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No. 247.

THE QUESTIO

By tae Epiror.

The article appearing last month has naturally evoked considerable criti-
cism on the part of those who dissent from it. We probably cannot deal
better with it than by adopting last month’s plan, of enumerating the
criticisms impersonally, and answering them seriatim, one by one. Tefore
doing so, a few moments may he profitably bestowed on

PAUL’'S STATEMENT CONCERNING SCRIPTURE INSPIRATION.

“AU Scripture s groen by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. iii. 16). This
was the stibject of some comment last month. Tt is felt by some that it
calls for more specific treatment ; and that a thorough exhibition of the
elements of this declaration of Paul's might even be with some a turning
point in their convictions on the matter in controversy. As nothing could
be more desirable than the promotion of such a result, we yield to the ye-
quest, though feeling that in true substance, nothing can be added to whht
was said on the point last month.

First, then, on the subject of the tramslation of this verse in the
common, as compared with that of the Revised Version, it is not neces-
sary to contend for that of the common version in order to muke
out Paul’s words to be a declaration of the inspired character of
the Scriptures. In saying this, we do not abandon that of the
common version, which is more consonant with the requirements
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both of Paul’s argument and the syntax of the original Greek than that
which is contended for by unfriendly ecritics, supported though they are by
the Revised Version. The Revised Version has to change “and” (xac) into
“also.” True, xw in special cases has the sense of *‘also,” but only when
it means “also,” which is only when something additional is imported.
Where is the something additional in this case ? “is also profitable ”—in
addition to what? If the answeris, *“in addition to being divinely inspired,”
then the quality of being divinely inspired becomes part of the predicate of
which “all Scripture” is the subject, aud in that case it requires the implied
verb (is) before the ¢ divinely inspired,” to give us the full sense of Paul’s
idea. If ““divinely inspired” is refused as part of the predicate, then
“also” 1s excluded as the sense of ka:, for you cannot have “also” un-
less there is a preceding element in the predicate. 1In that case, kae must
stand as a copulative of the two predicates, that ““all Scripture is divinely
inspired and is profitable, &ec.”

But, as alrdady remarked, it is not necessary to insist on the obviously
correct translation in order to make out Paul’s meaning. The milder trans-
lation of the Revised Version is of itself sufficient. (“All scripture divinely
inspired is also profitable, &c.”) Let us see.

First, it shows there is such a thing as “Secripture divinely inspired ;”
(the only point is to find out which is it) ; secondly, it shows that in Paul’s
judgment, this attribute of divine inspiration is essential to profitableness
of instruction in divine things, in the sense of making them something to
be relied upon as authoritative and true ; thirdly, it proves that this attri-
hute attached, in his judgment, to the Jewish Seriptures. For it is of them
he is speaking. He had said before, ““Thou (Timothy) from a child hast
known the Holy Scriptures waicH are able to malke thee wise unto salvation.”
His ensuing statement about ““Scripture divinely inspired” (adopting the
rendering of the Revised Version, for the sake of argument), becomes then
the major premise in the argument of his discourse, which might be syllo-
gistically tabulated thus :—

All Scripture divinely inspired is profitable for instruction in righteousness unto
salvation,
The Holy Scriptures are divinely inspired,
Therefore,
The Holy Seriptures are profitable, &e.

The introduction of an abstract propesition as to the value of ¢ scripture
divinely inspired ” is irrelevant if not iutended to apply to the particular
Scripture of which Paul had been speaking. 1f intended to apply fo that
Scripture, then its abstract form is admissible and telling. Even if Paul
had only alluded in a distant manner to the Old Testament seriptures, just
previous to introdncing the statement that “all scripture divinely inspired
is profitable,” &c., that statement would have had a powerful logical recoil
in demonstration of the divine inspiration of those Scriptures; for if they
were not so inspired, what object could there have been in uttering what
would then have been an irrele vant platitude on the subject of inspiration ?
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Supposing he had only said * You know the Scriptures,” and then had pro-
ceeded, “all Scripture divinely inspired is profitable,” the logic of such a
sequence of sentences would have been a sufficient indication of Paul’s
estimate of the character of the Seriptures. But when he calls them ke
Holy Scriptures,” and declares that they “are able to make men wise unto
salvation,” and then proceeds that ¢ all seripture divinely inspired is profit-
able, &c.” it amounts to an absolute demonstration that Paul regarded the
Holy Scriptures of Timothy’s acquaintance as divinely-inspired. In the
abstract proposition, he makes the profitableness hahg on the divine inspira-
tion : in the specific declaration as to ““the Holy Scriptures,” he affirms the
profitableness, which, by his abstract proposition, proves the divine in-
spiration.

WRITING NOT DIVINELY-INSPIRED.

We look at it in another way : the abstract proposition, that ¢ all Seripture
(i.e., writing) divinely inspired is profitable "—(accepting this franslation as
before stated, for the sake of argument) —implies a glance at
other writing not divinely inspired, and not profitable. What other
writing was this? Could it be writing in “the Holy Secriptures,
which are able to make men wise unto salvation?” Is it possible
that Paul meant to warn Timothy that some parts of the Holy
Scriptures, able to make men wise unto salvation, were not divinely in-
spired? The question has only to be asked to manifest the extreme
absurdity of the idea. Such an intimation on Paul’s part would not only
go directly in the face of what he had just said to Timothy, concerning “ the
Holy Scriptures,” without qualification : but it would be inconsistent with
every allusion in the Scriptures to their own character. It is impossible to
find a single sentence in the Bible that conveys the idea that any part of it
is untrustworthy because not divinely inspired. On the contrary, all its
declarations and allusions and historic illustrations (meaning by historic
illustration such statements as Christ and the apostles made in the course
of their reported teachina) combine to affirm its divine character
absolutely.

To what other writing, then, did Paul, by implication, refer, as not
divinely-inspired and not profitable? There could be no question. Although
the printing press has given us a multiplication of books that the world knew
nothing of in ancient times, still, in Paul’s day, as in Solomon’s, there
was “no end” of “making many books.” Both Greek and Roman writers
were prolific ; Ezyptian, also, and Babylonish authors there were, as we learn
freom Josephus’s reply to Apion. In the library at Alexandvia, there were
hundreds of thousands of volumes: and in polite society, the productions of
eopyists were in demaud and extensive circulation. There were Jewish
writers also—plenty—purveyors of “Jowish fables and commandments of
men that turn from the trath ” ¢Titus i. 14.) There was no lack of writing
that was not divinely-inspired and not protitable for the man of ‘God desiring
to be thoroughly furnished unto all good works (as is the case in our day.)
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It is possible to allow that Paul might have formulated an abstract proposi-
tion looking deprecatingly in the direction of this mass of ungodly literature
—mnot at all divinely-inspired. But the idea that he meant to intimate that
some parts of “the Holy Scriptures” which he had just commended as capable
of imparting saving enlightenment were not divinely-inspired, is an outrage
upon common sense.

THE JEWISH WITNESS TO THE INSPIRATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.

The Jews, themselves, are witnesses against the suggestion. * Ye are my
witnesses,” God said to them: and in nothing are they more directly such
than in the estimate transmitted by them from a remote antiquity as to the
character of “the lively oracles ” confided to their keeping. We do not
refer to the views entertained by modern Jews, though those are decided
enough. We refer to statements that are 1,800 years old : written by one
of the most eminent and best educated national Jews of Paul’s day, a
Pharisee, and a priest, and a member of one of the branches of the
Asronic family, whose especial function it was to conserve the
Holy Writings and inculcate correct views of their authority.
Josephus, replying to the historic spleens of Apion, a writer
of his own day, who tried to throw discredit on Jewish antecedents,
speaks thus:—* We, therefore (who are Jews) must yield to the Greek
“writers as to language and eloquence of composition: but then we shall
“give them no such preference as to the verity of ancient history. . . Our
‘forefathers . . committed that matter (about writing records) to their
“ high priests and tv THEIR PROPHETS, and . . these records have been written
“all along down to our own times with the utmost accuracy . . Our fore-
¢ fathers did mot only appoint the best of these priests, and those that
“attended to the divine worship for that design from the beginning, but
< made profession that the stock of the priests should continue unmixed and
“pure . . because every one is not permitted of his own accord to be a writer,
“nor is there any disagreement in what is written : they being only proPHETS
“that have written the original and earliest accounts of things as they learned
“them of God himself BY INSPIRATION: and others have written what hath
“happened in their own times, and that in a very distinct manner also”—(this
last class of writers, “others,” evidently refers to those uninspired writers who
brought Jewish history, not included in the Bible, *down to our own—{Jose-
phus’s]—time,” as specified in the words italicised some 12 lines back. ~This
appears more particularly from Josephus’s words a little further on.—EpiTor.)
“For we have not an innumerable multitude of books among us, disagree-
ing from and contradicting one another (as the Greeks have), but only
22 books, which contain the records of all the past times, which are justly
““ believed to be DIVINE : and of them, five belong to Moses, which contain
“ his laws, and the traditions of the origin of mankind till his death. This:
“interval of time was little short of three thousand years. But as for the
“timé from the death of Moses to the reign of Artuxerxes, King of Persia,
“ who reigned after Xerxes, THE PROPHETS who were after Moses, wrote down
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“what was done in their times, in thirteen books. . . . It is true, our

‘“history hath been written since Artaxeraes very particularly, but hath not
“ been esteemed of the like authorify acith the former, by our forefathers,
“because there hath not been an exact succession of PROPHETS since that
“¢/me.  And how firmly we have given credit to those hooks of our own
““nation is evident by what we do : for during so many ages as have already
‘‘ passed, NO ONE HAS BEEN S0 BOLD as etther to add anything to them or take
“ anything from them or to make any change in them.”

AGREEMENT OF THE JEWISH VIEW WITH THAT OF CHRIST AND
THE APOSTLES.

In this, we have a full and reliable exhibition of the view held by the
Jews in the first century of the character of the Old Testament. Such a
view, entertained by such a body as the priestly body of the Jewish nation
(of which Josephus was a member) in the age when Christ lived, becomes
weighty in view of Christ’s endorsement of their official function: ¢ The
Scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat : all therefore, whatsoever they bid
you observe, that observe, and do,but do not ye after their works” (Matt. xxiii.
2-3). The view expressed is in manifest accord with Christ’s own declara-
tion that “the Scripture cannot be broken” (Jno. x. 35), and that of Paul
that it is “ Divinely-inspired.” What does Josephus say? He divides
Jewish history into classes.

1. The original and earliest accounts (from Moses to the reign of
Artaxerxes, inclusive).

2. From the reign of Artaxerxes to Josephus’ own time.

What does he say concerning these two classes of history ? That the
accounts in the first class were written “ only by prophets as they learnt
them of God himself by inspiration :” while as to the second class, the
histories written, though written “ very particularly ” and “in a very distinct
manner,”  hath not been esteemed of like authority . . because there
hath not been an exact succession of prophets since that time.” The first
class, it is needless to say, is the history contained in the Bible, “learnt of
God himself by inspiration:” the second, is the history found in the apocryphal
books and such books asJJosephus’, between which and Bible history, there isa
difference as great as between works of nature and works of art. The
sacred estimate in which the Jews held the Bible histories Josephus illus-
trates, by saying that ““no one had been so bold ” as to add, to take from,
or alter them, since the day of their promulgation. It was to this estimate
that Jesus appealed, when he had occasion to quote from the Psalms, in
reply to the accusation of blasphemy brought against him, “Is it not
written in your law, I said ye are gods ?  If he called them gods unto whom
the word of God came (AND THE SCRIPTURE CANNOT BE BROKEN)
say ye of him, &c.” (Jno. 10, 35). The attempt to confine the sense of
this declaration to the particular words quoted, (as if Jesus had said, *this
Scripture cannot be broken,”) is inconsistent with the logical necessities of
the case, Christ is quoting from the Scripture a particalar statement, for
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which he seeks to obtain a particular attention by reminding his hearers of
the general fact that the Scripture, as a whole, from which he is quoting,
“cannot be broken.” It is like British counsel at the bar, arguing on a
particular section of a particular Act, saying that *“the law knows no dis-
tinction between rich and poor.” He says this to emphasize some particular
clause of the law, but it is meant of the whole law of England, and not of
the particular section only. The strength of its application to a particular
section would rest on the truth as applied to the whole system of
British law. It would only be an assertion, and not an argument, if in-
tended to apply to a particular section. So the strength of Christ’s
appeal to a particular statement of Secripture lay in the admitted infrangi-
bility of the Scripture as a whole. The Jews admitted that “the Serip-
ture could not be broken” (Josephus is witness to this). Jesus reminds
them of the fact in calling attention to a particular part of it in refutation
of an accusation they were making. Putting it syllogistically, his argument
would stand thus:

You Jews admit that the Scripture cannot be broken.

The Scripture calls people “gods” to whom the word of God came.

Therefore the application of the term of *“gods” to men cannot be
broken.

Had Jesus meant that this particular statement of the Scripture could not
be broken, but that some others could be broken, it would be impossible, on
either head, to gsee how he could have had hold on the Jews in the argument.
Intuitive sense will reject and resent such a suggestion as a mere attempt to
evade the force of an express and conclusive declaration by Christ on-the
subject in hand.

THE BIBLE TESTED AND TRUSTED—TRUSTED AND TESTED.

Before we proceed to take up the written criticisms that have come to
hand, it will form a suitable prelude to this process, to report the verdict
pronounced by an unbelieving railway station-master, to whom brother Ash-
crqft’s article was handed by a brother acquainted with him, with a request
that he would 1ead and report his impressions. The station-master returned
the following comment in writing :—

¢“Mr. Ashcroft’s theory, that the Bible is inspired as to questions of doctrine
though not as to matters of historical fact, in effect, claims that a document which is
demonstrably and admittedly inaccurate where it can be tested, must be accepted as an
infallible guide upon points of speculative opinion (where it cannot be tested). As he
very ingeniously puts it, such a theory cannot be brought to any destructive test ; but
of what value is a theory which cannot be tested, and which is constructed with an
especial view to avoiding any test ?’

Quite so; ‘cannot be trusted where it can be tested, and cannot be tested
where it claims to be trusted.” This puts the theory of the said article into
a nut-shell asregards the shape it presents to calm logical faculty ; and mani-
fests the dangerous issues that lie concealed amid much plausible speech.
We reject all complicity with such a theory. We strenuously maintain, on
the contrary, that the Bible is trustworthy because divine throughout, as



e o™ ] THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE. 7

proved by every test that can be applied to it ; that where it can be tested
it shows it can be trusted, and that, therefore, it is to be trusted where it
cannot (in a sense) be tested, as in the case of unfulfilled prophecy.

CRITICISMS ANSWERED.

The criticisms and their answers are as follow : We give the logical marrow
of the criticisms, rather than the documents ¢n extenso containing them. We
thus get at the naked essence of an objection, which is the thing to be desired
in canvassing the issues of truth.

13.% The question that heads your article, Is the Bible the work of inspira-
tion? is a misleading definition of the question vaised at the present time.
The question raised by the “ Kxegetist” is “the precise character and
degree” of inspivation, and the theories vegarding uf which are men-
tioned, are three, viz., the wverbal, the plenary, and the one which
limits it to divine revelation proper. There is mno question about the
Bible being the work of inspiration as * the work of prophets, and inspired
seers and scribes.” The article in fact plainly says that in the production of
the Scriptures “the divine control was exercised over apostles, prophets, and
evangelists.” Hence, the sclection of the title has been most unfortunate.
It implies that those against whom the article is written, deny that the
Seriptures are the work of tnspiration.”

Answer.—If they do not deny that the Scriptures are the work of inspi-
ration, there is no controversy. But there is a controversy ; and it is
because, in fact, inspiration is denied by the principles laid down in the
Euregetist article. These principles destroy the inspiration of half the Old
Testament, and of much contained in the other half. It is therefore more
correct (in fact) to define the issue as one affecting the inspiration of the
Bible as a whole, than as one merely raising the question of the character of
the inspiration. If the inspiration is granted in the sense of a God-guid-
ance by the Spirit, the controversy will cease : because it is not the modus
operandi of divine inspiration that is important, but the fact of it. Grant
the fact, and the thieory of the fact becomes a question of immaterial (though
interesting) enquiry. The article in question, though nominally recognising
a “divine control,” formulates a theory that excludes it. It denies the
necessity for inspiration in matters accessible to human knowledge. It
holds that inspiration was limited to what it calls ¢ revelation proper,” and
consequently admits to the composition of the Scriptures the co-operation
of a “human element ” liable to error. Serious positions like these are not
to be neutralissd by gencral professions or disclaimers. The following
questions (drawn up for brother Ashcroft’s consideration, but to which no
answer has appeared) will shew that the question really raised is the question
with which our article last month was headed :

(1).—On page 4 of the Ewegelist, in the paragraph commencing line 30, you lay
down as the reasonable view of inspiration, that it took part only, in those matters
‘“ heyond the power of manto discover for himself ;” do yon adhere to this view?

*The numbering is continued from last month.
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(2).—On page 2 col. 2, line 41, you say that, in your view, inspirational power
guided the writers of the Scriptures in ‘“only sueh parts of them as could
not otherwise be produced ;" do you hold tu this theory of the matter 2 and would you
specify those parts that in your view could be produced without inspiration ?

(3).—On page 3, col. 2, line 8, you say it is reasonable to acknowledge in the Scrip-
tures, ‘‘the presence of a human as well as a divine element.” Do you not mean by
this, the presence of an element that may e ?

(4).—On page 4, line 5 to 19, you intimate your assent to the proposition, that
the Bible is not historically infallible ; is not this assent due to your recognition of the
presence in the Bible of a human element that may err?

(5).—On page 3, in the paragraph commencing line 25, do you 'mot deprecate the
habit of speaking of the Bible as ** the word of God,” and refuse your sanction to the
proposition that ¢‘ the Bible, as a whole, is inspired,” on the ground that that would
mean that every incident recorded is historical 2

(6).—On page 4, col. 2, line 17, do you not intimate that there is ““much ” in the
Bible, inconsistent with the idea of all parts of it being inspired ?

(7). —On page 6, commencing line 25, do you not recommend Paley’s view, that we
are not bound to accept ‘‘ every point and portion of the Jewish (Bible) history,” nor
““ the circumstantial truth and critical exactness of every narrative contained iu the Old
Testament ?”

To this we may add a further question by way of summary :

(8)._—-—If a man believe that in the composition of the Scriptures, inspiration took part
ouly in those matters that are ““beyond the power of man to discover for himself,” and
that as regards the rest, we are to recognise ‘‘a human element” at work, with this
result that the Bible is not to be spoken of as ¢* the word of God ”’ without qualification ;
that it is not historically infallible ; that every incident in it is not necessarily historical,
and that we are not bound to accept ¢‘ the circumstantial truth and critical exactness of
every narrative contained in the Old Testament,” does he not deny that the Bible as a
whole is the work of inspiration ?

14.  You say “ The inspiration of the New Testament is conceded (in-
conststently enough, as we shall see) by those who hold loose views of the
inspiration of the Old Testament.” This is puwre assumption. Yo can find
no authority in the * Exegetist” for such a statement, but rather the veverse, for
bro. Asheroft quotes a passage from Dean Alpord, which velates (in the opposite
sense) entively to the New Testament.

Axswer.—OQur “authority ” lay in the fact that the article regards a New
Testament endorsement of anything in the Old Testament as a proof that
that thing is true, with which every one must agree who regards the New
Testament as inspired, and, therefore, reliable. If the New Testament is
not inspired, how can its sanction be used to determine the inspiration of
any part of the Old? We imagined 'that every one must believe in the
inspiration of the New Testament who believes in the fulfilment of the pro-
mise that Christ left to his disciples that he would send them the Holy
Spirit, to abide with them and guide them in their sayings (and, therefore,
in their writings) concerning him. If the article is intended as a denial of
the inspiration of the New Testament, then the matter is worse than we
thought. We could see that its argument logically undermined the authority
of the New Testament, as well as of the Old ; but we did not suppose that this
could be a deliberately intended result, in view of the use made of it as a
standard by which to judge the Old Testament.
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15. Al will admit that “the Old Testament as we have €6 is the Old
Testament as it was in the hands of the Jews in the firsi centnry, as proved
by Jewish and  Christian witness” and  that ~“this was the Old
Testament to which the allusions of Christ and the apostles apply, whether in
Hebrew or Greek.”  Theve is this fact however to notice, that there is a con-
siderable difference in some passages betiween the Hebrew and the Greek.
Christ and his apostles quoted principally from the Greek, while the authorised
wersion is « translation from the Hebrews. Consequently, we cannot urge
without a reservation that, becuuse they quoted from each, they claimed both
{ differences aud all) as the work of inspiration.

Axswer.—The Septuagint, as an uninspired translation of the Hebrew
original into Greek, would not rank equally with that original. As a
translation, however, it was the substantial equivalent of the Hebrew.
Where it differed much from the Hebrew, the apostles did not guote it.
Wherein it substantially agreed with the Hebrew, being the version of the
Scriptures mostly in the hands of the Jews in the days of Christ and the
apostles, it was natural for them to quote from it rather than the Hebrew.
All confusion of inference from this habit is avoided by the reflection that
the Spirit in them (the author of the original) could quote from a translation
of its own Hebrew utterance, without error of application, and at the same
time without implying endorsement of the errors there might be in the
unquoted portions of that translation. The approbation of the Spirit must
be felt in such a case to apply only to the parts actnally quoted.

16, The Jews did not vegqurd the whole of the Old Testament books as
tnspired.  This is evident from the fact that Josephus, after mentioning «“the
original and earliest accounts of things” as having been written by prophets,
““as they learned them of God himself by inspiration,” adds : *“ and others have
written what has happened in their own times, and that in a very distinct
manner also.”  Josephus certainly here makes a distinction between the
prophets who wrote *“ by Inspiration,” und * the others” who wrote *‘what
happened in their own times,” without any inspiration, but by observation
simply.

Axswer.—This objection has been already answered by anticipation, in
the remarks headed “The Jewish witness to the inspiration of the Old
Testament,” page 4. = This correspondent having surrendered to the
argument on this point, there is no need for anything further so far as he is
concerned.  For others, a remark or two may be serviceable. Josephus
certainly makes a distinction .between inspired and uninspired
writers of Jewish history. 'When we find out who he means by
the inspired ones, the inspiration of the Old Testament is proved
so far as Josephus can prove it. A close consideration of the context
proves that it is the Bible writers he hasin view when he attributes
an inspired character to the first class of history. Describing the historical
books as 22, he first says they * are justly believed to be divine.” Five, he
says, “belong to Moses ;:” and *“ as to the time from the death of Moses till
the reign of Artaxerxes, the PROPHETS, who were after Moses, wrote down
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what was done in their times in thirteen books.” He had said a sentence
or two before that the prophets wrote their accounts * as they learned them
from God himself by inspiration.” Here he assigns the whole interval
between Moses and Artaxerxes to their work, and therefore allows inspira-
tion for that work. As for “the others,” who had written, and whose
work came to Josephus’s “own times with the utmost accuracy:” he
says their Thistory “hath not been esteemed of the like authority
with the former by our forefathers bdecause there hath not been
an evact succession of PROPHETS since that time” (the time of
Artaxerxes). This is conclusive as to Josephus’s division of Jewish history
into inspired and uninspited. 1.~—INspirED~—from Moses to Artaxerxes
(7.e., the books of the Bible.) 2.—UninspiRED—from  Artaxerxes to the
times of Josephus, This also settles the question of the authorship of the
historical books of the Bible, so far as Josephus’s view can settle it (and in
his position, and also living so comparatively near to the close of ¢ the
canon,” he was likely to know)—viz, that they are the work of “the
prophets.”

17.  Asto the statement that * Christ makes the fact of a thing being
written in the Scriptures ulways a suflicient reason for its reception as
divine,” the passages selected in proof of this arve all from eilher the
law, the prophets, or the Psalms. Some of them use the words, “ It is
written in the prophets.”  Christ’s veferences, in this form, or in any other
which he used, cannot be made to * extend from Moses to Malachi, taking the
historical books and Psalms between.” The clarm s very unreasonable.

AnsweR.—The claim is not unreasonable at all, but in simple harmony
with truth. Moses, the prophets, and the Psalms are admitted to have been
referred to by Christ. Therefore, it is only *the historical books” the
answer is concerned with. We prove his reference to them thus: “ Have
ye not read what David did? (Matt. xii. 3). “ Have ye not read”
is of equal force to “is it not written ¥’ for the enquiry implies that the
fact of having read what he refers to was a sufficient reason for their attach-
ing weight to it. The reading is in Samuel, one of the historical books,
and nowhere else. This single reference would be sufficient to prove that
the historical books were in the range of Christ’s view when he spoke of
the Scriptures as a whole. But there are other cases. There is reference to
1st and 2nd Kings in Luke iv. 25-27 (* Elijah, Elisha, Naaman, &c.”) : and
there is reference to Chronicles in Luke xi1. 42: * The queen of the south
came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon.”
Here is an endorsing reference to Samuel, Kings and Chronicles—* the his-
torical books between ” Moses and the prophets.

18. ‘ Divine” and ‘““inspired” are not interchangeable terms. Many
things are divine that are not inspirved, even in our Bible, as Josephus shows,
when he styles ““divine” those portions which he mentions as being written by
“others” than inspived prophets.
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AnswerR.—Doubtless many things are divine that are not inspired ; but a
writing cannst be divine that is not inspired. It is the inspiration of it
that makes it divine. You cannot have a Shakesperean play that is not
written by Shakespeare. Josephus does not call uninspired writing divine,
He expressly limits the term ¢ divine ” to those writings that were written
“ by inspiration” as already proved.

19. In the quotationsillustrative of Christ’s veverence for the Scviptuves, the
terne  Seriptures™ cannot be taken to mean the whole Bible.  When he said
1o the Sadducees about the resurrection, “ Ye do greatly err, not knowing the
Seviptures,” he must have veferved to such Scriptures as pevtained to the matter
o dispute.  He inunediately asls if they hace not read a cevtain passage out
of Erodus, “I am the God of Abraham, &e.” They world not find much aboul
the resurrection in Ruth. So when Christ opened the understanding of certain
of his disciples, “ that they might wnderstand the Seriptures,” he wordd nol
trarel outside the law, the prophets, and the psalms. It is evident the Serip-
tures arve to be understood in o limited sense.

Answer,—The greater always contains the less, and you sometimes have
to refer to the -less by mentioning the greater. But, in that case, whatever
inferences arise concerning the less, apply equally to the greater. If a man
says, “I brought the law against him, which no man can resist,” he refers to
a particular section of the law, and yet what he says is true of the law as a
whole. If it did not apply to the whole, it would not apply to the part. If
the law, as a whole, was not irresistible, the application of a part would net
obviously be so. It was the fact that the whole Scriptures are divine (in-
spired and anthoritative) that enabled Christ to cover particular parts by
general allusions. Take away their divinity as a whole, and his use of parti-
cular parts would have lost their leverage, for it would always have been a
question whether the parts he was gquoting were binding. No such question
ever arose. The fact of a thing being in the Scriptures was conclusive of
its truth, both with Christ, the disciples, and the Jews, which carries with
it the conclusion, otherwise so amply proclaimed, that the Secriptures are
wholly divine. 'What should we think of a man saying, « Ye do greatly err,
not knowing the newspapers ¥ If the newspapers were unerring, the re-
mark might-have point referring to a particular article, but because they notori-
ously partake of the infirmity of human nature, no man would think of em-
ploying such a general form of allusion, even though the particular paragraph
might be correct. The statement of Christ that the Sadducees erred, ““ not
knowing the Scriptures,” must be held to apply to the whole Seriptures, though
any particular parts which he presently quoted refer to the resurrection. It
carries with it the conclusion that any part of the Scriptures is unerring with
reference to the particular subject of which it treats.

20. We cannot adwmit that a human element in the Seriptures is
necessarily an erring clewment. A mamn can corvectly write achat he knows o
what he hears, or what he sees, without being inspived of God. e do admit
that an erring element of any kind in the Scriptures (and we can only conceive
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error possible to the hauman agent ) would mpair their wathority to the cvtent
of its influence ; and we believe that it is due to the presence of this Tuwman
element tn our version of the MSS., from which it is «a translation, that we
owe the errors and discrepancies which we perceive hore and there in them.

