
THE CHRISTADELPHIAN:

A MONTHLY PEEIODICAL

DEVOTED TO THE EXPOSITION AND DEFENCE OF THE FAITH PREACHED BY THE

APOSTLES

E I G H T E E N H U N D R E D Y E A R S A G O ,

IN OPPOSITION TO THE DOGMAS OF PAPAL AND PROTESTANT CHRISTENDOM, WITH

A VIEW TO MAKING READY

A PEOPLE PREPARED FOR THE LORD.

(Unto you that fear my Name will the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in his

beams."—(MALA cm).

V O L U M E X V I I I .

BIRMINGHAM : PUBLISHED BY THE EDITOR,

KOBERT ROBERTS, ATHEN^IUM ROOMS, TEMPLE ROW.

MDCCCLXXXI.



CONTENTS OF VOLUME XVIII.

ARTICLES BY DR. THOMAS :
Why call us Cambellites ?
Mission of the Truth
Ignorance and Knowledge
The Truth Thirty Years Ago
Rejection of Error
Dr. Thomas's Career
The Greek Philosophers ..
TwTenty Years Ago

Page

1
5
6

50
97
98

146
193y g

The Wicked in the Resurrection... 196
The Wisdom of the World ... 242
Unleavened Bread ... ... 245
Shall He find Faith on the Earth ? 520
" Beware of Whited Sepulchres" 531
A Wild and Frantic Speculation... 533
Speech ... ... ... ... 542

ARTICLES BY BROTHER ASHCROFT :
Diary of a Christadelphian 9,~ ~~ -54
Impending Changes ... 100, 246
Evening with Nehemiah ... ... 197

Sunday Morning at the Christa-
delphian Ecclesia, Birmingham
21, 70, 112, 260, 311, 354, 405,

456, 497, 546
The Visible Hand of God 15, 57,

104, 250, 303, 341, 396, 449,
491, 535

MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES :
The Number of the Beast 7
The Temple of Ezekiel ... 28, 118
Destruction of Jerusalem ... ... 122
The Return of Christ ... 148, 157
Inspiration ... ... ... ... 177
The Name of the Uncreated ... 204
The Memorial Name ... 206, 257
The Bible True 229
First Yerse of the Ν. Τ 232
The Revised Version 289, 337, 358

385, 390, 481
Companion to Revised Version ... 323
Ecclesial Organization 218, 368, 421
War of Armageddon ... ... 402
The Name " Christadelphian " ... 544
Prayer ... ... ... ... 551
Despair ... ... ... ... 553
A Brother's Trip to Canada ... 554
A Visit to Scotland 559

EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENTS :
The Finger Posts 31, 76
The Psalms ... 32
" Seasons of Comfort" 32
Anglo- Israelism ... ... ... 33
Dangers of Speculation 33
Science and Soul 33
Jewish Persecution... ... 34, 76
Condition of Asia Minor 76
English Troubles 125
The Apocalyptic Lectures... 125, 127

170, 171, 419, 459
Steadfastness 125

Page
Sobering Considerations ... ... 126
Restraint of Children 128
The Ezekiel Cubit 170, 465
Systematic Book-lending 170
Favoured Mortals 171
The Political Clouds 171
Scattering of the Brethren ... 173
Daniel's Image ... ... ... 173
The Election of Grace ... ... 165
The New Czar ... 216
An African Message ... ... 217
Ecclesial Organization ... 218, 269
The Memorial Name 266
The Tarrying Time ... ... 266
The Evening-Morning Period ... 266
Where is the Devil ? 266
Attending Funerals 267
The Town-hall Lectures 267
Waiting and Watching 268
Spiritual Imposture 316
Carlyle and No-willism ... ... 316
Triumphant Deaths 316
Dust 317
The Truth in the States 317
A Clergyman Spoiled ... ... 318
Finding the Truth 320
Campbellism Dissolves ... ... 321
Ecclesial Prayer ... 416,460, 557
Tobacco Burning ... 417, 462, 506

~ Signs of the Times 418
Jots from Toronto ... 418
Healthy Feelings 420
Surprised 420
The Ways of Providence 410, 460, 511
Conjunction of the Planets ... 460
Noahic Experiences ... ... 463
Affairs in the United States 464, 512
African Unsettlements ... ... 464
The Frogs 464
Sighing and Praying ... ... 465
Wayside Work 465
The £' Problem of Human Life' ... 465
Reasons Why I Believe ... ... 502
Neither indeed can be ... ... 502
Not likely 503
We shall See Him 503
The Ten Toes 504
A Clergyman and the Evil One ... 505
The Christadelphian Contention... 506
Origin of a Nursery Jingle ... 508
Damage 509
The Eastern Question 509
Pseudo-Christadelphianism 513, 551
A Great Help 556
A Substitute for Argument ... 556

SIGNS OF THE TIMES :
Turkey and Greece 36, 79, 129,

180, 183, 226, 300
Changes in Palestine 63
Palestine and the Jews 37, 134,

279, 474, 520



Regeneration of the Land
•Cyprus
Laurence Oliphant's Scheme
Strategic importance of Palestine
Anti-Jewish Agitation 78, 82,

Russian Advances
The Jewish Crisis
Revolutionary Epoch
England and Russia 133,
Jews in Continental Politics
Better Days for Palestine
Many People Interested
A Jew on the Prospect
The Promised Land
A Tribe of Jews in Russia
The Czar's Removal
Kings and Palestine
Survey of Palestine

274,
280

327J

Beaconsfield's Life and Death 221,
Crisis in the East
The Political Future
The New Czar
Russian Ambiguities
Russia's Foreign Policy ...
The Greek Question
Turkish Disintegration 277,
French Invasion of Tunis
Afghanistan . <,
Turkey's Foreign Relations
Anglo-Turkish Convention
False Prophets
Jewish Projects
European Aspect ....
Restoration of Jews
Affairs in Jerusalem
Fall of Ottoman Rule
Revolution in Egypt
Jewish Emigration
Egyptian Crisis ...
Gladstone's Government
England versus France
The Sultan's Successors ...
The Eastern Question
Jacob's Lamentation
Colonization Schemes
The Persecution of the Jews
The New Scheme of Holy '.

Colonization
Other Straws

POETRY :
Altogether Vanity
MiceUaneous
A Little While
The Land of Forgetfulness
What of That
Jottings
Passage of the Jordan
A Kid, A Kid
Nettings
In Affliction
Counsel from the Scriptures

276,
372,
277,

475,
516,

Land

265,

459,

Page
39
81
41
42

430
373
111
112
373
112
135
136
136
137
138
181
185
233
223
222
223
226
227
275
325
471
473
278
326
371
426
427
428
429
429
471
472
522
518
517
518
518
519
521
521
565

566
566

26
121
176
228
315
365
425
449
542
514
534

ADDRESSES AT THE YOUNG MENS' SOCIE-
TIES:
An Evening witn Nehemiah 197

111.

Page
Mutual Improvement ... ... 347
Speech; „» „ . 542

THE BIBLE T R U E :
Inspiration 177, 230
Absurdity of Atheism 229
Nature's Testimony 229
Darwinism Rebutted 230
Colenso Answered 366
The Bible Ahead of Science ... 427
A New Era m Science 515

EDITORIAL SUMMARIES :

Astrological Pretensions ... 35, 426
A Situation Full of Hope ... 77
Turkey's Exhaustion 129
Powerless Doctrinarianism ... 179
The Last Words of Beaconsfield 220
Survey of Palestine ... ... 274
Re-unions ... ... ... ... 324
Narrow Principles ... ... 370
Changes for the Better 470

INTELLIGENCE :
Aberdeen 431, 552
AlderleyEdge ... 233, 431, 552
Alfreton 378, 475
Arbroath 138, 185, 567
Aylesbury 378, 567
Bagthorpe 330, 475
Banwell 379
Barnsley 282, 330
Belfast 379
Beith 567
Bilston 43, 138, 330
Birkenhead, 237, 285, 334, 381,

431, 475, 527, 552, 567
Birmingham, 43, 84, 138, 185,

234, 282, 330, 379, 431, 475,
552, 567

Blackpool 187, 234
Blantyre ... 43, 140, 379, 475, 552
Brierley Hill 331, 431, 475, 552
Bristol 43, 187, 234, 379, 431 475
Cardiff ... 140, 187, 234, 523
Cheltenham 234, 283
Cinderford 476, 523, 568
Crewe 43, 85, 234, 476
Cumnock 43, 85, 187, 234, 331,

476, 568
Cupar \ 234
Dalbeatie 43
Derby 44, 86, 140, 188, 234,

283, 331, 477, 524, 568
Devonport 44, 283, 331, 379
Doncaster ... ... ... ... 524
Dudley 44, 140, 379, 524
Dumfries 44, 331
Dundee 86, 568
Ettington 86, 568
Edinburgh 44, 86, 141, 188, 235,

332, 431, 477, 568
Elland 44, 141, 235, 283, 568
Frome 142, 477
Galashiels 86, 142, 188, 235
Glasgow 86. 188, 235, 332, 379, 431
Gloucester 44, 142, 235, 283,

332, 477, 525, 568



IV.

Page
Grantham 45,-188, 332, 477, 525
Grantown 45, 188
Gravesend 283
Greatbridge 45, 86, 236, 431
Great Yarmouth 188, 236, 332, 477
Greenock 236, 477
Halifax 87, 142, 284, 477, 569
Heckmondwike ... ... 236, 569
Hucknal Torkard ... 142, 284
Huddersfield 87, 432, 477, 525, 569
Ipswich ... ... ... 477
Irvine 189, 236, 332
Jarrow 284, 332, 380, 432
Jump 236, 526
Keighley 333, 380
Kelso
Kidderminster 284, 333, 380, 478 569
Leicester 45, 88, 143, 236, 285,

333, 381, 432, 478, 526, 569
Leeds 87, 142, 189, 236, 333,

381, 432, 478
Lincoln 88, 189, 237, 285, 381,

478, 526, 570
Liverpool 88, 237, 285, 334, 381,

432, 5V, 570
London 88, 189, 286, 334, 381,

478, 526, 570
Maldon 237, 286
Manchester 46, 89, 190, 237, 286, 570
Matlock ... 46, 90
Miles Platting 190
Muddeford 96
Mumbles 46, 89, 143, 190, 286,

334, 382, 527, 570
Neath 91 382
Newburgh ... ... ... ... 91
Netherton ... ... ... ... 527
New Wombwell ... ... ... 527
Norman Cross ... ... ... 238
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 570
Nottingham 46, 91, 143, 334.

478 527
Peterboro' ...46, 478, 527, 570
Portsmouth 527
Radstock 143
Repley 238 478
Scarborough
Sheffield 47, 91, 238, 570
Silverdale 382
Spalding 190
Stockport ... 91, 239, 286, 527, 570
Stow 47
Sunderland ... ... ... 570
Swanwick 239, 334, 382
Swansea. 47, 91, 190, 239, 286,

... 334, 382, 479, 528, 571
Tewkesbury 571
Tranent 47, 92
Tranmere 382 567
Warrington 191
Waterside 432
Whitby 382
Whittington Moor 287
Wishaw 47

AUSTRALIA :
Balmon
Beechworth
Brisbane
Inskip Point
Kangaroo Flat
Melbourne ...
Sydney ...287, 335,

CANADA :
Guelph ... 93, 383,
Halifax and St. John's
Hamilton
Toronto
Walkerton ...

N E W ZEALAND :
Auckland
Dunedin
Christchurch
East Invercargill ...
Mercer
Outram
Ponsonby
Timaru

AFRICA :
Graaf Reinet
Natal
Pietermaritzburgh

UNITED STATES :
Albany
Black Jack Grove
Baltimore
Boston
Barry
Buffalo
Capron
Cavendish
Chicago
Cleveland
Diamond Mines
Dundee
Elizabeth
Elmira
Florence
Galveston
Harvard
Henderson
Jeffersonville
Jersey City
Joplin, Mo.
Lanesville
Louisburg
New Edinburgh ...
Olathe
Oswego
Riverside
Rochester
San Francisco
Shenandoah
Spottsville
Springfield ... 95
Thrafty
Washington
Waterloo
West Hoboken
White Oak Grove ...
Worcester

"93,
383,

432,

48,

287,

479,

240,

384,

, 432,

'96,

480,

92,

47,"
239,
432,

528,

191,
93,

432,
191,
528

144,

287*

48J
480,

432*

144,

95,

480J

192,'

528*

Page
92

432
93

143
191
479
571

571
47

38a
240
239

335
48
48

143
479
479
571
571

92
143
192

48
480
192
287
192
384
4

384
94

240
572
288

48
572
384
287
288
240
288
480
572
95
95

384
572
240

95
572

48
144
192
528
432
432

96
572

96
96



The Christadelphian,!
Jan. 1, 1S81.

*lHe (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (FatherJ;
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN."—(Heb. ii. 11.)

" For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THE
SONS OF GOD."—(Rom. viii. 19).

No. 199. JANUARY, 1881. Vol. XVIII.

WHY DO YOU GALL US OAMPBELLITES ?

BY DR. THOMAS.

THE warfare of the truth has shifted its base since the early controversies of
Dr. Thomas. In those days, the Doctor's principal antagonists were the
Campbellites, among whom he was thrown, in the ways of Providence : now it
is the world of the orthodox in general that is in arms against the doctrines of
the holy oracles of God, as contrasted with the venerable traditions of a Pagan
theology. However, the Campbellites (now a squad in the numerous hosts of the
adversary) occasionally come to the front and show themselves. One of their
questions is that which appears at the head of this article. It used to be often
put in the days of Dr. Thomas. His answer is as elective to-day as when it
first was penned. It is as follows :—

"As to why we continue to designate Mr. Campbell's co-religionists by his
name, notwithstanding their unanimous repudiation of it, we reply, because
debt is one thing, and repudiation of debt another. That is the reason, pure
and simple.

"Though we never graduated at Bethany College, nevertheless we know
Campbellism, as the saying is, ' like a book.' For seven months after our first
acquaintance, in 1832, with what was then styled ' Reformation/ we say it as
the sin of our ignorance, that we studied the Christian Baptist very diligently,
yea more so than the Bible. By the hearing of the ear, and the seeing of the
eye, the mysteries» of Bethany became familiar. ' The three kingdoms,' i the
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three salvations/ ' the three facts,'
' the ancient gospel,' ' the ancient
order of things,' ' the coronation of
Jesus,' ' baptism for remission of sins,'
* the operation of the Holy Spirit,'
&c, as distilled from the tongues and
pens of Messrs. Scott and Campbell, are
familiar all as household words.

" While a student of these mysteries,
and ignorant of the apostolic prophetic
writings, circumstances forced us into
the advocacy of them. We became
thoroughly grounded in them, but,
happily, not rooted in them, nor en-
slaved by them. Twenty-two years
ago we taught them with considerable
acceptance in Virginia; and had we
been contented to stand still, and
preach Christian baptism, modified by
the Millennial Harbinger to suit the
times, instead of being 'everywhere
spoken against,' we should have been
highly popular, and reaped the harvest
of popularity which has lined the
pockets of our successors. But, God
be thanked and praised for ever ! His
word became our teacher; and, in
proportion as we acquired an under-
standing of it, our hold on the tradi-
tions of immersed Presbyterian anti-
creedism relaxed, and was finally
abandoned.

" Now, we have recited these things
in support of our saying, that we know
Campbellism like a book; and to show
that we have the advantage of our
Campbellite friends in knowing their
system as well as themselves; and in
knowing, besides, what the candid
among them confess they do not
know, namely, Moses and the prophets,
and the Psalms, which Jesus says, all
testify of him. And here we would
say, that it is a fact worthy of remark
that, in proportion as we advanced in
our knowledge of the Scriptures, in
the same ratio were we spoken against
for heresy, and disowned! and that,
too, by a people professing to be in
pursuit of truth. The more truth we
found, the more they reproached us !

" Now, from these premisses, we con-
sider we are a better judge of the
spirituality of the claims of Campbel-
lism than Campbellites, be they lay-
men, evangelists, or supervisors and

editors themselves. They only know
Campbellism ; we knew Campbellism
and the doctrine of Moses and Jesus
too. Is it not perverse and presump-
tuous in them, seeing that they admit
their ignorance of the i old Bible,' for
which they have doctrinally no more
use than for occasional reference to
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, to
show that Jesus Christ must needs be
a sufferer ; or, to the twenty-fourth
Psalm, for the scenery of Christ's
coronation in their transky-kingdomian
Jerusalem—is it not strange, yea,
passing strange, that they should close
their eyes and stop their ears against
our earnest testimony that the Scrip-
ture condemns their system totally!
Jesus said, ' If ye believed Moses, ye
would believe me; for he wrote con-
cerning me. And if ye believe not
his writings, how shall ye believe my
words?—(John γ'. 46). Hence the
doctrine of Christ Jesus is in rigid
harmony with the teaching of Moses ;
and is as much contained in his writ-
ings as in the New Testament; that
is, this book and the Pentateuch are in
strict accord. We say, then, knowing
as we do the doctrine of Moses, that
Campbellism, in the light of his testi-
mony, is anti-Mosaic, and therefore
anti-Christian—it is neither in con-
formity with the writings of Moses
nor the words of Jesus.

" Again, the ' Great Teacher,' as
many call him, who pay no more re-
gard to his words than they do to
Moses' writings, says, ' Imagine not
that I am come to nullify the law and
the prophets ; I come not to nullify,
but to fulfil. For verily I say unto
you, until that the heaven and the
earth pass away, one iota or one point
can in no wise pass from the law,
until that all things come to pass'—
(Matt. v. 18). Now, Campbellites do
not profess to be acquainted with
Moses and David—(and the writings
of the latter were sometimes compre-
hended by Jesus in the term ' law'—
John x. 34)—how, then, can they tell
what things predicted have come to
pass, and what others remain yet to be
fulfilled? The thing is impossible,
They cannot tell. But we, who study
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Moses and the prophets, can ; and we
can, and do, bear demonstrative testi-
mony, that a large proportion of what
they prophesied concerning Christ
(which things belong as much to
Christianity as those of their writings
already fulfilled) is yet unfulfilled
prophecy. Campbellism is as inno-
cent of these things as a babe ; and
therefore has no more faith in them
than a puling infant: hence it cannot
understand the New Testament, four
divisions of which treat chiefly of the
words of Jesus, in harmony with the
writings of the law.

" Campbellism is equally condemned
by the doctrine of the apostles, as by
the words of Jesus and the law.
Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, pro-
claimed the identity of his faith and
teaching with that of Moses and the
prophets—' I believe all things,' says
he, ' which are written in the law and
in the prophets ; having hope toward
God, which (hope) they (the Jews)
themselves also expect, that there
shall be a future resurrection of the
dead ones, both just and unjust"—
(Acts xxiv. 14-15). And, in another
place, he says, ' Having obtained help
of God, I continue unto this day,
testifying unto small and great, saying
nothing except the future things which
the prophets and Moses declared to be :
that the Christ suffer; that he shall
be first of a resurrection of dead ones
to proclaim light to the people, and to
the nations' — (Acts xxvi. 22-23).
When, therefore, Paul preached his
gospel, ' He expounded and testified
the kingdom of God, persuading con-
cerning Jesus, both out of the law
of Moses and the prophets'—(Acts
xxviii. 23-31). Hear also what he
says to his brethren in Romans xvi.
25—' Now to Him who is of power to
establish you according to my gospel;
and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of a mys-
tery concealed from the times of the
ages ; but now made manifest, and,
through the writings of the prophets
made known to all the nations for
obedience of faith, according to the
commandment of the God of the age—
τον αιώνων Oeuv: to God, only wise,

to Him the glory in the ages, through
Jesus Christ.'

" Now, can the Bethanians say, with
open face, that they believe with Paul
all things which are written in the
law and prophets; and have hope in
common with the Jews ?—(Acts xxvi.
6-7). Can their evangelites, college
bred or otherwise, say honestly, that
in their preaching they testify nothing
except the future things, which tne
prophets and Moses declared ? Or, do
they, in their ministrations, expound
and testify the kingdom of God out of
Moses and the prophets ? If they
were to answer these questions affirma-
tively, they know they would not
speak according to truth. Their faith
and teaching are not the same as
Paul's ; for they are ignorant of the
things he believed ; almost entirely
ignore the ' old Bible ; ' and, in their
preaching, do not expound Moses and
the prophets. Would it not, then, be
a miracle for Campbellism to be in
harmony with the doctrine of the
apostles, who preached Moses and the
prophets in preaching Jesus, seeing
that it has been invented and promul-
gated by men notoriously and con-
fessedly ignorant of the prophets ?
These spake as God moved them by His
Spirit. Alexander Campbell, Walter
Scott, ourselves twenty years ago, and
our co-labourers, spake as we were
moved by reason perverted by tradi-
tion—' the thinking of the flesh.' But
the flesh and the Spirit of God are at
enmity ; and the former cannot pene-
trate the arcana of the latter; espe-
cially when first biassed by tradition,
it then begins its Bible studies at the
end instead of at the beginning of
the book. This was our mistake;
and continues to be the fatal error of
Campbellites, and all other sectarians.
The system, and schism, or ' ism,'
whicK is conveniently designated by
the name of the professor of the
divinity taught at Bethany College, is
anti-Mosaic, and anti-prophetic, and
therefore anti-scriptural, anti-Chris-
tian, and anti-apostolic, in all that
distinguishes it from other systems of
faith and practice whose names end in
' ism.' We know that it does not
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teach the way of salvation. We say
this in kindness and full assurance
of faith. It does not teach the way
Jesus and his apostles taught. "We
know this way, and know them to be
diverse and opposite—mutually sub-
versive of each other. How, then,
can we honestly speak otherwise than
we do?

" But what has all this to do with
the question ? Much every way. Our
inquirer says we know that his frater-
nity unanimously repudiates the name
of Campbellism for its views, and
Campbellites for their adherents. It
is true we are aware of the repudia-
tion. When we were part of the
fraternity, we protested against the
name also ; because we then assumed
what we now see we could not prove,
namely, that we were disciples of
Christ, and believers of the ancient
gospel, and in the practice of the
ancient order. For this cause we did
not like the names ; for, in the use
of them, it was a practical rejection of
our pretensions by those who applied
them to us.

" But, if A owe Β a thousand
dollars, and he repudiates the debt,
does his repudiation satisfy Β that A
owes him nothing? Prove the debt,
and the repudiation is purely and
simply dishonest. We have proved
that the community to which we
belonged in times of ignorance, at
the head of which Mr. Campbell
has placed himself, or been placed by
circumstances, is in faith and teaching
not in accord with Paul and his
brethren. Second, it is notorious that
the community is a schism from the
Baptist denomination, mainly pro-
duced by the writings of Mr. Camp-
bell, and that therefore he did not
receive his views from the com-
munity, but the community from him.
Thirdly, Bethany College has been
endowed by his brotherhood, which
accepts the youths whose ideas he
teaches to shoot in the direction of
theology, for its orators and spiritual
guides. And fourthly, when outsiders
wish to know assuredly the senti-
ments of the brotherhood, they consult
his writings, such as the Christian

Baptist, Millennial Harbinger,
Christian System, Life and Death,
&c; not the writings of Moses and
the prophets, &c.; which writings of
his are very barren expositions of
the Word. Here, then, is the debt—
the community is A, and owes its all
that distinguishes it from others, not
to the Bible, but to Mr. Campbell,
President of Bethany College, who is
B. Now this being incontrovertible
by fair showing, ' Inquirer' and his
unanimous repudiators are dishonest
and ungrateful in their repudiation.
But for Mr. Campbell's 'ism,' the
editors and evangelists of his school
would not now be shearing the wool
of his fold, or rather fleecing in many
instances, the silly sheep, who, with
the rich pasture of the word at hand,
consent to be starved on Bethany
philosophy oracularized by boys ! If
you adopt the views, seeing they have
no place in the Bible, receive them
reverently in their proper name, and
be not ashamed of names which only
designate the truth.'

" In opposition to these names, the
repudiators say we are Reformers,
Christians, or Disciples. But how
can we consent to give them the
names they claim, seeing that we
deny them the things represented by
the names ? If we were to style them
Reformers, it would be with mental
reservation ; for instead of reforming
they have abandoned the little refor-
mation they had attained to when we
first knew them. How can we call
them Christians ? To do this would
be to condemn ourselves as infidel
rejectors of what we should be thereby
admitting was able to make them
Christians. This would be giving up
the very point at issue. A faith like
that of Campbellism, which does not
embrace ' the one hope ojt the calling,'
cannot make immersion the 'one
baptism,' or the subject of it a Chris-
tian. We cannot therefore, concede
to them the name. Show us the
genuine article and its name will be
readily bestowed.

" Neither can we style them
Disciples, if by that name they mean
Disciples of Christ. How can men
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reasonably claim to be his disciples
who do not regard his word? He
pleached Moses and the prophets in
preaching the gospel of the kingdom ;
and that gospel the Bethanians in
general know nothing about; or where
they have heard it, or heard of it, few
of them regard it, and still fewer
honor God and bless themselves in
obeying it. With our views of
matters it is impossible, however
disposed from friendliness we might
be to gratify them, to style them Dis-
ciples of Christ. They learn the
things they profess not from the
Bible, for they are not there, but from
the writings and preaching inspired
from Bethany, and seek to impose
upon themselves the delusion that
they are learning of Christ! But we
cannot be a party to such a deception.
'If we could find their faith and
practice in the Old and New Testa-
ments, we would have no objection to
admit their discipleship, even though
they acquired their creed through Mr.
Campbell's instrumentality. But this
we cannot do ; we therefore refuse to
style them by any of the names they
covet ; for clearly they have no scrip-
tural title to the same.'

" Our inquirer will therefore per-
ceive at a glance that we disregard the
repudiation, not as he suggests be-
cause we wish our views to be called
Thomasism, and our coadjutors Thom-
asites ; but because of the reasons
before the reader. If what we teach
cannot be demonstrated from the
Word, then call it by what name you

please, it matters not to us; but if
what we teach be proved to be the
teaching of God and Moses, the pro-
phets, Jesus, and the apostles, then
call it Thomasism at your peril; un-
less by Thomasism you mean a system
of doctrine taught by the apostles
John and Thomas: but even then you
might select for it a more appropriate
term. But if this be not your mean-
ing, then call God's system of truth
by our name at your peril. You have
nothing to fear from us, who, all told,
are but a ' little flock '—(Luke, xii.32.)
The fearful looking for of judgment
contemplates the indignation of Him
who magnifies His truth above all His
name—(Psalm cxxxviii. 2.

" If then you are ashamed of the
names, we counsel you forthwith to
repudiate the things. This is an hon-
est way of getting rid of the annoy-
ance. We do not call you Campbellites,
and your chief's views which you
fellowship, Campbellism, to irritate
and provoke you or him, but because
we do not know how otherwise to
designate you and them according to
truth. There is the thing, and there
are you believing and practising it.
It is not in the Bible ; it is in Mr.
Campbell's writings. He did not
learn it from you; but you mani-
festly, directly or indirectly, learnt it
from him. For the life of us, then,
we cannot see what better name to
give it than Campbellism ; and they
who patronize it Campbellites ; which,
with all respect and good feeling, we
shall continue to do."—Herald. / F # /

A MISSION.—BEGUN AND CONTINUED.

THE Doctor thus defined the mission
of the Herald as an agency for
the dissemination of the truth. The
definition applies exactly to the
literary agency which has come after
him, and which he himself was instru-
mental in originating: —

" The mission of the Herald of the

Kingdom and Age to Come originates
from the full assurance of the editor's
faith and hope ; which repudiates the
Christianity of the Apostacy, styled
by the partisans of that system of
Gentilism — 'the sentiments of all
Christendom.'

uThe editor, then, and those who



IGNORANCE AND KNOWLEDGE.
("The Chrittadelphian,
L Jan. 1.1881.

co-operate with him, send the Herald
forth,—

" 1. To open the eyes of Gentilists,
by expounding and testifying to them
the kingdom of God, thereby persuad-
ing them concerning Jesus, both out of
the law of Moses, the prophets, and
apostolic writings—(Acts xxviii. 23-
31).

" 2. To turn nineteenth - century
i Christians' from the darkness of their
three-fact gospelism to the light of
the glad tidings of the glory and king-
dom of the Christ.

" 3. To turn them from the power of
Gentile theology, endorsed by public
opinion (which is the Satan the truth
has to contend with in the Union
Section of the Western Hemisphere)
to the obedience of God, evinced in
the precepts and examples of the New
Testament : * That they may receive
remission of sins, and a portion among
the sanctified by a faith which in-

ducts into Jesus' — (Acts xxvi. 18).
" 4. To increase the knowledge and

the faith of those already sanctified
by the truth, that they may be edified
or built up ; that they may be no more
babes tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by
the artifice of men, by craftiness with
the art of the deceiver—(Eph. iv.
14).

" 5. To solve all questions presenting
themselves as obstacles to sincere in-
quirers after the truth.

" 6. To besiege and raze to the
ground the strongholds of the de-
ceiver ; and to cast down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God.—
(2 Cor. x. 4, 5).

" 7 . To keep them whom the truth
has sanctified informed of the Signs
of the Times ; that they may know
where they stand in relation to the
appearing of the L o r d . " / ^ * ^ ) /$&

IGNOKANOE AND KNOWLEDGE.

" PAUL says to the * enlightened,' 'walk
not as other Gentiles walk, in the
vanity of their mind, having the
understanding darkened, being alien-
ated from the life of God through the
ignorance that is in them, because of
the perverseness of their hearts, being
past feeling '—(Eph. iv. 18).

