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" 7/e (Jesus) tin it sa net ifirth, and they ioho are sanctified, are all of one (Father)
for vhich cause lit· is not ashamed to call them, BRETHREN. —(Heb. ii. 11.)

" For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THE
SONS OF GOD."—(Rom. vii. 19.)
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DR. THOMAS DESCENDS A COAL SHAFT AND MORALISES ON
FACTORY LIFE.

In the account of his first visit to Scotland, Dr. Tliomas says :—" While
at Paisley, we were very hospitably entertained at the mansion of Mr. Coates,
called Ferguslie House, beautifully situated in the midst of grounds very
tastefully laid out, opposite the Braes of Gleniffer, and commanding in the
rear an extensive view over the valley of the Clyde. Mr. Coates* name is
well known in this country to all who use cotton sewing thread. He has a
princely residence, and a palatial factory in which he employs about 400
hands. His residence is fitted up in the most costly, convenient, and
elegant style ; and the furniture of the richest and newest fashion.

" A day was set apart for a special visit to Mr. Coates' mines some few
miles from Paisley, after which we were to partake of the good cheer pro-
vided at Ferguslie. We descended into Avernus, and found when all wa's
ready the descent as easy as Yirgil says. It was a holiday with the colliers
on account of the burial of one of their number who had been burned the
day before by an explosion of gas in the pit. Mr. Coates having ordered
the engine to be fired up, we invested ourselves in the meanwhile with
rough garments and tarpauling hats to suit. The band being adjusted on
the periphery of the wheel, we all got into the bucket and were lowered a
thousand feet into the earth. We traversed the mine up hill and down hill
about the third of a mile. In some parts of the way we could walk
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upright; but in others, where
' troubles' would occur, or an inclined
plain was formed for rail boxes, it
was necessary to form our bodies
into two sides of a square. The
mining operations were explained to
us by the overseer who accompanied
us. The darkness made visible by
our flickering lamps was intense, yet
though jso deep below the surface
and the level of all its graves, we
were not in ' the lowest sheol;' for
we were still to be found in a living
organised condition ; if Jonah how-
ever, when in the great fish, were in
' the belly of hell,' as he said, we
were unquestionably there. His no
doubt was a warmer place than ur%.
but darker it was impossible to be.
Our exploration occupied abou*·» two
hours, when we re-entered the
bucket, and ascended to the light of
day.

" Having returned from the mines,
Mr. Coats showed us over his sew-
ing thread factory. The rooms
where the thread is wound on the
bobbins would be a surprising ex-
hibition of industry and art to the
first father of mankind. The bob-
bin-making department is also very
interesting because of the ingenious
machinery by which the bobbins
are formed. But what a monoton-
ous existence to those who are em-
ployed in such establishments as

these ! Highly interesting to visi-
tors viewing for an occasion the
combined operations of the vast
concern ; but to be tending day after
day for a life-time the winding of
a set of bobbins, or the unvarying
action of a piece of machinery, O,
we had rather not be than live to
be an automaton such as this ! But
what are men to do 1 The bondage
of a stern necessity compels them to
labour hard, tediously, and mono-
tonously for the bread that perishes ;
and a hopeless, cheerless, labour it is
when unsolaced by the hope of glory.
Ah, it is the poor that must needs
rejoice in the gospel of the kingdom.
They have no luxuries nor elegancies
in their dwellings; nay, can scarce
get the needful to keep their soul in
life. When the kingdom comes 'he
will fill the hungry with good things ;
and the rich he will send empty
away.' Blessed epoch, glorious era
for the poor ! The King shall de-
liver the needy when he crieth ; the
poor also, and him that hath no
helper. He shall spare them, and
save them, and redeem them from
deceit and violence, and their un-
gentle blood shall be precious in his
sight. Factories, we opine, if
allowed to exist at all, wiJl not then
be penitentiaries for unfortunates
whose poverty is their only crime."

MR. DARWIN AND REVELATION.

The papers publish a letter of Mr. Darwin's to show that in his last
days, he was an unbeliever. The need for any showing of this, it appears,
lay in the fact alleged by the publisher of the letter, that " priests of various
creeds are claiming Darwin for their own." We need not trouble about the
priests one way or other. If called upon for a choice, the quiet student of
nature would on many grounds be preferable to the ecclesiastical sorcerers,
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who unite such assumptions with such spiritual incompetence. But there is
a, choice still better which leaves both out in the dark and in the cold—the
middle ground of a revelation of fact that is in harmony witli nature, and
supplementary to it, in the grandest manner. In so far as Darwin's words
may bear on this, we look at them just for a moment. The letter was in
answer to certain unpublished questions by a student:—

" Sir,—I am very busy, and am an old man in delicate health, and have not time to
answer your questions fully, even assuming that they are capable of being answered at
all. Science and Christ have nothing to do with each other, except in as far as the habit
of scientific investigation makes a man cautious about accepting any proofs. As far as I
am concerned, I do not believe that any revelation has ever been made. With regard to
-a future life, every one must draw his own conclusions from vague and contradictory
probabilities.—Wishing you well, I remain, your obedient servant,

"Down, June 5, 1879." "CHAIILES DARWIN.

We notice the following points :—

1. Science and Christ have nothing to do with each other. True ; but
they are not inconsistent writh each other. CJirist is not to be discovered
by scientific investigation, but he is not excluded by anything that scientiiic
investigation brings to light. Science and the Pope have nothing to do with
-each other; but the Pope is a fact for all that, and a baleful one, which
science can do nothing to abolish. Christ is a fact, and a blessed one, which
«cience cannot exclude, but, on the contrary, has a large demand and a large
place for, when social economics are taken into the purview.

2. Except in so far as scientific investigation makes a man cautious
•about accepting any proof. " Cautious," Mr. Darwin, but not impervious ;
«cautious in being sure that proof is proof, but not obstinate in refusing the
proof because the proof proves what you don't want to believe. It is a good
thing to be cautious; and in so far as scientific investigation develops the
faculty of cautiously and accurately measuring and estimating facts, it will
be a help in the final "accepting of proofs." But what are we to say
when it lands a man in the position of refusing to accept the proofs because
he doesn't like them ? We can only say that "scientific investigation " has
not made him cautious, but incapable: not only made him careful in his
.studies, but brought his mental faculties into a perverse paralysis, which
incapacitates him for accepting proofs at all, except in one direction.

3. As far as I (Mr. Darwin) am concerned, I do not Velieve that any
revelation lias ever been made. Well, poor Mr. I)arwin, the fact is to be
noted with some pity, and without much surprise. You have been study-
ing shells, and worms, and fossils, and evidence of revelation would not be
found among them if they were studied for a million millenniums. You have
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been frightened away by a wholesome horror of the priests and their fablesr

from the sphere where the evidence was to be found ; and you imagined
their fables and the teachings of revelation were one and the same thing.
Your non-belief, while having great weight with those who know more
about fossils than the Bible, will have none at all with those who know
more about the Bible than the fossils.

4. With regard to a future life, every one must draw his own conclusions-
from y$ague and contradictory probabilities.—A conclusion drawn from
<{ vague and contradictory " evidence, would stand on a somewhat unsub-
stantial foundation, in the precincts of the inner man ; but drawn from
"vague and contradictory probabilities" they must be airy and phantasmal
indeed—floating intangibly in cloud. But, Mr. Darwin (you are among the
worms and cannot hear ; still it is useful to apostrophise you thus) : do you
really mean that our conclusions as to a future life depend upon the con-
struction of " probability," vague or otherwise ? Do you call the appear-
ance of Jesus Christ, 1800 years ago, a probability? Do you call the
apostolic writings a probability 1 Do you call the work of establishing Christ-
ianity (even such as it has become), a probability 1 Do you call the Jewish
race a probability ? Do you call the fulfilment of prophecy a probability ¥
Mr. Darwin, Mr. Darwin, your close watchings of the movements of worms,
and spiders have dulled your eyes to other facts—more important facts*
facts of more glorious consequence to human life—facts, Mr. Darwin—not
probabilities. We draw our conclusions from facts—facts that " wunna ding,""
as the Scotch say—facts that cannot be obliterated, that cannot even be-
concealed, and facts that, in their logical construction, yield but one conclusion,,
and that is that God, who made all things (whose existence you do not deny*
though you deny a revelation) has spoken His mind concerning His purpose
with the world He has made, and the poor perishing human race upon it,
and has shown unto us how He would have us walk in the darkness that
meanwhile covers all the earth.

EDITOR.

A DREAM.

Worn out with toil, to bed I crept,
In. peace I laid me down and slept,

Saying, ' ' Ο Lord, I praise Thee " ;
When in the visions of the night,
A lovely form, in raiment white,

Just gently jogged and woke me.

At first I felt a chilling fear,
c< Dear Brother, bethou of good cheer,.

I bring thee tidings welcome " :
Burst on my ear with glad surprise,
As touching me, she said," Arise !

We go to meet the Bridegroom/
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Then, at a glance, I saw and knew,
'Twas she we lately bid adieu,

In yonder graveyard sleeping ;
And springing to my feet, I saw,
Two angels standing at the door,

Like watchers, vigil keeping.

Th' Archangel's voice had woke the dead,
And found me slumb'ring on my bed,

The awful summons waiting ;
And, Oh, the all-absorbing thought,
As to the Judgment-seat we're brought,

With steps and breath abating !

That night I'd preached his coming near,
Which brought forth many a silent tear,

Responding " Come, Lord Jesus."
I'd warned the sinner, cheered the saint,
And so, retiring tired and faint,

I sought the rest sleep gives us.

And thus I lay in sweet repose,
Trusting in Him who only knows,

When, where, and how it shait be.
My mind was musing o'er the theme,
I wake, and find it all a dream,

Saying " 0 Lord, I praise thee."

CM. Η

T H E V I S I B L E H A N D O F GOD
IN

MIRACLES, SIGNS, AND WONDERS:

The nature and design of such operations and their necessity to the accomplishment
of the work of God in the earth.

No. 23.

Saul proved an unfaithful king. What that means will be discerned by
those who understand the difference between faithfulness in its common
acceptation and faithfulness towards God. A man is faithful in the com-
mon acceptation who performs what he undertakes, as between man and
man ; but a man faithf αϊ to God is one who aims at carrying out the ap-
pointments of God, for no other reason than that they are the appointments
of God. Such a man has such an aim, because he discerns, and is deeply
impressed with the fact, that all things belong to God, and that God only
has the right to appoint what is to be done. Because he so discerns, and
because the wisdom and excellence of God are loveably manifest to him, he
" delights in the law of God after the inward man," as jPaul expresses it.
" I delight to do thy will, Ο my God," as David has it. Such a man is
faithful to God, because his first consideration is " What is the will of God Ί
What is His appointment ψ In this sense, Paul informs us that Christ was
" faithful to Him that appointed him " (Heb. iii. 2). This also was the dis-
tinguishing excellence of Moses as a servant, as Yahweh Himself pointedly
declared (Num. xii, 7-8). More or less, it is the characteristic of every ac-
cepted son or daughter in every age. This, in fact, is the faithfulness of
the faithful to be manifested and acknowledged in the day of account: a
controlling susceptibility in reference to the divine will; an anxiety to
know it; a zealous readiness to do it.

The Saul class are by no means distinguished in this way. They are
governed by their own impressions and feelings as natural men. They are
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unsusceptible of solicitude towards God. They conceive of things, and do-
things merely as creatures possessing a certain power of observing facts and
reasoning on them. They have no active sense of God's prerogative : no-
tender zeal for His will: no jealousy for His rights or regard for His
name. £Tay, they have not even a practical sense of His existence.
The things they see and the things they feel form the boundary
line of their philosophy. They are insensible to the higher aspect of
things as the embodiment of the Father's power for the Father's purposes.
They are strictly creatures of sense—" common-sense," as it is called—·
which is all very well for the regulation of matters that are to be dis-
cerned only by the ear and eye : but out of place when applied to things
that we can only know by revelation, such as the will of God and the-
nature of duty.

Saul showed himself a thoroughly natural man in these respects on
more than one occasion. One case may suffice to illustrate all. He was
sent to destroy the nation of the Amalekites. His instructions we re-
specific, very precise, and thorough : " Go and smite Amalek and utterly
destroy all that that they have, and spare them not ; but slay both man.
and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass/' We will
not stay to discuss the humanitarian view of these words—the view, namely,,
that they are inhuman, barbarous, blood-thirsty words—words by no pos-
sibility divine. This view has been sufficiently disposed of several times
over by the exhibition of the truth that the Creator as the Proprietor-
may, when He sees fit, with righteousness become the Destroyer of men :
and that a man who receives a command to destroy under such circum-
stances, performs a work of righteousness in performing the commanded
work of destruction, as Joshua did in the utter extermination of the
Canaanite population that came into his hand, and as Christ and the saints-.
will do when they " execute the judgment written " and destroy the wicked
from the earth. Saul, not realising the divine point of view in the case,
only partially executed his commission. He and the people spared the-
king of the Amalekites, and also " the best of the sheep and of the oxen,
and of the fatlings and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not
utterly destroy THEM, but everything that was vile and refuse, that they des-
troyed utterly" (1 Sam. xv. 9). This was acting the part of the natural
man as distinguished from the spiritual man. To destroy the " vile and
the refuse " was to destroy because vile and refuse, and not because God
had commanded. To save "the best of the sheep and oxen" was
directly to disobey God—not perhaps out of a desire to disobey, but
from a natural sense of the desirability of preserving " the best of the sheep
and oxen." When Samuel, on Saul's return, found fault with this,Saul sought
to palliate his offence with a plea which made matters worse. " The people
spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice unto the Lord thy
God : the rest we have utterly destroyed " (verse 15). Samuel's rejoinder
touches the pith of the matter : " Wherefore dids't thou not obey the voice of
Yahweh?" (verse 19). Saul repeated that he had obeyed, and that what had
been preserved had been preserved for God's own service in sacrifice.
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Samuel's answer shuts Saul's mouth : " Hath Yahweh as great delight in
burnt offerings as in obeyings the voice of Yahweh ? Behold το OBEY is
better than sacrifice, and to heaken than the fat of rams. . . . Because
thou hast rejected the word of Yahweh, Yahweh hath rejected thee from
being king." Upon this Saul revealed the true secret of his proceeding.
<c Ifeared'the people, and obeyed their voice." He confessed he had sinned
in the matter, but it was the confession of a man who finds himself in the
custody of the law—caught in the act. It was the withdrawal of the
crown that brought him to his knees. When left to act without compul-
sion, he acted from merely natural considerations,—the fear of man anc
the desire to possess eligible spoil. He did not act from a recognition o'
the sacred and terribly binding obligation of the divine commandment
He acted exactly as Adam and Eve did : disobeyed from good motives
as such are reckoned by the merely natural man. In this is to be found
the answer which those need who say they cannot see in what way Saul
was no bad a man. He was not a bad man according to the human standard?
of action. He was a bad man according to the divine standard, which is tin
eternal standard. He did not recognise the divine will as the rule ol
action, but acted from human impression of what was nice, and convenient,
and useful, which is all very well where the divine will has neither prescribed
nor prohibited, but which is the reverse where God has commanded. On
this same principle, we may easily discern how it is that many men are
"good" men according to human estimate, but not good according tc
the divine estimate. The first ingredient of goodness towards God.
without which, goodness has not begun, is obedience, springing from know-
ledge which generates love and fear. It was in this sense that Saui
(though a tall man, " a goodly man to look to," and an amiable good-
natured sort of man that would be popular with the world), was by no
means a man after God's own heart, as his successor was.

It became necessary, under the circumstances narrated, to chose this suc-
cessor : and, in the choosing, we have the hand of God made visible. It
was no mere operation of Providence that elevated David from the sheep-
fold to the throne, though Providence afterwards co-operated in the process.
The finger of God visibly pointed him out. Samuel received direct com-
mand thus :—" Fill thine horn with oil and go, I will send thee to Jesse, the
Bethlehemite : for I have provided me a king among his sons"—(1 Sam.xvi.
]). "And Samuel did that which Yahweh spake, and came to Bethlehem."
Arrived at Jesse's house, he would have been helpless in the selection
without the visible hand of God. He called the sons of Jesse one by one.
The first to stand before him was Eliab, the first-born, tall, and of good
countenance. Samuel, impressed by his appearance, concluded that this
was Saul's successor. Samuel, without the directing voice of God, external
to himself, was as incapable of divine discernment as any other natural
man. " Yahweh said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, nor on
the height of his stature : because I have refused him, for Yahweh seeth
not as man seeth, for man looketh on the outward appearance, but Yahweh
looketh on the heart" So another of the sons was sent for, and Abinadab
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stood before Samuel, but with the same result: " Neither hath Yahweh
chosen this." The third was sent for, and a like declaration refused him.
The whole seven passed in this way, and none chosen. Samuel was at a
loss. He enquired of Jesse: "Are here all thy children?" The answer
revealed a " youngest "—too insignificant to have been thought of—a boy
keeping the sheep. Imperative command of Samuel brought him into the
house. As he came in, " ruddy, withal of a beautiful countenance, and
goodly to look to." Yahweh said to Samuel, "Arise, anoint him, for THIS
IS HEJ/ Samuel did so : and the Spirit of Yahweh came upon David from
that day forward. Thus was the visible hand of God employed in
the nomination and anointing of the founder of that royal house, which is
the basis of God's everlasting arrangements on earth; for the house of David
was afterwards by covenant made the house of the Kingdom of God, on the
throne of which, when re-built in the earth, the Son of David will reign for
ever, surrounded by all his brethren, including David himself, and probably
several of his interim successors—e.g., Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Josiah, &c.

Saul reigned several years after David's nomination to the kingdom. They
were years of chagrin, envy, and mortification to Saul. Naturally so, to such a
man as he. Had he been a man sensitive to the divine will, it would have
been otherwise : for such a man would have recognised and acquiesced in the
appointment of David with alacrity, and even zeal. But a man who has not
God before his eyes, but finds enjoyment in a position or occupation of
honour, per se, is the man that is unfit to fill it for God, and the man certain
to become the subject of consuming sea-green jealousy of others. A man
who seeks to do the will of God is not liable to ba afflicted in this way: for
it is his joy to see the work of God done, by whomsoever, so that it be the
work of God, and not the work of the devil under a guise, as it is always
liable to be in this age of the devil's supremacy—a mere ministering to
self-gratification, instead of the doing of those things that are well-
pleasing to God. Saul was a merely natural man, and therefore he " eyed
David from that day forward," and "sought to slay him." Saul's malady
was aggravated by a divine interference with his tranquility: " an evil spirit
from Yahweh troubled him." In this is another glimpse of the visible hand
of God at work—a negative and not blessed form of work for Saul, but al-
most the only form in which Saul was permitted to know it henceforward ;
for " when Saul enquired of Yahweh, Yahweh answered him not, neither
by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets," the divers manners in which he
signified his mind supernaturally in that age (1 Sam. xxviii. 6). In this dis-
tress,hehad recourse to a necromancer,''the witch of Endor," through whom also
the hand of Yahweh was negatively operative towards him. Necromancy
was an imposture in the sense in which spiritualism is, and astrology. There
was a certain kind of reality in it, but the nature of this reality was so mis-
understood as to become the basis of claims and pretensions utterly hollow.
The necromancers professed to rouse the dead and make them appear,
whereas they but mirrored, on electrical principles, the images existing in
the minds of those applying to them, and reflected their own impressions,
as in a dream—the reflection appearing a reality because seen and reported to
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them by another who, on ordinary principles, could not be supposed to
know. Samuel was dead, and Saul, having no longer access to divine guid-
ance, wanted to get at him for a word of counsel in the straits he felt in
the presence of a formidable army of the Philistines. He therefore had
recourse to a woman to whom popular rumour ascribed the power of bringing
back the dead.

What happened is commonly believed to justify the popular impression,
and to prove the popular doctrine of the death state. Mr. Grant cites the
case for this purpose in a recent book of his. He believes Samuel appeared,
—not bodily, yet really and apparently, that is, in a form objective to the
eyes of anyone who had been there. If this was so, why did not Saul, as
well as the witch, see Samuel ? Saul had to ask the woman what sort of a
person was coming, showing that the perception was limited to the woman
as a practiser of the necromantic art, and, therefore, that the Samuel which
appeared was not an apparition of the order of popular theory, which would
have been seen by both: but a vision subjective to the woman herself.
Again, the person seen was an old man, with a mantle, by which Saul iden-
tiried him as Samuel : do " spirits" of the apparitional order have the shape
of the bodies they leave ? and when a spirit or ghost leaves the bod}7", does
it take away a ghost of the clothes the body wears ? Samuel's ghost in
this case had a ghost of Samuel's clothes, which is intelligible enough in
view of the nature of the apparition as the spectral impression of Samuel
in the woman's brain reflected from that of Saul. On the same principle,
we see friends in dreams with their clothes. The difference in this case was
that the impression was borrowed or reflected from the brain of Saul, and
made abnormally visible to the woman in a waking state through her pecu-
liar constitution. But how is the ghost of the clothes to be explained on
the supposition that Samuel was really there ? Furthermore, Samuel said
(through the woman) "Why hast thou disquieted me to bring me up Γ
which is inconsistent with, the view that brings Samuel " down" from para-
dise. Finally, Samuel said, " To-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with
me" which must be a difficulty with those who believe that
while Samuel is in heaven, Saul and his sons went to hell.
The fact is, the whole performance was a feat of necromancy, in which
there is no raising of the dead or miraculous performance whatever, but
merely the exercise of brain and nervous power in an unusual way. But,
doubtless, Saul was permitted, though this medium, " to get his answer of
doom." That is, the mere specialities, of a necromantic operation were
supplemented by divine information of a prophetic character, to the effect
that Saul's final calamity was about to overwhelm him. This was doubtless
done on the principle frequently enunciated throughout the holy oracles,
that God chooses or employs the delusions of the wicked to their own con-
fusion.

Saul's death on the field of battle the following day left the field clear
for David, in whose case the hand of God was visibly shown on several
occasions. We pass over the conflict with Goliath, which, though doubtless a
case of God's direct co-operation, is not so manifestly supernatural as to be ser-
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viceable for the illustration of the subject in hand. Cases of the supernatural
are, in fact, not numerous in the case of David, except in the sense that his·,
whole life was a development of the ever-present Spirit of Yahweh, which
came upon him on the day of his anointing by Samuel in the house of his.
father Jesse, and inspired his pen as well as guided his sword, till
the day of his "last words," when he testified that " the Spirit of Yahweh
spake by him and His word was on his tongue.'7 (2 Sam. xxiii. 3). In this,
sense, his whole life was a blaze of supernatural light and guidance, but as-
regards what may be called the scenic exhibition of the miraculous,
the cases are few. One marked the inauguration of his career as actual
king. The Philistines hearing that David had ascended the throne of"
Judah, assembled their forces and invaded the land. David enquired of
Yahweh what he should do, and received the directness of answer refused to
Saul. Yahweh said : " Go up : I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into
thine hand." David went up and overthrew the invading host. But the·
Philistines rallied and came inf̂  the country a second time. David again
enquired of Yahweh as to his course, and was very precisely advised :
" Thou shalt not go up (that is, not in a direct manner to Rephaim,
where they had assembled), but fetch a compass behind them and come upon,
them over against the mulberry trees (exact spot indicated ; but even here·
he was to wait a signal—a divine signal !) " Let it be when thou nearest the
sound of a gong in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir
thyself, for then shall Yahweh go out before thee to smite the host of the·
Philistines." And David did as directed, and the result was an entire rout
of the Philistines—a very important event for David at that time, in the
very depressed state of Israel consequent on the Philistine victory over Saul's-
host, and the very weak and sapling condition of the kingdom of David in
the presence of an old and established and strong power like the Philistines..
It required a very direct divine taking of David by the hand in the way
indicated to save the new and young kingdom from total annihilation.

The next case was of a different order. David having repelled the attacks
of his enemies, proceeded to consolidate his kingdom, with which view he
arranged to bring the ark from the resting place it had found for 20 years
in the house of Abinadab, at Kirjathjearim, after its destructive peregrina-
tions as a captive in the land of the Philistines. He made the ceremony
of its removal an occasion of great public joy and feasting, on which, how-
ever, a cloud was thrown by the exhibition of the visible hand of God in an
unfriendly form. In the midst of the rejoicings, while the procession was
wending its way in the direction of the city of David, headed by David and
a host of musicians and dancers, Uzzah, one of the men in charge of the
ark, was smitten dead in the act of handling it. The cause was that the
oxen drawing the cart containing the ark stumbled, and Uzzah, afraid
apparently that the ark might fall out of the cart, " put forth his hand to the
ark of God and took hold of it." The incident affected David most pain-
fully; "David was displeased because Yahweh had made a breach upon
Uzzah. . . . And David was afraid of Yahweh that day, and said, How
shall the ark of Yahweh come to me 1 So David would not move the ark
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of Yahweh unto him unto the city of David;. but David carried it aside
unto the house of Obededom, the Gittite" (2 Sam. vi. 8, 10). To this,
incident, the remarks made last month on the slaughter among the
rejoicing inhabitants of. Bethshemesh on the arrival of the ark in
their midst from the land of the Philistines, are entirely applic-
able. The explanation of the occurrence is to be found in the-
breach of Yahweh's appointment in the law, which David afterwards
recognised (1 Chron. xv. 13). The fact of'the occurrence is evident from
its mere record ; for such the record or such a thing could not be accounted
for on any hypothesis short of its truth. And from the fact of its occur-
rence follows the divinity of the entire history of Israel, and, therefore, of the
apostolic testimony of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.

The next case of miraculous interposition was likewise of an untoward
character. It is not the next in order. It is, perhaps, the last in this sense.
Strictly speaking, we ought to look, before it, at the covenant communicated
to David, through the prophet Nathan, concerning the perpetual stability of
his throne in the hands of a Son who should reign for ever. This was the
visible hand of God in the life of David, in its most important form in one-
sense ; as also was the guiding presence of the Holy Spirit with him, which
made his glowing psalms the effusions of prophecy, and which exalted to·
the dignity and authority of an oracle, his "last words" concerning the
" everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure." But these most
precious exhibitions of the visible hand of God are all in the nature of
revelation by inspiration, to which attention has already been given early m
these chapters. They do not, therefore, now call for that specific considera-
tion which the miraculous destruction of nearly a hundred thousand men
naturally challenges.

David, in a moment of human complacency, had the number of his fight-
ing men enumerated. "And God was displeased with this thing," And
God sent this message to David : " I offer thee three things : choose thee
one of them, that I may do it unto thee. . . . Either three years*
famine, or three months to be destroyed before thy foes, while that the
sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee, or else three days the sword of Yah-
weh, even the pestilence in the land, and the angel of Yahweh destroying
throughout all the coasts of Israel" (1 Chron. xxi. 10-12). Concerning
this also, the remark so frequently suggested by these narratives has to be
made, that the occurrence of such a passage in the national archives of the
house of Israel is inexplicable on any other hypothesis than its
truth. If God were not in the matter, it is inconceivable that
the numbering of the people should have come to be considered
an offence : for on no principle natural to men left to their own thoughts
would such a thing be regarded in that light. To glory in one's greatness
is universal among natural men,—a thing done and accepted as the right
thing to be done in all countries, and in all ages of which history fur-
nishes any record. Even boasting is not viewed as a crime ; and as to ascer-
taining the precise extent of your resources, the idea of its being a cen-
surable thing would be scouted in every land—in every age. A mere affair
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of innocent statistics ! But here it is put down on record as a crime against
God. That the thing should be represented at all in the national records as
falling into an error is conclusive evidence of truth, in view of the universal
disposition of courtiers of all sorts to be flatterers, and,, at least, to be smooth
spoken, and say nothing about the king's faults. But that such a thing
should be represented as a punishable offence is not at all to be accounted
for on the notion that we are dealing with an invented narrative. No man
could suggest even a plausible notion of how such a narrative could come to
be put O£ record if it were not true. Its truth admitted, all is clear as
noonday.