Axswer.—It is not a question of huwman ability to reduce human know-
ledge correctly to writing, but of human inability to know divine knowledge,
which it is the object of the Scriptures to convey. Consider Scripture
history : its principal aim is to let us know what God thought of matters
happenivg among His people, and to instruet us as to what part He took in
transactions recorded. It is this element that gives them their valne. By
this we learn God’s estimate of human action : by this, we are eulightened
as to the nature, operation, and aims of God’s ways in Providence.
How could a man know God’s thoughts on ecurrent events? How
could a man be sure about the hand of God in any combination of
circumstances? ¢ What man knoweth the things of aman, save the spirit
of man which is within him? Even so, the things of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. ii. 11.) 1t rvequired the Spirit of God
to enable men to write a history that should emboldy divine views of human
action. This is what Bible history does ; and if it did not do it, it would
be of no more value to us than other histovies. The fact that it does so ix
proof that it is inspired. In the record of such an aspect of history, =
“ human element ” would necessarily be an erring element. 'We have only
to imagine any man attempting to tell us what God thinks of the events of
the reign of Queen Victoria, 10 see how incompetent any merely human
writer would be for the writing of Bible {histories. * Errors and discrepan-
cies,” so called, are to he accounted for without a hypothesis that destroys
the character of the record.

31, You say that “ ecvery Scripture is God-inspired, and profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for instruction in righteousness,” &c.  Now, take the
opening chapters of the 1st book of Chronicles (long lists of genealogies) : you
must admit that this portion of Scripture fails to profit for doctrine, or to
thoroughly furnish the man of God wnto all good works?  When Paul says
that * whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for owr learning
that we through patience and comfort of the Seriptures might have the hope,”
he had in view those Seriptures only which generate and jfoster the hope, and
did not intend the statement as a general endorsement to the whole Bible. The
book of Esther, for example, could not be clarmed as one of the things written
aforetime which give hope.”

ANSWER.—We find Paunl’s statement to be true, understood in the abso-
lute sense. We find profit, and instraction, and comfort in everything
written in the Scriptures. We have read the genealogical lists in the
Chronicles once in every year for 32 years with an advantage not ex-
perienced so distinctly in the beginning as in the latter part of that period.
We see and feel in them one of the most powerful indirect evidences of the
historic reality of the things recorded in the Scriptures: for what could have
brought men to draw out such lists (interspersed with parenthetic details of
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a family and personal character), except the simple truthfulness of the
matters recorded ? In this way, we are comforted concerning the hope, for
the hope of the Bible grows out of the history of the Bible. Additionally,
by means of these lists, we feel, each time, introduced to the generations of
the past, and are enabled to have such a bird’s-eye view of the vain proces-
sion of human life over this mundane scene as inspires with a just view of our
own little day, which we could not obtain by the contemplation of public
life through the columns of ;a newspaper, which invest even the funerals
with an oppressive reality as a mere part of the etiquette of human life. If
this is true of the Chronicles, how much more of the Book of Esther, where
we have the whole seed of Israel on the edge of the precipice, rescued by
the simple manipulation of uatural eircumstances in a providential way.
In no more powerful way could the comforting lesson be written that even
in the absence of open interposition *“after the manner of Egypt,” God’s
care is over His people, and will not allow the craft and malice of man to
prevail beyond the limits of His own will. Paul doubtless intended his
statement as an endorsenient of the whole Bible.

22, Where Pawl claimed Inspiration, even to beiny verbal, as in 1 Cor.
i 13, we find hine strictly confining himself to the deep things of God,
“WHICH THINGS also we speak, not in the words which maw’s wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Sperit teacheth.” No one would place in this
class of “things” 2 Tim. 7v. 18: “The cloak that I left at Troas with
Carpus, when thow comest, bring with thee, and the books, especially the
parclinents,” or “ Erastus abode at Corinth, but Troplamus have I left ot
Miletum sicl.”

Axswer.—Paul’s admitted inspiration cannot be limited to any particular
section of what he said and wrote. ¢ Which things we speak ” covers his
whole apostolic work and attitude. He spoke them in great variety of
manner, but he always spoke them. He was not like a man with a human
literary or educational enterprise in hand, which he mixed up with the
things of God. The work of Christ was the work of his life (* For me to.
live is Christ ). The speaking of the things of God was the purpose of his.
whole speech.  You do not find him speaking any other things in his letters
or speeches ; consequently, when he says “ which things we speak, not in
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Spirit teacheth,”
we must understand the statement to apply to his whole speaking and writing
of these things. And why should we except his allusion to sick Trophimus
or hisleft cloak? Paul was set forth as ““a pattern”—as Christ’s pattern to
believers (£ Tim. i. 16 ; 1 Cor. xi. 1 ; Phil. iii. 17). It takes the minor details
to complete a pattern. Was it not necessary we should be shown the minor
details ? For one thing, these details are a guarantee to succeeding generations
of believers of the genuineness of these episties. For another, they show us the
human side of Paul, and the absence of private control of the gifts of the Spirit
(otherwise Paul would have cured Trophimus). Further, they indicate for
us the very subordinate place that matters of personal detail ought to hold
in our thoughts and coinmunications one with another; for here is but a
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sentence in a whole epistle. To admit Paul’s inspiration logically involves
the adimission that such peculiarities are as much the result of it as are his
spiritual dogmatisms. KEven natural considerations would compel this
admission, for Paul, as an unguided natural man would have been sure, if
allowed in any part of these epistles to operate as such, to involve himself,
as all other unguided men involve themselves, in immaterial details of
natural men and things. We should have had descriptions of the
architectural features of Rome and other cities visited : or accounts of the
character and doings of the officials brought into contact with him ; or of the
remarkable processes of art or manufacture for which Greece and Rome
were famous. The entire absence of such features is an evidence that the
spirit of God which used him for its work, did not quit his pen fora
moment when he sat down t» perform the part of epistolarist.

33.  On one occasion, Paul says he went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas,
by revelation.  On another, we find him and Barnabas sharply contending
about the way in which they would do the Lord’s work; we cannot admnit
that the words fieveely uttered on that occasion were inspived words.  Yet e
should be bound to do so if your contention isvight, that inspired men could but
speak and write inspired sentiments on every oceasion when the work inwhick
they were engaged was the subject.

Axswger.—We do not contend that the natural feelings of men employed
by the Spirit are due to the inspiration ofthe Spirit, or that it interferes with
their freedom as individual men who must, as all other responsible men, give
an account of their actions. The matter in dispute between Barnabas and
Paul was the merits of a particular person to whose company on a gratifying
errand Paul objected, on the ground that he had flinched from the difficult
work that had laid the foundation of the gratification. Barnabas, full of the
indiscriminating milk of human kindness, wanted to overlook Mark’s short-
comings in the matter, and let him go. In such an issue, the natural feel-
ings of Paul and Barnabas could not but have full play, as the result of
which, they could not go together on the particular journey proposed. There
18 in this nothing inconsistent with the fact that when speaking or writing
of the things of God, they spoke “not in the words which man’s wisdom
teacheth but which the Holy Spirit teacheth.” The information contained
in 1 Cor. xiv. shews us that the action of the Spirit is, in all cases, limited
to the purpose for which it was given. [t wasnot given to the apostles to
stop the play of individual character, but to qualify them to speak infallibly
on the things of God. Consequently, when they write, we must, as Paul
demands, ‘“acknowledge that the things that they write are the com
mandments of the Lord ” (1 Cor. xiv. 37), even though we may find them
differing in matters left to the disposal of their individual judgments.

24.  We have no direct proof that Luke was inspired in any way, though
there is strong presumptive evidence that he possessed “ gifts of the Spirit.”
It is quite evident, from his own language, that we owe his “ gospel” to the
Fnowledge he derived by hearsay from those, “who, from the beginning, were
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eye-witnesses and mindsters of the word.”  Having this knowledye, as there were
many writers, he says “ it seemed good” to him also to write.

ANSWER ——The Spirit was the common possession of believers in the
apostolic age (Acts it. 39: v. 32). Therefore, Luke’s participation is beyond
doubt. His “ gospel ” is evidence of it. No uninspired man could write
such a composition. Bat his inspiration did not exelude natural qualifica
tion : it used it. He would know much from enquiry at the apostles ; and
as a capable and educated man, he wounld he unpleasantly exercised by the
cirenlation of incompetent narratives that were heing written ; and he would
feel stirred to write a correet account. This pre-disposition and pre-quali-
fication the Spirit would lay hold of and “guide” in the production
of a history on which coming generations of believers might
rely. The place allowed to it among the ecclesias, while the
apostles were yet in the land of the living, is proof of the Spirit’s
sanction of it—which would not be accorded, in the very day of the Spirit’s
ministration, to any but its own work. It was the peculiar function of
the Spirit in that age to give and to qualify “apostles, pastors, and
teachers” for the upbuilding of the body of Christ. It was Christ’s
promise to give such men, including ¢ Seribes” (Matt. xxiii. 34), and to
grant them the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit as a teacher and guide
unto truth (JFno. xiv. 26 ; xvi. 13). It is inconsistent with these promises
to suppose that Luke, in the writing of one of the principal literary
helps to the development and growth of the hody of Christ, wrote without
that inspiration which was necessary to give his work divine reliability :
and withount whieh, in faet, he could not have produced such a work.

25.  In Matthew's first chapter, the number of generations agrees ncither
with its own summation, nor with. the lists in Kings or Chronicles, nor witl
the much longer list of what showld be comtemporaneous generations in
Luke.  As we cannot impute error to the inspiration of God, we must admit
the erring human element heve, or find ourselves in a grave didemmna.

Answgr.—There are three ways of dealing with the matbters set forth in
the foregoing paragraph. One of them is exemplified in the writer’s sug-
gestion, that they should be regarded as cvidence of the presence of an
“erring human elemant,” This may be a very short way out of the diffi-
culty, and on the surface, apparently very satisfactory. It has a very differ-
ent complexion when considered all round. It may appear to pateh up one
hole, but it is at the expense of opening far more serious ones in other
directions, like a man stopping a leak with planks taken from the bottom of
his vessel. If an ““erring human element ” is present ir the first chapter,
how can you exclude it from the 5th? ‘Love your enemies;” ¢ Resist
not evil,” &c. If Matthew could err so egregiously (as he is held to
have done) in the drawing of genealogies for which he had the
materials in the open registries of the nation (and in his applica-
tions of prophecy), how can we be sure he ie reliable in any one part of
his narrative of Christ’s sayings and doings ¢ It may be said he would be
more likely to be correct in recording what he had seen and heard. Granted;
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but an *‘erring human” writer is not to be trusted absolutely, even in the
reporting of things seen and heard.  Verbal memory especially is a very un-
trustworthy affair. Henee, there would lack the element of certainty where
certainty is vital. We could never be sure in the reading that Christ’s
words were heing correctly reported us ornot.  And uncertainty here would
entirely destroy the value of the whole act of reading. It ix not like a man
reporting the fall of a house or the ravages of a whirlwind: is is a case of
recording for the guidance of generations of mankind, the dpsissima verba of
Eternal Wisdom, upon our compliance with which our salvation depends. If
it is ““an erring human ” report, we are without reliable guidance where it
professes to be given in the most momentous affair of human life. The
relinble guidance depends in most cases upon the very words used by Christ ;
and if it was an erring human reporter that reported them from memory
(for there is no suggestion that notes were taken), we can never be sure that
they are his very words. We can therefore never be sure of his meaning.
Therefore we can never be sure of the way that leadeth to life eternal.

If, on the other hand, it be allowed that the Spirit guided the apostles in
writing the words of Christ, it is inconsistent and without Scriptural sanction
to say that it deserted them or failed to guide them in the drawing of the
line of the Lord’s genealogical extraction, or in the application of prophetic
statements to the events of his life. The promised Spirit was to “guide them
into all truth,” concerning Christ. He was to take of *“the things” which
he said “ ARe MINE, and show them ” to the Apostles. (Jno. xvi. 13-15.)
It is irapossible to exclude from this class of things the matters treated of in
the Ist and 2ud chapters of Matthew. And, therefore, the proposal to
¢et over apparent difficulties by writing “error” over them, as a man does
to incorrect items in his ledger, is to be rejected as unwarrantable, and in-
consistent with the first principles of the case.

The two other methods of dealing with them are, first, endeavour to recon-
cilethem, whichcan bedone, andhasoften been done, though not just so easily as
adding two and two. It has the appearance of straining to those who unreason-
ably insist upon everything being as plain as a matheimatical demonstration ;
but there must always be an appearance of this sort in the process of adjusting
apparently conflicting truths in any line of things,—especially in this line
of things—the genealogical line of things. It is matter of common
experience that there is no subject more liable to apparently inextricable
entanglements and hopeless contradictions than a man’s genealogical
relationships. It is sometimes diffienlt to follow tie intricacies within the
lifetime of even two generations. The parties concerned have it all pat
enough, because of personal and prolonged acquaintance with the facts: but
to strangers, lacking their acquaintance, a mere table of the affair is often a
puzzle. Thisbeing the fact in reference to such a subject, it ix rash to assume
that Matthew is wrong in his dealing with 42 genevations, merely because
we cannot follow it.  In view of Matthew’s connection with the Lord, and
of his participation in the guidance of the promised Spirit, it is much
more reasonabie to hold that he cannot be wrong, and that any appearance
to the contrary is due to our want of acquaintance with all the methods
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and facts of a very intricate subject. The ‘“summation” in the
case, for instance, is not of that definite character to make it the ground of
the allegation of disagreement with its statement of the generations. “From
Abraham to David ” includes Abraham ; if  From David to the carrying
away,” include David, Matthew’s summation holds good—fourteen in each
section, reckoned inclusively. Was this Matthew’s method, or did he intend
the second section to begin after David ? We do not know. Because we do
not know, we are precluded from alleging the disagreement contended for.
Plausible suggestions are also to be made in the direction of a reconciliation
with Kings and Chronicles ; and, as to the difference between Matthew’s
list and Luke’s, in point of the number of generations, there is no practical
difficulty to account for. Luke’s is manifestly a different line of descent from
David to Christ, to that of Matthew, giving us Christ’s pedigree on his
mother’s side (legally represented by her husband). Two lines of descent
might very easily have a very different number of links, A man at sixty,
having a son, who, at fifty, has a son, who dies at fifty-five, would, for three
generations, cover between them 165 years, which might easily be occupied
bysix orsevengenerationsinanother branch of the family, whereearly marriages
were the rule.—We make these remarks as merely illustrating the elastic
possibilities of the case of which, in all the circumstances, we are bound to
give the subject the fullest benefit.—The third mode pf treatment is repre-
sented by the man who says: “ Well, I can’t unravel this: but I see plainly
that Christ rose and that Matthew and the other writers were his inspired
apostles : and that the books they have written are divine books. I see this
by positive evidences so strong, so numerous, so uncontrovertible as to leave
no doubt in my mind. I therefore dismiss the one or two points that are
obscure to me as matters which I could understand with fuller information,
but which, whatever my inability to explain them, I feel utterly debarred
from using against a jot or tittle of the Holy Scriptures—Old or New.”
There is more reason in this attitude than will commend itself to the class
of critic who purchases ease in the treatment of an isolated problem by sug-
gestions and views that create embarrassments much more serious in
numerous other directions.

26.  You suy Christ and the apostles alluded to the Old Testament as
the Word of God ; you do not give proof. In Mark vii. 18, the expression
is used, apparently simply of the law, and so in John x. 35.

ANswER —General designations do not discriminate individual parts,
though individual parts may be introduced to notice in this way. They
affirm the character of the whole, while referring to individual parts. If
Wwe say the law of England holds every man innocent till he is proved
guilty, we recognised the whole law of England as such, though referring to
a single point. So, if Christ says of a particular part of the Bible, that the
Pharisees had made the Word of God of none effect, it iz equivalent to calling
the whole of it the Word of God, for, unless the whole of it were the Word
of God, such a mode of reference could not be adopted for a particular part.
So, in the statement that the apostles preached the Word of God,
in ‘“saying none other things than the Prophets and Moses did
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say should come,” it is equivalent to assert
ing the Secriptures of Moses and the
Prophets to be the Word of God.  Especi-
ally strong does the argwinent become
when we hear them describe wresting the
Scriptures as ‘‘handling of the Word
of God deceitfully ” (2 Cor. iv. 2).

27, I fail to see how Christ’'s quotations
from the Old. Testament do more than show
his assent to the parts quoted as rue.
His mere usc of the phrase, ‘It is wrilten”
s not sufficient to prove inspiration, except
where ke quotes from a document professedly
inspired. Many books are appealed to as
true in general literature that are not in-
spired.

AnsweRr,—If thefact of a thing being
written in a certain document isused as an
argument in favour of the truth or weight of
what is written, then it is proof that in
the estimation of both speaker and hearer,
the whole of the document, and not the
particular part quoted only, is true and
weighty. When a pleader in court says:
“I find in the Act 18 and 19 Vict. cap. 26,
sect. 16, a clause to this effect,” it must
be evident that the weight of the clause
lies in the fact of its being in the Act
cited, and that this weight arises from
the implication that the whole Act 18 and
19 Viet. is authoritative. If there was any
doubt that every word in the Act was au-
thoritative, the quotation of a particular
clause would have no weight. It requires
the redognition of the authority of the
whole to make the use of a part of any
weight as a matter of argument. If it
were not so, the answer on the other side
would be quick and efficacious: My
friend quotes from the Act 18 and 19 Vict.:
is he not aware that many parts of that Act
are of doubtful authority ? How can we be
sure that the clause he quotes is not one of
the vitiated parts 2" Therofore, * Christ’s
quotations trom the Old Testament” do
wuch more than ‘‘show his assent to the
parts quoted.” They shew his endorse-
ment- of the whole, as a repository and
standard of divine truth. There is no
parallel to the mode and purport of those
quotations, in modern references to books
of general literature. There is no proof in-
tended in modern references except where
the books referred to are authorities in the
matters that may be in dispute ; and then
they are only authorities in matters within
the knowledge of theauthors, Paul'srule,

in 1 Cor. ii., places the Bible outside this
rule of reference. Allowing that * the
spirit of man within him” may know the
things of man, ** the things of God,” he
says, ‘‘Znoweth no man BUT THE SPIRIT
oF Gobn.” It was always on the things of
God that Jesus referred to the Scriptures.
In fact the Scriptures are wholly about the
things of God. It is either God’s law ; or
God’s will ; or God’s view of human doings
(in the historic department), or God’s pur-
pose in days to come that is the subject of
Scripture in any of its departments. Con-
sequently, *before it could be authoritative
for purpose of reference, it requires, by
Paul’s rule (that the Spirit of God only can
know the things of God) that the Spirit of
God shall have written it,—which, he
further tells us, it has done in giving
us a book *‘divinely-inspired, protitable
for instruction 1n righteonsness, &ec.” (as
before discussed).

28. You say the historical writings are
not distinguished (in New Testament allw-
stony from the prophets, because they areall
the works of prophets—Joshun, Samuel,
Nathan, and of inspired seers and scribes.
Are you quite sure of this? The mere tact
of & book being called by the name of an
individual does not prove that he or she
wrote it.  There s no reliable information
who wrote Ruth for example. There s
absolutely no proof as tv the authorship of
Judges, and therefore no warrant for your
speaking so positively of it as the work of a
prophet or inspired seer or scribe. So with
other books. W hen you can give no evidence
to show who wrote ** Kings,” ** Chronicles,”
and ‘¢ Esther,” one can only deal in suppo-
sition. Of what value then is your stote-
ment that ** the historical writings were all
the work of prophets and the inspired seers
and scribes?”  None, when subjected to that
“Ceritical investigation,” which I do not
wonder at yowr disrelish for, thowgh Ithink
it an unreasonable dislike.  ¥ou evidently
think Samuel wrote the books bearing his
name. This is most extraordinary, and
tllustrates, like many things in your
pamphlet, what I have before now had to
regret in your writings. great
inaccuracy and carelessness of statement—
too often. Pardon me for saying .

ANswER.—Perhaps the extraordinary
character of the statement alluded to is
more apparent than real. We made
it and adhere to it on evidence. The
evidence consists of three branches. 1.
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There is the statement of Josephus,
fully set forth early. in this article, that
‘“THE PROPHETS WHO WERE AFTER
Moses " wrote Jewish history * from the
death of Moses till the reign of Artaxerxes,”
in thirteen books, concerning which class
of authors, he says that they wrote ‘‘the
original and earliest accounts of things as
they learnt them of God himself by inspira-
tion.” Josephus, 18 an official Jew, and a
member of the Aaronic priesthood, was
likely to have correct traditions on the
subject. His view of this matter accounts
for what he says concerning the Bible
books, ‘“that no one has been so bold as
either to add anything to them, or take
anything from them, or to make any
change in them.” If they were the works
of prophets written by inspiration, the
fear to alter is explained. If they were
not, it would not have iuvolved any
particular ¢ boldness” for successive edi-
tors or copyists to have improved them (as
they might have imagined).

2. There is next the fact that wherever
the writers of Bible histories become
visible by allusion in the course of the
narrative (it is ouly occasional), they are
found to bs of the class defined by
Josephus, viz., inspired prophets, seers
or scribes.  Let a case or two iliustrate.
In Chronicles, it is a frequent way of finish-
ing the account of a reign to say that the
rest of the king's acts would be found
written in‘‘the book of theKings,”(2Chron.
xvi. 11, ; xxiv. 27 ; xxviil. 26.; 'This of
course is vague ; but sometimss the form
is varied, and authors are mentioned, and
these authors are prophets. Thus “‘ the
acts of Uzziah, first and last, did Isaiah,
the prophet, the son of Awmos, write”
(2 Chronicles xxvi. 22.) Thus also of
Rehoboam’s reiga, it is written, *‘The
acts of Rehoboam, first and last, are they
not written in the book (mrgin—words)of
Shemaiah, the prophet, and of Iido, the
seer (equivalent to prophet) concerning
gensalogies”—(the very point that some of
our friends contend an inspired writer is
not required for) (2 Chron. xii. 15.) As
to Solomon’s reign, we read that its events
were recorded in the book (margin—words)
of Nathan the prophet, and in tue prophecy
of Ahijah, the Shilonite, and in tne visions
of 1ddo, the seer ” (2 Chron. ix 29).

8.—The third brauch of evidence lies in
the fact that the historic part of the Bible
is never alluded to ssparately from the
writings of Moses and the prophets,andyet

ig treated as of equal authoritywith all parts
of scripture, by that kind of general,
take-for-granted style of allusion which is
of weightier significance than even express
allegation.  Vide Christ’s allusions to the
historyin Kings of Elisha, Naaman, &ec.,and
in chronicles of theQueen of the South; also
Paul’s allusion to the whyle length and
breadth of Israel’s history, in Heb. xi. 82,
34, and Acts xiii 20-22; and Stephen, in
Acts vii, 45-47.

The evidence taken together is conclu-
sive of the fact that the Bible histories
were written by the prophers, and that
therefore ¢ Moses and the prophets is
practically the whole Bible.” It looked
‘“an aceurate and careless statement.”
The appearance was due to the coniensed
manner in which tlee argument of last
month (covering much ground) was neces-
sarily marshalled. We could not, of
course, have taken the name of the books
as evidence of authorship. We have no
‘“ dislike for critical investigation ” when
there is a purpose to be ssrved. What
we object to is the everlasting process
which Paul defines as ‘ ever learning and
never able to come to the knowledge of
the truth.” The performances of the so-
called iearned class in our day are cer-
tainly an ilustration: of this.  They
cannot even be said to be ever-learning.
It is more of an ever-muddling and ever-
destroying the truth which we have.

29.  ““ Moses wrote them,” say yow:
(.e., the five books of Moses). He cer-
tainly did not write at least ths last erght
verses which record his death, L.

ANSWER.—Granted : he was dead and
could not. No doubt he would have done
it if he could. He did what he could;
he wrote while in the land of the living ;
and the five books are at least part of his
work. This is demonstrable : Christ (who
rose from the dead) styles them ‘‘His
WRITINGS "—(Jno. v. 47), which is
enough. The fact that they are his
writings is not interfered with by the
addition of eight verses to complete the
account. This would be done by an in-
spired hand which would be quite as
reliable as the inspired hand of Moses,

30, Moses snys the hare chews the cud
(Lev. wi. 6); it dozs no such thing. Mod-
ern science has disproved it. It hasw't got
two stomachs, How can you call that an



20 THE INSPIRATION

OF THE BIBLE.

The Christadelphian,
Jan. 1, 1885.

wnspired hand which could write & natural
falsehood ?

ANSWER.—Be quite sure about the
falsehood first. It does not follow that
because the hare has not two stomachs,
that therefore it does not chew the cud in
the sense required by the ceremonial
prescriptionsof the law. Itisnot a question
of stomachs; it is a question of re-chewing
food that has been taken, and if this can
be done in other ways besides having a
plurality of stomachs, then Moses may be
right, although the hare has nof two
stomachs. Moses @ right. Try the ex-
periment, as Cowper did. Get a hare if
you can—especially an eastern hare,—to
make the experiment perfectly fair ; watch
it and see if it does not munch all day at
the food it has taken into its mouth, and
which it keeps for this comminating pro-
cess in the cavities of its cheeks. Moses
did not say ¢‘The hare hath two
stomachs;” he said, ‘It cheweth the
cud,” and it does—in the sense required
by the law,—which is a sense with an
allegory,—as all the institutions of the
law had-—viz. that the antitypical clean
are those who mentallyruminateon thefood

that God has given in the words that have -

proceeded out of his mouth.

31.  You say ‘* in the Psalms, we have
the Holy Spirit in the writer throughout.”
You speak of ‘‘the writer” of the Psalms
as if they were all Dovid's, This is no-
toriously incorrect.  The headings ascribe
them to seven or etght different hands—
( David, Asaph,the Sons of Korah, Heman,
de. ), and many are anonymous.

ANSWER,.—We have not said and have
never meant the Psalms were all David’s.
Our correspondent has been misled by an
inchoate  periphrasis.  The  Spirit’s
presence (as proved by the New Testa-
ment) was the point. We meant to say
that all through the Psalms, the Holy
Spirit was in the writer, whoever the
writer might be in particular cases. He-
man and Asaph are both described as
seers (or inspired men)—(1 Chron. xxv. 5;
xxix. 30), and there can be no doubt as to
the others, from the position assigned to
their compositions in a collection of the
Spirit’s writings,that they also were of the
prophetic character.

32. Ido not think it would be possible
to demonstrate the cxistence of ‘¢ divine
ends” in the record of various matters that

are to be found in the Bible. A little re-
Aection will swrely show that * ‘WHATSOEVER
things were writien aforetime were written
for our learning, &c.”—( Rom. xv. 4)—must
not be pushed fo an extreme literality
nor be taken to extend to every detail.

ANswER.—We can only say that if the
writer of these sentences reads the Scrip-
tures with the like results that we have
experienced, he will be able to accept Paul’s
declarationinitsmostabsolute sense. There
is nothing written in the Bible but what
subserves some profitablé purpose. This
purpose may not be realised at the first
reading ; but it will in the end, where the
reader perseveres in the thirst fr wisdom
and the fear of God.

33.  You speak on page 11. of ‘‘slight
diversity of style marking’ the authorship
of the different books of the Bible. *‘ Slight”
s surely not the word to mark the diflerence
between Matthew, John, James, and Pawl
(to refer only to these for tllustration).

AnswER.—This is a question of impres-
sion, and cannot be argued tangibly. It
is a matter we remember mentioning to
Dr. Thomas, in conversation, 22 years ago.
In our then spiritual rawness, we had
caught up the idea from the critics that
the styles of the various Bible writers
differed from one another in point ot
literary diction, and feeling in a somewhat
distressed condition from the chilling
breezes of unbelief that were blowing hard,
up in Yorkshire at the time (the principal
wind-fanner on that occasion is now in his
grave, and before his death repented and
recanted his work—Joseph Barker), we
submitted the poinc to the Dr. He re-
sented the suggestion, and contended that
allowing for the difference of subject
treated, the styles of the different Bible
writers were substantially identical. We
have lived and read long enough to endorse
his conviction on this point, as on almost
all points. We would undertake to collegt
from the various books of the Bible a
series of disconnected statements which
should appear one continuous composition
without a discernible difference of style
between one sentence and another.

34. You say you have treasured the
Bible as the word of God *‘ from a child:”
there is no argument in this surely. It
reminds me of the arquments of the ortho-
dox people, that they have belicved in going
to heaven from their infamcy, and their-
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Sothers did before.  You may have trea-
sured the Bible *“from a child,” but your
views may be wrong notwithstanding.

ANswgr.—Our reference to childhood
was not used as an argument, bat as an
element in an argument, if argument a
statement can be called. It was but in-
troductory to the fact that the open eyes
and mature judgment that may belong to
nigh 46 years, endorsed the convictions of
childhood. In this there may be some
little argument, but welay no stress on it
except as a fact determining our own atti-
tude.

35.  You say that if the Bible is not in-
spired, *“ we cannot be sure in reading any
part of it (the history of Abraham for cx-
ample) “‘that we are nout dealing with distor-
tion, this means in ils logical issue, I lake
it, that no histories outside the Bible (i.e.,
uninspired ) are veliable.  But this surely is
not so.  There are various ways in which
the truth of the history of Abraham, dv.,
can be shown, short of it being tnspired.

