matter in hand is one to which we have be-
come personally related by the truth. It is
not difficult to find the day. The part going
before makes it known very plainly. Itis
a day longlooked for—a day in which
expectation long cherished is realised in joy
unspeakable. ¢TIt shall be said in that day,
Lo this is our God, we have waited for him
. we shall be glad and rejoice in his
saivation ” (xxv. 9). Such a day must be
neither more nor less than the day of salva-
tion. One more look makes it quite certain :
« He (the Lord of Hosts) shall swallow up
death in victory: and the Lord God will
wipe away tears from off all faces ; and the

rebake of his people shall he take away fiom
off all the earth.” If there could be any
doubt, that this 1s the day of the manifesta-
tion of the sons of God at the return of
Christ from heaven, such doubt is set for
ever at rest by Paul’s declaration in + Cor.
xv concerning the day of the last tramp and
the resurrection of the dead: “ 7Then shall
be brought to pass the soying that is written,
death is swallowed up of victory,” a saying
written in thie 26th chapter of Isaiah, and
in this chapter alone.

Now, from the Scriptures of truth, we
have learnt several things concerning this
day of Christ, the remembrance of which
will help us to rightly understand this song
to be sung “in that day in the land
of Judah.” Tt is a day in which the oracle
contained in Psa. cx. will be fulfilled :
“The TLord shall send the rod of thy
(Messiah’s) strength out of Zion : rule thou
in the midst of thine enemies. . . The
Lord at thy right haud shall strike through
kings in the day of his wrath.” It is
a day in which the vision shown to John,
of things ‘“to come to pass heieafter ”
will be fulfilled, when * the kings of the
earth and their armies will gather together
to make war against the Lamb,” and when
“the Lamb shall overcome them.” It is
a day when a specific league of Gentile
powers, found in the land under Gog, at
the coming of Christ, will be broken up
and expelled like chaff before the wind.
“The nations shall rush like the rushing
of many waters, but God shall rebuke them,
and they shall flee afar off” (Isaiah xvii.
13). Itis a day when the power of man in
all the earth shall be in the process of
receiving that irretrievable overthrow sym-
bolised by the breaking of Nebuchadnezzar’s
image to pieces by the little stone destined
to grow to a great mountain, filling the
whole earth.

Now, such a day will necessarily be a
day of great gladness for those who shall
be gathered round the Lord in friendship
and glory. The gladness will have pointed
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reasons in the current <ituation. Their
gladness finds expression in th+ declaration
of these reasons. Let us imagine all these
events accomplished, or in process of accom
plishment,.and let us imasine ourselves by
their side and in their ranks in the land of
promise ; and we shall then be able to enter
into the exuliation and catch the spirit of
this song :—* We have a strong city ; salva-
tion will Gol appoint for walls and
bulwarks ” The glorified im.nortal throng
will stand in need of no walls and bulwarks.
No city was ewver so strong as theirs.
“ Salvation,” upon which they have just
entered will be their walls and bulwarks.
Salvation is no sentimental affair, but a very
physical reality. Shot and shell will be
powerless against a company covered and
penetratc | by the Spirit of God. Walls and
bulwarks would be a clumsy defence for
those who are protected by the primal
energy of the universe, thrown over them
by the will of Him in whose Word all
things subsist ; and from whose spirit-clad
presenca shot and shell would recoil morve
helplessly than cork missiles from a i iron-
clad fort. Their exultation in the power
of salvation is no extravagance. Bible sal-
vation is something very different from the
sal-ation said to be “ rot” at Salvation
army meetings.

“Open ye the gates,” shout this Spirit-
panoplied congregation,  that the righteous
nation that keepeth the truth may enter in.”
Ay, and the gates will be opened. The
gates have been long closed, but the time
has come for them to be thrown wide open
—the gates of heaven, the gates of honour,
the gates of wealth, the gates of the
Kingdom,—the gates of glory, honour, and
immortality. The summons will not be
unheeded The summons will be obeyed.
The gates will be opened —to whom ¢ ¢ The
richteous nation that keepeth the truth”
What nation is this? There is no room for
doubt. Jesus told the Pharisees in his day
—speaking in the very same locality where
this song is to be sung —“The kingdom of
God shall be taken from you and given to a
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.”
Speaking to the disciples as constituents of
this nation, he said to them, ¢ Fear not,
little flock ; itis your Father’s zood pleasure
to give you the kingdom.” And afterwards,
Peter addressing other members of the same

body, said, ¢ Yeare a holy nation, a peculiar
people.”  The connection between this
nation and “the truth” is also equally
manifest. Jesus said, “I am the truth,”
and also, ““everyoune that is of the truth
heareth my woice ;” and also John, * The
truth dwelleth in us, and shall be with us
for ever.”

The community to be glorified with
Christ at his coming, being a “rithteous
nation that keepeth the truth.,” it follows
that we cannot hope to be amnong them if
we follow unrighteousness or if we are des-
titute of ‘“che truth;” for no one cu
“keep the truth” who has it not. This i~
worth the attention, in passing, of thos:
who either ‘ hold the truth in unrighteou -
ness”’ or who trust for salvation to thi:
own righteousness apait from the trail
By our profession as brethren, and by oar
assembly this morning at the breaking
of bread in remembrance of Christ as
appointed, we belong to neither one class
nor the other. We belong rather to those
who are seekiug admission into the ranks
of the righteous nation that keepeth the
truth. As such, we may dwell with conso-
lation on the picture before us. To huave
and to keep the truth is not only accounted
a very small thing just now; it is worse
shan small in the estimation of this en-
lishtened generation. It is derogatory to
manhood and culture and good sense. It is
a disqualification for every kind of worldly
advancement. Well, this is no accident.
It is appointed. It is part of the “light
affliction which is but for a moment,” and
which, as Paul says ¢ worketh out for us a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory.” Consider what a change it will be
when the righteous keepiny of the truth
will be the only passport to power, respect-
ability aud life. The gates of honour and
distinction are all shut now to those who
keep the truth—who are considered a species
of monomaniacs by those who love the
present world. But the cry will go abroad
yet, “open ye the gates! open ye the
gates!” “ Bow the knee? bow knee ! ”
The time has come for the exaltm of the
Lord’s faithful people. ¢ This is the day
which the Lord hath made. We will be
glad and rejoice in it.” * Lo, this 1s our
God! We have waited for him: we shall
be glad and rejoice in His salvation.”

-

-
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The song proceeds: —“Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed
on thee, becaus: he trusteth in thee.”
When the singers sing these words, they
have in view the peace that has come to
them, and that lies before them in the happy
day comuenced for Jerusalem. This peace
is promised. ¢ Great shall be the peace of
thy children” (Isa. liv. 13), and a2ain,
“ Behold, I will extend peace to her like a
river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a
flowing stream” (Isa. lxvi. 12). We ave
asked to pray for it. “Pray for the peace
of Jerusalem.” 1t is.a peace not reached
till the Prince of Peace ““spsaks peace to
the heathen.” There is a peice that comes
now to those who trast in God, but this is
not the ‘perfect peace ” which the song
celebrates  Often the reverse of perfeot
peace is the lot of those who do the will of
God.  Jesus and Paul miyy bz taken as
examples, Jesus, the *“man of sorrows”:
Paul, * distressed, perplexed, persecuted,
cast-down,” 1id not experience the « perfect
peace ” which will belong tu the righteous
nation that keepeth the truth in the day of
this sone in the land of Jidah. Bat this
peace awaits them, even on the very occasion
depicted in this joyful chapter. There
never has been an occasion on earth in which
the human mind will be so much stayed on
God as the mind of that exultant assembly
will be stayed on Him : never such powerful
trast as will be reposed by them. We, too,
naturally assume that the neel for trust and
mental stay on God will have passed when
the day of triumph has come. The reverse
state of facts will be found to be true when
that happy day arrives. Mortal men can-
not, in the nature of things, stay on God
and trust in Him as those will stay and
trust, whose iron heart will have been
opened to God with the change from the
earth-cleaving nature of present experience
to a nature instinct with divine sympathies
and affinities. Those who experience this
change will be able to apostrophise each
other in the exultant adjuration of this
song : ‘“Trust ye in the Lord for ever; for
in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.”
They will be able to feel the reality of God
with a strength and ardour impossible in
the mere day of faith. They will be able to
realise practically their dependence upon
His everlasting strength. Now, it is a

matter of faith meraly: then it will be self-
manifest knowledye and experience Now,
the acknowledgment is liable to die 01 the
lips of weary faith, or degenerate to cant
through human weakness: then, it will be
a vivid sensation whose fervent expression
will be the highess satisfaction.

“For he bringsth down them that dwell
on hich: the lofty city, he layeth it low:
he layeth it low, even to the grouad: he
bringeth it even to the dust.” This in an
allusion to eveats just accomplished—the
work of power and judgment by which the
high-borns and 1nighty of the earth will
have been brought down —brought down
by G»d and not by man at all. This will be
the characteristic of the epnch—that h iman
prile anl power will bs levelled and the
Loyrd alone exaltel, as it was when Israel
crosse! the Red Sea. So it is testified :
“The lofty looks of man shall be humbled
and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed
down : and the Lord alone shall be exalted
in that day.” Realise then that at the
epoch of this song, the glory of London, of
Paris, of Berlin, of St. Petersbarz, of Con-
stantinople, is brousht to the dust: their
armies overthrown ; their power wrecked ;
the arrosance of man everywhere smitten
and lowered by disascer ; his pride dissolved
in spoliation and blood—the lofty civy of
human power everywhere laid low.

There is a companion picture: *‘The
foot shall tread it down.” What foot ?
“ Bven the feet of the poor and the sieps of
the needy ! " This is God’s decree. This is
“ what 13 writtea ”:—and the Scripture can-
not be broken. The poor anl nesdy, who
are contemned with ineffable scorn by the
opulent classes, are the destined heirs of all
their power and glory. No more odious
dispensation could be cotrived for the rich
sinners of the present evil world. But in
what way will the Lord be exalted by the
substitution of the poor for the rich in the
possession of earth’s goodness? It is no
ordinary class of poor whose stewardship of
the riches of God would be more grateful to
Him than the occupancy of the rich. The
ordinary poor are as godless as the rich, and
lacking in thei: elegance and culture. A
dreadful exchange would this be. No: it
is no ordinary poor. It is God’s poor: the
poor of whom Christ is the prototype. He
was a “poor and needy man,” but he was
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rich in faith, and did always those things
that were pleasin< to the Father. This is
the class of poor, the God-believing, the
God-loving and God-serving poor, gathered
from every age, made alive with the vigour
and power of an immortal nature, whose
righteous feet will tread down the lofty city
of human power and prile now uplifted in
all the earth. This will be more galling to
the sons of pride than even a pure democratic
insurrection. They might reconcile them-
selves to an upheaval of the working classes
as a calamity they might at least regulate—
as & movement having something of human
principles in it which they might turn to
account—as a disaster from which recovery
might at least be hoped. But there will be
no mitigating circumstance in a revolution
which places them in the power of a godli-
ness bred in poverty, and now enforced with
divine aims by a government men cannot
understand or resist or baffle.

The song justifies the change by reference
to the past course of those now promoted.
“The way of the just is nprizhtness: thou
most upright dost weizh the path of the
just.” We must remember this, now, in
these days of darkness. Tt is written,
“Though a sinner do evil an hundred times
and his days be prolonged, yet I know it
shall be well with them that fear God., The
time for developing and trying this class is
our mortal lifetime. During this time, it
seems as if God took no notice, as if right-
eousness were a mistake. The events contem-
plated in this song will yield a very different
verdict from this. They know what this
song says—that God “ weighs the path of
the just.” He watches, reckons, and esti-
mates, with a view to the day of recompense
which this song celebrates. God is not
unmindful—not forgetful—not unfaithful —
He is not unjust. All these things are
declared of Him Therefore, when His
servants speak or do or labour or suffer for
His Name’s sake, though there is no sign, it
is all recorded. A book of remembrance
was written before Him.” What then? A
time comes for the book to be opened.
Facts forgotten by man are broucht to light,
and every man receives according to his
works.

The song proceeds to cive a general
description of their course and character
looking back. It applies to all of them.

“Tn the way of thy judgments have we
watted for thee. The desire of our soul is
to the remembrance of thy Name.” The
judgments of God, which men can keep in
“the way of,” are the ordinances or appoint-
aments of God. The word “judgment” is
often used with this meaning. We see at a
glance in what way this is applicable to the
rejoicing utterers of this song in the land of
Judah. It in fact describes their class in all
ages. They are such as walk in the way of
God’s appointments. These have differed
with different ages; but the attitude
required has been the same in every age—
faith and obedience. Trusting to what God
bas promised, and doing what God has
commanded, they have waited for the day
of salvation, which is to make them :lad
with exceeding joy. There is instiucdon
in this for those who despise what God has
appointed, or who at least vegard His
appointments with indifference, and who
yet hope that on some principle or other,
though casting the Word of God behind
their backs, they will receive His favour
and enter into peace in the day of His
accomplished purpose. We must sorrow-
fully recognize that all such hopes are un-
founded, and that only those may hope to
stand with the heirs of salvation in the land
of Judah on the glad day of its attainments,

,who can say with them, “ In the way of thy

judgments have we awaited for thee: the
desire of our soul is to the remembrance of
thy name.” R. R.

THE measure of life is not length, but use-
fulness.

A maAN that is rightly kind never proclaims the
good turn he has done, but does another as soon as
he cau.

SeEIiNeé THE WHOLE EArRTH —It is proposed to
erect in London a teirestrial globe on a scale of
1-500,000th of nature, i.e.. a globe having a
diameter of eighty-four feet, and showing the earth’s
surface on a scale of about eight miles to the inch.
At Paris, in 1889, a glove was exhibited, but this
one will be double the diameter. and upon it every
geographical featuie of importance will be shown
and named, as will also bo every city o1 town
having 5,000 inhabitan:s, besides a large selec-
tion of others with a smaller population. The
larger cities will be drawn to secale. London will on
it cover a space rather larger than that of a penny.
The globe will be examined trom a spiral gallery run-
ning round and round it, to the upper end of which
the spectator will Le taken by an elevator, and, as
the globe is slowly revolved, every portion of its
surface will come into view.— Newspuper clip.
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DISCERNEST THOU THE SIGN

OF THE TIMES ?—Mait. xvi. 1-3.

“He who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks knoweth thy works and thy
labour” (Rev. 1. 1-2).

HE history of the work of God in the
19th century is being written. Not
with ink but in “ fleshly tables of the
heart” (2 Cor. iii. 3). Truly the revi-

val of the truth in the latter days of the Gen-
tiles was not a chance matter. Those who
know all the circumstances of the case have
long since concluded that Dr. Thomas was a

-specially selected instrument in the hand of |

the Eternal, for the removal of the heap of
rubbish under which the truth had been
hidden by papal apostacy. He appeared
upon the scene at a time and under circum-
stances favourable for the work which was
done. The English-speaking race had been
delivered from the thraldom of Rome long
enouzh to be fitted to raise in their
midst that full demonstration of the beauti-
ful, simple, and vet ample elements of the
apostolic gospel. Had the work commenced
sooner, persecution might have stopped its
course. Had it been longer deferred the
“earth ” might have become too much engros-
sed in theintellectual dissertationsof unbelief
or perhaps wrapped up in the oriental mysti-
cism of ‘“occult” practices. For many
reasons it is easy to see how fitted was the
time for the appearance of such a man as
Dr. Thomas. He was a very Samson in the
midst of the Philistines, and smote them hip
and thigh. His sword was keen and sharp
and generally cut to the vital spot. Yet
though he fought his way through the ranks
of the enemy, he builded and planted. Not
the least part of his wonderful work was to
rivet the eyes of his contemporaries upon
those marvellous unfoldings of the prophetic
oracles which came from his pen. His work
of demonstrating gospel truth was complete
before he was laid to rest.

Just about this time a young warrior
appeared upon the scene labouring staunchly
in the same cause. It was plain to be
seen, however, that his methods and powers
differed from those of his companion in
lubour whom he succeeded. Robert Roberts
quickly saw that a divine hand directed the
work of his predecessor, and that conse-
quently that work must be complete. That
the nineteenth century believers had been
planted in the living way. That all the

elements of the Kingdom and the Name,
necessary for salvation, had been unfolded.
He conceived that they needed emphasis,
amplification and preservation. To this work
he addressed his whole soul. Likewise to
garnishing with loveliness, grace and beauty
the doctrine which had been so marvellously
revealed. His gifts were just fitted for this
work, and the circamstances of the case were
such as to develop his power in this direc-
tion to the highest degree.