David is greatly embarrassed—well, by the fact of his having sinned in
the matter (" I have sinned greatly because I have done this thing ; . . .
I have done very foolishly.") But much more is he embarrassed by the
choice of evil offered him. " I am in a great strait," he says. He ends the
strait by a choice which is also very eloquent of many things. " Let me
fall now into the hands of YAHWEH, for very great are His mercies : let me
not fall into the hand of man." Here is a distinction very real and practi-
cal to David in a moment of great trouble—1, falling into the hands of
Yahweh ; 2, falling into the hands of man. How came David to make the
distinction, and to choose the former in preference to the latter? According
to the view which is so very popular to-day, and becoming daily and rapidly
more and more so, there was no " falling into the hands of Yahweh " to
choose. That was a mere illusion, and any choice of that sort must have
ended in nothing. If so, how came it on this great state occasion to be a
practical alternative offered to David—by whomsoever ? The thing
offered him was not that God in Providence should go against
him : in such a case as that, it might be supposable that a merely
human occurrence might be erroneously and superstitiously described
as falling into the hands of Yahweh. The thing offered him was
offered in contrast to that : he might have that if he liked—discomfiture
before his enemies or famine ; but the third thing offered, and which
David chose, was a thing out of the order of natural occurrence altogether,
and beyond the power of any priests or conjurers to manipulate, viz., that an
angel should go through the land with ravaging pestilence for three days.
And the question pressingly returns and returns ; how came such an alter-
native to be offered to David, and David to choose it, unless the matter
were a matter of fact and truth, and no illusion at all? David expressly
stipulated that he should " not fall into the hand of man." Is not this
•evidence of a very practical discrimination on the part of David ? He had
experience of man, as we all may have; and he found, as we may all have
found, that man in power is unmerciful and false. Here is no roseate
idealising of human nature—so common to human books, but so foreign to
the one divine book on earth, which Mr. Carlyle calls " the truest of all
books." Here rather is the flat colourless record of truth—that man was
not to be trusted as the administrator of punishment. "Let me fall, now,"
exclaims David, " into the hands of Yahweh." He gives his reason : " Very
creat are Yahweh's mercies." How came he to make such a choice for such
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a reason if he had had no practical experience of the thing lamented by
Jonah on a certain occasion, that Yahweh is "gracious and merciful, and
slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth of the evil 1" (Jonah i v.
2). Ah, but he had had practical experience of it, and Israel before him
for hundreds of years, and, therefore, he chose as he did—and wisely. "So
Yahweh sent pestilence upon Israel, and there fell of Israel seventy thousand
men. And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it, and as he was
destroying, Yahweh beheld, and he repented him of the evil, and said to
the angef that destroyed, It is enough, stay now thine hand . . . And
David lifted up his eyes and SAW the angel of Yahweh stand between the
earth and the heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over
Jerusalem. Then David and the elders of Israel, who were clothed in sack
cloth, fell upon their faces. And David said unto God, is it not I that
commanded the people to be numbered % Even I it is that have sinned
and done evil, indeed ; but as for these sheep, what have they done. Let
thine hand, I pray thee, 0, Yahweh, my God, be on me and on my father's
house, but not on thy people that they should be plagued." Then followed
certain directions from the angel, concerning the sacrifices suitable to the
awful manifestation of the visible hand of God that had taken place. With
these directions, David complied with great and humble alacrity, offering
on a neighbouring (indicated) threshing floor, occupied by one, Oman, which
afterwards became the site of the temple,—offering there instead of before
the tabernacle, because the way to the tabernacle (at that time, at Gibeon,)
was barred by the interposing and sword-bearing angel of Yahweh (1 Chron.
xxi. 18-30). With the offering of the appointed sacrifices, the terror-
inspiring episode came to an end, and David proceeded to arrange for the
building of the temple—afterwards erected by Solomon.

EDITOR.

"NONE BUT GOD."

The fool hath said " There is no God;"
No God ?—Who made the morning sun,

And sent him on his heavenly road,
A far and brilliant course to run ?

Who, when the radiant day is done,
Hangs forth the moon's nocturnal lamp,

And bids the planets, one by one,
Steal o'er the night-vales dark and damp?

No God ?—Who gives the evening dew,
The fanning breeze, the fostering shower ?

Who warms the spring-morn's budding
bough,

And paints the summer's noontide
flower ?

Who spreads in the autumnal bower,
The fruit-tree's mellow stores around ;

And sends the winter's icy power,
Τ invigorate the exhausted ground ?

No God ?—Who makes the bird to wing
Its flight like arrow through the sky ;

And gives the deer its power to spring
From rock to rock triumphantly ?

Who formed Behemoth, huge and high,
That at a draught the river drains ;

And great Leviathan to lie,
Like floating isle, on ocean plains ?
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ivo God ?—Who fixed the solid ground
On pillars strong, that alter not ?

Who spread the curtained skies around?
Who doth the ocean bounds allot ?

Who all things to perfection brought
On earth below, in heaven abroad ?

Go, ponder deeply each high thought,

And thou shalt answer, "None but
God."

—Selected.

(Yes, especially if you ask a few other
questions, such as "Who raised Christ
from the dead ? " "Who gave Israel their
law?" "Who originated the Bible?" "Who
has fulfilled the prophecies ?"—Nature, we
might misinterpret ; but these matters of
fact have but one solution.—EDITOR).

NARRATIVE OF BROTHER ASHCROFT'S AMERICAN JOURNEY.

(Continued from

AUG. 29.—Our destination on leaving
Wauconda was Waterloo, in Iowa, to reach
which, λνβ must needs again pass through
Chicago. Thence the following day to
Davenport, a distance of about 300 miles.
At Davenport we tarried one night-—not
in the house of any brother, but at the
hotel which adjoins the railway, so as to
be in readiness to pursue our journey on
the following day. This circumstance
brought us into trouble with one of our
fraternity who is resident there. We had
expected that he would meet us on our
arrival, he having been informed thereof
by telegram from Chicago. It was too
late in the evening for us to seek him out,
and we scarcely felt encouraged to do so
by what we had heard respecting his wife,
who is said to be decidedly hostile towards
the friends of the truth. This rumour
certainly did not intensify our desire to
make her acquaintance. We generally find
it difficult to go to all places where a dis-
tinct desire for our presence is expressed,
and therefore have but little time or in-
clination for intercourse of an uncertain
character. Accordingly we concluded that
we would retire for the night, and "wait
developments" the following morning.
Said brother not making his appearance
at the hotel, we concluded that he' had
gone out of town, and we forthwith' went
in search of Sister Elmira Fen ton, who
resides a couple of miles or so in the

page 559, Vol. xix.)

country. With considerable difficulty we
found her out, and were much delighted to
see one whose letters we had read in the
Christadelphian with great interest ami
pleasure. In her we found a sister of excep-
tional intelligence—full of hearty apprecia-
tion of divine things. Bro. Gunn and she
had conducted some correspondence to-
gether, so that we immediately felt ourselves
at home. Sister Fentori is advanced in life,
and is obliged to be incessantly on her
guard against bodily infirmities, which,
however, her knowledge of " the healing
art" enables her to keep at bay. She

! agreed to accompany us to Waterloo, a
I journey of about six. hours' duration ordin-

arily, but which was made ten hours by the
wreck of a large freight train which
obstructed the track. A letter from our
Davenport brother followed us to Waterloo,
complaining of our conduct in passing him
by, and demanding to know the reason.
Would the Apostle Paul have been likely
to put up at the best hotels instead of seek-
ing out his poor brethren and fellowshipping
their sufferings ? The epistle scarcely
reminded us of any of the Pauline letters,
and we were obliged to confess ourselves
disappointed at its tone. We had known
nothing of our brother's capacity to accom-
modate a couple of visitors on the strength of
a message received the same day, and did
not feel certain of the sentiments our
presence might inspire on the other side of
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his house. How could we tell that our
[presence might not be regarded as a serious
•obstrusion and inconvenience by Mrs.— ? I
remember an episode that occurred in the
•experience of an old ministerial acquaint-
ance of mine, that has led me to exercise
«caution in accepting offers of entertainment
and hospitality. The host and guest were
l)oth bald-headed, and the former had
invited the latter to pass the night at his
house without consulting the mistress of
the ceremonies. My friend was astonished
on going upstairs to bed to have a woman's
fist descend upon his bald pate with more
force than was at all agreeable, and hear
a woman's voice triumphantly exclaim,
"Tak that for axing him to stop o'neet." I
fancy even the Apostle Paul· would have pre-
ferred a good hotel to the risk of encounter-
ng such feminine animosity as frequently

arises from the want of a proper under-
standing and appreciation of divine-
things. Then again, much depends upon
what is meant by " fellowshipping the
sufferings and poverty of one's brethren."
I never met a brother yet who was not
prepared to prefer the society of a true
disciple of Christ to the comfort and
luxury afforded by any hotel. And cer-
tainly had I been in quest of agreeable
circumstances I should never have cast
in my lot with the Christadelphians. But,
I am persuaded that much which is spoken
of as being " the sufferings of Christ " is
in reality nothing of the kind, but mere
self-imposed remediable misery, which is
often a disgrace to civilization. There are
so-called sanitary arrangements (?) con-
nected with the houses of some, which I
am entirely unable to regard as part of the
tribulation of the gospel. How civilised
humanity can from day to day endure
such palpable and gross inconvenience
wholly passes the comprehension of the
writer ! I am sure Paul would have imme-
diately insisted upon the abolition of
much that in the ways of some is an
offence to every delicate stomach and every
cultured mind. Nor do I consider that

in these days the afflictions of Christ
require two brethren to occupy the same
bed at night, if one of the two happens
to know from experience that he cannot
get a wink of sleep under such an
arrangement. We are not compelled to
put up with such disabling circumstances.
We have to work, and, therefore, we must
have proper rest, which, in my case, U
simply impossible in such conditions as
those supposed. Surely the surface of the
earth is extensive enough to afford ample
room for two people to pass the night
out of mutual sight and hearing.
I can sleep anywhere where warmth
and cleanliness exist, even though
it be on the bare floor, but solitariness is
indispensable, and I refuse to regard it as
any part of the obligation I owe to Christ
that I should submit to that for which
there is no necessity. Paul might have
managed without the cloak that he left at
Troas with Carpus, and we could get along
in the absence of many things which God
has given us so richly to enjoy. " Every
creature of God is good, and nothing to be
refused if it be received with thanks-
giving." Let us beware of manufactured
miseries, for there are enough without
them. All along I have been comparing
this tour with the history of Paul's travels
in the first century, and so the suggestion
of our Davenport brother has been antici-
pated in my own mind, though, perhaps,
not in a way exactly favourable to his con-
clusions. The traveller of 1,800 years ago
must have had great powers of endurance.
The means of locomotion were imperfect
and- uncertain, especially those at the
command of a labouring man such as was
Paul, who must often have been compelled
to finger the last coin, and, consequently,
have been unable to procure the very
meagre comforts which were available for
those whose purses were better filled. His
mission itself involved him in endless
annoyance and difficulty, and to him was
attended with every circumstance of ridi-
cule, and danger, and maltreatment.
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(iThrice have I suffered shipwreck : a
night and a day have I been in the deep"
—(probably floating about on a spar for
24 long and anxious hours). Hardly was
there a form of peril which had not hap-
pened to him at one time or another.
There is obviously no comparison between
his circumstances and ours, albeit we
are engaged in the same work in
which h« passed a life of restless
activity—a work which to him meant
hunger, and thirst, and persecution,
and scourging, and imprisonment, and
heavy manual toil, but a work which laid
the basis of that civilization in whose
amenities and refinements it is permitted
unto us to rejoice, as far as such rejoicing
is possible, in the absence of the better
things to come.

We reached Waterloo at about two
o'clock in the morning of Friday, Septem-
ber 1 st, and were received at the depot by
Brother Dr. Bickley,who had been waiting
tor us in the cold night air for some long
time. We were sorry to occasion him such
inconvenience, and the more so, as he
managed to take a chill, which seriously
interfered with his enjoyment of our com-
pany. He is an Israelite indeed, though
not according to the flesh. A man of per-
fect culture and urbanity, with a repu-
tation and practice as a physician, second
to none in the town. To him and to his
brother, along with Brother Hale, the
ecclesia in Waterloo (in number about 30)
accord an unqualified confidence and
esteem. They are "of good report among
those that are without," and the truth is
thrust into no subordinate position by
them. We were glad to procure the luxury
of a good rest after our long and wearisome
travel, and awoke in the morning much
refreshed and comforted. After making
the acquaintance of the several members of
the Dr.'s family (all of \vhom are of a de-
cidedly interesting and superior type) we
saunter forth into the town, which is
pleasantly situated on the banks of
the river Cedar. Waterloo has about
seven thousand inhabitants, and though

numerically not so important as*
?ome other places, is yet quite abreast
of them all, as far as such things as the-
telephone and the electric light are con-
cerned. The whole town wore an aspect
of prosperity and contentment which is
seldom apparent in English cities of the·
same size. The weather was magnificent,
and there was everything in our surround-
ings to inspire us with gratitude towards,
the bountiful source of all beneficence and
joy. Arrangements were made for a course·
of four lectures, in addition to which there
were a few meetings held specially for the-
edification of the brethren — at which
Brethren Gunn, Moire, Williams, and
others spoke in strains of wisdom and ex-
cellent counsel,'not soon to be forgotten by
those who heard. Of the public we had
a tolerable muster to hear the lectures,,
and the attention was all that could be
desired. The brethren here seem to feel
the lack of some one whose capacities and
leisure would admit of a steady and con-
tinuous proclamation of the truth in this-
part of the earth. There evidently is an
open door, and an element of devoutness
exists in the public mind which would
augur hopefully for any effort that could
be successfully begun. "Was there any
possibility of Brother Ash croft becoming
a permanent resident in the Western
Hemisphere ? And, if so, how did Water-
loo strike him as a suitable centre for oper-
ations in the service of the gospel ?""
The proposal was not without attractions,
and those, too, of a peculiarly inviting
character. It was accompanied by over-
tures which made it at least entertain-
able, and was evidently not begotten of
mere enthusiastic and ephemeral desire.
But it was not possible to speak in very
definite reply. In the first place, I knew
not how the matter would be regarded at
home, nor yet whether the English
brethren would consent to the arrange-
ment. And probably the Editor of the
Christadelphian would feel that he had a
claim upon me which could not be
righteously set aside. Personally, I would
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willingly escape from the dreadful con-
ditions of existence which almost every-
where prevail in Britain, and should
delight to transfer operations to a country
like this where the people wear a more
contented look, and are to all seeming able
to exist in something like decency and
comfort. Were I in the habit of wearing
all my responsibilities under one hat, I
would not hesitate to make the experi-
ment at least. Meanwhile, the project
must stand over for the serious considera-
tion of all whom it concerns. Should it
be the will of God that the wish of the
brethren in and around Waterloo be
realised, the way will open in due time.
e< A man's heart deviseth his way, but the
Lord directeth his steps." I noticed that
all the brethren who have emigrated to
these parts from England are not only un-
willing to return, but are quite disposed
to commiserate the friends they have left
behind in the old country. Any one
with a good trade in his fingers need have
no apprehension as to his ability to gain a
comfortable livelihood in the State of
Iowa. Employment is much more certain
and remunerative than in the over-crowded
British Isles, where business of all sorts
is a war of extermination, and a heartless
lust for gold.

I cannot pass by this part of my tour
without putting on record my grateful
appreciation of the kindness shown to me
by these dear brethren in the West. Its
spontaneousnessand its munificence simply
surprised and embarrassed me. My great
comfort lies in the apostolic assurance that
" God is not unrighteous to forget this
their work and labour of love which they
have showed toward His name." The
Wauconda brethren will please also con-
sider that this acknowledgment would
have a perfectly suitable application to
them.

We took our departure from Waterloo on
the morning of Wednesday, Sept. 6, at 3
o'clock, and in thirteen hours found our-
selves again in Chicago. The daylight
γ ortion of this long ride was not enchant-

ing. An idea of the topography of the
country may be gathered from the fact
that in all the distance between Quebec
and Waterloo (which must be about 1,500
miles) we only passed through one short
tunnel. The fields are devoid of hedges,
and such fences as do exist are, in the
neighbourhood of the railway, disfigured
by painted advertisements of quack medi-
cines, and " Yankee notions " siteh as the
following: " G o to the Drug store, 135,
Main street, for school supplies, St.
Jacob's oil, Notions, etc." The country
railway stations are often mere shanties,
and it must not be denied that in Euro-
pean eyes there is much in America that
is the very reverse of aesthetic. The rus-
ticity of many localities presents an aspect
of slovenliness and unthrift which is deci-
dedly unpleasant to behold. Absence of
history is the prevailing feature in this
western civilisation, and here the archaeolo-
gist would find no scope for his interesting
investigations.

At Chicago the brethren met the follow-
ing evening, at the house of Bro. Wallace.
One or two friendly-disposed neighbours
were present, and appeared much inter-
ested and impressed by the remarks made
by Bro. Gunn and myself. The brethren
were edified and greatly encouraged to
carry on the arduous struggle in which they
have so long been engaged. They have
proved themselves a faithful band, in spite
of repeated ecclesial disaster and schism.
In so large a city as Chicago, they experi-
ence great difficulty in keeping their move-
ments before the public eye. The rent of
a hall in anything like an eligible place
would be simply beyond their power. And
even were not this the case, there would
remain the greater difficulty of providing
for the platform in a manner consonant
with their ideas of the kind of advocacy
the truth ought to have. They, however,
are doing what they can, which is all that
Christ expects ofany of us. And, after all,
it is not so much a question of gaining the
Gentile ear, as of earnest and consistent
activity towards Christ on the part of His
friends individually, irrespectively of re
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suits, which, whether on an extensive or a
limited scale, do not, in alt cases, bring
with them the elements of satisfaction and
real success.

We left Chicago at eleven o'clock on
Friday morning, and arrived safely in
Guelph at four the following a.m. Here
I took leave of my esteemed travelling
companion, Brother Gunn, who proceeded
thence to his home in Walkerton, Bruce
Co. I was nevertheless able to indulge the
hope of meeting him again in Toronto in
about a fortnight, he having declared his
intention of being present at the lectures
there. His presence has been of great
value, both to myself and to the brethren,
who have had the advantage of his ex-
perience and earnest exhorations, and we
separated with mutual regret at the sus-
pension of our intercourse, which will be
something to think of in days to come.

The brethren in Guelph (numbering
about 40) had secured the City Hall for
three lectures on successive evenings, and
had spared no expense in the endeavour to
give due publicity to the effort. The hall
is capable of accommodating about 600
people, and was perhaps a little more than
half occupied at each lecture. We were
subjected to what threatened to prove a
serious annoyance, occasioned.by the late
arrival of some of the audience and the
early departure of others, who apparently
had no regard for the comfort of those who
were anxious to listen to the lecture in
peace. There can occur few greater trials
of patience to a lecturing brother than to
be compelled to witness the unruly
behaviour of these who belong to the
"baser sort," especially when he knows
that their conduct is distinctly intended
not only as a personal affront to himself,
but as an expression of contempt towards
those sublime verities to which he is calling
their attention. The impulse of the
natural man would have suggested an
abrupt termination of the entire proceed-
ings in sheer disgust, but I placed the
bridle on his mouth, and with the view of

obtaining respite from the disturbance,
which was becoming more and more in-
tolerable, I at length remarked that in all
probability many had come there under a
mistaken idea of what was to be heard,
and had no interest in the lecture that
was being delivered.; in which case it was
desirable that an opportunity be afforded
for their retirement without destroying
the comfort of the whole assembly, as
several had hitherto done. On this,
about twenty " lewd fellows" rose
and made for the door, and the bulk
of the audience remained in close at-
tention till the end. The subject was
" Pulpit Perplexities," and it was impossi-
ble to treat it without giving more or less
occasion to the adversary to gnash his
teeth. Unnecessary ground of offence was,
however, studiously avoided, and the lec-
ture was as mild as milk in comparison
of what it might easily have been. Ex-
perience suggests the propriety of mode-
rating the harshnesses and severities of one's
earlier method of proclaiming the truth to
the alien. We need to remember our own
former ignorance and superstition, and the
fact that what is to us Pagan foolishness,
is to many whom we address the solemn
truth of God. The illustration of a worthy
brother is quite apropos here. ' ' Instead,"
says he, " of immediately pulling down
their old miserable shanty about their ears,
and thus rousing their ire, you go to work
and put up a better structure on the other
side of the road, and then invite them to
leave the one for the superior accommo-
dation of the other." The idea is a good
one, and has considerably influenced my
endeavours of late in the service of tho
truth. Paul's address to the men of
Athens is a model of courtesy as well as
fidelity to the gospel. I have tried to be
an imitator of him in both these respects.

Our patience was further put to the test
the following evening, by the strains of a
brass band which began to perform in the
centre of a large open space near the hall.
It is difficult to speak against such a dis-
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tracting combination of sound ; and the
prospect of its indefinite continuance is
not at all calculated to assist the comfort
and efficacy of a speaker. It does seem
as though the work was made as arduous
and as uninviting to the natural man
•as possible. However, there was no-
thing for it but making the best of
these untoward circumstances, which were
rendered still more so by the occasi onal
arrival of a train at the railway depdt hard
by. The public instruction of mankind
in the days of the kingdom of God will not
be attended with sc many disgustos. The
lecturers of these times will not be required
to brook insult and endure contempt, or
conduct any ill-appreciated enterprises in
the interests of Jehovah's truth. We are
«nabled to exercise patience so long as we
remember that these discouragements are
primarily intended as a means for the
development of character, it being part of
that plan, which is so conspicuously divine,
t,hat future hpnour and power should
fall to the lot of those who have made
them their self-denying expectation and
-desire in an age of universal disregard of
the promises and commandments of God.

It was a welcome relief to leave the plat-
form for the tranquility of Brother Evans's
house. In him the truth has one of its
purest and staunchest friends, and,
.although comparatively a young man, he
is very far advanced in the knowledge of
the deep things of God. The present tour
is largely due to his initiation, and have
entailed upon him an amount of correspon-
dence and anxiety which must have been
very trying. His natural modesty stands
somewhat in the way of his undertaking
any very public effort, and could he but
manage to overcome this constitutional
diffidence the truth would gain materially
by the conquest, for there are few who are
iible more intelligently to handle the word
of God. It was a pure gratification to
sojourn with him and with his sister wife,
whose kindness almost made me forget
that I was so far from home.

The brethren in Guelph exhibit a high
standard of acquaintance with the Scrip-
tures, and are apparently wishful to apply
them in their personal purification and
preparation for Christ. This, indeed, is
most important of all, for of what avail
is it though we undestand all mysteries and
all knowledge, if we neglect to become
transformed by the renewing of our minds,
and fail to rid ourselves of thosd charac-
teristics which appertain to us as mere
natural men and women ?

The same desire was expressed here as
at Waterloo : namely, the desire to have
me a permanent dweller in Guelph, or in
Canada elsewhere. Indeed, the brethren
seemed prepared to agitate this proposal
until it might lose its nebulous form, and
become an accomplished fact. But it was
impossible to afford them definite encourage-
ment. There are so many things to be
considered before taking a step involving
so great a change to one's family. Were I
alone in the world, it would be different—
one place would then be pretty much as
another, and removal could be accom-
plished without those violent wrenches
which would result from the present pro-
posal. I can but commit my way to God
in well-doing, feeling sure that what is
best will be ordained.

In addition to the lectures in the City
Hall, one was delivered in the brethren's
own meeting room, to a much smaller
audience, subject " The Blood of Christ,"
and on a following evening the brethren
assembled at the house of Brother Evane
for a farewell interview. The occasion was
made memorable by the expression of much
kindly appreciation of what had been done
for the enlightenment of the public, and
some valuable suggestions were thrown out
by various speakers bearing upon the inter-
pretation of various Scriptures, and upon
our obligations as the sons of God in the
present evil world. But the inevitable
hour for dispersion at length arrived, and
the ordeal of saying "good-bye" had
again to be endured. This is necessary
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incidental to all gatherings that take place
in the present mortal state. The
"abiding places " belong to the Father's
house, and all the joy of permanent fellow-

ship and enduring intimacy await the·
faithful in the kingdom of God.

(To he continued).

' WHAT AM I TO DO?"

A sistpr in the United States asks this
question almost despairingly, in a letter,
of which the following is the principal part·
We publish the letter because the case it're-
presents may be the case of many others
similarly situated, and a word or two may
not be unacceptable to them.

Dear Brother Editor,—" Faith without
works, is dead." What works? How
that passage, seemingly so simple, tor-
ments me. Why? Because I have never
as yet seen anything in the Christadelphian
to elucidate the matter in such a way as to
become applicable to those living isolated
—scattered sheep wandering afar from
ecelesian folds. I look in vain for any-
thing pointing their especial part in the
work. "Tell the glad tidings to your
neighbours; distribute tracts." Useless!
failure! As well talk to the "Heathen
Chinee," who are causing such a commo-
tion on this coast. · There have been
tracts lying upon my shelves for two years
without my having found one individual
to whom I might present them, with a
hope that they would so much as read
them. " Casting pearl before swine."
Ignorance, superstition, indifference. An
"outer darkness" that may be very per-
ceptibly felt.

" B e doers of the Word, not hearers
only." There it is again—doers. That is
what I long for—to be doing. But what
am I to do ? Ah ! it will be hard for you,
whose life is so full of good works, to rea-
lise this dearth. I say thus to myself, *' I
will learn what is God's will, and will do
it." That means to believe, and obey. I
do believe? I have obeyed (in baptism).
Is that the work ?—does that constitute
the doer ? Again I say, with calm deter-
mination, "Whatever God says do, I will
do, regardless of what self may have to say
in the matter. I will not think of what
self would like to do, or what fitted to do,
but just what God tells me to do." No
easy matter, for it has always been such

an ambition to make something out of self
from my own stand-point. Well, then,
to subdue a proud, ambitious, aspiring,,
nature to the "meek and quiet spirit,"
which in the "sight of God is of great
price,"—is that it—the WORK ?

Once more. At the end of the nine-
teenth century, it is no light matter to b&
a Christadelphian. After a long dark
night of eighteen centuries, of traditions,,
superstitions, and vain imaginings, the
Bible is not easily understood. What is.
the alternative ? Mirekas, Elpis Iwaels,
Twelve Lectures, Christadelphians, etc.,,
etc., every line and sentence almost of
which will bear study. Is that an ordinary
undertaking for an average intellect t
Nay verily ! not to my measurement of
mind. To understand those works
thoroughly, what is included ? Ancient
and modern history, sciences, astronomy»
geology, and physiology, genealogy,
chronology, chorography, ancient and
modern geography of prophetic locali-
ties, languages, philology, and even ety-
mology.

Is that all ? I am not certain. But I
am quite sure that it is work—work
worthy the gigantic intellects that pro-
duced it, and very hard work for ordin-
ary intelligence to master. Then, for
the last time — is this the work,
the doing ] Belief and obedience :
curbing the multifarious tendencies of the
flesh : and hard study to perfect a Christ-
like character ? Would that I could find
the peace and quietude of mind of think-
ing so. But it seems so selfish—just that.
However hard to do, it is all that self may
find favour in the sight of the Lord, and
without anyone else having been bettered
by the endeavour.

Since writing the above I have read
August " Sunday morning, etc.," and
have found some help for my vain ques-
tionings. Second paragraph (easy to know
the will, &c.) Granted, for those who are-
taught, and sheltered about by ecclesian*
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guidance. I am but a woman, and women
are naturally dependent. I believe that
the most self-reliant of the sex fails to
satisfy the questionings of a thinking
mind on matters of great import, by her
own judgment. Do you see ? * * *I pity
women so—women of the Christadelphian
sisterhood, for those who wield the sword
of truth cut her off from the aim in life
of those about her, closing against her the
broad gateway of the world, with its many
inducements and openings to the women
of the age. To go with the world, she can
follow almost any intellectual pursuit-
law, medicine, speaking, writing—ah !
literature. What a delight, what a temp-
tation that is to some who possess the
creative faculty. It 13 a second nature—a
perfect fever of unrest, a thorn in the flesh
that will cause a constant struggle as long
as brain-flesh is capable of thinking.
But trial is a part of this probationary
life, and must be endured.

What is especially hard to bear is that,
aftê · the truth has cut away from us the
world and its work, still we may not un-
derstand how to turn whatever of talent
we possess to the Lord's account. I do so
love Him, and so wish to serve Him, that
occasionally my zeal over-rides my know-
ledge, and I feel greatly disposed for a
start straight to Egypt or Russia to put
forth my best endeavours on the Lord's
side, amidst conflicts and persecutions.

Are you merciful, brother Editor? I
was told by a lady that knew you some
years ago that you would pay no attention
whatever to a personal appeal of any kind.
Why, I wonder ? Because of your strength
and confidence ? You have never felt the
need of human help and guidance, per-
chance ? God grant you never may.
"For you see the way is dreary, and this

struggling on alone
Makes one so sadly weary, and to long so

for a home ;
Where ready, kindly sisters, and brothers

brave and strong,
With human forms and faces, might teach

and help one on."
Brother Roberts, you are not naturally

severe—never so scathing as Dr. Thomas
could be. Therefore if I have failed to
make you understand my need, so that
you might give me one little word of en-
couragement and good cheer, have the
charity, please, to pass me by in silence.
I could not bear your censure, since I am

earnestly striving to do the will of
God * * * *"

REMARKS ON THE FOREGOING.

It is not often we receive so terse, in-
teresting, and outspoken an epistle. It is
chiefly valuable for the picture it exhibits
of an ardent mind yearning to find prac-
tical expression for the love of Christ
created in it by the truth ; and grieving
at the lack of opportunity. It is probable
that this grief is without real cause. We
are not responsible for what we cannot do,
but only for what is within our power.
This inevitable maxim of reason is estab-
lished for us beyond doubt by such Scrip-
ture declarations as that " to whom much
is given, of them shall much be required,"
and vice versa (Luke xii. 48); " it is ac-
cepted (that is, divinely reckoned) accord-
ing to that a man hath, and not according
to that a man hath not " (2 Cor. viii. 12).
The whole manifestation of God's character,
as recorded in the Scriptures, is in har-
mony with this. Therefore, the question,
" What am I to do ?" is governed by the
question, " What can I do ?" This pon-
dered and settled in a wise way will bring
peace.