ANSwWER.—Ordinary histories record
men’s acts, men’s words, &c. This may be
done truly, without inspiration (though not
in the concise, skilful, and reliable manner
of inspiration): but Bible narrative is
blended with anrother element—(God’s
views, God’s will, God’s purpose)—which
no uninspired man can supply. ¢‘The
things of God knoweth no man, but the
Spirit of God ” (1 Cor. ii. 11). The value
of Bible narrative lies in this element ; and
if inspiration is denied to it, reliabilicy is
taken away, and our foundation destroyed.

36. You say that if the Bible records are
not inspired, they are *‘nomore to be trusted
than any similarly ancient records—wWHICH
I8 NO TRUST AT ALL.” I cannot wunder-
stand this last expression.

ANSWER.—We used the word *‘trust”
in its absolute sense—a certainty of con-
fidence—something going far beyond pro-
bable credibility—a state of confidence
admitting of no doubt. Histories of simi-
lar age to the Bible do not command this
kind of confidence. Iu their leading
features, such as the fact of certain places
and persons existing, they are, of course,
reliable, but as to details, sayings, senti-
ments—(the features, on the reliability of
which the value of the Bible depends)—
we can put no such trust in them as we
have defined. They may in any case be

correct, but they may nof, and the fact
that they may not, excludes trust.

37.  Youthink the miracles of the Bible
arein danger if the inspiration of the Bible
is denied. Surely this is going too far. Won-
ders are much more probable when recorded
as having taken place in Israel than when
found embedded in a Gentile history. The
mere fact of a thing being wonderful would:
be no reason for expunging it from o Serip-
twre book which there is good reason for
belicving historical. Jonah andthe whale
for crample, Christ corroborates. Besies,
it conld be shown that the miracles of the
0. T. rest onvery different grounds to those
asserted as having taken place tn heathen
legends ; grounds apart rrom tnspiration.
Surely the proor of inspiration in any
case rests  wupon miracles and mot vice
versw. In qoing to work to convince an
atheist, w: showld have to prove miracles to
kim first before inspiration could be proved.
But you argue as if our belief in wiracle
rested upon our belicf tn the inspiration oj
the Bible.

Axswer.—Not exactly. The fact of
miracle having occurred is deducible from
extant facts, without reference to the in-
spired or uningpired character of narra-
tives that have come down. But if you
deny the inspired character of the narra-
tives, you take away from the value of the
miracles,—in this way. The miracles
were wrought that we might be sure of the
declaration of God’s will associated with
them, Apart from this, they had no
practical value. Now, if while admitting
the miracles, you deny the divine relia-
bility of the record associated with them,
you introduce the element of uncertainty
Just where certainty is most vital. It
would be of no value to us to know that
a miracle had been wrought if we were in
any doubt as to the message in confirma-
tion of which it was wrought. And
doubt on this head would be inevitable if
we were to think that the record of the
message were a human record and not
a divine one. A human record is a pos-

sibly erring one—especially a record
of divine matters. A divine record
“ cannot be broken.” An inspired

Bible without historic miracle (if that
were possible) would be of more value
than myriads of miracles without an
inspired record of them. In the former
case, we could “‘ trust ” to what we should
vead : in the latter, we should be on the
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miry ground of uncertainty. For this
reason, also, our confidence in the miracles
themselves would be open to recurring
doubt, and therefore our confidence in the
whole matter shaken : for if it be main-
tained that the element of an erring au-
thorship exists in the Bible, we should feel
ourselves at liberty to form an opinion as
to where it had been at work : and in no
parts would the logical imagination be
more likely to be suggestive ou this head
thanin those parts where miracle isblended
with the narrative.

38, 1In 1 Cor. iii. 19, Pawl says < It s
written, He taketh the wise in their own
craftiness.”  Now this is written in the
speech of Eliphaz (Job v. 13) one of the
men that did not speak of God tne thing
that awas right (Job xlii. 7). You have
yoursel) said that what they said was their

own, end on a pur awith the blasplhemous |
proclamation of Seanacherib,  Does not this |

show that you are wistuken in suppos-
ingthequotations prefaced by *‘Itis written”’
arc of necessity given by {nspiration.”

Axswgr.—Paul cites the saying in

question as a proof of his assertion that |

¢ the wisdom of this world iz foolishness
with God.”  Having made assertion, he
adds ‘‘for it iswritten,he taketh the wise,”
&e.  He would not have done this unless
the fact of a thing being written in the
Scriptures was tobe regarded as proof;and it
could not be proof uniess in some way the
utterance of inspiration.  The only ques-
tion ishow a statement could be construed
as the utterance of inspiration which was
admittedly the declaration of a man whose
philosophy of divine things in a certain
application, God disowned. It is a step
towards a conception on this point to
realise that Eliphaz said many things that
were true.  What was divinely repudiated
was not his abstract principles, but his
application of them in interpretation of
God's dealings with Job.  His abstract
primciples were right, as no one will deny,
who recollects his belief in God, his re-
cognition of God’s sovereignty the heinous-
ness of sin, the excellence of righteous
men, &e.  Where he erred was in suppos-
ing that God’s judgments of men have
e‘(lisect in the present life. In the quotation
in question, we have one of his right sayings
endorsed by the Spirit in Paul, who could
introduce it with no higher sanction, than
by saying ‘‘ It is written.,” If the Spirit
in Paul had regarded it as an untrue say-

ing, there could have been no obhject i
referring to it at all.  If true, it gives the
stamp of inspiration to it to quote it as a
thing ¢ written.”

39.  Suppose inaccuracies BE proved in
matters of detail, why should it be such o
cause of distress as yow represent? Of
what consequence is it to us in the smallest
degree to know the eract nwmber of men
slain by a certain plague, or the number of
horses Solomon had, and a lhost of things of
this sort; for you must bear in mind that
it 4s to such (surely to us) wnimportant de-
tails as these that  bro. dsheroft wholly or
mainly refers.

AnswgR.—The answer iz obvious, If
you can prove the Bible wrong in details,
however small and unimportant, you take
away the grounds of our contidence in
matters that are large and important. You
open the door to the obvious reflection
that if it can be in error in little things, it
may be so in those that are not little, and
thus you undermine the whole foundation
of faith and hope. When you consider
that the Bible furnishes the only point of
contact with God iun our particular age, for
the learning of His mind, you may easily
discovera reason for distress at that which
would weaken its value in this respect. In
proportion as a man appreciates the Bible
in this aspect, in that ratio will he be
distressed at anything that interferes with
it. As for brother Ashcroft’s article, it
does more than refer to details: it lays
down broad general principles, borrowed
from theological authors of the apostacy,
which logically reduce the bulk of the
Bible to a human and erring composition.

40.  OF what value is it to us o be told
that the original documents were inspired
in every word if the version we possess has
come down to us with the mistakes or inser-
tions of translators and others. [f it was
so necessary that every detail should be
set forth corrvectly, that inspivation was
granted to secure the jullest accuracy, was
it not equally necessary, if we are to have
the benefit of this inspiration, that copyists
and translators should have possessed the
same supernatural power ?

ANSWER,—There might be some ocea-
sion for such a question if the Bible had
come to us in a mutilated and unintelli-

ible form, or in a version materially

issimilar in weaning from the original
documents. In point of fact, it has come
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tous in astate of completeness and correct-
ness that is the admiration and marvel of
true scholars. There can be little doubt
that the hand of Providence is in this.
God who gave the word has preserved it.
The textual variations of copies have been
over-estimated-—due, presumably, to the
universal tendency of technical experts to
magnify their office. The Bible in all
versions and all languages is the same
Bible. The translations and the versions
have been a check upon oune another from
the day (which began in the lifetime
of the apostles) when men .required
the Scriptures turned into  their
own tongue. There have arisen differences
between gne MS. and another,but with one
or two exceptions, theyare all of a trifling
character—such as do not interfere with
the main purport of any chapter or passage.
We are learned enough to know this; and
if'God permit us time and health enough,
we may become sufficiently learned to
drive the learned triflers off the field with
their own weapons, We have not hitherto
aimed at any speciality in this department,
recognising that the work to be done was
practical—not technical ; that God had
sufficiently prepared the field in its tech-
nical requirements, first, by the labours of
King James’ translators and their suc-
cessors, and then by Dr. Thomas ; and
that all that remained was to force home
the only valuable result of all technical
work, in the ascendancy of divine ideas in
the thoughts and affections of men. OFf
the truth of this view, we are still entirely
convinced. Nevertheless, it is incon-
venient to be disturbed in the carrying
out of it, by the empty cry of unlearned-
ness, which seems to carry such unreason-
able weight with the truly unlearned. If
it please God, therefore, we shall put up a
fence at this gap, and keep out the
creatures from the flower-beds inside,

We quote the following very apposite
remarks on this subject, from a little
work published by Whittaker & Co.,
which & brother has handed us, entitled
Reasons why we believe the Bible : *‘ This
objection—(that inspiration cannot attach
to imperfect copies)—amounts to much
less than is popularly supposed. The
namber of various readings which have
been gathered together by scholars from
the comparison of different copies appears
alsrming?y great ; but when we examine
into the nature of the variatiens, we dis-
cover that these, for the most part, con-

sist of diversities in accents, in letters and
similarly unimportant matters. .
As showing the comparatively unimpor-
tant nature of the variations in the text
of Scripture, we may quote the following
from Gaussen (Theopneustie, p. 168).
¢ As respects the Oid Testament, the in-
defatigable investigations, and the four
folios of Father Haubigant: the thirty
years’ labour of John Heury Michaeles ;
above all, the great critical Bible, and
the ten years’ study of the famous
Keunijcott (who consulted 581 Hebrew
MSS.); and in fine, Professor Rossi’s
collection of 680 MSS,—as respects the
New Testament, the no less gigantic inves-
tigations of Mill, Bengel, Wetstein, and
Griesbach (who consuited 335 MSS. for
the gospels alone) the latest researches of
Nolan, Matthace, Lawrence and Hug ;
above all, those of Scholz, with his 674
MSS. for the gospels, his 200 for the
Acts, his 256 for the epistles of Paul, his
98 for the Apocalypse (without reckoning
his Lectionaria)—all these vast labours have
80 convincingly established the ASTONISH-
ING PRESERVATION OF THE fext, copled
nevertheless, so many thousands of times
(in Hebrew during 33 centuries, and in
Greck during 1800 years) that the hopes of
the enemies of religion in this gnarter
have been subverted, and as Michaelis has
said, they have ceased henceforth to
look for anything from those’ critical re-
searches which they, at first, so warmly
recommended, because they expected dis-
coveries from them that have never been
made.”

41.  To make this matler o question ¢f
fellowship would be to add a new item to the
basis of belicf amongst us. It does not touch
the foundation of the fuith ; the foundation
8 the resurrection of Christ.

ANSWER.—It may be a ‘‘new item ” te
some. It will not be so with those whose
cennection with the faith goes far enough
back. The inspiration of the Bible has
been the foundation of all statements of
faith and bases of belief. This seemed so
much a matter of course as to have been
taken for granted in many cases. Every
time the Bible has been appealed to on a
public platform, in proofof the statements
advanced, the inspiration of the Bible has
been inferentially affirmed. What sense
would there have been in appealing to a
book in proof of the divinity of a doctrine
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or statement if that book were not of
divine anthorship? If the Bible is not in-
spired, it is not a reliable standard. If it
is a human composition, it may be erring
in anything it affirms. Who would think
of quoting as proof that which may be
erroneous ? The whole position and tactics
of the faith in modern times have pre-
supposed what some may regard as a new
item, but what to us is a first item—the
foundatien item ---without which there
could be no other items. True it is that
the resurrection of Christ is the foundation
of the faith: but if you take away the
faith, what is the use of the foundation ¢
Faith cometh by hearing the word of the
Lord (Rom. x. 17): and if youn say that
the Bible is not the word of the Lord, but
the word of man, you make faith ulti-
mately impossible, because there is nothing
in that case on which we can implicitly
trust. Viewing the Bible as the (possibly
erring) word of man, we should stand on
a morass instead of on a rock.

(The notice of other criticisms and ob-
jections, we must reserve till next month.)

Varieties on the Subjeect.

Brother Sulley, of Nottingham’s, at-
tention having been called to a sentence
in Zhe Bible Defended (a pamphet pub-
lished some time ago) which seemed to
affirm the uninspired character of Bible
history, wrote his
follows, and sends us a copy of his answer
as follows :

““I do not think there is anything on
page 27 ot Bible Defended to counten-
ance brother Ashcroft’s propositions in
Exegetist.  The remarks in Bible De-
fended were written, as the first page of
section II. shows, in apposition to the
affirmation ‘that the Bible is fallible in
its history.” It is true that those remarks
do not take the explicit stand exhibited
by brother Roberts in ‘Is the Bible the
work of inspiration ¥ But there is nothing
in them contrary to his contention, where
rightly understood ? I endorse the posi-
tion he takes. I understood the
Scriptures to be ‘inspired’ in the
diversity of modus operands referred to by
Pau] in Hebrews, when he said God spake
‘in diverse manners.” It does not appear
to me necessary that God should reveal
matters of history by vision, or similitude,

correspondent as’

or by speech in all cases. A recognised
record, and one which God knew to be
reliable so far as the things in it were con-
cerned, might be selected under divine
guidance, for preservation along with the
sayings of the prophets. The sentence in
Bible Defended, ¢ Isit necessary for matters
purely historical to be the word of inspira-
tion?’ is qualified by the association of
the word ‘inspiration’ with ‘God pro-
claiming His mind by the Spirit,” words
which immediately follow the sentence
above quoted. The Spirit of God ‘selects’
and ‘directs’ what men shall say, as well
as compelling utterance, when His purpose
requires that mode of communicating His
instruction.”

To another correspondent bro. Sulley
wrote :—‘“ Yes, it was 1 who sent you one
section of Bible Defended because in it
I thought you would see that the new de-
parture on the subject of inspiration is
Jjust a counterpart of the position taken up
by the ‘four clergymen.” And because
I thought you would see in Bible De-
fended some reasons against the theory
you appear to beimbibing. Permit me to
differ with you when you say *bro.
Roberts raises an entirely different ques-
tion from the one hro. Asheroft brings
forward’ and that he ¢has failed to grasp
the point at issue.” Here is a marvel, that
the advocates of the new theory cannot see
the real issue involved in the contention
they raise, and which simply amounts
to the destruction of the hope of the
gospel if logically followed out.  Brother
Asheroft’s theory would be accepted with
satisfaction by the gospel-nullifying
‘Revs.” around us. His article has al-
ready been favourably spoken of by the
Christian World. He takes up the postu-
lates of the enemies of the Truth, whom
we have been fighting publicly and
privately for years past, and invites the
brethren everywhere .to loose their hold of
past conviction and accept what, for con-
venience, may be called a ‘new theory,’
but yet is not new, for the clergy have np-
held it, in some form or other, for years.

“ T would just like you to compare the
following quotations from brother Ash-
croft’s article on inspiration with some of
the utterances of the clergymen whose lec-
tures were reviewed here some time since.
Perbaps it will be best to write out the
portions to which I refer in each case in
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order that you may compare them with
greater facility.

“The new contention I will schedule
under the letter ¢ A,’ and those of the
‘Rev.” gentlemen referred to, uuder the
heading, ‘ Rv. & Co.””

“A” says:

‘It may be presumed that the provi-
dence of God has superintended the
conveyance of the Scriptures, from the
date of their production to the present
time, and, although this divine surveillance
may not have insurved the infallibility of
every textand word,it has yet been ample for
all the ends contemplated thereby. Those
ends are of a moral and spiritunl character,
and areabundantly served by the Scriptures
ag we now have them.”

‘“ Tnspiration covers all that may be
said to belong to divine revelation proper,
and by which we mean everything in the
Scriptures, that may have been beyond
the power of man to discover for himself.”

“Rv. & Co.” say :

‘“The Bible teaches the spiritual; it does
not teach the natural, or to put it another
way, the Bible does not teach a single fact
to the knowledge of which man’s other
faculties are capable of leading him.”

On page 4 ‘“A” implies his endorse-
ment of the theory as follows :—-

AT says —

““That historical infallibility is not
essential to the inspiration of the Scrip-
tures.”’

““It clearly did not come within the
scope of a revelation of moral and spiritual
truth to anticipate the discoveries of
science.”

“ From it we remove all that science
has to tell us, and all that we may ascer-
tain by induction and independent
enquiry., These are not matters with
which inspiration has to deal.”

*“The office of divine revelation is not
to teach us that which is otherwise ascer-
tainable, but to shew us the way of life :
to make us wise unto salvation, and to
perfect us in that holiness without which
no man shall see the Lord.”

“Rv. & Co.” say :—

‘“We are not concerned to deny that
the Bible may be infallible in its his-
tory.”

‘“The Bible is fallible in its science.”

It is not the business of the Bible to
teach science.”

“It is the business of the Bible not to
teach science.”

“One of the indiepensable conditions
of the revelation of authoritative teach-
ing from the spiritual world is that there
should be no intrusion whatever into the
sphere of the natural world.

““There are other quotations which
might be made, but these will sulffice
to show the relationship of the wri-
ters whose words have been placed
in apposition. It is strange to see the
daughtersof Rome so nearly in accord with
the advocate of the new theory. But the
new theory itself will not bear investiga-
tion. Its advocate is self-contradictory in
the propositions laid down as a whole.
For instance, after saying we may re-
move from inspiration all that science has
to tell us, he says on page 6, *‘The
divine authority of all Old Testament
matters, to which Christ in hie discourses
referred, is, by such reference, placed be-
yond controversy, for all who believe him
to have spoken the words of God. He re-
ferred to the creation of man—to the his-
tory of tha flood—to the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah—to the fate of Lot’s
wife—to the narrative of Moses and the
burning bush,” &ec. Now all these
subjects are subjects npon which science
has mmnch to say. Aud while it is true
that science does not make us acquainted
with the facts themselves, scientific truth
is involved in them. If we concede that
the Bible is defective in its reference to
matters of scientific subjects, or is fallible
in its science, then we concede the whole
ground to the enemy, and, by the showing
of **A,” discredit the testimony of Christ.
We had better take the bold and true posi-
tion, and defend it with all the power we
possess, *“that all true science is in har-
mouny with the Bible.” I am prepared to
take that stand.

*“Then, as to the points you raise respect-
ing Paul’s statement that certain instruc-
tions which he gave was not *‘ by com-
mand,” it would never do to argue that
his instruction, or his advice if you like,
was not given by ‘‘inspiration.” I take
it that all Paul said to the brethren in the
seventh chapter of Coriuthians was by
direction, guidance, or instruction from
the Lord by the Spirit; that he was re-
quired to enjoin certain things upon the
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brethren as *‘commands,” and certain
other things, as “‘good,” ““wise,” and ‘‘ex-
peﬂient ”"— things in which a brother
might exercise some degree of choice.
« .. The apostles and prophets were
inspired to say nany things which were
not ‘‘commands.” And many things are
*“ given by inspiration,” and profitable to-
wards the end for which they were given,
without being the utterances of God. The
existence of such things in the record does
not in the least degree affect the infalli-
bility or inspirational character of the
‘‘ Holy Scriptures,” otherwise the lie of
Ananias would disprove the inspirational
character of the fifth of Acts. And the
presence of Gentile speechesin the prophecy
of Daniel would disprove its claims to be
divine,

Tobe consistent, the advocates of the new
theory ought to take up the position of the
C‘ongtegationalists and Churchmen gener-
ally, and agree that David’s reference to
death and the grave are but the ** gloomy
sayings of Old Testament Saints,” -and
that, therefore, the Christadelphian con-
tention respecting death and the grave, is,
after all, a huge mistake.

“Then, as to the chronological discre-
pancy, which you appear to think isa pal-
pable mistake, your case is not proved by
citing the facts as you know them, You
are bound to admit that all the facts are
not ascertainable, and that absolute proof
of error there is none. You count
up the names in Matthew, and say there
are only 13 generations to Christ, while it
is stated there are 14. Here you think is
a palpable mistake. How so? Suppose
the Spirit in Matthew gave a full and cor-
rect list, and some copyist omitted one
name. In what way does the omission
prove the list to be uninspired ? Axnd in
what way is the integrity and inspirational
value of the Bible disproved thereby ?
Why, in none.

“*Its very existence in its present form is
rather a proof to the contrary, for had not
the writing been held sacred, more recent
scribes would have altered it to make it
to appear more consistent with itself.
The fact of the matter is, a variety of rea-
sons can be given explaming the apparent
discrepancies, if the facts-are *‘ ingenuons-
ly” avowed and fairly answered. There is
not an atom of excuse in such difficulties
for proclaiming the sweeping Bible-nulli-
fying propositions of Ewegetist, It is not

| its line of argument conclusive.

a question as to whether the Bible is in-
spired in a verbal or a plenary form that
is raised, but as to the reliability of the
sacred record itself,

“ Verbal” writes :—*¢ I enclose a speci-
men page or two of a work on inspiration
that I have, by whom written I don’t
know. I got it amongst some waste paper,
and it is not exactly complete. It would
seem to have beer written as an antidote
to- the articles of Professor Robertson
Smith, in the °Britannica.” Whoever
the writer may be, he is evidently well
acquainted with the famous ¢apparatus,’
yet he contends for verbal inspiration in
its strictest sense ; there is no doubt some
‘chafl” in thebook, and some things in phil-
ology that I can't follow, yet there are
some capital things in suppert of the
writer's contention, that inspiration ex-
tends to all details of manner and matter
in the whole of the Bible. ”

(True : there are some ‘° capital thinge”
in it. We shall probably give some quo-
tations presently. —-ED.)

«J. C. H.” an alien, in sympathy with
the truth, says :—*‘I have read your ad-
mirable paper on Inspiration, and think
Your
view is the one I have held for years;
though, in common with yourself, I am
prepared to admit that into the accessible
MSS. some verbal inaccuracies may
have crept; which have been trans-
ferred to the English and other modern
versions, If we could lay hold
of the original rolls as they came
from the hand of the inspired penman, we
should find their contents to be the veri-
table word of God, though presented
through human instrumentahty. The
Spirit of God and the spirit of man be-
came, for the time being, one spirit;
hence the words of this ‘one spirit®
were really and truly God’s words;
or how could we depend on their capa-
bility of being a ‘light to our

ath, and a lamp to our feet?
f even'the first chapter of Genesis conld
be interpreted as the Spirit could interpret
4t, it would be found more scientifically
accurate than ‘modern science’ itself,
which is largely charged with illogical in-
ferences from insufficient data. h% . Ash.
croft l.as scarcely been discreet guough in
his admissions. He has, perbaps unwit-
ingly, though with the best intentions,
played into the hands of latter-day free-
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thinkers, latitudinarians, aund Unitarians,
and made some progress towards reducing
the Bible to a partial level with other his-
torical productions, which, from the
nature of the case, and a mixture of truth
and error. We shonld remember that
while the hand of the Spirit was upon’
the writer, or the ~peaker, all that he
wrote or spoke must necessarily be the pro-
duction of the Spirit, whether the subject
matter be historical, legal, social, or pro-
phetic, or even, apparently, common-
place. Even Balaam could not ‘go be-
yond ’ the directing power of the Spirit
that came upon him, to compel him to de-
clare the ‘whole counsel of God,” how-
ever contrary it might be to the natural
bent of his vwn ¢ carnal mind.””

Bro. Stainforth, of Bristol, thus writes
of Dean Alford’s (so-called) ‘* Two demon-
strable Historical Mistakes” in the inspired
‘‘Apology” of Stephen.—** MISPAKE” THE
Firsr.—Stephen said (v. 6) that *‘God
spake in this wise ; that his (Abram’s) seed
should sojourn in a strange land (and that
they should bring them into bondage and
entreat them evil) 400 years.” Whereas,
in Ex. xii. 40, we read, ** Now the sojourn-
ing of the children of Israel (who dwelt in
Egypt) was 430 years.” Which is right ?
Or, rather, let us ask, Where ts the ** Mis-
take ¥ For it is quite plain that Stephen
was not quoting Exodus at all! The
““ mistake,” if any, lies not with Stephen,
but with the author of the Pentateuch, for
we find the original of the quotation in
Gen. xv. 13, ““The Lord said to Abram,
thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that
is not theirs (and they shall serve them,
aud they shall afflict them) 400 years.”
It becomes difficult, except perhaps to
the. mind of a ‘* Reverend Dean,
Doctor of Divinity (?)” to conviet
Stephen of a ‘*mistake’ on the above
premises. But is there any mistake in the
case at all? There is none. Ex. xii
40 Joes not assert, nor imply, that the
sojourner in Egypt lasted 430 years ; but
that ¢ The Expatriation of the Hebrew
race (who dwelt-in Egypt part of the time)
commencing with the emigration of Abram
their proprietor, from Haran, lasted 430
years.”

We are told that ‘“ Abraham sojourned
in the land of promise as in a strange
country " (Heb. xi. 9). And he styled him-
self ‘“a sojourner,” when he had dwelt
there 65 years (Gen. xxiii. 4). 1'hus 430

years Expatriation commenced at the
departure of Abram from Haran, at the
age of 75 years, (Gen. xii. 4) ; and termin-
ated at the Exodus. But the propbecy
Stephen quoted, refers to a period 25 years
after that departure. For it speaks of the
sojourn of ‘‘his seed.” Now we read “ In
Isaac shall thy seed be called ” (Gen.
xxi. 12). But Isaac was not born till
Abraham was 100 years old (Gen. xvii. 17):
that is 25 yearsafter the commencement of
his sojourn in strange countries. So that
if the entire duration of ‘‘the sojourn”
was 430 years, that would leave strictly
405 years as the sojourn of the seed ; which
if described as “four centuries” would
hardly be reckoned in any other historian
as constituting a ‘‘mistake.” Here we
may rewafk (though superfluously) that
in Ex. xii. 40, the Septuagint inserts after
““who dwelt in Egypt,” the words, ‘‘and
in the Land of Cavaan.” Thus confirming
the above interpretation. (N.B.—The
brackets in both Gen. xv. 13 and Ex. xii.
40 are essential to a correct understanding
of those passages. )

In conclusion let us ask ourselves ‘‘ Can
we imagine a man in his defence before
the Sanbedrim, the business and glory of
whose lives it was to ‘‘know the Law” of
Moses, can we imagine him to make ‘“‘two
Historical Mistakes,” which are palpable
to the Gentile ‘‘ Dean” Alford, without
their being at once detected and exposed
by the seventy as on¢c man? The idea is
too improbable to be entertained (except
by the orthodox mind), and this considera-
tion alone (entirely apart from the question
of Divine Inspiration), should have induced
those who are so ready to believe in
Stephen’s fallibility at the invitation of
Dean Alford to have examined twice or
rather twenty times before speaking or
writing once.

“MisTAKE"(?})THE SEcoND. —* ‘Thensent
Joseph aud called his father Jacob to him
and all his kindred—75 souls” (Aects vii.
14). Whereas we are shown (Gen. xlvi.
27), ** All the souls of the house of Jacob
who came into Egypt were 70.” *Which
is right?” Rather say, ‘ Which is
wrong ¢" Neither! Look at the list
given in Gen, xlvi.
No. of Jacob’s descendants by Leah

(all told), v. 8-15 . ok
But the total is called in v. 15 as only

33; so doubtless ¢ Shanl,” who is

specified in v. 10 as ‘“the son of a
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Canaaritish woman,” was regarded
for some reason otherwise unspecified
as excluded, deduct therefore for him 1
Er and Onan died in Canaan, v. 12,

deduet... 2

Total of survivors of Leah’s descendants 81
Total of Zilpah’s descendants, v. 1§... 16
Total of Rachael’s descendants,
v. 22 .. 14
But Ephraim and Manasseh were
born in Egypt, not in Canaan,
v. 20, deduct ... e 2
— 12
Total of Bilhah’s descendants, v. 25... 7

Making total of immigrants to Egypt
(descended from Jacob), v. 26 .. 66
Now add Er aud Onan, both deccased,
v. 12 .. . 2
Add Ephraim and Manasseh, already
in Egypt before the arrival of the
rest of the family, v. 20 ... .2

Making total of Jacob's descendants,
v. 27 (including the two deceased)... 70
Add also Jacob, Leah, Zilpah, and
Bilhah ..o 4
Add Rachael, deceased... . ... RO |

Making total of Joseph’s kindred, as
per Acts vii. 14 (dead and alive) ... 75

But it may reasonably be objected that
Rachel, being dead and buried, could not
have obeyed Joseph's ¢ call ;” nor could
Er and Onan have ‘‘gone down into
Egypt ” for the same reason. Therefore,
they must not be reckoned.

