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Che Christadelphran.

“He (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father} ;
Sfor which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.”—(Heb. ii. 11.)

« For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THE
soNs oF Gob.”—(Rom. viii. 19).

No. 187, JANUARY, 1880. Vol. XVII.

DR. THOMAS IN LONDON TEN YEARS AGO.

THE following are extracts from letters written ten years ago by a brother in
London to a brother in another part of the country. They will doubtless be
read with interest by every one, as the subject does not get stale with the
lapse of time. I

' September 13th, 1869.

Yesterday was quite a red-letter day in the history of the ecclesia, being the
first day on which we have had the pleasure of hearing the truth from him
whom God has chosen as His instrument for enlightening a few in this dark
and benighted generation, and whose written expositions we have so often
perused with intense pleasure.

The Doctor commenced his address by reading the first chapter of Colossians.
He then expressed his pleasure at meeting so many in the truth in this great
city, who though not many in comparison with the multitudes around us wers,
nevertheless, many compared with the number at his visit to London twenty
years ago, for at that time it was impossible to muster two holding the truth as
it is in Jesus.

The chapter opens by speaking of Paul as an apostle. This led him to speak
of Paul being called and sent as an apostle. He briefly narrated the incidents
of his conversion, and contrasted Saul the bitter opponent of Jesus with Paul
the apostle of Jesus, remarking that Paul was put right himself before being
sent to put others right. This was precisely what everyone else should do—
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first learn, believe, and obey the
truth, and then induce others to do
the same. God had graciously offered
to be at peace withus, and it depended
entirely on ourselves whether or not
we become reconciled to him. God
was not, as he was frequently repre-
sented at revivals, a vindictive,
wrathful being, requiring to be
appeased by loud talking or noisy
praying, to make Him more ready to
convert people than He now is. At
such meetings they prayed earnestly
for God to send down His Holy Spirit
to convert people; the clergy repre-
sented themselves as very anxious
that the people should be converted,
and the sinners themselves were sup-
posed to be very anxious for their own
conversion; and yet they were not
converted. The only conclusion, there-
fore, if “ orthodoxy ” were right, was,
that it was God’s fault the people
were not converted. But the custom
at revivals being wrong, there was no
need for such a conclusion. God had
already done all that He possibly
could to save men, by sending Jesus
as a Saviour and causing a revelation
of His will to be given to mankind,
It now only remained for those wish-
ing to be saved to comply with the
conditions. The prevalent custom of
representing God as a vindictive
being, ready to devour mankind, and
requiring a more benevolent being in
the person of Jesus to intercede with
him, was a custom transferred from
Pagunism to the Apostasy. For the
Pagans had an idea that their gods
were ready to devour their own off-
spring, and hence they did all they
could by noises and laceration of the
body, &e., toprevent them. God wasnol
to be propitiated in any such way. All
who come to Himnust be drawn to Him,
as Jesus had said, drawn by the power
of love upon scripturally understand-
ing the manifestations of God's love
as revealed by the prophets. TFor
it was the goodness of God which led
men to repentance. Those who had
so heard and learned the prophets as
to be drawn to the Father, recognised
Jesus as the Christ crucified, and in all
such a new man was developed—that

is, a new mode of thinking, a disposi-
tion like Christ’s when Le said, “ Not
my will, but thine be done.”
Previously to this a man merely
manifested the thinkings of the flesh,
but afterwards he exhibited the think-
ings of the spirit. This was easily
tested by conversing with him or hear-
ing him talk. Anyone who wanted
to hear the old man need only to go
to the churches and chapels of the
land, and there they would find him
seated in the pulpit.

He next referred to Jesus as ‘“ the
image of the invisible God,” which
lie said, did not mean in regard to his
physical appearance, but to the de-
velopment of his character. If we
wanted to know what God was,
mentally and morally, we must look
to Jesus. At his first appearing, he
was a manifestation of God’s character
in an imperfect medium, but since
then he had been perfected. At his
second appearing, therefore, God's
character would be manifested through
a perfect medium. Before his cruci-
fixion he was the image of God,
mentally and morally, but when he
comes again he will be the image
of God intellectually, morally and
physically, for he has been made of
the same nature or substance as God.
God was spirit (not a spirit) which
instead of being, as some people sup-
posed, an immaterial, unsubstantial,
invisible thing, was the most sub-
stantialand materialthing in existence.
What we call matter was corruptible.
The “orthodox” described God as
being without body or parts; they
had thus reduced their God into a
nonentity, and were therefore practi-
cally atheists. But Jesus is not the
only being whom God has promised
to endow with the same nature as
Himself ; the brethren of Jesus are to
be conformed to the same Image.
Between him and them a discrepancy
now exists ; but this will not always
continue: for he isto be endowed with
power which will enable him to trans-
form his brethren from corruptible to
incorruptible .beings. Before depart-
ing to heaven he said that all power
had been given to him, but there
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must be some limit to this, for Paul
afterwards said that now we see not
all things put under him. There was
no discrepancy between the two state-
ments, Jesus was speaking of his
having all power to remit sius, by
virtue of which he sent forth his
disciples to preach repentance and
remission of sins unto all nations, be-
ginning at Jerusalem. Whereas Paul
was speaking of power in regard to
things political. A time was coming
when, with the aid of his brethren
previously conformed to lis image,
all things would be subdued to his
power. Until then he had promised
that wherever two or three were
gathered together in his name, he
would be with them. He was not
present physically, either visibly, or
invisibly. Therefore there must be
some other sense in which he was
present—and that was by faith. All
who were able to assemble & his name
had Jesus dwelling in their hearts by
faith, or in other words had the word
of Christ dwelling in themn richly. In
that sense only was Jesus present in
our assemblies now.

IT.
September 22nd, 1869,

On Sunday morning, the doctor
comnmenced his address by saying that
on the previous Sunday we had coun-
sidered the character of Paul, under
the old man and under the new man,
intellectually and morally, and also
the spirit-man in its full inanifesta-
tion, of which we were to form a part,
if accepted. He then read them the
same chapter again (Col. 1), which, he
said, commenced by the apostle
speaking of God as a Father, thereby
showing that the saints occupied the
position of sons; and as Jesus was
also a son of God (pre-eminently so)
they must of necessity be his brethren.
This was so plain that the wonder
was, that any in the truth should for
one moment doubt it,

The ““ hope laid up in heaven” was
referred to by Paul in Col. iii. 2 to 4—
being, ““ Christ our life.”  Tle posses-

sion of this hope was predicated upon
being “risen with Christ.” The
Ephesians, who were once dead in
trespasses and sins, had been quick-
ened. How James answers the ques-
tion when he says, “ Of his own will
begat he us by the Word of truth.”
The truth vitalizes a man, becomes a
source of life to him, and when he is
subjected to it, he does things which
he would not do as a natural man.

Was it necessary to go above to the
sky, to seek those things which were
above? No. For Christ was to come
tous. Our affections were to be set
upon things above, because Christ was
there, he being our life, the resurrec-
tion, the king of Israel, and priest
after the order of Melchizedek. So
that it could truly be said that “in
him all fulness dwells.”

Approval by Christ was based upon
an “if.” This should be carefully
remembered. 1t would, indeed, be a
great honour to be presented to God
by Christ, in the presence of inmortal
angels—for Christ to have to say of
us, individually mentioning us by
name when presented to his IFather,
“this was one who was faithful and
zealous for the truth amid the opposi-
tion of men, who resisted the allure-
ments of the world, and was not
ashamed of me.” That day would be
one of mutual admiration—we admir-
ing Christ, and he us. On the other
hand, what a disgrace it would be if
he bhad to bring us before God as un-
faithful servants, for he had said that
those who denied hiin he would deny
before his Father !

As a nobleman, Jesus had gone into
a far country to receive authority, to
establish a kingdom. ™The mansions
of his Father’s house, intended for the
abode of the righteous, were not there,
for the liouse was not now in exist-
ence ; it was in ruins, for it consisted
simply of the kingdom of Israel.
The term * house” was frequently
used in the Scriptures for a nation or
kingdom. Paul said that * Moses
was faithful in all his house ’—that is,
the louse of Israel. When that house
was re-established there would be no
vacancy or want of spaceinit. There
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would be room for all for whom it
was designed. It was to prepare this
place that Jesus had gone to heaven.
He had not been idle during the last
1,800 years. He had been doing what
is recorded in that wonderful book
given to John. He had been develop-
ing the various events which were
there described in symbol.  All human
affairs were under his control, or
superintendence, and they had all
been tending towards the same end.
When they arrived at the desired
crisis, he would come back to the
earth, introduce the supernatural into
human affairs and carry on the story.
The things on which our affections
were to be set would not then be
above but below. What was the good
of now setting our affection on the
things on the earth, such as to be
President of America, or occupy a high
position in the political or social world
in this country, seeing that all these
things were sure, ere long, to be abol-
ished? To do so would be to place
ourselves on the losing side. But to
set our affection on things above was
to place ourselves on the winning side.

A man was dead in trespasses and
sins in being under the sentence of
death and engrossed in sin. A man
professing the truth and not walking
according to the truth had only a
fearful logking for of judgment before
him; for Paul plainly said that if we
walked after the flesh, we should die.
This was no figure, as would be found
when appearing at the judgment-seat,
where, 1f unfaithful, we should be
condemned by our own account, and
out of our own mouths.

The statement “ Your life is with
Christ ” showed that it was not in our-
selves, and, therefore, contradicted the

" popular theory that we possessed our
life now. 8o also the statement that
when Jesus shall appear we shall ap-
pear with him in glory, contradicted
the belief in going to glory at death.
“The hope laid up in the gospel.”
‘When people heard the gospel, they
heard of this hope. But Protestants
did not possess the gospel, and there-
fore did not know this hope. What
they preached was not salvation, but

damnation and ruin. They openly
said that if it was not for hell and the
devil, they would not trouble them-
selves about religion. It was true
they did not speak of them in the con-
temptuous manner which was implied
in the tone of his (the speaker’s)
voice, for they were afraid of men-
tioning the devil by name, for fear of
offending him. They therefore spoke
in a solemn, mysterious manner of
“the dark future.” ¢ Every creature
under heaver.” This did not mean
that the gospel had been preached to
the whole world, including China, &ec.,
but to every creature under the Roman
heaven. To construe this into. mean-
ing the whole world, various theories
had been invented. Thus Thomas the
apostle was supposed to have been sent
to India to preach the gospel. If so,
there would undoubtedly be some
knowledge of it among the Jews now
in India, descended from the Jews who
lived there 1,800 years ago: wherever
thie apostles went some trace had been
left behind—a knowledge, more or
less corrupt, of the gospel of the
kingdom. Instead of this, however,
it was the universal testimony of
travellers that the natives in that part
of the world were quite ignorant of
apostolic teaching.

In the present day we could only
reason and quote Scripture in pro-
claiming the truth, but the apostles
could not only do this, but, in addi-
tion, they could prove that what they
said was true by working miracles,
Thus they came, not in the words of
man’s wisdom, but in demonstration
of the Spirit and with power.

II1.
September 29th, 1869.

On Sunday morning last, the Doctor
commenced his address by reading
Col. 1. 9-14. 1In these verses, he said,
Paul prayed that the saints at Colosse
might be filled with the knowledge of
God’s will, in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding. Paul was not satis-
fied with their beginning to take in
knowledge, but was anxious that they
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ghould always be filling in their
earthen vessels, in order that those
vessels might ultimately become
vessels of silver and gold. If we
wish to become such we must respond
to this prayer. In 2 Peter i. 5-8, the
things to be added are enumerated.
They are to be added by means of the
power planted within us, namely, the
Spirit, which is the truth. The
knowledge Paul and Peter refer to, is
not a knowledge of what men call
science, but a knowledge of God and
His promises,—things of which scien-
tific men are as ignorant as Hottentots.
Even in the present time we are, by
this knowledge, endowed with a
power which enables us to be par-
takers of the divine nature, mentally
and morally; but we shall not become
partakers of that nature, physically,
uutil the resurrection. If we do not
now conform ourselves to God’s
image, as manifested in Jesus Christ,
mentally and morally, we shall not
hereafter be conformed to that image
physically. In saying “he that lack-
eth these things are blind,” Peter has
in view those who were not continuing
in obedience.  This leads to the
remark that if it was not possible in
the apostles’ days, when the powers
of the Spirit were in operation, to
keep out from the ecclesias those who
became a disgrace to the truth, how
could it be expected we should keep
them out now? It was necessary
not only to obey the truth by immer-
sion, but to continue in obedience.
In -apostolic times, there were a
number of disobedient believers and
deniers of the faith, who were very
troublesome, several of whomm were
mentioned by name by the apostles,
Rom. viii. 1 was sometimes used
to prove that there was no condem-
nation for any who were in Christ
Jesus. If, however, the verse were

completed, it showed that it referred.

only to those in Christ who walked
not after the flesh but after the Spirit.
Those who thus disturted this passage,
were generally that class which
walked after the flesh, and therefore
they were condemned by it.
Constantine, sometimes called the

first Christian Emperor, in the early
part of his public career, honoured
both Apollo and Christ. At last, for
political purposes, he let Apolle go,
and stuck only to Christ. In those
days it was customary to imimerse
believers, and as he learnt that immer-
sion would remit all his previous sins,
he put it off till three days before his
death, in order that he might obtain
the greatest possible enjoyment out
of this life. In the present day many
people acted in the same way, think-
ing that their action at the time of
immersion would last them all the
rest of their life.

The apostle John makes a distinction
between sins unto death and sins not
unto death. For the latter we may
ask forgiveness, but not for the
former.

The only way to fill our vessels is
to study God's word. Tt is possible
to know God’s will in outline aud
theory, and not be filled with it in all
spiritual understanding. Some arc
like this, and don’t know how to apply
their knowledge. And very often
those who know the least think they
kuow the most. In connection with
God’s word there is what the apostle
calls “a spiritual understanding;”
which is a getting at all things
signified in the words used by the
Spirit. Thus Paul in Heb. ii. 13, quotes
from Isa. viii. 18, the woards “ Behold
I and the children which God hath
given me,” and applies them to Christ.
As used 1 the first instance by the
prophet, they had reference to Isaiah
and his three children, who are men-
tioned by name. If the prophet had
been asked if anything more was
meanc by them, he would have been
unable to give any explanation, for
in 1 Pet. 1. 10, it is recorded that the
prophets did not understand all they
wrote.  Their fuller meaning was
revealed to the apostles, who preached
the spiritual understanding of the
words written by the prophets. The
three sons of Isaiah, aud Isaialh him-
self, were men of sign or wonder,
The apostle’s application of this
passage shows that it has a double
reference —in the first instance to
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Isaiah, and in the second instance to
Christ.  Isaiah is typical of Jesus,
and his sons of Christ’s brethren.
When Christ comes again, then will
he and his brethren be men of signs
and wonder to Israel. Another in-
stance of a similar kind is to be found
in the quotation in Matt. ii,, from
Hosea, “ Out of Egypt have I called
my son.”’  The prophet uses it as
referring to an historical fact,—the
bringing of the twelve tribes out of
Egypt; but by Matthew applying it
to Jesus we see that it was alse
prophetic, and had a double appli-
cation.

1v.
October 4th, 1869.

Yesterday morning, Dr. Thomas
gave us the last Sunday morning
address which we shall have the
pleasure of hearing from him this
yvear. He prefaced it by reading the
&th chapter of Romans, a most interest-
ing, valuable, and fertile porsion of
Scripture. It was written, he said,
not to mere Roman citizens, not to
Jesus and proselytes of the synagogue
living at Rome, nor to Pagans, but to
the saints called to Christ’s kingdom
and glory., They were called by
Christ, not personally, but by his
apostles ; to hear them is the same as
hearing Christ, and to hear him is the
same as hearing God. They were
called therefore by an invitation from
God through the apostles. When the
Jews on the day of Pentecost heard
it from Peter, they accepted it.
Among these were some Jews from
Rome, who afterwards returned home
and founded an ecclesia, or church, in
that city ;—not a church as commonly
understood, but a called-out assembly
(for that is the meaning of the ecclesia)
composed of those who had received
and  accepted an invitation from
heaven.

In reading the epistles, it was
necessary to remember to whom they
were written ; not to all mankind, as
the Universalists believed, but to the

All mankind were not God’s children,
neither was God the Father of all inen.
In passing a Unpitarian chapel last
week he (the speaker) observed a
board announcing that those attend-
ing it worshipped the One God, the
Father of Jesus Christ and of all men.
This was false, for it was not God,
but the Devil, that was the Father of
all men; and instead of worshipping
God they worshipped the devil.

What was affirmed in the Bible of
the devil had nothing whatever to do
with heaven, but with this earth.
When John said Jesus was the Lawnb
of God to take away the sin of the
world, it was the same as saying he
was the one who should destroy the
devil. All the political and ecclesiasti-
cal organizations of the day were
manifestations of sin, or of the devil,
and therefore a part of that which
Jesus was manifested to destroy.
None of these denominations were to
be found in the Word except to be
denounced as harlots. Wlhen these
were abolished, then will the know-
ledge of God cover the earth. But
even then there will be sin, for mortal
flesh wil} still exist, and as long as
this is the case there must be sin. At
the end of 7,000 years from the
Creation, sin would be completely
abolished, and the kingdom in its
priestly and mediatorial phase would
cease to exist. The kingdom would
not be totally abolished, but its con-
stitution would be changed. After
that there would be no priest’s sacri-
fices, or mediatorships upon the earth.
Neither would there then be any
religion. DBefore the fall of man there
was no such thing as religion ; this
was apparent when the word was
understood. Religion was that system
of means devised by God to heal the
breach between Himself and man,
It was devised for the purpose of
reconciling man to God and not of
reconciling Himself to man, as taught
by Paganism and popular Christianity.
All the systems of false religion were
based upon this idea, that it was
necessary for men to do something to
appease God and make Him favour-

adopted sons and daughters of God. ' able to them,
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"The phrase “carnal mind” was not
the exact meaning of the words in the
original. It should be the ¢ thinking
of the flesh.” This kind of thinking
was exemplified in the theology of
the day. The thinking of the spirit
was found only in the word. What
were called the spiritual things of the
clergy were not worthy of examina-
tion, because they were the utterances
of those who know no more about the
Scriptures than they do about the
Koran. These two systems of thought,
the thinking of the flesh and the
thinking of the spirit were as opposite
in their character as were flesh and
spirit.

Paul described himself and the
otlier apostles as '‘ ambassadors to

roclaim the word of reconciliation.”
T'o fulfil this position it was necessary
they should have credentials, These
consisted of the signs and miracles
which attested what they said. Those
assuming to be similar ambassadors
should be asked for similar credentials,
whether they be archbishops, bishops,
or clergymen. If they could not
supply them they must be impostors,
This was no doubt a hard word to
apply to them, but nevertheless it was
true. The archbishop of Canterbury
would not hesitate to call Joe Smith
and Brigham Young impostors, because
they pretended to be that which they
were not. In this we could agree
with him. But the same test must be
equally applicable to his own case. If
it was not it was worth nothing. He
assumed to be an ambassador of
Christ, but he could not produce his
credentials ; therefore he pretended to
be that which he was not, and as a
consequence was an impostor. It was
necessary to speak thus plainly in
order to open the eyes of the deluded
followers of these blind leaders.