"Faith without works is dead " truly ;
but this need not give torment. *' But
what works ?" demands our anxious corres-
pondent. The answer is, whatever works
are practicable in the position in which
any saint may be placed. Positions, op-
portunities, and practicabilities vary with
every individual case. Abraham was com-
manded to offer an only son in sacrifice.
It was a " work " for him to do this, with-
out which his faith would have been evi-
denced a dead faith. We have received
no such command ; consequently, it is no
work of faith for us. Strictly speaking,
"works " are acts of obedience, and acts of
obedience are works of faith because faith
inspires obedience. But obedience, again,
presupposes command. As " where there
is no law, there is no transgression," so.
where there is no command, there can b^
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no obedience. Therefore, command is the
measure of obedience. What is commanded ?
That is the question. Let this be found
out (and it is well worth supreme study ;
nothing else so much so)—and let obed-
ience follow, and all will be well.

" A h , easily said," thinks our corres-
pondent. .True ; easier said than done, but
not impossible, except for the incapable
(and there are such :—idiots to wit, for an
extreme example). To begin with, we are
commanded to believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ: this is the beginning of all good
works towards God—so much so, that in de-
scribing the work of God to those who had not
made this beginning, Jesus said, "This is
the work of God, that ye believe on him
whom he hath sent" (Jno. vi. 29). To do
this, a man or woman must know who he
is whom God hath sent. This need not be
debated. Our correspondent presumably
has entirely attained to thi3. So far, she
may take comfort. Next, we are com-
manded to be baptized, as the appointed
mode of assuming the name of Christ, in
which we receive the forgiveness of our
sins, and the friendship of the Eternal
Father unto life eternal. Presumably, in
this also, our correspondent stands on the
ground of a Scriptural satisfaction. Next,
we are to ' ' forsake not the assembling of
ourselves together," but to "keep the
ordinance" of the breakiug of bread, in re-
membrance of Christ as apostolically deli-
vered. Here also, it is easy to attain
peace, because if we are not within reach
of fellow believers, we can at least call
Christ to remembrance in this way by our-
selves.

Here are three most important points on
which it is not difficult for a faithful mind
to be a '* doer of the word." "Yes, yes,'
our correspondent may say ; *' but these
are easy points. It is the difficult points
I want to be at." Well, there are diffi-
cult points ; but let us not add to their
difficulty by needless disparagements of our
position. We are to let the light shine ;
but if there are none within our reach to

show it to—none who will look at it—we
distress ourselves groundlessly if we distress»
ourselves on this account. If the Lord can
say of our correspondent at the last what
he said of another sister on a certain
occasion, " She hath done what she
could," she will have abundant cause
of satisfaction. And in the deciding of
what she can do, she must exercise a wise
judgment. The idea of ' ' starting straight
for Egypt and Russia," would not in such
exercise be entertained, unless the LorcL
gave as direct α command as Jonah received
concerning Nineveh. "Egypt and Rus-
sia " would afford' no better (nor so good a)
field for an obedient activity than her en-
vironment on the Chinese-infested Pacific
coast of the American continent.

But, showing the light is only one of
many points of obedience. Peter implies-
many others, in saying, "Gird up the-
loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to·
the end . . . as OBEDIENT CHILDREN,

not fashioning yourselves according to the·
former hosts in your ignorance, but as he·
which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy
in all manner of conversation" (IPet. i. 15)-
It must be evident to our correspondent
that the policy of life thus iadicated can
be followed as much in isolation as in
ecclesial association—as much by woman
(and more perhaps) as by man. The-
" works" of the flesh are plainly de-
scribed several times in the course of the·
apostolic writings—Gal. v. 19-21 to wit.
It will be something achieved to abstain
from these. The very abstaining in each
item will be so many ' * works" of a living
faith. Also the fruits or "works'* of the
Spirit are specified, " love, joy, peace,
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance." The exercise of
these, though involving social surround-
ings to some extent, is, nevertheless, as.
possible on a solitary sea-board, and some-
times more so, than in the crowded city: as-
easy "alone with God," and sometimes.,
more so, than in association with brethren
and sisters, many of whom, by the necessi-
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+ies of the present situation of the work
of God, are only such in a very partial
degree, and some not at all.

The " W O B K " to be done cannot be
limited to any one item of the divine will.
I t stands broadly over " t h e whole counsel
of God :" and this "counsel" is easy to be
apprehended in the daily and methodical
reading of the Scriptures. Without the Scrip-
tures, our case would be hapless indeed. But
possessing them in such amplitude (the
writings of Moses, the prophets, and the
apostles) and in our own tongue, we are
in a position allowing of our easily be-
coming " thoroughly furnished with all
good works." Eurekas, Elpis Israels, &c.,
are useful; but once the right guidance
has been attained in the apprehension of
the first principles of the oracles of God,
the Bible is amply sufficient (nay, nothing
else is) to enlighten and fortify the inner
man in an age so dark as the nineteenth
century. "The sciences " are not essen-
tial (though all knowledge is useful); and
after all, though it is possible to make a
great descriptive array of the separate
branches of knowledge, it is mostly a
category of hair-splitting and superficial
definitions pinned on various parts of the
one homogeneous creation of the one
Eternal God.

Our correspondent defines for herself the
nature and extent of the "doing of the
word," in the sentence which speaks of
"curbing the multifarious tendencies of
the flesh, and hard study to perfect a
Christ-like character ;" but she refuses to
find peace in this view, because " it seems
so selfish . . . all that self may find
favour in the sight of the Lord, without
anyone else having been bettered by the
endeavour." Here there is a manifest
fallacy, the detection of which ought to
open the door for the reluctant peace.
How could anyone "perfect a Christ-like
character," and be selfish? How could
others fail to benefit by such a develop-
ment, seeing the character of Christ was a
character of doing good, and "seeking not

to be ministered unto but to minister." But
then " it is all that self may find favour ;"
nay, nay, not wholly so or at bottom at all
so. We do good, first because we are com-
manded ; secondly, because we practi-
cally find the command to be a wise
One for all, yielding satisfaction and
benefit such as no contrary line of action
yields either to doer or receiver ^thirdly,
because by the power of habit thus es-
tablished, we come to delight in it and to
despise the opposite as a dishonourable and
contemptible thing; and, fourthly, be-
cause the Lord has no pleasure in any who
act not in that way. Thus the benefit is
not all to self, but largely to others, and
somewhat to God : for God finds ' ' plea-
sure " in the merciful man. It is the
glory of the divine rule of action that
it yields benefit in all directions ; and if
this include self, why not ? Self is an
element in the case, which is a god-
created case. If self receives benefit only
as an ingredient (and a self-subordinated
ingredient in the situation), it does so
legitimately and by the will of God, for
which "self" ought to give God praise, and
rejoice, and be at peace.

Yes, "womanis naturally dependent;"
and when she strives to fill another place,
she fights against divine appointment and
loses half her beauty. But a dependent
place is not necessarily a dishonourable or
an unsatisfactory one All depends upon
the nature of the depending and the nature
of those depended upon. Many conditions
are out of fit in the present age of chaos.
We shall see all conditions rectified one
day. Christ honoured the dependent sex
with special confidence and friendship. If
they are "cut off from the aims" of the
women of the world, it is Christ who has
done so, and in the recognition of this,
godly women will be content. If the
cutting off is mortifying, it is not by acci-
dent it is so ; it is part of the process by
which a generation is being prepared
(amid all the mutations, and frets, and
importances, and frantic busy-nesses of
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flesh and blood from age to age)
for a condition of life that will lack
no element of satisfaction and fulfil
the highest aspirations of the most gifted
and most yearning of human hearts. God's
plan will not fail, however fiercely
the waves of human discontents may dash
against it. It is best in no way to " kick
against the-pricks," but tranquilly accept
his appointments in the joy and peace
which enlightened submission yields. But
let us not mistake his appointments. It
must be an illusory grievance on the part
of sisters, that while " cut away from the
world and its work, they may not under-
stand how to turn whatever talent they
possess to the Lord's account." They
may certainly understand. Let them try
to understand and find out the best way
to use what abilities God may have given
them. But, of course, they must not use
them in forbidden ways, even if these seem
best. All our labours and all our offerings
must be in obedience, or none will be
accepted.

Touching the Editor, the report of
insensibility to personal appeal, which our
correspondent has heard, is unintelligible
to him, and probably will be to those who

have the best opportunities of knowing.
Of course, all depends upon what is meant
by " personal appeal of any kind." If it
mean personal appeal on behalf of any
course unwis'e or wrong, then it is only
saying what ought to be affirmable of every
son and daughter of the Lord God
Almighty. But if it mean insensibility to
the woes of others, we might if it were
worth while, appeal to all who are closest
(and these are hundreds) in refutation of
the slander. But we let this pass in
the patient endurance which we have to
cultivate towards many unmendable evils
in the consciousness of enlightened and
faithful enterprise, and in the prospect ot
the day of the infallible manifestation of
all hearts at the judgment seat of Christ.

If our correspondent can extract any of
the "encouragement and good-cheer'*
which her lonely case calls for, from the
foregoing remarks, their object will have
been attained, and the work of writing them
abundantly rewarded. Nothing is further
from their intention than "censure."
" Censure " would be cruel, towards one
who is ' * earnestly striving to do the will of
God."

EDITOR.

THE MOSAIC, THE BEST OF ALL LAND LAWS.

SECOND ARTICLE.
The following are the principal portions

of the second article appearing in The
Land by Mr. Boyd Kin near, on this in-
teresting question :—" The sketch, rapid
and imperfect though it was, given in last
week's Land of the system of tenure pre-
scribed to the Israelites, may now enable
us to examine briefly its essential charac-
teristics.

" Its basis was the establishment of a
universal peasant proprietorship. Every
one had his share assigned and held it in
absolute right. . . . The land thus
held was the inalienable possession of the
family. It could not be sold, except sub-
ject to a right of redemption within seven
years, and subject to an absolute reversion

to the vendor or his family accruing at the
end of every half-century. This was a
self-acting method of preserving the con-
nection of the people with the land, the
most simple, and the most thorough that
has yet been devised.

' ' I t will first occur to us to ask whether
even such a system as this could for ever
prevent inequality of condition and
poverty. The answer must be that it
could not, and that no such result was an-
ticipated by its authors. There are always
some individuals who cannot stand, how-
ever often they may be set on their feet.
Such as these, even if they recovered their
paternal acres through redemption, or the
arrival of the jubilee, could not be pre-
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vented from again selling them for a fresh
term of half a century, and again squan-
dering the proceeds. Thus the system was
elastic enough to accommodate itself to the
varying phases of human nature. It would
operate to give every opportunity of retain-
ing or recovering a position of modest com-
fort to the well-deserving but it did not
seek to prevent land from passing tempo-
rarily out of the hands of the idle or prof-
ligate into those of the energetic. When
utter poverty had, however, became the
lot of any, it sought to assuage their con-
dition by enforcing rules of justice
And even of tenderness on the con-
duct of the rich. Even the pro-
vision for payment of wages at each
sundown (a custom of which an illustra-
tion is afforded in our Lord's parable of
the Labourers in the Vineyard) meets one
of the chief arguments of Karl Marx
against capital, in the accusation that it
forces labour to give credit for a week or
month.

"The same elasticity of the system would
provide for the case of the rise of new in-
dustries inconsistent with cultivation of
land. The Jew who desired to become
merchant or artisan was by no means
bound t j continue to be farmer. He could
sell his interest in his farm for successive
terms of fifty years at its fair value. At
the expiration of each such period he or
his descendants had always a right of re-
entry, but they were at liberty again to
sell it. The purchaser thus became in fact
tenant for fifty years. Limited tenancy is
indeed a less beneficial form of holding
than that of fee-simple, but at least fifty
years is long enough to permit of good
culture.

" It would, however, be a consequence
of these rules that temporary aggregation
of land in the hands of a single owner
could not be altogether prevented. We
know, indeed, that it took place to some
extent, from the denunication of those who
' add field to field till there be noplace.'
A rich man could not be prohibited from
offering such prices as would tempt a poor
man to sell his interest during the current
half century. But we must distinctly ob-
serve that wealth or power could only at-
tain their evil ends indirectly. Even under
the monarchy, Ahab could not compel
Naboth to sell, he could only obtain pos-
session of his vineyard by the device of
suborning evidence to procure his attainder
for treason. But aggregation, even by

purchase, was limited by two influences.
The first was the inalienable right of re-
demption by the vendor, the second was
the division of the inheritance among ch.il,-
dren. No accumulation was thus possible
beyond a single life or a single half
century.

"The effect of the prohibition of
mortgage for periods beyond seven years,
also well deserves attention. The illegality
of interest on a loan would prevent this
restriction from causing a usurious rate to
be exacted. It was also attended with the
strongest injunctions that a loan to the
needy should never be refused. These cer-
tainly are not commercial principles. As
moral precepts they were probably as often
neglected by the Jews as they would be by.
Christians. But if the practical result was
that mortgage was impossible, the benefit
to the individual and to the community
cannot be disputed. Nobody could hold a
burdened estate. When his means re-
quired him to seek an advance, if he could
not obtain it from generosity, he must sell
a portion of his land. He would sell it
witn a clear title, and he would retain the
unsold portion without encumbrance. It
is true he could only sell for a limited
term, and thus would get the smaller
price. But he would at least obtain an
immediaterelief, accompanied with the cer-
tainty of being restored to his old position
at a definite period.

" It must of course be kept in view that
this system was applied in a community ^n
which the population had not yet reache d
far less exceeded, the extent of land avail-
able for occupation. The aborigines were
to be driven out, and each tribe was to
take the land it required. In point of
fact the whole land was not required, and
therefore the natives were suffered to re-
main in considerable numbers. Wars,
captivity, and trading pursuits seem
throughout their history as an indepen-
dent nation to have kept the Israelites
well within the capacity of their land to
support them. We do not therefore
know how the rules would have worked
when population began to press on
the limits of subsistence, and when family
subdivision would tend to make the
' morcellement' too minute. But there
does not seem any reason to suppose that
the institution could not have adapted
itself to that condition. I t was not like
the modern systems of entail. Every
owner might might alienate for at least a
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long term. When his inherited portion
became too small he could migrate to a
city or emigrate to another land with the
capital raised by the sale of his fifty years'
interest. He was deprived of no modern
resource of livelihood, nor placed under
any greater temptation than the modern
Frenchman or Channel islander to refrain
from any mode of bettering his hereditary
position.

" I t may, however, be observed that
these arrangements appear to require for
their success that there should be land
sufficient to afford an adequate portion for
every family at the period of first division.
For the tendency being to preserve the
land in the families of the first recipients,
it follows that if these do not comprise the
whole community there will be a permanent
(and fatal) division into two classes, the
one holding land, and the other neither
holding it nor able to acquire it on any
footing save that of at most a fifty-year
tenancy.

" T h a t this system of land tenure did
not avail to prevent a political break-down

of the Jewish nation is undeniable. But
that catastrophe came from causes for

which the land code was in no degree re-
sponsible. On the contrary, it seems to
have contributed to a very high degree of

general comfort during the several centuries
that preceded the establishment of a
monarchy. But the conquests of David
and Solomon, followed by a widely-expan-
ded foreign commerce, brought in their
train an accession of wealth to a limited
class of courtiers and merchants which
wrought its usual mischief. The history
of the kings, and the warnings of the
prophets, tell us that among the rich and
powerful, luxury had become unbounded,
profligacy and drunkenness excessive,
fraud and oppression rampant, while con-
stant lapse into the idolatry of the foreign-
ers with whom intercourse was established,
sapped the morality of the whole people.
Under these influences the nation succum-
bed to foreign invasion, and only a small
portion was subsequently restored. The
student of legal and social institutions can-
only regret that the progress of so remark-
able a system of law was broken short by
these extraneous influences. But their
failure to preserve a nation from the ruin
due to its own vices, ought not to lead us
to withhold our attention and our admira-
tion from a code of land laws which, in a
few words, embody rules of such profound
wisdom, and so eminently adapted to at-
tain, in the circumstances in which they
were promulgated, the greatest advantage
with the least of inconvenience."

'WHO SHALL ROLL AWAY THE STONE?"

What poor weeping ones were saying
Eighteen hundred years ago,

We, the same weak faith betraying,
Say in our sad hearts of woe !

Looking at some trouble lying
In the dark and dread unknown,

We too often ask with sighing,
" Who shall roll away the stone V

Thus with care our spirits crushing,
When they might from care be free,

And, in joyous song out-gushing,
Rise in rapture, Lord, to Thee.

For before the way was ended,
Oft we had with joy to own,

Angels have from heaven descended,
And have rolled away the stone.



The Christadelphian,T
Jan. l, 1883. J A VICAR AND PESTILENT TRACTS.

Many a storm-cloud sweeping o'er us
Never pours on us its rain ;

Many a grief we see before us
Never comes to give us pain.

Oft-times in the feared to-morrow
Sunshine comes, the cloud has flown :

Ask not then in foolish sorrow,
" Who shall roll away the stone V

Burden not thy soul with sadness,
Make the wiser, better choice !

Tread the path of life with gladness,
God doth bid thee to rejoice !

In to-day's bright sunshine basking
Leave to-morrow's cares alone ;

Spoil not present joys by asking,
" Who shall roll away the stone ?"

—Selected.

THE PEASEDOWN VICAR AND THE PESTILENT TRACTS.

The Gospeller (a, parochial monthly pub-
lication, conducted by the vicar whose
animad versions on the tracts distributed
by the brethren at Radstock formed the
subject of a recent Finger Post), writes
thus in his issue of September last:—

" I hope, dear friends, you all enjoyed as
good a laugh as I did, over the Christa-
delphian tract entitled. * A Vicar on Pes-
tilent Tracts.' If I did not think you
would all have seen it already, I would
have it printed at length in the Gospeller.
I take this opportunity of assuring the
Christadelphians that I should not at all
like to ' call in the constable' and put
them in prison. It would bo uncharitable
to put them near anyone who had not the
power of getting away from them. No ! I
have too much pity for prisoners and cap-
tives to wish them to have such additional
punishment as Christadelphians constantly
near them.

" I t is very difficult to bring oneself to
write seriously about such nonsense, but
this much I will say, I will most gladly
receive any of my parishioners who are
Christadelphians, at my house when I come
home, and give them instruction if they
will come for it—a little plain Bible teach-
ing, and they would soon renounce the
errors they have adopted."

Perceiving the door of opportunity
slightly ajar in the last paragraph, Brother
Young wrote a letter to the vicar, in which
he said :—

"Having seen . . . your invitation
to the Christadelphians of your parish to
come to your house to receive instruction
on Bible teaching . . . we will gladly
avail ourselves of }Tour kindness to instruct
us. Would you please to appoint a time
for us to respond to your invitation. You
will, of course, allow us to ask questions ?"

Bro. Young received the following an-
swer, which is interesting, as illustrative
of the immense assumption of the clerical
craft:—

"The Parsonage, Peasedown, Bath,
" 4 t h Oct., 1882.

" DEAR MR. YOUNG,—I am truly glad
to get your letter this morning, and shall
be pleased to see you for the purpose
named, and I only pray that God may
bless my words to your profit. Will Mon-
day next, at 5 o'clock, suit you? If not,
I will fix some other time which will.

"Of course, I shall be glad for you to
ask questions, but it is an easy thing to ask
questions which will require to be con-
sidered in giving you the full Bible answer.
I should perhaps, therefore, note down
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some of your questions, and answer them
fully the second time you came.

" I should be glad if you will send me
the list of names of those who purpose
coming, for I shall not admit any but my
own parishioners. I wish you clearly to
understand that point, for I should be
sorry for anyone to take the trouble to
come from other parishes and then be re-
fused. If the time I have named does not
suit you, pTease tell me what time would
suit you better.

' ' Your sincere friend and parish priest,

Brother Young accepted the appoint-
ment proposed in tin? letter, and gives the
following report of what.occurred :—" We
paid two visits to Mr. L , October
23rd and 30th, and had a very pleasant
conversation for a hour and half each
night.

" 1st, The ' Rev.' gentleman charged us
with distributing tracts attributing to the
clergy things which they did not teach.
The tract enclosed where marked, will
show what he absolutely denied the clergy
taught.

[The parts marked as follow :-—" If ' the
dead praise not the Lord' (Ps. cxv. 17),
and know not anything (Eccles. ix. 5),
how can the departed be now singing to
God in heaven, or cursing him in hell ?
If Jesus said, ' Thou shaLt be recompensed
at the resurrection of the jus t ' (Luke xiv»
14), why do the clergy teach that the
righteous are recompensed at death ? If
Paul looked forward to the resurrection at
the coming of Christ as the only time of his
reward (Phil. iii. 11 ; 2 Tim. iv. 1, 8), and
declared that 'if the dead rise not . . .
then those who are fallen asleep in Christ
are perished' (1 Cor. xv. 16-18), how is it
that those professing to be guided by his
teaching; make the resurrection unneces-
sary by affirming that the dead are now
glorified ? If David, the ' man after God's
own heart,' be ' both dead and buried,' and
is not ascended into the heavens ' (Acts ii.
29, 34), is it likely that any other of the
faithful have gone to heaven ? If Paul
said that 'Jesus Christ shall judge the
quick and the dead at his appearing and
his kingdom ' (2 Tim. iv. 1), how can any
be rewarded or punished before Jesus re-
turns to this earth ? The Thessalonians,
when converted to the truth, 'turned to
God from idols, to serve the living and
true God, and to wait for his Son from
heaven.'"—Thess. i. 9, 10].

"We told him the tract did not point to
any particular person, but expressed what
was generally taught. He claimed that
the Church was the majority, and they
taught the righteous did not go to heaven
or hell, but to Paradise or Hades—to an
intermediate state to wait till judgment.
He quoted the thief on the cross, and the
spirits in prison, concerning which we put
many questions. He quoted Christ's word
to Mary to prove that he did not go to
heaven, and that during his death he went
and preached ' unto the spirits in prison.'
We asked him, ' Why was it necessary to
preach unto them ? was it possible that
they could obtain salvation after death V
He replied, ' Yes, of course ;' and we fol-
lowed him up very closely on all his argu-
ments, and, finding his position weak, he
constantly jumped to other subjects.

" O n the second night, he said we had
caused him to think a great deal, and he
must give us credit for our earnestness,
and said we must have laboured hard to
have collected these arguments together,
and he said he only wished he had 50
such men in his church. We spent the
last evening on three passages, which he
thought we must deny, thinking they
could not be reconciled with Christa-
delphian teaching :—' Not able to kill
the soul ;' ' these shall go to ever-
lasting punishment ;' and ' the tempt-
ation of Christ by the devil.' These
passages were easily reconciled with
the truth in a way that he could not resist,
and we then entered upon Hades, pro-
ducing certain authors, as referred to in
The Declaration, besides several passages
where Hades occur.

"The people's confidence seem greatly
shaken about here concerning going to
heaven or hell at death. A preacher asked
me how we got on with the Vicar. I told
him his belief concerning Hades, and he
said there were a good many now that did
not believe in going to heaven or hell at
death. Another leader spoke to me in
similar language, and quoted 1 Peter 3-19
to prove an intermediate state."

Brother Young afterwards wrote to the
vicar, thanking him for hisinvitatior, and
for his courteous treatment during the
interview, but intimating the impossibility
of receiving his doctrine on Scriptural
grounds ; and particularly directing the
vicar's attention to various evidences
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going to show that hades (the invisible)
is simply the Greek synonym for the
Hebrew sheol or grave—the place not of

departed spirits, but dead men,—said to*
be in the invisible because they become
so in the grave in the completest sense.

CHAT WITH CORRESPONDENTS, AND EXTRACTS FROM SOME
OF THEIR LETTERS.

(The Editor considers himself at liberty to quote from letters that are not marked " priwte." When
so marked, the mark should be^ inside the letter on the top of the first page, and not on the outside of
the. envelope. If -placed on the outside of the envelope, it is liable to lead to delay in the letter

being attended to.)

R.H.N.—The performances of the witch
of Endor on the occasion of Saul's visit by
no means proves the popular theory of
human disembodiability. You may find
this shown in remarks occurrent in this
month's article on "The Visible Hand of
God." See page 5.

Victory!
Brother Arthur Roberts, captain of the

ship Trevelyan, and bro. m the flesh to the
Editor of the Christadelphain, writes thus
from Gnaymas, Mexico:—"You have
been, ana are still a hard worker in the
cause of the truth. I will tell you some-
thing, which I think will give you plea-
sure. I have left off smoking, after smok-
ing steadily for 20 years. I found it
pretty hard work, but I was determined to
be the master, and I have conquered.
Smoking now is a thing of the past with
me, and I have you and others to thank
for it. I have not told my dear wife about it,
because I want to give her a surprise. The
time I used to occupy in smoking I now
devote to music. I have learned music
and can now play the violin—the one that
poor Eben used to have. Brother Lucas
has one and can play well. One of my
boys has one, and he also is a good player.
My sailmaker is a splendid hand on the
fife, so we have grand music sometimes in
the evening."

"Finger Posts" at Railway Stations.
Brother E. Challinor, of Birmingham,

writes:—"I have thought many a time
that brethren whose vocation was that of
a commercial traveller might be able to
do a work for the Lord by way of hanging
up sets of Finger Posts at the different
railway stations at which they may call in
the course of their 'rounds/ Brethren
who were ready and willing to adopt this

course of disseminating the * word of life
might purchase 25 or 50, or a less quan-
tity, of each of the Finger Posts that are
on sale ; make them up in sets ; take
them to their shoemakers and get an eye-
let put through each set, and fasten a
small piece of string through each set, and
hang one up at each station as opportunity
offers. If you thought this suggestion
worth anything, you might make it known»
through the medium of the Christadelphian.
1 Do but sow and it will grow, though the·
way you may not know.' 'He that
soweth sparingly shall reap sparingly ; but
he that soweth bountifully shall rea{>
oountifully.'"

Two Kinds of Teetotalism.
Brother Hopper of Gravesend, writing

for Finger Posts, says : " We have a ' Blue
Ribbon Army Gospel Temperance Mission' in
Gravesend at the present time ; it is to
last for a fortnight, perhaps longer. Gospel
temperance sermons are being preached in
all the dissenting establishments in the
town. I attended the first week-night
meeting, and from what I heard, it would
appear that teetotalism is the very lever of
the gospel, and that Josus himself said,.
' He that believeth anything that ministers,
may teach in my name, and toucheth no,
wiue, but drinketh much water, shall be
saved.' I believe that hundreds took the
ribbon the first evening, under the impres-
sion (as the minister told them) that they
were doing it for Christ's sake. Although
it is a painful thing to see so many drink
down their so-called gospel, it certainly is.
a relief to see so many giving up intoxica-
ting liquors. If we could only get them
to see that 'total abstinence ' from ' pulpit
intoxicants' is as essential to the truly
sobering and salvation of teetotalers as it
is necessary to drink intoxicating liquors
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ίο make a man drunk, we might get on a
little faster than we do."

: I Dabbling in Politics."

W.E. — u Babbling in Politics " is wrong
ifor saints, who are "not of this world."
The part assigned to them in the apostolic
writings is that of " strangers (not at home)
«and pilgrims (passing through) " 1 Pet. ii.,
11). The part taken by the friends of God
in Old Testament times, is no guide for us.
There is a time for everything. The time
then was when an Abraham might lead out
a military expedition, a David slay a
Goliath, a Daniel fill the post of, Prime
Minister. The time now is for men being
developed as the brethren of Christ, to obey
the commandments of Christ, which
specially forbid many things allowed in
former time. "It was said unto them, of
old time . . . BUT I SAY UNTO YOU."
This indicates the difference. Saints may
perform any service for wages, which does
not lay an embargo or their affections or
zeal—writing, carrying, making, buying,
selling, or other business employments.
If a returning officer's duty is of this nature,
well and good.: but if it' requires a man to
be a politician, then it requires him to live
and move in an element inconsistent with a
faithful service to Christ.

Surprised Both Ways.
Brother Richards, of Montgomery,

writes : — " I have been in the habit a long
time of «roughly running over the immer-
sions, and for a long time found them to
average 20 and after a time they rose to 30,
&ηά now this month I think they are over
40. I am sometimes surprised that the
truth should meet with so much success in
this state of prejudice and superstition. And
3ii the other hand, I am often surprised that
when the truth is put before the people,
they do not at once see that it is so
much more Scriptural and understandable
too than what they are accustomed to.
Their immortal soul theory leads to so much
«jnfusion and absurdity/ In this Mont-
or >mery, I have many battles to fight,
although I produce no fruit.

"The inconsistency and absurdity of the
sects were manifested in this town'lately.
A young woman, the daughter of a Bap-
tist, died, and as she had not been bap-
tised in infancy nor in mature age, the
clergyman of this parish refused to give
li-er ' Christian burial,' so her parents,

brothers, and sisters took her five miles
away to a Baptist burying place, and made
a great display of the funeral. The Bap-
tist minister and the Calvinistic minister
of this place (where she attended) took
part in the ceremony, and each, in their
respective places, preached ' funeral ser-
mons.' I went to hear the Calvinist's
sermon, and, as it is usual to say some-
thing about the 'departed,' I wished to
hear what was said, which amounted to
this :—' I visited her on her death-bed.
She said she hoped she loved Jesus. She
was a good moral character, and very in-
dustrious.' She had not been baptised,
and, consequently, had not been Christian-
ized, according to Baptist principles.
Why do they profess baptism at all if they
are Christians without it ?

"I lately asked a member of the chapel
what the baptising did for his child. He
said he did not know that it did anything,
but if it died he should have no trouble in
getting it buried ! The fact is these people
think it matters not whether they baptise
or not. Immortal soulism is the root of it
all."