But it is to be observed, in reply, that
the principle on which' the numbers
are made up in Gen. xlvi. is (‘“ all Joseph’s
kindred,” which genealogically considered
would include) the two deceased (Ev and
Onan) and the three (Joseph and his two
sons), already in Egypt, are included as
items of the totals in both verses 15 and
26. The numbers, in fact, are evi .ently
calculated on the principle that they would
have formed part of the company, if they
had all been in Canaan and all living.”

Brother Thomas Haining, of Hurlford
(formerly of Auchinlech), writes: *“It
gives me much pleasure to send you the
enclosed, which has been handed to me by
a worthy brother, for the purpose of
rendering a little assistance in the way of
meeting the extra expenses which have

necessarily been incurred at this crisis, in
detending the word of God from the
assaults which are being made upon it,
and as an expression of sympathy with
you, under the extra labour and anxiety
you have been thus called upon to endure;
also in the expectation that you will
continue throughout this controversy, to
vindicate the honour of the truth (coun-
cerning which its author is so jealous)
firmly and courageously without fear or
favour, Being one who has set his face as
a flint against any compromise with
error, he has always evinced great
anxiety to have the truth consistently
maintained in all its bearings with integ-
rity and uprightness, and consequently
has never had any sympathy with any
other course.

‘“In writing previously on the general
situation at some length, the brethren
here gave expression to their astonishment
and regret at what had taken place. While
it must have been evident to the observant
that an evil leaven has been at work for
some time, it must have entered into but
few minds to conceive that it would have
sprung into such activity in the form it
has assumed, and in such a quarter.

““At the time of the former controversies,
it was quite observable that the spiritual
atmosphere had become murky prior to
each outbreak. The storms which then
arose, and were more or less prolonged, had
a clearing and purifying effect, resulting in
the dispersion of the disturbing elements,
and producing for a time a much greater
degree of harmony and unity of action in
that which remained. It would seem as
disturbances of some sort were periodically
required, and were providentially evolved
for this purpose. Wars of this kind are
painful in their operation, and to the pro-
ducers the consequence cannot be other
than serious, We require to see to it that
our hands are clean in this matter.  His-
tory in relation to the affairs of the truth
seem to repeat itself. Contemporary with
Jesus and the apostles were a respectably
educated class ‘uncircumcised in heart
and ears” who resisted the unadulterated
truth as them expounded. The practical
bearings of the situation thus formed being
esteemed too hard, a toning-down process
was devised. But to be successful in this
the doctrine must be modified, aund the
most sure way of accomplishing this was to
introduce the opinions of the learned, who
had come to be esteemed by many very
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wise, and their productions worthy of being
handed down to fame—say shame instead
and we are nearer the truth, for it remains
a stubborn fact that while the great things
of Jehovah’s law was made void by this
means, the truth, as it is in Jesus, came to
be spoiled by philosophy (so-called) and
vain deceit.  Now that an endeavour is
being made to exalt the human element in
the Holy Scriptures to the exclusion of the
divine to the extent it has, we are at the
same time being informed that the beauti-
ful portions of ‘general literature’-—the
product of men of corrupt minds and desti-
tute of the truth, is worthy our regard,
and may be continued throughout the
coming age. Surely such a teacher has
forgotten (if he ever had learned) that
¢ The Lord alone will be exalted in
that day.” That that day will be
¢ upon all pleasant pictures ’ (doubt-
less including that ¢ general literature’
with its idealisations, which can
only afford pleasure to suck as have failed
in forming a proper estimate of divine
things) . . . ‘And the idols he will
utterly abolish ;7 then ‘The lofty looks
of man shall be humbled, and the haughti-
ness of men shall be bowed down ;’ and it
is also written: ‘O Lord . . . the
Gentiles come unto thee from the ends of
the earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers
have inherited lies, vanity, and things
wherein is no profit.” All sober and up-
right-minded believers will see it to be
their duty at the present crisis to use
all legitimate means at their disposal
to resist to the uttermostall theories (from
whatsoever quarter they may emanate)
which may have a tendency to undermine
the foundation upon which our faith rests,
and our hope is built. It is a remarkable
fact that those wlho were the inciting cause
of the various controversies which have
taken place throughout the history of the
truth during the last 30 years, have as
a rule either lightly esteemed or altogether
ignored the expositions of Dr. Thomas, and
many will doubtless have observed that as
a rule those who had put these aside went
aside themselves into other paths than
that of the truth souner or later.  This
was more particularly apparent in what
came to be known as ‘Dowieism,’ even
long before any open rupture took place.
The many hard sayings of his detractors
will never alter the fact of this worthy
man (Dr. Thomas) being the honoured
instrument of discovering, amidst much

tribulation, all the truth necessary to be
believed forjustification and righteousness,
thereby giving opportunity to all so dis-
posed, to cultivate those conditions which
produce genuine godliness, true holiness.
of character ‘without which no wman shall
see the Lord.” The vain endeavour to
patch at a found ation already perfect, and
so thoroughly discovered is not only time
misspent, but is also the cause of much
‘vain jangling and strife’—a ¢striving
about words to no profit,” to the subvert-
ing of many. Amidst present troubles
and distresses, it is matter for comfort
to all who are striving for the prize law-
fully to know, that ‘the counsel of the
Lord it shall stand,” and that ‘the Lord
knoweth them that are his.””

Brother George Dick, of Glasgow, writes:
—<¢1 give you my hearty thanksfortheway
you have acted in the new trouble that has
sprung up among us, While giving brother
Ashcroft all deference for his acquirements.
in ‘ Biblical Science,” the theory he has
propounded on Inspiration will not, I be-
lieve, be endorsed by the large majority of
the brotherhood to which we belong. He
was very much loved and respected
throughout the various ecclesias. On that.
account, many who differ from him are
reluctant to openly avow their hostility to
the position he has assumed. There is a.
general waiting attitude observed by many
of those who are in the habit of express-
ing their minds on any controversy that
arises. To assert that part of the Bible is.
the production of wunaided human
capacity is a mere venture, Suppos-
ing there were some grounds for
such an opinion, to divide the Scriptures.
from the Scriptures, would require the
Power that divided the waters from the
waters. The history of many professors.
teaches us that the taste indulged in fc»
cutting the rough edges off the Bible ends.
in tearing out whole leaves. I would
rather see a few motes in the Bible by
whomsoever inserted, than view patiently
the attempt to purge the sacred records,
by a method that is likely to end in
disaster to all who try it. Christ’s silence:
in regard to any serious defect in the
Hebrew Seriptures, is presumptive proof
that no such defect exists, or anything
wrong of such importance as to cause Him
to intermeddle with them. He denounced
the traditions and commandments of men
as useless and vain. Would He altogether
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have held His tongue if the Scriptures
were a mixture of wisdom, human and
«livine?”

Bro. J. Grant, of Carrbridge:—*It is
a sore humiliation to men and women,
grown grey in the trials aud hopes of the
household of faith, to see that two, or
more, newly-fledged brethren shonld be
now busy in pulling down, and scattering
to the winds, the structure so laboriously
erected by the united efforts and prayers
of many minds. Wonderful, indeed, are
the ways of the Most High God! Ap-
parently, it must needs be that these
trials come, as the beloved apostle has it,
¢ They went out from us that it might be
manifest they were not of us.’ Had these
two late ¢ Rev.’ brethren been thoroughly
brought into subjection to the spirit and
teachings of the Bible, they would have
acted a very different part. Both of them
show an animus (hide it as they will)
against the inspiration of the Scriptures,
which must for evar brand them, in the
-eyes of all really spiritual-minded men, as
adventurers of & very dangerous kind,
They give ample evidence of being pos-
sessed with the spirit of Jezebel—or rather
Balaam—who, in a most sanctimonious
maaner, coveted the wages of unrighteous-
ness. Brother Asheroft, forsooth, setting
up as a corrector of our beloved brother,
of fragrant memory, Doctor Thomas!
The idea is preposterous. I see he has
now completely recovered his health, since
departing from the (spiritually uncon-
genial, I should say) atmosphere of Bir-
mingham. In this may be traced the
secret of his uuntamed submission to the
truth, It is but natural that brother
Chamberlin and he should now ‘sail in
the same boat.” Brethren evervwhere will
observe that the one puffs up and supports
the other ; and that both men are em-
barked in the (to them) very laudable
work of undermining and pulling to pieces
‘the temple of the living Gol’ But,
although man proposes, God is the dis-

oser of all things. No doubt but the
Erotherhood require to be thus tried, that
the really precious among them (the fine
gold) may be made manifest. It was so in
past times, and must needs be asiin. The
Jfoolish and the wise virgins must be on
the scene when the master appears. Bro-
ther Ashcroft has taken to popularising
the truthamong thegeuteel and ‘learned.”
He takes off the Spirit's edge, and dangle

before the eyes of the brotherhood and the
world an attenuated hollow skeleton, un-
inviting and unacceptable to either side.
He no doubt thinks that he is clever and
learned ; but he ought to know that wery
few learned men and women ever em-
braced the faith of the ‘poor and needy
man.” It might also be worth his pains
to remember that, as a general rule, the
learned men in the Church were at all times
the originators and propagators of heresy
and unsound doctrine. In former ages
they ¢ denied the Father and the Son ; in
our day they deny the inspiration of the
Bible ; in the wilderness they rebelled at
God’s commands given by Moses; they
now perform the same ‘evolution’ in
regard to the friends (poor and uninspired)
of the truth in this dark and cloudy day.
How true it is that history goes on repeat-
ing itself. Let the household of God
everywhere beware of this specious attack
on the precious word of life. In the good
providence of God, aided by the self-deny-
ing labours of a few brethren, we have
attained to a saving standing in the truth.
Let us watch that no man deprive us of the
great reward.”

Brother J. Saunders, Barnstaple : —¢“1
am truly sorry there should be any need
for such a production as your pamphlet on
wmspiration. Brother Ashcroft’s Eregetist
truly astonished mo. It was so unlike
what I expected that it was hard to be-
lieve it could coms from anyone among us.
I looked forward to something upon the
lines of truth, as I have been accustomsad
to see it and uaderstand it—a something
helpful to the faith and hope of the body
of Christ in general. But, alas! what
havewe? I do not wish to speak unjustly
or unkindly. Bat I am bound to say
that the article on inspiration looks to me
in the opposite direction extirely, so much
so that if he put it into the hands of the
young, studious, but inexperienced, seeker
after truth, it can have no other effect, in
my judgment, than to turn such aside into
secret, 1f not avowed, infidelity. Had the
book come from an alien, of the Colenso
stamp, it could be understood, and just
what I might have expected. I fail to
detect the voiee of the Spirit in it at all,
Surely the ‘silver cord is not lossed, or
the golden bowl broken’ before the time.
I write as things look to me, knowing
nothing of B. A. or any other brother
personally, save two or three, some years
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since. With me, the truth as it is in
Jesus is everything. Whatever or whoever
dims its lustre, is an adversary.”

Brother Caven, Dalbeattie:—‘* We are
sorry for the present state of things, as all
true-hearted brothers and sisters must be. I
have had a long letter from brother Robison,
Lockerbie, anent the matter, asking me to
write. I have also seen brother Robertson,
Dumfries, and brother Kirk, Whitehill,
with brother Hamilton here. We have all
agreed, before speaking to one another asto
the unwise course brother Ashcroft has
taken. We pray he may give it up and
return to the simplicity that is in Christ,
.o Dark is the night and chill, but,
brother, did not Christ say, ‘It is impos-
sible but that offences will come,’ and Paul
who was a faithful follower of Christ,
‘there must be also heresies among you,
that they which are approved may be
made manilest among you; all things con-
sidered, it is no wonder such things should
be. .The ideas of the natural man are
dark and cloudy. We, like the moon,
must borrow our light from the one great
sonrce, the Son of Righteousness.”

Brother J. Robertson, Dumfries :—*‘ I
sincerely sympathise with your position at
the present time, and desire to strengthen
your hands by such assurance. It 1s al-
most all I can do, and in itself may be un-
important, but perhaps you will bear with
my expression of it seeing it proceeds
from the 7cal possession thereof. —It does
seem to me that in dealing with the Scrip-
tures, the only effective method of en-
forcing their aunthority is to place some
aspects of the Gospel before the mind, so
that its natural darkness being thereby
illuminated, it is enabled to respond to
the divine ideas, and Ly their borrowed
light, vraverse all the hidden intricacies of
God’s word. Without this key being
in the hands of the operator (and the per-
son operated upon), all this arguing
about the nature and extent of Inspiration
is so much ‘strife about words’ which are
neither to the profit of writers or
their readers. Hence, the multitude of
volumes emanating from the learned
Naturals, whichare certainly an obscuring
of counsel by words without knowledge.
Surely no one in the truth should be
desirous of emulating the examyple
they have shewn to be so utterly
incapable of enlightening either their

by the sects.

own or other’s minds. I reiterate your
words. What has the trath gained from
the learning of either the present or the
past?  ‘The trammels of unlearned
manipulation’ will compare favourably
with the learning of the schools, so far as
making the Scriptures intelligent and in-
telligible is concerned, at any rate.”
Brother J.Fidler, Nottingham :—¢“Allow
me to say that you have my sympathy in
the new trial about the inspiration of the
Bible. I heard brother Ashcroft give the
lecture on inspiration in Nottingham.
The impression made on my mind was that
it was just the thing both to create and
foster doubt and unbelief in the divine
records. The impression made by the
lecture has been strengthened into a con-
viction by reading the Ewxegetist, which
seems to me to be little or nothing more
than opinions of men who are mnot in
Christ. I have read your pamphlet on
inspiration, and believe it to be simply
unanswerable, There may be replies to
it, but replies are not necessarily answers.
The argrments and proofs you have ad-
duced cannot be overthrown—no, not even
by-all the learning of modern eriticism
that may be brought to bear against it.
The more I know of the truth, the more I
believe and. love it. Faith is the gift of
God, and comes by hearing the voice of
God in His Word. The new theory of in-
spiration, if received (in my opinion) will
have just the opposite effect, so that love
and faith in the word would be weakened,
and eventually die altogether.  The
opinions of an uneducated man may not
be worth much, but the truth is worth
everything to those who believe in it and
are trusting in it. It seems to me that
greater care is needed by the brethren, lest
we find ourselves worshipping education,
natural gifts, and such like things. These,
together with houses and lands, machines
and factories, horses aud chariots, gold
and silver, and fine clothing are about the
sam and substance of what is worshipped
To avoid these things, let
our meetings be conducted with the
greatest simplicity and warmn-heartedness
tending to lead us to worship God only.”
Bro. James Mowatt, Aberdeen :—I do
feel very mach when anvthing is said con-
cerning the Scriptures that would infringe
in any degree upon their truthfulness.
Showing us, as they do, the way te salva-
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tion, we may rely upon their doctrine and
history, believing that when. the Spirit did
not move a writer directly, it so guided him
that no error could obtain insertion, even
when on anything counected with science
and the understood principles of the
times, they might express themselves ac-
cordingly.”

Bro. Bragginton, Kidderminster :—
¢ When I first heard of brethren Shuttle-
worth, Asheroft and Chamberlin, leaving
the office, I was surprised, but I thought
I would wait and see how things would
turn out, I think I see through them
now. I was very sorry to see that por-
tion of bro. Ashcroft’s letter (about Dr.
Thomas). It seems inconsistent with
what appeared in the Christadelphion for
April, 1883, where he says the Dr. in in-
tellectual respect towered high above any
writer in orthodoxy with whom he had a
personalacquaintance. Idon’t thinkit would
have ‘‘abashed” bro. Ashcroft then to have

laced the philological * puerilities of the
%r.'s in the hands of an average college
student.” I have always been under the
impression (and I am now) that the Dr.
was a first class Hebrew and Greek
scholar. Evenif it were not so, has bro.
Asheroft forgot, or did he ever know, that
it'’s the poor and simple minded (and
therefore unlearned) that God has chosen
in every age in the working out of His
plan? And he says again that in his
opinion he, the Dr., wrote too much asall
writers for a livelthood are in danger of
doing. I take that to mean that the Dr.
was one of the all. How does this agree
with what he said in the Christadelphian
for April, 1883, when in speaking of the

enerality of writers, he says, * and with
iow entire an absence of that stimulus
which prompts the efforts of literary men
in general. They write for fame or money
or both, but he could have been actuated
by neither of these motives, for doubtless he
could have earned for himself much more
of both in the profession he first adorned.’
Anyone can see this that knows anything
about the Dr.—Dear bro. be as zealous for
the truth in the future as you have been
in the past, you have the sympathy of true
brethren in Christ to such an extent
that they would part with all they had
rather than see the truth go down.”

Bro. Norman, Peterboro:—*“1 must
say, dear bro,, that I never was more sur-

prised in my life than when I read bro.
Asheroft's paper.  Who could tell from
the reading of it that it emanated from a
brother? No one. He invites the brethren
to read and study the works of men who
know nothing of the truth as it is in Jesus,
and which will in the end land them both
ina ditch. The blind may lead the blind,
as undoubtedly they do in ‘rev.’ circles ;
but a man that can see will not consent to
be led by a blind man ! Our bro. mentions
plenty of works of the wise of this world,
but hie does not even recommend one book
to his readers that would bring them to a
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus,
I suppose it is as he told you ; he is
ashamed to have Dr. Thomas’s achieve-
nients placed by the side of the modern
system of Biblical criticism. We are
aware which is of the most value in the
sight of God.  Dr. Thomas has done’ a
work which will stand when all the wise
of this world will have vanished from the
scene for ever. Dear bro., hold fast. It
may be we shall nothave to wait much
longer. We shall see the face of him whom
we have desired solong. I hope our bro.
Ashcrott will turn his course in time.”
Bro. Holland, Manchester :—*‘ May God
grant you strength and consolation in
your painful and trying situation, so that
you may be enabled to defend His word
from perversion. I have no doubt but
that in the end good will come out of the
case, for I have often been pained to be
associatad with brethren who not only
dispute the inspiration of certain passages
of Scripture, but have declared that they
would not quote any passage from the
Book of Job. The time has come for the
removal of the corruption which has crept
into the ecclesias. I cannot see how the
position taken up by bro. Asheroft can
fail to end in the rejection of the Bible
altogether. And how any man who has
read the Doctor’s works, say nothing of
his life, could charge him with writing for
a living, to my mind can only be ex-
plained by ignoring the facts of the case.
During the eleven years I have been gon-
nected with the truth I have never heard
such a charge laid against the Doctor,
not even by his oppounents : for those who
have read any of his works confess. that
he did not write to please men, which
those who write for a living are compelled
to do. If the Doctor erred in his explan-
ations of the Scriptures, through too
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much writing for a living, what must we
expect from the criticisms of one whe has
that very object in view, and who under-
takes to supply us with the criticisms of
a class of men of whom it may be truly
said—

“They lie for a living and do it well,

With their joys of heaven and pangs of hell.”

Brother R. Norrie, Edinburgh:—“A
good many of the brethren seem disg;)sed
1o make a compromise of the truth,

ey
do not intend to go very far,—O no ! éut,

when the carriage gets off the rails, it is
in a very dangerous position. It does not
go far without a tumble down. I was very
much surprised to see brother Ashcroft
turn round and try to bring Dr. Thomas
into the shade by representing that he
wrote only for the illiterate who could
not call in question what he said. Itis
very remarkable that Jesus never called
any literary gentlemen to be his followers,
only the illiterate. The course brothers
Ashcroft and Chamberlin are pursuing will
not last long. They have put themselves
in a wrong position in starting te hunt out
all the bastard daughters the Mother of
Harlots have brought forth. Our true
position is to be adding to our faith.”

Bro. Mankin, Whitby :—** Ever since I
received the Lig’zt-stowwl from bro. Shuttle-
worth, I have had a strong desire to write
a few lmes to you. Iam under the debt
of having received the trufh many years
since by reading your productions. And
my watchful observance of your conduct
in the meanwhile (supporting the word
under all circnmstances) has convinced me
that you love it, and are determined to
stand by it to the end. It was with
feelings of sorrow tnat I read bro. Ash-
croft’s remarks relative to the Dr., a man
of such priceless valueto usall. I confess
I never read his works without being im-
pressed with my own ignorance, and I may
say I never rise from reading a portion of
Eurcka without wonderment respecting
the man. May God support you in your
contention for the purity of the truth,”

FOREIGN.

Brother Vredenburg, Jersey City, U.S. :
—*The brethren here, almost without
exception, endorse the stand you have
taken. I am right glad to see your re-
marks in the last letter to brother Shuttle-

worth, published in the Light-stand.
Every sound brother will recognise your
statement of the case as the truth, and
will feel bound to stand by you. A whole
Bible is a source of strength to the man of
faith, but of what value can a partly-in-
spired be,if no one can infallibly state what
is and what is not? I should think that
such as he, brother Ashcroft, above all
others, would feel and see the necessity of
a plenarily-inspired Word at least. There
must be a real ground of confidence, other-
wise we arve left wholly to the caprice of
‘opinion.” Itis a day of stubbornness
and stupidity. Our prayer is that Jacob’s
God may uphold your hands in your
earnest contention for the truth. Do not
cease to cry aloud, and spare not, the
more go, that brother Ashcroft seems to
play into the hands of the wicked crowd,
from whom he professes to have separated
himself.”

Brother M. McNellie, Toronto, Canada :
—“1 am in receipt of Light-stand for
November, and also an advance copy of
Biclical Ewegetist. 1 am sorry indeed
that brother A. should have deemed such
a work as the latter necessary. Having
come to full assurance of faith in every-
thing pertaining to the zope of Isracl,
have no desire to revert to the dry bones
of literary critics for any further assurance.
Brother A., in his prefatory editorial,
says, ‘Our aim will be to exhibit the best
results of British and Continental enquiry,
and to adapt our pages to the require-
ments of all interested in the study of
sacred philology and exegests, whose circum-
stances are a bar to very comprehensive
research.” We suppose, that previous to
1876, brother A. had realised the best re-
sults of British and Continental inquiry,
and we know what tne result was in his
case—that he ‘had ceased to read syste-
matic divinity, believing it to be systematic
foolishness” (his own words). It was the
expressed opinion of brother A, in 1876,
that Dr. Thomas was the greatest man
since the days of the Apostles; in 1884,
the discovery is made that his knowledge
of Biblical criticism was so defective, that
he, brother A., would feel abashed ‘to be
compelled approvingly to place some of his
philological puerilities in the hands of an
average coll-ge student; that he was
ignorant ‘of almost the entire apparatus
which must assist in the determination of
textual matters in Hebrew and Gieek.
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He further says ‘he wounld he sorry
to consider him much of an authority
on matters that were admittedly beyond
his depth.” Now, where is the ‘autho-
rity ’ in such matters ? Are the dignitaries
of the National Church in England, and of
all other churches, ‘authorities,” who have
been propounding theories and expressing
opinions during all the Gentile ages, and
are shifting their moorings with every
generation ; and are at the present day
floundering in the theological guagmire
that they have created for themselves ; and
have shown infinitely more familiarity
with the mind of the flesh as exhibited in
Homer and Hesoid—in Demosthenes and
Plato—than with the mind of the Spirit,
as exhibited in Moses and the prophets?
Are these the men our bro. must take
counsel of in the furure? Is it their co-
operation and professorial reccnsion’ he
must now appeal to? The - theological
¢ manipulation ’ of ‘all the apparatus’ has
taken away the key of knowledge ; it has
closed, bolted, and barred the door of the
kingdom firm and fast. If the ‘average
college student’ is familiar with the appa-
#atus having such results, we must be
pleased to learn that the Dr.was so ignorant
of it. He had at command, however, an
apparatus which unlocked the door, and
showed with marvellous clearness the way
to the kingdom. By this door we have
entered ; in this way we walk ; and we
repudiate with loathing and indignation
the apparatus approved by modern Biblical
critics, however skilled in ZEuxegetics,
Homiletics and sacred philology. We be-

lieve in education nevertheless ; we believe

in leading out of the mind from the dark-
ness of superstition into the light of the
knowledge of the glory ofthe Lord. The
apparatus that advances this operation we
heartily approve ; every apparatus that
tends to darkening counsel by words with-
out knowledge, we heartily condemn. Our
brother is evidently getting into bad
company. Why should he seek to perplex
and bewilder intelligent and faithful men
and women about things that are with
these very learned men mere matters of
opinton end theory ? These diggers in the
mine of sacred lilerature have extracted
and cast from them all the gold and pre.
cious gems, and continue to amuse them.
selves by theorising over the débris. ¢ All
Scripture is given by inspiration and is
profitadle’—so saith the apostle—but the
opinions and theories of ¢ College students’

of all grades, have made it exceedingly
unprofitable iudeed, of which ¢ Christen-
dom’ bears the amplest testimony. A
Colenso and a Smith are striking examples
of the value of the scholarly manipulation
of the apparatus of which our late brother
is now said to have been so ignorant,
I am sorry, indeed, that brother A. should
have thought it necessary to engage in
the work of tampering with the text
and inspiration of the Seriptures, and
especially to drag in the opindons and
theorfes of the very learned soul-curers of
the Gentile world. Notwithstanding that
our brother has ‘long traversed both the
main roads and nuwmerous bye-paths of
sacred literature,” we cannot compliment
him on his spiritual perception. He had
trodden too long the many ¢ bye-paths of-
sacred literature.” The simplicity of the
faith has proved too much for him. He has
formed too high an estimate of the learned
critics, ana the jargon of the schools. His
educated and sensitive nature could ill-
brook association with the illiterate and
unrefined, and hence he must seek associa-
tion with the sacred literati of the Gentile
world.”

Bro. W. H. Reeve, Springfield, Ohio,
U.8S., who evidently had not received the
Light stand at the date of writing :—* To-
day brought the Euxegetist. Ireadit. It
struck me as a huge wave would strike a
ship on the deep. I wasstunned. alarmed.
It is positively dangerous! It is the
ripening of an apostacy (among us) more
speedily than I looked for. I said, who
will stand up against their ‘workings ?
Will brother R. ever open his eyes? Will
he bring these departures to the test of
Paul’s clear teachings,and obey the injane-
tions that he lays upon all the faithful in
Christ Jesus ¢ Are we to be hurried more
speedily than the Campbellites and Resti-
tutionists from their little strength in
parts of the truth into formal churches?
Must we become educated in the depths
as they speak ? Must we, indeed, abandon
the dear and well tried Doctor for the more
recent ¢ lights,” and the sepulchral
‘voices’ of the past apostacy’s fathers?
I fear many will, unless there is
more done to arrest it than there has
been in the last two or three years.
It was a great cross for me to oppose
‘Bro. A.’s removal,’” but I did not want
him to come then, I saw and knew too
much of his novice.-weakness. 1 am now
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satisfied that it would not have proved
beneficial to the ecclesias of the States.
In his new enterprise, it is much better
that he is there than here. I sincerely
desire that he may be rescued from his
mistaken idea that the dear ones any-
where need any of his, or any one else’s
‘ministerial erudition.” Does he think
thai brethren that have been studying Dr.

Thomas’s works for a score of years, and
by a fitter and better understanding of the
kingdom and name, are not yet scarcely
able to fathom the doctor’s learning, are
to give him up as a teacher of good things,
for the blind teachers of Exegests,
who never had a knowledge of the glad
tidings of the kingdom of God or his dear
Son? Oh! shame!”