In saying that Christ ‘‘was made
sin for us,” Paul did not mean that he
was made an actual sinner, but that

he was made a sin-offering for us.
Our iniquities were laid upon him.
He bare our sins in his body, on or to
the tree.  On what principle? If we
knew the nature of sacrifice in type
and antitype, we could answer. Under
the Mosaic law, on the day of Atone-
ment the High Priest first offered for
his own sins and then for the people’s,
—to cover up their transgressions.
Hence it was called a day of covering
or atonement. There were two goats,
one for Jehovah, which was slain, and
one for Israel, called a scape goat.
On the head of the latter was laid, or
supposed to be laid, a mountain of
sins, committed during the previous
year. A clean person then led it away
into the wilderness. In thesame way
our sins were laid on Christ, who
carried them away by going to the
TFather in heaven.

His body was also an offering for
sin, like that of the goat slain. It
was a complete offering, for after his
resurrection and quickening, his body
was of quite a different nature frour
what it was before crucifixion. His
old body no longer existed. His new
body was the same in shape, but
different in nature. The high priest
in his case was the Eternal Spirit, and
our transgression laid on him con-
stituted the vietim.

The interesting question to us was,
How do we obtain a personal benefit
from this sacrifice? By faith, for
the apostle says we walk by faith.
Just as, in ordinary life, when walking
we expect to get to somewhere, so in
walking by faith we expect teo arrive
at some destination. We get to the
cross, not literally, but by faith, and
80 our sinsare remitted, being regarded
as having been borne by Christ on the
cross. The world, whose sins were
Jaid on him, was that world which
will ultimately be composed of all the
faithful.
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WHAT THE BIBLE REALLY TEACHES,

IN THE OPINION OF AN EMERITUS PROFESSOR AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON.

AT the close of a lecture, on a recent
Sunday evening, it was announced to
us that a gentleman in the audience
wished to have some conversation with
us. We were accordingly introduced
to one who proved to be a person of
culture and independent means (about
fifty years of age). He was acquainted
with our parentage, and had been a
pupil under the same master who had
taught us the rudiments of an English
education. Thinking he might be
wishful to know somewhat more of
the truth than can be well presented
in a single lecture, we yielded to his
entreaties and went with him to his
house. He soon informed us that he
also had discarded all ecclesiastical
religion, and had brought himself no
little trouble by so doing—his former
friends having all given him the cold
shoulder., We hoped that such a sac-
rifice would in his case be more than
cowmnpensated by the satisfaction which
arises from the conscious possession of
the truth, but we were amazed when
it presently transpired that he had
accepted the dismal alternative which
rejects the Scriptures and trusts to
what are pompously designated ‘‘the
dictates of moral sense.”” We were
ushered into a splendidly-upholstered
library, whose shelves were mainly
devoted to Theistic and Agnostic
literature, of which there is a far
greater quantity in the world than we
had been accustomed to think. “You
sec,” said he, “though I have given
up church and chapel-going, I have
not arrived at your conclusions: I
don’t think you have found the right
thing yet. Would you be willing to
renounce Christadelphianism if I could
show you that it's not the truth?”
% Certainly ” we replied. “ Demolish
the evidence on which I base my faith,
and I will not cling to it for a single
day.” Then sundry Theistical works
were brought down of which we con-
fessed our entire ignorance. Had we
read Newman’s Phases of Faith? Our

only knowledge of the book was de-
rived from a somewhat unsatisfactory
reply, by Henry Rogers, several years
ago, under the title Eclipse of Faith.
Our friend thereupon remarked that
there was a very extensive department
of Bible criticism we obviensly know
nothing about; and if we would prom-
ise to read it, he would send us a
variety of printed matter that would
put everything in its proper light, and
deliver us from Bibliolatry for ever-
more. Qur reply was, that we had
early gone into the question of the
claims of the Scriptures to be consid-
ered divine, and it had been answered
to our entire satisfaction. We had
never been in the habit of refusing to
examine clever criticisms of an un-
favourable character; but that so far
our faith haa remained unshaken, and
we were quite convinced that it is
impossible to account for a multitude
of historic facts, except on the hypo-
thesis of the truth of the Bible, Was
a divine revelation impossible? And
if so, does the impossibility rest with
God, or with man, or with the medium
of communication between the two?
Was such a revelation impossible? If
so, on what grounds? And who are
the proper judges of improbability in
such a case ? Was the fact of DEATH
capable of rational explanation apart
from the Bible? ¢ Here, now, Mr.
B., you have a race of beings existing
under every variety of condition,
ranging from ahject misery and squalor
to opulence and comfort—all fond of life
and prepared to use measuresto prolong
it—obut alldying. 1want you to give me
agoodreason out of thislibrary of yours
for this mournful and most distressing
circumstance. You say men are the
children of God, and that the opening
chapters in Genesis are entirely le-
gendary and mythical—what explana-
tion have you that will shed any light
upon such stern matters-of-fact as the
coflin and the cemetery ? It all people
upon earth are sons and daughters of
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God, why does He permit them to die?
And if death is not an event of divine
appointment, how comes it to pass—
where, when and by what means did
it originate?”  The reply to this
question neither reflected credit upon
our friend’s theological position, nor
was calculated to enhance his
reputation for candour, nor caused
us to set a very high value wupon
his large and costly collection of
books. [t was to the effect that all
flesh and blood animals died after a
certain time because they could not
longer keep alive. We suppose this is
about as good an answer as Philosophy
or Science is able to give. After much
desultory conversation, during which
our friend contrived to get as far
away as possible from the fact of man’s
corruptibility and the question of a
future state, we separated; and in the
course of a few posts we received two
books, by Newman, one entitled
Religion not History, and the other,
Phases of Faith, or Passages from the
History of my Creed.

The author of these works (Francis
William Newman) is brother to
“ Cardinal” Newman. The two men
have taken very opposite courses,
which, however, terminate in the same
place. They present a theological
contrast exceedingly striking and
peculiar.  The one is a representative
of a huge system of imposture which
has dominated Europe for many a
benighted century : while the other is
“ Emeritus Protessor of University
College, London,” and both were, if
we are correctly informed, fellow
students with Mr. Gladstone,at Oxford.
At any rate, the name of the author
of Phases of Faith stands for great
Gentile coudition. His appears to be
a very varied culture, for he has writ-
ten a Handbook and Dictionary of
Modern Arabic—also a Treatise on The
Difficulties of Elementary Geometry—
another on The Philosophical Classi-
fication of National Institutions: be-
sides translating English poetry into
Latin verse, and Homer's Iliad into
unrhymed English metre, He has,
moreover, written a work in which he
ciats “ 4 Common Basis for Judaism,

Christianity and Mohamedanism—also
something about T%e Soul; its Sorrcws
and its Aspirations, and some Didactic
Religious Utterances, de., de.

It is certainly interesting to find a
man of such parts, who (though he
rejects the Bible) declares that the
Scriptures do not teach the principal
doctrines which are gravely pro-
pounded from pulpits in their name.
On accepting our friend’s offer of the
book, we were not without hope that
it would be found to contain matter
that would be useful to the readers of
these pages—for it is dreary and un-
profitable work to read the ravings
of these sceptical writers for- their
own sake. With this view, we have
waded through a mass of plausible
criticism whose aim is to substitute for
the words of the prophets and apostles
the vapourings of the unenlightened
human brain, and get men to trust
their “ moral sense ” rather than Christ
or Paul. We have been impressed
with the faeility with which one who
knows the truth can often answer
such objections when an orthodox
theologian would be cotnpelled to be
either evasive or dumb, The follow-
ing extracts about the gospel will
shew that Mr. Newman, as far as
knowledge is concerned, was at one
time “not far from the kingdom of
God.” With it we conclude the pre-
sent paper, and shall hope, if God
permit, to furnishsimilar confirmations
of other parts of the truth from the
same interesting source on a future
occasion :—

“Indeed the received books of the
Christain Canon itself make clear
what was the primitive gospel or good
news. It was the proclamation ot a
coming Divine Eingdom on earth, in
which Messiah should rule in person,
and his saints sit on thrones by his side.
[Italics Newman’s.] If people will
shut their eyes, they cannot see this ;
but the fact is as clear as can be. A
truly fascinating proclamation it was,
to a world trampled down under
Roman tyranny. Messiah was to
descend from heaven, not at the end
of the world (as onr English version
erroneously has it), but at the end of
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the age. A new and Dblessed age was
thereby to be established. The times
of refreshing were to come from the
presence of the Lord, who would send
to the cruelly wronged nations Jesus
the Christ for restitution or re-estab-
lishment of all things, according to
the words of the holy prophets. The
glorious prophets held up in Daniel
and Isaiah especially had long been
the delight of the Jews, They were
necessarily the infant-good of Chris-
tian Church.  From this source it
learned of what kind the kingdom of
God would be : to have renounced
these glowing predictions would have
been suicide. Neither James, John,
Peter, nor Paul, could have dreamed
of such a procedure: only a later
age, after Jerusalem had perished,
could deride as “Jewish " the glorious
hope of Messiah's earthly rule, un-
veiled in Iebrew prophecy. Even a
Hebrew psalmist, without allusion to
a Messiah, had announced that
Jehovah would get the victory over
the heathen with His right hand and
holy arm; and make known His
salvation to the end of the earth;
therefore he calls on all the people to

rcjoice and the floods to clap
their hands, becanse Jehovah was
coming to judge the world in

righteousness. His kingdom was to
be fundamentally new, exterior and
visible, a real kingdom of heaven on
earth. All Pagan rulers were to be
dethroned. The day of the Lord of
Hosts was to be against all that was
proud and lifted up, againt high
towers and fenced walls, against fleets,
war horses and chariots and royal
pomp. The pride of all glory was to
be stained: the honourable of the
earth were to be brought into con-

tempt. The Lord alone was to be
King: let the earth rejoice !—Truly

this righteous rule is, as it was, ‘the
desire of all nations.” When an-
nounced as imminent, in conjunction
with the stern call to repent of sin
and be converted to a holy life,—a
call to which the conscience of
mankind  responded,— it is not
wonderful that so many listened and
believed.  Not that this gospel was

‘good news' to everybody. Of
course it was not so to the princes of
this world, against whose power it
was preclaimed.  Roman Emperors
were able to understand so much,
But ‘the day of the Lord’ was not
only to overthrow all that is high and
mighty; it was also to burn up the
meaner sinners. Some one has said
that Clristianity is founded on the
doctrine of hell fire; which seems fo
me an error,if hell mean an eternal or
a lasting fire [ltalics ours]y but
undoubtedly the doctrine of God’s

Jflery wrath against sinners on ‘¢ His

great day ' was cardinal to Christi-
anity. In Isaiah,asin the Apocalypse,
Messiah was to tread the winepress
of God’s wrath, and to stain all his
raiment with blood. According to the
other notion, also military, a fire was
to go before him, and burn up his
enemies, the wicked of every class.
All who had heard the
anltlve gospel, understood that it
was a day of vengeance as well as of
mercy, a day sudden and sharp.
A day to be wished for by samts
but to be dreaded by the wicked and
by ocbstinate unbelievers. That this
great consummation, the bringing
downfrom avove adivine King,accom-
panied by angels and by saints raised
from the dead, who would destroy
tyrannies and idolatries, was to come
speedily, is attested in the first three
gospels and in the Apocalypse, in the
Epistles of James and Paul, and in
the first Epistle of Peter.” [The
writer here proceeds to elaborate an
argument against the gospel of the
kingdom, based on the fact that it
was not established in the life-time of
the apostles, and considers that this
renders their testimony in other par-
ticnlars untrustworthy].

On page 14 of Religion not History,
he proceeds: “The broad fact now
specially pressed, may be briefly stated
thus: ¢ The original gospel taught the
speedy return of Christ from heaven
in visible glory and power to establish
a righteous rule over the earth.’ With
Paul it was clearly an axiom. When
he wishes to dissuade Christians from
going to law with onc another before
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heathen magistrates, what is liis argu~ | expectation of a speedy- and total
ment? ¢ Know ye not that the suints | overthrow of human misrule, by the
shall judge the world? And if the | direct interference of miracle, was
world is judged by you, are ye un- | very difficult and painful; but at last
worthy to judge the smallest matters? | the progress of time made it inevit-
Know ye not that we shall judge | able, in spite of the vast authority of
angels 2" [The writer then quotes | the Apocalypse,as the writing of John
Luke xxii. 28-30, where Jesus promises | the apostle. The belief in the ¢ millen-~
that the apostles shall eat-and drink | nium’ lasted on with the vulgar and
at his table in his kingdom, and sit | with some eminent Christians, after
on thrones, judging the twelve tribes ; the ~most thoughtful and educated
of Israel, and remarks as follows]: | men of the charch had abandoned it

“No man of common sense ever | and frowned upon the Apocalypse as
used such plain prosaic language | did Luther.”
without expecting to be understood The foregoing is a fair sample of
literally. To invent a spiritual inter- | much that may be extracted from the
pretation of such words is against | writings of a man who for years has
commion sense. Whether Jesus did or | employed his gemius upon the vain
did not utter them, is too hard a | task of destroying the only foundation
question for me to decide; but they | of liuman hope. Such quotations
never could have passed as his, in a | will serve to shew that when unbiassed
book accounted sacred, unless a most | culturé is brought to the perusal of
vivid belief in a literal kingdom had | the Scriptures the result is favourable
possessed the collective church. to the truth in at least some of its
In the Apocalypse the saints are to sit | essential elements, and demonstrative
with Christ on his throne, and to wear | of the unscriptural character of those
crowns, and be kings and priests, and | traditions which constitute the Chris-
reign on the earth. To give up this | tendom of the present day.
magnificent dream — this delicious RosERT ASHCROFT.

THE WAYS OF PROVIDENCE,

AS AUTHENTICALLY ILLUSTRATED IN BIBLE HISTORY.
No. 16.

OuRr last notice brought us to David’s escape into exile. His life in exile, as a
hunted fugitive among the fastnesses of Israel’s mountains, would be very
interesting and profitable to follow. It would be inconsistent, however, with
the aim of these papers to indulge in the tempting pursuit. We are not dealing
with the life of David in a biographical sense. We merely look at it, as at the
life of others, for reliable lessons on the ways of Providence. We have already
seen several.

‘We pass over the days of his exile with a single reflection as to these days
as a whole. Why was David subjected to exile at all? They were dreadful
days to David. They were days of discomfort, days of hardship, days of
despair. He did not hope to emerge in safety from them. He said: T shall
now perish one day by the hand of Saul.”—(1 Sam. xxvii. 1).. In the light of
what came after—deliverance out of all trouble and promotion to the highest
hionour and wealth—we probably fail to estimate correctly the darkness and
bitterness of the preceding years to David in the absence of any certainty on
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his part as to how events would come out. Some of the most sorrowful of the
psalms were doubtless written at this time, and owe their character doubtless,
in the first instance, to the circumstances of the moment. For example: “Be
merciful untg me, O God, for man would swallow me up: he fighting daily
oppresseth me. Mine enemies would daily swallow me up, for they be many
that fight against me, O thou Most High.”—(Psalm Ivi). “My heart is sore
pained within me: and the terrors of death are fallen upon me."—(lv. 4).
¢ Deliver me from mine enemies, O my God; defend me from them that rise up
against me. Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, and save me from
bloody men. For lo, they lie in wait for my soul; the mighty are gathered
against me: not for my transgression nor for my sin. They run and prepare
themselves without my fault: awake to help me, and behold.”—(lix). “I am
weary of my crying: my throat is dried, mine eyes fail while I wait for my
God. They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head.”
—(Ixix). Though these words are intended by the Spirit. in David as a fore-
shadowing of the sufferings of David’s greater son, they are unquestionably
the expression of David’s own strong feelings in the first place, and reflect to
us the bitterness of the time he spent in the wilderness of Ziph and other
desert regions in Judah, while “ driven out from abiding in the inheritance of
the Lord.”—(1 Sam. xxviii. 19). The question for consideration is, why was
“a man after God’s own heart” subjected to this rough experience? Why
was the possession of the crown, so solemnly guaranteed by the hand of
Sumuel, the Lord’s prophet, preceded by a season of cruel banishment from the
dwellings of men, and of the bitterest humiliation it was in the power of Saul
to inflict? The answer is to be found in David’s own words: “ 1t is good for
me that I have been afflicted.” Experience is necessary to ripen goodness of
character: and to be a ripening experience, it must be an evil experience.
Prosperity enfeebles: adversity braces up and purifies. This is a lesson a man
almost learns for himself, but it wants the addition of divine instruction to see
it rightly and clearly. It is only up to a certain point that adversity acts
beneficially. When is that point reached, and how is adversity then to be
arrested ? Natural discernment can throw no light here. That God knows and
that God regulates the operation, we could never know as natural men. We
require to be told it.  'We have been told it. The thing told has been written,
and we may read it in the Scriptures in many and divers forms. The thing
revealed to us is this, that “whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth” (Heb. xii. 6),
and that in such cases, He “ will not suffer us to be tempted above that we are
able to bear, but will with the temptation also provide a way of escape that we
may be able to bear it.”—(1 Cor. x. 13) This lesson isconveyed to us, not only in
the form of express declaration, but in the form of illustration in many signal
instances. Joseph and Moses have been before us as signal examples: row it is
David. What we have to realize in his case is, that it was of God that he was
suddenly driven from a position of honour and comfort while yet a very young
man, and sent out among the rigours of an outlawed life, for the perfecting of
his character, for his preparation for the unbounded exaltation and blesseduess



Christadelphian. . .
The Chinstadelonian-] THE WAYS OF PROVIDENCE, 13

that awaited him as a victorious wearer of Israel’s crown. Yet though of God,
it was brought about in a perfectly natural way. This is the point of the case.
Saul became jealous of him; and after intriguing against him, threw off the
mask and gave open effect to his enmity, and compelled David to flee for his
life, and remain in concealment among the mountains.

The lesson is obvious (and the study of scriptural matters is vain if it bring
not with it a lesson that is * good and profitable unto men ”): our troubles may
come about in a perfectly natural way, and yet may be of God who knows how
to regulate human speech and action (without interfering with human will), as
to bring about results that shall be His own contrivance, while apparenily the
issue of human purpose merely. In this there is comfort for all who may be
in distress, who fear God and do His commandments. There is no more
important discernment of the ways of Providence than this,

One incident, bearing in another direction, deserves notice, before passing on
to the consideration of David’s uprise to prosperity. In the course of his
wanderings before the face of Saul, David came with his men to Keilah, It
was told Saul that David was come to Keilah. Saul rejoiced at the fact, con-
sidering that after long eluding pursuit, David had at last put himself in a trap
by taking refuge in a walled town. Saul prepared to go and surround Keilah
and catch David. David heard of Saul's preparations and of his intentions.
The question was, What should David do? Should he remain in Keilah or
make off into the open? This depended upon whether Saul would really
come, and whether if he came, the men of Keilah would stand by him or give
him up to Saul. By the hand of Abimelech, the priest, David made enquiry
of God on the subject. David said, “ O Lord God of Israel, Thy servant hath
certainly heard that Saul seeketh to come to Keilah to destroy the city
for my sake; will Saul come down as Thy servant hath heard? And the
Lord said, He will come down. Then said David, Will the men of Keilah
deliver me and my men into the hand of S8aul? And the Lord said, They wiil
deliver thee up.”—(1 Sam. xxiii. 10-12). On receiving this information, David
left the place with all speed; “ And it was told Saul that David was escaped
from Keilah, and ke forbare to go forth.’—(verse 13). The noticeable feature
lies in the fact that Saul did not go down to Keilah after David had been
divinely informed he would do so. This might appear contradictory if it
were not recognized in its true character as an illustration of the reasonable
nature of all divine statements According to some popular conceptions on the
subject, the answer “He (Saul) will come down,” was the inflexible fiat of
destiny which nothing in heaven or earth could interfere with. People in
general would treat it as an absolute statement—that the coming down of Saul
was a matter of fixed futurity——~whereas it is evident that like many statements
we hear, it contained an unexpressed condition, taken for granted as a matter

of course. ‘“He will come down "—if you stay here. *The men of Keilah
will deliver you up "—if they have the chance.
There is more than one illustration of this in the Scriptures. “Yet forty

days and Nineveh will be destroyed,” Jonah was made to say: but the Ninevitcs
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humbled themselves, and Nineveh was not destroyed at the end of forty days,
though Jonah patiently waited out the time to see the event. An unexpressed
condition was bound up in the proclamation: “ Yet forty days and Ninevel
will be destroyed "—if they repent not. So in Paul's shipwreck (Acts xxviii),
though angelically assared of the safety of every man in the ship (22-24), Paul
told the centurion that if the sailors deserted the ship, the lives of the rest
could not be saved (31); from which it follows that Paul understood the divine
intimation that he had to be subject to the employment of the right means:
“God hath given thee all them that sail with thee ”—if proper measures be
adopted.  This association of implied condition with apparently positive
statement is expressly enunciated in Jeremiah xviii. 7: “ At what instant I
shall speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom to pluck up and to
pull down and to destroy it, if that nation against whom I pronounced turn
from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.”