Obedience the Law of Life.
C.M.H. forwards the following copy of

a letter he wrote to another :—" You seem
to misunderstand the two articles in ques-
tion, viz., "The Law of Moses and Eternal
Life,' appearing in the May and June num-
bers of the Christadelphian for the present
year. Our brother does not teach that the
law of Moses could give eternal life to the
natural sons of Adam ; just the contrary.
The fact that they all found it to be unto
death, proves it could not give them life.
In their case it was the ministration of
death, but this does not do away with this
other fact, that eternal life comes through
'keeping the commandments,' and also that
the l commandment was ordained unto
life ' (eternal life). Eternal life could not
possibly be obtained apart from the keep-
ing of the law, and it was ordained for
that very purpose in relation to Christ.
And thanks be unto God, this one man
has been provided who did keep it (see the
article for June), and we get the benefit by
coming unto him.

" Re-read those articles carefully, and
you will see no contradiction and no con-
fusion, but the plain facts of the case on
both sides,—the utter weakness of the
flesh and the wisdom and power of Je-
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hovah as manifest through Christ, which
will ultimately redound to his own glory,
and no flesh shall glory in his presence.
The curse of the law you speak of in Gal.
iii. does not teach substitution. It was
necessary that Jesus be made a curse for
the Jew as a representative man (not a
substitute). The Jews were ail under
condemnation of death, as were the Gen-
tiles through Adam's sin, but in addition
to this they were cursed by the law.
Jesus becomes accursed by that law in the
particular mode of his death, without any
transgression on his part, and thus his
death is available for Jew and Gentile,
that is for those under the curse, who
having had the faith of Abraham availed
themselves of the sacrifices under the law
which pointed to the great lamb of God.
In just the same way none of the Gentile
sons uf Adam reap any benefit from
Christ's death who do not associate
themselves with it in faith in God's ap-
pointed way·"

The Formation and Conduct of Ecclesias.
Brother Cullingford, of Fitchburg, Mass.,

U.S.A., writes:—" I am glad to see the
prospect of a ' Guide to the formation and
conduct of Ecclesias.' Such a thing, there
is every reason to believe, has long been
wanting, especially so in view of the many
abortive attempts to unite believers together
and found ecclesias. Such abortive attempts
have, of course, to be judged by the ability
or experience of those who make them ;
also by the perverseness of those who ought
to be helpers, but sometimes prove other-
wise. Indeed it is surprising that so many
communities of individuals (separated
sometimes by great distances) have grown
up in such complete harmony, manifesting
jsuch a unity of desire and purpose—'knit
together in love.' Such a wonder can only
be acconnted for on the supposition that
all have recognised the same things as a
basis for action, which have resulted in
the ' system of the truth' as we now find
it. Now the time has come to put forth
an effort in the direction of establishing all
upon a similar working basis. Reason
would cry, let it be something that will
be applicable to the brethren everywhere.
Let it not have a local name beyond the
name of 'Christadelphian.' Disadvan-
tage results from the 'Statement of the
One Faith ' being regarded as the ' Bir-
mingham statement of faith.' We have

statements of faith emanating from several
points, which is to be deplored from the
fact that in some of them parts of the truth
(important in their place, of course) are
made to appear, by their prominence, of
more weight than weightier matters. Let
the ' Guide ' have nothing in its external
dress to hinder it from being generally ac-
ceptable wherever the truth exists."

Sundry Queries.
1. What is an active work in which a

few isolated brothers and sisters may en-
gage?

ANSWER. — See article this month,
" What am I to do ?" If nothing else can
be done, the ordinary duties of life, per-
formed " a s to the Lord and not unto
men" (Col. iii. 23); and in the mind en-
joined in the apostolic writings, become
" active work" for a healthy scriptural
saintship. Study the commandments
of Christ ; they throw light on the ques-
tion.

2. Can Christadelphians lawfully dis-
annul the marriage contract, and marry
again for any other reason than that given
Matt. v. 32 ? If husband or wife renounce
the truth, does that free the other from
the marriage tie, so that he may marry
again ?

ANSWER.—No : " The Lord God
hateth putting away" (Mai. ii. 15). ·* The
wife is bound by the law as long as her
husband liveth : but if her husband be
dead, she is at liberty to be married to
whom she will: only in the Lord" (1 Cor.
vii. 39). Nothing disannuls the marriage
contract but death or adultery. Incom-
patibility, from unbelief or other cause,
may lead to separation, but the separated
parties must remain unmarried (1 Cor.
vii. 11).

3. If a Christadelphian has cause to
believe he has been wronged by a person of
the world, is it not his duty to forgive, even
without being asked? Is it Christ-like to
embitter one's own life with hard-feelings
against evil-doers ?

ANSWER.—The question is answered in
the following commandments of Christ—
" Recompense to no man evil for evil"
(Rom. xii. 17 ; 1 Thess. v. 15.) " Return
not evil for evil or railing for railing, but
contrariwise blessing" (1 Pet. in. 9.)
"Bless and curse no t" (Rom. xii. 14.)
" If thine enemy hunger, teed him " (Rom.
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xii. 20.) " P r a y for them that despite-
fully use you" (Matt. v. 44.) The
man who obeys these commandments could
not embitter his life with hard feelings. A
true Christadelphian suffers wrong without
vindictiveness, and puts away all bitter-
ness, wrath, and anger, as commanded
(Eph. iv. 31.)

4. May a sister read a paper to an
audience ί Say an appeal to Jews on
behalf of their suffering brethren ?

ANSWER.—Let her read by her husband,
or if she have no husband, by a brother,
and if no brother, by a friend. The apos-
tolic law enjoins silence on her own part
(1 Tim. ii. 11-12.)

The Nearing End.
Brother C. H. Evans, of Guelph, writes :

— " The hearts of all true Christadelphians
are again elate with the manifest working
of our all glorious Lord within the veil.
The sure prophetic word always is un-
folding, but to Zion's watchers it ap-
pears more apparent at sometimes than
others. We trust it may come to pass
that current events in Egypt may prove
to be in its invasion and conquest by Bri-
tain, the first of the trio to which she is the
latter day subject, and that Gog may soon
fulfil his mission as her capturer and pos-
sessor of her gold and silver and precious
things, and in turn be made to relinquish
his spoil by Him of whom it is written,
' Yahweh rideth upon a swift cloud and
shall come into Egypt.' Brother Andrews'
remarks in the August number of the
Christadelphian, p. 372, as to an imminent
and preadventual gathering of Jews in
Egypt are no doubt correct. Bro. Thomas
produces several testimonies, and expa-
tiates at some little length on the matter
in Eureka, vol. ii., pp. 554-560. We
may not be thought over-sanguine if
we profess our conviction, and hope that
present events may lead directly to the
battle of Armageddon—that in the melee
now lennenting, Turkey will disappear—
the saints be raised and gathered—that
4 the truth ' will be restored by the Tarshish
possessor of Ammon and Moab as a political
exigency and bulwark, and Gog meanwhile
acquire his vast but short-lived latter-day
proportions. True,thereare many andinighty
events to transpire subsequent to these,even
the angel proclamation from Mount Zion.
The perdition of Babylon the great at the

hands of Israel's omnipotent avengers, and
the hallelujah rejoicings thereat, and the
final fearful stage of divine wrath and
judgment against the infatuated and
incorrigible beast and the kings of the
earth, by Christ and his immortalized
brethren in arms, in which the vintage of
of the earth is reaped and the winepress
trodden without the city, after which the
being saved of the nations, with Israel,
will greatly rejoice at the feast of taber-
nacles in Yahweh, their deliverer and
saviour. But meanwhile to us, the
solemn and momentous event of our
Lord's return,and his judgment seat, preg-
nant with weal or woe,as our cases may be,
has drawn evidently very nigh. Praying
we may be found numbered with his
chosen."

Paul and the Law of Moses.
' How is the following difficulty to be

met ? Paul writes to the Romans :—
" Y e are become dead to the law by the
body of Christ " (vii. 4), " That being
dead (the law) wherein we were held "
(verse 6). And to the Galatiaus, " As
many as desire to make a fair show in the
flesh constrain you to be circumcised"
(vi. 12) ; and again, " If ye be circumcised,
Christ shall profit you nothing" (v. 2).
Yet, having thus written, he practices
what he condemns ; for in the Acts (xxi.
21), James says, ' 'The brethren are in-
formed of thee (Paul) that thou teachest
all the Jews which are amongst the
Gentiles to forsake Moses do this,
therefore, that we say to thee, take
these four men and purify thyself with
these, that all may know that these
things whereof they were informed con-
cerning thee are nothing but that thou
thyself walkest orderly and keepest the
law." To which Paul assented, and
" purified himself with them" according
to Moses (verse 26). Paul di<l more, for
" he took Timothy and circumcised him,
because of the Jews" (Acts xvi. 3).

He instructs us " t o follow him" (1 Cor.
xi. 1, Phil. iii. 17). But how ? In what
he taught, or in what he did ?'—W 0.

ANSWER.—We are to be followers of
Paul, without doubt, in what he taught
and also in what he did, so far as that may
be applicable to our case, which, in many
points, it is not. The conflict between his
disparagements of the law and his actions.
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in relation to it, is apparent only. The
first (his disparagements) had reference
to the law a& a means of justification or
forgiveness unto life eternal. On this
point his declarations are uniform—that,
although the law was ordained to life
(Rom. vii. 10)anucapableof being profitable
to those who kept it wholly (Rom. ii. 25 ;
Jas. ii. 10), it was powerless to justify
those who broke it, and therefore power-
less to justify any, as all were transgres-
sors (Rom. iii. 23.) Consequently, he
strongly maintains in several places, that
those who sought justification by the law,
were seeking an impossible thing, and
were turned away from the only justifica-
tion accessible to man, grace (or favour) in
Christ (Gal. v. 4.)

But this was not inconsistent with the
divine authority and excellence of the law
in its civil relations. " W e know," says
Paul on this point " that the law is good
if a man use it lawfully, knowing this that
the law is not made for a righteous man,
but for the lawless and disobedient," etc.
(1 Tim i. 8). Paul's denial of the law as
a means of justification was misrepresented
as applying to the law in its totality, as a
system given to Israel. As James and the
elders informed Paul on his arrival in
Jerusalem, it was reported that he "taught
all the Jews which were among the Gentiles
to forsake Moses," whereas the fact was, as
the brethren add, that Paul himself ' Svalkei
orderly and kept the law." To silence the
slander, which was working hurtfully in
Jerusalem, they recommend Paul to pub-
licly conform with a certain requirement,
which had a then present bearing. Paul
did so, and for the same reason, on another
occasion, he ' ' took Timothy and circum-
cised him." We must realise that the
law of Moses, given by God, was still
nationally in force, so long as Israel occu-
pied the land. So long as God allowed
it to continue in national operation, it
had a claim on the respect and obe-
dience of every obedient son of Abraham
in his civil capacity; and it received
this respect and obedience, without
compromising the truth which on ap-
propriate occasion they declared, that
whosoever sought justification by the law
was fallen from grace. The interval from
the crucifixion to the destruction of the
temple was an interval of transition, having
duties that cannot affect either Jew or
Gentile in our age. We have to do with
what Paul taught and not with what he
did—discerning at the same time that in

what he did, he did not condemn what he
taught, but only adapted himself to a
situation having a separate bearing from
the things which he taught.

Israel's Four Ensigns.

" Some time ago, I wrote you for some
proof of the identification of the li Four
Living Ones'1 of Rev. iv., as the fourfold
division of Israel's camped position (that is,
the spiritual division based upon the division
of the natural seed—Israel after the flesh) ;
but as yet, you have taken no notice of the
request. Since writing you, I have en-
deavoured to work out the problem, and
may say that there appears to be some good
inferential evidence in Ezek. i.—taking
into account the position of the prophet
when he "looks" and "sees" the four living:
creatures according to the varied ' * appear-
ance " coming from the parts enumerated
by the prophet. Perhaps you may assist
in the working out of the symbol to com-
pleteness.—G. T."

ANSWER.—The enquiry referred to has
been lying in a pile of other letters, waiting
leisure for notice—leisure difficult to get at
in the ceaseless routine of imperative duties.
The " proof of the identification" sought
for consists of several facts. 1. The en-
camped congregation of Israel on their
journey through the wilderness was sub-
divided into four camps (Num. ii. 9, 16,
24, 31). 2. These four camps bore the
names of Judah, Reuben, Ephraim, and
Dan, respectively—(the same passages
prove this). 3. Each camp had its own
ensign or standard (verses 3, 10, 18, 25).
4. The enumeration of the camps does
not specify the nature of the four camp
standards, but in various allusions to the
tribes, there is some association of Judah,
Reuben, Ephrairn, and Dan, with symbols
that coincide more or less with the animals
of the cherubim and the faces of the four
living ones, such as Judah with the lion
(Gen. xlix. 9) Ephraim with the bullock
(Hos. x. 11), &c 5. Jewish tradition
asserts that the four animals in question
were the four standards of the camps. 6.
The symbols in Rev. iv. themselves supply
evidence of their identity with the Israel-
itish standards in this way : the four living
ones and the 24 elders sing that they
are "kings and priests unto God, and will
reign on the earth" (Rev. v. 8, 10). Now
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we know who those are who are so to do—
the saints as a body of fellow-citizens of
the commonwealth of Israel (Eph. ii. 12,
19). These are corporately represented as
the Lamb's Bride, under the figure of a
city having 12 gates (in four sets of three),
each bearing the name of one of the twelve
tribes of Israel (Rev. xxi. 9, 12,13). Con-
sequently, in dealing with the animals
heraldically representing them, we must
be dealing with the original standards of
the Israelitish polity, since the natural
{e.g., the names of Jacob's sons) is made
the basis of the spiritual. Dr. Thomas
seems to have construed the matter in this
way, using the visions of John and Ezekiel
to supply an item of information omitted
from the literal record of the organization
of the camps. The argument by which
this is done is conclusive when all its
elements as supplied by the truth are taken
into account. As to why the four animals
in question were selected, there are some
interesting remarks in Elpis Israel, under
the heading "TheCherubim,"commencing
page 133.

"More Thankful than Ever."
Sister Fenton, of Davenport, Iowa,

U.S.A., writes:—"To-day linds me more
thankful for the knowledge of the truth
than I ever was before. I suppose the
reason of this is because the gospel of the
kingdom when it gets firmly established
in our affections displaces other things,
such as the cares, ambitions, and unneces-
sary worry about this fleeting life which
is oppressing at its very best. This
Yankee nation is a very curious sort of
people—so fond of experimenting and in-
venting. You show them a piece of ma-
chinery, and they will at once begin to
view it critically to ascertiin whether
there is not some chance to add a little in
order to improvement—all the time with
an eye to themselves as the improver.
Religion and politics fare just the same in
their hands. I believe God's revelation to
man was finished when John on the soli-
tary isle of Patmos wrote those words in
obedience to Deity's command.

{To be continued.)

Wxt (EhristaMphtan.
He is not ashamed to call them brethren.—

<Heb. ii. 11).

JANUARY, 1882.
Numerous, friendly, and liberal sub-

scribers, we thank you one and all for
enabling us to continue this feeble work in
manifestation of the truth in the midst of
weaknesses and distresses, labours and
wearinesses, in which we all have our part
for Christ's sake. The work is effective for
its objects, notwithstanding the babble-
ments and brabblements of a loud-voiced and
unbelieving generation. Your letters are
the evidence of this. We would write you
each one did time allow. Let this answer
for all.

Unfriendly subscribers, who pitch your
subscriptions with a growl, we thank
you also. Your words are bracing,
though disagreeable — bracing because
disagreeable. Your cold words and ways
help to keep down the natural man,

who is liable in a warm hand to rise liko
the toy bottle-imp. Your incivilities give
us an opportunity of obeying the com-
mandment, which directs us to " pray for
them that despitefully use and afflict us."
Of course, it would be pleasanter to have
your courtesy and your good words ; but
that is not always the best which is the
sweetest. We know whom and what we are
working for, and we must need exercise the
right claimed by every man of judging
which is the best way of carrying out his
own part. That we do not please you is
a grief: that we try to please many "for
their good unto edification," as Paul com-
mands, is a consolation that will offset the
grief to the last moment. You have our
best wishes. When there is a chance of
doing you good, be sure and let us know.

A brother sends us the following clipping
from a Leicester paper:—"A book has
just been issued at Vermont entitled ' The
Resurrection of Christ from a Lawyer's
Standpoint.' It is an investigation con-
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4ucted according to the laws of evidence,
and it ends with a full acceptance of the
resurrection of Christ as an historical
fact." We should like to see this book.
What is it like ? It has been suggested
that it may be an American reprint of
The Trial, according to the habit of some
unprincipled people in the States, who take
advantage of the absence of international
law of copyright to pick European brains
forthebenefit of American purses. Whether
or no (and it matters very little to the
author of The Trial, who would only be
glad to see any man make a fortune out of
The Trial, because of the circulation of
momentous truth it would mean), we have
Also had our attention called to the fact
that the same subject (the resurrection of
Christ) has been· the subject of the
same form of treatment in a book called
by the same name ( The Trial) published
about forty years ago. A brother
picked up an old copy on a second-
hand book stall some years ago,
And made the Editor aware of the in-
teresting fact when the Trial came out.
JNiay, more : he has placed the book in the
Editor's hands ; and we may hope to let
•our readers see what it is like, in a series
of quotations in the Christadelphian, by-
and-bye. It is not exactly in the same
style. There is no examination of wit-
nesses. It is a collection of speeches,
some of which we fear some of our readers
«my consider dull.

Bro. Ashcroft has duly removed to Bir-
mingham, and will commence duty at the
offices of the Christadelphian at the begin-
ning of the new year. Our readers may
hope that, in our next number, he will
favour them with an inaugural address,—
•a sort of manifesto, enunciating the policy
inspiring him in the acceptance of a post
•on the Christadelphian staff, and indicat-
ing the principles and aims to be followed
in the future, as in the past, but with an
increased fervour of determination cor-
responding with the increased power with

which God has favoured the Christadel-
phian in the accession of Brother Ashcroft.

We fear the numerous brethren on the
American side of the Atlantic, who desire
the settlement of Brother Ashcroft amon^
them, must prepare for a disappointment.
There are many and cogent reasons re-
quiring at all events a full trial of the
present form of opportunity before aban-
doning it for a pew and untried proposal.
On many of these, it is wise to be reticent.
The American brethren, however, need
not feel themselves entirely cut off from
the pleasure they have derived from Brother
Ash croft's company for the past few
months. It will be possible to arrange
for a repetition in coming years (if the
Lord remain absent) of what has pleased
and profited them so much : it will all rest
between them and Brother Ashcroft. The
Editor of the Christadelphian will not
stand in the way, though desiring, and in
some sense requiring, the help he will be
able to render in a field of work of which
the monthly publication of the Christadel-
phian is but a part.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

ENGLAND DISPENSING JUSTICE IN"

EGYPT.

AN ENGLISH COMMANDER-IN-OHIEP

FOR EGYPT.

RUSSIA LOOKS ASKANCE.

TURKEY SINKS DEEPER.

The autumn session of Parliament came
to an end without anything clearly tran-
spiring with reference to the intentions of
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the British Government in Egypt. The
probability is, there were no definite in-
tentions to divulge. As Britain drifted
into the invasion of'E<rypt, so it appears to
be drifting into final political occupation,
amounting virtually to annexation—
drifting through the force of circumstances,
without any clear design. The trial of
Arabi is an illustration in point.

When Sir Garnet Wolseley, after Tel-el-
Kebir, took Arabi prisoner, the British
Government, desiring to keep up the ap-
pearance of Egyptian independence, handed
Arabi over to the Khedive to be dealt with
as a rebel by the Egyptian courts, accord-
ing to the Egyptian law. It presently
appeared, however, that the Khedive's
officials were simply about to murder Arabi
under a hollow form of trial; upon which
there arose an outcry in British quarters
for fair play towards a man who was in
reality a British prisoner. The result of
this outcry was British dictation at
Egyptian head-quarters: "You must
give Arabi a fair trial, under just rules of
procedure." What might such rules be,
your British Majesty ? The answer ap-
peared in the form of a special set of rules,
never heard of in Egypt before, duly insisted
upon, and including the appointment of
British counsel for Arabi's defence. Said

. counsel going to work in British thorough
manner, discovered the papers referred to
last month—papers incriminating the Sul-
tan, the Khedive, and all the leading men
in Egypt—papers, the publication of which
would have made it very difficult work to
proceed with the patching-up which Eng-
land was anxious to promote. Lord
Dufferin arrives on the scene from Con-
stantinople, as noticed last month. What
is to be done, your Honour ? Due delibera-
tion results in the most curious upshot ever
seen in connection with any trial in the
world. " It will never do to have this
trial go on?" "But, your honour, we
have Arabi on hand : what are we to do ?
If we convict him without trial, there will
he a tempest. If we release him without

trial, there will be the same." " L e t us·
see : call Arabi." (Enter Arabi).
"Arabi, couldn't you let us out of this-
dilemma by pleading guilty ?'* Arabi r
" I f I plead guilty, my lord, they will
want my head without more ado." Lord
Dufferin .·. " If that is all, I will take car e

of that." Arabi : " Well, of course, I dis-
obeyed the Khedive ; no doubt about
that." Lord Dufferin: "Very well, you
plead guilty to rebellion." Arabi: "But,
my lord, it was at the Sultan's bidding,
and between you and me, the Khedive
wanted me to disobey him. He hoped I
would'thrash the British.'' Lord Dufferin :
" Never mind that ; we musn't go into
that. It will be enough if you plead guilty
to the fact." Arabi: " B u t , my lord, I
am charged with more than that. I
cannot plead guilty to all they charge me
with. I did not set fire to Alexandria."
Lord Dufferin : " You need never mind
that. It will be enough for you to plead
guilty to rebellion. I will see to the
safety of your head." Arabi: " T h a n k
you, my lord." (Arabi tcithdraws).
Lord Dufferin sees the Khedive : " Your
Majesty, we must stop this trial." The
Khedive : " Should be glad if it could be
done : but how is it to be done ?" Lord
Duferin .· " I have found a way. Withdraw
all the minor charges : press only that of
rebellion: Arabi will plead guilty."
The Khedive : " Plead guilty !" Lord
Dufferin : " Yes." The Khedive : " Is he
willing to die then ?" Lord Duferin :
" He need not die." The Khedive :
" D e a t h is the penalty according to the
rules agreed upon." Lord Dufferin: " Yes :
but you have a power of reprieve. Let
sentence of death be passed: and let a
decree of commutation to exile follow
immediately." The Khedive : " Oh,
Τ see : capital idea : agreed."

And the thing works out so. The Court
duly assembled on the appointed day with

| official solemnity. The British Commis-
sioner, as representing the British Govern-
ment, occupied the post of precedence over
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the members of the Court. 'Arabi was called,
the charge was read, Arabi pleaded guilty,
sentence of death passed ; and then, imme-
diately, the Khedive's reprieve was pro-
duced and read, disannulling the sentence
of death and sentencing Arabi and his con-
federates to exile to a British dependency,
where, however, they would retain their
rank and be maintained at the expense of
the Egyptian Government.

And thus Britain has been forced into a
position of legal supremacy in Egypt,
from which she cannot withdraw, and from
which no power can expel her. France
chafes a great deal under it, but cannot do
more. She is so paralysed by German pre-
paredness for war, that, notwithstanding
her countless hosts, she is obliged to stand
by and see England installed in a position
which France has for several generations
coveted, and for which she has spent
much blood and treasure in past times to
exclude Britain. Thus the purpose of the
Lord standeth sure.

BRITISH OOMMANDER-IN-CHIEP FOR THE

EGYPTIAN ARMY.

So with the army—the new Egyptian
army. Of course, it was necessary to have
a new Egyptian army, if British troops
were ever to be withdrawn, and this with-
drawal Mr. Gladstone doubtless honestly
intended. So they set to work to get one
—after disbanding the army that fought
under Arabi; but it was necessary to have
it well officered by Englishmen—and es-
pecially in the posts of chief command :
because with all their desires to leave
Egypt independent, the Gladstone Govern-
ment felt they must hold the reins, so
that the work of suppressing revolt
should not have to be done over again. But
how to do this and yet appear to leave
Egypt to the Egyptians; this was the
problem. A happy solution suggested
itself. There was one Baker Pasha,
an Englishman in the employment of the
Sultan : why not call him in and make him

the commander of the army ? They would
then have a nominally Turkish head to
the Egyptian army, and yet all the advan-
tage of direct control through an English-
man. Excellent project. They go t 0

work to carry it out. It is pulled nearly
through—the newly-organised Egyptian
army, with a Turco-Englishman at its
head. It required but Her Majesty's sanc-
tion (England in Egypt again, you see).
It was submitted to Her Majesty. Her
Majesty had a preliminary question : " Is
this the man that I dismissed from my
service a few years ago, for misbehaving in
a railway train ?" " Yes : your Majesty."
" Then I do not sanction his command of
the Egyptian army." And there the thing
had to stop—not the army scheme, but
the Baker commandership. What was
next to be done ? Appoint an Egyptian ?
—a Turk ? Nay : we must have an Eng-
lish general—whatever the world may
think ; now that we are in a corner, it is
no use pretending. And so General Sir
Evelyn Wood was appointed, on which
the following newspaper observations are
much to the point:—

" The nomination of Sir Evelyn Wood
is a distinct step on the path entered upon
when Baker's appointment was favoured.
The first arrangement seemed to promise
the security of a British commander with-
out the possible embarrassment of his
official connection with the War Office.
These scruples and hesitations have now
been finally overthrown, and the Egyptian
army will be as much under the command
of the Queen as is the Indian army.
When the scheme of the Government for
the settlement of Egypt is carried out, it
will be found that the country is practically
a dependency of Great Britain, though en-
joyingthe privileges and advantages ot home
rule. In course of time it will be difficult
to distinguish for practical purposes be-
tween the position of Canada and Egypt."

RUSSIA LOOKS ASKANCE AND TURKEY

SINKS DEEPER.

At all this, Russia looks askance, and
while making immense military prepara-
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tions, has sent out her foreign minister,
M. de Giers, a tuur of the foreign courts to
see what they think of it. The Daily
News refers to the general European im-
pression that Russia feels she must obtain
something.

The same paper regards the whole situa-
tion as indicative of ((the evidently rapid
break up of the Turkish empire," and
adds :—

" The most pro-Turkish amongst us can-
not now conceal from himself that the
Ottoman Empire in Europe is not merely
doomed, hut that it is dying more quickly
than anybody could have believed a few
years ago. When this is the case it is
natural that people should speculate how
the inheritance of the "Sick Man" is to
be distributed."

The last month has been one of plots and
panics and changes of Ministry in Constan-
tinople. The very Prime Minister (of one
week) was placed under arrest, for having,
at a private dinner, expressed the opinion
that "something ought to be done to

"check the downward career of the
" Empire. As all his guests knew, the
u suffering of the people was terrible, and
" disorder was everywhere increasing»
" Turkey was in fact ruined."

The following extract from a letter from
Constantinople, appearing in the Liverpool
Daily Post, confirms the ex-Prime Minis-
ter's views :—

" The Porte is oppressed with misgivings.
Civilisation is closing in upon Turkey in
Europe, and for the first time the Porte is
seriously taking stock of its internal re-
sources in Asia. Its confidence has been
shaken in everything in which it tradi-
tionally placed its trust. Its credit is
extinct; its military power is broken ; the
lustre of its theocracy is tarnished ; its
revenue hasshrunk, and what is left is hard
to collect ; the conscription yields no men ;
and the Powers of Europe pooh-pooh as
obsolete its shifty diplomacy. The menace
of this position has been blackening year
by year since 1.875. But the Porte has
shut its eyes to the facts, and has lived in
the excitement of war and of political
questions—internal problems have been
left to their fate."

THE CHRISTADELPHIAN CONTRIBUTION TO PALESTINE
COLONIZATION.

ME. OLIPHANT'S FIRST REPORT.

In accordance with the letter appearing
last month from Mr. Oliphant, that excel-
lent gentleman has duly proceeded to
Palestine, and is now there in connection
with Palestine Colonization work, and
likely to remain for some months to come.
When he had been two weeks in the land,
he wrote the following letter to the Editor
of the Christadelphian (from Haifa, a Ger-
man colony), from which it will be perceived
that lie proposes a specific appropriation of
the Christadelphian contribution (under
what name he pleases), in the purchase of
land in the neighbourhood of Carmel (prob-
ably in the plain of Esdraelon which runs
at the foot of the north-eastern slope of the
Carmel ridge). On this land he proposes

to settle certain Jewish families, under
arrangements by which they would, in
course of time, repay the money, which
would then again be laid out in the same
way on adjoining land, for the settlement of
further families, who would repay in the
same way, and so admit a process of in-
definite extension.

It will be felt by the contributors un-
animously that nothing could exceed the
wisdom of such an arrangement, by which
Israel will not only be helped in the hour
of their deepest need, but a special interest
will be created for those who have made
this contribution, and a door of future
opportunity kept open in a special form in
the existence of a small colony of " special
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proteges," as Mr. Oliphant named them in
the letter appearing last month. The
plan is indeed most excellent, and goes
far beyond anything contemplated in the
original contribution, which aimed at
nothing more than the help of God's nation
in its latter day exigencies without any
ulterior views as to form. God, in his
providence, has given the matter a wonder-
ful shape in raising up (and bringing the
contributors into connection with) a man
so well fitted to "seek the welfare of the
children of Israel" (Neh. ii. 10)—unfettered
as he is by denominational association, and
qualified by influential antecedents, which
render him alike acceptable to Jew and
Gentile, unbeliever and Christian.

