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¢ He (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father)
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them rETIREN.”—(Heb. ii 11.)

“ For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THE
SONS OF Gop.”—(Rom. vii. 19.)

DR. THOMAS ON GENTILE OBLIGATION TO THE JEWS.

A brother at Glenburnie, sending ¢ a trifle to assist poor Israel in.their
present distress,” says :—“ Dr. Thomas, in reply to a correspondent on one
occasion, said ¢They were broken off because of unbelief ;
and as a‘consequence, given over to disobedience, which is its “result.
‘They are enemies of the Gospel, (or the ‘mercy,’) says Paul to his
Gentile brethren, ¢because of you,” that is, because you have been
‘called,” or invited, to share in its blessings with them, and upon equal
terms. This was mortifying to their national pride ; for in all their history
Gentile dogs had had no share in the priesthood and royalty of Israel : they
could not brook, therefore, by any means, the calling of the Gentiles to a
participation in their institutions when Messiah should sit on David’s throne.
They might have continued friends to the ‘mercy,’ or gospel, if they
could have monopolised it ; but to share it with the Gentiles, was a degrada-
tion they could not endure. They, therefore, became enemies to i, and
despised it as a gospel for Gentiles ; but unsuited to them ; as if they should
say, ‘The fellowship of the mystery is their mercy, not ours! Thus,
although ¢ Jesus had slain the enmity by the cross,” the doctrine of the
ross did not find favour with them, and the enmity in their hearts remained.
This enmity to ¢the fellowship of the mystery,’ styled by ‘the apostle
‘your mercy,” showed itself very early in the history of Christianity.

is merey taught, that ¢the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the
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same body, and partakers (with
Hebrew Christians) of God’s pro-
mise (to Abraham) concerning the
Christ through the Gospel.’

“But they objected,and said, No ;
the belief and obedience of that
gospel cannot make them fellow-
heirs with us circumecised descen-
dantsof Abrahamwhobelieve. True,
they have believed and been im-
mersed into the name of Jesus ; but
that is not enough to make them
citizens of Judah’s commonwealth,or
Jews; except theybealso circumecised,
and keep the l1iw of Moses, they
cannot be saved (Acts xv. 1-5).
This doctrine was a root of bitterness,
which was not eradicated until God
cut them off, in suppressing the law
by the Little Horn of the Goat, or
Roman Power. This event was a
signal confutation of their new way
of partaking in the salvation that is
of the Jews ; for the Roman triumph
rendered it impossible for either Jew
or Gentile to keep the law. The
Roman conquest was a practical ex-
tinguisher upon that Judaism which
troubled the ¢ One Body’ during the
remainder of the apostolic ministry,
from the calling of the Gentiles.  The
controversy about circumcision, and
the necessity of keeping the law
(which the Romans would not allow
to be kept), expired; the pride of
the Jews was humbled, and those of
them who came to believe in Jesus,
were glad to accept of the Gentile
mercy, or fellowship, that they might
‘besaved, even as they.” Thus they
were stimulated to zeal (‘parazelosai)
~—*‘provoked to jealousy and emula-
tion’ (in verses 11, 14), which was
the salvation of some.

“Qf the thousands of Jews that
* became obedient to the faith,” mul-
titudes apostatised from its purity,

and became accursed, by which, the
saying of Jesus, that ‘many were
called, but few chosen,” was marvel-
lously exemplified. ¢Because,” said
he, “iniquity will abound, the love
of the many will wax cool” God,
foreseeing this ‘disobedience,” de-
termined to counteract its effect
upon His purpose, by calling or
inviting the Gentiles to His kingdom
and glory, that its seats, or thrones,
might be filled. A kingdom that is
tg govern thousands of millions for a
thousand years, requires a multitude
of rulers, a multitude, which it was
evident could not be obtained from
Judah, through faith in the gospel ;
He resolved, therefore, to supply the
deficiency from among the Gentiles,
or, as James expresses it, ‘to take
out of them a people for His name.’
This work is still in progress, though
almost brought to an end, there being
few in society respondent to the
divine requirement of a self-sacrificing
obedience to the faith. Thus, then,
¢ through Judab’s disobedience, the
Gentiles obtained mercy,” that ¢ the
wedding might be furnished with
guests.’

% The Jewish nation now occupies
the position formerly occupied by
the nations, before the gospel
invitation was sent to them
through Peter and Paul—a posi-
tion of disobedience characterised
by not submitting to the fellowship
of the mystery. But the position
they occupy is not a permanent one.
God has given them over for the
present to disobedience.  There
exists no agency, Gentile or Jewish,
that can make them obedient. Asa
people, they will remain in dis-
obedience until ¢ the Deliverer shall
come to Zion and out of Zion, and
shall turn away ungodliness from
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Jacob.”  Then ‘they will obtain
mercy,” by the salvation of all the
twelve tribes from their dispersion;
by the ¢blotting out of their trans-
gressions as a thick cloud; and by
the establishing of them as an inde-
pendent and powerful nation in the
Holy TLand. This will be their
‘fulness.” Their fall and deposition
are the riches of obedient Gentiles ;
who, but for that, would not have
been called to the kingdom and
glory of the ige to come; tmt
would have been left in their dis-
obedience subject to eternal death.
Whatever blessings might have
come upon the nations in the ‘future
age, Gentiles dying before its intro-
duetion would have had no experi
ence of it. The kingdom and glory
of that state would have been mono-
polised solely by saints of the House
of Israel. We of the nations, then,
who believe, are rich —our sins are
blotted out, we are sons of the
Almighty, rich in faith, heirs of
the kingdom and eternal glory;
but though thus rich, what will not
the fullness of Israel be to us!
No longer heirs; but actual pos-

sessors with Christ of the earth,
the world, and all their glory and
treasures, with unending life.  Thus
the receiving of them will be *life
from the dead’—to them and the
nations life spiritual, and liberty,
and blessings ; to us who are obe-
dient, resurrection, transformation,
immortality, and glory in the king-
dom of God.

¢ In answer to our sister’s question
(What is the nature of Gentile obli-
gation in behalf of the Jews, as
intimated in Rom. =xi. 30, 31, has
this debt of mercy every been paid ?
if not, when is it to be paid ) then,
we conclude, that the obligation of
us Gentiles, who have obeyed the
gospel of the kingdom, is to en-
deavour to save some of them from
the consequences of their disobedi-
ence ; and, when this is effected,
seeing that we are partakers of their
spiritual things, it is our duty to
minister to their hecessities with our
carnal things, according to our ability.
The debt will not be paid as long as
there is a poor saint of Hebrew race
to be relieved.”—Dr. Thomas.

WHERE Will IT ExD?—A writer in
the Burton and Derby Gazette, referring to
a local lecture on ‘¢ the encouraging signs
of the present day,” says:—**The principal
characteristic of the present-day bright-
ness, was said to be the spread of education.
Well, I have no wish to find fault with
any of the lecturer’s remarks, I believe
education to be a great blessing, and I
believe it to be the first duty of a parent,
or nation, to look after the education of
their progeny. But education is an indefi-
nite term. No one clearly understands
what is meant by this very ambiguous
phrase. There are twokinds of education
at least—religious and secular, and they
may again be divided into many branches.
I would like to make this inquiry—what

are we educating our children in? what
for ? and how willit end ? T have watched
for much and found little good as yet
resulting from our cram system of cduca-
tion. Board schools and compulsory
education have taken much in hand to
beautify and enlighten the intellects of the
rising generation. Schools of art have no
doubt increased, and the love of the
beautiful has increased with them, but I
ask again, where will it end? Where is
technical Athens, or Rome, or Egypt?
With their fine arts they progressed in vice,
and effeminacy wrought their ruin. So
much for education in the beautiful,
What we wantis education that will make
men good, sober, and industrious; not
clever forgers, schemers, and place-seekers.”
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A SCRIPTURAL CONFESSION OF FAITH.

A correspondent named Mary B.
R., wrote Dr. Thomas, in 1855, as
follows :—“ 1 believe, with all my
heart, the gospel that was preached
to Abraham ; and that Jesus is the
seed of the woman, who is to bruise
the serpent’s head ; and the seed of
Abraham, through whom all the
nations of the earth are to be bles-
sed ; and the Son of David, promi-
sed in the covenant made with him,
and recorded in 2 Sam. vii., 1 Chron.

xvii. I believe that he 1is the
Son  of God, who suffered,
died, was buried, rose again

on the third day was seen of his
disciples about forty days, during
which he discoursed with them about
the kingdom of God ; afterwards as-
cended into heaven, where he is now
on the right hand of the throne of
the Majesty, and will continue there
until his enemies be made his foot-
stool ; but at'that time he will return
in the same manner that he ascended,
that he may establish and henceforth
sit upon his father David’s throne,
restoring the kingdom again to Israel,
and reigning over the house of Jacob
for ever in the land the Lord gave to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, on Mount
Sion in Jerusalem, and before His
ancients glariously. I believe that
His kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom, and that all nations shall serve
and obey him ; that he will raise the
dead, plant a new heaven and earth,
in which dwelleth righteousness ;
and that the kingdoms of this world
will become the kingdoms of the
God of heaven. All that he has
promised, I believe he is able and
will perform. He that scattered
Israel will gather them as a shepherd

doth his sheep. Israel’s hope is in-
deed a glorious hope, the only true
hope, and the hope of every Bible
Christian,

“1 did not understand thesethings
when I was immersed. I was
taught to believe that the old Bible
was done away with, and, therefore,
the Law and the prophets I rarely
read.  Recently, however, I have
een brought to appreciate them by
reading the Herald of the Kingdom.
If T am sufficiently intelligent in the
truth, I should very much like to
become obedient to it in baptism,
that I may be united to the name of
the anocinted Jesus, and receive
thenceforth, by patient continuance
in well-doing, glory, honour, and
immortality, at the revelation of
Jesus Christ from heaven in power
and great glory ; that T may see him
as le is, be like him, and be for ever
with him—a consummation which
is the ardent desire of my heart.

“I am very anxious to understand,
believe, and obey the gospel of the
kingdom of God. Excuse, therefore,
my presumption in troubling you
with my convictions. I was im.
mersed among the Campbellites in
Virginia, some ten or twelve years
ago. Since then, I have been very
worldly-minded, done many things I
ought not to have done, and left un-
done what I ought to have done, If
the Lord will but pardon my offences,
and accept me for Christ’s sake, 1
shall be happy, and endeavour hence-
forth to walk in accordance with his
word, the remnant of my days. I
hope you, or some one that has
obeyed the gospel of the kingdom of
God, will visit Trenton soon, that T
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may have the privilege of being
baptised into Christ. I regard my
former immersion as nothing, because
Tdidnotunderstand the first principles
of the oracles of God. If it were in
my power, I would visit New York
for the express purpose, but this I
am unable to do.”

Dr. Tromas’s REMARKS,

Mary’s confession of faith is very
intelligible, intelligent, and scriptural,
and reveals no reason why water
should be forbidden that she should
not be baptised.  All intelligent in
the word will readily perceive, that
she has been “taught of God” in

having imbibed His thoughts as’

they are set forth in the writings of
the Prophets and Apostles. Happy
is she in having attained to this.
Being enlightened, she can now see
herself as in a state of alienation
from the life of God through the
ignorance that was in her when she
went down into the water many years
ago under the God-dishonouring
supposition that the old Bible was
done away with,” or as the Bethanian
dogma expresses it, that it had be-
come “no better than an old Jewish
Almanac!” She now perceives that
the gospel preached by Paul to the
Gentiles, was promised of God afore
in the holy writings of the prophets ;
which, if she had learned from the
New Testament, she would have
seen shining forth from the pages of
the old. A person who says that
the 0ld Bible is done away, in effect,
proclaims his ignorance of the gospel
treated of in the new. The old
Bible is a telescope shut up, givinga
view of things to an end indicated
in the Abrahamic Covenant—the
blessing of all nations in his seed.

The New Testament is a slide of that
telescope drawn out: so that a right
focus being obtained, the spectatoris
enabled to behold the objects presented
with great clearness of vision. There
is yet another slide to be extended
which will carry the sight of the
observer into the eternal ages, when
the thousand years’ constitution of
the kingdom shall be succeeded by a
new and unchanging oider of things.
Men are not yet invited to take up a
position in the Mosaic Eden, and,
looking through the ages and gene-
rations of seven thousand years, to
scan the eternity beyond; they are
invited to view from that stand-point
the eventide of the sixth millenniam
of the world; for “at eventide it
shall be light,” even *‘the manifesta-
tion of the Sons of God,” “shining
forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Who hath ears to
hear, let him hear.”

If Mary had been told twelve
years ago that she was blind and un-
fit for immersion, she would have
been, doubtless, offended. Certain
stereotyped notions concerning Jesus
had been stamped upon her infantile
mind by the dark bodies of the
system into which she had been in-
voluntarily introduced.  Tradition
was poured into her ears from the
cradle, by which her thoughts of
Jesus were generated, so that when
she atlained to maturity, she felt and
spoke as she had happened to be led.
This was not the utterance or feeling
produced by faith ; for faith, which
is “the assured expectation of things
hoped for, and the conviction of
things unseen,” comes by hearing
the Word of God ; and which she
had so little concern for as to deem
it abolished. At that time, then,
what her system called faith was
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mere credulity—an unreasoning as-
sent to current dogmas. Now,
credulity is not justifying, sane-
tifying, nor saving; but as in
Mary’s case, productive of
worldly-mindedness and malfaisance
in omission and commission.  Paul
says that it is el pisteos, from, or out
of, faith, as the source or origin
thereof, we are justified, and have
peace with God.  But, if the faith
be wanting, there is no source from
which justification or parden can
flow to us in being immersed. “Bap-
tism saves us,” to use the words of
Peter, from all past sins, in the sub-
ject of it having a well-spring or
fountain within him, from which
“Iis tnwards,” (as the law expresses
““the inward man,”) can be sprink-
led, while his outward man is pas-
sing through the NEw-BirrH LavEr,
dia loutrow palingenesias.  Hence,
the ¢ purifying the heart by faith ”
is perfected with the ¢ washing of
the body in water,” made purifying
by the operation going on within,
In the absence of true faith, that
is, of belief of the truth witnessed
by Jesus before Pilate, the water of
baptism is mnot ¢ pure water,” but
the contrary.  In default of this, it
is no better than the “holy water”
of the Roman Mother of Harlots.
To make the water of a bath pure
water to the person bathed, Christ
must dwell in his heart by faith, in
comprehending with all the saints
the breadth, and length, and depth,
and height, of the knowledge. In
other words ‘the things of the
Kingdom of God, and of the name

of the anointed Jesus,” must be be-
lieved (Acts viii. 12). These were
what Philip preached in preaching
Christ (verse 5), and the things the
Samaritans believed ; so that when
they believed them, ¢ Christ dwelt
in their hearts by faith,” and they
comprehended, with all the saints,
the knowledge in its length, breadth,
&c., and were then *Dbaptised both
men and women.”

Will any man intelligent in the
word of the kingdom, venture to
affirm  that an unreasoning as-
sent to any of the dogmas of
“Christendom ” is a scriptural and
sufficient qualification for the * One
Baptism?” If the subject be devoid
of the faith, immersion cannot be
“the obedience of faith” in this
case. If we did not know the in-
tense darkness of the Gentile theo-
logical mind, we might suppose that
this was self-evident to all. But how
contrary to this is the fact! Mary,
however, has come to see it at
length, because her eyes have been
opened by the truth. We congra-
tulate her on her deliverance from
the power of darkness, which is
Satan’s power, and her translation
into the light or knowledge of the
kingdom, which is the gospel, or
power of God. If men believe this,
happy are they obey it. Let her,
then, by all means, follow the ex-
ample of the great apostle of uncir-
cumcision, as soon as she can find
an Amnanias, and ¢ Arise and be
baptised, and wash away her sins,”
thus “invoking the name of the
Lord.”

ANXIETY.—*‘ It cannot influence conse-
quences, but it does paralyze our energies.
It enervates the will and weakens the
heart. Even physically it unmans us.
Joyous labour, on the contrary, develops

strength and accumulates resources.
Anxiety embitters the present, ensures the
advent of the very calamities which it so
much deprecates.”—Sel.
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*“THIS REBELLIOUS HEART.”

Jesus shall reign, the just, divine,

On every shore his glory shine ;

Why, then, this sigh for present time ?
"Tis this rebellious heart of mine.

The world is full of sin and death,

Life but a painful fleeting breath ;

Why, then, still long for this life’s time ?
"Tis this rebellious heart of mine.

Why not with heart-felt zeal presson ?
And gain the prize, a glorious crown ;
Why give one thought to Gentile time ?
"Tis this rebellious heart of mine.

This age is fleeting swiftly by ;

A righteous judgment’s drawing nigh ;
T'd gladly hope for that blest time,
But this rebellious heart of mine.

Oht why this feeling of unrest ?
Ambition’s hopes have ne’er been blest,
Then watch and wait the Lord’s own time,
0, thou rebellious heart of mine.

The rolling cycles age on age,

Cause fame’s bright star to dim and fade.
Then faithful strive for lasting time ;
But such a rebel heart is mine.

This heart of flesh, ungrateful, sad,
Forgetting tidings that make glad,
Is throbbing still for present time ;
Such a rebellious heart is mine.

Hope nothing from this sin-cursed age,
‘Where rebel heathen rant and rage.
Look forward to that better time,

Oh, thou rebellious heart of mine.

O life of work and- useful deeds,

A helping hand for those who need.
Then humbly wait for future time,
0, thou rebellious heart of mine.

Serve God with heart, with mind, and might,
Search out the truth, and do the right.

With joy press on to that bright time,

Thou thankless, rebel heart of mine.

{ Written a year or two ago ; rebelliousness, I hope, almost outgrown now).
O.L T

-¥
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EXTRACTS FROM ORIANA'S CORRESPONDENCE.

We feel sure that all will read with interest some extracts from recent
letters by ¢ Oriana” (for so she has come to be known by the brethren on
the Dritish side of the Atlantic). The letters were not marked ¢ private,”
nevertheless we treat them as such by exercising the liberty of suppression
where it appears called for. Even where the extracts approach the personal
boundary line, they are of the general interest attaching to almost everything
that emanates from such a writer. In one or two cases, the letters were
addressed to correspondents whose interest was awakened by her brilliant
contributions to the Christadelphian, and who were stirred to address her,
but not in the best sense. The first letter was to the Editor.

* * * * * *

“ You asked God to bless me in a special way, and it seems to me that
He has done it. T am finding work on every hand. It was not wholly un-
selfishly that I wished for work. To fill heart and head and hand with
Christ and his people, helps me to keep self under. . . . TIwill be
greatly pleased to send you any of my writings as long as you can make
use of them. I am always writing something. I have to do it or would
never get any rest. . . . Macaulay says that what made Charles II.
so popular with the common pcople was that they liked to see
greatness unbend. I am to be found with the common people
always, and it pleases me much (o see something so- much higher
and  better than any worldly greatness unbend. It thrills through
my whole being to read of how the blessed Saviour, with all his exalted
attributes of divine character, would bend down to the poor beggar by the
wayside, and with the touchof his life-giving hand, would give healthand joy
and peace to the weary sufferer. . . How very much of one’sindividuality
is carried along in their writings, even when they do not speak of them-
selves, 7.e., if they have anyindividuality worth speaking about. If theyhave
none, they had better not write, for they will never be a success. A man
need not be egotistical to make himself felt, but he must make himself felt
if he would be a force. How I do like to see a man of strong convictions,
with upright principles, and then see him stand forth, and with
all his manly strength and vigour, proclaim them in full, free, natural flow.
I was reading of an early Cal. writer. His friends reproached him for a
want of style. ‘ Style, sir, style,” said he, “what the people want is
ideas. Your style may wrap a pound of sausages before night-fall, but the
idea is living in mind.” T agree with him in great measure. The strength
lies in the idea, and not in the style, no matter how graceful. Tormality—
conventional usage, smothers me. If interested in my subject, I am like
Dr. Johnson, write at “ white heat,” and if I were to stop to weigh my
language, and make a style, I fear me there would be very little idea left.
I like to see thought soar as untrammelled and free, as life was in the broad,
wide West, where I was raised. Alone with God and His works of nature,
how free one is. It is only when human parasites cling about us with all
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their petty observances, that we can no longer breathe. First, be sure to be
right with God, then be true to one’s inner-self, and one cannot get far wrong
in dealing with his fellow-man.

You say there is nothing now on the earth to give adequate scope for the
higher appreciations. To you, this is doubtless true, but it does not so fully
apply to me.  True, thereis very little scope for my strong point in mat-
ters of the truth. To take a firm stand for Christ, one must deal with hard
facts, and there is small voom for flights of fancy. If I could ever excel as
a writer, it would be in the field of fiction, . The greatest self-denial possible
to my nature is the putting away of the hope that I might win a position
in the world of letters. At times, the longing still grasps me, and I sway
about like a reed in the wind. But now . . I thank my Heavenly Father that
1 may try a betterway.  If you are a true son of Deity, it will not be
wrong for me to try to reach up to you. It will be such a help tome in
my upward march to know you stand mid-way, and that
I may tread in your footsteps and do what good I can in my small way.
I have no intention to weary you with lengthy letters, I would far rather
take from, than add to your already too heavy burdens. If you were an
Iditor and nothing else, I would have very little care as to what you thought
of me as an individual, but as you are so much more, I wished you to under-
stand my plan of action. I must rest on my own basis—be content to circle
around my own small orbit, for should I attempt to do otherwise, I would
be sure to shoot off at a tangent, and no telling where would bring up.

Good night, good night, may a crown so bright,
‘When there’s no more night, but all is light,
In radiance shine, a gift divine,

On brow of thine, dear brother mine.

( This, to a eritical correspondent ). Your letter has wounded and grieved
me sorely. It makes me almost rejoice that I have no part in an ecclesia.
I do not see how I gould ever have borne the “very great and bitter
contention” of which you speak. You are many years my senior, therefore
you have the advantage in experience. You have read more of doctrinal
works and Christadelphian literature than I have, therefore you are doubt-
less more profound. You were longer in the truth than I have been,
therefore you ought to possess more of that wisdom which is from
above. “First pure, then peaceable,” &c. Madam, I stand before you
as a little child, and beg of you to spare me controversy. If there is any-
thing that could drive me from the haunts of sin, to hide myself in a cave
in some distant mountain, it would be this dragging down, with wordy
strife, of all I hold dearest, purest, and holiest. If I have any mission in
the truth, however small, it is to strengthen, not weaken. It is to bear
up, not pull down. It is to unite, not dissever. Allow me to say, with all
kindliness of purpose, that, with all your superior advantages, I think you
still lack one thing—humility. Would you like to know the attitude?
Self-abasement. A little child kneeling in the dust, with out-stretched
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hands, quivering lips, and yearning heart, appealing to the very
least of Christ’s little ones, for help and guidance in the upward
struggle. Come to me with controversy, contention, and strife, and
I would flee you as I would flee the plague. But come to me with kindly
words of instruction, based on gospel foundation, and I would willingly
stoop and kiss the hem of your garment. I have read my Bible from my
youth up, and such Christadelphian literature as Thave read, harmonises with
Bible truth. Hence I claim to be a Christadelphian. I was baptised, not
into Dr. Thomas, not into Robert Roberts, but into Christ Jesus. Their
works have been to me simply an aid to an end; that end, the
pure and perfect truth of the gospel. To do as you ask—pit
my judgment and understanding against such deep and profound
thinkers as these, would be the height of presumption and folly.
When I come upon something in their writings that I would like to ques-
tion, I say thus to myself, “ You are not educated up to it. When you
have attained to their spiritual growth, you doubtless will see from their
point of view.” I do not understand all T read in the Bible, but
that does not make me cast it aside and disbelieve it. I ask
myself, * What are you, to question that which has stood the
test of agest What is your understanding and intelligence that you
dare oppose it to the millions who have believed these divine truths
before you had an existence? Thus I soon bring myself to terms.
These men, who you say have “ come out of Christadelphianism,” may be
‘quite as able and gifted as is brother Roberts. Indeed, there may be an
hundred brothers as capable to fill his position as he is, for ought I know.
I know no more of the personage, Robert Roberts, than I do of the man in
the moon. I donot know if he be old or middle-aged, tall or short, large or
small, handsome orugly. Whether English, Irish, or Scotch. DBut this
I do know, I love him with a deep-abiding love, just as I do all
brothers and sisters like him; just as I love Christ, only in a lesser
degree. Why ? Because of character—Christ-like character—character
moulded and shaped by Christ’s teachings. I do not at all agree
with you that “if all the Christadelphians put their faith
on paper, there would be but very few of them alike.”—I once
visited a deaf-and-dumb asylum. There children were taught ideas,
and there were no superfluous words in their vocabulary. The teacher
called up a class, and went through a number of signs. They turned to
the black-board and wrote. It was a welcome to myself and friend. Every
one of them expressed the same idea, but no two in the same words. Just
so with true Christadelphians throughout the world. One may take a short
cut over the top of the hill, another circle around the side, and still another
go the long way through the valley, but they each and every one eventually
reach the same point. If they have brought the natural man properly into
subjection, they all have the same gospel, the same Christ, and the same
Father, over and above all.  “ Be of one mind.”

You quite mistook my language in the Christadelphian, but no need to go
into the matter. As also there is no call for me to answer your *deep
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things of the Spirit.” Where would be tlie use? In matters of the truth,
I have not the least self-assertion. I am not aggressive; I am not quick at
repartee. In fact, as a controversialist, I would prove a shameless failure.
But, on the other land, I have—what do you think %—strong, true, lofty,
convictions, and can stand by them with a silent endurance that might as-
tonish you. You see, I am gnite at your mercy. You will now think just
the other way from “an independent mind, and not afraid to think for
yourself.” - Right, I do not think there is any other thing in the world thas
I am quite so afraid of as my own thoughts. They are of the ¢ carnal
mind ” and tend earthward. I am always reaching outside of myself and
trying to grasp the thoughts of holy men of God as the Holy Spirit gave
them utterance. The Holy Spirit is withheld from the holy men of the
nineteenth century, but all the same, their thoughts are very precious to me.
I do not believe such men as R. Roberts, F. R. Shuttleworth, and J. J.
Andrew could retain their positions for a single day if it were not God’s
will. There is too much intelligence behind them. Besides, do you not
know that there is a many-eyed monster, ready to pounce upon every
word that falls from their lips—every act of their daily lives; and
being filled with jealousy, envy, and hate, would take fiendish delight
in hurling them, with the force of a thunder-bolt, from their positions
if they could. I am a western woman, and I do not believe
there is another people on the globe that can equal those of the far West in
high trust and confidence of their fellow men. If one has no faith in man,
how is he to believe in God? The one leads up to the other. I would
rather be deceived and “ taken in” every day of my life, than to narrow
myself with distrust and suspicion. My dear lady, let me beseech you to
beware. The smallest child may ery.out in fear and terror when they see
one walking on the brink of a precipice. The very atmosphere seems rife
with a malignant, contagious, all-prevailing disease—questioning unbelief.
The very elect may well keep on their guard, for it is the worst and most
insiduous enemy of our day. With thanks for cuttings and your many kind
words, I will say farewell.”

(To unother). 1 thank you for your lengthy letter if kindly meant,
but I tell you frankly that I do not agree with you in the least. You say
Brother Roberts’ ¢ judgment is not clear in relation to any sister taking an
active (public) part among those of like precious faith in these days.” If
not clear in one respect, how do I know that it is in any? Now, Christ
gave the direct command to his brethren to ‘“love one another,” and I have
been rejoicing with much joy, because I could say, “I know I have passed
from death unto life, because I love the brethren.” But I cannot love without
confidence in the beloved, neither can I love ¢ absurdity.” There-
fore to agree with you, I am robbed of my love for the
brethren, for all that I have known personally ~or other-
wise have been in harmony with Bro. Roberts’ teaching. You say, ¢ When
we meet for edification, it is ounly on the basis of the truth, and not on
apostolic basis, anyway.” The truth 7s the apostolic basis. There is no
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other. Again, “The distribution of the gifts of the Spiril were chiefly
enjoyed by the male portion ; yet one could not say that no sister enjoyed
some gift, and, if prophesying, the sister would speak there and then.
Such might have been the case among the ecclesias in Judea.” T tell you
candidly, it seems to me an almost incredible thing, for a man professing
the truth to have written that sentence. ¢ One could not say,” but “such
might have been the case” in a thousand things. In that way we could
speculate ad infinitwm, until our minds would fill with incoherent vagaries,
and we would not be certain of anything. You quote Paul, It is shameful
for a woman to speak in church,” then ask, “Is it to our present mode of
thinking shameful ¥’ and you answer, ““I say emphatically, No!! for even
the Gentile community, especially of late years, is proud of a woman capable
of speaking.” True, but which shall we choose for a guide in the truth,
Paul or Gentile community? I answer with an emphatic, Panl// But
you are very condescending in your commendation of my beloved brother,
Paul. Thank you. Paul's advice to the Corinthians and Timothy was
excellent, and you think  his judgment, apart from the Spirit, would, doubt-
less, give him preference to any one now.” Really ? how remarkable ! You
will, doubtless, be expecting him to look you up at the judgment to tell you
how grateful he is for such fulsome patronage. ‘“Now, I apprehend, Paul
would not say so” (the same thing) “in this our day.” ¢ His words are out
of place, and only intended for those he wrote for.” So, then, Paul’s writings
ought to have beenephemeral, and not for the ages. They ought to have passed
away when those of his generation were in their graves. You say, “It
seems Paul had some deference to public opinion, for he wrote to do things
in order.” “I question very much if he would have written thus to
churches in Judea, for what would shock the morals of Grecian society
would not have the same effect on Hebrew society, and in the last twenty
years a marked change is seen in present society in this matter.” Again
you say, “There is an old saying, “Do as Rome does,” is true
in a degree. I apprehend Paul would countenance the peculiar
habits and notions among brethren in one country which he
certainly would mnot in another” (preposterous). “He had travelled
enough to know the prejudices of foreign nations, and so spoke
accordingly.” That is new doctrine to me. Paul made truth subservient
to the prejudices of the people he chanced to be among. Did he? Then
he is not the Paul for me. “In my humble opinion ” (true Christadelphians
don’t have opinions, but a ¢ thus saith the Lord ) ¢ a sister has as much right
to speak orexhort—I mean before the ecclesia—and to lecture also, as she has
the right and her duty to privately do so. If it isshameful for a sister to speak
publicly in these days, then we have advanced but little beyond Oriental
or Asiatic customs. I say without qualification ¢ ¢s decent and honourable
for a woman of talent to publicly lecture, whether on polemics, scientific,
and kindred topies among these Gentiles” (What if you do, does that make
it so?) “Excuse my ambiguous form of expressing my thoughts.” (I cannot
excuse an attitude of doubt or uncertainty on the part of a brother who,
Sunday after Sunday, teaches his doubts to others. One having built up
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his reputation, and having won the confidence of unsuspecting
brethren, by loud professions of the faith, and declared friendship, &c.)
You say, ¢ With all due deference to Bro. Roberts, we must not let our-
selves think that we can all see alike.” (Yet there is a command to ¢ be of
the same mind.”)  Our mode of developing character is governed by cer-
tain surroundings not similar to England, and one cannot lay down any
rule of conduct,” ete. It is difficult for me to keep my patience sufficiently
to answer this quietly. It can all be summed up in the question, are we
to be governed by what Paul teaches, or by the “habits,” ¢ notions,”
“ customs,” “ prejudices,” and *‘ opinions ” of the people we chance to live
among ? Jews, Greeks, Romans, Germans, French, English, and Americans.
Seven gospels, seven Christs, and seven Deities, for none of them have the
same ‘‘ customs,” etc. Why, Sir! this is just what led to the apostacy.
Instead of the early brethren holding faithfully to the gospel as taught by
the apostles, they were led away by the traditions, superstitions, * customs,”
and “opinions” of the peoples among whom they were scattered by perse-
cutions. The nations, as above-named, have apostatised more and more
until we see the multitude of creed as they are to-day. What we want is
to get back—back—far back, through the long centuries, to the pure, true
Jight of apostolic truth. The original system of truth has been abandoned
“like a beautiful innocent to make room for the hag superstition. Welook
back through the dark ages, as through a long chasm, to the time of the
Ancients as over a vast sandy desert, in which not a shrub appears to inter-

cept the vision, to the fertile hills beyond.”