SoL1m.oQUY oF A THINKER—(No. 4).—
Such troubled times! What days of doubt !
What scepticism! What storms of con-

troversy ! What contrary ecries! Still,
Moses yet, and the prophets ! Such
“Ism”ism! Opinionism ! pursnasion-

ism! sectarianism ! denominationalism !
What heaps of rubbish! Such novels !
What trash ! How deplorable the cor-
rupted taste of the times! Such sickly
sentimentality ! Rhymersand rhymesters,
pooh, poof. Such desperate deeds in the
war for wealth! What agony in the field
of fame! Such strivings, and strivings,
and strivings! Such enthusiasm of
humanity ! O Caucausian! O Mongolian!
O Nigritian! O American! O Austra-

lian ! Such a shattering of Papal tyrauny
and Mohammedan integrity ! Such free-
dom now for humanity ! What a

glorious, rationalistic dispensation dawns !
Such a mighty structure, the British
Constitution!—Raised up out of the rag-
ing elements of clashing interests! Such
fierce fury, @ war ! What resources for
the nation that marches under the wing of
Jehovah ! Such collossal empires ! What
enormous cities gathering up over the face
of the earth ! And, behold, now ! What
vestiges of the same twixt the Tigris and
Tiber ! Such a vast population about to
be ! Ye retiring inhabitants of the world,
is your duty perlormed ! Go not away to
the grave in grief. Such a moving among
the people ! What restlessness among the
nations ! Such, then—What time is it?
Seventeen years to the twentieth century.
What, then—How long ? Such a noise in

the city ! What activity ! What stir t—
Things.
Rericlous BazaArs FoRrR Raising

Monky.—To me it isincredible that people
who have any real and vital belief in the
doctrines of Christianity should be willing
to procure the pecuniary means of pro-
mulgating it by persuading foolish boys to
buy at extravagant prices, bad cigars, from

which pretty girls have bitten the tips;
by screaming farces acted by amateurs ;
by conjuring tricks, and the sale of knick-
knackeries ; by affording to giddy and
thoughtless persons of both sexes the op-
portunities tor chaff and badinage and
flirtation. Some of these things may be
innocent enough in themselves. But can
one associate them for a moment with
what he holds sacred ? I put this once to
a friend, a clergyman, who had just been
assisting at a bazaar. He told me frankly
enough that the thing yielded too well to
be given up. Did you ever read Arthur
Hugh Clough’s poem, “*The Shadow?” The
Pope, and the dignitaries, and paterfamilias
there speak in much the same way. To my
mind the thing is couclusive as a demon-
stration by Euelid, that people have for
belief only a formal acceptance of trans-
mitted dogma, and no real belief at all,
What would Paul or John say if they
could be roused from their long sleep and
taken to a bazaar in support of Christian
missions ? Paul would shake his head,
bewildered. ‘“This way I know not; I
was bold as a minister and teacher; I
suffered many things and counted not my
life dear that I might proclaim the truth ;
but this way I know not. Of the Jews 1
received stripes ; I was beaten with rods,
stoned, shipwrecked ; I was in journeyings
often, in perils by water, in perils of
robbers, perils from my own countrymen,
perils from the heathen, perils in the city,
perils in the wilderness, perils in the sea,
perils among false brethren ; weariness I
knew, painfulness, watchings, hunger,
thirst, tastings, cold, nakedness ; all these
things I knew and underwent cheerfully ;
but this way I know not: take me out of
it all : I stiffe here; let me teel the free
breath of heaven once more and have
some communion with real human faith
—or even unfaith : anything rather than
this ghastly make-belief.” Correspondent
of the Birmingham Mail.
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FURTHER

SEASONS OF COMFORT

(A Second Instalient of 52 Sunday Morning Addresses, at the Break-

ing of Bread, by the Ebrror.)

PR EFACHE.

It is over five years since the first volume of Seasons of Comyort
appeared. It may be remembered that in the preface, there was a hint
to the effect that another volume might appear should the first be found
sufficiently serviceable for spiritual purposes. The assurances we have
received on this head have been of an almost extravagant character.
They would be considered entirely so by those who might not happen 1o
share the sentiments expressed. Their repeated occurrence, coupled with
a strong expression of desire for another supply, has led to the compilaiion
of the present volume,

These addresses have principally been found useful by brethren and
sisters in isolation, or meeting in small companies, where no one has
been able to speak to the edification of the rest. They have also served
in many known cases to predispose the mind of the devout stranger to
investigate the claims of the truth. What the first volume has done, it
may be hoped the second will not fail in some measure accomplishing
also—soothing the inevitable asperities associated with a life of faith in
an evil world, and breaking the light gently and gradually to such as
may yet walk in the darkness that prevails over all the earth.

For the sake of individuality, we have made the book a little dif-
ferent from the first, instead of sending it forth as simply vol. ii.
We have called it Further Seasons of Comfort, so that it may be
readily distinguished from the other. For the same reason, we have
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commenced each address in a new division across the page, instead
of in the same column at the conclusion of its predecessor, and have
omitted the analysis of contents from each chapter heading, reserv-
ing this for the table of contents at the commencement.

The first volume was published under special circumstances.
This appears simply and purely in compliance with the wishes of
those who have benefitted by the book that appeared on that occa-
sion. Their number may not he great enough to provide immediately
the cost involved in the getting up of the book, but it will be a satisfac-
tion (next to meeting their wishes) to have in stock a book that may
help to alleviate the sorrows of the days of darkness that may yet have
to run their course upon the earth. Shortly, the glorious sunrise will do
away with the need for such midnight helps.

Tug AvurHOR.

Birmingham, 10th December, 1884,

The Subject of the Addresses wre as follows - —

LIIL.—The Man of Sorrows.
LIV.—Altogether Vanity.
LV.—The Reign of Law.
LVI.—The Household of Faith.
LVII.—Patience and its Work.
LVIIL—The Dead in Christ,
LIX.—An Oracie of Wrath,
LX.—Looking for Great Things.
LXI.—The Logic of the Stars.
LXII —Remembering Christ Acceptably.
LXIIL,—The Power of the Scriptures.
LXIV.—* As a Thief in the Night.”
LXV.—The World Asleep.
LXVI.-—-Signs of the Morning.
LXVIIL.—The Flesh and the Spirit.
LXVIIL.—The Fellow - Heirship of the
Gentiles,
LXIX.—Paul asa Christ-Appointed Model.
LXX.-—Paul and True Godliness.
LXXI.—~The Example of Israel’s History.
LXXII. ~—Praise and Heart-Hardening.
LXXIIIL.—Wisdom Different from Science
or Philosophy.
LXXIV.—Judgment and Salvation,
LXXV.—The Hope of Israel.
LXXVI.—God and the Bible.
LXXVIL.—Baruch and God’s Message.
LXXVIIL—Four Prominent Personages.
LXXIX.—The Hope and its Strong
Foundations.

LXXX.—The Olive Trees and the Candle-
stick.

LXXXL —The Marriage Supper of the
Lamb.

LXXXII.—Bible Wisdom wersus Philoso-
phic Morality.

LXXXIIL —In Collision with Society.

LXXXIV.—The Reality of God in History.

LXXXV.—Appearances and Realities—
Husbands and Wives.

LXXXVI —Paul’s Sorrow about Israel.

LXXXVIIL —Election versus Calvinism,

LXXXVIIL.—God’s Object in Restoring
Israel. -

LXXXIX,—Daniel at Babylon.

XC.—Miracle and Prophecy.

XCI. —Christ our Passover.

XCII.—Until He Comes.

XCIIT.—The Cup of Blessing,

XCIV.--The Sure Foundation.

XCV,—The Truth.

XCVIL —Self Examination.

XCVIL —The Rechabites.

XCVIIL —Right Views of Life.

XCIX.—The Lesson of the Genealogies.

C.—The Brethren at Colosse.

Cl.—Wisdom.

CIL —TheAntidote of Spiritual Distemper.

CIII.—Why we Break Bread.

CIV.—Doing the Will of God—Comfort to
the Faithful-hearted.
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 They shall make known unto you all things which are dme here” (Col. 9).

Our Next Tra MEeeriNe. — Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 17th ; 4.30 prompt ; brethren and sisters
only. An howr's conversazione after tea.

SEWING AND READING Crass.-—Resume Mon-
day, Feb. 2ud, Garden Room, 64, Belgrave Road,
7.30 p.m.

SaTurDAY EvENING, Garden Room,—Next
Meeting’ Feb. 7th, at 7 o’cloek. Juo. xviii. (Bro.
Roberts).

TEMPERANCE HALL, BIRMINGHAM.

SuNpay LECTURES FOR JANUARY.—d4th, bro-
ther Bishop ; 11th, brother Roberts; 1Sth,
brother Shuttleworth; 25th, brother Shuttle-
worth.

BIRMINGHAM BRETHREN LECTURE OUT OF BIR-
MINGHAM DURING JANUARY AS FOLLOWS:

January 4th.—Brother Roberts, Swansea ;
brother Shuttleworth, Derby.

January 11th.—Brother Shuttleworth, New-
castle.

January 18th.—Brother Roberts, Warrington.

January 25th.—Brother Roberts, Liverpool.

SUNDAY SCHOOL.

Jan. 4th, 1 Kings iii. Subject for proof: * Only
one God” (Hm. pp. 2, 43a) ; Jan. 11, 1 Kings iv.
Subject for proof: ** One universal Spirit”(Hm, pp.
3, 44); Jan. 18th, 1 Kings v. and vi. to verse 10,
Subject for proof: ‘“The Bible the Word of God”
(Hm. pp. 5, 49) ; Jan. 25, 1 Kings vi. verse 11 to
end, Subjeet for proof: * Moses commanded to
Write the Law” (Hm. pp. 6, 50).

Meeting of teachers for study in the Reading
Room, Temperance Hall, Wednesday evening, at
8 o’clock.

BIRMINGHAM MISCELLANIES.

The ecclesia is settling into a quieter
state as the issues of the inspiration ques-
tion begin to be more clearly seen. Some
are beginning to feel like a sister who
writes from the north of England thus:
I am sorry ard ashamed, dear brother
Roberts, that for a while,my mind wasled
away by the plausibility of brother Ash-
croft’s article on inspiration. I will have

no more of it. I have set to my seal that
God is true, and that the Bible is God's
word to man.”

‘Whether we shall escape division alto-
gether, remains to be seen. There is hope
that we may, with patience. At all events,
it will not be on the serious scaie that
seemed likely at one time. A brother
proposed, at the monthly meeting of the
managing brethren, that we should con-
vene a special meeting of the ecclesia to
avert division. The proposal did not re-
ceive a seconder. It was objected to by
brother Roberts as the very course likely
to bring division. Division could not be
averted if the inspiration of the Scriptures
were denied by any. All ought to have
time to consider where they were. At
present, they were suffering from aggrieved
personal feelings which unfitted them for
the calm consideration “of the issue that
had been raised. They ought to have
time. The brother asked how long?
Brother Roberts replied, ¢‘ three or four
months at least.” The brother asked,
‘ What then #” Brother Roberts : ¢* Speak-
ing for myself, I shall refuse to remain
associated with any assembly that toler-
ates the doctrine in their midst that any
part of the Bible is not divine.” The
brother said it ought not to be in the
power of any one brother to divide the
ecclesia, Brother Roberts replied it was
not a question of power ; it was a ques.
tion of the individual prerogative of
withdrawal. Every brother had this pre-
rogative : it was a passive act. It was not
cutting off others: it was stepping aside
fiom evil. The brother: ¢ We know
what it means.” Another hoped if it
came to division, it would not be done as
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it was done eleven yearsago. He was not in
that, but hs had heard strange accounts.
Brother Roberts said there were circum-
stances calling for astion then that did not
exist now. With patience, they might
hope to avoid division altogether in the
present case.

On account of the cramped nature
of the entrance to the Temperance
Hall, the sale of publications at the
door has recently been found to in-
terfere with the freedom of egress. On
this ground, and also on account of the
needless offence to public prejudice created
by the Sunday sale of publications at the
door, it has been resolved to remove the
supply to the room behind the hall, ex-
cept on Thursday evenings. In future,
therefore, brethren and sisters desiring
to be supplied will have to go round out-
side the hall, or through the ante-room
inside.

Our sirging is going back. We have
much to be thankful for. Still we do net
do as well as we might. An effort which
may prove a collateral help, in the long
run, 18 about to be commenced, viz., to
give the Sunday scholars’ weekly lessons
on Saturday afternoons (3 to 4 o’clock) in
the use of the tonic-sol-fa notation, and
exercises in the singing of the hymns.
Brother Robert Jardine, who as a School
Board teacher, has some qualification in
this direction, has consented to give a
course of lessons. Doubtless the improve-
ment imparted to the children will, in
time, extend to the ecclesia, especially if
Go(li< give us a leader, which at present we
lack.

A pleasant tea meeting of the Sunday-
school teachers was held on Saturday,
Nov. 29th, in the garden-room, 64, Bel-
grave Road. It was the regular half-yearly
meeting, in preparation for the written
examination and the Christmas prize meet-
ing. For these, the various arrangements
were talked over and decided upon. A
special need for maintaining a firmer disci.
pline in the school secmed to be recognised,
and a new rule with reference to the need
was adopted. At the same time, the
superintendent, brother Shelton, in view
of the favourable way in which many boys
have turned out, who in the early days of
the school were somewhat refractory, was
not disposed to press the rule with great
severity.

The sewing and reading class (which
countinues to be a weekly source of pleasure
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and profit to the sisters taking part in it)
has been suspended during the Christmas
holidays. It will re-assemble, if the Lord
will, on the first Monday of February,
1885. For some time, on account of tem-
porary circumstances, it has been meeting
in the Garden Room instead of at brother
Sheppard’s house. It was discussed
whether it would continue meeting at the
Garden Room or return to bro. Sheppard’s.
The decision was in. favour of the former.

The largest and pleasantest tea meeting
yet held of the Finger Post distributors,
took place in the Garden Room on Satur-
day, December 13th. Bro. Roberts re-
marked that a Finger Post was a some-
thing to point at the right road. A Bible
Finger Post took it for granted that the
Bible was worth pointing to. It was truly
soas the word of God ; but the sclf-denying
and disagreeable work of the distributors
would lack inceative if its character in this
respect were lowered in the least degree.—
Bro. Challinor read a statement of the
work, showing that about 60 brethren and
sisters are engaged in the work in Birm-
ingham, and that their work is telling. —
Reports were then made orally by the
various distributors as to their experience
for the six months. In the course of their
reports, mention was made of no fewer than
nine cases of obedience to the truth that
were directly referable to the receipt of a
Pinger Post as the starting point in their
enlightenment.—One sister could not
attend, but sent a brother to speak for
her. It was suggested that it would be a
good plan if the sisters attending could do
the same thing.—All felt strengthened in
their resolution to persevere.

@he BVisttor.

““They that feared the Lord spake often one to
another.”—(Mal. iii. 16.)

JANUARY, 1885.

Some are distressed by their inability to
know whether their troubles are from the
Good Shepherd or mnot. There is no need
for uncertainty on this head. If we are
his, trouble cannot come unpermitted, and
sometimes will be contrived. The only
point to settle is, are we his? This is nct
difficult to settle in view of the simple
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clues’ abounding in the word. ¢ Whoso-
ever will” may be his. That which makes
anyone his, is submission to him. ‘“My
sheep hear my voice.” This is the rule by
which the true sheep may be known,
whether in ourselves ov others, Those
whom Christ recognises are those who
know him and follow him in the doing of
those things which he has commanded.
Men who follow other leaders are goats in
the scriptural figure of things They show
their goatishness in their hearty attach-
ment to mere human writers and teachers,
while showing but a feeble appreciation of
Christ. A true sheep—one who is truly

enlightened in the divine bearings of '

things—sees too clearly to be taken in by
the false light of Gentile word-painters,
and discerns the glory of Christ too
strongly to give it a moderate place in his
estimates. He ‘‘rejoices in Christ Jesus
and has no confidence in the flesh.” He
determines to know nothing but Jesus
Christ and him crucified. He knows and
loves and serves the good shepherd who
laid down his life for the sheep. Christ
dwells in him as his absorbing ideal. He
can say, ‘“ For me to live 1s Christ.” He
counts all things but dung in comparison
with the excellency of Jesus Christ his
Lord, for whom, if need be, he suffers the
loss of all things. This is the colour and
strength of hissentimental man ; and they
find expression in the actions of his life,
‘Where appreciation stops short at admira-
tion, or even finds ventin verbal adulations,
but has no controlling power over what a
man says or does in the practical relations
of life, the man is not a sheep nnless he be
a wild one, wandering the hills, and
having no part with the flock. The
characteristic of the true sheep lies in the
following of the shepherd—the doing of
what Christ commanded.

These commands are very extensive in
the ground they cover. They embrace a
man’s thoughts as well as his speech ; a
man’s motives as well as his actions;
a man’s feelings towards God as well as his

attitude towards man. They coustitute a
yoke that is easy and a burden that islight
to the man really injlove with Christ : but,
nevertheless, they involve a conflict with
the old man of the flesh in which the
victory is not to be achieved without an
earnest battle, in which the wisest strategy
is observed. The results are beautifal to
the eyes of all men ; but they are attain-
able only by grim and other bitter endea-
vour, inspired by the consideration divinely
pressed upon us, that ‘‘we ought to give
the more earnest heed to the things that
we have heard, lest at any time we let
them slip.”

PROVERBS, No. 53.

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord
and find the knowledge of God (ii. 5).

That is, when you have applied your
mind with diligence to the search. How
could yoa expect it otherwise? Many
people do. Through the demoralising in-
fluence of inherited tradition, they have a
habit of assuming that knowiedge is the
easiest of all attainments—that, in fact, a
man has only to will his consent, at a con-
venient moment (generally put off till the
last) to find his mind ali aglow with divine
light as by an inspiration. This is a fatal
mistake. God’s own question is, ** Can the
Ethiopian change his kind or the leopard
his spots ¢! Then may ye also do good that
are accustomed to do evil?” The mind
sets in the form of its predominant activi-
ties. It is the law of things—the in-
evitable result of the principle upon which
we have been made, Hence, in whatever
department of knowledge a man labours,
his mind opens and expands more and
more in that direction. The most difficult
problems at last become easy. And it is
not less so in the highest of all knowledge
—the knowledge of God as revealed in
Moses, the prophets, and the apostles, and
no where else. —Ep.

EDITOR’'S DIARY OF SUNDAY WORK.

Nov. 16.—Temperance Hall, Birming-
ham : Large meeting. Disturbed state of
feeling, which we may shortly hope to see
past the crisis.—Bro. J. U. Robertson and
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brother Garside present from Liverpool.
Found the clue for exhortation in the
statement in Hosea, that when Ephraim
‘“spake trembling,” he exalted himself.
Pointed out how uniformly this feature
was put forward in the Scriptures as one
acceptable to God, and how truly founded
on reason it was, that mere man, a worm
of the earth, should stand in awe of the
authority of the will of God. Premising
that in relation to our day, the only form
of contact with this authority was in the
Scriptures, laid stress on the need for re-
cognising the entire divinity of these
Scriptures before we could foster the right
sentiment of reverence for their dictates.
We could not “‘ tremble at the word ” un-
less we were quite sure it was the word of
God, and not, the word of man.—Brethren
Robertson and Garside spoke very nicely
afterwards. In the evening, a very large
meeting. Lectured on the subject of bap-
tism, as arising out of Paul’s apparent
slight of it in his remarks in 1 Cor. i
Showed the importance of the place it
occupied in relation to Christ crucified,
whom Paul preached ‘“to the Jews a
stumbling block, vo the Greeks foolishness,
but to us who are saved, Christ, the power
of God and the wisdom of God.”

Nov. 23.—~At Mumbles, near Swansea,
South Wales. Left Birmingham the pre-
vious Friday, accompanied by sister
Roberts. Had got the Christadelphian out
early, and started a day earlier than neces-
sary with a view to a little change and
rest. A long ride (though the Americans
would not think it Jong), brought us to
Swansea at 4.45. By invitation of bro.
and sister Randles, we stayed one night
with them before going forward toMumbles
(five miles further on by steam tram).
Were pleased to find them very staunch
in their adhesion to the whole Bible as
God’s inspired word, and to learn that such
was the disposition of the bulk of the
brethren in these parts, The Swansea
ecclesia were troubled with one doubting
brother, who, encouraged by bro. Ash-
croft’s ntterances and counsel, had taken
50 bold an attitude in the assembly against
certain parts of Scripture that the man-
aging brethren had asked him to refrain
from breaking bread with them till he had
come to a different mind. The brother
said he accepted the statement of faith
which formed the basis of fellowship. The
managing brethren maiutained that an
acceptance of that statement was not suffi-

cient without a full acceptance of the
Bible, on which it was founded. The
matter was in process of settlement at the
time of our visit. Went forward on
Saturday morning to the Mumbles, and
having deposited the indispensable impedi-
menta at the house of brother and sister
Matthews, where we were to stay, we went
to the cliff tops, where, in the stern soli-
tude of a rock-bound coast, it was possible
to see things as they actually are in this
transitory life—a vision not always easy
in the haunts of men. The day was
remarkably fine, though somewhat cold.
We stayed out in the invigorating air till
earth’s slow and majestic revolution had
taken the sun well down to the western
ocean horizon. We then returned home,
to quietness and rest.—On Sunday, as-
sembled with the brethren in their meet-
ing place (once a Wesleyan methodist
chapel). Goodly muster: the place rather
cold at such a season without heating ap-
pliance. Hard times stand in the way of
much that would be done. Most good
things have to be achieved under difficul-
ties: the kingdom of God—the best of
all—has to be entered through much
tribulation, and this tribulation takes
various shapes,—sometimes including the
discipline of a cold meeting room. If
there was an absence of what the swells
talkers would call ecaloric or the therma-
principle (‘‘ heat” is too plain for them)
there was abundance of fervour of another
sort. The Welsh are famed for fervourl
and when this is allied with gravity of de-
portment, good judgment, and sound
principle, it is ap element that improved
everything, both in point of interest and
efficiency. One of the afflictions of the
present time is to see sluggishness of heart
where the intellect is perhaps as sharp as
arazor, It is well always to be zealously
affected—especially in a good cause
Some people can stand zeal in human
things, but think it out of place in those
that are divine,—as if the case ought not
to stand the other way about. It all
depends npon where the heart is as to how
this is estimated. The Welsh brethren are
apparently on the right side here, so far
as a casual visitor can judge. They are
nearly as one man against all attempts to
interfere with the authority or divinity of
the Scriptures. The morning exhortation
was based on the ideas arising out ol
the supposition of discovering the chapter
read from Timothy as an isolated scrap of



literature, while in ignorance of the rest
of the Bible and the facts to which Paul’s '
letter stood rclated. —In the evening there
was a large audience and a close hearing.
Lectured on the Bible as the only hope of
man—showing there was no hope in any
other direction and that the Bible was
both a true and all-sufficient provision for
our needs.—Had consented beforehaud to
stay over the next day and address the
young men at their annual tea meeting.
Cousequently, remained in the village on
Monday : used the forenoon in writing a
few notes on brother Asheroft’s lamentable
rejoinder to my Light-stand letter : a duty
far from congenial, but had to be done.
When there is a *“ must,” there must be
no flinching. Would a thousand times
rather have been in the mountain breeze
with sister Roberts whose head-suffering
state has for some years compelled her to
abstain from much socia) intercourse —
In the evening, assembled with the
brethren and sisters and young men at
tea. Many visitors from Swansea and
elsewhere. One sentiment seemed to pre-
vail on the subject of the Scriptures. A
brother remarked it was almest a super-
stition with the Welsh to reverence the
Bible. It is a good thing when feeling is
so strongly on the side of truth and en-
lightened reason.—After tea, I spoke for
about an hour on the superiority of Bible
wisdom, as a rule of practical life, over all
other wisdoms under the sun. Departed
next morning for Birmingham where we
safely arrived (with thanksgiving to God)
at 4.30 p.m.

Nov. 30th. —Temperance Hall, Birming-
ham. Inclement day. Suow on the
grouud. Large meeting. Bro. and sister
Randles present from Swansea. Paul’sin-
vitation in Heb. iv. to ¢ counsider the
apostle and high priest of our profession,”
led ns to realise how entirely he meets all
our need—as, 1, the manifestation of the
Father ; 2nd, 2 brother to the human race ;
3rd, a priest for those who believe and
obey ; and, 4th, the coming king of all the
earth. In the evening, the severity of the
weather had increased, snow and rain de-
scending ; night dark, cold, and trying ;
snow and slush under foot, wind, wet, and
snow from above. The consequence was
necessarily seen in a poor meeting, Weather
does not always keep people indoors, I was
reading in the papers a day or two
ago that, notwithstanding tempestuous
weather, a certain theatre in New York
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was crowded with a brilliant assembly to
hear Mr. Irving. But, then, this cannot
reasonably be made a condemnation of a
thin house at such meetings as we have,
The people who go to a theatre on a high
occasion are people who can go in carriages
and take their seats comfortably in a warm
house in dry clothes and get home without
harm,whereas, at a lecture on the truth, it
is the poor who have to walk through the
weather and sit thinly clad in wet things
in a cold place, and return home with fever
in their bones, perhaps. Itiscruel to com-
Farc the audiences to the detriment of the
atter. It is nothing but duty for the
poorly nourished and poorly clad to stay
indours on a wild night. The subject
of the lecture, ‘ Blood-washed,” not
exciting — not even interesting, to the
common run of people — yet of such
a thrilling importance for the day of
the Lamb and the 144,000. The subject,
doubtless, helped to confirm the effects of
the weather.

December 7th.—Temperance Hall, Bir-
mingham. The weather favourable—a
large meeting. Brother and sister Randles
again present, also brother Reynolds, of
Chipping Norton. It was my day to pre-
side : also the day for an annual contribu-
tion on behalf of the Jews. The subject
was not made a special feature of, nor had
there been but one week’s previous re-
minder of the fact of its approach, net-
withstanding which, and the disturbed
state of feeling caused by the inspiration
controversy, the sum of over £16 was con-
tributed—an indication of a sound state of
feeling towards Scriptural thiugs, The
subject of exhortation was supplied by
James’ opening address to the * twelve
tribes scattered abroad,” and his advice
(extraordinary from every natural point of
view) to be glad when they fell into
trouble, on the ground that ‘tribulation
worketh patience.”—In the evening, there
was a crowded hall. 1 Cor. ii. had sup-
plied the subject of Revelation by the
Spirit, which necessarily touched the ques.
tion of inspiration. The mode of treat-
ment was first to emphasise Paul’s
statement that *‘ the things of God ” were
not known to man—pointing out how en-
tirely this disposed of all systems of natu:
ral religion ; then, that the things of God
could only be known to the Spirit of God,
and to man when the Spirit chose to re-
veal them. Had they been revealed?
Scriptural history was here invoked, both
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in proof of the fact and in illustration
of the mode—showing how entirely the
Spirit of God dominated the mediums of
utterance and operation for the time being.
Had the Spirit had to do with writing?
This introduced the subject of * Seripture
divinely inspired,” and necessitated the
demonstration of the inspired character of
the Bible, and the necessity for this in-
spiration to furnish man with a reliable
disclosure of the Spirit of God.

December 14th. — Temperance Hall,
Birmingham. Beautiful morning, large
meeting. Bro. Shuttleworth presided.
No visitors announced except one, who
spares no house in his rounds. Death had
taken sister Heeley very unexpectedly.
She had just returned from a medically
recommended visit to the country, im-
proved in health. The brethren sym-
pathise with bro. Heeley, who loses the
companion of hislife ata time when the loss
is most heavily felt. Ourthoughts in ex-
hortation were formed for us by Peter’s in-
vocation of grace and peace upon the
brethren, ‘‘ through the knowledge of God
and of Jesus Christ our Lord.” The hope-
lessness of men apart from this knowledge
was suggested, and the peace that came
with it was identified in thee xperience of
saints even now, and especially in that
which remains for the manifestation at the
coming of the Lord Jesus when the full
meaning of ‘‘grace” will be realised by
every accepted believer as it cannot be now.
—In the evening, a large hall-filling
audience : the subject, ‘“The day of
account ” as suggested by Paul’s declara-
tions in 1 Cor, iii. Special prominence
was given to the statement, ‘* Every man
shall receive his own reward according to
his own labour.”

INTELLIGENCE.

All intelligence communications must be in Bir-
minghom by the 15th of the Month at the latest. In-
telligence should not form part of ordinary cor-
respondence, but should be written on separate
paper, and nuwrked ‘¢ intelligence,”

%'se note puper and write on one side of the paper
only.

84 Do not use large sheels; write with good
ink, and write all proper names VERY PLAINLY.

ABERDEEN.

Bro. Marr reports the lectures for December to
have been as follows :—Dec. 7th, ¢ Belief of the
promises” (bro. James Mowat) ; 14th, * Delusive
peace” (bro. Andrew Marr) ; 21st, *“ Patience” (bro.
Andrew Marr); 28th, “The bruising of Satan”
(bro. James Mowat). Bro. Craigmyle repo:ts

another matter that scarcely comnes within the
category of ecclesial intelligenuce, except in so far
as it exhibits a worthy brother and his sister-
wife possessing that ‘“good report among those
that are without” which is apostolically recom-
mended.

AYLESBURY.

We have to lament the loss of sister Wheeler,
sen., by death. Those who kuoew her best know
the loss we sustain. She was the first fruits of
the efforts in behalf of the truth in Aylesbury,
and loved the truth for the truth’s sake ; and was
always ready to assist it in any way she could.
Having a good hope of seeing her again, we
sorrow 1ot as those who have no hope. She died
Nov. 19th ; buried Nov. 24th, by our bro. Money,
of High Wycombe. —M. WHEELER.

BIRMINGHAM.

During the month, obedience has been rendered
to the truth by the following persons: O. J.
PuILLIPS (27), formerly neutral, and EmiLy M.
JEFFERIES (24), sister in the flesh to sister Biffin.
Sister Jefteries, who belongs to Clifton, near
Bristol, has been spending some months in Bir-
mingham, during which she has attained to the
knowledge and love of the truth, with the result
recorded. She las since returned to Clifton, and
will probably meet with the brethren in Bristol.