The future development of the matter
will be a subject of great interest as the
time goes on, and this interest promises to
be met in a very unexpected manner by
the occasional reports of so very eminent
a friend of Israel, who may one day be-
come once more a servant of the British
Government—perhaps in these very re-
gions.

Here then is the letter :—
" Haifa, Palestine, 25th November, 1882.

" M Y DEAE, SIR,—I have now been here
for a fortnight, and have had some oppor-
tunity of examining into the colonization
prospects of this part of Palestine. Owing
to the determined opposition of the Turk-
ish Government, and the thoroughly un-
practical manner in which the matter has
been managed, or rather mismanaged, * * I
regret to say that the prospects are not
very encouraging. The Russian Jews for-
tunately followed the advice I sent them
from Constantinople on seeing how the
matter stood there; and suspended for the
time all colonization operations. The Rou-
manians * * * sent out delegates to buy land,
and attempt to establish a colony.

" I t would be a long story to tell you the
the history of this enterprise during the
past six months. Suffice it to say that
though they have purchased a tract of
land about 20 miles to the south of this,

in the neighbourhood of Tantura (the
Biblical Dor) upon the slopes of the hills
and in a good situation, they have not
succeeded in locating a Jew upon it. Fif-
teen families have been waiting for some
months for the matter to be sufficiently
arranged. * * * I have visited the land,
and foresee much difficulty ahead. Mean-
time, twenty more families have been des-
patched from Roumania. These will
probably not be allowed to land by the
Turkish Government, and if they are,
must inevitably be subjected to great
privations.

"There is another colony which has
established itself near the sea of Tiberias,
independently of the Central Committee,
consisting of about 40 families, who,
I understand, have managed their affairs
much better. They have invited me
to visit them. For the present I shall
not be able to go to Judea, and in
fact my opinion is that for many reasons,
Galilee is the most possible field for coloni-
zation, as Judea is considered by the
Turkish Government, Palestine proper. I t
is under another governor from Samaria
and Galilee, which are under the Vali of
Damascus, whereas the Pasha of Jerusa-
lem is likely to be much more severe in
his opposition owing to his having received
more stringent instructions.

"My impression is that the best disposition
I can make of your money is to purchase
with it some land in the neighbourhood of
Carniel and Esdraelon, and work it on a
system of co-operation with the Fellahin,
without whose assistance the Jews cannot
succeed in agricultural operations I could
select * * * four or five families, whom I
might consider the most capable and des-
erving, and place them on the property,
under conditions which should enable
them to purchase it in time, so that the
money should be repaid, and could be re-
employed. I think the nucleus of a colony
might be formed in this way, which might
gradually extend, and that by beginning
on a small scale it might be kept well in
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hand * * * I shall prohably remain for some

months in this neighbourhood, and would

give it my personal superintendence.

" If you approve of this idea, and will

remit me the money, it can be placed to

account with the Imperial Ottoman Bank,

at Beyrout, and I will render you an

accurate aecount of the manner in which

tha money has been applied, and keep you

informed of the progress of the experiment

from which I hope a good result might be

obtained. * * *

" I was much interested by the pamphlet

which you were so kind as to send me,

and struck by the remarkable manner in

which Dr. Thomas predicted the sequence

of political events which have transpired

since his interpretation of revelation.

" My address is Haifa, Syria via Brindisi.

" Yours veiy truly,

" L . OLTPHANT.

" P . S —Would you have the kindness to

put me down as a subscriber to the Chris-

tadelphian, and send me one or two of the

back numbers. In the November Black-

wood you will see an article of mine called

' Jewish Tales and Jewish Reform.' "

The Editor who received the foregoing only

a few days before going to press with

the last part of this number of the

Christadelphian, is on the point of

writing to Mr. Oliphant in answer to

the foregoing, remitting the money in

hand. He hopes to make it np to the

level £300 during the few days that will

elapse before sending. It now stands

close on £290. The fund will remain

open one week after the appearance of

this number. We purpose letting the

letter, accompanying the money, appear

in our next.

INTELLIGENCE.

All intelligence communications must he in Birmingham by the 15th of the month at thelatest. Intelligence
should not form part of ordinary correspondence, but should be written on separate paper, and marked
" Intelligence."

Use note paper size and write on one side of the paper only. β£Γ Do not use large sheets; write with good
ink, and write all proper names VERY PLAINLY.

ABERDEEN.

Brother George Garden has removed from this
neighbourhood to Great Lottingworth, Heathtield,
Sussex, and being alone there, will be glad of a
call from any passing brother or sister.

ABERGAVENNY.

I am pleased to say the brethren and sisters
here are striving together in the faith of the
gospel, and keeping the lamp of truth burning
brightly. In addition to our usual local speakers,
we had a visit from Brother Shuttle worth, of
Birmingham, on 19th November, when, after the
regular meeting in the synagogue at 6.30, he de-
livered a public address in the Old Baptist Chapel
(now let as a lecture hall) at eight 'o'clock. This
brought together a good audience of strangers,
who, while not sufficiently interested to desert
their own conventicles, do not mind coining to
hear what they look upon as " something extra"
in the day's performance. The subject was
" Christ for ever," &c, &c, and we anticipate
good results, because people have a notion that
we do not make enough of Christ in our teaching,

and this lecture was a magnificent exposition of
him as the Alpha and Omega of our belief
Brother Dan. Clement, of Mumbles, also visited
us on December 10th, and delivered a stirring ad-
dress to an attentive audience. Subject, " Does
the phrase, ' Heaven our Home,' express a Biblical
Truth or Delusion ?"—W. BEDDOES.

ARBROATH.
The lectures here are being fairly attended. The

attendances are better this winter than they were
the previous one. This is encouraging. At one
of the lectures, I came in contact with two men
who had grave doubts as to the authenticity of the
Scriptures. I gave them the loan of The Trial,
and The Bradlaugh Debate, both of which works
they have read. One of the men now attends the
lectures regularly. The other man has been un-
well, but I saw him recently, and he told me he
was to come back again to the lectures.

LECTURES.—November 5th, " 'Rev.' J. H. Cham-
berlin renounces Orthodox Theology as unscrip-
tural, and becomes a Christadelphian—Startling
Disclosure of Ministerial Experience." This lec-
ture was well attended, and was listened to with
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great attention. Nov. 12th, " The Gospel of
Christ;" Nov. 19th, " ' R e v ' Dr. Cunningham
Crieff on Hell and Future Punishment." There
were nearly 100 strangers present at this lecture.
Nov. 25th, "The Facts concerning the Death and
Resurrection of Lazarus, and their bearing on
Man's Nature and his State in Death ;" Dec. 9th,
"Paradise: its Locality and Inhabitants;
The Thief s Question, and Christ's Answer con-
sidered."—W. ROBERTSON.

BILSTON.
We continue announcing our Sunday evening

lectures by posters, and thougli the result is small
so far as the size of the audience goes, we have the
satisfaction of having done our duty. The news-
paper discussions on "Natural Immortality" still
continues in the Bilston Herald. By this means
we have had an opportunity of putting the truth
before the public. Two persons are interested in
truth. We are further encouraged by this.
Brother Jones, 72 years of age, an old smoker, has,
with a great effort, entirely given up the use of
tobacco to his own improvement in mental and
physical health, and to the joy of the brethren.—
THOS. PARKES.

BIRMINGHAM.
During the month, the following have yielded

obedience to the truth:—Mrs. EMILY CHATWIN
(32), wife of Bro. H. Chatwin, formerly Church of
England; ELLEN PARSONS (27), tack cutter, for-
merly neutral ; FREDERICK BERRY (28), formerly
neutral. MRS. PARKES, wife of Bro. Parkes, was
immersed six or seven weeks ago. The fact was
inadvertently omitted to be noticed at the
time.

The new Record (in future to be published annu-
ally) has just been supplied to the ecclesia.

The Board School lectures continue. The great
inclemency of the weather has been interfering
somewhat with the attendance.

The half-yearly tea meeting of the Finger Post
distributors took place in the Garden Room, on
Saturday, Dec. 9. A very encouraging evening
was spent. In the course of the many addresses
•delivered, it was announced that the number of
the distributors had been increased to nearly 60,
through the accession of the Lozells district,
which has not only put its hand to the work of
distribution, but has resolved to provide, at its
•own cost, 5,000 Finger Posts monthly, in addition
to the 10,000 ecclesial supply. Bro. Challinor who
superintends the work, states that about 170,000 I
Finger Posts have been distributed since the com- j
niencement of the work. Bro. Powell reported j
that the activity of the brethren in the matter had
started the " Church " and other religious organi-
zations in the same line, and that the Daily Mail
•correspondent complained of certain parts of the
town being overwhelmed. The writer of this
complaint was astonished to find Bro. Powell con-
nected with such a work. Bro. Powell told him
the work would continue, and that public com-
plaint would only be likely to lead to its increase.
Other brethren mentioned various cases of direct
results from the monthly Finger Post reading:
and all could bear testimony to the marked im-
provement in the public attendance at the meet-
ings since the distribution commenced.

Brother and Sister Ashcroft and family arrived
in Birmingham on Monday, Dec. 11. Their arrival
lias afforded satisfaction to all the brethren. Bro.
Ashcroft addressed the brethren for the first time
as a resident brother, on Thursday, Dec. 14, his
name occurring in the annual printed programme

•on that evening as the first 20 minutes' speaker.

LECTURES.—Nov. 26, " The everlasting Gospel"
(Brother Shuttle worth); Dec. 3, "Light for Jew
and Gentile (Brother Roberts) ; 10th, "Paul not
mad" (Brother Roberts); 17th, "Paul's 'wish'"
(Brother Roberts); "Shipwreck in connection
with Paul's journey to Rome, as a prisoner"
(Brother Ashcroft).

BRIGHTON (WEST).
Brother and Sister Harrison have removed to

Dorking, Surrey. We are sorry to lose them, but
we are cheered by the addition of Brother aud
Sister Luce, and Brother Stock, from Swansea,
and also Sister Michie, niece of Brother Butler,
of London. Brother Luce is an able brother, and
we hope he will do much good in proclaiming the
truth. On Sunday afternoon, November 26th,
he spoke on the level to an audience of between
four and five hundred.

LECTURES (at 8, Goldstone-street).—Nov. 19,
"Immortality," Bro. Lucas; Nov. 26, "Elijah,"
Bro. Webb ; Dec. 3rd, " The fallen tabernacle of
David," Bro. Luce Dec. 9, " Truth versus Error,"
(Bro. Randell).—T. RANDELL.

BRISTOL.
I have to report one addition to our number

during the past month, viz. :—MAURICE WILLIAM
PAYNE (30), boiler maker, who was immersed
Sunday morning, Dec. 3rd, after an intelligent
confession of the one saving faith. On Nov. 27
we had a visit from Brother Bosher (of London),
who lectured on " The Gospel; is it preached in
the modern pulpit, or known in religious circles ?"
Our half-yearly social meeting was held on the
following Wednesday evening, on which occasion
the brethren and sisters sat down to tea, with
several interested friends, after which the time
was spent in conversational intercourse, in sing-
ing of hymns and delivering of addresses by two
or three of the brethren, with the object of
strengthening those who had already put on the
saving name, and stimulating those who had not
yet become inheritors of God's promises, but who
earnestly desire a knowledge of the truth.
Public interest as indicated by a steady and good
attendance at the Sunday evening lectures is still
encouraging.—S. HANDCOCK.

CHELTENHAM.
Brother Otter reports the immersion of G. W.

OSBORNE (22), son of Brother W. Osborne, of
Tewkesbury. His immersion took place on the
22nd ult.

DERBY.
Death has removed two of the brethren here

in a very remarkable manner. The two brethren
were also brothers in the flesh—George and John
Stevens—both in the prime of life. George, who
was well known in the town as a coal merchant,
having also in former times taken some part in
town affairs, was a hale, hearty man till a few
weeks before his death (which took place Nov.
21). He then became a prey to some kind of
decline, which the medical men did not quite
understand, which wasted him gradually to a
shadow till he died. On the same day, his brother,
a railway engine driver, was knocked down by a
wagon, and so injured that he had to be conveyed
to the hospital where one of his legs was ampu-
tated, causing his death. On the same day, we
are informed, the father of both (ignorant of the
position of his sons, as they were of his and of each
other's) sent a messase to them to come and see
him before he died. They all went to the grave
about the same time.
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Obedience has been rendered by ELLIS ELIAS
SANDERS. Otherwise, the affairs of the truth are
not in a happy condition in Derby. There is a
lack of that walking together which is a law of
Christ. How sad it seems in'the presence of death.
How much more so will it appear in the presence
of Christ.

FALMOUTH.
On Sunday, the 10th of December, I had the

pleasure of breaking bread with Brother Guest,
of Bexley Heath, and in the evening we met a few
persons who have been reading our publications,
and to whom I have been unfolding the glorious
things in store for those who are approved,
brother Guest spoke for some time to them on the
kingdom, &c. I have formed a class, which will
meet every Sunday evening for the purpose of
studying the Scriptures, and hope soon to have a
return for my labours.—W. WARN.

GLASGOW.
Brother Leask reports that Brother James

Paterson, sen., has resigned connection on the
ground that it is unscriptural to appoint serving
brethren by voting; also because we do not
believe in possessing the Holy Spirit as possessed
in the apostolic age. On Sunday, 3rd December,
Brother Win. Grant, of Edinburgh, exhorted in
the morning, and in the evening lectured on "Does
it matter what we beiieve ?" to a fair audience.
This was in addition to our ordinary afternoon
lecture, and we intend to do this on the first
Sunday of every month till May, inclusive.

LECTURES.—Nov. 19th, " I s Salvation by Faith
alone Scriptural ?" (Brother Jas. Nisbet); 20th,
"God, not the God of the dead but of the living"
(Brother Thos. Nisbet); December 3rd, " The
congregation of the dead" (Brother Jas. Steel);
10th, " Hopes to be realized . Hopes never to be
realized" (Brother James Nisbet).

GALASHIELS.
I am glad to inform you that five weeks ago to-

day, the wives of Brethren Lothian and Chisholm,
of Kelso, were baptised into that name to which
every knee shall yet bow. They were formerly
connected with that system of error known as
Dowieisin.—JAMES BRLL.

GREAT BRIDGE.
It is with great pleasure I report the obedience

of NELLY HARDY (16), daughter of Brother Hardy,
senr., and sister of the present writer. There are
now four of us in one family rejoicing in the one
hope of the glorious kingdom.—Brother W. H.
HARDY.

GREENOCK.
I am very happy to inform you that strife and

difference have ended, and we are in fellowship,
on the basis of the truth, in peace and unity
should dwell. The change has increased our
number from six to ten. We have removed from
No. 8, Market Street to a larger hall, No. 41,
Nicholson Street, where we meet every first day
of the week at 12 noon and 6 p.m. Any faithful
ones passing we will be glad to see.—-J. MONAGHAN.

HIGH WYCOMBE.
Brother Horsman has paid a third visit to High

Wycombe, and a change having taken place in the
occupancy of the civic chair, wehave been allowed
to occupy the Town Hall for a lecture, a thing

hitherto refused. The subject drew a very good
audience, and many have been the expressions of
satisfaction. Much of the prejudice once rife in
the town is gone (except in clerical circles), and I
think Wycombe is slowly but surely advancing in
the truth. We think of advertising a weekly
address at my house on Sundays, but the difficulty
is to get people to come to a private house, this,
however, we leave in the hands of Him to whom,
all hearts are open, and all desires known.—JOHN.
MONEY.

HUDDERSFIELD.
On November 5th we had the pleasure of assist-

ing into the saving name, Mr. WOOD, of Snaith,.
pointsman, who came over to Huddersfield on
account of railway convenience. Brother and
Sister Wood, at Snaith, are isolated, and will be-
glad of a visit of any of the brethren going that
way. On December 3rd, FRED HOPKINSON (22),
pointsman, nepheAV to Brother Heywood, also-
put on the saving name, and others are interested.
—GEORGE DRAKE.

IRVINE.
I have to announce the baptism of ISAAC HIND·

(46), and JOHN DICK (39), on the 2nd of December.
The brethren were all present, and after a very
comfortable tea in our usual meeting place-
various addresses were given by the brethren ;
very comforting for such an occasion. We had
a visit of Brother Millman, of Liverpool. He
lectured on the 26th of November. His subject
was " Christ's Second Coming." We also had a
visit of Brother Campbell, of Glasgow, who lec-
tured on the 10th of December, on " Immortality":
andiences small, but attentive.—W. MULLEN.

KELSO.
I rejoice to inform you of Brother Chisholm'a

wife and my own wife having rendered obedience
to Christ, by putting on his name in the way he
appointed : they have for a while known the fir.st.
principles of the faith. It took place on the 28th
of October. Brother Bell, from Galashiels, helped
them to put on the sin-covering name. Brother
Alexander, from Stow, was present also, and on
the following day we partook of bread and wine»
in remembrance of him who was made perfect
through sufferings, and who thereby became the
author of eternal Salvation to all Who obey him.
—JAMES LOTHIAN.

KIDDERMINSTER.
Brother and Sister Parkin have removed from

Birmingham to this town, and have become mem-
bers of the Kidderminster ecclesia. We are-
pleased to have their fellowship. Hope to have
a further addition to announce next month.

LECTURES.—Nov. 19th, " Who are the Sons of
God? and how may the Sons of Men attain to
that Exalted Position?" (Bro. T. F. Craddock, of
Birmingham); 26th, " Heaven our Home. Is it
true?" (Bro. J. Bland); Dec. 3rd, "The Trinity"
(Bro. W. Taylor, of Birmingham); 10th, " Peter's
Keys, and how he used them" (Bro. T. Parkes, of
Bilston).—J. BLAND.

LEEDS.
On November 23rd we had the pleasure of im-

mersing into the sin-covering name, JOHN HOLDS-
WORTH (19), formerly Church of England. Bro.
Holdsworth is in the same store as BIO. Philpotts,
and has thus had the truth introduced to him, and·
by reading and regularly attending the lecture»
has quickly come to a knowledge of the truth
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On this occasion we adopted a new plan (which
we intend to follow out at future immersions)
instead of meeting at the baths, we met at our
meeting-room, held a service there, and then ad-
journed to the baths for the immersion. We find
this a better plan, on account of the limited ac.
commodation at the baths, and not being per-
mitted to sing there.

LECTURES.—Nov. 19th, "The Spirit of God"
(Brother W. H. Andrew); 26th, "The wages of
sin is death" (Brother Mitchell); Dec. 3rd,
" Eternal Life to be manifested in the body"
(Brother W. H. Andrew) ; 10th, ' ' The Gospel
preached to Abraham identical with the Gospel
preached by Jesus Christ and his Apostles"
(Brother W. Andrew).—W. H. ANDREW.

LEICESTER.
ELEANOR MARY YARDLEY, daughter of Brother

and Sister Yard ley, was inducted into the sin-cover-
ing name on Thursday, November30. A tea meeting
was held the same evening in connection with the
Mutual Improvement Society, the meeting being
the first anniversary of the society. On Wednes-
day, November 22, Brother Lucas, an old brother,
fell asleep in the hope of a glorious resurrection.
Brother Lucas before coming in to the truth some
10 or 12 years ago was a Methodist local preacher.
His name appears (in conjunction with another
brother now deceased) upon a Leicester circuit
plan dated 1861. He was a very faithful and con-
sistent brother, and until he became infirm was a
very able exponent of the truth, in which he
rejoiced, and in which he died firmly settled and
grounded. The ecclesia, on the recommendation
of the managing brethren, have withdrawn from
John and Mrs. Cope. The brethren in other
places are for good reasons advised to have no
dealings with them.

LECTURES.—Nov. 19, "The Promises made to
the fathers" (Brother Dixon); Nov. 26, "What
must I do to be saved " (Brother Gamble); Dec.
3, "Plainold English" (Matt. xvi. 16), (Brother
Shuttleworth, of Birmingham) ; Dec. 10, " Power
over the nations" (Brother Burton).—F. S. HERNE.

'LINCOLN.
I have to report the obedience of ELIZABETH

HEALEY (wife of Brother Healey), who, having
made the good confession, was baptised into
Christ, December 7th, 1882.

LECTURES.—Nov. 19, "Jesus, the Christ, the
coming King" (Brother Hawkins, of Nottinghhm);
Nov. 26, " Bible Christianity v. Clerical Atheism"
(Bro T. H. El wick) ; Dec. 3, " The Doctrine of the
Trinity" (Brother Richards, of Nottingham); Dec.
10, "An important question Scripturally an-
swered" (Brother P. J. Roberts).—Τ. Η. ELWICK.

LIVERPOOL.
The immersions since the date of our last report

have been as follows, viz., Nov. 18th, MARY
THOMAS (28), formerly Church of England ; Nov.
24th, MARTHA MURRAY (24), formerly Presbyterian,
domestic servant. We have lost Brother Ashcroft
from our midst by his removal to Birmingham to
engage in the work of The Christadelphian, an
arrangement which the brethren generally know
is to come into force with the new year. We
have parted with him and his sister wife with the
deepest regret and heartfelt sorrow, for they have
sustained and comforted us with their fellowship
in the gospel from the first day of our ecclesial
organization, in June, 1876, until now. We have,
however, the hope of the frequent renewal of our
intercourse, as Brother Ashcroft is under an

engagement, as unchangeable as the laws of the
Medes and Persians, to lecture for us on tilvi
first Sunday in each and every month, if the Lord
will, until he comes, and we are persuaded that,
though absent in the body, he will be present with
us in spirit joying, we hope in remembrance of the-
steadfastness of our faith in Christ, which we have
always endeavoured to keep, under all circum-
stances, strong and pure.

LECTURES.^-Nov. 19, "The Bible Doctrine of the-
extinction of evil" (Brother A. Andrew) ; Nov.
26, "What is Christ coming for?" (Brother H.
Sulley); Dec. 3, "Watchman, what of the night ?"
(Bro. R. Ashcroft); Dec. 10, " F o r had ye
believed Moses ye would have believed in me, for
he wrote of me" (Bro. J. U. Robertson.)—HENRY
COLLENS

LONDON.

NORTH LONDON (Wellington Hall, Wellington
Street, Islington, 11 a.m. and 7 γ.ηι.)—I have to·
report the following immersions:—On Nov. 15,
HENRY JANNAWAY, younger t**n of Bro. Janna-
way, sen. ; Nov. 18, ELIZABETH BAKER (of Rams-
gate) ; Dec. 3, CHARLES TAYLOR TILLEY, formerly
Wesleyan. Mrs. CAROLINE MARIA TYLEE (wife
of our Brother Tylee), who was immersed in De-
cember, 1877, and mot at the Lambeth Rooms
with those holding erroneous views on the nature
of Christ, has been added to our fellowship.
Brother Charles Spencer and Sistef Ellen
Fen ton were united in marriage, November 25th.
Bro. Roberts, accompanied by Sister Roberts,
visited London in November, and delivered two-
lectures in the Wellington Hall, to large audiences.
The subject on Nov. 19 was "The Times we live
in," and on the Tuesday following (21st), " Is the
Gospel believed or preached in Modern Religious
Circles ?" Death has taken from us our Brother W»
Jannaway, jun. He had been ill for several
months, and has suffered very much during the
course of his illness. He passed away quietly
during sleep on Monday, December 11th. He was
an ardent fellow-worker, and a diligent student
of the Word. For some years he filled the office
of treasurer, and only relinquished office in July
last on account of ill-health. He was conscious
until he entered on his last sleep, that of death,
and rejoiced in the hope of a glorious waking. We
buried him, Dec. 15, at noon, in Brompton Ceme-
tery. Being a damp, toggy morning, the body
was carried into the Dissenters' Chapel, followed
by a number of brethren. The 90th Psalm was.
read, and a few remarks made thereon, in con-
nection with the glorious hope set before us in
Paul's letter to the Corinthians (chap, xv.), and
Thessalonians (1st Epistle, chap. iv. 13-18).
Prayer was then offered, after which the
comforting anthem, " The Redeemed of the Lord "
was sung. The body was then conveyed to the grave,
where prayer was again offered, after whif.h, we
left our brother to rest till the Lord's return.

LECTURES. — December 3, "What is man?"
(Brother W. Atkins* ; 10th, " Dark pages in the
world's history" (Brother H. Horsman) ; 17th,
" The -Power and wisdom of God " (Bro. A.
Andrew); 24th, "Why will ye die, Ο Gentile and
Jew?" (Brother J. J. Andrew); 31, "The Occu-
pation of Egypt by Britain " (Brother H. Sulley,
of Nottingham).—WM. OWLER.

WESTMINSTER.—{Victoria Hall, 327, Vauxhalt
Bridge-road, Sundays at 11 and 7).—We have had
six additions to our number since we commenced
operations in this neighbourhood ; five being
caused by the removal of brethren and sisters
from other parts, and the other by immersion iu
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the person of ERNEST LEONARD ROWLANDS 26),
formerly Church of England, who put on the
saving name November 15th. His first introduc-
tion to the truth was by means of the outdoor
efforts put forth on Peckham Rye during the past
summer. We have lost by death our brother,
William John Jannaway, aged 35 (Brother Owler
reports above). For nearly eight years he has
been an active worker in the truth. His connec-
tion with it came about in a peculiar way, as will
be remembered by the readers of ihe Christadel-
phian for 1874. He saw an article in the London ·
Standard headed " Christian Dolphins." He
wrote to the editor asking who these people were.
This elicited" information which introduced him
to the brethren, and the direct outcome of the
matter was (through his indefatigability) a family
of ten were brought into the truth, besides others
indirectly. He was some years since elected
treasurer to the Islington ecclesia, and only
resigned the post at the last annual meeting in
consequence of the ill-health which he has now
suffered for spnie fifteen months. Liver com-
plaint was the primary cause, and this brought
on consumption, which terminated in death while
asleep on December 11th. He was quite con-
scious. He thoroughly realised his serious con-
dition, and seemed to hail death as a relief from
his sufferings, knowing that the sleep to him
would be but an instant, and that our judge is
one who knows the weakness of human nature,
and that though that nature is very weak yet the
spirit is very willing. Since he came into the
truth, our brother's constant desire—with others
—was that a light stand should be erected in the
south-west of London, and although he lived to
see this accomplished, yet his health never once
permitted him attending the hall recently opened.

LECTURKS.—December 3rd, " Burning up of the
earth" (Brother A. Andrews); 10th, " Heirship
of the world" (Brother J. J. Andrews); 17th,
"Popular religious fables" (Brother Thirtle);
24th, "The Resurrection" (Brother Elliott);
31st, "Edenic curse" (Brother A. T. Jannaway).
—FRANK JANNAWAY.

MALDON.
We had a very good audience at "head-quar-

ters," Heybridge, last Thursday evening, to hear
Brother Horsnian, of London, who gave a good
lecture on " The coming and kingdom of Christ."
Brother Hodgkinson lectured in our own meeting
room on the previous Sunday evening to a very
good and attentive audience. Subject, " Wisdom
or ignorance, the stepping stone to life or death."
I am very thankful to sa'y the truth is getting a

MANCHESTER.

We have been making a little extra effort lately,
and have succeeded in getting a number to come
and listen to the glorious gospel of Christ. We
were very much cheered by^a visit from Brother J.
U. Robertson (of Liverpool), who delivered an ex-
cellent lecture in our meeting room, the subject
being, "Doctrines, Ecclesiastical, Political, and
Social, True and False, Good and Evil, of God
and of Man." We are doing our best to get the
people to come and hear.

LECTURES.— November 5th, " The serpent's lie "
(Brother Wareham); November 12th, "The salva-
tion that is in Christ Jesus " (Brother Barlow) ;
NoVeinber 19th, "The destruction of the devil"
(Brother Bellamy, of Stockport).—THOMAS YARD-
LEY.

MATLOCK.

On the 9th December we had the pleasure of
receiving into the household of faith, THOMAS
BRAND (17), formerly neutral. May the word grow
in this place.—JAMES SMITH.

MUMBLES.

" November 28th, 1882,—To Mr. W. Clement.—
Dear Sir,—Will you kindly consent to deliver
Four Lectures, on Tuesday evenings, upon the
undermentioned subjects ; and also permit anyone
attending the lectures to put questions at the
close of each, bearing on the subject dealt with.
1st—' Thank God I baptized none of you ; ' 2nd—
' Having a desire to depart and to be with
Christ;' 3rd—' The Thief on the Cross;' 4th—
'The Rich Man and Lazarus.'—I have enclosed
you 10s. for gas, <fcc, yours respectfully, a LATE
WESLEYAN METHODIST.

In pursuance of the request (above), I consent
to give two of the lectures named, and my son
will deliver the other two, at the Christadelphian
Synagogue, Mumbles. Dec. 5th, 1882 (by Mr. W.
Clement) " I thank God I baptized none of you;"
Dec. 12th (by Mr. D. Clement), " Having a desire
to depart and to be with Christ;" Dec. 19th (by
Mr. W. Clement), " The Thief on the Cross;"
Dec. 2(ith (by Mr. D. Clement), "The Rich Man
and Lazarus." Questions invited at the close of
each Lecture.