¢« fertile hills ” of truth.
stitions, “customs” *

We must get back to those

‘We must over-ride and put down traditions, super-
- . - 4
prejudices,” ¢ notions,

¥ “habits,” and ‘ opinions.”

All we possess and our very lives must subserve to the truth, if need be.
“Man has a right to worship God only in the way God has Himself

appointed.”

THE GoD oF THE AGE.—A public writer
says :—*“ Money, the idol of Mammon, is
the God of the age, and we educate our
children very carefully in the arts and
sciences, in language and arithmetie, to
make them elever in finance, drawing, and
mechanism : the all-absorbing present de-
mands the full use of all their faculties
and talents, God is a being of the past,
a matter of antiquity, and the knowledge
of God is only of secondary consideration.
‘There is no grant in Board schools for re-
ligious knowledge, and the Bible is a book
for Sunday schools and churchgoers. This
is the spirit of the educational system thar
is so much praised. Now, mark. If we
owe all our greatness to God and our ob-
servance of His divine laws, our decline as
a nation will as certainly come as we

neglect that upon which our strength has
grown.”

Tre TESTIMONY OF AN EX-SUNDAY
Scrool Uniox Sgc.—Brother Barker, of
Kidderminster, formerly sec. of the Sun-
day School Uvion in that neighbourhood,
remarks, in remitting for the Christadel-
phiar and Children’s Magazine ;—1 thank
you very much for the high ground you
hold in this class of reading. I have had
an extensive acquaintance with the litera-
ture of the sects around us, and I can fully
appreciate the vast difference in tone, t«
say nothing of the entire difference of pur
pose. This contrast is greater (if that i
possible to conceive), in reference to the
children. than the one to those of older
growth.”
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THOUGHTS FOR CHRISTMAS, ETC.

THOUGHTS FOR CHRISTMAS AND ALL TIMES.

Can it be true that Christmas-tide is close at hand again ¢
‘Which also means another year will nearly finish then ;
How silently the moments move, how little we discern
The time that brings us weal or woe,
And things that pain or please us so,
Can never more return,

I sometimes wonder whether Christ will come on Christmas-day,
It must be nearly time he came, He’s been so long away ;
He's needed very, very much in such a world as this,
Where things have gone so strangely wrong,
And truth is feeble, falsehood strong,
And everything amiss,

How wonderful to think that he’s ¢¢ alive for evermore,”
And when he comes, he comes in strength, not weakness as before.
He also brings unending good for east, west, north, and south ;
The poor and needy filled shall be,
And long-installed iniquity
For ever ¢“stop her mouth !”

These tidings ought to make us glad as Christmas-time comes round,
Reminding us so much of him in whom all things abound ;
For LIFE ETERNAL he can give (it’s only in him found).

Come quickly, Jesus (he who saves) ;

We know, too well, how much the graves

Are ever gaining ground,

Vicears Collyer.

MoperN EpucaTioN AND A Brack
Furvre.—*“J. W.,” commenting in one
of the papers on a lecture on education,
says :—“Our education system is not
what it should be. The youth of our
large towns clearly demonstrate this.
Listen, if youdoubt me, to the. filthy re-
marks of children as they leave school.
Look at the increase of profligacy and vice
among our young, boys of fourteen or fifteen
years smoking and assuming the airs of
the libertine. While the educational sys-
tem is morally and religiously a failure,
please observe that there never was an age
so clever in the manufacture of explosives

and war material for the wholesale des-
truction of human life, and all the world
is arming for a universal war. The spread
of anarchy, socialism, nihilism, and com-
munism throughout the world, shows
clearly the evil spirit of general discontent,
and shadows a great revolution to come.
Envy, hatred, and all uncharitableness
are abroad; in fact, look where I will, in
what I will, I can only see a black future
—the result of a cause, and that cause a
general apostacy of nations from God and
His laws, as clearly evidenced in every
daily paper, and witnessed in the general
conduet of men.”
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¢ Exhort one another daily.”—PAUL.

‘We have the honour to be of one mind
to do good this morning to Israel after the

flesh. To some it would not seem an
honour. We will not stay to discuss with
them. It is a sufficient answer to say that

God,whois pleased that we do good to them
that hate us, and that we do good to all
men as we have opportunity, cannot be dis-
pleased that we hold out the hand to Jacoly
in the day of his affliction. It isa long
time smce it was written, ‘‘Blessed is he
that blesseth thee,” and ‘‘He that
toucheth you toucheth the apple of Mine
eye.” Ages attest the truth of these
sayings. They are in dispersion be-
cause of God’s displeasure at the ways of
their fathers ; but it is not for the friends
of God to helpon the affliction. It is for
the enemies of God to do the evil pait.
Proud- Babylon thought she found a
warrant for her cruelties in the fact of
Israel’s transgression : “ Their adversaries
said, We offend not, because they have
sinned againstthe Lord” (Jer. i, 7). But
their argument was altogether unnaccept-
able on High, “I was but a little dis-
pleased,” He said, ‘‘and they helped for-
ward the affliction” (Zech. i. 15). ¢ Israel
hath not been forsaken, nor Judah of his
God . THOUGH their Jand was filled
with sin against the Holy One of Israel”
(Jer. 1. 5). It is not for men to stand in
the place of God. It is for us to bless His
people, and leave the punishment to Him.
He gives us no warrant to afflict.

At this time of day, it is a special
honour and privilege to fulfil the better
part—to help. Not only looking forward
will the enlightened mind feel im-
pelled to take part in the promoting,
as well as praying for, the peace of

Jerusalem, but looking backward, the effect
isthe same. Whoare these people scattered
everywhere among the nations of the
earth? Here we deal with a wonderful
fact, before our very eyes. It is no matter
of speculation or probability. It is a
reality. Here is a nation among all
nations : a people dispersed in all coun-
tries, surviving in spite of opposition and
persecution, and clinging to their laws
and traditions of antiquity, in spite of
universal contempt. What is the meaning
of the strange spectacle? It was foretold
it would be so. Inthe ancient books they
revere, which they have carried with them
in their dispersion, and which have become
the property of the world, it is written,
(and was written there 3,000 years ago,
by their first leader, Moses), that, because
of their disobedience, it would come to
pass that “‘the Lord would scatter them
from one end of the earth even to the other
end of the earth” (Deut, xxviii. 64), but,
that in the scattering, He would preserve
them, for the honour of His own name
(Dent. xxxii. 26-27)—that, though He
would make a full end of all the nations
among whom He would scatter them, He
would not make a full end of them, but
only correct them {Jer. xxx. 11). How
comes such an extraordinary spectacle—a
nation scattered for weary ages, with
books in their hands, foretelling the
event ! Oh, we know the answer. God
spoke to this nation, and to none else,
Their history is the history of revela-
tion. Itis the proof of inspiration. They
are God’s monument among wen, It is
as God told them: *Ye are my wit-
nesses that I am God, and that there is
none else.”
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It is not merely their present position
that we look at. We look back upon the
centuries, and we see the Jews always
there. If we were to suppose the 18 cen-
turies that have elapsed since Christ’s
appearance among men, to be. represented
by 18 pictures, in each pictare the Jew
would be the steady object, all other ob-
jects in the picture changing and waning.
The first picture wouid show, us Ceesar
enthroned, with sceptre swaying all the
earth — the Jew also enthroned, but
subject to. Cmsar — Jerusalem still in
her glory — Jacob having existence
among the nations as a nation —
The second picture would show us Caesar
in a halo of increased glory, and the Jew
prostrate in the mire, and receiving Gentile
blows. The third picture would be almost
a repetition of the second. The fourth
would show Roman glory beginning to
pale before a new brightness—of Jewish
origin—the Dbrightness of Jesus’ nane—
Paganism retiring before Constantine, who
writes the name of Christ with the point of
the sword on the portals of the Roman
system. The fifth would show the Jew
crouching in the corner before Catholic
persecution. The sixth the same. The
seventh, a new light on Rome’s seven hills
—a light of lurid evil omen—the furnace
glare of Papal power, and the Jew wander-
ing hither and thither uneasily in the fiery
glow. Theeighth and sncceeding pictures
would show us substantially the same
figures with variations—the Jew always
in all countries to the front. In the
eighteenth, the glory of Papalism would
be seen on the wane, and just at its finish
the Napoleonic meteor wonld strike and
explode on the throne of St. Peter, and
involve its kingdom in darkness for a time.
The nineteenth wonld show us the Jew in
a more erect posture and a more advanced
figure in the foreground and with his eye
turned over his shoulder towards the
desolate land of his fathers ; around his
head, a new and increasing light and Gentile
figures showing a confused grouping and a

muddy radiance like the murky, misty
yellow of the setting sun on a wintry
day.

But inall the eighteen, the Jew visible
and prominent—this is the point. Ah,
and we may go back before the first century
and say the same for an equal score of ages
preceding.  Whatever we may read of
Egypt, and Babylou, and DPersia, and
Grecce, and Rome ; the Jew is always side
by side. At no point in the historic
age is the Jew invisible. He is coeval
with ecivilisation ; he is concurrent
with all human records of the past;
and he is with wus to-day—the only
permanent figure in the changeful scene.
We look back npon the Egyptiaus, a pow-
erful military nation at Israel’s begin-
ning ; where are their power and glory
now ? Let the crumbling pyramids and rot-
ting mummies, and chaotic ruins on the
banks of the Nile, answer. Where is Baby-
lon, the destroyer of Jerusalem ¢ Go to the
banks of the Euphrates, and read, in the
silent wastes and mounds, the tulfilment
of the same word which not only foretold
Israel’s dispersion and preservation, but
Babylon’s inhabitantless desolation, from
generation to generation (Isaiah xiii. 20).
And Greece and Rome too, who fill so
large a place in the literature of the polite,
where are they ¢ Their imperial power a
history for the school, their nationality
and language a study for bookworms,
their race extinct, or represented only by
the mongrel peoples of Italy and the
Pyrrheus. But the Jew, here he is to day,.
as pronounced a people, as separate a race,
with as fixed a language, as in the palmiest
days of Judah’s power.  The Jew is God’s
work, God’s people, God’s witness. He
tells us ‘‘This people have I formed for-
myself, and they shall shew forth all my
praise.” This is the meaning of their
preservation, and the purpose of the preser-
vation we shall yet see realised in the set-
ting up of the kingdom of God in all the
earth, to the praise of Jehoval’s name in.
every land.
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In the merely historic point of view,
divinely considered, thercfore, we find
great encouragement to comply with the
appeal that has been made to us to help
Jacob in the time of his trouble. But this
is only half the subject. Thereis a future
as we know. Of this future, God spoke to
a Jew in captivity at Babylon, ‘‘a man
greatly beloved,” to whom it was said
“From the first day that thou didst set
thine heart to understand, and to chasten
thyself before thy God, thy words were
heard, and I am come for thy words.”
The angel of Yahwel’s presence thus
addressed Daniel.  To what purpose did
Gabriel thus eome to Daniel, greatly
beloved in Babylon? ‘I amcome,” said he,
‘“to make thee understand what shall befoll
thy people IN THE LATTER DAYS.” And
Daniel ‘‘understood the thing and had
understanding of the vision ” (x. 1). And
the vision is in our hands for us to un-
derstand also. What the vision reveals
is this, that after a protracted period of
down-treading and chaos, there would
come a time ‘‘in the latter days,” when
Yahweh would deliver His people ; when
the Iand would be ““cleansed ;" and when
the dispersed of Israel would be gathered
again from the four winds of heaven, the
glorious sequel of which would be the
establishment of a kingdom under the
loug-promised Anointed One, which should
govern all mankind for the blessing of
man and the glory of God. A rongh indi-
cation is given of the length of the time of
down-treading—a length sufficiently great
to justify Daniel’s introductory statement
(x.1) that ““the time appointed was long.”
It is not necessary on this occasion to go
wto any technical demonstration on sthe
subject of the times and seasons. Suffice
it to remember that ‘“the time appointed”
expires in the age in which we live, and
that we have reached the time when the
preliminary symptoms of Israelitish eman-
cipation ought to be visible, both as re-
gards land and people.  If it be asked why
we should look for preliminary symptoms

-—why the thing may not come with the
suddenness of a thunderclap—the answer
is, it is revealed that the work will be
gradual aund ac first natural.  And the
nature of the thing, eonsidered in the
light of God’s past dealings with Israel,
requires a gradual work in the first stage.
It is not in barmony with God’s orderly
and progressive ways in the past, thata
scattered and despised nation and a deso-
Iate land should, in a single day, arise from
the down-treading of centuries, though in
its later stage (when the bour arrives for
the manifestation of the Lord with his
brethren), there will be quick and
startling work. It is according to nature
and anaiogy that the thing should begin
slowly. The question is, is the work
begun ? Who can shut his eyes to the
fact who takes a survey of the whole
position for years past? We have first the
emancipation of the Jew from ecivil dis-
abilities in all lands except one {Russia,
the great latter-day enemy of Israel).
There has been a great outburst of perse-
cution in various countries, but this is
contrary to the Jaw of the land, and is
being put down with the arm of authority.
The opposition to the Jew is now social.
Men are his enemy privately, and they
would like to alter the law, and are form-
ing associations to try and bring about an
alteration. But the law isin favour of
the Jew as it has not been during the ages
of downtreading. And this change is a
latter-day change. It is change about 80
years old or so, coinciding substantially
with the termination of the 2,400 period
of Dan. vili. The Jew is now eligible to
hold landed property, to follow any pro-
fession, to vote in municipal and parlia-
mentary elections, to fill any office of
authority in the realm. Witness Sir George
Jessel, the Master of the Rolls, recently
deceased. This is a great change when
looked at against the background of -the
dark centuries that are past. Another
fact to be noted is the wonderful wealth of
the Jews. This has become quite pro-
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verbial. It is a comparatively modern
development. However men may explain
it ; by whatever combination of circum-
stances it has come about, there is the fact
patent to all the world that the strings of
the money bags of the world are held by
Jewish hands. Kings and governments
have to use Rothschild when any great
performance of finance has to be compassed.
This is doubtless a preparation for events
further on. Then, we behold a work of
organisation going on among the Jewish
race which is quite a novel thing in their
history. Until the present generation,
since their dispersion, Israel has been a
race of units, having no connection one
part with another. But now, they are
becoming organised. The establishment
of a universal Israelite alliance, with
head quarters at Paris, has laid the foun-
dation of a corporate existence unknown
to Jewish life for ages. It has given the
Jews a rudimentary mnationality which
cannot fail to be of the utmost importanee
in all future movements for their national
vesuscitation. Itis ‘‘ bone coming to his
bone,” the broken people coming to-
gether.  Under the auspices of the
Alliance, there is an annual meeting of
Jewish delegates from all parts of the
world, at which matters affecting Jewish
interests are debated, and from the officials
of which, there is correspondence with the
Jews throughout the world.

So much for the people. Are there any
symptoms of revived life for the land ?
People not interested or attentive to the
matter would be astonished at all the facts
that could be placed together in support
of an affirmative answer to this question.
Ever since the Crimean war, when, by
the treaty of Paris, Turkey was compelled
to allow foreigners to hold land in any
part of her empire, there has been a steady
advance in the direction of new life in the
Holy Land. Jerusalem has become a
changed city within the period that has
elapsed since then. Building is going on
in all directions outside the walls, and so

it is also at several other ceutres. This
revival of activity has also taken the form
of agricultural settlements in various
parts of the land ; and the movement
as a whole is chiefly Jewish, though
Germans and others have takeun part. The
movement has received a great stimulus
from various circumstances well within the
memory of the brethren. First, there is
the Montefiori memorial, consisting of a
fund of about £30,000, the interest of
which is being administered by an agent in
Jerusalem, in the encouragement of Jewish
house-building, and agriculturalenterprise;
and lastly, most recently and most im-
portant of all, the persecution that has
sprung up with such vigour against the
Jews, in the principal European countries,
has given a great impetus to matters and
movements affecting the Holy Land, in a
very direct and remarkable manuer. It
is not only that colonies have been
actually formed, but movements have been
set on loot, and taken in hand by various
classes of persons, which have for their
object the Jewish scttlement of the land
on a large scale, and a situation has been
created that only requires the ripening
of imminent political changes in the East,
to open the flood-gates of Jewish immigra-
tion.

Egypt has been occupied by Eugland.
She is already in Cyprus, from which the
mountains of the Holy Land are remotely
visible.  An Arabian revolt against the
Sultan has been fermenting for two years
past, and now receives a powerful support
(which the Sultan feels to be alarming)
from the victories of the False Prophet of
the Soudan, who gives himself out as the
true latter-day head of Islamism, and the
fore-runner of Jesus Christ. The success
of this revolt would probably draw England
into Syria, as she has lLeen drawn into
Egypt.  Her ships are already ordered to
the Red Bea, to prevent a crossing
to Mecca, but what if a crossing is
not necessary for the spread of the flame ?
What if the myriad Arab sympathisers of
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the Mahdiunfurl his lag for him in the
Arabian peninsula, and are joined by the
tribes of Syria, who were nearly in open
rvebellion while Arabi made a stand?
Sritish soldiers only would then be equal
to the task of beating back the fanatical
hordes from Syria, and once there, she
must mneeds stay: and with Eungland
there, Turkish obstacles would disappear.
We should soon see the Jewish movement
expand and develop into that pre-adven-
tnal form of things described in Ezekiel
xxxviil. 8-16.

All these things taken separately may
cach appear small, and without signific-
ance to the eye that only looks at them
from the newspaper point of view, which
is a very lmited point of view. But, taken
together, and looked at in the mass in
connection with the long dark past of
Isracl’s experience, and in the light of
what has heen revealed, they have but one
message to the ear ot intelligence.  They
tell us that we ave in the era of the Lord’s
return,  He comes, not only to raise and
¢lovify his saints: he comes to deliver
Israel from all distress ; and in what more
fitting attitude could his brethren be
found than in the act of contributing to
the preliminary form of this deliverance?
1t is not asif this were proposed to us as a
hobby. Itis not as if we took it in hand
in any organic or administrative form.
We-areonly asked to assist in supplying
the means for others to do the work ; and
in doing this, we are only doing one
among many good works for the Lord’s sake.
We are calied upon to be ready to every
good work. It is a mistake to make some
other good work a reason for not doing
this. It will be found true that those
who are heartiest in this are not the most
shortcoming in other directions. It is
not those who love the Jews most that
attend to the poor least ; it is not those
who contribute most liberally to Jacob’s
need that are the most niggardly in their
provision for the comfort of the brethren
or the needs of the truth. To cry out

about the poor when some other good
deed is being performed is what Judas did,
and we know how the Lord estimated
the cry, and the place he gave to the
loving extravagance which Judas so sourly
condemnerd.

Brethren, the day is breaking. If it
takes a long time te break and is slow in
coming, we must remember the day is long
that is coming, and that the night has
been long from which it is emerging.
‘‘ Long hath the night of sorrow reigned ;
the dawn shall give us light.” The dark-
ness is not so deep as it was fifty years
ago. The pitehy blackness has given way
to something like a twilight in which the
forms of the mountains are dimly visible
against the sky. The eastern horizon
slowly lightens and suffuses with the
blush of coming dawn.  Soon the actual
light will ‘brighten all the air and gild the
mountain tops. Soon a glorious shaft will
strike athwart the sombreness and tell the
awaking world that the sun at last has
risen and ascends the morning sky. Soon
amid the turmoils and complications and
gladsome tokens of this latter day, will
Christ announce his presence.

What this willmean we know—at first,
trouble, dire and prolonged, for the un-
circumecised populations of the earth, but
at last peace, and righteousness, and rest,
and joy, and blessing. All mankiud will
share in the promised blessedness. Just
asin the natural sunrise, all darkuess flees
before the glorious orb of day ; just as all
countries and all conditions receive the
gladdening flood of light—the dens of bar-
barism alike with the homes of civilisa-
tion, so all nations, all ranks of men, all
conditions of life, will be embraced in the
heavenly beams of the Sun of Righteous-
ness. We are here as the children of this
coming day to hail its gladdening ap-
proach, by doing something towards the
very work which God Himself has indi-
cated as the preface of its advent, and
the means by which it is germminally intro-
duced. Eprron.
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THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE TREASURES OF THE SPIRIT

By F. R.
RErFERENCE TaBrLur No. 252.

SIDE LIGHTS.

The Oldest History.—A lady writer of
‘¢ Letters on Ancient History,” in 1809,
takes note of the fact that Bible history
extends seven centuries farther back into
the past than profane history, which
reaches its utmost limits in the deluge.

Saville, also, in his ¢ Truth of the
Bible,” remarks ‘‘that noauthentic history,
whether Egyptian, Babylonian, Assyrian,
Indian, or Chinese, can be traced earlier
than B.C. 2,300 (this side of Peleg).”

Yakweh.—In a book entitled ‘“The
Bible for Young People” (1873), and
written by Dr. H. Oort, Professor of
Oriental Languages. The author comes
to the same conclusion as Dr Thomas—
that the proper pronunciation of the
Deity's Old Testament name is Yahweb,
and not Jehoval. He employs Yahweh
some one or two hundred times in the first
volume.

The Jews in China.—In a book on the
Jews in China, written in 1843, by James
Finn, Jewish Missionary, the author
states that in A.D. 1793 a certain eminent
man, named Gaubil, asked these Jews
how  long they had been in that
country ; and they said about 1650
years. This would coincide with A.D. 73,
the epoch of Jerusalem’s destruction. Dr.
Jahn in his “ History of the Hebrew
Commonwealth” refers their passage
through Chorasin and Samarcaud for
China to the same date.

The abomination of the Egyptians.—In
a book written by Charles T. Beke (1871),
entitled the ¢ Idol in Horeb: ™ the author
says that the word abomination, which in
Genesis and Exodus is predicated of shep-
herds and their flocks (Gen. xlvi. 34 ; Ex.
viii. 26), is a mis-translation of the
Hebrew word to’ebak : this word, he affirms,
is derived from the root ‘@’ab, of which
Gesenius says that the primary idea seems
to be to thrust forth, or drive away, and
hence to reject, to abhor, to abominate ;
comparing it, however, with ta'ad, to
which he gives the double meaning of *“to
desire, to long after, to abominate, to

SHUTTLEWORTH.

abhor.” Now (says the writer) I conceive
that the two roots are identical, and that
the meaning is not to thrust forth in a
bad sense alone, but indefinitely, to put
away or aside, to set apart, to scparate,
either in a good or in a bad sense; and
thence to dedicate or consecrate.  When,
therefore, Joseph told his brethren to say
to Pharaoh *‘thyservants’ trade hath been
about cattle,” he did so0, not because every
shepherd was an abomination unto the
Mitzrites, which- would have been an ab-
surdity, but because shepherds were a
respected and separate class, were faboo,
were high caste, as the Brahmins are in
India. Aund so, too, when Moses said ““ we
shall sacrifice the to’ebak of the Mitzrites
before their eyes, and will they not stone
us?”  The meaning of whiclh is, that the
animal that Moses purposed sacrificiug,
was an object of special care and regard,
and under the charge of 2 separate class of
nten ; sheep and goats being taboo like their
keepers : for shepherds and their flocks
were objects of regard and reverence, and
not an abomination, as the word {o'ebak
has been erroneously supposed to mean.
The taboo of the South-sea Islanders offers
an exact parallel. It is taboo for the two
sexes to eat together ; and in Jike manner
many persons, animals, and things, are
taboo, as shepherds, and goatherds, and
their flocks.  This is confirmed by the
Tarquins of Onkelos and Jounathan, and
wherein occurs the following words: “The
Mizraee keep at a distance all shepherds
of flocks.” ‘“The animals which the
Mizrace worship we shall take to sacrifice.”
If the word ¢v'¢bak meant an abomination,
is it possible that Joseph should so ex-
pressively, and seemingly so unnecessarily,
have desired his father and brethren to
volunteer the avowal that they belonged
to that despised and detested class ? and
would the king have treated the nearest
relative of his favourite minister in so
contempttous and abominable manuer as
to employ them in such a degraded occu-
pation?  The ‘‘abomination of the
Moabites” was an idol, an object of
worship.

The Crucified Lamb.—The ram, says
Kitto and Jahn, was roasted in an oven
whole, with two spits made of pomegranate
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wool thrust through it, the one length-
wise agd the other transversley, crossing
the longitudinal one near the fore legs,
thus forming a cross ; so that the animal
was in a manner crucified. This mode of
roasting is expressed in the Arabic by a
verb signifying to crucify.

Bible Names and Places confirimed. —Mr.
Layard, in his ‘‘Nineveh and Babylon,”
wives the following list of Scripture names
and places, as found occurring in various
Assyrian inscriptions :—1. Kings. Jehu,
Omri, Menahem, Hezekiah, Hazael, Mero-
doch-Baladan, Néebuchadnezzar, Pharaoh,
Sargon, Tiglath-Pileser, Senacherib, Esar-
haddon, Mesech, Tulal. 2. Gods. Assur,
Nergul, Nebo, Assarach (same as Nisroch),
Dagon, Shalmaneser, and Bel. 3. Places.
Judea, Jerusalem, Samaria, Ashdol, Lach-
ish, Damascus, Hamath, Tyre, Sidon,
Gaza, Ekron, Askelou, Arvad, Lebanon,
Egypt, Harran, Messopotamia, Ur, Nine-
veh, Babylon, Elam, Shusan, Meccha,
Persia, Ararat, Assyria. 4. Rivers. Eu-
phrates, Tigris, Chebar

French  Frogs. — Dr. Brewer, in his
‘“History of France,” says that the
aucient heraldic device of Frauce was a
frog. From the city cognizance, the
Parisian came to be nick named Crapaud
or Grenouille (a frog), a sobriquet some-
times extended to any Frenchman. @Qu’en
dirent les Grenouilles (What will the Frogs
say ?) was, in 1791, a common court sar-
casm at Versailles, meaning, What will
the French canaille say ¢ There was a
point in the conceit in former times, when
P’aris was a mere gquagmire, but in the
present clean, welt-ordered city, the
pleasantry would be a lucus a non
lucendo (Rev. xvi. 13).

The land of Uz.—Barnes (in his com-
mentary on Job), says that the ¢ Rev.”
Eli Smith stated to him (in March, 1840)
that there was still a place in the Hauren
called by the Arabians Uz It is north-
cast of Bozra.

RerERENCE TasLer No. 253.

GOSPEL ENIGMAS.

No alms no ““palms” (Luke xi. 41).

No attendance no depeudance (1 Tim.
iv. 13).

No adorning no morning (Tit. ii. 10),

No alloy no joy.

No blight no light.

No ‘“business” no benefit.

No cross no crown (Matt. x. 58).

No chafe no safe.

No care no share (Tit, iii. 8).

No duty no heauty.

No faith no favour.

No fear no cheer (Jude 12).

No fire no lyre (Rev. vii. 14)

No fright no bright.

No famine no fatness.

No fight no sight (1 Tim. vi. 12).

No fast no feast.

No grit no greet (Matt. xxv. 34),

No story no glory.

No hurt no heal (Deut. xxxii. 39).
No hazard no having (Acts xv. 26).
No heart no part (Acts viii. 21),

No head no dead (1 Tim. v. 6).

No kindness no kingdom.

No love no dove (Mark i. 10).

No law no living (Rom. vii. 22).

No loss no lot.

No miss no bliss.

No manners no manna (1 Cor. xv. 33).
No mastery no mansion (1 Cor. ix. 25).
No meat po might.

No pain no gain (Phil. i. 21).

No pity no city (Luke xix. 24).

No patience no power (Rev. ii. 26).
No passion no paradise.

No proof no profit (2 Cor. viil. 24).
No quitting no quickening.

No rise no prize.

No race no rest.

No reaching no reaping (Phil. iii. 18).
No running no reigning.

No strife no life (Luke xiii. 24).

No sadness no gladness.

No sweat no sweet (Luke xxii. 44).
No sowing no growing.

No sorrow no morrow (Ps. xxx. 5)
No serving no deserving.

No saviour no saving (2 Cor. ii. 15).
No speed no creed.

No siiame no fame.

No spending no ending (Rom vi. 22).
No trouble no triumph.

No tears uo ** dears” (Rev. vii. 17).
No thank no rank.

No trial no treasure.

No thorn no horn (Ps. Ixxv. 4).

No vigilance no victory (1 Pet. v. 8),
No weeping no leaping (Luke vi. 23).
No work no wages (Matt. xvi. 27).
No will no winning.

No zeal no seal (Rev. iii. 16).

‘“ Whoso readeth, let him understand.”
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SPRAY FROM THE WATER OF
LIFE.

The second, third, and fourth books of
Moses are rooted im the first ; the sub-
sequent historical books are rooted in the
soil of the Mosaic four ; the prophetical
books are rooted in the historic books ;
the four evangelists are rooted in Motes
and the prophets, the Acts of the Apostles
is rooted in the facts recorded in the four
gospels; the epistles are rooted in the
facts contained in the Aects; and the
Apocalypse is rooted in the facts exhibited
in the epistles.

The *song of Moses and the Lamh”
suggests the fusion of the kingdom of
Moses and the kingdom of Christ : that is,
Moses, so to speak, will supply the sub-
jects of the kingdom in the restered twelve
tribes, while Clirist will furnish the rulers
in  his resurrected and immortalised
associates.

That the powers of the Spirit, peculiar
to the first century, were to cease from
among men, leaving only faith, hope, and
love, is manifest from the vanishing
character which Paul gives to the former,
and the abiding presence he predicts of
the latter (1 Cor. xiii 8, 13).

That the brethren are not at liberty to
sue either brethren or Gentiles at law ; or
to use any violently coercive measuves in
the attainment of their rights, or the
revenge of their wrougs, is evident from
Paul’s exhortation to them to ¢ Let their

moderation be known unto all men.”
This word moderation means clemency,
patience, gentleness, or forbearance, as
rendered in the revised version,

Some of the sweetest words of Christ
were delivered in the immediate prospect
of arrest and death (John xiv., xv., xvi.,
xvii.) ; and some of Paul’s sweetest epistles
were written when he was suffering bonds
and imprisonment (Eph., Phil,, Philip.,
Col., 2 Tim).