We must now look at David as he steps from adversity to the throne. We
watch the process in the light of the following intimation subsequently
addressed to David: “I (Jehovah) gave thee the house of Israel and the house
of Judah.”—(2 Samuel xii. 18). The bestowal of the throne of David was a
divine act. Therefore in observing the circumstances by which David passed to
that position, we observe a divine procedure, and learn a lesson in the ways of
Providence. Some of those circumstances we have already looked at. It
remains for us to note him at Ziklag, to which he and his men had been
assigned by Achish, king of Gath. They hear that war is on the point of
breaking out between Israel and the Philistines. They repair to the scene of
coming contlict in the character of a Philistine contingent— with what purpuse
(whether to fight against Israel or the Philistines) is not stated, though the
Philistines suspected the latter. Achish, who had also mustered to the fray,
forced David to return to Ziklag, and take no part in the battle. On arriving
back at Ziklag, David and his 600 men who were expecting to join their
families where they had left them, found Ziklag in ashes, and not a living
soul in the place. A band of Amalekites had attacked and burnt the place in
their absence. They gave themselves up to a transport of grief—each man for
his wife and family.—(1 Samuel xxx. 6). Looking upon David as the indirect
cause of their misfortune, “they spake of stoning him,” “but David
encouraged himself in the Lord his God.” Never were David’s prospects
darker than at this moment. Yet he was on the verge of day-break. When
the power of weeping had been exhausted, the question what was to be done
pressed itself. Pursuit of the marauding band was suggested by David and
sanctioned by God. Pursuit resulted in capture and in the recovery of the
stolen families. David’s troubles were nearing an end. In the midst of the
joy of domestic re-union, tidings came of the battle between Israel and the
Philistines, the discomfiture of the former, and the death of Saul and his
sons in battle. When the mourning natural to such news was over, the question
presented itself, What was the wisest thing next to be done in the circum-
stances?  David had adopted the prudent measure of conciliating the heads
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of the tribe of Judah. He had sent them a present out of the stuff taken
from the Amalekites who had burnt Ziklag, during his subsequent pursuit of
them, saying, “ Behold a present for you of the spoil of the enemies of the
Lord.” Quite a long list is given of the places to which these presents were
sent.—(1 Samuel xxx. 27-31).  This was a discreet paving of the way—mnot in
the nature of bribery, but a legitimate though politic predisposing of the
situation for what had been divinely appointed and was evidently impending—
the choice of David as Saul’s successor. It is an instance of what Saul referred
to when he said he was told that David dealt  very subtilly.”

The way was not quite open though Saul was dead, for Saul had left a son—
Ishbosheth-—whom Abner, Saul’s commander-in-chief, proclaimed king in his
stead. The course to be pursued must have been a hard problem for David to
decide. Should he remain in the enforced exile with the practical freedom and
independence of a minor chieftain’s life © or shounld he attempt to return to his
country at the peril of his head under Saul’s successor? He asked counsel of
the Lord. Here David enjoyed a privilege denied to our day. It may be said
we have as much liberty to ask the Lord’s direction as David had. Ay, but
what about the receiving of an answer ? here is where the difference lies.
Saul “enquired of the Lord,” but “the Lord answered him mnot, neither by
dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets.”—(1 Samuel xxviiil. 6). We ask, but we
do not receive an answer in the direct and satisfactory way David did. “David
enquired of the Lord, saying, shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah?
And the Lord said unto him, Go up (a short reply—two words: but of what
value compared with a whole volume of human disquisition). And David said,
Whither shall I go up? And He said, Into Hebron.” Two words again, but
what a world of strength and comfort in them to David. Of what unspeakable
consequence a single word of recognition and guidance would be to us in our
dark and deserted day. Have we no guidance then? Yes, but not of this
sort. God has not changed: the testimony remains true that the eyes of the
Lord are over the righteous and that His ears are open to their cry: that our
heavenly Father knoweth what things we have need of, and will direct our steps
in the attainment of them in the way best suited to our needs as His children,
But the day of open communication was suspended for a time, when, after the
final word by the hand of the Lord Jesus, the apostacy came in like a flood and
submerged the light in darkness. It was a day spoken of beforchand, that it
would come when there would be a famine, “ not a famine of bread, nor a thirst
for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord,” when men should run to and
fro, seeking the word of the Lord and should not find it” (Awmos viii. 11, 12);
when taere should be “no answer from God.”—(Micali iii. 7). If it be said
that in this God has changed, that whereas He answered before, now He
answers not; the objector has only to be reminded that before David was born,
there had been a similar period of silence because of Israel's sins. It is testified
that in the days of Samuel’s childhood, * The word of the Lord was precious
in those days: there was no open visio."—(1 Samuel iii. 1).  For everything
there is a season and a time. There ix a time to speak, and there is a time to be
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silent. This is true of God as well as man. He has spoken much in times
past, “at sundry times and divers manners:” now He is silent, and His very
silence is indicative of His estimate .of the state of things at present prevailing
on earth. Before sin entered into the world, intercourse with Him, through the
medium of His glorious angelic representatives, was a daily occurrence. After
sin had entered, Adam was expelled from this privileged relation, and could only
approach Him suppliantly through sacrifice before the austere cherubic symbol.
From that day to this is a long stride in the development of godlessness upon
earth, and explains the dead silence characteristic of these times of *darkness
covering the earth and gross darkness the people.” In the day of restoration,
the tabernacle of God will be with men, and He shall be their God and they
shall be His people. Joy and honour, and light and gladness will accompany
this communion with God. Meanwhile, it is ours only to pray, and in faith.
commit our way to Him who seeth in secret ; it is not our privilege to receive
the direct and explicit guidance that David received in the case before us. It
is cruslty to ourselves to imagine what is not.  Our wisdom is to recognize the
exact measure of our privileges; embrace them and walk up to them in full,
but not to assume that we are in David’s position and get answers where we
get none.

It may be suggested that David’s privilege in this respect precludes our use
of him as illustrating the ways of Providence. In truth the opposite view is
the more logical one. If we find that in the case of the man after God’s own
heart, who enjoyed almost the honour of Moses, in speaking face to face with
the Almighty One of Jacob, David had to act his part in the process by which
God accomplished His purpose concerning him, and that God accomplished
that purpose by working in David in a perfectly natural way, obviously it is
much more binding on us (if there be any difference) to act with a similar
practical wisdom in our ways, and to recognise that God does not act toward
us independently of natural circumstance, but by means of, or in co-operation
with them, when they are used in the spirit of fear before Him, faith in Him,
and submission to all His revealed requirements.

Having received so direct an answer as to which city of Judah he should
repair to, “ David went up thither to Hebron.” Arrived there, the men of
Judah, whom David had propitiated in the way already referred to, * came and
anointed David king over the house of Judah.”—(2 Sam. ii. 5). His juris-
diction at first was very circumseribed in comparison to the portion promised
to him as “captain over Israel "—the whole twelve tribes. He was but king
of Judah only, while Ishbosheth, Sanl’s son, was “king over Gilead and over
the Ashurites, and over Jezreel and over Ephraim, and over Benjamin and over
all Tsrael.”—(2 Sam ii. 9). Here we have to ponder the gradualness of the
divine operations, and the faith required of those who are the subject of them.
David had been anointed by Samuel as king over the whole house of Israel.
It would not have been an unnatural view of this anointing to suppose that
it meant the instantaneous installation of David, when the moment arrived
for giving it effect into the full possession of the throne of Saul. Instead of
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that, David was first the popular head of the army, then the king's son-in-law,
next aa exile under royal disfavour, next a mountain chieftain, next a Philistine
auxiliary, then the accepted monarch of a small section of the kingdom of
Tsrael, before the full development of the divine purpose was reached. And
each step in the process was the natural outcome of David’s action in the
one going before. This ought to give us an enlarged view of the ways of
God in all matters,—whether as to our own individual affairs, or as to the
development of the glorious purpose of God upon earth at the coming of
Christ. As Dr. Thomas used to say “ God is never in a hurry: He has plenty
of time.” There is nothing of the flash-of-lightning order in His works in
the past, and this is the lesson for the future.

David’s patience was tried, and David's faith was rewarded. His star rose
steadily in the eastern sky, showing with a brilliancy increasing every moment:
“David waxed stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul waxed weaker and
weaker,” until at last the kingdom of Saunl collapsed, and David’s authority

was established in all the land.

But we find we must devote another chapter to the case of David.

EpITOR.

JERUSALEM.

AmoxG the many meanings which have
been assigned for the name of Jerusalem,
the following have found most favour :
Possession of Peace, Inheritress of Peace,
Foundation of Peace, aud Vision of Peace.
Such an interesting city must have a name
of great significance. The city was first
called Salem. Some say this word means
“summit,” and is derived from a verb
meaning “to be high” Were it not for
several other considerations such critics
would doubtless endeavour to account for
the word Jerusalem in as dry and uninter-
esting a way. If| as part of the longer word
Just mentjoned, Salem means * peace,” does
it not as the appellative of the city with
whom the name of Melchizedec is asso-
ciated? A good exponent says, in Hebrews
vii. 2, that Melchizedec was first by inter-
pretation king of righteousness, and after
that also king of Salem, which is king of
peace. This is very satisfactory. This city
was afterwards called Jebus, which means
trodden down. Judah could not drive the
Jebusites from the city, but David succeeded
in doing so. What is the meaning of that
most expressive vame, Jerusalem? In

some measure the city enjoyed peace when
the period of its down-treading by the
Jebusites was ended. It realised the bless-
ing foreshadowed in its former name, Salem.
Surely Jerusalem is also 8 name of prophetic
import ; and the syllables of the word
shounld be parted and accounted tor with
the least possible addition or alteration;
also, of course, in accordance with the
genius of the language, and in the light of
Scripture history. From this city Peace
will be spoken to the nations; it will be the
habitation of Peace, Righteousness, and

Holiness. This Salem comes from DV'?Q,

(shalom) and means “ peace”-—prosperity
of every kind. How do we account for
)Y (yerw)?  Does it not come from

"'“"\ (ravak) “to pour upon in floods?”
TT

Jerusalem then is equal to saying, “He
(Jehovah) will pour peace on thee in floods;”
or “He will flood thee with prosperity.”
In view of this interpretation of the word,
read Isaiah Ixvi., 10, 12 : “ Make joyful with
Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all ye that
love her; rejoice mightily over her, all ye
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who mourn for her; for thus saith Jehovah:
Behold I will turn peace upon her like a
river, and the glory of the nations like an
overflowing torrent.”” The same Hebrew
verb from which the word Jebus is derived,
is used to designate the present treading-
down of Jerusalem. Here is an instance,
the words being, of course, prophetic when
spoken: ¢ The people of thy holiness have
possessed it but a little while: our adver-
saries have trodden down Thy sanctuary.”

(Isaiah Ixiii,, 18.) When David drove the
Jebusites from the consecrated spot, it was
called “the city of David.” There comes
however, one from the way of Edom, who
shall again clear the city of its spoilers, and
then it shall be called Jehovah Shammah—
Jehovah is there. Then there will be no
necessity to call the city by her prophetic
name, for she will be the city of Jehovah,
the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

J.W.T.

WISDOM.

Ir 18 written: “Out of the mouth of
babes and sucklings hast thou (Jehovah)
perfected praise,” and further, *Thou
hast hid these things from the wise and
prudent and revealed them unto babes.”

The wise and the prudent referred to
are those that are so in their own eyes,
possessing a vast amount of knowledge in
temporal affairs, but lacking the one
thing needful. From this it will at once
be seen that it is of no use to go to the
great men of the earth for any informa-
tion on this subject, for as it was in the
days of Jesus, so it is now, they know not
the wisdom of God, for had the rulers of
the world in his day known it, Paul says
they would not have crucified the Lord
of Glory—(1 Cor. i. 2). So trueis it that
great men are not always wise; neither
do the aged understand judgments, yet
days should speak, and multitude of
years should teach wisdom; but in the
majority of cases it does not do so. But
there ig a spirit in man, and the inspira-
tion of the Almighty giveth them under-
standing. We come with an enquiring
mind, desiring to know something more
definite concerning wisdom. Whatisit?
Is it worth seeking after and striving
for? It is apparent to any thinking
mind that we do not possess it by nature,
for it is written, “ Vain man would be
wise, though he be born like a wild
ass’s colt; and, therefore, it must, if

ossessed, be acquired in some way.

his being the case, the first question of
importance to every one desiring to
obtain it is, where are we to find it?
And in seeking a reply to this, we cannot
do better than follow the guidance of
Elihu, who attributes it to the inspira-

tion of the Almighty. God has used this
medium in His holy men of old, and the
result has been that they have used His
words and expressed His mind, so that it
can be said, God has spoken, and His
oracle is with us to this day under the
name of the Holy Bible. Therefore we
cannot do better than ask Him, through
that channel where wisdom dwells. The
answer is to be found in Job xii. 12.
‘With the ancient is wisdom, and in
length of days is understanding. With
God is wisdom and strength. He hath
wisdom and understanding. We cannot
help but feel the bold, clear truth of this
decided statement, especially when we
look around us on the manifold, mighty,
and wonderful works of God displayed
in all the universe, and come to the con-
clusion that the Creator and Sustainer of
it all must be in possession of underived
wisdom, knowledge, and discretion. God
is wisdom. But what is the value of this
attribute of the Deity, is what we want
to arrive at when, in the possession of
man. This is a very interesting part of
this subject, and in ascertaining its worth
to us, it will be the best to go to
Solomon’s account of it, as he can speak
from experience. Eccles. ix. 16.—Wis-
dom is better than weapons of war.
Wisdom is better than strength:
nevertheless the poor man's wisdom is
despised, and his words are not heard.
Prov. iv. 7, &c.—Wisdom is the principal
thing ; therefore get wisdom, and with
thy getting get understanding. Exalt
her, and she shall promote thee: she
shall bring thee to honour when thou
dost embrace her. She shall give to
thine head an ornament of grace, a crown
of glory shall she deliver to thee. Take
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fast hold of instruction, let her not go;
keep her ; for she is thy life.

Dan. xii.—They that be wise shall
shine as the brightness of the firmament.
Prov. iii. 13, &c.—Happy is the man that
getteth understanding, she is a free of
life to them that lay #old upon her, and
happy is everyone that retaineth her.
And Jehovah, addressing the man who
is led by His Spirit, says, “My son, let
not them depart from thine eyes: keep
sound wisdom and discretion, so shall
they be life unto thy soul, and grace to
thy neck. The wise shall inherit glory.”
These are a few of the testimonies of
Him who cannot lie, of the value of
wisdom to him that findeth, layeth hold
of, keepeth and retaineth it; but these
are only a small sample, and it will be
profitable before taking up the next
thread of the skein, to examine a few
more of a similar import. Prov. xix. 8.—
He that getteth wisdom loveth his own
soul; he that keepeth understanding
shall find good. Eccles. vii. 11.—Wisdom
is as good as an inheritance, yea better
too. For wisdom is a defence, and
money is a defence, but the excellency of
knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to
them that have it. Can anything that
we know of then exceed the value of this
precious commodity, which is a well-
spring of life to him that hath it; and
can anyone who fully recognises its worth
neglect to possess himself of it? We
must not. And with this in view, we
enter upon the next phase of this very
interesting subject. How is this pearl
beyond price to be obtained ? Tt can be
purchased; but not with filthy lucre.
Prov. xxiii. 23.—Buy the truth, and sell
it not: also wisdom, and instruction, and
understanding. But the price, well, it is
to be had for the seeking, without money,
and without price-in cash. Seek as for
hid treasure, ask and ye shall receive.
James i. 5.—1f any man lack wisdom let
him ask of God, who giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall
be given him. Can anything be more
definite than this ? Then let us come to
God, and make the first step towards the
possession of wisdom by casting away
our own vain ideas, and being willing to
receive instruction from His precious
word. Job, in the days of old, made the
same inquiry that we are now doing.
Job xxviii. 20.—~Whence, then, cometh
wisdom ? and where is the place of under-
standing ? The answer he received from
the Spirit of God will exactly meet our

case.—(verses 23 and 28.) God under-
standeth the way thereof, and He
knoweth the place thereof, and unto man
He said: Behold the fear of the Lord,
that is wisdom ; and to depart from evil
is understanding ; and Solomon reiterates
the statement in Prov. ix. 10, The fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy is under-
standing.

Moses exhorted the children of lsrael
for this reason to fear the Lord, in warn-
ing them to keep His statutes and com-
mandments faithfully. He said this will
be your wisdom, and your understanding
in the sight of the nations which shall
heuar all these statutes, and shall say
surely this great nation is a wise and
understanding  people.—(Deut. iv. 6).
But unfortunately for them they did not
follow his wise counsel, but proved them-
selves as the Lord predicted they would,
a nation void of wunderstanding; and
foreseeing this, He said, O that they
were wise, that they understood this,
that they would consider their latter
end.”— (Deut. xxxii. 28). We may learn
a lesson from this, for these things are
written for our benefit, that it is a part
of wisdom to consider our latter end, or
in other words to be ready, by settling
accounts with the adversary whilst we
are in the way with him, The children
of Israel were however to the natural
observer very wise and prudent, they had
a very great zeal for God, but it was not
according to knowledge, they were very
particular in the observance of feasts
and ceremonies, and the outward observ-
ance of the Sabbath, they tithed mint
and cummin, and appeared to berighteous,
but all this was abomination in the eyes
of God, because they neglected the
law, judgment, mercy, and truth, and
therefore the Lord speaks of them as
follows: Jer. iv. 22—“My people are
foolish, they have not known Me, they
are sottish children, and they have none
understanding: they are wise to do evil,
but to do good they have no knowledge.”
This was God’s estimation of them, He
looked on their hearts, and observed the
mainspring of all their actions, and
therefore as they loved the praise of their
fellow men, and what they did was to be
seen of them, they were when weighed
in His balances, found wanting. In
their own eyes they were the sons
of God, and children of Abraham, Moses’
disciples, and very learned in the law,
and more righteous than the dogs of the
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Gentiles around them, but in all this
(though, thank God, there were excep-
tions) they only displayed their own
conceit, and made themselves more
obnoxious to the Lord, for the proud He
knoweth afar off, and saith, woe unto
them that are wise in their own eyes,
and prudent in their own sight. There-
fore the wrath He foretold came upon
them to the uttermcst.