Those discerningly aequainted with the
winds of doctrine blowing through the trees
of divine planting since our beloved brother
Doctor Thomas died, know that but for the
firm, skilful hand of brother Roberts the
nineteenth century brethren would have
inevitably smothered the precious newly dis-
covered truth with their befogging theories.
The twenty-seven years since Dr. Thomas
died, have seen almost every item of the
truth pass through the fierce light of con-
troversy, so that now there cannot be any
doubt whatever as to what that truth is.
We know what we believe, and we know in
what particular those who are not with us
depart from the doctrine so ably and so
fully reveale’l by the joint labours of Dr.
Thomas and brother Roberts.

Under these circumstances what shall we
do? Shall we allow ourselves to be drawn
into re-discussion of questions already
settled and about which there cannot be
any mistake as to what we believe? To do
so would land us in all the evils of contro-
versy with none of its compensating benefits
Far better for the editor of the Christa-
delphian and his co-labourers to devote
their energies to “ building one another up
in our most Holy Faith,” leaving those
who discern not their opportunity to
waste theiwr energies in further con-
troversy.

He who walketh in the midst of the
Light-stand said, “ That which ye have, hold
fast till I come;” “ Be watchful and
strengchen the things that remain” (Rev.
ii. 1, 25 iii. 2). This injunction might
well apply to those who are waiting and
watching for the second appearing of the
Lord in power and great glory.
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It is in the light of this command that the
writer, in many prayers for those beyond the
sea, hopes to “ be comforted together with
them by mutual faith” (Rom i. 12). Hé
trusts that by their prayers, a door of utter-
ance may be opened for him in the sense and
in the manner above indicated.

As to the forebodings of those who think
the loss of brother Roberts will signalise a
parting of the ways to apostacy or strife;
there are sowe veasons for thinking other-
wise, and to calm our fears. While it is
true that apostacy arose after the proclama-
tion of the truth in the first century, the
case is not quite parallel. The nineteenth-
century believers are in a reverse case.
Instead of the eastern sun appearing for a
little time and his light fading away it is
the advent of the day dawn with the sheen
of sunrise heralding the coming sun. After
the analogy of the physical heavens, and
according to Scripture testimony too, the
light becomes brighter and brighter ¢ until
the perfect day.” Brother Young, of
Chester, remarked the other day, *The
declension which took place in the first
century commenced in the days of the apostle
Paul and his co-apostles, in spite of their
presence and the divine gifts with which
they were endowed. It was while the light
was shining in its fulness that declension
took place. Had it been otherwise, we
might have said, Ah, you see, as soon as the
apostles died, men turned away from the
truth.” Now we see it was not so, for all
Asia turned from Paul during his liferime
(2 Tim. i. 15). The situation tlen differed
from the situation now. If it be the will of
the Father that a large number of servants
shall be found ready to welcome His Son
when he comes to claim his own, He will
guide the situation, and the faithful men
will respond to his paternal invitation.
Those who wish to falsify their own fore-
bodings will be up and doing. Those who
think that when Paul said *“ Wg shall not
all sleep,” he referred to a large number
ready to receive the Lord, will likewise « put
on the whole armour of God,” having their
loins girt about with truth, and the breast-
plate of righteousness, feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace, taking
the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the spirit.” They will re-
joice in the sunlight glittering over the

horizon, and labour in the Lord’s vineyard
while it is called to-day.
Hy. SuLLey.

[To the exhortations and definition of
policy above set forth—Amen! We have
neither time, strength, nor inclination to be
drawn into the discussion of questions
already “settled for ever.” We have just
been listening with respectful ear to the
voice of Christ's “chosen vessel :” ¢ Leav-
ing the (first) principles of the doctrine of
Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not
laying again the foundation of repentance
from dead works, and of faith towards God,
of the doctrine of baptisms, and of layiny
on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead,
and of eternal judgment. And this will we
do if God permit” (Heb. vi. 1-3). On the
other hand, we have listened to some learnel
summarisings of the evidence concerning the
authorship of the book of Job. The “ con-
clusion " is this: “ On the whole it is best
to leave the matter as an unsettled ques-
tion.” That may be a permissible, though
not a very satisfactory ** conclusion,” in such
a case; but in connection with the first
principles of the truth, such an attitude (and
it is not unknown) is deplorable, and can
never be tolerated by those who know in
whom they have believed.

As to “forebodings and fears,” they can
never be absent this side the ¢ glorious
rest.” “ Work out your salvation with fear
and trembling ”: that is, fear lest we come
short of pleasing God. Those who thus
exercise themselves, with the Word of God
richly indwelling, will be ready for anything
that may come. The glorious sunrise cometh
truly ; but for whom are its healing rays!?
(see Mal. iv. 1). The storm-tossed mariners
of the troubled night must brace themselves
to endure unto the end. In the ‘“time of
trouble” they cannot and do not expect ex-
emption ; but encourage themselves in Gor
in hope of at last coming safe to shore.—Eb. |

bR

THE ONE Bouk.—There is one book which is full
of wisdom. It is read more than any other boolk
in the world., It has been translated into all the
writte 1 languages of the earth. It has been morce
profusely iilustrated with pictures than any other
book It hasin it everything that could interest
man. Men could do without other hooks, but they
cannot do without this, if they arc to live f r ever.
Everybody knows what book it is : it is the Bible.
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MEDITATIONS.—No. XLVII.

« RETHREN have only to send the Meekness is an indispensable trait in the
genuine spiritual thing to find an || children of God. This is the reason for the
enthusiastic welcome in the Christ- || many references to it in the Bible. Itis
adelphian.” These were the words || described as of great price in God’s sight

of brother Roberts some years since in a | (1 Pet. iii. 4). Not only are we enjoined in

letter to the writer. Our brother also added: | a general way to cultivate this virtue (Col.

“The secret of acceptable writing is, 1, to | iii. 12; 1 Tim. vi. 11), bat we have the

have somethiny to say, and 2, to say it in " occasions enumerated when it is to be present

the fewest and best chosen words. Brief and to preside: in the reading of the Word
sentences ; simple words; ideas clear and - (Jas. i. 21); in the setting forth of the
strong. This is the style that pleases and  truth (1 Pet. iii. 15); in the restoring of
benefits. The reader gets the meaning with-  transgressors, and the recovery of the mis-
out labour, and is drawn on by the mere | informed and misguided (Gal. vi. 1; 2 Tim.
pleasure of the exercise. I am much afflicted | ii. 25); and in the exhibition of any and
by contributions the reverse of this. I am | every good work (Jas. iii. 13). As an
correspondingly gratified by the right article || incentive to faithfulness in this matter, we
when it comes: but this is a rare expe- || are told that Christ was specially sent to
rience.” If writers will contribute, and the || enlighten the meek (Is.lxi. 1). That it is

Editor make selections upon these lines, | the meek who are to receive providential

then will our Magazine be able to maintain | guidance and favour (Ps. xxv. 9), and that

its character among the brethren. What is || it is for the meek that the Kingdom is
wanted is quality, not quantity—truth, not ' prepared (Ps. exlix. 4; xxxvii. 11; Matt.
spoculation—Christ, not man.” The Christ- | v. 5). But let us pause and enquire— What
adelphian should be a haven of edification, | is meekness? ILet us notconfound meekness
comfort and rest for weary pilgrims, not a || with weak-mindedness or timidity. Moses
field for conflict, wrestling, and slaughter. was a very meek man-—an exemplary one—
‘ yet he could lead Israel in battle, and

A man has po heart to ¢ fight,” or “run,” || deliver to a disobedient nation the unpleasant
or “labour,” if his attainment of a reward || messages of God. Meekness, from the Bible
for so doing become doubtful or uncertain. standpoint, is a quiet, hamble, submissive

On reading this, someone will exclaim |' attitude towards God and His word. How

T » 3 7 - - - » .
“shocking,” ¢ base,” ‘ mercenary.” But | gscarce is the virtue in the world in which
not so. Common sense, backed up by || we live!

Scripture, leads us to look for a reward. If
we are not to strive for reward—much re- Contrition ccupies an important place
ward—why is the encouraging term ‘‘re- ll in the approach of man to God. Apart
ward ” employed? My reward is with | from contrition on our part, God will hold
me,” “ Your reward shall be great,” “The no intercourse with us. He has laid it
labourer is worthy of his reward,” ¢ He | down that He will look only to the one who
shall reward every man according to his | is of a contrite spirit (Is. Ixvi 2), and that
works.” TFurther, does not Christ set forth | He is nigh unto and dwells only with such
the same truth in his parable of the talents ¥ | (Ps. xxxiv. 18; Is. lvii. 15). What is con-
Also Paul in his allusion to the effulgenceof | trition? Let us not confound it with weep-
the stars in the millennial heavens? All || ing such as follows the excitement of a
this teaching is too simple to be miscon Salvation Army meeting, nor with that
strued. It must mean, and only mean,that || tearful frame of mind which is the painful
great faithfulness means great reward; || accompaniment of a low condition of health.
little faithfulness, little reward. The margin jj Contrition means sorrow, but not necessarily
is large, and where we individually stand, || tears. It means a genuine, intelligent, and
Heaven alone can tell. Let us then aim || repentant recognition of our sinfulness and
hish, and appreciate the goodness and || unworthiness in the presence of God. It
equity of God in the arrangement He has || should not need much reflection to bring us
made. to our senses. A straightforward look at

”
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Bible facts should speedily develop contri-
tion. Let a man, for instance, fairly face
the precepts in Paul’s writings, and measure
himself by them. Let him take Christ’s
example, in his love for God and man, and
contrast himself with him. Man is sinful,
and he knows it, and knowing it he should
be contrite. But most men love to fool
themselves in this matter. Oh! irrational
man.

“ As in Adam all die, even %0 in Christ
shall all be made alive ” {1 Cor. xv. 22).
This passage is still quoted in certain
quarters as evidence that only the baptised
will rice. When will some men learn
wisdom? Doubtless in certain cases this
inability to comprehend Paul’s simple’ and
obvious meaning is the reluctance to abandon
any seeming proof for the unreasonable
theory of the non-resurrectional responsi-
bility of enlightened rebels. But to repeat
once more the apostle’s meaning. Paul is
not referring to a mere rising from the
ground, but to a rising to eternal life.
Proof: The apostle says the order of the
making alive is, Christ the first-fruits, next,
those who are his at his coming, then the
end (verses 22,°23). Christ could not be
called the first-fruits, if the making alive
merely meant the resuscitation to flesh and
blcod existence, for in this many had pre-
cyded him. To wit, Lazarus, Jairus’
daughter, and others. But Christ was the
first raised to deathlessness and immortal
life. TFurther confirmation is to be found
in Paul’s statement that the resurrection, or
making alive, so far as his argument is con-
corned, implies the attainment of a spiritual
body (verses 42-44). If brethren are deter-
mined to hold on to the false theory already
alluded to, let them not distort this passage
to support it. God will not hold that man
euiltless, who is wilfully ignorant, or who
knowingly and persistently perverts the
simple teaching of any part of His word.

The condemnation in Rom. viii. 1 refers
to literal death to which all men are hasten-
ing on account of sin. This condemnation
is alluded to in other places in the epistle:
“ End of those things is death,” “ Wages of
sin is death,” ¢« Fruit unto death,”  Sin
hath reigned unto death” The condemna-
tion is removed im the relative sense when

the sinner’s destiny is changed, which is at
baptism, when his sins are forgiven and he
becomes related in Christ to eternal life. In
the actual sense the condemnation is not
removed tiil his mortality is vanquished by
the transformation of his body. This Paul
tells us in 1 Cor. xv. 54-56 : “ THEN shall
be brought to pass the saying, death is
swallowed up in victory. . The
sting of death is sin.” To keep these two
senses (prospective and actual) in mind is
very necessary, otherwise discrepancies are
created. For example, a believer is said to
possess eternal life (Jno. v. 24) whilst only a
seeker of it (Rom. ii. 7); to be in the king-
dom (Rev. i. 9), whilst only an heir of it
(Jas. ii. 5). He is similarly said to be
“ quickened,” “saved,” ‘“redeemed,” whilst
actually his realisation of these blessings is
future,.—A. T. J.

No music below the skies is equal to that of pure
silvery speech from the lips of a man or woman of
high culture.

THERE are three kinds of love—the first, inspired
by profit ; the second. by pleasure ; and the third,
by love for our neighbour’s welfare. The first is
niercenatry ; the second is selfish ; the third is pure
and stable.

Porrrarts or CHRIST.—For verysmany centuries
the world, like the visionary knight in Mr. William
Morris’s poem, has been familiar with that ‘¢ face
which no man could say he did not know.” The
greatest artists have read into it their own aspira-
tions, but it is recognisable in the humblest enamel
or terra cotta. What is the origin of the tradition ?
‘We cannot deny that the people among whom Our
Lord lived were acquainted with the art of
portraiture. Artistic the Semites never were, but
there were Romans and Greeks enough in Palestine,
who were fami'iar not only with portrait busts and
gems, but with such expressive portraits as we see
on Levantine mummy cases of the period. There is
nothing @ priort impossible in the idea of a portrait
ot Our Lord from the life, but there is not a hint of
such a thing in the earliest Christian writings.
Greeks and Levantines living in an atmosphere
saturated with art, and possessing no Semirtic
scruples about the representation of the Divine,
would almost inevitably ask for likenesses of their
Lord. But they probably could find none designed
from the life. Living witnesses of his life would
deseribe him, and auy converted terra-cotta worker,
or vase-painter, or glassworker, or gem-engraver
(men in humble social position) could design after
the description. The traditional type was so far
genuine that it was not Greek. Celsus, an oppo-
nent, called it ¢ ugly,” and its unlikeness to his
ideals, Dionysus, Hermes, Apollo, is, for what it
may be worth, all on the side of antheutic tradition.
But as to the value of that tradition we can have no
certainty, beyond the evidence of its un-Greek
character and unshorn hair.
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' “ At the end the vision shall speak” (Ilab. ii. ).

\‘ EEING we are almost through the year
1898 and the Lord has not manifested
himself to his household as many of
us expected he might do, it will

probably be profitable to look again at the
question of dates and see if any new light
can be thrown on the subject, or anything
turther be suggested. There is not much,
if any, doubt now in the minds of the
brethren that the three periods named in
Dan. xii. start together, and that the
“ Abomination making desolate” that was to
be “set up 7 is the Roman Catholic super-
stition which has made all nations drunk.
If that be so, the ““time, times aud a half”
would undoubtedly terminate with the fall
of the temporal power of the Pope. This
was consummated in 1870. In that yeur
the Pope, having just proclaimed his infalli-
bility, and being at once left in the hands of
his enemies by the withdrawal of the French
troops, through the Franco-German war,
was compelled to vacate the Quirinal, which
is the Palace of the Kiug in Lome, and
which was then occupied in spite of protest
by Victor Emmanuel. The Pope has since
then 1iesided in the Vatican only. This
marks the time of his loss of kingly power
most positively.

Tf 1870 is the termination of the 1260
years of the time, times and a half, we should
of course expect to find something of note at
the beginning of it. Do we find anything ?
A brother has recalled an important master
in connection with the year 610, which is
the beginning of the period. Phocas, who
by imperial edict constituted Boniface IIl.,
the Bishop of Rome, Sovereign and Univer-
sal Bishop in 607 1.p., gave to Boniface 1V.
in 609 the Rotunda or Pantheon at Rome,
which was the last of the pagan temples,
and was sacred to Cybele and all the pagan
gods and contained their images, and was
therefore the last monumept of pagan wor-
ship in Rome.* This Pantheon was trans-
formed into a Christian Church and was
publicly dedicated in the year 610 to Mary
“the Mother of God” and all the saints.t
The festival, which was at first held in the

* Smith and Cheetham Dictionory of Antiquities.
t Neander’s Church Hastory, vol. 5, page 1¢5,

mouth of May, was transferred (in 834) by
Pope Gregory IV. to November Ist and
called All Saints.