Costly service rendered to the truth, is
rich treasure laid up in heaven; and
benntiful spending on behalf of the poor,
is bountiful lending to the Lord.

Some make sacrifices of what they have
in possession, and others of what they
might have ; the latter is less visible to
the human eye, but not less real than the
other.

The ““milk of human kindness” is a
civilised thing cowpared with rude bar-
barity ; but the ¢ oil of joy” excels hoth,
as thorns and thistles are excelled by the
““roge of Sharon” and the ‘“lily of the
valley.”

“Wineand milk ” are the happy figures
which the Spirit has emploved to express
to us the joy and strength-giving virtues
of the,Davidic gospel (Isa. 1v. 1).

The best way to treat the brethren
(where they are worthy) is to treat them
as vou would treat Christ himself ; and
the same with the truth confided to us:
treat it as you would the Lord himself;
listen to it, as you would to him ; obey it
as you would him ; cherish it and treasure
it and attend to it, as you would him if he
were here.

“WHY TAKE YE THOUGHT?”—What
availeth all our anxious thought? Can
we stay the wheels of Providence thereby?
Can we by the magic of our fears arrest
the springing grain or clothe with goodly
wheat the field that hath been sown with
tares ? By the tears of to-day can we
annihilate the sorrows of to morrow ¢ Can
we by taking thought add one cubit to our
height or one year to our existence ? ‘It
is vain for you torise up early, to sit up
late, to eat the bread of sorrows. God
giveth His beloved sleep.”—Sel.

Tue TRuE SorurioN, — ‘‘ Turning
finally to Christianity, and regarding life
inthe light of the truths it has revealed to

us, the author finds in it the only satisfac-
tory solution of his problem (¢ Is life worth
living ) Christianity alfords an object
in devotion to Gad which can stimulate
human activity, such as is not afforded by
the mere idea of happiness, or of progress,
oroflove of the truth, By a mworal law it
enforces the object of life. It affords
‘sustenance against the famine of the
heart,” in times of grief. It lends a lofty
tone of life, ‘invests man with a moral
and spiritual character.,” TFor these
reasons, Christianity alone is to be re-
garded as offering a worthy and exalted
conception of human existence.”— RBeview
of Dr. Lang's book, *Is life worth
living 17



The Christadelphian,
Jan. 1, 1884.

] “ NUMBERED WITH THE DEAD.” 23

“NUMBERED WITH THE DEAD."™

Joyous, blythesome Minna, with thy winning grace,
There was summer sunshine in thy smiling face.
Gy was thy young morning, cloudless was thy brow,
Amongst thy maiden sisters, sprightliest wert thou.
Loving were the glances of thy sparklingeye,
-Who would have imagined death to thee so nigh?
She last Sunday with us, broke memorial bread,
Ere another First-day, numbered with the dead.
Thus to part so early, thus to say *‘ farewell,”
Oh ! the bitter sorrow, none can fitly tell.
Mourning now her absence, we together weep ;
Yet, let us remember, she’ll not always sleep.
Could we have a messags, from her lips again,
Her soft words of comfort would our tears restrain.
She would say to mother, father, sister fair,
And to stalwart brothers, “ Mind you meet me there.”
Her death brings home a lesson, both to old ana young ;
More telling than if spoken with the living tongue.
‘“ Live not for the present; here we may not stay ;
‘ Live but to be winners of the coming day.”
Joyons in the prospect of the glorious end ;
Whereunto our laboar, and our footsteps tend.
In the Master’s presence, shortly we shall meet,
And each faithful servant, graciously he’ll greet.
Will you all beready ? the youthful and the sage :
The Lord makes up his jewels with saints of every age ;
Some he takes quite early in the dawn of day ;
Each, at any moment, may be called away.
Smaller jewels shining round the great, we'll see ;
One the very smallest I will gladly be.
When the Father chastens, faint not on the way ;
Living gems and jewels of the coming day.

Daughter of Sarah.

Has Gop SroxeN 7—The greatest work
of the Deity upon earth is Man. Man is
more intelligent than any other creature
in the natural world. Now, do you think
that one so great as He who created all
things, and set the heavenly bodies in
motion, would not have communicated with
the greatest work of His hand? And if
He communicated, how has he done it?
Is it at all uureasonable to suppose that
he spoke otherwise than in the manner set

forth in verse 1 of the 1st chapter of
Hebrews ? If this is true, it gives us at
once a solution of the existence of ¢‘Moses
and the Prophets,” and if this fact is
established, we establish an account of the
creation of man, and when that is done,
we at once connect with it the history of
his downfall on account of disobedience
(Gen, iii.), which gives us the key to the
necessity for a PLAN that he may escape
from the condemnation passed upon the
progsuitor of th: race.— Jersey Prompier.

*3ee Birmingham Intelligence.
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THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ENLIGHTENED REJECTORS.

The following correspondence may not
be without a use: —

. ¢ November 5th, 1883,

‘“ DEAR BroTHER RoBERTS,—I am con-
strained to write you on the subject
matter of Finger Post, 45, in which you
contend for the resurrection of those who
are not in Christ. In line six of your
second paragraph you say ‘that the divine
purpose has been declared,” viz., ‘that
God will judge them that are without.’
Now is this right? I expected belter
things of you, than that you would alter
the word of God, so that it will bolster up
an idea, before giving it (if you did not
know it). You ought to have referved to
the apostle’s words, and given them only,
and not have maltreated them by putting
‘will judge,’ when he says, ‘But them
that are without God judgeth,’” which is in
the present tense.

‘“Your next quotation, Rom. iii. 6, proves
far too much even for you, for if God is
to raise the world to judge them, how can
you leave out any one who has ever lived
or will live in all ages ¢

“ Your next quotation, Jude 15, I agree
with, that there will be some who will
have judgment executed upon them, but
the question is, who ave they ? Are they
not those spoken of in the fourth verse,
‘men who bad crept in nnawares.” Also
in the nineteenth verse he declares ‘that
these be they who separate themselves
sensual having not the spirit;’ is not the
apostle speaking of brethren who had
been in the truth, but their lust had gained
the wmastery, and they had separated
themselves 1aving not the spirit of Christ?
You see that that is where responsibility
exists. 7Taese two quotations vefer to
brethren only, and are no proof that re-
jectors will be raised from the dead at all,
and any brethren using the Scriptures
thus need to take care lest they bring
condemnation upon themselves by wrest-
ing the Scriptures

‘“ Your next two quotations are applied
by the apostle to some in the Church at
Rome, as proved by the 18th verse of
chap. 1, which says, ‘That the wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men
who hold the truth in unrighteousness.’
Does not the latter portion of the ahove

define who they are? I cannot find any-
thing about rejectors here,

“Your next, Rom. ii. 5 and 16, is an-
other instance of misapplication of the
word. You know that the apostle was
writing to the brethren at Rome, and if
you apply the 15th and 16th to those who
reject the gospel, why not apply the 6th
verse to every man in the world ¢ Also the
9th verse might be, with equal right,
brought to prove uuiversal resurrection.

““You next quote Ecc. xii. 14. Are we
to uuderstand that God will bring into
judgment every secret thing comwitted by
every individual of Adaw’s race? (Matt.
xii. 36). Who are they that shall give
account of their word to God in the judg-
ment ! I have always uuderstcod the
teaching of Christ to be that every man
was answerable to his own master, as in-
dicated by the parables of the ‘talents’
and ‘vineyard.” 'I'he apostle, in Rom.
xiv, 4, asking the brethren about judging
one another, In meets, &c.,_decln‘es that
to his own master he stands or fall.

““ The tenth verse of this chap. plainly
declares who shall be judged.

“Your next quotation from Rom. are
answered by the 18th of the same chap.,
John iii. 19, What is the responsibility
here laid down? Isitnotthe condemuation
spoken of in the 18th ver., ‘ That he that
believeth not is condemmned already.” If
they are condemted already, why should
they be raised from the dead? have they
not chosen death ? or, in the words of the
Lord to the Jews, they will not come unto
him that they might have life,

““John xii. 48. Jesus declares that he
came to his own, and, so far as I can find,
he uever preached to any other but
Israelites, and they were in covenant re.
lationship- to the Father, and before
auy Gentile can apply a great portion
of the words of Christ and his
apostles to himself, Lhe must become re-
lated to God through Christ. Is not the -
above quotation one of this kind ?

“Mark xvi. 16. In the parable pas-
sage (Matt. xxviii. 19) Jesus says that
they were to go aud ‘teach all nations
(margin), or make disciples, or make
Christiaus of all nations.” Can they be
made Christians without baptism ¢ Of
course not; and till they are Christians,
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we maintain that there is no resurrectional
respousibility.

“2Cor. il. 6. The knowledge which
the apostle says is a Saviour, although the
same in them that are saved and in them
that perish, is the knowledge possessed by
the brethren to whom he writes, and is
not spoken to any but brethren.

““Acts xvii. 30. The margin of the
New Version gives *declareth’ for com-
maudeth ; a Greek Lex, which I have seen
upon this word, gives ‘annouuce.” Do
not these renderings convey the idea of an
invitation rather than a ¢ mmand with a
penalty ? Does it make all men responsible
to reswirection and judgment? Ifso, how
can you limit it to those who intelligently
reject it ? Where is the scripture for the
drawing of the line ?

‘“Acts xxiv. 25, There is no evidence
of Felix having believed, and histrembling
may be accouuted for in the superstition
ot the time, for we read of devils believing
and trembling. A fallacious teaching like
the one you are trying to establish,
requires better evidence than that you
hive given in F.P. 45. —Yours fraternally.

e * * X1

€187, Edmund Street, Birmingham,

““14th November, 1883,

“ Dear Bro.,——1I am sorry you have
thought 1t necessary to write to me in op-
position to the resurrectional responsibility
of enlightened rejectors of the truth. I
amw sorry you entertain this objection. I
am  not altogether surprised.  Going
through the Zwelve Lectures, for revision,
(in preparation for the publication of
Christendem dstray), I can see how it may
be that much that is there written might
appear to limit the resurrection (as it un-
questionably limits, and was intended to
limit eternal life) to those who have actu-
ally become members of the household of
Christ. It is possible the argumentsin
the Lectures may have had something to
do with confirming the idea you enter-

tain. If so, 1t is a misappli-
cation of arguments which had uno
iutentional bearing on the question

you raise, but were wholly directed to
the confutation of the orchodox idea of
universal responsibility. While rejecting
the orthodox idea, I never doubted that
those who knowingly insulted God, by
repudiating obligations which they knew
to come from Him, would be among the
unjust who would rise to ¢ shame and ever-

lasting contempt:’ The Twelve Lectures
bear evidenee in vavious parts of this con-
viztion, in which T have never wavered
I hold to it beeause I think it is both the
teaching of the word, and in accordance
with the most elementary principles of
justice, Dr. Thomas did the same.

¢« Finger Post 45 presents the argnment
fairly. The statement you objest to (line 6
of par 2)isnota quotation, but a statement
givingthesenseot a quogation, andis, there-
fore, not open to the remark youmake, The
quotation marks are limited to the words
“them that are without,” as you will see
on referring. The indefinite tense is fre-
quently employed to denote future action,
e.g., ‘1 goto London next week '—thatis,
will go ¢ In righteousness doth he
(Christ) judge anl make war,” that is, will
judge, at his coming (Rev. xix. 11). The
statement that ¢God judgeth them that
are without,” is equivalent to saying that
He will do so, thatis, where responsibility
exists, as the Finger Post says, and of this
He alome can decide. Ihope, therefore, I
have been guilty of no ‘maltreatment’ of
the word, in giving the sense, when not
professing to quote the actual words re-
terred to.

“Rom iil. 6 certainly says that ‘God
will ren fer to every man according to his
deeds.” I understand ¢ responsible’ to
come between ‘every’ and ¢ man,’ because
the Scriptures teach us that the blind
are not responsible, as you know, and the
Seriptures agree with themselves. If we
are told of them who ‘shall not rise,” we
have a good reason for ‘leaving them out’
of the judgment, to which many will rise
at the coming of Christ. But this is no
reason for leaving out those who, knowing
of the light, ‘love darkness rather than
light, Dbecause their deeds are evil’
Christ teaches that such will ecome into
condemnation (Jno. iii. 19). They come
forth to the resurrection of condemnation
(Ino. v. 29, 30).

“As to Jude 15, we must not forget
that it is a prophecy of Enoch’s, who lived
before Noah. It cannot be that Enoch,
prophesying of the Lord’s coming to
Judgment, meant that that judgment
was ounly for the men who crept
in unmiwares in Jude's day. He states
his meaning plainly enough : *to execute
judgment upon all,” whow he describes as
‘all that are ungodly.” This excludes
the ignorant who are never considered the
*uwagodly ’ in the positive sense, ‘Tuose
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vat of the way of understanding remain in
the congregation of the dead.” But if it
exclude this class, it certainly includes
men who know the light but walk not in
it Lecause they love the darkness. These
are pre-eminently the ‘ungedly’ and
Enoch tells us that judgment awaits them,
which is reasonable. It is not a case you
will see, for speaking of * wresting’ the
Scriptures.

‘““ Rom. i. 18 doubtless refers to those
who stood related to the truth—not, how-
ever, as apostolically delivered, but as
delivered under ¢ the law and the
prophets.” It was against these, that
the wrath of God, after accumulating for
ages, was revealed by Jesus and John the
Baptist. Jesus said, ‘The blood of all
the prophets, which was shed from the
foundation of the world, shall
be required of this generation’ (Luke xi.
50, 51). ‘These be the days of vengeance
that all things which are written may be
fulfilled” (xxi. 22). John said wrath
was about to come, and that the axe lay
readv at the roots of the trees. He said
that Jesus would ‘purge his floor and burn
up the chalt with unquenchable fire’
(Matt. iii. 7-12). This was a national
wrath about to flame forth, and which
did flame forth in due time; but Paul
shews that the same wrath would have an
individual application in ‘the day when
God’ should judge the secrets of men’
(Rom. ii. 16). The men he speaks of
were not men holding the tiuth in
the sense »f believing and oheying the
gospel, for he says they had ‘ changed the
truth of God into a e’ (1 25), and that
they were ‘without wunderstunding’
(verse 31), who, however, ‘knew the
judgment of God’ enough to know that
they who committed the things he de-
scribes were ¢ worthy of death” (see last
verse). It isagainst ‘those who commit
such things’ that he says the judgment of
God would operate ; and not only against
them, but against those who, more
enlightened, ‘condemned those who did
such things,” and yet did the same
things themselves (il. 3). Both were
to be dealt with in the ¢day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of
God.” In that day, some find ¢glory,
honour, and immortality ;7 but another
class, whom Paul defines as them that
are conlentious, and do not obey the
truth,” rise to find tribulation and

anguish (—even every wan of them, Jew
and Gentile, that docth evil—verse 9).

““This canuot prove nuiversal resurrec-
tion ; because all men do not ¢ do evil " in
the sense of Paul’s words, To do evil in
this sense, a man must * Know the judg-
ment of God’ (i 82); that is, he must
know the law hie breaks before he is held
responsible for the breaking. This is ac-
cording to reason.

““Eee. xii. 14 is not applicable to ‘every
individual of Adam’s race,” but to every
individual who is responsible.

¢ Other testimonies and common justice
exclude the millions who aie in the dark ;
but we are debarred from extending this
exclusion to those who have come into the
light and (knowingly) refuse to be guided
by it. So with Matt. xii. 86 : those who
shall give account for their idle words are
those who ought to know better. Who
they are God will decide. There would not
be many such outside the Jews when Jesus
spoke. It islight that makes responsible:
not partial obedience. Let this be recog-
nised, and there is no difficulty in auy
direction. Every servant certainly stands
to his own master. This iy a fact of
universal social life, much more concerning
the Master of all. “The head of every
man is Christ, and the head of Christ is
God.’

“Your questions eoncerning Jro. iii.,
10, are capable of answer. The condem-
nation referred to is future in eflect,
though present in legal force.  Christ
plainly said that thosz who believe not
‘shall be condemned’ (Mark xvi. 16)
He fixes the time of its actual infliction,
in saying those who have done evil ‘shall
come forth fo the resurrection of condemna-
tton’ (Jno. v. 30); aund again, the
words that he spoke should judge those
who rejected them “the last day’
(ano. xii. 48). To ask why they
should be raised if condemned already,
is like asking why a man should be
executed, who has h d sentence of death
passed upon him. The condemnation
that Cluist comes to administer is the
¢ second death ’ (Rev. xxi. 8), and this re-
quires resurrection. Natural death is
irrespective of moral deserts, and comes to
righteous and wicked alike. It s
another and more dreadful death that
awaits those who deliberately and know-
ingly reject the divine law: and to
undergo this, God restores the mortal life
of responsible sinners : but who these ate
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He alone can judge. The probability is,
they are few in number in an age of dark-
ness like this,

“John xii. 48. Doubtless those ad-
dressed were Israelites, for to them only
did Jesus speak during his personal
ministry. But afterwards he sent Faul
to speak to the Gentiles also, and thence-
forward, bracketed them together, ¢The
Jews first,and also ofthe Gentile.” Hence the
principle of responsibility enunciated in
the Scripture was afterwards extended,
for God is no respecter of persons, The
ground of responsibility was not ‘cove.
nant relationship,” but contact with the
invitation to come into that relationship.
The rejection of his words, after sufficient
reason shown for their reception, was
certainly a reasonable ground of condem-
nation. The words of Christ about re-
jection of the testimony and disobedience
of the commands, certainly do not apply
to ‘those who have become related to God
through Christ.” These, if they are truly
such, neither reject the testimony, nor dis-
obey the commands, but rejoice greatly in
submission to Loth."

““Mark xvi. 16. The resurrectional
responsibility of this verse is certainly not
vestricted to those who have ¢ been made
Christians ;’ for it extends to those who
‘believe not,” who mnever can be Chris-
tians.” To ‘maintain’ the contrary, is
not to prove it, of course.

2 Cor. ii. 15.  *Those that perish’ is
certainly never Paul’s way of describing
‘brethren.” It is characteristically ap-
plicable to those who ¢reject the counsel
of God against themselves’ : those who
‘ believe not,” and “shall be condemned.”
Uufaithful brethren will certainly perish,
but it is by the judgment that ‘shall de-
vour the adversaries’ (Heb. x. 27). 1t is
these who by the very nature of their
case, are ‘them that perish.” Paul meant
to say his labours were acceptable to God,
whether in those who benefited by them,
or those to whom his preaching was ‘a
testimony against them.’

““Acts xviii. 30. ‘Commandeth all
men everywhere to repent.” You need be
under no uncertainty as to the imperative
maenning of command here. It is true
there arve several words translated com-
mand, but all have more or less the idea
of the English, and this not less than any
of them, as you may see by consulting all
the passages where it occurs. The follow-
ng are a few of them :—Acts ii. 28 *Did

we not straitly command you? ; Luke viii.
29, ¢ He had commanded the unclean spirit
to comeout:’ 2 Thess. iii. 6, ¢ We command
vou, brethren, in the name of the Lord
Jesus:’ 2 Thess. iii. 10, ‘These things
command and teach.” When, therefore, it
is said that God commandeth all men
everywhere to repent, it means much more
than an invitation. It means that men
are bound to obey at their peril. If
millions, notwithstanding, remain un-
responsible, it is because they do not
become aware of the command. God is
not unjust. Thisis why responsibility is
limited to ‘those whointelligently reject it.’

““Acts xxiv. 25. Felix’s agitation at
the preaching of Paul was not the result
of ¢superstition,” but of his perception: of
the truth concerning ¢ judgment to cowme,’
presented by Paul.  There is a great dif-
ference between the two things. Because
responsible rejectors rise to second death,
Felix had good reason to tremble. Apart
from this, the record of the case in the
Acts of the Apostles is unintelligiole.

¢ The truth/of the matter requiresa
broader view tJ be takeu than the mere
consideration of texts. You must go back
to the heginning, and realise that Adams
responsibility arose from Adam’s capacity
to discern gool and evil, and from the
privileges which he possessed. When
driven tfrom Eden, there would have been
nothing more but simple death for him
and his descendants if God had inter-
fered no further. But He did inter-
fere, for which we have to be thankful.
He invited approach by sacrifice, and
made promises, and enjoined command-
ments, from the very moment of expulsionw
till the full establishment of the law of
Moses. This created new responsibilities
where a knowledge of them existed—a
respousibility which Enoch’s words show
us reaches forward to the Lord’s coming to
raise the dead. The same rule operates
for all—for Adam, and for all his des-
cendants, whether Jew or Gentile.

*The mass of these are in utter bar-
barism, and for men in that state there is
no responsibility, for God is just. But
where the light comes, it is revealed that
the ground of condemnation comes with it
if it is rejected.

‘It isa very unfortunate thing that any
believer of the truth should reject this
wholesome, reasonable, and Scriptural
doctrine. — With love, faithfully your
brother, LoBErT RoBERTS.”
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CHRISTENDOM ASTRAY:

OR

POPULAR THEOLOGY (BOTH IN FAITH AND PRACTICE)
SHEWN TO BE UNSCRIPTURAL;

AND
THE TRUE NATURE OF THE ANCIENT APOSTOLIC FAITH EXHIBITED.
BEING,

TWELVE LECTURES,

In part re-written, and one eatively new

Lectwre added, making

EIGHTEEN LECTURES IN ALL.

PREFACE.

Reader, bear with the seeming arrogance of our title. We live in a day when a
refined aguosticism has undermined all earnest conviction of religious truth, aud
when, therefore, it may strike you as a violation ol the canons of good taste to express
a confident view on the subject.  But facts are not changed by canous of taste. There
is such a thing as eternal truth, however daintily good breeding may iguore it ; and
if there has been a revelation (which Christendom assumes and which this book
pre-supposes, on grounds that no hostile criticism can overthrow or scientific discovery
exclude), that eternal truth must be an attainable thing, and when attained, so
precious as to justify ardour and confidence in its enunciation,

Our title is a proposition—not an invective. The question proposed for con-
sideration is a question for eritical investigation. We invite attention to the evidence
and the argumnent, They are strictly within the logical sphere. They can be examined
and dismissed if found wanting. What the title affirms is that Christendom, the
ostensible repository ot revealed truth is away from that truth. But in reality the
title goes further than this. By implication, it asserts certain things to be the truth
that are not accepted by Christendom. It offers the proof of the doctrines that are
according to truth, as the best demonstration that Christendom is astray from those
doctrines, The demonstration is by the Holy Scriptures. To these, Christendom is
professedly subject, and it is in the light of these (estimated as Christendom estimates
them, viz., as divine writings) that the question is considered throughout. It canuot be
an unacceptable thing to carnest believers in the Bible to have it debated whether their
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conceptions of duty and destiny are according to the Bible. This is what is done in the
following lectures.

It is proper to explain that this is not the first time these lectures have ap-
peared, though new in their present form. They first saw the light under the name
Twelve Lectures, about twenty-two years ago (Feb., 1862) ; they came out then in
fortnightly parts (one lecture per fortnight) in response to the demand of those who had
read and heard of them. The lectures themselves were in the first instance delivered
in Huddersfield in discharge of an individual duty on the part of the lecturer. A
second edition of 1,000 copies (this time stitched together as one pamphlet),
followed in eighteen months (Nov., 1863); and a third edition of 1,400 copies
in another similar period (June, 1865). In two more years (July, 1867), a re-
vised and enlarged edition of 2,000 copies was published in compliance with a
continuous demand from all quarters, after the book had leen ‘‘out of print ”
for twelve months. In this edition, five new lectures were added, and the
original lectures thoroughly revised. A little over twelve months sufficed to
entirely exhaust the fourth edition without aid from public sale (as in all the previous.
cases) ; aud after some delay, a fifth edition of 4,000 copies was issued in 1869.
In this edition, the lectures appeared for the first time in cloth boards, in proper book
form. The type-composition was stereotyped so as to be ready for future supplies.
It was not long before the whole of the first issue of this edition was sold. What
has taken place since then has simply been the re-issue, thousand after thousand, from
the stereotype plates of the fifth edition. How many copies have circulated thus it
would take some time to find out; but they number many thousands. The author
little imagined at the time he wrote them that any such fate was in store for them. He
wrote them for delivery only, and supposed their work was done when a small Hudders-
field audience had heard them. That they have revolutionised the religious convictions.
of great numbers of peogle, the author has in his possession much written evidence, and
much has appeared in the pages of the monthly Christadelphian (edited by the author)
for nineteen years past.

The time has now come for issuing the work in the present improved form. Many
aud many a time has the author been asked to publish in larger type. Not till now
has it been in his power to comply with this request. Often has he been sensible of
the literary deficiencies of various parts of the work, at which he caunot wonder'when he
remembers they were written when he had scarcely entered manhood, and when conse-
quently were sure to be exhibited the blemishes inevitably arising from ra wness and
inexperience. But it was easier to see the deficiences than to remove them. Counstant
laborious occupation in literary channels left little of the time and energy needful for
the work of revision in the thorough form that the lapse of time seemed to call for.

A conjunction of favourable circumstances has, however, at last allowed of it (though
not without some severity of industry), and now the book is sent forth in a form that
will, probably, call for no turther alteration. The alterations, such as they are, are
more in manner than matter. The doctrines advocated in Christendom Astray are the
same as those which Zwelve Lectures have recommended in thousands of homes in
all British-spoken parts of the earth, for over twenty years past. The only difference is
that they may be presented in a form a little more adapted to theneeds of the age which
has given them birth.

The change of title seemed to be called for in a variety of ways. Twelve Lec-
tures conveyed no idea to those unacquainted with the character of the work. One
gentleman recently told the author that he had the book for years in his library, with-
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out having his curiosity sufficiently awakened to look into it, Had the title been indica-
tive of its character, he thinks it would not have lain so long unattended to, and he would
the sooner have rejoiced in the spiritnal emancipation of which he has become the
subjéct since the reading. The new title briefly and pithily embodies the whole
contention of the lectures.

We have preserved the form of lectures, instead of changing them into chapters,
in the conviction that the lecture form appeals more powerfully to popular
interest than the more classical division of chapters. But we have altered
the numbering of the lectures.  Originally twelve, thev became, in the
fifth edition, seventeen lectures, for which, however, the original name of twelve
was retained, for the sake of preserving the identity of the title. The added lectures
were simply interspersed among the others, with the same numbers, and distinguished
by the addition of the letter A in parenthesis. It was felt at the time that this
made the book somewhat uncouth, Lut it seemel the lesser of two evils. Now,
however, there is no nced forit. A new title makes the numbering of the lectures
immaterial, and they are consequently re-numbered in natural order. A new lecture is
added on ““The ways of Christendom inconsistent with the Commandments of Christ,”
which makes the number of lectures eighteen. Each lecture Lears its natural number in
consecutive order to the end.

The vew book is printed in larger type, anud in larger size of page, and is in all respects
artistically superior to the various editions of Twelve Lectures. This fact, however,
necessitates an increase of price, which the author regrets ; probably, however, readers,
when they get it into their hands, will think it cheap at the enhanced price.

It remains to be said, as rematrked in the prefaces now suspended, that the tendency of
the age is in a direction, and assumes forms that are embarrassing and even distressing
to the carnest seeker after truth, Thinkers, where not avowed Atheists, are sinking
into a kind of Deism, which is fatal to the claims of Christianity. The sober-minded
and devout are lost on the polemical labyrinths of the time, or driven to the extremity
of shutting their eyes agaiust every form of investigation, and committing themselves
with fatuitous resignation to a faith that will not stand the most ordinary exercise of
reason, and which presents quite as many discomforts as consolations. The situation is
greatly complicated by the fact that the Bible is misrepresented in the doctrines pre-
sented by the accredited religious teachers of past and present times.

The Bible is no more responsible for the views and tenets of Christendom than
it is for Mormonism. The Bible propounds a system of doctrine which is com-
patible with all the evidences of sense, as systematised in the material sciences of
the age, and which at the same time commends itself to the moral instincts of
every fully developed mind, as supplying those links, in the absence of which,
the human understanding is baffled i its attempts to fathom the mysteries of exist-
ence. The reading of the following lectures is invited in proof of this, The great prin-
ciples of eternal truth revealed in the writings of Moses, the prophets, and the apostles,
are obscured and nullified by the religious teaching of the present day, which investi-
gation will show to be nothing more than ancient fables dressed up in the garb of Bible
phraseology.

Lecture XVI. discusses the prophetic Learings of current political events. The result
is to show that the times appointed for Gentile ascendancy are all either run out,
oron the point of running out in the present age of the world. The state of affairs
is shown to -confirm this conclusion of chronology. Prophetic auticipations have
been realised in a way that leaves no doubt of the correctness of the deductions
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From the outbreak of European revelution, in 1848, to the British occapation
of Egypt, in 1882, ani the commencement of the Jewish colonisation of Palestine
(on however small a scale), there has been an unbroken series of expected signs of
the Lord’s approich.  The only point of failure has bzen as to the place in the
programme at which the Lord’s appearing would occur, and this is a failure not of the
prophetic word, but of lhuman estimate of probability. It seemed likely that the
ending of Papal coercive power would be the time for the Lord to appear. The ending
of the Papal coercive power came at the expected time, but not the Lord, and because
of this, the thoughtless cry, *failure.” True failure there has not been; on the
contrary, prophetic expectations that were truly warranted, have in all particulars been
realised in a very wonderful mauner.

Parallel cases in ancient Bible times indicate the nature of the present situation.
First, there is the case of the Exodus. Israel left Egypt thirty years after the
cxpiry of the period (of 400 years) specified as the duration of Israel’s sojourn.
ing in the land of the strangsr.  Then thereis the case of the restoration from Babylon,
This was not accomplished till @ gencration after the period (70 years) fixed as the
daration of their captivity. But in both these cases, events tending to the development
of the foretold results SIGNALISED THE EXACT ENDING OF THE PERIOD. In the case of
the Exodus, Moses, who was fifty years of age at the end of the 400, had appeaved on
the scene, and ““supposed his brethren would have understood how that God, by lis
hand, would deliver them ” (Acts vii. 25). In the case of the restoration from Baby-
lon, Nebunchadnezzar’s dynasty was overthrown by Darius, who belonged to a people
favourable to Israel.

In the present case, all we need look for in this respect is transpiring before our eyes.
The events prophetically characteristic of the termination of the “‘times of the Gen-
tiles,” are the facts of contemporary history. Papal ascendauney is at an end in
the world of politics, secular and ecclesiastical. It came to an end in 1866, with
the blow which levelled Austrian domination in Germany. The Prussian sword cut
the Coucordat, and, in the discomfiture of Austria, smote to the ground the prop which
for over a thousand years has maintained the temporal supremacy of the court of
Rome. This is an elcquent sign of the times, which derives additional siguificance
from the concurrent downfall of church establishments in Italy, Spain, and England,
and the uprise and prosperity of the truth.

Of the exact date of the Lord’s appearing we have no information. We are in
the era of that wonderful event, and it may be the occurrence of any day; but
‘“of that day and hour knoweth no man.” We are in the position the disciples
occupied in relation to the day of God’s judgmeut on Jernsalem : we wait in a state
of indefinite expectancy, knowing that the event looked for is near, even at the door ;
but not kuowing exactly how long.