Let us take timely warning from these
examples, and humble ourselves under
the mighty hand of God, be willing and
obedient, that we may be exalted by
Him and not abased, and eat the good of
the land of promise, and delight our-
selves in the abundance of peace in the
future age. Had the Jews done this it
had been well with them and their
children for ever, and the blessing of
Abraham would have descended upon
them. But unfortunately for them they
leaned to their own understanding, and
the flesh deceived them, and instead of
being the children of Abraham, they
proved themselves as a nation, in all but
the accident of birth, children of the
devil, a seed of evildoers. They were
wise in their own conceit, and according
to God’s testimony there is more hope of
fools than of such—(Prov. xxvi. 12).

The sons and daughters of the Al-
mighty have each a profitable lesson
from the fall of the Jews. Let us
remember and take heed to our ways.
We are not to clevate our heads, and
boast against the Jews, lest we also
become wise in our own conceit, and meet
with God's just reprobation, but ever
remember that it is by the grace of God
we are what we are. We were once (and
I am now speaking of those who have
received the truth as it is in Jesus, and
passed through the door), blind, and
alienated from the life of God through
ignorance, and if now we see and know,
it is because e has enlightened the eyes
of our understanding. We possess no
good thing that we have not received
from Him. Let us ever keep this in
view that we may remain little in our
own eyes. The apostle James (iii. 13)
gives us one of the best examples of
showing us the way to manifest superior
wisdom : “Whois a wise man, and endued
with knowledge among you? ILet him
show out of a good conversation his

works, with meekness of wisdom.” This
is a personal question, and it rests with !
each one of us to prove, by our conscience |
in the sight of God, that the test can be |

applied to us satisfactorily. If we know
that it is otherwise, and there is bitter
envying and strife in our hearts, glory
not, and lie not against the truth, for the
apostle says : this wisdom descendeth
not from above, but is earthly, sensual,
and devilish. For where envying and
strife is, there is confusion and every
evil work. But the wisdom that is from
above is first sure, then peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be intreated, full of mercy
and good fruits, without partiality, and
without hypocrisy. The wisdom from
beneath we all possess by nature, more or
less; we inherit it from our mothers’
womb, it is part of the carnal mind ; but
the pure heavenly wisdom which is so
valuable and such a beautiful adornment,
we have to acquire by steady perse-
verance, and it is desirable that we
should know the best way of obtaining
it, so that we may mnot unmnecessarily
waste our frail strength. The advice of
Solomon will materially assist us in this,
if we allow ourselves to be guided by it.
Prov. xiii. 20.—He that walketh with
wise men shall be wise ; but a companion
of fools shall be desolate The only wise
men that we know of in this our day are
Jesus Christ, the prophets and apostles,
and those who walk with them. Though
the former are not personally with us,
yet the testimony of their minds re-
main in the word, and we can, in this
way, at any time, walk with them, and
open a conversation on those things that
it is of the utmost importance we should
enquire about, if we desire to be perfect.
The beauty of these holy men of old is
that we can join their company at any
time, by looking at the Bible, and open-
ing its pages to any one of their writings,
and we can leave them as quickly, with-
out fear of giving offence, by laying
it down. But depend upon it, those who
are the oftenest in their company will
prove wisest in the end.

Jesus was, and is the wisdom of God,
being His word, which He has magnified
above all His name, manifested in flesh
for the salvation of men believing in him.
He said, search the Scriptures. He also
said that the message he delivered, he
received from his Father, that it was
spirit and life, and would judge men in
the last day. It was the word of the
kingdom, the substance of Moses, and
the prophets centred in him, for the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy, and observing this, we can
understand that the testimony of the
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Lord is sure, making wise the simple,
and that whoso is wise, and (in what
way do they display it) will observe
these things, even they shall understand
the loving-kindness of the Lord, for His
gecret is with them that fear Him, The
wise, who hearken to the voice of God's
word, shall understand, but the wicked,
who reject it, shall not. The word, the
word of the living God, the faithful
Creator of all, believed and obeyed, is the
key that unlocks the door of wisdom's
house. The Holy Scriptures are able to

make us wise unto salvation through
faith, which is in Christ Jesus. All
Seripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruetion in right-
eousness, that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works. 2 Tim, iii. 15, &e.—If we
know these things, happy are we if we
do them, that we may receive crowns of
glory, and see the king, the wisdom of
God in his beauty.
T. Royee.

SUNDAY MORNING AT THE BIRMINGHAM CHEISTADELPHIAN
EOOLESIA, No. 115,

‘‘Ezhort one ancther daily.”’—PavL.

Boru in our reading (Hebrew iii.) and
in our singing this morning, we are invited
to contemplate Jesus in an aspect at once
most exalted and most comforting. It is
that aspect of his position which we are
perhaps the last to apprehend. Many
features of the truth strike us and engage
our attention long before we rise to the
glory and comfort of his priesthood. The
first effect of the truth is probably to
fascinate the enlightened imagination
with the glory of the kingdom, or more
probably still, to startle the mind with the
strangeness of the discovery that all the
world should think man imwmortal when
he was nothing but a vanishing creature
of the ground. It is a while before these
two salient features of the truth are
sufficiently assimilated with the mental
man to leave the mind at liberty to rise
to the higher facts of the glorious gospel.
But by and bye, we settle down in the
full acceptance of these elements of the
truth, and the mind seeks to climb the
higher ascents, that is, if growth takes
place.

We must take care to grow. Some do
not grow. Paul speaks of these Hebrews
as being shortcoming in this matter. He

says, “ When for the time ye ought to be
teachers, ye have need that one teach yon
again which be the first principles of the
oracles of God; and are become such as
have need of milk, and not of strong
meat.”—(v. 12). If the apostolicaliy
instructed could get into this state, our
own danger must be greater. It may be
said the question of growth is out of our
control. A man may say, ¢ Well, if 1
grow, I shall be thankful, but if I do not,
how can I help it ? it is the blame of
what 1 am, and I did not make myself."”
Let us beware of the pleasable fallacy.
There is only so much of reasonableness
in it. Though we did not make ourselves,
being made, much depends upon what
we do as to what we become. If a man
pursue healthy hatits, he will be healthy:
whereas if he neglect the bath, fresh air,
exercise and wholesome food, he will
become a weak and incapable man. Any
one can see this in physical things. The
same law holds good in spiritual things.
If a man work by right rules in spiritual
things, he will grow; if by wrong rules,
the opposite will be his experience.

The first condition of spiritual health is
indicated by Peter in the words “ Desire
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the sincere milk of the word that ye may
grow thereby.,” A man addicting himself
to companionship with the word, in the
daily and systematic reading thereof, will
“grow.”” He will grow in himself and
he will naturally cultivate the society of
those of a similar taste, and receive the
additional help that comes from whole-
some association. As saith Solomon,
¢ He that walketh with wise men shall be
wise,” The growing tendency coming
from such of course will be not only to
seek identification with ¢ whatsoever
things are lovely, and of good report,”
but to avoid everything of a contrary
character, to stand not in the way of
sinners, to lay aside of every weight, to
cut off the right hand, to pluck out the
right eye, to ** flee youthful lusts and to
follow righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
patience, meekness,” What can be the
effect of such a seeking the good and
eschewing the evil, but that * growth”
which is constantly exhorted in ail the
apostolic epistles? If, on the contrary,
a man make but an indifferent pursuit
of the spirit, and unwisely mix himself
with worldly pleasures and carnal friends
and dangerous companions, his  ex-
perience of the want of growth will be
the result of his own course, and justly
chargeable, in so far as his course is a
voluntary one, to his own fault,

But we are here this morning in the
channel of growth. We are here desiring
to obey the apostolic exhortation to grow
in the knowledge of God, our Saviour,
and of the Lord Jesus Clirist. We cannot
better realize this object than by attend-
ing to the particular command before us ;
to ¢ consider the apostle and high priest
of our profession, Christ Jesus.” Letus
do so. Let us ponder what Panl proceeds
to say of him : ‘* Who was faithful to him
that appointed him; as also Moses was
faithfal in all bis house.” We all know
what it is to be faithful : it is to carry out
the wishes of another in fulness and
truth, The testimony is that Jesus did

this in relation to “ Him that appointed
him.” He did what the Father desired
him to do, whether they were disagree-
able or otherwise. Of what significance
is the fact to us? Because of the appli-
cation Jesus himself gave it. “If ye
keep my commandments, ye shall abide
in my love, even as I have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in. His love” The
faithfulness of Christ as the basis of his
acceptance with God is constantly placed
before us as a lesson with reference
to our own faithfulness as the basis of
our acceptance with Christ. The words
just guoted were spoken by Christ when
on earth. When he had gone away into
heaven he repeated the lesson in the
communication to John in Patmos, in
this form: “ Be thou faithful unto death
and I will give thee a crown of life.” “He”
that overcometh and keepeth my works
to the end, to him will I grant that he
sit with me on my throne, even as I also
overcame and am set down with my Father
on His throne. * This forces home a lesson
entirely lJost sight of in the popular
religious winistrations of the day, It is
the lesson of all Paul’s epistles. It is the
lesson of truth, as we shall find when we
are face to face with the dread judgment
seat before wkich we must all appear to
give account and to receive according to
the Judge’'s estimate of our deserts. In
a sense, we never can deserve anything,
but in so far as He has been pleased to
appoint that certain things will command
His approbation, it is no presumption to
hope, and to aim that we may be presented
before Him ¢ with exceeding joy.”

¢ This man was counted worthy of more
glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who
hath builded the house hath more honour
than the house.” Here is something of
profound meaning concerning * the apos-
tle and high priest of our profession.”
It is doubtless one of those things to
which Peter makes reference when he
says of Paul’s epistles: “in them are
things bard to be understood.” Paul
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himself says of Christ: “of whom
we have many things to say and Zard to
be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.”
The expression reminds us of the remark
of some of Christ’s disciples when they
listened to some of the statements he
had made: ¢ This i an hard saying;
who can hear it?” And they showed
their sense of the hardness of it by the
fact recorded: *From that time, many
of his disciples went back and walked no
more with him.”—(John. vi. 66). Let us
not be like them. Let us not be repelled
by the hardness of a matter concerning
Christ, ever remembering that those who
suffer themselves so to be exercised
only discard one hardness for another
and a worse, The intellect is bound to
be confronted by ¢ hardness’—(or that
which is difficalt of understanding)—
in one form or other. * Nature’’ itself,
which some men think easy, is an in-
scrutable problem at the foundation.
Men see it is a fact and mistake their
familiarity with a fact for understanding.
Christ is the fact and more glorious than
nature, for he is the impersonation of
intelligent love, and the link with all
that is glorious in destiny.

* He who hath builded the house hath
more honour than the house : >’ how does
this apply to Jesus as a reason why he
should have more glory than Moses?
Was not Jehovah the builder in both
cases—by Moses and by Jesus? Truly;
but there was a difference between Moses
and Jesus: ¢ Moses, verily, was faithful
in all his house as a servant; . : . but
Christ as @ son.”—(verses 5 and 6). Christ
being a son was more than Moses in
many ways. He was a manifestation
of the Father which Moses was not: he
could say “I and my Father are one,”
which Moses could not: he could say
‘ He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father,” which Moses could in no wise
affirm. He was ¢ the word made flesh,”’
which Moses was not. All this involved
his being the builder of the house, in the

sense that * He that built all things, is
God ” (verse 4), and this man was God
in manifestation, though a son, * who
learnt obedience through the things that
he suffered.”—(Heb. v. 8), This brings
with it a comfort concerning him which
it is impossible to exhaust. When Israel
saw Moses come ont and go in among
them, they saw but the servant and
mouthpiece of the Terrible Majesty of
the heavens—a man, one of themselves
merely and only, though so highly
honoured as to be spoken to by Jehovabh,
face to face, as a man speaks to his
friend. Moses could tell them nothing
but whut he was authorised. He was
merely an ambassador—strictly confined
to his instractions. But when men saw
Jesus, they stood in the presence of
the Father mediately manifested. The
Spirit, making him what he was as a man
in the first instance, and abiding upon
him without measure, after his baptism
in the second place, made him what no
man ever was before him—the personated
exhibition and expression of the Father,
everywhere present by his Spint. So
that the act of the one was the act of
the other, as Jesus said: ¢ The son can do
nothing himself but what he seeth the
Father do.” The practical significance
of this is that the work of Christ was
the work of God. “God was in Christ
reconciling the world unto Himself,”
Consequently, we have not to think of
the Father as a distant personage pro-
pitiated  through the intervention of
Christ. The Father approackes us
through and in Christ If Christ were
among us, he would say to us as he said
to Philip: “ Believest thou not that I
am in the Father and the Father in me?
The words that I speak unto you, I speak
not of myself; but the Father that dwell-
eth in me, He doeth the works." —
(John xiv. 10).

What was thus true of him in the days
of his flesh is much more true of him in
the exaltation that God hath given him.
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Paul’s testimony is that “in bim dwell-
eth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”’ —
(Col. ii. 9). Paul himself saw the physical
evidence of this in the light  above the
brightness of the sun’’ which felled and
blinded him on his way to Damascus,
The fact is symbolically illustrated in the
Apocalypse by “the Lamb having seven
horns and seven eyes’’—all power and
all perfection —as saith Jesns: «All
power is given unto me in heaven and
in earth ” (Matt. xxviii, 18); and “I am
he that searcheth the reins and hearts.”’—
(Rev. ii. 23). The description of him as
*“the Lord the Spirit” completes the
evidence on this point.

His relation to us in this exalted pos-
ition, is that of a priest. ‘Let us
consider him’’ in this relation, as Paul
exhorts. What does it mean? Paul
leaves us no doubt on the subject.
There is no room for the idea that he
is priest in any figurative sense. Paul
not only says ‘“we have a great high
priest, passed into the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God ;** but he says “he ever
liveth to make intercession for them that
come anto God by him.”—(Heb. vii. 25).
Upon this tact he bases the injunction:
“ Let us therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need.”’—
(iv. 16). Here is an office actively exer-
cised by Jesus, of the sort suggested by
the statement that * there is one God and
one Mediator between God and man, the
wman Christ Jesus.,”—(1 Tiwm ii. §). It is
an asking of God for mercy on behalf of
certain, as it is written in the Psalws:
¢ Thou hast ascended on high : thou hast
led captivity captive: thou hast received
gifts for men, yea, for the rebsilious also,
that the Lord God might dwell among
them,” — (Ixviii. 18).

At first sight, this idea might seem
to clash with the other fact we have
looked at, viz: that Jesus and the Father
are a unity. It might be asked: if it
be so that in the presence of Jesus, we

are in the presence of the Father, and
that we need not to think of the Father
as a hostile personage in the background,
where is there room for this making of
intercession on behalf of offenders?
The answer is that though Jesus and
the Father are one, that oneness (which
is a oneness of the sort subsisting between
the san and a sunbeam) does not exclude
the quality of separateness by which the
Father is the Father, and the son, the
son. The same Jesus who said “J and
my Father are one’ also said “It is
written in your law, the testimoay of
two men is trme. I am one that bear
witness of wyself, and the Father who
sent me beareth witness of me.”—(John
viil, 17, 18). The Father was in heaven
when Jesus was on earth, and Jesus
lifted up his eyes to heaven and said:
‘ Father, the hour is come: glorify Thy
son that Thy son may also glorify Thee.”
Afterwards, Jesus ascended to the Father,
as he said: ¢ And now I am no more in
the world ; but these (my disciples) are
in the world, and I come to Thee”—(John
xvii. 11). But this departure of Jesus
to the Father did not put an end to their
personal separateness. It still remains
the fact that while “the head of every
man is Christ, the head of Christ 1s Gop
(1 Cor, xi. 3); and while  ye are Christ’s,
Curist 18 Gop'’s.”” — (1 Cor. iii. 23).
Therefore, let us never lose hold of the
fact that Christ is “ entered into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God
Sor us.’—(Heb. ix. 24). It is a fact to
rejoice in and to be continually comforted
by. We need not burden ovr minds with
any conception of how this mediation is
conducted. Whether Jesus speaks aud-
ibly to the Father in request for this one
and that one. or whether, as is more
probable, the request is conveyed by his
unspoken wish, the result is the same to
us, which is the important matter ¢for
us poor mortal sinners,” That is, the
Father is pleased for Christ's sake, if
Christ choose to make request, to forgive
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such as may be asked for. There is,
therefore, much practical reality of
meaning in John’s statement, If any
man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”—
(1 John ii. 1-2).

We stand in need of this consolation,
for we must all experience Paul’s dis-
satisfaction with himself, when he said:
“The good that I would I do not, and
the evil which I would not that I do,”’—
not that this means living in sin, but it
means that there are heights of holiness
and praise and well-doing to which the
new man groaningly aspires; butto which
he cannot attain in this state of humili-
ation; and that theve are also necessities
and infirmities of various sorts, from
which this same new man would gladly
be emancipated, but to which he is
obliged to submit with the feeling of Paul,
which led him to exclaim: ** Oh, wretched
man that T am!” It is a comfort to
know that if we walk in iove and obedi-
ence, with broken and contrite heart,
trembling at the word, if we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse uns from all
iniquity.

This idea joins hands with what Paul
intimates in the chapter we are consider-
ing, viz., that our possession of these
privileges depends upon a certain mental
state in relation to the hope. *‘* Whose
house are we if we kold fast the confidence
and the refoicing of the hope firm unto the
end.”—(Heb. iii, 6.) Nothing more com-
pletely disposes of the popular idea,
fostered by the leaders of the people, that
the nature of our “theological expecta-
tions,” as they would term them, is a
matter of indifference. The holding of
“ the hope *’ is essential to our aceeptance
with God: for “we are saved by hope,”
or by the hepe, as it is in the original.—
(Rom. viii. 21.) This hope is *the Lope
of Israel,” as Paul told the Jews in Rome.

~(xxviii. 20.) It is a hope embracing
many glorious elements,—the hope of
eternal life, the hope of resurrection, the
hope of change to the immortal, the hope
of the coming of the kingdom, that is, of
the restoration of the kingdom to Israel
(Actsi. 1) ; the hope of a place in it, the
hope of the blessedness covenanted to all
nations of the earth in Abraham, in the
day when Abraham himself shall ¢ receive
the promise,” which he did not receive in
the day of his pilgrimage, but which he
saw afar off with the result of confessing
he was a stranger and pilgrim upon the
earth.—(Heb. xl. 13.) If a man be
destitute of this hope, he is destitute of
that which is well-pleasing to God: or if
possessing it without “ confidence and
rejoicing,’” he is equally awanting of the
condition which Vaul says is necessary
to constituency in the house of Christ.

Let us therefore listen to Paul, when he
says further on in the chapter. * Take
heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you
an evil heart of unbelief in departing
from the living God, but exhort one
another daily while it is called to-day,
lest any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin.”—(verse 12). We
are in constant daunger while we are in
the present evil world, Many things
tend to dim the brightness of the hope in
our minds. Let us take the precautions
appointed for our help. Letus “give our-
selves to reading” (1 Tim. iv, 13}, pray
without ceasing, and forsake not the
assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is. In this way, we may
hope, with the help we shall receive from
within the veil, to keep ourselves un.
spotted from the world, and to receive
at last that joyful welcome into rest and
glory which awaits all the children of
God, in the day of the Lord’s promised
return to the earth.