This publicly authorised idolatry. Invo-
cation to saints, which was hitherto a private
superstition, was publicly acknowledged, and
began to be used in the Liturgies. Saints,
o called, took the places of the Dii minores
of the pagans. The abomination that mak-
eth desolate was fully set up. The gods
protectors (Dan. xi. 38) were honoured and
enricked with twenty-eight cart-loads of
relice. Taking 1870, then, as the termina-
tion of time, times and a half, the thousand
two hundred and ninety will expire in 1900,
and the one thousand three hundred and
thirty-five will expire in 1945.

But why three periods of different
lengths? Because they point to different
events, the key to which is probably found
in Daniel vii. 21, where we have a sequence
of three events. 1st. The horn to prevail.
2nd. The Ancient of Days to come and judg-
ment be given to the saints of the Most
High. 3rd. The time came that the saints
possessed the kingdom.

If the twelve hundred and ninety refers
to the coming of the Ancient of Days, and
the inference is that it does, we may look
for the coming of Christ in 1900. This will
allow, as pointed out in the pamphlet, /s
Chaist very near ! Chapter xii., forty-five
years for resurrection, judgment, proclama-
tion of the Gospel, and subjugation of the
nations, to the time of the waiting saints
being blessed.

I have also been very much impressed
with the following line of thought with
respect to the vision of the Evening Morn-
ing, and if my deduction is correct it cor-
roborates the foregoing statement.

With respect to this period T must adopt
the view of our brother Dr. Thomas, that
the reading should be 2400. It cannot be
2300 because that number of years is long
passed, and still the sanctuary is not
cleansed.

Also there is another reason why it should
be 2400, which has been pointed out by
brother Griftiths, of Corwen, which is that it
contains a jubilee of jubilees of years. In
Leviticus xxv. 8 the jubilee is to be counted
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by seven sevens, making forty-nine, when
the jubilee trumpet was to be sounded.
Taking forty-nine as the jubilee number and
multiplying it by itself we get 2401,
which is therefore a jubilee of jubilees.

The question then is, seeing the sanctuary
has not been cleansed, when did this period
begin{ We are told with. respect to this
vision (Daniel viii. 27) that ‘“none under-
stood it,” and we can see also in the 9th
chapter, verse 2, that Daniel had been try-
ing until the first year of Darius to find it
out, and having made the matter the subject
of prayer (verses 17 to 19) the Angel
Gabriel was sent to give him understanding
concerning the matter of the vision (verse
23).  This must be the vision of the Even-
ing Morning, for he had not been shown
another vision since, and he says (verse 21)
that he had seen Gabriel in the vision, a fact
which is also stated in chap. viii. v. 16. It
is evident, therefore, that the explanation
that follows, namely, the “seventy weeks,”
is an elucidation of the Evening Morning
vision, and is a part of it and not a separate
prophecy, and also that being a part of it, it
must be the beginning part of it, and
consequently the Evening Morning and the
Seventy Weeks begin at the same time.

We are by this given a safe clue within
a few months as to the beginning, it must be
490 years before the cutting off of Messjah.
Jesus would be about 34 years of age at his
erucifixion, which deducled from 490, makes
the beginning of the Seventy Weeks in
456 B.C., which is the year of the decree
from Aitaxerxes to rebuild the walls of
Jerusalem. Taking 456 as the beginniny,
and counting 2400 vears from that date we
reach 1944 A.D., when the sanctuary will
have been cleansed and ready for the 2401
which is the jubilee, when the trumpet will
be blown and the Host gathered.

This prophecy is distinetly connected with
the sanctuary and God’s own nation, but
there is another prophecy in Daniel which
applies distinctly to the Gentiles. It is
interesting to see how this works out in com-
parison with the two previous periods. I
allude to the seven times of Nebuchadnezzar.
The only question in doubt with regard to
this is when to date from. I think we
cannot be wrong if we take 605 B . as the
beginning of this period. This date, accord-
ing to Blair’s Chronology, is the first year of

the Captivity, and Nebuchadnezzar began to
reign about the same time or within a few
months. Counting from 605 B.c., the 2520
years or seven times will expire in1915, and
allowing 30 years as the hour of judgment
to subjugate the nations we arrive once
more at 1945, Taking the year 1900 as the
date of the Lord’s coming there would be a
margin of 15 jears before the seven times of
the Gentiles expire, which would probably
be filled in by the judgment of the House-
hold and the proclamation of the Everlast-
ing Gospel to the Nations.

The three periods may be summarised as
follows :—

Ist, From the sefting-up of the Papal
abomination in 610 to the end of these
wonders.

610 plus 1260 ended in 1870

610 ,, 1290 ends in 1900
610 ,, 1335 ends in 1945
2nd, The Evening Morning 2400.
Began ... 456 B.C.
Ends ... c. 1944 av.
2400

Adding one year for the jubilee makes the
date 1945.

3rd, The seven times of the Gentiles.

2520
" Began ... 605 B.C.
Ends ... 1915 a.p.

Add for hour of judgi}?ent: 30

1945 A.p.

Be ye therefore ieady, for in such an
hour as ye think not the Son of Man
cometh. May we be able to say, even so,
come Lord Jesus, come quickly.

A. H. HorsLEy.

PALESTINE FOR THE JEWS —In connection with
the idea of founding a Jewish nation in Palestine,
which is just uwow causing much interest both
among Jews and Gentiles it is interesting to call to
mind that there are between 6 000 000 and 7 000,000
Jews in the world, 2 000 000 ot whom, according to
an estimate of Sir Samuel Moutagu, might be relied
upon to go to Palestive. To puichase that countiy
from the Twikish Government will, 1t is computed,
cost some £ 2,000 000 sterling.—Jcrap.




L

26

“WE GROAN, BEING BURDENED.”

“WE GROAN,

BEING BURDENED.”

“ OY cometh :” thus are we assured.
“ O that it were come:” thus oft
with fervour might the weary
watchers respond ; and even as they

breathed the response, feel borne in upon
them the heart-sickness of ‘ hope deferred.”
Heavily, and more heavily, bears the burden
of mortality on those who, because of their
aspirings and strivings toward the highest,
seem at times to sink lower beneath it.
Keener grows their longing for the angelic
beauty and efficiency promised to all who
shall be judged ¢ worthy.” ¢ The Morning
Stars,” looking upon their completed work,
mighty and fair, could sing together in an
abandon of divine ecstasy, but the children
of clay—clay-encumbered, must continually
realise that such is not yet their portion,
that it cannot be theirs to joy without
restraint, while still ““in this tabernacle they
groan, being burdened.” Is it consolation
to remember—as we are so frequently
bidden to do—that thisis no new experience
for those who set out on the long and narrow
road that stretches so far back into the
darkness, but whose end in front is lost in
brightness.

Let us turn our mental eyes back and
away, traversing in thought many thousands
of miles, many centuries of years. Seein a
Syrian desert, seated beneath a solitary tree,
a traveller—a fugitive, alone and weary.
Who is it? Back a little further in the his-
tory of the forlorn wanderer: he is again
alone, though now in the midst of a multi-
tude. There is a mighty question at issue.
On one side stand a king and priesthood,
and a trembling, halting people on the other.
Elijah, sent a messenger from the Lord of
heaven and earth, whose dishonoured name
and insulted majesty he now prepares to see
vindicated. The nature of the controversy,
he has made known in his opening words to
assembled Israel : “How long halt ye
between two opinions? If the Lord be God,
follow Him ; but if Baal, then follow him.”
He has called for a sacrificial test, and they
have agreed that supremacy shall be granted
to ¢ the God that answereth by fire.” All
day long have the false prophets of Baal
striven in vain to elicit a response from
their God. More and more frantically they
appeal, urged on by the irony of the sternly

faithful servant of Jehovah. But now the
time of the “evening sacrifice ” has arrived,
and still there is no voice, nor any that
answers or regards. They have had ample
time, and Elijah’s voice soundsin the ears of
all the people: ¢ Come near unto me.”
With the authority of heaven he commands,
and then prays: ¢ Lord God of Abraham,
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this
day that thou art God in Israel, and that I
am thy servant, and that I have done all
these things at thy word. Hear me, O
Lord, hear me, that this people may know
that thou art the Lord God, and that thou
hast turned their hearts back again.” The
prayer ascends on high, and God — the
living God, is not slow to attend. He does
not fail or hesitate to respond. Fire bursts
from heaven, and marvellously accomplishing
its work, altar, sacrifice, and water, are
all consumed, and with a cry of penitent
acknowledgment, the people return to their
allegiance. Then with unabated zeal and
vigour, the man of God pursues his task
to its terrible but righteous consummation,
bathing the sword of retribution in the blood
of the prophets of Baal. But the wrath of
vhe idolatrous queen goes forth against him,
and he is compelled to flee.
Back to the desert, recognising now in
the way-worn stranger, this so highly
honoured messenger of Jehovah. Surely,
though his frame be spent and weary. his
heart is full of exultation, his spirit uplifted
with the fire of divine zeal There are
words on his lips,—Stoop and listen : “Itis
enough ; now O Lord take away my life, for
I am not better than my fathers.” Thus
hys it been, thus will it be, with those of
whom ¢ the world is not worthy,” until
“ the earnest expectation of the creature” is
realised in “‘ the manifestation of the sons of
God.”
Stunned and amazed the clay-clogged senses
fall,

Before that glimpse of glory, life, and
power ;

That radiant apocalypse of sons,

Once born of earth, now purged of human
stain :

The expectation of the creature waits,

But waiteth not in vain,

B. L.
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“We look for the Saviour
beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord,
my dearly beloved.” — Paul.

“STAND FAST.”

“STAND FAST”

therefore my brethren dearly

ServANT of Christ, stand fast amid the scorn

Of men who little know or love thy Lord;

Turn not aside from toil: cease not to warn,
Comfort, and teach. Trust Him for thy reward;
A few more moments’ suffering, and then

Cometh sweet rest from all thy heart’s deep pain.

God’s grace seek thou, for much thou needest grace ;
If men thy work deride, —what can they more ?
Christ’s weary foot thy path on earth doth trace :

If thorns wound thee, they wounded Him before ;
Press on, look up, though clouds may gather round :
Thy place of service He makes hallowed ground.

Have friends forsaken thee, and cast thy name
Out as a worthless thing? Take courage then :
Thus saith thy Master; for they did the same
To Him, who once in patience toiled for them :
Yet He was perfect in all service here ;

Thou oft has failed : this maketh Him more dear.

Self- vindication shun: if in the right,
What gainest thou by taking from God’s hand
Thy cause ! If wrong, what dost thou but invite

. Satan himself thy friend in need to stand?

Leave all with God. If right, He'll prove thee so ;
If not, He'll pardon ; humbly to Him go.

Be wise, be watchful. Wily men surround
Thy path. Be careful, for they seek with care
To trip thee up. See that no plea be found
In thee thy Master to reproach. The snare
They set for thee will then themselves enclose,
And God His righteous judgment thus disclose.

“The time is short:” seek little here below ;
Earth’s goods would cumber thee, and drag thee down ;
Let daily food suffice ; care not to know

Thought for to-morrow that may never come.

Thou shalt not perish, for thy Lord is nigh,

And His own care will all thy need supply.

—J.J. P

oo
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

By tue Ebirtor.

J. M.—Dr. Thomas’ expression in the
third paragraph on page 208 Eureka, vol 1,
although savouring of Trinitarianism when
superficially considered, is to be construed
only in harmony with his general teaching
and the facts of the case. “ God is Spirit,”
and “the Fountain of life.” Christ, the
vine, with the branches of his own definition,
was “in God the Father.” This is mani-
festly the Doctor’s meaning.

S. B.—There does not appear to be any
reason why a brother should not be a post-
man. As a matter of fact many are, and
do not allege any very special difficulties
connected with their calling. ¢ Stepping
very near the devil?” Well, in the
devil’s kingdom that is scarcely avoidable.
Paul recognised this when speaking to the
Corinthians. If you are to utterly escape
the company of the “fornicators, covetous,
extortioners, and idolaters,” why “thena
must ye needs go out of the world.” ¢TI pray
not,” said the Lord, ¢ that thou shouldest
take them out of the world, but that thou
shouldest keep them from the evil” A
brother-postman walking faithfully in the
sight of the Lord will “ overcome the wicked
one.”

J. M. asks :—“Isit scriptural for brethren
and sisters to co-pperate with those outside
the Household of Faith in dancing and
singing songs at a Christadelphian Mar-
riage?” If anyone says, Yes, it evinces a
sad lack of discernment as to the aim of the
Gospel to take out of the Gentiles a people
for God’s name.

W.J. E.—The history of the period of
the fulfilment of Ezekiel’s prophecies against
Egypt in its subjugation by Nebuchadnezzar
and final reduction to a base kingdom, is
thus briefly recapitulated in a recent work :
« The warlike Necho (612-596 B.c.) advanced
to the reconquest of Syria, and defeated and
slew Josiah, King of Judah, at Migeddo,
deposed his son Jehoahaz, and set on the
throne Jehoiakim, who paid him tribute (2
Kings xxiil. 29, 35). Necho’s campaign,
however, ended disastrously in a defeat
inflicted on him by Nebuchadnezzar of

Babylon, in a great battle at Carchemish ;
and “the King of Ezypt came not again any
more out of his land: for the King of
Babylon had taken from the river of Egypt
unto the river Euphrates, all that belonged
to the King of Egypt” (2 Kings xxiv. 7).
Again. one of his successors, Uah-ab-Ra, the
Hophra of the Bible, made some attempt at
Syrian conquest, and succeeded in capturing
Sidon; but his successor, Amasis 11,
followed a wiser policy in refraining from
foreign campaigns, and during his long and
successful reign (572-528 B.c.) restored the
internal prosperity of the country. But the
end was now approacliing. In 539 B.C, the
Persians had captured Babylon, and now
rapidly marched westward for further con-
quests. In 527 B.c., the Persian King,
Camnbyses, defeated the Egyptian army with
great slaughter before the frontier fortress
of Pelusium, and after capturing Memphis,
easily conquered the whole kingdom. Here
practically ends the history of Egypt as an
independent power. It is true that for a
brief period of 60 years in the fourth cen-
tury B.c., she managed to shake herself free
of the Persian yoke, but she was again
subdued in 340 B.c. From the Persians she
passed to Alexander the Great; for three
hundred years she was ruled by the Mace-
donian House of the Ptolemies ; and on the
death of Cleopatra, the last of that race,
Egypt became a Roman province.”

F. G.—No doubt the answer of Micaiah
in 1 Kings xxii. 15 is to be taken as an
ironical reechoing of the reply of the false
prophets. The adjuration that it at once
evoked from Ahab (v. 16), shows that it
must have been so. Thus challenged,
Micaiah speedily altered both tone and mes-
sage, showing that the Lord had spoken evil
concerning Ahab. The blow on the cheek
from the discredited Zedekiah, the prompt
committal to prison by the enraged king,
and Micaiah’s challenge to all the people as
he departed (v. 28,) emphasized the contrast
between the false and the true ; the fortunes
of the day vindicated the one against the
four hundred, and Israel returned “having
no master,” the idolatrous Ahab having
fallen beneath the divinely guided arrow
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from the bow that a certain man drew at a
venture.

G. A.F. writes: “Inl Tim. vi. 14-16, the
one spoken of is the Lord Jesus Christ.
Verses 15 and 16 give him the attributes of
Deity—¢ Who only hath immortality, and
whom no man hath seen, nor can see’ It
seems to present a contradiction to other
parts of the Word where the attiibutes of
the Son are said to be derivable from his
Father. Besides, Christ was seen and
handled, and surely the nominative in these
verses is the Lord Jesus Christ. These
passages are quoted, too, in support of the
Trinity. Then Heb. iii. 1-4 appear to uphold
the Trinity, and are quoted to me because
¢ this man’ is spoken of (Christ, of course .
Then it says he built the house, and in verse
4 that God buwilt itv.”

