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g (Jesus) that sanctifeth and they who are sanctifed are all of one (Father)
for which couse he s not ashamed fo call them srRETHREN —(Heb ii. 11.)

¢ For the sarnest expectation of the creature waitsth for the manijestation of THE
#0ONS oF Gop. '—(Rom. vii. 19.)
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DR. THOMAS'S ACCOUNT OF HIS VISIT TO THE SOUTH DURING
THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.

( Continued from last month. ) .

Among the objects of Jehovah’s indignation are those who utter “hard
speeches against him.” What speeches against.him can be harder than
those which come from a legislative invitation to a Jewish Rabbi, who
holds the Lord Jesus in contempt, to officiate for the representatives of
the nation in spiritual affairs? This was done by Congress, and in so
doing, it offered a direct insult to him whom the Eternal Spirit hath made

both Lord and Christ. This public blasphemy capped the climax of the - -

impiety of the late United States, and confusion came upon it. He did.
not confound their ability to speak English, but he confounded the counsel
of their politicians, who could not be brought to understand one another,
so that “they left off to build the city” and capitol, and are scattered upon
the face of the earth, some towards the north, and others towards the
south.

3. The Union, then, in God’s providence, and for the promotion of his
own purposes, is broken into two hostile sections. This is a fact, and has
to be accepted as such for the time being. What may be in the immediate
future cannot be told. It is not revealed in the scriptures. Yet the
Federal Government is acting as though it knew that the old Union
was to be restored. It is raising men and money to accomplish that
result; and working with all the perseverance and infatuation with which

»
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the blind governments of the world
carry out the purposes of Jehovah to
their own confusion. Believing the
dissolution to be providential, we do
not believe that a restoration to the
status quo ante bellum is possible.
But we shall see. The end is not
yet. :

4. We come now to the purpose
of the Confederate Power. What
isit? It proposes to establish its
independence of the North ; and to
perpetuate for ever the institutions
peculiar to the South, with visions
of empire extending illimitably to
the south. We believe, on the
principle of Jehovah making use of
the wicked as his sword upon the
wicked until he come with the saints
to execute judgment, that the South
will be successful to a certain point.
God is making use of it as a power
to break up an obnoxious union;
but that order and permanencewill be
established, and Southern power
created such as is anticipated, we
did not believe. The end of all
governments is near at hand, so that
thetimeistoo brief to afford scope for
the development of the hopesand ex-
pectations of the people. We donot
believe that the purposes of either the
Federal or Confederate governments
will come to pass. Both parties are
guilty before God. He has spoken,
but what He has said meets with no
' consideration in the North or the
South. The time is come, therefore,
to give both peoples’ blood to drink
for their iniquity.

5. The purposes of Jehovah is
subversive of the purposes of both
sections. He has declared his
intention to set up a kingdom whose
rule shall be universal. When the
time comes for this, and it cannot
be far off, it will abolish the govern-

ments of the North and South., It
will tolerate neither of them; for

they will be as much in his way as
the old union of Shinar. When he
comes to exetute judgment he will
drive them both asunder ; for the
one is no more in harmony with the
principles of his kingdom than the
other. The present revolution is
but the prelude to worse times
ccming. The scriptures teach that
when Christ comes the world will
be in an uproar. Hence, some
storm must be stirred up to set the
sea of nations in commotion. The
trouble here may become compli-
cated with foreign elements of
discord.  European governments
doubtless understand the opportu-
nity presented to them by this
division of the Model Republic
against itself. 'When a people turn
into the demolition of their own
hands, “outside barbarians” need
only to stand by and wait, and
wonder at their infatuation. Had
the old union continued to progress.
in the same ratio for a century as it
has since the recognition of its

indépendence by the mother
country, a contest would have
necessarily  arisen, under the

guidance of its political prophets,
between the Union and Great
Britain for the dominion of the sea,
and the commercial ascendancy it
guarantees. The cry of the capital-
ists and traders, fillibusters and
needy, and, therefore, hungry and
ambitious political spoilsmen, would
be like that of the old Romans
against Carthage. They would say,
Britain must be destroyed. But
the people of this modern Shinar
are saving Great Britain the neces-
sity of that conflict.  Unless infatu-
ated, she will never aid the
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subjugation of - the South, or the
restoration of the Union by com-
promise or otherwise, Her interest,
and that of all the leading powers,
except Russia, is the division and
weakness of the Republic  The
enterprise in which the North and
South are now engaged has reduced
the Monroe doctrine to a mere
fiction of the past, and enabled
them to please themselves in the
policy they may choose to adopt
in regard to the affairs of the Ameri-
can continent. We do not believe
that they will permit their mills and
factories to be stopped, and hun-
dreds ofthousands of their operatives
to be thrown out of employment,
and to perish for bread, or to help
themselves by the plunder of the
rich, while they have the power to
help themselves with the co-opera-
tion of the South. But the result of
such a policy who can tell? It is
not difficult to inaugurate it ; but if
the volcano in which slumber the
Italian and Turkish elements of dis-
cord between the powers should
break forth,- -sweeping away the
Anglo-French alliance, and develop-
ing new combinations of the govern-
ments, what then would be the
situation of affairs? Would not the
hearts of the capitalists and “mer-
chant princes,” and rulers, and
peoples of the world, fail them for
fear of what might be coming upon
the whole habitable? There would
then, indeed, be a time of trouble,
like to which mankind has not seen
since nations have existed on the
earth, They will be enraged, and
then the wrath of heaven comes to
augment the catastrophy. We can
see no prosperous issue from the
.present conflict for North or South;
nor do we believe that any purpose

or policy they may adopt will ulti-
mately succeed ; the only purpose
that will stand is Jehovah’s, which
the one section is as ignorant of as

‘the other.

We concluded our address by
advising our brethren to have
nothing to do with the factions on
either side. Both sides proclaim to
the world that God is with them,
and each is repudiating the other as
the greatest sinners under and
against heaven. In this mutual
accusation there is more truth than
fiction. All the States and their
peoples are guilty, and all under
condemnation——* there is none of
them righteous, no not one.” The
South says it is fighting for ¢ a pure
Christianity ” against the infidels of
the Nofth ! The Northern abolition-
ists, and all other classes, are infidel
enough. Everyone intelligent in
the word knows this. But this
blackness and darkness. does not
whiten and illumine the South.
There was no pure Christianity in
North or South, apart from the be-
lief of “ the gospel of the kingdom,”
and the obedience it demands ; and
where in either section are they to
be found who will stand this test of
purity ? Not the Puritans, or rather
Simon Pures, of New England, nor
the Sectarians, whose faith and
practice is common to North and
South. If to be found at all, they
are only with the few so microscopic
in its dimensions, as almost to elude
detection. Hence Christians of the
Bible order can take no part with
either, and be guiltless before God.
If Southern and Northern Metho-
dists, Baptists, Campbelliites, Presby-
terians, Episcopalians, and Baptists,
think fit to blow one another’s brains
out, and so send their brethren to



DR. THOMAS’S VISIT.

The Christadelphian,
Jan. 1, 1887

hell and the Devil according to their
creeds, by all means let them do it
to their heart’s content ; but let not
Christians mingle in the unhallowed
strife. There is no government or
country on earth, apart from
Jehovah’s land, that is worthy the
blood of one of his saints. Let the
potsherds of the earth fight for their
own governments, in Scripture styled
“the Devil and his Angels;” the
time of the saints is not yet quite
come. All they have to do now is
to pray for “all in awthority,” with-
out regard to latitude, longitude, or
generation ; not that they may be

converted, but that their policy may-

be so providentially over-ruled as
that they may be permitted to *lead
quiet and peacéable lives in all god-
liness and honesty.” Upon this
principle, saints in Rome and Con-
stantinople could conscientiously
and scripturally pray for the Sultan
and the Pope ; and so in Washing-
ton and Richmond for the Presidents
of the North and South. Until

Christ comes, it is for the saints not
to create, or aid in creating results,
but simply to accept them. ‘When
“the hour of judgment” comes,
“judgment will be given to the
saints under the whole heaven,” and
they will “execute the judgment

‘written” against the north and south,

east and west ; and no people will
escape. We pray all of you, then,
who are saints, to have patience
until then. Now you are called
upon to “ endure hardness” as good
soldiers -of the faith, that you may’
please him who has invited you to
his kingdom and glory ; then you
will be conquerors through him who
loves you, and all nations will feel
your prowess and glorify your name.

Such in substance was our dis-
course in the Confederate Capital.
No one put us to the question on
account of it, nor are we aware that
there were any disposition to inter-
rupt us as dangerous to the “ powers
that be.”

(70 be continued.)

A New TowN IN PALESTINE.—The
following is a clip from the newspapers.
Whether true orexaggerated, it is indicative
of the drift of the times:—‘“A curious
statement has lately appeared in some of
the Continental papers to the effect that a
new town is to be founded in the vicinity
of ancient Samaria, to be peopled by Jews
from Roumania, Germany, and Turkey.
The funds, it is stated, are being found by
Baron Rothschild, who is represented to
have already advanced some £60,000. The
town is to be named Jacob,” after the
- patriarch, and the wooden houses from
Sweden and Norway are expected at Jaffa.”

COLOURED SPECTACLES.—How a man
sees the world depends upon the medium
through which he looks. An apparently
successful tradesman in Australia, who has
just issued a book, finds the general aspect
very comforting. He sees ‘“ education in-
creasing, crime decreasing, mankind be-

. .

coming more humane, war decreasing,
human happiness and true religion in-
creasing.” These to him are the signs of
the times. = He thinks that English will
be the universal language, and that the
inventions of the future will surpass in
wonder and utility those of the

past. Those who look at the world
through a Bible medivm find a some-
what  different picture. ~ There are
some  improvements, but not in

godliness and true human well being.
There are ‘‘ signs of the times” indicative
of increasing brutality and distress. Never-
theless there is a ‘good time coming—not
of man or by man—in which Hebrew, not
En_lish, will be the universal language.
The inventions of that time will doubtless
excel those of the present as much as Mr.
Optimist, of Australia, thinks, butin totally
different connections and conditions from
those now prevailing on the earth. —ED. C.
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CHRIST : HIS LIFE AND WORK 1800 YEARS AGO.

By THE EDITOR.

CHAPTER XIX.—FROM THE STORM ON THE SEA OF GALILEE TO THE CALL
OF MATTHEW,

HE boat being ready, Jesus entered, and several of his disciples. It was
the work of a few minutes to unfurl the sail, lift the anchor, and make

for the open, steering straight for ‘“the other side.” Jesus, wearied with his
recent efforts, laid himself down on some cushion-work in the hinder part of
the boat, and was soon fast asleep. Gaily the little craft sped over the glisten-
ing waters, kissing the freshening breeze, and sending the spray right and left
as she cut her way through the dancing waves. But suddenly, there came 2
change, as is the wont with storms on the same lake to this day. The sky
overcast, the wind rose, and the water roughened into a heavy swell.  Rapidly
the wind increased to a gale, and the sea, quickly responding, rose in great
white-crested waves that tossed the vessel about like a plaything, and broke
around and over it in a very threatening manner. The disciples exerted them-
selves to the utmost to avoid the waves—probably by running her before the
wind ; but the strength of the storm was too much for them. They could
not prevent the breakers boarding her, and nearly filling her with water.
The" peril was great. Christ was yet asleep. They did not
wish to disturb him ; but every minute the danger was increasine. The
vessel rocked, and plunged and creaked and shipped water in a style that
threatened to send them all to the bottom in little time. She was now nearly
filled with the water. gAt last they awoke Christ. *‘ Master ! master !” ex-
claimed they, ¢ we perish. Lord save us. Carest thou not that we perish?”
That they supposed he could help them in some way is probable : that they
thought he could check the storm is disproved by what happened. Awaking,
Christ said,  Why are ye fearful?” This was as much as to say there was
no cause for fear. Well, there was not, as it turned out, from his point of
view ; but to mere human perception, there was every cause for fear. There
never is or can be such apparent just cause for apprehension to men than
when they are in a storm at sea in a frail vessel that is being overwhelmed by
the waves. Men never fear more than in such circumstances, That Jesus
felt differently was due to the power he possessed. That he expected the
disciples to share his feelings on the subject was due to the evidence he had
previously given them of his possession of that power. ““O ye of Zrtle
faith ! It was the smallness of their faith he rebuked. Faith is trust on the
ground of evidence. He had given them the evidence ; and on this, faith ought
to have worked with the effect of inspiring confidence in all circumstances.
But man is weak, and their faith failed them in the presence of unfavourable
appearances.—Having uttered these few quiet words of rebuke, he rose and
addressing himself to the elements, said *‘ Peace: be still !” The effect was
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instantaneous, The rush of -the wind was arrested: the tumult of the waves
stopped. The water ceased its convulsions and immediately settled to a quiet
level. The storm was gone, and the ship, dripping, glistening with the water
that had covered it, was riding in calmness and safety. In the presence of
this great and sudden change, Jesus again looked at his disciples, and said,
.““Why are ye so fearful? How is it that ye have no faith?” Questions
under the circumstances far more telling than the most fervid effort of
rhetoric.

It would be impossible to imagine a situation in which the power of Christ
could be more impressively shewn, or more stringently and convincingly tested.
Never is man so powerless as in the presence of the elements in their raging
power. A pretender may do something with appliances and protected plat-
forms and dark rooms. But place him on the storm-swept deck of a reeling
vessel in a gale, and he is as helpless as the struggling cattle that are washed
overboard, It does not even want a storm to show the impotence of man in
dealing with nature. The quiet side of a mountain, the expanse of primitive
moorland, the depths of the forest, or the face of the smiling ocean at any time
in the finest weather overwhelm a man with a sense of mortal littleness and
helplessness. We have all heard in history of the vanity of monarchs or the
extravagant loyalty of subjects that has sometimes claimed dominion over
nature, and that has received its quiet but ineffectual confutation from nature
itself. 'We have heard of the Persian Xerxes vainly apostrophising a moun-
tain that he wanted out of the way, and whipping the waters of the
Bosphorous for presuming to sweep away his bridge of boats, We have
heard of Canute planting his throne by the edge of the sea, and vainly com-
manding the rising tide to stop its advance. But here is a man who says,
““ Peace be still,” and at whose word the rage of the tempest itself stops, and
the sea becomes smooth, What more appropriate comment can be made than
the one the disciples passed one to another: * What manner of man is this
that even the winds and the sea obey him?” What manner of man, indeed !
Most momentous question, which many are content to leave unsettled, or to
settle in a most superficial and absurd manner. The question cannot be
burked or ignored. The question is there. Christ did all these wonderful
things. The New Testament is the evidence of it. The New Tcstament. has
been in the hands of the world all these ages. It was written by the men who
were his companions: whose competence as witnesses is shewn by the
writing ; whose integrity is proved by the fact that they had and could have
no object in the writing but the testimony of truth, since that testimony
brought them nothing but evil ; the truth of whose narrative is proved by the
narrative itself. The question is constantly ringing in the air for those who have
ears to hear : * what manner of man is this?” The answer is a glorious one,
though mankind in their woe may be sick of hearing it. It is the only answer
that solves the whole wonderful problem. “ God was in Christ.” God,
who made all things, can control all things, whether it be the
physiological conditions of the body, or the momentum of the atmos-
phere, caused by the mechanical action of the laws of heat. It is in Hig
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power to radically change the one or put a brake on the other. It is a ques-
tion of the object and opportunity. Thére is a time to show the power, and
time to conceal it. One time to show it was when Jesus, the Son of God, was
on earth to declare the'Father’s name, and open and shew the way of life and
love in the ministry of reconciliation. It was shewn in sach a variety of ways
as to exclude the possibility of doubt as to its being the power of God: and
one of the most impressive cetainly was' the demonstration that even the wind
and the sea were subject to the will of Christ. '

The storm having ceased, the boat resumed her eastward course, and shortly
arrived at the other side. They landed “in the country of the Gadarenes,
which is over against Galilee.” The district lies on the eastern margin of the

_sea of Galilee, towards the southern end, where the land rises abruptly formirg
that ‘‘steep place ” which was signalised by an incident now about to happen
—of which the three apostolic narratives, read together, furnish the following
particulars. 'When Jesus had landed, a man at a long distance off was seen
running towards him at the top of his speed, accompanied by-anothér man
who did not figure prominently in-the transactions that followed. The men
were madmen, who lived, not in the city, but among the tombs in the neigh-
bourhood of the city. They were naked, and possessed of abnormal strength,
They had been the terror of the neighbourhood for a long time-—particularly
the first man, who, night and day, at spasmodic intervals, made the air ring
with his maniac shouts, as he cut himself with stones and cried out Many
attempts had been made to put him under restraint, but all invain. Chains and
fetters had been successfully put upon him several times, but each time, with the
strength of Samson, when left to himself, he snapped them asunder in the par-
oxysmsof his madness. He now rantowards Christ, whom,from adistance, hehad
seen landing, The fame of Christ had ‘“spread into all the regions round
about.” Consequentlyy this madman had heard something of him, and ran to
worship him.  Jesus saw him coming, It is probable that the disciples also
would apprehensively direct his attention to the approach of a madman.
Jesus knew the state of the man, and before he had come quite close, he sought
to disarm him by cure. He said, ** Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.”
The man, mistaking Christ’s adjuration for an imprecation of judgment upon
himself, fell on his knees and responded in a voice of terror, ** What have I to
do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most High God? I adjure thee by God
that thou torment me not.” Jesus then speaks kindly to him :  What is thy
name?” The man said, * My nameis Legion, for we are many.” This was
the man’s hallucination. Jesus had recognised hut one unclean spirit (that is,
the deranging influence that obstructed his faculties), saying to him, ‘* Come
out of the man, thouunclean spirit.” But the man imagined himself inhabited
by a multitude of demons. The lunatic asylums to-day will furnish instances
of a similar delusion : the difference is, they are not at large, and there is no
living Christ going about, for their aberrated faculties to act on. The man
proceeded to earnestly implore Christ not to send him (that is, them : for the
man and the demons were identical to the man’s deranged mind)—not to send
him out of the country. It was a revealed work of the Messiah, that he would
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‘¢ cause the unclean spirit to pass out of the land " (Zech. xiii. 2), John the
Baptist had spoken of him ‘‘ standing in the midst  of Israel while he spake,
and of having the fan in his hand with which he would thoroughly purge his
floor (Matt. iii. 12 ; Jno. i. 26). This phase of the Messiah’s work is the one
that would most readily be apprehended by the populace. It would easily
and naturallv diffuse itself as a panic which the madmen of the country would
catch up and reflect in an aberrated form. Consequently, we may understand
this madman’s anxiety as he kneels imploring Christ to spare him the banishment
which he feared at his hands, and suggesting to him that he would instead,
allow him to go among the swine that were feeding in multitudes on the hill
brow overlooking the sea. Of course, it was mixed up with the hallucination
that he was a legion of demons; and the suggestion took that form. ¢ Suffer
us to enter into the swine.” Jesus acted on the suggestion. The culture of
the sow was a breach of the law of Moses. It was part of the disobedience
which he was about to revenge on the nation in a baptism of fire (effected
40 years later), It was therefore a fitting thing to mark with his displeasure
in the way now suggested. He said, *‘ Go,” and at his word, the maddening
influence which had so long possessed the man was transferred from him to
the 2,000 swine, and transformed into a judicial impulse which projected them
in a general stampede down the brow of the hill into the water where they
were all drowned,~as intended.

The idea that the ‘‘demons-” in the case were intelligent beings is pre-
cluded by the way they are treated in the narrative. They are, both by Jesus
and the narrator (Luke), treated as ‘“an unclean spirit ”—a spirit of madness.
Their existence in the man is the man’s own theory of himself, propounded
in answer to Christ’s kindly question, ‘‘what is thy name?” and merely
adopted in some parts of the narrative in accommodation to this introduced
aspect. Had they been intelligences literally seeking transfer to the swine,
as a more congenial sheathing or dwelling, they would not have instantly
frustrated their own wishes by destroying the swine in the sea. The whole
of the circumstances adapt themselves to the view that Christ, in
benevolently curing a violent madman, judicially transferred the madness to
2 herd of swine that had no business in the land of Israel. The narrative is
necessarily tinged with the notion universal in the world at that time, that
madness was due to the presence of malignant beings : tinged with it, that is,
in the sense of its being taken into account just as we take into account the
views of children or lunatics, when we talk to them about their affairs: but
not tinged in the sense of its being accepted as true: only in the sense in
which the doctrine of Beelzebub tinged the discourse of Christ when he seemed
to assume the existence of that mythical deity, in his conversation with those
who believed in it (Matt. xii. 27). Itis one of the evidences of the divinity
of the Gospel narratives, that while necessarily dealing extensively and
minutely with the heathen theory of demonology in its record of the cure by
Jesus of mental disorders of all kinds, it steers clear of an endorsement of the
theory as such. : .

The people who were in charge of the immense herd of swine were thrown
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into consternation at the inexplicable frenzy which impelled it to destruction
in the waters of the Galilean lake.  They ran into the town in hot haste, and
reported what had happened. The people instantly flocked out to the hill to
behold the evidence of the truth of the report in the hundreds of pig-carcases
floating ashore. ~ While wondering at the occurrence, their attention was
drawn to the group on the plain. Jesus and his disciples were there : and the
crowd streamed towards them. There they found their formidable neighbour
—the incurable maniac—¢* sitting, and clothed, and i kés right mind.” . (No
doubt the disciples furnished clothing among them for the man, when he was
cured). The people quickly understood the situation : Jesus had transferred
the madness from the man to the swine, and caused their destruction.  This
filled them with a superstitious fear of him. They were afraid of further
calamities. They implored him to get away from them ; and he went. Poor
misguided people ! . How many millions there have been since, who would
gladly at any time have given all that they had for one hour of the company
which these Gadarenes put away from them. There have been many, also,
who, like the Gadarenes, have put Christ away, because of the temporal incon-
veniences.

Jesus walked back to the ship—the cured madman accompanying him to
the water’s edge. When he had got aboard with his disciples, the man
implored Jesus to allow him to go with him. But Jesus would not consent,
To one he said, *Follow me;” to this, ‘“ Follow me not.” ¢ To every
thing, there is . a season, and a time to every purpose under the sun.”
The cured madman was not fit to be a companion of Christ, and not suitable
for an apostle. Jesus ‘‘knew all men,” and knew this man, and there-
fore ““suffered him not” to have his wishes gratified. There was, how-
ever, a sphere of service for him. ‘“Go home to thy friends, and tell them
how great things the Lord hath done for thee and hath had compassion on
thee.” As the boat drew off, we can imagine the poor man looking after it
with longing eyes as he stood among the other people who with a very different
mind watched the departure. He would watch its receding form till no longer
able to discern the forms of its occupants ; and then, with the dispersing multi-
tude, many of whom would gather round him and talk with him, glad at his
change, though vexed at the loss of their grunting property, he would at last go
away. He did not and could not forget what had been done for him. ¢ He
departed and began to publish in Decapolis (the ten cities) how great things
Jesus had done for him ; and all men did marvel ” (Luke v. 20). '

Arrived at Capernaum (which he had made ‘“his own city ” by removal
from Nazareth) Jesus found the town crowded. ‘¢ Great multitudes had come
together to hear and to be healed by him of their infirmities.” Among the
crowd were ‘ Pharisees and doctors' of the law out of every town of Galilee
and Judea and Jerusalem ” (Luke v. 17). These had heard reports of his
wonderful doings and sayings, and had come to study him. At first, Jesus retired
before the crowded state of the town, and again “‘ withdrew himself into the
wilderness and prayed.” But again rallying himself to the work *“after some
days” *“ he entered into Capernaum ” (Mar. ii. 1). It was soon reported that
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he had arrived and was in the house where he made his stay when in the place.
¢ Straightway many were gathered together insomuch as there was no room to
receive them, no not so much as about the door.” While thus clustered thickly
together in and about the house, ‘‘he preached the word unto them.” Our
exclusive acquaintance with western houses interferes with our understanding
of such a scene as this—as regards its mechanical adjuncts. If the house was
like the eastern houses which travellers describe to us, it would be a flat-roofed
building of one storey, with a wide door opening to- a paved court in front.
Jesuswould beseated insidesome distance from the door, withthe people standing
and sitting all about him, filling the room and overflowing through the door
way into the court yard. The *‘ doctors of the law * had secured a place in the
inner circle. Jesus discoursed to the assembly in terms not recorded. The
Pharisees and lawyers were sitting with ears attent. They were in the keenly
observant mood of a perplexed scepticism which desired to find a flaw, but
could not resist the wisdom of his speech or deny the wonder of his works.
While he was speaking, a noise in the roof attracted attention.  Slabs were
being removed, and in a little time a large space had been cleared over the
heads of the assembly—Ilarge enough to admit the entrance of a couch contain.
ing a palsied man, which the operators proceeded to lower into the presence of
Christ. No doubt people in the house would expostulate with the intruders,
and endeavour to persuade them to withdraw the strange burden, and restore
the roof. If so, it was all in vair. They were terribly in earnest, and would
take no denial. There were four of them. The palsied man was probably a
relative. They had heard of Christ’s wonderful works  of healing, and had
probably brought him from a distance to be cured ; Dut on arriving they had
found the house blocked with people, and no way of getting at him, but by
breaking the roof.  Their earnest stratagem, however objectionable to the
company assembled in the house, was not displeasing to Christ. = He *‘ saw
their faith,” and anticipating their object, said to the palsied man, ‘* Son, thy
sins be forgiven thee.” These words startled the aforesaid ‘“ Pharisees and.
lawyers.”  They looked at each other and whispered, as much as to say,
¢ Ha, did you hear that? We have got something now.” Their actual
words (under their breath) were, ¢‘ Why doth this man thus speak blasphemy ?
‘Who can forgive sins but God only?” Jesus perceived the movement, and
knew their thoughts. Turning to them instantly, he said, *° Why reason ye
these things in your hearts? Whether is it easier to say to the
sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee, or to say, Arise, and take up
thy bed and walk ?” He places the two things on a par in point of power
and authority. If he could do the one, was it not evidence ot ability to do
the other? Who could cure the palsy with a word but God only ? and if God
gave the Son of Man power on earth to cure the palsy and do many other
works that no man could do, why should he not confer upon him the power to
forgive sin also, which was neither more difficult nor more easy? Pressing
home this argument, he said to them, ¢ That ye may know that the Son of
Man hath power upon earth to forgive sin—(then turning to the palsied man) I
say unto thee, Arise and take up thy bed and go thy way unto thine house. ”
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All eyes were now upon the man, who arose with the ease and strength of
a man in perfect health, packed up his couch, and lifted it on his shoulder. A
passage being made for him among the people, he carried it out before them all,
Everyone was simply amazed and struck with admiration, ‘“ We never saw
anything like this before.” They ‘‘ marvelled that God had given such power
unto men” (Matt. ix. 8). The Pharisees could only be silent. Jesus then
motioned to pass out, and a way being made for him, ‘“ he went forth again by
the seaside, and all the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught.them.”
¢ The common people heard him gladly.” The uncommon people did not.
On the contrary, they heard him, first with curious interest, -then with
suspicious dislike, then with open hostility, and lastly with implacdble hatred
and determination to compass his destruction, But things did not reach this
pass all at once. As yet they were in the studious mood, The common
people were intent on hearing him ; and the leaders were obliged to follow in
their train.

Returning from the seaside, Jesus passed the tax-collector’s office (for Caper-
naum) in which an official was seated who had been keeping an open and
interested eye on the movements of Christ, and on whom Christ now had his
eye. This was ¢ Matthew, the publican,” who belonged to a class that was not
in good savour with the higher ranks of society in Israel at this time. He was
a Jew, but a servant of the Romans, and was therefore looked down upon as an
unpatriotic and defiled Israelite. Besides this, the publicans as a class were
extortioners. They paid a stipulated sum to the government as the taxes
accruing from the district over which they were appointed, and collected as
much more as they could, by pressure and extortion, thereby enriching them-
selves at the expense of the community. It is the system of farming the taxes
which is in vogue in Turkey at the present day. The publicans were, therefore,
asa class, in great odium. Butin all classes, there are men better than their class.
And Matthew was not an unjust man, though a publican., He was a man fit
in Christ’s estimation to be an ambassador of Christ ; and the time had come
to call him. Jesus therefore stopped before the office, and fixing his eyes on
Matthew, simply said, ‘‘Follow me.” For this summons, Matthew had
evidently been previously prepared ; for, without any hesitation or delay, “he
arose and followed him.” i
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“LEAN HARD.”

(¢ Through much tribulation ye must enter the Kingdom 6f God.” These are divinely
spoken words, and must be realised at times by all God’s children. What comfort when our
human nature unaided would sink crushed by its burden, to feel our Father's encircling
arms around us, and to *‘ Lean Hard” wpon Him who has said, *° Cast thy burden on

the Lord and he will sustain thee.”’