" Speaking of Irael's watchmen,
Isaiah testifies that they were ' blind ;
all ignorant, all dumb dogs, that can-
not bark, talking in their sleep, lying
down, loving to slumber. Yea, greedy
dogs which cannot have enough,
shepherds that cannot understand: they
all look to their own way, every one
for his gain, from his quarter.'—(lvi.
10). Highly descriptive of Jewish
rabbis and Gentile ministers of this
enlightened day!

" I would not have you ignorant,

brethren.'—(Rom. i. 13). ' They have
a zeal of God, but not according to
knowledge. For they being ignorant
of God's righteousness, and going
about to establish their own righteous-
ness, have not submitted themselves
unto the righteousness of God.'—
(Rom. x. 2, 3).

" Eschew ignorance as a dangerous
and fatal evil. If ignorance were
bliss, God would not have troubled
himself to reveal so much to make us
wise.

"The new man is made new again
by exact knowledge—ζττιηνωσιν—
after the image itself of the Creator
—(Col. iii. 10.)

" Grace and peace be multiplied
unto you through the knowledge of
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God and of Jesus our Lord, according
as His divine power hath given unto
us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness through the knowledge of
him that hath called us to glory and

virtue: through which (knowledge)
are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises: that through these
ye might become partakers of tho
divine nature—(2 Pet. i. 3, 4)."

THE NUMBEE OF THE BEAST.

i ' i HERE is wisdom. Let him that hath
understanding count the number of the
beast;'—this implies that the number
can be counted, but not without the
exercise of intelligent skill. This
very statement shows that the passage
is designedly enigmatical, which is a
prominent feature of all prophecy.

" ' The number of the beast;' this
phrase seems almost unintelligible to
the ordinary reader, who is not con-
versant with the usages of antiquity.
It refers to a custom which prevailed
among the ancients, of designating
their mythical deities and distin-
guished heroes by the sum of the
numerical letters which occurred in
their proper names ; e. g.. Mercury
was represented by the number 1,218,
&c.

" * The number of the beast;' this,
therefore, means 'the number of the
name (see verse 17) of the beast,'
which is ' six hundred three score and
six.'

" For it is the number of a man ; '
this clause determines that the term
1 beast' is only figurative.

" Where shall we look for the beast ?
Inquirers have turned their eyes in
every possible direction ; and some, in
so doing, have been powerfully in-
fluenced by considerations of interest
— have looked in directions where
they most earnestly desired to find
him, but which afforded them not the
slightest probability of gratification.

" A careful perusal of the Apocal-
ypse will leave the candid reader little
reason to doubt that the beast stands
in close relation to other portions of

the Sacred Word, and figures largely
in the spiritual affairs of the world ;
also, by comparing it with the pro-
phecy of Daniel, that that ancient
prophet had caught a glimpse of him
(among three other beasts) in prophetic
vision. Commentators have long since
agreed that the * fourth beast' of
which Daniel wrote, represented the
Koman Empire; and thither we look
for the interpretation of our passage,
bearing in mind that the political
affairs of that kingdom have been
wedded to the spiritual, and that the
Pontiff sways the sceptre over both
Church and State.

It is certainly remarkable how
many names are here suggested (some
referring to the Church, some to the
State, some to the Pope, and some to
the all), which suit the conditions of
Kev. xiii. 18. A few will be adduced,
with the numerical computations
annexed to each, and brief explana-
tory remarks.

1. Λ α τ G ι ν ο 9

30+14-300+5+10+50+70+200=666.

This Greek adjective signifies ' the
Latin.' Under each letter of the
word is placed the number which it
represents (according to the Greek
mode of notation), and the sum of all
is ' six hundred, threescore and six.'

An objection may be raised to
taking a word from an ancient
language. But the propriety of so
doing appears from the fact that the
New Testament was written in Greek,
the writer, therefore, thought in
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Greek, and we most naturally look for
a Greek word to answer our present
purpose.

Another objection has been raised
by some, who would rob us of this
example, against the orthography of
the word. They insist that it should
be Lat-i-nos instead of Lat-ei-nos.
But we have only to meet them with
a reference to Paul-ez-no, Anton-ee-
nos, Sab-ez-nos, and hosts of other
words which they have never found
it to their interest to dispute.

The signification is peculiarly
applicable to the Roman power; the
head-quarters of the hierarchy is at
Rome, the old Latin city ; the Pope is
therefore the Latin Man ; the Church
is Latin, from beginning to end ; its
members read the Bible in Latin and
pray in Latin; Mass is read in Latin,
and in this language almost all the
exercises of public worship are per-
formed to this very day. And if we
take into consideration the much
more extended power of the Roman
kingdom in the days cf the apostle
John, which was so great as to be
called * the Latin world,' we can see
a remarkable propriety in his desig-
nating the Beast as Latin, if he
was indeed predicting with reference
to the Papacy, as is most generally
supposed.

2. Η Α α τ ι ν α +

8+30+1+300+10+50+8+

β α σ ι Χ € ι a

2+1+200+10+30+5+12+1=666

" The Latin Kingdom.' This phrase
has also been suggested as a solution
of our passage, and is altogether
plausible in sentiment. Opponents
object to it because the adjective is
spelled with an i in the middle
syllable instead of ei, for which we
contended in No. 1. But as they
disapproved of the ei there, they will
of course be gratified with the simple
i here ; we insist that either may be
used. It may be remarked that this
solution is applicable to the Latin
kingdom, spiritual or temporal, or
both.

ο. Ι τ α λ ι κ α +

10+300+1+30+10+20+1+

Ε Α: Κ λ η σ ι α.

5+20+20+30+8+200+10+1=666.

" ' T h e Italian Church ' — another
solution which has been offered by
some. And although the final letter
of the first word should properly be
Eta instead of Alpha, it is neverthe-
less somewhat remarkable, when taken
in connection with the others.

4 . Α 7 Γ ο σ τ α τ * ] ν

1+80+70+6+1+300+8+200=666

" ' The Apostate' also lays a fair
claim to being the ' beast,' whose
number John paid was ' six hundred
three score and six.' The numeric
value of the letter Sigma is 200, and
of Tau 300 ; but the Greeks combined
and represented them by a distinct
written character, which is still
retained as the representative of the
number six.

5. In Hebrew there are two words,
both of which are translated by the
English Roman, or the Latin Romanus,
but differing in signification ; the
former denotes a Roman dwelling-
place, and the Jatter one who occupies
a Roman dwelling-place. But is it a
very remarkable fact that each of
these words, although varying from
the other in orthography, exactly
answers the condition of our text, as
may readily be seen. We give the
names of the Hebrew letters and their
numerical value.

Resh . .
Vav . .
Mem . .
Yodh. .
Yodh .
Tav . .

6. One

200
. . 6
. . 40
. . 10
. . 10
. . 400

666

Resh .
Mem .
Ayn .
Nun .
Vav .
Shin .

more solution : In

. . 200

. . 40

. . 70

. . 50
. . 6
. . 300

666

the first
verse of this chapter (Rev. xiii.) we
read that this ' beast' had upon its
seven heads ' the name of blasphemy,'
which means that it would not only
take to itself high-sounding titles, but
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such as no man might wear without
robbing God of His glory.

<{ The Pope is guilty of the most
blasphemous arrogance when he styles
himself ' Vicarius Filii Dei' (Vice-
gerent of the Son of God), which is
engraven on his mitre, and is con-
sidered his most honourable appella-
tion. The amount of the numbers
represented by the numeral letters
which occur in this name (as ascer-
tained by the Roman system of
notation) is as follows :—

In
V
I

cI
υ

VICARIUS.

. . 5

. . 1

. .100

. . 1
*. . 5

112

In
I .
L .
I .
I .

FILII.
. 1
. 50
. 1
. 1

53
Total

In DEI.
D . .
I . .

. . .

500
1

—
501

53
112

666

• U and V were originally represented by the
same character.

" These are a few of the solutions,
which have been received from
various sources, all pointing towards
Rome. A great number are rejected,
as they seem altogether too fanciful;
while those presented in this article
bear striking marks of plausibility.

" There are also many ingenious
solutions on record, which are to be
rejected, because not at all consonant
with the connection in which Revela-
tions xiii. 18 stands; having been
advanced either by Romanists, who
are, of course, extremely anxious to
avert the expectant gaze which this
passage directs to them, or by civil
monarchs, who were eager to read
therein the destiny of opposing
powers."—Writer in the "Newark
Daily Advertiser.1' fte*S& /8& ' ''- -

DIARY OF A 0HRISTADELPH1AN.

{Continued from page 396, vol. XVII.J

Saturday·, December 4th.—Am en route
to Glasgow to-day, in response to
the invitation of the brethren there,
who desire me to lecture in that city
and the neighbouring town of Blan-
tyre. This leaving home is dismal
work, but I am not my own. Found,
as usual, in railway travelling, much
to remind me that the kingdom of
God still remaineth. Companions in
the car for part of the way were of a
type admitting of no comparison with
the brute creation, that is not a
positive insult to the latter. A cow
or a horse is an interesting creature,
but your average third class passenger
often wishes to be a smoke in your
nostrils, in more senses than one.
" Did any gentleman (sic f) object to
smoking ? " All answered in the nega-
tive, save myself who replied, as is my

wont, with a courteous but decided
affirmative. Came in for the custom-
ary amount of abuse in consequence.
A change of passengers at one of the
stations delivered me from this evil,
only to inflict upon me a worse, in
the shape of a drunken sailor, whose
antics were anything but what one
would desire in a travelling com-
panion. The day comes when the
righteous shall wash their feet in the
blood of the wicked, and root them
completely out of the earth ; railway
travelling will be a very different
thing in that good time. Thought
how entirely the miseries of the
world are the work of man, and how
justly it had been placed in a state of
exile from God. Was able to endure
these annoyances as something in-
separable from the present barbarous
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condition of society. Remembered
too that the trifling incidents of daily
experience are not too insignificant
for angelic disposal. We shall want
patience in the kingdom of God, and
it is well we should be required to
cultivate it now.

Beached Glasgow in due time, and
found about seven or eight brethren
on the platform waiting to receive
me. More honoured by their presence
than were Lords Beaconsfield and
Salisbury on their return from Berlin,
by the fashionable crowds which
thronged the station at Charing Cross.
Was soon at the house of brother
Ritchie, who lives at the outskirts of
the city, and sought in a night's repose
the refreshment which " tired nature's
sweet restorer " inevitably brings.

Sunday, December 5th.—Felt some-
what depressed on awaking to dis-
cover where I was and what for. But
this was only a transient sensation.
Knew that this was not work to be
undertaken without due consideration.
Therefore I began to brace up the
inner man, by reflections upon our
high calling in Christ Jesus, and upon
the absolute certainty of every feature
of what we are in the habit of speak-
ing of as " the truth." If these things
are so, then let us go right heartily
to work, for it won't always be pro-
bation. The end is near, and it is
" everlasting life."

Brother Thomas Nisbet presided at
the breaking of bread, and did it well.
Much depends upon the presiding
brother. If, as in this instance, he be
one whose words have the unmistak-
able ring of true saintship about
them, the comfort and edification of
the household of God are assured.
Should the Lord still delay his coming,
it is our prayer that in increasing
number, faithful men may arise to
supply the great need which exists
in connection with the public pro-
clamation of the truth.

Succeeded brother Nisbet, at his
request, wi^h a few words of exhorta-
tion. Was pleased to recognise the
faces I had seen in Glasgow about
three years before. Always refresh-
ing to find brethren " holding fast the

form of sound words." Could enter,
to some extent, into Paul's feelings
when he said, "Now we live, if ye
stand fast in the Lord." The brethren
in Glasgow do not lack enterprise in
the work of the truth. For the even-
ing lecture the City Hall was engaged
—a large building, capable of hold-
ing 3,000 persons. Readers of Dr.
Thomas's Life will remember this hall
in connection with some of his in-
valuable labours. The evening was
unfavourable, as regards atmospheric
conditions, but there assembled a good
audience,who were patient listeners for
an hour and a half to " A Scriptural
Reply " to a lecture, which had been
given in Glasgow the previous Tues-
day, by the renowned Joseph Cook, of
Boston, on : " Does death end all ? "
In the preface to one of his books,
Mr. Cook is described as about forty
years of age, u strictly logical in his
reasoning, using the syllogistical
method with inflexible method, in-
sisting on rigid definitions, and so
clearing away the difficulties pre-
sented by the vague use of words—
prepared by minute and searching
investigation to encounter the most
accomplished specialists of science,
and gifted with eloquence and im-
aginative force—a linguist and omni-
vorous reader—ready to encounter all
opponents." The brethren had pre-
viously provided me with notes of
Mr. Cook's lecture, which certainly
failed to sustain the great expect-
ations the foregoing description is
fitted to produce. I remarked, that
the announcement of a Scriptural
Reply to a lecture delivered under the
auspices of a Christian association
would doubtless occasion surprise, for
it was a very common assumption that
a denial of the current orthodox teach-
ing on the subject of death necessarily
involved an acceptance of that system
of dreamy negation against which
the arguments of Mr. Cook were in-
tended to be successful. I wished,
however, to emphasize the fact that
we had not the least sympathy either
with the scientific, or with the coarser
scepticism of the day.

Mr. Cook saw hope for all mankind
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in the migratory instinct of the bird.
There was the climate related to this
instinct; and God, who keeps His
word with the lower faculties, would
provide a climate for Mr. Cook, when
he needed it. The argument might
be worth considering if, on indepen-
dent grounds, it could be proved that
all men survive death ; and if the
bird could be shown to wing its flight
to another climate after it was no
more. But, as a matter of fact its
migratory instinct terminated with its
dissolution; and the climate related to
that instinct was of no use to a dead
bird. No doubt there was a climate,
in the sense of a glorious future, based
upon the promises of God ; but, sup-
pose the bird was not alive to go to
it! No doubt men have aspirations
and hopes in the direction of immor-
tality, " but man dieth and wasteth
away; yea, man giveth up the spirit,
and where is he ?" The mistake
lay in assuming that the possession
of these cravings and instincts were
equivalent to the possession of that
incorruptibility and perfection to
which they pointed. The traveller's
burning thirst while crossing the
desert, did not bring the bubbling
spring to his side ; and yet thirst
was " a craving which God has not
mocked." The quenching of it is a
question of circumstances. So, " He
that will love life, and see good days,
let him refrain his tongue from evil,
and his lips that they speak no guile "
—(1 Peter iii. 10).

According to Mr. Cook, man had " a
constitutional tendency to look for
judgment to come." But a tendency
that inheres in human nature would
be found in all men, and would survive
all attempts to get rid of i t ; whereas
a sceptic would certainly claim to be
an exception to Mr. Cook's statement,
and declare himself destitute of any
tendency whatever to look for judg-
ment to come. If an impression of
this sort existed in any man it was no
more constitutional than Mr. Cook's
fondness for the study of Carlyle.
These notions about " judgment to
come " could be modified or abolished
by education, as vast multitudes of

men had no ideas on any such subject.
It was simply untrue that " men were
made so as naturally to anticipate
reward or punishment." Naturally
we were devoid of anticipation reach-
ing beyond the affairs of the present
life. This was easily illustrated by
the case of one who had been born
both blind and deaf—one who had
never seen a ray of light, nor heard a
wave of sound. What notion had he
of a judgment to come? None what-
ever. If by some miracle he could
be put in possession of these absent
faculties, it would be some time
before he conceived the idea which
was said to be constitutional to man.
Someone would have to talk with him
concerning "judgment to come" and
tell him what the words meant. If
Mr. Cook had been born in the wilds
of Africa, and never came into con-
tact with his kind, he certainly would
not have had even the vague anticipa-
tions he now cherishes. He assuredly
would not have had his present con-
science—perhaps no conscience at all.
Surely conscience was altogether a
result of training, and was to be
distrusted or relied upon according to
the quality and degree of the culture
of which it is the product. Men's con-
science are as diverse as the colours
of their hair. A Kitualist, like Mr.
Dale, had a conscience, which a
Quaker like Mr. Bright would feel
inclined to laugh at. The conscience
of the apostle Paul was not the same
after as before his conversion. The
case would be different if it could
first be proved that every man had
received his conscience directly from
"The Father of lights." The Bible
declared nothing about the future
which we could have known by
natural means.

Mr. Cook wished to know what that
was that shone through our eyes, and
flamed in the forehead in the high
states of intellectual and emotional
excitement. He desired the Materialist
to tell him what shone in the living
face under excitement, and that was
never seen in a dead one. The
Materialist might ask him a similar
question about the countenance of a
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tiger or a dog. What was it that
made the eyes of such an animal flash
with excitement that is never seen in
the face of a dead quadruped ? Surely
not the animal's immortal soul. The
true explanation -applied equally to
man and beast. Both possessed a
certain amount of vital energy
derived from Him with whom is the
fountain of life, and which at death
returns to the great ocean of Uni-
versal Power in which all creatures
lived and moved and had their being.
That all-pervading Spirit of the
living God (which Solomon declared
to have been in man and beast alike
(Eccl. iii. 19), and which Mr. Cook
mistakes as the immortal soul), is " the
adequate cause of form in organisms,
and the power which directs the
movements of germinal matter.

Mr. Cook mentioned such men as
Thomas Chambers, and Walter Scott,
and Abraham Lincoln, and Milton, and
Shakespeare—and sees in their high
intellectual capacity an unanswerable
proof of their having survived the
stroke of death. But, if the argument
were sound, there would be no par-
ticular need to mention such illustrious
names as these. It would be equally
to the point were the inquiry made to
include so manj^ savages. Somehow,
the reasoning did not appear quite so
cogent when put in some such form as
this :—" Is there no Kaffir anywhere
in existence now who died 100 years
ago j When those thousands of
Zulus fell in the late war, was it only
the breaking of so many splashes in
the sea ? Did death end all with
those Red Indians who retired before
the advancing tide of Western civili-
sation ? Does a Bashi Bazouk go out
of existence like a throttled gas jet ? "
It was an instructive fact that, in
order to make an effective argument of
this order, you must have a lot of
splendid names to use, and call to your
aid men who are renowned in the
world of literature, or statesmanship,
or science, or art. Fools, and idiots,
and untutored barbarians only help to
spoil such an argument, therefore leave
them out, and bring forward only men
of intellect and fame ! It was less

difficult to associate the idea of im-
mortality with cultured Britons than
painted savages.

If the duration of a creature's exist-
ence was in any way to be inferred
from the measure of that creature's
mental capacity, we were bound to
come to some unfavourable conclusions
touching the immortality of many
wThom we know. If cleverness proved
immortality, what about those who
were hopelessly dull ? There was
quite a graduated scale in the world of
criminal life, and if mental or phy-
sical superiority justified an inference
or proof in favour of endless existence,
then the existence of some men and
some brutes ought to be of longer
duration than that of others.

Mr. Cook quoted the words of
Socrates, " spoken just before he took
the fatal (?) poison : " — " You can
bnry me, if you can catch me. Do not
call this poor body Socrates. After
the poison shall have done its work, I
shall depart to some of the occupa-
tions of the blessed ; and I would not
have you say at my interment, ' Thus
we bury Socrates.' Say that 'You
bury my body.' " Against this might
be placed such declaration as the
following : — " Devout men carried
Stephen to his burial, and made great
lamentations over him "—(Acts viii.
2). " Joseph died, being 110 years
old ; and they embalmed him, and he
was put in a coffin in Egypt"—
(Genesis 1. 26).- When Jesus would
raise Lazarus from the dead, he did
not address an immaterial something
that had vanished from the earth, but
something that was bound hand and
foot with grave clothes, and covered
about the face with a napkin :—
" Where have ye laid HIM ? "

The audience applauded Mr. Cook
when he said: " It is not more wonder-
ful that we should live again, than
that we should live at all. But that
was another matter entirely. There
was a great difference between living
again, and never ceasing to live. The
one was resurrection according to the
Scriptures ; the other was immortal-
soulism according to Socrates. Would
a reasonable person on reading Genesis
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iii. 19, ever think that the sentence of
death was such a cheerful affair as
religious writers tried to make it
appear ? Suppose we raised the
inquiry, 'How was it that men died ?'
Here is a dreary, desolating, heart-
breaking occurrence from which none
are exempt. What's the reason of it ?
A whole earth's population following
one another in quick succession to the
grave, and few seemed to care to know
the reason why. Could we know the
reason ? Here we have i t : " By one
man sin entered into the world and
death by sin, and so death passed
upon all men." — (Romans v. 12).
What sort of death? We had just
read a description of it in Genesis, as
a returning to the dust of the ground.
To attempt to show that Adam was
threatened with what is called spiritual
death was against the argument of
Paul, who shows (1 Cor. xv.) that
death's sole remedy is provided by
Christ in the resurrection. The theo-
logical systems of the day denied
that the death spoken of in the divine
threatening to Adam as a returning
to the dust, was the death from which
Christ came to save men. Before
there could be what is called spiritual
death there must be spiritual life, for
obviously a man cannot die in any
sense, unless he has been previously
alive in that same sense. The Ephe-
sians, whom Paul spoke of as having
been " dead in trespasses and sins,"
were so from the beginning of their
career—they were born into that con-
dition, and had never been anything
else, until the gospel came and changed
their relation to the law of sin and
death, which otherwise would have
destroyed them with an utter and
everlasting destruction. The resur-
rection, which Paul said had come by
Christ (1 Cor. xv. 21), would be a
strange sort of remedy for " death to
holy feeling and practical piety."

It was clear from Isaiah xxxviii.
18-19, that Hezekiah did not possess
those thrilling anticipations of disem-
bodied felicity which enter so largely
into the religious compositions of
these days. He would have been
greatly astonished if a man like Dr.

Watts could have visited him during
his sickness and said :—

" I'll praise my Maker while I've breath,
And when my voice is lost in death,
Praise shall employ my nobler powers."

They told us that Hezekiah and
David did not know what Paul and
Jesus knew about immortality, or they
never would have spoken as they have
done on the subject of the death state.
It was astonishing that people who
held the words of David in such light
esteem, should yet sing the Psalms
which contain these expressions, as if
they believed them to be worthy of
all possible reverence. Let us be con-
sistent anyhow ! If we don't believe
that David had the truth on the
subject of the death state, let us
eliminate from the Psalms we sing all
his references to the matter. David
knew something about immortality, if
we were to credit Peter. Being a
prophet, and knowing certain things
before they happened, he " spake of
the resurrection of Christ that his soul
was not left in hell, neither his flesh
did see corruption."—(Acts ii. 31).
At any rate, David knew as much as
Paul concerning the death state.
Suppose Paul's conscious personality
had in the article of death been
ushered into the glorious presence of
Christ, there to abide in unspeakable
blessedness till the resurrection took
place—say 2,000 years later on ; and
suppose Paul had known that such
was going to be the case, however
could he have exclaimed, as he does
(1 Cor. xv. 32), "What advantageth
it me, if the dead rise not ? Let us
eat and drink, for to-morrow we die."
One would think that 2,000 years of
conscious presence with Christ—and,
therefore, of inexpressible joy and
felicity—would have been a prospect
calculated to make a man use very
different language. But Paul saw no
advantage in the future (no, not so
much as might be inferred from the
migratory instinct of the bird), unless
the resurrection inaugurated it. And
the resurrection has not taken place
yet!

(Some remarks upon passages gene-
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rally quoted in favour of orthodox
conclusions, such as absent from the
body, &c," led up to the declaration
that)

If men desired an immortal exist-
ence, they must become favourably
related to the Lord Jesus Christ, to
whom God had given power over all
flesh, that He may give eternal life to
as many as the Father hath given
him. " This is the Father's will who
hath sent me, that of all which He
hath given me I should lose nothing,
but should raise it up again at the
last day"—(John vi. 39). Had the
Father given every human being that
aver lived to Christ ? " The Son
quickeneth whom he will "—(John v.
21). Would he quicken all in whom
a pulse had ever beaten ? If all man-
kind that have ever trod the surface
of the earth are destined to live " as
long as God shall Hve," how came the
Apostle of the Gentiles to speak of
them as u being alienated from the
life of God, through the ignorance
that is in them ? "—(Eph. iv. 18). If
death did not end all for some people,
what meant Solomon when he wrote
Proverbs xxi. 16 ?

There was great unsettlement in
the religious world, and men were
trying to reconcile their reverence for
the Scriptures with their intelligence,
their observation, their common sense.
Such a reconciliation was possible, but
not so long as the Bible was regarded
as responsible for the dogmas of the
Pulpit. The general situation was
much more depressing and sad than
people thought. The nations passing
away in the vanity of their minds, in
ignorance of their destiny, and of the
only way of salvation that has been
provided in Christ. It was no use for
men, like Mr. Cook, to " weary the
heavens with beseeching glances for
one glimpse of those snatched from
them in the fiery chariots of pain,"
for they were dead, and it was testi-
fied that even David had not ascended
into the heavens. " Robert Burns,
singing his ode to ' Mary in heaven,'
and Dante, expressing his hope of

meeting Beatrice in the celestial
spaces," were both of them ignorant
or unbelieving of the wholesome words
of Christ—" No man hath ascended
up to heaven." The fact was, we
could know nothing whatever of these
things, unless we studied the Scrip-
tures. Science and Philosophy could,
at the most, only offer a " may be " to
our distracted minds. Outside the
Bible all was uncertainty, conjec-
ture, absence of demonstration. The
wisdom of the world, of Paul's day,
comprised theories of immortality
akin to those which are popular and
current now ; and of that wisdom the
apostle declared it was " foolishness
with God." The present confusion,
however, was only for an appointed
time. The evil was not to be spread
over the nations for ever. Its removal
was the work of that wondrous Being,
who was now at the right hand of God,
but who was shortly to return to the
earth, that he might judge the living
and the dead, and dismiss the un-
worthy from His presence, while He
gave eternal life to all His friends.
And when thus His house was organ-
ized, that glorified and immortal
company would issue forth to do a
great work in the earth—to rule the
world in righteousness, to sweep away
every Gentile abomination, and every
refuge of lies, to dispel the gross
darkness which now covers the people,
and to introduce an era of enlighten-
ment and purity, and blessed-
ness, in which mankind shall
dwell together in unity and peace, and
no longer walk after the imaginations
of their evil· hearts.

It is dreary work—this of proving
that man is mortal; but there is
always comfort and refreshing to be
derived from the texts of Scripture
which usually receive mention on such
occasions. And even if no alien is
led to repentance, the brethren are
strengthened, aud the lecturer knows
that with such labours God is well
pleased.
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T H E V I S I B L E H A N D O F G O D ,
OR

MIRACLES, SIGNS AND WONDERS:

The nature and design of such operations and their necessity to the accomplishment
of the work of God in the earth.

No. 1.

THE invisible hand of God has been amply illustrated in the ways of Providence.
God's hand may work—and often is at work—in affairs of a natural form and
complexion, without being discernible in the operation. This we have learnt
from the authenticated cases on record in the Scriptures of truth. There is no
doubt about it. The only uncertainty is as to where and when the operation
takes place. In the vast mass of sublunary events, there is no Providence at
all. They are the fortuitous concurrences of unconnected events, with which
God has nothing to do in the direct, though veiled, form of causation involved
in the term Providence. This also we have learnt on the same indubitable
authority. The value of the lesson is found in the modesty it brings in our
interpretation of the occurrences of common life, and in the yet helpful con-
fidence that God, though unseen and in the darkness, will guide the steps of
those who frame their purposes in His fear, and with a regard to His
will.

But were there no other works of God than the ways of Providence, we
should languish in our confidence. Those ways are often so dark, so protracted
in the time required for their full development, that without some more tangible
reason for trust, our hopes would sicken and our steps falter before the end of
the matter was reached. We require the visible hand to give us faith in the
invisible. God does not ask us to trust the one, without showing us the other.
It is the visible hand of God in the past that has laid the foundation of faith
in the invisible one in the present. It is what God has openly, visibly, mani-
festly, undoubtedly done in the beginnings of things, that furnishes the ground
for the wholesome belief in His present and continued operation in a way not
manifest, but necessary, for the guidance of affairs to their appointed issue in
that morning of brightness and peace which is to succeed the present night of
darkness and confusion.

There is a constant appeal of this sort in the Scriptures. Throughout their
entire course there is a recognition of the reasonable view that the obligation to
obey an invisible God arises out of the fact that He has made Himself visible
in His acts before calling upon us to submit to Him. Let two illustrations of
this suffice. Moses, in pressing home upon Israel the duty of obedience, said to
them, " Ye have seen all that the Lord did before your eyes in the land of Egypt,
unto Pharaoh and unto all his servants, and unto all his land, the great tempta-
tions which thine eyes have seen, the signs, and these great miracles "—(Deut.
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xxix. 1). Jesus, in speaking of the moral responsibilities of his rejectors, said
to his disciples, " If I had not done among them the WORKS WHICH NONE OTHER
MAN DID they had not had sin; but now have they both seen and hated both me
and my Father "—(John xv. 24).