In 1 Tim. vi, the Lord Jesus truly
is spoken of in verse 14, but not in
15-16.  You rightly emphasise the distinc-
tion between the seen and the unseen, the
approachable and the unapproachable, the
inherent deathlessness of the ““blessed and
only Potentate,” and the derived life (Jno.
v. 26) of His beloved Son. This is in
harmony with the allusion of Ch. i. 17:
‘“the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the
only wise God.” ¢ The appearing of our
Lord Jesus Christ”’ is here said by Paul to
be a matter that the Father will “show in
His times.” This agrees with the Lord’s
own teaching concerning the “times and
seasons which the Father hath put in His
own power’ (Acts i. 7) concerning the
promised restoration of Israel. Peter spoke
afterwards of the ¢ times of refreshing (that
shall) come from the presence of the Lord ;
and He shall send Jesus Christ ” The
Revised Version puts the matter a little
more clearly. Trinitarian exegesis would
land us in endless contradictions. As to
Heb. iii. 3-4, Trinitarianism would con-
tradict the explicit declaration of verse 6,
that Christ’'s faithfulness was “as a Son
over God’s house” (see margin of R.V.).
The Son is subordinate to the Father,
although superior to the most faithful of
servants. His majesty is the topic of
chapter 1, where he is described as “ the
brightness of His (the Father’s) glory, and
the express image of His person, and
upholding all things by the word of His

power.” The whole life and work of Moses
was but a “testimony” to Christ, who in
the purpose of the Father was anterior to
Moses, and even ¢ hefore Abraham,” and
who, being “God with us” in Israel, was
thus the Builder in manifestation. 1lisown
teaching concerning his relation to the
Father’s house (Jno. xiv.; Rev. iii. 12) is
unintelligible to Trinitarianism and to all
uninstructed in ‘“ the things concerning the
Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ.”

Did Christ obtain eternal redemption for
us by keeping the law or by faith ?

Neither by one nor the other separately,nor
by both of themselves, but by obedience, in
both, unto death, even the death of the
cross, and resurrection for our justification
(Phil. ii. 3; Rom. v. 8; Rom. ix. 25), not
forgetting that God was in Christ, and the
pimary worker in the wonderful work of
salvation.

The sacrifice of certain victims without the
camp, whose blood was brought into the
sanctuary, being typical of the Christ (Heb.
xiii. 11 and 12), how is the latter part of the
type fulfilled in Him ?

The “sanctuary” in its totality was a
divine arrangement for certain objects. The
anti-type is another divine arrangement,
having elements in it answering to the
various parts of the Mosaic type. The vail,
we are told, typified the flesh of Christ.
Every other appurtenance of the sanctuary
has its parallel in him at one time or other.
¢ The substance is of Christ.” The pointof
Paul’s statement is that as the bodies of
the beasts whose blood was offered in the
sanctuary, were burnt without the camp;
so Christ (accepted of God) was made a
sin-offering outside of the Mosaic ritual,
in consequence of which, believers had to
(spiritually) ¢ go forth to him without the
(Israelitish) camp ” (or constitution of
things recognised among the Jews) bearing
reproach at their hands.

Was Jesus the Nazarite of the law?
(Numb. vi. 1-8). If not, what is the mean-
ing of his vow? (Matt. xxvi. 29; Mark
xiv. 25 ; Luke xxii. 18;) and what, to him,
the consequence of its wviolation ? (Mats.
xxvil. 48 ; Mark xv. 36 ; John xix. 30).
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Jesus was not the *“ Nazarite of the law ;”
nor was any person in particular. The
Nazarite law was for any who wished to
separate themselves to the Lord in special
consecration for a season. Jesus was
“separate unto the Lord” all the days of
his life —holy, harmless, undefiled. He was
consecrated throughout, yet he drank wine
which the Nazarite law prohibited, showing
his separation was not under the Nazarite
law. Matt. xxvi. 29, and the other places
referred to, do not set forth a ¢ vow,” but
the prophetic declaration of a fact, that after
the passover he was then partaking of with
his disciples, at which wine was partaken,
Jesus would not again drink wine with
them till the kingdom of God should be
established. There being no vow, there was
no “ violation,” and no consequence thereof.

If Jesus was under w violated vow ; had an
igsue tn his flesh ; had wounds in his head,
hands, and feet ; was cursed in the manner of
his death (Gal. iii 13); touched a grave
( Numbers xix. 16);—all or any of these—
would he be clean on awaking to life on the
third day ?  Would he be exempted from the
obligations of the law made and provide for
such contingencies ¢

Paul’s teaching is that ¢ the law hath
dominion over a man so long as he liveth”
(Rom. vii. 1). Therefore, even on the
(mostly) inadmissible suppositions with
which the question is prefaced, the answer
would be “yes.” The law obtained all it
could claim in his death. There could be
no “obligation” after that event. It is
upon this very principle that Paul says,
“ Ye are become dead to the law BY THE
BODY OF CHRIST, that ye should be married
to another, to him that is raised from the
dead.”

Haod Jesus “ an wsue in has flesh 7’ ( Lev.
xv. 2). If not, to what does the evangelist’s
evidence tend ? (John xix. 31). And why
18 he so partwcular in asserting the veracity
of his record ! (verse 35).

In literal terms, the running of blood and
water from the wound of the Roman spear
was an ““issue,” but it was not such an issue
as was contemplated by the law. It was
not an issue “in” the flesh which imports
that the flesh is the organic cause. It was
a mere oozing of fluids liberated mechani-

cally from their ordinary channel, whereas an
issue is a projection of diseased fluids from
within the structure by the spontaneous force
of the flesh itself. The stress John lays on
his testimony has reference to the “piercing”
which caused the bloody outflow, because
this piercing had to do with a prophecy, and
because it was resorted to as a precautionary
substitute for bone-breaking, which had also
been the subject of prediction in a negative
sense.

AN INTELLIGIBLE RULE OF ACTION.

“ Supposing I send bread to a bakehouse
and the journeyman spoils it through careless-
ness, should I be justified in applying to his
master for recompense, seeing my application
might lead to the man’s discharge 7"

ANnswer.—Jesus prescribes to his disciples
a very simple and intelligible rule of action
which is applicable to all such matters:
“ As ye would that men should do unto you,
do ye even so to them.” Supposing H.E.B.
were the “ baker’s man,” with orders from
B.M. to “bake me a cake as fast as you
can ;" and supposing, like Alfred the Great,
he were to indulge in reverie instead of
minding the cake, and to discover that.
in the words of David (Ps. xxxix. 3), while he
mused, the fire burned “the cake,” would
he that B.M. should go to his master, and
endanger his daily bread! No; he would
be much obliged to him if he would take
his tribulation quietly, and he content with
a promise that he should try to do better
next time. “ As ye would that men should
do unto you,” &e.

HUSBAND AND WIF.i.

“ What s to be thought of a brother or
sister who makes no interference with wife or
husband deliberately getiing into debt, but
rather excuses it ?

ANswiR.—A brother or sister, in such a
case, is “ partaker of the evil deeds” of
their partners: but the difficulty would be
to know when such a state of things existed.
It is next to impossible to judge between
husband and wife. The best way is not to
interfere. ¢ Excuses,” such as are referred
to in the question, may be mistaken.
Perhaps they might only be put forward to
meet undue censure, and be dropped as
between the partners themselves. The old
illustration of the scissors has many
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parallels ; the blades go contrary ways, but
if anybody comes between, they urite to cut
the intruder.

The Christadelphian.

(He is not ashamed to call them brethren.—Heb. ii. 11.)

JANUARY, 1899.

*¢ And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the
moon, and in the stars ; and upon the earth distress
of nations with perplexity ; the sea and the waves
roaring ; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are coming upon the
earth : for the powers of the heaven shall be shaken.
And then shall they see the Son of Man coming in a
cloud with power and great glory. And when these
things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift
up your heads ; for your redemption draweth nigh ”
(Luke xxi. 25-28). That these words of Jesus,
uttered now nearly nineteen hundred years ago,
have to do with the end of ¢ the times of the
Gentiles” may be ascertained from a study of the
preceding verses of the chapter. The destruction of
Jerusalem was forty years distant in the future when
he spoke, and naturally therefore filled a larger field
in the mental perspective than the destruction of all
the kingdom of the adversary that was to follow at
a future so much more remote. Still the right
relation of the two series of events is discernible to
f*senses exercised by reason of use,” especially in
‘¢ the time of the end” when the vision speaks and
does not lie,. 'WE Do 8EE these things begin o come
to pass ; why should not we ‘“look up ” expectantly ?
According to the measure of our faith and
obedience we shall, and do. This is the criterion :
if our faith be small our obedience will be
proportionately faltering, and exultation in the
midst of the gathering gloom, in hope of deliverance,
diffieult or impossible. But why should our faith
be small? Is the evidence insufficient to justify a
full assurance of faith?” Where and what is the
evidence? Is it not in the Word of God, in the
History of the past, and the world-wide develop-
ments of the tangled and troubled present ? If we
neglect the Word, remain culpably ignorant of the
wondrous manner in which the divine will has so far
been accomplished upon earth, restrict our contem-
plations concerning the present to our own fleeting
lives in their petty cares and pleasures, shall we have
faith ¥ NEVER !—the golden thread is not woven in
without the use of the provided implements with

determined industry. The negligent and careless
are rebuked even by the blind that are out of the
way. Thus, the Church Review says of

1899 AND PALESTINE,

¢* The old nineteenth century is passing away, and
soon the twentieth will come upon the world.
Whatever it may bring to Palestine God only, in
His infinite foreknowledge, can tell, but it may not
be presumption to hope it may be the restoration of
Israel in Palestine and the Re-union of Christendom
—to both of which (humanly speaking) it 1s highly
probable that the events at Jerusalem of 1898 will
have greatly contributed.”

Strange mixture of antagonistic ideas truly ; but
still thrown together with some traditional regard for
the Word of God, and ‘“looking after those things
which are coming on the earth,” and better atany
rate than dead silence at such a time as this. ¢ The
Restoration of Israel in Palestine” is one thing, a
divinely promised thing, altogether blessed and
glorious.  ‘“The Re-union of Christendom ” is
another thing, a divinely revealed thing (Rev.
xvii. 18-14) transient and hateful. It precedes
the Restoration of Israel, in the same manner
as the Union or combination of the Canaanite
and other kings, preceded the restoration, ages ago,
to the same land, of Abram’s afflicted seed, after
prolonged sojourn in the enemy’s land (Gen. xv.;
Ex, xii, ; Josh. ix. 10), To the Church Review the
comparison would of course seem monstrous ; but
‘¢ the Stone that the builders rejected,” citing the
testimony concerning Himself against the ¢* builders’
of Isracl, made an application of the word that
seemed to them just as monstrous. If disobedient
Israel was divinely compared with ‘‘Sodom and
Gomorrah” (Is. i. 10) ; it ought not to be ** unthink-
able” that Christendom might figure in the divine
estimation as comparable with and related to
*“ Babylon” (Rev, xvii. 5). Things are not always
what they seem ; God’s view and man’s view differ
by the same extent as God’s ‘‘ ways” and
““ thoughts” and man’s ‘‘ ways” and *‘thoughts”
(Is. lv. 8-9). That it should be possible for the
wicked to forsake his way and receive mercy aud
abundant pardon of the Most High is a gracious
condescension of His insulted Majesty. That He
should have revealed landmarks on the weary road
Zionwards 1s a merciful provision of His grace.
Amidst the increasing cares, conflicts and troubles
of these days of our vanity, let us not neglect
His Word; but in patient and prayerful atten-
dance on it, and continuance in the well-doing
engendered by it, seek for the glory, honour and
immortality which is possessed by the Lord
already, and will surely be bestowed upon those
who shall have overcome, when he comes again,
occording to his promise, “‘ with power and great
glory.” '

At
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32 EDITORIAL.

We tender liearty thanks to fellow-sojourners who
have renewed their subseriptions to the Christadel-
phian, with words of earnest encouragement at a
time of special distress. We may select one letter
as typical of mny in the same strain.

Pomona, Cal, U.8.A.

Dear BrorHER WALKER, —Enclosed please findan
order which the brethren and sisters here have givein
me to send you. Feeling much interest in the con-
tinvauce of the Christadelphian, 1 have put forth
a little extra effort to add to the list of subscribers
in this place, but have sncceeded in gaining only one
as yet. My interest is not from any party spirit,
but because the Christadelphian upholds the Truth,
as it was so graciously given to us in these last days
of Gentile times in its entirety. While boldly
defending purity of doctrine it has firmly and
kindly manifested the spirit of our Lord and Master
in precept and example, and unceasingly urged the
brethren to that practical life expressed in such
warnings as *‘ Without holiness no man shall see
the Lord,” and **If any man have not the spirit of
Christ he is none of his,” qualifications absolutely
essentiil to ‘* make us meet for the Mastor’s use.”
These characteristics have made the Christadelphian
highly appreciated by the older brethren, a very
necessary help that we would not be willing to do
without. As to its future, we sympathise with what
is said under that head in November number and
feel confident the successors to brother Roberts will
not allow it to depreciate as a most valuable help to
the flock in obtaining the bread of life—*- feeding
the chmich of God.” T feel I canuot add anything
to the many touching reflectious on the death and
loss of our dear brother Roberts. We can only join
in the general lamentation which will soon be
turned into songs of joy. With much fraternal love,
I am. your brother. Lonking for the redemption of
Israel, and praying that you may have help from
above to sustain you in your new respousibilities, —
H. J. Moorz.

A WELL-MERITED REBUKE.

For a little while longer, before the thunders of
divine judgment silence their foolish tongues the
self-styled ¢‘ Reverends” raise their blasphemous
voices against the word of God. Sometimesstheir
extravagances provoke protest even in their own
ranks. Thus it has been recently in Wales. Brother
S. Jones, of Merthyr, sends clips, the first of which,
from the Merihyr Express of December 3rd, reports
the utterance of the " Rev.” W. Griffiths B.D., of
Pontypridd, who was formerly connected with the
Congregationalists. He spoke on Sunday, November
27th, from a Unitarian pulpit on ‘“ The modern view
of the Bible.”

“ He proceeded to show that by a study of the
Bible itself, and also by the acknowledged opinion
of modern writers, the Bible was not written as an
authority. but, as his text had it, ‘ for their learn-
ing.” Owing to philological researches and literary
criticism, the views on the Bible had changed con-
silerably, and it was now understood at its true
value—as a collection of books, compiled by men of

widely different temperaments and attainments, and
each reflecting the ideas and knowledge of the time.
It could not be looked upon, therefore, as infallible,
or as being correct in detail. He also contended
that a good deal of Christianity was based upon
the writings of Paul, and not upon the sayings of
Christ. And as for the book of Revelations, it was
but a kind of Pilgrim’s Progress.”

This was too much for the ‘‘Rev.” J. Bowen
Jones, B.A., Brecon, who edits the Welsh Congrega-
tional monthly Cenad Hedd, The South Wales
Echo of Dec. 10th says :

¢ The magazine has a novel feature in its current
issue. In his ¢ preface’ fo the 1898 volume, which
he now publishes, he criticises his critics, or, as he
puts it, he Sreviews the reviewers’ of the magazine,
and he does it pretty eflectively. One sengence in
the article which is likely to cause no little sensation
is the following :—‘ Time was when we could seek in
vain for an Atheistical book in the Welsh language.
Now they emanate from the tabernacles of Zion and
the Congregational Press, with the support and
praise of reverend watchmen ; the doors of dwelling-
houses and of pulpits are open to persons who assert,
absolutely without foundation, that the man from
Tarsus received not sufficient light and conversion
on the way, and that it would have been a blessing
1o him and the world had he been under their tuition
before attempting any work of evangelisation from
Jerusalem to Illyricum, or writing any of his
epistles.””

Well said, Mr. Jones! But dissenting chapels are
not ‘‘ Tabernacles of Zion ' nor are such watchmen
““reverend ” in the slightest degree, but rather akin
to the ‘“blind and ignorant” watchmen of Israel
whom God gave over to the beasts of the field to
devour (Is..lvi.). Mr. Griffiths well deserves his
rebuke. What sort of a process he means by ““a
study of the Bible itself” may be inferred from his
turning upside down of Rom. xv. 4, from which he
takes the phrase *“for our learning.” What sort of
“ comfort "’ could be obtained from ** fallible * Serip-
tures, incorrect in many details and dealing with
subjects professedly above human ken ¢ If he
had withstood Paul to the face in days gone
by, as he now withstands his writings, he might
have been made to know expeirimentally and
without °-study,” and apart from ‘¢opinion”
acknowledged or otherwise that the things Paul
wrote were the commandments of the Lord and
that the things he spoke had behind them the
power of the Lord in attestation, and ability to
avenge the insult of resistance. Elymas, the
sovcerer, discovered this to his cost. But what is it
to Mr. Griffiths that Paul was Christ’s *‘ chosen
vessel ” ¢ It was a long time ago, and Paul is dead
—(Stay, perhaps Mr. Griffiths thinks he is in
heaven ! Worse still for him if he does)—and the
Lord is silent. When HEk spoke of the Seriptures
He said ** The Scriptures cannot be broken.” But
then, of course, ‘ philological and literary research ”
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“ de (Jesus) that sanctrfieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father) for whach couse
he 15 not ashamed to call them BRETHREN “—(Heb. 11. 11)
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THE RESULTS OF THE “ WAR IN HEAVEN.”