Epitor.
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THE DAY OF ADAM'S TRANSGRESSION.

Crosery related to such subjects as the
Nature of Man, Life and Death, and
Rewards and Punishments, is that of
the Proving of Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden; and it is important
that we should clearly understand the
divine command which they were pre-
vailed upon to break, and the nature of
the sentence passed upon them after
their fall. While there is not much
difficulty experienced in understanding
the nature and effect of the sentence
pronounced on the sin of our first parents,
many have failed to satisfy themselves
that the sentence was an exact carrying
out of the threatening words addressed
to Adam and Eve in the days of their
innocence. 'The difficulty is briefly
stated thus: *“ Adam died, as a result of
his sin, at the age of 930—929 years
after his transgression. God, however,
had said to him, ‘Of every tree of the
garden thou mayest freely eat ; but of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil thon
shalt not eat of it; for in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die.” To strictly carry out this
charge, therefore, it must be shown that
Adam died directly after eating of the
fruit of the forbidden tree; he should
have died ‘in the day of his eating.
This, then, is the difficulty. Some meet
it by saying that the sentence was passed
upon Adam on the day of his offence,
and that, having forfeited his right to
live, he was not much better than a dead
man. Others think they find & solution
of the difficulty by adopting the mar-
ginal rendering, * dying thou shalt die,”
which words they interpret to mean that
after Adam sinned he became mortal,
and ultimately—after a lapse of 900
years—he died.

Now, an English Bible should be
suited to English people. It is not to
be supposed that every reader of the
English Bible will be aequainted with
the idiomatic expressions or characteris-
tic phraseology of the original tongues.
If the authorised version of the Bible
were a word for word translation, it
would, in the Old Testament, give us the
idiomatic expressions of the Hebrew
tongue, and those expressions would, in
a great many cases, require explanation
before they would be intelligible to the
ordinary English reader. The English
Bible, however, does not claim to be a

literal translation, and we should not
expect to find in the Old Testament
Hebrew idiomatic expressions translated
without explanation word for word into
English. It cannot be denied that in
many places the authorised version is
painfully literal, and the ordinary reader,
on meeting with such unfortunate
passages is puzzled rather than enlight-
ened. In the Hebrew sentence, rendered
in Genesis ii. 17, “in the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die’’—
there are two idiomatic expressions. The
one is literally translated, and without
due regard being paid to its grammatical
position; the other has been rendered
into its English equivalent, and to
explain it we have a marginal reading,
which itself needs explanation. The
Hebrew words rendered “in the day that
thou eatest’” are pronounced b&’yom
alkalka ; and those rendered “ thou shalt
surely die,” moth tamuth. There is no
disputing the fact that &’yom sometimes
means “in the day;’’ we say, however
—and the lexicographers support us—
that in such a grammatical connection
as we have it here, d’yomm cannot be
translated as it is in the authorised
version. Then, again, moth tamath may
be rendered, as in the margin of the
English Bible, “dying thou shalt die;”
but how did the Hebrews understand
these words?  Neither of these ex-
pressions means what a literal translation,
without regard to Hebrew idiom, would
lead an ordinary Englishman to think
they do; they require explanation, or
they are calculated to mislead.

‘We will first consider the second clause,
“dying thou shalt die.” Some consider
these words to have found verification on
the day Adam sinned, by his becoming
a corruptible creature, and ultimately
dying. This, however, is not so. We
have the Hebrew word ¢ todie ” repeated
in two moods: the infinitive (motk) and
the indicative (tamuth); moth, to die—
dying; tamuth—thou shait die. As the
words stand, certainty is implied, and
nothing more ; so the authorised version
is not far wrong in rendering the words,
“thou shalt surely die.” It is out of
the question to suppose that a process of
decay is implied in the words, for they
were afterwards used to one of the
descendants of Adam—Shimei (1 Kings
ii. 37, 42), and we have no record of
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Shimei having oceupied a similar relation
tolife and death to that which Adam
sustained before the fall. If it had been
intended to express a continued or
lasting process, the order of the Hebrew
words would have been reversed. Shimei
was mortal at the time of the threat
which was couched in the strong terms,
“thou shalt certainly die.” Upon these
words, also, all the emphasis rested in
the charge made to Adam and Eve,
Ostervald was not far wrong when, in
his French Bible, in these verses in
Kings he rendered moth tamuth: “tu
mourras sans rémission ' — thou shalt
die without chance of pardon. The same
Hebrew words might be similarly ren-
dered in Genesis ii. 17.

We now proceed to the consideration
of the other idiomatic expression in the
sentence. The wordsare: b’yom alkalka,
and the idiom consists in a word which
might be translated *in the day’ being
so situated as to call for a different
rendering. The Hebrew word for “day
is yom ; but this word enters into the
formation of several adverbial formulee,
of which we here have an instance. If
followed by a substantive b’yom would
have meant ¢ in the day of ;" but when
it precedes a verb in the infinitive, as in
Geenesis ii. 17, it becomes an adverb of
time, and assumes a different meaning.
The noun yem has been variously ren-
dered in the common version, and over
sixty times we find it translated ¢ time.”
‘With prepositional prefixes we find it
rendered ‘ when,” “then,” “mnow,” &e.
In the following passages §’yom is, in the
authorised version, rendered ‘ when:”
—Levit. xiii. 14; Lev. xiv. 57; Deut.
xxi. 16; 1 Sam. xx,19; 2 Sam. xxi. 12;
Ezek. xxxviil. 18. No one will contend
that b'yom, followed by an infinitive,
should be uniformly translated * in the
day that.” We shall show that such a
translation would often be manifestly
inaccurate ; and that the meaning of
b’yom, in such a grammatical position as
in Genesis ii. 17 is *“when,” or * after
that.”” If not in this particular, in others
precisely similar, Fuerst, Hwald, and
Gesenius  agree in rendering b&'yom
“when;”’ Fuerst says it should, in
2 Sam. xxi. 12, be rendered * after that.”

‘We read in 2 Sam. xxi. 12, that David
went and fetched the bones of Saul from
the men of Jabesh-gilead, who had
stolen them from the street of Bethshan,
“ where the Philistines had hanged them,
swhen the Philistines had slain Saul in

"God had made,” &ec.

Gilboa.” It is clear that here d’yem,
which is translated ©when,” means
“after that,” for, according to 1 Sam.
xxxi. 8, the Philistines did not find Saul
before the day after the battle. So
it was the day after he was slain that
Saul was hanged. If ¥’yom means ¢ after
that” here, does it not also in Genesis
ii. 17? It is a fact that Saul was not
hanged on the day of the battle; it fs
also a fact that Adam did not die on
the day of his transgression. The
hanging of Saul took place after he
was slain ; the death of Adam took place
after he sinned. Facts show in both
cases that d'yom is used to indicate
“after,” and does not necessarily refer
to any particular day.

In Genesisii.4 we read: ¢ These are
the generations of the heavens and of
the earth when they were created in the
day that the Lord God made the earth
and the heavens.” Here also we have
Yyom, and the last words of the verse
would read better, “after that the Lord
The earth and the
heavens were not made in a day. Oster-
vald renders the word “quand” in this
place; and Luther, in his German Bible,
“zu der zeit da.”’

Passing by a number of instances in
which &'yom is used in a similar sense,
we come to 1 Kings ii. 37, 42, where we
read that Shimei was threatened: “ On
the day thou goest out, and passesi over
the brook Kidron, thou shalt know for
certain that thou shalt surely die.” We
know that in this case death took place
some time after the disobedience of
Shimei, and yet the threat was regarded
as having been fully carried into effect.
Scripture history continually demon-
strates the true meaning of b'yom.

In Isaiah xi. 16 it is promised that at
a time yet future there will be a high-
way “for the remmnant of His people,
which shall be left, from Assyria, like
as it was in the day that he came up out
of the land of Egypt.” It will be seen
from Exodus xiii. that after the deliver-
ance of Israel and before crossing the
Red Sea, at least two days must have
elapsed, the first night having been spent
in camp at Succoth, and the second at
Etham, where God began to direct the
journey day and night by a pillar of
cloud and a pillar of fire. The time
referred to in Isaiah is clearly after that
the children of Israel had come out of
the land of Egypt, and without reference
to any particular day. Again, we read
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in Jeremiah xi. 4, 7, of the covenant God
made with the children of Israel when
He brought them out of the land of
Egypt, saying, “ Obey My voice and do
them, according to all which I command
you; so shall ye be My people, and I
will be your God. . . . . Forl
earnestly protested unto your fathers
in the day that 1 brought them out of
the land of Egypt, . . saying, obey
My voice.”” 1t was after passing through
the Red Sea, and three days into the
wilderness (Exodus xv. 23), that—having
been miraculously supplied with water—
the people were told to hearken to God’s
voice ; it was in the third month (Exodus
xix. 1) after the departure from Egypt
that the people came into the wilderness
of Sinai, and pitched before the mount,
and received the covenant of the law.
This surely was not in the day they came
out of Egypt. There is a similar refer-
ence in Jeremiah xxxi. 32, where as in
a number of other places, #yom com-
passes a considerable space of time, and
means “after that.” In a number of
other places, including Jer. xxxiv. 13
and Ezek. xx. 5, 6; xxxvi. 33, dyom is
used in the sense of ““when,” or “after
that,” the verb being understood as equal
to the, perfect or pluperfect tense of our
grammars,

It seems to have become so fashionable
to believe that spiritual death was the
death threatened to Adam and visited
upon him on the day of his sin, that but
little inquiry has been made as to the
significance of the adverb »yom. We
have seen that, in a number of cases,
b'yom could not have been used in the
sense of “in the day that,” but that it
means “when,” or “after that.” We
say that the passages quoted are
sufficiently illustrative of the use of the

word, and show that no idea of a partic-
ular day was associated with it in the
mind of a Hebrew, but that it specified
the finishing of one act before something
else could take place; and this we find
in Genesis ii. 17. It is clear that as the
threat was afterwards put in the form
of a sentence, no particular day was
intended. In the time of her innocence
Eve, in her own language, expressed the
charge thus: “Of the fruit of the tree
in the midst of the garden God hath said,
ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye
touch it, lest ye die.”” This shows how
the command was understood by the
woman. If it were desired to say, “as
soon as you have eaten thereof,” or,
“while you are eating thereof,” it would
have been most easy to have chosen
other Hebrew expressions, It seems
clear that the Creator used #’yom in the
sense in which it is found to have been
used generally, and that He carried out
to the letter the threat He made, which
threat we have no doubt is in meaning
something very near our English: *For
when (or, after that) thou hast eaten
thereof, thou shalt die without chance
of pardon.”” This leaves no room for
the spiritual death of which some speak
and write so much. Motk tamuth is the
emphatic way of saying ¢thou shalt
die;”’ b’yom is an adverb of time, and
though made up of a preposition and a
noun meaning “ day,” it does not, when
found in this form before a verb in the in-
finitive, convey any idea of a measured
period of time.

Thus is answered—and, as the writer
believes, honestly and conclusively—one
more objection frequently raised against
a doctrine so plainly taught in the Holy
Scriptures—human mortality,

JW.T.

PSALM 1L
IN EXPOSITORY VERSE.

Bressixgs from God shall ever be
On him who walks aright,

Who heedeth not the godless talk
Of those who walk by sight;

Who standeth not in way of those
‘Whom law of sin doth guide,
Nor in the house of scornful foolx

Doth enter to abide—

But, rather, in Jehovah’s law
Doth show intense delight—

Hereon doth love to meditate
By daytime and by night.

He shall be like a spreading tree,
By running waters fed,

Whose season’s fruit will never fail,
Nor lealing leaves be dead.
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Then shielded from all evil storms,
And blest by sun and rain,

Whate'er he sets his hand unto
Shall not be done in vain.

Not so the sowers to the flesh,
Devoid of Godly mind—

Like worthless chaff which men despise,
And scatter to the wind.

March, 1878,

When summoned to the,Judgment Seat,
With those who right have done,
They’ll not rise up to spirit life:
God's gift through His dear Son.

For Yahweh sees and doth approve
All those who walk by faith,
But such as disobey His word

Shall perish, as He saith.
JJ.A.

@The Christadelphian,

He 18 not ashamed to call them brethren.~(Heb. ii, 11}

JANUARY, 1880.

Ix bidding good bye to the 70’s, people (that
is, enlightened people) turn their eyes in
wistful expectation to the 80’s. “We
trusted that it had been he that should have
redeemed Israel;” so said the two disciples
to their unrecognised but most illustrious
fellow traveller, now so much desired. Their
brethren of the present moment can say
something of the same sort. *We trusted
that ere now, the Redeemer of Israel would
have appeared.” Our trust was withreason,
as the many realised expectations of the past
80 years have shown, but the reason was
misinterpreted somewhat on the point of
time, though read aright in the main. The
expiry of the papal period was taken as
the marking point of the Lord's arrival,
whereas it was but introductory to the time
of it. Corrected by experience, we wait
with undiminished but perhaps more patient
expectation, knowing neither the day nor
the hour, yet noting with gratitude the
tokens of the Bridegroom’s approach. Those
tokens increase every moment. The state
of the nations as a whole, the condition of
the Turkish empire and the attitude of
England in relation to the Asiatic portion
of that empire, the sullen menace and
threatening crouch of Russia and the up-
springing of Israel’s interests, are among the
general indications mcreasingly manifest
from month to month.

The terribly suffering state of the world
gives anguish to the cry of the saints as
they pray, “Come Lord Jesus, come

quickly.” Public events diffuse uneasiness
and apprehension. A scientific attempt to
blow up the Imperor of Russia with
dynamite as the train conveying him home
was entering Moscow: the sudden and
dangerous revival of Afghan hostility to
the British, resulting in the British evacua-
tion of Cabul and the environment of the
British force: the reported discovery in
Cabul of Russian correspondence with the
late Ameer, dating as far back as 1873,
showing Russia’s deliberate antagonism to
England; floods in Hungary and Spain,
famine in upper Germany and divers places,
the immense sufferings of the poor in Eng-
land, and an untold catalogue of woe make us
feel that the times of the Gentiles are closing
in darkness and trouble. Happy is he that
hath the God of Jacob for his refuge. Lord,
arise: command deliverance for Jacob: set
up the kingdom of long-standing promise.
Let the glorious day arrive; let the shadows
of the night flee for ever away!

THE NEW VERSION OF THE BIBLE.

One thing is likely to happen in 1880, and
that is, the appearance of the new version
of the.Bible, upon which so many able men
have been so long a time engaged. In an
article in the Churchman, the writer says
it is expected that the revised New
Testament, at least, and possibly also parts
of the Old Testament, will be published in
the coming year, just 500 years after
Wyecliffe issued the first complete version
of the holy Scriptures in the English
langnage. In consequence ot the finding
of some older manuscripts, and the more
critical study the New Testament has
of late years received, the writer, who
scems to speak with authority, states it is
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not too much to say that in more than a
thousand instances fidelity to the true text
now ascertained requires a change in the

present authorised version. He adds, how-,

ever, which it is important to note, that
in most cases the change would be slight.
With regard to the nine years’ work of
the revisers, now drawing to a close, he
says when an important reading is clearly
a mistake of the copyisfs it will be discarded;
when it is uncertain its doubtfulness will
be stated in the margin. One great class
of revisions which will be made will be
the rendering of the same Greek word by
the same English word throughout. For
instance, while in one passage the word
¢ Atonement’ occurs, the same word has in
many cases been translated ¢ reconciliation;’
the word translated ‘hope,’ which occurs
thirty-two times, is rendered as *trust’
eighteen times; and ‘ Hades’ and ‘Gehenna’
are translated by the same word hell in
every case except one. The writer adds
this significant remark, that *the issue of
the new version will compel a revival of
the study of the holy Scriptures.”’

In all this, there is reason for congratu- |

lation. It is a matter of satisfaction that
after all the unsparing criticism, and
diligent investigation of the past 500 years,
the changes required by additional know-
ledge should be “slight.” It is a proof
that in all material respects, in the common
version, the Scriptures are in our hands in the
form in which they were delivered, and
although the emendations in the new trans-
lation will be valuable, they are not
essential to a right understanding of the
holy oracles in their substance, when they
are diligently studied.

As to an American article on the subject,
in which the writer declares the result of
the revision to be the confutation of the
Bible’s claims to inspiration, brother Gunn
may rest content that itis a mere newspaper
misrepresentation, reflecting the prepossess-
ions of the writer. It is a construction of
the facts resting now on no broader grounds
than similar theories indulged in for the past
hundred years particularly. Even if put
forth by the revisers themselves, it would be
of no weight. The inspiration of the Bible
is not a question of scholarly criticism. The
evidence of it rests upon facts in history,
features and peculiarities in the character

of the Bible which are beyond the
reach of the most ingenious or plausible
hostility; and as to which the revisers
themselves, not knowing the truth, are no
authorities, while they may be excellent
judges of ancient idioms and old MSS. and
Greek and Hebrew caligraphy.

INFORMATION WANTED—AND SUPPLIED.

In the Penny Post, an ecclesiastical pub-
lication, apparently of extreme Ritualistic
proclivities, a correspondent entitled “ Ath-
elney ” asks for information concerning the
“Christodelphians.” He enquires ‘ What
are their heresies? Who are their leaders?
Where were they founded ? and by whom?”
A second correspondent, writing under the
nom de plume of “ Alpha,” volunteers an
answer, which will show those whe know
the facts, how easy it is for the believers of
the truth in every age to be misrepresented
by those actually contemporary with them,
and for whose statements, on account of
contemporariness, great authority might be
claimed. The information he gives is this:
“ As a party of Christodelphians have settled
in the town where we live, I can inform
¢ Athelney’ that amongst some of their
heresies, are the following: They believe
that they only (the Christodelphians) are
saved, and that when they die, they will go
to live with our Lord in Jerusalem; those
who are unsaved, die as dogs. They helieve
their bodies are buried, their souls lost, but
in no torment—simply dead. Asan instance
of their topics for lectures, the Sunday after
the murderer Peace was hanged, the following
appeared on their notice-board: *Lecture
for Sunday evening, ¢ Charles Peace, where
is his soul?’ Another time: ‘Has man an
immortal soul?’ They also partake of the
breaking of bread, ‘after the manner of the
apostles.” ’ ALPHA.

The same question is in the same paper
thus answered with laconic accuracy, by
brother Hodgkinson: “The Christadelphians
belong ‘to the sect evervwhere spoken
against * (Acts xxviii. 22); they were first
called Christians at Antioch (Acts xi. 26);
they have no heresies; their leaders are
¢ Jesus of Nazareth’ and the apostles, by
whom the ‘sect’ was founded in the first
century.”
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NUMBERS IN THE BIBLE.