It is the facts in both these cases—Moses and Jesus—(and the number of
similar cases and facts clustered around them)—that supply the foundation for
faith. Faith is confidence for a reason. Everyone understands faith in this
sense, as applied to ordinary matters. It is the same in divine matters. There
is no truth in the popular view that places faith outside the confines of reason.
Faith is a mental act ; and, as a mental act, it is independent of and separate
from the nature of the thing acted on. If a man knows by experience that
water gets hard with cold, his faith that the frozen lake will allow him to walk
safely over, is the result of a fact perceived—not understood. The ice has
nothing to do with it, except as a fact seen. Faith is the same to whatever
applied. In matters divine, popular view has confounded the act with the thing
acted upon. Miracle may be outside the power of reason to understand, but
this is no bar to the recognition of it (i.e., faith in it) as a fact if its reality, as
a fact is demonstrable in harmony with all the demands of the perceptive
faculties. If we are to wait to comprehend the modus in esse before we believe
anything, the circle of our belief would be narrowed to a microscopic point. We
should refuse to believe that the sun shines, or the earth moves, or that flowers
grow out of the ground, or, in fact, that we ourselves exist; for all these, and a
million things besides, we only know as facts ; the " How ? " in the profoundest
sense, we know not, and cannot know. We may talk of radiation and gravita-
tion, and cellular development and biological force: we but substitute other
words, and shift the difficulty. Subdivide the phenomena as we will—analyse,
dissect, decompose as exhaustively as the scientific appliances of modern times
will admit, you only push the mystery a step further off. The " How ? "
waits you at the last stage. It is only the shallower mind that imagines
knowledge complete. They mistake facts for their origin. Doubtless, to a cow
in the farm yard, the turnips are their own sufficient and all-satisfactory
explanation. There is a very wide application to Paul's words, " If any man
thinketh he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know "
—(1 Cor. viii. 2).

The facts of nature we receive because they are facts, and not because we
understand them in the ultra-philosophic sense. So it is with miracles: the
whole question is " are they facts ? " not " are they comprehensible," or
" are they credible ? " or " are they necessary ? " or " can they serve a pur-
pose? " A good deal of dust has been thrown in the public eye on this subject
by the works of several accomplished writers, whose polished sentences and
well-mannered dogmatisms, have procured influence and consideration for
badly-reasoned conclusions. David Hume and the Essay and Keviewists have
a good deal to answer for on this head. By the influence of such writers, it has
come to be a tradition in educated circles that miracles are impossible, and if
possible, they would be useless. Even Canon Farrar, in his interesting Life of
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Christ, refers apologetically to the miracles recorded by the evangelists, with a
remark to the effect that the cultured mind has come to regard them as unne-
cessary. How extraordinary that a professed public representative of Christ
should pronounce those works of Christ unnecessary to which Christ himself
appealed as a weightier evidence than his own personal claims !—(John xv. 24;
v. 36; x. 37-39; Luke vii. 20-22). The sentiment that miracle is impossible and
useless if possible, or that it is in any way open to doubt, is one of the greatest
barriers to the reception of the truth that exists in modern days; for the
truth is nothing if miracle is taken away. I t is founded on the miracle of
Christ's resurrection, and hangs on the anticipated miracle of our own resur-
rection.

The grounds on which the educated mind has come so easily to disbelieve in
miracle are very slight, and really untenable. On the score of possibility, it is
astonishing that any objection whatever should be fe l t Granted, that to
human power, miracle is impossible; but this no more disproves it possible,
than it disproves nature. Could human power produce a star ? No.
Yet there it is. Consequently, there is a power that is not human power. Will
a sane man affirm that to this power, a miracle is impossible ? The denial is
common, but then sanity is rare. What is a miracle? Take any of the miracles
recorded in the Scriptures, and it will be found that there is not one of them
but what, in some form or other, is being performed slowly before our eyes
every day in the year. The miracle consists of doing quickly and by the
direct employment of energy, that which is gradually and indirectly accom-
plished in nature. The multiplication of frogs, lice, locusts, &c, in the afflic-
tions of Egypt, for example, was not new, inasmuch as these creatures multiply
each year. The marvel consisted in their instantaneous production. The pro-
duction of bread by Christ to feed the thousands around him, is an operation
performed yearly on every corn-growing farm in the world. The turning of
water into wine may be seen regularly done in France, and other countries,
where the water-nourished grape yields the liquor that maketh glad the heart
of man. Even the more apparent marvel of raising the dead, has its counter-
part. The raising of the dead is the making of a living being. Where were
the living beings of the present moment a hundred years ago ? They existed
not. They have been made before our eyes, so to speak; slowly, and by orderly
growth, it is true, but still made.

To deny the possibility of these things being done quickly which we see
done slowly, is to be guilty of unphilosophical dogmatism. I t is the most
obvious dictate of common prudence to refrain from limiting the capabilities
of a universe that is without measure in its extent, and without the possibility
of being computed in the length of its antecedent periods. If we had no ex-
perience of them, the question of their possibility would, of course, be a matter
of barren speculation ; but it is evident that the question of their admissibility
when they come before us as realities, cannot philosophically be prejudiced by
any dogmatic assumption beforehand that they are impossible. Man, himself a
product of the invisible energy that sustains all things, cannot surely
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be in a position to limit the the possibilities of the power that has produced
him.

The unbeliever here says that miracles are inconsistent with our experience,
and opposed to the order of nature, and therefore incredible. This argument
assumes two things that cannot be maintained.—1. That our experience is to
be taken as the measure or standard of what is possible; and that whatever we
have not experienced, in the sense of having witnessed, is to oe rejected; and 2.
That the passive order of nature as we see it, is to be taken as the only phase
in which nature has or ever can appear. The impossibility of maintaining
these propositions will be evident from one or two very simple illustrations.
There are stars and comets, of remarkable beauty, seen in our heavens only once
in a few centuries. Most of these have never been witnessed by the generation
now living upon the earth. Shall we refuse to believe in them because we have
never seen them ? We should be bound to do so if the argument in question
were a correct one. But no one acquainted with the subject of astronomy
would dream of doubting them. Though the belief in their existence is founded
on testimony merely, this belief, on the part of scientific men, amounts to abso-
lute conviction. They believe the testimony, because they know from their
experience of human knowledge and the laws of testimony, that there is no
other explanation to be given of the unanimous agreement of a number of
separate and independent witnesses, who have no personal objects to serve, than
the truthfulness of that which they unanimously testify. A thousand other
illustrations of this point will occur to the reflecting reader, showing that our
own experience is by no means a certain guide in matters of fact; and that
testimony is the most prolific source of all our knowledge. It is a question of
the reliability of the testimony, and not the nature of the thing testified, though
that will doubtless have some weight in the argument.

As to the argument on the passive order of nature: nature is doubtless
passive as we see her; but how shall this be taken to prove that there does not
dwell within her an Operator, who, when the objects of wisdom call for it can,
and does, make Himself her active Master and Controller ? We live too short
a time to justify a negative conclusion on this subject. We are like the insects
of the summer day, who don't live long enough to know the difference between
night and day. A mouse at midnight among the benches of an empty
orchestra, might just as reasonably conclude that there were no performers, as
the philosopher that there is no Mighty Worker in the universe, because he has·
not seen His hand. If the Mighty Worker were to show His presence in works
as evidently impelled by intelligent volition as a philosopher's movements in
his library, would not the philosopher then believe ? Doubtless. Facts are his
teacher; and one fact would be received as well as another. Suppose, however,
though not permitted himself to. witness such a supreme phenomenon, it is
credibly testified to him by many others who have in past ages witnessed it, is
he not bound to receive it ? Unquestionably. He shows it by believing in the
stars and comets he has never seen, and cannot see, unless he lives a thousand
years. Here, again, it may be remarked, that the mere abstract possibility of
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such a thing would not be worth discussing, if the evidence of Divine operation
and revelation were not one of the most palpable things in human history. The
value of the considerations passed in review lies in showing that the present
passiveness of nature cannot be philosophically treated as a barrier to the recep-
tion of the fact of Divine activity in nature, if such fact is credibly testified.

But it is said again—(and here perhaps is the argument that has weighed
most with thinking minds)—that miracles cannot be useful, because in their
nature they are inscrutable, and therefore, cannot in true logic be so connected
with that which we do not know as to prove anything. The maintainers of
this argument contend that morals exist independently of miracle, and that
miracle cannot impart increased obligation to duty, and that therefore in the
nature of things, they cannot be mixed. The class with whom this sort of
argument weighs, maintain that morality is more respectable without miracle
than when supported by it, and that for their part, they would rather have the
ethics of Greece without prodigy than the precepts of the Bible based on
miracle.

The argument is plausible, but fundamentally fallacious. It assumes a
theory on the subject of " morals " which cannot stand—a theory which em-
bodies the gratuitous conception of ancient philosophic speculation which is
not only not demonstrated, but upset both by modern research and the teach-
ing of Scripture. The theory makes " right " and " wrong " a fixed quality or
essence, and conscience, the natural capacity of the mind to discern between
one and the other. We had occasion in the consideration of the ways of
Providence to discuss this point, and need not repeat. The theory is perfectly
natural at the first stage of reflection on the subject. Men have looked at it in
the light of their feelings. Experiencing a certain sort of " light within," they
have assumed that this is a sort of inseparable attribute of human mentality
with corresponding fixed qualities of right and wrong in the constitution of
things around. They ought to have extended their enquiries on the subject,
and they would have discovered their conclusions to be out of harmony with
the facts. They ought to have asked if all men possessed this moral discern-
ment, and if in any man it existed independently of education. It would have
been found that multitudes of men are devoid of the moral discernments that
exercise educated persons, and that no man is born into the world with know-
ledge on any subject, but has to be carefully instructed, and that if he be not
so instructed, either by direct tuition or by the example and talk of others, he
will grow up a barbarian. Further investigation and reflection would have led
to the discovery that right and wrong are relative ideas only, and that the
only standard of their application is the revealed will of God. Those things
are wrong which He forbids, and those things right which He commands.
When men are ignorant of those, they are ignorant of right and wrong. Most
men's knowledge on these points are but the diluted ideas that have filtered
down society from originally divine sources, but which have become corrupted
by admixture.

The application of these principles to the subject in hand lies here: if
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morality be the obedience of the commandments of God, how can morality
exist without the conviction that the commandments proposed for obedience
are the commandments of God ? And how can this conviction be produced apart
from some evidence along with and outside the commandments themselves, to
show that God is the Author of them? and what could be evidence on this
point short of miracle ? Those who contend that miracle is no proof in the
case, surely fail to apprehend the nature of miracle and its relation to Jehovah's
claim on our obedience. The foundation of the claim is the assertion that He
has made all things: that'they are all His; and that He upholds them by His
power. Now is not this assertion proved by the exhibition of perfect control
over the forces of heaven and earth ? Who but the upholder could instanta-
neously arrest the storm in its fury, as on the sea of Galilee ? or suddenly
combine the elements going to constitute bread, as in the feeding of five
thousand men with a few loaves? or in a moment alter the conditions causing
disease, and so by a word healing all manner of sickness among the people ?
And who could thus control but the Upholder ? and who could uphold but the
Maker ? And this is what it is necessary to prove before the foundation for
obedience can be felt to exist.

The connection between miracle and morality, therefore, so far from being
unnatural, is inseparable, when the nature of morality is apprehended. There
cannot be true morality until the foundation for it is established by the demon-
stration of the divinity of the commandments set forth for obedience. And
this demonstration requires miracle, for apart from miracle there could be no
such demonstration. The objection to miracle, therefore, on the ground of its
needlessness, is the weakest of all the weak objections that in modern days
have shaken public confidence in the very basis of revelation. We have shown
that miracles are necessary: that they are possible: that they are not inconsistent
with the established order of nature. The only question remaining is, have
they occurred ? This is an affair of testimony. The testimony is abundant:
it is specific; it is spread over a long period of the world's history; it is given
by the best of mankind. The fact of its delivery and the result are seen in the
existence of any little good there is to be found in the constitution of society
as it is in the present day. The whole case, as a matter of testimony, is invul-
nerable; it is established beyond the possibility of logical overthrow.
The sole reason for its non-reception by the wise of our day is their
assumption beforehand, that the testimony is to a thing that is impossible.
Their position in the matter is the extreme of logical absurdity.

It does not come within the scope of the articles thus commenced to discuss
the value of the testimony. That is a separate line of investigation, running
into the Bible True department. The present aim will be to rehearse the mirac-
ulous occurrences testified, with the object of illustrating the nature of them,
and their necessity for the accomplishment of the ends in view.

EDITOR.
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SUNDAY Μ0ΚΝΠΓ& AT THE BIRMINGHAM OHEISTADELPHIAN

EOOLESIA, No. 127.

* i Ε xliort one another daily . ' ' — - Ρ Α υ L .

W E ARE here this morning to build one
another up in the faith that has come by
Jesus Christ. There are various ways of
doing this. Certainly none is more effectual
than the one which is touched in a saying
of Christ's read in our hearing this morn-
ing. He said to the Jews who opposed
him, " I f ye believe not me, believe the
works.'1 Here was an appeal to evidence

to facts. He bases his claim to be
received as the Messiah on reasons in the
shape of facts which could not be ex-
plained apart from his possession of that
character. He told his disciples that the
Jews would be held responsible for their
rejection of him on this very ground,—
that they had had evidence placed before
them which could not be mistaken. He
said, " If I had not done among them the
works which none other man did, THEY
HAD NOT HAD SIN : but now have they
botb seen and hated both me and my
Father,"—(John xv. 24). The works he
did were of a nature riot to be explained
away. They could not be understood on
any principle except that God was with
the worker of them. This was recognised
by the Jews themselves as appears from
the words of Nicodemus, one of their
leading men, who eame to see Jesus by
night. He said, "Rabbi, WE KNOW that
thou art a teacher come from God; for
no man can do these miracles that thou doest
except God be vjith him.1'—(Jno. iii. 2). As
a matter cf fact, it is testified that
" among the chief rulers, many believed
on him ; but because of the Pharisees,
they did not confess him, lest they should
be put out of the synagogue, for they

loved the praise of men more than the
praise of God.—(Jno. xii. 42).

The works that Jesus did were all of a
character to cairy with them the con-
viction of his divinity. They were not
like the feats of sorcerers or the perform-
ances of wizards and magicians. They
were not done secretly. They were not
done in the dark. They required no
appliances. They were done in the open
day, and by means beyond human control,
such as when with a word, he cured in an
instant a dying child at a long distance
off, or quelled a storm with a command,
or walked on the sea by his will, or fed
thousands with a few loaves. It was to
such things he appealed when John the
Baptist, languishing in prison, began to
wonder at the delay in the effectuation of
the Messianic mission, and sent two of
his disciples with the question: " A r t
thou he that should come, or look we for
another? We are informed (Luke vii.
21) that " in the same hour, Jesus cured
many of their infirmities and plagues and
of evil spirits; and unto many that were
blind he gave sight. Then Jesus answer-
ing said unto them, Go your way and tell
John what things YE HAVE SEEN AND
HEARD, how that the blind see, the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed^ the deaf hear,
the DEAD ARE RAISED, and to the poor

the gospel is preached."
To the Pharisees he said, " If I do not

the works of my Father, believe me not.11

In these few and simple words, he throws
down a challenge to reason which cannot
be successfully taken up. They are words
that cover the whole ground of revelation.
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They illustrate the nature of God's whole
appeal to man. It is an appeal to facts,
God asks no man to believe without giving
him a reason for believing. From the
time Moses wrought his three signs in the
presence of the elders ot Israel, in proof
that the message he brought was from
God, to the day (1,500 years afterwards)
when " with great power gave the apostles
witness of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus " (Acts iv. 33), God confirming
their words with signs following (Mark
xvi. 20)—throughout the whole of that
protracted period, human submission was
never required except on the strength of
facts reasonably demanding it. Our
position this morning is of that character.
In the faith we exercise and the obedience
we render to Christ, we stand on facts to
a much greater extent than most people
realise. It is by no means purely a
matter of faith, in the popular sense of
the term. The work of God is already
largely accomplished. We are not like
Abraham who merely had a promise of
Christ. We haye had Christ himself in
the accomplishment of a part of his work.
True, Abraham had angelic visits, which
we have not, and thus our cases are
equalised. We live not in the age of the
prophets, but more than any previous
generation^ we live in the age of prophecy
fulfilled. We look back on a 3,000 years'
fulfilment, embracing every topic with
which prophecy deals, except the culmi-
nating glory. Surveying that extensive
retrospect, we see Babylon brought to
nothing, Persia overthrown by Greece,
Egypt reduced to political baseness, Moab,
Ammon, Tyre, Syria and other adjacent
countries desolated, Jesus born at Bethle-
hem, despised and rejected, wounded and
slain in the house of his friends. Israel
dispersed among the nations and Jerusa-
lem downtrodden of the Gentiles for
centuries, and Rome in varied foretold
phases in political and ecclesiastical j
ascendancy over " peoples and multitudes
and nations and tongues." In our own

days, before our own eyes, we see the
nations armed, through French influence :
Turkey at the verge of dissolution
through political evaporation : and
Israel's land and people coming into
remembrance after a long night of neglect
and forgetfulness.

This mighty record of prophecy ful-
filled is a more powerful testimony to the
divinity of our foundation, than would be
prophecy uttered in our midst; for in that
case, we should have to wait to see if
it came to pats, whereas here is the
evidence complete before our eyes of the
truth of what Paul says, that God " at
sundry times, and in divers manners,
spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets."

Non-thinking, or unprincipled men,
affect to make light of fulfilled prophecy,
as if it proved nothing. No man, exer-
cising a competent reason, can think in
this manner. It requires but a moment's
reflection to perceive that there is no
prophetic power in the earth at the
present time. There are two features in
English public life that would be sure,
under the strain of human avarice, to
have brought it to the front, if it had
existed anywhere: viz., the Stock Ex-
change and racecourse. We are all
aware that a day's foreknowledge, in
either of these institutions, would enable
its possesser to make a fortune at a
sweep. Yet behold the helplessness of
the astutest of men with regard to the
events of twenty-four hours ahead ! Why
is it that, with the highest development
of the human intellect, and the pro-
foundest knowledge of nature yet attained
in human history, there should be a total
absence of prophetic power, while this
prophetic power was a common feature
of Jewish history up to a certain point ?
It is evident there was a something
operating then that is not operating now.
The Jewish race are as numerous now
as then, yet the Jews are as barren as the
Gentiles of the prophetic gift. The Jews
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have had no prophets among them for
J,800 years. What is the explanation?
It is furnished by a prophecy in Amos
(viii. Π), where, amongst other con-
sequences of Israel's incorrigible dis-
obedience, this is decreed : " Behold the
days come, saith the Lord God, that I
will send a famine in the land,—not a
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,
but of hearing the words of the Lord. And
they shall wander from sea to sea, and
from the north even to the east. They
shall run to and fro, and seek the word
of the Lord, but they shall not find it."
By Micah also (chapter iii. 6-7) it was
foretold that vision should cease, and
that there should be no answer from God.
By this the disappearance of prophecy is
explained; but, at the same time, the
divinity of former prophecy is proved,
for here is prophecy fulfilled, and the
strangest of all prophecy, viz,, a prophecy
that prophecy should cease for a time.
If prophecy were a natural power, in the
sense contended for by the disbelievers of
prophecy, here is a curious phenomenon
for them to explain—natural power pro-
phesying that natural power shall cease ;
that is, prophesying an impossibility, ac-
cording to the naturalist hypothesis, for,
by that hypothesis, the ways of nature are
immutable^their great argument against
miracle). '• But there is something tougher
still for th"e~ naturalist to deal with. If
prophecy, as a natural gift (!), is so
accurate in its forecasts as to be sus-
pended in accordance with its own pre-
diction, what reason can he show for not
expecting all its other forecasts to be
realised as well ? Why not the Jewish
restoration ? the kingdom of God ? the
coming of Christ ? the resurrection of the
dead ?—for all these are explicitly fore-
told by the same '* sure word of pro-
phecy" that foretold the disappearance
of prophecy.

The subject is involved in hopeless em-
barrassments away from the simple and
inevitable explanation that God spoke by

the prophets, enabling them as Daniel
expressed it to show what should come to
pass hereafter. This is the only view
admissible in view of all the facts : a view
that brings with it the glorious guarantee
of good things to come, even those
covenanted mercies to the fathers which
God has sworn by Himself to bring to
pass on earth when there shall be no
more curse, no more pain, no more death;
but when the earth shall be a scene
of effective and glorious and joyful life ro
the glory of Him from whose hand all
things have come.

" I f ye believe not me, believe the
works." Men may fail in capacity to
discern that Christ himself is an all-
sufficient reason for believing in him,
even apart from the evidence of his
" works." Christ allows the possibility of
such infirmity. But a man must be far
below the ordinary level of reason who
can shut his eyes to the significance of
his "works." From the place where we
stand in the nineteenth century, we must
comprise in these works the works of the
apostles : for the works of the apostles
were the works of Christ. They did them
in his name and by his power. It is im-
possible to separate the apostles from
Christ. Some in our day would make a
distinction. They say, '4 Give us the
words of Christ: we do not care so much
for the apostles." This is altogether
artificial and false. It is in flat contra-
diction to Christ's own declaration to the
disciples in sending them forth: '* He
that heareth you heareth me: he that
despiseth youdespiseth me, and he that
despiseth me, despiseth Him that sent
me." By this rule, the man who slights
the apostles slights God. It is what John
said: " We are of God : he that knoweth
God heareth us : he that is not of God
heareth not us. Hereby know we the
spirit of truth and the spirit of error."—
(1 Jno. iv. 6). A man's treatment of the
apostles is therefore a test of his position
before God. To talk of preferring the
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words of Christ to the words of the
apostles is to speak unenlightenedly(

Jesus and the disciples were u all one /
as he prayed the Father that it might be.
—(Jno. xvii. 21). Jn considering the
" works" oi Christ, we must therefore
include the apostles, not that when Jesus
spoke of them to the Pharisees he meant
to include them: because at that time,
the apostolic work was an affair 01
futurity, but standing where we do, and
looking back, we must take the apostolic
work into account as part of the 4t works "
that bear testimony that Christ is of
God.

It may be said we live too late in the
day to be witnesses of the apostolic work,
seeing the apostles are in their graves
and their work a long-past affair. The
remark is true, but there is a sense in
which they "being dead yet speak."
They have left their mark behind them.
The evidence of their work is before our
eyes. What is the meaning of Christen-
dom ? How come whole nations to
profess the name of Christ in ever so
nominal a way ? How come there to be
State Church establishments throughout
the world? How comes the name of
Christ, in the form of " the year of our
Lord," to be in every legal document
throughout the civilised world ? The
consideration of these simple questions
will guide as into the presence of the
apostles; for no explanation satisfactory
to reason can be given of these facts
apart from what they did in the first
century. What was it they did ? Here,
again, reason demands that it must have
been something extraordinary; for how,
without some extraordinary power at
work, could a company of poor and
illiterate men have succeeded in laying
the foundation of Christendom, in per-
suading thousands, in all parts of the
Roman Empire, to accept a doctrine and
practice which brought upon them the dis-
abilities of the law and the persecution
of the authorities, the alienation of friends,

and the loss of property, reputation, and
liberty—yea, even life itself?

Immeasurably powerful becomes this
argument when we consider what was
their doctrine, and what their argument
in support of it. Our knowledge of these
comes to us with the apostolic writings.
Here, again, we stand face to face with
facts. The New Testament is a fact.
It is not a fact of yesterday. Even if its
age were a matter of doubt, its own
character is conclusive of its genuineness
in every sense, but its age is not in
doubt. Jt comes down to us through
channels excluding the possibility of un-
certainty on this point. It comes down
to us through multitudes in every country,
and in difierent languages, and in multi-
plied copies. It is no private affair.
It has been public property for ages.
We have every guarantee possible in such
a case that the apostolic writings, as we
now have them were in circulation among
Christians of the first centuries during the
lives of the apostles.

From these apostolic writings, then, we
learn that their doctrine was that Jesus
Christ, recently executed in public as a
malefactor, had risen from the dead, as
the beginning or foundation 'of a future
work of God towards the children of men.
Let every one carefully read the Acts of
the Apostles, and he will find that this is
the kernel of the apostolic proclamation.
Their doctrine was a matter of fact—not
of speculation. What proof did they offer
of the fact ? First, their own personal
witness. " We are his witnesses," said
Peter before the Jewish council.—(Acts v.
32). The personal testimony of a man of
proved honesty is always weighty; but
the weight is greatly increased in this
case by the fact, that not only can no
reason be suggested why the witnesses
should speak falsely, but every reason
why their testimony should be in the other
direction. Nothing was to be gained by
testifying to the resurrection but shame,
confusion, imprisonment, and death. An
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habitually honest man may, in an ex-
treme case, be betrayed into untruth when
his interest is served by it ; but when an
honest man persists in a statement that
tells against his dearest interests, what
conclusion is there, but that he speaks what
he believes to be the truth ? This was
the case with the apostles. For three years
and a half, they had been preachers of
righteousness with Christ, calling on the
people to repent. Christ was arrested
and slain. At first, overwhelmed by the
calamity, these men appeared before the
Jewish public, and asserted the resurrec-
tion of Christ as a fact, brought within their
personal cognition by a forty days' asso-
ciation with him after resurrection. Their
testimony was odious to the Jewish autho-
rities, who enjoined silence on them under
the severest penalties. They disregarded
the interdict. They proclaimed the fact
of Christ's resurrection more and more
widely. " We cannot but speak the things
we have seen and heard " (Acts iv. 20)
was their excuse. Their perseverance
cost imprisonment and e^ery undesirable
consequence; but they persevered. It
was not one apostle only: it was twelve.
It was not twelve apostles only: it was a
hundred besides—(Acts i. 15 ; 2 Cor. xv.6).
It was not these only, but the very leader
of the persecution movement, in the very
midst of his most energetic enterprises
against the Christians, suddenly became
a preacher of the resurrection of Christ,
on the ground that Christ had appeared
to him in open daylight, in the pre-
sence of a band of officers, who were
felled to the ground by the glory; and
had left his mark on him in the shape of
closed-up eyes for a season. " This
thing," as he said to king Agrippa, "was
not done in a corner." It was done
openly, in the presence of officials, who
were not produced to contradict Paul,
though the Jews had it in their power to
do so, as also to have closed the mouths
pf the twelve, by producing the body of

the Lord Jesus, if his resurrection had
been an invented story.

But personal witness was not the only
instrumentality employed in producing
conviction of Christ's resurrection. This
was weighty enough ; but as if allowing
the possibility of the people reasonably
fearing some mistake, notwithstanding
the earnestness and unanimity of the
witnesses, God <k confirmed their word
with signs following." So Mark testifies.
—(xvi, 21). So Paul also testifies:
" God also bearing them witness, both
with signs and wonders and divers
miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit.—
(Heb. ii. 4), To this " witness5> Jesus
referred in his promise to the disciples,
fc' When the comforter is come whom I
will send unto you from the Father, even
the spirit of truth, which proceedeth from
the Father, he shall testify of me: and YE
ALSO shall bear witness, because ye have
been with me from the beginning."—
(Jno. xv. 26). To this double witness,
when it came to be a fact, Peter alluded
in the presence of the Jewish Council
when he read " We are his witnesses of
these things, and so is also the Holy Spirit
which God hath given to them that obey Him."
— (Acts v. 32). The form in which the
Spirit bore witness is indicated in the
prayer of the apostles : '· Grant unto thy
servants that with all boldness, they may
speak Thy word, by stretching forth Thine
hand to heal and that signs and wonders
may be done by the name of Thy holy
child Jesus;"—(Acts iv. 29). This
prayer was answered. 4i By the hands
of the apostles, were many signs and
wonders wrought among the people

so much that they brought
forth the sick into the street and laid them
on beds and couches, that at the least the
shadow of Peter passing by might over-
shadow some of them. There came also
a multitude out of the cities round about
unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and
them that were vexed with unclean spirits
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and they were healed everyone.—(Acts
v. 12-15). The natural result of this
exercise of miraculous power in attesta-
tion of the apostolic testimony that
Christ had risen, was to induce extensive
conviction. " Believers were the more
added to the Lord, multitudes both of
men and women."—(verse 14). In the
case of the Samaritans, *' The people
with one accord gave heed to those things
which Philip spake, hearing and seeing
the miracles which he did.—(Acts viii, 6).
In the case of the Asiatics, at the hands
of Paul, " All they that dwelt in Asia,
heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both
Jews'and Greeks. And God wrought
special miracles by the hands of Paul,
so that from his body were brought unto
the sick, handkerchiefs or aprons, and the
diseases departed from them
so mightily grew the word of God and
prevailed."—(Acts xix. 10, 12, 20).

The mighty hold which Christianity
took upon the Roman empire in the first

century in the teeth of the most violent
opposition on the part of the authorities,
cannot be explained apart from these
facts. The perception of this is edifying,
or building up: it imparts strength to the
confidence in which we stand, gives
courage to faith, and resoluteness to our
obedience of Christ, around whom all
these things centre. Shortly our con-
fidence will be justified and rewarded,
by the occurrence of the great event of
which they are to us the guarantee—the
coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ,
who, though absent from the earth so
long, is only absent for a season, during
which he is a watchful spectator of the
work to which we stand related, the
development of a people by trial, in
circumstances of darkness, and weakness,
and downtreading, for the mutual glory
and joy of Christ and them in the day of
his appearing.

EDITOR.

'ALTOGETHER VANIT Y."

[Such the Spirit of God in David—Psalm, xxxix. 4—declares the best estate of mortal
man to be; and such calm reason finds it. This verdict is impressively rendered in the
following lines, copied and transmitted by brother W. Grant, of Edinburgh. They are the
lines of a Gentile poet, who is sufficiently acknowledged in the words of Paul, addressing
the Gentiles: " One of your own poets." They would be inexpressibly dreary, were it not
for the fact that there is another element in human history, of which the lines take no note:
viz., the appearing, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 1,800 years ago, the pledge of
his re-appearance on the scene, in God's good time, to chase vanity for ever from the face of
the earth.—-EDITOR.]

ONCE in the flight of ages past
There lived a man—and who was he ?

Mortal! howe'er thy lot be cast,
That man resembled thee!

Unknown the region of his birth,
The land in which he lived unknown:

His name hath perished from the earth ;
This truth survives alone ;—
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That joy and grief, and hope and fear,
Alternate .triumphed in his breast;

His bliss and woe—a smile, a tear !
Oblivion hides the rest.