By Dr. THOMAS.

HIS battle of Adrianople had been a
consummation of “woe to the inhab-
iters of the earth’: the time had
now come for a like consummation of

“woe to the inhabiters of the.sea.” Here
were five hundred and fifty vessels full of
combatants, drawn together from the mari-
time parts of the Roman earth, to engage in
the great conflict between the worshippers of
the idols, and the Catholic believers in the
Divine Unity. While Constantine was be-
sieging Byzantium, to which Licinius had
retired after his defeat at Adrianople, Cris-
pus, the eldest son of Constantine, was
entrusted with the daring enterprise of
forcing the passage of the Hellespont. This
he performed with great courage and success.
The engagement between the contending
fleets lasted two days. A south wind
springing up about noon, carried his vessels
against the enemy, and as the advantage
was improved by his skill and intrepidity,
he soon obtained a complete victory. A
hundred and thirty vessels were destroyed,
and five thousand men were slain. The
Hellespont being now open, Licinius per-
ceived that he could not hold Byzantium
much longer. Therefore, hefore the place
was surrounded, he prudently removed his
person and treasures to Chalcedon in
Ansia.

’

|
|
|

Such were still the resources and abilities
of Licinius, that, after so many successive
defeats, he collected in Bithynia a new army
of fifty or sixty thousand men, while Con-
stantine was still actively employed in the
siege of Byzantium. The vigilant Michael
did not neglect the last struggles of the
Dragon. He transported a considerable
part of his victorious army across the Bos-
phorus ; and soon after their landing fought
the decisive battle of the war on the heights
of Chrysopolis, or, as it is now called, Scutari.
“The angels ” of the Dragon, though lately
raised, ill armed, and worse disciplined,
made head against “ the Michael and his
angels ” with fruitless but desperate valour,
till a total defeat, and the slaughter of five-
and-twenty thousand men, irretrievably de-
termined the fate of the Supreme Pontiff
of the Idols and his adherents. Licinius
retired to Nicomedia, from whence he
opened negotiations with Constantine. Peace
and affluence were granted to him on con-
dition of sacrificing Martinianus, whom he
had created Augustus, and of resigning the
imperial office.  Licinius accordingly solicited
and accepted the pardon of his offences,
laid himself and his purple at the feet of
his Zord and Master, was raised from the
ground with insulting pity, was admtted
the same day to the imperial banquet, and
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soon after was sent away to Thessalonica,
which had been chosen for the place of his
confinement, which was soon terminated by
death at the hand of the executioner.

Such was the result of this last “war in
the heaven.” ¢ The Dragon and his angels
fought and prevailed not ; neither was their
place found any more in the heaven” (verse
8). ‘“He was cast out into the earth ; and
his angels were cast out with him ” (verse
9): and in his projection, “ his tail drew the
third part of the stars, and cast them to the
earth ” (verse 4). The memory of Licinius
was branded with infamy, his statues were
thrown down, and, by a hasty edict, all his
laws, and all the judicial proceedings of his
reigh were at once abolished. By this
victory of Constantine, o.D. 324, the Roman
world was united under the authority of one
emperor ; and he the first of a long line of
emperors, who, though not Christian, but
Catholic, repudiated “the gods of their
ancestors.” The immediate and memorable
consequences of this revolution were the
foundation of Constantinople, and the estab-
lishment of the Laodicean Catholic Apostasy
as the religion of the State.

While these stirring and exciting events
were transpiring, their connexion with
apocalyptic prophecy was not unperceived
by Constantine and his adherents. In a
letter to Eusebius he writes of “ that dragon
having been deposed from the governance
of affairs, by God’s providence.” And
Eusebius further relates, that in a picture
elevated by Constantine over his palace gate,
there was represented the cross placed over
his head ; and beneath his own and his
children’s feet, his enemies under the
semblance of @ dragon cast down headlong
into the abyss. In aletter also to Eusebins
he says, ¢ But now that liberty is restored,
and that Dragon driven from the administra-
tion of public affairs by the providence of
the Supreme Deity, and our instrumentality,
we trust that all can see the efficacy of the
Divine power.” A dragon is a symbol
stamped on some of the coins of Constantine.
On two of them the cross, the symbol of the
catholic church, is erected over a fallen
dragon, the symbol of Roman superstition
in its political constitution.

Licinius himself seems to .have been
aware that the conflict was not simply a
matter of personal rivalry and ambition

THE RESULTS OF THE «“WAR IN HEAVEN.”

between him and Constantine, but the great
question which system of belief and practice
was genuine and designed of the Eternal
Power, be that power the gods of the Roman
Habitable, or ¢ the foreign God” whom the
adherents of those gods derided, to prevail.
This question was considered by both parties
as on trial in the contest of the ¢ short time,”
and to be determined by its issue.

As a religious preparation for the impend-
ing conflict, Licinius coliected around himself
Egyptian <eers and diviners, enchanters,
jugglers, and the priests and prophets of his
idols, and having propitiated his deities with
sacrifices, then inquired what was to be the
issue to him of this  warin the heaven.” Iif
he had inquired of an enlightened Christa-
delphian of the period he could have told
him that it would be to cast him out of the
beaven into the earth, and his angels (the
Egyptian seers and diviners, enchanters,
jugglers, priests, prophets, and all his
officials) with him ; but there was none
such in his tail, or following, to testify the
truth: he, therefore, had recourse to the
stars drawn in his tail, who unanimously
assured him that he would undoubtedly
prove the stronger in the contest, and be
victorious ; a judgment everywherereiterated
in long and elegant songs by the Oracles of
the Idols. Elated by these deceitful
promises, he advanced with great con-
fidence, and prepared for battle. When
about to begin, he summoned his trustiest
attendants and friends to meet him in a
consecrated grove, spacious and irrigated,
in which were set up all kinds of idol-
statues, and having lighted wax tapers, in
the after-fashion of papists and ritualists,
and offered the accustomed victims to them,
he delivered the following address :

“Friends and fellow-warriors, these are
the gods of our ancestors, whom, received
from our earliest predecessors as objects of
worship, we honour ; but he who commands
the army that is drawn up against us, having
adopted an atheistic opinion, violates the
customs of the fathers, venerating a god
from abroad, I know not whence, and dis-
graces his troops with his ignominious
standard (the Cross with the monogram of
Christ) trusting in which he arms not so
much against us as against the gods whom
he offends. This occasion therefore will
show which of us errs in his belief, and will
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decide between the gods who are honoured
by us, and by the other party ; for either by
showing us victors, it will show our gods are
most justly regarded as auxiliaries and
saviours ; or, if the Deity of Constantine,
come from I know not whence, shall prevail
over ours, which are many, let no one
thereafter doubt what Deity ought to be
worshipped, but go to the strongest, and
present to him the reward of the victory.
If the foreign god, whom we now deride,
should appear the mightiest, we must
acknowledge and honour him, and bid
farewell to those to whom we have vainly
lit wax tapers. But if ours prevail, which
is not to be doubted, then, after the victory,
we must proceed to war against the atheists.”

Thus, the contest was considered by both
parties as between the Christians’ Deity and
the many gods of paganism. Each party
regarded itself as the respective instrument
of these. Hence the propriety of the apoc-
alyptic title bestowed on the enemy of the
dragon-tail, “the Michael.” Constantine’s
victory was regarded by him, by the church,
and by the people at large, as the victory of
the Deity, that is living and true, over the
false deities, of Christianity over idolatry.
Eusebius says, that ¢ when the whole was,
by the power of Deity, the Saviour, subjected
to Constantine, he made known to all the
Giver of his prosperity, and testified that
the Deity, not he, was the author of his
victories.”

CHRIsI AND CHRONOLOGY.—Sctipture chronology
does not date from the creation of the world, which
may have been millions of years in the past, but
from the creation of Adam, the first man thereon.
Deducting 34 1 round figures for the number of
years the Messiah had Lived at his crucifixion, we
find that he was born in the year 4,096 A.M., and as
we look back over the ages, we see that his wonder-
ful type Isaac, ‘‘the only son” whom his father
Abraham ‘¢ loved,” was born just half way between
this date and the first man, viz: 2,048 A.M. Let
us gaze awhile upon this wonderful tragedy of
history. There hangs a man whose birth was in
accordance with the prophecy in Eden, for he is the
seed of the woman, he is Abraham’s seed, He is of
the tribe of Judah, of the kingly house and lineage
of David. He was born in Bethlehein Ephratah.
His mother was a virgin when he was conceived,
and he is now dying, being ‘‘ cut off” the set time
after the edict of Artaxerxes, according to the
prophecy of Daniel. Knowing the Scriptures, we
join with the exclamation of the centurion acknow-
ledging, but by a different process of reasoning :
““Truly this was the son of God.”—B, J.

A REVERIE ON LIFE AND DEATH.
( Which will not stand a pinch of fact and truth
—vrevealed or scientific : still, a soothing exercise,
especially with the last word thrown tn.—R. R.)

O Death ! wert thou only a journey to take ;

Just a pilgrimage, whence to return by-and-bye,

How many who boast of the happiest hearts,

Fronr‘li the world and its worry would turn them and
ie ;

In the realms of the resting rejoice to sojourn—

If they could but return,—If they could but return !

If we only could die for a day, or an hour,

And the tramp of our troubles could go on above
Our quieted hearts, which no longer would ache,
Nor break with their burdens of hate or of love,—
How sweet from existence thus briefly to sever,
Unawed by the awful For Ever and Ever !

Not to sleep, but to die,—with no sense left awake,
Not a pulse left to thrill, not a nerve left to quiver,—
Then calmly to float out, uvncaring, ungrieved,
Across the deep dark of the fathomless river ;

To tarry awhile, till the turn of the tide,

In the heavenly hush of the echoless side.

Could we lift a white finger and hail, when we would,
The mystical barge from the mystical shore ;

‘What woes would we break from to beckon and wait,
O Death ! for the undreaded dip of thy oar;

Glad to lay off our lives, as our robes are laid off,
Could we wear them again when but rested enough,

THE INEXORABLE.
But it never has been, and it never can be ;
‘We must weave out our lives to vheir uttermost end,
Let the warp and the woof be of iron or gold,
Wrought with roses that ravish, or thistles that rend,

It DEPENDS.
And I would not be dead, like the dead in the grave,
Not for rest the profoundest that death ever gave ;

For 'tis sweet to exist it is blessed to be,—

To share of the sea, and the stars, and the sun,

To drink of the air, to exult in the light,

To be of the wonderful universe —One !

Though a shadow that lurks in life’s valley beguiles
Our feet to press on to the Infinite Isles.

TaE Last Worp
But tell me, O Bard, is thy story complete,
Is there none can redeem from the long silent sleep ;
Can they never return to the light of the sun,
‘¢ To drink of the air, to exult in the light,
To be of the wonderful universe—One ! 2"’
Methinks there’s a way from the ‘‘mystical shore,”
O Death ! We fear not the dip of thy oar.

For there’s Hope for the dead who die in the Lord,
From Death to return, LiFE to be their reward :
Not so with the wicked who God’s law have

spurned,
If from Death they are raised ’twill be to return
To the ‘“ awful for ever and ever,” to be
Lost ! in the depths of eternity.

— Forwarded by J. T'. Trigwell.
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50 MEDITATIONS.

MEDITATIONS. -No. XLVIII.

N influence for good and a source of
strength has left us! Brother
Roberts is with us no more! In
him we have lost a sterling friend,
an able leader, and an exemplary lover of
God. Before most of us were born, our
brother was toiling for the truth, and he so
continued till the moment of lis death.
From his Jabours we have all, incidentally,
derived more or less benefit. Wherein
shall come a compensation for our bereave-
ment ? The compensation will come in
allowing his beautiful character, his great
work, his weighty exhortations and exposi-
tions, to live in our memories. Our brother,
in this sense, will always live.to faithful
brethren. The writings of brother Roberts
to such will shine with increasing lustre the
farther they are removed from the clouds of
dust raised by his narrow-minded critics.
In remembering brother Roberts, we would
not forget his noble wife—his forty years’
shoulder-to shoulder companion in the ups
and downs of his laborious work. As we
think of our sister, we feel that biother
Roberts is not wholly gone (for truly he and
she were one). May God bless and sustain
her, and give to both a rich place in the
Kingdom of God.

Let us not ask for evidence of the truth
if we have made up our minds not to receive
it. I can’t see it”’ 1is, alas, too often the
outcome of “I don’t want to see it.” It
was this perversity that moved Christ to
sometimes exclaim “ O ye hypocrites.”
True, some cannot see, though the evidence
be ever so glaring. This is the effect of the
long, insidious, and powerful working of sin.
There is a consolation in the matter—God
is just, and He will not subject helpless
brute beasts to the terrors of the resurrec-
tion condemnation. But let all doubters
and deniers question themselves. Let them
take themselves into some quiet nook and
examine and cross-examine their hearts and
minds. Again, let us not pose as truth
seekers—as searchers after evidence—if we
are wilfully shutting our eyes to all direc-
tions from which evidence can come, except
the one which is congenial to our taste. To
trifle with truth, and the Author of it, in this
way is a serious thing. Truth seekers must

not go to Timbuctoo for evidence, when they
know that the counsel of God lies elsewhere.
Neither must they stipulate for smooth
things, if they wish to hear the voice of God.
Pet ideas must be slaughtered if God
require it ! Bible truth has been given, not
to confirm us in our natural ways and
thoughts, but contrariwise, to correct and
reform them. Willingness to submit to this
operation is the principal secret in reaching
the truth.

“Is there a thing beneath the sun that
strives with thee my heart to share?

Ah? tear 1t thence, and reign alone, the
Lord of every motion there.”

These are wholesome words, but some
have hesitated to sing them, not from a re-
bellious spirit, but from a mistaken idea
that they mean more than they do. The
hesitation is unnecessary. The words simply
express the longing which should character-
ise every son and daughter of God, that
God should have the sole and exclusive con-
trol of our heart. To love God in this way
—with all our heart and soul and strength
—does not preclude us from also loving our
husbands or wives, our children, or legiti-
mate pursuits and pleasures which God has
placed within our reach. It is simply a
question of God standing first in our affec-
tion, and our regard for people and things
being regulated by this love. How often
are we moved to hug and caress secondary
objects to the exclusion of ' those which
should be first, and apart from divine help,
how utterly unable are we to let go! That
we should in our reflective and sober mo-
ments pray, “ Ah? tear it thence, and reign
alone,” is both wise and good.

By nature our descent is not noble. Our
father, according to the flesh, is the devil!
The fact is humiliating, but wholesome to
remember.  Our position, therefore, by
nature is hopeless. The devil and his seed
are doomed to extinction. If we would be
saved from this destruction we must be born
again—we must be born of God. How
emphatic was Christ upon this point ! “Ye
must be born again.” ¢ Except a man be
born again he cannot see the Kingdom of
God ” (Jno. iii.). It is important to hold
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right views concerning this new birth.
First, its completion involves a process of
time. It is not simply a mental change,
nor is it confined to the momentary change
of nature referred toin 1 Cor. xv. 52. It
comprises both—mind and body—the life
that now is and that which is to come.
Brother Roberts’ remarks on this head are
worth repeating: ¢ The flesh changed by
Spirit is the process at both stages ; but the
completeness of the process is not realised
till we stand before Christ in the joy and
glory of the final transformation.” How
do we stand in this matter ! Have we been
mentally born again? If we have (and we
can soon ascertain this by applying to our
ways the test contained in Gal. v.22-23),
then let us never forget that unless we con-
tinue to keep in touch with the Word
(which begat us, Jas. i.18; 1 Pet. i. 23),
our new self will speedily emaciate and die.
Let us take care.