Brother D. Clement, reporting after the second
lecture, says, " Two of the meetings over ; very
good attendance ; great interest shown."

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.
Through the removal of Sister Bruce our number

is reduced to 22. Our sister has gone to America,
and will, we understand, meet with the brethren
in Jersey City. May the God of Abraham preserve
and keep her to the coming of our Lord Jesus the
Christ. Our meetings are held at U8, Gallowgate,
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Some of the brethren have
gone to Jarrow, expecting to find us. We cordially
invite visits from the brethren passing our way,
especially those capable and willing to give us
lectures.—JAMES HARKER.

NOTTINGHAM.
After an illness of eight weeks' duration, our old

Brother Hodgkinson calmly fell asleep, on Sunday
morning, November 25th, aged 84 years. He was
buried in the general cemetery, November 30th,
his funeral (in accordance with his special re-
quest) being attended by brethren and sisters
onljr. It will be remembered that the fact of our
return to the Christadelphian Hall led to our
brother understanding the truth concerning the
sacrifice of Christ, and (at his earnest request) re-
immersion, on account of which he never ceased
to express his joy and thankfulness. We have an
addition to our number by the removal of Sister
Beale, from Leicester.

LECTURES (since last report).—Oct. 15, "Eng.

'Saints" (Brother Richards); Nov. 12, "Scrip-
tural conversion" (Brother Hawkins); Nov. 19,
" The way called heresy" (Brother Richards, jun.);
Nov. 26. "Priests" (Brother Richards) ; Dec. 3,
" Eternal Life in Christ only" (Brother Mabbott) ;
Dec. 10, "The coming Reformation" (Brother
Hawkins).—J, KIRKLAND.
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PILSLEY.

I have pleasure in sending you word that my
two sons—WILLIAM WILSON BOOTH (17) and
CHARLKS ALFRED BOOTH (15^—have recently put
on the saving name. This, as yoii will suppose
is a great joy to me, especially as the last-named
is suffering from a sickness of a very serious kind,
which I can scarcely hope will not be unto death.
The immersions took place at Nottingham, on the
22nd inst.—PHCEBE BOOTH (per Brother Sulley).

RIPLEY.

Brother W. Mitchell forwards letters clipped
from a local paper, and explains their origin in
an advertisement appearing four times in the
Ilkeston Advertiser for an able defender of the
immortality of the soul to meet a Christadelphian
who should maintain it was an unscriptural
doctrine. No answer to the advertisement was
received, of course; but two letters appeared,
one evidently by a Wesleyan " Rev.," denouncing
the brethren at some length in a somewhat warm
and satirical manner. Brother Mitchell says:
" There is no knowing what good a cool and wise
answer would do. Perhaps you will kindly
undertake that. And, if occasion should arise,
either for a debate or for a lecture in the public
hall, we should be glad if you would pay us a
visit, as many persons, not connected with us,
have expressed a desire to hear you.

[As regards writing an answer to the letter, we
just happen to be half an inch over head and ears
with important matters that prevent. With
Brother Ashcroft's assistance —which commences
January 1st, 1883—we shall be better able to deal
with such cases as they arise. We have hereto-
fore, as now, had to give them the go-bye, except
when Brother Shuttle worth has been able to put
his/hand in. Touching debate, &c, we never
feel at liberty to refuse when health and other
occupations allow.—EDITOR.]

SPALDING.

LECTURES.—The following lectures have been
delivered during the past four weeks :—Nov. 19,
" S i n : its origin, history, and end" (Bro. Ed-
wards); 26, "Earth burning, a delusion" (Bro.
Tyler); Dec. 3, "The soul of every living thing,
and the breath of all mankind " (Bro. T. Royce,
of Peterborough) ; 10, " O, death where is thy
sting? Ο grave, where is thy victory?" (Brother
Edwards). We are pleased to announce an im-
provement in the attendance at our lectures, con-
sequent upon a special effort we have made on the
occasion of the lecture by Bother T. Royce, when
the Temperance Hall was comfortably tilled by a
most attentive audience, and several appear to be
interested through it, and are now looking into
the truth. The lecture was reported in the local
papers. We had a fair attendance on the 10th
inst. We hold a Bible class every Wednesday
evening, at Brother Jane's house, at 8 o'clock,
which we commenced on Nov. 1st. The subject
we have on hand now is "The Commandments of
Christ." May the Lord still continue to prosper
His work in this town. We are sorry to have to
state that through the continued absence of Bro.
Allenson, we have withdrawn from him.—J. WIL-
KINSON.

STOCKPORT.

Brother Waite reports the immersion of SARAH
ANN WRIGHT (42) ; also, on the 10th inst., Brother
F. R. Shuttleworth, of Birmingham, paid a visit
and refreshed the brethren, and in the evening
lectured to a large audience.

SWANSEA.

Brother Stock and Brother Luce have removed
to Brighton.

LECTURES.—October 15, "The Two Covenants,
or the Old and New Jerusalem " (Brother J. T.
Jones;; 22. "The Second Appearing of Christ"
(Brother Davies) ; 29, "The Bible Future"
(Brother Shuttleworth); November 5, " The Two
Births: Water and Spirit" (Brother Gale); 12,
" Cornelius " (Brother Goldie); 19th, " The King's
speedy appearing "(Bro.J.T. Jones); 26, " Chiist
the Resurrection and the L'fe " (Bro. Davies) ;
December 3, " Angelic Visits to the Earth "
(Brother Gale); 10, "Will all men ultimately be
saved?" (Brother Goldie).—THOMAS RANDLES.

AUSTRALIA.
MEHBOURNE.—Brother Gamble reports : "The

Melbourne ecclesia has experienced one of its most
important changes since its organisation, inas-
much as we have agreed to divide and thus form
two separate ecclesias, one in Melbourne, and the
other in Windsor, four miles distant. This was
agreed upon at a special meeting of the ecclesia,
held Sept. 11, 18S2. The two ecclesias are to be
one in the advocacy of the truth ; both are to work
together, with this object in view. Arrangements,
are made to exchange lecturing brethren, so that
we hope by these means to double the work we
have been doing in the past. The address of the
Windsor ecclesia is Oddfellows' Hall, Albert-street,,
which will be more convenient for brethren living
in the immediate neighbourhood, where a good
deal has already been done for the proclamation
of the truth. At present they number 19.

LECTURES (at I.O.O.F. Hall).—August 6, " Does
death end all," (Brother Walker); 13, " Is the soul·
of man immortal?" (Brother Gordon); 20, "The
second coining of Christ" (Brother Walker) ; 27,
" The righteous shall be recompensed in the
earth " (Brother Walker); Sept. 3, "Will all men
perish eternally ?" (Brother Gamble) ; 10, " Jesus
the Messiah," (Brother Hardinge) ; 17, " The
Gospel" (Brother Gordon).—J. C. GAMBLE.

CANADA.
TORONTO.—Brother Ross writes :—" On his re-

turn from the west, Brother Ashcroft gave a
course of four lectures. The first was in our
meeting-room, which was filled to overflowing.
The other three were hold in the Temperance
Hall, and were better attended than we had ex-
i s t e d . Brother Ashcroft was very highly es-
teemed by all here. I have been taking a fort-
night's holiday. Some of us accompanied Brother
Ashcroft to see the Grand Falls at Niagara, which
he admired very much, but did not find as much.
• roar' about them as he expected."

WALMER.—Brother J. Malcolm reports the
obedience of his third daughter, MARY (18). Shê
put on Christ October 2nd, in God's appointed
way, and has thereby (if faithful to the calling),
become a joint heir with Christ of all that God
has promised to Abraham's seed. He also says :
" Your late work, The Trial, has been a source of
great comfort to the few here, who are still
striving to hold fast the ancient faith. All our
hope hinges on the resurrection of Christ. We can
say with Paul, 'if Christ be not risen our faith is.
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Tain.' You have surely to every honest mind de-
monstrated beyond all doubt that he has risen and
become the first fruits of them that slept."

NEW ZEALAND.
CHRISTCHURCH.—Brother Challinor reports the

obedience of HENRY J. CHAPMAN, formerly Camp-
bellite, after a clear and intelligent confession of
the faith.

" Brother and Sister Archer have returned to this
place again and are meeting with the brethren.
On the other hand, Brother and Sister Petersen
have removed some distance up the country.
Brother Mackilop's death was the cause of much
sorrow amongst us here, for we knew him and
loved him well as an earnest and faithful brother
of Christ, who was always abounding in the work
of the Lord. We have had in our fellowship here
Brother Butler, of In vercargil, and Brother Dalziel,
-of Christchurch. We have also been refreshed by
the company of Brother Matthews, of Invercargill,
who came upon a visit to this place.

"Our little nock has considerably increased its
number of late, owing to some, from whom we
withdrew some two years ago, seeing their way
«lear to freely endorse our basis of fellowship.
They are six in number; this has caused us
much thankfulness, for most gladly do we wel-
come in the truth the company of all good and
honest hearts, and joyfully do we except of their
kindly co-operation in the great work of spread-
ing far and near those glorious truths which
comprise the faith, once for all delivered to the
saints. At the close of the winter, death removed
Brother Lloyd irom our midst, to our sorrow.
He was highly esteemed by all who knew him.
The funeral drew a large and respectful assembly
to his grave, and advantage was taken of this by
Brother Morgan, who, in a short and clear ad-
dress, stated the hope of him who had fallen
asleep ; also the reason why he had departed from
orthodox procedure. We have succeeded in ob-
taining a suitable place of meeting in the ante-
room of the Odd Fellow's Hall, in Colombo Street,
Sydenham, near Christchurch."

DUNEDIN. — Brother Holmes writes :—" Our
little band meet in Cumberland-street, in Brother
Churchill's house—six in number—with about
six or seven alien's, some of whom we expect will
soon put the eunuch's question. We do the best
we can, and dwell together in unity and love,
striving together for the hope of the gospel. We
have started a Bible class on Wednesday nights,
which is pretty well attended. \Ve have been cal-
culating on taking a small hall for our meetings
shortly, and giving public lectures and circula-
ting tracts. I long tor this, for much good cannot
be done by meetings in private houses. Brother
and bister Churchill are both very earnest and
great students of the works throughout."

OUTRAM.—Brother Simons reports the obedience
on Sunday, August '20, 18S2, of ALICE MOSLEY
(21), younger sister to Brother and Sister Mosley,

•ofStirling and Warepa, near Balclutha. "Sister
Alice, with sister Hannah, were staying with us
for about a fortnight, to talk over the one faith,
hope, and baptism lor salvation, and a truly happy
time we spent. I am glad to say the lecture
(prev.ously reported) caused quite a stir here, and
the enemy are up in arms, and spare neither lies
nor deception to blind the people and hinder the
c uise of truth. Some strong feeling has conse-
quently arisen, and I am glad to say a number are

looking into the truth. Amongst them our Dr.
Stirling and a Mr. James Mather, both strong in
the truth, as far as they have advanced, and both
of them of the right stamp—conscientious and
well educated—so hope soon to re j . ort further good
news. I had no idea my weak efforts could have
such results, or that they would be so greatly
blessed. I enclose a rather imperfect newspaper
sketch of the lecture, which is as near as we
could expect from the world, but in some places
gives a very different meaning to the original, and
only a very small portion of it. Brother J. Camp-
bell will deliver a lecture at the same place, on
' Egypt,' on the 14th inst., and I will follow with
'Finger of God in relation to Eastern Question,'
taking Brother Davis's help. Kindly send out
all such helps you can, as I must keep the fire
burning. The enemy is trying their best to get me
out of Outram, but the Lord is over all." [In a
later communication, Brother Simons reports the
acceptance of the truth by Dr. Stirling and Mr.
Mather; and propounds some queries, which we
shall endeavour to attend to in our next.—ED.]

SOUTH AFRICA.
Brother Robertson reports that Brother and

Sister Wood, and their daughter, Sister Jessie
Wood,arrived safely here (Maritzburg) during Sep-
tember, from East Linton.

UNITED STATES.
Brother Gunn writes :—" I had hoped that

some of the brethren in America would have
cautioned you long ago against Dr. J. H. Thomas,
who certainly is not sound in doctrine, and is
striving to hold a position in which he can do
great damage to the truth—passing as a Christa-
delphian, and fraternising with the vile ' Resti-
tution,' and the viler 'Investigator' of Montreal."

[We are in a somewhat helpless position with
regard to communications from the other side of
the Atlantic. The " platform" of the Christadel·
phian (as the Americans phrase it) is well known :
and when a man of education addresses himself
to us fraternally, and encloses printed produc-
tions of his own apparently in entire harmony
with the truth, we naturally assume his advances
are on the basis of a mutual endorsement of the
said " platform." It sometimes turns out that in
this we are mistaken. The only remedy is for
brethren on the American side (as everywhere else)
to use their discrimination when any one
approaches them in the name of the truth, and
act on John's recommendation to " Try the
spirits whether they are of God."—EDITOR.]

BUFFALO (N.Y.)—Brother Reeve reports an ad-
dition by immersion, JOHN NELSON BIDWELL (01),
formerly Methodist, who put on Christ in God s
own appointed way, in Sept., 1882.

ELMIRA (N.Y.)—Brother Sykes reports that on
Oct. 25, Mrs. CATHERINE SHARP (46), neutral,
having acquired an enlightened faith in the word
of God, as taught by the brethren of Christ, put
on that blessed name which all poor mortals so
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much need. Brother Ashcroft's lectures helped
Sister Sharp very much.

FLORENCE (Tex.)—Bro. Neale reports, Oct. 23 :
--'* We had the pleasure yesterday of seeing JAS.
BLACK (formerly Campbellite) put on the sin-
covering name. We have concluded to put forth
stronger efforts in the future."

NEW YORK.—Bro. Vredenburg reports the death
of Bro. Seaich. He died very suddenly of valvular
disease of the heart. Bro. Vredenburg says :—" We
feel his loss very much, both in the ecclesia and
the domestic circle. He was closely related to
our family, his wife and mine being sisters, and
both in the faith. It was mainly througli Bro.
Seaich's unceasing efforts that the lectures of
Brother Ashcroft were conducted so successfully.
He lived just long enough to attend them. He
was out to meeting but two Sundays after Brother
Ashcroft left us. We were about changing the
meeting place of the ecclesia, which took place
the first of this month (Nov.) when he was taken
ill. He had looked forward to better and more
labour on behalf of the truth in our new hall
(which is at the coiner of Grove and Fourth
Streets in Jersey city), but seemed to realise that
his life's work was ended. We sorrow not with-
out hope. We know that he will rise again, and
our abiding consolation is that though we are now
in the night of sorrow, ' Joy cometh in the
morning' (of the resurrection) when sorrow, and
sighing, and death shall flee away. One week
ago yesterday, we received into membership
Sister A. J. Glover, who had been about two weeks
previously immersed. Four more (all young per-
sons) are about making application for baptism.
I hope we are not growing too fast. Character
and intelligence are the needful things, not num-
bers. We started with a charter membership of
16, and the ecclesia now numbers nearly 45 mem-
bers, not a very bad showing in less than 3 years
for so small a body. We thank God but greatly
fear."

NIAGARA (KY).—Brother J. W. Griffin writes :—
41 About twelve months ago Brother G. P. Pruitt,
of Cairo, wrote a short but correct statement of
our condition, some denying the name Christadel-
phian, some denying the appearance of the unjust
at first resurrection, many not understanding
question of resurrection and judgment, and more
pretending to understand but denying the truth.
We endured this state of things too long, from
weakness and for peace. ' The wisdom that is
from above is first true, then peaceable.' Some of
us (16) finding no peace in companionship, with
error have withdrawn and organised upon the Bir-
mingham statement of faith, and are determined
with the Father's help to try to be one as our
Adam brother prayed we should, and ' Pray the
God of patience and consolation grant us to be
likeminded one towards another according to
Christ Jesus' ; that we may with one mind and
one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ."

LOWELL (MASS.)—For the first time the truth
has been publicly proclaimed in Lowell, and by
our Brother Ashcroft, this being the last place on
the programme. He left here November 13th for
New York to return to England by the s.s.
"Scythia," Cunard Line. His subjects were,
November 10th : " Watchman, what of the night?
or the signs of the times as bearing upon the
question of the world's deliverance by Christ;"
November 11th: "Can a man survive death without
a body;" November 12th, Sunday : "The salvation
offered by Christ: what it is according to the Scrip-
tures, and what it is not." I have also to report the

obedience of Mrs. ANN HOYLE(45), wife of Brother
Hoyle, under peculiar and trying circumstances.
She has been confined to the house by sickness for
nearly two years, and for eighteen months has not
been able to go to bed, but compelled to sit in a
chair, day and night, with a leg which frequently
threatened her with death. Only two days before
her immersion she gave herself up, expecting an
early departure from the land of the living. We
made a large bath and immersed her in her own
house, it taking just four of us to bury her in
water for the remission of her sins.—ROBERT
JUDD.

NEW LISBON (WIS.)—Brother J. Baxter writes :
—'' I wrote you some years ago to make our
whereabouts known to any brother that might
perchance pass this way, that he might make us
a call. We are able and willing to entertain
strangers. None of us are fit to speak in public,
though we are quite able to converse. I am now
69 years of age; was baptised some thirty-three
years ago. Last summer I went 50 miles to
baptise my youngest son, at his request. An
elder son and daughter are in the faith, three yet
stand aloof, but I expect they also will make th.̂
good confession soon. We are few in number,
only my wife, Sister Sarah, son, and wife, and a
Brother John Leak, who comes every 1st day four
miles."

OLIMPO (CAL.)—Brother Gilliam reports that on
the 27th of August DANIEL A. HUTCHINS (49),
formerly neutral, and also MARY E. HUTCHINS,
his wife, formerly Campbellite, were added to the
household of faith by being baptised for the re-
mission of sins. Brother and Sister Hutchins are
doing all they can to enlighten their neighbours,
but their surroundings are intensely dark, mostly
Infidels, Spiritualists, and Catholics. Brother
Gilliam invites any true brother passing this way
to call (eight miles north of Orland, a small town
on the railroad).

RICHMOND (VA.)—Our earnest anticipations of
Brother Ashcroft's visit in October, were more
than realised. His pleasing address, and im-
pressive manner, secured the best attention of the
large audiences who came to the four lectures he
delivered. . Christadelphiauism never had such
large audiences here. The class of minds present
was above the average. Should he come again
many more would attend his lectures. Some of
his hearers, to whom our doctrines are new, are
searching the Scriptures with an eager desire to
see if they point to such conclusions as he so
forcibly presented. His visit has stirred up the
whole body here with more zeal and devotion to
the truth. We love him devotedly for the truth's
sake. His first lecture was "Rev. and £400 a
year—why, as a believer in the Scriptures, I dis-
carded both." Second lecture : "The Signs of the
Times in their bearing upon the Deliverance of
the. World by Christ." Third lecture: "The
Covenants of Promise, and the Blood of Christ,
what the one has to do with the other, and we
have to do with both." Fourth lecture : " Many
things supposed to be in the Bible, which cannot
be found there, and some things there which very
few are aware of."—JAMES LUXFORD.

VALLEY SPRING (TEX).—Brother Magill reports
obedience to the requirements of the gospel, on
September 17, after giving evidence of their under-
standing and faith, on the part of JOHN P. TODD
(near 50), and his wife, and JOHN J. HANDLKY (4 4),
and on the 19th, Mr. D. GREEN MERRITT (42). The
three first named were formerly Campbellites;
Brother Merritt was neutral. They have rendered
obedience under very adverse and trying circum-
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stances, especially Brother Todd. He had been
preaching for the Campbellites more than fifteen
years, and, being a poor man, was dependent on
them for support to a considerable extent. They
were loth to give him up. We first met and talked
with him last December. They have all (the four
named) been reading Twelve Lectures and other
works since that time. Brother Todd is an able
speaker, and we have good reason to believe that
his talents will be devoted to the cause of our
Master'in future. Besides, there is a goodly num-
ber of others in that section of country almost
ready to obey. Brother John Banta and I have
just returned from there. Brother Banta held a
five days' discussion there with a Mr. Lane
(Campbellite), late of the State o f Missouri.
Three propositions. 1st, "Man dies, and remains
unconscious in all his parts, body, soul, and
spirit, until the resurrection of the body ;" 2nd,
"The kingdom of Jesus Christ was set upon the
day of Pentecost;" 3rd, "The wicked will be utterly
destroyed—i.e., cease to exist as conscious beings,
at the judgment, 'Brother Banta affirming the first
and third; Mr. Lane the second. The debate
began on Tuesday, the 12th inst., and closed the
following Saturday in a friendly manner. The
next day (Sunday) Brothers Banta, Todd, and
Mr. Lane and one of his brethren all spoke on the
jailer's question and Paul's answer (Acts xvi, 30,
31). Mr. Lane spoke at night, and concluded by
calling for joiners to his church. None came.
He then called on all the former members of the
" Christian " congregation at that place, who were
still "untainted" with "materialism" or any of
the " errors " held by his opponent, and believed
that he (Lane) had maintained the truth in the
debate, to rise to their feet, that he might see if
there were enough to organize. Only seven rose,,
although there had been over 80 members there. '
He did not organize them.

WAUCONDA (III).—The fraternal gathering of
the Christadelphians of Northern Illinois and
Southern Wisconsin, was held here, on the 26th,
27th, and 28th of August, 1SS2, at the residence
of Brother A. North, being the fifth annual
gathering of brethren and friends interested in
the truth. It exceeded all former meetings in
this place, owing first to a gradual growth which
has been developed,and secondly, by the expecta-
tion that Brother R. Ashcroft, from England,
would probably be present, which, we are happy
to say, was realised. All were anxious to see the
man that dared to give up a high and respectable
position in the religious world, to face poverty
and reproach for the truth. It did the
brethren and sisters good to look upon his
face, to hear his voice uttering the same
truths that they shared in was really a delight-
some pleasure. We regarded the caution you gav«
not to work him too hard, and especially as our
gatherings heretofore have been, not for lecturing
particularly, but for mutual edification. The
speaking was divided off amongst a many breth-
ren, Brother Ashcroft being called upon a little
extra to others, still leaving him the privilege to
hear others, as well as to speak. Our Brother
Ashcroft was accompanied by Brother William
Gunn, of Walkerton, County of Bruce, Ontario,
Canada, also by Brother Hudson, of Plymouth,
Michigan. Brother Dr. Reeves had come near
500 miles from his home in Springfield, Ohio ;
Brother Thomas Williams, from Riverside, Iowa ;
Sister Wade, from Stevens point, in the northern
part of Wisconsin ; Sister Mary Eastman, Dun-
dee, Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin ; Brother
and Sister Bates, from Sheboygan County, Wis-

consin; Brother and Sister Benjamin and Mary
Sneath, of Lanark, Illinois, and others of lesser
distances (too numerous for our space to give
in detail), there being eight members of Chicago
ecclesia, nine from Harvard, eight resident at and
near Wauconda; five from Kankakee, Illinois:
with 25 from near and far besides ; amounted to
55 believers, who met around the Lord's Table iu
fellowship. The meetings were five in number,
commencing on Saturday, at 3.30 p.m., Brother
J. SDothill presiding at the opening meet-
ing, Brother A. North, Brother John Spencer,
Brother James Wood, and then Brother Ashcroft,
offering words of welcome and congratulations
upon the happy circumstances under which we
had been brought together. Meeting again > same
day at 7.30 p.m., Brother James Wood, of Har-
vard presiding. Hymn on page 190 was sung,
followed by prayer by Brother Ashcroft. Isaiah
19th chapter was read, when Dr. Reeves gave a
exhortation. Allusion was made slightly to the
Scripture read concerning Egypt being upon the
point of fulfilment. Brother Thomas Williams,
of Iowa, spoke very interestingly on the claims
and characteristics of the truth. Hymn on page
98 was sung, after which Brother C. W. Tomkius,
of Albany, Green Co. Wis., gave an earnest ad-
dress on the discipline of the mind to evolve
thoughts in harmony with God's mind and will
to mediate, to search the testimonies, to co-operate
with Deity ; and so the evening was spent in a
profitable manner under the tent, reminding a
many of the Feasts of Tabernacles in ojden times.
On Sunday there were two meetings, in the morn
ning at 10.30 a.m., Brother John Spencer presid-
ing, it being the general desire to hear Brother
Ashcroft ; at length, all the time between the
Scripture reading and the breaking of bread was
accorded to him, which proved to be a feast to
all. The Lord's death was then shewn forth
and attended to as usual by thanksgiving, attend-
ance to the fellowship, contribution, singing. <fec.
Sunday-eve : Met at 7.30, Brother W. H. Wood, of
Jefferson, 111, presiding. Singing on page 205 ;
prayer by Brother H. Fish ; 4th chapter Philippian
read : introductory remarks by Brother W. H. W.,
then a discourse by Brother Ashcroft, listened to
with great attention, from friendly aliens as well as
brethren. Singing on page 209, and then a good long
old-fashioned discourse by our aged Brother Gunn.
Our last meeting was held on Monday, August
28, at 10.30 a.m., Brother Thomas Williams, of
Riverside, presiding. Singing, prayer, and Scrip-
ture readings characterised this as well as all
the meetings, Brothers Dr. Reeves, Gunn, Fish,
Chester (of Kankakee), Sneath (of Lanark), and
John Norman (of Chicago), all contributing to
the general comfort and upbuilding of the body.
The subject of isolated brethren attending to the
breaking of bread every first day of the week, as a
memorial, was advocated and recommended to
all in that situation. The interchange of thought,
the encouragement each received from others,
the zeal manifested in the Master's service, the
labours of love, the work of faith, and the patience
of hope, evidenced in these gatherings are pro-
ductive of great good, the only drawback at the
last was we had to separate and go back to our
homes^where we should not have such privileges.
Before the leave taking it was resolved, the Lord
willing, that another fraternal gathering be ap-
pointed for the same place, on the last Sunday
and Monday of August, 1883, and that Brethren
A. North, J. Spencer, and W. H. Wood, act as
committee of arrangements for it.—JAMES WOOD,
sec.



" He (Jesus) tliat sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father)
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them, BRETHREN. —(Heb. ii. 11.)

"For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of ΎΆ
SONS OF GOD."—(Rom. vii. 19.)
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DR. THOMAS AT AN "OPEN TEA MEETING."

I had been expounding, and testifying the kingdom of God, both out of
the law and the prophets, by the light of the New Testament, to audiences
(in JSW York) in which there were evidently several deeply interested in
the word preached. They came and went, but no decision was manifested.
In order, therefore, to afford them an opportunity of declaring themselves,
our congregation determined to have a soiree on the last Sunday evening of
the year, to which they would invite all who were disposed to come. Invi-
tation was accordingly given to every one that thirsted for the water of life,
to take tea with the brethren in their hall; that they might with freedom,
sociality, and friendship, state what difficulties disturbed their minds, and ask
for any information they desired, which would be cheerfully given, as far as
our ability supplied.

The evening party convened at 6 p.m. and continued till about twenty
minutes to 11 p.m. The singing of a hymn by the brethren, and thanks-
giving by the chairman, opened the meeting; and after tea was disposed of,
general conversation gave place to the consideration of an important subject
mooted by a brother. This was on the necessity of faith and obedience to
salvation in the kingdom of God. The remarks which accompanied this
were quite suggestive. In the course of what I said, I submitted that to
determine the act of obedience in connection with water, it was quite un-
necessary to have recourse to Hebrew, Greek, or Latin, as the terms used in
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connection with baptism were quite
sufficient to indicate it. These were
a being " horn of water," "buried,"
"planted," " body washed," &c,
which would not admit of the ideas
expressed by sprinkling, and pouring,
at all. To be born of earth, flesh,
or water, is for the subject to emerge
from a previous concealment therein.
To be buried or planted is to be put
out of sight, or covered up, in what-
ever medium may be employed; and
to wash the body is to bathe it, as is
evident from the law, wash and bathe
being there interchangeably used.—
After this several difficulties were
presented and considered, and satis-
factory explanations elicited, at least
to some. Some stated their convic-
tions, and determination tobe baptized,
upon an intelligent and hearty belief
of the gospel of the kingdom and
Name of Jesus. Of these some had
been immersed among the Baptists ;
others, not at all; while others con-
curred in the truth of the gospel as
they had heard it taught in our
meetings, but did not yet see it
necessary to repeat immersion, though
they admitted that before their bap-
tism they knew nothing of the king-
dom of God. How, then, could they
have believed the gospel, seeing that
the glad tidings are about that king-
dom ? If the kingdom be not doc-
trinally in a man's heart, the gospel
preached by Christ and his apostles
is not there ; and this being absent,
he is destitute of "the substance of

things hoped for, and the conviction of
things unseen;" in other words, he is
without the faith that is necessary to
be possessed for justification in
passing through the water " into the
Name of the Father, and the Son, and
the Holy Spirit."

In fine, the meeting progressed
and concluded with so much good
feeling and gratification at the in-
teresting matter brought out from
the word by the questions asked,
that our worthy chairman was pleased
to say that such meetings were
" better than half a dozen sermons."
And this I have no doubt is true;
and were it not for the trouble and
expense inseparable from such meet-
ings, I doubt not but a weekly soiree
in New York city, conducted as this
was, would conduce to a greater pro-
gress of the truth in a shorter time
than in the ordinary course of things.
Not having the gift of discerning
spirits, a teacher of the word cannot
now say, l£ Why say ye in your
hearts ψ If he could, he might
speak his words so seasonably as to
result in the conviction of many
whose scepticism is never reached.
In social meetings, however, the re-
straint felt at public meetings is re-
moved ; and out of the fulness of the
heart the mouth feels at liberty to
speak. Thus the teacher gets at the
workings of the inner man; and
oftentimes with few words converts
the difficulties of months into the
fading shadows of dissolving views.