To those dear ones who are passing through the dark

hours of tribulation, the following selected lines are offered by Sister S. J.:—)

Child of my love, * Lean Hard ”

And let me feel the pressure of thy care.

I know thy burden, child ; I shaped it,

‘Poised it in mine own haud, made due proportion
[n its weight to thine unaided strength ;

For even as I laid it on, I said,

1 shall be near, and while she leans on me
This burden shall be wine, not hers,

So shall I keep my child within the

Circling arms of mine own love.”

Here lay it down, nor fear

To impose it on a shoulder which upholds

The government of worlds.

Yet closer come, Thou art not

Near enough, I would embrace thy care,

So I might feel my child reposing on my heart.
Thou lovest me ¥ I know it.

Doubt not then :

Bat loving me—* Lean Hard.”

THE DRYING OF THE EUPHRATES, OR
THE TERBITORIAL Losses oF TURKEY.—
The Novoe Vremya gives a summary of the
territorial losses of Turkey during the last
two centuries. In 1711 the Ottoman Em.
pire possessed more territory in Europe
than any other Power except Russia, her
possessions extending westward to the
Adriatic and the Danube, and eastward to
the Dniester, the Dnieper, the Don, and
the Kuban. Thus, Bessarabia, the Crimea,
and other Mongolian regions were under
the dominion of the Turks, whose possess-
ions on the Continent of Europe covered
an area of 15,454 square miles, But from
this period the decadénce of Turkey began,
and, with the exception of her temporary
success against Austria in 1739, she went
on losing territory to such an extent that
upon theeve of the war wizh Russia, she had

only 9,456 square miles of territory, of
which 2,948 miles were governed by
princes, who merely owed her suzerainty.
The Berlin Treaty deprived her of 4,558
miles, so that from 1700 to 1878 t,
Ottoman Empire lost in Europe 10,666
square miles, out of which 8,902 were
conquered by Russia, who has annexed
4,816 square miles. After the war of
1877-8 Russia annexed 4688 square miles
in Asia Minor and 167 iu Europe while
Austria annexed 1,073 (Bosnia and the
Herzegovina), and England 174 (Cypras).
(There is some radical mistake in the
figures : they ougbt to be much larger.
Cyprus for example, given at 174 squars
miles, is 150 miles long with an average
breadth of 40 miles, which would giva
6,000 square miles. - However, the lesson
of the statistics is manifest enough.-—
EDITOR).
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MEDITATIONS ON THE DEITY'S WAYS,

No. IIL
“ Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers (2 Cor. vi. 14). The con-
text of the passage makes clear Paul's meaning. ‘¢ Unrighteousness,’
¢ darkness,” ¢ Belial,” ‘infidel,” ‘idols,” are terms which include all outside
the truth, In the aggregate such constitute the world. Within its
boundaries is not only the ‘open and notorious evil liver,” but also the
well-meaning and pious alien. Everyone in fact who knows not God’s
purpose, and is not working with Him for its development. Paul’s com-
mand embodies a principle—the principle of separation. To company
with the world is unavoidable, but to yoke or join ourselves to it is un-
scriptural. ¢ Love not the world—* Know ye not that the friendship of
the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of
the world is the enemy of God.” '

Marriage is a yoke that cannot be removed. It is for life. Therefore,
of all yokings with the world, marriage with the alien is the most disastrous.
Such a union entails disagreement, diversity of aims and principles, and
an absence of sympathy, companionship, and co-operation, except in re-
lation to the comparatively unimportant affairs of the present life. He
who joins himself to an alien burdens himself with a double share of sin-
ful flesh. The man of God is commanded to grow in the truth, Can he
best accomplish this by uniting himself to one who cares not to converse
upon the truth, and who deems its calls distasteful? He is also com-
manded to work for the truth. Can he best do this by joining himself -
to one who murmurs, frowns, and unkindly criticises every effort made in
this direction? He who allies himself with an unbeliever heavily weights
himself in the race for eternal life, and shuts himself off from much godly
comfort and help which he sorely needs.

How does the matter stand with one who, on obeying the truth, has
already an unbelieving partner? Paul says that such an one is not to
separate (1 Cor. vii. 13). The command in reference to yoking in 2 Cor.
vi. 14 applies to a voluntary act. One allied before becoming acquainted
with the truth, and not through a wanton disregard of God’s will, would
doubtless receive from Him compensating help and comfort. It is some-
times contended that the union of a believer with an unbeliever is justi-
fiable when entered into with the object of influencing for good. Apostolic
teaching, however, emphaticaily forbids doing evil that good may come
(Rom. iii. 8). Besides, experience says that this good rarely, if ever,
comes. Study the history (penned for our learning) of those who have
been unequally yoked, and note how the flesh, and not the Spirit, has pre-
ponderantly prevailed :—Gen. vi. 2-6; xxvi. 34-35; Jud. iii. 6-7; Eazra
ix. 2-14; Neh. xiii. 26-27; % Chron. xxi. 6. Those who are in doubt
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upon this question, and wish to take heed According to the Word, should
also consult Deut. vii. 3-4; Jos. xxiil. 11-12 ; Exod. xxiv. 16.

Another form of unequal yoking is business partnership with the alien.
No brother, keenly alive to his separate condition and holy calling, would
venture an alliance with one who has not obeyed the truth. ¢ Can two walk
together except they be agreed?” Between one in the truth, and one out of
it, there can be no agreement, be the latter as upright as he may. The
motives and aims of the alien, and of those who are truly following Christ
are totally disimilar. With the former, the principles which actuate are
solely of the flesh, and the object striven for is worldly prosperity. With
the Saint, the object is the providing of things honestly in the sight of God
and man, and a subserviency in everything to the commandment. To join
(as in business partnership) with the alien is certainly a strange and dan-
gerous way of redeeming the time, of working out our salvation in fear and
trembling, of making our calling and election sure! No, a wise man will
steer clear as much as possible of the world. Asa good soldier, he will
disentangle himself from the affairs of this life (2 Tim. ii. 4), To
voluntarily share the responsibilities of an alien’s conduct, is neither
expedient nor wise. Some see no harm in such alliances, but how

_different is the ring of their sentiments from that of apostolic

teaching. Let us recall it. “Set your affections on things above,
not on things on the earth,” “Be holy,” “Be perfect,” “Keep thyself
pure,” “resist not evil,” ‘“having food and raiment, let us therewith be
content,” ‘ hating the garments even spotted by the flesh.” ¢ Whatsoever
ye do, do all to the glory of God,” *‘let us not sleep, as do others, but let
us watch, and be sober.” “ Be ye as men that wait for their lord.” This
standard is high. Let us not lower it because we think we are unable to
attain to it. If we try to obey, God will help. To the upright, the merci-

ful and forgiving.

Paul’s statement in 2 Cor. vi. 14, has been rendered thus: “Be not
diversely yoked with unbelievers.” Tt is probable that Paul had in mind
the Mosaic prohibition in Deut. xxii. 10— Thou shalt not plow with an
ox and an ass together.” The apostle, in a similar way, drew upon another
Levitical enactment—*‘thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out
the corn.” To this he added the suggestive comment, * Is it for the oxen
that God careth, or saith He it altogether for our sakes? Yea, for our
sakes it was written.” What deeply-laid lessons are contained in the word !
Well might the Psalmist pray—* Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of Thy law.” “In Thy light shall we see light.”

Addressing Ezekiel, God said :(—‘Son of man, thou dwellest in the
midst of a rebellious house, which have eyes to see, and see not; they
have ears to hear, and hear not: for they are a rebellious howuse” (xil. 2).
The concluding words of this sentence reveal the cause of Israel's afflic-
tions. Israel’s condition is now the condition of the whole of Christendom
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—spiritually deaf and blind. And rebellion is the root of it. Christendom
rebels against the Words of God, and contemns the counsel of the Most
High (Ps. cvil. 1t). Unscriptural behaviour leads from the way of under-
standing, Christ alluded frequently to this spiritual cause and effect.
Listen—* If ye continue in my word, then are ye my dlsc1ples indeed,
and ye shall know the truth, and the ‘truth shall make you free.” Again,
“If any man will do his (Gcd’s) will, he shall know of the doctrine
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.” ILet faithful
brethren take care-lest they infringe and fall. Let the unfaithful reflect
and reform. What deplorable results has unchristlike conduct produced !
May we not confidently say, on the basis of the foregoing testimony, that
our recent trouble (resulting in some cases in partial or complete repudia-
tion of the truth) has been due to this?

“ With lies ye have made the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad;
and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return from
his wicked way, by promising him life ” (xiii. 22.) Howapplicable is thisto.
the prophets of to-day! Who, among the faithful, is not saddened by the
lies sent forth in.the name of the Lord? And how doubly saddening is.
their effect! Pious, well-meaning, self-sacrificing dupes perishing from
lack of truth! The Deity’s accusation goes farther. The prophets, lnL//L
addition to lie-telling, strengthened the hands of the wicked by promising
life. Is not this repeated in modern theology ? God has laid down the
conditions of salvation—a definite belief, and an observance of specific
commands. False teachers introduce another way, which is lax, compro-
mising, and flesh-pandering. Let not the wise be partakers in this sin.
“They that forsake the law, praise the wicked: but such as keep the
law contend with them.” .

. God accused the spiritual teachers of Ezekiel's day with having pro-
- phesied “out of their own hearts,” and with having followed their “own
spirit,” “having seen nothing.” In this we have another feature which
marks the similarity of his and our times. The religious world is insane
with the carnal predictions of its instructors. They make void the gracious.
promises of God, and bar their deluded followers from the way of life.
The earth to be destroyed, Heaven to be the abode of the righteous, and
eternal torment the destiny of the wicked—these and kindred visions
are emanations of their own spirit, and are in direct opposition to the
utterances of the Spirit of God, which they claim to possess. In this
matter the Bible—the book of the Spirit—is our witness. Unfortunate,
indeed, is the man who loses confidence in this unerring test.

In Ezekiel’s day the cry was heard—‘The Lord hath forsaken the earth,
and the Lord seeth not” (ix. g9). How this sound dings in our earsto-day ! 1
Some will say we are mistaken, and point, perhaps,.to the universal
weekly confession, “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth,” Bur actions speak louder than words. The habitual
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conduct of those who make this confession betrays their scepticism.
Believe in God, and worship Mammon? Believe in God, and delight in
the world's amusements?  Believe in God, and make no effort to curb
the sinful impulses of pride, vanity, and temper? Believe in God, and
embrace no opportunity to converse upon His Word? Impossible !
Those who are guilty in these matters are like Israel of old—they draw
nigh with their mouth, and honour with their lips, whilst their hearts are
far away. Let us not be seduced by the unbelief of the age. It is pro-
ductive of every evil. Because of it the land, as in the prophet’s time, is
filled with iniquity and perverseness. ‘Woe unto them that seek deep
to hide their counsel from the Lord, and their works are in the dark, and
they say, ¢ Who seeth us? and, who knoweth us?’”

Ezekiel lived on the eve of dire calamity angd trouble. To announce
this was a part of the prophet’s mission. How the announcement was
received is shown in the scoffing proverbs of the time: “The days are
prolonged, and every vision faileth.” ¢ The vision that he seeth is for
many days to come, and he prophesieth of the times that are afar off.”
How discouraging must this have been to Ezekiel! But how useful and
comforting is his experience to us! Trouble and calamity, far exceeding
that to which the prophet stood related, is immediately ahead. This is no

speculation ; God has most positively revealed it. His servants _
to-day know it, and -are earnestly proclaiming it. But how
few, very few, receive their testimony ! The disposition of Eze-

kiel's time everywhere prevails. The false cry of “peace” is to be
‘heard—*‘ sudden destruction” will speedily follow. Because of these
things the prophet’s experience strikes home. ¢ Take, my brethren,
the prophets who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an
example of suffering affliction, and of patience.” Let us follow Ezekiel.
Let us ignore the opinion of the multitude, and with confidence wait the
fulfilment of the word that God has spoken. At any moment may the
declarations again be realised : “The days are at hand, and the effect of
every vision. There shall none of my words be prolonged any more, but
the word which I have spoken shall be done.”

The necessity for prayer must be seen before it can be engaged in with
the confidence which the Scriptures enjoin. Prayer is not a matter to be
resorted to as a kind of last chance—with the hope that it will succeed
when other means have failed. The Spirit’s instructions respecting
prayers are explicit and repeated. Its importance may be gathered from
the number of allusions to it in Paul’s epistles. In his two letters to the
‘Thessalonians alone there are no less than fourteen references to prayer
and thanksgiving ! Paul not only commanded them to pray, but he per-
suaded them, and set the example. ‘“Pray without ceasing,” said he.
“In everything giving thanks.” For this, he added was the will of God
concerning them. Twice he gave uiterance to the request, * Brethren,
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pray for us.” And asregards his attitude to them, he feelingly sad,
““ Night and day,” “ without ceasing,” ‘ we give thanks to God always for
you all, making mention of you in our prayers.” How this language
evinces the worth of prayer! Such.teaching should reach the dullest.
Remember that Paul was a teacher “1in faith and verity.”

Gibbon writes : ““ The doctune of Christ’s reign upon the earth was at
first treated as a divine allegory, was considered by degrees as a doubtful
and useless opinion, and was at length rejected as the absurd invention of
heresy and fanaticism.” How pregnant is this extract with instruction!
It exhibits the unchanging character of human nature in relation to divine
revelation. Observe the stealthy encroachments of error. The truth is
first reduced to allegory, then considered doubtful and useléss, and finally
«cast aside as an “‘absurd invention.” Let us be on the alert against this
insidious and ever-prevailing tendency of the flesh'! Bible history has shared
the same fate as Bible doctrine. In apostolic days, all Bible record was re-
«ceived as history, the early fathers changed it into allegory, and the time
has come when men hesitate not to pronounce it fiction. Brethren, take
heed! The Bible is true! That it is partly true, and partly false, is the
pernicious teaching of the Scribes and Pharisees of the nineteenth century.
If Christ were now among us, we may be quite sure that he would say as he
sald in the past—Beware of their leaven!

God’s law is very thorough. No surface obedience will meet its- de-
mands. It addresses itself to the root of all motive. Unless the heart is
reached, and rightly influenced, therecan be no acceptable service: The truth
must be affectionately believed—no mere intellectual assent will suffice. -
When believed, there must follow a similar joyous heart-rendered obedi-
ence—Hypocrisy is a certain prelude to shameful condemnation. Two illus-
trations will evidence the piercing character of divine law. “Thou shalt
not commit adultery.” Christ's comment upon this is, “ Whosoever Jocketh
on a woman to lust after her, hath committed adultery with her already in
his heart.” Again, ‘“ Forgive men their trespasses.” In reference to this
Christ said, *If ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother,”
the anger of God abideth upon you. And so with the whole round of our
obligations. Pray let us examine ourselves. “If our heart condemn us,
God is greater tham our heart, and knoweth all things.”  The heart is
«deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.” It can, however, be
reformed, provided its owner be willing to submit to the self-abnegating
process which the word inculcates. . To act as though God were like our-
selves—able only to judge by appearances—is tatal. The day that is
coming will reveal to such as think thus, appalling things! Our Lord is
coming, “ who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will
manifest the counsels of the hearts, and then shall every man have praise
of God.” :

London. ’ AT T
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“THAT THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD.”

LETTER FROM BRO. J. J. ANDREW TO HIS ADVERSE CRITICS.

London, Nov. 13th, 1886.

Twelve months have elapsed since com-
mencing to write my letter to the Editor
of the Christadelphian on the Inspiration
controversy. If I had been actuated by a
desire for human approbation, I should
regret having written it ; for the expressions
of disapproval, both public and  private,
have been more voluminous than those of
the oppusite class. From one point of
view—a personal one—it is well ‘that it is
so. A faithful vindication of God’s works
and ways is sure to be attended with more
or less contumely.

Some of your criticisms have been
anticipated, or already replied to, and it
is not necessary again to refer to them.
There are a few others, however, on which
it may be advisable to make some brief
observations. .

Your criticisms are, for the most part,
of a negative character, and illustrate the
process by which all that is vital in the
Bible has been frittered away during the
present generation. Your positive argu-
ments are unsound ; they are either based
upon an assumption or they ignore an
essential element,

.A great outcry has been made about the
last paragraph but two concerning Divine
help. I have been charged with claiming
inspiration. This is a misconception. The
expression, ¢ hand of God,” does not
necessarily involve inspiration ; neither is
Inspiration always the result.of the Spirit
operating on man. If it were so, we should
not'read of the Philistines having discase
through the hand of God being upon them
(1 Sam. v. 6-9); nor would it be recorded
that the Israelites were helped by God in
their physical conflicts. As there are

diversities of Spirit gifts, so are there-

diversities of Divine workings (1 Cor. xii.
'4:6). . Inspiration is a Spirit gift of a very
hjgh ordcr—perhaps the highest. It means
literally a breathing, and breathing being
essential to speech, it fittingly represents
the action of the vocal organs. Those who
are the subjects of it are, for the time
being, the Deity’s mouthpiece, as Aaron
was the mouthpiece of the inspired Moses.
Since. the completion of the Apostolic
writings, there is no evidence of anyone

possessing this gift,  But are we to con-
clude that no one has received Divine aid
since then? If so, how are we to account
for some answers to the prayers of God’s.
children ? Moreover, how have the weak
ones chosen by God for His work been
strengthened (1 Cor.'i 27-29)? And how
have the angels fulfilled their functions as:
ministering spirits on behalf of the heirs of
salvation (Heb. i. 14)? Probably, if the
truth were known, others in the present
generation have received Divine aid in.
their labours for the Deity.

You have, in effect, said that the Divine
help which I acknowledged is impossible ;:
for, with no opportunity of judging as to-
whether I was mistaken or not, you have
ridiculed it and pronounced it a delusion.
This is in marked contrast to the way ‘in,
which a similar statement from Nehemiah,
was received by the Jews in Jerusalem
(Neh. ii: 12-18)." The suggestions as to its:
real cause are at variance with certain facts,
though it is not necessary to mention them ;-
for I have asked no one to accept my
statement, neither have I made it the basis.
of any claims or obligation.” Why then did
I mention the matter? On the same-
principle as that which is involved in the
Inspiration controversy—viz., not to-
attribute to the flesh that which is of God.
I have, therefore, nothing to withdraw and.
nothing to be ““ashamed of.”

The argument put forth that if I was.
right my effort would have been infallible
in effecting its object, is a fallacious one.
Where a ‘‘heart of unbelief” exists, the-
most positive demonstration will be futile.
Of this, the history of Israel and of con--
temporary Gentile intellect furnishabundant
illustrations. The Prophets and Apostles
gave ocular proof of their mission, and yet
their utterances were rejected by unbeliev-
ing Jews ; the miracles of Christ conld not
be denied, but they were attributed to a
false god; and though the Divine character -
of the Bible has been infallibly proved in -
innumerable ways, it is rejected by many -
intelligent and ‘well-meaning men of the
present generation. .

I have been charged with attributing to.
one brother a divine commission, My
reply is, that I have simply applied to the :
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present operations of the truth the prin-
ciples of divine action necessary to the
development of the One Body. If dealing
with the subject comprehensively I should
recognise God’s working in the varied cir-
cumstances which have led to the revival
and promulgation of the truth in the
present century.  Every brother when
putting on Chnist has a divine commission
to work for his Father in heaven ; but all
are not adapted for the same kind of
labour. Each one is used, therefore,
according to his capacity, and his position
is attended with a corresponding responsi-
bility.  ‘“God hath set the members
everyone of them in the body, as it hath
pleased him ” (1 Cor. xii. 18). His con-
tinued use of them is necessarily influenced
by the way in which they severally fulfil
their stewardship.

Surprise has been expressed that I should
appeal to conscientious doubters ; for it is
considered that when positive evidence is
adduced, the conscientious will at once
perceive and accept it. This is a popular
fallacy. Conscience has no perception
whatever as to what is true or untrue, It
isa blind faculty, which simply produces
a desire to do what is right, without any
power to weigh evidence, or determine
which is the true course. It may lead a
man to. sin against God as well as
to obey Him. Of this the Scrip-
tures furnish evidence. Did all who
crucified Christ violate their consciences?
The petition on the Cross—*¢Father for-
give them, for they know not what they
do” (Luke xxiii. 34)—supplies a negative
answer, and the Apostle Paul confirms it
when he says, ‘‘ Had they known it they
(the princes of this world) would not have
crucitied the Lord of glory” (1 Cor. ii. 8).
Was not Saul of Tarsus as conscientious in
persecuting Christians, as he was after
conversion, in preaching Christ? Let his
inspired declaration reply? ‘‘ Who was
before a blasphemer, and a persecutor and
injurious ; but I obtained mercy; because
I did it ignorantly, inunbelief” (1 Tim.
i. 13). And were not the apostles cruelly
treated ' by conscientious, but mistaken
Jews?. Chiist’s own words set the matter
at rest—*‘ They shall’ put you out of the
synagogues ; yea,the time cometh,that who-
soever killeth you will think that he doeth
God service” (Jno. xvi. 2),

These testimonies are practical warnings
againstan exclusive relianceon conscientious
conduct. Fldelity to conscience is neces-

.

sary to Divine approval, but it is not the
only requisite. If it were,a revelation of God's
will would be superfluous. A “‘conscience
void of offence toward God and toward
men” (Acts xxiv. 16), involves a know--
ledge of God and His ways, and a hearty
compliance with His injunctions. .

While admitting, like Unitarians, that
the Bible contains the Word of God, you
contend that it comprises something more,
and that consequently the Bible is not
wholly the Word of God. The principal
reason assigned is that it includes history
as well as prophecy, narrative as well as
revelation, men’s oracles as well as God’s,
This contention puts the issue between us
into a very concise form, viz., is the Bible
wholly or partially the Word of God? If
you be right, we ought to find in the-Scrip-
tures no instance of man’s actions or
utterances being included in the designa-
tion, Word of God, or Word of the Lord.
The following quotationsshow that you are
wrong :— )

1.—*¢ Hear ye the Word of the Lorg, all
ye of Judah, that enter into these gates to
worship the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of
hosts, the God: of Israel, amend your ways
and your doings, and I will cause you to
dwell in this place. Trust ye not in lying
words, saying the, temple of the Lora, the
tempee of the Lord, the tem le of the Lord
are these,” &c.(Jer. vii. 2-4).

2,—*¢ Hear ye the word of the Lord, O
house of David, thus saith the Lord,
execute judgment in the morning, and
deliver him that is spoiled’ out of the hand
of the oppressor lest my fury go out like .
fire, and burn that none can quench it,
because of the evil of your doings. Behold

am against thee. O inhabitant of the
valley, and rock of the plain, saith the
Lord, which say, who shall come down .
against us? or who shall enter info onr
habitations 27 &c. (Jer. xxi. 11-13).

3.—*“ Then the word of the Lord came
to Jeremiah . . saying, Take again
another roll, and write in it all the former
words that were in the first roll, which
Jehoiakim, the king of Judah, hath burned.
And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim, king of
Judah, Thus saith the Lord ; Thou hast
burned this roll saying, Why hast thou
wr ten theroin, saying, The king of Babylon
shall certainiy come an: destroy this land,
and skall cause to cease from thence man
and beast 1” (Jer. xxxvi. 27, 29).

4.—*“ Hear the wo:d of the Lord, all
Judah, that are in the land of Egypt: Thus
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saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,
saying, Ye and your wives have both spoken
with your mouths, and fuldlled with your
hand, saying, We will surely perform our
vow: that we have vowed, to burn incense
to-the queen of heaven. and to powr out drink
offerings unto her” (Jer. xliv. 24, 25).

5.—‘“ Hear the word of the Lord, ye
scornful men, that rule this people which
is in-Jerusalem. Because ye have said,
We hav: made a covenant with death, and
with kel are we a’ agreement”; when the
overflowing scourge shall tass through, it
shall not ¢ me unto us: for we hav: mae
ltes our refuge, and under falsehood have
2w hiw ourselves” (Isa. xxviil. 14. 15).

The words in italics are the actions and
utterances of men as described by the
Spirit of God ; they formed part of the
divine message which, in each case, com-
mences w1th the phrase, '“ The word of the
Lord ;
of explammg Jehovah’s condemnation.
They are an average representation of the
evil deeds and words recorded throughout
the Bible." The argument which these
facts supply is a very simple one : —God
includes human sayings in a communication
which the prophet is instructed to entitle
Jehovah’s word ; therefore we are justified
in applying the term ¢ Word of God” to
all inspired writings, whatever be their
contents.

The distinction drawn between history
and prophecy, and between narrative and
revelation, though necessary on ‘some
occasions, is misleading, when considering
what composes the Word of God. The
only question necessary to be answered. is,
‘ What -has God spoken or written?”

‘Whatever that be, it is a part of His Word

To Him with whom the past, present, and
fature are all the same, there is no differ-
ence between history and prophecy ; in the
one He declares what He will do, and in
the other what He has done. The doctrinal
and prophetic parts are not the only writ-
ings containing revelation ; it is to be found
also in narrative and history. The follow-
ing quotations from the Books of Chronicles
llustrate this :—-
I. CHRONICLES

1.—*“God granted him [Jabez] that
which he requested” (Ch. iv 10).

2.—* They [the Reubenites, &c.,] were
helped against them, and the Hagarites
were delivered into’ their hand, and all
that were with them : for they cried to God
in the battle, and he was entreated of them,

" they are included for the purpose

because they put their trust in him” (Ch.
v: 20). '
3.—*“The Lord blessed the house of
Obed-Edom, and all that he had” (Ch.
xii, I14).
II. CHRONICLES.

4.—-*“ So the King (Jeroboam) hearkened
not unto the people ; for the cause was ot
God, that the Lord might perform His
word, which he spake by the hand of
Abijah” (Ch x. 15).-" "

5.—‘“ As the men of Judah shouted, it
camc to pass, that God smote Jeroboam
and all Israel before Abijah and Judah”
(Ch. xiii. 15).

6.—““ So the Lord smote the Ethloplana
befote Asa, and before Judah” (Ch. xiv.12).

—“The Lord was with Jehoshaphat
because he walked in the first ways of his
father David” (Ch. xvii, 3).

8.—¢“ Jehoshaphat cried out, and the
Lord helped him, and God moved them to
depart from him” (Ch. xviii. 31).

9.—*“ So the realm of Jehoshaphat was
quiet : for his God gave him rest round
about” (Ch XX. 30.

10.—¢ The Lord stirred up agamst
Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, and
of the Arabians” (Ch. xxi. 16).
© 11.—*“The Lord smote him in this
bowels with an incurable disease”
(Ch. xxi. 18)

12.—The destruction of Abazlah was of
God by coming to Joram” (Ch, xxii. 7).

13.—"* Amaziah would not hear, for it
came of God, that he might deliver them
into the hand of their enemies, Because
they sought after the gods of +Edom”
(Ch. xxv. 20).

14.—*“ As long as he SOught the Lord
God made him to prosper” (Ch. xxvi. 5).

—“God helped him against the
Philistines and against thc Arabians”
(Ch xxvi 7).

16.—Wherefore the Lord his Gol
delivered him into the hand of the King of
Syria” (Ch. xxviii. §).

17.—*“The Lord brought Judah low
because of Ahaz, King of Israel”
(Ch. xxviii 19).

18.—*The Lord sent an angel which
cut off all the mighty men of valour; and
the leaders and captams in the’ gm? of the
King of Assyria” (Ch. xxxii. 21 "

19 —*“God left him (Hezekiab) to try
him that he might know all that: was in
his heart” (Ch xxxii. 31).

20. — ‘¢ Wherefore the

Lord brought
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upon them the captains of the host of the
King of Asgyria” (Ch. xxxiii. 11).

It will be observed that in each of these’
instances Divine action is described ; in
many of them it is of such a character as to
be imperceptible to the human eye. The
record is therefore a revelation of what God
did on these occasions, and consequently is
entitled to the designation, Word of God.
These brief statements:would be unintel-
ligible without further details; hence the
complete history with which we are
furnished. It is sacred history not simply
because it pertains to a holy nation, but
because given by the Holy Spirit. In its
production, God selects those human actions
which are necessary for His purpose, and
He records them in His own way ; occa-
sionally introducing a statement as to what
He did to assist or thwart human en-
deavours. History such as this is impos-
sible without Divine inspiration ; it is as
much, therefore, the inspired Word as is
any other part of the Bible ; and, if it be the
inspired Word, it is therefore God’s Word.
‘What practical difference is there between
God recording that, by an angel, He slew
the Assyrians, and predicting through
Zechariah that He will “fight against
those nations’ that gather against Jeru-
salem » (Zech. xiv. 3)?