Mr. Samuel Sharpe, of London, makes the
following contribution on this subject, to
the Jewish Chronicle:

“ There are three passages in the Hebrew
Bible which seem to make it propable that
the numbers were originally written by
means of numeral letters, Two of these I
consider faulty passages which, if they are
to be corrected conjecturally, can be best
corrected on the supposition that they had
originally numeral letters rather than the
numbers written by words at length. In
1 Sam. xiii. 1, where the English author-
ised version is badly translated, the Hebrew
has ‘Saul was aged Xxx years when he
began to reign’ Now, in such a case we
naturally indulge ourselves in conjecturing
what letter or letters may have been dropt
by the careless scribe. In Hebrew it stands
thus, ‘Saul was [y xxx {7} when he
began to reign;’ and here the letter most
likely to have been dropt in carelessness is),
the last letter in the foregoing word. If so,
Saul was fifty years old; and this is not
an improbable age, for his reign was but
short, and his younger son who succeeded
him on his death was then forty years old.
A second passage is 2 Sam. xv, 7, where we
read, ‘after forty years Absalom said to
the king” Here the sense requires us to
reject this great length of time. If we
conjecture that the numeral 1y (forty), was
here written, before the words at length
were introduced, we shall see how easily
D MY (forty years) may get written in
mistake for the original PWFIYr (two
years), which is a more probable length- of
time. There is a third passage which needs
no correction, but admits a conjecture
which is so far reasonable as to support our
opinion that numeral letters were originally
used. Let us suppose that Gen. xiv. 14 was
originally written thus: ‘ And when Abram
heard that his brother was taken captive,
he armed his trained bands, men born in
Y Y MY, the house and hastened and
pursued.’” Now if the formative ¥ is dropped
in carelessness, the 9 becomes a sutlix to 143 3
and the three remaining letters get read as
the numerals 318, We then have the passage
as it at present stands in the Bible, ‘ men born
in his own house and pursued.’ The difficulty

attending the numbers in the Bible has led
many persons to conjecture that numerals
may have been used originally: and the
passages quoted above go far to support
the conjecture.’”

“ AWFUL ORTHODOXY.”

The monstrous logical results of popular
theology, styled by a contributor *awful
orthodoxy,” are well illustrated in the
following clipping from the /nguirer:—
“ A Sap OUTLOOK FOR THE MAJORITY.~
Mr. Talmage is not creating anything like
the sensation which he has done in New
York, and we are heartily glad of it. As a
specimen of his teaching it may interest
some to know that the Rev. J. T. Sunder-
land, of the United States, in a recent
lecture at Ann Arbor, declaring that he
had heard Mr. Talmage, in preaching, de-
scribe two persons presenting themselves
to the angel at the Golden Gate, of whom
the first, a mortal man, tells the examiner
that he had done all the goed he could; he
had fed the hungry, clothed the naked,
cared for the sick, &c. The answer came
back, ¢ Away with him into outer darkness,
where are weeping and wailing and gnash-
ing of teeth” The other knock is from a
man steeped to his neck in guilt; and he
says, ‘I can't plead any good I have done;
I plead the merits of the blood of Christ.”
Open at once flew the heavenly gate, and &
voice from the throne called out, ‘ Come in!
heaven is for such as you.”’ As another
example of this awful orthodoxy, Mr. Sun-
derland quotes a sermon from Mr. Baylis,
a leading Methodist Episcopal minister in
Indianopolis:—* He that believeth not shall be
damned. Honest in business, if he believeth
not heshall be damned. If he give money to
the Church and believeth not, he shall be
damned. He may live so as to deserve a
monument, if he believe not, shall be damned.
He may give his time and money for the
good of mankind, if he believe not he shall
be damned.” The celebrated Dr. Tiffany,
of Chicago, affirms in a sermon that “mur-
der is nothing to the sin of demying that
Christ is God.”” And Henry Varley, the
eminent Kevivalist, addressed a crowd of
Sunday school teachersin New York, saying,
“ghat the very worst thing is to teach your
children to be good. Teach them to accept
Christ. That is all in all."—7%e Inquirer,
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THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

“THE REGENERATION OF PALESTINE.”

MR. GLADSTONE AND THE ANGLO-

TURKISH CONVENTION.

TURKEY’S COXNTINUED DECLINE.

THE SJEWS AND THEIR AFFAIRS.

The crisis described in our last summary
of the * Signs of the Times” came to an end,
so far as the outside world is permitted to
know, by Turkey giving in to the demands
of England, and appointing Baker Pacha to
superintend the introduction of reforms into
Asia Minor. The London correspondent ot
the Liverpool Daily Post says that people in
the Metropolis in government secrets,
believe the appointment of Baker Pacha has
more to do with military than reform
measures in the Asiatic dominions of the
Sultan. Russia’s threatening attitude on
the Armenian frontier suggests the advisa-
bility of England getting into some degree
of readiness for the struggle which politicians
foresee must take place between the two
powers in that quarter of the world.

Be it as it may, reforms aré the pretext;
and reforms will doubtless to some extent
be carried on concurrently with whatever
military arrangements it may be considered
necessary to make. Among those reforms,
it is most cheering to seec some indications
of those having reference to the Jews and
their land. The Editor of the Jewish
Chronicle says he believes the Prime Minis-
ter of England has received with approval
a suggestion for the establishment of indus-
trial colonies of Jews in the Holy Land
under the auspices of the Anglo-Turkish
Convention. The article in which this
statement is made is so interesting that we
make no apology for quoting it entire. It
is entitled

THE REGENERATION OF PALESTINE.

The idea that in our own days we should
see Palestine re-organised, is sufficient to
arouse the warmest interest in the minds of
every Jew who has the least zeal for his race

or admiration for its brilliant history. The

practical ways and means of bringing this
about are engaging the attention of many
very good and earnest people, and it is not
by any means impossible that this inspira-
tion, which seems at first sight so visionary,
may actually be realised within no very long
time. This state of flux in the Turkish
Empire and the absolute necessity of some
improvement there, encourage the supposi-
tion, and we believe it is quite true, that
the Prime Minister of England has received
with approval the suggestion that, under
the shelter of the English Protectorate of
Asia Minor, arrangements should be made
for settling industrial colonies of Jews in
Palestine. Prosperous colonies of German
Christians are ulready resident in two or
three exceptionally flourishing parts of that
country, We have ourselves published a
letter from a .Jewish colonist who is farming
at some distance from Jerusalem; and the
Jaffa Agricultural School, under the presi-
dency of Mr. Charles Netter, is well-known
to our readers. More recently than the
formation of any of the establishments to
which we have referred, the subject was
prominently taken up by the candidate for
an English constituency, Mr. Cazalet,
Liberal candidate for Mid-Kent. This
gentleman has established manufactories
with great success in Russia, and perhaps
entertains the idea, which has occurred to
many, of removing some of the large Jewish
population which is known to be practised
in agricultural pursuits in Russia, to the
more {avoured country of the Levant. Mr.
Cazalet, in a pamphlet which is before us,
enlarges at considerable length wpon the
ways and means of accomplishing the
restoration of Syria. He does not regard
Palestine as distinet from Syria, but treats
the larger area en bloc, a treatment which
is justified by the fact that many Jews have
settled in Damascus and other parts of the
province.

“ No one can read the history of this part
of the world without being astonished at
the magnitude of the change which has
come over it. The traveller in the land of
Edom comes on the vast ruins of Petra, a
great stone city, with the remains of tem-
ples, baths, aqueducts, in solid rock or
marble, once busy with the resort of mer-
chants, artisans, soldiers, and people of all
kinds, now utterly deserted except by a few
wandering Arabs, who occasionally pitch
their tents in the silent market-place.
Baalbek and Palmyra are other famous
deserted cities of Syria. Wherever the
traveller goes he finds ruins of aqueducts,
fallen walls, broken columns, and great
cities untenanted. The desert has en-
croached upon places which were once cul-
tivated with all the careful labour of the
la petite culture. The country has become
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almost de-pecpled through the rapacity of
its governors or their irability to preserve
peace. It can never be forgotten by anyone
who reads history, that without a strong
government to repress violence, communi-
ties of men are aiways liable to relapse into
primitive savagery, and thus to lose the
characteristics which enable man to survive
at all. Witkout institutions, man is one of
the feeblest of living things, and a race
which loses its institutions dies away. In
Syria, political institutions became long ago
weak and corrupt; and the inevitable con-
sequence was the physical and moral decay
of the population. Mr. Cazalet gives a
melancholy picture of the state of those who
at present survive, and it is obvious that
the tendency is to complete extinction and
not to any recovery. Once, however, intro-
duce 2 beiter government, and the
individuals subject to it would dovelop
powers of improvement of which they at
present but rarely disclose the germ.

Syria, says Mr. Cazalet, has a population
of two millions.  Of this population, nearly
1,300,000 are Moslems. But these are not
Turks; they are Arabs, and they hate the
Turks with an undying hatred. The
Christians number about 450,000. Of other
sects, such as the Druses and Ansairyeh,
there may perhaps be 150,000; and there
are 35,000 Jews. The Turks are few in
number, strangers in race and language,
hated by every sect and class, wanting in
physical power, destitute of moral principle,
and yet they are the despots of the land.
The Arabs who thus form two-thirds of the
whole of the population, and are for the
most part lords of the soil, are with very
few exceptions, completely illiterate, regard-
less of truth, dishonest in their dealings,
and imwmoral in their conduct. In large
towns the greater proportion of the upper
class are both physically and mentally
feeble, owing to the effects of polygamy.
early marriages, and degrading vices. Out
of such elements there is no possibility of
creating a ruling class. The other sects ave
too few in number, and too bigoted and
superstitious to be of any assistance in the
government of the couutry. There was a
chance, says Mr. Cazalet, for the regenera-
tion of this country some years ago, when
the Viceroy of Egypt conquered it from his
suzerain the Sultan. It was England who
intorposed, and compelled Mehemet Ali to
retire to the banks of the Nile. Lord
Palmerston confessed to the French Am-
bassador that his purpose was to make
Syria a desert in order to interpose an in-
surmountable barrier between the Sultan
and his Egyptian vassal. So Mr, Cazalet
states on the authority of Guizot's Memoirs.
Whether or not this singular policy ever
guided the English Government, it is certain
that different motives now prevail. The
acquisition of Cyprus is a sign that the

condition of Asia Minor will no longer be a
matter of indifference to the great power
which has already exercised a politicai
influence for good greater than any of
which we have had experience in the
history of the world.

Discussing the means of restoring pros-
perity to Syria, Mr. Cazalet says that if the
regeneration of Syria is to be attempted it
must of neecessity come from without, and
can be brought about by an influx of an
industrious and more enlightened people.
The restoration of the Jews to their own
land seems to him the only practicable
means. This event need not prove in any
way a strain on the resources of England.
All that 1s required is that England should
create the conditions under which a large
number of Jews would gradually migrate of
their owa accord to Syria and Palastine.
The first condition of such a movement is
that law and ‘order should be introduced
under the English Protectorate. The greedy
Pasha and the unjust judge must be got rid
of. England must take the governwent of
the country into her own hands. A second
condition essential to the return of the Jews
is, that some great work such as the con-
struction of the Euphrates Valley Railway,
should be undertaken by the English govern-
ment. This would afford occupation for a
vast number of mechanics and labourers,
and serve as a guarantee that our protec-
torate would not be abandoned. Another
influence which would greatly assist the
eolonization of the country would be to
establish a college in the Holy Land, which
would serve as a centre of Jewish philosophy
and science. The total number of Jews
throughout the world is variously estimated
at from eight to ten millions. Of these the
greater number—probably six millions—
inhabit Russia, Roumania, and the old
Polish provinces which now belong to
Austria and Germany. The condition o the
Jews in Russia is deplorable in the extreme.
They are denied civil rights. They are
forbidden to hold landed property. They
are treated as aiiens, and are restricted
to limited areasin which they suffer from
the evils of over-population. These con-
ditions have induced many thousands of
Russian Jews to migrate to America within
the last thirty and forty years, and 1t may
be confidently predicted that Syria, under
the British protectorate, would offer still
greater attractions.  ‘Nobody,” concludes
Mr. Cazalet, ¢ who has any knowledge of the
Jewish character, can for a moment doubt
that if the Jews were restored to their
country under an English protectorate they
would prove true to our nation, and that
Syria would become as fininly anited to
England as if it were peopled Ly our own
countrymen.’

So speaks Mr. Cazalet as a purely English
politician, and it cannot be denied that the
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English have acquired by their protectorate
to the Asiatic dominions of the Porte a right
to deal with this question without consulting
any of the other powers. Their part would
perhaps be limited to establishing by their
authority a small board, which would then
administer Syria or Palestine as the case
might be. Two or three able men, supported
by the authority of a great European State
and with power to levy an armed con-
stabulary, would, if guided as they doubtless
would be by wise economical principles,
make in five years an enormous difference
in the condition of the province. Instead of
the scanty share of plunder extorted in all
sorts of cruel and unthrifty ways from
the provincials which now filters to Con-
stantinople, the Porte would receive a
regular tribute. Justice would be equitably
administered, the taxes imposed with dis-
crimination, and collected without illegal
extortion. The Euphrates railway does
not seem to us a necessary part of the
scheme; but is doubtless desirable for its
own sake. The first step of the new Board
would be to regulate the Halucha, the alms-
money which at present corrupts and de-
moralizes the Jewish population. A large
influx of immigrants might indeed have the
like effect without any positive regulation,
since it would make the amount which each
individual would receive too small to have
much influence on his conduct. But it
would be wiser to abolish the present
distribution altogether, and to apply the
moneys received to the endowment of a
Hebrew University at Jerusalem. The
International Palestine Commission is
already collecting money for a modern
school in Jerusalem. Mr. Samuel Montagu
showed in our last how much this is needed,
and the well-intentioned defence of the
present state of things which Mr. Guedalla
sends us this week cannot alter the facts as
related by all impartial travellers. Efforts
to improve elementary education in Jerusa-
lem, can do nothing but good. It must be
confessed, however, that praiseworthy as
this movement is, it is too small. To cope
with the needs of the situation a large
measure and governmental powers are
necessary, and their results might not only
be most beneficial to poor and oppressed
communities of Jews, but might powerfully
promote and accelerate the civilization of
the world.

THE ANGLO-TURKISH CONVENTION AND
MR. GLADSTONE.

This article, from the Jewish Chroniele,
foreshadows that one particular result of the
Anglo-Turkish Convention, the anticipation
of which imparted to that convention the
intevest felt in it by those who are looking
and longing for the return of God’s favour

to Israel. Once fairly begun, it will matter
little, as regards the working out of it, which
party gets into power in England. The
Liberals, alike with the Tories, will accept
the situation as they find it, and make the
best of it. Mr. Gladstone referred to it in
one of the numerous speeches he delivered
during his week’s tour in Scotland. He said
in St. Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow, December
5th, 1879, speaking of what he called “ this
interference in Asia Minor,” “all I can
say is that, right or wrong, I shall be
glad if any good results are produced,
whatever I may think of the means.”
Referring to the history of the Con-
vention, he said: “We were told one
fine day that we had become responsible for
the good government of the whole of Turkey
in Asia., Look at your maps, gentlemen,
and see what the vast conntry is—seeing, I
am afraid, with all of the consequences of
bad government there. We—whose own
affairs properly belonging to us are beyond
our powers to deal with, and so are con-
stantly running into arrear—by the action
of the Government, have in the dark been
involved with enormous powers; we have
to be responsible for the good government
of Turkey in Asia. You are sometimes told
it is Asia Minor. It is all Syria, all Pales~
tine, Assyria, Arabia—the whole of these
vast countries which are placed under our
responsibility; and if, gentlemen, any
functionary of the Turkish Empire miscon-
ducts himself in any mannet, it is now your
affair.” (Cheers).

How very satisfactory to the brethren
looking for the Lord must be this exhibition
of facts, after so long an anticipation of
England’s nstallation in this position.

The drying of the river Euphrates has
resulted in this preliminary preparation of
“the way.” On this point, Mr. Gladstone
also said:

“1 wish to avail myself of this occasion
for the purpose of clearly putting and clearly
answering one question of importance—
‘Who is it that ought to possess, who is it
that onght to sway, these rich and fertile
countries which are known as comprising
what are called the Balkan provinces?’
It seems to be agreed that the time has
come, that the hour is about to strike, if it
had not struck already, when the real sway
of Turkish power over these fair provinces
must cease (hear hear, and cheers)—if it
were only by reason of incompetence,
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(Applause.) Who, then, is to have the suc-
cession of Turkey? From the bottom of my
heart, and with the fullest conviction of my
understanding, I will give you the reply, a
reply which I am perfectly certain will
awaken a free and generous and unanimous
echo in your bosoms, That succession is not
to pass in Russia. It is not to pass in Aust-
ria. Itis not to pass in England under what-
ever name of Anglo-Turkish Convention—
(‘ hear, hear,’ hisses, and cheers)— or any-
thing else. It is to pass to the people of
those countries; to those who have inhabited
them for many long centuries ; to those who
had reared them to a state of civilization
when the great calamity of Ottoman con-
quest spread like a wild wave over that
portion of the earth, and buried that civiliza-
tion in its overwhelming force. These
people, gentlemen, are already beginning to
enjoy the commencement of liberty. Four
or five millions of Roumanians, who were
nominally subject to Turkey, are now
independent; two millions of Servians who
were once political slaves are now absolutely
free, three hundred thousand heroes such
as Christendom cannot match, the men of
Montenegro—(cheers)—who for 400 years
have held the sword in hand, and never
have submitted to the insolence of despotic
power, these men have not only their free-
dom but the acknowledgment of their
freedom, and take their place among the
States of Europe. Bulgaria has reached
virtual independence. The end of it all is,
gentlemen, thus far, that not less than eight
or ten millions of people have in one form
or another been brought by degrees out of
political servitude, and have been made
virtually free. Gentlemen, I appeal to you
to join me in the expression of the hope that
under the yoke of no power whatever will
those free provinces be brought. It is not
Russia alone whose movements ought to be
watched with vigilance. There are other
schemes abroad. There is too much reason
to expect that some portion of the statesmen
of Austria will endeavour to extend her rule
and fulfil the fatal prophecies thaf have
been uttered, and canse a great change in
the Balkan Peninsula to be only the sub-
stitution of one kind of supremacy for
another. Let us place the sympathies of
this audience on the side of order. (Cheers.)
Rely upon it, the people who inhahit these
provinces have no desire to trouble their
neighbours—no desire to vex you or me.
Their desire is peacefully to pass their
human existence in the discharge of their
duties to God and man, in the care of their
families, in the enjoyment of tranquillity
and freedom, in making happiness pre- il
in that portion of the face of the ea:

which was before the abode of misery ai .
shame. But I say, gentlemen, that this is
a fair picture, and one which should not be
spoiled by the hand of man. I demand of

the authorities of this country, I demand it
of our Government—and I believe you will
re-echo the demand—(cheers)—that to no
Russian scheme, that to no Austrian scheme,
that to no English scheme—(cheers)—that
to no scheme shall they lend a moment’s
countenance, but shall, with a kindly care,
cherish and foster the blessed institutions of
freedom that are beginning to prevail, nay,
that are already at work in those eman-
cipated provinces.”

hese remarks are interesting as showing
that in the event of Mr. Gladstone coming
into power at the next election (though it
cannot be said to be by any means certain
that the Tories will not come back), the
downfall of Turkish power would be
accepted, and the various provinces of the
effete power settled on the principle of
nationalities, and therefore Palestine for the
Jews. If Beaconsfield come back to office,
he will probably pursue his designs with
less disguise than ever. In either case,
God’s purpose will be accomplished, and by
the particular means employed, even if not
obviously so. It often happens that things
have to go back to get forward. Novices as
we are in God’s great ways, we are apt to
imagine this mode of progress to be retro-
gression.

TURKEY GOING DOWN—ISRAEL

COMING UP.

The London correspondent of the Liver-
pool Daily Post says: “The Porte’s latest
scheme for securing more money has
come to a standstill. The Galata bankers
insist that before the agreement is signed
the new financial arrangements shall be
communicated to the Powers. The incident
is a curious illustration of the confusion
and instability of Turkish affairs, and of
the rapidity with which Turkey is sinking
down into a dependent position. Her
interests have become European property,
and bankers refuse even to lend her a sum
of money until the agreement on which the
advance is made, has been approved by the
Powers.”