The poor are a standing institution.
“The poor shall never cease out of the
land.” They are a means of testing our
faithfulness to the will of God. They are also
a means of exercising the heavenly organs
of sympathy and benevolence. Read Deut.
xv., and you have God’s mind respecting the
poor. “Open thine hand wide unto him,”
“ Lend him sufficient for his need,” ¢ Thou
shalt furnish him liberally out of thy flock,”
etc. Israel were warned to beware lest they
invented plausible excuses for disobedience.
How much need is there for such a warn-
ing! How we like to selfishly hold what
we have! At the same time the Scriptures
call upon us to exercise prudence and
commonsense in dealing with the poor.
Every application for help is not to be
blindly yielded to. It would be an evil to
encourage the spendthrift in his extrava-
gance, or the idle man in his laziness, or the
professional beggar in his profession, or the
reckless fool in his gambling comwmercial
enterprises.  There are poor and poor. It
is a matter for discernment as to when to
help and when to refrain from helping. If
we honestly endeavour to do our duty we
shall not go far wrong. Let us remember
that to err in this matter on the giving side
is better than to err on the not-giving side.
Let us exhort one another in our duty
towards the poor, but let us not judge and

condemn one another. We live in an evil
world ~ our duty can only be done with
many short-comings. If we havea good and
honest heart, all will end well. —A. T. J.

THE cup of life is sweetest at the brim. The
flavour is impaired as we drink deeper, and the
dregs are so bitter that we acquiesce when the cup
18 taken from our lips.

“JoB is one of the greatest masterpieces of the
human mind. It is, perhaps, the greatest master-
piece. And to-morrow, if all literaturs was to be
destroyed, and 1t was left to me to retain one work
only, I should save Job.”—Fictor Hugo,

REcRUITING IN SYRisa,—To preserve law and
order in his wietched empire, the Turk must have
soldiers. to get soldiers he must ‘‘ iecrunit,” and
this is how recruiting is done 1n Syria, according to
Dr. Wright: ¢ They were village recrnits, who
had been taken by comscription. Handeuffs in
Sytia are of a most primitive kind. A piece of tree,
eighteen inches long and eight inches in diameter, is
split up; a place 18 hollowed out across the split,
and the two wrists being placed in the groove, the
two pieces are nailed together with large spikes.
Each recruit had his hands nailed up, and the party
was being driven into Damascus by one mounted
dragoon. The sticks had been so unskiltully fitted
that some of thewr wrists were bleeding, and the
poor fellows were all lame and hungry.” ‘ Into
Damascus,” mind you, the ecapital of Syria.
Between the plundering and corrupt Turk and the
Bedouin robber, the Syrian villages from Damascus
to the Euphrates are in a bad way.

BusiNgss 1IN BaBvioN 2,300 YEARS Ago.—
While the American evpedition in 1893 were work-
ing at Nippur, they came upon a room nineteen or
twenty feet below the surface. The ceiling was of
course gone and the walls were in great part ruined.
A gang of workmen were ordered to clear away the
rubbish that covered the floor, and upon beginning
their task, noticed numerous clay ’tablets. 'The
room was carefully searched and cleaned, and 730
tablets were collected by Mr. Haynes the head of
the wotking party. Many of them were broken and
more or less damaged, but a considerable number
were intact and in an excellent state of preservation.
Their examination leads to the conclusion that the
room had been used for storing the business tab'ets
of a wealthy firm of merchants. The tablets them-
selves a1e of dried clay, of various sizes, many of
them of the size and shape of an ordinary flat tablet
of soap with rounded edges. Anyone can see that
they are covered with writing in cuneiform chaiac-
ters, which are usually sharply cut and have 1n
many instances remained as clear and distinct as on
the day they were insciibed. The firm to which
they belonged was Murashu Sons, of Nippur, who
lived at the time of Artaxerxes I. (464 to 424 B ¢.)
and Darius II. (423 to 408 B.(.) tn whose reigns the
documents are dated, just as if a modern merch unt
instead of dating his contiact A.D. 1897, were to
write in the 61st year of the reign of Victoria. The
tab ets have been written by many different hands,
and extend over a petiod of upwards of fifty years.
—Darly News.
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THE MINISTRY OF THE PROPHETS;

Tiug Worx AND WRITINGS OF THOSE WHO cAME AFTER MOSES 1§y tHE DiviNe
GUIDANCE OF THE NATION OF IsrRAEL

CHAPTER IX.

AHER-SHALAL-HASH-BAZ,
Isaiah’s second representative son,
is the subject of prophecy in the
opening versesof his eighth chapter.

Like Cyrus afterwards, he was named of
God before he was born. and the things that
he should memorialize were specified. Much
ingenuity has been expended in vain
attempts to connect Maher-shalal-hash-baz
with Immanuel of chapter vii. That there
is a relation, and a close one, between the
two men of sign is undeniable; but that
the two names cover one and the same
person is impossible Tt is an advantage to
trace clearly the points of comparison and
contrast in the case. Known unto God are
all His works from the foundation of the
world ; and known unto Him are all human
oppositions and perversions of His word, as
the whole of the prophetic Scriptures testify.
In this case the matter appears to be spe-
cially guarded. It is impossible to avoid
being struck with the particular definition
of sonship to Isaiah given in the opening
verses of this eighth chapter. ¢ Moreover,
tlre Lord said unto me, take thee a great
roll and write in it with o man’s pen con-
cerning Maher-shalal hash-baz. And I took
unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah
the priest, and Zechariah, the son of
Jeherechiah. And I went unto the pro-
phetess, and she conceived and bare a son.
Then said the Lord unto me, Call his name
Maher-shalal-hash-baz.” The first puint of
contrast then between Immanuel and Maher-
shalal-hash-baz, is that the former was to be
a virgin’s son, while the latier was Isaiah’s
son by the prophetess. Enlightened Israel-
ites would never confound the two; they
would know positively from the covenant
God made with David, that Messiah would
be at once a son of David and a Son of God,
for the terms were: T will be his father,
and he shall be my son.” “ Writein a great
roll with a man’s pen,” (the same word stands
for a graving tool), reminds wus of the
contrast between Immanuel! dnd all others
of Israel’s sons that is introduced both in the
Mosaic law and the prophetic symbolism

concerning  him. Understanding from
divinely enlightened Jewish teaching, (Heb.
xiil.), that Jesus is the antitypical altar, we
remember the restriction of Ex. xx. 25: «If
thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou
shalt not build it of hewn stone, for ¢f thow
lift wp thy tool wpon it, thow hast polluted it.”
In harmony with this is the vision of Zech.
iii. Joshua and his fellows, like Isaiah and
his children, were men of sign. The angel’s
words are : *“ Hear now, O Joshua the high
priest, thou and thy fellows that sit before
thee, for they are men of sign (margin), for
behold I will bring forward my sérvant the
Branch (i.e. Jesus, see Rev. xxii. 16), For
behold the stone that T have laid before
Joshua ; upon one stone seven eyes; behold
I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the
Lord of Hosts, and I will remove the
iniquity of that land in one day.” The
same feature was exhibited to Daniel when
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and its interpreta-
tion were revealed to him in answer to his
prayer. ¢ Thou sawest till that a stone was
cut out without hands which smote the
image.” ¢ Forasmuch as thou sawest (this)
the great God hath made known
to the king what shall come to pass here-
after ” (Dan ii. 34, 35). So that whether
presented as the remover of iniquity, or the
destroyer of the kingdoms of men, Immanuel,
as his name imports, is of higher than human
origin, even as Jesus said: “I came down
from heaven.” Those who would refer his
paternity to Joseph—and it is these chiefly
who confound the names of Immanuel and
Maher-shalal-hash baz—are guilty of pol-
luting the altar, and giving the lie to God.
Then the signification of the two names is
very different. ¢ God with wus” is the
equivalent of Immanuel, and ¢ Speed the
spoil ; haste the prey,”’ that of the other.
The prophet’s son was not ‘ God with”
Israel or Judah. In his days God was not
¢ with” the nation. He testified against them
of impending judgment upon both the
houses of Israel, and the triumph of Im-
manuel’s day belonged to a then remote
future. Isaiah’s son was a sign of evil to
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the idolatrous northern kingdom and Syria
its equally offensive ally. ¢ Call his name
Mahar-shalal-hash-baz.  For before the
child shall have knowledge to cry, My
father, and my mother, the riches of Damas-
cus and the spoil of Samaria, shall be taken
away before the king of Assyria” (viii. 4).
By some who oppose the truth, these
words are put against chapter vii. 16,
and the attempt 1s made to treat both
passages as dealing with precisely the same
thing, that such treatment may pave the
way for at least the suggestion that Im-
manuel and Maher-shalal-hash-baz are the
same. But the words of chapter viii. 4,
just quoted, are not the same as those of
chapter vii. 16, which run, ** For before the
child shall know to refuse the evil and
choose the good the land that thou abhorrest
shall be forsaken of both her kings.” This
is a larger matter than the fall of Damascus
and Samaria before Tiglath-Pileser. These
victories of the Assyrian king over Syria
and Ephraim in the infancy of Isaiah’s son,
were but the earnest of the departure of the
two sovereignties that subsequently followed,
and was a matter of ancient history before
Immanuel’s time.  With reference to
Ephraim, whose duration as a people was
limited by the prophet (ch. vii. 8) to less
than sixty-five years; we are told in 2
Kings xvii. 24 that “the king of Assyria
brought men from Babylon, and from
Cuthah, and from Ava, and from Hamath,
and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in
the cities of Samaria instead of the children
of Israel,” who had been carried away
captive. This would be the work of a later
king of Assyria long after Shalmaneser’s
overthrow of Israel, and appears to mark
the termination of the period specified.

The import of the name of Isaiah’s son
having been defined, God spoke again to the
prophet concerning the inroad of the king of
Assyria. “Forasmuch as this people
(Lsrael) refuseth the waters of Shiloah
that go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and
Remaliah’s son. Now therefore, behold the
Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of
the river, strong and many, even the King
of Assyria and all his glory; and he
shall come wup over all his channels,
and go over all his banks: And he shall
pass through Judah; he shall overflow and
2o over, he shall reach even to the neck ; and

the stretching out of his wings shall fill the
breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.” Shiloah
was “a fountain in the south of the valley of
the Tyropaeon, between the upper and the
lower parts of Jerusalem, from which flowed
a little brook past Sion and Moriah, and was
lost in the gardens south of Ophel.” It is
mentioned in Nehemiah’s account of the
rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem some
250 years later than Isaiah’s time. ‘¢Shallun
repaired the gate of the fountain .

and the wall of the pool of Siloah, by the
king’s garden” (Neh. iii. 15). Some years
ago (in 1880), it was brought to mind by the
discovery of an inscription in an under-
ground conduit which fed the pool. The
inscription was deciphered, and found to
record the successful piercing of the conduit
by bodies of miners beginning from each
end and meeting accurately in the middle.
The date of the writing is supposed to coin-
cide with Isaiah’s time. The Scriptures
speak of some such engineering work on the
part of Hezekiah (2 Kings xx. 20). It is
one of the many illustrations of the perfect
agreement of ¢ The land and the Book.”
In the days of Jesus, the pool of Siloam was
the scene of an interesting work of power
in the case of the man born blind, whom
he observed when leaving the temple after
a sharp controversy with the Jews. "He
said that the man was an occasion for mani-
festing a work of God; and having “spat
on the ground, and made clay of the spittle,
he anointed the eyes of the blind man with
the clay, and said unto him: Go wash in
the pool of Siloam (which ts by interpre-
tation, Sent). He went his way, therefore,
and washed and came seeing” (John ix. 7).
Then again, the name Shiloah of Is. viii.
corresponds with that of Judah’s Lawgiver,
inJacob’s prophecy of “thelast days”: “The
sceptre shallnotdepart from Judah, noralaw-
giver from between his feet, for that Shiloh
shall come, and unto him shall the gathering
of the people be” (Gen. xlix. 10, Dr. Thomas
translation). Jesus, “the Apostle and High
Priest of our profession,” spoke of himself
as having been “Sent”: ‘The Lord hath
sent me to bind up the broken-hearted ™
(Isa. Ixi. 1). This he quoted of himself in
the synagogue at Nazareth. On another
occasion “he stood and cried, saying, If any
man thirst let him come unto me and drink.
He that believeth on me, as the Scripture
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hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers
of living water. Thus spake he of the
Spirit which they that believe on him should
receive” (Jno. vil. 37). Looking back to
Isaiah’s time, it is not difficult to see that
Israel’s refusal of the waters of Shiloah was
their rejection of the word of the Lord sent
forth from Jerusalem by the faithful
ministry of His servants the prophets.
From the beginning,  the Kingdom of
Ephraim was based upon apostacy from
God. Jeroboam, fearing the ten tribes
would return to the allegiance of the House
of David, established an idolatrous system
of his own devising, with centres of worship
at Dan and Bethel (1 Kings xii. 29). And
subsequent kings walked in the way of
“Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who made
Israel to sin.” Jeremiah, remonstrating
later with the whole nation on the unheard
of enormity of a nation changing its gods,
said : “ Be astonished, O ye heavens, and be
horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith
the Lord. For my people have committed
two evils; they have forsaken me, the
fountain of living waters, and hewed them
out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold
no water. Now what hast thou to
do in the way of Hgypt, to drink the waters
of Sihor? (the ‘black and turbid’ Nile) ;
or what hast thou to do in the way of
Assyria, to drink the waters of the river?”
(Jer. ii. 12, 18). In sharp contrast with
this national apostacy, and leaning on man
instead of trusting in God, is David’s atti-
tude expressed in Ps xlii. 1-2, ¢ As the
hart panteth after the water-brooks, so
panteth my soul after thee, O God. My
soul thirsteth for God, for the living God :
when shall I come and appear before
God ?” Nothing like this ardent desire for
God was to be found in Israel in Isaiah’s
days. They had long turned their backs
upon Him, and made confederacy with a
Gentile neighbour to destroy the house of
David in which His covenant was estab-
lished. But in vain: “Forasmuch as this
people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that
go softly and rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah’s
son. Now, therefore, behold the Lord
bringeth up upon them the waters of the
river strong and many, even the King of
Assyria and all his glory.” Accordingly
Tiglath-Pileser, as history tells us, slew
Rezin, took Damascus, and, having con-

quered Syria, incorporated the country with
his own dominion, and subdued also a great
part of the kingdom of Israel, which
Shalmaneser and Sargon, his successors,
finally overthrew. But Judah, though de-
livered from extincltion at the hands of
Syria and Ephraim, was not to escape. The
word of the Lord continued: ¢ And he
shall pass through Judah, he shall overflow
and go over, he shall reach even to the
neck ; and the stretching forth of his wings
shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Im-
manuel ” (verse 8). Bible history illustrates
the fulfilment of the predicticn. Although
at first favourable to Abaz, and later on
severely checked at a certain crisis in the
cutting-off of Sennacherib’s army by an-
angel in a single night, the Assyrian pre-
vailed against Judah till at last the kingdom
of David was overturned by the Babylonian
power with which the Assyrian had been
incorporated by conquest.

That Immanuel should have a land does
not harmonise with the fabulous notions
that, in the name of Christianity, have so
long prevailed against the truth. Palestine
might pass away for ever in the imagined
“wreck of matter and crash of worlds,”
without in the slightest degree disturbing
the system of religion that has for centuries
passed current as Christianity. How differ-
ently the matter really stands in the word
of God, all know well who are enlightened
by the truth. Of the world at large, the
word of God says: Thus saith the Lord
that created the heavens ; God himself that
formed the earth and made it; he hath
established it, he created it not in vain, he
formed it to be inhabited. I am the Lord;
and there is none else” (Is. xlv. 18). In-
habited, that is, eternally, by the redeemed,
when ¢ Israel shall be saved in the Lord
with an everlasting salvation” (verse 17),
and when, unto Jesus, “every knee shall
bow ” (verse 23, interpreted by Paul in
Rom. xiv. 11). This “everlasting salva-
tion ” of Israel is rooted in the promise to
the fathers of the nation of everlasting life
and land inheritance. Foremost in this
divine purpose is Immanuel as the ‘“heir of
all things.” Speaking of God’s promise to
Abraham, Paul says, ¢ He saith not, And to
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to
thy seed, which is Christ” (Gal. iii. 16).
Let anyone study attentively the last four
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verses of Genesis xiii., from which Paul’s
quotation is made, and see if they can
reconcile them with received ideas. If they
do not at first discern the bearings of the
matter, bul suppose the temporary occupa-
tion of the land by Israel under the law to
fulfil the promise of “eternal inheritance,”
let them study the apostolic comments on
the case (Acts vii. 5; Rom. iv. 13; Heb.
xi. 816, 39; Gal. iii, 16-29). Let them
further trace the purpose of God in Israel,
especially with reference to the “everlasting
covenant ” He made with David concerning
Christ (2 Sam. vii. and xxiii.; Acts ii.; xiii.).
Let them realise that David is “dead and
buried,” and “not ascended into heaven ’’;
and that the land and city wherein he
reigned are here with us, desecrated by the
effete tyranny of the Turkish Empire, and
ask themselves how, in accordance with
received notions, is the everlasting covenant
to be fulfilled ¢ In nothing is Christendom
more astray than in relegating Immanuel’s
realm to “kingdoms beyond the skies.”
God chose Palestine in the beginning, for
the central land in which His kingdom
should at length be established, and now,
after nigh four thousand years, the wisdom
of the choice is manifest to all who study
the matter, and it is dimly perceived on all
hands that the Holy Land is the pivot on
which the destinies of nations turn. Moses
reminded Israel that it was a land that the
Lord their God cared for continually (Deut.
xi. 12),and God said by Moses that even when
it should have long lain desolate and for-
saken because of their iniquities, if they
would turn to Him He would in the end
“remember the land” and reinstate them
(Lev. xxvi. 42). The prophets are full of
the same divine purpose, as Isaiah will
further illustrate. The scattering and deso-
lation, rightly considered, is but the earnest
of the gathering and the glory. This is
expressly declared (Jer. xxxi. 10 ; xxxii. 42).