The first and second of the foregoing
quotations from Chronicles are taken from
the Genealogies, the infallible inspiration
of which has, more than any other part of
the Bible been questioned in the recent
controversy. The position in which they
are found i1s more than suggestive of the
Divine Authorship of the lists of names
which surround them ; and if the former
are without error, it is but a logical con-
clusion that the latter are equally accurate.

The New Testament narratives contain
statements similar to those already quoted
from Chronicles, though not so numerous.
‘Taking the two books which have been
most disputed, viz. :—Luke and Acts—we
find the following :— )

1.—** This saying was hid from them
{Luke xviil. 34).

2.—“ Their eyes were holden that they
should not know him ” (Luke xxiv. 16).

3—‘“And the hand of the Lord was
with them ” (Acts xi. 21).

4 —*‘ And immediately the angel of the
Lord smote him, because he gave not God
the glory ; and he was eaten of worms, and
gave up the ghost ” (Acts xii. 23).

. to evade its

The hiding of a saying from the minds of

_the Apostles, and the holding of two dis-

ciples’ eyes, implies Divine action. The
probability is, that it would be imper-
ceptible to the subjects thereof at the time,
and it certainly could not be visible to any
observer, assuming the existence of such.
On what authority then is the statement
made? Human judgment only? If so,
it may be mistaken. But if on the spirit’s
authority, there can be no such danger.
And if inspiration be admitted for these two
statements, it cannot logically be rejected
for the whole Gospel.

The quotations from the Acts are similar.
To say that ‘“the hand of the Lord was
with them ” is equivalent to the statements
in Chronicles about God helping certain
Israelites, and the announcement of an
angel smiting Herod with disease is parallel
to that which tells us how the Assyrians
were slain. The angelic action would be
unseen by human eye in both cases.
Hence the need for recognising in the
statements a revelation by the spirit.

What has Leen written on the divine
action in the inspiration controversy has
been in the nature of an argument, and to
the judgment of some it has commended
itself ; but by others it has been scornfully
rejected. This fact alone shows the neces--
sity for inspiration in regard to all that is
recorded in the Scriptures concerning God’s
invisible action toward Israel after the
flesh and Israel after the spirit. When
uninspired man writes of such matters, he
has to reason from certain facts: not so
with the spirit ; the statement is made in
simple and concise language with a tone
of authority which cannot be questioned.

The forcible character of Psalm cxxxviii.
2 (““ Thou hast magnified Thy Word above
all Thy name,”) has led to various attempts
force.  One critic has
endeavoured to show that the word trans-
lated *“ above” should not be so rendered ;
but the reasons given are not of a character
to demonstrate the need of change; he
admits indeed that *“above” is included in
the Lexicographical meaning of the original
word. The question, therefore, to be
determined, is as to.its propriety in this
particular place On this point, it is worthy
of note that neither Dr. Thomas nor the
authors of the Revised Version thought it
necessary to make any change.

The name of Jehovah, it is contended, is
identical with Himself, and therefore the
Psalmist’s statement according to our
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version, affirms what is impossible and
absurd, viz. ; that Jehovah has magnified
His Word above Himself.
appearance of being logical, but it ignores
an  important consideration. From
one point of view, Jehovah and
His name are "identical, but from
other aspects, there is a difference between
them. The name of God is the designation
He has chosen by which to be known
among men ; that name is expressive of
His purpose and power. Its selection was
an exercise of divine wisdom ; it was within
Deity’s power to have selected another
name. But in reference to His own per-
sonality or character, no such exercise of
choice can be admitted. In this respect,
then.there is an absence of perfect identity.

Jehovah’sname exists first in an abstract,
and then in a concrete, form The latter
consists of the multitudinous Christ in spirit
perfection, who in one sense are identical

with God, for by these glorified sons, He’

will reign over and dwell with men. But
from another aspect, they are so far from
being identical with God that they occupy
“a subordinate position. ¢‘ When all things
shall be subdued unto him, then shall the
son also himself be subject unto him that
put all things under him that God may be
all in all ” (I Cor. xv. 28).

It is by means of the word of God that
Jehovah’s name is developed from an
abstract into a concrete form. In other
words, it is by that word operating on
human minds that they enter the name of
salvation now (Prov. xviii 10), and by the
same word they attain to the *‘great
reward” (Ps. xix. 7-71) of having the
“name of God ” written on their forehead
(Rev. iii. 12). Is there not then both pro-
priety and beauty in the word being
magnified above the multitudinous name ?

Dr. Thomas quotes Ps. cxxxviii., 2, in a
manner which shows that he understood it
‘as referring to the inspired Word :—
““ There is a characteristic of wickedness
‘which no sect, party, name, or denomina-
tion, regarded as ¢ orthodox ’ can repudiate
as inapplicable to itself. That character-
istic is, ‘ THOU CASTEST MY WORDS
BEHIND THEE,’ saith God. No man, sect,
or party, ‘can offer a greater insult to
Jehovah than this ; for it is testified that He
hath magnified his Word above all the
attributes of his name (Ps. cxxxviii. 2) jand it
was foretold in commendation of Messiah,
that when he should be revealed, he would
¢ magnify the law and make it honourable’

#

This has the .

(Isa. xlii. 21). ¢I came not,’ said he, ‘to
destroy the law and the prophets, but to
fulfil ; for the heaven and earth may pass
away, but not one jot or tittle shall pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled.” He con-
tinually impressed upon his hearers the
necessity of believing the Words of God,
and of doing his commands: and never
ceased to make the ‘obedience of faith’
the test of men’s devotion and affection for
him.”
Eureka, Vol. 1., p. 16.

It is not surprising that a critic who
affirms that the Bible is not wholly the
word of God, should also deny that any
part of the Bible has heen magnified above
God’s name. If the Bible is not the mag-
nified word, what is? Is not the Bible
the only divine writing with which we
are acquainted? Is it not the only book
which reveals God’s mind and purpose?
And is it not the only means by which
man can become like the glorified Christ ?
If then, it is not the subject of divine mag-
nification, where else is the ‘““word” to
which the Psalmist’s statement -applies?
That statement sets forth a principle, and
it is for us to rightly apply the principle.
It is for want of such nght application
that the same critic has been led to charge
me with teaching inferentially the pre-ex-
istence of Christ. . The charge is based
upon my statement that the declaration of
Christ—‘“ Thy word is truth” (Jno. xvii
17)—embraces the Old Testament Scrip-
tures. If they do, it is argued, Christ must
have been in exi-tence when those Scrip-
tures were given, for he says in ver. 14
““1 have given to them thy word.” The
fallacy in this reasoning lies in the narrow
application of Christ’s words.” When he
says, ‘“ Thy word is truth,” there is no
ground whatever for limiting the state-
ment to that portion of God’s word. which
had been received by the Son and given
to his brethren. It is a general declara-
tion applicable to the word of God,
whether spoken or written, past, present,

,or to come. . So likewise with the Psalm-

ist’s statement concerning the .magnified
word. F
The argument which measures the in-
fallibilty of the written Word of God by the
infallibility of the personal word is rejected
as defective, because it is analogical. 'On

‘this principle, much that is in the Bible

would be described as unsatisfactory, for
it contains no small amount of analogical
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evidence. Thus, when Paul says, ¢ know
ye not that ye are the temple of God ”.
(x Cor. iii. 16), he states, in effect, that
the Church of Christ is the antitype of the
Mosaic tabernacle, and therefore contains
similar characteristics,. ~ The Book of
Revelation is full of such kind of evidence.
When Christ wished to confound the
Sadducees, he did so by inferential
reasoning, a  process which some
would describe as being as defective as
the analogical. ‘¢ When Moses calleth the
Lord the God of Abraham, and the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,” he gave
proof of the resurrection of the dead
{Luke xx. 37). The lesson to be learned
from this incident is, that we are not
justified in rejecting an argument on
Scriptural evidence simply because it does
not conform to a standard of our own.
The question to be determined is simply
this, Does the evidence warrant the con-
clusion drawn? If it does, we can only
reject it at the cost of refusing the light.

In attributing to the personal word of
God the qualities of the written word, I
have been accused of imputing evil to
Christ, The charge is based upon miscon-
ception. The written word certainly con-
tains a record of evil actions, but only for
the purpose of exposing them. In like
manner Christ, as judge, will describe
misdeeds,- but only to condemn them.
The principles of the written word, which
have been embodied in the personal word
are divine principles, and comprise love,
mercy, justice, wisdom, righteousness,
incorruptibility and infallibility.

Doubt has been expressed as to the Ark
typifying Christ—a circumstance which

illustrates the danger of taking up an un- |

" sound position, I venture to say that but

for the exigencies of the present contro-
versy, such a doubt would not have been
published.  Since the completion of Eureka
I have never heard it even mooted.
Are those who entertain the doubt
prepared to give a definition of the Ark of
the Covenant different from that which is
set forth in the following pages :—ZEureka,
Vol. IIL, pp. 360, §36, and 732-37 In
these passages, Dr. Thomas clearly shows
that the anti-typical ark, in the opened
nave, is Deity manifested by Spirit in Jesus
and his brethren. He first identifies the
Ark of the Covenant with the occupant of
the throne seen through the door opened
in the heaven (Rev. iv. 1-2), even the Son
of the Deity, and upon this basis applies
the ark, when seen, to the whole of the
glorified Sons of God. While the ark is -
unseen, it symbolises only him who is
within the veil (Heb. x. 20) ; but when it
is ““seen in the nave” (Rev. xi. 19), it
will comprise all who have been con-
formed to the body of Christ’s glory
(Phil. iii. 21). To doubt or deny that the
ark typifies Christ is to raise a barrier to
his Dbrethren becoming part thereof; for
without him they can *‘ do nothing ” (Jno.
xv. 5) and be nothing. What Christ is,
they will be, excepting in rank (Eph. i. 22),

Longing for the complete *‘ casting down
of imaginations’ (or reasonings, margin),
and every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God,” and the
“‘bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. x. §), who is
““The Word of God” (Rev. xix. 13).

T am, His servant and brother,
J. J. ANDREW.

A NEw NO-SECT SECT—IMPRACTIC-
ABLE.—We read of a new sect which hopes
to escape being a sect. It is called “ The
Christian Kingdom ” Society. ~We are
told it is a *‘union of those who are anxious
to put the Christian spirit into_daily life.
The membership has no dogmatic basis ;
there is no fixed subscription ; and as there
are to be neither special meeting halls nor
lectureships, the promoters hope to
escape from the founding of another sect.”
An honest idea, doubtless on their part;
they wish the sweets of communion without
the bitters of belligerency in an evil
world. But it is bound to be a failure.

Their enterprise will either dissolve like
spring snow before the sun, or crystallize
into the rigidities of a sect. There is no
objection to a sect, provided it is- a right
one, Christ’s friends are necessarily a sect-
~—all for. him and against the evil.  As for
‘¢ dogmatic basis,” it is inevitable. They
would have no cohesive power but for thedog-
matic authority of God in him. Any
attempt to attenuate the force of this must
lead to demoralizing compromuse. Till
Christ come, the world must witness endless
endeavours to realise an impossible ideal
apart from his manifested presence.—EDI-
TOR Christaaelphiar.
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THE QUEEN'S JUBILEE.

Can it be true, that next to this,
The year that’s comine round

Will bring with it the jubilee
Of Queen Victoria erowned ?

How unperceived the years roll by,
How little we discern

The time that’s bringing great-events
Will never more return.

I sometimes wonder if our Queen
‘Will live until the day,

When mortal kings and potentates
Must all of them give way.

To Christ the Lord’s anointed one
Who comes to take the crown,
Of universal monarchy,
And put all others down.

Be wise now thersfore, O ye kings,
Ye counsellors give ear,

And do not stifle Wisdom’s cry,
Or be afraid to fear.

For none can stay his hand at all,
Orsay ‘“ What doest Thou ?"’

Then listen to instruction’s voice
True Wisdom wurges now.

We do not seem to feel afraid
For our illustrious Queen,

But think she’ll gladly yield the reins
‘To one she has not seen.

And there are those not having seen,
But yet who love Him so,

That to behold his glorious face
They all things else forego.

For He will bring so much of good
To all who Him obey ;

And every evil they have known.
For ever put away.

His is the great prerogative,
Unending life to give,

By raising up his sleeping friends-
And changing those who live.

The Euglish race are greatly blessed.
In having such a head,

The living get ker benefits,
Ske cannot help the dead.

Emianuel come and let our Queen: -
A -Queen of Sheba be, :
To visit aad to recognise
And all thy wisdom see.

And soon this weary world shall put-
Its idols all away,

And call upon the moles and bats
To hasten their decay.

And everywhere good will abound,
From strife and envy free,
And all with one consent shall keep
The real Jubilee.
v.C.

An attack upon the Jews was made
lately in the small town of Targovitza
(district of Uman, Russia), during the
holding of the fortnightly market. A
number of stalls kept by Jews, together
with their contents, were destroyed by
the mob.

THE JEWISH POoPULATION IN RUSSIA.—
*“In the towns and villages of the sixteen
Governments and the three prefectures of
the Jewish area of settlement in Russia,
there were in 1884, according to the newly
published statements of the Central Sta-
tistical Committee, out of a population of
25,481,856 souls, 2,930,639 Jews, about
one-tenth of the whole. In many places
the Jews congregate to such an extent
that they form no less than 80 per cent.

of the entire population, This is the
case chiefly in the Governments which.
formerly belonged to Poland, and which
since the last Polish revolution are the
poorest provinces in the Empire. Poor
trom a material point of view, and steeped
in the utmost ignorance, these districts.
offer no scope for the activity of the Jews
who alone form the industrial and com-
mercial classes. More than 50 per cent.
of the Jews are handicraftsmen, the rest
are factors, petty traders, commission.
agents, merchants, money lenders, dealers
in spirituous liquors, day labourers, &ec.
But in every branch of industry and com-.
merce the supply far exceeds the demand,
with the result that through the immense
competition which prevails, prices are-
very low.” —Jewish Chronicle.
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THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND PARTIAL INSPIRATION.

SUNDRY LETTERS,

( Continued from page 557 ).

The Editor’s letter, which appeared last
month, was not acceptable to the
paper that published the sermon. A few
days after we had forwarded the MS., the
followirg letter came to hand :—

Bradford, Nov. 3, 1284.

DEar Sir,—I have had forwarded to
me for publication in the Keighley News
a Jong letter, in reference to a sermon by
the Rev. E. Pringle reported in that
paper, written by yourself. Your name.
is unknown to me, and I have no reason
to suppose from a perusal of your letter
that it is familiar to the readers of the
Keighley News. . As there is nothing
strikingly new or original in the letter,
and as it is of great length, I do not feel
justified in occupying valunable space by
ingerting it. The views which it sets
forth are in no need of newspaper ad-
vocacy, for unfortunately for real Cheisti-
anity, they are preached from the pulpits
of the vast majority of pulpits to-day.

1 am gorry to appear as 1f I wished to
exclude letters from disputants who hold
viewa: differing from those, held by Mr.
Pringle.. That I do .not do so you will .
see from next Saturday’s Keighley News,

 which will contain a long letter from Dr.
Hayman, another literalist, whose posi-
tion is ene of some eminence, and who is
well-known in Keighley.

I adopt the unusual course of writing
this explanation of why your letter will
not appear because you may not see the
News regularly, and might not observe a
‘“ notice to correspuondents” in the usual
column, —Yours truly, ARTHUR R. BYLEs,

Editor Keighley News.

To this we sent the following answer :
Birmingham, 4th November, 1886.

Mz. Byres, Drar Sir,—I thank you
for the courtesy of a direct explanation of
the non.acceptance of my letter, I recog-
nise your absolute editorial right to refuse
it a place. If I cannot regard your reason
as satisfactory, it is becaunse, 1. Yon must,
like .other papers, publish letters many a
time from people whose names are un-

known till they appear. 2. My name is’
known to many in Keighley. 3. The
publication of so strong an attack upon
the Bible as that of Mr. Pringle’s sermon,
carries with it in the case of a public
newspaper, a quasi obligation to let the
other side be leard.

But I ought not argue with you as to
the exsrcise of a prerogative. I would not
have presumed to do so had you not given
a reason.—Faithfully yours,

RoBrrT ROBERTS.

The Editor of the Keighley News, in
proof of his willingness to give the other
side a hearing, refers to a coming letter by
De. Haymawn. .The letter has since
appeared, and has been sent to us. = No
wonder the editor felt himself able to insert
it. We append it that our readers may see
how daintily even the professed defenders
of the Bible stand up for God in this
‘“ crooked and perverse generation.” So
far as the letter tends to establish the
divinity of the Bible, its publication may -
not be a useless oceupation’ of space ; but
it principally shows the mildness of the
friendship of men for _things divine.
What friend would thank us to fight his-.
battle in such a mincing style? How un-
acceptable it must be to God, who claims,
the heartiest friendship, the most zealous
allegiance. The man who was honoured
by exemption from the fate of mortal men,
was one who could say: ‘‘I have been
very zealous {or the Lord of Hests,” Every
man of clear reason and faithful heart must
needs feel as Elijah did: Here is the
letter : — .

MOSAIC AUTHORSHIP AND KINDRED
SUBJECTS.

T'o the Editor of the ¢ Keighley News.”

S1r,—A friend has drawn my attention
to the Rev. - E. Pringle’s address on the
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Bib'e, reported in your columns of Oct.
23rd, F have so often been welcomed
with kindly reception at Keighley, when
speaking upon kindred topics, that I
would gladly do anything I could to ease
the difficulties which any of your readers
may feel on the most momentous subjects
of our common faith, although the time
at my disposal prevents me from touching
at present more than one or two of the
poiuts raised in the able address refesrred
to above, -

-L T read in the report, ¢ The Five
‘Books of Moses (so called) have nothing
to prove their authorship, and nothing
is certainly known of it.” I believe
it is impossible that anything shouid
be certainly known, in the sense of
absolute certainty, of any ancient writings
We can, apart from inspiration and the
voice of the Church, only rise towards
that certainty by the gradual steps of
human evidence, internal and external, I
can only briefly notice each in turn. 1,
Internal : In Exodus xvii, 14, Moses is
told, *¢Write this for a memorial in @
book.” 8o our versions; but the true
rendering is ‘in ¢ke book,” meaning un-
doubtedly the definite book of record
which was being kept for such purposes,
by and with the chief authority, i.e., that
of Moses himself, The treatment of the
Hebrew article was a weak point with our
Authorised Version, The revisers have
neglected to fortify it—a mark of unfaith-
fuiness to the original which seriousi
impairs the value of their work.
could give many other instances if 1
were pot writing at a distance from
Hebrew Bibles and worke of reference.
I will only add that in Exodus ii. 185,
“o -well” should be ““the well ;” in 1
Kings xix. 9, ‘‘a cave” should be
“‘the cave ;” in Isaiah vii. 14, “a virgin”
should be “‘the virgin,” as the same text
quoted by St. Matthew i. 23, is in the Re-
vised Version rightly rendered, thus
-showing the Old Testament and New Tes-
tament in exact accordance. But if there
was & hook of record kept by Moses’s
authority during his life, that covers the
outline of facts and legislation so far as
it was Mosaic, from an early chapter of
Exodus to well-nigh the close of Deuter-
onomy. This record, we may say, formed
the nucleus of the Pentateuch, which
torms the primary stratun of the Old
Testament. Further, when our Lord says

Moses *“ He wrote of me” (John v. 43),

this fact, coupled with our knowledge of
the Jewish sacred books, as being then
the same as now, seems to place the fact
of their Mosaic authorship beyond doubt
for all who regard His authority as
sufficient. This topic, although internal
qua the Bible as a -whole, is external so
far as Moses is concerned. But further,
the minute detail here and there of
many incidents, and the perfectly natural
setting and surroundings of all stamp
the record of events in the narrative as
from au autoptic author. That author
must have been familiar with the land of
Lower Egypt and the Court of its
Pharach, but yet more, with the scenery,
topography, fauna, and flora of the
Deserts of the Wandering, especially the
Sinaitic. Now, taking ths record as a
mere human work sabstantially true, and
waiving for argument’s sake all claim of
inspiration, the result of the enslavement
would have been to make such edies-
tional gifts as the authorship shows the
rarest possible achievement for any con-
temporary Israelite except Moses himseif,
His was the unique experience of high
education, " desert banishment, popular
leadership, and extensive outlook from
that position, which alone covers the
whole areaof thisextensiveand varied view.
In him alone, of all the known or suppo-
sable human agents, the requirements of
the position of the author of the Mosaic
record are.met. The more you exelude
inspiration as a resource of authorship,
the nearer to a moral certainty does the
evidence mount up in favour of his being,
substantially and as regards responsibility,
the - author. . The amount of research
recently expended on Egyptology and all

‘kindred subjects, and the scientific results

thence accruing, only serve to bring the
force of this certainty to a clearer light.
There are here and there still, perhaps,
debatesble points, especially in topography.
But as the lines of evidence, once clouded
or confused, gradually clear themselves,
they seem all to converge in favour of more
completely establishing the marvellous
knowledge of detail and the apt and har-
monious local colouring which form the
most conclnsive test of the truth of a popu
lar tradition. :
-So far the internal evidence, from which
I pass to (2) external. The testimony of
Josephus, as embodying the unfaltering
Jewish tradition infavour of Mosaicanthor-
ship, is, although of course comparatively
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late, yet unimpeachable on any grounds of
-candid criticism. It is confirmed by the
incidental notices in the Jewish Philo, a
little earlier, and by those in the heathen
Tacitus a little later, and at many points
of Egyptian history as deducible from the
papyrus-rolls and the monuments, by the
ripest conclusions of modern scholarship
and archeology ; while some fifteen years
-ago the recovery of the Moabitish gtone,
although belonging to the period of the
Kings, yet throws a light backward on the
position and importance of Moab, and
adds a probability to the Mosaic record as
regards the relations of Israel at the
Exodus with that monarchy. DBut for us,
a8 Christians, the New Testament sets its
seal upon the Oid Testament, and fairly
and candidly understood, seems to bar the
possibility of any hallucination as regards
Mosaic authorship.

I1. On the Mosaic cosmogony and the
narrative of the fall I am unable to
-enter within my proposed limits of
space. I will only here notice that
from Origen to Jerome, and from
Jerome (to take a long leap) down to
8, T. Coleridge, there-has always been a
recognised school of interpretation, within
the limits of reputed orthodoxy, which
has seen in those narratives rather a
-spiritual adumbration of facts in the
relation of Nature and of man to God,
than the literal verity of those facts in
their actusl existence. But as regards
the patriarchal history which completes
our Book of Genesis, since tradition may
with great reason be presumed to be the
channel through which those facts were
preserved and descended, so of that
tradition no more fitting repository can
be imagined, in the Egyptian nursery-
stage of the sacred people, then such an
one &8s Moses was. His strong patriotic
‘sympathies, high - versonal and rare
-educational gifts, point him out as the one
-of all uniquely fitted to receive, preserve,
and perpetuate that tradition,

11}, There is only one more point with
which I will attempt to deal. Mr,
Pringle reminds us, ‘‘*When it is said
“ the Lord sent pestilence’ here and there,
'we have to remember that we are reading

very ancient documents, written at a time |

when every unaccountable event was
regarded as the immediate intervention
and sapernatural  action of God.” I
would rather say, the entire spirit of the
-sacred record refuses to draw any hard-and

fast line between the immediate and the
mediate, the supernatural and the natural.
‘“He caussth grass to grow upon the
mountains and green herb for the service
ot men,” is apparently as immediate an
agency as the sending of a pestilence. Qur
own knowledge of the natural enlarges
cycle by cycle ; and the more its margin
widens out the more indisposed, I think,
all reverent spirits will be to draw such a
line. The greater that increave of light
on Nature’s page, the greater our reason
to suspect that that distinction, always
involviug something of arbitrary assump-
tion, is relative.rather than absolute, and
bears reference to our imperfect grasp of
phenomena rather than to things as they
are in themselves.—I am, &c.,
Hengy Haymaw, D.D., Proctor, &ec.
P.S.—It will be seen that I have pur-
posely dwelt as little as possible on the
claims of Inspiration, in order to make
what I write useful to those who do not,
as well as to those who do, receive and ad-
mit those claims.

(O men, why play with God’s faets in
this style? Why not ‘go straight to the
heart of things? It seems as if the atmos-
phere of learning were fatal to the robust-
ness of native sense. Men bred in the
schools, seem to acquire a faculty ofconjur-
ing elegant idealisms, instead of getting at
the essence of truth. They spin beautiful
chains of verbal refinements which may
please the artistic sense of the reader, likea
fine fret work, a classic statue, or 4 musical
jingle, but which cannot impart convie-
tion, or create eertainty on the most im-

portant of questions.
Why go round about. this plain and

palpable matter of the Mosaic authorship
of the Pentateuch ¥ Did not Christ rise ¢
1f he did, what more do we want than his
statement ‘‘MOSES WROTE?” BN
(Jno. v. 46.) ¢ His writings”? (47.)
“They have Moses and the prophets’
(Luke xvi.29) ¢ Why mystify and weaken
the subject by reference to ‘¢ Egyptological
research,” and the literary probabilities of
the times of the Exodus? Why quote
¢ the heathen Tacitus” and *‘ the Jewish
Philo,” when the divine Christ is avail-
able ?
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~ Have not the Jews had Moses in their
hands from the beginning? Is not the
testimony of a nation in an unbroken line
of a hundred generations absolutely con-
clusive, even if we had not the decisive
voice of the Son of God? Why so much
weak learning when a little strong com-
mon sense is all that is wauted 2
I the argument on the Mosaic author-
ship is mild, what are we to say to the
remarks on the ‘‘ Mosaic cosmogony and
the narrative of the fall?”
practical surrender to the hands of the foe.
Instead of a bold acceptance of what Moses
tells us, we have an approving reference
to the men who deny ¢ the literal verity
of those facts in their actual existence,”
and who substitute a speculation of their
own, to the effect that they are ‘‘an
adumbration of facts in the relation of
nature and man to God ! If Moses tells
us as facts things which are not facts, it
matters little whether he wrote the Penta-
teuch or not. And if Moses can fall
thus, Paul falls with him, for Paul en-
dorses ‘‘the narrative of the fall” as a
thing of *‘literal verity ” of * facts in
their actnal existence.” If Paulcan con-
found an allegorical myth with facts of mo-
mentous verity, Paul’s value to us is gone.
No wender the Editor found it easy to
insert Dr. Hayman’s letter,
. Then there is the remark that ‘‘the

saered record refuses to draw a Hard-and-

fast line between the supet-natural and the
natural,” What a chapter of mischief
there is 1n this. It is intended asa de
fence of the Bible against Mr, Pringle.
Logically it involves its betrayal. Mr.
Pringle -had said’ that when the Bible
says '* The Lord sent a pestilence,” we
are to understand a misunderstanding of
nature due to the superstition of the times,
Dr. Hayman says, ‘“Oh, no: the Bible
says, ‘He maketh the grass to grow upon
the mountaivs,” and therefore the Spirit:
of the Bible attributes all to God, and re.
fuses to draw the line between what God
does and what God does not do.

They are a -

What |

does this mean, but that the Bible is
valueless as a guide in discriminating be-
tween what is divine and what is human
what is spiritual and what is natural: what
is true and what is false. Dr. Hayman’s
position is not according to truth on this.
point. While in the largest sense, the
Bibleteaches that all things are of God (ir
the sense that he made and sustains heaven
and earth), it is also true that it recognises
the arena of established creation as a plat-
form on which there are things He does not
do,and things that He does, by what might
be called a supplementary volition.
Examples of the former :—*‘ They shall
surely gather together, but not by A%
(Isa.liv.15.) “‘Time and chance happeneth

unto all” (Ece. ix. 11). ‘I have not sent
them” (Jer. xxiii. 21). -** The Lord is not,
with them” {2 Chron. xxv. 7). Example'

of thé latter :—** This is the finger.of God™
(Bx. viil. 19). ¢ This thing is of me™

(1 Kings xii. 24). ‘‘There is wrath gone

out from the Lord: the plague is begun’™
(Num, xvi, 46). ‘* The Lord of Hosts hath
purposed : who shail disannul it” (Is.
xiv. 27). When therefore the Bible says,
“The Liord sent a pestilence” (2 Sam.
xxiv. 15), it means that a pestilence was.
sent that would not have come in the order
of nature if He had not sent it. It does.
not. mean that a pestilence sprung up.
from natural causes, which the historian.
confounded with a divinely-sent pestilence,.
The affair was the subject of communica-
tion between God and David: ‘‘Thus
saith the Lord, I offer thee three things :
choose thee one of them that I may do it
unto thee.” Pestilence was one of the
three, aud David chose this: and *‘ the.
Lord sent” what David chose. When
the writer said ‘‘the Lord sent it,” he
meant it. It is a gloss of Mr. Pringle’s.
to say that his superstition made him
attribute natural® pestilence to a divine
volition. Mr, Pringle, doubtless, chooses.
tp .reject .the narrative which ssts forth
a specific. offer and a direct volition of
God, ‘This is agreeable to his theory
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‘“that che Bible is not alt mspired : not
-all true.” But is Dr. Hayman much

better? 1de says the Bible does not draw |

the line between what God does and Wwhat
*God does not do. In effect, he says
there is no such line, Where are we
then ? In the presence of dreadful
‘nature just as it is, amusing and
deceiving ourselves with words and
phrases that only confuse thought, and

take away all foundation for faith, hope,
or action. - The'leaders of the people cause
them to err. The situation is hopeless
but for a few. When God makes his
promised interference, all will learn and
come from the ends of the earth, as the
prophet says (Jer. xvi. 19) and say,
““Traly our fathers have inherited lies,
vanity, and things wherein there is no
profit "—EDITOR.