The truth developed in a complete form is rapidly creating a people for the name
of the Lord at his return. Such a work is a necessary prelude to the advent. The
apostolic testimony gives us to understand that Jesus finds a people alive at his coming.
Hence, their development is a necessity of the end. It is meet that Christ should have
a people contemporary with the developments of the end.

At his coming in the flesh, John the Baptist, by preaching, gathered from
Israel a select people, to whom in due course Christ was manifested by the
descent of the Holy Spirit, and by means of whom, in their ultimate operations,
he proclaimed the way of life to the world, vanquished paganism, and enthroned
his name traditionally in the high places of the earth. His coming in the Spirit draws
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near ; a people is in preparation, increasing in numbers, faith, zeal, and service, to
whom, when their development has reached a certain point, he will be revealed, with

the thousands whom he shall bring from the dead by his power.

May reader and

writer alike have the supreme happiness of being included in their glorious number !

BixMINGHAM, December 18, 1883.

THE AUTHOR.

¢ CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY ” AMONG
MEeTRODIST PruacHErs.—At a Monday
morning meeting of the Methodist prea-
chers of New York, some time ago, the
doectrine of ¢“ annihilation ” (as it is called)
was introduced for debate by a ¢‘Rev.”
Mr. Terry, who read a written essay in
support of the orthodox Methodist opinions
on the future punishment of the wicked.
He maintained that the theory of the
annihilationists is based upon a misinter-
pretation of words and pure assumption,
At the conclusion of his remarks, another
preacher (singularly enough named ‘‘ Dr.
True’’), for many years a professor in the
Wesleyan University, said he was not an
annihilationist, but a destructionist. He
did not believe that God would cause
matter which he had created to cease to
exist, but that the penalty of the in-
corrigibly wicked would prove to be the
destruction of his conscious existence—
the total cessation of all his functions.
Man (as made in Eden) was naturally im-
mortal and designed to live for ever. The
penalty of the Jaw was the destruction of
this immortality. At three great epochs
in the history of the race there were three
great men through whom the law was.
given 1o man—Adam, Moses, and
Christ. In neither Adam, Moses, nor
Christ do we find authority for the
doctrine of eternal punishment.  The
Apostles did not teach it. The Fathers
of the Church in the first century neither
advanced mnor suggested it. It was first
promulgated in the year 131, A ‘“Rev.”
Mr Corbett rose and excitedly denounced
‘Dr. True’s essay. He said *‘The heresy
which Dr. True has spoken originated in
hell, and should be crammed back again.
A man who would advocate such doctrine
ought to be turned out of the Church neck
and heels.” Yes, Mr. Corbett, out of the
Methodist Church, true,

THuE Oricix oF READING AND WRITING.
—A writer on education, in a recent letter
to a local paper, says: ‘‘I will put one
very important question to the public.
Who taught maun to read and write ¢ This
I will answer and prove. God! Before
the giving of the law, decalogue letters
were a thing unknown. The Egyptian and
Phenician nations were clever in arts and
sciences, no doubt, as history traces, but a
written language they had not. Records
of history were figured in hieroglyphics.
A symbolical writing there was, but letters
there were noi, and had it ot been for the
writingsof Moses, thesesymbolical writings
would have been an enigma to all future,
as well as past generations. lhat God
first taught Moses to write is plain by His
writing the first tables, which Moses copied.
Those tables of stone contained the first
principles of education—(1) That God is,
that He will be acknowledged, adored,
revered, and loved ; (2) that, as true as God
is, man exists also, and exists for man, his
fellow, not for himself, and each and all
for God who made them, and afterwards
taught them that they must all love Him
by loving each other as He loves them—a
love more clearly seen on Calvary in the
death of Clirist.  This kiud of education
was set before the ancient Israelites as of
primary importance before all other.
They were enjoined to copy the writings,
and to learn them by rote, and so engrave
thein upon the heart, and teach the same
to their children and their children’s chil-
dren. We find in history that the Phe-
nicians borrowed their letters from the
Jews, the Greeks from them, the Latins
from the Greeks, and so on; but no na-
tion can prove that the Jews copied letters
from them, so that we will take it for
granted that God was the great teacher
and author of letters. It is of Him, and
to Him, we receive and ought to show
gratitude.
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The Thuistavelphian,

He is not ashamed to call them brethren.—
{Heb. ii. 11).

JANUARY, 1884.

The new year begins with a very grace-
ful act on the part of the brethren, in the
shape of a liberal contribution to Israel’s
need. The items will be found in the
heavy list of acknowledgments among the
notes on the cover.  This contribution,
which it has been resolved to make an
annual one, in amount goes far beyond
the expectations which Mr. Oliphant has
been led to entertain. He was told that
Lie might rely on £50 or £60, and lo ! the
figures are well towardsthesecond hundred.
‘We cannot but rejoice in such an over-
flowing practical pledge of goodwill. No-
thing but the entrance of the Bible, in the
aflectionate understanding thereof, into
many good and honest hearts could have
produced such a result. It has been re-
marked that while among the sects no
collection is ever so poor as one for the
Jews, among the brethren noae is ever so
liberal. The saying is true and illustrates
the actual nature of the brethren’s faith
in the hope of Israel.

Many things are helping in the same
direction, as the iutelligence of almost
every month shows—this month mno ex-
ception.  We publish news of the purchase
of a large tract of land in Palestine (5000
acres) for the settlement of Jews, under the
auspices of the newly-formed Jewish
Refugees’ Aid Society, referred tolast month;
with the prospect of the purchase of another
and larger tract to follow ; and another still,
by the orthodox Jews themselves in
rivalry to the believers in Jesus. But the
most important item of intelligence that
has appeared for a long time is, un-
doubtedly, the intimation of Mr. Oliphant,
in a letter to the Editor, just to hand,
that Barou Rothschild has taken some of

- GLOOMY OUTLOOK AND

the colonies under his protection with the
determination to make them a success.
(The small settlement established by M.
Oliphant, with the funds provided by the
brethren, was, at the timeof Mr. Oliphant’s
writing, excluded from this arrangement. )
No man, at present ou earth, is so able to
make the establishment of tliese colonies
successful as Baron Rothschild, and that
hie should be induced to put his hand to
the enterprise may be regarded as the
most powerful of all the providential in-
dications that the time to favour Zion has
come,

We have already, as our readers are
aware, remitted £25 to Mr. Oliphant, the
receipt of which is acknowledged in the
letter referred to. We propose, hmnedi-
ately, remitting a further sum of £125%
making £150 as the present contribution,
reserving a balance in hand against the
next contribution and possible needs that
may arise in the meantime, of which M.
Oliphant may advisé us.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

FOREBODINGS
OF WAR.
GREAT VICTORY OF THE FALSE
PROPHET.
EVACUATION OF EGYPT COUNTER-
MANDED.
BRITISH WAR SHIPS ORDERED TC THE
RED SEA.
ROTHSCHILD ESPOUSES THE JEWISH
COLONISATION MOVEMENT.
Mr. Bright, at a meeting a few days ago,
““spoke of foreign affairs in an anxious
tone.”  Ha said he *‘ thought the outlook

* Since writing this, we have remitted the amount named,—Ebp.
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wag gloomy’—an opinion in which events
considered from a merely human point of
view, doubtless justify him. The prospect
of trouble is a *‘ gloomy” prospect in the
abstract ; but it wears a different com-
plexion when looked at asa trouble divinely
appointed as the prelude to great peace
and blessing.  This is the character of the
trouble impending. The age that is to
witness the end of the human dominion
and the beginning of divine, as it haslong
been foretold, will bean age of ‘gloomy
outlooks”—a ‘ time of trouble,” connceted
directly with war and war preparations.
It is, thevefore, a satisfaction, that with so
many other signs telling us the end is near,
this sign is not awanting,.

It has come up prominently during
the month. At a meeting of the
Middlesex volunteers, Lord Wolesley
(better known as Sir Garnet Wolesley, the
capable Jeader of the Egyptian expedition),
said :

‘“He was not ome of those persons
who helieved in universal peace. Being a
practical man himself, he took the world
as he found it, and when he found that
every Continental nation was arming itself
in the way that they were doing now, he
felt that it must be for some great object.
He believed, with most sensible people
who were not carried away by some curious
feeling of sentimentalism or party politics,
that there washanging over Europe some
dreadful war, which was bound to come
sooner or later.”

The Daily News, while trying to give
the guietus to these views, says :

¢“There are unfortunately many signs
that Enrope is in a condition of apprehen-
sion and unrest. At a recent military
banquet in Switzerland, M. Ruchounet.
the head of the Political Department in
the Swiss Federal Council, is reported to
have bid the Swiss to prepare to defend
their country, and to bave spoken of war
having been long averted, but being certain
after nextyear, and probablein the spring. .
In Denmark similar uneasiness prevails.
On Saturday a deputation waited on the
King bearing a petition with 106,000
signatures, urging the adoption of
measures for the defence of the country.
‘The King expressed himself to be in

sympathy with thedesire of thepetitioners,
and urged the necessity of making saeri-
fices in order to meet the requirements of
national security. The dread of
war hangs over Europe like a nightmare ;
as vague and indefinite, yet as opppressive,
and the public mind needs help to shake
it off. In the vast armaments of Con-
tinental nations the world sees the
materials of a great explosion piled
together, and is in constant dread lest
some reckless person, or some unforeseen.
event, should apply the spark which
would set the world aflame.”

MILITARY
TORY

DISASTER IN
or

EGYPT. VIC-
THE FALSE PROPHET.

But more directly indicative of the
approaching end, there are not only
rumours of war, but acts of war, and these
in a neighbourhood, and with a bearing
directly related to the latter day situation.
Since our last summary of the signs of the
times, a tragedy has occurred which has
sent a sensation to the endsof the earth,
not merely on account of its dramatic
horror, but because of the unmeasured
character of its possible political conse-
quences.

After the suppression ot Arabi at Tel-el-
Kebir, a portion of the routed Egyptian
army was got together again, under a
British general, to put down the False
Prophet of the Soudan (the African country
lying to the south of Egypt). He was
understood to have obtained some vie-
tories, and to have assumed a position that
might possibly become threatening to
Egypt itself. This expedition numbered
something like 12,000 men, of all arms.
After long and toilsome marching, they
were attacked by the False Prophet (or
Mahdi’s)troops at Duem, in great numbers,
but were able to repulse the attack in a
manner so decisive that it was considered
the Egyptians had obtained a great vic-
tory, and had only to advance to complete
the Mahdi’s overthrow, With this idea, the
British general, Hicks (dubbed ¢‘Pasha )
went forward on a march to Obeid, the
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Mahdi’s headquarters, hoping to put an
end to his power there. The tragedy, as
all the world knows, consists of the entire
destruction of the Egyptian army by the
Mahdi’s troops. Particulars are*awanting,
because of the absence of ‘survivors ; but
it is certain that the whole force was sur-
rounded by swarms of the Mahdi’s troops,
and annihilated, including the newspaper
correspondents attached to the general’s
staff.

WHO IS THE MAHDI?

This has brought into startling promi-
nence the question, *“ Whois the Mahdi ?”
"This question is answered at length in the
papers. We give the substance merely :
the Telegraph says:—

““ Here, at the head of a victorious army
—fanatical beyond European belief, and
master of a country in which the Faki, a
saint, is the ruling power-—stands a man
who claims to be the Messiah of Moham-
medanism. As in the Christian religion
Jesus Christ superseded the Mosaie dispen-
sation, so the False Prophet, the Mahdi,
claims to be sent as the messenger of
Allah to renew the old covenant of God
with man ; and as the final evangelist
of the most brilliant epoch of Islam,
his coming had been predicted by
Mohammed, and the faithful have always
been prepared for its fulfilment
Moreover, Lis name, Achmet, is virtually
the same as Mahomet, while his parents’
names are the sameas those of the Prophet.
From the commeuncement of his career,
there have beeu similar  coincidences,”
as the Faithful declare them to be, with
those of the opening of the mission of the
Founder of Islam. Like Mahomet, he had
to fly for his life as soon as he had
announced himself, and, though again and
again defeated, was able, by opportune
““revelations ” from on high, to explain
the causes of his ill-luck and to keep his
small bands together. Rivals of his pre-
tensions arose, but the Mahdi, with all
the ferocity and recklessness of his great
predecessor, turned upon them and cut
their followingto pieces, while still main-
taining a bold front against the Egyptians.
And now, to crown his pretensions, has
come the great victory mear Obeid. At
one blow he has made himself absolute over
all the Soudan, and his shadow already
darkens Constantinople.”

The Daily News says :—

It was about a twelvemonth ago that
a mnew century began according to the
Mohammedan Calendar. The importance
of this epoch may be understood by .he
fact that it was reported from Constanti
nople that the Sultan had been for some
time giving his undivided attention to the
soothsayers and astrelogers of the palace.
They had been studying the starsand other
signs in the heavens, so as to unravel the
fature to Abdul Hamid; for davs the
Sultan was invisible to all but these
diviners. The Mahdi, or expected de-
liverer, being anxiously looked forward
to by the Mohammedans we may sup-
pose that these foretellers of events
would naturally study ‘the signs with
reference to this personage. Now, it was
just at this time that the Soudan Prophet
hadmanaged to put in an appearanceas the
Mahdi. Before that, he had only pre-
tended to be a holv man; but shortly be-
fore, in August 1881, during the Ramadan,
he had thrown off all reserve, and declared
himself to be the coming man. His fol-
lowers then increased largely, and as he
assured them that he could render them
proof against sword or bullet, that he
could caunse the enemy’s guns to ‘spit
water’ instead of fire and lead. being also
able to assnre them of Heaven if they were
killed, their fanaticism assumed an indif-
ference to danger, and in the spring of
1882 he managed to annihilate the army of
Yussif Pacha at Gadir, when only 27
men and one officer escaped out of
8,000. It will thus be seen that when
the new Mohammedan century began,
the Mahdi had alrveady established him-
self in the foremost essential of his attri-
bntes-—namely, that of a conqueror; and
his fame at once spread far and wide. He
had suffered defeats, but these are for-
gotten in the flush of victory. The con-
quest of Obeil gave him some trouble ;
but here he also succeeded, the Egyptian
commandant of the place capitulated, and
with all his troops went over to the
Mahdi’s side. Here we have a suggestion
of a great future danger. With the in-
creased reputation of the Prophet must
come the untrustworthiness of all Moham-
medan soldiers who mav be led against
him. Should he now advance down the
Nile he will be preceded by an advance
guard of dervishes, who will use every art
to make the Khedive’s troops unfaithfal ;
and we do not know how far this line o
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tactics may not have been used with
Hicks Pacha’s army.

““The Imam Mahdi is expected by Mo-
hammedans to be a * guide,” a ¢ director,’
or ‘precursor’ of the Day of Judgment.
Great portents in heaven and earth are to
appear with him. Ed-daggal, the Mussul-
man Anti-Christ, is to come into the
world ; Gog and Magog are to issue forth,
and a great smoke is to cover the whole
earth ; but the faithtul are to be led
through all these trials in safety till the
last trump is sounded by the Avchangel
Izrafil.  There will be three blasts of this
mighty trampet, accompanied by dreadful
hotrors, and on the third sounding the
dead shall arise for judgment, when all the
good Moslems—of course this will meap
those who follow the Mahdi—slhall follow
Mohammed, who is to appear on the last
day, across the bridge Al-Sirat, which is
as sharp as the edge of scimitar, and spans
over the yawning Gulf of Jehanum, or
the infernal regions, and then all the joys
of Al-Jannat, the Molhammedan Paradise,
will be before them. Instead of war medals
aud the Cross of the Bath, these are the
rewards which the Soudan Prophet offers
to his followers of all ranks.

““This slight sketch of what the Imam
Mahdi is expected to do will indicate what
the Soudan Prophet is bound by his
assumed character to attempt. He is to
be the ‘Leader’ of all true Moslems
through all the peril. of the end of this
earthly world. The Sultan and the Khe-
dive ought to be his followers, Were the
Mahdi an ordinary conqueror who might
overrun the Soudan, and hold it as Sultan
to govern the region, the events might end
there ; but that is what he is not likely to
dn.  The Imam Mahdi, he must be a con-
queror, and that, too, till he overcomes all
his enemies. Whether he will now make
for Souakim or Massowah, and try to get
to Meccah, or come down the Nile upon
Cairo, it is difficult to predict.”

EFFECTS OF THE MAHDI'S VICTORY.

The question, what will be the effect of
his victory, is being seriously discussed by
the press.

““The next news of importance—of
almost worldwide importance, it may be—
should come froms Mecca. What will be
the reception given at the Holy City of

Jto the Holy Trinity.

Islam to the portentous appearance upon
the horizou of this terrible new power,
this spectral Messiah with half a million
otimaddened Arabs at his back, and the
seal of success set upon his prodigious
pretensions ¢ If Mecca acknowledges him,
what is to be the result? Not merely

Arabia, but throughout Asia—Persia,
Afghanistan, Beluchistan, Iudia, the
Khanates—the old fury of Moslem

bigotry may break out, and the world be
witness again of that awful spectacle, a
Mohammedan uprising. This is no pie-
ture of fancy. KEverything seems prepared
for it. The Mahdi has already by his
own fiat, as the spokesman of Heaven,
altered the public religious ceremonies of
the Faith, these ceremonies in defence
of which any Mohammedan will at any
time cheerfully fight and die. He has,
moreover, inserted his own name into the
Kalifa, the public formula of Mohammedan
invocation—an act exactly equivalent to
some Christian sectarian adding his name
This, moreover, he
‘did before the day of his victory, What
he may do now is bounded only by his
personal ambition.”— Telegraph.

BEARING OF THE EVENT ON BRITAIN’S
POLICY.

One effect is already visible : England’s
arrangements for graduwally evacuating
Egypt have been stopped. Certain re-
giments had been ordered to retwn
the order has been countermanded ; and
transports have been put under commis-
sion for the opposite work—the convey-
ance of troops from England to Egypt.
Thus is the Liberal policy effectually
thwarted, and Britain compelled to re-
main in the position which these latter days
require her to be in, and which she was
compelled to take up against her will. We
may assume that England will have to
abandou all idea of leaving the banks of
the Nile till sheisdiiven away by Russia’s
coming capture of the land of the Pha-
raohs (see Dan. xi. 42).  The British fleet
on the East India station has been ordered
to the Red Sea, to support Egyptian in-
terests against the Mahdi,and the fleet is to
be re-inforced by guunboats from the Med-
iterranean sqnadron. The Sultan proposed
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sending Turkish ships, to which the
British reply was ¢“ Yes, if they put them-
selves under the British admiral.” The
Sultan said he would complain to the
Powers ; he may as well complain to the
moon.

Whether British troops will be sent to
the Soudan is as yet doubtful. We may
well imagine that Mr. Gladstone isata
loss what todo.  If he sends an expedi-
tion toput down the Mahdi, as he put
down Arabi, England will be drawn into
complications beyond even Tory ambitious;
if he does mnot, the Mahdi may become
serious for Egypt, and Turkey herself.
The indications are that England will at

present restrict herself to the defence of

Egypt. All will depend upon the Mahdi’s
movements.  If his revolt spread to Ara-
bia, England may be compelled to occupy
Syria. Itisevident that the Turkish troops
as Mohamedaus, cannot be trusted against
a leader whom they are pre-disposed to
welcome.
The Standard says :—

“The Cabinet will have to do something
heside sending orders to Admiral Sir
William Hewett, and despatching more
gun boats to the Red Sca. No doubt it is
very merciless of the logic of farts to
present fresh difficudties to the Prime
Minister and his colleagues, just as they
"were hoping to reduce the English
Army in Egypt and the Budget of
next April by one of the same stroke.
There is something almost unprece-
dented in the irony that brings them
news of the ahsolute disappearance
of Hicks Pasha at the very moment they
were issuing orders for the reduction of
the English force in Egypt to a minimum,
That they will have to stay their hands,
however disagreeable it may be to them, is
nevertheless inevitable. Asthe North Ger-
man Gazette points out, they had made

their military calculations so very finely

that it required very little to spoil and
upset all the arrangements.  But so rude
a stroke as the wholesale disaster in the
Soudan makes their calculations and ar-
rangements absolutely impossible.  With
the most ardent desire in the world to
hurry out of Egypt, all precipitate move-
ments will now have to be suspended.”

THE JEWS AND THE HOLY LAND.

The Jew-persecuting fever that has
faken possession of the Furopean countries
where the bulk of the Jewish population
of the world is massed, shows no sign of
abatement. The telegrams inform wus
that, a few days ago, during the Budget
debate in the Landtag, Professor Waguer
directly attributed the impoverished con-
dition ot the rural population to Jewish
usurers, and added that he was not afraid
to state openly that Judaism had becomea
great public danger, an assertion which'
was greatly applauded on the Conserva-
tive and Clerical benches. The watchurs
of the signs of the tiles cannot desire this
anti-Jewish feeling to disappear. It is,
doubtless, a providential preparation for
that removal of the Jews to their own
land, which has already begun, but which
must yet take place on a large scale.

PROGRESS OF THE PALESTINE COLOXNI-
SATION MOVEMENT.

The Politsche Correspondenz publishes
news from Palestive, duted ‘about the
middle of November, of the establishment
of the first Jewish colony, under Chris-
tian direction, in Palestine, at the end of
October. The London Jews’ Society in
Jerusalem has succeeded in founding a
new association in Eungland, under the
name of ‘“The Jewish Refugees’ Aid
Society,” for the purpose of providing for
the refugees from Europe in DPalestine.
(This is the new society referred to last
month, and which it seemns from this notice
has already got to work in a large and
vractical way.}) The new association has
purchased the property of Artuf, about six
hours’ journey distant from Jernsalem,
comprising about 5,000 acres of land,
most of it of excellent (uality, for 45,000f.
On this forty families will be gradually
settled, the men going out first, A large
barrack will be erected for them, as the
season is too far advanced to admit of the
building of houses. Every family receives
an allotment of land, a dwelling-house,
tools, seed, and live stock. Tithes have
to be paid to the Government. For a
portion of the expenditure of the society—
namely, £4,830—interest of 5 per cent. is
to be paid to it, and the remainder—
£2,640 —is to be repaid in annuities of 2]
years. It is intended that assoon as the



38

REAL HISTORY OF THE MAHDI.

The Christadelphian
Jan. 1, 1884,

means of the society are sufficient, another
anud larger property is to be bought for the
colovisation of the Jews. As a rival
scheme it is said that a rich firm, chicly
Jews, intend to buy some thousands of
acres of land from the Mohammedans
in the plain of Kandeh, half-way between
Jatla and Jerusalem, and to setule Jewish
colonists there,

Cunversionists and anti-couversionists
are thas at work, in mutual jealousy, pro-
moting the movement which the latter
days require.

knowledging the receipt of the remittance
of £25, sent a few wecks back, Mr.
Oliphant says that Baron Rothschild, who
sent his agent to investigate on the spot,
after the late unfavourable reports, has
taken the Jewish coloniesat Swummarin and
Rosh Pinna under his protection, with
the determination to bring them to a suec-
cess.  What may we unot look for trom
such a fact as this. It is evident that the
Jewish colonising movement is spreading
out and taking root, not only notwith-
standing, but almost as the result of, the

ROTHSCLILD COMES TO THE RESCUE. } failure that threatened in the first
Tu a lotter to the editor of the Clrista- | instance.
delphian, dated Haifa, Nov. 25th, ac- ’
i
THE REAL HISTORY OF THE MAHDI.
The so-callel Mahdi’s name is Ahmed | of a most ditlicudt aud  compiicared

Suleiman.  He is by birth and education
an Egyptian.  His father was an officer of
the foree sent into the Soudan by old Mehe-
met Ali, Pacha of Egypt, to punish the
Malck-cel-Mento for  having Dburnt the
Governor.  Abmed Suleiman was brought
up at the schoul of Khedive Abbas, of
which Riffai Bey became the prineipal,
when expelled from Cairo, where he had
been Director-Geueral ot the College of
foreign launguages founded by Mehemet
Ali, and banished into the Soudan. Young
Ahmed Suleiman quickly proved himself
the ablest of Rilfai’s pupils. On leaving
school, he, Tike most of his companions,
entered the Government service, and soon
rose through his talents and industry to the
podt of Accountant-General of the Soudan.
Mustapha Bey Sarrag, one of his school-
fellows and also employed in an impor-
tant post, reported on his return from the
Soudan that the chief accountant was a
wan of rare capacity, and well versed in
Mohammedan law and history. He added
that through Ahmed Suleiman’s assistance
he had succeeded in getting at the bottom

question, which involved the examivation
of more than fiftecen hundred documents,
and that but for his aid the Kgyptian
Government. must have lost a very large
sum of money, as the other oflicials who
had been echbarged with the matter had
been quite uneyual to  nuravelling the
involved accounts  LFurther testimony to
his learning and ability was offered by
Mustapha DBey Elhegdi, a physician
who Dhad studied at the University
of Munich, wheu he was named Gene-
ral Sanitary Inspector of the Soudan.
By that time, Anmed Salei-
man’s official was at an  end.
A difference of opinion had arisen between
him and Moussa Pacha over some accounts
which he declined to pass, and he had
seut in his resignation.  Thrown on his
own resources, and possessed of consider-
able capital, Ahmed Suleiman started in
partnership with certain European comwm-
mercial houses as a merchane in slaves,
clephant tusks, gum arabic, and ostrich
teathers.  He was reputed hounest and
straightforward in his dealings, and rap-

however,
career
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idly acquired the confidence of Mussul-
mans, Christians, and Jews. So great
was the influence which he acquired that
he was constantly asked to act as judge in
disputes, the parties concerned preferring
to accept his decisions to appealing to the
courts of justice.  Such was Ahmed Su-
leiman as a man of business. The force of
circumstances was about to open to him a
new calling.

On the conclusion of the treaty between
England and the ex-Khedive Ismail for
the suppression of the slave trade, Raouf
Pacha, Governor of the Soudan, com-
menced a campaign against the slave
dealers, his prineipal attack being directed
at Ahmed Suleiman, whose position and
capacity had marked hiw out as a natural
leader of these traffickers in human flesh.
Bashi-Bazouks were sent to eltect his
arrest with orders to bind him hand and
foot. L'hese irregulavs, as a matter of
course, tried to turn their mission to good
account. They frankly propused to Ahmed
Suleiman that he should buy them off with
backsheesh, which they offered to take
in negresses, if not convenient to pay in
money.  Ahmed Suleiman refused the
conditions, and a free fight ensued, in which
five of his owu followers were killed, but
the Bashi-Bazouks retired with a loss of
oleven slain, including an officer. Startled
at the unexpected issue of this attempt to
seize the rebel, the Government sent
against kim a battalion of regulars. Ahmed
Suleiman was not daunted. He collected
all the men he could and fought the troops
from behind a rampart of cawels with
signal success,  The upshot of this victory
was the recoguition of Ahmed Suleiman as
the chief of the slave traders, who en-
tered into a formal compact to obey him
whilst le resisted the Cairo Govermment.
Fresh troops were pushed forward by the
authorities. Ahmed Suleiman discovered
that these menhad 18 months’ pay due. He
immediately gave them the money, and
ordered them double pay and rations for

the future. Khedive Ismail, on hearing
of this disaster, made another effort. He
despatched a regiment to Darfour, with
the intention of attacking the insurgents ;
but the soldiers, dissatistied at having to
quit their families for a campaign in so
istant a country, followed the example of
-he Taka troops, and joined Ahmed Sulei-
man’s standard.

Up to this time Ahmed Suleimau had
advanced nosortof pretension to a religious
title. It was his toes who first compelled
him, so to speak, to avail himself of the
idea. Riaz Pacha, who became President
of the Council of Ministers after the de-
position of Khedive Ismail, scems to have
been responsible for the blunder. Think-
ing to rob the chief rebel of all Moslem
sympathy, he branded him with the
epithet ¢ false Mahdi.” The etfect of this
step was the reverse of the sanguine anti-
cipations of Riaz Pacha. = Ahlmed Sulei-
man’s followers, who had already mooted
the subject, immediately professed to find
fulfilled in his person the signs of the true
Mahdi.

The collapse of rebellion indirectly
tended to strengthen the hands of Ahmed
Suieiman. Most of the troops who were
seut against him believed the real inten-
tion to be their exile to the Soudan as
punishment for fighting under Arabi.
They also thought that England had an-
nexed Egypt and was seeking to conquer
the Soudan at the expense of Egyptian
lives.

All circumstances have combined to
help Ahmed Suleiman, At first the
mountain tribes and inhabitauts generally
of the Soudan refused to place taith in his
divine mission, but by degrees they dis-
covered in him the attributes of the true
Mahdi, and have apparently ended by
convincing themselves and just possibly

[ Ahmed Suleiman himself to boot that he

is the Simon pure,—Daily News.
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FOR THOSE WHO ARE THINKING OF EMIGRATION.

Bro. Jas. U. Robertson, of Liverpool,
in a letter received, says:—*‘Perhaps it
may be well if you would drop the hint in
the Visitor and Christadelphian that all
brethren intending to emigrate to foreign
ports should first ascertain, as far as they
are able, the condition of things at their
objective point, else they may go from bad
to worse in leaving England, with, in
many cases, large families, and find-

ing themselves upon an inhospitable
shore, penniless and friendless, and
almost hopeless as regarding work.

During the past summer we lost some 17
or 18 brethren or sisters, throngh emigra-
tion to Brisbane and Queensland. They
were allured to that destination by plaus-
ible stories of abundant work, good wages,
and cheap living, and by free or assisted
passages in Government chartered ships.
We much fear that our brethren have
made a great mistake in going thither, as
there has lately been published in Liver-
pool papers, letters from emigrants who
had arrived at Brisbane, and they state

that the condition of things there, as
regards employment, is very bad
indeed ; wmuch worse than they had
in England, while tlere is no workhouse
to fall back upon when destitution stares
them in the face. Although some of our
brethren have been in Queensland three
months or more, none of our ecclesia have
heard “from them directly—perhaps be-
cause of their misfortune in emigrating at
all; but we have leard indirectly that
sister Gee died at sea on the 10th October,
at eight o’clock in the morning, and was
committed to the deep at noon of the same
day. She and her husband, brother Gee,
and family sailed in the s.s. Bulimbe
from Plymonth, and she was in very poor
health, indeed, before starting. This isa
sad loss to our esteemed brother Gee, as
she was a helpmate to him in many
ways. The letter which gives this news
states that none of the party except the
writer had succeeded in procuring work in
Brisbane, and that the situation was a
precarious one.”

INTELLIGENCE.

AU intelligence communications must be itn Bivininghane by the 15th of the monih «t the latest.

Intelligence

showld not jorm part of ordinary correspondence, but' should be written on sepurate puper, and murked

““intelligence.”

Use note preper size and write on one side of the paper only.

ink, and write all proper names VERY PLAINLY.