The future vindication of the land by
divine intervention is introduced by Isaiah
simultaneously with the decree of its over-
flowing by the Assyrian flood. His words
continue : ““ Associate yourselves O ye people
and ye shall be broken in pieces ; and give
ear all ye of far countries; gird yourselves
and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird
vourselves and ye shall be broken in pieces.
Take counsel together and it shall come to

nought, speak the word and it shall not
stand, for (Imma nu-el) God is with us”
(verses 9-10). However outrageous it may
seem, and however repugnant it may be to
popular Christianity, nothing is clearer in
the Scriptures that the fact that Immanuel
has a controversy with the nations concern-
ing His land. Cast out of his inheritance
and slain eighteen hundred yearsago by the
power of the adversary, “when Jew and
Gentile joined their power,” he was raised
from the dead and taken up to heaven by
the Father, ‘“henceforth expecting till his
enemies be made his footstool.” The nations
are ‘“his inheritance” and the uttermost
parts of the earth ¢ his possession ” (Ps. ii.
8). Just as the first two verses of this
second Psalm found a preliminary and
literal fulfilment in the days of his weakness
(Acts iv. 25), so will they and the remainder
of it find full, literal and glorious fulfilment
in the day of his power. There is a time
for everything: a time for his enemies to
prevail against him, and a time for him to
prevail against his enemies: a time for the
rod of transgressors to smite the judge of
Israel (Mic. v. 1), and a time for his “iron
rod” to break them to pieces (Ps. ii. 9).
Who but his enemies can object to this?
This language of Isaiah viii. 9-10 is almost
a reproduction of that of the second Psalm.
The picture is that of a wide-spread and
powerful confederacy of *peoples” on the
one hand, and God and a certain ‘“ us” on
the other hand, in controversy in the Lord’s
land, concerning the Sovereignty of the
world centred in the city of Jerusalem.
The issue has long been revealed: the
breaking to pieces of the enemy, the
triumphant enthronement in Zion of God’s
glorious King, and the subjugation in
blessedness to Him of all the earth. The
“us” on the Lord’s side is not indeter-
minate nor confined to Israel. The Gospel
of the Kingdom calls to ¢ whosoever will ”
to take part in the wonderful work. There
is no mistake about it. Christ’s own worls
of promise preclude the possihility of error :
“He that overcometh, and keepeth my
works unto the end, to him will T give
power over the nations. And he shall rule
them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of
a potter shall they be broken to shivers,
even as I have received of my Father”
(Rev. ii. 26). But note well the conditions :
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“ Qvercometh, and KEEPETH MY WORKS UNTO
THE END.” As might be supposed, such
God-like powers are fenced with close res-
trictions ; and all unfitness is for ever
effectively excluded. But while there is
absolutely no room for any self-complacency ;
we must not swing to the other extreme,
and declare, or at least esteem it to be un-
attainable. Christ has overcome (Rev. iii.
21) and he invites us to ‘ consider him.”
Is he high above us, although once a
wearer of our nature? There are others—
men of like passions with ourselves-—who
have overcome, and are approved before-
hand. Of them are Elijah (Jas. v. 17) and
the prophets (v. 10), the twelve apostles,
(Matt. xix. 28) and “a great cloud of wit-
nesses ”’ of whom the world was not worthy.
For the most part of the humblest extrac-
tion, unspoiled by the pride engendered by
“ philosophy and vain deceit,” being en-
lightened by the Word and “ made perfect
through sufferings,” men have been devel-
oped in all ages of the past in whom God
takes pleasure, and whom at last He will
“ beautify with salvation.” Of their estate
when thus beautified it is written: “ Let
the saints be joyful in glory ; let them sing
aloud upon their beds. Let the high praises
(or rather commands—compare Deut. xviii.
18-19) of God be in their mouths, and a two-
edged sword in their hand; to execute
vengeance upon the heathen, and punish-
ments upon the people ; to bind their kings
with chains, and their nobles with fetters
of iron ; to execute upon them the judgment
written. THIS HONOUR HAVE ALL HIS
saINTS 7 (Ps. cxlix. 5-9), A ¢« Christianity ”
that has no room among its doctrines for
¢ this honour ” is manifestly self-condemned.
It is now about 2,500 years since God
brought upon Israel and Judah “ the waters
of the river strong and many.” Our far-
distant generation, that was then in the
womb of futurity, now looks back upon the
history of ¢“the land the rivers have
spoiled.” The “remnant” that belongs to
Immanuel, with eyes enlightened by him,
regards it with wonder and thanksgiving ;
and with faith and hope of His coming
glorious intervention. Ie, too, has spoken
of the “waters of the river.” But how
differently from Isaiah, in the days of Ahaz.
After the final scattering of Israel, when
. the measure of their iniquity had been filled

up in his crucifixion, he revealed a ““drying
up” of those once ‘strong and many” waters,
as a sign of the imminence of his return to
his land and the manifestation to the
astonished earth of a new order of kings
of his appointment “by right divine.” His
people do not require to be told where this
is set forth: * The sixth angel poured out
his vial (‘full of the wrath of God”) upon
the great river Euphrates, and the water
thereof was dried up, that the way of the
kings of the east might be prepared ” (Rev.
xvi. 12). And concurrently with this and
other developments—¢ Behold I come as a
thief ! 7 (verse 15). The territory of the
ancient Assyrian and Babylonian power has
for many centuries past been occupied by
the Turkish power, whose origin, as Jesus
foretold (Rev.ix. 14), was in the Euphratean
countries ; and which has “ spoiled,” and is
spoiling the land of Israel to this day. For
about a century past the decline of this
power has been a notable “sign of the
times,” and is now a fact so obvious that
the matter has become a proverb, and ¢ the
sick man "’ is only preserved in being by the
mutual jealousies of the Powers who hope
to inherit his most desirable though
“gpoiled ” estate. They gather round with
all manner of conflicting ‘counsel.” Is
there a place in it all for Immanuel and the
“kings of the east”? Imagine the derisive
smiles that would greet the introduction of
any such claims in any conference of the
Powers that be! No, they are the other
parties to the controversy of Zion; and
though the Turkish power waning is a sign
of Immanuel’s coming, there is yet another
inroad of the ¢ Assyrian ” before the matter
is finally settled. ¢ This man (the Beth-
lehem-born Ruler of Israel) shall be the
peace when the Assyrian shall come into
our land: and when he shall tread in our
palaces, then shall we raise against him
seven shepherds, and eight principal men ”
(Mic. v. 5). These are some of ‘“the kings
of the east.” The latter-day Assyrian is the
King of the North (the Russian Power),
now speaking peace while preparing war.
His following, and his conquering career, and
final overthrow by Christ on the mountains
of Israel, are the subjects of divine re-
velation by the prophets. Thus Ezekiel
tells of the nations that shall be in his
“ company ”’” when God brings him “in the
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latter days ” against the mountains of Israel
“ that He may be made known in the eyes of
many nations” (Ezek. xxxviil, and xxxix.).
Daniel tells of his “overflowing and passing
over” into the glorious land, and of his
pianting the tabernacles of hispalace between
the seas in the glorious holy mountain, and
of his coming to his end with none to help
him, in the epoch of the standing up of
“ Michael the great prince,” and the resur-
rection of the dead” (Dan. xi. 40 and Ch.
xii). Isaiah, speaking of the fall of Babylon,
has a word in Ch. xiv. concerning the fate
of the Assyrian of the latter days. “The
Lord of Hosts hath sworn,saying, Surely, as
I have thought so shall it come to pass, and
as I have purposed, so shall it stand ; that T
will break the Assyrian in my land, and
upon my mountains tread him under foot;
then shall his yoke depart from off them, and
his burden depart from off their shoulders ”
(verses 24-25). This has never come to
pass. The yoke of the Assyrian is still
heavy upon the neck of Israel, and his
burden well nigh intolerable upon their
shoulders. It is this indeed that is the
proximate cause of the latter day Israelitish
movement that has * Zionism ” for its title
and the mountains of Israel for its objective
as a ““legally assured home” for its persecuted
and hopeless multitudes. But vain is the
help of man. “There shall come out of
Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob.” Tt is Immanuel’s
work altogether. ¢ Refused ” like ¢ the
waters of Shiloah” for long ages, he has
withdrawn himself while the guilty nation
has been overwhelmed by the enemy, and
while, consequent on their rejection, the
Gentiles have provided an elect remnant that
have accepted his divine invitation: “Come
unto me and drink.” But the time of his
absence is almost at an end, and presently
Isaiah, with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and
all the prophets, and we, please God, among
the many that shall come from the North,
South, East, and West, will rejoice in the
frustration of the counsel of all the enemy,
which “shall not stand for God is with us.”

Max looks forward with smiles, but backward
with sighs.

SUFFERING gives strength to character. We don’t
like it, but it is because we don’t like it that it
does us good.

THE liberal soul shall be made fat,

THE CurIA oF THE VATIcAN.—The Pope may be
a gentle, guileless old man, but he must do the
bidding of the Curia of the Vatican. The Curia is
a Cabinet of long standing, great practice, knowledge,
and experience of affairs. It never goes out by the
action of an adverse majority in a representative
Chamber. It never suffers change, except as one
member or another drops off by old age or death,
Like the Russian Cabinet, it comprises all the best
intellects of Europe and the New World, It com-
bines the astuteness of the Italian, the sohdity of
the Englishman, the inventive genius of the
American, the clear subtlety of the Frenchman, the
dogged persistence of the German, the duplicity of
the Oriental, and the falsehood of all. All those
varied intellects have been carefully trained for their
work, and been experienced in diplomacy; while
from the intimate reports derived from priestly
Confessors all over the world, the best and detailed
knowledge of the characters and intentions of
Statesmen, and the passions of people, are ready to
their hand. The Vatican is the centre of all the
Intelligence and information of the woild; and
every Bishop has periodically to visit Rome, in order
that his inmost soul may be probed and his continual
reports may be tested. —ZLord Robert Montaque.

NoBLE Worps oF NONSENSE aBoul TRUTH.—
Such 15 an accurate description of what Mr. Blatch-
ford has to say about truth, in contrast to ‘‘spirit-
uality ” and ““faith” and ‘““hope.” ¢ There is a
word,” says he,  which stands for a thing more
precious and more beautiful—more terrible, too,
very often,—than either, ¢ Spiritnality,” ¢ Hope,” or
¢ Faith.” That word 18 Truth. Truth is before all.
There is nothing worthy, nothing holy, nothing
desirable that is not frue. And I say let us have
truth at any cost. Even though it destroy our
gods, our faith, our hope ; even though it consume
us like a fire ; even though it shame ns—let us
know what is or, failing to discover that, let us
refuse all make-believes and pretences.” [Now what
nonsense this amounts to when analysed, though
true enough in specific instances. Written to ex-
clude faith and hope, it puts things against each
other that are not antagonistic. TFaith as confidence
in truth cannot exist without truth. Apart from
truth, it is no longer faith but credulity inspired by
ignorance. Hope as the expectation of that which
is coming (and therefore true) is similarly dependent
upon truth. How foolish a man would appear in
special circumstances who should glorify truth at
the expense of hope and faith. Imagine Mr. Blatch-
ford drowning in a river. The water around him is
a truth, and the inrush thereof through his swal-
lowing gullet is a fact. But he sees his friend oa
the bank rush to a boat and get out the oars and
pull towards him. He has faith in his friend. He
hopes he will get to him before he goes down for the
last time. Suppose a man going idly by in a punt
were to say to Mr, Blatchford : *‘ Truth before all,
Mr. Blatchford: I don’t think I much like faith
and hope.” Would he not be likely to say, *‘ Get
out, you donkey ; my friend is on the way to take
me out of the water ; that is as much truth as this
choking water ; only it is a better form of truth
for me just now than the fact that I am drowning ;
for my faith in it gives me hope.”—R. R.}
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‘¢ Exhort one another.”—PAUL.

MAN cannot estimate his life
properly without looking before
and behind. He must remember
that he sprang from babyhood,
and that he is going on to the decay of old
age. He will then be reasonable, and
humble and wise. So we cannot understand
our meeting this morning without looking a
leng way back and a long way forward.
We are here because of facts of almost
hoary antiquity, and prospects of almost
inconceivable splendour and durability, and
it is in proportion as we open our eyes to
these that our coming together is useful and
pleasant. It is pr.cisely that we might be
helped so to open our eyes that God has
required this periodic assembly at our hands
as a matter of duty. In our daily lives, we
are, as it were, walled in by our immediate
surroundings. We ‘“cannot see afar off.”
The places, the persons, the circumstances
of mortal life are liable to fill the mental
horizon, and to hide from view the remoter
and infinitely more important facts to which
we are related. Coming to the breaking of
bread helps to break down, or at all events
to see over, the four walls of our present
petty experience, and to be ennobled and
braced by the view of things beyond, before
and behind.

Apart from the Scriptures, the help
afforded by these meetings in this respect
would be very slight. Dim and traditional
and weak would be our faith if it depended
merely upon our own acts ahd utterances
on such occasions. It is the matters ex-
hibited to view in the divine records that
supply the material of those mental
exercises that result in “edification.” The
matters, while having a certain sameness
of fundamental topic, are wonderfully
varied, and absolutely inexhaustible in their
suggestiveness. Whether Moses, the pro-
phets, or the apostles, we are made to feel
that their words, given by inspiration of
God, are profitable for reviving and
strengthening the man of God to every
good work.

They all relate to one system of truth.
Tt does not matter which part of the Bible
we touch, eulightened by the truth, we can
place it and use it. We are not as we once
were, and as the great mass of people are
to-day,—so ignorant of Bible things (though,
it might be, so religious), that the biggest
part of the Bible had no meaning and no
use for us. Every part we now find con-
nected with the whole, and, by its means,
we can obtain access to its whole breadths
and heights of present meanings and future
glories.

We take David for example this morning.
He is before us in the reading—before us as
a king firmly seated on his throne. We ask,
how came he there? Was he always king?
No. Was he the son of a king? No.
What was he? A shepherd boy, the mem-
ber of a humble family. How came he then
to wear a crown? Because of the visit of
Samuel years before, to pick him out of his
father’s family, and anoint him for the
throne. Who was Samuel? A prophet.
What is a prophet ? A man through whom
God speaks. God? Yes. Who is God!
The Eternal, the Creator, the upholder of all
things. How do we know ? Because He
has manifested in Himself in speech and
action. He chose Abraham and made him
a nation, and brought that nation from the
servitude of Egypt by many wonderful
works, that that nation might bhe to Him
a witness and a monument and a name in
all the generations of mankind (Is. xliii. 10,
21; Jer. xiii. 11). With what purpose ?
That He might at last realise His object in
creating the earth and man upon it. What
is that ¥ That the earth might be filled
with His glory and peopled with an eman
cipated and rejoicing race.