ParTIAL INSPIRATION ACROSS THE
-ATLANTIC.—At a Midsummer Conference
-of ‘'students of Colleges held in July at
Mount Hermon, Mass., a Dr. Brooks pro-
-duced a great sensation by contending for
the complete inspiration of the Bible,

" contrary to the opinions of the majority
ot the delegates in attendance. He said
—¢ the theory now so popular (that the
words of the scripture are not inspired)
had bzen invented to account for supposed
+errors in the Bible. But see where this
led. If the words may be disbelieved,
gentences or passages or whole sections
may be rejected. A man having a particle
of "logic or cousistency holding partial
inspiration will, sooner or later, deny ia-
sgpiration altogsthet. It's a marvellous fact
that those very passages that men are most
«apt to bslieve uuinspired are the ones
which have received the sanction of Je~us
Christ ‘himself in the New Testament.
He makes reference to Lot’s wife, who was
turned to a pillar of salt ; to the destruc-
tion from heaven of Sodom aud Grm-
morrah, to Jonah and the whale. It's
nonsense to say, ‘I believe Christ but not
those things.” No man witha thimble‘ul
of brains will do it; he’s too small to
talk with.’

At a later meeting, the same speaker
said -: ‘I have been thinking about your
destiny, young men. I believe thingsare
ﬁ‘etting worse and worse in the church,
The outside powers of darkness, rational-
ism, materialism, indifferentism, yes, and
infidelity are creeping in, If I could see
you, young men, permeated with this
‘thought of the verbal inspiration of the
‘scripture, I should have more hope of the
ifuture. When a man throws away the
words, the doctrines follow. Several young
men came to me yesterday and said they
-didn’t see the need of verbal inspiration, I
love & manly fellow who says right out
what he thinks. But I told them it wasn’t
the point whether they saw the need of it

or not. You are not asked to see the
need of it, but to bslieve the truth.
Some one asked me how I accounted for the
difference of style in different parts of the
Bible. You go out to the ocean and see
waves of green and blue and white ; its
the samne ocean ; how do you account for
the difforence of style? A grand organ
will speak forth from its hundreds of pipes
at the same master hand ; you hear the
whispering of the breeze and the singing
of the birds in them ; it’s the same organ,
but can you aceount for the difference of-
style? Yesterday, we proved conclusively
that Moses aud David spoke words that
had been inspired by God. Not only that,
but so has every prophet from Isaiah to
Malachi spoken. Throughout the Old
Testament, the expressions, ‘‘Tnussaith
the Lord,” ¢ The ,Lord spake,” and
other dire:t declarations of his in-
spiration  of words appears. 1904
tunes, Were those old people of God mis.
taken? Dr. Brooks gave Bible references
to many instancés where men were in-
spired to utter words they didn’t under-
stand, or were unwiiling to speak ; the

-wost powerful illustration of the poing

was taken from 1 Kings, xiii, where the
““ man of Gyd ™ had been charged by God
to accept no- hospitality, but was invited
to dinner by an old prophet, who, after
extending his hospttality to his guest,
was moved to pronounce the doym of
death upon him for disobedience. As we
come to the new inspiration, continued
D:. Brooks, I needsaynothingelsethanthat
these sre the words of Jesus. If you ean’t
believe them as such, young men, give up
your fiith ! give up your farth, I'say, and
pass on to judgment and hell ! I'm tired
to death at hearing these poor worms of
the dust sit in judgment on their Lord
and Master Jesus Christ!” Dr, Brooks
thun lered out these words with an ems"
phasis that thrilled every hearer through
and through.’—Admerican Paper .
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With this number, we enter upon a new
year and a new volume. We thankfully
acknowledge an unexpected amount of
support for the coming year,accompanied,
during the past month, by many encourag-
ing remarks on the course we have felt
called upon to pursue,—during the last two
years more particularly. It was a course
of greater peril to us than any of our
readers can ever know.  Being the course
of faithfulness incumbent. on every one
appreciating the trust created by the re-
reception and understanding of the oracles
of God, it was a course to be persisted in
at the sacrifice of the approbation that is
sweet to all men, and at the cost of life
itself—(no empty allusion though it may
appear so to some). At the same
time, it is pleasant beyond measure to
have the cordial concurrence of such a
multitude as have expressed themselves
within the last four weeks.  If we neither
publish nor acknowledge the letters, it is
because it is impossible for reasons that will
be obvious to the discerning. Let none
imagine from our private silence that we
are insensible to their sympathy.

If the Lord work with us in the way
that seems desirable, we shall hope by and
bye to effect various improvements in the
conduct of the Christadslp’ian, and in the
general literary service of the truth. ~ We
have for years had ideas that restricted
means have made it impossible to carry
out. We are not, nor have been distressed
on this account.  The policy - of simply
aiming-at the duty of the hour,as measured
by its possibilities, enables a man to
get along with comparative tranquility in all
circymstances.  Still, it is permitted to us
to have an eye for the future, and to foster

enterprising ideas in the service to which
we have been called. Not that great things.
are possible in the present situdtion. but
opportunity grows larger with faithful use.
Men are enterprising in business; it is per-
mitted to be enterprising for God, though
““cant” may be ingrained in the very
notion with such as have not been enabled
to attain a sense of His reality and of alk
his affairs, Our opportunity will not be
for long. The terrible aspect of the politi-
cal sky (as indicated in the matter to be
found furthur on) is cheeringly indicative
of the approaching stormy close of the
times of the Gentiles. The ‘day and the -
hour ? of the finish are not revealed, but
the era distinctly is, and as distinctly, we
are in it. A few years this way or that
are nothing in the great programme of Him
with whom ‘‘a thousand years are as one
day.” The satisfaction is to see the pro-
gramme nearing its close. It is ours to
work while it is called to-day, and to let
nothing ensnare us in the danger of being
found asleep when *‘‘the Lord of those
servants cometh.”

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

THE BULGARIAN COMPLICATION.

EUROPEAN COMBINATION AGAINST
) RUSSIA.

RUSSIAN ALLIES AND AIMS.

A FRIGHTFUL STORM BREWING.

The Bulgarian question is no nearer
settlement. The prince elected by the

. Bulgarians—Waldemar, of Denmark—de-

clines the position ; and Russia insists on
Prince Mingrelia, of the Caueasus, who is
a colonel in the Russian army—40 years of ,
age, educated at Paris, distinguished hin-
self in the Russo-Turkish war, and reported
to be *“a brilliant and accomplished gen-
tleman.” - The Bulgarians will have none
of him, and there is a deadlock. General
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Kaulbars, the official sent by Russia to
stir up commotion in the principality, has
departed without succeeding in his mission.
At his departure, he ostentatiously with-
drew all Russian officials from the country,
and gave it to be understood that his depar-
ture was a serious affair for Bulgaria. On his
way home, he called on the Sultan be-
tween whom and the Russian Czar a plea-
sant understanding appears to exist,for since
the departure of Kaulbars, the Turkish
representative in Bulgaria—one Gadban
Effendi—has been following out the same
line of conduct—denying the legality of the
Sobranje, insisting upon the resignation of
the Regents, and generally drum-majoring
the authorities in a high-handed way.

ANTI-RUSSIAN COMBINATIONS.

The question is, What next? Kaulbars,
on arriving at St. Petersburg, was received
by the Czar with open arms. Kaulbars
counsels a Russian occupation of Bulgaria.
But there are difficulties in the way. A
deputation from Bulgaria is going the round
of the Furopean Courts, entreating their
support in their perfectly legal endeavour
to “carry out the stipulations of the Berlin
Treaty'; and it appears to be understood
that an understanding in their favour has
been arrived at between England, Austria,
Italy, and most of the Slav States. The
London correspondent of the New York
Times says:—° At last the Russian bear
realizes the existence of a trap in his path,
about which I wrote you months ago. He
draws back a paw and hesitates. The
question hangs trembling in the balance
for the moment, whether he will retreat or
rush into ambush with a resolve to crush
the hunters in a mighty embrace or at least
to die game.” A Government regulated by
ordinary considerations of reason, and
standing alone in the face of such a com-
bination, would draw back, but Russia is
neither swayed by reason nor standing
alone. Her government is in the hands of
aCzar who appears to be unusually incalcul-
able. The correspondent already quoted
says of him :—

““The turn of a card in baccarat is not
more uncertain and impossible to foresee
than the decision of this moody, whimsical
autocrat. Any ordinary ruler responsible
for the existence of a dynasty, to say noth-
ing of the welfare of a country, would turn
back before such a tremendous coalition of
armed powers as is now revealed stretch-
ingacross Russia’s path ; but Russia is not an
ordipary nation and the Czar is very far
from being an ordinary sovereign. In the
debates before the Austrian delegation at:
Pesth on Thursday, Deputy Demel declared
that the Czar was as insane as Ludwig of
Bavaria, and a million times more danger--
ous, and, though the official reports sup-.
press the remark, I am assured that it was.
received with applause in the delegation.
In fact, this view of the Czar’s mental con-
ditionis becoming general in political circles.
all over Europe. Hence the difficulty of
guessing whether Russia will draw back or-
plunge forward.”

RUSSIA NOT ALONE.

Then Russia is not alone. In additiom
to France, Turkey herself ‘(strange to say}
appears to have thrown herself into the-
arms of Russia. There are several sub-.
stantial inducements that Russia can offer..
The Russian object would of course be to:
get Turkey more and more into her power..
She is offering her a part of the enlarged
Bulgaria, and money it appears is a
consideration. One correspondent says :

¢¢ I wrote you some weeks ago that the
Sultan and his surroundings were in the
pay of Russia. All the events which have
since happened confirm this view. My
statement was founded on a conversation.
with an Austrian, who is intimately ac--
quainted with most of the Embassies in
London. I interrogated my German-
friend this evening upon that subject, and'
he fully confirmed the information. - He-
assured me that if it were not for Russian
gold the Sultan might at this moment be-
“in want of even food, so desperate is the:
state of his finances. One of the chief’
reasons for this state of bankruptcy is the-
' enormous expense entailed in the mainten--
‘ance of so many harems. Every one of
the rulers of Turkey has left behind him a
-certain number of wives, and it is a sacred
duty on the part of the existing ruler to see-
that none of these unfortunate women want
for anything. Then these women do not



82 EDITORIAL.

Che Christadelphian,,
Jan. 1, 1887. -

live in community as is generally supposed.
Each has her own household, and so the
.expenses mount up.
““I was anxious to learn how it was that
" Russia, whose own finances are in so de-
.crepit a state, was able to spare money for
bribing another  Sovereign and country.
The answer of my friend, who has been a
Jong time in Constantinople, was that
Russia could always find money for opera-
tions in Turkey. It has only to draw
Jipon the Slav communities, who, in their
turn, need but appeal to the priests, for
.the priests are always able to collect money
from their congregations for the holy pur-
pose of placing the Cross above the Cres-
cent of St. Sophia.

JENORMOUS MILITARY PREPARATIOQNS,

The possibility of Russia being supported
yboth by France and Turkey fills politicians
with great anxiety; and increases the
.universal tendency towards those enor:
mous military preparations which are
the despair of natural thinkers, and the
joy of the siints to whom they are
one of many loud tokens of the Lord’s
.approach. On this point, the last month
Jhas Dbeen one of special momentous-
ness. The German Emperor, in a
speech from the throne, has, during
.that time, -demanded . an increase of
40,000 men in the *‘ peace establishment ”
(?) of the German army. This requires in-
.creased taxation. The Parliament were
.unwilling, and the German General Moltke
was put forward in support of the demand.
His words have produced a deep and pain-
ful impression.  As the Stantars remarks,
when ¢ a man who speaks so seldom as the
_great German soldier, has none but words
of weight for his countrymen whenever he
breaks silence ; and every sentence uttered
by him on the new Army Bill will be
_scanned and scratinised with the utmost
.care by all persons who take an intelligent
interest in the general march of European
.affairs.” What were his words?
The Daily News Berlin correspondent
says i—
tk It was an impressive moment when
,the aged Field-Marshal, leaning against the
.table of the House, began speaking, while

members crowded closely around him,
listening with intense interest. Iiis voice
was low and. indistinct at the beginning,
but gradually attained complete clearness.
¢ All' Europe,’ said the great strategist,
‘ bristles with arms, Whether we turn to
the right or left. we find neighbours who
have little affection for us. These circum-
stances press with absolute necessity to-
wards an early decision, and that is the
reason why the Government has demanded
the reinforcement of the army before the
expiration of the Septennate.” After de-
claring that Germany’s military prepara-
tions are far outstripped by those of her
neighbours, Marshal von Moltke continued :
* We have been advised to effect a recon-
ciliation with France. That would indeed
be a great blessing for both nations and a
guarantee for the peace of Europe ; but if
it does not take place whose fault is it?
So long as public opinion in France makes
an impetuous and unconditional demand
for the restitution of our western provinces,
and while we are firmly resolved never to
deliver them up again’—(great applause
from all parts of the House)—* agreement
with France remains impossible. An
Austrian alliance has been referred to, and
I regard it as extremely valuable; but I
must. confess that it is not advisable even
in common life to depend on foreign assist-
ance. A great State exists only by its own
power.” (Applause.) After then, entering
into the technical details of the Bill, and
expressing his disapproval of the proposed
reduction of military service time, Count
von Moltke continued: ¢ This demand is
made on the country in order to secure the
prolongation of peace in Europe if it be
possible.””

The Tinces remarks—*¢ It is needless to
attempt to define the form in which appre-
hended dangers may be expected to emerge.
It is sufficient at present to note the poli-
tical and military reasons for watchfulness
which are patent to all the world. The
condition of Europe is one of extreme
tension and of visible instability. Inadding
to her army, Germany only follows a
movement which is going on around her.
Europe, already armed to the teeth, seems
bent upon increasing preparations for a
tremendous struggle, and these exaggerated
preparations themselves go far to render
the struggle inevitable. The movements
of Russia are incalculable for more reasons
than one; but there is no doubt whatever
that she is making extensive preparations,
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both naval and military, which are cer-
tainly not prompted by any fear of attack.
French Governments proclaim a policy of
peace, but their acts do not agree with their
words.  Germany, England, and Italy
have all alike given ample and continuous
proof of a desire’ to live at peace with the
world, yet all these have to pay a heavy
tax for permission to dwell in safety within
their own borders. That condition of
painful and exhausting tension cannot
endure indefinitely. We may not be able
to conjecture how or where the storm will
Durst, but burst it must and will, unless other
meaus are found, and thatshortly, to relieve
Europe of apprehension, and to set free the
energies of her peoples for the tasks of
peace and progress.”

.FRIGHTFULCONVULSION INEVITABLE.

Papers of all shades comment gloomily
on the sitnation. They foresee but one
issue—war on a prodigious scale.

The Daily News remarks—“It is im-
possible not to lament the evil fate which
seems to be impelling all the European
nations along the road to ruin, but so long
as France and Russia go on increasing
their armies, it is hardly possible that
Germany and Austria should reduce their
military expenditure. The old motto that
preparation for war is the best preservatiye
of peace needs to be revised. It was true
when Rome was mistress of the world, and
her preparedness kept the subject nations
in awe; but when three or four great

and France is inevitable,

peoples, of nearly equal strength, go on
piling up their preparations, they make a
frightful convulsion inevitable.”

“The Standard remarks that after Count
von Moltke’s recent speech, one is forced
to conclude that the statesmen and soldiers
of Germany are distinctly of opinion that
another. conflict between the Fatherland
That is a very
dangerous conviction for the interests of
peace. What renders it yet more preg-
nant with peril is the obvious repugnance
with which the rulers of Germany con-
template any addition to their financial
burdens. Germany is beginning to feel
wronged by the ever-growing weight of
taxation imposed on it by the determina-
tion of France either to recover Alsace
and Lorraine by force, or to tire Germany
out by the extravagance of its own ex-
penditure.” .

- —_

A frightful storm is brewing. It s
impossible to foresee the form or result
of its outburst (because such details have
not been revealed). But if France and
Germany enter upon a death struggle, and
Russia attack Austria, with the support
of Turkey, and opposed by Italy and
England, it is manifest that something
like a universal convulsion will ensue, out
of which the Eastern and other European
questions must emerge in greatly altered
form.

THE BIBLE wersius JOHN BRIGHT.——
John Bright, an excellent natural man, is
one of the peace and safety prophets of the
present evil world. Here is the latest
illustration. God has decreed enmity be-
tween Russia and England : and common-
sense politicians feel that it exists : but
John Bright writes :—“‘1 believe all our
fears and jealousy of Russia are misplaced.
Russia has not made war uponus. England
made the Crimean war, which cost Russia
some hundreds of thousands of lives.
Russia, in my opinion, has no dream of
invading India, and our fear of her arises
from our position as conguerors in our
Indian Empire. We seize and annex
Burmah, and we menace Russia if she
approaches  Afghanistan.  We  deny
Russia the right of entering the Mediter-

ranean from the Black Sea, apd we
treat her as an enemy to be always sus-
pected and guarded against.  That Russia
should, in some degree, retaliae, is not
unlikely or unnatural. There is no other
country in Europe that would be more
friendly with us than Russia would be if
England would be friendly with Russia,
I wish millions of our people would con-
sider this great question. It might save
much to them and their children.” ¢ If”
and  “might” are prominent in Mr,
Bright’s letter.  They are absent from the
divine forecast. In spite of soothing
words, Russia will move steadily down
and down till the British lion, unable to
stand it any longer, springs at the throat
of the Bear, and engages it in a death
struggle that will only be terminated by
Christ’s intervention.—ED. C.
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¢ They shall make /cr.wwn unto you all things which are done here” (Col. iv. 9.)

Our Next TrA Meemine,—Tuesday, Feb., 22nd
(brethren and sisters only) : tea at 5.80 ; conver-
sazione, 6 80 ; public meeting, 7.80; close 9.80.

THE EDITOR’S APPOINTMENTS FOR JANUARY,.—
2nd, Swansea; 9th, Birmingham ; 16th, Warring-
ton ; 28rd, Binmingham ; 80th, Stockport.

SUNDAY SCHOOL.

Jahuary 2nd, Dan, xi. 39-45, and xii,—Subject
for proof: “ Jerusalem to become the chief city of
the world.”—9th, Esther I.—Subject for proof:
$The Jews, God’s chosen people.”—16th, Esther
IL—S8ubject for proof: *“God was Israel’s king
when they were formed into a mnation.’—28rd,
Eether ILI. and IV.—Subject for proof: ¢ The
kingdom of Israel was the kingdom of God.)—
80th, Esther V, and VI.—Subject for proof : ** God

- gave law to the Jewish nation,”

BIRMINGHAM MISCELLANIES.

"Brother E. E. Morrall, junr., of Bridge-
north, has removed to Birmingham, where
he has obtained a situation in a merchant’s
office.

Sister Baker, after a stay of three weeks,
has removed to New Brighton, where she
‘has obtained employment as clerk to a
public laundry. '

A goodly number of immersions have
taken place during the.month, and the
attendance at the evening lectures has be-
. come specially good.

Brother Owler, of ‘London, has been a
visitor during the 1aonth, and is likely to
come to Birmingham once a month, in
connection with business arrangements,

Brother McConnell (lately released from
military service) has been a visitor during
the month. He lives In Wales, near
Abergavenny, and follows the occupation
of a tailor, )

Brother and sister Phillip Hall have
removed {rom Birmingham to Crewe.
“The pain and the loss to Birmingham are

counterpoised by the advantage the Crewe]

_brethren will receive,

Sister Osborne, of Tewkesbury, Lroke
bread with us on Sunday, December 5th.
She has the sympathy of the brethren in the
local isolation forced upon her by the
troubles that have afflicted us all for two
years, in connection with inspiration,

Our Jewish annual contribution took
place on the second Sunday in December.
It was rendered specially interesting through
the recent visit of Mr. Oliphant, who has
requested aid on hehalf of a new and
struggling colony ; amount realised, about

19.

* A tea meeting was held in the Nechells
district on Monday, November 29—the
first district tea meeting held in Nechells.
Brother Creed presided during the speak-
ing part of the programme. About 50
brethren and sisters were present, and a
pleasant and profitable evening was spent.

A week-night lecture was delivered by
brother Roberts in the Dudley Road
Board School (Winson Green),on Tuesday,
November 3oth. The subject was *¢ Hell,”
The lecture was arranged for by the
brethren of No. 10 District. There was a
large attendance, principally composed of
strangers.

On Thursday, November 25th, we had
an extra good attendance at the week-night
meeting, owing to an impression having
got abroad that Mr, Oliphant would be
present, and would speak. There was no
foundation whatever for the idea but his
presence in the town. The expectation
referred to, combined with other things to
create a special interest,

Mr. Oliphant returned to Birmingham
on Thursday, November 26, and sent for
the Editor of the Christadelphian the

#
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following morning. An account of the
interview will be found further on. It
may be mentioned here that his lady com-
panion, Mrs. Cuthbert (an intimate friend
of the late Mrs. Oliphant for several years
in the Holy, Land), accepted the two
volumes of Seasons of Camfsrt for leisure
reading when she should return to the
shadow of Carmiel.

A month or two back, brother Robert-
son’s visit to Birmingham was mentioned,
and his departure in the Umébria for New
York ; also the booking of brother J. T.
Irwin by the steamer, and his pleasing
wonderment at seeing brother Robertson’s
name in the register of passengers. Brother
Irwin having now returned, writes from
Haverton Hill, Durham: *‘My voyage to
America was rendered very pleasant by the
companionship of brother J. U. Robertson,
of Liverpool, whose congenial disposition
and knowledge of the truth did much
towards rendering the long hours of the
(boisterous) sea voyage agreeably.”

INTERVIEWS WITH MR.
OLIPHANT.

Mr. Laurence Oliphant arrived in Bir-
mingham on Thursday, November 26th.
Next morning, the Editor of the Christa-
delphian  received an intimation by
messenger that Mr Oliphant would be
pleased to see him at the Plough and
Harrow hotel, Hagley road, before half-
past 12, or, if that was not convenient, at
any other hour to be fixed on. The Editor
of the Christadelpliian went at once, and
found Mr. Oliphant in a parlour at the
house mentioned, with a lady friend (Mrs.
Cuthbert), who had been the companion
of himself and wife in the Holy Land for
several years.

The Plough and Harrow is a quiet and
unpretentious aristocratic hotel in one of
the pleasant suburbs of Birmingham. Mr.
Oliphant received the Editor of the C/rista-
delphian in a very cordial and homely
manner. Mr. Oliphant is not at all the
kind of man that newspaper gossip would
lead people to expect. He is far from
being the elegant fop of current impression,
He rather gives the idea of being careless
of personal appearance. Heis a plain and
sensible elderly gentleman, He is tall and
well proportioned.  His head is bald,
fringed with iron grey locks at the sides
and back, His forehead is well but not

obtrusively developed, and his eyes, though
not what you would call prominent, are
well forward and pleasingly set in well
filled sockets. He has a good nose of the
contemplative type. His mouth ample and
receding, giving a somewhat melancholy
andevenabstracted, airtoanotherwise prac-
tical face. He is not at all the ceremonial
individual whom we should expect to find
in a gentleman on visiting terms with the
Prince of Wales (with whom he had been
spending some time recently at Abergeldy
Castle). :
Conversation quickly commenced with

out ceremony or embarrassment. Mr.»

Oliphant said he did not like the climate
of England, physically or morally; but
especially morally, and that he hoped to
return to Palestine in January next, and to
spend the rest of his days 1here, with, per-

- haps, occasional visits to England. He felt

it was his duty to stay in Palestine. and to
look after the Jews: not that he had any
respect for them for what they are in them-
selves, On the contrary, he considered
them the most contemptible race -upon
earth ; but there was a necessity for the
colonisation and development of Palestine,
and he did not see who could be induced
to do it but the Jews. The Jews (many
of them) were not only willing, but, ready,
when the obstructions at present offered by
the Turkish Government were at an end.
He had in his desk the names of 10,000
tamilies who weredesirous of settlingin Pales-
tine. When he arrived in the country three
or four years ago, there were no c{ewish
Colonies ; now there were eight. One of
these had been founded and afterwards
rescued by the funds contributed by the
Christadelphian friends. These eight had
all been taken charge of by Rothschild,
and were certain to get along.  Another
was in process of formation, which he
should be glad for the Christadelphian
friends to help as they had done the other.
The Editor said that our annual contribu-
tion was coming on, and that he would
shortly be able to remit a further consider-
able sum, and also to send a sixth box of
clothing, which was slowly getting ready.
(Mr. Oliphant said the articles ought to te
of light—not heavy—fabric.) Mr. Oliphart
further said that when he settled at Car-
mel originally, he was looked upon with
great suspicion by the authorities of the
country. They regarded him as the pioneer
of an English protectorate. They could
not understand how an English lord (as
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they thought him) could leave his palace
in London (which they imagined he had),
and take up his abode in a solitary country
without some political object. But now
that feeling had settled down. The peorle
had changed their minds, and took him for
‘a religious man seeking a contemplative
seclusion under the shadow of Carmel. It
might be, however, that their original fears
might be veritied in some shape or other.
Helooked forward to great changes in the
Turkish Empire, inthe not far distant future,
and those changes could not fail to affect the
‘Holy Land. He did not expect the Holy
Land would De placed under a British
Protectorate exactly. There were too man
European interests at Jerusalem to admit
of the Powers sanctioning the ascendancy
of any. one government. What he thought
probable was, that the land would be neutra-
lised, and administered internationally.
When this happened, there would be a
wonderful revival. The land had splendid
resources, which only required security for
their development. They could not be
developed under Turkish law, which meant
uncertainty, delay, obstruction, and per-
petual backsheesh.  Under European
guarantee, there would be none of this, and
Palestine would rise with a rush  He was
persuaded the change would not be long in
coming. The Prince of Wales had asked
him, in [prospect of it, to undertake the
service of the British Government in those
arts. He had not consented to do so as
the holder of a diplomatic post; but had
promised to do all he could in his private
-capacity which a sense of duty would allow.
He was, in fact, the only man at present
who could render such a service. He was
the only resident Englishman in the
country holding land, and the only man
who knew the ways of the country.
Nothing could be done on an extensive
scale while Turkish authority existed in the
_country. It was not merely that the laws
were lax and dilatory ; but a systematic
policy of obstruction was observed in
reference to everything in the way of im-
provement.  The Turkish Government
. entertained an extreme jealousy of every-
thing bringing influence into the country
or likely to lead to nationality. The
authorities would confirm no sale, and
enforce no iortgage, to a stranger. A
stranger might lend his money, but natives
were not allowed to give security, Even
money as a present was not accepted from
strangers. The Baroness Burdett-Coutts

o

had recently offered £100,000 to introduce
a proper water supply into Jerusalem ; but
the offer was refused from the fear of the
influence which the money would carry
with it. He had no doubt, the time was
near when a change could not be averted.
The Eastern questionhad been smoulderin s
a long time, and he expected there would
soon be an outbreak, which would change
everything in the East. DPalestine would
come under the influence of England,
though he thought not under her direct
control ; for the reason already hinted at.
There would then be a rush of business to
develope the country. Capital would be
sure to come with security, and would be
certain to find a liberal harvest Business
required the cultivation of the land as its
basis. Mr. Oliphant invited the Editor to
pay him a visit at Mount Carmel. The
Editor said that, as a strong believer in the
prophets, he would like to see the land in
its desolation before the arrival of the glory
which was sure to come, At the same
time, he did not think the season was ripe
for him to accept the invitation He
could introduce to him a friend who had
long had practical ideas of what could be
done with Palestine products in the
English market. This gentleman was
desirous of an interview with Mr, Oliphan-.
Mr. Oliphant said he would be very glad
to see him, and it was arranged that the
interview should take place the next day
at the same hour.