878 Do not use large sheets : write with good

ABERDEEN,

Brother Craigmyle reports the obedience, on
December 15th, of ABRAHAM GARDEN (18), sccond
son of brother Abraham Garden, of Auchmull;
and GENRGE GARDEN (17), eldest son of brother
George Garden, of Milkhurst Toll Farm, Heath-
field, Sussex. The latter was on a visit to Aber-
deen fora few days, and embraced the opportunity
of becoming united to Christ. He desires the
pleasure of a visit from any brethren, on his own
and his parents’ behalf, who may at any time be
passing through Sussex. The ecclesia has lost by

the removal to Forfar of brother and sister
William Cooper and family.

LecTrurEs.——Deceniber 2nd, “ A claimant to the
throne” (brother James Mowatt); 9th, * The
angel’s song” (brother Andrew Marr); 16th,
¢ The city of the great King” (brother J Hender-
son); 23rd, ‘‘Israel’'s hope” (brother James
Mowatt).

AYLESBURY.

Brother M. Wheeler, writing from this place,
December 12th, says :—*‘Since last writing, we
have had the pleasure of a visit from brother
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Asheroft, who lectured here on Thursday, Nov.
29nd. We were all very pleased to see and hear
hitn; but, owing to a variety of causes, the
audience was small. We have also been assisted
by brethren Money, of Wyeombe, and Newitt, of
Thame, who have been here and lectured, on the
aceasion of their visit, on Sunday evening, and
have promised to come again.”

BANWELL.

Bro. Hollier reports, with mueh gratitude, the
immersion of the wife of Lrother ¥. May, which
took place in July last. The truth does not cause
much excitement in this quict Somersetshire
village, but the brethren hold it fast, and rejoice
in the unspeakable glories it unfolds.

BARROW-IN-FURNENS.

We are glad to report that another son of
Adam’s race has rendered obedience to the com-
mand of Christ, by being baptised into his nawme,
Our new Iother is James Marriott, Dlacksmith,
who previously attended the New Conuexion,
He was innnersed on the 6th inst., and reeeived
into fellowship on the Sunday morning following.
We are also pleased to state that brother and
sister Paynter, whe have heen away from us for
about two years, have again been received into
fellowship.—E. BurLer.

BATH.

Bro. Keepence reports the immersion of Mrs.
Emya AnsTry, wife of brother Austey, formerly
neutral. On Oct. 28th, brother D. Clement, of
the Mumbles, leetured to a numerous and most
attentive audience. Addresses are given each
Sunday by various brethren trom a distance,
and there is a weekly distribution of 500 Finger
Posts.

BEITH.
Brother Pettigrew, of Dlasture Hill, Cottage
Dalry, reports, with much gladness, the

obedience of his son, James, who was inersed
on Septewber 22nd.  His age is 18 years, and his
father feels the solace of his company, on the road
to Beith each first day, for the breaking of
bread.

BIRMINGHAM.

Obedience has heen rendered to the trath, by
the following persons, during the last month :-
Joun James Wires (25) 5 Sunarant Coox, for-
merly Church of England ; ANNik THOMPSON (17),
daughter of brotaer Thompson, Sister Lane,
whose immersion was reported last month, was
described  as  daughter of brother fane;
“danghter” ought to have been ““sister.” The
case of John James Witts (inentioned above). is
the case ofn soldier who has Dbeen deeply inter-
ested in the truth for two or three years. Feeling
his profession to he a barrier to his acceptance of
the truth, and being unable to buy himself off, he
earnestly besought God to open his way. This
lias occurred in a wonderful way. His regiment
was under orders to embark for Egypt, to take
Part in the operations against Arabi, At the last
moment, he was dratted out of the regiment to
learn military cooking at Aldershot, and, in six
mqnths, having learnt this business, he became an
officer's servant, in which positionlie is exempted
frorp carrying arins or ammunition, and from
takll[g part in drill.  After breaking bread for
the first time, he was immediately called away,

to his great regret, but hopes to veturn in 12
months. His wife and relations are also interested
in the truth.

Brother Malan hasrettirned to Switzerland. He
is a native of Switzerland, and came to England
seven years ago, in ignorance of the English
language. Coming to Birmingham, lhe received
the truth, and is now desirous of introdueing it
to his kindred at Geneva, and veturns for that
purpose. He has nearly completed a translation
of Twelve Lectnres into the TFreneh tongue (which
is spoken in Switzerland), and intends, at fivst,
holding small honse-mectings, at whieli he wil?
read thesc to his friends.

Brother Charles Smith, jun., has emigrated to
British Colminbia. All the brethren ave semy to
part with him, He will eall at New York on his
way, He goes abroad with regret at having to
leave Birmingham, yet as a very determined
missionary of the truth.

The Ward Hall brethren have proposed to the
Temperance Ilall brethren that they shonld amal-
gamate with the Temperance Hallecelesia. Thelet-
ter making thisproposal saids “In December, 1879,
out of abont 40 that came out of Camypbellism,
25 received the truth, and tormed themselves
into an ecclesia.  We have added to our number
since that time, by immersion into Christ, 36
(the majority of whom weve previously of no re-
Tigions profession). There joined us from the
Temperance Hall, 7; we have had to separate
from 5; left the town, 7; Jett for the Temper-
ance Hall, 21; now ramaining, 36, We have a
Sunday school of about 60 scholars, 5 teachers,
and snperintendent. We have no difficulty in
finance matters, Out of the 86 bretlren and
sisters remaining, 9 or 10 are of mind to join
the Temperance Hall. Under the eircumstances,
we think the wisest cowrse wonld be for us all
to take membership at the Temperance Hall,
and leave you to cousider whether the Ward
Hall should be kept on by you for the sehool
and lectures on Sunday evevings, or whether we
should give three months’ notice.  Our only
object is to work orderly with you till Christ
comes.” It was resolved to comply with the
wishes of the Ward Hall brethren. who will
conunence meeting at the Temperance Hall, on
Sunday, Dec. 30th.  The Ward Hall will be kept
open tor a time, by the Temperance Hall ecclesia,
as an experiment for Sunday School and evening
lecture purposes. '

A peculiarly impressive case of sudden death
has occurred during the month. Sister Minna
Jones, of Mumbles, aged about 24, on a visit to
Birmingham, in apparently perfect health, had
made herself, for several weeks, an object of
interest by her blithosome and interesting and
earnest wavs. In addition to the ordinary meet-
ings, she attendod the Sunday school and the
meeting of the young men’s soctety, to make her-
selt acquainted, as she said, with the way things
were done in Birmingham, with a viewto servic
in Mumbles. On the day after her attendance at
the last-named meeting, she was lying in the
house of sister Wall—dead ! A post mortem ex-
anmination showed that a small ulcer of recen
growth inside the stomach had punctured the wall
of the stomach and caused death, without the
possibility of remedy.-—The suddenness of the
evens and the interest which Minna had excited,
produced a great shock, even in Birmingham —
still more in Mumbles, where she was so well
known. After the post mortem examination, the
body was coffined and conveyed to Mumbles,
where it was interred in the new cemetery, on




INTELLIGENCE.

Chiristadelphian,
Jan. 1, 1884.

[-T]IE

Monday affernoon, by brother Asheroft, who
happened to be visiting,

LECTURES.—December 2, “ The Jews” (brother
Roberts) ; 9, “The Bible True” (brother Roberts) ;
16th, “ Christendonr’s doom” (brother Roberts);
23rd, “Paul’s sublime objurgation concerning
God™ (brother Roberts).

BLACKPOOL.

Weareall making a special effort during the win-
ter months in disseminating the great and precious
traths, revealefl to us in tlie Scriptures, by lec-
tures, and in distributing Finger Posts throughout
the town. We shall divide the town into separate
districts. These we shall canvass thoroughly,
until the whole town has been reached. With
this object before us, we shall require, as a first
supply, 2,000 Finger Posts. Fastened toeach one
will be & narrow slip of paper, giving divections
to persons interested where to apply for further
information, &c. We lave been encouraged by
several interested strangers.

Liectures.—(1), * The kingdom of God;’ (2),
‘ Abraham, and the promises;’ (3), “The ve-
suprection’;  (4), ** Baptism.”-—DAvVID ALLEN.

BRIGHOUSE,

A meeting has been established ab this place,
ander the management of the Elland ecclesia.

LECrures.——November 11th, “The rich man and
Lazarus” (brother Marsden); 18th, ‘The reward
of the righteous™ (brother Marsden) ; 25th, ¢ The
holy ecity, New Jerusalem ” (brother Z. Drake);
December 2nd, “ The Bible teaching concerning
the Devil” (brother Worsnop).

BRISTOL.

On funday, November 4th, we had a visit from
Yirother 1. Bosher, of London, from whom we had
an acceptable exhortation and a very plain «nd
convineing leeture; subject, ¢ The conditions of
salvation for the nineteenth century.” On Sun-
day, Nov. 11th, we had a like favour frou. brother
W. Atkins, of London, who lectured in the even-
ing to a fair audience ; subject, ‘‘Twelve eardinal
points of popular religion, considered and shown
to be contrary to the word of God.” On Wedrnes-
<lay evening, Nov, 21st, we held our half-yearly
tea and social meeting, to which interested triends
are invited, when a goodly number of brethren and
triends sat down to tea, and afterwards over 50
persons were addressed by various brethren upon
different aspects of the truth. Last Sunday
Dec. 2nd) we had another additionin the person of
W. REeD (17), brother in the flesh to brother A.
Reed, formerly neutral. Our attendance Suu-
day evenings still coutinues good, and much
interest is manifested.—T. F. APsSEY.

CARDIFF.

;I have to réport, with muclh’sorrow, the death
of brother Crammer, which occurred under dis-

tressing circumstances, on September 28th,
during a voyage to Bilbao. Brother Crammer

was a seaman on the steamer Lesrecudw, and it
would appear, he had come on deck to do duty in
relieving the watch, when almost immediately,
while he wax leaning against the ladder leading to
the upper deck, a boom broke loose from its
gocket (the weather being very stormy at the
time) and struck brother Crammer causing in-
stantaneous death. We sympathise greatly with
oar sister Crammer in her grief. But while
sorrowing at the loss of our brother we have the
glorious hope of once more meeting him ; and

that shortly, at wlhich time we pray we may be
found worthy of entering into life eternal.—We
made a speeial effort for the advancement of the
truth on November 4th, when brother Shuttle-
worth gave an excellent lecture in the Town Hall
to a very fair audience, subject: ¢ Coming
revolution in religion and politics.” Brother A.
Hough and sister A. Taylor have been united iu
marriage.

LrcTurks.—(Besides the one noticed above)
November 11th, “ The kinglom of God™ (brother
M. Rees); 18th, “ The prophet Daniel”” (brother
Birkenliead); 25th, ““Innmortality” (brother M.
Rees).—G. A. BIRKENHEAD.

CHELTENHAM.

Bro. G. W. Osborne reports recent lectuves de-
livered here as follows :(—Nov. 18, ¢ Salvation in
the 19th century” (bro. Bosher, of Loudon); 25,
“ The kingdom of God” (bro. J. V. Bendall);
Dee. 2, “The words of God wversus the words of
man” (bro. W. Taylor, of Gloucester}; 9, *‘ God’s
oath ” (brocher W. Osborne, of Tewkeshury).

CINDERFORD.

The work lere continues, notwithstanding much
opposition. The lectures are reported as follows @
—Nov. 14, * Absent from the body and present
with the Lord” (bro J. Lander); 18, “ The cer.
tainty of eternal life” (bro. R. Worgan); 28, “‘The
future punishment of the wicked” (bro. W. M.
Beard); Dec. 2, “Christ as a man of war” (bro.
Gilbert, of Birmingham); 9, *“ The house of many
mansions” (bro. J. Lander).

DERBY.

Our ecelesia has sustained another loss, by
the death of our beloved sister Burley, aged 53
years, who fell asleep on Dec. 6th, after a fort-
night’s illness.  Our sister had been in the truth
about s1x years, and the news of her death was a
great shock to us, as we dia not even know that
she was ill. On Dec. 1lth we laid her in the
silent grave, in the presence of a goodly number
of brethren and sisters from both Albert Street
and Derwent Street, in the certain hope of a
resurrection, which, we Dbelieve, will be to lite
eternal. .

Lecrures.—November 11th, ‘- Clrist, and hin
crucitied” (brother Thomas, Birmingham); 18th,
‘ Remarkable dying speeches” (Lrother Reid);
25th, “ Immortality ” (brother Tyler); Dec. 2nd,
*“The destiny of the earth ” (brother Reid); 9th,
“The end of the wicked” (brother H. H. Hors-
wan, Nottingham).—J. CoaTEs.

DUDLEY.

I have the pleasing duty of reporting three
additions to our ecclesia—one by removal, viz.,
sister Clements, who has returned to vs from
the Islington ccclesia, London, and two by
immersion—Jony MiLLs {50), formerly Church
of England, and THoMAs PEarsoN (44), formerly
neutral. These put on Christ in God’s own ap-
pointed way on Wednesday, Nov. 7th, and hoth
are now rejoicing in the hope. During the
sunnner months, our meetings have been fairly
attended. The largest meeting was on May 27th,
when brother Chamberlin lectured on the sub-
ject, “ Why I gave up the Ministry.” We have
had visits from brethren Roberts, Shuttleworth,
and various other brethren from Birmingham
and other ecclesias who, we lope, will continue
their visits. Several others are interested in the
truth, which cheers us and gives us encourage-
ment.
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LECTURES. —Oct. 2Lst, ¢ Salvation of the Jows’
(bo.J. A H reington); 286h, ¢ Melchisedec and
Cluist” (bro. J. Bland); Nov. 4th, “The King-
dom of God” (bro. Taylor: 11th, *“Is there a
God?” (bro. A. B. Davis).—t. HocHaes. (Che
Soreqoinyg w.es omitted last month by wn oversight.—

Ebp).
DUNDEE.

The swinall ecclesia meeting in Hall, 72, Over-
gate, Dandee. are strengthened and encouraged by
the addition of brother and sister Mitchell by ve-
moval from farm work in search of more eon-
geuial employmenst.  Sister Oliphant also has re-
moved to Dundee from Broaghty WFervy, where
she will have better facility tor more frequently
meeting with the brethren.—Jas. MoRTIMER

ELLAND.

Brother Riley veports the addition to the cc-
clesia of Jouy LaMs (45), SusavNa, his wife (42),
and Marv, their daaghter (L7)—all presumably
by immersion.

Lecrures.—November 11th, ““The Promises
made unto the Fathers” (brogher Fivth); 13th,
¢ Jesus Christ and a future life versus Science and
a future life” (brother Worsnop); 23th, ¢ The
authenticity and divinity of the Book ot Daniel ”
(brother D. Drake); December 2ud, “The name
of the Son of God, and the Unitarians ” (biother
Bairstow).

The last two lectires were an attempt to stem
the carrent of intidelity in this neighbourhood.
A “Rev.” Ruddel, of the Unitarian Church here,
has been lectwring to large andiences, on the
¢ Kingaom of God and the Christadelphians,”
and ‘‘The Bible according to the Christadel-
phians.”  He made a liberal use of sarcaswm, and
cousitered the Christadeiphian method of treat-
ing the Scriptures a ¢ hodge-podge ™ system, re-
sorted to by idiots. The district has been well
posted with bills annowncing a lecture by brother
Z. Drake, setting forth the truth in opposition to
the doctrine of the Unitarians.

ELMSWELI, (BURY ST. EDMOND'S).

We made the tirst publie effort on behalf of the
truth in the above village an Sunday last, the 9th
of December, when brother J. H. Diboll 1:etured
-as follows :—Afternvon—‘“ What is the Gospel?
&c.;” evening, “The soul of man : what it is.
What it is not ;" and again on Monday evening,
subject—*The seeond cowing of Christ.” Qur
hall, which is capable of seating nearly 100, was
comfortably full, in spice of the inclemeney of the
weather.  Throughout, the attention of the
-audience was good ; indeed, quite exemplary. At
the'close of the lecture upon * the soul,” a lead-
ing member of the Plymouth Brethren sect (who
had elosed their mesting room to come and hear
us) rose, and in measured tones warned the
audienceagainst our teaching, sayinghe would take
them to record this day,  that lie was pure from
the bleod of all men, and to beware of those who
had ehanged the truth of God into a lie. A few
‘questions followed, which were easily dealt with
Ly brother Diboll. ~ At the close of the Monday
evening lecture, some questions were raised by
others of the same sect (who are strong in this
place), but apparently only with the result of
needlessly exposing their ~gross ignorance of
Biblical ‘subjects.— While writing this, a poor
womnan who heard all the lectures, says great ex-
-citement still exists about the strange doctrines,
-and that many of our neighbours are indignant
with us, and that sueh preachi:g ought to be put

© fully 300 present.

a stop to. She replied, what she heard wasall
out of the Bible, but if it had been Miss Watts (a
female preacher heve), it would have gone down
quite easy. I question it, as her audiences are
always prepared for smooth thiugs, in which we
may safely assumne they ave seidom if ever disap-
pointed. We hope to follow up the effort, kuow-
ing the issueis with Him who will not allow His
word to retwrn unto Him void. May it be ours
faithfully to discharge the duty which the trath
enjoins on all who know and love it.—J. H.
NEWSON.

GLASGOW,

Smee last reporf, the following have been
added to our number, by baptism, viz., on the
17¢h November, THoMas McMrcHAN (22), joiner,
residing in Dumbarton, but who will meet with
ws occasionally ; on the 2nd December, DoNaLD
Urquuarr, joiner, and hLis wife, CATHERINE
Urquuart, both belonging to the Free Charch,
Scotland ; and on December 9th, CHARLES
KerrLe (28), ship earpenter, among the Plymouth
Brethren.  We have, however, lost, by removal,
brother and sister Lang, to Newcastle, and
brother and sister Speirs, to Shetfield, employ-
ment having sent them thither. The remaining
two lectures, by brother Chawmberlin, mentioned
below, were somewhat better attended than the
tirst two, especially the last, a most un-
nsual thing, there being, we should think
At the last (Sunday) lecture
there were quite a number ot brethren and sisters
from Edinburgh, and other places present.

Lecrures.—November 13th, ““'The return of
Christ to the earth to establish the kingdom of
God, in the lanl of promise, and to introduce an
age of purity, peace, aud plenty;” 18th, *‘The
Cross ot Christ, according to the Scriptures™
(both by brother Chamberlin); 25th, *“ The false
and the true, in relation to wan’s nature”
(brother Thomas Nisbet); December 2nd,
* Baptism ; its mode and necessity” (brother
James Nisbet); 9th, ‘“Thon shalt be recompensed
at the resurrection of the just” (brother D.
Campbell). —JoHN LEAsK.

GLOUCESTER.

Our lecturex for last month, were as follows :—
Nov. 18, brother Audrews, of Birmingham, on
“Thedevil.” (This was about the most numer-
ously-attended meeting we have had at our
meeting-room). Nov. 25, “The words of God and
of man” (brother Taylor) ; Dec. 2, “Jesus as a
Priest” (brother Oftter, of Cheltenhawm); Deec. 9,
“The beanty of the Christianity of the Bible”
(brother Taylor).—A. H. RoGERS.

GREENOCK.

Referring to the intelligence appearing last
month from this place, Augus McMillan, on be-
hudf of himself and those with him, eunies having
de arted from the faith, and alleges the report to
be * the last resort of bad feeling.” Also, thatan
attempt was made, by those who now meet else-
where, to use the law contrary to apostolic pre-
cept, to dispossess them of the hall.  We publish
this disclaimer, and leave the matter, without
knowing how it actually stands.

HALIFAX.

Brother W. H. Skelton (41, Northgate) reports
the formation heve of a Mutual Improvement
Society, under the presidency of brother W,
Gibbs, for the benelit of young brethren and
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others.
was by scme oversight omitted.

Lecrurks.—Oct, 14th, ““Is immortality a birth-
right or agitt? Do nen obtain it through Adam
or by Christ?” (brother W. Cundall); 21st, “ A
faithful saying : Jesus Christ came into the world
to save sinners” (brother R. Dyson); 28th,
“The promises made unto the fathers, Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and what they relate
to” (brother C. Firth); November 4th, “Thd
truthfulness of the Bible, and the purpose
of God visible in the present condition of the
Turkisk Ewpire ” (brother J. Briggs) ; 11th, “The
inheritance of therighteous, where is it, and what
is it !” (brother J. Brawmley): 8th, “Why did the
blood of Jesus speak better things than that of
Abel 7’ (brother R. Smith); 25th, ¢ The true
Christian hope " (brother G. Waite) ; “A glance
at the book of Daniel” (brother G. Waite) ; Dec.
2nd, “The preaching of the Cross, nullified by
orthodox tradition ” (brother W. Thomas); 9th,
“The devil ”"(brother W, Cundall). The lectures
continue to be well attended.

HEATHFIELD (SUSSEX).
(See erdeen. )
HEGTE WY CONDBE,

The trutl here, acconiing {o bro. Money’s re-
port, has been passing through a thue of trial, one
or two of jts professed friends having proved un-
faithful to its principles. Two, however, have
Deen recently inducted into the saving name, viz.,
HeNrY Hitonmax and Joux Erwesr GaRrvEr,
both formerly neutral.  The latter has heen sue-
cessful in bringing into the Londs of the covenant
Amos PrINCE, who was Jately immersed at Ayles-
bury. A visit from ro. Asheroft gave greatpleasure
and encouragementto the hretliven. On Nov.20and
21 he delivered two very powerful and convineing
lectures in the Town Hall, and upon some wminds
these lectures have made a deep impression.  On
Sept. 3 bro. Money visited sister Rule at Gerrard’s
Cross, Bucks, and was gratitied to find that the
truth has power to sustain in long years of entire
isolation, u sister who is physically weak., She
would be glad of a tew lines thirough the post
from any earnest and spiritually-minded sister.

A controversy on *“ The Bible in the Church ”
has excited much interest in the town. DBrother
Money obtained insertion of an interesting letter
on the subject in the local newspajer.

IRVINE.

Brother Mitchell reports the immersion of Joux
ARBUCKLE (36), formerly nentral, on Dee. 8. Bro.
Campbell, of Glasgow, lias been lecturing hiere to
a crowded audience, on ¢ Reswrection ; its
necessity to a future life.”

KIDDERMINSTER.
(See Stourport),

Brother Richards, whose removal to Birming-
ham I reportéd only last month, has returned to
Kidderminster ; business prospects were not good
for him in younr large town.

Lecrures.—November 18th, ‘“ Jesus Christ and
him erucified ” (brother Thomas, of Birmingham);
25th, ¢ Samples of orthodox utterances concern-
ing hell, &ec.” (brother J. Bland) ; December 2nd,
‘ Bubstitution versus representation” (brother
Collins, of Birmingham}; 9th, ** What think ye of
Christ ? Does it matter 7’ (brother J. Barker). An
address was also given by the writer on Thursday
evening, November 15th, on “ The Jordan Valley
canal scheme.”—J. BLanD

Intelligence sent last month, as tollows, *

LEEDS.

We have sustained another loss by the emigra-
tion of brother and sister Cowperthbwaite, wlho
sailed from London for New Zealand on Novem-
ber 30th, where they hope to sueceed better than
they bave done in this country, and to have im-
proved health, the climate being more suitable
for them than the English. They sailedin the 8.8.
Aovangi whicl will proceed by the Cape of Good
Hope(notin the British Kingasoriginally intended).
We have been deprived of the services of one of
our lecturers for several wecks. Brother Mitchell
fell from a ladder, aml distocated his shoulder,
which sonfined him to the honse, and kept him
from the mectings for five Sundays, but he is now
sufficiently recovered, Tam glad tosay, to assemble
once more with the brethiren, and take his
part in speaking. This has eompelled us to seck
the aid of brethren from other towns for the
lectures in Novelmber and December, as we did
not know how loug he might be laid up. Wehope
shortly to have onr number increased, as semne
have applied for immersion.

LucrUres.—November 18th, ¢ The return of the
Jews to the Land of Promise” (brother Philpotts) ;.
25th, < The city whicli hath foundations, whose
Dboilder and ruler is God” (brother Andrew):
December 2nd, “The mystery of the gospel”
(brother Turner); 9th, “ Was the kingdom of Goid
set up on the day of Penteeost?” (brother An-
drew).—W. . ANLREW,

LEICESTER.

Brother Sadler was ervoncously mentioned, in
the November Christadelphicn, as having given
up the Bible. That is not strietly eorrect, bnt he
has renounced the faith, which is nearly as bad.
We have lost another, by the removal of bro, Her-
bert Collyer, who now 1weets with the Westin-

a.

s.—Nov. 18, “The Bible: how to in-
terpret i {brother Asheroft) 5 25, ¢ Horrible
Loundon ; the Kingdom ot God the only cure tor
present evils” (brother Dixon); Dee. 2, ¢ Coming
revolution in religion and politics ” (brother
Shuttleworth); 9, ‘“The Bille doctrine concerning
the forgiveness of sins” (brother Gamble); 16,
“ Christendom astray” (brother Weston).--J. W.
GAMBLE.

LIVERPOOL.

There has been one inmmersion since the date
of the last report, namely, on the 7th December,
when Mrs. Stusax SreprensoN, wife of brother
Alfred Stepheuson, was baptised into the saving
Name. Our number has been dim nished during
the same period by the emigration of brother
John E. Eskrigge to Queensland, and the re-
moval of brother F. D. Parry to Hereford,

LEectures.—Nov. 18th, ““ What is Truth™ (bro.
F. R. Shuttleworth); 25th, * What we may learm
in the Psalms concerning Christ” (bro. 8. A
Garside); Dec. 2nd, “ Lutheranism” (bro. Ry
Asheroft); Dee. 9th, ““The true Devil” (bro, J
U. Robertson).—Hy. CoLLENS.

LLANELLY.

Brother Green reports the burial in water o1
of Mary, his daughter, and Nir. and Mrs, Woop-
Sister Lloyd’s father and mother. They hav
Lieen attentive hearers of the lectures from thef
commencement. A young man also applies fo
imniersion. The audiences still remain numerx
ouns, and many are wmnch interested. Cireum
stances have led to the removal of some of th
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bHrethren to other places, and their loss is de-
ploved.  Among these are bro. and  sister
Jolnson, who have left for Swansea. lbrother
and sister Sweet have gone to New Tredgar,
avhere they are alone. They hope to meet ocea-
sionally witin the brethren at Abergavenny, or
Cardift. ———
LONDON.

NortH LoNDON.—(Sundiys, Wellington Hall,
Wellington Street, Islington, 11 aan. and 7 pon;
iVednesduys and Fridays, § p.m.—Brother Owler
yeports that on the 2ist November Mrs Avwik
Sroxes, tormerly Church of England, was in-
dueted into Christ in the appointed way. Bro.
Hanssen (sailmaker), has left on a voyage to
Adelaide, and brother Roberts (Kngineer), has left
for China. Sister Sophia Trimby and sister Butt
liave come to London from Frome, and sister H.
Clements has left for Dudley. The lectures at
Bow are being attended faivly well,
vris (Wellington  Hall). —Dee. 2, “‘The
preaching and singing of Moody and Sankey”
(brotherJ. J. Andrew); 9, ‘¢ Another reformation”
(brother H. H. Horsman); 16, ““The spiric of
prophecy ” (bro. T, Bosher); 23, “The seeond
coming of the Lord” (brother W. Atkins); 30,
“Phe Holy Land” (brother W. Owler).

Bow.—Dec. 2, “Rise and tall of the papacy”
(brothier Sannders); 9, ““ The new covenant” (bro.
Hutchinson); 16, “The second eoming of the Lord”
(brother Atkinsy; 23, * Who are the Christadel-
phians?” (brother B. Jaunaway); 30, ‘Do the
dead really die?” (brother . F. Clements).

WestMINSTER EccLrsta.~—(Welcooke's Asse nbly
Looms. Westininster Bridge Road, Sundays 11 ¢,
wd 7 pow. Thursdiys, 8 pum.)—Bro. Frank G.
Jannaway veports the following further additions:
Nov. 18, Mrs. ELizaseTH CUMBERBATCH, formerly
connected with the ¢ Brethren.” November,
25th, Miss Eowen Mary Locke (32), com-
panion  to the former, also formerly con-
nected  with the ¢ Brethren.” Also, on the
wsame date, Mrs. Eminy BrawN (45), foruerly
Renunciationist. We have also had other addi-
tions through through the removal of brethren
and sisters from other ecclesias,

Lecrurrs.—Dec. 2nd, “ What must I do to Le
saved ¥’ (bro. A. Januaway); 9th, “God and
Man " (bro. Dunn); 16th, ¢ The Atonement ” (bro.
A. Andrews) ; 23rd, ““ Revivalism ” (bro. H. Hors-
man). _

Furuasar.—Bro, Marshall repovts that the Sunday
evening lectures continue to be well attended, and
to excite a fair amounnt of interest, many of the
visitors being regular attendants, and show con-
siderable earnestness.

Lecrures.—Nov.  4th, “God’s Land” (bro.
Hutchison) ; Nov. 11th, “ The future King ” (bro.
Marshall) ; Nov. 18th, ¢ Two divine requirements
indispensable to salvation” (bro. Thirtle); Nov.
25¢h, “The Trinity” (bro. Dunn).—H. E. Mag-

SHALL.
MANSFIELD.

Brother Allsopp regorts the obedience of Mrs.
EMMA Evans, who put on the sin-covering name
in the appointed way on Oct. 30th, and was
<ordially welcomed by the brethren at the Lord’s
Table on the following first day.

NEATH.

Brother Gregory rveports the removal of Sister
Ceeilia Thomas to L-ndon (Islington), and Sister
Jeunie Thowas to Newport, Mon. The ecclesia
ere receives occasional visits from the Mumbles

|

'
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Drethren, and on Dec. 6th Brother Chamberlin
delivered a lecture to an attentive audience.
Such visits are innch appreciated, and the
brethiven would be glad to have oceasional help
of this kind by such as may he passing through
the town, and can effectively present the truth

to the alien.
NOTTINGHAM.

We have an addition to our number, by the re-
moval of sister Goodall from Castle Dounington ;
and on December 9th, Hanwan Saaw (40), after
giving evidence of an intelligent belicf of the
truth, put on the sin-covering name of Christ, in
the appointed way. she was formerly a Baptist,
but has Leen earnestly searching into the truth
for seveval years past. It appears we have ueg-
leeted to report the inmersion of HanNaH CLARK
(70). She was baptised Jnly 16th. Sister Clark
1s the mother of sister Booth (late of Pilsley).

Lecruris.—Nov, 4, ¢ Is the Christian hope of
to-day the hope ot early believers ?” (bro. Sulley);
11, “The blessing of Abraham confered on Gen-
tiles through Jesus Clrist” (brother Ashcrott);
18, ““ Wise unto salvation ; what hus wisdom to
do  with salvation?” (brother Richards); 23,
“What is truth?’ (brother Shuttleworth).—J.
KirKLAND.