Lectures. — Nov., 23rd, **The baptistn of
John ” (bro. Shuttleworth); Nov. 30th, ‘ Blood-
washed ” (bro. Roblerts); Dec. 7th, ¢ Spirit-re-
vealed ” (bro. Roberts) ; Dec. 14th, “ The day of
account ” (bro. Roberts) ; Dec. 21st, * The temple
of God " {(bro. Roberts).

BRISTOL.
See Bivmingham.
BLACKPOOL.

We are still holding forth the ‘‘ Word of Life”
to all tliose who come to hear us. There are
several interested, and we hope ere long to have
some of them in the household. Itis with sorrow
we have to report that owing to continued absence
from the table, we have to withdraw from bro.
John Booth.

DERBY.

Bro. Chandler reports the obedience of Mrs.
CHARLOTTE BRransoN (wife of bro. Branson) after
giving very satisfactory evidence of her under-
standing of the things of the Kingdom and name
of Jesus Christ. There has also been added to
the ecclesia, sister Mann, from Ripley, and sister
Louise Chandler (bro. Chandler’s eldest daughter),
from the Westminster Ecclesia.

LecTUREs (well attended) :—Nov. 16th, * The
temple of His body " (bro. J. Colebourne); 23rd,
“The life that now is, and the life that is to
come” (bro. J. T. Hawkins, of Nottingham);
30th, ‘* Heirs and joint heirs with Christ Jesus”
(bro. 7. Meakin); Dec. 7th, ‘ Restoration of
Israel, and its religious and political upshot”
(bro. H. Sulley, Nottingham); 14th, ¢ The resur-
rection of the dead, is it necessary according to
the teaching of the clergy ” (bro. J. Andrews, of
Birmingham).

DUDLEY.

Bro. Hughes reports that since last month’s
report, another has come out from the world and
been united to Christ, namely, FANNY MoORGAN
(20), daughter of bro. Morgan,
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LECTURES.—Nov. 16, ‘¢ Blessings of the future
age” (bro. W. Smith); 23rd, ‘‘ Death-bed scenes
angd associations ” (bro. J. Bland); 30th, *“The
e¢dming King” (bro. W Whitcomb); Dee. 7th,
““ Prophecy yet to be fulfilied " (bro. J. Thomas).

DUNDEE.

Bro. Blyth reports a visis from bro, Sinith, of
Edinburgh, on Sunday, December 7th, for the
purpose of delivering a lecture on *‘ The vesurrec-
tion of the dead.” The lecture was duly adver-
tised throughout the town through the medinm of
the papers, and also by means of posters and
handbills, with the startling fact, *‘Christendom
Astray,” printed in large letters at the head of
each, The night was very wet, and the attend-
ance was not great ; duty, however, was done.

EDINBURGH.

‘We have great pleasure in intimating to the
brethiren the obedience of the last of bro. C.
Smith’s family, namely, his youngest son, James
8. 8mith, who having made eonfession of his faith
in the things of the nanie and of the kingdom, was
aided in putting on the covering appointed
throngh baptism on November 17th last.—-W. M.

SMITH,
ELLAND.

Bro. Riley reports the continuance of efforts on
behalf of the truth, though those etforts, he regrets
to say, have been somewhat weakened by theagita-
tion of hurtful questions. He regrets to have to
announce the loss of Sister A. M. Drake (daugh-
ter of bro. and sister David Drake), who fell asleep
Nov. 3rd, having suffered long from consumption.
Thougl young (16), she evinced a knowledge far
beyond her years. Her dying request to her
younger sister was, that she should be a dutiful
girl, and be immersed.

FROME.

Since last intelligence sent from here, we have
had two excellent lectures by brother H. Hors-
man, of London. And last week, we had the
mournful duty of burying our aged brother Oliver
(76 years). We are all sorry to lose him. His
hope was bright and confident to the last, and his
manuer of life was such that enables those who
toved him to sorrow not as those who have no
hope. To his sister wife who survives him, of
course, the grief is the greatest, the absence of the
‘“ welcome voice,” the old experience of the
‘“ yacant chair,” the loss of his counsel and advice,
will necessarily make it so ; but wehope the tables
will be turned by-and-bye, the union restored, the
weakuess gone, with power and an endless life
introduced, coupled with happiness and joy,
which now can only be perceived by the faintest
glimmer.—C. M. CLARK.

GLOUCESTER.

Brcther A, H. Rogers reports the usual lectures
as follows :—

LecrurEs.—November 16th, ““The return of
Christ to the earth to complete the work he com-
menced 1,800 years ago” (brother Bendall, of
Cheltenham) ; * Bible Politics ” (brother Horton,
of Tewkesbury) ; 30th, * The Coniing Dissolution
of every Human Government” (brother W.
Gilbert, of Birmingham); December 7th, *‘ Plain
Words of Gospel Truth” (brother Osborne, of
Tewkesbury); 14th, “The Faith of Christendom
not the Faith of the Bille” (brother Taylor),

GREAT BRIDGE.
We bave lost brother Ravenscroft by removal
to Birmingham, where he has commenced business

as a grocer, On the other hand, we have gained
one by obedience to the command to be baptised,
on the part of Isaac CHALLENGER, brother in
the flesh to brother Birch.—W. H. HARDY.

GREAT YARMOUTH.

In connection with our removal to the ** Chris-
tadelphian Hall,” & series of Special Meetings
were held during the week commenecing November
2nd. On 8unday, brother A. Andrew, of London,
lectured on the ‘‘Second appearing of Jesus
Christ ;” and on Monday evening, brother J. W.
Diboll, junr.,, on ‘The Intermediate State.”
Tuesday evening was devoted to the asking of
questions and short addresses on either side of
the important matters in regard to which we are
at issue with Popular Theology- The interest
manifested at the last named meeting has led to
our deciding to continue this formm of effort so
long as the interest is maintained. Our numbers
have been increased by the addition of WiLLIAM
BarroN LaMBERT, carpenter, who put on Christ
in the appointed way on November 29th. Brother
Lambert has been an attendant at the Sunday
evening addresses for some time past. JoHN H.
DisoLL.

HEREFORD.

I have been isolated here until three months
ago, when brother Jellyman, of Tewkesbury, re-
moved here. We break bread at my address as
often as we can. His removal here is a great com-
fort to me. (It would be well if matters could be
harmonised with Tewkesbury . sce intelligence
this month.—Ep.) 8hould any brother happen to
pass this way, I shall be pleased to see him.—F.
D. Parry, Victoria Villa, Whitecross Street.

JERSEY,

Obedience to the truth was rendered by Mrs.
GRrucHY ((8), on the 14th of November. 8he is
sister in the flesh to brother Matthew Gallichan,
late of Melbourne.—P. C. GALLICHAN.

KIDDERMINSTER.

I am pleased to announce the addition of one
more to the name of the Lord in this place. JaANE
MEREDITH (35), the wife of our bro. Meredith.
She was immersed at Dudley on Saturday, Nov.
20th, and received into fellowship the following
morning with us. She was formerly a member at
the Congregational Church in this town. On
Sunday, December 7th, a collection was made on
behalf of the colonists in Palestine. May the
time soon come for the appearance of their King,
and the promised exaltation of the long-despised
nation of Israel. Our half-yearly tea meeting
will be held on Friday, December 26th. We are
sorry that this clashes with the Birmingham
meeting but it is the most convenient day for us
here. We expect a nice gathering.—I regret to
have to announce a sad event which has called
forth the sympathies of every member of our
ecclesia. On Thursday last, Dec. 4th, one of bro.E.
Tanner’s little boys was alinost instantaneously
killed. The little fellow,who was 7 years old within
one or two days—was knocked down by a horse
and cart, which it is said was being driven at too
rapid a rate. He was at once conveyed to the in-
firmary, but was pronounced dead a quarter of an
hour atter the accident happened. 1t is a great
affliction for ourbro. and kis wife. We know not,
however, what lies behind it. ‘“No chastening
for the present seemeth to be joyous, bug
grievous : nevertheless afterwardsit yieldeth the
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peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which
are exercised thereby.”

Lecrures.—Nov, 16, ‘‘The second advent of
Christ” (bro. Deakin, of Birmingham); 23, ¢ The
Old and New Testaments’ (bro. Gilbert, of Bir-
mingham) ; 30, ¢ The simplicity of Christ and the
depths of Satan, as they speak ” (bro. P. Hall, of
Sutton); Dec. 7, ¢ Latter-day predictions by the
Prophet Ezekiel concerning the Jews and their
cruel persecutors, the Russians.—Their approach-
ing fultilment” (bro. J. Bland).—J. BLAND.

LEAMINGTON.

Bro. Peters reports;—‘‘It is with deep sorrow
I have toreport the death of our beloved brother
Randle. His sufferings were great, bhut were
borne with much patience and resignation. He fell
asleep on November 11th,and we have a good hope
that our dear brother will at the resurrection come
forth to everlasting life. We rejoice in the oppor-
tunity afforded us of sowing the good seed of the
Kingdom. On the other hand, we have been
cheered by the return to fellowship of our brother
and sister Nutting, brother Hiatt, and sister
Cotterill. Lectures have been given by brethren
J. Andrews, W. Gilbert, T. Collins, Caldicott, of
Birmingham, and Wood, of Tamworth.”

LEEDS.

We have at last secured what wehave long been
looking for and desiring to obtain—a new room.
Our present room is in the busiest part of the
town, and is on the third flat of the building.
The new room is in a thickly populated neigh-
bourhood, and is over gome shops, «o that there
is only one short flight of steps to climb. It is
as wide as our present room is long, being 56¢t.
8in. long and 31ft. 10in. wide. We shall be able
to seat over 200 persons, though the room will
accommodate between 300 and 400. There are
three ante-rooms, and other accommodation in
connection with it. ‘Therent is, of course, more
than we pay at present, but we_consider it, pro-
portionately, a cheaper room. We trust the truth
will be advanced by this change. We expect to
geb possession about the beginning of next year.

1t is No. 81, Great George Street, not far from the .

Infirinary.

Lecrures.— December 7th, *“ The stone empire,
its power and extent” (Daniel ii. 31-45) (bro.
Mitebell}; 14th, ‘‘ Death and tfne intermediate
state” (bro. Philpotts) ; 21st, *“The root and off-
spring of David ” (Rev. xxii. 16) (bro, Mitchell) ;
28th, “‘The Day of the Lord. *‘The Lords
Day.’ The Jewish Sabbath. Sunday” (bro.
Andrew).—W. H. ANDREW,

LEICESTER.

¢ John 8. Dixon,” who has left tlie brethren,
writes ‘‘to the Editor of the Christadelphian,”
with greeting, to say that his departure is not due
to his having * surrendered to arguments of
of scepticism ™ (as stated in last month's Christa-
delphian), but to his having ‘“adopted, after a
very prolonged investigation, the posicion enun-
ciated in the article un Inspiration by bro. Ash-
croft.”

LIVERPOOL.

I have to report the immersion, on the 6th
Deceniber, of Mr. EDWARD PakKER Babrey (24),
clerk, neutral, brother in the flesh to sister Smith,
of Warrington, We have also had a visit fron
Mr. David Murray (51), farmer, of Killylea, county
Armagh, Ireland, who became acquainted witi

the truth through his daughter, sister Martha
Murray, of this ecclesia, and came to Liverpool
to be examined, and havingbeen found to possess
the necessary knowledge, he was also immersed
on the 6th instant. Bro. Murray was formerly a
Presbyterian.

Lrcrurgs.—Nov. 16, * The true Protestantisin”
(bro. Shuttleworth); 23, * Ancient death-beds
versus modern funeral sermons” (bro. Geo, Waite);
30, ¢‘Baptism and the death of Christ” (bro. S.
A. Garside); Dee. 7, ‘“The death which Christ
abolished ” (bro. J. U. Robertsou.—Hy. COLLENS.

LINCOLN.

Ihave to report the welecome addition to our
ecclesia of bro. Smithers, by removal from Shef-
field. During the past wmonth Maria BURNEtT
(17), and her sister EMma Jane Burwerr (183),
danghters of our sister Burnest, have given satis-
factory evidence of their knowledge of, and be-
lief in, the things concerning the kingdom of
God and the name of Jesus Christ, and have put
on the sin-covering name in the appointed way.
They are both scholars i our Sunday &chool.

LecTures.—Nov. 16, * What must we do to be
saved” (bro. Smithers); 23, ¢ Repentance” (bro.
Roberts) : 30, ‘‘ 1f a man die, shall he live again?”
(bro. T. W. Elwick); Dec. 7, *‘The restoration of
Israel” (bro. Healey); 14, * Eternal life” (bro.
Scott).—T. N. ELWICK.

LONDON.

HarLEsvEN.—Brother Parser announces the
obedience of Mr. R. OAKE, who was inducted into
the saving name on November 16th, after giving a
satisfactory evidence of a scriptural intelligeuce
in the things concerning the kingdom of God and
the name of Jesus Christ.  ** We removed on the
30th ult. to more public and commodious premises.
at the Club and Iustitute, Harlesden Green. Our
removal being an opportune time for a special
effort, brethren Lake and J. J. Andrew delivered
iectures to attentive audiences. The preaching of
the truth in this neighbourhood has caused refer-
ence to e made in the parish chureh respecting
the ‘sect everywhere spoken against,” the result
being to induce some members of the church to
attend the lectures and judge for themselves.”

WEeSTMINSTER,—Wileocke' s A ssembly Rooms, Palace
Road, Westminster Bridge Rood. Swndays1l a.m
and 7 pan. Thursdey 8 pon.—-Brother F. G,
Jannaway says he should have announced last
month the death of sister Meakin. She was in-
terred in Lewisham Cemetery, Novewmber 8rd, in
the presence of a number of brethren and sisters.
He reports two further additions to the ecclesia ;
on November 16th, WiLLiam FraNcis RicHARDs
(28), Grocer’s Assistant, formerly neutral. 30ih,
Mrs. EMiLy BramwrLL (51), formerly meeting
with the brethven. A discussion has been held
during the past month between brother Dunn and
Mr. Couch (Baptist), on the question *‘ Do the
Scriptures teach the covscious existence of man
after death, either in a state of happiness or
suffering 7’ The discussion took place in Chep-
stow Hall, Peckham, onthe eveningsof December
2nd and 9th.

On November 16th, Dr. Hiles Hitchins delivered
a lecture at the Eccleston Square Chureh, on
‘¢ Christadelphianism,” a verbatim report of which
appeaved in the Christian World Pulpit of Novem-
ber 28th,  Our brother Thirtle delivered a ““reply
lecture ” on the following Sunday, which brougkt
together a crowded audience. Brother Thirtle's.
lecture veceived a good report in the Chelseq News
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which was reprinted in the form of a 4 page tract
and circulated outside Dr. H.'s church. The
“revd.” gentleman’s effort is apparently havinga
different etfect to the one desired by him.
Lectrures.—December 7th, ¢ The Religious
World” (brother Horsman); 14th, * Charity”
(brother J. J. Andrew) ; 2lst, ‘° Abrahamic
Promises” (Lrother A. Andrew); 28th, ‘“The
Infernal Regions ” (Lrother F. G. Jannaway).

MANCHESTER.

Bro. Warehamn reports that other matters pre-
vented the report of the obedience of Eriza
CLITHEROE (19), on the 16th of October, formerly
with the Primitive Methodist body, and sister in
the flesh to sister Kay. Also a visit by bro.
Handley oun the 19th October, Bro. J. P. Robin-
son has forsaken the brethren, having loved the
present world, and they have had to withdraw
trom J. F. Appleton.

MANSFIELD.

It is my pleasing duty to report that Mrs.
Eriza FriTH (33), formerly a Free Methodist, has
rendered obedience in the appointed way. She
was baptised at the honse of brother Barrows, on
Tuesday, Dec. 2ud.—W. H. REDDAN.

NEATH.

Bro. Tucker reports the obedience of WiLLiam
HEARD (14), who was immersed Nov, 13th. He
is the son of brother and sister Heard, and grand-
son of our beloved brother Charles Heard, who
fell asleep after many years of faithful service, of
which the existence of the Ecclesia is a standing
testimony. Our young brother, like Timothy,
has known the Scriptures from a ehild, which has
enabled him to attain to a very intelligent under-
standing of the faith, and to remember the
Creator in the days of his youth. On Sunday,
November 30th, brother Beddoes, of Abergavenny,
lectured on the following interesting subject:
‘“ Sowne important passages of Seripture which are
of no use use in the modern pulpit.” He was
followed on December 7th, by brother D. Clement,
of Mumbles, who lectured on ‘Heaven not our
lhome.” .

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

‘We have report from here of the obedience of
the following persons in  baptism :— ANDREW
LarTLE(22), bro. in the flesh to bro. Little, farmn
servant, formerly neutral ; JouN MaYHEW (30),
warchouseman,formertyChurch ofEngland; Frep.
CHas. Mavaew (18), letter carrier, formerly
neagral,all of Gateshead.

OLDHAM.

It is my pleasing duty tc report the addition of
three, to our little ecclesia during the month ;-—
SAMUEL BAMFORD (51), BE1TY BAMFORD (44), and
GEorGE Ross, jun. (16). After giving satisfactory
evidence that they understood the  gosvel of the
kingdom"” they were immersed in water (Dec.
14th), for a union with that name—the only name
-—givenamong men whereby they can be saved.
The brethiren and sisters here are greatly cheered
to see fruit resulting from their labours ; but it
is especially gratitying to myself to see father and
mother accept ““the truth as it is in Jesus.”
They belonged formerly to the “United Methodist
Free Church.” They have in fact spent
nearly the whole of their lives in that ‘‘denomina-
tion” or {‘branch” of the great apostacy now spread
over the earth ; but they now see clearly that the
Gospel—the one faith—is as different to ¢ Metho

dism ” as light is to darkness, To renounce the
couvictions of a life-tie has been a hard strug-
gle, but thank God they have done it and are now
patiently waiting the coming of our Lord.
Brother Ross has only been in Oldham for a
few weeks, he having received a knowledge of the
truth in the Nottingham Sunday School, which
he attended regularly for about three years, He
came here with excellent testimonials from the
brethren there, and nodoubt they witl be pleased
to hear of his obedience to the truth. Qurlectures
are well attended and the truth is gaining ground,
i.e., if we may judge from appearances. We ad-
vertise our lectures in one of the local weeklies,
the Chronicle, and we have just commenced a
book-stall.  In these days, when ignorance,
superstition and unbelief abound, it cannot help
but be gratifying to the brethren of Christ to see
that their eflorts are being crowned with success.
We now number 16, and God helping us, we will
make the truth known here, and should the peo-
ple choose to reject or accept it we shall have, 1
trust, the satisfaction of hearing the master say
‘“ they have done what they could.”

Lecrures.—November 16th, ‘‘ Who shall rnle
in the future age” (brother T. Baker, of Stoek-
port); 23rd, * Man giveth upthe ghost, and where
is he?” (brother T. Holland) ; 80th, ¢ Coming de-
struction of all nations and establishment of a
fifth uwniversal empire ” (brother E. Rellamy,
Stockport); December Tth, *Is man immortal,
or has he an immortal soul?” (brother J. E.
Bamford); 14th, ¢ Events in the East in the light
of prophecy ” (brother J. Wareham).—E. J. Bam-
FORD.

SHEFFIELD.

Bro. BoLER reports that SAraH ANN MaRSHALL
(40, formerly counected with the Independents, put
on the saving name of Christ, Oct. 25th. She had
heen looking into the truth for about three years.
Bro. Wim. James Rowan, aged 22, fell asleep in
Clirist, on Thursday, Oct. 30th. He has always
Leen of a delicate constitution, and has sunk very
rapidly during the last three months. He was
interred at the Intake Cemetery, Nov. 4th. Ac-
cording to the wish of our departed brother, as
soon as the dead arrived in the Cemetery Chapel,
the hymn 159, * When gathering clouds,” was sung
by the brethren and friends. Tlien brother Wilson
read portions of Scripture from Job xiv. and 1
Corinthians xv., and made a few remarks at the
grave, where Lrother Boler read a portion of
Psalm xe., and made a few quotations from various
Scriptures and gave a short addrsss, concluding
by singing hymu 155, * Long hath the night of
surrow reigned.”

SMALL HEATH.

Sister Helen Breakwell fell asleep on the 14th
November. She has been a great sufferer from
inward cancers for sume wmonths, We lhope she
may be permitted to see that Jife where there
wi.l be no more pain.  Sister Breakwell was
sister in the flesh to sister Heeley. 13ro. Shuttle.
worth buried her at Witton, on Monday, the 17th
inst.—J. A, HEELEY.

STRATHAVEN.

Bro. W. H. Wilson reports the obedience -of
JOoHN McKENZIE (22), tailor, lately of the Free
Church. He put on the sin-covering name by
baptisin on Nov. 30th, in Glasgow, afterwards
breaking bread with the brethren there. He was
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much strengthened by the address of bro. CANADA.

Ritehie, on an uncompromising adhesion to the
truth as it is in Jesus, which alone will secure
an abundant entrance into his everlast-
ing kingdom.—Brother Wiison farther reports
the obedience of ANDREwW TRraAIN, gardener, for-
merly Established Church,. who was inducted
into the saving name on December 6th, in the
house of brother Campbell, Glasgow. Brother
Train has removed from here to Hamilton, where
there are a few holding the truth in its integrity.
They meet with the Blantyre brethren for the
breaking of bread, with whom also brother Train
will in future meet.”

SWANSEA.

‘We have had the painful duty of withdrawing
from sister Elizabeth Palmer, for disorderly walk-
ing,and from bro., Usher,for publicly expressed dis-
belief in the inspiration of portions of the Scrip-
tures. These occurrences have caused much sad-
ness amongst us.

Lucrures.—November 16th, ‘“Behold the
rvighteous shall be recompensed in the earth”
(brother J. D. Luce) ; 28rd, “ The Messiah spoken
of by Moses and the Prophets” (Brother Gale);
30th, * The Resurreetion” (brother J. T. Jones);
December 7th, ‘* What is Truth 2’ (brother Win-
stone) ; 14th, *‘ Nebuchadnezzar's Dream and the
Interpretation thereof” (brother Davies).

TEWKESBURY.

‘'he ecclesia here hag beeh making a special
effort during the last few months, to make known
to the people of ‘this priest-ridden town the un-
searchable riches of Christ. 'We have been assisted
in our efforts by several brgthrer “rom a distance,
who have lectured as follov

LecTUREs.—November 21 > Land Ques-
tion ;" 3rd, ** Who are to Rut. “ture Age?”
(brother Bland, of Kiddermin: . ¢ Batan’s
Downfall” (brother Beddoes, venny) ;
30th, “ The Millennium ;" Dec t, *“The
Great Preacher: What he preac. what he
commissioned others to preack her W.
Clement, of Mumbles); 14th, ‘1 e and
true” (brotherJ. Baker, of Kidderm

One or two appear to be interested, . ‘ehope

ere long to have to report their obedien. . At our
annual business eecting, held Novemver 19th,
it was decided to remove from our books the
name of brother Frank Jellyman, who has re-
moved from here. He had not met with us at
the breaking of bread for a long time previous to
leaving the town.-—F. R. GENDERs.

AUSTRALIA.,

Sypnrv.—Brother Burton, for brother Bayliss,
writes ;:—*‘ Since our last report, we have had the
pieasure of immersing into the sin-covering nawe,
on October 3rd, MarR1A HADFIELD (21), formerly
Episcopalian. Brethren Mogg and Jawes visited
us on their way from Queensland to Newcastle,
N.8.W. They now wmeet with our sister Barton,
who has been removed to that neighbourhood.
The Balmain ecclesia having found the support
of a separate meeting and proclamation of the
truth too severe a strain to be any longer borne,
have returned to the Sydney ecclesia. Lectures,
however, may still be given at Balmain, should
it be possible.”

BELLEVILLE (ONT.).—Bro. A. C. Biggs writes :—
“T have lately removed to this part trom Berlin,
some 200 miles west from here. On my arrival 1
found four families of believers, who Lad not been
breaking bread because of certain differences of
opinion. These differences have now happily
been overcome to a great extent, and we are
partaking together of the symbols which bring tc
gur remembrance Christ and his work of redemp-

ion."”

NEW ZEALANGD.

SYDENHAM (CHRISTCHURCH).—Brother Disher,
renewing for the Christadelphian and Children's
Magazine, says: “I can assure you, hoth are
eagerly looked for. The children are quite
delighted with it. It seems to make the Bible
both pleasant and instructive to them. Imay also
tell you that we are still meeting in the Odd
Fellows Hall, Moutreal S8treet, Sydenhamn. Itis
rather out of the way for lectures, but it is the
best we can get at present. I am also pleased to
tell you we have adopted the Ecclesial Guide as
our basis of fellowship, with slight alterations to
suit our small numbers, so that any brethren
coming to New Zealand will know where we are.”
Some of the brethren have had to go elsewhere to
look for daily bread ; those left behind have been
making a special effort during the last few
months, Brethren Morgan and Challinor have
given several lectures on the kingdom prowmised
and the immortality of the Bible. "This last
quarter we have been going through the thirteen
lectures, as we have not sufficient brethren to
keep up the lectures. Our Sunday School is
getting on well ; the elder ones are beginning to
understand the truth.”

AUCKLAND.— Brother A. Tayler writes :—¢ We
are pleased to testify to the power of the truth
received into the goed and honest heart, resulting
in the addition to our numbers of JouN BInns
and FANNY GaBB, both young people ; also Mrs.
WiLwson, from a settlement about 20 miles away
—formerly Campbellite. She had her eyes opened
by the readine of the Dr.’slife, and came to solicit
immersion at onr hands. We have also an addi-
tion to our numbers in the person of brother R. H.
Abbott, of one of the London ecclesias, who after
sundry wanderings in America, Africa, and the
south of N.Z., has found rest for the sole of his
foot in this place. And is so pleased with our
beautiful city and its surroundings, that he has
made up his mind to stay here if possible. We
hope he will be blest to us. We also expect
brother Couperthwaite, from the country in a few
days.” (You will see that Eipis Israel is now in
supply.—ED.)

UNITED STATES.

CaMBRIDGE.—(Maine).—Brother H. Hamilton
writes from this place:—“I belonged to the
ecclesia in Portland, Oregon. I took the Christa-
delphian 2 years (1882-83). I had relations in this
State to whom I sent some of your works, which
drew their attention to the hope set before us in
the gospel of the kingdom. .'The result is, one
sister has about learnt the first principles, and &
few others getting interested. I hope to have a few
here ere long to fellowship. I am scattering you
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works as best I can to try to draw the attention
of others. I learnt the trnts from your and
the Doctor's works. I am tr ing to sound the
Jjoyful news at every opportunit v in private by iny
voice and by distributing readi g matter,”
CavenbpisH (Mo.).—Brother M. L. Brooks re-
ports that in May last, Mry. E. C. Basserr, his
sister, was introdneced into the saving name. She

came to Cavendish o1 a visit from Ohio, over 700-

miles, to find out mos ~ perfectly about the things
which are most surel : velieved anongst us. She
had received some reading matter through the
mail. ““After being with w3 a few days, she desired
to be Laptized.” She returned to Ohio, and is
now isolated, having no friends of the truth to as-
sociate with. Truly she needs our prayers, that
her faith fail not.” (This, it seems, was re-
ported before, but, in some way was overlooked
in the office. Brother Brooks willypardon us for
an unintentional omission.—1ip.)

Eimirs, (N. Y.).—Bro. J. F. * kes states
the ecclesia meet every Sunday a** .30 a.m. in

the room of the Knights of Honour ’ ver Atlantic -

Tea Store, Lake Street.