The bounding pulse, the languid limb,
The changing spirits rise and fall ;

We know that these were felt by him,
For these are felt by all.

He suffered—but his pangs are o'er;
Enjoyed—but his delights are fled ;

Had friends-^his friends are now no more;
And foes—his foes are dead.

He loved—but whom he loved the grave
Hath lost in its unconscious womb ;

Oh! she was fair! but naught could save
Her beauty from the tomb.

The rolling seasons, day and night,
Sun, moon, and stars, the earth and main,

Erewhile his portion, life and light,
To him exist in vain.

He saw whatever thou hast seen ;
Encountered all that troubles thee ;

He was—whatever thou hast been;
He is—what thou shalt be!

The clouds and sunbeams o'er his eye
That once their shade and glory threw,

Have left, in yonder silent sky,
No vestige where they flew!

The annals of the human race,
Their ruins since the world began,

Of him afford no other trace
Than this—There lived a man.
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THE TEMPLE OF EZEKIEL'S PKOPHEGY.—No. 6.

BY BJIOTHER SULLEY, or NOTTINGHAM.

CURIOSITY respecting the figure seen hj
Ezekiel does not end with the conclusion
that the man of brass represents a mani-
festation of Deity in flesh ; for since
those things which were seen in the
vision are to be realities in the future,
we naturally desire to know their true
relation and character. "We do well,
therefore, to find out who it is that is
worthy of being represented by the
figure of brass, having a flaxen line and
a measuring reed in his hand. Con-
cerning him we read in verse 14,
that " He MADE also posts of threescore
cubits round about the gate." The man
of brass, then, is not merely the measurer
ofjthe temple, but he is also the con-
structor and builder thereof. Can we,
from this, ascertain his name, and iden-
tify his personality ? Let us see.

The prophet Zechariah, chapter vi.
12-13, makes the following annuncia-
tion, " Behold the man, whose name is
the BEANCH ; and he shall grow up out of
his place, and he shall build the temple of
the Lord; and he shall bear the glory,
and shall sit and rule upon His throne;
and he shall be a priest upon His throne,
and the counsel of peace shall be between
them both." Here, then, we have the
name of the temple builder. He is
styled " The Branch." But who among
the posterity of Adam bears such a
name ? Do we know such an one ? If
some of our contemporaries are right,
we do not. The Jews, for instance,
while having hope in a future re-builder
of Zion, while expecting great things
from one who is called The Branch, who
is to set up an ensign for the nations,
and assemble the outcasts of Israel,
and gather together the dispersed of
Judah from the four corners of the earth
(Isa. xi. 2, 3, 5, 12), while believing that
a righteous Ruler will come, and that in
" His day Judah shall be saved, and
Israel shall dwell safely" (Jer. xxiii.
5-6), they utterly deny the Nazarene
has any connection with the good things
for which they look. They are as blind
to the glorious things which must be
fulfilled in him, as we were when asso-
ciated with the names and denominations

called "Christian," from whom we are
now completely severed. No wonder the
Jews reject the "Christian" (?) doctrine
concerning their Messiah ; but surely any
Jew, who can discern things that differ
and will take the trouble to investigate
the matter, must see what a different
doctrine we accept. Oh, that there were
with us a tongue of wisdom, to appeal
with awakening power to the sons of
Israel, who see not the light shining from
the prophetic page ! Perhaps, even at
the writer's invitation, some of the out-
cast race may deign to listen to a friendly
voice, and, considering questions here
propounded, may find an answer in the
peace which is now denied unto them.

Does not Jeremiah affirm that the
name of your Messiah " shall be The
Lord our righteousness ? "—(Jer. xxiii.
6). Question: In what way is your
Messiah to become your righteousness?
Why not search and look for the answer
in the records ? Yea, let us also reason
together a little. If a man is himself
righteous, he does not require another to
be his righteousness. If a nation is itself
righteous, there is no necessity for a
Messiah to deliver him from sin, desola-
tion, and death. Now a Jew witnesseth
that u there is not a man that sinneth
not" — (1 Kings viii. 46). Therefore,
there is neither individual nor national
righteousness for thee, Ο Israel! unless
ye partake of the righteousness of another.
And since your law (which is given to
you by the Creator of all things) permits
a woman to be a partaker of the privi-
leges which come through the circum-
cision of her father, though not herself
circumcised, why may not a Jew partake
of benefits which come through the
righteousness of another ? Search and
look ! Then the question arises, in what
way is such a righteous medium of bles-
sing to be provided ? Listen. Isaiah
testifies, chapter xlix. 8, that Messiah
shall be given for a covenant

of the people. How understandest thou
him ? Do not the records of thy
fathers show, that when two or more
parties enter into a covenant, that a third
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sotnetMng is required, by which the
transaction is sealed and made sure ?
Now, between God and man this some-
thing is a sacrifice, else what is the
meaning of all the beasts on Jewish
altars slain ? To give Messiah, then, for
a covenant, is to give him as a sacrifice.
Turn not from us in disgust, and say,
"Ye are Gentile dogs," and "know not
the law." Remember that your father
Abraham was called of God when yet a
Gentile, before circumcision was com-
manded. And, if dogs do partake of the
crumbs which fall from the children's
table (Matt. xv. 26-27), remember that
the neck of the children has been long
under Gentile heel; and learn the lesson
which the Father teaches thereby ? Let
not tradition cause thee to despise Peter,
Paul, James and John, nor deter thee from
considering the things written by them.
Have you been persecuted, hated, and
hounded from city to city by some who
call themselves followers of those worthy
men and their Master — Jesus — the
Anointed One — Messiah ? Remember
such professors are not the disciples
of him whose name they profess to bear.
True disciples love thee, and would not
hurt a hair of thy head. Judge not
according to appearance, but judge
righteous judgment. How fully en-
dowed with wisdom would you esteem us,
if we formed our opinion of your nation
by degraded and grovelling specimens of
your race? Are we to estimate the
character of those worthy men, who
prophesied to you in the days of old, by
what we read of Saul, Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram? Neither do you adjudge the
word of the gospel unworthy of regard,
because of the wickedness which is per-
petrated in the name of Christ. Search
the records! Not only of thy fathers,
but also the things that are written by
the apostles, lest you fail to learn the
meaning of your prophets and miss the
blessings of the Messiah.

Leaving our friends to cogitate upon
the things above written, we will now
consider the question as to whom it is of
all the sons of men that can appropriately
be called " the Branch," for he it is who
is entitled to build the temple of the
Lord. Turning to the Apocalypse, we
read, chapter xxii. 17, " I JESUS have
sent mine angel, to testify unto you these
things in the Churches. I am the root
and the offspring of David." Jesus
affirms that he is " the root and off-
spring of David," because he was born

unto David, in the manner described by
Luke. Being the manifestation of the
Father (I Tim. iii. 16)—who brought
David into existence, and sustained him
in life—and also "the seed of David
according to the flesh" (Luke i. 31-35;
Rom. i. 3), he was both Son of David
and Son of God; and therefore that
"Righteous Branch" which Jeremiah
testified should grow up out of David's
roots—(lsa. ix. 1 ; Jer. xxiii. 5 ; xxxii.
15). He is now in the heavens, in the
presence of the Father; but he will
shortly return from thence (Heb. ix. 6-
12, 24-28 ; Lev. ix. 23-24 ; Rev. xxii. 7),
and afterwards he will stand in "the gate "
of the newly-erected temple, ready to bless
the people,* holding in his hand

A LACE OF FLAX.

From a cursory glance at the figure of
brass, or a superficial consideration of
the thing written, we might be led to
suppose that the line held in his hand is
for the purpose of taking large dimen-
sions. Modern architects, it is true, use
both a staff and a tape, the former when
taking short measurements, and the
latter under certain circumstances for
measuring long distances. No skilled
constructor, however, would think of
using a tape to set out a building, or to
take an accurate measure of any exist-
ing structure. Measurements of precision
must be taken, or laid down with the
rod, the best material for which is of
wood. A line of flax would not be suit-
able for such measurements. Even
modern tape measures having metal in-
wrought in their substance are found
utterly untrustworthy where accurate
setting-out is necessary, how much more
unsuitable would be a flaxen cord, how-
ever deftly wrought ? Again, in no case
throughout the description of the temple
and its measurements is any measure-
ment said to be taken with a line. It is
not even called a measuring line.
Moreover when the angel measures the
outside of the house (a distance of 500
reeds),. it is expressly stated that the
measurement is taken with the reed.—
(xliii. 15-19). Five hundred reeds is a
considerable distance, and if the line
were intended to be used as some suppose,

* Brother Tliirtle translates verse 3 as fol-
lows : " And he brought me thither, and behold
a man, whose appearance is as the appearance
of copper, with a lace of flax in his hand, and a
measuring reed, and he stands in the gate."
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surely this is a case when such a selec-
tion would have been made.

From these considerations, it is reason-
able to conclude that something more
important is to be understood by the
" line of flax " than is generally supposed.
The mere distinction of measuring
instruments is a trivial matter in view
of the important character of the vision
we are considering. Dr. Thomas remarks
somewhere in Eureka, that the things
seen by Ezekiel were of deep spiritual sig-
nificance ; probably a spiritual significance
underlies the particular matter we are
contemplating. Of course no reference
is made to the nonsense poured out by
some learned men called '· Christian."
These gentlemen, however much they
are to be admired for their critical know-
ledge of the text, appear the reverse of
wise when they express what they think
to be its " spiritual" significance.

The following comment upon the
measurements of the holy oblation (chap,
xlv),, by one who has published an
otherwise learned translation of Ezekiel
will serve for an illustration :—" The
" frequent occurrence of the number five
" in the measurements is remarkable ;
" and if we consider, that God has fitted
" in the human hand five instruments by
" which man fashions to his will the
"materials of the world—that these are
" the measures of His power over them—
" we may be instructed by this passage
u to believe that every Christian state is
" bound to provide for the maintenance
" of pure and undefiled religion, according
" to the measure of its power in the earth."
This absurd production would have
been unworthy of notice had not the
author been a " learned " religious guide
and that it may serve to show how
completely outside the line of truth these
people have wandered. Ah! if they
would become as "little children " (Matt.
xviii. 3), then their dark mind might be
able to see what "pure and undefiled
religion " is, and then there might exist
in this the last days of Gentile supremacy,
a sort of parallel to that which happened
in the first century when a " great com-
pany of the priests '' became obedient to
the faith.—(Acts vi. 7). Is the case of
these men hopeless ? In the majority of
instances we know it is so. Let us, how-
ever, do our part towards the end of
enlightening some who may be suffi-
ciently " wise" to listen to the invitation
which comes to all appearance from
"foolish men."

The spiritual meaning of the things
symbolised are not of an imaginary
order. They are realities of a most
distinctive kind. The symbol of the
man of brass for instance, portrays the
manifestation of a person who had not
been born when the vision was given to
Ezekiel. Since then, however, his
manifestation has taken place. It was a
real person who spoke with the fisher-
men of Galilee. He ate and drank with
them before he ascended to the right
hand of the Majesty in the heavens
(Luke xxiv. 42-43 ; Acts x. 41), and he
is just as much a reality now as he was
then, and will be so when he returns.—
(Acts i. 11). Moreover being now
immortalized, he is the Lord the
Spirit, possessing a spiritual body.—
(1 Cor. xv. 43-53). He is the spiritual
counterpart of the symbol. So also with
the line of flax, whatever may be the
spiritual significance pertaining thereun-
to. Let us see then, if we can gather
the nature of the thing signified.

There are two places only in the tem-
ple vision, where the line is mentioned,
and in each of these places a different
Hebrew word is used. One occurrence
is in the verse we are considering, and
the other is in chap, xlvii. 3. The word
translated "*line " in the last mentioned
place is kav, and is found in the fifteen
other verses of the A.V. These occur-
rences by no means exclude the idea of
measure. It is the particular modern
technical sense of a lineal measuring
cord which we require to put on one side,
if those fifteen verses are duly considered.
And in some cases where the word kav
is used, operations are indicated which
are not of the nature of measuring with
a line, for instance, in the second book of
Kings, chap. xxi. 13, Jehovah says " I
will stretch over Jerusalem the line (kav)
of Samaria, and the plummet of the
house of Ahab: and I will wipe Jerusa-
lem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping
it and turning it upside down;"
also Jeremiah in his Lamentations,
chapter ii. verse 8 says " The Lord hath
purposed to destroy the walls of the
daughter of Zion ; he hath stretched out
a line (kav), He hath not withdrawn His
hand from destroying." Again Isaiah,
addressing Tarshish, says " Go, ye swift
messengers, to a nation scattered and
peeled, to a people terrible from their
beginning hitherto ; a nation meted out
and trodden under foot (or of line and
line, and treading under foot)—(Isaiah
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xviii. 2). In these testimonies we have
the idea of apportionment, such as divid-
ing off a country to destruction, &c. The
measure of destruction to Jerusalem was
to be according to what Samaria suffered
and is likened to a measured line stretch-
ed out, and Israel was to be divided off

for punishment, and to receive woe by
apportionment, according to a series of
such lines. The production of further
testimony however, and the application
of premisses laid down, must be deferred
to another number.

(To be continued.)

EXTRACTS ΓΚ0Μ COKKESPONDENOE.

(The Editor considers himself at liberty to quote from letters that are not marked "private." When
so marked, the mark should be inside of the letter on the top of the first page, and not on the outside of
the envelope. If placed on the outside of the envelope, it is liable to lead to delay in the letter

being attended to.)

BROTHER OLIVER, Strathern—"I am won-

derfully pleased with the tract project: it is
something for the rank and file to do; please
to send me 100 of the new one mentioned
on first page of this month's Christo-delphian,
and continue to send 100 per month as they
are ready, the whole year; they are so
cheap that they may be scattered like
autumn leaves."

" Brother J. HOWATSON, Maybole.—" Send
200 of the tract Λ Christadelphian's Dying
Message. I intend having the new tracts
regularly for distribution, if our Father
permit. You might write one, if you
thought it advisable, on the Scripture
doctrine of eternal life. Our revival friends
here are always telling the people the
moment they believe they get eternal life.
I would like something to disprove this."
[It shall be done if the Lord permit.—
EDITOR.]

Sister L. P. CHITTY, Frome.—" Please for-
ward a copy of Seasons of Comfort to brother
Kelly, care of brother Boyley, Pietermaritz-
burgh, South Africa. Brother and sister
Kelly left Radstock for Natal, last April, but
they would be glad to return home. They
say they have a little more money but not
the slightest comfort. They live thirteen
miles from the brethren and feel their
isolation extremely. Seasons of Comfort,
will, I trust, prove a comfort and blessing
to them. [We hear similar reports from
others. Brother Boyley writes that it is
now difficult to induce any one in the
colony to nominate a stranger for a free
passage, and. that the authorities will no
longer accept his nomination. In addition

to this, the native war is spreading, and as
volunteers enough cannot be had, the
government is pressing the colonists by
conscription into the military service. There
does not seem to be refuge from trouble
anywhere in this evil time. —EDITOR.]

Brother J. ROBERTSON, Dumfries.—" I am
under a deep debt of gratitude to you for
the enlightening influence of your Twelve
Lectures upon my darkened understanding,
which led me to a study of God's word,
with the result of leading me to an ac-
ceptance of the truth as it is in Jesus, and
to putting on in his appointed way, his
sin-covering name. I am now a candidate
for that glorious reward promised upon
faith, obedience, and a continuance in well
doing. That I have not acknowledged
this debt sooner may seem strange. [No,
brother Robertson; the debt is not to us.
We have only done our duty in seeking to
circulate a knowledge of what God has
revealed. Your discharge of a similar duty
to others is the best acknowledgment.—
EDITOR.] Only you have now my assurance
it has always been felt, and the reason of its
tardiness is the impression, well founded
I believe, that thanks from me is not the
reward you desire. But to-night I am
feeling confident that such an acknowledg-
ment is only meet, and in this my sister
wife sincerely joins. We are alone in the
truth here, but in conjunction with the
brethren at Dalbeattie and brother Robinson,
of Timpland Village (also brought to the
truth through Twelve Lectures') have made
arrangements with brother Ashcroft to
come and deliver three lectures here, and
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two at Dalbeattie, commencing 'on Sunday,
14th inst."

Brother J. HAWKINS, Grantham.—" I have
forwarded herewith a versification of Psalm
xc. Upon the subject of the use of the
Psalms, Dr. Thomas said a many years
since: "These songs are full to overflowing
" of the things pertaining to Christ. They
" celebrate his sufferings—his resurrection—
"his exaltation—his heroism—his kingly
" glory—the splendour of his dominion that
"is to be—the resurrection of the dead—
" the fall of anti-Christ—the benignity of
" his reign—the prosperity of the righteous
" —their glory and renown—the overthrow
"of the nations—the restoration of Israel—
" the riches of the world, &c. All these
"things and more, they set forth to the
" admiration and inspiration of the diligent
" student of the sure prophetic word.' He
adds, 'they are converted into nonsense by
Dr. Watts."

ELIZABETH DEANE, of New Westminster,

British Columbia (ordering a variety of
books), adds: " I have but little time, or I
should like to say something on the subject
of fraternity, as I see very clearly that I
ought to be immersed in the name of the
Lord Jesus; but there are hindrances.
There are none here but the orthodox de-
nominations ; and I presume (but have not
inquired) that they would require me to
give in my adhesion to the doctrines of
eternal torments in hell for the wicked, the
unconditional immortality of the soul, the
co-eternity of Christ with the Father, the
spiritual rather than the personal reign of
Christ, &c, which I could not do. I have
been seeking the truth for years. I have
read the Twelve Lectures, Jesus Christ and
Him Crucified, Man Mortal, Prophecy and
the Eastern Question. Everlasting Punish-
ment not Eternal Torments, Diabolism, Is
the Bible Divine ? Discussion between Robert
Roberts and Charles Bradlaugh, Is Jesus the
Messiah ? Discussion between Robert Roberts
and Lotus Stern ; and I feel convinced that
the orthodox teaching on the doctrines I
have named, and many others, is not the
teaching of the Bible; and I desire (oh! so
much!) to join myself to the Lord and his
people, in his own way. I hope to be in
England in the course of next summer, and
then I purpose to present myself as a candi-

date for baptism. In the meantime, may I
ask your prayers in my behalf? "

BRO. F. D. TUTTLE, Fitchburg, Mass.,
U.S.A.: " We wish much in the midst of our
isolation that we could partake of the comfort,
the strength, and the growth -producing
influences which the work of the truth has
developed in Britain in respect of numbers,
and the privileges and opportunities which
we in America cannot possess. If su ch thing
were practicable, we should be glad to co-
operate in a scheme which should enable
brother Ashcroft, or some able and faithful
brother, to locate permanently in America,
or even to undertake a lecturing tour
amongst us. Also, we would like to express
to the brethren in Britain, through you,
that the great manufacturing section in
which Fitchburg, Worcester, and Boston are
situated, affords the best prospect for emigra-
tion to all engaged in mechanical work.
We should enjoy much the privilege of help-
ing to locate some worthy fellow-servants
in Fitchburg, if the Deity would so direct.

Praying for the guardianship and increase
of God, in the lives of all who are taught
of Him, and for the speedy exaltation of His
sons, at the coming forth of the Great High
Priest, I subscribe myself, on behalf also of
my father and mother, your brother in the
adoption of sons."

BROTHER S. S. OSBORNE, Haverfordwest :

" No doubt you will be rather surprised to
receive a letter from this part of Wales. I
removed here from London last week. I
think I am the only brother here for sixty
miles round. I am very isolated, and will
appreciate the ChristadelpMan very much
indeed, also the Seasons of Comfort. I am
doing all I can for the dissemination of the
truth in Haverfordwest. The people here
seem quite ignorant of the purpose of God
in the future to establish a glorious kingdom
upon the earth. May the time soon come
when the darkness that now covers the
earth, and gross darkness the people, will
be dissipated by the shining forth of the
great Sun of Righteousness. Until that
comes, we must do our duty in proclaiming
the truth to those who are in darkness,
looking unto Him who giveth the in-
crease."

Brother OWLER, of London.—" The en-
closed cuttings will doubtless be of interest
to you and the brethren in general. Con-
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siderable uproar was made in Devonshire
by the Anglo-Israelites for the past eighteen
months; and the 'Rev.' Rector of Shilling-
ford did his best to uphold the theory.
Having renounced—I admire his courage—
it is just possible his following may do
likewise. Let us hope so; and that the
published debate on the subject may yet be
more widely read."

The cuttings referred to in brother
Owler's letter are 1. A letter to a North
Devon journal (Fact, Nov, 11th); and, 2. A
report of an anti-Anglo-Israelite meeting.
The letter is as follows: " Sir,—In the
Banner of Israel, of Oct. 6th ult., there is
an extract, purporting to be taken from No.
8 of Fact, which reads as follows : 'Philo-
Israel, so I am informed by one of his
disciples, has drawn thousands under his
banner, among them many clergymen of the
Church of England : e.g., Bourchier Wrey
Savile, rector of Shillingford, &c.' As the
clergyman thus alluded to, will you permit
me to state, through your columns, that
though for a time a believer in the ethno-
graphical branch of the subject, viz., the
possibility of the Saxon race being of
Israelitish descent, after a careful examina-
tion for the third time of the evidence
adduced by its supporters in favour of the
Anglo-Israel theory, I am convinced of my
error; and that Messrs. Longmans are about
to publish a pamphlet to that effect. May I
add, that I think it is a mistake to say there
are "many clergyman of the Church of
England " who believe in the theory. There
are upwards of 22,000 names on the Clergy
List. I have invited " Philo-Israel" to pro-
duce the names of fifty clergymen of the
Established Church who accept it. He has
given me the names «of eight, and I do not
think he can add the names of any more.—
Yours faithfully, Bourchier Wrey Savile,
Rector of Shillingford.' "

BROTHER ROBERT WILSON, Kakanui, New
Zealand : u In 1866 I got a read of your
Twelve Lectures, from Mr. Calder, of Carer-
sham (New Zealand), and was quite con-
vinced of the truth. I have been studying
the Scriptures ever since. I was baptised
by brother George Adams, and I baptised
him, as there were only two of us here
then, but now three; and there are two or
three more nearly wholly convinced. My
age is sixty-eight.-—In reading the 15th

chapter of 1 Cor. 24-28, an idea occurred
to me that, after the millennium is passed,
and Christ gives up the kingdom to God,
that God will be all in all, signifying that
the Father will be ever present with His
redeemed children; and, by drawing an
analogy, I thought that the same process
had taken place with the so-called planets
Mercury and Venus, as being nearest the
sun, and that they had passed their stage of
probation probably tens of thousands of
years ago (and no doubt that is where the
angels came from that visited Abraham and
the ancient fathers; and our great King is
there at present, waiting for the command
to return to the earth to take possession of
the government thereof; or, more probably,
He is in the sun, where the mighty intelli-

1 gences evidently dwell, who, through the
power invested in them by the Supreme
Deity, have caused the formation of the
planetary system). Also, that "Mars"
would be the next planet, after the Earth,
to enter the list of trial or development,
and that the like process would gradually
overtake the other planets in rotation."

[Whatever is not testified is speculative;
and speculation, though interesting, is un-
safe. We are unfit to suggest or conceive
how the Eternal Father should proceed in
the development of His glorious work in the
universe. Suffice it for us, dwellers on the
earth, that God has covenanted the ever-
lasting inheritance thereof to Abraham and
his seed, and the permanence of the throne
of David as " the sun " and " the days of
heaven." Much interesting information on
other points awaits us, if we are accepted as
sons, but only then if the Lord will; for it
is evident that the knowledge of the angels
is limited pertaining to mundane affairs.—
EDITOR.]

MR. WILLIAM SMITH, Blackburn: " I hope
the time is not far hence when I shall have
cause to bless God for the day I met with
Christadelphian publications. For the past
few years I have been studying science,
which has taught me what' life ' is : what
pain is. Although 1 could not reconcile
scientific doctrines with the so-called scrip-
tural doctrines which I have been taught,
yet I had belief, or rather credulity, in the
matter; for I never 'searched the Scrip-
ture?.' Animal life is a force, acting as all
forces only can, upon matter. Death is a
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cessation of this force; and who can com-
prehend the ' force,' or ' soul/ existing after
its cessation ? No wonder that so-called
infidels denied immortality as a natural
consequence of man's existence. And they,
believing the 'orthodox' doctrines to be
Scriptural,, have become alienated from a
book, which set forth some doctrines which
the investigations of science have confirmed.
Burning produces pain, because of the com-
bustion of the carbon in the animal tissue
with the oxygen of the air. What nonsense,
then, to imagine that such combustion can
be taking place eternally in 'hell.' For
such to be possible, man would require to
be of eternal dimensions to produce eternal
combustion. I see things in a different light
now, or rather, in ' the light,' for the past
was shrouded in darkness. I now see how
beautifully science, reason, and the truth
harmonise. I should like some ' Christians'
to tell me the meaning of Ezekiel xxxvii.,
where resurrection is spoken of. God vita-
lises the bodies with one common breath,
not each body with a soul, which has been
waiting to return. My brother (Rev. A.
Smith, of Withnell) teaches the truth, al-
though he is in the ' Church;' and he has
been hated and shunned by many as a
1 heretic' and ' infidel.' But such usage
only shows Christ's words to be true, when
he said that the apostles should be hated,
and that they should suffer at fhe hands of
men, who would imagine they were ' doing
God service.'"

BROTHER SULLEY, Nottingham: " What a
wonderful incident the debate on the Jewish
question in Berlin is ? One's heart is quite
cheered to see the uprise of that national
aversion to Israel, which will bring them
into the dreadful experience of 'Jacob's
trouble.' But Israel shall be saved out of
it. While cheered by this sign of the times,
the Irish difficulty seems to be holding back
Mr. Gladstone from immediate action in the
East. The dispersion of the fleet is a sign
that the Powers desire to pause a little
before proceeding to the settlement of the
Greek question. It is reported that Prince
Bismark thinks the question should be de-
ferred to the spring. If the report be true,
we probably have here an illustration of the
astuteness of the German Chancellor. ' Let
the Irish question be settled before I commit

myself to any course of action,' he may say,
and ' Let me see whether the Liberals are
turned out of office, before I move.' No
doubt all the Continental powers watch
keenly the movements which take place on
the British political chess-board, and will
be more easily led to a policy of delay.
Can Greece be held back ? and, if not, what
will be the political upshot? It would be
interesting to take a glimpse into the future.
Some things we know for certain, such as
that England will be unable to maintain
' the European concert,' lor the Lion power
must come into collision with Russia. But
at what point the concert will be broken is
not revealed, we can only surmise. Think
you that Greece will remain faithful to
England? Surely her allegiance will
tremble in the balance when choice has
to be made between two rival powers?
Should the Irish land agitation and other
difficulties result in the overthrow of the
Liberal party, where is Greece to find an
ally strong enough to protect her against
the Sultan? Will she not, then, seek for
support in another quarter? Then, sup-
pose the Liberals are confirmed in office,
one of two things are likely to happen, I
think: either the powers will move to help
Greece to attain to the acquisition of her new
frontier, or she will herself move, and may
force England and Russia to unite against
Turkey, in order to protect the tiny king-
dom. In the first case, England's influence
would not be much enhanced at Athens;
and, in the second, she would become
almost dominant. Now, we know that
England is the future ' King of the South,'
and is now moving into position; and if the
ancient limits of the king's dominions
(Daniel xi.) prefigure the extent of territory
which must become subservient to England,
the latter alternative will most probably be
the outcome of the situation, should Glad-
stone remain in office; and, indeed, such
might be the result ifBeaconsfield came into
power. He is just the man to take up his
opponent's work, and say, 'We have done it
much better than you could have done.'
Are there not, however, some reasons for
thinking that Greece will be separated from
English influence, and become a constituent
of the ' many people,' who go forth with the
battle host of Gog? " [Doubtless. EDITOR.]
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He is not asi.amed to call them brethren.—(IIeb. ii, 1,

JANUARY, 1881.

A '' Professor GRIMMER " has been frighten-
ing many people in America, by long and
well-written predictions of woe and disaster
throughout the earth during the next eight
years. His doleful outpourings occupy
several newspaper columns. But Professor
Grimmer is only an astrologer. Therefore
his words will have no weight with those
who believe in the Scriptures which always
class the astrologers with the magicians and
other pretenders, who were powerless to
effect what they professed when, brought to
the test.

What if the leading planets of the solar
system approach their perihelia simultan-
eously at this time: does it follow that the
circumstance will produce destruction in the
earth ? Granted that the heavenly bodies
exert an influence one upon another; and
therefore upon the earth: suppose we were
even to grant this influence might in special
cases be disastrous, it would be a reflection
upon the perfect wisdom manifest in the
arrangements oi the universe to suppose
that no provision had been made to avert
the inconvenience of special and foreseeable
combinations. Even the mechanism of
insects so small as to be invisible shows
provision against all kinds of disastrous
contingencies: how much more the stupen-
dous machinery of heaven. Men do not
know enough of the stars to qualify them to
speculate on the effects of their combinations,
even supposing those effects were of the
particular nature believed by astrologers.
To note their progress and anticipate the
date of their conjunctions, is a very different
thing from theorising as to particular effects
to be produced upon earth.