Next day, accordingly, the Editor re-
turned with the friend in question. .Mr.
Oliphant said he was sure that great things
were to be done in the development of the
resources of Palestine, Though nothing
could be done on a large scale until a
change in the government of the country
had taken place, much might be done in a
small way. Carmel, for example, was an
aromatic mountain throughout In the
season, its sides were carpeted with flowers
exhaling the most pleasant odours He
should think it would be worth anybody’s
while to arrange for the gathering of those
flowers by the peasants, and the manufac-
ture of scent, which no doubt would sell
well as Holy Land perfume. People spoke
of Carmel as 2 mountain; but in fact it was
ahillrange thirty-five milesin circumference.
All round the base of it the land was most
fertile. Behinditwasthe plain of Esdraelon,
which would yield almost anything to cul-
tivation, except apples, pears, and some
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other European fruit, like strawberries
or green peas, Articles of that sort
were always failures, but anything
in the higher fruits and flowers, Jomished
with a luxuriance not known elsewhere.
Oranges, for example, grown at Acca, ten
miles off, were something superb. Jaffa
oranges, which sometimes appeared in
England, were good, but nothing to com-
pare with Acca oranges in deliciousness of
flavour. Grapes, as was well known, were
an article of special excellence, and he
would recommend the manufacture and ex-
port of wine. He drank no wine himself
but what he made from Palestine grapes.
Then, there were olives; there were no
olives like Palestine olives, and no olive
oil comparable to that which they yielded
in the press. A short time back, an experi-
ment had been made as to what could be
done with olive oil made and exported from
Haifa (at the foot of Carmel where he
lived). Though their appliances were

rude, twenty barrels were shipped to New °

York, and realised just double value after
paying freight, customs and all expenses.
He was desirous, if possible, of introducing
Ftoper machinery to Haifa, for the manu-
acture of olive oil, and did not doubt that
a large and flourishing industry would soon
be the result. A capital of £1,000 would
be sufficient for this purpose. The great
drawback of the neighbourhood was want
of water. There was not a drop of rain
from April to November, and all the grass
disappeared in the interval If there were
any means of securing an artificial supply
of water, Haifa would quickly become a
large and important place. Even now it
was growing fast. When he arrived, the
population was only 3,000, and now it was
about 10,000. It was certain to become
an important place, It was the best
harbour in the whole land, and must be
the terminus of any railway built in the
country.—The Editor’s companion dis-
cussed with Mr. Oliphant the many prac-
tical questions arising out of his remarks,
particularly with regard to water supply, in
reference to which he made a number of
suggestions which were apparently new to
Mr. Oliphant. Mr. Oliphant was greatly
taken with the ideas placed before him on
the subject, and asked the gentleman
making the suggestions to come out and
examine the neighbourhood with a view to
their application. Mr. Oliphant said he
had for a long time been waiting for a prac-
tical man, in reply to which the editor

remarked {pointing to his friend), *‘God
has sent you one, Mr. Oliphant.” Mr.
Oliphant replied ‘“yes;—I believe in
Providence—greatly. I just wait and take
the course of events as the will of God. I
only wish to know God’s will to doit.”
At this point, the interview cordially ter-
minated, and our readers will be likely to
hear of practical results by-and-bye.

INTELLIGENCE.

Al intelligence communications nusé bein Bir.
mingham by the 15th of the Month at the latest. In-
telligence should mot form wpart of ordinary cor-
respondence, but should be writlen on separate
paper, and wmarked ¢¢ intellrgence.”

%/se.note paper und write on one side of the paper
only.

£ Do rot use large sheets ; write with good
ink, and write all proper names VERY PLAINLY.

ECCLESIAL NOTES.

Brother Bosher forwards the report of a
sermon on the Bible, by a ¢ Rev.” Hood,
of a complexion similar to that of
Mr. Pringle dealt with last month. He
observes :—*‘ It is remarkable what a
flood (of this sort of thing) has recently been
pouring forth from pulpit and press,
The attemptis to cut downthe Bibletomeet

‘the scepticism of modern times, and to

weaken its certainty. Such attempts make
it more incumbent on those who know the
truth to stand by and defend the source
from which the truth comes.” This has
been our trouble for two years past: We
were invited to be parties to the pulpit
surrender of the Bible into the hands of its
numerous modern foes. We were asked
to wink at notions, and consent to argu.
ments that praetically destroy the Bible as
by a mildew, or rot. We did not: we
cannot : we shall not : we dare not.
The responsibility and results rest with
those who would not join us in a thorough
attitude.

There is a letter of brother J. J,
Andrew’s in the Light-stand for Novembe r
18th which convincingly exhibits some o
the evidences of the obliquity that has com

.
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pelled thoroughgoing believers in the

Bible’s inspiration to act decisively in its |

defence, Writing on the same subject to |
the editor of the Christadel hian, hLe
says :—

““ A recent statement of yours that one

advocates the doctrine of a partly human

and erring Bible, while in words profes- :

sing to reject it, has been publicly chal-
lenged. But the evidence in support of it
is too explicit to be denied ; it emanates
from their own month, When the Ex-
change meeting, Birmingham, was being
established, a resolution was passed affirm-

- ing ““belief in the entire inspiration of the |
Bible,” and repudiating any °‘sywpathy :

with doctrines of partial or erring inspira-
tion, believing that the original writings
were free from error.” This was in effect

affirming that the Bible was wholly in. :

spired and infallible. This occurred in
June, 1885. What has occurred since?
In the foliowing November, the editorial
members of the Exchange meeting ap-
proved of such resolutions being called
‘“idols,” and in February last, they de-

clared that they would '‘not defend re-

solutions for putting in the word infallible

where the Holy Spirit has not put it in,” |
yop put 1t in. " | clause says, °° We shall be content in that

They have also demurred to the Bible's
‘‘absolute infallibility in every detail,”
and have stated that its divine perfection
does mnot require it to be ‘‘technically
infallible ;” *‘infallible in a certain sense,
but in some senses not”—*‘ not infallible
for all purposes.” There are oaly two
questions arise out of these contradictory
statements : 1. Did theauthors, when in
June, 1885, affirming that the Bible auto-
graphs were “ free from error,” maintain
a mental reserve ? or, 2. Have they since
changed their minds?” (See also re-
marksin connection with intelligence from
Bristol.)

Brother Macdougall makes the following
remarks on the advisibility of cancelling
section 35 of Birminghawm constitutio

. then fellowship those who would not ?
i you would fellowship another ecclesia

It relates to the case of two ecclesias
dealing with a person or persons out of the
fellowship of one of them. The clause
proposes that the ecclesia G. will respect
of maintain the withdrawal of C. {rom an
alleged offender until the cause has heen

cunp of the brotherhood tolerates and ! investigated ; and withdrawal shall be
' maintained until it has been shown to be

an error. With a view to this investiga-
tion, it proposes that both G. and C. shall
take part, but that if C. refuse to
co-operate, (. will investigate without
them, If they agree to investigate the
matter in the presence of each, both shall
have equal voling power, and then they
shall vote together as one ecclesia, and
the decision of the majority shall stand.
¢*To this,” says brother Macdougall, *“ I
think no reasonable person could object,
as it leaves clear ground for procedure
either in maintaining or disannulling the
withdrawal ; bat the introduction of 85
(namely, liberty of one ecclesia to dis-
regard this decision) is in our mind
most unfortunate, as we consider it a pro-
vision of an uawarrantable character and
makes of none effect the laws of fellow-
ship. Why should one of the ecclesias
disannul a withdrawal which had been in-
vestigated and made valid by both? The

case to maintain our own withdrawal.”

Why maintain- your withdrawal and
If

who fellowships said brother or sister
why not fellowship the brother or sister ?
It gives us the absurd idea of fellow-
shipping a brother at another ecclesia
which you would not do at home.
You say there ought to be provision
for difference of judgment, - but
here you would make provision te
join hand in hand with the ecclesia
who is of the same mind as the withdrawn
from person, and yet do not give the
person the benefit of such provision but
maintain your withdrawal. Surely this
is not as it should be. To say the very
least, the clause almits of contusion and
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looseness.
not only principles admitted but prin-
-ciples acted upon. To you it seems
‘square enough’ is a good rule: to my
mind it is not a safe rule, It is good
for us in our dealings with one another to
-exereise mutual forbearance whare it can
‘be admitted, but it is another thing to
frafie a rule which deteriorates from the
-divine standard. In this we may encroach
upon the divine prerogative, and say
“gquare enough’ to that which would
not be sanctioned by the Judge. Let us
-contend for a perfect law, though we
.should have to confess our weakuness in
keeping it. It would have been more to
my‘mind had no such article as 35 been
-seen in your constitution.”

[There is much force in brother Mac
dougall’s contention. - We have already
-admitted a want of perfect squareness in
the arrangement objected to ; and we feel
this strongly enough not to insist upon it,
We proposed it in the interests of peace,
-but would not object to the joint decision
-of two ecclesias being mutually binding
in the case supposed. —EDITOR. ]

Aberdare.—Brother Pugh reports that
Brother Stephen Jones, of Merthyr, who
went to Swansea for immersion, as reported
last month, broke bread with the brethren
-at Aberdare on Sunday, November 14th.

Bedford.—It is our pleasure to report
-an addition this month in the person of
Mr. Warts, of Newport Pagnell. You
will remember introducing him hy letter,
-and after much study, he has made a satis-
factory confession, and is now rejoicing
with us, that he has been permitted to see
the truth, for which he has been a diligent
-seeker for a number of years.  Ile put on
-the saving name of Christ, Sunday, Dec.
12th, and broke bread with us in the after-
noon, after which the small company of
. believers here sat down to tea in our lec-
ture room. His obedience is a source of
-encouragement to us, as our new brother
will (D.V.) break bread with us in Bed.
ford. The interest manifested at our lec-
tures is still maintained, the room being
well filled each evening.

LECTURES,—On Sunday, Nov, 29,

The basis of our fellowship is

Brother Porter, of London, lectured for us,
his subject being, ¢‘ The Jews” ; on Sun-
day, Dec. sth and 12th, Brother Bryan
Smither, of Luton, lectured on ‘The
things concerning the name of Jesus
Christ,” *“Is it death to die ? ”—B.W.S.,

Birmingham.—During the month
the following persons have been obedient
to the faith :—Nov. 25th, GEORGE HALL
(49), builder; Ewniza Harn (41), his
wife; and MINNIE WALTON HaLL (16),
his daughter ; - JonN - NORTHOOTE (73},
wood turner ; and his wife, ELLEN NORTH-
COTE (61); MATILDA CAROLINE Gas-
KELL (24), wife of Dbrother Gaskell;
ALFRED MORGAN (22), teacher, from the -
neighbourhood of Mumbles.

LecTurgs.—Nov. 28th, * The Coming
Day;” Dec. s5th, ‘““Then and. now;”
12th, ““Come out;” 19th, *“These
promises ;” 26th, “Jesus Christ” (all by
brother Roberts).

Bournemouth. —Brother Jarvis re-
ports: *‘We have been encouraged and
comforted by further increase, viz., JANE
WITHERIDGE (27), formerly neutral," wife
of brother Frank Witherbridge ; also Mr.
BIircH (69), who for some years had been
acquainted with the truth. Both after a
good confession of their faith put on the.
saving name in the divinely appointed

way.’ .
Eevonport.—Brothex Sleep reports a
visit and lecture from brother Guest, of
Bexley, who gave a lecture, December 12th, -
on ‘“Wesleyans against the Bible.” A
few strangers were present.- Sister Fletcher, -
of Cheltenham, has come to reside at
Devonport. Though coming from an
ecclesia which has refused to declare itself
on the inspiration question, she is a believer
in a wholly-inspired Bible, and is willing
to stand apart from those who refuse to-
avow themselves the same.
Dudley.—Brother Hughes reporis that
two more have obeyed the truth, viz., W,
WILLIS (22), and W, MORGAN (17), son of -
brother and sister Morgan, and one of the
Sunday scholars. Others are on the eve of
yielding obedience. A special effort was
made during November in the shape of a
lecture by brother Roberts on ‘‘ Which is
the right way?” The room was filled on
the occasion, and the audience listened
with the greatest attention. Arrangements
have been made for a meeting on Tuesday
after Christmas Day. Tea in lecture hall
at 5 p.m., open to interested strangers,
and brethren and sisters from Temperance .
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Hall, Birmingham, and other ecclesias in
harmony with the right attitude on inspira-
tion are invited.

Falmouth.—* We continue to keep
open our meeting room for the breaking
of bread, and also the instruction of the
alien, but very seldom get a visit from the
Iatter. Our position here remains the same
as at the first. We fellowship those only
who believe in a wholly-inspired Bible.”—
W. Warn,

Glasgow.—Brother Dick expresses the
hope that the year upon which we are
entering may be a year of peace in the
household. Re-union among those who
haveseparated, he considers hopeless. Each
section has chosen its position : one con-
sidering it was an unnecessary separation ;
the other that it was necessitated by the
relaxing of the bond of union. Those of
the former opinion accuse brother Roberts
as the archleader at whose nod all have
abjectedly prostrated themselves in the
dust;. They say it is a case of blindly
following man’s dictation, and not the in-
spiration -of the Bible. This accusation
brother Dick justly remarks is puerile.
The cause lies in the hoisting of false
colours at the first. He further remarks
that stern and unbending stuff is needed
in this age to uphold the scriptures against
the almost universal tendency to bend
them to "the theories of the scientific
sceptics ; and to resist the growing and
undignified habit of trying to mollify the
infidel by rounding off the rough edges of
the Bible in order- to make it more palata-
ble to his refined and cultured taste. Theo-
logical professors of all kinds are mutilating
the scriptures to conform them to a more
rational and modern pattern in order that
the attacks of the scientific agnostics may
be- rebuked, and at the same time a hold
retained on' the religious world. It is
sheer folly, says brother Dick, to hold on
with - the world’s wisdom and expect to
retain the wisdom of God. What is
wanted is uncompromising fidelity to the
Bible. ~ (Brother Dick need not be troubled
at the uncharitable theories of the current
sitnation entertained by those who tolerate
the idea of a partly human and erring
Bible. They are bound to conjure and
nurse such a theory for the soothing of
their own consciences. It is the universal
habit of those who are in a false position
to calumniate and defame those who cannot
agree with them. It has been so in all
ages. Christ himself did not escape the

propensity. His enemies could not con-
fute him on the merits of the questions at
issue between him and them, nor could
they deny his works ; yet they must needs.
adopt a theory that made their opposition
to him agreeable to their own self-esteem.
They said he had a demon and was mad ;
that he was a servant of Beelzebub, a
teacher of sedition, a gluttonous man and
a wine bibber and a friend of publicans
and sinners, They would not allow him
a good motive or a useful function, Need
we be surprised if, in our day, the same
propensity is manifested on the part of’
those who cannot justify their own attitude
except by blackening the action of those
who have been compelled to separate from
them? 1t is a poor discernment of human
nature that could make such a mistake.
It is not in men-—especially Scotchmen—
to be led in the way supposed. Endure
it all, in patience. Things will look very
different when the electric blaze of the
divine light is turned on them, Men judge
by the murky lamps of modern literature.
Those who walk by the light of God can
wait.—EDITOR.)

‘Since the above was in type, brother
Campbell writes: ‘“ The lectures referred
to as about to be delivered in Pollock-
shaws have been given—four in number.
The audiences, although not overwhelming,
were sufficiently large and attentive to en-
courage us in resuming our efforts in this
place at some future time, and from in-
dividual expressions of opinion, we have
reason to believe that interest in the truth
has in some cases been excited. At any
rate, we have done our duty in taking ad--
vantage of the door opened to us and the
result is in the hands of Him who knows
‘“ the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
No dissent was expressedt at any of the
lectures excepting the last, when the nature
of man was considered. Several murmurs
of disapproval were heard during the
lecture, and at the close, a youn’g man,
evidently a ‘student,” brought forward
the usual series of passages beginning with
“The Transfiguration’ and ending with
¢ Absent from the bedy present with the
Lord.” These were dealt with privately,
and although the explanations given were
not regarded as satisfactory (they seldom
are at first), yet it was evident that. they
considerably non-plussed our antagonist.
The subjects, in addition to that mentioned
last month, were: ‘The Second Advent

‘of Christ to establish God’s Kingdom in
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the Earth : signs that it is near’ (brother
Campbell); ¢The Inheritance promised
to Abraham : Heaven or Palestine, which ?’
(brother Ritchie}): ‘Man in the Death-
State: is he conscious or unconscious?’
(brother Ritchie)) We still continue the
afternoon lectures in our own hall. The
attendance- is meagre, but so long as we
have in the mercy of God the power and
the oppertunity, we mean to keep the light
burning,’ -

Grantham.—For twelve months, we
have held our meetings, Sunday morning
and evening, at the house of a brother,
during which time we have striven to
build ourselves up in the truth. Our
Father has blessed us much, and in look-
ing back,there is great cause for thankful-
ness, Surely a small company of believers
could scarcely have been happier and more
united than we. For this we rejoiced and
praised our God. There was, however,
one thing which gave us anxiety—the fact
that the ecclesias are God’s lightstanda,
and the proper place for the candle of the
truth is not under a bushel hidden from
view, but on a candlestick held aloft. So
our desires and anxieties have been con-
stantly placed before our Father in prayer,
always concluding;, ‘‘Not our will but
thine be done.” God has now opened the
way, and we are meeting in the Exchange
-Hall, Elmer Street (a rcom occupied by
the ecclesia some years ago). Breaking
of bread at 11 a.m., lectures at 6.30 p.m.
It is a venture for so feeble a few, but
though weak in ourselves we are strong
in the Lord and in the power of His might.
Only one of us can address the alien at

resent, but if we are faithful to our God,
_He will uphold us or send us help accord-
ing to His good pleasure. Rejeicing in
His past care and goodness, we trust Him
for the future, and by His help shall hold
forth the word of life, whether the people
will hear or not. God will accept small
things faithfully done, and perhaps may
give some increase. Subjects have been
as follows :—November 7th, * Good news
from God for dying men ;" 14th, ¢ Christ
is coming! Who is ready for Him?1”—
W. BUCKLER.

Halifax (Alma Street).—Brother Han-
son reports :—** Since last writing we have
had an addition to our meeting by the
removal of brother D. W. Dall from

. Arbroath, who has obtained employment
at brother R. Smith’s coach builder, of this
town. On the other hand, brother and

sister Sutcliffe have removed to Butt’s
Green, Luddenden Foot, work being the
cause of their removal. They will now meet
with the brethren at Sowerby Bridge.

LEcTURES.—Nov. 14th, ‘‘Is death the
cessation of life” (brother Darlow) ; 21st,
“The Scripture doctrine of election
(brother R. Smith); 28th, **Is it true that
our future home will be in . heaven”
(brother Briggs, of Sowerby Bridge) ; Dec.
sth, *The restoration of Israel and its
connection with our salvation " {brother Z.
Drake, of Elland); 12th, ‘“The old
serpent, the Devil and Satan” (brother
Heywood, of Huddersfield).”

Haworth.—Brother Sutcliffe reports
that on the dreary road to the rest which
remaineth the brethren here are greatly
helped and encouraged by the visits of
brethren from surrounding places. Brother
Darlow, of Halifax, lectured on * The day
of Christ ” ; brother Barraclough, of Heck-
mondwike, on * The Prophecy of Moab ;”
brother L. Drake, of Elland, on ¢ Absent
from the body and present with the Lord;”
brother A. Wadsworth, of Keighley, on
“The house of many mansions ;” brother
R. Smith, of Halifax, on * The restora-
tion of the Jews to Palestine, an inuispens-
able element in the kingdom of God.
All the lectures were well attended.

Hull.—Brother Adamson reports that
obedienice was rendered to the require-
ments of the truth, on December 8, by
Conyers Robinson, formerly connected
with the Christian brethren, The brethren
here now number 6. and one sister. He
adds : ““We are meeting at present at
Brother J. Tutty’s house, 97, West Parade,
where we shall be glad to have the company
of any Drethren who may be passing
through Hull, who believe in a wholly
inspired Bible, and are determined to stand
asice from all who believe or tolerate the
contrary in any degree,

Huddersfield. — Brother Heywood
repotts that brother John William Edwards
has been united in marriage with sister
Jane Howe, of Elland. ~ Sister Howe
{now sister Edwards) endorsed the resolu-
tion not to fellowship partial inspira-
tion or any meeting not in fellowship

with the Huddersfield Ecclesia. and
was received into fellowship. Miss
ANN Waker (28), formerly Church

of England, having made a satis-
factory confession of the faith, was to be
immersed December 15th into the' saving
name of Christ Jesus our Lord. .
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Leeds.—Brother W. H. Andrew writes:
—¢“ We have been cheered by additions to
our number. The following have been
immersed into the saving name :—On
November 18th, EMILIE AsQUITH (19),

daughter of sister Asquith, formerly neutral ;.

-and  REUBEN BLACKBURN, formerly
Methodist ; November 25th, JANE TRE-
DALE, formerly Primitive Methodist 3 and
MARY ANN BROADBENT, formerly Church
-of England ; December 2nd, MARY BROWN,
-sister of sister Wilson, who was immersed
last year, formerly Wesleyan Methodist.
Brother and sister Murray were received
into fellowship on November 28th.  They
‘had hitherto Leen in fellowship with ¢ The
Ecclesia” (“‘ No-willists ') ; but not being
:satisfied with the Delief of some in
that meeting, they decided to leave
their fellowship. As they endorsed our
basis of fellowship, and ~believed ¢ the
ithings concerning the kingdom of God and
the name of Jesus Christ ” when immersed,
we gladly received them into fellowship.
Six have removed from Leeds during the
year. In addition to those already men-
tioned in the Christadelphian, brother

Dutton and sister Wray have removed to |

Ilkley.

LECTURES. — December 5th, ‘¢ The
Mystery of the Gospel” (brother Philpotts);
12th, *“The spirit of man not the man—
what the spirit is to the man while in him,
what man 1s when it is taken from him, and
what becomes of the spirit at death”
(brother Turner); 19th, * The soul of
man : its nature and destiny” (brother
Andrew); 25th, *Immortality a con-
-ditional gift, and the conditions ” (brother
Mitchell),

Leicester.—Brother Gamble reports
that since last report, Brother J. J. Andrew,
-of London, has visited and lectured, sub-
ject, *“The time ~of trouble such as
‘never was, &c.” Brother Roberts lectured
Sunday, November 21st, on ‘“ Reconcilia-
tion,” and on the following Monday even-
ing lectured in the Temperance Hall on
‘‘ What of the Night?” = The effort was
advertised largely, both by way of news-
papers, placards, and handbills ; but only
-about 200 or 250 came to hear.  Brother
Shuttleworth lectured on Sunday, Decem-
ber 12th, Subject—‘* The  World’s
Deliverer.  Christ the Star of all human
hope.”  The brethren and sisters have

- been much cheered and comforted by
these visits, and strengthened in their en-
«deavour to walk in such a manner that the

Lord may say unto all—‘ They have done
what they could.” )

Lincoln. — Brother Scott reports the
obedience of SARAH ANN LUMSDEN, who
put on the sin-covering name December
4th, 1886. :

Lecrures. — November 14th, *“ The
Age to come ” (brother Dracup) ; 21st and
28th, *‘God-manifestation” (brother T:
Hy: Elwick); December sth, ¢ Immor-
tality” (brother }orsman, of Nptting-
ham:)

Liverpool.—You and a number of
brethren throughout the country will be
glad to learn that the separation which has’
existed for some time past between the
sections of the Liverpool ecclesia meeting’
in. Rodney Hall and Temperance Hall has
come to a termination, and that we hope
to re-unite on Sunday next, December 19th,
as one ecclesia for mutual strength and
edification. For the information of the
brethren in other places, I may add that we
have taken the hall in Granby Street for a
period of twelve months, and that we
intend, if the Lord will, to remove there
on the first Sunday in the New Year.—Hy.
CoLLENS,

London. — ISLINGTON, — 69, Upper
Street ; Sundays, 11 a.m. anc 7 pow ;
Wednesdays, 8 p.m,—Brother Wm. Owler
reportsthat Mrs. FLORENCEBENTON,daugh-

_ter of brother and sister Murgatroyd, has put

on Christ in the appointed way. Brother
Henry Swift, aged 77, died suddenly on
November 28th, and was interred at
Finchley Cemetery in presence of the
brethren on December 4th. The lectures
continue to be well attended. The annual
written examination of the children attend-
ing the Sunday School took place on Decem-
ber s5th. The lectures during the month
were on ‘‘ The second appearing of Jesus
Christ and its objects,” and the lecturers
were brethren Lake, Andrew, and Elliott.

London (South).—Surrey Masonic
Hall, Camberivell New Road; Sundays
Iroaum., 7 pomn.; Wednesdays 8 p.m.
Brother C. F. Clements writes :—** We are
pleased to announce the addition of four
to our number by immersion, namely :—
FREDERICK BANNOCK (20), neutral,
immersed  November 2iIst ;  JOHN
CHARLES REEs (21), neutral, immersed
November 28th ;; HENRY ALEXANDER
CLEMENTS (43), my brother in the flesh,
formerly neutral, immersed December 5th ;
and HENRY KosTROVITZSKI, of Russian
parentage, but brought up in England,
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-aged 18, member of Church of England.
We feel greatly encouraged and comforted
by these additions.  Brother
‘writes :—*“ My mother, Mrs. R. Barker
(68), was immersed.into the only name
under heaven whereby we can be saved,
-on the 26th November, 1885, but the
separation, owing to the inspiration ques-
tion at Westminster taking place on the
Sunday previous (22nd November, 1885),
the immersion has failed to be recorded. ”

Lecrures.—Dec. 5, ““Bible solution
of the FEastern Problem” (Mr. C.
Meakin) ;. 12, ““ The Philippian Jailor’s
-question ” (Mr. A, White); 19, ‘¢ Extra-
ordinary Predictions” (Mr. F. G. Jann-
away); 26, *‘‘Immortality” (Mr. T,
Bosher). L i

Longton.—Brother Morton reports the
-occurrence of a debate on the soul, in the
Unitarian Schoolroom, in which he took
the leading part. The chair was occupied
by Councillor Hawley, and a notice of the
-debate appeared in alocal paper. The
Unitarian element was pretty strong in
‘opposition. They speak of the Bible as
being in many parts absurd and unreliable.
They blame the Christadelphians for too
strict an adherence to it. The Unitarian
minister was present and took part. He
asked brother Morton if he accepted. the
Bible as inspired in all its parts. Brother
Morton answered **yes (errors of transla-
tion excepted).” He remarks ** I wondered
what answer we should have made if we
had taken the position of some of our
friends. The difference between this
Unitarian minister and partial inspira-
‘tionists is to a great extent, a difference
not in principal, but in degree only. We
have been Dbrought in contact with a
Methodist minister and his family lately,
which led to the statement of our position
-and an exchange of letters and literature.
The daughter has written a pamphlet
(against spiritualism,) and seems interested
in us because in many things she holds with
us, especially in relation to the return of
‘Christ and the Millennium.  Always reads
with interest what we have lent them on
this, but cannot do with our material soul
as she terms it. I have put Christendom
Astray into her hands.”

Mold. — Brother Hillman wishes it
announced that, if God will, he will remove
from here about theend of the present month
for Gorseinan, near Swansea. He has been
in isolation six years. He believes in a
‘wholly-inspired Bible,

Barker

:Neath. —Brother Gregory reports the
removal of sister Jones to a situation in
Kidwelly, about two miles from Llanelly,
where she will meet with  brethren and
sisters -of like precious. faith. On . Nov.
21st, brother Grimes, of Swansea, lectyred. .
on ‘‘The great and precious promises of
God ”; Nov. 28th, ¢ Coming inheritance
of the righteous ” (brother W. J. Gregory) ;
Dec. 5th, ““Payl’s visit to Phillip ”
(brother . Tucker); Dec. 12th, ¢ Christ
is coming to the earth again.” Brother
Roberts is expected the first Monday in
January to deliver a lecture in the evening.