GRAND RaPips (MicH.).—Bro. M. W. Owens
writes :—'‘ During  October bro. Williams was
with us'and delivered a course of lectures on the
subjects he has been lecturing on elsewhere. A
few were interested, and expressed a desire to
hearnore. Mrs. PEARN (formerly neutral), wife
of bro. Joln Pearn, was immersed into the
saving name, and is now one of four of us. We
would be glad to have an able brother, sound in
the truth, who could speak for us, settle with
us. Bro. Schuneider, of Melbourne, Australia,
wrote me he would sail for the U.S, in January,
1885, ‘bat will settle in Chicago after visiting
me.’ "’

LANESYILLE,—*‘ May we venture to liken the
course of God’s great plan of salvation to the
uniformity of that mighty river of the ocean that
men call ‘Uhe Guif Stream ; to that vast, un-
deviating current, -yabre proper a river of God.’
Walled in by the down drift and the high lati-
tude of a cold world’s apathy on the one side,
and the white-heat prejudices of an ecclesiastica'
ernsader on the other, yet even and onward the
same mighty plan of God. Though jagged by
the ice-float and pelted by the fierce ‘north-
blast’ on the one hand, and on the other, borne
against by the scething sea wave and the hot
winds of the tropical ocean, yet still the
same conustant and ever-flowing river of God.
Again ! Starting with the shepherd Abel, and
running down through numberless generations
to Christ, is God’s grand system of Gospel carriers
by which the ‘good news’ has been spread and
handed down. Destined for Sinat and traceable
to the apostolic period, to the rocky reefs that
overlook the darkness of the deeps, or to the
long dark night of the world that then set
in, we suddenly find the long line broken
—the grand system nowhere at work! O!
to think of the ages, and since Christ’s day,
that the world was shut out frem God? Of
that long curtain of idolntry and superstition
that veiled in the ‘black midnight,” and no
hand to guide the way! Truly, dear brethren,
can the true Christadelphian rejoice, if
through the divine agency of the Great
Eternal we frawe caught hold of the last Line,
apryare furtlgline it to Sinai. Inestimable
<o Privipge agberalding to a benighted world

ime paotielh Fews of the same kingdom of
Whicht was thd £ Abel, to Abraw, to David,

and to John. How responsible, if we are God's
custodians of such a stupenndous enterprise ! Or
if, as humble men and women, we believe
ourselves to be in  possession of the chart,
and the pioneers of the way to the * New
Jerusalem.” 8ince such is our faith, dear
brother, let us to our work and to our duty, pray-
ing the Father to turn us from the sands to write
upon the rocks—irom the temporal to learn more
of the everlasting! It is with pleasure we can
report a most opportune visit of bro. Thomas
Williams, of Waterloo, Iowa, to the brethren of
King William. We say opportune, tor, in addition
to setting forth the Gospel truths at-West Point,
and at sundry places here, he united the ecclesia
at Lanesville, and put us into working order.
And right glad are we to say that we are on our
legs again, and restimulated for the good work.
Bro. Williams had the intelligence of the county
to hear him, and is the man for the situation, and
we can rejoice, and not be ‘sassy,’ that America
is now no longer dependent on Britain for a secd
sower of tie kingdom, either for the mountains «-f
the far west, or for our cisatlantic shores. We
would like, notwithstanding, to have you come
over again, and we hope before long the divine
hand may point you in this direction. Yon ecan
report the obedience of sister Hinda Robins
{daughter of bro. Jas. Robins), who was baptised
by bro, Luxford into the saving name of Jesus
the Christ.”—J, STANLEY NEALE.

$porrsviLLE (Kv.).— I am much delighted to
see in the intelligence department communica-
tions from brethren ip the ditferent ecclesiax
throughout the worldx especially here in the
United States (of which We see so few). Itseenns
buat reasonable that we sHould add our portion of
the intelligence, thirg may feel a similar
interest. TPhe - ' the most part, is en-
couraging, thot/ Aimes it may be sad and
unpleasant, y’ Jdnds us of each others
eyistence, anv dar cenfliet for the truth
ir ditferent Jhe world, We wish the
brethren wi .municate more freely from
this side tf ¢ic, for although the intell)-
gence deps’ u the Christadelphicn is mostly
tilled wité 1 news, we have good reasons Lo

Lelieve * ¢ items of real value will tind «
place .. oages. I have the pleasure of
annov,’, e obedience in baptism of onemore
since . writing—Mrs. Magria L. WiLsos
40, Campbellite. She was iminersed

into the - g name in Green River, at Spotts
vi'’e, Augi. . 0th, 1884, in the presence of a small
assembly. 5 consultation with sister Wilson,
p..or to hepy immersion, it was ascertained that
she had for¥hany years received instructions from
her father bre. Joseph Grilin, but couL;l not
accept the doct-ine of no salvation without
baptism until  ,caring bro. Thos. Williams
lectures, which “noved the trouble, and she is
ndw rejoicing in the only lhope of eternal life,
Brother Williams lectured at Spottsville, lam
Aprll, evoking several reply sermons from varjons
clergymen, which only showed more clearly the
utber fallacy of their doctrine. None of thewy,
however, can be prevailed upon to debate with by,
Williawns, or even to be questioned in publie T
any of the brethren here. Sowe of their membeyr
declare they can believe no more in a. Joctriyfi
which their leaders so squarely refuse {o defend?
Brother{pseph Griffin, aged 79 years, yiet with a
sad accident recently, & mule running away with
Lim, breaking his thigh and injuring him seriously.
—R. C. GREEN,
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THE JEWISH CONTRIBUTION.—LETTER FROM MR. OLIPHANT.

Tue Brethren will perceive from the following interesting letter just
received from Mr. Oliphant, that their efforts on behalf of the Jewish
colonists of Palestine have been more influential for good than they could
have anticipated, and are likely to have a farther opportunity of an interest-
ing character. This letter re-opens the door which Mr. Oliphant’s last com-
munication seemed for a while fo close It will be seen from other Je wish
intelligenee that the colonization movement is about to receive a new and
large impetus from the Jews themselves. Our own work is but a trickling
springlet, helping to feed a commencing stream which we hope to see shortly
attain the dimensions of a mighty river. The fifth box of clothing (larger
than the previous ones) is about two-thirds full of various articles. When
fully supplied, we shall despatch to Mr. Oliphant, as before, together with
a further remittance from the fund in hand. Mr. Oliphant’s letter is as
follows :— Haifa (Syria), 26th Dec., 1884.

Dear Sir,—The trip which I had projected, to visit the Jewish
colonies in  Judea, was, unfortunately, prevented by an attack of
rheumatism and opthalmia, which laid me up for some weeks. Two
of these colonies are, however, amply provided for by Baron Rothschild,
and, although the third is in need of some: aid, ‘it is an old-established
colony, and its necessities are not nearly so pressing as those of -a much
smaller and more recently-established colony, which has been struggling on
for some time, but the distressing condition of which is only of late
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date, and has just been brought to
my notice by two of ils leading
members. This colony is called
Tessud Hamolo, and is situated on
the shore of the Lake Huleh, or
waters of Merom. It is composed of
twelve families, numbering in all,
thirty-six persons. These are all,
for the present, huddled into one
large room, which was the storehouse
or granary of the native from whom
they bought their land. This con-
sists of an extent of about 500 acres,
and as it is a most fertile tract, they
would, doubtless, do well, if they
had only money enough to buy them-
selves the stock necessary for its
cultivation, and build themselves
houses. They were apparently in-
duced by the low price of the
land, and the large amount of
it which lay close together, to
buy more than their means war-
ranted, not foreseeing the expenses
they would be put to, to provide food
for themselves during the first year
of occupation, and before they could
gather the small crop they had the
means of planting. This is now
quite inadequate to their necessities,
and they are reduced to some straits
to provide themselves with the
necessaries of life. I have, there-
fore, advanced them 50 Napoleons
(£45) from the monies still in my
hands, and have given them an
abundant supply of clothing from
the stores you o kindly sent, and of
which, after supplying the needs of
many poor Jews during the past
year, a sufficient quantity remained
to provide for all their immediate
wants, The joy and gratitude of
these poor people at this unexpected
relief arriving at the moment of their
greatest need, was most touching.
The money they have received will

be enough to carry them on until
spring, when, as soon as the rains
are over, I propose paying them a
visit, and will then make them a
further allowance out of the money
I shall still have in h#nd. This
colony is so small and utterly
without other patronage, that I
think it might, to some extent, be
taken under the especial protec-
tion of your society, if from
time to time subscriptions were
made for its benefit. I trust,
therefore, that those who have
hitherto so generously subscribed to
assist the cause of Jewish coloniza-
tion will not relax their efforts ; the
more so, as I may say that the
timely aid which the amount origi-
nally entrusted to me afforded, was
the means of preventing the extine-
tion by actual starvation of the
colony of Zimmarin, which now
promises to flourish under the aus-
pices of Baron Rothschild, and of
calling into existence the small colony
of six families which was mainly
established with the funds of your
society near the larger colony of
Roshpiana, and which now enjoys
the same protection and financial
advantages which have been accorded
by the Baron to the latter colony.
Yours truly,
LAvrENCE OLIPHANT.

Robert Roberts, Esq., Athensum
Buildings, Edmund Street, Birming-
ham, England.

PROGRESS OF THE COLONISATION
MOVEMENT.

This is perhaps the most appro-
priate place in which to speak of the
favourable intelligence alluded to on
the first page. Itis mainly associated
with Sir Moses Montefiore, whose
attainment of the preat age of one




The Cllrisbadelphian,]
Feb. 1, 1885 .

THE JEWISH CONTRIBUTION. 51

century was made the occasion of a
celebration, in which the Jews
naturally took the leading part. In
one of the leading London syna-
gogues, a Jewish Rabbi (D. L.
Loewe), at the close of a long con-
gratulatory address, alluded to Sir
Moses’ ““ favourite scheme of encour-
aging the cultivation of land among
his brethren in Palestine.”

The Rabbi said Sir Moses might live to
see the fond wishes of his heart fully
realised. The project had been received
with great enthusiam by many thousands
of people living in Russia, Roumania,
Austrian Galicia, France, and some parts
of Germary. Sir Moses ‘‘had the satis-
faction of receiving on Tuesday, 23rd
September, a delegate from 23 congrega-
tions of Russia, who presented him with
an album containing the feivent wishes
and prayers for the prolongation of his life,
signed by 1,562 representatives of 50
societies, bearing the name of ‘ The Friends
of Zion,” whose object is the cultivation of
land in Palestine. They celebrated his
centenary by holding a general meeting of
the members in the town of Kattowitz, in
Upper Silesia, a place chosen by them on
account of its vicinity to the frontiers of
Russia, Austria, and Prussia, for the pur-
pose of arranging all the particulars re-
ferring to a Sir Moses Montefiore Institu-
tion, having for its object the cultivation
of land in Palestine. According to a letter
of invitation which I received from them,
they will appoint a central committee in
one of the towns near the frontiers of the
countries I just named, and an executive
committee in the Holy Land. From state-
ments made in the report given to me by
the delegate, it appearsthat there hasbeen
established in the Holy Land within the
last year a new colony of twenty families
bearing the name ° Petach Tikwah,” that
there are now twenty families occupied in
agricultural pursuits in a place called
¢ Yessod Hamaala *situate near the Waters
of Merom, not far from Safed, and sixteen
families in a place called ‘Gadara,’ near
the colony °Petach Tikwak.” The same
documents also show that thirty families
from Roumania, possessing ample means
of their own, recently proceeded to the
Holy Land with the intention of buy-
ing land there for cultivation, Four

colonies, called ‘Rosh Pinah,” ‘Rishon
de Zion,” ‘Samarin,” and ‘Ekron,’
have been taken under the special protec-
tion of a great and noble-hearted man in
France, whose name the delegate requested
should not be mentioned, and a society
bearing the name ‘Chovevey Zion’ (the
Friends of Zion), in Warsaw, will, by the
sale of 100,000 impressions of a beautifully-
executed portrait of Sir Moses, be enabled
to accumulate a fund large enough to
establish a colony in commemoration of his
centenary. There is every reason to be-
lieve that the time will come when all
difficulties thrown in the way of the new
settlers in Palestine will be removed.”

Confirmatory of the confidence ex-
pressed by the speaker in the closing
sentence, the following appears in the

Jewish World :

‘“A correspondent, writing to us from
Constantinople on the 6th inst., says:
¢ According to reliable information which
I have received from a trustworthy source,
the Council of Ministers discussed a few
days ago the subject of the settlement of
Jews in Palestine. After considerable
deliberation, in the course of which Osman
Pasha, the hero of Plevna, warmly sup-
ported a petition which had been addressed
to the Government by a body of Jews, the
Cabinet determined to extend the right of
settling and of acqluiriug landed property
in Palestine to all Jews, whether from
Russia, Roumania, or other countries, on
condition that they become Turkish sub-
jects. An intimation to this effect will
shortly be published in the official journals.
Osman Pasha, who is known to be well
disposed towards the Jews, has on several
occasions discussed with me the question
of the colonisation of Palestine by the
Jews, and the position of thé Jews already
settled there. On every occasion his Ex-
cellency manifested the utmost interest in
the subject, and when I called his atten-
tion to the difficulties imposed on the
admission of Jews into the Holy Lapd, he
promised to do his utmost to ineet our
wishes. Osman Pasha has thoroughly
kept his word.”

A full report of the Conference at
Kattowitz, appears in the Jewish
Chronicle. It says:

“ The recent Conference, held at Katto-
witz, Upper Silesia, is likely to have a
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considerable influence upon the Colonisa-
tion of Palestine by Jews. The delegates
were not merely men filled with religious
aspirations. They were pious men of a
distinctly practical turn of mind, many
having large means of their own, and com-
manding considerable influence among the
Jews of Russia and elsewhere. The dele-
gates,
trom all parts of Europe, comprised
Rabbis, publicists, lawyers, financiers,
merchants, and manufacturers, several of
them being men of opulence. The address
of Dr. Pinsker, the President, was an
eloquent advocacy in favour of persecuted
Jews turning to the land of their fathers
for rest and hope. We are assured that
tke Turkish Government regards the move-
ment with no unfavourable eye. It re-
quires only that its sovereign rights shall
be strictly maintained and respected by
the colonists. An influential Provisional
Committee has been formed, and collec-
tions have been set on foot in all the
Jewish communities throughout the world.
Although in London the movement has
not been ‘recognised’ in any influential
quarter, collecting boxes by hundreds are
being distributed, and a local Committee
formed with very promising results.”

The Conference was convened by the
Society ‘¢ Friends of Zion ” of Warsaw, to
consider means for promoting the Coloni-
sation of Palestine. It was held from the
6th to the 11th November. The principal
speaker at the opening meeting was Dr.
Pinsker, of Odessa, who, baving been
elected as Chairman of the Conterence,
delivered a telling speech, of which the
following are the opening and the closing
sentences : “‘ In view of the recent cele-
bration of the centenary of Sir Moses
Montefiore, we have travelled hither from
various countries to perpetuate the anni-
versary by the establishment of the insti-
tution, which shall be as useful for the
Jewish people as 1t will be worthy of our
illustrious co-religionist. By founding a
Montefiore Association for the Promotion
of Agriculture, and especially for the sup-
port of colonists in Palestine, we shall
raise a wmemorial to the great Jewish
patriarch as imperishable as metal, and
we shall at the same time open up for our
people a new path leading to happiness
and to true and meritorious activity.” Dr.
Pinsker dwelt at length on the struggles
which the Jews had to endure in certain

who had travelled to Kattowitz-

countries. He summed up by asserting
that the Colonisation of Palestine—with
which a commencement had already been
made through the medium of Russian
Jews who had shown their capacity for
agricultural labour—was the best means
for improving the condition of the op-
pressed.

The principle advocated by Dr. Pinsker
having obtained the unanimous assent of
the Conference, the Delegates proceeded
to consider a programme for the execution
of the project, a task which occupied six
days. The resolutions definitely arrived
at were to the following effect :-—

1. An institution shall be founded,
which shall bear the name of  Monte-
fiore Verband (or Stiftung) zur Forderung
des Ackerbaues unter den Juden, resp. zur
Unterstiitzung der jiidischen Colonisten in
Palistina.”

2. A Provisional Central Committee
shall be appointed for one year. It shall
consist oi eighteen persons, and shall have
its seat at Berlin, or any other place it may
select. The functions of this Committee
shall be : (a) To take charge of all moneys
previously collected by local societies, and
of such amounts as will be contributed
hereafter. (b) To examine and settle
applications coming from existing colonies.
(¢) To elaborate a series of statutes for the
government of the Montefiore Association.
(d) Toexert itself to secure for the Associa-
tion the official recognition of the Russian
Government. (¢) To endeavour to obtain,
by means of a deputation, the sanction of
the Porte for an unrestricted settlement of
Jewish colonists in Palestine.

*3. For the present, and while such
sanction hasnot been given, the Association
shall not favour the establishment of new
colonies ; but, on the other hand, it shall
largely “assist, with the aid of loans, the
colonies ‘¢ Petach Tikva,” and ¢ Yessud
Hamaasloh,” which have hitherto received
no subventions from any guarter, although
fully deserving such assistance.  The
question whether any subvention, and if
so to what extent, shall be granted to the
“Colony Bilu,” is referred to the Central
Committee.

4. Two trustworthy persons shall be
sent to Palestine to inquire on the spot
into the present condition of existing
colonies.

At the commencement of the second
day’s proceedings, Herr David Gordon of
Lyck, Editor of the Hamagid (who had
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visited London and Paris, in the course of
his journey to Ramsgate to place in the
hands of Sir Moses Montefiore an album
presented to him by the Jews in the largest
towns of the Russian Empire) reported on
his visit to the capitals of England and
France, and gave the meeting the gratify-
ing assurance that in both these cities
warm sympathy had been expressed with
the scheme for the promotion of agricul-
ture.  He also translated to the meeting
that portion of Dr. Loewe's sermon at
Judith College, Ramsgate, on the occasion
of the Montefiore Centenary, which bore
upon the movement for the Colonisation of
Palestine, and Sir Moses’s intense interest
in the scheme,

The President intimated that Herr
Kalischer, a member of the Conference,
had presented to the Committee a plot of
ground he owned in Palestine, and for
which he had paid 4,500 marks.

Since the holding of the Conference, the
movement for the Colonisation of Pales-
tine as a memorial to Sir Moses Montefiore
has been taken up with great eagerness.
At Kiew a subscription has been opened,
which has already reached the handsome
sum of 20,000 roubles, In London up-
wards of seven hundred collecting boxes
in aid of the Colonisation Fund have been
distributed, and it is contemplated to in.
crease the uumber to 2,000,

On Christmas Day, a preliminary
meeting of London sympathisers
with the movement was held on the
invitation of Mr. Charles Wollrauch,
one of the gentlemen who attended
the Conference, and a member of
the Central Provisional Committee
appointed thereat. The meeting was
numerously attended.

Mr. Wollrauch, who presided, explained
the object for which he had sammoned the
meeting ; and after reverting to the pro-
ceedings of the Conference at Kattowitz,
he urged that the Jews of England should
not remain behind in aiding the movement
forthecolonisation of Palestine. In Russia,
their brethren had nobly come forward to
help the cause, and as from his personal
observations he feared there was still
much persecution in store for the Jews
in that country, it behoved all free

Jews to lend them a helping hand.
At the outset, he did not expect the move-
ment would receive much encouragement
from the heads of the Jewish com-
munity in London, but he was confident
of hearty support from the less wealthy
class who would never forget the land of
their ancestors, —Mr. Spiers called atten-
tion to the presence at the meeting of
Herr Werner, a delegate from the ¢ Kolel
Warsaw” in Jerusalem,  This body were
appealing to their Jewish fellow townsmen
in Europe to provide means for settling 30
families in the neighbourhood of Shechem
where they could comfortably thrive as
manufacturers of dairy produce. With
this object in view a society had been
formed in London called ¢‘ Poras Joseph,”
and had issued about 800 collecting boxes,
but there should be a general collection
80 as to enable the Jews in Jerusalem to
maintain themselves by the work of their
haunds instead of living on the proceeds of
the Chaluka. After a few words from M.
Hast, Messrs. D. Jameson, E. Berg, and
M. Van Thal, who recommended action
in the interests of the colonisation of Pales-
tine at large and gave utterances to warn-
ings against splitting up the movement
into several sections, the members of the
Society *‘ Poras Joseph,” then present,
agreed to merge their interests in the
larger body to be formed that evening.
The following resolution proposed by Mr.
D. Jameson, and seconded by Mr. Ellis
Berg, was unanimously adopted :—*‘That
in the opinion of this meetinga branch be
formed of the society for the promotion of
the colonisation of Palestine, in accordance
with the resolutions of the conference held
at Kattowitz in November, 1884, and that
the London branch act in conjunction
with the Central Committee in Berlin.”

ANOTHER MOVEMENT WITH ANOTHER
FEATURE.
It is reported (apparently on good

grounds) that a Jewish lawyer in

South Russia has commenced a
totally separate and distinet move-
ment for the Jewish colonisation of
Palestine, having as its peculiar
feature the recognition of Jesus as
the Messiah, but not at all in the
conversionist sense, nor as the resulf
of any proselyting effort. His name
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is Robinowitz. It appears from
a letter of Bishop Titcomb’s, who
states the facts in the Z%mes, on the
authority of ““Rev.” Mr. Hefkr, of
Frankfort, that

Robinowitz, ¢ has for a long time been
endeavouring to ameliorate the condition
and to raise the culture of his people.
During the time of the persecution in
South Russia in 1882 he was zealously ad-
voenting the re-population of the Holy
Land. In order to discover ways and
means for this he set out himself for Pales-
tine,and from the time of his return, there
commenced a complete revolution of his
religious convietions.

These convictions are based on a belief
that the historical Jesus of Bethlehem
was, after all, the true Messiah speken
of by Abraham, Moses, and David ;
for the crucifixion of whom, the Jews
have ever since been wanderers and
their land made desolate. This deep
impression on the mind of Robino-
witz was not produced by any influence ot
Christian missionaries, but entirely by the
force pf circumnstances ; and it carried
along with it a very strong feeling that
the only hope for his people’s return té
their land would be by their acknowledg-
ment of such facts. In this way, without
for a moment thinking of joining the
Christian Church by baptism, a plan of
forming congregations of Jewish nation-
ality, founded upon the historical and doc-
trinal works of the New Testament, slowly
and gradually ripened in his mind. He
returned from Palestine with this watch-

word- *‘ The key to the Holy Land liesin -

the hands of our brother Jesus.” It may
be said, indeed, that the centre of gravity
in his creed lies hidden in the cry—
““Jesus, our brother.” These thrilling
words have proved, as a matter of fact, to
possess such powers of attraction among
his persecuted brethren that they not only

bave awakened the hearts of all in Kis-
chinew--his own place of residence—but
of many also in other parts of Bessarabia.
More than 200 families have now jvined in
one communion under the title of *‘ The
National Jewish New Testament congrega-
tion ;” and by some of them the last Pass-
over was celebrated according to a liturgy
expressly drawn np by Robinowitz,
Bishop Titcomb says:—“In order to
illustrate more completely the nature of
this singular movement of the Jewish
mind, resulting from the painful mas-
sacres of 1882, I subjoin from their
¢ Articles of Faith,” whieh- Dr. Delitzch
now gives to the world, a translation of
the 10th article. It is worded as fol-
lows :—‘ According to the decree of the in-
serutable wisdom 'of God, our fathers were
filled with hardness of heart, and the Lord
punished them with the spirit of deep
sleep, so that they opposed Jesus Christ
and sinned against him until the present
day. But by their unbelief they led
other nations to greater zeal, and they
thus contributed to the propitiation of
mankind, who have believed in Jesus
Christ, the Son of David our King, when
they heard the good tidings through his
peace-promising messengers {Isaiah lii, 7),
who had been disgracefully expelled from
communion with Israel. In counsequence,
however, of this our sin against the Christ
of God, the world has-grown rich by its
faith in Christ ; and the nations in ful-
ness have entered the Kingdom of God.
Now, too, the true time for our fulness has
also come. And we, the seed of Abra-
ham, are to be blessed by our faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ ; and the God of our
forefathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
will take pity upon us, and replant the
branches which have been torn out, into
our own Holy Root—Jesus. And thusall
Israel shall share the eternal salvation ;
and Jerusalem, our Holy City, shall be
rebuilt, and the throne of David be re-
established for ever and evermore.’”

THE SAME IMPOSTURE IN ANOTHER
SHAPE.—We read that the police are on
the look-out for a man who is swindling
Roman Catholics by offering purgatory
lottery tickets for sale. He professes to
guarantee that a mass shall be said at the
Colleie of Jesuits for any person named
by the purchaser of a ticket,—and the
number of masses to be according to the

number of the tickets. On enquiry at the
Jesnit establishment, the police found that
no arrangement had been made for the
saying of the masses. If there had, they
would have concluded there was no im-
posture : yet what is the difference of
spiritual value between a Jesuit *‘mass”
and a false promise to say it? It is the
same imposture in another shape.
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TO THE ELECT OF GOD (IN A TIME OF TROUBLE).

The elect of God exist, although no man can individually identify them. They
are after a common family likeness, though differently sttuated in the
present evil world.  They have one faith, and one aim, and one mind,
though following different occupations, and living in different parts of the
earth. We greet them in the name of the Lord, wishing them and
praying for them grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Chiist.

BeLovED, you are known of God, though you may not be discerned by
man. You are scattered up and down the world, in a cloudy and dark
day, undistinguishable to human eyes, from the common mass of mankind.
Your divine mark or seal, wherever you are to be found, consists of the
belief, obedience and love of the truth which God has caused to be set forth
in the writings of Moses, and the prophets, and the apostles. Having this
mark, you are precious in His eyes.  Your faith is well-pleasing to him ;
your obedience, your free-will offerings, your sacrifices in his service at a
time when all the world ignores Him ascend before him as the odour of
a sweet smell, and are acceptable to Him through the High Priest of our
profession. And they will be spoken of again to your great joy, in a day
when they will seem to have been all forgotten, and when they will seem too
small to be mentioned in the presence of the world-stirring events that will
belong to the coming again of our Lord Jesus Christ. I write to you
concerning our common affliction—common in a large sense. I do not
write to you because I know you. Some of you, I doubtless know; but
no man knows you as “the Lord knows them that are His.” A man
cannot even know himself in this sense,—as our beloved brother Paul
has said, “I judge not mine own self: he that judgeth me isthe Lord.”
‘Weknowthe principles upon which men will be saved, because they have been
revealed : but we are not capable of discerning infallibly where these
principles have had their effectual work, though we may discern where they
are set aside and violated. I write to you as those whom the Lord loves,
and who will be banded together in a joyous company when the Lord
comes. I write to you, as one of you, having the same experience and the
same need. The scorner may mockingly enquire what right I have to write
to such. I answer, the right of brotherly love, which belongs to every man
who can rise to his privileges in Christ. Brotherly love leads to brotherly
concern in all things, but particularly in those that relate to our standing in
God, our position in the present probation, and our hope concerning the
purpose of God which will surely be accomplished. Your present lot is
grievous in many respects; and at times you are greatly cast down, and
nigh despairing altogether of the Lord’s promised kindness in Christ. I
write to remind you of the cause you also have for encouragement and
joy.

You feel unworthy of the great salvation to be brought unto you at
the revelation of Jesus Christ: remember, that though those only whom
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the Lord esteems worthy will enter the kingdom, yet part of that worthiness
consists in that very sense of unworthiness which oppresses you. God’s
favour is for those only who rate themselves at God’s standard ; and by this
standard we are, as Jacob confessed himself to be, unworthy of the least
of all the mercy and the truth ” that the Lord shows to His people. For
what are we at best but worms of the earth, fashioned in God’s image, made
of His clay, and permitted to live for a few years on the face of His
glorious earth? The most righteous man can say with Job, whom the
Lord approved, “Behold I am vile. . . . wherefore I abhor myself,
and repent in dust and ashes.” If a righteous man could feel this abase-
ment—(most reasonable abasement in mortal flesh in the presence of the
divine glory)—is it a marvel that we who add error to weakness, and sin to
corruptibility, should sometimes feel “broken in heart and contrite in
spirit#” It is right: but be not destroyed by this abasement. It is pleasing
to God. To such He has more than once plainly declared He looks with
approval.

But your sins, they distress you : it is right they should : but look again
and be comforted. There is a sin not unto death. You are not callous
towards the Lord. You do not run in the ways He has forbidden. You
do not love the present world and run with it in all its ¢ ungodliness and
worldly lusts—the lust of the eye and the pride of life.” You do not deny
God and live in deliberate disnbedience of His commandments. On the
contrary, you love His name and His word ; you believe His testimonies,
and rejoice in His institutions ; you love, and look, and long for the ap-
pearing of His Son, whom He has promised to send ; and you are striving
in all the ways of life, so faras in you lies, to do His will as expressed in His
commandments. But you fail often. You come short of what you would do.
You frequently do the things you would not do: and you are distressed on
this account. It is right to be so: but do not forget the provision that has
been made : Christ has taken away our sins. We are washed in his blood.
He stands in the Father’s presence, not only as the accepted sacrifice, but
as the appointed high priest for His house. He ever Jiveth to make inter-
cession for us, according to the will of God. 1f we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to fergive us all our iniquity.
If we walk in the light, the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all
sins. God forgives us for Christ’s sake.

" Perhaps you are oppressed with a sense of the unsuitability of such
persons as you, being promoted to honour and power in the kingdom of God.
Remember, it is God’s deliberate plan to make choice of such. ¢ Not
many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are
called, . . . but God hath chosen the weak things of this world.”
Jesus spoke of this, and said : * Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in
thy sight.” He even gave thanks to the Father for proceeding on this
plan. There is a reason in it all. The kingdom is to be established for
God’s honour, not man’s: for the Spirit’s objects and not those of flesh.
Hence, it is a necessity that men be provided for its administration who
are not proud and lifted up in their own eyss, but who are lowly, and who
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know and reverence God so deeply as to find pleasure in His exaltation.
The blessing of man will come out of it all, but glory to God first.
If God made choice of the aristocracy, His purpose (*“I will be exalted
among the heathen”) would not be accomplished. They arefull of them-
selves. He chooses men who are empty of themselves, that they may be
full of God. Poor men, in a day of evil, are the kind of material out of
which He can provide the earthen vessels,in which His eternal treasure can
be deposited, ‘“that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of
man.”