BRAIN AND MIND.—Thought is what
the mind thinks ; mind is the intellectual
or intelligent power in man, and depends
on the brain. Dr. Hamilton, on the trial of
Guiteau, said *' he believed mind the pro-
duct of matter. When the machinery

breaks down the power is gone ; when the
matter of the brain is gone, its functions
cease. Beyond that you enter upon a
field where philosophers have been lost
since the beginning of time."—Boston
Investigator
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MR DARWIN AGAIN.

The following appears in the papers :—
" RELIGIOUS OPINIONS OF CHARLES DARWIN.—The controversy as to the exact nature

of Darwin's religious belief, which has arisen from the publication of the reply sent by
him to a German student, has brought forward Dr. Robert Lewins. who, writing to the
Journal of Science, says ' Before concluding I may, without violation of any confidence,
mention that, both vivavoce and in writing, Mr. Darwin was much less reticent to myself
than in this letter to Jena. For, in answer to the direct question I felt myself justified,
some years since, in addressing to that immortal expert in biology as to the bearing of
of his researches on the existence of an anima or soul in man, he distinctly stated that,
in his opinion, a vital or * spiritual' principle, apart from inherent somatic energy,
had no more locus standi in the human than other races of the animal kingdom—a con-
clusion that seems a mere corollary of, or indeed a position tantamount with, his essen-
tial doctrine of human and bestial identity of nature and genesis."

REMARKS.—" Eeligious belief " per se being commonly supposed to involve
the immortality of the soul, it is natural that the holders of the common
religious belief should be uneasy at the idea of nature yielding evidence
against the immortality of the soul. That which makes the holders of the
common religious belief uneasy has, however, precisely the contrary effect
on those who have come tosee,not only that the immortality of the soul is no
part of the religion of the Bible, but that it is inconsistent with the Bible, which
lays down as its fundamental axiom that death reigns where sin exists, and
that immortality in relation to man is a future and contingent affair alto-
gether, depending on the working out of God's own plan to take away sin
and abolish death at the last from the face of the earth—not by the
importation of a metaphysical anima, but by the re-constitution of the phy-
sical body upon the basis of incorruptibility at the resurrection. Mr. Darwin's
denial of the immortality of the soul, whatever force it may have, has no
bearing against the Bible but contrariwise. It is a confirmation of the
teaching of the Bible that man is mortal, and on a level, as to order of
nature, with the beasts that perish (Ecc. iii. 19). It will doubtless have an
unhinging, effect on popular theology ; and, in so far as the Bible is supposed
to be identified with popular theology, it may have a damaging effect on
popular confidence in the Bible. But in the long run it will help the
cause of Bible truth. It will predispose people to listen to the proposition
that the Bible is not responsible for a dogma which appeared in the world
first as a philosophical speculation, and then passed into the constitution of a
nominal Christianity by that process of deterioration which the apostles
themselves foretold.

Dr. Lewins, in speaking of Mr. Darwin as " less reticient" to him than in
the Jena letter, confounds tilings that are separate. What he spoke of in the
Jena letter was " Christ" and a " future life." What he spoke of to Dr.
Lewins was the presence, or otherwise of the theological " spiritual principle"
in the human constitution, physiologically considered. These things are
totally distinct. A man who speaks vaguely on one subject to one person,
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and expressly and largely on another subject to another person, cannot be said
to be "less reticent" to the latter. There is no ground of comparison.
Christ's resurrection is independent of the question of the human constitu-
tion ; and a " future life " (standing or falling with that resurrection) may
be strongly presumable, even if man have not (as all evidence, scriptural
or scientific, shows he has not) a single spark of entitative anima to dis-
tinguish him from the lower creation. But Dr. Lewins, knowing more of.
osteology than the Bible, doubtless assumed that in some way or other, all
these most radically separate points were synonymous, and that therefore
in expressing freely his opinion on the present nature and constitution of
man, he was speaking without reticence on the subject of whether Christ
rose from the dead, and whether there is another and higher life in the order
of the divine purpose upon earth.

Mr. Darwin has but recognised what the Scriptures have for ages plainly
taught, that every form of life is but the incorporation and diversification
of the eternal anima of the universe. The degree of its durability in each
individual form is a question of what men call physical organization. Per-
petual durability is a thing unknown upon earth at present. Further than
this no mere observer of nature can go. It is not in the highest human in-
tellect to conceive the origin, nature, or mode of the eternal anima, force, or
life of all things. The highest minds admit that the abstract nature of life
is inscrutable, and none are so backward to dogmatise against the possibility
of life being manifested under physical conditions securing its endlessness.
All they can say is that they have not made the acquaintance of such con-
ditions, and know not if they will ever arise. The resurrection of Christ
supplies the void in natural knowledge. It is the pledge and the sample of
the divine purpose to manifest immortality on earth by resurrection to in-
corruptible bodily existence. It is much more than that: but this it is,
certainly. The scientific agnosticism of the Darwinites is a mere mist on the
mountains. The mountains are there—more real than the mist; and at the
right moment the sun, dispelling the mist, will show us their verdure and
grandeur against the glorious blue of heaven.

EDITOR.

! IN ALL THY WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE HIM.'

" In all thy ways acknowledge Him/ '
To "whom thy path is known,

Thy wisdom is to trust his care,
ISTor strive to walk alone.

Commit thy way to God. The rest
Leave to His will—He knoweth best.

" In all thy ways," in each rough path
Stretch forth thy feeble hands,

And seek protection from His love,
Who heaven and earth commands.

Thy strength in each emergency
Sufficient " for the day " shall be.
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" In all thy ways," when clouds arise
And .darkness clouds thy way,

He knows thy grief—appoints e'en this
Deep sorrow—oh, then " pray :

Thy burden roll upon the Lord,"
And stay thyself upon His word.

" In all thy ways," thy strength brought down,
With lingering sickness pressed ;

Too weak to raise thy head thou raay'st
Rest on the Master's breast.

Tho' now the end thou can'st not see,
Thou yet shall say, " 'Twas good for me."

" In all thy ways acknowledge Him,"
Leave every painful doubt

To Him, whose name is " Wonderful,"
His ways past finding out.

In child-like faith, His rod receive,
His precious promises believe.

—Selected.

THE VISIBLE HAND OF GOD
IN

MIRACLES, SIGNS, AND WONDERS:
The nature and design of such operations and their necessity to the aeeomplishmen

of the work of God in the earth.

No. 24.

David not only proceeded to arrange for the building of the temple as
regards the accumulation of materials, but he handed over to Solomon the
plans of the edifice, which were themselves the exhibition of the visible
hand of God. They were plans that David got ready, but they were not
plans of David's contriving. They were plans communicated to him by in-
spiration. This we are informed by those same records which tell us plainly
of David's faults, and which have a right to be listened to when they speak
to us thus :—" David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and
of the houses thereof, and of the treasures thereof. . . . The pattern
of all that he had hy THE SPIRIT. . . . All this, said David, Yahweh
made me understand in writing BY HIS HAND UPON ME, even all the works
of this pattern" (1 Chronicles xxviii. 11, 19.) The plans for such a build-
ing must have been very elaborate, and must have involved an amount of
skilled knowledge that must have been rarely to be met with in those days
and least of all in a warrior-king like David, who had. spent most of his
days in the field. The nature of the case called for inspiration, even as
regards the natural difficulties of the case—how much more the purpose of
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the building. It was to be used as a dwelling-place of the divine name
and honour: a place where Israel should acceptably approach Yahweh in
worship. How could such a building be of human contrivance 1 How
could man know what would please God 1 When Israel came out of Egypt
the portable tent or tabernacle of worship that went with them in their wil-
derness journeyings was of divine contrivance, down to the very pins for
holding the cords which held the court-curtains in their place. How much
more needful was it that an immense and solid structure like the temple
should be of divine workmanship. These considerations become especially
urgent, in view of the fact that both tabernacle and temple were but archi-
tectural parables of the final temple-state which Yahweh purposed in Christ
to establish among men, as the normal and everlasting relation between Him-
self and the population of the earth. Man could only mar such a plan in any
contribution to its architecture. Man consults only the taste for the
beautiful, whereas this structure, though not lacking in the beautiful, was
to embody, in allegorical architecture the relations between God and Man,
which are only truly perceived from the divine standpoint. This is not the
place to trace the allegory, but merely to point out the necessity for divine
authorship to the temple plans ; and to emphasize the fact that in a certain
sense, Solomon's temple was itself the visible hand of God in the midst
of the earth.

Not only was David the architect of the temple, an architect by in-
spiration, but the builder of the temple, Solomon himself, was wisdom-filled
in the same way ; " God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding
much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore, and Solo-
mon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the East, and all the
wisdom of Egypt" (1 Kings iv. 29). This was no mere excess of natural
endowment; it was the result of express divine communication in fulfilment
of promise. " Yahweh gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him"
(chap. v. 12). The promise was precise. It was given in answer to Sol-
omon's choice. Solomon, at the beginning of his reign, when asked "what
shall I give thee V had said " Give Thy servant an understanding heart."
" And the speech pleased Yahweh that Solomon had asked this thing. And
God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing and hast not asked
for thyself long life, . . . behold I have done according to thy words: lo,I
have given thee a wise and understanding heart, so that there was none like
thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee " (1 Kings
iii. 5,12). Thus in the builder of the temple also we have an exhibition of
the visible hand of God. How else could the temple have been carried to
a divine completion Ί The divine doing of the work was a necessity. And the
divine presence in the doing of it was manifested in all the large-hearted,
enterprising, opulent arrangements of the Kingdom of Solomon throughout.
Itwasnot only thatthe work of the temple was so exactly planned that every block
of stone, and every piece of carpentry was brought to the spot ready for its
place in which it was noiselessly fitted, without work of chiselling, planing,
or finishing, " so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron
heard in the house while it was in building " (1 Kings vi. 7); but the labour
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of the work was organised in a way to be a pleasure to everyone concerned.
A levy of 30,000 men was divided into three relays of 10,000 men each, and
these were sent to Lebanon, 10,000 a month by course: "a month they
were at Lebanon, and two months at home " (chap. v. 14). The same beau-
tiful division of labour was observed in the furnishing of the royal provision.
Twelve purveyors " provided victuals for the king and his household : each
man his'month in a year made provision" (iv. 7). By a wise direction of
commerce, Solomon diverted the treasures of the east into the land of his
dominion, so that " silver came to be as plenteous as stones, and cedars as
sycamores of the vale." " All King Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold,
and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold ;
none were of silver; it was nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon."
Peace, plenty, and wisdom were on every side, " And Judah and Israel
dwelt safely every man under his vine and under his figtree."

In all this, we have the manifest effects of the visible hand of God in the
inspired direction of two most illustrious heads and leaders of Israel, It is
a historical sketch that presents these brilliant features to us. It is no
picture of the imagination. The reigns of David and Solomon are as un-
doubted episodes of history as those of Henry VIII. or Queen Elizabeth;
and these are authenticated particulars of the two reigns—authenticated,
we need not say in how many ways that have in past times been passed
before the reader. And they are particulars not to be explained except on
the principle of their truth. And their truth is beautiful truth, and having this
beauty that there is about no other historical truth, viz., that they illustrate for
us beforehand the glories of another age of promise—an age in which both the
temple and the architect and builder will have their converging significance
focalised in the person of their " wonderful" descendant, Jesus, the Son of
David and the Son of God. He is now absent, but the word that has at-
tested to us his birth, his crucifixion, and his resurrection, has also at-
tested his destined return to the earth, to re-establish the fallen Kingdom of
David in power and great glory. The Spirit that photographed the temple
plans on David's brain, and guided the hand of Solomon in all the wise
and wonderful arrangements of his building kingdom of peace and glory,
will in the coming age be manifest again, but in an abounding plentitude
that will fill and ennoble a multitude—(the reigning friends and body of
Christ with Christ at their head). The glory of architecture that will again
exemplify the visible hand of God has been shadowed in Ezekiel's specifi-
cations : while the wisdom of government springing from the same source
working peace and plenty to all the families of the earth, shines on every
prophetic page that tells us of the earth filled with Yahweh's glory, war
banished from the usages of mankind, and death itself abolished from the
ruling classes of the nations.

The dedication of the temple was signalised by the exhibition of the visi-
ble hand of God, as was suitable to the divine origin and superintendence of
the building. The work having been finished (in seven busy years), Solomon
assembled the heads and representative men of the tribes of Israel to in-
augurate the use of the temple by the ceremonial transfer of the ark from
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the tabernacle that David had pitched for it in Zion, and where it had been
stationed for the closing years of David's reign. The ceremony was very
imposing. The whole population appears to have turned out and taken
joyful part. The priests in their official robes, with Solomon at their
head, took a prominent part. With feasting and every demonstration of
joy, the ark was conveyed from the south-western quarter of Jersalem
(known as Zion, or the city of David) to the south-eastern plateau or eleva-
tion, known as Moriah, on which the newly-finished temple reared its
glorious form in the splendour of Eastern sunlight. Beaching the holy edi-
fice, the procession entered the open-air courts of the building, which were
soon filled by a densely-packed assembly of the thousands of Israel. The
priests then conveyed " the ark of the covenant of Yahweh " into the oracle
or most holy place in the heart of the inner building, which had been pre-
pared as its final resting place.

They were not long before they hurried back again into the open air.
Why ? "A cloud (of glory) filled the house of Yahweh, so that the priests
could not stand to minister because of the cloud."

Thus was intimated the divine adoption of the house erected by a divinely-
inspired building king to plans divinely communicated to his divinely-
chosen predecessor. God had taken possession of the building by the angel
of his presence. The fact having been thus publicly manifested in the pre-
sence of all Israel, Solomon humbled himself before the oracle of the house
and responded thus : "I have surely built Thee an house to dwell in, a settled
place for Thee to abide in for ever." Then turning himself to the assembly,
who stood en masse, he blessed Yahweh, and rehearsed the circumstances
that had led to the building of the temple, concluding with the words—
" Yahweh hath performed His word that He spake ; and I am risen up in the
room of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel as Yahweh pro-
mised, and have built an house for the name of the Lord God of Israel.
And I have set a place there for the ark, wherein is the covenant of Yahweh,
which He made with our fathers when He brought them out of the land of
Egypt," the " covenant " of this statement being the tables of stone divinely
engraved at Sinai, as stated at verse 9 : " There was nothing in the ark save
the two tables of stone which Moses put there atHoreb, when Yahweh made
a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of
Egypt." He then took up a position before the great altar, " in the pre-
sence of all the congregation of Israel," and lifting his arms towards heaven,
addressed God in a lengthy petition perfectly suited, both as U its length
and substance, to the great occasion.

The most notable feature of this prayer is perhaps the recognition of
the illimitable immensity of Yahweh, in juxta-position with the idea of
localising His presence in a temple. "But will God indeed dwell on the
earth 1 Behold the heaven, and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee :
how much less this house which I have builded." This is a complete
confutation of the modern suggestion that would degrade the Jewish
system of worship to a level with the heathen mythologies in neighbouring
lands. In Solomon's eyes, the God of Israel was no local God such as



the deities of the surrounding nations were to these nations, and such as
the surrounding nations imagined the God of Israel to be. The great
difference between the God· of Israel and the gods of the nations is con-
stantly recognised. As David says, "All the gods of the heathen are
vanity (that is, nothing), but Yahweh made the heavens.17 Could there be
a greater contrast ? Hezekiah, Solomon's successor, gave very pointed ex-
pression to this discrimination in very trying circumstances when standing
probably on the very spot where Solomon now spoke. The King of Assyria
in an insulting summons to surrender, had drawn a parallel, in his heathen
blindness, between the God of Israel and the gods of the surrounding
nations. He had said, 4i Behold thou has heard what the kings of As-
syria have done to all lands by destroying them utterly; and shalt thou
be delivered 1 Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my
fathers have destroyed, as Gozan and Haran and Eezeph and the children of
Eden, which were in Telassar? . . . Where are the gods of Hamath
and Arphad 1 Where are the gods of Sepharvaim Ί Have they delivered
Samaria out of mine hand ? Who are they among all the gods of these
lands that have delivered their land out of mine hand', that Yahweh should
deliver Jerusalem out of mine hand ?" Hezekiah having received a letter
in such blasphemous words of blindness, he went up into the house of
Yahweh, and spread it before Yahweh, and in tearful words he spoke
in his great strait, and said, " Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have
laid waste all the nations and their countries, and have cast their gods into
the fire; for they ivere no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and
stone; therefore they have destroyed them. Now, therefore, Ο Lord our
God, save us from his hand that all the kings of the earth may know that
THOU ONLY ART THE LORD, even thou only."

The Being thus addressed by Hezekiah, and by Solomon in the case be-
fore us, was not the ark nor the cherubic figures wrought in gold, that
covered the ark with their wings, nor anything in the temple nor limited to
the temple at all, but a Being whose illimitable vastneis could not be more
forcibly expressed than in Solomon's own words, "The heaven, even the
heaven of heavens, cannot contain Thee, how much less this house that 1
built." Consequently, while dealing in this narrative with the spectacle
of a house dedicated to God, we are dealing with a matter as far separated
as possible from heathen ideas and practices in such a case. We are deal-
ing with a case in which the enlightened idea is proclaimed in the foreground
that God would only inhabit the house in a representative way ; and that
his inhabiting it in any other way was an impossibility, because he was the
Maker of all things in heaven and earth, and could not, in the mechanical
sense, be located at all, though having local manifestation at the focal centre
of his universe-filling existence. The heathen idea confined their gods to
their temples, and allowed the existence of other gods. The heathen idea
is, in fact, the corruption and degradation of an originally divine idea—the
idea of the divine Being, and the divine worship, as existing in Noah's
family, belittled and distorted with the progress of human ignorance—(for
men left to themselves rapidly sink into ignorance)—until it came to be
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crystallised in the visible mythologies that have prevailed wherever there has
been an absence of direct divine illumination. Away from Jewish revela-
tion, all is darkness and hideousness. We are ashamed to have to defend
the temple of the God of Israel from all derivative community with such
systems of unmixed barbarism. But the tactics of " learning " so-called, im-
pose the attitude of continual defence until the day come which David prayed
for, when he said, "Arise, Ο God, plead thine own cause : for the foolish
man reproacheth thee daily."

At the close of Solomon's prayer, the visible hand of God was again ex-
hibited in unmistakeable manner. Sacrifices had been prepared and laid
upon the altar before the house ; and " When Solomon had made an end of
praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering
and the sacrifices ; and the glory of the Lord filled the house. And when
all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of
the Lord upon the house, they bowed themselves with their faces to
the ground upon the pavement, and worshipped and praised the
Lord, saying, For He is good; for His mercy endureth. for
ever." All which, it will be admitted on the commonest reasonable re-
flection, was very appropriate and natural to the occasion. The question
was, Did God accept this building as the dwelling place of His Name ?
How was this to be answered in a way striking home to the convictions of
Israel, except by some such miraculous demonstration'? Many edifices have
been reared in the earth for religious uses, and we hear, of u pious
founders" of the endowments associated with them ; but where has there
been any divine endorsement ? How do we know that they please God ?
They are nothing but the embodiment of private sentiments. But let God
manifest His glory in connection with them as He did on the occasion of the
dedication of Solomon's temple ; and all men would then know that the
monument of private munificence was also in harmony with the divine will
and the object of the divine approbation. Another thought will also
occur to reflection. If God did not always accept the public sacrifices of
the nation in the visible consumption by fire, there was a reason why He
should do it on a great epochal occasion like the opening of the newly-
built temple, when it was needful there should be explicit token of His
adoption of the edifice. Afterwards, in the daily routine of worship, there
was need for the absence of such ; for it is God's pleasure, when once He
has given grounds of reasonable confidence, to be approached in an obedient
faith which habitually conforms to His revealed will without the excite
meiits of miracle, which would degenerate with repetition into childish
sensationalism. There is a time for everything. There is a time to estab-
lish, and a time to let remain established. On this principle, having given
men abundant evidence of the divinity of Christ in the miracles of his life,
death and resurrection, and having published these to the four winds in the
miraculously-attested labours of the apostles, God expects men to exercise a
reasonable and unfaltering faith in His Son until the due time arrive for
the next display of the visible hand of His glory and power, in the resur-
rection of the dead at His second appearing.
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The only other thing in the reign of Solomon that strikingly illustrates
the visible hand of God is the reception of a direct message from God in
answer to his dedicatory prayer. The message was as direct as any return
telegram, or any royal message in reply to an address of Parliament to the
throne. The message was this : " I have heard thy prayer and thy suppli-
cation that thou hast made before me. I have hallowed this house which
thou hast built, to put my name there for ever ; and mine eyes and mine heart
shall be there perpetually. And if thou wilt walk before me as David thy
father walked, in integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to
all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and my judg-
ments, then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for
ever. . . But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or your children,
and will not keep my commandments and my statutes which I have set before
you, but go and serve other gods, and worship them, then will I cut off
Israel out of the land which I have given them, and this House which I
have hallowed for my name will I cast out of my sight, and Israel shall be
a proverb and a byword among all people." It was a great honor for a man
to receive such a response as this, direct from the Deity ! but it was also
the ground of a special responsibility. This is recognised in the melancholy
record of Solomon's subsequent apostacy. "It came to pass when Solomon
was old, that his wives turned his heart away after other gods . . . and
the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart; was turned from the
Lord God of Israel WHO HAD APPEARED UNTO HIM TWICE" (1 Kings xi. 9).
Men pray now, and have no return message as Solomon had. Prayer is
now a "prayer of faith"—prayer spoken into the ear of the Eternal in the
confidence inspired by past events, that though no token of hearing
is vouchsafed, the prayer is heard,and noted, and answered in the granting of
our desires (though not necessarily in the form in which perhaps we ignorantly
desire an answer). But prayer, in its normal relation, is prayer responded to
as friend responds to friend, as it was in Eden, when in his angelic repre-
sentatives, " The Lord God walked in the garden in the cool of the day,"
and held open intercourse with Adam and Eve. This is prayer as it will
be in the day of restoration, when " the tabernacle of God shall be with
men," and " his servants shall serve him, and they shall see his faGe, and
his name shall be in their foreheads." Then, in a special sense, will the
promise be fulfilled, " Before they call I will answer, and while they are
yet speaking, I will hear." This is the day spoken of by Christ, when " Ye
shall see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man." God hides his face now, because of the state of
alienation from Him that prevails; and we pray in the dark, and seem to
speak into soulless immensity. But the work of Christ will be done. He is
the Lamb of God that takes away the bin of the world, and when God in
him shall have fully accomplished that reconciliation of the world unto him-
self, which he proposed in the sending of his son (2 Cor. v. 19), there will
be an end to the hiding of His countenance, and the glorified saints will ex-
perience their highest joy in those direct recognitions of their praise which
alone constitute what is truly meant by " communion with God." Solomon
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was permitted the high honour and gratification of this actual response.
Therefore his sin was great in turning aside from his fealty. We are not so
privileged; we tread the dark pathway of probation by the light of the
written word alone. Nevertheless that light is clear, and its nature self-
manifest to the attentive student. Therefore we may fear to come into great
condemnation if we suffer ourselves to be beguiled from our steadfastness.
Reason's steady voice commands a patient continuance in well-doing—an
enduring unto the end, even if faithfulness cause affliction. There is an
issue from the darkness presently, in the glorious sunlight of Yahweh's re-
turn and manifested presence and kindness in the midst of the house of
Israel. EDITOR.

"IN THE DARKNESS."

The clouds hang heavy 'round my way,
I cannot see;

But through the darkness I believe
God leadeth me.

'Tis sweet to keep my hand in his
While all is dim ;

To close my weary, aching eyes,
And follow him.

Through many a thorny path he leads
My tired feet ; ·

Through many a path of tears I go
But it is sweet.

To know that he is close to me,
My God, my guide. .

He leadeth me, and so I walk
Quite satisfied.

To my blind eyes he may reveal
No light at all ;

But while I lean on his strong arm,
I cannot fall.

—Selected.
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SEPT. 14. —While at Guelph, I took occasion
to run as far as Toronto, where a great indus-
trial " exposition " was being held. The
visit afforded the prospect of a little relief
from the pressure of platform work, as well
as the opportunity of becoming accjuainted
with the most recent developments of
mechanica science in the dominion of
Canada. These things are interesting to a
Christadelphian, not only as proofs of that
rast superiority over the lower forms of
life which results from man's likeness to
the Elohim, but also as indications that
we are verging upon the days of the king-
dom of God. The wonderful discoveries
and appliances of these times have, doubt-
less, a much deeper significance than is
commonly supposed, and they are quite
appropriate features of the era which imme-
diately precedes the inauguration of those
yet greater things which God has in store
for the world.

The Canadians are not behind their
formidable competitors of other countries
in the number and efficiency of their
devices for economising time and labour.
Here were steam engines «"in great
variety," as the tradespeople say, though
I saw none which approached in magni-
tude the one used at the Chicago water-
works, which, an attendant said, was in
the habit of pumping up seventy-six mil-
lions of gallons in 24 hours ! Then there
were " washing machines," and that of all
conceivable sorts. Organs and pianofortes
of great excellence, and beauty of design.
Rare samples of the photographic art, and
interesting specimens of Canadian textile
fabrics, besides a host of other things too
numerous for mention in a narrative like
this. A more splendid show of coffins
I never saw anywhere. The moderns have
reduced everything to a trade, and when
a man dies a dozen undertakers are ready
to put him out of sight in the most artis-
tic manner for a consideration in cash.

Thus God's sovereign law of death is made-
to wear a commercial aspect, and men get
livings and make fortunes out of an occur-
rence on whose meaning they probably
never expend a passing thought.

The day was stormy, and clouds of dust
flew in all directions, to the great discom-
fort of the crowds that filled the various,
departments of the show. There was little-
enjoyment to be derived from the surround-
ing circumstances. A throng of fashion-
able Gentiles—mere "lovers of pleasure"—
do not inspire a child of Abraham with
rapturous sensations, and having seen all
that was on view in the place, I began to»
think of my return to the society of the
" faithful in Christ Jesus" at Guelph.

The "Expositions" of the future age-
will far better repay the visitor for hia
pains. Theie won't be that all-pervading,
look of selfishness and bargain-making,,
which so disfigures every arrangement at
present by which it is sought to draw
mankind together. No doubt there will
be displays, in the kingdom of God, of the-
skill and ingenuity for which that age
will be remarkable beyond all times that
have preceded it ; but these will be accom-
panied with such intelligent recognition of
the divine greatness and goodness, and
such general desire to render Him the
homage and adoration which are His due,
that He in all things will be glorified. It
must come to that, and will as truly as
God lives. It is impossible to conceive of
any permanent state of society in which
the Creator of the universe is content to.
remain unrecognized by the intelligent
creatures of His power. At present this is
the great lack amongst mankind, and he
is no saint, however glibly he may talk,
who does not more or less feel oppressed
and saddened by the general spectacle of
moral insanity which the world at large
presents.
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The following day I proceeded to the
next lecturing appointment, which was at
'Gait, a distance of perhaps 18 miles from
Guelph. Here I was hospitably enter-
tained at the house of Sister Laird, who,
with her son, is almost alone in the
profession of her faith. The town is such
another as Guelph, pleasantly situated on
the banks of a stream, and largely in-
liabited by settlers from Scotland. Brother
Laird was somewhat doubtful as to the
prospects of the truth in that public form
which a lecture implies, but his fears
proved unfounded, so far as the size and
attention of the audience were concerned.
There would probably be 500 persons
present on the Sunday afternoon, and a
•similar number the following evening. ]STo
lecture had been given in the town on any
subject connected with the Hope of Israel
for about four years—the brethren not
•having been in a position to make the
^necessary arrangements. Brother Laird
will in all likelihood soon overcome that
lack of self-esteem which leads him to
seriously under-estimate his powers as a
public speaker, and deters him from
placing himself in circumstances of pro-
minence before his fellow-townsmen. His
•cultivated understanding,, and pleasing
method, and uncompromising fealty to the
Holy Oracles, render it desirable that he
should conquer his aversion to the plat-
form, and give others, besides those im-
mediately in contact with him, the benefit
•of his knowledge.

On the morning of the day (Sunday,
Sept. 17,) we rode to Blair, a village dis-
tant about four miles from Gait, and there
found a numerous company of brethren
;and sisters from adjacent regions assem-
bled for the breaking of bread. There
was quite a large collection of horses and
" buggies " in the plot of ground surround-
ing the place of meeting, which was a
school-house, capable of accommodating
perhaps 200 persons. Several strangers
were present as spectators of our worship ;
-and some brethren were there from remote

parts of the province of Ontario, and the
room was comfortably filled. Bro. Laird
presided, and made the occasion memorable
to the writer by the earnest and impres-
sive way in which he drew our attention to
the great facts which had called us to-
gether that day. What a power there is
in the name of One man who trod the
hills of Judea and Galilee in weariness and
sorrow 18 centuries ago ! It brings those
into glad association whose homes are hun-
dreds of leagues apart, and who but for it
would never have known of each other's
existence. That name is the synonym of
all that man can reasonably desire, and it
is " the only name given under heaven
among men whereby we must be saved."
Fellowship is sweet and profitable under
any circumstances, when Christ is the oc-
casion of it. If he be not seen, and breth-
ren allow some other cause to explain their
communion, their meetings must neces-
sarily be barren of all spiritual results.
No society upon this earth could be more
truly delightful than that of a number of men
and women in whom Christ has been truly
formed, and who come together purely
from the inspiration of his love.