Such theorisings are perpetually confuted
by failure in the predictions founded upon
them. And it will be so in the present case.
The failure has already begun. There ought
to have been a fearful state of things in
earth and air during the second half of 1880,
according to the prophecy in question,

which was written some years ago. There
is a bad enough state of things in the world
in all truth, as it is; but this is not due to
the stars, nor limited to the last year or
two. It is due to the government of human
affairs by Jehovah, who does not permit
peace and well-being during the ascendancy
of sin upon earth. He has His plan, and He
has revealed it; and all He has said has so
far been verified for thousands of years.
We may therefore rely without hesitation
upon the rest. The time of the end has
arrived, and Christ will shortly appear, and
" there shall be a time of trouble such as
never was." But this will not be due to the
stars, but to that complication of all human
affairs by the presence of a new and incal-
culable disturbing element in the shape of
a New and interfering and unconquerable
Power in the East, from which the subjuga-
tion of the whole world by war will be
gradually effected. For this phase of things
the brethren of Christ are awaiting, in pa-
tience and not without fear; but their fear
is not the fear with which Professor Grim-
mer's lucubration will inspire the ignorant.
It is a fear lest having become related to the
promise of inheritance with the coming
King, they should come short of it. They
are not afraid of astrological portents: for
they have learnt to obey the voice which
says to them, " Be not dismayed at the signs
of the heaven, as the heathen are: for the
customs of the people are vain."

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

GREEK PREPARATIONS FOR WAR.

DREADFUL STATE OF T H I N G S

IN TURKEY.

THE PROSPECTS OF PALESTINIAN

COLONISATION.

THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF THE

HOLY LAND.

DULCIGNO has been given up, and for the
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moment peril is averted. The storm-
threats are now concentrating around the
Greek question. Turkey has been ordered
to give up Epirus and Thessaly to Greece:
and she refuses, and Greece is preparing to
go to war with Turkey to wrest the
provinces from her. The powers are trying
to restrain Greece, but with little prospect
of success. The Greek government are
powerless to stem the national feeling. The
Daily News says:

" It is very doubtful whether postpone-
ment will not be productive of the most
serious consequences, The Greek army
now consists of more than fifty thousand
men, and by the end of the present month
it is likely, together with the reserves, to
comprise seventy-five thousand. It is idle
to disguise the fact that war between Greeee
and Turkey is inevitable, unless Europe
interferes. We think therefore that the
Greeks would do well to wait. But we
could neither affect great surprise nor assume
serious displeasure if, tired of expecting
what is always promised and never given,
they were at any moment to strike for them-
selves. They might win. The freshness
and ardour of a brave and patriotic race,
assisted by Krupp guns, might prevail
against superior numbers and inferior artil-
lery. In that case a good object would be
attained at the expense of a vast deal of
unnecessary bloodshed. If, on the other
hand, Turkey were to be successful, it is
impossible that she should be allowed to
follow up her victory. External interference
would be inevitable, and it is unnecessary to
prove that the hostile action of a single
rower might produce a European conflict."

OTHER PARTS OF TURKEY.

While war is threatening to break out on
the Greek frontier of Turkey, the state of
affairs in other parts of the dying empire
becomes more and more hopeless. A corres-
pondent of the Daily News at Constantinople
says:

" From Macedonia we continue to receive
the most heartrending accounts of the
condition of the people, and the Turks there
are carrying on a system of extermination
differing only in degree from the havoc they
wrought in Batak four years ago. In
Armenia things have not improved a whit.
On the contrary, they seem every day to be
growing worse and worse. The central
Government here is perfectly paralysed, and
does nothing. Anarchy reigns complete
everywhere, and the poor people are ground
down by exorbitant demands for money.
Where this will all end no one can foretell,
but assuredly it cannot contiuue for a very

long time. The end of it must come some
day ; but if Europe does not interfere
promptly to improve things, it is too dread-
ful to think of what the consequences must
be. The Turkish Government have never been
free from corruption, but now it pervades
all classes of the officials, from the highest
to the lowest. The city is infested day and
night by thieves and robbers, and the
police are united with them in plundering
the people. There is perfect stagnation in
business, and the courts are little better
than dens of thieves and extortioners.
People here really hope more from Mr.
Gladstone than from any other European
statesmen ; but even he will be powerless to
effect anything worth accomplishing if he is
prepared to set aside notes and recommend-
ations and use force. I have always
supposed that the question will never be
settled by the European Powers, but that
the solution will have to be found by the
nationalities which inhabit this empire. If
war breaks out in the spring we shall
witness some terrible convulsions in the
Balkan Peninsula, which will arouse
Europe from its indifference, and force the
Powers to take action of some kind."

A correspondent, writing from Salonica
on Nov. 9th, says :

" As to affairs here they are simply in a
state of chaos, out of which order will only
be evolved through bloodshed. Bri-
gandage is spreading all over the country.
In addition to what I wrote you last week, a
band four or five days back surrounded the
village of Kolinoros, about thirty miles
south-west of Salonica, and demanded a
ransom of five hundred pounds Turkish.
The people were of course unable to find
the money on the spot, whereupon the
brigands took two of the principal residents
of the village, and cut off their ears and
noses, besides submitting them to every
species of indignity. From the vilayet of
Kossovo the news is very serious. The
Austrian Consul, who had to leave Prisrend
after the murder of his dragoman, and go to
Pristina, has now been obliged to move to
Uskub. Osman Nourri Pacha, the Governor
of Kossovo, has been trying to carry out the
conscription among the Albanians, a mea-
sure to which they have never yet been
subjected, and in consequence they are in a
high state of agitation. From Keuprutu I
hear to-day that Bulgarian priests and
notables are being arrested in great numbers
comitatjies. Nineteen * were brought into
Salonica last night to be imprisoned."

HOW THE SULTAN TAKES IT.

The London correspondent of the Bir-
mingham Daily Mail says:

" The description given by correspondents
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of the Sultan's affairs is certainly of a
nature to defy all hope of any reasonable
arrangement. It appears that his Majesty,
openly submitting to the Kismet which
evidently governs him, has resolved to re-
main passive, with the assurance that a
great Islamite revolt against Christian
power all over the world is about to burst
forth. Meanwhile, to meet the present
dread, he changes his aides-de-camp with
the utmost perseverance, appointing men of
every creed and colour to attend to his
military commands, while he sits trembling
all the while lest he should be called upon
to show himself in camp. Arabs and
Kurds are chosen in preference to men
of his own country, and as he feels
himself nowhere in safety, he has just
given orders for the construction of im-
mense barracks, capable «of containing a
whole division of the army, with a detach-
ment of each branch of the service, to
defend the position of his Kiosk of ' The
Stars,' where alone he loves to dwell. The
imperial palaces of Constantinople, which
have cost such enormous sums to construct,
meanwhile remain empty. The expenses
incurred by those palaces were the cause
of Abdul Aziz's bankruptcy, and they are
already falling to ruin because to Abdul
Hamid no one of them presents any security
against assassination. Here, then, at Yildiz
Kiosk does the Sultan remain lost in a
dream, from which neither the threats nor
blandishments to which he was submitted
by Mr. Goschen had power to arouse him.
The awakening will be terrible."

PALESTINE AND THE JEWS.

Ae was observed last month, there is a
cheering abundance of matter of Jewish
interest bearing both upon the people and the
land. First, there is the publication of Lord
Beaconsfield's new book Endyrnion, which
though having mainly to do with British
politics, is interesting as the word of a Jew
waited for by all the world with intensest
interest. The book contains the following
allusion to the Jews :—" The Semites now
exercise a vast influence over affairs by
their smallest though most peculiar family,
the Jews. There is no race gifted with so
much tenacity, and such skill in organisa-
tion. These qualities have given them an
unprecedented hold over property, and
illimitable credit. As you advance in life
and get experience in affairs, the Jews will
cross you everywhere. They have long
been stealing into our secret diplomacy,
which they have almost appropriated; in

another quarter of a century they will
claim their share of open government."

Next, there is the extraordinary agitation
going on in Germany against the Jews,
which is significant on two points: 1. As
indicating the great alteration that is steadily
going on in the position of the Jews every-
where; and 2. The analogy it affords to
what transpired in Egypt before Israel's
deliverance, when it will be remembered,
they became so numerous and mighty, that
the Egyptians took special measures to
repress them, in self-defence. The Times
Berlin correspondent thus alludes to the
agitation:

" For some time back a singularly violent
anti-Jewish agitation has found prominent
supporters throughout all Germany, but
especially here in Berlin. The movement
was brought to such a sudden climax here
the other day, that the whole Press of the
capital is. now devoting its chief attention to
the question. For the last two years it has
been impossible almost to take up any news-
paper without coming across a paragraph
headed ' Judenhetze,' or ' Jew-baiting,' the
term generally used to express persecution
by word or deed of the Hebrew community
here, which is very large. The self-consti-
tuted representatives of Teutonism, or
Germanism, raised a cry that the benefits of
a hardly-earned national unity, were being
monopolised by their fellow-subjects of
alien and Semitic race, and the rude, un-
thinking classes, only too eager to hang
their own social miseries upon a likely peg,
took up the shout and echoed it. The Jews,
they exclaimed, in unreasoning alarm, were
pouring in from all parts of the world to
absorb the milliards; they were amassing all
the capital of the country, and therefore
they were the foes of society; they were the
sole frequenters of the Bourse; they were
rapidly getting into their hands all the Press
of the country, and therefore moulding its
destinies to their own selfish and unpatriotic
wills, they were inundating Parliament and
creeping into State offices; and in fact they
were constraining every simple man to sell
his birthright for a mess of potage. Were
these things that could be borne? Anti-
Semitic leagues and societies were formed;
journals and magazines were founded to
combat the encroaching force, and platform
lecturers began to stump about the country
and fulminate against the astonished des-
cendants of the chosen people. There is
lying at my elbow a heap of anti-Jewish
literature, consisting of pamphlets, periodi-
cals and newspaper cuttings, which I have
been curious enough to collect.
During the last few months the newspapers
have recorded insults and acts of violence
done to men of Israelitish blood throughout
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Germany, which would compare in some
instances with the indignities offered them
in the Middle Ages. Collisions between Jew
and German have been frequent in cafe's and
other places of public resort; arrogant offi-
cers have jostled Hebrews out of their way;
and the other day, in South Germany, a one-
year volunteer of the Semitic race, deemed
himself to have been so unpardonably ag-
grieved by his lieutenant, that he called him
out and put a bullet through him."

The question came before the Prussian
Parliament, at the end of November, upon a
question put to the Government, as to what
they intended to do with a petition against
the Jews, which was being got up and
extensively signed. This petition prayed
the Government (1). To limit, at least, if
not wholly hinder, the immigration into
Germany of foreign Jews; (2). To exclude
Jews from all offices of authority, and res-
trict their activity in the legal career, par-
ticularly on the Bench; (3). To prevent
their becoming teachers in Christian schools,
and to admit them only in very exceptional
cases into others; and (4). To cause statis-
tics to be collected as to the Hebrew popula-
tion of the Empire. The Times correspond-
ent giving an account of the debate, says:

" What degree of interest was manifested
in the debate may be judged from the fact
that about an hour before its commencement
all the galleries were filled to overflowing.
The present controversy is one in which all
are deeply interested, and in which vxll are
partisans, though comparatively lew have
the courage to proclaim their attitude
towards it by word or deed. On great
occasions during the last two years, the
galleries of the Reichstag have been filled,
but they have never been so closely cram-
med as were yesterday the lofts which run
around the dingy meeting-hall of the Prus-
sian Deputies. The Court box and the
diplomatic gallery became crowded betimes.
Among the general public, which included
many ladies and officers in uniform, there
was noticeable a strikingly preponderating
number of men and women, with a distinct-
ively Hebrew cast of features."

The reply of the Government to the ques-
tion was, that there was no intention to
alter the existing law. This has not, however,
allayed the agitation, the virulence of
which may be gathered from the utterance
of a prominent German paper. It says that
Germany would become a laughing-stock to
the world:

" If foreign nations knew how the heroes
of Koniggratz and Gravelotte are sucked dry

here at home by Jewish usurers; how they
are wandering about in hunger and in rags;
or if they heard that the German people
allows its Press to be written and its public
opinion formed by Jews; that our authors
and artists sigh under the censorship of a
Judaistic literature; and that the real beat
of the national German pulse cannot be felt
because the Hebrew critic hampers it. In
England rules the Englishman; in France,
the Frenchman; and all we want is that in
Germany the German, and not the Jew
shall give the tone. We wish the world to
be influenced with respect not only for
German arts, but also for German civilisa-
tion. But this cannot be if these are stifled
by an overmastering Judaism. We wish to
have no Roman Empire of the German na-
tion; but neither do we desire a Jewish
Empire of the German nation. What we
want is a German Empire of the German
nation; and that we can only get when the
German becomes and remains the bearer
and disseminator of wealth and culture."

The reality of the change that has taken
place in the position of the Jews in Ger-
many may be gathered from the following
letter, by the author of GERMAN HOME
LIFE, an authority on the subject, addressed
to the Times :

" I have read with much interest the des-
cription given by your able correspondent
at Berlin in yesterday's issue of the Times
of the persecution of the Jews in Germany.
Having resided many years in the country,
and being deeply interested in the subject
of your conespondent's letter, I venture to
think I may be able to say a few words not
devoid of interest at the present crisis.
Twenty years ago, to meet a Jew in what
is technically termed ' society,' was a social
phenomenon in the Fatherland; and I re-
member with what astonishment the entrance
of an Israelite and his wife, the latter
adorned with diamonds far outshining those
of any of the Royalties present, was regarded
at a Court ball by the uninitiated, myself
among the number, some fifteen years ago.
A whispered confidence at once silenced
and enlightened me: the Hebrew gentleman
was an opulent banker, to whom the Grand
Duke was under heavy advances, in whose
hands the duchy lay prostrate, and to whose
already enormous revenues the gambling
tables of the oppressed principality contrib-
uted a splendid income. Such cases were
in those days by no means uncommon in
the Fatherland; but society, while accepting
the inevitable in King's palaces, rejected the
innovation on its own account, and in
private houses, in the houses of the grande
and petite noblesse, in those of officers of
the army and navy, or of officials, no Jew
was ever to be seen. Returning this sum-
mer, after an absence of some years, to
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Germany, I was at once struck by the
changes that had taken place in the relative
position of Jew and Gentile, and I made it
my business to ascertain what had brought
about so extraordinary a revolution within
so short a time in the watering-places and
health resorts of Germany; it would scarcely
be too much to say that, with one or two
exceptions (notably Hamburg, where the
English 'most do congregate'), the Christ-
ian element nearly disappears under the
preponderating Hebrew type. The best
hotels, the most expensive houses, the finest
equipages, the most extravagant apparel,
proclaim at once the nationality of their
possessors, and it appeared to me that
almost an affectation of simplicity and
sobriety marked the attitude of the modest
minority. In Berlin, not only have the
Jews come to the front as bankers, mer-
chants, financiers, capitalists, and specula-
tors, they occupy the highest official
positions; they have the entire monopoly
of the Liberal press. You no longer meet a
stray Hebrew here or there, looking very
much out of place amid his Teutonic
surroundings, you meet them by the dozen
in the very highest society, for—so my
informant whispered to me—they are too
powerful to be ignored, too considerable to
be slighted. And if one section of the
aristocracy, secretly aware of the distaste
with which the Semitic irruption is viewed
in certain high quarters, endures with the
resignation of slow martyrdom that which
cannot be cured, yet manifestly will never
reach forth the hand of brotherhood, to
the predominant race; so another section
of society, aware of the liberal views of their
future King and Queen, seeks to make itself
acceptable by endorsing the opinions the
Crown Prince and Crown Princess have not
hesitated to proclaim. And thus the victory,
socially speaking, remains with the Jews.
Farms and granges, vineyards and meadows,
pleasant country homesteads and smiling
dairy farms, the sheep in the fields, the
cattle upon a thousand hills, all are mort-
gaged, pledged, pawned to the Jews. Hard
times in Germany have given the Germans
hard masters, and I witnessed a spectacle of
grinding poverty, overtaxed* populations,
and mortgaged property a few months since
in the Fatherland, such as might make
the stoutest heart quail for the future of
that country.''

Even as regards health and longevity, the
Jews are having the advantage over the
Gentiles, not in Germany only. So the
following clipping from the Standard would
show:

" T)r. S. Gibbon, medical officer of health
for the Holborn district, in his report for
the past year, states that whatever may be
the cause, there is no doubt but that a

Jew's life in London is, on the average,
worth twice as many years as a Christian's.
The Hebrews of the metropolis are notor-
iously exempt from tubercular and scrofulous
taint. It is very rare that one meets with
pulmonary consumption amongst them.
The medical officer of one of their large
schools has remarked that their children do
not die in anything like the same ratio as
Gentile children; and in the district of
Whitechapel, the medical officer of health
has reported that on the north side of the
High Street, occupied by the Jews, the
average death rate is 20 per 1000, whilst on
the south side, occupied by English and
Irish, it is 43 per 1000.

Where the Jews are may be learnt from
the following extract from the Times :

" The Jews.—According to an estimate of
the New York Journal of Commerce, the
number of Jews in the world exceeds seven
millions, distributed as follows; Russia,
2,621,000 ; Austria, 1,475,000; Germany,
512,000; Turkey, 100,000; the Netherlands,
70,000; Great Britain, 60,000; France, 50,000;
Italy", 35,000; Spain and Portugal, 4,000;
Sweden and Norway, 2,000. There are half
a million in the United States, of whom
about 70,000 live in New York. In Asia
there are about 200,000, of whom 20,000 are
in India and 25,000 in Palestine. Nearly
100,000 reside in Africa, the bulk of whom
are to be found in Algiers."

REGENERATION OF THE LAND AND
PEOPLE.

More interesting than the German opposi-
tion to the Jews, are the various circum-
stances pointing to the regeneration of the
land of their fathers, and the re-formation
of their nationality. Foremost among these
is the incorporation of " The Land and
Mortgage Company of Syria," whose pros-
pectus appears in prominent form on the
first page of the Daily News (and presum-
ably other papers) on December 11th. It
proposes to raise a capital of £500,000 in
25,000 shares of £10 each. The prospectus
says:

" The business of the Company will con-
sist in making advances on the Mortgages
of Land, Real Estate, and Produce, in the
acquisition, improvement, and sale of Land,
and in the general business of a Mortgage
and Credit Company.

" Syria presents a peculiarly advantageous
field for these operations. The law as regards
mortgage is greatly in favour of the lender ;
By the law of the' Supreme Court (Article
757) the power of peremptory sale of the
property is secured if the mortgage debt is
not paid by the stipulated date. From the
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annexed extracts it will be seen that the
interest paid to local money-lenders, from
whom alone advances can now be obtained,
by landed proprietors and farmers, on
security to twice the amount borrowed, is
at the rate of from 30 to 40 per cent, per
annum. The operations of this Company,
therefore, although to be carried on at rates
of interest highly remunerative to the share-
holders, are anxiously looked forward to
by proprietors and cultivators, and will
materially assist in the development of the
already extensive commerce of this fertile
country.

" His Excellency Raouf Pasha, the Governor-
Genera], has written under seal, as per
annexed translated extract, giving his
express sanction and approval to the under-
taking, which he has promised to assist and
support; a large number of landed proprie-
tors and farmers have signed a declaration
expressive of their wish to become share-
holders; and numerous notables and chiefs
of towns and villages in the country have
signed a petition inviting its iormation.
These documents can be inspected at the
offices of the Company.

" Arrangements have been made for obtain-
ing the service of experienced agents, thor-
oughly acquainted with the commerce of the
country."

Brother Thirtle, amongst other interesting
matter copies out the following intimation:
" At a meeting held recently in London, it was
reported that the whole of the western part
of Palestine had been surveyed, and it was
resolved to extend operations across the
Jordan to the lands of Moab, Bashan, Gilead
and the Hauran."

Last month we quoted the first part of a
letter from the Roumanian Jewish Palestine
Colonisation Society to the Jewish Chronicle.
The letter continues:

" And now that we have poured forth the
powerful sentiments we feel towards you
and Mr. Oliphant, we will return to "the
subject of our petition. We have already
described the terrible position which the
Jews occupy in Roumania, and how every
day adds its curse to those that preceded it.
The recent and cruel order issued by the
Government to expel certain Jewish traders
from the villages, has spread fearful destitu-
tion among thousands of families, who have
till now earned their livelihood by honest
labour, and in places where these, our
brethren, were always ready to stretch out a
helping hand to the oppressed and needy.
Now, alas, they are fleeing from bread, the
wrinkles gathering on their brows, and
their children's faces betraying signs of
misery, and none of them knows whither he
shall turn. The cry of distress has reached
the borders of Roumania, and the prayer of

the flock of Jacob has ascended to heaven.
We are informed of thf. consternation that
has followed close on the heels of their cruel
edict, in No. 36 of the Fraternetate (a paper
published in the Roumanian language by our
esteemed and learned co-religionists). And
if our generous brethren in Great Britain do
not extend to us a helping hand—the Jews
of Britain who are distinguished by the
intensity of their love of patriotism: the
British Jews who excel all our other
brethren of the captivity in their reverence
for the memory of ancient days: if these do
not turn to "our appeal in the time of
distress, then indeed may the Roumanian
Jews prepare for utter destruction. We
have already described our scheme in
detail, and have declared that we have no
desire to accept a gift from any man, but
we seek help in the shape of a loan to be
repaid in a specified number of years. The
creditors will hold the colony, which they
are to found, on mortgage.

" We see from your correspondent's letter
that our words have, with God's help, met
with a warm reception among our brethren,
the Jews of England. He assures us that
there will be no difficulty in providing the
funds needed for our object, but explains
that we should send representatives to
London to confer on the various details and
preparations which require deliberation.
Though the sending of a deputation would
at the present time entail considerable out-
lay, yet we will not consider that, but are
willing to exhaust our last resources in pro-
viding the necessary funds for the expenses
of the deputies, in addition to the four hun-
dred francs which each of us has promised
to contribute. We are prepared to do our
part in the matter as soon as we receive
from you the intelligence that the negotia-
tions are begun, and that steps are taken to
hasten our deliverance. We trust to be able,
within a month's time, to send our deputies
to England, and we entertain the hope that
we shall be able to prevail on our excellent
friend, Mr. Eliezer Rokeach, to proceed to
London. He is already well known for his
intense love for his people, and for his
voluntary undertaking to visit foreign lands,
for the purpose of obtaining for the poor
Jews of Palestine encouragement from their
benevolent co-religionists in their schemes
for the cultivation of the ground. And it is
to him that we owe the first impulse to the
project which we have now actively under-
taken.

" We have a strong hope, also, that the
Montefiore Committee will entertain our
proposal, and that the Board of Deputies
will not hold aloof from a scheme which has
such great advantages to recommend it.
The British Jews will, we are confident, set
an example in being the first to raise the
foundation-stone of our national re-union."

Bucharest, Zrd October, 1880.
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MR. LAURENCE OLIPHANT'S SCHEME,

Next is the following notice, by the
Jewish Chronicle, of Mr. Oliphant's new-
published work, in advocacy of a practical
scheme for the re-settlement of the Jews in
the Holy Land :

"In Mr. Laurence Oliphant's forthcoming
work, The Land of Gilead, he will, we
understand, advocate the beginning of the
4 repatriation * of the Jews, by the settle-
ment, under the auspices of a Land Com-
pany, of a considerable number of Jews
from Eastern Europe and Asia in an agricul-
tural colony, situated in the territory which
formerly belonged to the tribes of Reuben
and Gad. Mr. Oliphant had travelled in
Turkey in 1855, 1860, and 1862; but last
year he left this country in February for
Syria, with the special object of acquiring
the local knowledge which his previous ex-
perience in colonization showed him to be
necessary. It is the result of these recent
travels that he will give in The Land of
Gilead.

" Mr. Oliphant, whose early career in the
diplomatic service of this country, and
whose later charming literary productions
will be in the memory of many of our
readers, has applied himself to the question
of the future of Syria with a vigour which
has borne useful fruit when applied to other
causes. It occurred to him that, apart from
a radical change at Constantinople, the best
mode of remedying the present decay of the
Turkish provinces would be to make an
experiment, on a small scale, in order that
evidence might be afforded to the Porte
of the advantages which would attend the
development of a single province, however
small, which should increase the revenue
of the empire, add to its population and
resources, secure protection of life and
property, and enlist the sympathy of Europe,,
without in any way affecting the sovereign
rights of the Sultan. Capital for this pur-
pose could not be found in Turkey, but the
introduction of foreign capital would cause
the project to be looked on with a favourable
eye at the Porte. The object might be
attained by means of a Colonization Com-
pany, formed under the auspices of the
Sultan, to develop one of those rich and
unoccupied districts which abound in
Turkey. The colonization law requires

colonists to become Turkish subjects, and
with this condition no sect of Christians was
likely to comply ; but the Jews would
respond to an invitation from the Sultan to
return and take possession of the soil in
a district in their own ancient heritage, and
would be able, from their own resources, to
supply the needed capital. As the area of
land proposed, in the first instance, for colo-
nization would not exceed a million, or at
most a million and a half of acres, it would
be hard, Mr. Oliphant thinks, if out of
7,000,000 people attached to it by the
tradition of former possession, enough could
not be found to subscribe a capital of
£1.000,000 and even more, for its purchase
and settlement: and if, out of that number,
a selection of emigrants could not be made
possessing snfficient capital of their own to
make them desirable colonists, Mr. Oliphant
would not expect such men to come from
England and France, but from European
and Asiatic Turkey itself, as well as from
Russia, Galicia, JRoumania, Servia, and other
Slav countries.

" It was Mr. Oliphant's hope that, by en-
abling the Porte to take the initiative in this
project of internal reform, it would be
deprived of any political aspect as suggested
by English ambition exclusively. Unfor-
tunately, the effort of Englishmen to arrest
the ruin of Asia Minor has been set down to
a selfish attempt to establish there another
Indian empire. Political affairs in the East
have so shaped themselves that Palestine^ and
especially the provinces to the east of the
Jordan, owing to their geographical position,
have now become the pivot on which events
must turn. Situated between the Holy
Places at Jerusalem and the Asiatic frontier
of Russia, between the Mediterranean and
the Red Sea, between Syria and Egypt, the
strategic value and political importance of
the Land of Gilead must be apparent at a
glance. Mr. Oliphant devotes his last
chapter to this political importance of the
region to Great Britain, and to the policy
which the results of a year's negotiation at
Constantinople leads him to perfer. So far
as his own efforts are concerned, they are
based upon considerations which have no
connection with any religious theory, but
he admits the value of the support which
the movement for the repatriation of the
Jews must meet from the Christian world."
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An interesting letter from Mr. Oliphant
appears in the Jewish Chronicle, October
29th, from which it transpires that Mr.
Oliphant is neither a Jew nor a believer,
but simply a practical Englishman, who has
been connected with the diplomatic service,
having access to the highest quarters (for
before setting out on the last of the visits
referred to in the foregoing remarks, he had
approving commuincations on the subject
with the Prince of Wales, Lord Beaconsfield,
Lord Salisbury, and also M. Waddington, the
French Minister). Mr. Oliphant's aims are
purely political. That such a man should
at this time take up such an enterprise is
doubtless the work of Providence; for its
success requires an instrumentality accept-
able to Jew and Christian.

STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF PALESTINE.

The general bearings of the subject as
involving the strategical importance of
Palestine, are well treated in the following
article from the St. James's Gazette, on the
forthcoming large map of Palestine, drawn
on the scale of an inch to a mile from the
exhaustive and accurate survey made by
the Palestine Exploration Society:

11 It is, we apprehend, something of an
open secret that the causes of the delay in
the publication of the one-inch map of
Palestine have not been entirely of a tech-
nical kind. Four-fifths of the survey was
complete at the time of the fanatical attack
on the surveying party at Safed in July,
1875 ; and, although the remaining fifth was
not finished until October, 1877, the office
work and preparation for publication have
been spread over a period of nearly five
years. It will at once be seen that, all
things considered, there might exist very
sound reasons against furnishing to the
world at large the important strategical
information which is given by a good map. -

" It is now, according to the most compe-
tent authority, 3,484 years since the date of
the first historic record which indicates the
strategical importance of Palestine as com-
manding the gateway between the East and
West. To this importance, not only the
locality, but the physical conformation of
the country, mainly contributes. From the
foot of Mount Hermon a dyke or chasm,
unique on the face of the earth in its depres-
sion, stretches southwards to the Dead Sea.
Issuing as a full grown river from a cave at
Banias, an a level of about 1,000 feet above
the Mediterranean, the Jordan falls, in the
first 12 miles of its course, to the level of
that sea, and passes through marshes cover-
ed with papyrus to the Huleh lake. This
lake is four miles long. From its southern
extremity the river breaks forth, and rushes
down, in ten miles and a half of its course,
to the depth of 682 feet below the level of
the Mediterranean, where it expands into
the lake known as the Sea of Galilee. This

xake is twelve miles and a half long ; and
from its southern point the issuing river
falls 610 feet more to the Dead Sea, the sur-
face of which has been determined by the
trigonometrical survey as 1,292 feet below
the level of the Mediterranean. The total dis-
tance is sixty-five miles, and the Dead Sea
is about forty-five miles long. To the south
and east of the Dead Sea stretches the
desert. Thus from the latitude of Tyre to
the northern limit of Egypt and vicinity of
Port Said a line of natural defence exists
which it would be impracticable for an army
to attempt to cross.