Newport . (Mon.).—Brother -Thomas
reports the addition  of another to the
faith: Mrs. JEFFERYS, wife of brother
Jefferys, who, after an intelligent con-
fession of the faith, was buried with Christ
on Dec. 13th. Lately a gentleman of the
town wrote two tracts against the Christa-
delphians, and then challenged us to dis-
cussion in the Albert Hall. The challenge
was repeated : we accepted it; and then
the gentleman quietly retired.  Others
have taken the matter up in the local
paper which has led to some lengthy
correspondence—a good advertisement for
the truth, R

Normanton. -— Brother ~ Warwick
writes : ‘‘ We are doing. what we can
to spread the knowledge of the glorious
gospel, and several persons are convinced
of the truth, but, so far, hesitate to put
on the saving name. The lectures during
the past month have been as follow :—
Nov. 21st, “Devildom falsely called
Christendom ;” 28th, in the open air, at
3 p.m. by brother Heywood (of Hudders-
tield) ; ¢ Pulpit and Bible doctrines con-
cerning immortality contrasted,” at 6.30
p.m. ; same date brother Heywood lec-
tured on *‘ The New Jerusalem ”; Dec. 5th,
‘““Will Christ come to the earth again?
if so, what for?” 12th, ‘Baptism” (by
brother Cliff, of Hull).

Nottingham.—Brother Kirkiand re-
ports the death of sister Mary Kerry, one
of the oldest members of the ecclesia. She
was ill but for a few days, and died on
October 1oth, aged 71 years. - Brother
Kirkland says : ““Our sister in life passed
through great tribulation, but will not be
forgotten by the righteous Judge in the
coming day. We have another addition
by the ohedience of Maria FELL (20),
formerly Baptist, who, after witnessing a
good confession, was immersed November
28th,”
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Peterborough.—Brother Bruce says :
—The Christadelphian is to me like a
change of diet, once a month, which the
inner man longs to feed upon, especially
now it has got on smooth waters. Brother
A, T. J's. last article is a splendid guide

o0st, pointing the way we should go.

hanks for your comments om our sitn-
ation. There was a slight mistake : the
room not withouta door ; we can shut our.
selves up. Our hopes are somewhat
brighter since your visit, Since last re-
- port, the following brethren have lectured :
October 3rd, brother W. Gamble, of
Leicester ; 10th, brother J. J. Andrew, of
London ; November 7th, brother Losher,
of London. .

Writing “again at a later date, brother
Bruce reports an application for re-union
from two of those from whom the brethren
with him were obliged to separate about
twelve months since, on the subject of
inspiration.  Brother Bruce says: ‘I
feel confident if others would only give
their earnest thoughts and search to the
subject, as these have done, the truth in
Peterborough would soon have free course
again. But it is the Father’s moulding
process, and we humbly submit.” He ap-
pends the application, as follows: “We
the undersigned, having come to the con-
clusion, after careful examination, that your
belief and action with regard to the inspira-
tion question were right, desire to unite
with you in fellowship; we, believing
that the originals of our Bible were inspired
by God, thus giving them his authority,
and we, feeling that a loose position on this
point is both detrimental to the truth and
to our individualgrowth therein. —(Brother)
Lours S. HarvEy. (Sister) Jane E.
HARVEY.” .

Sheflield. —During the past month,we
have been visited by brother Roberts, of
Birmingham, who met us at the Lord's
table, and addressed us on the sufferings
of Christ, and the blessedness which will
follow a faithful walk in his footsteps.
In the evening, a goodly company assem.
bled to hear brother Roberts’s lecture,
subject, ¢‘The unseen world, the con-
trast between what the Bible teaches, and
what modern theologiars believe.” Our
brother’s visit has gladdened and strength-
ened the hearts of the brethren here, and
has been a strong inducement to some of
the strangers who heard him, to search
more diligently the word of truth. Some

e so deeply interested, that we expec’,

at an early date, to receive their afi‘p ica-
tion for baptism and tellowship.—T. W.
SHEMELD.

Shelford (Great Cambs), —Please to re-
portin Christadelphian that after consider-
ationgl, with sister-wife and son, Lhavecome
to the conclusion—*‘That we firmly believe
in the inspiration of the whole of the
Scriptures ; that we will fellowship only
those who believe the same ; and we also.
refuse fellowship to all who, while believ.
ing the whole of the Scriptures to be
inspired themselves, yet extend a fellow-
ship to those who do not.” We should be
pleased to receive a visit from any brother
or sister endorsing the above who may
be passing this way, Our address is:—
A. Simper, The Ropery, Great Shelford,
near Cambridge.”

Stoekport. — Brother Clark reports.
that two more have entered the narrow
way that leadeth unto life eternal. On
November 20, HARRIET MASSEY (29),
and on December 5th, NELsON BALDWIN
(16), brother in the flesh to our brother and
sister Firth, were buried in the waters ot
baptism and rose again to a new life in
Christ. Though young in years, the latter
has’ manifested a sufhcient grasp of the
essentials of salvation, to lead us to hope
that he may grow up a bright and shining
light in the darkness of these latter days.
It will afford encouragement to those-
brethren and sisters who labour in the-
Sunday School, to know that our brother-
has been trained by similar loving hearts.
We are glad - to say the attendance at our
lectures improves.

Lectures. —November 7th, ¢ Treasure
in Heaven” (brother John Clalford, Old-
ham) ; 14th, ¢ What Christ is coming to
do” (brother Heming, Liverpool); 21st,.
‘¢ Peace’” (brother Bamford, Oldham);
28th, *“The pillars of the truth” (brother-
Shuttleworth, Birmingham).

Spalding. — Brother Ward reports that
the truth is drawing a few strangers to
the Liberal Club Rooms, notwithstanding-
the troubles there have been. Some seem
very interested, and there are hopes that
they may soon meet in the name of Christ.

LECTURES (by Brother Jane).—Novem-
ber 21st, *‘ Lucifer, son of the morning, is.
he the devil 2”; 28th, *‘ The Salvation
Army” ; December §th, ‘Jesus, Prophet,
Priest, and King”; 12th, *‘If a man die,
shall he live again.”

Swansea.—Brother Randles writes :
¢ We have great pleasure in recording the
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addition to the following who have rendered
obedience to the one faith by baptism ;—
Dec. 4th, Mrs. JACKETT, wife of brother
Jackett ; Dec. gth, JaAMEs MORSE and
WILFRED GRIMES, sons of brethren.

The Mayor of Swansea handed the fol-
lowing letter to brother Randles: ¢ Lord
Truro presents his compliments to the
Worshipful the Mayor of Swansea, and will
be extremely obliged of any information he
may be able to give him respecting the
origin, customs, and present status of the
religious sect called Christadelphians,
who, Lord Truro has héard have guarters
at Swansea.—29, Dover Street, Diccadilly,
V., 24th November, 1886,”

Brother Randles, in reply, furnished the
Mayor with the following memorandum :—
* The Christadelphians in Swansea are
only few in number, but their brethren
are spread over Britain, the United States,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and other
parts of the world. As to their origin
they claim to be “‘the sect everywhere
spoken against” in the first century, newly
revived as a result of the labours of John
Thomas, M.D., late of New York, buta
native of England, now deceased. =~ They
are believers in those doctrines only which
can- be proved to be taught in the Bible
which they accept as a wholly-inspired
record from Deity.  As to their customs,
they meet together each first day of the
week in accordance with the command of
Christ, to break bread- and drink wine in
remembrance of Him till His return, and
exhort one another tolove and good works.
They hold regular meetings for the preach-
ing of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.
They recognise it to be their duty to obey
the commandments of Christ, and therefore
they are law abiding citizens ; but as they
are looking for the speedy return of Christ
to the earth to change its institutions, and
give it a new universal government, they
take no part in political or municipal
affairs,-—They beg to enclose with this
short note a small tract (Who are the
Christadelphians ?) written a gonsiderable
number of years since in answer to the
question frequently asked, ‘“Who are the
Christadelphians?’  (For the Christadel-
phians in Swansea). —THoMAS RANDLES,
15, Castle Street, Nov, 29th, 1886.

The Mayor of Swansea having forwarded
the memorandum and enclosure to Lord
Truro, the Mayor received the following
acknowledgment, with which, for the pre-

sent, the incident closes :—*¢ Lord Truro |

presents his compliments to the Mayor of
Swansea, and begs to offer him his best
thanks for the great trouble he has taken
to give him the reply in regard to the
Christadelphians, and he would wish to
convey thesame to Mr. Randles for his aid
in the matter, — 29, Dover Street, Piccadilly,
2nd December, 1886.

LECTURES.—Nov. 21st, ¢‘ The substan-
tiality of God’s greatand precious promises,”’
brother M. Evans; 28th, ¢ The world’s
Saturday Night,” brother D. Clement ;
Dec. s5th, “The Lord's Day,” brother
Grimes; 12th, ““Is death in relation to
man a fact or fiction?” brother M. Evans,

Walker-on-Tyne.— Intelligence from
the brethren here was withheld during
November and December, in consequence
of the reported uncertainty of their position
with regard to the doctrine and fellowship
of partial inspiration.  Correspondence
has resulted in the following final com-
munication :—*‘IDEAR BROTHER ROBERTS,
—After two special meetings of the serving
brethren and one of the ecclesia, I am now
ina position to reply to yours of the 17th
ult., I'may say the resolution we subjoin is
the unanimous decision of the brethren and
sisters forming the Walker-on-Tyne
ecclesia, which it is hoped will meet with
your approval and secure to us the unity
of the Spirit, and fellowship of all true
brethren and sisters of the Lord Jesus
Christ.  With respect to our standing in
regard to the ecclesias at Newcastle and
Gateshead, we take it as defined in the
subjoined resolution.—Yours in hope, Jas.
Harker.”

* That we believe the Bible is the Word
of God, and, therefore, unerring in its
character ; that we offer the right-hand of
fellowship to all brethren and sisters who
are of the 'same mind; and further we
deem it our duty to decline the fellowship
of all who believe and teach the contrary -

In a previous communication, brother
Harker reports the addition of three who,
after a good confession, put on Christ in
the way appointed, September 3oth
namely, WILLIAM DIXON (40), 254,
Church Street, Walker-on-Tyne, Plate-
layer, and his wife, Lucy DIixoN (37);
also IsaABELLA WEBSTER (32), formerly
Presbyterian, wife of brother Webster, 76
Byker Street, Walker; also ELIZABETH
HuMPHREYS (33), 70, Church Street,
Walker. We had almost begun to despair
of our efforts being in the very midst of
Romanism. However, wegratefullyacknow-
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ledge increased attendance. 'We thank our
heavenly Father for the increase above
recorded. It is a fresh impetus to his work
and our labour. We rejoice that our
strength has not been spent for naught in
vain,”

Warrington.—We are continuing our
Sunday evening lectures to the alien, and
have teen ‘'much encouraged by the
obedience to the truth of Mrs. WARD (37),
Scott Street, who, on Monday evening,
November 29th, after a satisfactory declara-
tion of the faith, was duly immersed 4t the
house of brother Unsworth.—J. H. SMrrTH.

AUSTRALIA.

Caulfield  (Victoria). — Brother
Barlow reports the obedience of the follow-
ing, during the past eight months :(—Mr.
and Mrs, CREFLMAN, Mis. Evans, Mr. B,
F. McGisBoN, Mr. MascH, Mrs. MascH,
BARrIDONIA MaAscH, KATHLEEN MascH,
Marie MascH, and MARION OSBORNE.
Also additions by removal from -other
parts :—Brother A. Gerbes from Invercar-
gail, N.Z. ; and sister C, Goodiman from
Dunedin, N.Z.; and brother Arnold, of
the Balaclava ecclesia. We mention also
with regret our loss (in numbers) of seven
brethren and sisters, whose names it has
been necessary to expunge from the
ecclesial roll, through a per-istent main-
tenance of the theory of immorial emer-
gence from the grave, and that the resur-
rection and judgment of the unfaithful in
Christ, does not take place till after the
millennial age, The circumstance has been
attended with much that is unpleasant,
but the purity of the truth requires decided
action in times like this, when its vital

. elements are assailed.  Considerable grief
was caused by the appearance of the in.
telligence in the Christadelphion for June,
from the Balaclavaecclesia. The Melbourne
ecclesia is now composed of 57 members,
86 of whom were not in this ecclesia at the
time of Balaclava’s withdrawal, and 7 of
which were formerly members at Balaclava.
For the ecclesia’s satisfaction, the matter
was again investigated, and regret expressed
that the report suould have appeared. The
offence, characterised as unworthy the
name of Christ, was a desire to biing about
union among the divided ecclesias, and a
withdrawal on the brother’s part of the
charges against the Melbourne ecclesia,

Of course, we know it is impossible for you,
to judge at a distance like this. Our in-
tention is to fellowship those only who
believe in, and conform to, the doctrine and:
practice laid down for the gnidaunce of the

‘body of Christ. All such we welcome.”

SOUTH AFRICA.
Richmond (Cape Colony).—Mr.J. J.

Havenga, W. Son, writes :—*“I regret to
state that we have not been able as yet to-
find anyone near enough to have the
baptismal burial performed .on us, We-
are very auxious to be enabled with the
other brethren aud sisters to break bread
in commemoration of our Lord’s coming..
Our grandfather, Mr. D. M. Maartens, of
Gratikt, is the only one nearest to us, and
he is 14 hours distant from us. The dis-
tance would not prevent us, but the old
man complains of being too old and sickly
to assist us in our requirements, and have
mentioned the name of a Mr. Shrosbree,
of 'arkastad, 10 whom I have written, and
is awaiting a reply. To our regret and
great disappointment, we did not receive
the Christadelphian for last month, We
have also missed ome copy last year. As.
this is the only welcome friend we have,
you can never imagine our disappointment
at not receiving it regularly. There is a
Richmond in Natal, aud I verily believe it
wag sent there. We have been throwing
out our nets in the shape of conversation
and lending of books and Finger Posts to
some of our friends. Oue and other have
admitted that they agree with us, but that
they fear the orthodox minister, whomn
they hold as their only gospel authority,—
Anyone not agreeing with him is looked
down upon and rejected from their midst,
as it considered a great insult to them and
their parson. We are in the heart of the
old orthodox creed, and it is almost.
dangerous to say anything against them
or their minister. Their only reply when
spoken to is, ‘‘Io you mean to say our
minister can be wrong?”

UNITED STATES.

Boston (Mass). — DBrother Trussler
writes :—** We have again had pleasure of
the company of Brother Packard, of
Dakota, who said he had been a Bible
reader from the age of 15. He had belonged
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to several creeds, but could never get any
satisfaction until the Zwvelve Lectures was
placed into his hands. He read and re-read
them, and Fureka also. At the breaking
of bread he gave us a short exhortation,
"in which he said he thanked God that we
were mortal, otherwise we should be
immortal sinners. He was doing his best
to spread the truth in isolation, by dis-
tributing books. (In last communication,
¢ book s#77{” should be stall.)

LeEcTURES. — November 7th, ¢‘The
second coming of Christ” ; 14th, *The
Witch of Endor”; 21st, *The House of
many Mansions” ; 28th, ¢ Death,”

Cavendish (Mo.)—Since the last in-
telligence from this ecclesia, two have been
baptised into the saving name, on Novem-
ber 19th, 1885, EDWARD Ersas (17),
son of brother and sister Elsas ; and on the
28th of August, Mrs.. LILLIE THOMPSON,
daughter of brother and sister Ladson, of
Dana, Ind. She had desired to put on the
saving name for some time, but had not
had an opportunity until she came here on
a visit.  Brother Williams, of Waterloo,
Towa, visited and lectured five times to the
public. It was a time of refreshing. We
have a small but interesting Sunday School.
(This intelligence was sent before, it seems,
but was overlooked.)—M. L. Brooks.

Centre Point (Tex).— The cause of
Bible truth has had a checkered career in
Texas. First the immortal emergence
heresy sent us in twain, leaving the
advocates of the truth somewhat in the
minority numerically, but as the battle
went on the ranks of the opposition party
were thinned down, until we now out-
number them about 15 to one. Next came
the unpardonable sin question which gave
us trouble for a time, bnt it finally came
to an end by all acknowledging the
truth. Then came the Leresy that Chiist
_is not officiating as High Priest, and will
not so officiate until he reigns as King.
After a fierce contest this wind of doetrine
was silenced also, Then arose another
wind of doctrine, viz. : That none but
buptised believers will be resurrected and
-brought to judgment. This has been a
stubborn and boistrous gale, but it has now
calmed down to a very weak breeze, which
will not be tolerated longer than our
next annual gathering,. We have had
some minor winds to blow for a
while, such as the formula used at
baptism, some claiming that unless the
words ‘I baptize you into the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit,"” were used by the administrator of
baptism, it was not a valid baptism.
This like the others has nearly subsided.
We have had some contention also over
the question of marrying with the alien,
but I believe all are now agreed that it is.
not right, We have always been one on,
the question of fellowship based on the
pure truth as it is in Jesus, with very few
exceptions, and a hearty compliance with
the commandments and precepts of Christ,.
as a necessary prerequisite to a pure fel-
lowship. On the great questions which
caused such widespread havoc in England
and other places, viz., ¢ Renunciationism’
and ‘¢ Partial Inspiration,” we have never
been shaken ; and by the help and favour
of God we are determined fo coutinue to.
‘“ contend earnestly for the faith once
delivered to the saints” as long as we can.
use either tongue or pen.  For well do.
we know that nothing short of the truthe
in its purity and unadulterated simplicity-
will save us from death, and equally welk
do we know that unless the truth is
obeyed from the heart every day of our
lives, we will fail of salvation, May God
help us in our weakness is my fervent
prayer through Christ.—JoHN BANTA.

Davenport (Iowa).— Brother A. Bald-
win writes : *“ We are six in number, and
meet regularly at the house of Lrother
Smith, 1,608, Harrison Street, on the
basis of the one glorious hope, and in the
entire confidence of the completely in-
spired character of the Bible as the Word
of God. This is for the information of all
those of like spirit who may chance to be
passing near us while travelling.

Denver (Colo.). — Brother Zimmer-
man writes : ** Poor brother Gratz, whom
you will doubtless remember died about
six weeks ago, after a long and painful
illness. His death leaves sister
Gratz with her two children to support.
They are living here in Denver.”

Joplin (Mo.).—Brother T. T. Foulkes.

says he came to this place some thirteen

years ago and found all the people strangers
to the truth. In the main have remained
so. Now there is an ecclesia of seven—.
reduced to six by the removal of sister
Smith, All seem wide awake to the
responsibility resting upon them of con-
tending earnestly for the faith once de-
livered to the saints, and one and all are
in full sympathy with the Clristadelphian
in the inspiration controversy. Dartial
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inspiration they look upon as the most God-
dishonouring heresy that has sprung up
among the brethren ; and they will have
nothing to do withit. ““I am like Paul,
with the Galatians,” says brother Foulkes ;
¢¢T am afraid of some in our time. When
I hear a Christadelphian speak against
brother Thomas, I am afraid of him.” No
wolf can more effectually show his teeth
to me than by speaking to the detriment
of brother Thomas. There is not a sound
and genuine Christadelphian on earth but
what is firmly of the belief that brother
Thomas was raised up by God ‘to bring
to light the truth that has been buried out
of sight for so many centuries by the
Catholics and Protestants. When Israel
asked for a king, God permitted them .to
have one, but with the understanding that
in rejecting the judges that he placed over
them, it was rejecting him. Taking every-
thing into consideration, had we not better
go slow in these matters, lest we may be
found fighting against God. It is best to
be on the safe side. During the summer
months, I assisted two in putting on ‘the
only saving name Dby baptism  JoEAL
WEYLAND (57), photographer, formerly
of the Baptist persuasion; and PH®EBE
E. WEBSTER (50), neutral, A few weeks
afterwards brother G. J. Boxley assisted
Jennie A, NasH (35), in baptism, for-
merly neutral.”

Lowell(Mass.)—Brother Clough writes:
¢ Although this ecclesia is not increasing
in numbers as fast as we wounld like, it is
growing in spirituality, and we hope soon
to be able to report some additions.”

LecTurES.—~November 7th, ¢ Salvation
is of the Jews;” I4th, “The Gospel of
Christ 3 21st, *“ The Gospel preached to
Abraham, and the Gospel of to-day ;”
28th, *“ The Lord shall be king over all
the earth.” .

Mahanoy (Penn.)— Brother Cooke
reports that the ecclesia here numbers
twenty-two members. They believein the
entire inspiration of the original Scriptures,
They still hold forth the Word of Life. So
few give heed that they feel sometimes like
giving up, but they rally when they think
of the words of our Captain, who said,
“Let your light so shine before men.”
Brother Thomas Williams, of Iowa, gave
two interesting lectures to fair audiences,
in June last, and on the 7th of August the
brethren had the pleasure of assisting three
to put on the sin-covering name, viz.,

PuiLir  BraDBURY (62), JoHN L.
NicHoLAS (62), Mrs. HINDMARCH (25),
wife of brother Hindmarch. Brother
James Pritchard -has gone to Trinidad,
Colorado. The Sunday School is getting
on nicely—thirty attending, all told.

Portland (Ogn.). — Brother McCarl
reports the addition of two, brother ALBERT
MAtEr (27), a German who was brought
up a Methodist, but drifted into infidelity
owing to the nature of popular theology.
He was brought to a knowledge of the
truth, and was immersed a little over a
year ago through the instrumentality of a
strong partial inspirationist, but being an
independent thinker of good mind and very
earnest in the study of the truth, he be-
came dissatisfied on that question and made
many visits to us, and finally decided to
unite himself with us. The second addi-
tion is sister CooPER, wife of brother John
Cooper, who has been out of the city for
more than a year. She is now with us for
a time in order to undergo a surgical opera-
tion for a tumour. She was immersed into
the sin-covering name several years ago,
but has never till now broken bread. We
now number eight, all in harmony and
sound in the one faith, I am glad also to
report the names of two more 30 miles out
of ‘the city who were immnersed into the
name of the Lord Jesus about a year ago,
both Germans, and who have firmly with-
stood all the insidious errors brought to
bear upon them. Their names are brother
and sister FARNLOPF. Brother Farnlopf
recently left the baptist ministry, and is in
great sorrow and financial straits. I have
had letters from brethren inquiring about
the country, and the chances of making a
living. I will say that any brother or sister
coming here will be heartily welcomed to
my house, and I will assist them to the
best of my ability.”

Valley Spring,Llano Co (Texas) —
Please give notice that the Christadelphian
annual fraternal gathering in this state for
next year is to begin at Lampasas (Texas),
on the last day of July, 1887, the Lord
willing. It is set for that time in order to
have it begin on Sunday, and have moon-
light evenings. It will be the aim of those
og the one faith,in attendance, to make the
meeting both interesting and edifying, and
to welcome brethren, sisters, and inter-
ested strangers from other States as well
as this, and also from abroad. This is in-
tended as a general invitation.—J. K
MAGILL, Sec. :
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DR. THOMAS'S ACCOUNT OF HIS VISIT TO THE SOUTH, DURING
THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.

(Continued from last month.)

Our next appointment was at Zion, in King William county. This house
belongs to our brethren, who are well known in that vicinity, and influ-
ential. We obtained our pass from the governor’s office, but were not
asked for it at the ticket office of the York River Railroad. We were met
at the White House Station by a boat sent to convey us to his place by
brother Robins. He is situated very pleasantly on a bluff within sight of
the railroad which crosses the Pamunkey. We stayed with him that day,
and learned that there was considerable anxiety to hear us on the subject
of the war. We determined, therefore, to discourse to the people who
might assemble in the same current of ideas as already before the reader,
concluding that what would be good for the seat of government would be
good also for the provinces. The audience was larger than we have had
there for years. 'The house was nearly filled with ladies, which made it
necessary for the men to stand at the windows, and occupy the carriages
without. Dr. Junius Littlepage requested one of our brethren to ask me if
it was right to bear arms, or, if drafted, to serve? This was a ticklish
question at this crisis. We replied that Paul told Christians to remain in
the calling in which they were called. ~Upon this principle he would not
approve of Christian civilians turning soldiers. * People who were not
Christians were “a law to themselves,” and if drafted, should serve ; but
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those under law to Christ should
not, and, according to the law, need
not go to the war. Let Satan do
his own fighting ; there is no obliga-
tion resting on the saints to lend a
hand to help him in distress.

The people were attentive and
orderly, as far as known to us, and
it was not till some weeks after that
the expediency of our arrest had
been agitated. The day before we
left Virginia, we heard that a gentle-
man, meeting one of our brethren
and his wife going to hear us, ex-
pressed his surprise that he should
go to hear Dr.Thomas,who preached
abolitionism, which our brother
promptly denied. But he insisted
that he had heard us, for we taught
that men should not fight, and that
was just what the abolitionists
wanted. If they did not fight the
Northern fanatics would: come in
upon them and destroy them on all
sides and emancipate all their
servants. It was abolitionism,
therefore, to advise anyone not to
bear arms. Not being disposed to
discuss this matter in the hot
sun, our friends passed on. But
after we had left the country our
the gentle-
man about the matter. . .
Seeing the people were very atten-
tive we experimented upon them,
to see if it were interest in the
truth, or mere present -curiosity.
We therefore announced to the
hundreds present that, on the
morrow, we should speak on the
subject contained in the words,
“In my Father's house are many
mansion ; if it were not so, I would
have told you. T go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come

again, and receive you unto myself,

.in the Big Bethel disaster,

that where I am, there ye' may be
also.” But they cared not to know
about the Father's House, and its
many mansions, nor about the
coming again of Christ, or where he
will be then. Only about nineteen
had an ear to hear ; the rest stayed
on their farms, and busied them-
selves with the things that perish.
No wonder trouble comes on such a
generation.

On our return from King William,
we found a letter awaiting us from
brother Magruder. Till .then, the
last we had heard of him was that he
was in Washington, but we now
learned that he had retreated from
thence to Charlottesville, Va, Be-
fore Virginia seceded from the
Union, he was practising law in the
capital of our Shinar; but when
that event occurred, he deemed it
necessary to withdraw. Though his
excellency, Uncle Abe, had em-
ployed him as a messenger of peace
to one of the leaders of the Virginian
Convention, his “loyalty ” came to
be suspected, owing to his relation-
ship to the “rebel general,” who
afterwards so distinguished himself
It came
to be said in Washington, “ There
is General Magruder commanding
the rebel forces in Virginia, and
here is his brother walking at large
in the streets of the capital; no
doubt he is a spy.” Hearing of
such talk as this, he removed
his household effects to a friend’s
house, and sent his family off
to Virginia; while he took up
his temporary residence in Alex-
andria, then in the  possession of
the Confederates and went daily
into Washington to his office. But
on getting up one morning, he
found the street full of Federal
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preservers of the Union. Seeing
things come to this pass, he con-
cluded to retreat to the depdt, with
all possible despatch. The troops
took the same direction with a
howitzer, but for a different pur-
pose—he to depart, but they to
capture the train. Brother M.
succeeded in reaching it just as

it was moving off; while the
Federals arrived too late, not
knowing the most direct way.

However, they captured the freight
train that was about starting, and
with that all the clothing of brother
Magruder’s family, and two ambro-
types sent to us -by two brethren
in England which had been com-
mitted to brother Magruder’s care
by the brother who had brought
them thence. We were glad to hear
of his well-being in Charlottesville.
He had seen the advertisement of
our meetings in Zke Dispatch by
which he knew of our presence in
Richmond. He invited us to come
up to see him, though he thought
any attempt to get a congregation to
hear “the gospel of the Kingdom”
would be utterly useless. We did
not then know if it would be prac-
ticable to visit him ; but thought it
probable if we were compelled to
retire from Secessia by the back
door through which we had entered.
In the meantime, it occurred to us,
that through his influence with his
brother, General Magruder, we
might be saved that necessity, and
increased expense. We were not
altogether a stranger to the General.
He had attended our lecture
at the Unitarian House in Washing-
ton City, and had accompanied us
afterwards to his brother’s, upon
which occasion we conversed upon
the subject of the kingdom. He

thought our views very rational, and
was satisfied that if such a kingdom
as we taught, was to be established
in the East, and thence to rule all
nations, there must necessarily be
brought into operation a strong mili-
tary and naval force ; as nations and
governments will not surrender
authority and. power, except under
the pressure of superior force. He
is verifying this by the experiment he
is now engaged in. He said he liked
the idea, for probably his services
might then be in requisition. But
that would depend upon his believ-
ing the truth, and obeying it in the
love ofit.