The bretbren have adopted the following notice
label to Le gummed on hymn hooks lent to
strangers :—* Norice.—It is  writben,—This is
lite esernal, that they might know Thee, the
only true God, and Jesus Cheist, whou shoun hast
sent’ (John xvil. 3).—Also, that Jesus is now
the Mediator and High Priest over bis own house;
and that none can cone unto the Father but by
him (Heb. iil. 6; iv. 14-16; 1 Tim. ii. 5; John
xiv. 6).—Therefore, this hymu book is lent, not
as an invitation to preise dod, but in the hope
that the Seripturalness of the hymns and an-
thems may attract your attention and incite you
to scarcl and see whether the things ativined are
50, and lead youn to become covenautly related to
God, in orler that you may aceeptably approach
him through his well-beloved Son, Jesus Christ.”

PETERBORO'.

Ricaarp OvertTON (17), previously neutral,
was baptised into Christ Dec. 4th. ‘This case of
obedicnee gives e great pleasure because he is
a fellow-servant in business, and now also in
Christ Jesus.—T. Royex.

SHEFFIELD.

I have to report the obedience of WiLLiaM
ORrRWIN (25), grocer, formerly of the United
Methodist Free Church.  Brother Orwin has been
a diligent searcher about four months, and, after
witnessing a gooll confession of the one taith, was
immersed into the saving name of Christ, Novem-
ber 20th, and rejoices much in his change of re-
lationship. I have also. to report a further
addition to our numbers of late, by the remnoval
of sister Robinson from Hucknall ; brother and
sister Moor, from London, late of Manchester;
brother Jackson, from Grantham ; also brother
and sister Spiers, from Glasgow.—JosePH BOLER.

STOURPORT.

This, I think, is the first time the name of
Stourport has appeared in the Christedelphion, at
the hiead of any operations garried on in that
town. It is—as many of your readers are aware—
a small town about four miles from Kiddermin-
ster,  One brother (brother Darkes)and his sister
wife resides there, and Lreak bread together, not
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being connected with any ecelesia. No publie
eftort has— as far as we are aware—ever been put
forth hitherto on behalf of the trutl, but the
Kidderminster ecclesia thought some good soil
existed in which night be planted the good seed
of the Kingdow of God, so they resolved to tiy a
lecture i the place. This having been resolved
upon, the Young Men's Association undertook to
provide the means for a second lecture, and, to
make the effort more successful still, a hrother——
well-kuown for his generosity—in our wmidst,
oftered to hiear the expenses of a third. The ser-
vices of brethhen Asheroft, Chamberling  and
Roberts were put into requisition, the place pla-
carded, and handbills and tracts well distributed.
The meetings were to be held on Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday evenings, November 19th, 20th,
and 21st. The first night weliad a great disappoint-
ment, for a telegram arrived, uot long before the
time stating that brother Asheroft was unwell,
and requesting the writer to take his place.
There was no help for it, and though exceedingly
unwell myself, I had to go. The tirst night the
subject was ‘“The innnortality of the sonl a
myth ;7 second, “ Who are the Christadelphians 3
and third, ¢ Why we expeet Christ scon.”  There
was an excellent attendance each evening, the
audience increasing each night.  The inhabitants
were quite ronsed up from  their theolugical
slumbers.  Fach night brought on sone discus-
siem, and the thivd 1ight—alter listening most
attentively 1o lvother Roberts's leeture—the pent-
up passions ot a considerable portion of the
audience burst forth.  One exceedingly ignorant
old man wade himself ridiculous in the eyes of
the thoughtfw’ portion of the audience, He was
a Primitive Methodist, and dearly clung to the
“fire and ULrimstone” belief. The **Rieh man
and Lazarus’ was evidently a favourite portion of
the word with lim. He declared he would “preach
hell and danmation to the lot of us,” and lie was
well nigh hrepressible,  There were evidently
many of the * Las sort” present, who even
resorted to threats towards some of the brathren,
Well, we believe, notwithstanding all this, that
good has been doile, and the matter las not
ended  yet. The Baptist preacher attended
the whole of the lectures, and has commenced
aseries of four sermons in veply. These are being
duly reported. The first, on the mmortality of the
Soul, is a most tae aftair, containing a consider-
able amount of misrepresentation. We have re-
solved to give four lectures in reply, the first and
second weeks in Jannary. The man is evidently
not so disereet as the occupants of the pulpit
generally are  He thinks, perbaps, that he will
snuff us ont.  He might as well try to mop up the
ocean. The result, of course, must be left with
God, but we are hopetul, very hopetul, thut some
good will result trom our united efiorts, for in the
next effosf we shall have the financial support of
the Bewitey brethiren, and also the brother at
Stourport.—J. Braxp,

STRATHERN,

Brother Wilson says that he and his sister wife
have been here for 18 months, during which time
they have tried hard, by Finger Post distribution
and other means, ‘to awaken an interest in the
truth among their neighbows. No success, as
yet, has rewarded their efforts. Noah, however,
Jaboured much longer, with not more enconraging
results. As brother Wilson remarks—* We kiow
that all whom God has given unto the »on will
eome unto him, and it is onr duty, as those who
lhave heard, to say * Come.”

SWANWICK.

Brother Draycott reports the following immer-
sions :—Tom Tace: (26), late secretary among the
Campbellites at Riddings 5 JaMmrs CanT (22), also
ofthe same community ; and MARY PARKER (31,
wife of brother Parker, formerly neutral.

SWANSEA.

During the past month our lectures have been
as follows .—Nov. 1Sth, ““'The hope of Israel”
(brother Winstone); 25th, “Kternallife” (brother
Goldie) ; Dec. ond, “ How shall we escape””
(brother Winstone); 9h, ** The rise and growth
of theological tradition” (Lrother Chamberlin);
10th, “The character of Christ. An unanswerabie
argument for the truth of Revelation” (brother
Chamberlin). The lectures by brother Chamberlin
were highly appreciated by the Irethren, but the
atrendance of the alien was not large, probably
owing to the very unfavourable weather.—TromMas
RANDLES.

TODMORDEN.

The truth is progressing in this place, and great
excitement prevails. One “rov.” @ ntieman h:?s
preached a sermon against us. He took as hix
subjeet,  Christadelphianism evitically exam-
ined,” and abtmsed us inthe strongest language.
It has proved to be for the frutherance of the
trath, which has been thus prominently before
the public. Several of the brethren have written
to the local paypers, including brothers D, Hand-
ley, Malden; Z. Drake, Elland; and G. Kendal,
Hudderstield. Our lectures are well-atfended,
the room being full nearly every Sunday. Several
are interested, some, we hope, will shortly render
obedience to the trath.

Lrctures.—~Nov. 18, “ Baptism, its form and
force ” (brother Bairstow, Elland): 25, ‘Jesus
Christ as a prophet, priest, and king” (brother
Drake, Huddersfield); Dec. 2, “ How long will
Palestine be oceupied by the Turk, and who will
be the ultimate possessors of the Jand 2 (brother
Cundall, Halifax); 9, “The reward of the right-
eous, wheve ig it. and what is it 7 (brother Bram-
ley, Halifax).—C. W. Lorp.

AUSTRALIA.

Brispaniz.—Brother Mitchell, writing from this
place, October 10th, reports the withdrawal of
the brethren from several whom the brethren
found t> be in sympathy with Dowieism, and
given to raillery against the prominent friends of
the truth in its purity. The brethren, who ré-
eently emigrated to Brisbane from Leicester. Eng-
land, have reached their destination. Others
from other parts have heen detained on board the
vessel in which they sailed, in ecnsequence of the
quarantine restrictions imposed on the discovery
that there were 30 cases of fever among the pas-
sengers. No fewer than 18 deaths have occurred
on board.

SvpNEY.—Since last writing, we have had the
pleasure of immersing into the sin-covering name
—September 13th, Susan BEAUMONT (44), for-
merly Baptist; September 21st, EMiLy BurLer
(26), and_October 5th, SAMUEL SEAWARD (28),
and his wife, GERTRUDY. (22). Wealso report with,
sorrow, that we have found it necessary to with
araw front brother R. Tuuniclitte, We continue
to maintain onr testimony in Sunday evening lec-
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tures at the Tenperance Hall, Pitt Street, which
we have taken tor another year. We desire also
to state that, at ourannual neeting a few days
ago, brother W. M. Bayliss wax clected secretary
tor the ensuing year.—J. J. BAwKINS,

CANADA.

ToroNto.- -Brother Ross reports the immersion
of Buaene Doxovan, printer, formerly Roman
Catholic (hnsband of Sister Donovan), on Nov.
18th. He is the eighth who has been adderd to
the ecclesia this year by baptism. This is felt to
Pe an encouwragement to the brethren after the
long perivd that has passed without any apparent
fruit of their labour. Bro. Grover has remmoved
heye from Saratoga, U.8., and Sister Edwards has
returned trom London, Eng., and Brother Ford
from Winnepey, Manitoba, Sister Ioultis again
unable through illness to attend the meetings.
Brother Ross adds: “The Eeelesiel Guide has
just arrived, and I think it excellent. It covers
a good deal of our own experience here, and if
followed in the Spirit ot Chirist will obviate many
troubles.” The week-night meetings for mutnal
editication have been reswmed. They are held on
Wednesday, and the attendance so far has been
gratifying.

Harirax, N.8 —Brother Mitchell reports the
obedience on Swmday, June 17th, of Mr. FraNk
Morcast, formerty Episcopalian ;and on Sunday,
October 14th, of Mr. W. Browy, formerly Pres-
Lyterian.  These two brethren greatly rejoice in
the step they have taken, and are now striving to
make their calling and: election sure. Much joy
was experienced by the brethren last summer
from a visit of brother Gunn, of Walkerton, Ont.,
and sister Jardine, of St. Johm, N.B. It was felt
to be a great privilege to have the company of
such a faithful and worthy brother and sister,
and fo receive their words of cowfort and cheer.
Brother Guann delivered some excellent addresses,
from which it is hoped good will yet result.

NEW ZBEALAND.

Duxepin.—Brother Holmes announces the
obedience of Mrs. Janxer B. ALLEN (41), for-
merly Episcopalian : also ihat of her daughter,
Maroret M. Reip (19).  Their acquaintance with
the wruth was bronght about mainly by the
efforts of sister Roslyn. The brethren have felt
compelled in sorrow to withdraw from Robers J.
Atkins, for constaut negleet of the table. This
step has heen taken after repeated remounstrances,
which nnhappily have proved of no avail. *“ Free
thonght”  ideas, it transpires, have been the
means of his corrnption.

UNITED STATES.

Jersky Crry.—I would inform you of the im-
mersion of the following persons, viz. :—Mrs.
Aanes Gonrrey (formerly Preshyterian), of Lows-
ville, Kentucky 5 and Mr, and_Mrs. MiLLER (for-
merly Baptist), of Newark, N.J. Mrs. Godfrey
came North on a visit, and while in this vicinity
found the residence of sister Lasius, who informeil
the examining brethven of the desire of Mrs,

odfrey for immersion, Having in two interviews
witnessed to a good confession, she was duly im-
mersedon Sanday, Oct. 14, her prayer asshe weng

down into the water being, “ Jesus help me.” It
those who profess the trath only knew how mueh
tronble and anxiety was occasioned by an im-
pertect system of teaching, when the alien are
being enlightened, they would be much more
careful, and not allow the pernicious teaching of
“zion’s Watch Tower” and the “ Lamp” to he
placed before the earnest secker after truth. Mrs
Godtrey’s case (as developed by our examination)
is a case in point.  Mr. and Mrs. Miller were
soundly enlightened by our brother Mortie
Robinson, of Tottenville, 8.J. Mr. Miller saiil
that when he tirst heard brother Robinsor,
he thought it the worst teaching he had
ever listened to. His wife, who was a Sun-
day School teacher, determined to “study the
Bible for the purpose of overthrowing the argn-
wments of welve Lectures, &c. The result beirz
their indnction into Jesus’s sin-covering uname
November 4th. Mr. Miller sent a friend to the
minister of the chureh with which he was con-
nected, stating his change of views, and the
“Rev.” replied that he had at one time been very
nearly entrapped with something of the same sort,
and the best thing to do, was to let Mr., Miller
alone, becanse the more you opposed that belief,
the more a man would be convinced of its truth.
This, in substance, is the way this clerical gen-
tleman et the issue.-—We were saddened by the
death of sister Jennie Carston, on Mouday, Oct.
20th, at 1 o'clock a.m., after a lingering sickness of
many months with consumption. The funerak
serviee was held on Tuesday evening, brother ¢\
Vreedenburgh offering Serviptural consolation to
the many sorrowing ones assembled. The next
day onr sister was laid away, t0 await the coming
of him who is the resurrection and the life. That
that day may find us ready is our humble prayer
through Christ our Lord. On behalf of the ec-
clesia, Grorar T. WASHBURNE,”

Writing again later, bro. Washburne reports «
visit from bro, Dr. Reeves, of Springtield, Ohio,
on Sunday, Nov. 18, on which oceasion he favour-
ed us with one of those timely, exhortatory ad-
s which are so beneficial to the body of

ist in this day of Gentile darkness. e ad-
vised the brethren to ‘“ hold fast the faith in its
purity, not giving way for a momeut to those who
insiduonsly present theories notin harmony with
the forin of sound words which have been de-
livered ux; arguing that thesmall wheel of a watch
was just as essentially necessary to the perfect
keeping of time as a large wheel ; and urging us
to defend the truth in its parity against all who
would corrupt it with the thinkings of the fleshly
mind. God grant that all may heed the exhorta-
tion of our worthy brother. Ou the following
Sunday (Nov. 25), bro. Reeves again gave us a
call, this tilne to lecture for the benetit of those
wun know not God. Two lectures were given,
subject: *The crownsand thrones of the ages, past
and future.” The lectures were poorly attended
by the alien, although we did what we could by
way of advertising, both with small bills, and
through the daily paper. Oh, why is it that here,
where Dr. Thomas laboured so many years, ex-
pemding b th time and money, in the public pro-
clamation of Goit’s truth, so few can be feund who.
have ears to hear? Is it because * New York and
vieinity is theescape valve of European rascality,”
and that, although the light does shine in this sec-
tion of the earth, the intense darkness compre-
hends it not? Our experience proves the truth
of your assertion, quoted above. However, don’t
let this interfere with your visit, when you come
to America. We will do what we can to make up»
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for the TMek ﬂf,gypreciation of “those who are
without.,” On Monday (Nov. 26, a Gentile ‘“‘holy-
day ") we gathered at the house of brother C.
Vredenburgh, and, in company with brethren
Reeves and Wi, Brittle, of 8t. Nicholas, Pa.,
pasged the time in conversation on the rich things
of the Spirit, in thanksgiving and praise, thus
making the day one of those seasons, which help
o qualify for the saints’ inheritance in light.

JERsEY Crry, N.J. —Sister Seaich regrets that
a false impresgion as to her circumstances was
-created Dy the ‘“Intelligence” which appeared
in a recent number of the (ristadelphiaon. Somne
Dbrethren have concluded that she was in need,
which has never been the case.

PryvmoutH, MicH.—Brother Hudson reports
‘that, on Aug. 5th, he assisted iu the required
obedience of a young man whose nate is Frang
CHART, who originally came from Canada to this
place, and some few days after his imwmersim
returned to his parents in Doon, Ont., where he
v;;as stricken down by the last enemy on Nov.
“8th.

VarLey Spriva, Tex.—DBrother Magill reports
‘the return to fellowship of brethren P. D.
Beacham and F. A, Gerdes, after a proper under-
-standing on both sides.

Watereoo (Iowa).—The public discussion an-
nounced in the QctoLer namber of Chyistndelphian
-duly took place, between brother Williums and a
«Campbellite minister, with the usual result of a

. writeroftheinterestingletter from Mas

tricauph for the truth ; the Sword of the Spirit
being beautifully and skiltully wielded by our
brother, mueh toour edification and joy. Although
inclement weather prevailed nearly every night,
the cold being inteuse, the larce Hall was well
tilled, and many hearevs came from long distances.
The general verdict of the andience is that the
Christadelphians had the best of it, and many of
the Campbellites themselves were dissatistied with
their champion. We pray the e will bear
fruit. It was our pleasure to receive oune Camp-
bellite into fellowship, on Nov. 4th, after being
dulyexamined and baptised, CHARLES 3. ALLEN,the
er, Kansas,
in the November issue.  Our new brotier at first
contemplated going to Texas, believing that to be
the nearest place where thiere was an ecelesia, but
seeing announcement of debate at Waterloo, he
came here instead, a distance of nearly 700 miles.
Our sonls were rejoiced to hear him speak in ex-
hortation on the Sunday morning ; hie impressed
us as being one who would not be likely to hide
his light under a bushel; God forbil; there is
work for the humblest of s to do fu our Master’s
canse., In the evening, brother Allen also de-
livered a publie lecture.  We were favoured with
the presence of seversl brethven and ers from
other places.  The lectire on Sunday, November
11th, being divided between brother Paul, of
Osage, and brother Leigh, ot Davenpurt.—HENRY
Pyu.

THE EDITOR'S PROPOSED VISIT TO AMERICA.

J. W. B. axp OTHERs.—We were not aware that
+this proposal was in coliision wich a new attempt
to get brother Asheroft to the American side of
the Atlantic. We consulted him on this very
peint before signifying our willingness to conply
with the wishes of correspondents, informing him
that if there were any project or immediate pros-
pect affecting himself, we shoull not encourage
the propesal to have the Editor on a visit, He
‘said there was no such obstacle, and strongly
urged the Editor to go.  On the whole, it may be
well perhaps to adhere to the position. The
-collision may not be a wmisfortune. Our judg-
ment cannot go with the proposal to take brother
Asheroft from his present secure position, and
expose him to the uncertainties and perils of an
.arrangement, however promising, which contaius
the seed of instability, and worse. The beginning
would be very well ; but we must * in everything
consider the end.” A visit would be another
thing. We have no power to prevent the arrange-
ment, nor wish to do so if brother Asheroft and the
American brethren agree ; but we cannot sympa-
thise with it, and God seemsto be fightiug against
it. It is not, as you surmise, a case of affection
interfering with judgment on our’ part, but
a case of judgment interfering with what
there would be some reasons for saying Amen to.
At all events, it looks as if the project must

De deferred for a’time, if not altogether aban-
doned.

It remains with the brethren generally to say
whether the desired visit of the Editor take place
or not. It depends, as indicated last month, upon
the question of means; and this will best be
settled by the brethren in various Awerican local-
ties writing to the Editor, and letting him know
to what extent he can rely on their co-operation.
The reasons that led us to decline the proposal
betore time, exist still, but other considerations
have cotne into play. The Editor is not unwell:
but he has been very hard worked for a long time,
and might be benefited by the proposed visit.
Sister Roberts has been qnite unwell for a while,
and it would probably set her up, to comply with
thie wish that has been expressed that she should
accompany. Some things we ~hould have to let
slide with resignation, in the hope that nothing
would go much amiss—but, of course, the way
may not be open. The American brethren may
say with one voice, ““ Brother Asheroft! brother
Ashieroft I’ and brother Asheroft may say, * Here
Tamn.,” Ifso, the will of the Lord be done. There
will be nothing amiss, and the Editor will sitaply
dismiss the dawning idea of an American trip,
and resume the treadmill in patient continuance
“until the coming of the Lord.”



e (Jesus) that swnetifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Futher)
‘Por which cause he i3 not ashamed to call them pRETHREN.”—(HeD. ii 11.)

““For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the munifestation of THE
30Ns oF Gob.”—(Rom. vii. 19.}

DR. THOMAS AND BIBLE CHRONOLOGY.

The Dr. thus speaks in 1852 :—*“Qur attention was called to the chronology
of the Bible, more particularly than is usual, by a table published by the cele-
brated William Miller, in the Boston Midnright Cry, wherein the editor
stated on his behalf, that it would be an argument against his view of the
prophetic periods, if it could be proved that the world was only 5,846 years
old. Now, in 1843, we were so thoroughly convinced that Mr. Miller, then
in the full tide of his popularity, had mistaken the whole matter, that we
were glad to find he had narrowed down the defence of his theory to a ques-
tion of chronology ; so that if proved incorrect in that, he was convieted,
according to his own admission, of error in his prophetic computations.

“ There was, therefore, no -occasion to take up his points seriatim, but
simply to address ourselves to- the examination of his Bible Chronology
from Adam to Christ ; and to see if his statement were correct, that from
the Creation to Christ were 4,157 years, and that the world was 6000 years
old in 1843. We found that it was only 4,086 years and 9 months, at the
birth of Christ, varying 7 years and 9 months only from the computation of
the Chinese Jews, who make it 4,079 ; 4,122 at the .Crucifixion; and no
more than 5,933 years and 5 months old in 1843, at Christmas time, leaving
then 66 years 7 months to complete the 6000. In 1844, a few months after
the article was written, we published our conclusions, with the arguments
and proofs, in the first volume of the Herald of the Future Age, not now in
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print. 'We invited examination, and
refutation if possible. But our Mil-
lerite friends took no notice.

“ But Mr. Miller was not the only
Bible Chronologist at fault in his
computations.  Archbishop Usher,
the standard authority,; and all others
we have seen, are more or less out of
the way.

(One of the stumbling blocks is)
“1 Kings vi. 1, which reads thus:
And it was in eighty years and four
hundred years, with respect to the
coming out of the children of Israel
from the land #f Egypt; in the
fourth year, in the month of Zif,
which is the second month, with
respect to the reign of Solomon over
Israel, he began to build the house
to Jehovah.” In this passage the
Shronographer indicates three pe-
viods : first, the period of the coming
out of Egypt, which occupied 40
years; second, the period of 480
years ; and ¢hird, the period to-the
4th of Solomon’s reign.

gether, from the night when the
transit from ¥gypt to Canaan com-
menced to the foundation of the
Temple, 602 years.

“Now, the question is, how are
the 480 years to be distributed so as
to leave 30 years from the invasion

of Canaan to the death of Joshua? .

In solving this problem we must call
in Paul to give his testimony to the
the point.
question, * When the army of Israel
crossed the Jordan under Joshua,
what occurred ¥ ¢ God destroyed

The last !
period was 82 years, making alto-

¢ About the space of 450 years’
How soon after the division of the
land by lot was it before these 450
years began? The apostle declines
to answer this question ; therefore,
we must put it in another form, and
inquire, When did they end? They
continued ¢ until Samuel the prophet’
(verse 20). It is then from the ac-
knowledgment of Samuel by Israel,
as the prophet of God (1 Sam. iii.
20) that the 450 years are to be
reckoned upward. How shall we
get at this?

“ We must call the apostle into
court again. As he is before us, we
will now ask him this question : How
long was it from Samuel’s recogni-
tion to the removal of Saul? ¢ By the
space of 40 years” What occurred
then? ‘God raised up unto them
David to be their king.” One more
question: How soon after Samuel’s re-
cognition was it that Israel desired a
king? We can get no answer from
Paul to this interrogation. Let us
therefore bring up the writer of
those books which go by Samuel’s
name. We put the same question
to him. Now mark his reply (1
Sam. viii. 5)—*Afrer the capture
of the Ark at the battle of Ebenezer,
when Hophni and Phinehas were
slain, and Eli broke his neck’ (iv.
11-18). This is correct enough. It
could not have been before ; for that

¢ would be to make Saul king while

We ask him then this .

seven nations in the land of Canaaw, .
and divided their Jand to Israel by

lot’ (Acts xiii. 19).
what then? ¢After that he gave
them Judges.” How long did this
Jjudiciary order of rulers continue ?

True ; and

Eli was judge. Who removed the
Ark from Xirjath-jearim, or Baale
of Judah, where it was deposited
seven months after its capture?
‘David, after the death of Ish-
bosheth, two years after Saul fell on
Mount Gilboa’ (2 Sam. vi. 2)
How long was it from the capture
of the Ark to its removal by David 2
‘A long time, even twenty years



The Christadelphian.]
Feb. 1. 1884.

DR. THOMAS AND BIBLE CHRONOLOGY. 51

and seven months’ (1 Sam. vii. 2;
vi, 1). Ah, this is not so long a
time as it ought to be according to
Usher, Miller, and the rest, who
give 40 years for Saul’s reign! It
is clear that Saul’s reign must be
compressed within the limits of
these twenty years; and that by
the space of forty years, does not
signify that Saul reigned so long,
but that it was the duration of the
interval between Samuel’s recog-
nition and the end of Saul’s dynasty.
Saul reigned considerably less than
twenty years ; for after Eli’s death,
¢ Samuel judged Israel all the days
of his life’ until he was an old man,
when he appointed his sons to assist
him. It was the misconduct of
these that caused the people to ask
Samuel to make them a king.
Saul’s age is not stated, neither how
old he was at the beginning nor end
of his reign, nor how long he reigned.
He is styled ‘a choice young man,’
when he first came on the stage of
action ; probably, however, not less
than 50, for after reigning two years
we find his son Jonathan at the
head of a thousand men, smiting
the Philistine garrison in Geba ; and
at his death, his son Ishbosheth was
40 years of age. Of this, however,
we are certain that his reign ended
two years before the removal of the
Ark from Xirjath-jearim, or 18
years and 7 months after the battle
of Ebenezer. The probability is he
did mnot reign more than eight or
ten years at most; and was about
60 years when he died.

“Now, as Eli died 20 years and 7
months before the removal of the
Ark to Obededom’s, which termin-
ates the ‘‘space of forty years”
when Saul’s dynasty fell, it follows
that the epoch ““until Saumuel the

prophet,” which terminates the
450 years of the Judges, was 19
years and 5 months before the death
of Eli; and that consequently the
whole 40 years of his judgeship is
not to be included in the 450 years,
but only 20 years and 7 months
thereof. Eli was high priest and
98 years old at his death. He had
long been a feeble man, and of little
authority in affairs of state, for
his sons Hophni and Phineas did
wickedly without regard to his expos-
tulations, Samuel was, therefore,
raised up to take the lead, and to be
in readiness for the anointing of a
king, which Jehovah foresaw would
be demanded. Samuel tlien entered
upon his official duties with the con-
sent of all Israel; and 450 years
after the death of Joshua, during
which time his successors, the Judges,
had the occasional gubernation of the
Commonwealth of Israel.

. “The duration of the period of
the Judges, or kings, periodically
raised up to deliver Israel (Judg. ii.
16), for 450 years, is an established
fact. This will admit of no dispute
in view of Paul’s testimony. It is
true, he says ‘about 450 years ;’ but
we see in what sense he uses the
word ¢ about.’” The Judges did not
rule without intermission, so that as
soon as one died another was ap-
pointed. This was not the case. They
were men raised up for particular
emergencies—emergencies that were
created by the grinding oppression
the nation endured from its enemies,
which was brought upon them by
Jehovah as a punishment for their
anarchy and rebellion against His
law.  The Judges were military
chiefiains, commanders-in-chief of
the forces, or temporary kings, whose
ruling had principally to do with the
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foreign affairs of the people. The
high priest and his associates were
the ordinary constituted authorities
of the mation, who attended to its |
affairs as Jehovah's ministers. ¢The |
space of forty years,” between
Samuel’s recognition and the end of
Saul’s dynasty, was a transition
period in which the nation was pass-
ing from the occasional and elective,
to the permanent and hereditary,
monarchical constitution of things. '
The civil constitution of the govern-
ment was amplified, and -the new
provisions thereof, called *the manner
of the kingdom,” were written in a
book by Samuel, who ¢laid it up
before the Lord’” The hereditary
prineiple was doubtless established in :
this book ; for when Saul fell, his
son, Ishbosheth, born two years be-
fore Samuel’s recognition, succeeded
him ; so also from the ascent of David
to Jehovalh’s throne over all Israel,
the hereditary principle prevailed,
and the military judgeship of the
nation descended from father to son
till the kingdom of Judah was broken
up by the Chaldeans.

““In tracing the timesbackward from
Samuel’s recognition to Chushan’s
rule over Israel, wefind the number of
the years clearly stated. Their sum
is 430 years and 7 months. But
between the death of Joshua and the
beginning of Chushan’s rule, there
are no numbers recorded, so . that
specifications cannot be made of
the sub-divisions of the 19 years
and 5 months of the 450 years |
which remain to be appropriated ;
that is to say, we cannot determine
how many years should be assigned
to the events between Joshua’s death '
and the beginning of the judgeships,
but we may fairly state that they '
were comprehended in 19 years and ;

5 months, which could only be ascer- !

tained by working backwards from
Samuel’s recognition to the death of
Joshua. ‘
“We regard the last five chapters of
Judgesas a continued and illustrative
narrative of the things affirmed in
Judges ii. 19, and referrible to the
times before Chushan’s rule and the
death of ¢the Elders who overlived
Joshua.’ The writer of the narrative
tells us that the almost entire exter-
mination of thetribeof Benjaminas a
punishment for the abuse of Mical’s
priest’s concubine, happened when
Phinehas, Aaron’s grandson, stood
before the Ark in Shiloh. The

. anarchy, when there was no king

or judge in Israel, is not, there-
fore, to be reckoned after Sam-
son’s death, but under the high

. priesthood of Phinehas, who was

also some time contemporary with
Joshua.

“That the passage of the Red
Sea was only the beginning of
‘the coming out from the land of
Egypt,” and not the end of it, will
appear from the fact that the Wilder- |
ness is regarded in Seripture as
belonging to Egypt. Hence, allud-
ing to the exodus, Jehovah says in
Ezekiel, ‘I will plead with you, O
Israel, face to face, like as I pleaded
with your fathers in the Wilderness
of the land of Egypt’ When in
this wilderness, Moses did not con-
sider Israel in the brought out state
until they were brought into the
promised land. He urged Jehovah

" not to slay them as one man for their

ten-fold rebellions against Him, lest
the nations should say he was not

" able to bring them into the land.

They were in a fransition state, pass~y
!

. ing out of Egypt into Canaan, ax

painful but necessary process, which
consumed a whole generation and 40
years.
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SUGGESTIONS AT AN IMAGINARY INTERVIEW.

( A paper sent to the Editor in conversational form for the more effectual expression of the
tdeas of the writer.)

PERHAPS THEY MAY BEAR FRUIT,

Suggestor.—Don’t you think you might make some change in the channel
of your energy ¢

Editor.—In what way %

8. —By systematic Scriptural exposition—something like Eureka but on
a less elaborate scale.

E.—1I should be quite willing were it not that I have already in my mind
too many unfinished projects to entertain such a proposition.

~8.—1I quite believe it, but it is worth consideration whether something of
this kind could not profitably take the place of one of them. The truthhas
got into such a position that it can make its own way better than it could
within recent memory, and it becomes increasingly important that its current
literature should comprise a Jarger proportion of food for the intellectual and
spiritual appetite of the brethren.

E.—There is some force in your remarks, but it is too general to be exactly
apprehensible.

S.—By “systematic exposition” I mean this—take some book of the
Bible, and go through it, from beginning to end, chapter by chapter, and
verse by verse, showing the bearing of one part on the other, and the argu-
ment or truth running through the whole, touching lightly on first principles,
and giving greater prominence to those parts which, are “profitable for in-
struction in righteousness,” at the same time explaining any difficult
passages met with.

E.—Oh, you mean a commentary ¢

S8.—No, not dry, disconnected notes on occasional verses, but a compre-
hensive, connected, illustrative, explanatory, elaboration of the inspired
pen-work.

E.—That is a formidable task.

8.—Yes, but not too formidable for « workman, mighty in the Scriptures,
who can rightly divide the word of truth.