It is also stated that the purveyors of
yrovisions for the Sultan’s palace have re-
used to continue their supplies, on account
of not getting their accounts paid.

Turkey going down, lsrael coming up:
this is in accordance with the character of
the times, as divinely reveaied. There are
a variety of symptoms on the latter point as
well as on the former.—The Free Church of
Scotland, which has a special commission to
look after its mission work among the Jews,
has in its monthly publication an article on
the return of the Jews to Palestine. Itsays;

““The land of their promised inheritance
is rapidly becoming their own in fee. If we
compare the present with eighty-three years
ago, when the Sublime Porte permitted only
three hundred to live within the walls of
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the Holy City, the change is remarkable.
Forty years since, the Porte modified this
original order so that a large number could
abide there; but they were shut up in narrow
and filthy quarters, next to the dog and
leper quarters, the objects of contempt and
cruel oppressions. But even this quarter
restriction was removed ten years ago. And
now the ruling power is in the hand of Gt.
Britain, the sceptre itself is in the hand of
an Israelite, and Baron Rothschild holds a
mortgage on Palestine as security for 200,
000,000 francs loaned to the Sultan of
Turkey. It looks very much as if accom-
plished fact had put itself in the place of
prophecy. The Jews, after quarter restric-
tions were removed, bought all the land
which could be obtained within the gates,
and have built entire streets of houses within
the gates. With the improvements inevit-
able from liberty and possession of home,
have come kindred progressions in provisions
of charity for the destitute and afflicted.
The German Jews have sixteen of these.
Two journals have been started, and in the
Rothschild and other Jewish hospitals, 6,000

atients are under constant treatment. The

enetian Jews have given 60,000 francs to
found a school of agriculture; and in evi-
dence of a progress that shows divine care
and intervention, the number of Jews has
doubled in about ten years. In 1869 there
were not more than seven thousand Jews
shut up in their quarters; aund though a
vast improvement on the past, still they
appear to us wretched enough to make the
most careless sigh over the mighty fallen.
But in the five succeeding years they
increased to more than 13,000.”

The Jewish Chronicle having spoken of this
as “ a jumble of facts and fiction,” a corres-
pondent wrote to ask which were the facts
and which the fiction.. The Editor replied:
“The facts are those which refer to the
recent increase in the Jewish population of
Jerusalem; the fiction such statements as
that “ Baron Rothschild holds a mortgage
on Palestine as security for 2000,000,000
francs loaned to Turkey.” It will be seen
that this does not make mach difference to
the paragraph. It leaves its main features
intact as undoubted facts. These are spoken
to from a variety of sources. In the Abdei-
deen Free Press are the following remarks:—

“ Emigration to Palestine for purposes of
agricultural settlement must be regarded as
at any rate not less hopeful than the
agrarian improvement of Cyprus — the
notable ¢ place of arms.” And we find the
scheme advocated in all seriousness by Rev.
James Neil, B.A., formerly incumbent of an
English church in Jerusalem. Mr. Neil
submits various considerations in favour of
his proposal. Palestine was at one time so
fertile as to be styled ‘aland flowing with
milk and honey;’ and it still retains its
great natural capabilities. The heavier

lands in some parts yield literally a
hundredfold, and under irrigation four
crops a. year can be produced. The olive,
the vine, the fig, and other fruit trees yield
abundantly; while in the best situation the
orange, lemon, citron, and other valusble
fruits not so much associated with the
country can be productively grown. The
labour is exceedingly cheap; men for
ordinary agricultural work being paid with
5s. or 6s. a week, and women with half that
amount. The land yields without other
manure than such as is produced by the
animals kept, or by burning down stubbles.
And while horses, mules, oxen, and camels
can be bought cheap, they are also cheaply
maintained. The fine climate and settied
character of the seasons make it unneces-
sary to have farm buildings ot other than
the slightest discription; even stacking
of the crop is not necessary, as it may
safely be exposed in a heap for several
months to be thrashed at leisure. Such is
the picture given. - Palestine, we are further
reminded, is within twelve days’ steam
voyage of England. Mr. Neil believes that
an European immigration on a large scale
would be a valuable means of regenerating
the country. There are already small
German settlements at Jaffa, Mount Carmel,
and Jerusalem, which are successful as far
as they go, but they are limited as to capital,
and give attention to handicraft trades
rather than to agriculture. We donot know
that many mtending emigrants will be
tempted to think of Palestine; and yet it is
difficult to say why they should not. To be
sure, the ‘nnspeakable Turk’ is there; but
his dominance is by no means so great nor
so potential for oppression and mischief as
elsewhere.”

‘We read that a fortnight ago, there died at
Amersfoort (Holland) Heer M. Abrahamson,
who after leaving some handsome legacies
to several Jewish charities in Amsterdam
and the Hague, bequeathed the bulk of his
fortune, amounting to several hundred
thousand guilders, to the Palestine Commit-
tee in Amsterdam, for the benefit of the
charitable institutions in Jerusalem and
other cities in the Holy Land. Only a few
months ago the same gentleman sent the
sum of 80,000 guilders to Jerusalem for the
erection of a Jewish hospital in that city.

AN INTERNATIONAL SURVEY OF
PALESTINE.

The Jewish Chronicle says:—“ The special
edition of the ¢ Survey of Western Palestine,
has been fully subseribed for, without adver-
tisement or an appeal to the general public.
The map is ready, and is only kept back for
the memoirs which are to accompany it, and
of which there are twenty-six—twenty
by Lieut. Conder, and six by Lieut. Kitchen-
er., The American Association for the
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Exploration of Palestine have placed in the
hands of the committee of the fund their
map of Eastern Palestine with the accom-
panying memoirs, which have been compiled
by the Rev. Dr. Selah Merrill, of New York,
whose investigations of the Valley of the Jor-
dan formed the subject of our leading article
on August 8 last. So the English and Ameri-
can works united will comprise the largest
and completest map of Palestine in existence,
and will form a truly grand international
undertaking. The finances of the society
are in a highly prosperous condition. Not
only has it been extricated from debt, but
it has a balance at the bank of £522 17s. 11d.
In addition, the society has become possessed
during the fourteen years of its existence,
of every valuable property, consisting of a
large collection of antiquities, photographs,
the copyright in three books, a great quanti-
ty of plans and drawings, and—the most
valuable possession of all—the memorrs,
map, plans and drawings of the survey of
Palestine. In order to defend this property
from piracy, the society is about to be
registered as a limited liability company.
All this is very satisfactory. o e

A mere glance at the full and varied con-
tents of the four quarterly statements for
1879 will suffice to show how deserving of
support these objects are. The year’s work
has resulted in the compilation of original
articles on some. of the most important
subjects in connection with Palestine. Its
peasantry, colonization, present condition,
roads, water supply, irrigation, populous-
ness, and bridges are all treated of, and
they must possess a deep interest for those
who are anxious to advance the welfare of
our co-religionists residing in the Holy
Land. Again, ¢ Artificial Tels, ¢Gerizim,”
¢Zoar,” *Jacob's Well," ‘ Hagar's Fountain,
‘Plain of Shittim,” besides the articles in
the present number on which we have
dilated are all of primary importance to the
Jewish student, as tending to confirm his
belief in the Book and his attachment to
the Faith, which are both so closely bound
up with the topography, physical features,
antiquities, manners and customs of the
Holy Land.”

PALESTINE, PAST AND TO COME,

Finally, a contributor in the Jewish
Chronicle writing on “The Regeneration of
Palestine,” has the following passage in
his second article:

“In the days of Jerusalem’s greatness
there might have been seen by any one
looking across the gorge to Olivet, not only
the olive and the vine and fig, but the
myrtle, and the pine and the white blos-
soming almond. ~ Jerusalem is to-day a
Jewish poor-house or prison, and the
Mohammedan holds the "key. *Trodden
down by all in turn, Pagan and Frank and
Tartar, sounds the dread anathema; trodden

down, beneath the oppressor; darkness
shrouding thee. From every blessed in-
fluence of heaven, thus art thou lain for
ages, ironbound as with a chain; thus art
thou doomed to lie. Yet not for ever.
Palestine, now lying low in the dust, may
be restored to more than its pristine gran-
deur and glory. Itis a land of mountains
and plains and valleys. It has within
itself  almost every variety of sofl and
climate. The productiveness of the soil
is amazing, wanting only water and culture.
The olive and the fig and the vine grow
luxuriously upon the mountain sides, and
without artificial irrigation. When thus
adorned with verdure, the scenery will be
most picturesque, and whether seen in the
sunlight or by the pale light of the moon,
under a clear Oriental sky, it is not difficult
to realize 1n imagination what it once was
under a high state of culture, or what it
will be in the future, ‘ when the wilderness
and the solitary place shall be glad, and the
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.
The maritime plain is a natural wheat
field, the plain ot Esdraelon is not only fertile
and easily watered, it is a ‘line prepared
by the hand of nature for a railroad
across the Peninsula; the Jordan Valley
is tropical and will bear tropical
fruits, and with irrigation from ~ the
mountain springs and from the Jordan
river, it will yield large exports of untold
value, for which the markets of the world
are waiting. There is wanted only a bene-
ficent government, and patient industry,
and all these things. shall come to pass.
The amelioration of the climate is dependent
upon the education, and moral, spiritual and
physical elevation of the people who inhabit
it.  Man’s mission upon earth is ¢ to dress
it and to keep it,’ to subdue it, and to make
it subservient to his interest. Its reclama-
tion, after having been degraded, is bya
return to normal conditions, so that soil and
air and temperature and water may con-
jointly and harmoniously work for the
highest good; for wuntil now, the whole
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain,
waiting for the promised redemption. In
view of the broadest generalisation of facts,
it is not a mere figure of speech or an
Oriental symbol, that the earth and the
whole inferior creation is in corelation
with man, the anointed superior and head.
¢ Of earthly sights Rome ranks as the third;
Athens and Jerusalem are the other two;
the three people of God’s election—two for
things temporal, and one for things eternal.’
Thus says Arnold. Not Rome, but
Jerusalem is to_be the eternal city. True
religion restored to its birthplace, will bring
with it every other blessing: industry,
thrift, enterprise, good government, art,
commerce, order, and general prosperity,
not of the people only, but of the soil and
climate also; an amelioration of the condi-
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tions of man’s environment; grateful shades
for the summer, protection from the rude
blasts of winter, the rains in their seasons,
and abundant harvests. The dew shall
descend on the moor, Carmel shall rejoice,
and the Cedars of Lebanon shall clap their
hands. The old abundance 1s yet sleeping
in the soil of Palestine, and it needs no
miracle, but skilled industry and the bless-
ing of God, to bring back the beauty and
the wealth of the early ages of the Hebrew
Monarchy.”

THE CHANGE FOR THE JEWS AT ROME.

Speaking of city improvements in Rome,
consequent on the downfal of the Papal power
and the establishment of a Constitutional
government, the Jewish Chronicle says :—

“The enclosure which has witnessed the
oppression of the unfortunate Jews for
centuries, is to be swept from the face of the
earth, those dingy and dirty and dismal
houses wherein our coreligionists had lived
and married and died trom father to son for
untold generations, are to disappear from
the Italian capital. To add to the irony of
fate it is intended, it is said, to erect a Palace
of Justice on the site of the demolished
Ghetto! Justice, tempered with mercy, is to
flourish where injustice and oppression and
cruelty had ruled for centuries. The Ghetto,
as most of our readers are aware, is
situated in one of the most squalid and un-
healthy quarters of Rome. It is subject to
miasma, fever, and periodical inundations
from the Tiber. The Jews, under the rule
of the Vicars of Christ, were until recent
times forbidden to live beyond its precinets.
In those narrow and gloomy streets, our
coreligionists, to the number of four or five
thousand, earned with difficulty a scanty
livelihood. Cut off from the rest of the
population, huddled together in an in-
sufficient space, they mostly gained their
bread by huckstering and trading. They
were not allowed to exercise the liberal pro-
fessions, a Jew being unfit to prescribe for
a sick man, or to plead in the forum. A

few well-to-do merchants and bankers
certainly existed, but they dared not show
signs of opulence, and the mass of the
Jewish population was steeped in poverty.
At sunset the gates of the Ghetto were
closed, and the unfortunate Israelite found
beyond them was punished by law, in
addition to the risk of being attacked and ill-
treated by the populace. Thepaternal govern-
mentof the Popes must have loved its Jewish
children, for it did not spare the rod. The
Jews had, at stated periods, to run races for
the diversion ot the mob, and those who
lagged behind were urged on with whips
amidst the derisive shouts of the onlookers.
When the late Pope ascended the throne he
initiated his reign by some liberal reforms.
Among these he relieved the Jews from
several barbarous usages, and the gates of the
Ghetto were thrown open. The reforms of
Pius IX. did not last long, and Maszini’s
{)redictions as to the incompatibility of
iberalism with the Popedom were verified.
On the return of the Pope, supported by
French bayonets, the Jews gradually sank
to their former oppressed condition. It was
left to the government of Victor Emanuel
to raise the Jews from their unhappy state.
United Italy knows no distinctions among
its citizens. At the entrance of the Ghetto
there is still to be seen a church, wherein
a certain number of Israelites were
constrained annually to hear a sermon on
the beauties and superiority of Christianity.
Sir Isaac L. Goldsmid interceded on one
occasion on behalf of his coreligionists, and
we believe he procured a remission of the
distasteful obligation. That Church and the
Ghetto, let us hope, will soon disappear and
with them the memory of past times and
bitter oppression. Rome has witnessed the
election of a Jewish mayor, and Signor
Samuel Alatri has governed as chief Magis-
trate the city wherein his presence was only
tolerated in one of its quarters. A still more
remarkable spectacle will be the erection of
a Palace of Justice on the site which had
once been occupied by the Ghetto of Rome.”

EXTRAOTS FROM OORRESPONDENCE.

#. % If letters are not marked * private,” the Editor considers himself at liberty to quote from them.

Bro. J. J. AxpreEw, London :— A review of
the decade which has passedsince . . .
suggests reflection in vegard to disappointed
hopes, unforeseen trials, and unexpected
successes, increased experience of human
nature and the evils of which this world is
full, combined with a more perfect know-
ledge of Him from whom cometh down
every good and perfect gift. It is impossi-
ble for a mind enlightened in the truth, and
actively exercised by it, to continue in ex-
istence without growing in wisdom. That

growth should be in proportion to individual
ability and opportunity If it be so, well
for us; if not, then may we fear, rather than
hope, for the return of our judicial Master.
The political situation is again becoming
interesting. The recent reports of England’s
peremptory demands on Turkey are proba-
bly anticipatory in Asia Minor. If, as
seems probable, there is not to be a general
election for another twelvemonths, the
Beaconsfield ministry will endeavour, by a
popular stroke of policy, to regain the
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national approval which they have recently
lost, in order to retain the reins of govern-
ment. If their re-election be necessary for
God’s purpose, we may rest assured that
one or more striking events will occur
before the party-struggle for power arrives,
which will have the effect of drowning the
present torrent of adverse criticism, and
substituting an applauding voz populi.
We may, therefore, be on the eve of further
startling events. On the other hand, if a
Liberal Government be required to take
part in, or permit, the next moves on the
political chess-board, it is of importance to
note several recent utterances of Liberal
spokesmen, implying that they would feel
in honour bound to carry out the treaties,
of which they disapprove, made by the
present office-holders.  Either class of
politicians can be used by God, and we
know that He will choose the one adapted
for the immediate purpose.”

Brother A. J. Rar, London:—“I greatly
desired to communicate with you on the
arrival of the August number of the
Christadelphian, but being exercised in
another direction, on account of the hard-
ness of the times, I was unable to doso. I
pray you to accept the small offering I have
to torward you; would I could make it
more. My mind has dwelt pretty largely
on the affairs relating to ‘ Seasons of Com-
fort” From the stand-point from which it
appears to my view, absolutely, you are
not in a position in which you require
sympathy. From my view, your attitude,
in relation to the matter joined to Seasons
of Comfort, leaves sympathy out of the
question altogether; and must, upon due
consideration, increase the esteem and love
of all noble-minded sons of God. In view
of the fact that you have nobly carried the
burden for some years, labouring to dissolve
it, and yet rejoicing in your struggle—so
much so, that even the ¢ alien’ bore testi-
mony to your gallantry, also the surprise
elicited at the statement in the Chrisia-
delphian, 1 thank my God, and feel en-
couraged! Our relationship towards each
other, as brethren of Christ, is as high
above a legal one as the heavens are above
the earth. Had you been a lender of money
upon usury, the act then might have been
unpardonable. We need not be surprised
to learn of your being under a burden, ‘as

if some strange thing had happened unio
you; for has it not been the same of old,
from the beginning of time. We need go
no further back than Paul and Christ’s
day, unto the former by a brother was
‘done much- evil] and the latter was
betrayed by Judas. Moreover, we see, in
their cases, that burdens and inflictions
were the forerunner of the divine comfort,
enabling them to rejoice in tribulation, that
they may be in a position to *comfort
others as they, themselves, have been com-
forted of God.” And those who, like Paul,
are ‘set for the defence of the faith, may
expect to share his sufferings, which were
Christ’s. Witness, 2 Cor. iv. 11, ‘We who
live are always delivered unto death for
Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might
be made manifest in our mortal flesh;’ verse
12, ¢So then death worketh in us, but life
in you” The affliction of Paul being a
basis for the rejoicing of the Corinthians,
so, likewise, my beloved brother, your
burdens in the truth have been a source of
rejoicing in the truth in these latter days.
That you had many keen trials and afflic-
tions for Christ’s sake I was fully convinced,
and that alone, from the articles on ‘The
Ways of Providence,” to which you alluded
as evidence of the Dispenser of Providence
being a wise adjuster of ‘ballast.’ Buot I
had concluded, from the mellow flavour of the
wine, that the treading of the grapes had
a long time ceased. I can conceive of one
who has had no trials, successfully eluci-
dating doctrine; but for him to unravel
and elucidate a theme, such as the ‘Ways
ot Providence,’ is one of the ‘moral im-
possibilities.” So Seasons of Comfort, and
the matter of burden, are as inseparably
bound up together as cause and effect, and,
therefore, no misnomer. Every thoughtful
brother, and especially those who have trod
the thorny path under Divine sustenance,
clearly sees in every position, and more
especially in some of the ‘Ways of Pro-
vidence,’ the man of faith, wrestling
valiantly. Yea! even now, I can see him
in God's full armour clad, the rugged
height of faith ascending; in his right hand
the sword of spirit grasped, each footstep
tardily testing, lest treacherous step plunge
him headlong into the engulfing abyss.
Higher! higher still, he climbs, each nerve
straining, till on mountain top he stands;
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his head uplift by faith and hope, with
gleam of heavenly light illumed, responded
to by holy thrill, joy unspeakable, of
faith of full assurance.”

CuarLEs Emprrrow, of Kirkealdy:
“ Will you please kindly continue my copy
of Christadelphian, 1880 (if so be). For
my own part, I should consider it a great
loss to miss it. I hope some of your re-
marks in reference to it, in last month,
apply to none of subscribers. Also please
forward, when published, copy of Seasons of
Comfort. A similar work 1s not in existence
(so far as I know). I, in my private
opinion, think you have been guided to
publish a work of that description, which
will, no doubt, be of great value to many,
being a collection, so to speak, of ‘sermons,
with something in them.” ”

A CorresPONDENT forwards the following
acceptable clips. The first is good, so is the
second, but requiring the qualification, here
and there, which the intelligence of the
scripturally-enlightened reader will enable
him to supply :—

THE RETURN OF ISRARL.