Upon these premises then, we
thought we might evacuate secession-
dom by way of Yorktown and For-
tress Monroe; and therefore re-
quested Brother Magruder to write
to the General on the subject. In
answer to our request, we received
the following :—

“My dear brother,—In com-
pliance with your request, I send
you the enclosed to my brother,
which T hope may serve you success-
fully. If you are to see him, it will
be necessary for you to seek him, as
I understand his head-quarters are
movable. But will General Butler
let you pass on? Is there no fear
he would detain you as a suspicious
character? T think you run a great
risk. I mention this as worthy of
careful consideration beforehand.
It occurs to me that you might save
yourself some time and expense by
forwarding to General Magruder the
enclosed, in one from yourself, and
thus learning directly whether he
would pass you through his lines,
He may be prohibited by orders
from the higher powers. I see they
are getting more and more stringent
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in all our armies. They fear infor-
mation of the number and position
of troops may thus be communicated.
Let me hear from you again, and as
often as you can. Yours faithfully
in the truth,

A. B. MAGRUDER.”
Charlottesville, Aug. 3rd, 1861.
The following is a copy of the

letter referred to in the above :—
Charlottesyille, Va., Aug. 3rd, 1861.
“My dear brother,—You will
probably remember the bearer of
this, my friend Dr. Thomas, whom
you met at my house, and heard
him lecture at Washington, The
doctor resides with his family near
Hoboken, N.]J., that location suiting
his purposes as an editor and author

publishes his periodical known as
the ““ Herald of the Kingdom.” He
has lived long in Virginia where, he
has many friends and brethren as
you know. Dr. T. is an English-
man, and he is not I need scarce
assure you, in any Sense, a Sus-
picious character. He very wisely

and its complications, regarding his
mission as having far different aims.
He came into Virginia through the
south-west : he came here entirely
on private business and to see his
brethren. He has recently lectured
in Richmond and elsewhere in Vir-

count of the greatly increased ex-
pense, to avoid the long route

return direct, viA Yorktown and
Fortress Monroe. He therefore
visits your camp or head-quarters
to obtain your permit through your
Can you not
send him to Gen. Butler at Old
Point, whence he can by steamer

get to Baltimore? I donotknow the
nature of your rules in this respect,
nor whether, if at Old Point, Gen.
Butler will allow him to proceed:
these are chances and contingencies
the doctor must risk. But I can
assure you with perfect safety that
Dr. Thomas will abuse no confi-
dence which you may repose in him,
for there is no man for whose integ-

“rity and honour I would more readily

vouch. I hope you may be able to
extend to him the assistance and
facility he wishes at your hands
which will be thankfuily appreciated
by him, and also by,
My dear brother,
Yours most affectionately,
A. B. MAGRUDER.
Gen. Magruder,
Head-quarters, Yorktown, Va.
Matters being so far arranged, we
next proceeded to fill our appoint-
ment in Lunenburg. Preliminary
to this it was necessary to get a pass.
We had obtained our former pass by
introduction to Col. French, the
Governor’s Aid, through a brother
who was acquainted with him. As
it was granted without question, and
expecting to find the Colonel in the
office, we concluded to apply on our
own responsibility. We did not,
however, find the Colonel there, and
his deputy had not seen us before. .
We asked for a pass to Burkeville,
Prince Edward county. He eyed us
obliquely, and asked us who we
were? We told him. Did any-
body know us? Yes, many. Did
we live in Richmond? Yes, for the
time being. We had better bring a
letter from someone who knew us.
We objected that it was too hot to
be travelling over the city after such
a letter, that Col. French knew us,
and that he might as well give the
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pass at once. But if I do that I
may be giving it to a suspicious
character. While making this re-
mark, however, he was engaged in
writing out the pass, and remem-
bering that I had the former pass
for King William I presented it to
him, and asked bim if he knew that
signature. “ Oh,” said he, “if you
had shown me that, I would have
given you one directly.” On receiv-
ing the pass we thanked him, and
requested him to take such a look at
us that he would not forget us, for
we might have to apply again, and it
was very inconvenient on all occa-
sions to be proving one’s identity.
“Qh,” said he,” *“there will be no
difficulty hereafter, for I shall be
sure to know you again,” We got
our ticket at the depdt, but heard
one refused, because he had not ob-
tained a pass. He said he had not
long come in and had no time to
get one, and he would go anyhow.
What became of him we know
not ; but do not see that he would
have any difficulty in doing as he
said. On ‘arriving at Burkeville,
we ‘were met at the depdt by
brother Hamlin, who was expect-
ing us, and waiting to convey us
to his house, about three miles off.
We remained here till four o’clock
next morning, when brethren Hamlin
and Ellis accompanied us to our
old friend White’s, about ten miles
off, to breakfast. This disposed off,
we renewed our journey with an in-
creased company, to Good Hope,
about twelve miles distant. This
was Saturday, August oth. This
house belongs to the brethren, and
is commodious. As is usual there,
the congregations are always con-
siderable, the brethren themselves
making quite a respectable assembly.

We were gratified to see them once
more, though not so much on hear-
ing that the war fever had disturbed
the temperature of some of them.
From what,we had heard, we judged
that it would be wholesome to ** put
them in remembrance ” of the neces-
sity of walking in the truth, as well
as of getting into Christ, if they
would attain to his kingdom and
glory.

If they were possessed with the
spirit of war, and made war
speeches to ignorant multitudes, to
stir up their ungodly lusts, to hate
their enemies and take vengeance
of them, what difference was there

between their spirit, and that
of the world? As Christians
we must not mingle in the

strife, but be quiet, come what will ;
and if the contending parties wi.l
not let us alone, then clear out from
under their dominion. The saints
had nothing to do with patriotism,
or zeal for the country of one’s birth
or adoption. Christ, who is the
Elder Brother and the First-Born of
the Divine Family, “left them an
example, that they should walk in
his steps,”—1 Pet. ii. 21." He was
no patriot, nor did he inculcate
patriotism, according to the flesh.
He wept over the faithlessness and
disobedience of Jerusalem, the
future throne of his dominion ; but
he neither fought for it nor exhorted
his countrymen to do so, in view of
the invasion of Judea, and the des-
truction of the city and temple by
the Romans. On the contrary, he
sent his armies against it, and told
his friends in Judea to flee
to the mountains, and those in
the midst of it to emigrate,
and those in the countries of the
Gentiles not to enter it ; for that



54 i DR.. THOMAS'S VISIT, -

['l‘he()llmtldu hisn
Feb..1,.1887,

those who neglected his warning
should fall by the sword, and be
led away into slavery among all
nations. The saints who are really
such have no zeal nor enthusiasm
for anything but the truth and its
interests. 'Their country is the land
promised to Abrabam and his seed;
and the commonwealth of their
adoption, Israel’s, in the day of
Christ. Instead of the Star-spangled
Banner or the Confederate Flag,
theirs is the ensign of Judah’s
Lion, to be planted on Zion, when
the dominion shall come to her (Isa.
v. 26 ; xi. To-12; xvill. 3; xlix, 22 ;
lix. 19: Ixil. 10; Mic iv. %-8).
This 1s the banner that exhausts all
our patriotism. The Royal Stand-
ard of the Kingdom, whose ample
folds will be unfurled by the Majesty

of the Heavens, when he shall invade
the peoples with his troops (Hab.
iii. 3-16). ,

Brother Hamlin, being under the
necessity of returning home, left his
carriage and horses with the driver
at our disposal, so long as we might
require them. We accordingly ac-
cepted brother F. Lester’s invitation
to go home with him, distant from
the meeting about eight miles, and
over one of the worst roads in
America; but being an old and
tried friend, and a worthy brother,
as we believe, we were willing to
encounter the difficulties and - risks,
for the sake of his company at the
far end. In the morning we returned
to good Hope, at which our appoint-
ment stood for 11 a.m.

(2o be Continued.)

Despise not your inferiors. They can
no more help being what they are than
you. If you are better than they, it is
cause for gratitude —not for pride.

Tae HuMaN FaMmipLv.—The human
family living to-day on earth consists of
about 1,450,000,000 individuals ; not less ;
probably more. These are distributed over
the earth’s surface, so that now there is no
considerable part where man is not found.
In Asia, where he was first planted, there
are now approximately about 800,000,000,
densely crowded ; on an average 120 to
the square mile. In Europe there are
320,000,000, averaging 100 to the square
‘mile, notsocrowded, but everywhere dense,
andat points over-populated. In Africathere
are 210,000,000, In America, North and
South, there are 110,000,000, - relatively
thinly scattered and recent. In the Is-
Jands, large and small, probably 10,000,000.
The extremes of the white and black are as
five to three ; the remaining 700,000,000,
intermediate, brown and tawny. Of the
race 500,000,000 are well clothed—that is;
wear garments of some kind to cover their
nakedness ; 700,000,000 are semi.clothed,
covering inferior parts of the body;
250,000,000 are practically naked. Of the
race, 500,000,000 live in houses partly

furnished with the appointments of civiliza-
tion ; 700,000,000 in huts or caves with no
furnishing ; 260,000,000 have nothing that
can be called a home, are barbarous and
savage. The range is from the topmost
round — the Anglo-Saxon civilization,
which is the highest known—down to
naked savagery. ‘The portion of the race
lying below the line of human condition
is at the very least three-fifths of the whole,
or 900,000,000. (So says the Mont eal
Insurance and Finance Chronicle, from
which the above clip is forwarded by
brother Evans. It requires to be added
that the case is worse than the figures
show. The two-fifths (or five hundred
millions) assumed by these statistics to be
above or level with the line of ‘‘human
condition,” are almostall of them an abyss
below the line of what that condition
ought to be. This is apparent to those
who have conceived by Bible help what
that condition is, and to those only, To
such the Kingdom of God is of inexpres-
sible interest as the very remedy humancon-
dition calls for. The populous human family
is interesting as the material on which this
remedial operation is to be performed.
Apart from this, it is an overwhelming
nightmare.—ED. C.) o
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HOW LONG

On Jordan’s bank the Arab’s camel strays,
On Zion’s hill, the False One’s servant prays ;
: The Baal adorer bows on Sinai’s steep, .
: Yet there, even there, O God, thy thunder’s sleep.

There, where thy finger scorched the tablet stone,
There, where thy shadow to thy people shone;
Thy glory shrouded in ‘its garb of fire,

Thyself none living see and not expire,

O, in thy lightnings, let thy glance appear,

Sweep from his shivéred hand, the oppressor’s spear ;
How long by tyrants shall thy land be trod?

How long thy Temple worshipless, O God?

A Sister's Early Memory.

The devil finds his chance when a man
is idle—the Bible devil, of course : there is
no other. Moral : Always have something
useful to do. :

INEVITABLE.—General Wallace (a pop-
ular American author) chanced to meet
Colonel Ingersoll during the writing of a
book involving the life of Christ. Inger-
soll’s talk determined him to investigate
and decide for himself as to the divinity of
Christ.  For five years he studied the life
of Christ and the history and customs of
Judea and the Jews. He had gone but a
few steps when he came to the conclusion
that Christ was divine. When his book
was completed, he went to the Holy Land,
and spent months in visiting every place
referred to, in order to verify his work.
Not one word required to be changed.

GoG AND MaGoG.—The secular papers
sometimes stumble into a recognition of
Bible things. The Saturday Review, speak-
ing of the Eastern Question, and the Rus-
sian candidate to the Bulgarian throne,
asks : ¢ What right has Europe to expose
Bulgaria, not only to the indignity of
having a semi-barbarous, though long
‘descended, nobody from 2ke regions of Gog
.and Magog set over her, not only to the
costly opération of pensioning and estab-
lishing the said nobody and those about
him at her expense but to a repetition of
all the trouble which she has had for years
past in getting rid of Russian leading-
strings and Russian wire-pullers?”

-

THE CoNDITION OF TURKEY.—** Few
ot our readers have an idea of the terrible
condition of the subject races of Turkey.
They are oppressed and taxed in every
conceivable manner with the result that
the poverty among them is so deep and
intense that our beggars would be men of
mark among them. One-tenth of all the
crops has to be at once paid over to the
government, which own a large proportion
of the land. Then there are ten separate
taxes. Everything is taxed. The babe of
a week old has to pay the soldier tax, as
the subject races are not allowed to enter
the army, and are compelled to pay for
their quota of Turkish soldiers. Then
there is a tax on every animal—every
hotse, cow, pig, and even on every fruit
tree. Enterprise or industry is nipped in
the bud at once. The peasants are com-
pelled to work without pay, whenever the
government desires it on the fortifications
or on other public works. Their con-
venience is not consulted in the least, and
they are often called away by the soldiers
for two or three weeks, in the middle of
seeding time, and their crops are thus lost,
They are even compeiled to find their own
food when absent. When a large tax is
wanted from a village, a squad of soldiers
is sent there and billeted in the different
houses, where they commit nameless atroci-
ties.—Montreal Insurance and Finance
Chronicle
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CHRIST: HIS LIFE AND WORK 1,800 YEARS AGO.

By THE EDITOR.

CHAPTER XX.—“ FrRoM MATTHEW’s FEaAsT TO THE CURE OF THE
Two BLIND MEN.”

MATTHE\V, as a publican, was a man in good circumstances. He was

consequently able to do what his affection for Christ inclined him to do
on accepting his invitation to become his follower and companion. *He
made him a great feast in his own house,” to which he invited ¢‘a great com-
pany of publicans and others.” The great company included ‘‘ many publicans
and sinners ” who came and sat down with Christ and his disciples—a com-
pany, not of the select order—not such as would suit a punctilious ‘‘ respec-
tability ” in that or any other age :—a company made up of the lower class, the
toiling class, and such even as were not irreproachable on the score of principle or
behaviour. The Pharisees, keenly watching everymovement, wereshocked or pro-
fessed to be shocked that Christ should keep such company. They took the first
opportunity of attacking the disciples on the subject—afraid apparently of
addressing themselves direct to Christ. ‘* Why eateth your master wit/e pub-
licans and sinners?” Why not with the righteous of the nation? This
catechetical insinuation was very telling: It was more effective than a direct
imputation. A thing hinted at is always felt more keenly than a thing plainlysaid,
The disciples no doubt were embarrassed by the question,and did not know what
to say. They reported the question to Christ. His rejoinder was one of the many
master strokes that at last made the Pharisees afraid to encounter him. There
was no rudeness in it; on the contrary, it was gentle and grave. By the
simple assertion of unquestionable truth, he made the question of the Pharisees
recoil with withering force on themselves, ‘“They that are whole need
not a physician, but they that are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance.” What could they say? The company to which they
objected, if sinners, were the sick : why were not the Pharisees (the professional
healers of the people) attending to them? How could they find fault-with
him for doing it? There was no answer. It was a mouth-shutter. It

‘bore another way. The Pharisees were the righteous in their own estimation,

Therefore, on their own premises, it was needless to look after them. He
followed up his delightfully-powerful answer with an adjuration only a little
less severe to men who professed to be teachers: *‘go and learn what that
meaneth ; I will have mercy and not sacrifice.” The Scribes and Pharisees
laid great stress on the divine obligation of the sacrifices which were profit-
able to them. Jesus now reminds them that God, who had appointed the

" sacrifices, had also declared that those very sacrifices were not acceptable to

him, and even an abomination to Him when offered without that sentiment
of merciful kindness in which the institution had its very origin. (Amos v
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21-24; Is. i. 11-17.) Against this attitude of mercy to the poor and the
needy, they were now placing themselves in objecting to Christ’s familiar
association with the common people ; and they had their answer, which had
no tendency to mollify them, but the reverse. It made them more and more
bitter and inclined to put the worst construction upon all he did.

They took advantage of his very eating to raise an evil report. They did it
gently at first. They did it by way of question, and they made use of other
people, though at last they spurted it out in the directness and heat of in-
flamed animosity : *“ Behold a g/utfornous man and a wine-bibber—the friend
of publicans and sinners.” If the action of the Son of God could be thus
misrepresented, what can his friends expect who can never attain his perfec-
tion? The Pharisees approached the subject at first through John’s disciples.
Some of John's disciples had a difficulty about the difference bétween John’s
ways and Christ’s. John was abstemious and given to periodical fasting,
which he also enjoined upon his disciples, as befitting the exigencies of the
spiritual reformation he had come to effect in preparation for Christ. But
Christ was a free eater, and laid no obligation of fasting upon his disciples.
The Pharisees, putting them forward, and taking part with them, asked
Christ on the subject: ‘“Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft; but thy
disciples fast not ?”” Christ’s answer was an effective question turning upon
a custom of the country, which is more or less a custom of all countries—viz:,
to make a wedding a time of festivity : ‘‘ Can the children of the bride
chamber mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them ?” Fasting is a con-
comitant of mourning, and would be out of place in a joyful situation. This
was the argument of his question, which assumed that he was the
bridegroom, and that it was a happy circumstance for them to
have him with them. So it was. He said so plainly, ¢ Me
ye have not always™ (Mar. xiv. 7) *“As long as I am in the world, I am
the light of the world” (Jno. ix. 5). ¢ Walk while ye have the light,
lest darkness come upon you” (xii. 35). The fact thus affirmed would be
patent to all the people, though it might be denied by the Scribes and Pharisees ;
and therefore his words had great force : ¢ as long as they (the disciples) have
the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.” No, indeed! He was the light of
their eyes, and the joy of their heart, and the strength of their ways. His
presence excluded the very idea of fasting. It would have been as much out
of place in their circumstances as a new piece of cloth in a rotten garment, or
new wine in decayed wine-skins. But there was shortly to be a change, He
would not always be with them., The fact was sorrowfully before his mind,
and he now gives it utterance in prophetic words affecting ourselves in so far
as we painfully participate in their fulfilment: ‘ THE DAYS WILL COME when
the bridegroom shall be taken atway from them : and then shall they fast in those
days” (Mar. ii. 20). These days did come ; and they have long prevailed—-
so long that some 1en say he was never here, and many others, that
though he was once here, he will never be here again. They are
sorrowful . days, in which faith has much hard work to resist the
blighting effect of the darkness and the cold, But they will come to an end.
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Christ, whose words are proved true by the very darkness of the time, has
said, “ If I go away, I will come again, and your heart shall rejoice.”

We are not told at what time of the day Matthew’s dedicatory feast, at which
his keen passage of arms occurred, was held. It was probably a mid-day gather-
ing. The incident with which it concluded could not well have happened at
night. The principal rabbi at one of the synagogues, Jairus by name, came
forward into the presence of Christ in a state of mental agony. He had only
one daughter, about twelve years of age, and the child lay at the point of
death. In fact, the distracted father was sure she was ‘‘now dead.” He
prostrated himself before Christ, and earnestly besought him to come to her,
exressing the confidence that if he would lay his hand upon her, she would live.
Jesus respected the man’s faith, and rose from his place at the board. The
father led the way out of the house, and Jesus followed him, accompanied by
his disciples. In addition to the disciples, a great crowd followed. The com-
pany in Matthew’s house had witnessed the rabbi’s petition, and as Jesus
passed out, word would quickly pass among the people outside that he was going
to bring a dead child to life. They eagerly went after him, and “thronged him,”

_jostling against him, as is the manner of crowds.

On the way, he stopped, and the crowd gathered round. He asked them
who had touched him. No one answered. He repeated his question ; still
all were silent. Pressing his question, the multitude, wondering what could
be the meaning of it, began to say one to another, *Not I: not I.” Jesus
said, ‘‘ Some one hath touched me, for I perceive that virtue is gone out of
me.” Peter suggested that a good many had touched Christ, and that the
question scarcely seemed called for: ¢ Thou seest the multitude thronging thee :
and sayest thou, ‘who touched me?’” Jesus had a reason for his ques-
tion. He had been touched in a way that was not mechanical. He
was conscious of healing virtue having passed out of him in re-
sponse to a touch that was a touch of faith, He knew who
had done it. It was not for information that he asked the
question, ‘but to call attention to one of the many ¢ works” by which
God was manifested and glorified in him. He looked round the crowd, and
fixed his eyes on a woman. She cowered beneath his calm searching gaze.
She knew what had happened, and she now felt that he knew, and that it was
no use concealing the matter. “‘Fearing and trembling and knowing what
was done in her,” she came forward, *‘and fell down before him and told him
all the truth,” What was the truth? That she had for twelve years suffered
from a debilitating flux, for which she had in vain and at much expense, con-
sulted every likely doctor. Hearing of Christ, she had come to the conclusion
that if she could only get near enough to him to touch the hem of his robe, she
would be healed ; and she had that day seized upon her first opportunity with
the anticipated result. She now felt in herself that she was cured, but she was
in that state of mind that leads a person to feel they must most humbly apolo-
gise for having taken a great and unwarrantable liberty. Christ’s object was
realised in the eliciting from the woman this statement of the facts. He soon

_calmed her fears. ¢ Daughter, be of good comfort : thy faith hath made thee

whole. Go in peace and continue whole of thy plague.”
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In this we have an insight into what might be called the physical aspect of
Christ’s miracles, and of all miracles. Though above nature, they are opera-
tions of real power acting upon and in nature. They are not magical. There
was material ‘‘virtue"’in the person of Christ, with which his very clothesbecame
charged, so that in the performance of works of healing, ¢ there went virtue
out of him and healed them all ” (Lu, vi. 19). The same thing is observable
in the case of Paul afterwards, who was filled with the same spirit: * God
wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul, so that from Ais body were
brought unto the sick kazndkerchiefs or aprons and the diseases departed from
them, and the evil spirits went out of them ” (Actsxix. 11—I2). In the case
of Peter also, we read that * they brought forth the sick into the streets and’
laid them on beds and couches that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by
might over-shadow some of them . . . and they were healed every one”
{Acts v. 15—16). This was the fulfilment of Christ's promise : * The works
that I do, ye (the apostles) shall do also, and greater works than these shall
ye do because I go unto my Father.” The works in both cases were done by
the same power, “ The power of the Lord was present to heal ” (Lu. v 17.)
The power of the Lord is real power. It is the power out of which all things
have been made. It is what modern philosophers have conceived to them-
selves as ““force.” Itis a reality, theugh a reality out of human control.
When this is clearly apprehended, there will be no lability to fall into the,
mistake of those who class the miracles of Christ and his apostles with the
achievements of mesmerists and so-called ¢‘faith-healers.” They are not in
the same category at all, though related to the same power. Human beings
have life-power, which they can in certain conditions irradiate from themselves
by the action of the will, and by means of it can produce certain effects. But
the power is weak. It is strictly within the organic limits assigned to the
human organization in the construction imparted by the will of the
Creator, and can accomplish nothing beyond those limits. Streaming
from the eye, it may deflect a needle suspended by a silk thread, but
it cannot stop a storm. It may stimulate secretions in the living body, but it
cannot produce bread on the spot to feed thousands. It may impart a mo-
mentary vigour to a debilitated organ, but it cannot make a dead man alive.
There is a certain faint resemblance between its mode of action and the
miraculous operations of Jesus and the apostles ; but there is no more parallel
than between the working of a machine and the motions of the heavenly
bodies. The one is the power of nature, as forming part of the constitution
of nature, and strictly bounded by the laws of nature ; the other is the work-
ing of the energy that produced nature, and can therefore control nature so
absolutely that *‘ nothing is impossible with God.” The one is the power of
man, the other the power of God, between which the gulf is unfathomable and
immeasurable, This is shown in any comparison that may be made between
the works of all who ever went before or came after Christ.

Having comforted the cured but disturbed woman, Jesus was about to re-
sume his journey to the house of Jairus, when messengers arrived, and ad-

, dressing themselves to Jairus, said there was no need to trouble Jesus further ;
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that all was over: his daughter had just expired. We can imagine the effect
which such an announcement would produce on the fond and distracted
father. Jesus had seen the arrival of the messengers and had heard their mes-
sage, and had noticed its effect, and he turned to the father and said ; *‘ Fear
not ; only believe, and she shall be made whole.” From the mouth of an ordi-
nary physician, such words would have been mockery. How could the little
girl be ‘““made whole” when she was actually dead? But Jairus and
others had seen and heard enough of this man to dispose them to rest with
indefinite expectancy on anything he might say. Probably, therefore, Jairus
was comforted by his words. He would probably find it easy to conform to

. the adjuration, “Only believe.” It is remarkable how constantly this con-
dition is required in connection with the miracles of Jesus and the apostles, We
have seen it in connection with the woman who stole a cure, as it were, while
Jesus was on his way to Jairus., Christ told her her faith had saved her. To
another he said, ¢ 7%y faitk hath made thee whole” (Luke xvii. 19). To
another, ‘“Receive thy sight. 7%y fazi¢h hath saved thee” (Luke xviii.
42).  Still more emphatic, he said to another, *“ If thou canst believe, a// things
are possible to him that believeth ” (Mark ix. 23) ; and one of his miracles he
prefaced by the inquiry, *° Believe ye that I am able to do this?” (Mark ix.
28). It is recorded of Paul in the cure of an afflicted man at Lystra, that he
¢¢ perceived that he had faith to be healed ” (Acts xiv. 9).

This prommence of faith as an accompaniment of works of healing has given
rise to evil surmise, and led to some imposture. Some have imagined that the
effects called miracles were not the result of God’s power at all, but of credulous-
ness in the subjects operated upon. Others, like the Mormons, have assumed
the ability to work miracles, but allege the want of faith on the part of their
hearers to be the cause of their inability to show them. Both ideas spring
from an incomplete apprehension of the facts. Though faith was a desired and
suitable accessory to miraculous operation, it was not indispensable to the
exercise of that power on the part of either Christ or his apostles. Walking
on the sea, stilling the storm, the multiplication of five loaves to feed
thousands of people, and the raising of the dead —were all operations that
could have no assistance of faith from the subjects operated upon. So in the
case of the apostles ; it required no faith in Ananias and Sapphira to be struck
dead, or in the prison doors for them to open. The power of God
is irresistible, and ‘‘needs not help from man,” But there is nothing in this
inconsistent with the requirement that men who are to be benefitted by the exer-
cise of that power should honour God by putting faith in the operation. No
doubt the exercise of faith predisposes for its effectual working ; but it has no
more power to produce the effects than favourablg soil has to bring forth choice
plants without seed or planting. Men have only to try to produce the
miracles of Christ by faith to see how incapable faith is without the co-opera-
tion of the power of God. And as for those who say they could work miracles
if people only had faith, let them try their hand on their own lame, blind, and
dead, and their mistake will be apparent. Though Christ asked faith and
esteemed it highly, he did not have to wait for it in order to he able to show
forth the power of God,
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Having asked Jairus to have faith, Jesus quickly went forward to Jairus’
house where the dead child lay. He appears to have forbidden the crowd to
follow, and to have allowed only Peter and James and John to accompany
him, with the father of the damsel. Arrived at the house, he found the pro-
fessional mourners in full work. .This is a feature peculiar to Oriental life,
especially in the days of Jesus, as all are aware. 'When a death occurs, these
people will do any amount of demonstrative mourning for a consideration,
They can ‘“ weep and wail”’ to order, and ‘“ make a great ado.” They had
in this case doubtless heard the little girl was dying, and were early in attend-
ance for the job, When Jesus arrived, he found them ‘ making a great
tumult.” He asked them to stop: ‘ Why make ye this ado and weep?”
Why? Didn't he know? A chief man’s nice little daughter of twelve just
dead? Oh, yes, he knew. He knew more than they did. The girl was
dead and not dead. ‘“The damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.” But the pro-
fessional mourners-—a callous and melancholy set-—knew not the speaker.
They heard his words, and interpreting them by their poor light, they saw
only cause of mirth in them. ¢ They laughed him to scorn.” We can almost
hear their ““ha ha'’s ” as they twisted and grinned under the absurdity of the
statement that the girl who lay a corpse in the house was ‘‘not dead.”

Why did Jesus say the damsel was not dead when she was really dead? For
a reason that we may easily apprehend if we can imagine ourselves possessed
as he was of the power of restoring a dead person. Such a person we would
naturally think of asin a state of suspended animation merely. Even in
natural relations, we only recognize a person as dead when he is beyond the
action of restorative agency. He may be to all intents and purposes dead, as
when in a drowning case, he has been in the water for twenty minutes or half
an hour before he is taken out; or when he has swooned off into a pulseless
state of unconsciousness, through the stoppage of the action of the heart : we do
not consider him dead if we possess the means of remaving the cause that has
suspended vitality for the time being, though left as he is, decomposition will
certainly commence. In the case of Christ, he had the power to remove the
conditions that had stopped the life of Jairus’ child, and because he intended
to use that power, he could not recognize the child as dead—in the state,
namely, in which the cause of death was beyond the power of removal. To
him, she was but in a sleep, though for the time being really dead. We see
the same thing in the case of Lazarus, whom Jesus was intending to raise : he
said, ““Our friend Lazarus sleepeth.” The disciples thought he spoke
literally. ‘ Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Zazareus s dead” (Jno. ix.
14.) It was the relation of ideas that led him to speak of *‘sleep”
in both cases, Jesus, beckoning to the father, got the house cleared
of the noisy heartless ‘‘ wailers,” and with the father and mother of the damsel,
and the three apostles mentioned, he entered the chamber where the dead
child Iay. He at once took the child by the hand and said, ‘“Damsel, I say
unto thee, Arise.” Immediately the vital energy of the spirit entered and
transfused and healed the lifeless frame: the child opened her eyes, and
rose, and stood on the floor, as the natural impulse of the returned sensibili-
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ties' of health would incline, in the presence of strangers. Jesus handed the
child to her parents, to their inexpressible astonishment, and advised them
to give her something to eat. The child, wasted by fever and now restored
to healthy life, would be in need of nourishment. Gladly, we may imagine,
would the parents comply with his direction. But they could not get over the
surprise of their child’s restoration, and were evidently in a mood to speak
emphatically on the subject. Jesus advised them to say nothing about it to
any one for the reason that led him in previous cases to avoid public sensa-
tion. * But he could not prevent the inevitable, ‘“The fame thereof went
abroad through all that land.”