" The opening of the water-way through
the Suez Canal, in substitution for the long
voyage to India by the Cape, only increases
the strategical importance of the coast line
Levant. Under any stable government, or
in the case of any return of prosperity to
the East, there can be no doubt that the
considerable traffic which even at the
present time is carried on from Antioch to
Aleppo would be largely increased; and that
thus the ancient route through Mesopotamia
to the Persian Gulf would be reopened. The
key of the Orontes—the northern gateway,
as Port Said is the Southern gateway, of the
roads from Europe to India—is'now' kept in
the isle of Cyprus. The masters of Antioch
and Aleppo will command one line of east-
ern traffic, as the masters of Alexandria and
Port Said will command the other. The
strategical importance of Acre, flanking both
these lines of communication, it is hard to
disguise. It is the gateway between the East
and West—or rather, as the barbican which
commands the two avenues of the Eu-
phrates and Eed Sea lines of communication
—that the importance of such a knowledge
of the country as may be attained by the
military surveyor may at the time prove to
be critical. In case of a struggle for the
mastery of Palestine, the same physical
causes which determined the site of decisive
battles in times past are still active. An
army advancing from Damascus on Port
Sa'id would cross the Jordan valley, near
the Sea of Galilee, and would advance with
the greatest ease up the broad highway of
the valley of Jezreel, to the point where
now exist the ruins of Mujedda. This spot
is identified by the officer in command of the
survey with the Megiddo of the Second Book
of Kings, the Ar-Mageddon of later sacred
writers It is probable
that the power which, from the date of the
inroads of Thothmes III. to the present time,
has made the most advance towards a per-
manent acquisition of Palestine, is Russia.
' Standing on the approximate site of the
old tower of Psephinus,' says the author of
' Tent Work in Palestine' l the Russian hos-
pice commands the whole town (of Jeru-
salem), and is thought by many to be in a
position designedly of military strength.'
Nor is this the only place on which the grip
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of the Czar has been laid. If the contest
between the civilisation of the West and the
autocratic barbarism of the North be ever
committed to the arbitration of arms, no-
where is the contest so likely to be decided

as in the region which guards the two roads
from the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean.
Nor is it needful to wait for that time to
become aware of the strategical value of the
one-inch map of Palestine."

INTELLIGSiTOE.

BILSTON.—Brother Parkes reports that the
house-to-house distribution of six thousand
tracts in Bilston and- district, has been the
means of bringing to the Sunday evening
lectures good audiences of attentive listeners.
Some strangers have suggested the advisa-
bility of starting a Bible class. The ecclesia,
after considering the matter, have decided to
commence on Sunday, December 19th, at
three o'clock.

BIRMINGHAM.—During the month the
following persons have obeyed the truth in
baptism : MARY ANN ALLDAY (28), ware-
house woman, and EDWARD ALLDAY (73),
bellows maker, both formerly Church of
England; also FREDERICK BROUGHTON
(20), coach body maker, formerly Camp-
bellite; FREDERICK P. RICHARD (27,)
silversmith ; FRANK J. DURANT (23), pre-
viously neutral; ALBERT E. GEORGE (24),
jeweller, formerly neutral.

Also, during the month, there has been
a return to fellowship upon the part of
brother James R. Mawson, who resigned his
connection with the brethren for the vain
friendship of the world sixteen months ago ;
also, of several who had gone aside with
those who teach that the birth of the Spirit
takes place in the present state. The names
of the latter, who have returned, are sister
Dean, brother and sister Franklin, and
brother and sister Martin.

Arrangements are in progress for a special
effort in the Town Η all, in the shape of four
week night lectures by brother Roberts, dur-
ing the month of March next. The lectures
will be given once a week during the four
weeks in March, viz., the first three Thurs-
days and the last Friday of the month.* For
ability to undertake an expensive effort of
this nature, the brethren are indebted to the
kindness and faithfulness of a brother and
sister living in isolation, who desire thus to
take part in the general service that is
going on.

The lectures for the past month have
been as follow: Nov. 28th, The aspect of
affairs in the East (brother Roberts). Dec.
5th, The visions of Daniel (brother
Bishop). 12th, Christ as the Amen
(brother Roberts). 19th, Why separate
from other religious bodies ? (brother
Hadley). ,26th, The kingdoms of the
world (brother Ashcroft).

BLANTYRE.—Brother H. Brown reports
the delivery of a lecture by brother Ashcroft,
on Dec. 6th, in the Masonic Hall, through
the kindness of the Glasgow brethren. The

local clergy warned the people against attend-
ing, and probably this had something to do
with the smallness of the audience, which
numbered only about seventy. The brethren
experienced some degree of discouragement;
"but," says brother Brown, "we take
courage from the article penned by the
Doctor, which appeared in the last month's
Chnstadelphian. We are not so bad as he
was." Two other lectures are arranged to
follow : one by brother J. Nisbet, and the
other by brother D. Campbell, of Glasgow.

BRISTOL,—Brother Baker reports that a
special effort is being made in the shape of
Wednesday evening lectures, subject " The
Bible: do the clergy understand i t ? "
Brother Atkins, of London, lectured to a
good audience on December 5th, on the
subject of immortality. The other lectures
have been : Nov. 21st, " Mighty facts and
mighty fancies " (brother Apsey). Nov.
28th, " Preachers of the first and nineteenth
centuries contrasted" (brother Chandler).
Dec. 12th, " Two great reasons why ortho-
doxy should be discredited " (bro. Elliott).

Brother Gunter, who left Bristol to emi-
grate to Africa, remains in the country, as
he obtained a situation in London on his way.

CREWE.—The brethren here are bravely
struggling to release themselves from the
debt caused by the wrong doings of brother
Booth. They are anxious to have a conrse
of lectures, but shall not be able to have
them just yet, without help.

CUMNOCK.—Brother Macdougall reports
unpleasant circumstances here, which it is
not necessary to set forth in detail. Suffice
it to say, that sister Dalgliesh is withdrawn
from, and that others stand aloof in sym-
pathy. Brethren WTallace and Wilson have
been withdrawn from, because of their in-
temperate habits. Let us hope that time
and wisdom may heal the wounds of the
present moment, which cannot but cause
grief to every heart sincerely rejoicing in the
hope of Israel. On Friday, Nov. 19th, bro.
Ashcroft lectured on " Impending changes,"
to an audience which, though small, on
account of the severity of the weather,
was most attentive, as a local paper testifies.

DALBEATTIE.—Brother Caven reports the
obedience of the wife of brother Kirks, of
Carnie Hill, who came twenty-two miles on
the 11th Nov. for the purpose". On the 16th
and 17th of the same month, brother Ash-
croft lectured on "Angel-like," and "Good
things to come." The lectures had been well
advertised; but a number of other meetings

Unless these days are altered to Sundays, which is possible.—EDITOK.
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happening on the same nights, the audience
was small.

DERBY.—Brother Chandler reports two
further additions, viz., Mrs. MARY MIL-
BAND (wife of brother William Milband),
and GEORGE ROBY SCATTERGOOD (19).
They were immersed at the house of brother
Kirkland on Tuesday evening, Dec. 7th,
after giving evidence of their fitness for the
act. His father is a leading character in
getting up religious addresses at the Midland
Railway Mess Room, every evening of the
week. He naturally feels much "vexation
of spirit at his son, who first began to put
questions to his ' Rev.' Sunday School
teachers, which they could not answer."

DEVONPORT.—Brother Sleep reports that
brother and sister Locke are now settled in
Devonport. They hope shortly to be able to
engage a room for the public testimony of
the truth.

DUDLEY.—Brother Hughes reports further
removals, viz., brother and sister Simms to
Natal; brother and sister Aston to Great
Bridge; brother Inglesby to the United
States, whither sister Inglesby will probably
soon follow. Brother Hughes says we can
ill afford these losses, which makes eleven
within the last three months, but we know
not the mind of God. It is for a wise end,
therefore we say " Thy will be done." At
the same time, we continue to sow the good
seed of the kingdom, from which God may
give us increase. Our lectures for the last
month have been as follow: Nov. 21st,
"The glorious destiny of the righteous."
(Brother N. Smith). Nov. 28th, The king
of the Jews. (Brother B. Parsons). Dec.
5th, Hell. (Brother J. Bland, of Kidder-
minster).

DUMFRIES.—Brother J. Robertson re-
ports: "The lectures kindly noticed in last
month's Christadelphian, were duly given
here on Sunday evening, November 14th,
and the Wednesday and Thursday evening
following, by brother Ashcroft. Being the
first public effort on behalf of the truth in
Dumfries, as much prominence was given as
the means at our command allowed, by
taking advantage of the various advertising
mediums, usual and unusual, to enlist the
attention of the community. The natural
elements were much against us, the whole
week being the stormiest of this season.
Taking this circumstance into account, we
were gratified to find an audience half filling
the Mechanic's Hall, capable comfortably
of seating a thousand, to listen to the opening
lecture, subject, The blood of Christ and the
covenants of promise; what the one has to
do with the other, and what we have to do
with both. Brother Robertson occupied the
chair, briefly introducing the lecturer.
Throughout, the attention of the audience
was clearly retained: indeed a more
attentive audience could hardly have been.
How anxiously we hope and pray that some-

one amongst them had themselves aroused to
an earnest study of God's word, so much
neglected, to find whether the truth advanced
were so or not. A few remained at the close
of the last meeting to ask questions which
were easily dealt with by brother Ashcroft.
The tracts Something New and Λ Christa-
delphian's Dying Message were given to
each one entering the hall. So ended this
first effort on behalf of the truth in Dumfries.
We cannot say it has bulked largely in
the public eye. The provincial press ignored
our meetings altogether, and it was not of
sufficient social importance to receive the
notice of the clergy, those faithful sentinels
of vested interests. Under the surface a
slight commotion has been made, causing
however a mere ripple on the bosom of ' false
peace ' and security. Truly we sow in tears,
but we hope to be among the number who
in due season will reap if they faint not."

EDINBURGH.—Brother Grant reports the
obedience of ELIZABETH MACXIE, wife of
brother Mackie, who put on the saving-name
on 10th December. u Our lectures continue
to be well attended. Those for December
were as follow; 5th, Resurrection. 12th, The
heirs of the world. 19th, The devil. 26th,
The first Adam and the second Adam, and
our relation to both."

ELLAND.—Brother Bairstow repoits that
the brethren have changed their place of
meeting, from the Town's Room, to the
Reading Room of the Elland Liberal Club.
He adds " We are also having a course of
lectures to set the whole truth before our
fellow townspeople, and have adopted the
order pursued in your Twelve Lectures.
The lecturers have been brother W. Cundall,
of Halifax, brother J. Hirst, of Huddersfield,
and brethren Z. Drake, W. Worsnop, and
R. Marsden, of our meeting. The lectures
so far have been well attended."

GLASGOW.—Brother Nisbet reports the
delivery of four lectures by brother Ashcroft
in Glasgow and one in Blantyre. The
audiences in Glasgow were not so large as
hoped, the weather being unfavourable.
Brother Ashcroft's first lecture was a review
of Joseph Cook's lecture, Does death end
all ? The others were, December 8th,
Demons. 10th, The kingdom of men and
the kingdom of God. On Sunday, Dec.
12th, in the City Hall, the subject was The
blood of Christ. Brother Dick, referring to
the lectures, says " We have had brother
Ashcroft lecturing to us two Sundays and
two week days. The evenings were wet, and
the people who were invited stayed at home.
Come or not come, we must still importune
them as long as we have the privilege to
serve Christ." The discussion with Mr.
Hitchcock was carried on during the two
Sunday evenings previous to brother Ash-
croft's visit, was renewed on Sunday and
finished the following Sunday.

GLOUCESTER.—Brother Rogers reports;
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" Our lectures, which are still well attended,
have, for the past month, been as follow:
Nov. 21st, Prophecy fulfilled and unfulfilled
(brother Taylor). Nov. 28th, brother Taylor
again lectured on What is to come at the end
of the present dispensation ? On Dec. 5th,
brother W. Osborne, of Tewkesbury, lectured
on The unity of the Spirit; and on Dec.
12th, brother Hadley, of Birmingham, ad-
dressed the brethren in the forenoon at the
breaking of bread ; and delivered a powerful
lecture in the evening to a large and atten-
tive gathering, taking for his subject, The
Christadelphians and their doctrinal posi-
tion."

GRANTHAM. — Brother J. T. Hawkins
reports the obedience of Miss ANNIE CROSBY
(24), who was brought up an Episcopalian.
Residing with sister Jackson, she was grad-
ually induced to investigate the Scriptures,
with the result of discovering that the (so-
called) new teaching is the old and true, and
the Episcopalian the new and untrue. She
was baptised into the Lord Jesus on Thurs-
day, Nov. 25th, that also being her natal
day. We are now about the middle of a
six months' course, in which our brethren
Richards, Royce, and Sulley are taking part.
The attendance varies much, but, on the
whole, it is encouraging, there being evident
signs that others are deeply interested."

Brother J. Hawkins writes: "Your cor-
respondent from Grantham is my nephew,
who forms one of our ecclesia. We put
forth truth to this community once a week,
in the shape of lecture. We have, as
speakers, brothers Richards, Nottingham,
Royce, of Peterborough, Sulley,Nottingham,
Buckler, Grantham, and myself. Hence,
the people have no lack of opportunity for
hearing the gospel of the kingdom. Some
may say our success is in no measure com-
mensurate with our efforts; if counted by
sectarian figures, probably not. Neverthe-
less, we have sown the seed successfully
among others, beyond our own gathering in
Grantham, and we shall not forget who gives
increase; our duty, all the time, being plain
to persevere without any faltering, lest the
Master coming, should find us to be un-
faithful servants. Beyond a doubt, we are
feared by the sects, and their fear is not far
akin to hatred, seeing we are a standing
protest against their errors."

GRANTOWN (Morayshire). — Brother J.
Grant reports: Brother William Cameron,
Delbog, Abernethy, who was a member of
the small ecclesia meeting in this town, fell
asleep on the 17th of November, after much
suffering. For a great number of years he
had been a great sufferer from bodily weak-
ness, but he was buoyed up with the hope
that " this mortal will put on immortality."

GREAT BRIDGE.—Brother Attwood reports
lectures at Great Bridge, on the following
subjects : Oct. 3rd, Election (brother Hardy);
10th, The 6,000 years of sin and death about

to close, and the 1,000 years of righteous-
ness and peace about to commence (brother
Bishop) ; 17th, Baptism: its origin, mode,
&c. (brother Wooliscroft) ; 24th, Origin,
nature, and destiny of man (brother Gilbert);
31st, God: His nature and attributes
(brother Millard); Nov. 7th, Salvation
(brother Attwood) ; 14th, Return of the
Jews (brother Taylor) : 21st, Man (brother
Dawes); 28th, Judgment (brother Woolis-
croft) ; Dec. 5th, Jesus Christ, King of the
Jews (brother Parsons); 12th, The gospel
the power of God unto salvation (brother
Davies).—We have just held our annual tea
and business meeting, at which a report was
read as follows: During the year we have
had five immersions, five have joined us
from other places, six have removed; our
total being thirty-four.

KEIGHLEY. — Brother Silverwood says :
" You have not heard from us lately, but*we
have not bean idle. We are having lectures
in our room here, as usual; and we hope
soon to see a few more come out and be clean,
and separate, waiting for the coming of the
Lord. We are making an extra effort just
now. A lecture was delivered by brother
Mitchell, of Leeds, on Sunday, Nov. 29th,
the subject being, The covenants of promise.
On Nov. 30th, and Dec. 1st and 2nd, brother
Roberts, of Birmingham, gave three lectures
in the Temperance Hall. On the two last
nights we had a tea in our room, when a
good number of brethren and sisters from
Leeds and Halifax were present with us.
Brother Roberts gave three capital lectures
to good audiences, who listened with great
attention. The subjects were as follow:
1st, The present state of Christendom; 2nd,
The immortality of the soul; 3rd, The signs
of the times indicative of the near approach
of Christ. Other brethren, from different
places, are expected to be with us shortly."

KIDDERMINSTER.—Brother Bland reports:
" The lectures for the month in this town
have been as follow: Nov. 21st, The teach-
ing that the kingdom of God was set up on
or about the day of Pentecost, subversive of
the teaching of the 2nd and 7th chapters of
Daniel (brother J. Andrews, of Birmingham).
Nov. 28th, The doctrine of Universalism
calmly considered. Its thoroughly unscrip-
tural character demonstrated; and its as-
sumed basis (the natural immortality of
mankind) shown to be entirely at variance,
both with the letter and the spirit of the
word of God (brother J. Bland). Dec. 5th,
The one faith, one hope, and one body of
apostolic days, contrasted with the many
faiths and many hopes of our own day
(brother T. Betts, of Bewdley). Dec. 12th,
The kingdom of God from two points of
view: the popular and the unpopular
(brother Wooliscroft, of Great Bridge). No
increase to report. Attendance at meetings
still better."

LEICESTER. — Brother Collyer reports ;
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" Our old brother Dunkley is dead, and was
buried by brother Dixon yesterday. He
died in full assurance of faith. Almost up
to the last he, and we, hoped the coming of
the Lord would find him alive. He was
much beloved by all."

We should be glad to use the report from
the brethren at Regent Street, if circum-
stances allowed. There must be harmony
and fellowship, before there can be co-
operation.

MANCHESTER.—Brother Sixsmith reports
that a few in the outskirts have formed
themselves into an ecclesia. " The scene of
our labours lies at the feet of some fine
wooded hill country, the Alderley side of
which are studded with the beautiful
residences of rich Manchester merchants,
whom our brethren serve for the bread that
perisheth, not despairing, but that our
Father may call some of these to be heirs
together with us. The truth is working
among the people ; some are interested, and
others much opposed. JESSIE CRONEY was
immersed November 27th."

MATLOCK.—Brother Smith remarks that
since the appearance of the notice in the
Christadelphian for September, the lectures
have been brought to a close in a satisfac-
tory manner. The lectures were all that
could be desired, seven in number, by
brethren Roberts, ShuttlewQrth, Sulley, and
Ashcroft, concluding with a question night,
when brother Roberts devoted an evening to
the answering of questions put by the audi-
ence. Brother Ashcroft presided; and, as
the questions were not numerous, and being
very quiet, the meeting was over in good
time, being too tame to interest many of
those present. On November 14th, brother
Richards, of Nottingham, gave two good
lectures in the same room, the subjects
being the Times and Seasons, and The
Trinity.

MUMBLES.—There is good news from this
place. Seven years ago, the large ecclesia,
meeting in what used to be a Methodist
chapel, was broken up through various
causes, principal among which was the out-
break at that time of Renunciationism.
Brother W. Clement espoused the plausible
doctrines promulgated from Nottingham, and
a, number with him did the same. About an
equal number refusing the new doctrines,
separated themselves, and met in the As-
sembly Rooms. Here they were again after-
wards subdivided, through various untoward
occurrences. In the progress of time, Re-
nunciationism has come to naught :not to
speak of the dissolution of its principal
assemblies, its principal support is in the
grave ; its next, has gone over to sceptical
Unitarianism; its next, has become a
Josephite, denying that Jesus was the Son
of God. The increasing corruption caused
our Mumbles iriends to re-consider their
position. Re-consideration resulted in the

acceptance of the truth originally professed.
This opened the way for proposals of re-
union. The proposals, after consideration
and discussion in a written form, were
accepted on all sides; and the result has
been the coming together of the broken
fragments of the original assembly, with the
resolve to redeem the past by a better future,
should the long-suffering of the Lord provide
scope in further delay for that amendment
and salvation of which he desires to see all
men avail themselves. This excellent result
has likewise extended itself to Swansea,
where disunion (due, however, to different
causes) is now at an end. At Neath also,
fellowship has been accepted on the basis of
the truth. Brother W. H. Jones reports
from Mumbles that several immersions have
taken place, including HENRIETTA EMILY
BEHENNA, eldest daughter to sister Behenna.
The ecclesia now numbers fifty-seven.
Brother D. Clement writes, Dec. 12th, of
arrangements connected with the delivery at
Mumbles of a course of lectures by brother
Roberts, of Birmingham, in inauguration of
the new and hopeful turn of events. He
says : " We are expecting next Sunday the
largest meeting on the basis of the truth
ever held in Wales. We shall have, in ad-
dition to our own number (about sixty),
sixty or so from Swansea, and representa-
tives from Neath, Llanelly, and Gower. It
is quite possible that from 130 to 140 will
break bread together. Truth is stranger
than fiction. Who would have suggested
such a thing was among the order of pro-
bability ? We have resolved to open the
Assembly Rooms (which is ours till
Christmas), for the purpose of making a
general spread for the brothers and sisters
from Mumbles, Swansea, and all others
attending, to dine and tea together on Sun-
day. We intend to give up the Sunday
school after dinner, and hold a fraternal
meeting at half-past two."

MUDDIFORD. — Brother John Sanders
writes of withdrawal from brother Veysey.
He says " I have not heard from Taunton
since I last wrote you. Our brother Veysey
does not reply now to our questions or
letters, we therefore fear that he has or is
leaving the truth for fables. In my last to
him I told him that we must withdraw from
fellowship if he continued to hold the
dogmas on the Sabbath and other questions
that he had circulated in the tracts sent out
by him. To this we got no reply. We fear
that brethren who may come in contact with
these papers and doings, may be led away
thereby if not warned in some way of the
danger."

NOTTINGHAM.—Brother Sulley writes:
" Brother Rupsel has asked me to give you
a sort of report of our lending stall. Here
it is: ' Through the suggestion of some of
our younger brethren, we have adopted a
new mode of helping the proclamation qf
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the truth in this town. A number of books
are placed on a table at the end of the
lecture hall for the purpose of lending to
interested strangers. We simply ask those
who desire to read a book to give his name
and address, which is entered into a book
kept for the purpose. We enter the title of
the book lent also, and ask our friends to
return the book when read. This move-
ment began about six months since. The
number of books already given out is about
103, and forty-two of that number have
been returned. We intend to have a stamp
with which to mark our lending books,
stating the address of the hall. Sowing in
faith by every means in our power there is
hope of reward, and when all is done it is
but that which we ought to do. (Luke xvii.
10). Brethren Russel and Fidler, jun.,
have charge of the lending stall.' "

PETERBORO'.—Brother Royce reports the
obedience of JOHN THROSSEL (21), formerly
neutral. He also states that brother
Roberts gave a lecture in Peterboro' on Nov.
25th, on The decline of the Turkish empire.
There were over 200 present, and many more
have heard the report that did not attend.
Brother E. Clarke, whose address is Pest
Office box, 202, Cheyenne, Wyoming terri-
tory, North America, says, " Will brother
Grocock last heard from at Middletown. Pa.,
U.S., inform brother Clarke of his present
address, as he is anxious to hear from him."

SHEFFIELD.—Brother Wilson reports the
obedience of ELIZABETH ANN LEE (21),
dressmaker, formerly of the Church of Eng-
land. She has been searching into the
truth for about eighteen months.

SPALDING.—Brother Jane reports that
during the past month lectures have been
given as follow: November 14th, The cross
and the crown. (Brother Hodgkinson).
November 21st, The politics of the great
future. (Brother Hawkins). November
28th, The heavens shall pass away with a
great noise. (Brother Tyler). December
6th, The kingdom of God. (Brother Jane).

STOW.—Brother A. Scott reports the
death of old brother Andrew McKelvie, who
for years past was unable to win his bread,
by reason of bodily weakness. His daughters
did their duty to him in his old age. He
fell asleep on November the 28th, aged 73
years, and we laid him in his short resting
place on December 1st, there to wait a little,
until the Lord comes.

SWANSEA.—Brother Randies reports the
obedience of Mrs. REES, wife of brother
Morgan Rees, of Mumbles; also MR. FOOTE
(28), gardener, and Miss PALMER, daughter
of brother Palmer. Against these additions
has to be placed the loss by removal, of
sister Kershaw, to Barnstaple. The lectures
since our last have been: November 21st,
Babylon (confusion) considered as the
apocalyptic symbol of Christendom, so-
called, in its present state. November 28th,

World-burning. Is it true that the earth
on which we live will be destroyed by fire ?
December 5th, Pre-existence : in what sense
can it be affirmed of Christ? The Bible
sense versus the Trinitarian sense. Decem-
ber 12th, The second coming of Christ; its
object and nearness and what men should do
in view of it.—The news of the month from
this quarter is particularly encouraging.
The brethren, who have for a long time been
divided, are again united, with the intention
of devoting their whole strength to the cause
of the truth in its purity. The united body
broke bread on Sunday last (December 12th)
together. We are looking forward to better
things for the truth in South Wales. May
the Lord grant our desire."

TRANENT. — The brethren here have
been again cheered by a case of obedience
to the faith, MRS. REID, wife of brother
John Reid (junior), being on Monday,
October 31st, baptised into Christ.

WISHAW.—Brother J. Kay reports that
on the 24th of November, JAMES BROWNLIE
and his WIFE put on the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ in the appointed way: they
were formerly connected with the Plymouth
Brethren. Also ELIZA WHITE, wife of
brother James White, on the 4th inst.,
formerly United Presbyterian. All three
rose out of the water resolved to strictly
walk in the narrow way and avail themselves
of every opportunity to increase in the know-
ledge of God and His Son Jesus Christ; a
resolution, if faithfully attended to the end
of their career here, there will be no per-
adventure as to the blessing when the Lord
appears. Writing again, brother Kay
reports that on the 16th November, brother
James Gold died, aged 72 years. " The
last time I saw him, he was longing to leave
here and to be with Christ, which he knew
would be far better; he also knew that God
who raised the Lord Jesus would raise up
him also."

AUSTRALIA.

KANGAROO FLAT (Sandhurst).—Brother
H. Gordon, for brother Anderson, makes
report of matters which it appears were
mentioned in a previous communication, but
inadvertently overlooked in the office of the
Christadelphian, amongst which was the
obedience of HENRY GORDON (17), son of
brother Gordon, formerly Wesleyan; and
also of JULIA JONES (41), formerly Roman
Catholic. Some other matters are better
unreported.

CANADA.

HALIFAX AND ST. JOHN'S.—Brother
Gunn reports a visit Jie made to those places,
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during his autumn vacation, strengthening
the believers and doing his best to publish
the truth. The report is interesting; but
demands upon space forbid details of a
personal nature.

TORONTO.—Brother D. P. Ross reports
a lecturing visit to Toronto by brother Dr.
Reeves, of Springfield, whom brother Ross
also accompanied to a place twenty miles
distant, called Woodhill, where the Dr.
lectured twice, the audience in the evening
being large. Brother Ross says : " I would
like you to insert this notice in the Christa-
delphian. The Christadelphians in Toronto,
Canada, meet every Sunday evening at 6-30

.m., for public worship, exhortation and
eeping in mind the Lord's death till the

return: at No. 16, Alice Street. My reason
for this is that brethren from a distance often
come here, and without knowing it, some-
times meet with those who have left us on
the question of immortal emergence. Those
latter are now wanting us to join with them
in the proclamation of the truth on a
broader basis; but the truth has only one
basis and the doctrine of the judgment is
part of it, so we have decided to be very
conservative, and not permit more than we
can help, anything to be associated with us
which will disturb our unity. We are now
in a good position, being all of one mind on
the truth as advocated and believed by
Christadelphians."—[We have not put the
photo, in the waste basket.—EDITOR.]

p
k

NEW ZEALAND.

CHRISTCHURCH. — We cannot heartily
publish news from a place where there is
nothing to report but division and strife.
The object of intelligence is to comfort and
strengthen. There are things that are
better not reported.

DXJNEDIN.—Brother ΛΥ. Holmes transmits
a lengthy rejoinder to the notification
appearing in the September Christadelphian.
He asks for the contradiction of the state-
ment that he and another have been " with-
drawn from for disorderly conduct." On
the contrary, he says he and those with him
withdrew from the meeting, sending the
notice in question in consequence of false-
hood and heresy. With this statement,
the matter must be left so far as the Christa-
delphian is concerned. It is impossible to
judge at a distance. It is a calamity there
should be anything to ujudge." The only
course for visitors to the colony is to satisfy
themselves by personal investigation. The
Lord will judge all when he comes, and in
the recollection of this, every just man will
tind consolation.

UNITED STATES.

ALBANY (Ogn.).— Brother A. Marshall
reports his withdrawal from the L. T.
Nichols' fellowship, which he accepted some
time back, under the mistaken impression
that those composing it were uncompromising
friends of the truth. He finds they are
Renunciation! sts.

CLEVELAND (Ohio).—Brother Shaw, re-
cently removed to this place, says: " We
have found society here very loose and most
indifferent. They don't even begin to be-
lieve the Scriptures, consequently our testi-
mony has no weight with them. Still, we
will try (if the Lord tarry) and send, as often
as we can, for reading matter to circulate
the precious word of life. We break bread
together in commemoration of the broken
body and shed blood of our dear Lord until
he come, and believing it to be near, we trust
to be found among the accepted at his ap-
pearing."

SAN FRANCISCO (Cal.).—Brother Faulk
writes of his arrival here in June last. He
calls the place a " Sodom," and has no good
news to send. He aims to get on to Cleve-
land, Ohio, where no doubt brother Shaw
will be glad to receive him.

ELIZABETH (N.J.). — J . O. Woodruffe
objects to the statements of brother Cod-
dington, of Brooklyn, appearing in the
Christadelphian for August last, as calcu-
lated to convey a wrong impression. So far
from having forsaken the truth, he says that,
after twenty-five years' profession of it, it is
to him exceedingly and increasingly precious
from day to day. He, however, asks a ques-
tion which explains brother Coddington's
letter, viz., whether it is necessary to believe
that the righteous at the resurrection are
to come forth in flesh and blood nature?
This shows that those referred to by brother
Coddington refuse to receive the doctrine of
the judgment at the Lord's coming. The
question is, is it necessary to believe that the
dead will be judged " at his appearing and
his kindgom?" (understanding by judgment
the dispensing of life or death by the Lord to
those who appear before him from the grave
or the land of the living). Those who say
" N o " t o this question cause the difficulty
with those who must have the truth as the
basis of their proceedings. No doubt there
is a good deal of puffing up of novices that
friend Woodruffe speaks of; at the same
time, is it not the fact that the principal
cause of strife and division is the refusal of
some to consent to the form of sound words,
even the wholesome words of the Lord by his

WILLIAM H. DAVIS, PRINTER, BIRMINGHAM,



The Christadelphian "
Feb. 1, 1881.