But you say, ““Such poor weak people as we, are not fit to be kings and
priests.” True: not as you are now. It is notas you are now that you
will be elevated to the position. You will be changed from the morfal to
the immortal, and this change will fit you in every way for what you will
have to do. It will give you strength and grace and capacity and gladness
of heart. You will be able to carry yourselves as kings, and to sustain
yourselves without fatigue, and to bring the wisdom of Solomon to bear in
the judgment of all matteis you may have in charge. Qualification of this
sort is all in God, who will liberally ecrown His children with the highest
gifts, in the day of their exaltation. The one thing needful is a humble,
loving, obedient heart, and pliant will, which can only be developed and
put to the proof by the exercise of faith in a day like this; and the opera-
tion can only be successfully performed, in most cases, in circumstances of
poverty and self-denial. Consequently, your lowly position and inefficient
state, instead of being a cause of dubitation, should help your confidence,
as furnishing in your case, the likely elements of suitability for the glory
to be revealed.

But in another way, you may feel the cloud return. The time is long,
and human nature is weak, and power fails, and you feel yourselves walking
towards the darkness which bounds the horizon of all natural life ; yea, the
darkness will oftentimes steal into your inmost soul, and fill you with an
indescribable horror, as you survey the vastness of the universe, in which
God is apparently silent, and the almost infinite mass of abortive life that
appears upon earth from generation to generation. Be comforted concerning
this also : this darkness is inseparable from God’s plan.. Nay more: it is
essential to it. Human life on the earth can no more reach the glory to
be revealed without this experience, than the fruits of the field can appear
without ploughing and harrowing. Ikis part of the plan. God’s wisdom isin
it, and His love, for God islove. We shall see it. Meanwhile we must exercise
faith, without which He cannot be pleased. Faith working by love can see
a little even now—by starlight as it were. The darkness is prolonged for the
world as a whole ; but it is short for any generation. It has been on the
earth for ages, but no generation lasts for ages. We knew nothing of it
last century ; our turn had not come. Our tura has now come : it depresses,
but it will soon be over, and when over, the next thing in our experience
(apparently the immediate next) if actually delayed however long, is the
eternal sunshine of the Father’s manifested presence, power, and glory. We
shall find then what has been done for us by our present exposure in the
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darkness and cold of earth’s winter. It is the Father’s appointment for
us meanwhile. What can we say but “Thy will be done?” He doth not
willingly affiict. Not only so, but He ministers to our need while we pass
through the darkness. None of the elect of God is left alone. God is
with him to guide and strengthen in many invisible ways. God cares for
him ; pities him ; chastens him ; upholds him ; prepares him for the in-
heritance that is in store for all the sons of light : an inheritance in which
they will commune with unspeakable joy, after the prolonged and bitter
fight of faith victoriously waged in their several evil days. “These are they
that came out of great tribulation.” We cannot come out of it without
being in it first. = While in it, it is hard to bear. But remember the end.
Remember the joyful muster of the Lord’s elect.

This touches another sorrow you have. In your several spheres of proba-
tion, you are yearning for what you never realise. You hunger and thirst
for the prevalence of a noble enlightenment among men. You love God
yourselves with all your hearts and souls. You long to see others rejoice
in Him and exalt Him in a sincere and intelligent way. You have a com-
passionate regard for the condition of mankind, and desire, with even a tear-
ful earnestness, to see them in a blessed condition. You sigh and faint for
the delights of sanctified and intellectual friendship in which the hearts of

companions should open with a noble warmth to the great and noble topics
that the'universe presents to the mind, instead of gravxtatmn heavily to the
petty accidents of animal life. Ah, and you are afflicted with your own in-
capacities that blur the sight and enfeeble the hands, and drag you into
abysses of-gloom as dark and dreadful as Jonah’s habitation in the storm-
tost sea.—Now, there is comfort concerning all this. It is somewhat nega-
tive in its form ; but, then, it is tiue, and true comfort wears well, whereas
false comfort fails you in the long run. The comfort is that these things are
unattainable in the present condition of human life upon garth, but that
they are attainable and will be realised in their very perfection in the king-
dom of God. The recognition of this is a help. We reconcile ourselves
hopefully to our lot, enduring the hardness of the desert by knowing that it
is desert, and in the confident anticipation of the land of promiss at the end of
the journey. One comfort more. It is not displeasing to the Father that
we thus hunger and thirst to the point even of misery, after righteousness.
On the contrary, Jesus said, ¢ Blessed are ye that hunger and thirst after
righteousness ; for ye shall be filled.”

Finally, you are troubled and distressed by dissensions in the household
of faith. Many of you have been plunged into deep grief, even unto many
tears. ‘“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial.” It is
nothing new. It is the modern form of a very ancient and frequent ex
perience, resulting from the fermentation of diverse elements brought to-
gether by the knowledge of fhe truth. We must trust to God’s wisdom in
permitting of the admixture of these elements. He has done so from the
beginning. Do not be too much distressed by it. The results that come
of it do not alter things. They only prove and try and manifest things.
The word of the Lord standeth sure amid all the chafes and changes and



The Christadelphian,—‘

Feb. 1, 185, To THE EFFECT OF GOD, ETC. 59

corruptions of men. The Lord Jesus, from the serene exaltation of the
heavens, has for centuries beheld the confusions, and commotions, and wars
that have wrought havoc among men in his absence. He has beheld
them without surprise. He foresaw them and foretold them. He said
there would be strife and division: that iniquity would abound : that the
love of many would wax cold: that the trial would be too severe for some,
but that he that should endure to the end would be saved. Can we imagine
that such things are permitted without a purpose ! The apostolic age was rife
with them : is it a marvel if we have our share? There is but one answer
on the part of enlightened reason: and that answer will help us to stand
in the midst of the evil and to hold fast unmoved the hope of the gospel,
looking to Christ, who lives—distrusting ourselves, who die. Our life is
fleeting away : the battle will soon be over. Be strong and of good comfort.
Stand fast : quit you like men. Keep close to the word in daily reading,
and the peace of God will rule in your hearts and minds and preserve you
amid all chafes and tumults, unto His glorious kingdom, which will heal all
sores, and chase all darkness for ever away.

Your fellow-sufferer, fellow-soldier, fellow-pilgrim, and fellow-suppliant
of the mercy of God unto eternal life,

10th January, 1885,

RoBERT ROBERTS.

ELEMENTAL FURY. —There was a cyclone
recently in the Western part of the States.
Those who were in it had a glimpse (like
Elijah) of the terrible powers that sleep
in Jehovah’s hand. Here is a specimen of
the report of it :—* Mr. George Jackson
was driving along the road with another
gentleman. Rain had been falling for
some time. They suddenly heard a heavy
rumbling noise, which they suppossd to be
a train on the Wabash road. In less than
a minute, however, the noise became
deafening. When they discovered the
nature of the noise they jumped from the
sulky, and caught the horse by the bridle,
not knowing what else to do. By this
time the tornado was opposite him and his
companion, and not more than fifty yards
distant. It appeared to his vision as an
immense column of mist filled with sparks
of fire, which shot in every direction.
Everything in the wake of this column
went with it as it passed along; trees,
houses, fences, all joined in with the im-
mense funnel, and passed out of sight.
The storm raged for twenty minutes.
All the derricks and apparatus of the
Crafton Stone and Transportation Com-

pany were razed to the ground and scat-
tered. Large stones were lifted off
the Grafton bluffs and hurled with tre-
mendous force into the Mississippi river
and upon the town below, exciting the
utmost consternation and fear among the
inhabitants. The Wabash track was
covered for several miles with stone thrown
by the force of the wind from the bluffs.
A car of stone weighing 42,000 pounds
was lifted from the track and the stone
scattered in every direction. Chickens,
geese, and other fowls were found, per-
fectly denuded of feathers, while frag-
ments of household furniture and farming
implements were scattered in all direc.
tions, An eye-witness describes the cy-
clone cloud as of inky blackness, at times
appearing in the usual funnel shape, and
at others as a huge wedge with its head
downward, swinging from right to left.
During these lateral motions of the wedge
was when it did most damage, destroying
everything within reach of its fearfu
strokes. Sometimes it would mount to a
height of a thousand feet or more, when it
would settle to almost a pile upon the
earth. Others describe it as an immense
ball of death-dealing fire, with a stifling
sulphurous smell.
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THE QUESTION OF THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE.

The necessity for the continuance of the controversy on this subject is
nearly past. Nearly all who at first regarded favourably the doctrine of a
limited inspiration, have seen reason to dismiss it as a false and a dangerous
thing. Iven Brother Asheroft has gone so far as to authorise Professor
Evans (who is in the faith, and who was brother Ashctoft’s Hebrew tutor
about two years ago), to make what certainly appeared to be a vital conces-
sion on the subject. Brother Evans says:—

““When I returned home from Wales afew daysago I hastened to have an interview
with bro. Ashcroft, hoping to propose a basis of reconciliation. I need not say that he
;epeived me with that openness and cordiality which I have always experienced from

im.

“Without entering into particulars,I think there s such a basis (and that with no sacri-
fice of principle on either side). As I understand, you don’t contend for the inspiration
of translations of the Scriptures, but, if I mistake not, you believe that the autographs of
the Old and New Testaments were produced under the Spirit of God. This is my belief,
too, and whatever misunderstanding may have arisen between you, I have bro. Asheroft’s
authority to say that this és also his belief, and, moreover, that he is quite prepared, on
this basis of belief, to co-operate with you, asheretofore, to carry on the great work you
have both undertaken, and have, to my mind, so well accomplished. He is also quite
prepared to take the apostle’s statement of the inspiration of the Scriptures in his second
Epistle to Timothy iii. 16, as the expression of that basis. I translate it thus : ¢ Every
scripture is God-inspired and profitable,” &c. He is also ‘prepared to take the apostle’s
statement without entering into the endless disputes as to what constitutes scripture—
disputes that would require an inspired man to decide.

““ Now, I ask, will you meet him on this ground, so as to work with him cordially, as
before, in the propagation of the truths of the Kingdom of God, and let by-gones be
by-gones, and be buried in oblivion ? I think there has been a good deal of misunder-
standing in the matter, and that is a great pity. . . . Should this proposal meet
with your appsobation, I propose a personal interview between you, in the presence of
one or two of the brethren. Such an interview will, in half an hour, do more good than
scrolls of writing.”

To this we sent the following reply :—

¢ Nothing could be more satisfactory to me than a resumption of fraternal relations
with brother Ashcroft if that can be found possible. Their interruption has not been
due to anythingin the nature of a personal grievance on my side, It is due solely to
the promulgatien by bro. Asheroft of views concerning the Scriptures which, in my
Jjudgment, are destructive of their divine character. If those views are abandoned by
bro. Ashcroft, nothing will be easier than a return to that unity which you desire to see,
and which every lover of righteousness and peace must desire to bring about. If the
basis proffered in your letter has this meaning, my answer would be an iustant com-
pliance with the proposal of a personal interview to put an end to the existing differ-
ence. But I have a difficulty in understanding it so. You say it is offered ‘with no
sacrifice of principle on either side.” Does this mean that bro. Ashcroft adheres to the
maxims laid down in the Ewxegetist, which attribute a human and potentially erring
composition to the historic part of the Scriptures? Ifso, the basis of an approximation
does not exist. You further say that he is prepared to take Paul’s statement of the
inspiration of the Seriptures as the expression of truth in the case, ‘without entering’
upon the question of * what constitutes Scripture.’ Does this mean that part of the
Bible is not ‘Scripture’ in the sense of Panl’s statement? If so, this would be to re.
affirm the obnozxious principle in another shape.

¢“If bro. Asheroft is prepared toadmit that all Scripture is God-inspired, and that ‘all
Scripture’ means the entire Old Testament as current among the Jews,
and recognised by Christ, there will be an instant end to our trouble (provided also that
the same recognition is extended to the apostolic writings). It is no question, and
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never has been a question, as to translations. I never met the human being that con-
tended for the English version as a divinely made version. It is a question of the
Hebrew and Greek antographs. Brother Ashceroft’s axioms apply to these, and hence
the trouble,

*¢1t is not a case of ‘ misunderstanding,” unless brother Ashcroft has hastily and un-
advisedly endorsed the false theories of other writers. If those are disavowed, I have
but one answer. I will rejoice and come and do my best to make peace. If they are
not, I cannot depart from what I conceive to be the attitude of duty.”

The reply to this was a private note, endorsing the foregoing as “very just
and right,” but expressing hopelessness of attaining the object desired. After
an interval, a renewed effort, on the initiative of others, was made to obtain
reconciliation on the following basis:—

1. That the Secriptures, in both Old and New Testaments, are without qualification,
and, in their entirety, the work of divine inspiration.

2. That brother Asheroft disavows and abandons the doctrine of a limited inspiration

laid down in the Euxegetist article, and as more particularly formulated in those parts
of the article referred to in brother Roberts’ five published questions.

The result of this effort will be found reported further on.

Several worthy friends have lamented the complication of the question,
with personal ingredients, and have expressed strong disapprobation of
what has appeared to them the intemperate tone which the Editor has im-
parted to the controversy. Why, say they, cannot the question be dis-
cussed apart from names and persons? Their views are to be respected as
those of men desiring to see truth prevail on its naked merits. But there is
another side. Such questions never have been debated in this world with-
out personal bearings, and they cannot in the nature of things be detached
from them. It is personal transactions that bring them into controversy.
Persons are their instruments ; and they can no more be dealt with apart
from these instruments than politics can be discussed without some reference
to the actors on the political stage. This very obvious fact is illustrated
nowhere more forcibly than in the Scriptures throughout, in which, at
every stage, persons stand forth as the occasion and symbols of the various
phases of national character or doctrinal agitations recorded. The spirit of
the objection is estimable enough: but the form of it is out of harmony
with practical carnest life as we find it under the circumstances now exist-
ing on the globe.

As to the intemperateness of tone, we would ask our disapproving friends
to make some allowance for the ardour of our appreciation of the thing
assailed. 'We hope they will pardon the apparent egotism of the plea: but
we are obliged to speak personally when it is personal imputation that is in
question. A man fights very earnestly for what he values. This is our
defence. At the same time we do not admit the accusation of intemperate-
ness quite to the full. We even make bold to predict that when the
acerbities of the conflict have all subsided, and the matter has become quite
an affair of the past, our critics will be surprised, on the reading, to find so
little that goes beyond the limits of absolute propriety in effusions that now
strike them as objectionable on the score of heat.
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Finally, it would not be going far out of the proper line of things if we
laid claim to a little of their sympathy. It has been a sad and harrassing
time of it for us as for them. They admit we have been fighting on the
right side. Why, then, scold us? They ought to speak comfortably to
us. Evenif we have erred in the course of the affair, they should remember
we are not infallible, and that a mortel man, striving in the midst of
physical and other embarrassments, to do his best for God, in a day when
God is dishonoured, and yet when God chooses to be silent, is entitled to
kindly and even indulgent forbearance at the hands of God’s friends, rather
than evil surmise and ungenerous inuendo, and even unqualified condenina-
tion. 'We say this in no spirit of censure ; for, taking all things into ac-
count, we cannot blame them, or even be surprised at them. They do not
know all the ingredients in the case—some of which are necessarily in
reserve. Still, they know enough, and admit enough, to entitle them to
rank themselves in true sympathy on the side of the struggling cause of
divine truth, rather than act a part that only hampers and embitters the
work of its defence. There is no power or inspiration or open divine
recognition on the side of the truth in this age. The Lord leaves His ser-
vants to act their part supported by His written word alone (so far as
visible agency is concerned). There is, therefore, the more need why its
friends and lovers should concentrate their force in hearty support of if,
giving it all the benefit of their sin-covering charity, and reserving their
censures aud oppositions for its assailants in whatever form and guise.

THE FURTHER DIFFICULTIES CONSIDERED.

In fulfilment of the promise of last month, we proceed to the considera-
tion of the undisposed-of objections of those who maintain the doctrine of a
limited inspiration. They are not numerous, and in view of the general
surrender to the truth that has taken place, it is not necessary to go into
them at great length. (The numbering is continued from last month.)

43, In Gen. l. 13, it is stated that “ Jacob was buried in the cave of the
field of Machpelah, before Mamre,;” but in Acts vii. 16, Stephen says that he
was buried at Shechem. Josh. xxiv. 32, informs us that Jacob bought a
burying ground of the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem, while Stephen
says it was Abraham that bought it. Here are two flat contradictions. How
can such be the work of tnspiration? What is the use of ignoring them?
Why rot own up? Where is the good of denying discrepancies in the Bible,
when it 1s plain to any honest eye that they exist? There is also Stephen
<alling the kindred of Jacob 75, when Gen. calls them 70.

AnswEgR.—Obscurities are not contradictions. Such occasionally oceur in
the clearest” discourse : but no one thinks of charging public writers or
speakers of known integrity with falsehood or error, because of them. The
course taken is to enquire into the meaning if the subject is important
enough to call for it. And those would be most ready to take this course
with an accused writer who trusted and loved him the most. The indifferent
critic would lightly believe in the contradiction : the hostile critic would be
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anxious to do so. A friend, with intimate knowledge of the writer, would
refuse to believe in it, even if he were unable to explain the appearance of
it. This would be more reasonable than at first sight it would seem. It would
be like the cace of two close righteous loving friends—say husband and wife
—one of whom should be suddenly taken away, either by unexpected com-
pulsory departure to a foreign land, or by death ; and in whose affairs, upon
investigation, there should appear some manifest inconsistency of sinister
1mp0rt The remaining friend, though not knowing the facts of the case,
would strenuously maintain the 1mposs1b111ty of the thing imputed to the
absent friend. IIe would say, “I am sure it is not so: it cannot be so : ifis
impossible, I cannot explain it: but I am sure if he were here, he could explain
it.” Suppose, for example, it were the case of a letter being found, in which a
sum of money had been enclosed, with directions to apply it in a certain way,
and it were found that it had not been so applied, but had been paid away in a
different direction altogether. The remaining friend might be unable to explain
it : but he would deny with warmth the possibility of there having been mis-
appropriation, and would insist that if all were known, the matter would be
perfectly plain.  Cynical bystanders would curl their lips, and simply point
to the facts : and reason would seem to be on their side until another letter
from the sender of the money, of a later date, might be discovered, telling
the absent friend thal he had personally seen the party to whom he had
directed the money to be paid and had arranged the matter with him: and
that the money he had sent was to be put by the absent friend to another
specified purpose.

Now, when it is said, “ Where is the good of denying the discrepancies
in the Bible?” the man who knows and loves the Bible is in the position of
the remaining friend of the foregoing supposition. It may appear unreason-
able on his part to insist that these discrepancies are only apparent: but in
truth, his confention is the only reasonable one. His reasons for confidence
in the reliability and divinity of the Bible are so numerous and so palpable
and unmistakable when all known, that lie cannot admit the possibility of
the errors contended for by its enemies or its slack friends—especially,
carrying with them the enormous conclusion which the critics associate
with their contention, that the Bibleis a human and possibly erring com-
position.—It may be answered that facts ave facts, whatever the confidence
may be, and that it is childish to oppose an admiring confidence to the
verdict of facts. A plausible speech, it must be admitted ; but there is
such a thing as misconstruing facts, and a possible misconstruction of facts
will never, in true logical process, be allowed to weigh against the evident
state of a case.

As has been said, there are obscurities, but obscurities are not contradic-
tions. In a true document they are elliptical forms of truth which appear
obscure because the elements of the ellipsis are not visible, as when a
Birmingham man, who has been in London all the week, states, in a written
deposition, that in the middle of the week he dined with his next door neigh-
bour in Birmingham. His words appear obscure and inconsistent with facts,
until it is discovered that his meaning is that he met in London his next
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door neighbour in Birmingham, and went with him to a dining saloon in the
great city, * The statements in Stephen’s speech are of this character. They
are incompletely expressed forms of truth, and,because of this, are apparently
in conflict with the complete statements of the same truth. Bro. Stainforth
has already demonstrated the harmony between the fact of seventy persons
going down into Egypt, and Stephen’s statement of another fact, that at that
moment all Jacob’s kindred had amounted to seventy-five persons. We now
notice, as promised, the other so-called two *flat contradictions.”

a. Juacol’s burial at Machpelah said by Stephen (apparently)to have taken
place at Sychem or Shechem. One correspondent has suggested, that, like Dr.
Thomas, Jacob was perhaps buried twice—first at Machpelah, when Joseph
was alive, as recorded in Gen. 1. 13 ; and then at Sychem, with Joseph, when
Joseph’s bones, after travelling forty years with Israel, were interred in
the buryln"-"round at Sychem (Josh. xxiv. 32). His suggestion may cause
a smile, but unlikelier things have been suggested before now. It is cer-
tainly to be preferred to the revolutionary euooestlon that an erring element
has been at work in the composition of the Scrlptuxes But such a sug-
gestion is not necessary to clear the text of the charge of contradiction.
Stephen speaks of Jacob ‘“and our fathers,” having died, before speaking
of any one having been laid in the sepulchre at Sychem. ¢ Our fathers,”
in this connection, must, upon the narrowest construction, méan Jacob’s
twelve sons, including "Joseph. Now Joseph was certainly buried at
Sychem, for it is so stated plainly in Josh. xxiv. 32 ; and the probability
is, from Stephen’s statement, that Joseph’s brethren were buried at the
same place, before him, during Joseph’s regency in Egypt. Stephen, with
this fact before his mind, therefore speaks accurately in speaking of Sychem
as the place of the burial of the **fathers.” As to Jacob, he does not ab-
solutely say he was buried there, though he appears to include him. He
simply says he died, and then having added “ the fathers,” as having died
also, he adds, ‘“ And they were carried (pererefnoarv) to Shechem, and laid
in the sepulchre,” &c. Bro. Stainforth calls attention to the light thrown
on the subject by the Revised Version. He says the verse ¢ merely requires
to be read as it stands in the Revised Version, and the difficulty vanishes.
Thus: ¢ And Jacob went down into Egypt, and he died, himself and our
fathers ; and they were carried over into Shechem, and laid in the tomb.

bought of the sons of Hamor in Shechem ’? Bro. Stainforth re-
malks « Here we see that ke and they went down into Egypt and died, and
they alone were huried in Shechem.” The whole speech of Stcphen is
in the condensed style which compresses facts together in this way. Read,
for example, verses 44 to 47.

b. Stephen’s statement (Acts vit. 16) that Abraham bought a burying
ground which Genesis says Jacob bought.—It is common to suggest thab
¢ Abraham,” in this passage, ought to read Jacob: that, in fact, a copyist
has blundered and changed ¢ Jacob” into “Abraham.” But there is no
evidence of this. All the MSS. have “ Abraham,” so far as we have heard.
If some of them had Jacob, there would be room for the suggestion that the
copyist of an early MS. had made a slip: but, as it is, we are bound to as-
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sume that there has been no blunder, and that we have the original as Luke
wrote it. How then is the apparent discrepancy to be explained? In the
absence of positive information, it is a case for suggestion. Here are the
facts.  This Sychem (in the plain of Moreh) was the very first place where
Abraham settled on his arrival in the land of promise from Harau (Gen
xii. 6). How long he stayed is not stated, but the context suggests a good
while, during which Abraham was certain to have become known to She
chem (the son of the Hittite prince, Hamor), who appears to have given his
name to the place. It is not improbable that during this acquaintance,
the idea of Abraham acquiring a burying place at the spot would - be dis-
cussed ; for the recent death of Haran would suggest the subject, and
Shechem, or Sychem, seemed a desirable spot to stay at. In the
course of circumstances, Abraham removed to Bethel, about 30 miles
further south, in which, after a flying visit to Egypt, he
settled for a time. Thirty miles was mnot too great a dis-
tance in Eastern countries for men of open-air occupation (sheep:
rearing) to keep up acquaintance. Let us imagine that this idea of
buying a piece of land at Sychem was kept up between them, till Abraham’s
removal still thirty miles further south, to Hebron, where he did actually
buy a place of sepulchre (Machpelah). In course of time, Jacob, Abraham’s
grandson, on his return from Padanaram with a large establishment, takes
up his abode at this very Sychem, and does actually buy (¢ from the children
of Hamor”) a field, which is afterwards used as a place of sepulchre. Now,
as Hamor’s name appears in the transaction on one side, though it was
actually his children that sold the land, may not Abraham’s name (with
whom Hamor was acquainted), have figured on the other side, though the
actual purchaser was Abraham’s grandson? It was a transaction between
the house of Hamor and the house of Abraham, though Jacob was the actual
individual purchaser; and in this way, Abraham, though dead at the time,
may have come to be considered as associated in the transaction :
(Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are indissoluble associates). Not
knowing the actual reason why Stephen used Abraham’s name, we
are bound to see if the surrounding circumstances do not admit of a reason.
If they do, it is far more logical to assume the operation of such a reason
than to resort to the violent supposition that a man filled with the Holy
Spirit made a historical mistake. It may suit Ahe officials (** Deans ” and
what not) of a system of paganised Christianity to lightly profess such a
view, which their “broad ” principles would incline them to favour, rather
than not : but to friends of God, it is something worse than unacceptable.
It goes to their heart, dagger-like, with all the keenness which a man feels
whose loved friend is smilingly and tenderly traduced in his hearing. They
caniot tolerate the suggestion : and the day of God will justify their
strong feelings on the subject.

43. A correspondent sends an article clipped from the  Jewish World,”
in which the writer says that Professor Hull, who has made a geological
examination of Falestine and neighbourhood under the auspices of the Pules-
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tine Exploration Society “with half a dozen words. . demolishes the whole
story of the destruction of Sodum and Gomorrha in the time of the patriarch
Abraham.”  The depression of the Jordan Valley and {ead Sea was formed
ages and ages ago in the epoch when the ancient sea beds were volcanically up-
heaved, forming the chains of Lebanon and the backbone of the
Holy Land. * When these chains were elevated, the great - crack
or fault whith now forms the Jordan valley was the result of the shearing
of the strata, which left the wull of Moab standing up, while the slopes on the
west of the valley slid down below the sea level.” The correspondent whe
sends the article, writes on the cover of it “Editorial,” and seems to say, “there,
what do you think of that? How does that agree with inspiration ?”

Answer. —First, the speculations, or even inductions, of scientific men
are not all to be accepted as truth. Nothing becomes sooner obsolete :
nothing in modern study is more chameleon like. The latest discoveries
are constantly discrediting foregoing theories: it is, in fact, hard work to
keep in the fashion scientifically. Yet it is wonderful how ready people
are to accept scientific speculation as *‘gospel,” and better. It is specially
melancholy to see a Jew soready to welcome the discredit of Moses. It is
no new thing in their nation; according to Josephus, it was one of the
saddest thmos in the dreadful siege of Jeru%alem that the faction leaders
who hounded the city to destxuctlon, publicly denounced as impostors
the prophets whose words they were fulfilling.

But, secondly,assuming Professor Hull’s geological theoryto becorrect,itinno
way interferes with the account of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrha.
That account does not say that the valley of the Dead Sea was formed
by the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrha. On the contrary,
it reveals the existence of that valley long prior to that
event. It tells us of a military alliance between the King of Sodom and the
King of Gomorrha and other Kings, to resist the encroachments of
Amraphel, King of Shinar, and his allies (Gen. xiv. 1-3). It tells us that
all these were “joined together in THE VALE of Siddim, whickh (it adds,
parenthetically), ¢s the Salt Sea ;” that is, had become the Salt Sea at the
time of the writing of the account. Heve is ¢ the vale,” long before Sodom
and Gomorrha were destroyed. We also read, still earlier, of the * plain of
the Jordan,” that is, of the river Jordan (and therefore of the depression or
bed of the river, without which the river could not have existed). It was
shortly after Abraham’s arrival in the land, that he recommended Lot to
separate from him, on account of the quarrels of their herdmen : “and Lot
lifted up his eyes and beheld all the pluin of Jordan, that it was well
watered everywhere, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrha, even
as the garden of the Lord . . . Then :Lot choose him all the plain of
Jordan, &e.” (Gen. xiii. 8-11.) If, therefore, the valley of the Jordan-and
of the Dead Sea existed before the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrha, in
what way is the history of that destruction ¢ demolished ” by the ggological
discovery that the valley was formed ages before that event? The editor of
the Jewish World has been in too great a haste altogether. It may be, and
probably is the fact that the physical configuration of the Holy Land was