If we ask more searching and earlier
questions than these, we get our answer. If
we ask how there came to be an afflicted race
such as now occupies the earth? How came
they to be in need of emancipation? The
Bible fails not. It takes us away to the
beginning of man upon earth. It is the
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only book that does. It gives us a clear
and chaste line of genealogical descent right
away back to the start. No other book
upon earth does. Human accounts - Greek
or Roman—(as for British lore, that is too
recent an affair to make any pretensions),
human accounts go a comparatively short
way back, and lose themselves in the cloud-
land of fable and guess. The Bible goes
clean back to the start and shows us how
God, having made man for His own glory
(in which lies man’s highest joy and well-
being), man—Adam —the first man—de-
flected from that perfect line, and in the
breaking of law, set aside the divine will
and set up his own as the rule of action—
the consequence of which was alienation and
sentence of death, with much attendant evil
on the road to the grave. Adam, the
exiled, propagated himself, and filled the
earth at last with a race in his own unhappy
position. The race continues to this day,
amwid all the evils that result from man
having to take care of himself, instead of
living under the open guidance and friend-
ship of his Creator. But God purposes
redemption ; and His plan is laid in Abra-
ham and His seed, Christ. Working out
the plan, Abraham’s descendants were
nationally used, and in the picture of David
before us, we have a stage in the work—an
important stage.

There are several things connected with
him that will yield comfort and instruction ;
for this is the object of the record, as Paul
informs us (Rom. xv. 4). In the scene
exhibited in the chapter read, he is in
prosperity and exaltation. It wasnotalways
s0. As already said, he was once in a very
lowly way of life—a rustic lad following
the sheep; and God made choice of such
an one to be captain over God’s people.
Accustomed to think of David as a crowned
monarch and the founder of a long line of
illustrious kings, it is not easy for us to
realise his humble origin in its full force.
If we suppose a mechanic or herd boy in
our own age exalted to power, we will be
enabled to understand the case of David—
a man of no * birth "—having none of the
human prestige arising from rank, wealth,
or pedigree—suddenly called to the highest
position. The case is practically interesting
to us in this way that we are called by the
Gospel from the humblest classes of society

to be heirs with Christ, the son of David, of
the kingdom of Israel in the coming day of
its universal dominion upon earth. Our
neighbours laugh at the presumption of the
idea. We would agree with them in think-
ing such an idea presumptuous-—absurd—
insane—any other hard name they might
choose to use —if it rested in any degree on
human opinion or conception. Bul it is
God’s own invitation —God’s own promise ;
and the case of David is a historical illus-
tration of the very feature of it which is
now so much scouted: ¢ Hath not God
chosen the poor of this world—rich in faith
—heirs of the kingdom which he hath pro-
mised to them that love him.” ¢ Rich in
Jowth ,” this is where David would present
a great contrast to the mechanics and shep-
herds of our day. He was of a fervent
mind and affection towards all things per-
taining to the purpose and law of God. He
was a man of love, of faith, of obedience.
In this, he was “a man after God’s own
heart.” In this, he differed totally from
most men of similar social position in our
day. For this he was chosen. So it is now.
Poverty is no recommendation to God if
the poor one lacks the wealth of mind that
can rejoice in the worship and the fear of
God, and in the hope of His covenanted
goodness, and in all the service God has
associated with these things. The poor must
be “rich in faith” before they will be
chosen for the kingdom—a faith, too, that
works by love ; a faith that is not dead, but
fruitful in every good word and work,
according to the divine law of these things.

Tn the next feature of David’s case, we
may also learn something. Though called
to the kingdom by the anointing oil of
Samuel, he was not immediately elevated to
it. He was put through a preliminary
period of trouble—so dark and sore that
often he despaired of the upshot: “I shall
one day fall by the hand of Saul” We
have been called by the Gospel: but we
are in trouble—often dark and sore. Are
we tempted to despair! Remember David.
The exaltation to which we are going on is
for ever: therefore the trial is longer. Ttis
no accident: it is of divine appointment,
though it may appear all so human. TLet us
endure ? there will be a bright opening to
the darkness by-and-bye. The trouble is
good. It humbles us and proves us. It is

oy
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easy to believe God in the light: will. we
trust Him in the darkness? This is the
question which is settled to God’s glory and
our honour if we continue steadfast unto
the end. Taith tried in this way will “be
found unto praise and honour and glory at
the appearing of Christ.” It is truly a
privilege to be tried. We do not always
see it in present weakness. We shall see it
when the process is finished, and when we
stand accepted and comforted in the presence
of Christ. i

David came at last to greal prosperity
and power. What was his first thought?
Here again we get instruction, and perhaps
reproof. David said to Nathan: “TI dwell
in an house of cedar, and the ark of God
dwells in curtains:” that is, “I am well
provided : the things of God are not: I
cannot be satisfied with this situation ot
things.” “Surely T will not come into the
tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my
bed. 1 will not give sleep to mine eyes nor
slumber to mine eyelids until I find out a
place for the Lord—an habitation for the
mighty God of Jacob ” (Psalms cxxxii., 3-5).
The instruction is this, that a man after
God’s own heart is not satisfied to enjoy
personal prosperity without making the
things of God an equal sharer, at least, in
the prosperity. This we have to apply to
ourselves. We have no such prosperity as
David had ; and we have no ark of God to
provide with a splendid tent. But in meas-
ure, according to circumstances, every man
of God will act out David’s principle. If
God has not an ark, he has a Bible, and a
Gospel, and a people and a work. With all
these, the honour of His name is associated.
And he is a wise man who, attaining to
great estate like David, is able to feel as
David felt—unable to enjoy his own part
until he had done bountifully for God’s
part. In the highest sense, God requires
nothing from man ; but it has pleased Him
to have requirements upon earth; and to
depend upon His people for their supply.
David proposed to do what God could not
sanction. He proposed to build a temple.
In the scheme of- prophetic analogies, God
had reserved this work for David’s son, and
therefore he forbad David to proceed. But
nevertheless the existence of the project in
David’s mind was pleasing to God. ¢ Thou
didst well that it was in thine heart.” The

‘“devising of liberal things” is always
acceptable to God. We have here a possi-
bility of reaching a high mark in His
favour. It is much decried in our day.
Spiritual enterprise is quenched by the chil-
dren of the flesh under various specious
pleas. ¢ Big ideas and small purses don’t
go well together.” This is the sort of
water-hose they turn on. But the fire
kindled from the altar cannot be put out
“ Thou didst well that it was in thine heart.”
What is in the heart will struggle even
through a small purse sometimes. Tt is not
the big purses and small ideas that do the
work or give pleasure to God.

Out of David’s voluntary scheme for
honouring God came a result of recompense
which was David’s comfort to the day of his
death, and in which we have a personal
interest by the Gospel. David referred to
it in his “last words.” “God hath made
with me an everlasting covenant, which is
all my salvation and all my desire.” This
covenant was communicated by the prophet
who brought word from God that David was
not to build the house. ¢ Thou shalt not
build me an house: the Lord will build
thee an house thy house and thy
kingdom shall continue for ever before me.”
« Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon
thy throne.” This covenant, though bearing
on Solomon, had ultimate reference to
Christ, as David’s own last words show, and
as was plainly declared by Peter on the day
of Pentecost. God had promised to Abra-
ham the everlasting establishment of his
seed as a great nation in the land of promise.
God now opens to view in the covenant
made with David the means by which the
greater purpose is to be accomplished. The
house of David is made the royal house of
the nation: a son of David is to be
Yahweh’s anointed, by whom its whole
work is to be done. And we, brethren, if
our faith and obedience are such as to be
well pleasing to Him, are this man’s
brethren and joint-heirs. In him, God has
made with us ‘“an everlasting covenant,
even the sure mercies of David,” as promised
(Isaiah lv. 5); and we look forward to
participating with him in the glory and
honour and immortality of David's throne
in the age he will introduce at his coming.
It is a great, and would be a presumptuous
and insane expectation if it did not rest on
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God’s own promise by Christ. It does so
rest. ¢ Tohim that overcometh and keepeth
my works unto the end, will T grant that he
sit with me on my throne” (Rev.iii. 21).
The identity of his throne with David’s is
established beyond all doubt by the angel’s
words to Mary: ¢ The Lord God shall give
unto him (Jesus) the throne of his father
David ¥ (Luke i. 32). Consequently, we
indulge no illusion, and foster no fanatical
thought in looking forward to sharing with
Christ, with David, with Abraham, the
unutterable glories of the age of righteous-
ness and life that will yet dawn upon the
earth in virtue of the covenants made of
God with the fathers. God has promised,
and the word of God cannot fail. It is all
a question of conformity to the requirements
with which the glory is conditionally
associated. God has given us models to
copy from, as well as precepts to obey. We
have them in Christ, in David, and others.
There will be a family likeness running
through all the accepted. Differing in
measure and degree, they will all be men of
faith and obedience, and love and fervour—
delighting in God more than in the works of
God—in the Creator more than in the
creature.

A final instruction of the chapter before
us may be found in the act performed by
David on receiving the covenant-message
from God by Nathan. He went before the
ark of the Lord, and offered thanks and
prayer. We need this lesson. Performing
“devotions” and ‘“saying” prayers has
become such a rank abomination in our age
—matter of dead formalism and hideous
superstition—that we are liable, by re-
action, to be carried into the opposite
extreme, and to become prayerless and heart-
less men, and, therefore, such as God cannot
regard with any satisfaction. Of this, we
must beware. Prayer is the most ennobling
and the most beautiful act of high reason in
the universe, notwithstanding the abomina-
tions with which it has become associated.
It is the expression of fully developed and
instructed intellect situate in a state of
affliction—abounding, nevertheless, with the
evidences of the goodness and wisdom of the
Lord. It is the natural relief of those
expansive feelings of grateful exultation and
humble desire that are generated by the full
view of the seriousness and the greatness of

existence as seen in the light of God’s
unutterable majesty, power and presence. It
will be the unwearying delight of the perfect
state to which we stand related in Christ
through the covenants made with David and
Abraham. R. R.

Pravine vor THE DeaD. — THE QUESTION
SErTLED.—The idea of ¢ praying for the dead”
rests solely upon the assumption that the dead are
alive between death and resurrection. If thereisa
conscious state between death and resurrection, then
prayers for the dead are consistent and available.
But if there is no such thing as conscious existence
after death, then prayer for the departed is praying
for the non-existent. The following quotations from
ancient Jewish writers will throw some light upon
the subject : Psalm lxxxvii. 10.—** Wilt thou shew
wonders to the dead, shall the dead arise and praise
thee ¢ shall thy loving-kindness be declared in the
grave: or thy faithfulness in destruction? Shall
thy wonders be known in the dark : or thy faithful-
ness in the land of forgetfulness?” Isaiah xxxwviii.
18.—** For the grave cannot praise thee : death can-
not celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit
cannot hope for thy truth.” Psalm cxv. 17,—“The
dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go down
into silence.” Psalm vi. 5.—‘“In death there is no
remembrance of Thee [God] ; in the grave who shall
give Thee thanks?” Psalm cxlvi. 8.—°* Put not
your trust in princes, nor in the son of manin whom
there is no help, for his breath goeth forth; he
returneth to his earth, in that very day his thoughts
perish.” Eceles. ix. 5.—*“ The dead know not any-
thing.”—J. B.

RuiNED PALESTINE.—A ‘ Rev.” J. Lamond, B.D.,
has been visiting the Holy Land. He says:—
‘¢ Palestine has been ruined by the Turk. A few of
its towns, it is true, still retain some slight traces
of their ancient greatness, but even in these towns
I found a sad lack of all that makes for the real
manhood of a people. Jerusalem sits enthroned
upon its hills ; Bethlehem is still beautiful in the
eyes of the traveller ; Nazareth is set like a gem
against the western edge of its secluded valley ; the
ancient Shechem, from its central position, forms
the natural link between the north and the south;
Jaffa is growing in prosperity, and Haifa will
become, to a yet greater extent, the resting place of
many a traveller, but outside of these and a very few
other towns, there 18 nothing but dilapidated villages
and vacant pasture lands. Agriculture, in the
ordinary sense of the term. is unknown. A few
patches around the fortified villages yield sutficient
tood for the inhabitants, but the real resources of
the land are undeveloped. The old vineyards that
covered many a hill slope are all destroyed, the
means of irrigation that undoubtedly existed in the
valleys are broken down; the very roads along
which the chariots of Bible days must have passed
in great numbers, have ceased to exist; the sound
of the mill-stones is no longer heard, aud the land
that was the symbol of abundance, a land Hlowing
with milk and honey, has become a * desolation and
an astonishment.””




62 A SECOND VOYAGE TO AUSTRALIA.
A A SECOND VOYAGE TO AUSTRALIA.

(Continued from page 15.)

FTER seventeen hours sail from Port
Lyttelton (the harbour for Christ-
church) in the ss. Zaupo, we
arrived at Wellington on Tuesday

afternoon, June 28th. Brother and sister
Lesueur were waiting to receive us, and
conveyed us to their Dulce Domum (** Sweet
Home ”) near the Island Bay, about four
miles out of town., We had completed our
tour of the South Island (or rather Middle
Island, as it literally is if Stewart’s Island is
reckoned the South Island) and we now
commenced our wanderings in the North
Island.

There had been some curious fluctuations
of programme for Wellington.  In the first
instance, there had been no strong sugges-
tion nor necessity for a visit to Wellington
on account of the weakened state of things
resulting from division in sympathy with
the Timaru no-restoration of Israel heresy.
Notwithstanding this, I allotted six days to
Wellington, aiming to include a Sunday, but
these days were gradually reduced—(first by
misfit of steamboat communication from the
south, and then by demands of neighbouring
places)—till one day only was left—the day
following our arrival. This was an absurd
sequel to the expectation of a long
stay with sister Lesueur, entertained by
sister Roberts, consequent on an invitation
from sister Lesueur to spend a month with
her on her arrival in the colonies. So we
arranged that sister Roberts should stay a
fortnight withsister Lesueur (whoseacquaint-
ance she was desirous of forming) while I
should visit Napier and Dannevirke, and
that she should join me by rail at Palmerston
when I should be done with Napier and
Dannevirke But this snug arrangement
let loose the winds in other quarters; and
we had to reconsider. 'While we were recon-
sidering, word came that Dannevirke would
not expect us, on account of the poverty
caused by a severe reduction of employment
which had prevailed for some time. This
placed four days at our disposal, which I
instantly vesolved to give to Wellington on
my return from Napier, as a quid pro quo
for which we arranged for Wellington to
surrender a part of sister Roberts’ fortnight
to allow of her going with me to Napier.

This being comfortably arranged, we could
go forward. Sister Roberts’ acquaintance
with sister Lesueur was very gratifying to
her, as that of a cultured lady fit for any
society, and in total and enthusiastic
submission to the things of the spirit. It is
a rare thing to find cultivated people in the
Lord’s service. In the age nearly dawning
upon the world, it will be the rule without
exception, for the aristocracy of the age will
be the Lord’s people, and cultivated with a
cultivation of sweetness and dignity that
cannot be known in this poor mortal nature.
Meanwhile a foretaste is pleasant.

On the evening of our arrival at Welling-
ton, there was a meeting in the brethren’s
meeting room to which we walked after tea.
No arrangement had been made for public
lecture for the reason before hinted at.
This was a semi-private meeting of the
brethren and sisters to which some friends
had been invited. Brother Lesueur was
prevented from coming, and I had to eon-
duct the meeting myself. After preliminary
exercises, I called attention to the account
of a special private meeting in the .house of
Cornelius, held over 1,800 years ago in
Cwzsarea (Acts x). The object of it, as
defined in the narrative, was ¢ to hear words
whereby the company might be saved”
(xi 14). Though not now assembled in the
same express manner, our assembly had to
do with the same object. The “ words”
then spoken were still in force and had the
same power to save where they were received
and obeyed. I called their attention to
Paul’s statement that these words were not
of human origin or appointnent, but were
uttered and authorised by the Holy Spirit
(Gal. i. 11-12). T indicated the evidence in
our possession that Paul’s statement was
true, and then proceeded to show what the
words in question were. In other words—
What is the truth? What is the Gospel?

At the close of my remarks, some ques-
tions were put by a lady, the wife of a
retired Indian official, who, I afterwards
discovered was a sister—a Mrs. Baernacki
(pronounced Baernadski). I supposed she
was a hostile oritic. She wanted my opinion
as to how certain people stood with regard
to prospects of salvation, who, while receiv-