" He (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father) ;
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN."—(Heb. ii. 11.)

u For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THE
SONS OF GOD."—(Rom. viii. 19.)
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DR. THOMAS'S EFFORTS FOR THE TRUTH THIRTY
YEARS AGO.

" THERE has been residing at the lower end of King and Queen for several
years past a self-excised member of the Methodist church. From some
cause or other, he determined to read the Bible for himself. The effect of
this unusual determination soon became manifest. He found that the
system of doctrine, called Methodism, which he had all along supposed was
the very truth itself, w7as nowhere to be found in the scriptures. The
result was that he began to give utterance to what he believed; and to
proclaim that his brethren, and indeed the religious world at large, were
altogether gone out of the way; and that their faiths were not the gospel
of salvation. Conversing one day with a friend upon these matters, he
learned from him that he was not alone in his views. He lent him a
number of the Herald, where to his surprise and gratification he found
them advocated at large. He became a subscriber to the paper, and by its
assistance was enabled more effectively to agitate for the truth. This he
has done with considerable success, proving that if there be but one man
in a neighbourhood who believes, he can, if in earnest, excite considerable
attention to the truth. We were invited to hold meeting there the first
convenient opportunity, which happened on Wednesday and Thursday, the
16th and 17th of July. After a hot drive of twenty miles we arrived at the
Old Church between 11 and 12 o'clock. We were agreeably disappointed
in rinding quite a large gathering of the people awaiting our arrival»
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This was the result of the agitation
which had preceded us. We soon
found that Immortality and Baptism
were the questions which stirred up
the people; for we were requested by
some of the members of the Metho-
dist body, through our friend, to
address them on " the Immortality
of the Soul;" while certain of the
Baptists also wished us to say some-
thing about baptism. We endea-
voured to oblige both parties. On
the first day we discoursed on Life
and Incorruptibility brought to light
by Jesus Christ in the gospel of the
kingdom. We stated the theory
concocted by the heathen before
Christ came, and adopted by the
New Platonists, who sprung up in
the apostolic churches from the tares
which the enemy had scattered among
them. We endeavoured to exhibit
this as it is taught in the papal and
protestant theologies, impartially and
without extenuation. We then
showed what the Bible taught upon
the subject, that by the contrast
the truth might shine forth more
conspicuously. The things discussed
held the people in profound attention
upwards of two hours. In dismissing
the audience, Mr. Magruder made some
concluding remarks, which were fol-
lowed by a question from a class-
leader, who wished to know, if his
soul and body would lie in the grave
when he was dead 1 He put other
questions as difficulties in the way
of our positions, founded upon the
hackneyed texts usually quoted by
the Platonists of the age in support
of their mythology, such as " kill
the body, but cannot kill the soul,"
the rich man and Lazarus, " absent
from the body, present with the
Lord," the thief upon the cross, &c.
Mr. Magruder replied to some of
the questions, and we also to one or

two ; although he demurred to us as
being able to prove anything we
pleased ! As our friend the leader
seemed to be in the spirit of inter-
minable inquiry, we concluded to cut
the matter short for the present, and
to meet an hour sooner on the mor-
row to look further into it. This
being agreed to, we dispersed to our
several abodes.

We reassembled at 11 a. m., with
an undiminished congregation. A
string of texts was handed in by the
leader, which would have furnished
matter enough for a series of fashion-
able sermons for several months. He
wished us simply to explain them by
scripture without reasoning. This
was an impossibility we could not
undertake. He wanted scripture,
not reason; we required both as
more scriptural and apostolic. We
occupied about an hour in examining
some of his texts, and turned over
the remainder to Mr. Magruder to
make what disposition of them he
found convenient in the afternoon.
We then proceeded to address them
on " the Great Salvation," as con-
trasted with the salvation of the
" immortal soul " from everlasting
burnings. This occupied two hours.
After a recess for refreshment, the
audience reassembled to hear Mr.
Magruder, who showed that the doc-
trine advocated was in perfect har-
mony with the letter and spirit of
the texts which remained to be
explained.

As to our friend who had induced
us to visit the neighbourhood, the
meeting was to him a sort of jubilee.
A triumphant advocacy he conceived
had been exhibited in behalf of the
great truths he had himself been
agitating for so a long time. We were
glad to hear from all sides that he
was highly esteemed as a good and
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honest citizen. This was especially
gratifying to us, whom he called upon
to identify ourselves with him by
uniting him in baptism to the name
of Jesus Christ. Finding the root
of the matter in him, and a deter-
mination to abide by the truth
through evil as well as through good
report, we readily acquiesced in his
request, and baptized him in the
Mataponi on the morning of our
departure for the vicinity of the
broad waters of the Rappahannock,
in Essex county. The kindness, good
feeling, and hospitality of the citizens
in general was unreserved. We had
nothing to complain of, but much
reason to rejoice, and to hope that
fruit may appear to everlasting life.

Our party consisted of brethren
Edwards, Magruder, self, and daugh-
ter. The friends in King William
had furnished us with a carriage and
norses; so that we were enabled,
very agreeably, to make a circuit of
about 70 miles from Acquinton. The
weather was hot, and the roads
sandy, dry, and dusty. With this
exception our tour was as pleasant as
could be desired. After a drive of
twenty-five miles we arrived at the
Jiospitable residence of our friend,
Mr. Trible, who is highly respected
by all that have the pleasure of his
acquaintance. He is at present in
the dual number, contending in the
midst of gainsayers for the gospel of
the kingdom. He was formerly
among the "reformers," to whom he
became obnoxious by urging upon
their attention " the things of the
kingdom " as the hope set before us
in the gospel. Not content with
rejecting his testimony, they inflicted
upon him what petty annoyances
were in their power. They injured
him in his school, and slandered his
character, as the only answer at their

command to his arguments and testi-
monies for the truth. Not being
accustomed to hard usage as we are,
the treatment he has experienced at
their hands has been esteemed a sore
affliction. But it is good to be
afflicted. Its perfects our faith,
makes us patient, makes us feel our
dependence on God, and strengthens
us to endure hardships as good
soldiers. We are to "count it all
joy when we fall into divers trials "
of our faith; for a blessing is pro-
nounced upon all who are persecuted
and falsely reproached for the gospel's
sake. We could not therefore sorrow
with our friend, but wish him joy in
the communion of persecution he had
experienced from the ancient gospel-
lers in common with ourselves. We
doubt not he will treat it as lightly
as we do when a little more accus-
tomed to it. They have not yet
denounced him for " one of Murrel's
gang ! " This has been said of us in
this city as an opinion generally
entertained ! But are we therefore a
robber and a murderer because the
slanderer affirms it1? Nay, Such
peeches, while they show the malices
of the enemy, only provoke a smile,
and the expression of gratitude to
God that he has disarmed Satan, and
restricted his enmity to idle and im-
potent words, which can neither kill
us, nor break our bones.

It was expected that the Kappa-
hannock, or Bethanian, meeting
house, which was built by public
subscription as "a free church;}

would have been opened on the week
day at least for the accommodation
of the citizens. But they were not
to have the use of the house they
built. Before this was ascertained,
notice was given that we should
speak there. But the Bathanist
leaders took it into their heads that
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their fellow-citizens should not hear
us under the roof that sheltered
them. They resolved that the doors
and windows should be shut, that
neither they nor the light might
enter in. These were strange
doings for " primitive Christians,"
who a very few years ago were chilled
with pious horror at the awful
bigotry of the Baptists in closing
their doors against people, who de-
sired only to " prove all things and
to hold fast that which was good !"
Who would have thought it, that
within the short space of twenty
years these very " primitives " would
have done precisely the same thing.
Some of their fellow-citizens, who
cared neither for what we were said
to teach, nor for their opinions, but
who love liberty, and admire con-
sistency and probity, were indignant
at their conduct; and turned in with
heart and hand to the aid of bro.
Trible in providing accommodation for
the public, and refreshments in the
adjoining grove. The ground was
cleared up, a stand erected, and seats
provided. The petty annoyances be-
stowed upon our friend, the refusal
of the house, and some curiosity to
hear us, combined to bring together
a large and respectable congregation.
The assembly was considerable on
Saturday; but far more so on the
following day. The weather was fine;
but the foliage not being quite dense
enough, the sun would sometimes
shine in upon us inconveniently. The
fable of " the Dog in the Manger "
well illustrates the RappaliannocJc
and the Grove in this point of view.
A commodious meeting house was in
sight, but the " Reformers" would
neither use it themselves, nor permit
their neighbours its protection from
the stroke of a July sun. Under all
the circumstances of the case, how-

ever, we had more ground of con-
gratulation than complaint. We
addressed the people three hours on
each day on the things of the king-
dom ; and showing also how it was
to be set up by the God of heaven.
Mr. Magruder spoke on Sunday after-
noon on some things not touched upon
by us. He found even as we that
speaking in the open air was no re-
freshing pastime; but a labor of
some severity, which we unrepiningly
accept as a modicum of the evil in-
flicted upon us by the Bethanists for
the good we proposed to do them.
They have proved themselves " con-
tary to all men : forbidding us (as
far as in them lies) to speak to the
people that they might be saved.""
It is with pleasure, however, we caa
testify that there are some in the
Rappahannock body who do not
approve of the course pursued by their
leaders; and who are disposed to
listen and to learn. Our controversy
is not with such as these, although
they may not agree with what we
teach. It is with " the leaders,"'
who in all ages have " caused the
people to err." We extend the hand
of friendship and the olive branch
of peace to all of " an honest and
good heart," who are willing for the
truth's sake to prove all things. We
entertain no hostile feelings to men
who desire to know, and are disposed
to do, the truth, although they cannot
see eye to eye with us. We respect
and honor the disposition; and
rejoice in his manifestation where-
ever it appears, in Jew or Gentile,.
Barbarian or Scythian, bond or free.
Understanding the truth, as we be-
lieve, our hostility is to every thing
contrary to it, and subversive of it -r

but to those persons only who refuse
to hear, and investigate, and yet
blindly oppose it, and seek malicious-
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ly to injure its advocates. These are
blind leaders of the blind. They
constitute a class upon whose heads
we would pile up coals of fire ;* but
with whom we would be no more at
peace than Jesus with the Pharisees,
or Paul with those who perverted the
gospel he proclaimed. Our con-
troversy is with the sowers of discord
and hewers out of broken cisterns ;
and not with the poor people whom
they victimize by their cunning, and
by their vapid and effete traditions.
The Eappahannock members very
properly met at their usual hour, and
attended to the things that brought
them together. Having disposed of
these, it was found expedient to dis-
miss without making a further draft
upon " the evangelist." His services,
therefore, being dispensed with for
the time, they all adjourned to the
grove, with a very few exceptions,
to hear what was being published
there. We were glad to observe
their advent; for it proved they were
not as far gone in bigotry as their
co-religionists in some other parts of
the Old Dominion. We appeal to
theis candor, if they did not hear
more of God's testimony quoted and
interpreted in our single discourse
than from all their u evangelists"
put together for a whole year before.
Why is this? Because but little
scripture is required in ringing the
changes on " baptism for remission
of sins," and how the spirit operates,
on " the three kingdoms," and " the
three salvations ;" but in preaching
the gospel of the kingdom God's
testimony is required from Genesis
to Eevelation. Ο that they would
awake from the slumber into which
they have fallen, and give heed to
the joyful sound ! There is more in
the gospel than comes from Bethany.

(Head quarters of Campbell—Bm.
Ed.) The Hope of the gospel is
known there only as a jest. Both
Israel and their hope, and all that
advocate the restoration of the king-
dom to them, are but a gibe in the
mouth of the philosopher who plays
the oracle there. Let the disciples
of Bethany turn their minds to
Moses and the prophets, who speak
of iC the restitution of all things," or
the glad tidings of the kingdom, and
they will soon discover the darkness
that broods like chaos over the mind
of their Gamaliel. We suspect they
heard something on the 20th July
that changed their opinion of our
teaching in some degree. Why
should not they be gratified in hear-
ing the truth as well as people of
other sects. Surely prejudice is not
too strong to permit them to utter
what all candid and thinking men
perceive, namely, that if the Bible
be true, then we proclaim the truth.
We take this opportunity of com-
mending the Eappahannock body for
the conclusion of their second and
better thoughts. Word was sent us
that we could use the meeting house
after the recess if we pleased. For
ourselves we had weathered the
morning under an umbrella, and were
not indisposed to enjoy the grove as
a listener in the afternoon. There
seemed to be no disposition among
the people to adjourn, seeing they
had borne the brunt of the incon-
venience so long. An hour or so
would bring the meeting to a close;
when we strangers at least, should
all find an old English hospitality
and Virginia welcome at the Anglo-
American board of bro. Trible and
his intelligent and accomplished
lady. And so it came to pass."—
Herald. /W . /ι >/<£-/

*Rom. xii. 20.
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DIARY OF A CHRISTADELPHIAN.

(Continued from Page 1^.)

MONDAY, Dec. 27.—The rarest of
all ecclesiastical occurrences has taken
place in my absence from home this
morning. An orthodox minister (a
former neighbour of mine) has been
" to have a quiet chat." He is the
only one out of a pretty extensive
circle of parsonic acquaintances who
has ventured upon so hazardous an
experiment within a period of four
and a half years. About twelve
months ago I lent him " Twelve
Lectures," as he expressed a desire to
see the style of writing that had
been potent enough to induce a sane,
man to step down from the clerical
pedestal. To-day he returned it,
professing to have " carefully read it
without being in the least shaken by
its arguments." In conversation
with my sister wife, however, it soon
transpired that he knew very little
about the book, for he revealed great
ignorance of the Christadelphian posi-
tion. His attempt to buttress or-
thodoxy was almost too contemptible
even for that contemptible cause.
How did he deal with the questions
raised ? Why just as an ancient
school-mistress (whose orthography
would not have charmed Murray) was
wont to do with the hard words—
she simply " skipped " them. That
was what he was in the habit of
doing when he came to such texts as
those which Sister Ashcroft had
quoted ! In reply to the suggestion
that such a method of treatment was
not that which wisdom would pursue
towards the holy oracles, he simply
assented and laughed, ' Had our
Christadelphianism made any differ-
ence in the attitude of our friends

towards us 1' Of course, all the
difference in the world. It had
produced estrangement more com-
plete and hopeless than anything
else could have done. I verily
believe my pious relatives regard
Christadelphianism with much more
intense abhorrence than they would
have exercised in relation to any
sore moral evil that might have
arisen amongst them. And no won-
der : for moral delinquency is an
orthodox qualification for the favour
of Christ, who is said to delight to
receive the devil's castaways; whereas
the Christadelphian attitude is out-
side all ordinary measurement and
calculation. The truth divides asun-
der friendships more completely,than
does the sharp two-edged sword the
joints and marrow. It is a constant
pain and grief to feel compelled to
stand apart from enterprises in which
most of our kindred after the flesh
are zealously embarked, and to be
cut off from the refinements and in-
tercourses of educated society. (Not
that the friends of the truth are to
be considered ill-mannered always,
and without education of the highest
order.) We are not responsible for
this—nor yet for the distressing im-
plication our position carries with it,
that those from whom we have
turned away are not walking in the
way of truth. If they were, they
would find no supporters more stead-
fast and enthusiastic than we. It is
just a question as to what is the
truth? That question is either
capable of being answered, or it is
not. If it is not, then all human
association on a religious basis is
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reasonless—a thing of uncertainty
and guess. My old friend would
say, that it is useless to appeal to the
Scriptures, since they are made the
foundation of every kind of theo-
logical absurdity.—" All religious
bodies get their notions from the
Bible, just as you profess to do."
The simple answer to which is, that
—ideas taken from the Scriptures,
will inevitably be found in the
Scriptures—since no one can take
from a book what that book does not
contain. History cannot be got out
of a Mathematical Treatise, nor
arithmetic from Watt's hymns. Let
our acquaintances honestly search
the Scriptures for their favourite
doctrines. Never was a more fruit-
less investigation begun.

My friend seemed to think that
the ministerial office has not much to
fear from such books as the " Twelve
Lectures." And no doubt he is cor-
rect in his forecast. Such as he need
not be greatly alarmed, as though
their craft were in danger from the
circulation of Christadelphian writ-
ings. They may, it is true, lose the
patronage of here and there one who
has been on the look out for some
reasonable and Scriptural solution of
the dark problems which must
present themselves occasionally to
the orthodox mind, but the majority
are too tightly wedged into their
places. There are few who have the
ability and the courage to inquire
into the Scriptural merits of the
religious system into which they were
born. No one ever heard of an
Episcopalian Father taking his son
aside and saying—"Now it is time
you were thinking of taking a stand
in connection with some Church or
other—You know I belong to the
Church of England, whose clergy I
consider to be the direct successors

of the Apostles, and possess ' power
and commandment to declare and
pronounce' unto their fellows * the
absolution and remission of their
sins.'—I heartily believe all that is
contained in the Prayer Book—from
the Thirty-Nine Articles down to the
weighty declaration that ' that a man
may not marry his grandmother.'
But I don't want you to say you
believe as I do until you have
thoroughly looked into these matters
for yourself, and tried point by point
in the light of Bible teaching."

Whatever son was thus parentally
advised ? Is there under the sun a
thing more palpable than the fact
that reverence for a particular deno-
mination is more a matter of educa-
tional bias than anything else ] Men
are in such slavish dread of the
popular condemnation and reproach
and especially of the ostracism and
abuse of their co-religionists, that a
change is simply out of question,
however strongly the dictates of en-
lightened reason may suggest its
importance. The process of departure
from the old traditional lines for the
still older lines of Apostolic truth is
seen to be accompanied with vast
inconvenience. " This is a great
change for you," said an old pew-
holder of mine the other day, in
whose house I was on a piano-tuning
expedition—" and all for conscience
sake." " Yes," said I, " I have no
doubt I am considered an amiable
fool." " Well," quoth he, " upon my
word I don't think a man with a
family is justified in considering his
conscience as you have done. There
are lots of these parsons who don't
believe what they teach, and I don't
blame them for sticking to their posts
—It's a living for thera, and as
things now are in the world a man
must not be so squeamish about his



56 DIARY OF A CHRTSTADELPHIAN. FTlie Christadelphian
L Feb 1, 1881.

conscience.—It wouldn't do in trade,
anyhow.—Conscience, indeed ! It's
all very wel], but how is a man to
live ? " " Not by bread alone," was
the substance of my reply. It was
impossible to invest my history with
a look of wisdom in such eyes. The
Gentiles cannot see afar off. How-
ever, this particular Gentile paid me
as much for tuning his piano as he
would formerly have done for his
seat in the church. How rarely are
Divine measurements applied to
human conduct! The Christadel-
phian s have few competent inter-
preters. Their inevitable fate at
present, is what it was in the first
century. Mankind care for none of
the things which comprise the truth.
With all their professed reverence
for the Scriptures, the study of the
Inspired Volume and the careful
comparison of one part with another,
is a labour for which the majority
have no taste. They are content to
leave these matters in the hands of
men in whose probity they have no
great confidence (vide my friend just
referred to)—men whose temporal
interests would be imperilled, if
honest and independent study of the
Bible became anything like general.
There is real comfort in being one of
a few, as things now are. No man's
ideas are of any intrinsic value to
him unless he has looked well round
all thecorners of them, and thoroughly
reasoned them out. A whole world's
population has been wrong, and only
one man right before now. And
Christ said that Noah's days were to
have their counterpart in a state of
society yet to come. If we found
that numbers were beginning to flock
beneath the standard we unfurl, we
should do-well to take it down and see
if it had the right heraldry upon it. I
notice, however, in conversation with

old acquaintances, that they are most
concerned to know what numerical
progress we are making. In their
estimation, a thing is of no conse-
quence, so long as the multitude
hold aloof -from it. They don't
know how hard is the labour of
sobering an intoxicated community,
and in what rare cases the toil ex-
pended achieves the end. Christa-
delphians are not made as easily as
Methodists or Quakers. I was
struck the other day by the dis-
covery that lunatics have, what is
supposed to be, the gospel preached
to them in the asylums. So simple
is the popular religion !—It is adapted
to idiotic capacity. But we have no
evidence that Christ ever preached
the gospel of the kingdom to de-
mented Jews. A Plymouth brother
complained to me recently that I
believed with my head ; whereupon,
I naturally inquired, whether I must
believe without my heed. The ulti-
mate success of the engrafted word is
not guaranteed in the absence of an
understanding mind.

Our clerical visitor insinuated that
he had seen all these heresies before,
and should have given me credit for
more sense than I had displayed in
becoming a Christadelphian. It
suits this class of men to talk on
this wise, but it is a trial of patience
to listen. To be accounted insane
on the subject in relation -to which
you reveal the truest wisdom, creates
an occasion for the display of that
meekness which Christ will look for
in all his friends. Besides, the
assumption that these doctrines
" were all examined when we were
at College " is simply false. I can
testify that, after a course of theo-
logical study, I did not even know
what a Millenarian was ! And if
any one had spoken to me of the re-
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building of the Tabernacle of David
which has fallen down, or of " The
times of the Gentiles/' or pointed
out the distinction between Hades
and Gehenna, I should have felt
that my collegiate training was being
supplemented in a very important
degree. The Truth is unknown at
the theological seminaries : but it
would never do for the clergy to
speak as thongh they had not
thoroughly discussed Christadelphian
doctrines in the corridors of the
College or University. These doc-
trines are entirely outside the
curriculum of any clerical manufac
tory under the sun.

My former neighbour considered
that the great thing was to have
the Spirit of Christ, and to love
Him ; and declared that our peculiar
position should make no difference in
his friendship towards us, and he
wished us prosperity. It was im-

possible to reciprocate these expres-
sions of goodwill, or bid him " God-
speed " in his career as a blind leader
of the blind. And, as to friendship,
Mr. Ashcroft would accept none
from any quarter where the truth
was dishonoured and put in the
back ground. The Spirit of Christ
was best shown by attention to His
commandments, and no man could
love Him who was unbelieving and
disobedient of His Words. Why,
indeed, should an effort be made to
galvanize these old friendships ! In
a short time our Gentile acquaint-
ances will be in the coffin. We
know no man after the flesh; and
this is how every natural man knows
his fellows. On the whole, our
clerical acquaintance would not feel
refreshed by his visit, and he will
probably never repeat it.

( To be continued. )

T H E V I S I B L E H A N D OF GOD

MIRACLES, SIGNS AND WONDERS:
The nature and design of such operations and their necessity to the accomplishment

of the work of God in the earth.

No. 2.

" THE present aim will be to rehearse the miraculous occurrences testified,
with the object of illustrating the nature of them, and their necessity for
accomplishing the end in view." In carrying out the plan sketched in these
words at the close of the article appearing last month, we might begin with
the first chapter of Genesis. Here we have marvel enough of the miraculous
order. "God said'Let there be light,'and there was light," and so with
other things : his word produced the result. This, however, would be too
early a search for the exhibition of the visible hand of God to outcast man,
inasmuch as man was not on the scene to witness these wonders. Still, it,
is not foreign to the subject to realise in passing that such must have been
the beginning of things.

It is the scientific fashion to believe that things have " evolved " them-
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selves. But this is a mere speculation. That is, it is a guess suggested by
certain facts on the surface of things that look in that direction, but which
are capable of another explanation. It is a guess inconsistent with other
facts: a guess hazarded by one or two clever men, and taken up and re-
echoed by thousands of mediocrities : a guess, however, rejected by men of
equal scientific eminence to the originators of it, and refused by a large
section of the scientific community. As a guess, it is not like most scientific
conclusions—demonstrated truth; it is a mere theory in the air that has
rapidly become popular because of its tendency to liberate from the obliga-
tions associated with the Scriptures. It is a guess effectually demolished
when the resurrection of Christ is established; for with the resurrection of
Christ comes the proof of his divinity and the consequent establishment of
Moses and the prophets endorsed by him.

But even evolution itself cannot dispense with such-a beginning of things
as is exhibited in the Mosaic narrative. For what is evolution 1 It is the
gradual development of things^ from latent power. The power for a thing
be (or its " potentiality," as scientific writers say) must exist before the thing
itself can come. For example, the potentiality of any plant exists in its
seed; the potentiality of ice exists in water; the potentiality of the
various orders of living things exists in their respective seeds. Without
this antecedent power to exist, they would not come. Now, carry the process-
of evolution backwards far enough, we are bound to come to a time when
there was no earth, no sun, no stars; when the universe was an undeveloped
potentiality. (The hypothesis of evolution involves this.) Very well,
imagining ourselves in such a time, what should we have to look at, so to
speak] In a sense, of course, there would be nothing to see, for nothing
concrete existed to be seen; but the force or power now incorporate in the
splendid frame of the universe must have existed. There must have been
an all-space-filling ocean of invisible power or energy out of which heaven
and earth came by " evolution." Now, in this ocean there must have existed
the potentiality of heaven and earth ; for if the power of them to come did
not exist there, how came they ] Yes, says the evolutionist, their potentiality
did exist; that is what we contend for. Very well, but look at this r
how came the potentiality to stir itself ! Select any time for the start you
like (any number of millions of years), it was at rest before then 1 Yes.
Now for how long a time was it at rest] It matters Dot if you say a year
(which of course would be absurd) or a million of years (which would only
be a little less absurd), or measureless time—time without beginning (which
must have been the fact). Here is the problem you have to face : how
came the potentiality to stir when it did stir, and why was it quiescent in
the antecedent eternity 1 Must not something have come upon the scene at
the moment of the stirring, which was not before at work ] Must not an
impulse have begun to move which was not moving before] Must not the»
previously sleeping " force " have begun to vibrate with a formative stimulus
not previously experienced] How came the antecedent " force/7 however
slowly, to incorporate itself in the beautiful forms of the universe, which
had no previous existence 1 Something like the Mosaic start took place-
even on your hypothesis ; a fiat, a stimulus, a volition not before active .̂
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gave things a start in the direction of their present form, even if they have
been evolved in the Darwinian sense. The slowness does not make the
process any easier to understand. If the Mosaic start in a quick way is
inconceivable, so is the Darwinian ; they are both equally out of the range
of the human intellect. There are two great differences between them in
favour of the Mosaic. 1st, the Darwinian hypothesis is a guess, while the
Mosaic narrative is a matter of testimony commended to our faith by many
powerful evidences ; secondly, the Mosaic view gives us a cause adequate to the
effect produced, viz., an all-wise, all-powerful Intelligence, possessing in himself
the focalised power of the universe, and capable of imparting that initiative
to creative power that is required for the explanation of what we see,
while the Darwinian theory gives us eternal force without will or wisdom to
do a thing which required both in their supremest form.

God has made heaven and earth by his power. This is the simple proposition
to which the prof oundest of philosophy leads. Nothing deeper or at the same
time more satisfactory, as an account of the beginning of things, will ever be
written than the words of Genesis i. " And God said, * Let there be light/
and there was light." The child and the philosopher meet here on common
ground. The only difference is, that the philosopher has been out on the
field of exploration to which the child's curiosity will by-and-bye lead him,
and has returned with the discovery that things in general are larger and
more inscrutable than the child has any idea of.

The only practical difficulty in the way of accepting the Mosaic narrative
is the assumption that it teaches that the work of creation began 6,000
years ago. Close study will show that there is no real foundation for this
assumption, and that all that the Bible teaches is that the earth was put in
order and the Adamic race appeared on the scene 6,000 years ago. The
pre-existence of the earth and of races upon it, is not only compatible with
the Mosaic narrative, but is recognised in the opening chapter. Before the
six days' work began, it shows us (verse 2, chap, i.) "Darkness on the face
of the deep :" the earth without order, and void. The very first incident
described is the movement of the spirit of God " on the face of the waters"
(same verse), from which it follows the earth and the waters existed before
the re-organising work of 6,000 years ago began. How long it had existed
in that state there is nothing to show; but there is room for any length of
time the evidences of geology may claim. Consequently, there is none of
the practical and insuperable difficulty which most people suppose to be in
the way of receiving the Mosaic account of creation. The earth had a
history before the six days' work, as further evident from the words
addressed to Adam : " Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth."
The nature of that history is not disclosed to us in the Scriptures, and
geology cannot tell us. Both the Bible and geology show it was a history
marked by convulsion and ending in catastrophe. The Bible shows us the
recovery from that state by the six days' work ending in the appearance of
Adam on the scene. The Bible and Geology are sufficiently in agreement
to make the acceptance of both possible, but even if there were hopeless
divergence between them, we must remember that geology is too incomplete
and changeable a science (changeable, that is, in the inferences that men
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d raw from the facts observed; changeable also in the aspect in which facts
present themselves to various students and at different times), to come into
competition with the attested authority of the Scriptures of Moses, the
prophets and the apostles.

The beginning of miracle upon earth, then, we doubtless contemplate in
the formation of Adam from the dust and the attendant works of repair and
re-order. There is no difficulty in the reception of this miracle that is not
equally experienced in any theory in which human intellect may prefer to
take refuge. This is the conclusion reached by the line of reflection we
have roughly sketched. Whatever the nature of the beginning, and to
however remote a point it may be deferred, it is enveloped in mystery
inscrutable. Here is the fact, that man—wonderful man with all his weak-
nesses and basenesses—is here; and there is the other fact, that go far
enough back, and he was not upon earth. Between these two points of
time, his appearance takes place ; and whenever and however that appearance
took place, a marvel occurred for which no explanation can be found in the
antecedent eternity, apart from the existence of eternal wisdom and power.
This is adapting the argument to modern habits of thought. By whatever
name people may please to designate the cause, that cause, combining
wisdom and power, is God and nothing else. That we cannot understand
God, is no obstacle. Whatever we may call it, we are in the presence of
that which cannot be understood. Who can understand eternity ? who can
understand " force Τ To put away God and give us " force " is not relieving
us of any difficulty; it is not giving us anything we can understand better. It
is rather increasing our difficulty ; for if passive, mindless force can produce
a creation like that which we see around us, bearing the stamp of matchless
wisdom, both in its general form and in its minutest arrangements, then is
force a more wonderful God than the God of Israel; for the God of Israel
declares to us he has made all these things by his power and his wisdom,
while scientific Atheism would give us a God possessed of neither—a blind
God—a sleeping God—a God that slept for ages and then woke up without a
cause and proceeded to " evolve " at a rate of progress suggestive of wonder-
ful sloth in the first cause.