E.—1 am afraid it would not suit my cast of mind. I am better fitted
for composition in which I can go straight on, giving expression to ideas
which have previously passed through my mind, without being confined to
a fixed groove, or having to turn aside to the by-paths of detail.

8.—DBut you have done sufficient in this way to show that you could do
more. I remember hearing you, too, 17 years ago, expound a portion of
Romans, and T have heard of you recently giving some splendid lectures on
the same epistle.  Moreover, about 10 years ago, you wrote an exposition of
the 7th chapter specially for the brethren.

E.—Yes ; I remember.
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S.—Well, why not take in hand the whole epistle, which contains some
of the “things hard to be understood” written by ¢ our beloved brother
Paul ¥

E.—1t does not seem to me to be worth the labour. Much of it is very
simple, and the brethren and sisters can read it for themselves.

S.—So they can ; but reading it is one thing, thinking about it another.
Is not the benefit derived from reading any portion of the Secripture con-
siderably enhanced by a thorough understanding of i, instead of a mere
general idea as to its drife ?

F.—Oh, certainly.

S.—Take the Apocalypse, for instance. Has not Fureka given us
such familiarity with it, that we can turn to any part of John’s prophecy,
and the past ov fature events referred to are at once pictured to our mind ?

E.—AD, that is different. It is full of symbols which require elaborate
explanation.

8.—I admit that there isno other book which gives so much scope for ex-
position ; but there areothers presenting different phases of the truth, which
are only less so in degree, such as Romans, John’s Gospel, and Hebrews. It
would surely be an advantage to the brethren and sisters to have an exposi-
tion which photmrapned on their minds one or more of such books as com-
pletely as Kureka has done the Apocalypse.

E.—With all my other duties, I don’t think I could undertake such a
labour. It would require more patient thought and research than I can
find time for.

S.—Well, suppose you adopt a modified plan ?

. —What is it ?

S.—Open a department in the Chiistadelphian, entitled ¢ Our Bible
Clwss.”  Take for consideration one of the apostolic epistles. Begin with
the first chapter, giving an introductory outline of it. Take the other
chapters afterwards in the same way. At the close, ask for additional
observations from the brethren, with a view of presenting in somewhat
greater detail the various items of truth contained in that portion. Such as
were suitable you could insert, putting the others into the waste-paper
basket.

E. (lovking unuatterable things .—Oh, you want to drag me into a quag-
mire of controversy and a labyrinth of crochetteers. My motto is, * Let
sleeping dogs lie.”

S.—XNot necessarily. You thought some evils might arise from the in-
sertion of extracts from correspondents’ letters, but they have not yet
appeared, on the surface at all events. You would doubtless have some
objections raised on various points and expressions of mind which you could
not approve of. But these you could reply to. As president of the
“Class,” you would have all the advantages of the editorial veto as to what
was said on one side or the other.

E.—Yes, but not a very pleasant way of exercising it.

S.—Perhaps not ; but if it was attended with good results, you would not
mind the unpleasantness.
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E.—But, the “good results” are problematical.

S.—Well, profitable observations would be good vesults, would they
not ?

£.—Oh, certainly.

S.—Are there not anumber of brethren who could pen a few sentences
dbout a certain portion of Scripture to which their attention has been
specially directed, who, for want of time, or other reasons, would never
write anything about it of their own accord }

E.—Not many.

S8, —Their proportion to the whole might be small,. but as collective
umts, they might constitute a respectable numbe1 VVhethe1 many or few,
is it not advisable to create a channel through which the whole body might
participate in whatever profitable thoughts they may have?

E.—Yes, if there were sufficient evidence of their existence.

S.—1f the number be so small now, it might be increased by the establish-
ment of what could be called, speaking etymologically, an educing, or draw-
ing-out department. It mlgrht have a stimulating effect on the brethren
s1m1la1 to that produced on the juveniles by the Ohlld? en’s Magazine, which
is the best addition made to the printed operations of the truth for some
time past. You would, of course, have to prescribe some rules as to the
form of the communications so as to minimise the labour of preparing for the
printer any that might be selected for that purpose.

E.—Anything else ?

— Yes, as to the opposite class who might present ideas requiring refu-
tation. Any such ideas that now exist, necessarily exercise more or less
influence in the immediate cireles in whieh they are ventilated. And very
likely there is no one to expose their fallacy. By being sent to the editorial
mill, they would be sure to be ground into powder, and whatever life they
had, if not terminated, would be very much weakened.

A&.—1 think it impolitic to bring such controversial matters to the front.
It would interfere with the growth of the brethren in the practical power of
the truth.

S.—Bat, it would rest with you as to which you dealt with. Unin-
structive queetlons you would, of course, ignore. Some of them would, no
doubt, be of a practical character.

E.—Far more of the other kind I fear.

S.—You can’t be sure until you have tried. The truth as a whole, and
also in detail, shines more brightly by being placed in contrast with error.
If our blindness could have had its way, we should have prevented, instead
of devised, the renunciationist controversy, but Perfect Wisdom thought
differently, and look at the good results that have come from it.

E.—You surely do not want to open the way for a repetition of any-
thing of that kind ¢

-——Certamly not ; I merely refer to it as an illustration of the benefits to
be derived from the enunciation and refutation of false ideas. That
which is true on a large scale is proportionately true on a small one.
Thus, I believe it was a areat. advantage for some brethren to be allowed
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freely to express all their objections on the suing-at-law question. It en-
abled the true aspect to be presented in a more comprehensive and effective
manner than would otherwise have been possible. There are some minds
which, through large caution, deficient self-reliance, want of perception, or
ill-balanced reasoning power, cannot come to a positive conclusion until the
pros and cons of a subject have been fully stated. For such, a properly-
conducted controversy is eminently beneficial. The truth has fought its
way to its present development by close reasoning and hard argument, and
it can only maintain its position by the same weapons among the brother-
hood, as well as with the enemy.

E.—Without doubt. I know this to my sorrow and labour.

S.—Well, then, why be scared at the possibility of a few crooked-minded
objectors ¥ There always have been such, and always will be. And we
have to be thankful that there were some in the first century. Through
their existence we have been favoured with some brilliant expositions of the
truth which otherwise we should not have had. Indeed, all through the
Bible, what is there more potent in bringing to the front the varied phases

of divine wisdom than the unwisdom of sin’s flesh ?

E.—1 cannot but agree with you there.

S.—Then I hope you will not allow fears of troublesome correspondents
to interfere with what may be made a means of edifying instruction.

F.—1I will consider it.

¢ CHRISTADELPHIANISM.” — A news-
paper notice of Twelve Lectures says:—
“Dr. Thomasis the Darwin of Christa-
delphianism, and Mr. Roberts is the Hux-
ley. The former founded the system—in
its present form at least, and the latter
has ) opularised it. Mr. Roberts is now
the recognised leader of the movement,
and in these seventeen lectures, he shows
himself to be a man ofability and earnest-
ness. The book is well written, and the
arguments are clearly stated and vigor-
ously enforced. If, therefore, anyone
desires to have in a handy and popular
form the leading contentions of the Chris-
tadelphians, this is the book to get.”

RELIGIOUS ¢ BAzAARs.”—¢‘ What are
they?’ This question is tartly, but not in-
carrectly answered in an anonymous leaflet
which hascometothe office, thus:—Answer
1st.—A scheme for making GOD beg the
patronage of the Devil (Luke iv. 6-8).
2nd.—The children taking the place of
the dogs, or the church picking up the
crumbs that fall from the world’s table
(Gen. xiv. 22-23). 3rd.—A Church-egg
hatched by the world (Ezra iv. 1-3), 4th.

Religious bread buttered thick with world-
liness (Deuteronomy xxii. 10). 5th.—
—Religious cake made palatable to the
world, by spice and plums of vanity (2
Cor. vi. 14-18). 6th.—A vanity fair, got
up in the name of GOD (Rev. xviii 12-13).
7th.—A shop in which the merchants
often attract more than the merchandise
(Isaiah ijii. 15.24). 8th.—A shop in
which ministers and office-bearers are the
shop walkers (2 Tim. ii. 4). 9th.—A
fraudulent tax imposed by customers on
their tradesmen (Prov. xi. 1). 10th.—A
rafiling shop alias a gambling house (Mic.
vi, 11). 11th.—A semi-musical entertain-
ment, in which the religious character of
the performers, is nothing—their skill
everything (2 Chron. xix. 1-2). 12th.—
A direct temptation ‘‘ to women professing
godliness” to disobey GOD’S command
respecting dress (1 Tim. ii. 9). 13th.—
A provocation to emulation amongst ex-
hibitors and donors (Matt. vi. 8). 14th.—
A disgraceful substitute for true Christian
liberality (2 Cor. vii1. 2-3).
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CREATION.

{ Continued from page 485, Vol. XX.)

The narrative under consideration is
impregnable to hostile criticism. It is
quite probable that the majority of. our
readers may feel this so strongly, asnot to
think it worth their while to give close at-
tention to matters of this kind, and we
can assure them that such attention is by
no means indispensable to faith in the
divinity of the Scriptures. The endorse-
ment by Christ, of the Old Testament,
supplies a most conclusive argument of a
general character to all whose tastes may
disincline, or whose circumstances may
preclude them frem more detailed investi-
gations. For them it will be enough that,
in Matt. xix. 4.6, he makes confirmatory
allusion to the Mosaic history of the
creation, and clearly ascribes to it a
divine character. Nevertheless, others
may feel the want of a shield of greater
circumference than even this (if such there
really could be), wherewith to repel the
fiery darts of the wicked. And to these
our *‘solutions,” such as they are, may
not prove altogether unserviceable.

How then do we propose to reconcile
Gen. i. 9-12, with chap. ii. 5? In the
one case (it is alleged) vegetation is pro-
duced on a moist terrestrial surface,
while in the other it wonld seem that the
ground was too anhydrous to receive the
plants and herbs already created, but not
placed in the soil. The apparent contra-
diction here, vanishes on careful compari-
gon of the two accounts. The fact that
Jehovah Elohim had not caused it to rain
upon the earth after the description which
resulted in the separation of sea and land,
does not necessarily imply that the surface
of the earth was dry. On the contrary,
chap. ii. 6 distinctly states that ¢ there

went up a mist from the earth, and watered
the whole face of the ground.” At the
precise stage of the creative work here in-
dicated, dense vapour would exhale from
the warm sea, and moisten the land suffi-
ciently to prepare it for the reception of
the trees and herbage which were then
placed in the ground. The creation of
these antecedently to their being put into
the ground, does not conflict with the
statement that they were caused to grow
out of the soil. Their development must
have been subsequent to their first forma-
tion. In fact, this is expressly affirmed in
ver. 5 of chap. ii., ‘““every herb of the
field ” was made ‘“before it grew.” The
account in the first chapter is obviously
of a general character. That in the second
is more concerned with details, which give
additional interest to the previous descrip-
tion, without ih any way rendering it
nugatory and void.

The objection, which is based upon the
assumption that, whereasin chap. i., birds
and beasts are made before man, in ehap. ii.
man is made first, may be similarly dis-
posed of. It cannot be proved that the
second account is intended to refer to the
creation of these creatures. The object of
the inspired historian is here to relate the
interesting circumstance that at a date
subsequent to their having been pro-
duced, they were brought before Adam
to be nmamed. This was a matter of
detail which could not well have been in-
troduced into the narrative of the first
chapter without destroying the admirable
brevity which is, doubtless, its designed
characteristic. It isas though verse 19 of
chapter ii. read thus:—*The Lord God
having already formed every beast of the
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field, and every fowl of the air ; brought
them unto Adam to see what he would
call them.”  No attempt is made in this
second account fo indicate the order of their
creation and his, for that has been already
done in the first chapter. Nor is it sur-
prising that the sacred writer should con-
tinually lay emphasis on the fact (even
when recording these details) that all
thiugs are out of God. This idea is kept
prominent in the entire history. He in-
troducesitat every eonvenient opportunity.
It is, indeed, aconspicuous feature through-
out the entire Seriptures.

In the same way we may treat the ob-
Jection, according to which the first chap-
ter represents Adam and Eve as having
been created at the same time ; thesecond
as Adam having been created alone, and
Eve at a subsequent date, and after the
lower animals.  Here again in chapter ii.
we have explanation in the form of details
which it would have been inconvenient to
introduce into the more general and con-
densed narrative.  We are informed of
the manner in which God dealt with the
creatures spoken of previously. The ob-
jects of the two chapters ave thus shown
to have been distinet, so that neither
“account is inconsistent with the other. It
did not fall within the scope of the writer
in the first instance, to fill his etory with
particulars which could easily receive
independent narration, and thus secure to
the more general history the incon.parable
majesty of diction and style with which it
was appropriate that the divine records
should commence.

The supposed dual authorship of the
two accounts, which is said to receive
countenance in the use of the word
““ Elohim ” in the first chapter, combined
with ““Jehovah ” in the second, is based

on mere assumption, and by no means

necessarily points to different sources on
which the book of Genesis is alleged to
have been founded. There may be some-
thing in the names to determine their
especial relation to the subject in connec-

tion with which they occur. There caun,
we think, be little doabt that ‘‘ each name
is adapted to the sense of the passage in
which it has been purposely inserted.”
Dr. Thomas’ wondertul exposition of them
has quite prepared us to receive a sugges-
tion like this. ‘“ Elohim ” would seem to
have been the wmore fitting title to use
where creation pure and simple, as in the
first chapter, was involved. But when it
became necessary to dilate upon the move-
ments of the divine Providence towards
man, the introduction of the mname
“Jehovah ” (or whatever pronunciation
of it may be more exact) was distinctly
appropriate. It may, perhaps, in some
cases, be difficult to apply this suggestion,
but more comprehensive knowledge of the
sublime theme would, doubtless, remove
such difficulty.

The order of the creative acts described
in this inimitable history has been fully
confirmed by geologic research, and this is
a good deal to be able tosay. Andas
touching the alleged want of harmony be-
tween Moses and e ascertained facts of
the physical universe, it should be borne
in mind that a cosmogony expressed in
language which contradicted the state of
Luman knowledge for a period of nearly
600 years, would have received little atten-
tion from nunbelievers during that long
period. As Hugh Miller says:—‘ What
would sceptics such as Hobbs and Hume
Lave said of an opening chapter in Genesis
that would describesuccessive periods—first
of molluscs, star lilies, and crustaceans,
next of fishes, next of reptilesand birds, then
of mammals, and finally of man; and
what would minutely portray a period in
which there were lizards bulkier than ele-
phants, reptilian whales furnished with
necks slim and strong as the bodies of
great snakes, and flying dragons whose
spread of wing greatly more than doubled
that of the largest bird ? The world would
assuredly not have received such a revela-
tion.—R. AsHORO¥T.”
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¢ Exhort one another daily.”—PAUL.

A few weeks back we looked at the
account of Paul’s shipwreek, as recorded
in Acts xxviii., and found some profitable
veflections arising to us from the mere
existence of such a record  Like the
extruding vein of ore on the mountain
side, we found when we followed it up that
it led us into a whole mine of treasure.
Paul’s shipwreck led us to Paal’s masterin
glory, and gave us fortifying conviction of
the truth of the proclamation which John
heard in Patmos: ¢ I am he who liveth
and was dead, and am alive for ever
more.” Leading us to Paul’s master, it
leads us to Paul’s motives, Paul’s aims,
and Paul’s principles. The interval of
time that separates us from Paul himself
has in no way altered the power or bearing
of these.

In the course of the storm, an incident
occurred that yields a principle we may
profitably apply. We are told that when
¢ neither sun nor stars for many days ap-
peared, and no small tempest lay on us,
all hope that we should be saved was then
taken away.” We may suppose that
Paul himself shared in this hopelessness.
He had no certain knowledge of the mode
in which his apostolic labours (now draw-
ing to a conclusion) were to terminate. So
far as he was concerned, a watery grave
would have been as acceptable and appro-
priate, as the ‘executioner’s block ; and
to this he may have supposed he had now
come, unless he inferred from the Lord’s
intimation to him at Jerusalem that he
must testify at Rome—(Acts xxiii. 11)—
that he must survive the voyage. At all
events, whatever his fears and feelings may

have been, they received a perfect quietus |
from an angelic visit towards the end of | let understanding have the sway. God

the disastrous voyage. The angel stood
by him during the night, and said,
‘¢ Fear mof, Paul : thou must be brought
before Caesar, and lo, God hath given thee
all them that sail with thee.”

This may help us to realise the potency
of Spirit-power. If ever thereis a time
when spiritual things seem unreal, it is
during a storm at sea ; amid the howl of
the tempest ; the rage of the waters ; the
reel and lurch of the helpless vessel;
the cold and wet and confusion among
those on board, who, with chattering
teeth and failing heart, await with prayer
and patience the subsidence of the ele-
meats. At such a time, our poor weak
faith is liable to fall like a lifeless bird to
the bottomn of its cage. But here, an
angel stauds by Paul in the midst of
it all—the storm no impediment to his
arrival at the vessel : a storm is but air in
motion, though impressing frail mortals
so much : and there is something more -
subtle and powerful than air.—The rush-
ing waters and flying foam are no distrac-
tion to his mind or message ; the perilous
position of the ship no discouragement to
his clear sight and contidence. The Spirit
of God underlies all elements and all phe-
nomena, and this messenger is Spirit, and
can make even the storm his chariot to
bear him onward on his journey. It is
but at any time a question of the will and
purpose of the Almighty Father, who is
Spirit, and at whose command are legions
of these His angels who excel in strength.
Our lot falling in an age when God’s open
work is momentarily suspended (as de-
clared beforehand) leaves us a prey to the
impressions and fears of feeble sense. But
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can take care of us in the darkness and
the storm without appearing to do so.
And His purpose will come gloriously
forth to a triumphant issue at last, what-
ever darkness and inefficiencies and aber-
rations may afflict human experience in
this age of sin.

Having received the message, Paul
presents himself before the ship’s company,
with cheerful look, and after a pardon-
able allusion to their blindness in not see-
ing the wisdom of the advice he had given
them against undertaking the voyage
some fortnight before, he says, *“ Now, I
exhort you to be of good cheer, for there
shall be no loss of any man’s life among
you but of the ship : for there stood by me
this night the angel of God whose I am
and whom I serve, saying (and he repeated
the message), Wherefore, sirs, be of good
cheer : for I believe God that it shall be
even as it was told me.”” Now, here is
confidence in spite of appearances. The
storm had in no degree abated. The
heavens were still a mass of ominous grey:
the gale still roared at its height : the sea
still raged like a cauldron, with unbroken
fury : the vessel still creaked and groaned
and laboured among the breaching waves.
In spite of all, Paul is confident and tran-
quil : on what ground ? ‘I believe God
that it shall be even as it was told me.”

It vequires no particular ingenuity to
apply this to our own situation. Here we
are in the mwidst of an evil state, in which,
so far as what is actually going on in the

- earth is concerned, there is no ray of
promise in the darkness. The nations are
walking after their own ways without any
apparent regulation of their proceedings
from above, and without any natural pros-
pect that there will ever be anything dif-
ferent, than the chaotic collision of
“ mights” evolving artificial and scarcely
definable ‘‘rights.” Generation follows
generation to the grave without the least
apparent indication of any coming adjudi-
cation and discrimination of the righteous
from the wicked. Life all over the earth

is a weary tale of early hopes blighted,
youthful aspirations disappointed, philo-
sophic theories mocked, poetical ideals
quenched in bitterness and gloom. Bright
youth dulls into sober manhood, which, in
its turn withers into the impotence and
decay of old age. Ineffective life, made a
thousandfold more of a failure by bad
social and political arrangements, is har-
ried with care, and clouded with dis-
appointment, till a quiet grave in the
cemetery or in the depths of the sea, ends
the scene, and bears witness to the truth
of the Preacher’s verdict, ¢‘Vanity of
vanities, all is vanity.”

This is life as-it actually is before our
eyes. Yet here are we with tranquil
hearts, and, on the whole, gladsome faces.
What is the secret of our serenity ? It is
to be found in the words of Paul, which
every earnest man and woman here present
can utter as their own : ““I belicve God that
it shall be even as it was told me.” None
of us has had a message personal to him-
self ; but we have had a message that is
personal to all who choose to listen to
it. That message is as much a fact as any
of the facts to which I have referred. The
Bible is as much an element of the human
situation as death itself. It can no more
be obliterated from human history than
pain, or the Pope, or Mahomet. It is
coeval in its complete form with all the
turmoils of the last 1800 years. It isa
great public institution, which has had
powerful public modifying effects in the
national and racial evolutions of eighteen
centuries past. It is its own witness to-
every one acquainted with it, and able to
discern hetween things that differ, that it
is of God. Its literary fabrication alone
is inexplicable on any hypothesis of its
being due to human motives, designs, or
conceptions. Its character defies classifi-
cation with human productions, Jewish or
Gentile, It isof a piece with the grandeur
and perfection of nature. It stands im-
movable, like the primeval rocks, offering
a passive but indomitable resistance to the
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fretful waves of hostility that dash over it
from age to age.

Even if we were ignorant of all external
confirmations, we have in itself an all-
sufficient evidence of the divinity of its
voice. But the external confirmations are
complete, and leave no room for uncer-
tainty in the convictions of those who are
able to discern the bearings of evidence.
The establishment of the Christian faith
in the earth, the existence and position of
the Jews, the history of the world in its cor-
respondence with the Bible prophecy, the
character of Christ as drawn by men con-
fessedly illiterate {and the most learned of
men could not have conceived of such a

character, still less depicted it with suecn -

simple majestic power)—the nature of
Christian doctrines and precepts, are all so
many powerful witnesses to the same fact :
—not only in their cumulative force, but
taking them one by one, there is not one of

them capable of a rational solution, apart

from the divinity of the events and in-
fluences leading to the production of the
Bible.

Discerning this, then, the Bible is to
each of us the voice of God as much as
was the angel’s voice to Paul that stormy
night, and because of this we are able, like
him, to be cheerful in the storm, and to
ask our fellow-voyagers to be of goed cheer
also. The sky is dark and the sea is rough,
but we are full of counfidence as to the
issue of the voyage, because we can say,
‘T believe God that it shall be even as it
has been told me.” We see mankind
sunk in ill-being through their vain
attempts to manage their own affairs, We
ee history one long futile struggle after
blessedness among men, a struggle con-
tinuing to the present hour, and threaten-
ing, by all present appearances, to be in-
terminable. We say, *This will not
last.” We say, ‘ This age of human
failure will come to a close.” We say,
¢ God will interfere ; God will destroy the
kingdoms of men all over the world ;
God will set up a kingdom that shall

never be destroyed ; God will give laws
that no Parliament will be asked to
sanction ; God will set up institutions
that will owe no part of their existence to
human legislation. God will send Christ
to do all this, and Christ will associate
with himself in the work the tried and
righteous men of all ages past, made im-
mortal and efficient for the work like him-
self. Under their righteous and irresistible
reign, all nations will be blessed ; war and
poverty will cease ; righteousness and
universal joy will take the place of the vast
clouds of despondency and misery that
cover all the earth. We are enabled to
indulge this glorious prospect, and to en-
dure with calmness the present evil world,
because we can say, ‘‘ We believe God that
it shall be even as it has been told us.”
We see death reign with indiscrimina-
ting power. The man who fears God
sickens and dies, and is buried equally
with the man who neither fears God nor
regards man. The man whose mind is
rich with the golden sunshine of faith,
and whose life is beautiful with many
variegated compliances with the beautiful
commandments of God, descends to sheol
equally with the man all-blighted and
frost-bitten with unbelief, and whose life
is hideous with selfishness and unmercy.
The man who is a blessing in the midst
of his kind, with kindly word cheering
the desolate, and more kindly act alle-
viating the sufferings of weakness and
misfortune, who sheds some light in the
gloom, and causes some soothing in the
affliction so far as it is in the power of
mortal man—such a man at last becomes
food for the worms as well as the human
monster whoincreasesbitternessamongmen
by his churlish speeches and merciless
ways.—We say, ‘‘There will be an end
to this. Things will wear a very different
complexion by-and-bye. There will be an
hour upon earth when the grave will give
up its dead : when a divine tribunal-will
be erected : when men shall receive in body
accordingto what they havedone.” ‘“ Then
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shall ye return and discern between the
righteous and the wicked ; between him
that serveth God and him that serveth
him not.” God will cause every man
present on that occasion to find according
to the way he has followed in this evil
state. You will see shame, fear, dismay,
suffering, rejection, and disgrace judicially
dealt out in terrible tribulation and
anguish. Those who have followed wicked-
ness—sent away to ultimate death from
the presence of the glorious judge. You
will see joy and confidence, glory and
honour, beauty and immortality conferred
by the same smiling and glorious hand on
the beaming multitude of the righteous,
to whom the earth and the future, yea
heaven and all things, belong. You will
then see the meaning of the present trial,
present lowliness, present absence of all
apparent difference between the righteous
and the wicked. Discerning this now, we
are able to endure with patience and good
cheer. Our happiness is due to the pro-
mises of God. We are blessed in being
able to say, ‘‘ We believe God that it shall
be even as it bas been told us.”

We see life a doleful failure in all im-
portant respects at present. Youth re-
joices ; folly makes loud mirth ; but age
groans, and in much wisdom is much
arief. The whole multitude of the
living unite at last in a common ver-
diet : ““There is nothing in it; I would
not live alway.” The depressing picture
loses its dreariness in the light of the
trnth. We are able to say to friends around
(though we speak in the ears of the deaf),
¢¢ There will yet be upon earth a life that
is worth living : youth that will not fade ;
joy that will not wither; strength that
*will not diminish ; p]easures that will not
pall en the appetite ; personal comeliness,
intellectual nobility, and moral loveliness
on which the lapse of endless ages will
produce no impression. When this glad-
some vision is established in all the earth,
there will be multitudes to rejoice in the
perpetual feast; and you will find no.

where upon earth the present dreary spec-
tacle of sad and blighted and ineffective
forms of life.” ‘“ No more curse, no more
death,” means the disappearance of wan
cheeks, Justreless eyes, empty minds, des-
pairing hearts and their cansative accom-
paniments of empty pockets, squalid
homes, unclean persons, and mal-devel-
opment of body and mind. ‘¢ The former
things will have passed away, and all
things will have become new.” We are
able to proclaim these joyful news, because
we can say ¢‘ We believe God, and it shall
be as it has been told unto us.”

Finally we look into our own hearts and
lives, and find there many aches, and
voids and disfigurements.  This body of
death is a heavy load to carry about. Our
souls ‘cleave to the dust, A murky at-
mosphere often obscures the sun.  Our
desires are towards the remembrance of
the High and Lofty one, in whose hand
our breath is, and whose are all our ways.
We yearn to bless, and see blessed, the
blighted population of our fellow-men.
‘We aspire to moral heights and intellectual
brilliancies, which we can only now and
then see afar off, in the rifts of the heavy-
laden clouds. In this we groan, being
every way burdened and held down.
But we are able to indulge in right good
cheer in the midst of the gloom. We are
able to say confidently, * The afflicted
state is but for a moment. The mo-
ment of deliverance will come. The
Lord Jesus, who is our life, will
return to the scene, and in the twink-
ling of an eye, we shall roll off the
burden of corruption and death. This
mortal shall put on immortality. The day
of cloud will then pass for ever away.
The fogs, and mists, and damps, and chills,
of this dark night, will roll away before the
powerful sunrise, and we shall bathe and
rejoice in the clear blue of heaven, over-
arching the scene with gladuess, to the ut-
most encircling horizen.  Our dim eyes
will see; our longing hearts will swell
with pure delight in God ; our fellowship,
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all cramped and long-restrained in this ]
terrible night, will burst forth in mighty
gladness, on the right hand and on the
left, to all the sons of God. O glorious

day ! hasten thy tardy flight hitherward.”
We believe God that it shall be as it
has been told to us.

EpiToR.

THE LIMITATIONS OF SCIENCE.—Pro-
fessor Flower, President of the Zoological
Society,latelyaddressed theChurch congress
at Reading on the advances of science in re-
lation to religion. After sketchingthese ad-
vances, he concluded his observations thus:
—“The wonder and mystery of creation
remains as wounderful and mysterious as
before. Of the origin of the whole, science
tells us nothing. It is still as impossible
as ever to conceive that such a world,
governed by laws, the operation of which
have led to such mighty results and are
attended by such future promise, could
have originated without the intervention
of some power external to itself. If the
succession of small miracles, formerly sup-
posed to regulate the operations of nature,
no longer satisfies us, have we not substi-
tuted for them one of immeasurable great-
ness and grandeur ¢

Evris ISRAEL.—A newspaper notice of
this work, says: ‘‘It has gone through four
editions, and will probably go through
many more. Instead of calling his work
‘a system of theology,” as other theolo-
gians would do, Dr. Thomas names it ¢ an
exposition of the Kingdom of Ged.” All
the facts and truths are made to cluster
round this phrase. We get, however, in
this volume the classic of Christadelphian-
ism. Here that body is seen in its fulness,
and their position is stated clearly and

Pl

vigorously by its founder. If anyone,
therefore, desires to know what Christa-
delphianism is, this is the book which
they ought at once to procure. The volume
is ably and deeply-interestingly written.”

THE PurriT AND THE TIME oF Day.—
People do not now accept beliefs merely
because they are thundered at them from
the pulpit ; the day has gone for that;
inhdeed the influence of the age on the
average mind tends tc make it question
them just because they are thundered
from the pulpit. It is folly to ignore this
fact, however it may be deplored ; and to
be able to render a reason of the faith that

is in him, is essential to a man’s ‘peace,
if he means to stand in the faith. In-
stead of discouraging the public discussion
of controverted points of faith, it is the
duty of the clergy to court enquiry, and
to use the special knowledge and training
which they have in resolving the doubts
and overcoming the difliculties that are
known to be presenting themselves to
thinking minds. The atmosphere is
charged with criticism, and all life is
haunted with notes of interrogation. The
stifling of controversy within the Church
is not the stifling of it without ; and if
the Church declines to accept the common
condition, it must go to the wall.”—New
Zealand Herald,

BETTER For. WHAT ?—A member of the
Auckland Presbytery recently arranged to
debate the question of ‘¢ conditional im-
mortality.”  His action was challenged at
the meeting of the Presbytery. One of
the ‘“Rev.” seigneurs said it would bLe
better to take less notice of these condi-
tional-imimortality opinions. On this
the New Zealand Herald says: ¢ Possibly
it would (be better) but how better ¢
Better for peace? better for truth? or
better for the tenets of the Church? *I
never knew,’ said another, ‘of any advan-
tage arising to either side from such dis-
cussions, I have never known any prac-
tical good to proceed from them.’” °Shades
of Luther !’ (exclaims the New Zealand
Herald) ¢ what of your theses? Spirit of
Calvin ! Sain‘ed soul ofthe fiery Knox,
what is this we have come to! What
estimate shall we torm of a Church that
declaims against discussion ? Surely these
cannot be the real sentiments of a body
that professes to bebased on argument, that
is assumed to be the most severely logical
in its tenets of all, and whose touch-
stone of truth is an appeal to the
law and to the testimony. Surely
such a statement from such a Church can-
not otherwise be regarded than as the al-
dication of the position of defender of the
faith.”
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THE FIRST CHAPTER OF EZEKIEL.