Leaving the house of Jairus, he was accosted by two blind men who learnt
from the hum and talk of the crowd that Jesus was passing. He took no
notice of them at first. They followed him, calling aloud as they went,
“ Thow Son of David, have mercy upon us.” The people knew that the
Messiah was to be the son of David. They were disposed to regard this man

*as the Messiah because of his mighty works. Therefore it was the popular mood
to speak of him as the son cf David, though they probably knew little or nothing
of his family extraction. Jesus allowed the men to continue their invocation
without attending to them, and walked on till he came to the house where he
abode in Capernaum, which he entered, and sat down, the crowd probably
lingering outside. The blind men persevered, and found their way at last
into the presence of Christ in the house. They renewed their entreaty .
to be cured of their blindness. The Lord dealt with the matter in a
much more interesting manner than by at once granting their request, as un-
skilful kindness would have done. He said, ‘‘ Believe ye that I am able to
do this?” They at once answered affirmatively, upon which Jesus said,
¢¢ According to your faith be it unto you,” and, touching their eyes, restored
their sight. The men were delighted : but Jesus told them to enjoy the gift of
God in quietness, and say nothing of it to any man—a commandment which
they did not and could not possibly obey : ‘“ When they were departed, they
spread abroad the fame in all the country.” In all this there is a perfect life
picture. There is nothing artificial or manufactured in it. How sadly noble
the desire of Jesus to avoid public ovation while showing forth the glory and
power of the Father i the performance of miracles :—it is in barmony even with
the poor specimens of worth and modest manhuod we are sometimes permitted
to know even now. How unlike the impostor or charlatan to entreat the sub-
jects of his benefaction to keep the matter secret ! How like human nature,
for the blind men to disregard Christ’s request, and blaze the matter abroad to
the utmost. How godlike for Christ to let them persevere in their request
before granting it : to even interpose an obstacle to put their earnestness to the
test: and to extort a confession of their faith before imparting the coveted
benefit.
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HE IS COMING.

He is coming, and the tidings
Are rolling wide and far,
As light flows out in gladness

From yon fair morning star.

He is coming ; and the tidings
Sweep through the willing air,

With hope that ends for ever
Time’s ages of despair.

01d earth from dreams of slumber
Wakes up and says, Amen ;

Land and ocean bid Him welcome,
Flood and forest join the strain.

He is coming, and the mountains
~ Of Judea ring again ;
Jerusalem awakens,

And shouts her glad Amen.

He is coming ; wastes of Horeb,
Awaken and rejoice ;

Hills of Moab, cliffs of Edom,
Lift the long-silent voice !

He is coming, sea of Sodom
To heal the leprous brine,
To give back palm and myrtle

The olive and the vine.

He is coming, blighted Carmel,
To restore thy olive bowers ;
He is coming faded Sharon,
To give thee back thy flowers.

Sons of Gentile-trodden Judah
Awake ; behold he comes ;

Landless and kingless exiles,
Re-seek your long-lost homes.

Back to your ancient valleys

Which your fathers loved so well
In their now crumbled cities

Let their children’s children dwell.

Drunk the last drop of wormwood
From your nation’s bitter cup

The bitterest, but the latest—
Make haste, and drink it up

For He the true Messiah
Thine own anointed King,.

He comes in love and glory,
Thy endless joy to bring.

Yes, He thy King is coming
To end thy woes and wrongs ;
To give thee joy for mourning,
To turn thy sighs to songs ;

To dry the tears of age ;

To give thee, as of old,
The diadem of beauty,

The crown of living gold ;

To lift thee from the sadness,
To set thee on the throne ;
Messiah’s chosen nation
His best beloved one.

The stain and dust of exile
To wipe from thy weary feet,
With songs of glorious triumph,
Thy glad return to greet.

Selected.

THE THING THAT 15 WANTED.—The
Bishop of Manchester preaching said that
in this wavering and uncertain age, when
men hardly knew their own minds, when all
people worshipped public opinion and so
few would tell the truth, the thing men
wanted was enlightened decision. Of what
use was public opinion if it was not truth?
People could hold up their hands for any-
thing and get anything done, but they could
not decide about the right andwrong of their

action. There was only one thing to be
done, and that was to learn what was.
the truth. Was there a God? If so,
was it Jehovah, or Mammon—that dumb
idol that nine men out of ten worshipped ?
Ifit be God, acknowledge him openly—
he would almost say ostentatiously, [Good
advice, Mr. Bishop, but it will never be
followed, till ““the Lord come forth
from his place to punish the inhabitants of
the earth for their inquity.”—ED. ]
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MEDITATIONS ON THE WAYS OF THE DEITY.

“The truth in the present day is like the book of the law in the time of
Josiah—hidden away and lost sight of. Certain ones have lighted upon
this priceless treasure. The truth has revealed to such that there has been
a wholesale departure from the way of God, that the world around is
uttlerly sunk in iniquity, and, that, as in the case of Josiah’s con-
temporaries, the wrath of God is impending. Let those who in these days
thave found “the book of the law” diligently follow Josiah’s example, by
amaking themselves acquainted with its contents, by humbling themselves
hefore God, and by actively and persistently endeavouring to enlighten
their neighbours. Josiah’s character is that exhibited by all the faithful,
viz,, 1st, a supreme regard for God and His word, and, zndly, a practical
love for others. “To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and
-of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.”

Before the kingdom can be reached, there is much weary travelling to be
-endured—travelling which tends to lessen if not to dispel the delight with
which the journey was commenced. Oftentimes we are tempted to mur-
mur or to wish we had not started. Our experience in this matter may be
likened to some of the long trips occasionally taken for recreation and
health. The prospect of the destination and its accompanying good is
joyous. The journey is begun with cheerfulness and freshness. In time,
however, it grows tedious, and gradually produces the inclination to
grumble, and the wish that it had not been undertaken. But time carries
-one through it. The end is reached, and the pleasure realised. What is
the lesson? In our spiritual pilgrimage, let us not bemoan its attendant
hardships, but cheer up! Let us reason like men upon the situation. Let
us recognise its comparative shortness, and buoy ourselves with the joy to
which we are hastening, remembering that the fatigue which we are now
.experiencing will intensify the happiness when attained.

An upright, reflective man without the Bible, must of all men be most
miserable. He sees things around all wrong—bitterly wrong—and he
realises that he and the wisest of his contemporaries are impotent to right
them. History tells him that matters get worse, and not better. Reason-
ing upon the past, he is deprived of hope in looking towards the future
‘The logical force of his principles shuts him up to the comfortless proposi-
tion that what has been must, so far as he can tell, ever continue to
be. He asks why are things so? But he asks in vain. How transcend-
ently beautiful is the Bible solution! Let it be prized by those who know
it! What is the solution? That the time is rapidly approaching when al}
evil will be abolished, when the earth will be freed from the curse which
now affects it, when all its inhabitants will be sinless, deathless, and glorious,
when there will obtain “ glory to God in the Highest ” and peace and good-
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will among all men. - Is not this divine? The sceptic may confidently
be asked, Is this an unreasonable and improbable finality ?

“ How often would I have gathered thy children together, even as 2 hen
gathereth her chickens nnder her wings, and ye would not!” Thus spake
the Father (through Christ) to Israel. What condescension! Consider
the tenderness, the regard, and the love which underlie the expression.
But the charm of the passage for us lies here: Israel's God is our God,
and His character remains unchanged. He is still “ very pitiful and of
tender mercy ”—* as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear him.” This is difficult to realise in the midst of the evil and
darkness that prevail. Apart from the eye of faith, it cannot be perceived.
It remains a fact, however, whether the mental vision be obscured or not.
Remember Christ—the Son of God’s love! He was the subject of
adversity, humiliation, cruelty, shame, head and heart aches, and yet not
forsaken by God! The angels had charge concerning him in all his ways !
The attainment by him of life, fulness of joy, and pleasures for evermore
is an irrefragable proof of the Father’s unceasing care and compassion.

The infallibity of the Bible is stamped by the .Apostolic injunctions
concerning the “ One Faith,” and the oneness of mind to be maintained
in regard to it. Paul wrote to the Roman believers: * With one mind,
and one mouth glorify God ”—To the Corinthians: ‘“All speak the same
thing »—To the Galatians: *Stand fast therefore in the liberty where-
with Christ hath made us free ”—To the Ephesians : “ Giving diligence to
keep the unity of the spirit” (R. v.)—T¢ the Philippians: * Stand fast
in the one spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of the gospel” To the
Colossians: “Walk ye in him (Christ) rooted and built up. in him,
stablished in the faith”—To the Thessalonians: *“ Prove all things; hold
fast that which is good”>—To Timothy: ‘“Hold fast the form of sound
words”—To Titus: “Hold fast the faithful word ”—To the Hebrews:
“Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines.” Obedience to
these commands is impossible apart from some unerring guide—some in-
fallible court of appeal. He who has this is also in a position to heed the
following admonitions: “Receive with meekness the engrafted word ”—
“ As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may
grow thereby.”

Between Christ and the Bible there is, whether designed or not, a
remarkable and instructive similarity. It is to be traced in their origin,
nature, name, moral character, claims, mission, teaching, characteristics,
works, history, preservation, incorruptibility, and God’s will respecting them.
The Word of God existed before it was sent forth, either in its written or
personal form—*In the beginning was the word, and the word was with-
God, and the word was God.” This word embraces God’s purpose con-
cerning the earth and man uponit. He created them not in vain, but to
manifest His glory (Is. xlv. 18; Numb. xiv. 21). “This word, which by
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the gospel is preached, endureth for ever.” The Bible is an elaboration of

this word in its multifarious bearings, but all converging upon its consumma-

tion. History confirms the verity of Deity’s utterances, foreshadows
heavenly things, and exhibits the working out of the purpose. Christ like-
wise exhibits these features. He was the word made flesh (John i. 14)
Deity’s purpose in embryo—the life made manifest—the seed which will
bud and blossom and fill the earth with fruit. God was in both Christ and
the Bible—they are one. ‘“Search the Scriptures ”—* They are they which
testify of me,” said Christ. .In like manner Christ testifieth of the Bible.
To believe one involves a belief in the other. ‘Everyone taught of God ”
cometh to the two.

Flesh and blood is a very unsatisfactory tabernacle—unsightly, unhealthy,
and in a state of unarrestable decay. So bad is it that its occupants groan.
How different was the building when first erected, when pronounced by the
Deity “ very good.” OQur first parents have the reputation_of spoiling it,
but subsequent tenants have done much to make it worse. Its owner is so
displeased with it that He has decreed its utter destruction. Men have been
warned of its dangerous and crumbling condition, and have been urged to
flee from under its roof. Some have heeded the warning, many have not,
and in consequence have perished. Man cannot live without a house. A
recognition of this is not popular, hence the apathy in regard to the state of
affairs. God has provided another house, which is “eternal in the
heavens,” “glorious,” ‘incorruptible,” *undefiled.” This house will
descend at the appointed time, and will constitute the everlasting abode of
those who will have prudently secured a habitation in it. There are many
restrictions attached to its tenancy. This will be discovered by-and-bye to
the disappointment and dismay of many who will have acted as if an
entrance into the new house were as easy an entrance into the first. FEach
applicant will have to show that he has means (1 Tim. vi- 18 ; Jas. il. 5);
that he has had a proper education (Ephes iv. 17 18); that he has ability
(r Cor. vi. z); that he has suitable attire, and good deportment (Matt.
Xx1 11, 12; 1 ‘Cor. vi. 9, 10).

- ——

Itis of importance that Paul’s authority and reliability be realised. God
bare him witness—it is upon this that onr ‘assurance concerning the
infallibility of his teaching may rest. To question Paul is to insult God.
This is involved in the apostle’s claims :—“ We speak not in words which
man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the holy spirit teacheth (x Cor. ii. 13.)
—*1 command, yet not I, but the Lord” (1 Cor. vii. 10.)—“If any man
think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the
things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord” (1 Cor.
xiv, 37.)—“As God is true, our word was not yea and nay ” (2 Cor. i. 18)

—%“We are not as many, which corrupt the word of God : but as of sin-

cerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ” (2 Cor. ii.

17)—"*For though I should boast somewhat more of our authority, which

the Lord hath given us for edification, and not for your destruction, I -

i
il
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should not be ashamed” (2 Cor. x. 8)—“If T come again, I will not spare
since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me” (2 Cor. xiii. 3)—*“Now the -
things which I write unto you, behold before God, I lie not” (Gal. i. z0}— -
“Stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether
by word, or our epistle” (z Thes. ii. 15.) What unspeakable comfort
springs from the fact that we have such a guide! . How-assuring for poor,
hesitating, fallible man! Paul’s writings may be received with the simplicity
of a child—without reservation and question. What a’contrast between
these writings and the productions of ordinary men ! » : i

What a consternation there would be if men were only to read the Bible
with the same credulity with which they read the daily paper ! Newspapers
. have recently said much about a universal war which they affirm is sooner
or later inevitable. Their surmises, their predictions, and their reasonings
have caused no small amount of stir. But how insignificant and uncertain
are their utterances when compared with what the Bible reveals upon the
subject. Just a few of theinspired sayings :—* Prepare war, - wake up the
mighty men, let' all the men of war draw near ; let them come up : beat
your ploughshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears : let the
weak say I am strong ” (Joel iii.)—“1 will gather all nations against
Jerusalem to battle” (Zec. xiv. 2)—* There shall be a time of trouble,
such as there never was since there was a nation even unto that same time” . .
(Dan. xii; 1)—*“T will plead against him with pestilence and with blood ;
and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people
that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brim-
stone ” (Ezek. xxxviil. 22.) These statements are certain, as true as history.
How mad is the world to ignore them! The scripture saith not in vain,
“Behold ye among the heathen (nations), and regard, and wonder mar-
vellously : for I work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though
it be told you.” Yes; when it is too late, men will find out that God’s |
“testimonies are very sure,” and that destruction followeth the despiser of -
them. :

Man dreads and abhors death. The Creator would not have implanted -
 in him these instincts if the grave had been his proper and originally-
intended destiny. This is a correct and logical inference, notwithstanding
that the shallow-minded sceptic affirms the contrary. Apart from the
Bible, death is an inscrutable enigma. If death claimed only the wicked,
we should perhaps be able to trace its design. But death takes wicked
and righteous alike. There exists in man an intense desire for eternal
life, and there must be a reason why its attainment (looking at the matter
apart from the Bible) has been cut off. The preservation of a death-
stricken race is in itself an argument that the grave is not the goal of man .
in the generic sense. Turning to the Scriptures, how divine is the ex-
planation which they afford of death! They reveal that death is the
result of sin, that the institution is wise because it prevents an eternal
perpetuation of evil, that it is but temporary—the race being destined to
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ultimately escape it by being brought into . harmony with the mind and
will of God. The proclamation of this purpose has been contemporary
with the reign of sin. Man has ever been unbelieving in regard to it, and
few indeed have accepted the invitation to be incorporated in it. Never-
theless, God’s purpose stands firm, though it tarry. Impatience at delay
is natural to man. Human schemes provide for this peculiarity, by
awarding heaven, endless torment, or annihilation—at death. The contrast
the Bible plan presents in this respect is an evidence of its superhuman

origin,

London.

A T.J.

A certain worldly maxim requires mend-
ing to this effect: *“ God helps those who
help others” The day of judgment will
show that the self-help of the wicked has
had no God in it-at all. Of course, we
must provide for ourselves, but there is
little fear of our coming short on this
point.

A PARABLE WITH USEFUL APPLICA-
TIONS.—** Once upon a time, the Trilobites
were the only people that had eyes, and
they were only just beginning to have them.
and some even of the Trilobites had as yet
no signs of coming sight. So that the utmost
they could know was that they were living
in darkness, and that perhaps there was
such a thing as light. But at last one of
them got so far advanced that when he
happened to come to the top of the water
in the daytime, he saw the sun. So he
went down and told the others that in
general the world was light, but there was
one great light which caused it all. Then
they killed him for disturbing the common-
wealth ; but they considered it impious to
doubt that in general the world was light,
and that there was one great light which
caused it all. And they had great disputes
about the manner in which they had come
to know this. Afterwards,another of them
got so far advanced that when he happened
to come to the top of the water in the
night-time, he saw the stars. So he went
down and told the others that the world in
general was dark, but that nevertheless
there was 2 great number of little lights in
it. Then they killed him for maintaining
false doctrines; but from that time there
was a division amongst them, and all the
Trilobites were split into two parties, some
maintaining one thing and some the other,
until such time as so many of them had

learned to see that there could be no doubt
about the matter.”—Quoted in a book
notice in the Literary Review,

VERY SAD, BUT WHO CAN HELP IT?
—Henry Spincks Smith, an old man of
77, who lived alone, and it appears was
in the truth, was found dead in his room
in London, a few weeks back. An in-
quest was held, which recorded a verdict
that death had resulted from lung disease
and want of food, Death at 77, it would
seem, should notrequire special explanation ;
but here, according to the evidence, there
were special causes. The brethren in
London had done their duty so far as means
allowed. What made the case a matter of
public interest was the fact stated by the
landlord of the deceased. He said he had
known the old gentleman for 14 or 15 years,
and during the whole of that time, he had
been engaged in perfecting a patent which
was to revolutionise steam navigation—
giving four times the ordinary speed and
with a quarter the present consumption of
fuel. Witness had never been able to see
the invention ; indeed, the deplorable con-
dition in which the deceased and his room
were found was due to the fact that the
deceased would admit no one. There was
a good deal of correspondence in the room,
showing that the deceased had had con-
siderable intercourse, verbal ancd otherwise,
with Sir Donald Currie and other large
shipowners relative to the invention. The
deceased expected £40,000 from the
Government for his patent  Witness
thought the deceased was somewhat stub-
born over the matter, as he wanted the
cash before divulging his invention. He
clung to his invention till death took it out
of his hand.  Next time he opens his eyes,
his invention will be of no value to him.
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SORROW AND WOE.

[ The lines subjoined, which have been clipped from a newspaper and sent to us by a cor-
respondent, graphically poustray the mow current situation among men as that
situation appears to thinking men, who have not been privileged to learn that the theology of
priestcvaft is not the religion of the Bible ; and that the religion of the Bible contains the
comlete solution of the dreaaful enigmas of reason.  Those who have learnt this most
enlightening and relieving lesson, ought to appreciate most kighly the benefit that has come

1o them i1 an age of distraction and woe, and to do their utmost to extend the benefit to
others.—ED,]

We live in a time-of sorrow,
A time of sorrow and change,
When the Old goeth down to destruction,
And the New cometh sadly to life,
Unshapely, unwelcome, uncared for :
When Fact is at war with Idea,
And thought hath no rest for her pinions,
No ground for her wandering feet.
A time, a time for tears to flow
Like streams when the wild rain-tempests blow,
‘Woe to the nations ! woe to them ! woe !

We live in a time of sorrow,
‘When Faith hath gone out from the earth,
And old Superstitions are dying :
‘When Opinion hath nothing to stand on
But stubble of dry mathematics,
And marrowless graveyards of logic :
‘When the few who can think look around them
And sigh that all thinking is vain.
A time, a time for cheeks to glow
At the shame and the wrong of this world below,
‘Woe to the nations ! woe to them ! woe!

We live in a time of sorrow,
When the ship that bears our lives
Hath neither crew nor pilot,
And drives through the merciless billows,
The cloud and the lightning above it,
The rocks and the whirlpools under ;
‘When the men and the women and children
Sit wringing their hands, imploring
The gods who alone can savs.
A time, a time when the world shall know
How deep the roots of its misery grow.
Woe to the nations ! woe to them ! woe !
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We live in a time of sorrow,
When men have no thought but of money
And carnal delights it will bring them,
~Of mansions and horses and statues,
And power to outglitter their neighbours,
When women are slaves to their raiment,
And prattle all day about nothings :
Unless they do worse, and outbabble
The preachers of bloodshed and hatred.

A time, a time when the high and low

Shall share in the pitiless overthrow.

Woe to the nations ! woe to them ! woe !

‘We live in a time of sorrow,
‘When Mockery crushes Reason,.
And heartless laughter settles
All doubts that the wise man feels.
‘When Reverence hath departed,
And Worship is dead and buried ;
Or sleeps, if it live at all,
In the souls of little children.
A time, a time when the ebb and flow
Murmur alike that the whirlwinds blow.
Woe to the nations ! woe to them ! woe

‘We live in a time of sorrow,
When statesmen and chiefs and rulers
Having nothing to build on but quicksands,
And nothing to do but to cobble
The rickety crazy thrones
That can scarcely bear their burdens.
And when priests at their mouldering altars,
No longer have faith in the doctrine
They preach for the lucre it brings them ;
And scarcely conceal from the people
The fact that they prophesy falsely.

A time, a time for blood to flow,

And the earth to stagger to and fro.

Woe to the nations ! woe to them ! woe !

TRUE AGAIN, O Bisuor.—The bisho‘p'

of Manchester, at a recent church anniver-
sary at Patricroft, said :—*‘ People had
given up reading the Bible. They would
read any other trumpery book that
they might be asked to read, but the Bille
they said was old-fashioned, out of date,
half discredited : it had lost its intetest and
freshness, and was a book only for old

wives and for the nursery. And so they
neglected it, and because they neglected it,

| they fell into hopeless ignorance of one of

the most fundamental truths of that Book
which alone could show them the way of
life. He wus not only astonished but he
was over and over again scandalised by the
shameless ignorance of God’s word shown
by leaders of science who took upon them-
selves to criticise it.”
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SUNDAY MORNING AT THE BIRMINGHAM CHRISTADELPHIAN
ECCLESIA, NO. 175.

. “Exhort one another daily.,” —PAUL

It is written, ‘ The entrance of thy words
giveth light.” We find this to be true. We
have the words of God. The Bible,given by
inspiration, is ¢‘ the words” of God in their
modern survival, We are favoured more
than we know in having them. We admit
them to an entrance in the periodical
reading of them, and we find they give
light. They open the eyes of the mind to the
fundamental and true relations of history,
life, action and destiny—to which by nature
we are dark. The effect is to give a sense
of light—light as regards where we are,
the road we ought to take, and the issue of

the otherwise aimless current of existence. .

This light we could not have without the
mind of God. The mind of God might come
to us direct by the Spirit, but in our day it
is imparted to usin the Scriptures. There
only in our day can we find it, and in some
form,or other we find it in every part—Old
Testament or New ; history or prophecy ;
vision, genealogy, or exhortation.

Rapidly taking the three portions of to-
day, let us see and absorb the light they
shed. We have first Job, IHe is to us a
reality. What if the wise of this world
have reasoned themselves into dimness ?
We take the guidance of James (v. 11) and
of Ezekiel (xiv. 14) and accept his story as
the lesson of patience, righteousness, and

truth—which it could not be apart from-

reality. 'What then do we see? Job a
righteous man—in God’s sight, a paragon
—¢“none like him in the earth,” ¢‘ fearing
God and eschewing evil "—yet withal, a
great and wealthy man— ‘ the greatest of
all the men of the East.” The inventory
of his estate shows enormous wealth, from
which we learn that though riches are
.dangerous as Jesus and the apostles teach,
it is possible for a rich man to exercise a

faithful stewardship. How this is to be
done, we see in Job’s description of his own
case in vindication against the envious in-
sinuations of his somewhat shallow, though
in a way, godly friends. The particulars
may be read in chapter xxxi. He did not
despise the cause of his servants. He did
not withhold the poor from their desire
or cause the eyes of the widow to fail.
He did not eat his morsel alone or see any
perish for want of clothing. He did not
neglect the cause of the fatherless, or make
gold his hope. He did not rejoice because
his wealth. was great, or suffer himself to
be glad at the calamities of those who hated
him. Heopenedhis doortothe travelier, and
freely acknowledged hisshortcomings, at the
same time deferring not to the influence of
neighbours. This is the picture of a rich
godly man, which no rich man can make
a mistake in imitating, and Dy imitating
which, he turns into a friend that ‘¢ Mam-
mon of unrighteousness,” which is other-
wise liable to be his destroyer.

Next, look at that one trait in Job’s
character which is singled out for record as
justifying God’s declaration that *‘there
was none like him in the earth.” His
grown-up sons were in the habit of feast-
ing in one another’s houses on stated days
by turn. After each of these occasions,
Job was in the habit of rising early next
morning, and “‘ offering burnt offerings,”
for them all. Why ? He said, ‘“It may be
that my sons have sinned and cursed God
in theirhearts.  Z7us did_Job continually.”
Ponder this, and you will realise that it is
a something that in our day would be con-
sidered the height of fastidiousness—over
much righteousness, ‘‘too particular,”
“ggody goody,” &c. Such are some of
the epithets by which moderns of every hue
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would shame us out of our godly scrupulosi-

ties, What shall we say? Are we to take
our cue from man or from God ? Can there
be a moment’s doubt? Here, then, is what
is well pleasing to ;God—such a constant
practical sense of his reality and such an
acute susceptibility to considerations of
His honour and holiness as to cause fear of
complicity with sin, and to lead us to daily
humilations before him in invocation of His
pardon. ‘‘Burnt offerings” are not now
required : but we have a hetter sacrifice
than Job offered. We have the crucified
and risen Christ, ‘ who offered himself with-
out spot to God "—in whose name we may
at all times approach the invisible Father
in confession and supplication.

Next, we find this greatest and most
righteous of all the men of the East, sud-
denly flung from the pinnacle of prosperity
to the lowest depths of loss and woe. By
an extraordinary combination of calami-
ties,he is stripped of all his possessions and

- laid low in a state of painful and loathsome
disease. How are we to read this? Itis
most important that we read it aright. It
is a matter in which almost all people are
liable to fall into the mistake made by
Eliphaz and Job’s other friends who came
to comfort him. Their question was,
““Who ever perished being innocent ?”
Their contention was, that Job’s troubles
were a proof of TJob's wickedness —

righteous though he seemed in human_

eyes, In this they did Job a grievous
wrong, for which they had to humble them-
selves under God’s rebuke afterwards,
Job's troubles were really permitted to
manifest Job’s righteousness, and to show
to all subsequent generations. of God's
children the way that trouble ought to be
taken.  The reading of the narrative shows
this.

It was needful that sich .a lesson
should be placed in their hands, be-
cduse God’s plan was to develop ‘them
in and by trouble. ¢ Through much tri-
‘Bulation ” they were to enter the King-
dom. Why it should be so, we may discern
f we study man. He cannot, without

trouble, be made to learn«his position in -

o
the universe as a mere apd-utte! depend'mt ﬂ."‘ .
upon the God of heaven and’earth. In .

prosperity, he is liable to grow too self-con-
scious : too self-important, The self point
of view absorbs all and dims off his neigh-
bour and his God. - When this is the case,
the man is a mere creature like a comfort-
able elephant or a well-conditioned cur.
There is a certain kind of breeding essen-
tial for acceptable intercourse with polite
society. People understand this ; they do

not so readily understand that there is , *

certain kind of breeding necessary for fel.
lowship with God—(a fellowship which in
all cases where it is effectual is to be
eternal).  The breeding necessary for fel-
lowship with God consists of a just and
lively estimate of the relative positions ot
God and man. A man must feel and see
that God is all and that man in himself is
nothing ; that all things are derived ¢‘out
of” God, and subsist in him by his great
power and his wonderful contriving spirit ;
and that man is God’s own work and
property, and only fit to live if he fufil
God’s object in making him. Now, we
can see with our own eyes that it is trouble
and not prosperity that generates this kind
of perception. People in affluence and
honour do not readily lend themselves to
this idea. They become easily swallowed
up with a sense of the importance of their
own personal affairs in business and family.
Their Bible description is a true portrait
for all time : ‘¢ Their strength is firm, they

are not in trouble as other men. Therefore

pride compasseth them about as with a
chain: violence covereth them as with a
garment, Their eyes stand out with fat-
ness. They have more than heart could
wish., They are corrupt and speak wickedly
concerning oppression.”” They ‘¢ prosper
in the world, they increase in riches.”
“Their seed is established in their sight
with them, and their offspring before their
eyes. Their houses are safe from fear,
neither is the rod of God upon them . . .
therefore they say unto God, Depart from
us for we desire not the knowledge of Thy

o