Adam must have appeared at once, and at the time Moses informs as
he appeared; for if he appeared by slow development from a lower life, or
by spontaneous development in a complete form, the fact would demand
three things that experience does not realise. 1. There ought to be no lower
forms of life now : for if creation u evolves " by mechanical impulse with-
out discernment, discrimination, or design, her " developments" should
march abreast, and there ought to be no monkeys, no dogs, no " primordial
germs"—nothing but men. 2. If to this it is objected that surrounding
circumstances exercise a "natural selection," and prevent devolopment in
certain cases, then, as there are all sorts of circumstances, there ought to be
all sorts of stages of development, and we ought to have some tribes of men
with tails, and some with wings, and some with horns, and some with
amphibious capabilities like the hippopotamus, and certainly we ought to
have speaking animals, instead of which, man is man everywhere ; there is
an unbridgable gap between the lowest human specimen and the highest of
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the animals in the hulk and distribution and position of the brain. 3. If
man appeared on the scene by spontaneous development (most absurd of
all the wild suggestions to which atheistic predisposition drives the cleverest
of men) he ought to do so now, because nature, on this hypothesis, is
unchanged and unchangeable, and ought to present us every now and then
with a man whose mother should be the rock or the peat bog, and his father,
the sun's rays or some other form of the wonderful " force." · ·

Finally, the extent of human population upon earth at the present time,
considered with reference to known rates of increase, after allowing for
the devastations of war and the depopulations of barbarism, and the flood,
involves, the conclusion that human generation began at the time repre-
sented by Moses. What if there are remains of pre-historic and pre-Adamic
races'? The conclusion is not weakened. Such facts would only go to show
that in the pre-Adamic history, for which there is room in the Mosaic
narrative, the prior races, with which we have no connection, played a
part, of which all memory and trace have been obliterated by the
catastrophe (probably judicial) which plunged the earth into the chaos
in which the Mosaic narrative opens upon it : after the analogy of the
Noahcic flood which we shall have to consider by and bye.

" The Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul." This is
the all-sufficient explanation of the marvel of man's advent upon earth—
the initial miracle of human history. God fashioned him direct from
the dust. This is enough. It suits and harmonises all the facts of the
the case which cannot be said of any scientific hypothesis. It has the
merit of being unburdened by the pretentious jargon of science, and of
setting forth all that we can or need to know of the process by which the
foundation of the human race was laid in the production of the first
man. It has the further merit of being an authoritative piece of information
and not speculation, for it comes to us with the stamp of Christ's
endorsement, and Christ's case is too far beyond the region of uncertainty
to be debateable In telling us that God made man it clears the resurrec-
tion of all the difficulty which some men have professed to see in i t ;
for obviously, God who produced the wonderful mechanism of human
life at the beginning, can easily reproduce it when the occasion calls.

The creation of man is not precisely of the order of miracle with which
these articles propose to deal. It is the miracles wrought towards man after
his establishment on the earth that chiefly claim our attention. Still, it is
not without advantage to begin at the very beginning, and fix attention upon
himself. We have looked at him in the moment of his appearance on the
scene. We look at him in the first stage of his career. " The Lord God
planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there he put the man whom he had
fonned . . . to dress it and to keep it." (Gen. ii. 8-15.) This was
before the appearance of Eve. The planting of the garden would be in the
nature of a miracle. A clearing or enclosure would be made, and stocked
with fruits and flowers, in a readier and easier manner than by shovel and
pick. The power that made a man from the same material would find no
difficulty in this. It was not a work of superfluity. It was necessary that
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Adam alone in the land should have a prepared and suitable place to be in,
and what more suitable than an enclosed collection of " every tree that is
pleasant to the sight and good for food " (verse 9). Such surroundings were
adapted to the tastes and necessities of a newly-made and solitary man. But
another miracle was necessary to complete his situation. " The Lord God
said, it is not meet that man should be alone : I will make him an helpmeet
for him . . . and the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam
and he slept, and he took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh instead
thereof, and the rib which the Lord God had taken from man made he a
woman, and brought her unto the man." God could have made woman
direct from the ground as he made Adam : but he preferred to extract a
portion of Adam's own framework and use that as a foundation from which
to build the woman. We should speak presumptuously if we were to say
there were no reasons for this preference. We may not know them all, but
it is easy to see that the fact of Eve's origin (coming to Adam's knowledge as
it did—see verse 23) would give her a place in his sympathy which another
origin might have failed to give her : and it is not unnatural to suppose that
the employment of a portion of his own being as the basis of his helpmeet
would establish an electrical affinity between them, which would tend to
the unity which God designed should exist between man and woman as " one-
flesh." There was also an allegory established which would have been
wanting had Eve been independently produced. Paul tells us that Adam
was " a figure of him (Christ) who was to come." (Rom. v. 14.) Now, it was
in the purpose of God to develop " the bride the Lamb's wife " from Christ
himself by death (the antitype of Adam's deep sleep). Consequently, it was
fitting that the relation of Eve's origin to Adam should exhibit the analogy
corresponding to this.

Naturalists, of course, scout the whole affair as a fable. But they are
precluded from doing so in true reason. They must first get rid of Christ,
which is impossible, and of the Bible, which is another impossibility : and
of Palestine and the Jews,—still further impossibilities. It does not follow
that because the lower animals are male and female by a common derivation,
which does not distinguish one from the other, that therefore it is so in the
human species. Though man, in his present condition, is like the animals
in nature, and lies down on equal terms with them in the dust, he is far higher
than they in his origin, type, and destiny. He is in the image of the
Elohim. He is the similitude of the divine form among the myriads of
living forms that people the earth : among them, he is the only reflex of the
moral and intellectual attributes of the Creator. He is the head of the
animal world. Therefore he is not to be classed as a matter of course with
the lower creatures as to the laws that govern his appearance upon earth. A
dignity and a meaning attach to his origin and his history totally apart from
that of the animals. Naturalists reason from below up to man: in truth,
the process must be reversed. Man has come down from the position in
which he started : and the nature of that position and the reason of that
descent cannot be understood without contemplating him from the divine
point of view. Reproduction was a foreseen necessity in the purpose of God
with the human species: therefore the male and female relation was introduced,
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but it was done in an interesting, dignified, and sympathetic way. It was an
adaptation of a common animal peculiarity to a special and noble creature
formed for the glory of God. Woman was formed from a rib extracted
from man, and thus was achieved the first miracle after man's appearance in
Creation..

EDITOR.

T H E B R I G H T E N I N G HORIZON.

CHANGES THAT HAVE FOR YEARS BEEN" GOING ON IN PALESTINE.

Nothing can more forcibly illustrate the
«changes which, after ages of stagnation,
-are going on in Palestine than the facts
personally testified by a clergyman
(O'Neil), who was for several years a resi-
dent in the Holy Land. These facts show
a general awakening of Palestinian life,
more especially in the direction of Jewish
settlements. The meaning of this awake-
ing is discerned by but very few ; but to
these, the significance is distinct and
sharply defined, and thrills them with
anticipations of the mighty event of
Christ's re-appearance for which the
recovery of the land and people is a prepa-
ration, as they have learnt from the
scriptures. The facts in question are set
forth in a book entitled Palestine Repeopled,
from which the following are

EXTRACTS.

" After the slumber of ages, Palestine is
awakening to new life, and Israel are
actually returning to its shores in such
numbers, and at thejsame time in such a
way as they have never been known to do,
or could have done, since their formal
banishment by the Emperor Hadrian, in
the year A.D. 135. Many Jews, it is true,
driven ruthlessly out of Spain in 1492
found a home in the Holy Land. To go
still further back, the celebrated Hebrew
traveller, Benjamin of Tudela, tells us in
the twelfth century that he found consi-
derable numbers residing in the various
towns of Palestine which he visited—

descendants, perhaps, amongst others, of
some of the 30,000 who joined the arms of
Chosroes the Persian in his capture of
Jerusalem, A.D. 616, or even of the Jews
whom Julian the Apostate restored, A. D.
363, when he vainly endeavoured to
discredit Christianity by rebuilding the
Temple.

" But there is this all-important differ-
ence between what happened in the case of
those who then returned and those who
are now flocking back to the land of their
forefathers. While in the former instances,
whether under Pagan, Christian, or Mus-
lim masters, they were, as all history
shows, equally the subjects of extortion,
oppression and contumely ; now they are
beginning to hold a position of comfort,
ndependence and power. This remark-
able change is in itself significant, and the
whole movement should surely be watched
by the student of prophecy with eager and
expectant attitude.

" The writer cannot doubt that Israel's
partial restoration marks an all-important
epoch. Mr. Bickersteth has well said,
" The restoration of the Jews is the warn-
ing note on the clock of God's providence
that the mystery of God is about to
finish. . . .

1 ' I t may be asked, are there any signs as
yet of the commencement of this momen-
tous work ? A residence of some years in
the Holy Land, and an intimate acquaint-
ance with what is now passing there, leads
me unhesitatingly to answer that snch
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there are. The last four or five years have
witnessed a return of the Jews to Palestine
from all parts, but more especially from
Russia, which has been altogether unprece-
dented. The Hebrew population of
Jerusalem is now probably double what it
was some ten years ago. In l872andl873
such numbers came to reside in Saphed,
one of the four holy cities of the Jews in
the mountains of Galilee, that there were
no houses to receive them, and building
was for a considerable length of time
carried on all night, as well as all day—
this, be it remembered, in the East, where
" the night" is emphatically the time " in
which no man can work ! " Great acces-
sions continue daily; and whereas ten
years ago the Jews were confined to their
own quarter in Jerusalem, the poorest and
worst, they no inhabit all parts of the
city, and are always ready to rent any
house that is to be let. Notwithstanding
this happy change, want of accommodation
still being felt, building societies have been
formed, and many of their simple tene-
ments are now rising outside the city to
the north-west. Even before these many
Jewish houses have been built in two little
colonies outside the Jaffa Gate. Moreover,
the Jews in Palestine are certainly
acquiring possession of landed psoperty
in the villages and country districts.
I believe the /Hebrew population of
Palestine proper must now be stated at
30,000, of whom more than half reside in
Jerusalem.

"To some a population of 30,000 may
seem comparatively a slender number, still
it assumes a real importance when we con-
sider the circumstances of Syria. This
return is to a country ruined and depopu-
lated, and where those who now form the
bulk of the people—the Muslim Arabs—
are entirely ignorant, and in every way
unfit to form a dominant body. The Jews,
therefore, are at this moment, in consider-
ably greater numbers than any other
civilised nation in the Holy Land.

Three causes, of which I believe little

cognisance has yet been taken in England,
have, in the providence of God, mainly
contributed to bring about this marked
return to the Land of Promise , first, new
land laws affecting Palestine ; secondly,
new laws of military service in Russia ;
thirdly, new civilisation throughout the
East. The passing of new land laws
directly affecting Palestine must be placed
first amongst the causes mainly conducive
at this time to Israel's return. It has
often been asked, Why have not the
wealthy Jews purchased back the posses-
sion of their forefathers ? It has long been,
comparatively speaking, empty of inhabi-
tants. The ' ' great forsaking in the midst
of the land " during the past three hundred
years of Turkish misrule has fatally pro-
gressed. Its price too, some few years ago,
owing to the great and increasing poverty
of the private owners, was almost nominal.
Probably one wealthy Hebrew family was
itself alone possessed of means sufficient to
have bought the greater part of the soil.
Cherishing, as we know, an undying desire
to return, how came it that they failed to
do so ? The answer is simple. They could
not, until quite recently, have acquired a
legal title to a single dimemf of land with-
out becoming Turkish subjects. As the
law formerly stood, none but rayahs, or
subjects of the Porte, could hold real pro-
perty in any part of the Ottoman empire.
Now, Turkish corruption and misrule is a
very terrible affair, even to the favoured
Muslim population. But for a Jew to have
become a ray ah in this, the worst governed
province of the Porte, would have been at
once to lose all protection to life and pro-
perty. No English, German, Russian, or
indeed any other European Jew, could
therefore reasonably entertain the project.
It is true that by a legal fraud some lands
were acquired, even in those days, the
purchase being made in the name of a
Turkish subject, commonly some man of
straw, who then secretly conveyed the
property to the real purchaser. This was
not recognised by law, and the legal estate
continued to be vested in the rayah.

t The Arabic acre, which is less than ©urs.
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Some nine years ago, however, a most
important alteration took place. In
June, 1867, an Imperial Rescript (Hatti
humaium) gave to all subjects of foreign
powers, a right to purchase landed pro-
perty in their own name. It was a part of
that marked improvement in the position
of foreigners in Turkey, the commence-
ment of which dates from the time of the
Crimean War. How great the change in
this instance may be best understood when
we remember, that it was only six years
ago it was thought prudent to give this
privilege to aliens even in free and en-
lightened England.

Ήο sooner was the law passed, than
many began to avail themselves of the
right, and plots of ground for building
were purchased in and around the principal
towns of Palestine. At first men found it
hard to believe, that safe possession would
be guaranteed, and that those, who but a
few years before were greeted in the public
streets with opprobrious names and shame-
ful ill-treatment, would be allowed by the
haughty Muslimin to become in peace the
lords of the soil. But as time wore on,
and one villa and cottage after another
arose outside the walls of Jerusalem, where
the owners lived in safety, new confidence
was inspired, and more became desirous of
possessing a portion of the sacred ground.
In the country districts whole villages,
with lands around them to the extent of
over 3,000 dwiems, have been bought—
lands which, though unmanured from year
to year, unimproved in any way, and cul-
tivated with the least possible amount of
labour, are immensely productive.

Already land in the neighbourhood of
several towns has enormously increased in
value. To my knowledge one plot of
ground close to Jerusalem was sold, three
years ago, for twenty times the sum which
was paid for it by the owner. This increase
in value has arisen in a great measure in
consequence of the right of foreigners to
purchase real property.

In the second place, new laws of military
service in Russia, coming into operation

shortly after the promulgation of the new
real property laws in Palestine, has greatly
tended to lead Israel's weary steps back to
their own land. Formerly in that vast
country they were not, as a body, com?
polled to take arms, but were allowed, if
they chose, to pursue their usual peaceful
avocations; now, however, this has all
been changed.

In 1874, Russia adopted the German
system, and all Jews throughout the em-
pire are now required to be enrolled and
drilled at the age of twenty-one. Israelites
are not, as a rule, devoid of courage, as
their ancient wars with the Romans will
attest; but long years of grinding oppres-
sion have told upon them, and rendered
them in many parts of the world singu-
larly averse to the calling of arms. They
have, therefore, very naturally taken alarm
at the terms of the new system, which for
the first time compels them all to military
service. Moreover, they are especially dis-
inclined to fight for Russia. In that
country they have suffered much—in com-
mon with all who differ from it—at the
hands of the Greek Church. Many per-
secuting laws have been passed against
them, more especially in Poland. Now,
in Palestine they are still entirely exempt
from service in the army. A trifling poll-
tax, amounting I believe, to about a
mejeedy (four shillings) a head, is taken
from Jews and Christians in Syria in lieu
of their liability to conscription. They
have, therefore, decided to leave Russia
when and how they can. This is not
easily managed, for such are the despotic
laws of that State, that in many cases
their preparation for departure would be a
ground for their imprisonment. Still, it
is well known in Syria that great numbers
of them are now arriving, and they already
form a very new element of wealth and
influence in the Holy City. During the
years 1871-4, every steamer from Russia

brought her large quota of Hebrew pas-
sengers, and those whose business it was
to meet travellers at Jaffa and conduct
them to Zion, marked with astonishment
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the great crowds that came by these ships.
This state of things, it is said, still con-
tinues. I|have myself repeatedly heard
from their brethren in Jerusalem, and from
Turkish officials in that city, who were in
a position to know, that the Russian Jews
as a body have, ever since the adoption of
the German system of military service in
1874, anxiously sought to leave Muscovite
territory, and settle in the Holy Land.
They cannot; if they would, escape all at
once. The stream of emigration, however,
is now slowly, but steadily, flowing to-
wards Emmanuel's Land, and will, there
is every reason to believe, continue to
flow—the more speedily as the dark war-
clouds now impending settle down on
Europe—till Russia is emptied of a Hebrew
population that probably numbers one-
third of the whole nation of the Jews.

But we have yet to notice the influence
on this movement of a new civilisation in
Syria. Neither the facilities for acquiring
land in Palestine, nor the dread of military
service in Russia, would have been induce-
ments strong enough to have led back
European Jews to the country as it was
some thirty years ago. In those days
Jerusalem could not be entered save in
Eastern costume, the Jews were shut up
in their own unwholesome quarters, and it
would have been death to live among the
Turks. No man could venture alone out-
side the walls of Jerusalem after dark,
much less live in any country house. A
Jew of highest position, walking through
the Suk (bazaars) was liable to the greatest
insult, for which there could be no redress.
For instance, a Turk would take off his
shoe, throw it at the poor fellow, and hail-
ing him as a dog, bid him fetch it, an
indignity to which he was bound to sub-
mit. Fanaticism, violence, ignorance, and
dishonesty had everything their own way.
Such was the state of things in the towns.
In the country districts the land was
wholly uninhabitable for Europeans. The
heads of several of the leading native
families, such as the once much-dreaded
Abu Ghosh, were at the best of times

directors of banditti, that infested the
mountain districts as highway robbers ;
and at the worst, ringleaders in the wide-
spread rebellion, during which the towns
were brought into a state of siege. There
was not a single road in the country,
and when it is added that the Bedawin
Arabs at harvest time swept across the
unprotected fords of the Jordan, to rob
the threshing-floor and levy black-mail,
we have a true outline of the terrible
picture of ruin presented by Emmanuel's
Land at the commencement of this century.
Now, the change that has taken place in
all this is indeed very striking. Turkish
misrule will assuredly remain Turkish mis-
rule to the end of that sad chapter of
human history. To its lateet hour the
Ottoman Empire is called, with awful
significance, the " second woe ;" but even
the passing traveller can testify how great
the contrast between the present state of
things and the past.

Amongst other agencies of civilisation,
next to the work of the missionaries, must
be enumerated the establishment of con-
sulates in various towns of Palestine, by
which means most of the leading nations
of Europe are now represented. This too
has been a very important step. Not only
has the presence of these European repre-
sentatives, many of them diplomatic agents
entrusted with considerable powers, been
in itself a great check upon the general
lawlessness which preceded their coming,
but it has rendered it possible for all sub-
jects of their respective nations to live in
comparative comfort and safety. Thus no
Jew who is the subject of a foreign power
can now be arrested save by an officer of
his own Consulate, or tried before any other
court than that of his own Consul.

Nor must we omit to mention amongst
the causes of the present improved condi-
tion of the country, the annual influx of a
very great and increasing number of visi-
tors. The entirely new and healthful
mode of travelling it necessitates, with all
the excitement and pleasure of camp life,
the deep interest of its hallowed spots, the
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wide field it affords for exploration, and
the wild beauty that still lingers every-
where on its natural features, combined to
make Palestine a place of resort as soon as
the modern facilities for travelling brought
its shores to within an easy fortnight's
distance from our own. Of late years,
from the commencement of December to
the beginning of the following May, but
more especially during the delightful spring
season, crowds have thronged the ordinary
pilgrim ways. Royal personages have
been conspicuous among the number. In
consequence of the arrival of some of the
more distinguished of these travellers, and
particularly the royal personages already
alluded to, the principal roads have been
repaired, and in some cases made anew.
The improvements in this direction during
the last three years has been very marked.
Again, some who have visited the country
have come to stay, and amongst others
most notable, are the highly respectable
members of the German community known
as "The Society of the Temple," also
called familiarly "The Hoffmannites,"
from their leader, Dr. Hoffmann. These,
a band of piously-disposed Germans, to
the number of about a thousand, have in
the last few years settled as colonists,
principally at Jerusalem, Jaffa, and Haiffa,
where, as tradesmen, mechanics, and do-
mestic servants they have helped most
materially to improve the condition of the
country.

All these influences, as may well be sup-
posed, have not been at work in brain.
They have modified the whole character of
life in Palestine, and have rendered the
country in every way more civilised and
fit for the residence of Europeans.

Particulars without number might be
given of these improvements, but I will
mention only a few. First, then, the
fortress-like character of several of the
towns has ceased. During the early part
of my residence in Jerusalem the gates of
the city were all shut at sunset, and were
not opened, except to the privileged
possessor of a special pass, until the next

day. This highly inconvenient practiec
came to an end some five years ago. In
answer to the petition of the numerous
European residents, the Jaffa, or Khulil
gate, was thrown open all night, by order
of the Pasha, notwithstanding the angry
remonstrances of bigoted Muslimin, and
has remained open ever since. So great,
indeed, is the change in this respect at
Jaffa, that by command of the Governor
the massive town wall, an extensive forti-
fication has within the last few years been
pulled down, and some of the stones were
bought as building material for a new
school-house in connection with Miss
Walker-Arnott's excellent work.

Shops have of late sold European com-
modities ; so that some of the comforts of
Western life may now be procured, Some
twenty years ago, however, horticulture—
once, as we may gather from constant
Scriptural allusions, a grest feature of life
in Palestine—began to revive by a Jewish
proselyte at a little valley, Wady Urtas.
some six miles south of Jerusalem.

Taught by his success, the Arabs, who
possessed irrigated gardens, have taken to
similar cultivation, and now Jerusalem has
a most abundant and cheap supply of ex-
cellent fruits and vegetables. It may be

j mentioned that the cultivation of the olive,
j too, in ancient times perhaps the chief
| source of wealth in the Holy land, is re—
j ceiving new attention, and in the neigh
| bourhood of Bethlehem wide tracts of
I hitherto waste lands have been planted, and

carefully enclosed with stone walls.
The great decline of Turkish fanaticism,

due doubtless, in no small degree to the
decline of Turkish power, must not pass
unnoticed. Both Jews and Christians of
all denominations can now reside, as I
have said, without inconvenience in the
Turkish quarter of Sion. Nor is this all.
If men of position in their own communi-
ties, they are actually called by the
Muslimin Effendi, and are treated with
every mark of great respect. I «in well
aware that in Muslim towns like El Khulil
(Hebron), Nablous (Shechem)) nn-i those
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parts where Europeans are yet unknown or
few in number, a very different state of
things still exists, but the eahnge in this
regard in Jerusalem and Jaffa forms a
marked feature of the new amenities of
more civilized life.

But, perhaps, there is no better illustra-
tion of the improved order of affairs, than
the recent organisation amongst the Jews
in Jerusalem of as many as three of those
modern institutions, called " Building
Societies."

An interesting account of these had been
lately presented by that venerable and dis-
tinguised pilgrim, Sir Moses Montefiore,
in a little book giving an account of his
journey to Palestine in 1875, the seventh
time he had visited the Holy Land. He
says in one place: " In the evening I
received an invitation from the Building
Committee of the little colony called Meah
Shearim (Hundred Gates), to lay the foun-
dation stone of a new row of houses. ' The
Company,' they said, { on whose behalf we
crave the honour of your presence, numbers
now 120 members. . . . The object is
to build, every year, not less than ten
houses, which, on completion, are to be
allotted to ten members. The Company
was established but two years ago, and
there are already twenty houses built and
inhabited. There will be a synagogue,
college, and school, likewise a public bath
in the centre of the square, and a very
large cistern for the supply of water.' On
my enquiry whether they were the Build-
ing Society in Jerusalem, they replied,
' No, there are two others : one bears the
appellation of Men Yisrael (Stone of
Israel), and numbers forty-five members.

. . . . They build every year not
ess than six houses, and are expecting, at

the expiration of seven years, every one of
the members to have his own house. The
society was established in the month of
Iyar, 5635 (1875), on the same principle as
the Meah Shearim. The other Building
Society, called Beth Yacol· (House of
Jacob), numbered seventy members. . .

They propose building every year,

not less than ten houses. Their property
is situated near that of Meah Shearim, so
that, altogether, there will be 235 of our
brethren, in a few years, proprietors of
most comfortable houses in a very salubri
ous locality outside the city," (pp. 106-7).
In another part of this book, we read of a
further deputation, who "communicated
their intention of securing land for the
building of eighty houses, a synagogue,
Beth Hamidrash (college), and a public
bath. They had already, they said, de-
cided to purcliase for that purpose a plot of
ground near the city wall,measuring 26,000
builder's square yards " (pp. 134-5). In
the conclusion of the book, after an earnest
appeal to his co-religionists to assist their
brethren in Palestine, to which he supposes
them to answer, " What scheme do you
propose ?" occurs this remarkable passage:
" I would reply, carry out simply what
they themselves have suggested, but begin,
in the first instance, with the building of
houses in Jerusalem. Select land outside
the city ; raise, in the form of a large
square or crescent, a synagogue, a college,
and a public bath. Let each house have
in front a plot of ground, large enough to
cultivate olive trees, the vine, and neces-
sary vegetables, so as to give the occupiers
of the houses a taste for agriculture. . . .

If the amount of your funds be
sufficient, build houses in Safed, Tiberias,
and Hebron, on the same plan, . . .

; and should you further prosper, and have
I £30,000, or £50,000 to dispose of, you
I will without difficulty, be able to purchase
j as much land as you would like in
| the vicinity of Safed, Tiberias, Hebron,
| Jerusalem, y Jaffa, and Haifa. And
j you will find in all those places a
i number of persons, who would be most
| willing to follow agricultural pursuits.
j And if now you address me, saying, which

would be the proper time to commence the
work,supposing we were ready to be guided
by your Council ? My reply then would
be, commence at once ; begin the work
this day if you can." (p.p. 146-8).

Yet one more instance of this new civili-
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zation must be considered, the most
significant and remarkable of all, viz. :
the ordnance Survey of Palestine. This
important work, in preparation for
"Israael's Gathering," was commenced
simply as a matter of scientific research,
in aid of Biblical criticism, by the Pales-
tine Exploration Fund, in the autumn of
1872.

It is impossible to over-estimate the
interest and importance of this noble work.
On an average, in every part of the
country, seven names have been added for
every one that is to be found in Van de
Belt's map, the best hitherto published.
Every village, »ruin, mound, sacred tree,
or heap of stones that bears a name, has
been carefully set down on the scale of one
inch to a mile. Every valley and hill is
here, for the first time in its true position.
In a word, a survey of all Palestine, from
Dan to Beersheba, in some ways more
complete than the Ordnance survey of our
own country, will probably be achieved
before the summer of next year. In crowded
England this survey was one of the latest
results of many hundred years of progress.
In desolate, empty, ruined Palestine, it
has pleased God to give it at the very
outset.

The feeling seemed everywhere abroad
that the time has at last arrived to restore
the desolation of Zion, and to rebuild the
waste places of the land of Israel. The
very existence of " The Syrian and Pales-
tine Colonisation Society," which is but a
year old, constitutes a striking expression
of such a sentiment. This society, accord-
ing to its prospectus, has "been formed to
promote the colonisation of Syria and
Palestine, and the neighbouring countries,
by persons of good character, whether
Christians or Jews." This it proposed to
effect by obtaining information for intend-·
ing settlcirf, Λίΐά making arrangements for
their tiauaport and reception ; by assisting
approvea applicants with advances ; and by
making arrangements for the purchase of
land by emigrants, or securing suitable
tracts of Government waste lands under

certain guarantees ; and by exerting them-
selves to improve the communications.

The want of thorough protection to life
and property, so long as Palestine remains

I in Ottoman hands, is greatly against any
emigration scheme that does not include

j European government for the whole
| colony. Hence the evident wisdom in

such a case of the plan put forth by Cap-
tain Charles Warren, C.E., in a pamphlet,
published last year, entitled, " The
Land of Pro7ni.se, or Titrkey's Guarantee."

This officer, who has an intimate ac-
quaintance with Syria, derived from his
able work there on behalf of the Palestine..
Exploration Fund, proposes that, if only

I as a solution of the pecuniary embarrass-
i ments of the Porte, Palestine should be
j handed over to a company similar to the
I old East India Company, to be farmed and
| governed by such an association for a period
; of twenty years. He suggests that such
I a company should pay to Turkey its pre-
• sent revenues, and to the creditors of Tur-
ί key a proportion of the interest due to
| them, taking for itself six per cent, on its
, capital, and expending the remaining re-

venue in improving the country. "What
he considers the ultimate future of the
land we learn from his own words. " Let
this" (the above arrangement) he says,
" b e done with the avowed intention of
gradually introducing th^ Jew, pure and
simple, who is eventually to occupy and
govern this country. Let the Jew find his
way into its army, its law, its diplomatic

service. Let him superintend the farming
; operations, and work himself on the farms.
' I do not say let him find his way into the
• mercantile community, into the trade, for

he is there already." When Captain
Warren penned this pamphlet, such an
ultimatum, save to the patient student of

•' prophecy, seemed indeed remote. Recent
I events, however, have entirely changed
i the face of affairs, and now that to Turkish
j bankruptcy has been added an awful out-

break of Turkish barbarity, the crisis has
come, and the dread settlement of the

| Eastern question can, it is felt on all hands,