By BROTHER ASHCROFT.

The prophet Ezekiel was contemporary
with Jeremiah and Daniel. He prophesied,
therefore, at a time when the Jewish
nation was placed in exceptionally adverse
circumstances, by theretributive providence
of God. As he himself states in the open-
ing of the prophecy, he was when he re-
ceived these divine communications, by the
river of Chebar, a stream of considerable
length, which flows into the Euphrates,
The obscurity of the visions he beheld
there gave rise to doubt among the later
Jews respecting their inspirational value,
This doubt, however, is said to have
been removed by oune Rabbi Hananias,
who wrote a commentary on the book in
which all its difficulties were believed to
be satisfactorily solved. Nevertheless, the
visions themselves were forbidden to be
read by those who were under 30 years of
age. No doubt there are plenty whose
age is beyond 30, who are not much wiser
for their perusal. One venerable exposi-
tion dismisses the first chapter with the
remark, that all the appearances were
supernatural, and, therefore, defy the
ordinary rnles of explanation. What he

might understand by the ovdinary rules of-

interpretation we do not know, unless he
meant those commonly resorted to by
ecclesial writers.
to believe that such rules would furnish
very little assistance to an earnest student
of these sublime mysteries.

It is necessary, first of all, to have a
clear perception of the purpose of God, as
exhibited in the plain and literal portions
of Holy Writ, in order that the symbolical
parts of the Scripture may be understood.
And it is astonishing with what natural-
ness and facility these otherwise inexplica-
ble passages yield to the treatment which
proceeds on this very reasonable assump.
tion.  Let a man once see his way out of
the mists and fogs of popular tradition, and
come to understand that there is one God,
and one Lord Jesus Christ, and one Eter-
nal Spirit, which is the Father’s energy,
and the means whereby le perceives and
performs ; let him learn that man is mor-
tal, under sentence of death because of sin,
and can only live again by resurrection
from the dead ; let him realise that it is

We are quite prepared.

God’s intention to 11 the whole earth ‘with
His glory, to govern itsaffairs by the hand
of His Son, Jesus the Christ, in conjunc-
tion with his immortal brethren, and to
make it the dwelling-place of his benefi-
cence, and praise, and holiness, for ever-
more. I say, when these. great facts are
apprehended, there is comparatively little
difficulty in the deciphering of those hicro-
glyphical matters, over which so many
learned brows have bent and frowned.

The symbolism of this first chapter of
Ezekiel is, we think, rightly taken by Dr.
Thomas to represent the Messiah of Israel
upon his throne, surrounded by his saints
and all energised, and made glorious by
the spirit of God. This is the explanation
given by one who was mighty in the
Scriptures, and singularly qualified in a
variety of important respects for the work
of their exposition. What I have to sug-
gest to-night will be . strictly on the lines
of his elucidations, forlongand careful in-
quiry hasconvinced me that the Bible can-
not be harmonised or understood on any
divergent hypothesis.

The prophet appears to have fallen into
a species of trance, and while in that state
he beheld a whirlwind coming out of the
north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding
itself, and a brightness was about it, and
out of the midst thereof as the colour of
amber (ver. 4).

The phenomenon of air in motion is
used in the Scriptures to represent the
spirit of God.  ““The wind bloweth where
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it
cometh, and whither it goeth : so is every
one that is born of the Spirit.” And
Jehovah, in one of the Psalms, is said to
make the clouds his chariot, and to ride
upon the wings of the wind. A whirlwind,
therefore, may be taken as the symbol of
adivinemovementin a tempestuous and de-
structive manner. We may safely assume
that of whatever immediate and local ap-
plications some of the prophecies might be
susceptible, the general drift of their com-
munications had relation to the time when
the long promised blessing of Abraham
would be matter of actual experience upon
the earth, and the nation of Israel be ex-
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alted to supremacy and honour in the
sight of all the heathen. This is indeed
the salvation of God, touching which the
apostle Peter says, ‘“Of which salvation
the prophets have inquired and searched
diligently.” We cannot, therefore, be
#rong in seeking the meaning of this sym.
bolism, in the events which prophecy con-
nects with the final manifestation of God’s
saving health among all nations.

There are numerous scriptures which
warrant the expectation that the estab-
lishment of Christ’s kingdom will be
attended with appalling displays of Divine
power, which might find their most ap-
priate metaphors in whirlwind, and cloud,
and fire. The prophet Habakkuk (iii. 5),
alluding, no doubt, to this epoch, says,
‘‘ Before him went the pestilence, and
burning diseases went forth at his feet.”
Also in ver. 12, ‘“Thou didst march
throngh the land in indignation; thou
didst thresh the heathen in anger. Thou
wentest forth for the salvation of thy
people, even for salvation with thine an-
nointed ; thon woundedst the head out of
the house of the wicked, by discovering
the foundation unto the neck. Selah.
Thou didst strike through with his staves
the head of his villages : they came out as
a whirlwind to scatter me.” In Pro. i. 27,
we read of destruction coming upon the
wicked as a whirlwind. Hosea viii. 7,
speaks of those who having sown the wind,
shall reap the whirlwind. Nahum, refer-
ring to the description of Nineveh says
(1. 8), ““the Lord hath his wav in the
whirlwind, and in the storm, and the
clouds are the dust of his feet.” And this
is his aspect as one who revengeth and is
furious, and who comes to take vengeance
on his adversaries. So in Zechariah vii.
14, Jehovah makes mention of the fact
that he had scattered the house of Israel
with a whirlwind among all the nations
whom they knew not. The prophets are
unanimons in their announcements of tur-
moil and devastation, and huge disaster
coincident with the appearing of the
Messiah to exercise dominion in the earth.
War is to exterminate vast multitudes,
whose carcases are left to rot upon the
ground. The slain of the Lord are to be
many, from one end of the earth to the
other. When the Great Prince arises for
the deliverance of Israel out of the hand
of all her enemies, there is, according to
Daniel, to be a time of trouble such as

never was since there was a nation upon
earth. The populations are likened, in
one place, to the sour grape of the earth,
and they are to supply material for the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God.

This, no doubt, has a look of dreadful
severity about it ; but the history of man-
kind from the commencement affords no-
hope that the nations will ever slide into
acondition of purityand righteousness, and
general harmony with the will of God by
anylawof moral development and progress
at present known to man. Not until
God’s judgments are abroad in the earth
will the inhabitants learn righteousness.

Probably the main reason why people
shrink from the idea of the world’s being
brought by such forcible means to submit
to God, lies in the value they have always
been accustomed to put upon human
nature. But the prophets do not appear
to have ever been embarrasssed by any
such conceptions of mankind. They rather
ransack the universe for metaphors and
illustrations sufficiently contemptible to-
set forth human worthlessness in the sight
of God. Their minds were thus familiar
with the prospect of a wholesale clearance
from the face of the earth of wicked men.
Indeed there are some types of so terribly
disgusting vilenessand depravity, thatnot
even a prophet’s moral perception is needed
to reconcile a pure-minded spectator to the
thought of their being swept into oblivion
before the summary vengeance of TGod.
But whether we are able to regard such a
prospect with resignation or not, it is
beyond all doubt the revealed preliminary
tothe promised blessedness in Christ, that
with a whirlwind and an overrunning flood
he will make an utter end of the habitation,
of unrighteousness, and darkness shall
pursue his foes. *“The Lord Jesus shall
be revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on:
them that know not God, And that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ :
who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power” (2 Thess.
i 7-9).

The) Iangnage of the symbol we are con-
sidering, calls to mind a passage in Jece-
miah (iv. 6), in which the destructive
operation of God's judgments towards
Judah is similarly pourtrayed. *‘Set up
the standard towards Zion : retire, stay
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not : for I will bring evil from the north,
and a; great destruction.”

¢ A whirlwind from the north ” would,
therefore, be a style of symbolical descrip-
tion which would prove very forcible and
impressive to those who, in Ezekiel’s time,
had already experienced something of the
kind, in the Babylonian invasion which
desolated their land. It would, to the
mind of each of his fellow-captives, be an
intimation of an uunparalleled disaster and
ruin. As such we may consider it. The
event of whieh it isintended to serve asan
illustration, will be unexampled in the en-
tire history of the world., The destruction
of life and of property which will charac-
terise the era of God’s judgment of the
nations, will be without precedent in all
the annals of human woe.

We have already quéted Paul's allusion
1o the * flaining fire ” which is to accom-
pany the Lord Jesus at his appearing. The
symbol which Ezekiel saw was not the

likeness of fire uncontrolled. There wasa-

bright c¢sntre to it—**out of the midst
thereof there was as the colour of amber.”
I take that to signify that the judgments
which will precede the establishment
of Christ’s kingdom will be unmistakably
Divine in their character, and not like the

ordinary disasters which befall mankind in .

purely natural ways. There is probably
a large per-centage of calamity with which
God hasnothing to do. Troubles overtake
individuals, aud communities with which
no punitive idea can be associated. There
is no distinet intelligence at work gene-
rating the force which bursts a boiler, or
wrecks a ship. Hundreds of occurrences
of this sort happen, and God is not res-
ponsible for their happening, and intends
nothing by them. They belong to a large
class of events of a purely fortuitous
character, which take place outside the
sphere of his purpose. To speak in the
symbolic manner of this vision—there is
no “ brightness as the colour of amber,” in
the midst of a fire that burns to the
- ground a Gentile factory, or theatre or
hotel.  God is not concerned in such
matters, but just leaves the guilty race to
fall into its own calamities, and escape
them as best it may.

But the dire occurrences which this
symbol may be supposed to foreshadow
will be conspicuously divine in the causes
which produce them. ‘¢ All the heathen
shall see my judgments that I have exe-
cuted.”

Dr, Thomas has some excellent re-
marks to the following effect : ‘It was,”
he observes, ‘“ customary with the Lord to
answer men by fire when any great prin-
ciple, or new institution, was to be estab-
lished. The covenant of Abraham was
confirmed by fire : there was fire from the
Lord on the occasion of Aaron’s induction
to the office of High Priest ; when the
plague was stayed at the intercession of
David, the Lord answered him by fire
from heaven upon the altar of burnt offer-
ing, and thus indicated the place he had
chosen to put his name there ; and also at.
the dedication of the temple fire consumed
the sacrifices in the same way.” We may,
therefore, regard this part of the sym-
bolism before us as setting forth not only
the destructive operation of God’s judg-
ments upon the nations, but also the
inauguration of a new departure in the
history of His relationship to man. This
epoch is fitly styled ‘‘the regeneration
when the Son of Mar shall sit upon the
throne of His glory.” Things will every-
where be put upon a different footing, and
have a new start. There will be new
magistrates, and judges, and princes, and
kings, and priests—a new system from top
to bottomn, the world throughout—the last
first, and the first last, the poor exalted,
and therich sent emptyaway, and mankind
brought to a state of hearty and intelligent
sympathy with all the beneficent and
glorious will of God.

The prophet proceeds (verse 5) * Out of
the midst of the fire caine the likeness of
four living creatures.” It would seem im-
possible that we should understand this
description, had we only the words before
us as a guide. We have, however, in Rev.
v. another vision of the same character,
no doubt, but exhibiting features which
were not present in the symbol which
Ezekiel beheld. Four living creatures are
spoken of there also, and they are repre-
sented as saying, ‘‘ Thou hast redeemed us
to God by thy blooed, out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation.” We
conclude, accordingly, that Ezekiel saw in
these four living ones a symbol of the
totality of the redeemed. *‘ They had the
likeness of a man.” The nativns are to be
governed by, and God is to be manifested
in, a great multitude that have belonged
to the human race. To the angels hath he
not put in subjection the world to come,
of which we speak. * ¢ shall reign
upon the earth” say the four living
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creatures in the Apocalypse. God is
pleased thus to ordain, and to such as our-
selves the call to His kingdom and glory
has been addressed. He might have
arranged it otherwise, and provided for the
due regulation and adjustment of human
affairs, by appointing over them an order
of beings that never had any connection
with the species. But thisis not his plan.
It is necessary that the authority of the
future age should be placed in the hands
of such as have had practical experience of

 the weakness of human nature, whose
characters, too, have been refined and
perfected by trial, who have acquired
patience and generosity, and a thorough
knowledge of good and evil, and who have
walked by faith in God’s promises, and in
obedience of His commandments in a day
of darkness and transgression, when men
have been filled with their own devices,
and there has been no fear of God before
their eyes.

Ezekiel further describes the faces of the
four living creatures which he saw—verse
10.—*¢ They four had the face of a man,
and the face of a lion on the right side ;
and they four had the face of an ox on the
left side ; they four-also had the face of an
eagle.” To understand this, it is necessary
that we refer to the military grouping of
the Israelitish camp in the wilderness, as
recorded in Num. ii. That camp consisted
of the Tabernacle and the families of the
house of Levi in the centre, and a fourfold
division of the remainder, ranged in due
order, according to the respective ensigns
orstandards of the tribes of Judah, Reuben,
Ephraim, and Daniel. Now, we gather
that Judah’s heraldic symbol was that of a
lion. Reuben’s, that of a man. Ephraim’s,
that of an ox; and Dan’s, that of an
eagle, This was the marching and mili-
tary arrangement of the Israelitish host.
It is a point of great significance then,
that the four forms of animal life, which
were incorporated in the symbol seen by
Ezekiel, should be characteristic of the
nation of Israel in its aggressive relations.
All who become the constituents of this
corporation are Israelites. In fact, the
Scriptures are not permanently concerned
with any other mation. A full end is
to be made of every other nationality,
and the nation and kingdom that will not
serve Israel, shall perish. God’s salvation
is of the Jews. His purpose is connected
with the seed of Abraham, and His king-

dom is the kingdom of Israel restored.
Christ is to ozcupy the throne of his father,
David, and to rule over the honse of Jacob
for ever. At his coming, thereis to be a
re-building of the Tabernacle of David,
that has fallen down (Amos ix. 11).

Now, how are those, who are mnot
natarally of the stock of Abraham, to be-
come engrafted thereon, and so be capable
of representation in the symbolic cheru-
bim, which Ezekiel saw ?  Well, God has
provided a way in which this can be done.
No stranger could become a fellow-citizen
with the house of Israel, who did not sub-
mit to the rite of circumcision. And if
we, as Gentiles in the flesh, desire to
partake the privileges and blessings which
God has promised to Israel, we must
undergo what Paul speaks of as ‘‘the cir-
cumeision made without hands” (Col. ii.
11-12).

This is the all-important matter for
both Jews and Gentiles, under the present
dispensation. Fleshly descent from Abra-
ham profits nothing, as far as regards the
glorious facts pourtrayed in this symbol.
““‘He is not a Jew who is one outwardly.”
“They are not all Israel who are of
Israel ” ** Circumcision is nothing, and
uncircumeision is nothing, but the keeping
of the commandments of God.” ¢ We,”
says Paul, ‘‘are of the circumecision who
worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the

sh.”

It is a fact that the Israelitish character
of the divine scheme is almost universally
ignored in our day. Men have substituted
for~it all manner of pagan ideas about
heaven and hell-going, and consequently
never dream of connecting themselves with
the house of Israel in the manner described
in the apostolic Scriptures. Still less are
they prepared to contemplate that house
in the aggressive and military aspects in
which it seems to be presented in Ezekiel’s
vision. We learn from Zech. ix. 13, that
it is God’s intention to use Judah as His
bow and Ephraim as His arrow, and to
make Zion’s sons as the sword of a mighty
man. Anrd in Jeremish li. 20 we have
Israel spoken of as Jehovah's battle-axe
and weapons of war, by means of which
he will destroy kingdoms and break in
pieces the nations. In the subjugation of
the world to Messiah’s rule there will
necessarily be war. The reigning powers
are not likely to vacate their thrones with-



65 THE FIRST CHAPTER OF EZEKIEL.

[The Christadelphian,
Feb. 1, 1884.

out a struggle. Their attitude towards
Christ has received prophetic description
in the second Psalm, where the kings of
the earth are represented as setting them-
selves, and the rulers as taking counsel
together, against the Lord and hisanointed.
But all their opposition will prove futile
and vain, for the Power of the Eternal
will be incorporate in the mighty host
which then shall claim jurisdiction overall
the nations, and the grand result will be
that the kingdoms of this world will be-
come ‘‘the kingdoms of our God and of
his Chgist.”

I know this is not the view which is
commonly entertained in religious circles.
The impression prevails that mankind.are
gradually to become christianised, by the
preaching of the gospel (or whatis sup-
posed to be the gospel). It is held that
the world is but as yet in its moral in-
fancy, and that in the course of untold
ages yet to come, it will undergo such
progress and development in spiritual
directions as will result in the universal
triumph and ascendency of righteousness
and truth.  But surely if anything akin
to the Christendom of the present hour is
to be the final issue, the consummation is
not calculated to excite much enthusiasm
of desire.  God has a shorter, a more
effective and satisfactory plan, in His re-
vealed purpose to establish his kingdom by
His own irresistible might embodied in
His immortal son, and in the glorious
hosts of His friends, whom He will admit
to a share in the authority which will find
its all-powerful and beneficent centre in
Him on account of whom the ages were
ordained.

‘We pass on to notice the description of
the feet of these four living creatures con-
tained in verse 7. ‘Their feet were
straight fect and the sole of their foot was
like the sole of a calf’s foot.” This part
of the symbol depicts the retributive as-
pect of the work which the glorified saints
will perform, in executing the vengeance
of God upon the rebellious populations.
We draw this conclusion from a prophecy
to be found in Malachi iv. 2-8, ‘“ Ye shall
go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.
And ye shall tread down the wicked : for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your
feet in the day that I shall do thés, saith
the Lord of hosts.” These straight feet
are so formed in view of what is to be ac-
complished by their means. The righteous

are to tread down the wicked, ‘ust as
calves of the stall tread down the refuse in
their joy and eagerness to be released.
This is an inspired representation of the
destiny of evil men. They are not be

restored to the .divine favour. They are
not to have a second chance. Neither are
they to be kept alive in agony. They are

simply to be destroyed, and the righteous
are to be employed as the instruments of
their destruction.

Their feet, moreover, *‘sparkled like
the colour of burnished brass.” This re-
minds us of what is said in Rev. of the
similitude that appeared to John in Patmos
—*¢“one like unto the Son of Man, whose
feet were like unto fine brass, as it they
burned in a furnace.” It is remarkable,
too, that in Micah iv. 18 we have brass
used in a like symbolical manner. ¢ Arise
and thresh, O daughter of Zion; for I
will make thine horn iron, and thy hoofs
brass, and thou shalt beat in pieces many
people.”  Burnished brass, however, is
suggestive of a purifying process, and the
meaning doubtless is that it is not Israel
after the flesh that are to be exalted to
this glorious destiny, but Israel purged of
all their dross. Dr. Thomas has pointed
out that there were many things connected
with the temple furniture which were
made of burnished brass—such as the
altar of burnt-offering—the Laver with his
foot—the two pillars of the porch, snd
other things besides, All the brass so
used was hoiy. ¢ Gold, silver, brass, iron,
tin, and lead, everything,” said Moses,
‘“that may abide the fire, ye shall make
go through the fire, and it shall be clean ”
(Num. xxxi. 22).

Thereissomeimpressiveinstructionfor us
here. The feet that are to tread down the
wicked don’t belong to the common run of
men. The character which finds its symbol
here has been subjected to God’s refining
methods. This indeed is but another
form of stating the apostolic truth that
¢ through much tribulation we must enter
the kingdom of God.” Its great honours
will not be indiscriminately bestowed. As
human beings come into this world they
are not eligible for any divine uses. They
require to get rid of the characteristics
that appertain more or less to-atl natural
creatures. The truth finds everybody in
this state—a state of unfitness for the
kingdom of God. Our minds, all our in-
telleetual and moral affinities require read-
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Jjustment and purification before we can be
qualified to take part with Christ in the
glorious work he is coming to do. The
only means by which this can be accom-
plished cousists of a diligent application
to the study and practice of the Scriptures
on our part. The neglect of this cannot
be supplemented in any other way.

Now, each of these four living creatures
had not only four faces, but four wings,
and we read (ver. 8) that they had the hands
of @ man under their wings on their four
sides—their wings were joined one to
another ; they turned not when they went ;
they went everyone straight lorward.

The presence of human hands in such a
symbol is suggestive no doubt of the fact
that what is here represented is connected

with the race to which we belong. That

is to say the company of the redeemed
have been taken out from the multitudes
of Adam’s posterity. The work of setting
up the kingdom of God will not be done
by angels, but by an instrumentality
developed from among men. God could
indeed do it all himself without making
use of any agency whatsoever in the work;
but he graciously invites co-operation, and
by the ministry of the Apostles he has
extended the invitation even to us Gentiles,
who are naturally aliens from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers to the
covenants of promise.

‘Moreover, as hands are used to take hold
with, their presence in this symbol may
be indicative of the fact that the divine
work of which we are speaking will not be
seized upon by any loose or yielding grasp,
but that the agents employed will not let
go till it is fully accomplished, and God’s
will is done in earth, even as itisin
heaven !

And as wingsare used for locomotion in
the air, they may here stand for the idea
that in the future wriel of political power
the saints will not have their movements
curtailed by any law of gravitation, but
will aceomplish whatever locomotion may
be needed in any given case. In fact, as
verse 12 has it, ‘¢ Whither the spirit was
to go, they went. They will just be the
vehicles of the divine power. Wherever
that power takes them in the process of
establishing the kingdom, there they will
go—and go “* straightforward ”—no diple-
macy necessary in their case, and no turn-
ing aside from their purpose by reason of
obstacles great or small. All who stand

against them will be as the chaff of the
summer threshing floor which the wind
driveth away. And so multitudinous will
be their power that it will resemble the
rush and roar of great waters.

The voice of the symbol which John
saw was like unto the sound of many
waters. Waters are the recognised figure
in Apocalyptic symbolism for vast con-
courses of intelligent beings as we learn
from Rev.xvii.15. The noise of the wings
of these ltvingereatures which Ezekiel saw,
was(ver. 24)““like the noise of great waters,
as the voice of the Almighty, as the voice
of speech, as the noise of an host: when
they stood they let down their wings,” and
so the sound of battle ceased.

There is a very suggestive statement in
verse 14, ‘‘ And the living creatures ran
and returned as the appearance of a flash of’
lightning,” which we will notice beforc
we pass on. This may give us some 1dea
of the possibilities of the immortal nature.
Perhaps Jesus intended a hint of the same
sort in his conversation with Nicodemus.
To be ‘“born of the Spirit” is elearly a
very different thing from what some people
take it to be. It is to be able to come and
go like the wind—to appear and disappear
like a flash of lightning. No flesh and
blood power can withstand the force
that is capable of running and returning in
this wise. It is the power of God, and it
will in due time receive embodiment and
manifestation upon the earth, in a glorious
host who will act as the executors of his
judgments, and the administrators of his
will—doing his commandments, and
hearkening unto the voice of his word.

In the 13th verse the symbol presents a
further aspect of a very striking kind—
““burning coals of fire, lamps of fire,
moving about among the living creatures.”
What may we understand by this? I
think we may regard it as a manifes-
tation of the Spirit of God, in the act of
prepring the saints for the great work to
be accomplished by their means. In the
Apostolic age we learn there was a dis-
tribution of the giftsof the Spirit to every
man according to the will of God. Some
were more highly endowed than others,
as we read in 1 Cor. xii. 7.

Now these spiritual gifts are to be the
possession of all Christ’s friends 1n the
immortal state. It will then be literally
true that nothing will be impossible unto
them. The Spirit will energise them for
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their work, and the lamps and. coals of
fire will not cease ts burn in their midst.
We gather that there are special positions
and functions to be assigned to those for
whom they have been prepared in the
kingdom of God. Some are to occupy
places in close proximity to Christ, sitting
on his right hand and on his left.  One
star differeth from another star in glory :
so also is the resurrection of the dead.”
Everyone will fill his appropriate place,
and be endowed by the Spirit with the
precise forms of qualification which it may
demand, The fire will, first of all, move
about among the living creatures, and so
there will result the precise adaptation of
every member of this glorified and im-
mortal company to the particular function
he may be required to fulfil

‘We next find in verse 15 that this sym-
bolism developes others details of a curious
and inferesting sort. A wheel with four
faces, presenting the aprearance of a
wheel in the middle of a wheel. When
they went, they went upon their four
sides, and they turned not when they
went. They were of large circumference,
and were full of eyes.

We associate with a wheel the idea of
rapidity of motijon ; and as the eye is the

symbol of intelligence, we may suppose -

the interpretation of this part of the vision
to lie in the fact that all the movements
of the immortal host, which will be con-
trolled by the eternal spirit, will not be
of a haphazard description, but that per-
fect wisdom and discernment will gunide
their rapid locomotion. The wheels, to
the prophet’s eye, did not seem to revolve
as they went—their revolution being too
swift for his perception. Motion on an
inconceivably quick and gigantic scale, for
purposes connected with infinite wisdom,
appears to be the thought which may be
most properly attached to this part of the
prophet’s vision.

This idea is not too improbable to find
practical illustration in the work of estab-
lishing the Kingdom of God. Welive in an
age when the importance of rapid intercom-
munication is universally felt, and when
very wonderful provision is made for it.
We can flash our messages in a few seconds
across 3,000 miles of ocean, and have our-
selves conveyed the same distance in a
comparatively short space of time. There
will be no diminution of such facilities in
the period to which this vision refers,

immortal rulers will in no case
find distanee an impediment to the
effective  prosecution of their work.
They will never find themselves out-
distanced by the fugitive transgressor,
even though he should take the wings of
the morning and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea. The ends of justice are
often defeated now by the limitations of
the present condition of existence. There
will be no such barriers in the kingdom of
God to those whose function it will be to
detect and arrest rebeilion, and to see
that the will of God is done. Jesus dis-
cerning Nathaniel before he was visible to
the eve of sense, is an illustration of the
mode of perception which finds its symbol
in these wheels so full of eyes.

Their beryl-like appearance, their beau-
tiful sea-green colour, may suggest the
harmony of their movements, so rapid,
yet so unerring and free from confusion.
No unseemly crossing of each other’s path.
No misunderstanding of anything that re-
lates to the glorious purpose of God. Andno
lack of moral fitness and beauty in their
aims. There could scarcely be a more
charming thought in conmection with the
subject. ~ Swift for retribution, and for
succour too. In the present order of
things how many deaths occur and evils
happen, because immediate assistance is
not available! And often, in our very
haste, what delays take place! The joy-
ful day is coming, however, when bene-
ficence and skill will have wings and
wheels that will outspeed the shafts of
morning Jight, and there will be no break-
down on the road, for the spirit of life will
be the motive power.

It may also be that these wheels with
four faces, are intended to represent the
house of Israel after the flesh, as arrayed
in military form, under divine direction.
Those who have seen the movements of
several battalions on review-day, will be
acquainted with the wheel-like character
of some of their proceedings, We have
noted the Israelitish significance ot the
four faces, which belonged to the wheels
as well as the living creatures. There are
several passages in the Prophets which
seem to teach that God will make a mili-
tary use of the nation of Israel in the sub-
jugation of the Gentiles to-His sway ; as,
for instance, in Zech. ix. 13, where the
sons of Zion are to be raised up against
the sons of Greece. And, again, in Zech.
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x, 3, where the house of Judah is spoken
of as Jehovah’s goodly horse in the battle.
He has promised that he will get Israel
¢‘ praise and fame in every land where they
have been put to shame’ (Zeph. iii. 19).
We read in verse 19 that *“ when theliving
creatures went, the wheels went by them.”
This statement may be indicative of the
close connection which will exist in the
future age between Israel according to the
flesh, and the immortal saints. In the
early stages of that Divine programme
there will apparently be concerted action
on both parts such as we have described—
the mortal nation operating in the hands
of the Lord Jesus and his glorified
brethren, for the purpose of effecting the
conquest of all might and dominion under

~ the whole heaven, and placing Christ in
that position of glorious supremacy which
the concluding part of Ezekiel's vision
assigns him.

The result of the whole is, that the
entire sphere of their movements assumes
a crystal-like translucence. They . are
arched over byafirmamentbricht and clear,
the wings of the living creatures cover
their bodies—no longer needed for the pur-
pose symbolised in the earlier part of the
vision. Christand his friends are enthron-
ed in their seats of undisputed power.
There is fire and brightness round about,
to indicate that light and heat and incor-
ruptibility and life are incorporate in the
substance of him who occupies the throne,
and become the source of a blessedness that
is ‘‘as the appearance of the bow that is in
the cloud in the day of rain.” The rain-
bow is ever associated in our minds with

Jehovah’s covenant. which guarantees
the permanence of that great sal-
vation which will result from the

establishment of Messiah’s throne upon
the earth. It isaun everlasting covenant—

a covenant that relates to a period con-
cealed, but none the less certain on that
account—a covenant of life and peace,
which ne’er shall end.

Ezekiel relates that when he saw this
wonderful appearance of the likeness of
Jehovah’s glory, he fell upon his face. It
was a gorgeous and dreadful, and yet
most comiorting spectacle—a vision of
Eiokim, as he saysin the first verse—a
symbolic representation of the Eternal
One, manifested in a mighty host of
Adamically-descended, but now perma-
nent, forms, for the purposes of His own
praise and glory in the earth. As such,

1t was a fitting preliminary to the mis-

sion on which the Prophet was sent—a
mission to an impudent, stiff-ne ked,
rebellious, people—at a time, too, when
God’s affairs, upon earth, were all in a
state of apparently hopeless confusion—
His nation dispersed and "down-trodden,
His city in desolation, His Holy Te.uple
a ruin. To Ezekiel himself, this symbol-
ism must have furnished a most opportune,
and impressive and consolatory assurance,
that better days were yet in store for all
those who were waiting for God, and
hoping in His word, and that a triumph-
ant and glorious destiny was appointed
for Israel, in the day of the full accom-
plishment of Jehovah’s great purpose,
when He will no longer require to be ap-
proached or apprehended by symbolic
means, but when His tabernacle will be
with men, and He will dwell among men,
and be their God, and wipe away all
tears from their eyes, and the last page of’
the history of the earth’s exile from Him
shall have been written, and its immortal
population shall rend the air with songs
of praize to Him who sits upon the
Throne, and to the Lamb.—BroTHER
ASHCROFT.

‘“ MADE SUBJECT To VaNITY” (for a
reason and with a prospect). —This is
Paul’s all-satisfactory philosophy of the
present evil state. But look at the
philosophy of it as evolved by the merely
natural thinker—the man who sees and
cogitates, but ignores what has been re-
vealed by Moses, the prophets, and the
apostles. Here it is :—*¢ The stuff of life
is pain. Existen eis a mistake, because
its basis is an irrational and impulsive will
which it isSimpossible to satisfy. Look at

the facts of life.  All conditions are full of
evil. What are called advances in happi-
ness indicate only the removal of some
obstructions to individual development ;.
and what is the cost of this removal? It
is the introduction of new causes and forms.
of pain. Pleasure—what does it imply?
It implies an antecedent want, and it in-
volves an exhaustion of nervous tissue.
Pain is the persistent experience. Itholds
the field, until, at length, death, hitherto
checked by the will tolive, gainsthevictoy.”