At Blair I made the acquaintance of Bro.
Tilt, who has for many years striven to
adorn the gospel in this neighbourhood.
He emigrated to Canada more than forty
years ago from England, and experienced
much hardship in the task which then lay
before him, of clearing away "bush " and
preparing a place of habitation. Many a
stout heart like his must occasionally have
quailed in face of such formidable barriers
to civilization and comfort, as were then
present in almost every part of this now
flourishing province. But his indomitable
perseverance carried him through by the
will of God, and he has lived long in the
land of his adoption, and is privileged to
rejoice in hope of the glory to be revealed.
There were some "old disciples "among
the brethren who met at Blair, who re-
membered the Dr. in the earlier stages of
his marvellous work, and had the pleasure
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of his personal acquaintance at a time when
the friends of the truth were not so nu-
merous as now.

From Blair, where I lectured on the
Tuesday following, I passed on another
four miles miles or so, to Doon, a small
hamlet, where reside Brother D. Cole, and
others, whom it was a joy to know. Here
arrangements had been made for a lecture
in a somewhat rude building, used ordi-
narily for a workshop of some kind, but
which was the best that could be had in
the neighbourhood. The neighbours
fi >cked in from all round, and we had a
m )st attentive audience, which listened,
for about an hour-and-half, to an address
on " The legislation of the future, as out-
lined in the Mosaic Constitution, which was a
shadowofgood things tocome." The interest
displayed was of the sort that encourages
farther effort in the same direction, and
accordingly it was arranged that another
lecture be given the following evening—
though it had been intended to leave that
evening free. This fugitive method of pro-
claiming the gospel is of doubtful expe-
diency. It would be better to consume
more time at each place, for hardly has the
attention of the alien been arrested than
off the lecturer is called to other soil, and
thus scarcely more is done in some cases
than to produce a shock upon that part of
the nervous system which the religious
faculty calls into pla}'. But a longer
sojourn in each locality would have exten-
ded the duration of my tour, far beyond
the limits proposed, and therefore there
was nothing for it but to make the most
and the best of such opportunities as were

avi liable.
By-and-bye the saints may hope their

work will be carried on in circumstances
that will not call for anxious and careful
pre-arrangement, or haste. In the kingdom
of God there will be no need for hurry, and
the means will never be out of proportion
with the end.

The day following (Friday) it was ar-
ranged that we go to Zorra, a farming dis-

trict some 12 or 14 miles from Doon, where
brethren Smith and the Malcoms are try-
ing to work out their salvation. Bro.
Smith having invited one or two of his
neighbours to hear the word, they accord-
ingly were present, together with about 9
or 10 brethren, and a profitable afternoon
was spent, partly in rehearsing some of the
first principles for the benefit of the stran-
gers, and partly in exhortation to the
brethren and general conversation about
the truth, a conversation which the earnest-
ness of those who took part in it prevented
from running into those channels of frivol-
ity, and worldliness which are so uncongen-
ial to the new man in Christ. Bro. Smith
has paid much attention to the works of God,
both those on the earth, and those ' ' inthe
open firmament of heaven." These indeed
are great, and are sought out by all those
that have pleasure therein." It is a mark
of divine wisdom that all natural pheno-
mena should be so arranged as to invite
investigation and to require to be "sought
out." The clear Canadian atmosphere is
favourable to astronomical studies, such
as those with which Brother Smith de-
lights himself in the solitude of his coun-
try home. But it is comparatively little
that can be done in the way of exploring
natural wonders, even when all facilities
are available, and the sky is all that can be
desired. The bulk of the pleasure which
arises from such pursuits awaits the day
when the families of the earth shall be
blessed in Abraham and his seed, and God
Himself shall unlock the door of science,
and bid His saints walk in. He has con-
nected this and all really permanent de-
lights with His well-beloved Son, in whom
will be found hidden " all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge."

Zorra is not exactly a district that flows
with milk and honey, yet both are pro-
curable in the neighbourhood in great
abundance, and are of excellent quality.
The fruits of the earth are also of lux-
uriant growth in this district, and suggest
splendid prospects in connection with the
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coming age, when the blessing of God will
rest upon the agriculture of the entire
planet, and all nations shall rejoice in the
greatness of His beneficence and power.

The next scene of operations was Toronto,
whither I went again on Saturday even-
ing, so as to be in readiness for the labours
of the first day of the week. The well-
known kindness of Brother and Sister
Ross, at whose house I stayed, and the
acquaintance I had already formed with
the brethren here, rendered the prospect
of a few days' sojourn among them an ex.
ceedingly agreeable one. There was but
one meeting during the day, the brethren
finding it more convenient, in their cir-
cumstances, than the practice which is
generally prevalent. After the lecture
(which is given in the evening) there is a
pause, to allow the audience to retire, the
brethren remaining to break bread. This
arrangement necessitates a long meeting,
but on the whole it is preferred to any
other, by those accustomed to it.

The small room was in conveniently crowd-
ed andhavinga very low ceilingand windows
only on one side, the thought and speech-
sustaining properties in the atmosphere
were soon exhausted, and it became hard
work. The motion of the fans that were
so generally used is rather distracting to a
speaker who is unaccustomed to it, however
entirely he may have prepared his matter.
On the whole, it was a relief to wind up a
lecture whose effectiveness seem to the
speaker so problematical. It is depressing
to have to sit down, conscious that the
occasion might have been used by some
other brother to better advantage.

I was astonished afterwards to find that
an old Rock Ferry resident was in the
audience; and also a gentleman from
Ormskirk, the town of Brother Garside.
The latter declared himself a Roman Catho-
lic, and expressed his great gratification
with what he had heard, which convinced
me that he was either uttering one of those
empty compliments which grate so harshly
on the ears of the spiritual man, or else

had been thinking all the while about
something else. His rambling and inco-
herent allusions to religious matters in
general, made one feel how entirely hope-
less is the task of seeking to enlighten the
average run of mankind, most of whom
are the victims of ecclesiastical sorcery in
one form or another.

On the morrow, Brethren Ross, Cameron,
and Bailey, with myself, crossed Lake
Ontario for the famous Falls of Niagara.
The steamer which ply on these lakes are
not constructed in a way that guarantees
perfect immunity from sickness. A stiff
breeze was blowing, and a couple of hours
of greater wretchedness I never spent under
any circumstances. So completely used
up was I, that when the paroxysms
of nausea were over, I fell fast asleep upon
the upper deck in the open air, and woke
up to find that we were η earing our des-
tination. By this time the distressing
sensations had vanished, and I was in a
condition to enjoy the natural wonders
we had come to see. The approach to the
Falls led us along scenery that reminded!
me of the Avon in the neighbourhood of
Clifton, near Bristol, only the river was
broader and the gorge deeper and more
precipitous. We landed on the Ameri-
can side of the river and made our way
along in the direction of the Falls. They
present a truly magnificent spectacle,
though perhaps in some respects disap-
pointing to one who has read so much ex-
aggerated description of them. In the first
place the roar of these mighty cataracts is
not so absolutely deafening as I had been
led to anticipate, and it was not until we
got within a short distance from them that
the sound of their fury greeted our ears.
This however, was partly owing to the
fact that the wind was in the
same direction as that in which we were
going. Presently we stood on a wooden
platform that had been erected close by
the tumultuous waters, and we feasted our
gaze on this wonderful manifestation of
the power of God. How helpless and in-
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significant is mortal man in the presence
of the Great Being out of whom are all
things, and who can measure these tremen-
dous waters in the hollow of His hand !
Who would venture his frail bark on the
surface of these rapids, which rush onward
with a rapidity and a force irresistible to any
power save that which controls the law of
gravitation? None, save a madman, or
one ignorant ,of the mighty precipice
ahead. These waters plunge into a bed
of snow-white foam nearly 200 feet below,
whence arises an enfolding drapery of
cloud, and spray, and mist visible among
the first objects that meet the eye of the
tourist on his approach. Many a man has
run spiritual dangers and risks of wnich this
awful Niagara has furnished a forcible
though hackneyed illustration. Nothing
but a miracle could save a person in such
circumstances. And a man may toy with
spiritual dangers too long for anything
short of a miracle to meet the perils and
exigencies of liis case. If he be prepared
to trust to miracle, and meanwhile pro-
ceed with his folly, he must take the con-
sequences. The consequences to one who
is carried over these Falls is, that from the
moment of his presence at their edge, he
is seen and heard of no more !

After dining at an hotel on the American
side, we passed over the suspension bridge
which spans the river, and examined
various objects of interest from the Cana-
dian portion of the district. Hotel dinners
in America are to be avoided by all who
set any store either by their digestion or
their purse. The food is not worth more
than half its cost, and is served up ou
little dishes in very small quan-
tities, which afford it a capital
opportunity of becoming lukewarm before
it can be used. The Americans rush
matters at the table, as everywhere else,
and use such varieties of food as would
bewilder an Englishman. Dyspepsia is a
common complaint here, and men are
greatly troubled with disordered livers.
I don't wonder ! Let them eat more
slowly, and in other respects more

wisely ! These remarks do not apply to
the habits of the brethren, which afford a
gratifying contrast to the dietary ways of
their Gentile neighbours. And there is no
reason why even an American should be
offended at them, foe they cannot harm
him to anything like the same extent as
might a " bill of fare " such as was placed
before us at this Niagara Hotel.

We returned the same evening to
Toronto by rail, skirting the border of the
lake for the greater part of the distance,
and so escaping its evils while enjoying to
some extent its pleasures. The excursion
was made additionally agreeable by the
generosity of Brother Ross, and was re-
deemed from spiritual barrenness by the
edifying conversation of which it furnished
the opportunity.

Lectures were delivered on the three
succeeding nights in the Temperance Hall
—an arrangement which secured to the
truth mueh greater publicity, and to the
speaker much greater com fort and freedom
than could have been afforded by the small
room of Sunday night. In the work of ad-
vertising these lectures a number of
brethren took part on their own responsi-
bility, who are not at present meeting with
those who had arranged my visit to Toronto.
The cause of separation appears to be want
of agreement on certain details connected
with resurrection and judgment. It is
earnestly to be hoped that such apparent
divergence will cease, and early re-union
ensue, on a basis that will admit of unre-
stricted co-operation and perfect harmony
on all points. Some of the brethren seemed
to consider the ground of separation in-
sufficient, and others felt that no other
course was open. It is painful to observe
these divisions, but who shall apply the
remedy ? May they not be a necessary
part of the discipline to which we are now
subjected in hope—intended to operate in
a variety of ways, and to prepare an ap-
preciative state of mind for that perfect
one-ness which will characterise the com-
pleted body of Christ ?
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The audiences were fairly numerous, and
to a large extent composed of the better
sort of heads, many of which had been
favorably· exercised by the truth during
the visits of Dr. Thomas and other breth-
ren to Toronto. But it is hard work to
induce men and women to look steadily
day after day, in both cloud and sunshine,
on the things that are invisible.

I took leave of the Toronto brethren on
Friday (Sept. 29), and proceeded thence to
Hamilton, a good sized city, situate at the

foot of a range of hills on the western end of
Lake Ontario. It is not solacing to part
company with such brethren as are to be
found in Toronto, who, by their warmth
of heart, and openness of hand show that
they have not under-estimated the great*
ness of their privileges, as those that have
been called to God's kingdom and glory.
' 'The -Lord grant that they each may ob-
tain mercy of the Lord in that day."

(To be Continued.)

THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE TREASURES OF THE SPIRIT.

Βr F. R. SHUTTLEWORTH.

REFERENCE TABLET NO. 240.

PROSPECT AND RETROSPECT.

The Great First Cause.—"He causeth
the grass to grow for cattle." " He causeth
His wind to blow and the waters to flow."
" He causeth the vapours to ascend."

Self-existence.—1. The Father.—" The
Father hath life in himself." 2. — The
Son—"He hath given to the Son to have
life in himself. " 3. The Glorified Saints.
— " The water that I shall give him, shall
be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life."

The Human Face Divine.—"And God
said let us make man in our image."
" We are also his offspring." " Have we
not all one Father ? "

Divine Specialities.—"The Lord hath
chosen thee (Israel) to be a special people
above all people, that are on the face of the
earth." "We trust in the living God who is
the Saviour of all men (but) specially those
that believe."

Plain English.—" He who believeththe
gospel and is baptized shall be saved ; but
he that believeth not shall be damned,"
"Whatsoever a man sowcth, that shall he
also reap."

Stars and Stripes.—"They who turn
many to righteousness shall shine as the
stars for ever and ever," " and the servant
which knew his Lord's will and pre-
pared not himself shall be beaten with
many stripes ; but he that knew not, and
did commit things worthy of stripes, shall
be beaten with few stripes."

Paradise Lost.—" And the Lord God
said, Behold, the man is become as one of
us, to know good and evil; and now, lest
he put forth his hand and take also of the
tree of life, and eat and live for ever ;
therefore the Lord God sent him forth
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground
from whence he was taken ; so he drove
out the man."

Paradise Regained. — *' The Lord shall
comfort Zion, he shall comfort all her
waste places, and he will make her wilder-
ness like Eden, and her desert like the
garden of the Lord." " T o him who
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree
of life, which is in the Paradise of God."

Liberty, Fraternity, and Equality. —
"Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is
liberty." " O n e is your master, even
Christ, and all ye are brethren." " The
truth shall make you free."

Christ for Ever—"Thy throne, Ο God,
is for ever and ever." " I will make thy
name to be remembered in all generations ;
therefore shall the people praise thee for
ever and ever." (Psalms xlv., Heb 1.)
" H e shall reign over the house of Jaoob
for ever, and of his kingdom there shall
be no end." " Thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Melchizedeck."

Beautiful for Ever.—t( He will beautify
the meek with salvation," and "appoint
unto them beauty for ashes." *' Thy people
shall be willing in the day of thy power,
in the beauties of holiness from the womb
of the morning." ' ' T h e beauty of the
Lord our God be upon us." " Thine eyes
bhall see the King in his beauty."



The Christadelphian,"!
Feb. 1,1883. J THINGS NEW AND OLD. 67

The Golden Age.—"¥ov brass I will
bring gold." " When he hath tried me I
shall come forth like gold." u The city
was pure gold." "Thou settest a crown
of pure gold on his head." " Though ye
have been among the pots, yet shall ye
be as the wings of a dove covered with
silver, and her feathers with yellow gold."
"The righteous shall shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their father."

Peace and Plenty. —"I will extend peace
to her like a river." "He shall speak
peace to the heathen." "They shall sit
every man under his own vine, and none shall
make them afraid." " I will abundantly
bless her provision, and satisfy her poor
with bread." There shall be " abundance
of peace so long as the moon endureth."
" Ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied."

Cause and Effect. —"He spake and it was
done, he commanded and it stood fast."
"And God said let there be light, and
'there was light." " Your iniquities have
separated between you and your God."
" He shall reward every man according to
his works." " If ye walk contrary to me,
then I will walk contrary to you."

The eternal fitness of things.—" As truly
as I live, all the earth shall be filled with
the glory of the Lord." "The kingdoms
of this world shall become the kingdoms of
Jehovah and his Christ; and he shall
reign for ever and ever." "There shall
be nor more death, neither sorrow nor cry-
ing, nor any more pain."

A thing of beauty.—"Beautiful for
situation, the joy of the whole earth is
Mount Zion." "In that day shall the
branch of the Lord be beautiful and glori-
ous." " In that day shall the Lord of
hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a dia-
dem of beauty unto the residue of his
people."

The Eternal City.—" I will make thee
(Jerusalem) an eternal excellency, a joy of
many generations " (Isaiah lx. 15.) "Thy
sun shall no more go down " (20.) "Thine
eyes shall see Jerusalem, a quiet habita-
tion, a tabernacle that shall not be taken
down ; not one of the stakes thereof shall
ever be removed " (Isaiah xxxiii 20.)

The Everlasting Nation.—" I will make
a full end of all the nations whither I have
driven thee : but I will not make full end
of thee " (Jer. xlvi. 28.)

Heaven's First Law.—"Let all things
be done decently and in order." " God is
not the author of confusion, but of peace "
(or order.)

Live and let Live.—"Whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them." " Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself."

The Reverend Lord God.—"He sent re-
demption unto his people ; he that com-
manded his covenant for ever: holy and
reverend is his name" (Ps. cxi. 9).

Peace with Honour.—"He shall speak
peace to the heathen." " His horn shall
be exalted with honour, the wicked shall
see it and be grieved."

War to the Knife.—" By fire and by
sword shall the Lord plead with all flesh ;
and the slain of the Lord shall be many."

REFERENCE TABLET NO. 241.

CHRONOLOGY OF BIBLE BOOKS.
DATES IN HOSEA.

Years. Ending.
B.C.

41...Days of Jeroboam ii. ... 831 to 790
l U i h ' i f \ m m

764 to 748
748 to 732
732 to 703

y
lUzziah's reign from \
f last of Jeroboam J

16...Reign of Jotham ...
16...Reign of Ahaz ...
29...ReignofHezekiah ...

128—Longest number of years possible.
68—Less years of Jer. & Hez. save one each

60—Least number of years possible.
10—Add 10 years to Hez. and Jer.

70—The more likely number of years.
NOTES.—This addition of ten years

allows of Hosea's prophecy extending a
few years beyond the first year into both
the reigns of Jeroboam and Hezekiah,
which seems not unlikely to have been
the case, in view of the plurality of years
expressed by the phrase, "the days of
Jeroboam," and also for the reason that
the prophecy itself seems to conduct us
close up to the captivity of Samaria by
Shalmanezer, which occurred in the 6th
of Hezekiah (and 9th of Hosea). The
common computation is from sixty to
eighty years, which likely covers the
whole ground.

DATES IN MICAH.
Years. Ending

A.M. B.C.
16...Reign of Jotham... 3341 ... 748
16...Reign of Ahaz ... 3357 ... 732
29...Reign of Hezekiah 3386 ... 703
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61 Maximum limit.
43 Ded. 15 from Joth. and 28 from Hez.

18 Minimum limit.
NOTES.—As bearing on the more exact

period occupied by this prophecy, Dr.
Brewer has the following remark : " He
(Micah) continued to prophecy for 55
years ; from the accession of Jotham al-
most to the death of Hezekiah." Accord-
ing to Jeremiah (xxvi. 18, with Mic. iii.
12), what was delivered in Hezekiah's
reign begins with the third chapter.

DATES Τ Ν AMOS.

Γ Reigns of Jeroboam^ Between
1~! and Uzziah, 2 years J- B.C.

[ before the earthquake J 815 ... 802

NOTES.—According to the place and
length of reign assigned to Jeroboam in
Bible history, he was only contemporary
with- Uzziah for the first 15 years of the
latter King's reign ; that being the case,
the earthquake must have occurred within
the limits of this period, and Amos's
prophecy within the smaller limits of
13 years, as in the above table.
Josephus says that this earthquake occurred
at the same time that Uzziah was smitten
with leprosy ; but this would take it away
from the " days of Jeroboam," for Jotham,
who was old enough totakehis father's place
for the term of his leprosy (which lasted till
his death), was not born till some 12 years
after Jeroboam's death. The phrase,
"twentieth year of Jotham" (2 Kings xv.
30), suggests that the extra four years here
attributed to Jotham over, and above the
years of his sole reign, define the term of
his father's leprosy, and which, therefore,
was coincident with Uzziah's 48th year,
Jotham's 21st, and the 33rd of Jeroboam's
death.

DATES IN ZEPHANIAH.

Between
B.C.

1...Reign of Josiah...646 615
NOTES.—The prophecies of Zephaniah

belong to the early or middle part of
Josiah's reign, because the prediction of
Nineveh's destruction,contained in chapter
iii., had already been fulfilled when Josiah,
in his 31st year, joined battle with the
Babylonians against Pharaoh Necho (2
Kings xxiii. 29) ; for Josephus says
that this expedition of Necho " was to
make war upon the Medes and Babylonians
who had dissolved the Assyrian empire;"

which event Prideaux places in the 29th
of Josiah, and others in the 17th ; this
latter date agrees with Josephus who says
that Nineveh was destroyed about 115
years from Jotham.

DATES IN HAGGAI.
Years. A. M. B. o.

1...2nd year of Darius ...3567 ... 522

DATES IN ZECHARIAH.
2nd year of Darius ...3567 ... 522

2...4th ditto ...3569 ... 520

BOOKS WITHOUT DATE.
Nahnm.—On the authority, of Josephus,

Nahum prophesied in the reign of Jotham
(apparently the closing years), and his
predictions respecting the destruction of
Nineveh were fulfilled (says Josephus)
about 115 years after, which lands us iu
the reign of Josiah as the time of its ac-
complishment ; for there are just 97 years
between Jotham and Josiah, leaving 18
years between the kings at each end
of the interval. (See notes on Zeph-
aniah. )

Jonah.—Although no date is mentioned
in this book, yet we are elsewhere supplied
with the general period in which he lived
and prophesied : for in the second book
of Kings (xiv. 25) he is recorded to have
foretold the restoration of coast country to»
Israel, which was accomplished by the-
successful wars of Jeroboam—second with
the Syrians, and others, who had taken
possession of Israelitish territory in the·
reign of Jehoahaz (2 Kings xiii. 1-3).
The first instalment of this deliverance
was effected by Joash in fulfilment of the
prediction of Elisha (2 Kings xii. 14-25),
but the completion of it was reserved to»
his successor (Jeroboam), who thus ful-
filled the later prophecy of Jonah (2
Kings xiv. 25). We conclude, therefore,,
that this prophet was contemporary with
the earliest years of Jeroboam's reign. As.
to how long Jonah prophesied, or in which
particular year of Jeroboam's reign he was.
sent to Nineveh we have no accessible-
information.

REFERENCE TABLET NO. 242.

CHRONOLOGICAL NOTES.
CHRONOLOGY OF THE SOJOURN IN EGYPT..

The following dates are extracted from
the Talmud. They are for the most part
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in harmony (or as near as matters any-
thing) with Bible dates, and they ftirnish
many dates, deaths, and ages not named
in Genesis, and indeed pretty nearly till up
the Egypt interval. They are as follows:—

B.C. 1871.—Joseph arrived in Egypt at
the age of 18.

B.C. 1834.—Jacob lived 17 years in
Egypt. Joseph lived 93 years in Egypt,
Pharaoh (Joseph's friend), died when Joseph
was 70 years of age or32 yearsafterthe ad-
vent of the children of Israel in Egypt.

B.C. 1780.—Joseph died at the age of
110, in the 71st year after the children of
Israel had entered Egypt.

B.c. 1780.—Zebulun died the same year
as Joseph, aged 114 years.

B.C. 1775.—Simeon died five years after
Zebulun, aged 120 years.

B.C. 1771.—Reuben died four years after
Simeon, aged 125 years.

B.C. 1770.— Dan died the year after
Reuben, aged 124 years.

B.C. 1769.—Issachar died the year after
Dan, aged 122 years.

B.C. 1768.—Gad died the following year
to Issachar, aged 125 years.

B.c. 1767.—Judah died the year succeed-
ing Gad, aged 129 years.

B.C. 1766.—Napthali died a year later
than Judah, at the age of 132 years.

B.C. 1765.—Levi died the next year to
Itiapthali, at the age of 137 years.

B.c. 1749.—In the 102ud year after
Israel went down to Egypt, Pharaoh and
that whole generation of Israelites had
died out, and a new King, who knew not
Joseph, occupied the throne.

B.C. 1726.—In the 125th year of their
occupation of Egypt, it was seen that the
object of the oppression was a failure, for
the Israelites still increased.

About this time lived Job, of the land of
Uz, and Amram, the father of Aaron, and
Miriam, and Moses.

B.c. 1721.—In the 130th year after the
advent in Egypt, Pharaoh had a dream
forecasting evil to Egypt, in connection
with the birth of an Israelitish deliverer
(Moses). Ruel and Job contemporaries
at this period.

Moses three years old, and the Israelites
«till baffling all attempts of Pharaoh to
.stop their increase, which went on more
rapidly than before.

B.c. 1694.—In the 157th year of Israel
in Egypt, Moses appointed leader of the
Ethiopian army. (During his sojourn in
Midian.)

B.C. 1671.— In the 180 year of Israel
in Egypt, 30,000 men of the tribe of
Ephraim formed themselves into com-
panies ; saying, the time mentioned to
Abraham has arrived, let us go up out of
Egypt.

B.C. 1641.-—In 210 years after their
entrance into Egypt the children of Israel
took their departure from the land of
bondage. [This is 15 years too few,
the correct date of the Exodus being
B.C. 1626, after a 225 years' sojourn in
Egypt.]

THE FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHTY
YEARS.

The following remarks (with the ex-
ception of comment following) are ex-
tracted from the writings of Dr. Jahn, as
bearing on the elucidation of the 480 years
of 1 Kings vii. 1. Dr. Jahn in his " His-
tory of the Hebrew Commonwealth " (page
45) makes the following remarks : " That
some error must, in very' ancient times,
have crept into the copy here appears
evident from the following considerations.
(1) Josephus (antiq. viii, 3, 1) reads in
this place 592. (2) Paul reckons the
Judges at 450 years; but so many years
could not have been allowed if at
the time the Palestine manuscripts
had read in 1 Kings vi. 1, 480
and not 592. (3) The reading 592
in 1 Kings vi. 1, is further confirmed by
the circumstance that it is so reckoned by
the Jews of China, who wandered there
through Chorasan and Samarcend, A.D.
73. Consequently at the time of their
emigration the passage must have read 592,
and not 480." These are the same Jews
whose age of the world Dr. Thomas found
to be within 10 years of the truth, as we
now find their figures for 1 Kings vi. 1, to
be within 12 years of the required number
(604). This may be a similar case to the
2,300 evening mornings of Daniel which
number in our version has had to be cor-
rected by the 2,400 years of the Ispahan
and Bokhara Hebrew manuscripts. The
604 are arrived at in the following simple
way :—

Times of Moses 40
Times of Joshua ... ... 30
Times of Judges 450
Times of Samuel and Saul 40
Times of David 40
Times oi'Solomon to 4th year 4

Total 604
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Adding the times of Joshua and Judges
together, it will be perceived that 480
years are an element in the whole. This
puts back the Exodus from the 15th

century B.C. (based on a wrong total of 480
years), to its right place, the 17th century

BROTHER ASHCROFT AND THE " CHRIST ADELPHIAN'

A FEW WORDS FROM BRO. ASHCROFT, WITH A P.S. BY THE EDITOR.

Brother Ashcroft, from the Assistant-
Editor's chair, sends fraternal greeting to
all the brethren, and wishes to convey his
salutations of respect and good-will to all
other readers of the Christadelphian on
the occasion of his having accepted a
place of fellow-service at the Editor's
side.

The proposal which has brought him to
Birmingham originated (as readers are
aware) with the Editor, by whom it \vas
regarded with desire and hope long before
it assumed/ an entertainable form. We
must leave readers to judge of the instinct
which prompted such a proposal. I must
be pardoned if I think it was clearly of
that disinterested and unselfish character,
which can only be looked for in men who
are accustomed to set Christ before them
and to act in all things from the inspira-
tion of his name. A man with personal
ends to serve would never have cared to
admit a second party to that close intimacy
which an assistant-editorship necessarily
involves, and would not have exposed
himself to the possible anxiety connected
with the additional burden of providing
for his companion in labour. By an act
of rare magnanimity, therefore, the writer
has been fairly installed in a position for
which he may hope he is not entirely un-
qualified by the training and experience
he has had in a variety of other directions.
He hereby thanks the Editor, and all who
have strengthened his hands for this work;
and, above all, he thanks God who has
put it into the Editor's heart to do this
generous deed on behalf of His name, and
who has placed before His servants in

these days an open door which no man
can shut.

The acceptance of a position like this
presupposes entire sympathy with the
objects aimed at in the monthly publi-
cation of this Magazine. No lot could be
much more unenviable than that of one
who was yoked in an enterprise he was com-
pelled to regard with a qualified approval and
concurrence. If Bro. Ashcroft thought
the Christadelphian was but ineffectively
serving the aims which have kept it in exist-
ence for so many years, or that, for any
other reason, the time had come for it to·
be superseded by some other type of agency,
he would say so, and keep his hand away
from the work. But a wide acquaintance
with brethren and other subscribers has
shewn him that a very good work is being
done in the earth by this means, a work
whose extent and value the " day will de-
clare. " He has travelled about a good deal
among those to whom this periodical finds
its way month by month, and has been an
eye-witness of the results produced, and
can testify to the excellence and apostolie-
ity of their character.

The policy to be pursued in the future
finds its definition in that which has dis-
tinguished the Christaddphian from the
beginning. That has never been a time-
serving or man-pleasing policy. In the
teeth of all sorts of pronounced opposition,
and often in spito of sometimes (no doubt)
well intended expostulations, one course
has been steadily followed, and the objects-
stated in the cover have always been kept
in view. This has unfortunately brought
the Editor an amount of censure of whic h