I will surely gather the remnant of Israel.—

(Mieah ii, 12.)

And the Temple again shall be built,
And filled as it was of yore;

And the burden be lifted from the heart of

the world,

And the nations all adore;

Prayers to the throne of heaven,
Morning and eve gball rise,

And unto and not of the Lamb
Shall be the sacrifice.—FEsTUS,

In many strange and Gentile lands—
(Micah v. 8.)
Where sacob’s scattered sons are driven,—
(Jer. xxiii. 8.)
With longing eyes and lifted hands,—
(Lam. i. 7.)
They wait Messiah’s sign from heaven.—
(Matt. xxiv. 8.)

The cup of fury they have gnaffed,—
(Isg. 1. 17.)
Till fainted like a weary flock ;—
(Isa. 1i. 20.)
But heav’a will soon withdraw the draught,—
(Isa. li. 22.)
And give them waters from the rock.—
(Exod. xvii. 6.)

‘What though their bodies, as the ground,—
(Isa. li. 23.)
Th' Assyriar long bas trodden o’er -~
(Isa. lii. 4.)

Zion, a captive daughter bound,~
(Isa, 1ii. 2.)
Shall rise to know her wrong no more.—
(Isa.liv. 8, 4.)

The veil is passing from ber eyes,—
(2 Cor. iii. 16.)
The Kirg of Nations she shall see;—
{Zech. xiv. 9.)
Judea! from the dust arise }—
(Isa. lii. 2.)
Thy rausomed sons return {o thee l—
(Jer. xxxi. 17.}

How gorgeous shall {hy land appear,—
(Isa. liv. 12.)
When, like the jewels of a bride,—
(Isa. xlix, 18))
Thy broken bands, all gathered there,—
(Zeck. xi. 14.)
Shall clothe thy hillg on every side I—
(Isa. xlix, 18.)

When on thy mount, as prophets taught,—
{Isa. xxiv. 23.)
Shsll shine the throne of David’s Son;—
(Ezek, xxxvii. 32.)
The Gospel’s latest trimmphs brought—
(Micah iv. 2.)
Where first its glorious course begun.—
(Luke xxiv. 47.)

Gentiles and kings, who thee oppressed,—
(Isa. 1x,14)
Shall to thy gates, with praise repair ;—
(Isa. 1z, 11.)
A foid of flocks shall Sharon rest,—
(Isa. lxv, 10.)
And clustered fruits its vineyard bear.—
(Joel ii, 22,)

Then shall an Eden morn jllume—
(Isa. ii. 8.)
Earth’s fruitful vales, without a thorn:—
(Isa. 1v. 18.)
The wilderness rejoice and bloom,~
tIsa. xxxV. 1.}
And nations in a day be born.—
(Zech. ii. 11.)

The Lord His holy arm makes bare ;—
(Isa, lii. 10.)
Zion ! thy cheerful songs employ !—
(Zeph. iii. 14.)
Thy robes of bridal beauty wear,—
(Xsa. lii. 1.)
And shout, ye ransomed race, for joy I—
(Isa, lii. 9.)

WALKING WITH THE WORLD.

The Church and the World walkea far apart,
On the changing shore of time ;

The World was singing a giddy song,
And the Church o hymn sublime.
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‘Come, give me your hand,’ cried the merry
Worla,
¢ And walk with me this way;’
Bat the good Church hid her snowy hands
And solemnly answered, ‘ Nay,
I will not give you my hands at all,
And I will not walk with you;
Your way is the way to endless death,
Your words are all untrue.

¢Nay, walk with me but a little space,’
Said the World, with a kindly air;

¢The road I walk is & pleasant road,
And the sun shines always there.

Your path is thorny and rough and ruds,
And mine is brosd and plain;

The sky above me is always blue,
No want, 10 toil, I know;

The sky above you is always dark,
Your lot is a lot of woe.

My path, you see, is & broad, fair one,
And my gate is high and wide;

There’s room enough for you and me
To travel side by side.

Half shyly the Charch appreached the World,
And gave him her hand of szow;

The old World grasped it and walked slong,
Saying in accents low—

¢ Your dress is too simple to plesge my taste,
I will give you pearls to wear,

Rich velvets and silks for your gracetul form,
And diamonds to deck your hair.’

The Church looked down at her plain white

robes,

And then at the dazzling World,

And blushed ag she saw his handsome lip
With a smile contemptuous curled.

¢ I will change my dress for a costlier one,’
Said the Church, with a smile of grace;

Then her pure white garment drifted away,
And the World gave in their place

Beautiful sating ard shining silks,
And roses and gems and pearls ;

And over her forehead her bright hair fell,
Crisped in a thousand curls,

¢Your house is tco plain,’ said the proud old
World ;
¢T’ll build you one like mine
Carpets of Brusselg and curtains of lace,
And furniture ever so fine.
S0 he builds her a costly and beautiful house,
Spiendid it was to behold;
Her sons and her beautiful daughters dwelt
there,
Gleaming in purple and gold.
And fairs and shows in her halls were held,
And the World and his children were there;
And laughter and music ard feasts were heard
In the place that was meant for prayer.
She had cushioned pews for the rich and great,
To sit in their pomp and pride;
‘While the poor folks, clad in their shabby suits,
Sat meekly down outside.

The Angel of Mercy flow over the Church,
And whispered, ‘I know thy sin;’
Then the Church looked back with & sigh, and
longed
To gather her children in.

But some were off to the midnight ball,
And some were off to the play;
And some were drinking at gay saloons,
So quickly she went her way,
Then the sly World gallantly said to her,
¢ Your children mean no harm,
Merely indulging in innocent sports,’
So she leant on his proffered arm ;
And smiled and chatied and gathered flowers
As she walked along with the World.

¢ Your preachers are sll too old and plain,’
Said the gay World with a sneer;
¢I will send you some of another stamp,
Briliiant and gay and fast,
‘Who will tell them that people may live as they
list
And go to heaven at last,
The Father is merciful, great and good,
Tender and true and kind;
Do you think that He would take one child to
heaven,
And leave the rest behind ?*
So he filled her house with gay divines,
Gifted and great and learned,
And the plain old men who preached the Cross,
Wero out of pulpits turned.

¢ You give too much to the poor,’said the World,
¢ Far more than you ought to do;

If the poor need shelter and feod and clothes,
‘Why need it trouble you ?

Go take your money and buy rich robes,
And horses and carriages fine,

And pearls and jewels and dainty food,
And the rarest and costliest wine.

My children, they dote on all such things,
And if you their love would win,

You must do as they do, and walk in the ways
That they are walking in.’

Then the Church held tightly the strings of her
purse,
And gracefully lowered her head,
And simpered, ‘T’ve given too much away;
T'H do, sir, a8 you have said.’
So the poor were turned from her door in scorn,
And she heard not the orphang’ cry,
And she drew her beantiful robes aside
As the widows went weeping by.
And the sons of the World and the sons of the
Church
Walked closely hand and heart;
And only the Master, who knoweth all,
Could tell the two apart.

Then the Chureh sat down at her ease and said
‘I am rich, and in goods increased;

I have need of nething, and naught to do
But to luugh and dance ard feast.



43 EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENOE.

lno Christadelphisn,
Jan. 1, 1880,

And the sly World heard her and laughed in bis
sleeve,

And mockingly said aside,
*The Church is fallen, the beautitul Charch,

And her shame is ber boast and pride.’
The Angel drew near to the Mercy Seat,

And whispered in sighs her name,
And the saints their anthems of raptare hushed,

And covered their heads with shame.
And a voice came down through the hushk of

heaven,

From Him who sat en the throne:—
*I know thy works, and how thon hast said,

I am rich; and hast not known
That thou art naked and poor and blind,

And wretched before My face,
Therefore from My presence I cast thee out,

And blot thy name from its place.

sBrother D. P. Ross, Toronto, Canada:—
“The Christadelphian has arrived. I have
only had time to glance at its contents, and
can sympathise with and will assist in
carrying out the idea. Iam always on the
look out for its welcome arrival for a long
time before it gets here. Those articles on the
¢ Ways of Providence,’ are exeedingly inter-
esting, and are put in a way that makes the
subject very plain, and causes wonder (like
2 good many other things in relation to the
truth) why we did not see those things
before our attention had been called to them.
¢ The Extracts from Correspondence,” I also
think a good idea. I know I read them
with great pleasure, and it seems to make
us acquainted with one another, although
separated by long distances, and they enlist
a sympathy for one another in our diverse
situations.  Although I have never ex-
pressed, in my letters to you, the pleasure
with which I receive the monthly visits of
the Christadelphian,you must not think that
I do not feel any. I know your time must
be fully occupied in a better way than
reading the letters of those who write for
the mere purpose of writing. My number
is always eagerly looked for, and after I am
done, some others, who cannot subscribe,
have the liberty of reading it. If it were a
publication, got up for sale or profit, the
publisher might object to this. But as I
feel assured that your only object is to
benefit your fellow mortals by making
known to them the means of obtaining to
eternal life, I know you will not.”

Brother AsHcrorT, of Birkenhead, re-
ferring to the extracts from Dean Stanley’s
article on “Baptism,” says, “The effect

upon one’s own mind of these clerical writ-
ings is to confirm the conviction expressed
in the two last lines of the following
epigram, which Dean Stanley quotes:—

¢ Bishop and vicar

Why do you bicker
Each with the other,
When both are right,
Or each is quite

Ads wrong as the other?”

Brother Rovce, of Peterbro’.—* We have
no additions to communicate for the last
number of the Christadelphian for 1879,
but would like to say a few words of warn-
ing and comfort to the servants of our
Master. Remember the words of Jesus,
¢ What 1 say unto you (the disciples) I say
unto all, watch.” How necessary for us to
have thisin our remembrance now, for already
the horizon is illumined with the streaks
of the coming dawn, forewarning those who
are at their post of duty, watching that the
long-looked-for Sun of Righteousness, the
glorious orb of perfect day is about to arise
with healing in his beams, and reward his
faithful ones. Those who are not on the
alert and ready will find this light from
heaven only recal their confusion and dis-
may. It will then be too late to rectify our
error and bustle about our duties. The
word proclaims, in tones of thunder, to the
drowsy ones who, with listless step and
half-heartedness, go about the Lord’s work
(holding the world and money in one hand,
and the recompense of the reward promised
by God in the other, as though testing the
weight of each). Now is the accepted time.
Now is the day of salvation. Delays are
dangerous at any time, lukewarmmess is
nauseous and unprofitable in the affairs of
life, but these complaints in the things of
God and at the eleventh hour of the day of
salvation are perilous in the extreme, seeing
if even the most be made of the time re-
maining for work, there is none to lose. If
any are sleeping, it is time to awake and
see to the oil and lamps; unless this is done,
the cry of anguish at the unpleasant opening
of their eyes will be ‘toolate” The new
year is approaching steadily and surely,
and so is the day of the Lord. Jesus is
coming to claim his bride and inheritance.
God grant that we may behold his face in
righteousness and see him as he is. The
light, thank God, is still kept burning in
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this city, though, in some cases, the vessels
that exhibit it are not of the best quality;

but those who dislike darkness do not
mind this.”

INTELLIGENCE.

ABERDEEN.—A course of lectures (in the
west front room, Mugic Hall Buildings) has
been in progress for some time. Brother
Marr is the lecturer: the course advertised
comprises thirteen lectures in all. They
have been verbally reported as interesting
and well attended.

BIRKENHEAD.—Brother Collens reports
the immersion of the following on the 29th
of November last, viz.—MarY M, RoBINSON
(22), formerly Church of England; MAR-
GARET EATON (23), wife of brother Eaton,
also Church of England, and MARY JANE
PickTHALL (23), wife of brother Pickthall,
neutral. He adds, “ We have decided to
engage a hall in Liverpool, if we can meet
with a suitable one, for the purpose of
lecturing and possibly for holding our meet-
ings for the breaking of bread, instead of at
Birkenhead, considering that it is our duty
to hold forth the pure word of life in this
large town, especially as the lectures in
Birkenhead have been thinly attended of late.”

BirMiNeHAM. — The cases of obedience
to the truth during the month, have been
as follow :—Miss Lucy CuTLER (22), phot-
ographer’s assistant, formerly neutral ; MRrs,
MaR1A SMITH (36), formerly neutral; HENRY
SMITH (36), gun action fitter, formerly
reutral ; ALFRED WINBURY (18), formerly
Unitarian; CHARLEs ALFRED BOWER
(21), telegraphist, formerly neutral; Miss
HANNA J. WYATT (18), formerly Church of
England; JoHN ANDREWS (42), brass
manufacturer, formerly Church of Christ—
80 called ; EDMUND PARKIN (37), moulder,
formerly neutral.

The Mr. Andrews mentioned in this list,
has been a leading man among what are
known as the “ Campbellites.” Hehas been
more or less acquainted with the truth for
some years, but only latterly has he become
uneasy as to his position, Increasing con-
viction has resulted in re-immersion. He
states that many in the congregation in
Great Francis street chapel, where he has
sustained a leading part, are prepared to
follow his example. With a view to assist
in this result, the Editor, at his request,
delivered a lecture in Duddeston Ward Hall,
near the chapel, on Monday evening, Decem-
ber 16th. The lecture was well attended,
and many questions were put at the close.

The proposed meeting to hear and question
Mr. St. Clair has been abandoned, in con-
sequence of Mr. St. Clair’s non-acceptance
of the subject proposed to him, viz, to
explain the life, character and writings of

Paul, in harmony with the idea that Christ
had not risen.

Brother and sister Arrowsmith have
returned to fellowship. James R. Mawson
is no longer associated with the brethren,
having resigned his place among them in
consequence of his abandonment of the faith,

The lectures during the month have been
ag follow :—Nov. 30th, The false prophets
of Israel’'s and Gentile times,—(Brother
Roberts). Deec. 7th, The land question.—
(Bro. Shuttleworth).  14th, The true
Nonconformity. — (Brother Shuttleworth).
21st, The true Church establishment of the
age to come.—(Brother Roberts).

BrisToL, — Brother Baker reports four
additions this month: the largest number
ever reporled from Bristol at ome time.
Nov. 16th, RoBerT ErLIOTT (19), son of
brother Elliott, who meets with the Cum-
nock ecclesia, mneutral; 23rd, JosEpH
BRYANT (37), nominally Independent ; 30th,
EManuer J. CLOTHIER (25), formerly an
active worker among the Independents,
whose minister has made some efforts to
again entangle him in the meshes of super-
stition ; 30th, ALFRED REED (23), formerly
Baptist. Brother J. Bellamy has taken a
situation in London, and removed thither,
where he will be shortly joined by sister
éwife) Bellamy. Brother Bellamy was the

rst fruits of the truth in Bristol, he will
be greatly missed by the brethren, being a
most diligent worker, and very punctual
at all the meetings. Sister Lowe has left
for Cardiff. ¢ We have withdrawn from
brother Mondey through his disorderly
walking, We are making efforts to make
known the truth in the suburbs of the city.
‘We have secured a hall for four Wednesday
evenings in January, a similar effort to be
made in February. The subjects of lectures
for last month have been as follow : The devil :
is he a fallen angel? The millennium: is
it to be brought about by missionary enter-
prise? Who are the intldels of the present
age? Will the earth be burnt up? Ever-
lasting punishment. How long halt ye
between two opinions P’

CuMNOCK.—Brother Haining reports that
other two have been constrained by the
comprehension and belief of the truth to cast
their lot with the few in this locality who
are holding on to it as the anchor of their
souls. They put on the only one name
whereby we can be saved by being immersed
on 29th ult. Their names are as follow :—
Mareew RoBB (26), railway surfaceman,
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and Txomas SuHAw (33), miner. Our
earnest desire is that they may continue to
realize even with more distinction as time
proceeds the obligutions and responsibilities
of their altered positions, which never fail
in assisting us to resist the wiles and
seductive influence of the present evil
world.”’

CHELTENHAM. — Brother Otter writes:
“Since my last report, we have had the
pleasure of adding one more to the number
of those who are waiting for the appearing
of the Lord: Mrs. E, Bravrey (21),
Church of England, having seen her way
out of the surrounding darkness into the
glorious liberty of the gospel through the
door of baptism, on ¥riday, December 5th,
One algo of our nmmber has ‘finished her
course’— having ‘fallen on sleep’ after
a long and painful illness, Sister Merrett,
mother of our brother Merrett, died at
Newnbam, Gloucestershire, on - December
4th, in the sure and certain hope of a
resurrection from among dead ones. May
she attain a ¢ part in the first resurrection.” ”’

DerBY.—Brother Colebourn reports that
JoHN PEGG put on the sin-covering name
by immersion on the 22nd November, and
now waits and watches in our company for
the appearing of the promised Messinh. A
most interesting and well-attended lectare
was delivered, in our little upper room, on
the 14th instant, by brother Suliey, of
Nottingham, his subject being ¢ The aspect
of affairs in the East, from a Bible point of
view; things foretold, of which many are
ignorant, and some things people expect to
occur, which will never come to pass.” 'T'he
argument was exceedingly well illustrated
by means of a large coloured map, showing
the political divisions of the countries com-
prising and those immediately surrounding
the empire of Turkey previous to the year
A.D. 1820. The process of drying up the
river Euphrates was shown, as the lecturer
advanced in his discourse, by the aid of a
number of small flaps, hinged to the map,
which, on being turned over, served to cover
up the original boundaries, and exhibited in
their places the re-arrangenients that bave
been effected during the past 60 years. The
device is a most ingenious one, and proved
of great assistance to the lecturer in the
elucidation of his subject. We have reason to
hope that the effort will not have been made
in vain.”

DunLEY.—DBrother Reeve reports that the
ecclesia has rveceived another addition in
sister Simms, wife of brother Simms, who
has removed from Derby. ¢ We continue
holding our meetings for the proclamation
of the truth and the sowing of the seed word,
hoping that God will give the increase. The
lectures since our last report have been as
follow :—Oct.  19th, Baptism.—(Brother
Reeve, of Dudley). Oct. 26th, The unature
and destiny of man.—(Brother Dawes, of

Netherton). Nov. 2ed, The one faith, the
one hope, and the one baptism.— (Brother
Simms, of Dudley). Nov. 9th, Religion.~—
(Brother A. E. Davis, of Birmingham).
Nov. 16th, Immortality.—(Brother Roberts,
of Birmingham).

FroME.—Brother Hawkins writes t—
“'T'he brethren and sisters have been much
cheered and edified by a visit from brother
Shuttleworth, of Birmingham, who delivered
an excellent lecture, in their meeting room,
on November 23rd, to an attentive audience,
which was larger than usual, We, there-
fore, thank God and take courage, hoping
we may yet see some fruit of our labours.
There was also a goodly number of brethren
and sisters present on the occasion from
Bradford-on-Avon, Banwell, and Radstock,
with whom we spent a pleasant day.”

GALASHIELS.~—Brother Scott reports the
addition of three to the little flock here.
Grorge Tope (21), immersed into the
saving name, on the 16th November, largely
connected with Choral Union Associativns,
which he has left, and now devotes his
musical talents to the benefit of the truth,
which is very cheering to us. He was
brought in contact with the truth through
brother Marr (now in Tranent) some time
ago; also JANE, twin-sister to Janet (re-
ported in the October number), and HELEN
(18), daughters of our brother and sister
McKelvie. They were immersed into the
sin-covering name on the 23rd November,
after making a good confession of the faith.
We have been greatly cheered in the addi-
tions we have had within the last four
months. Our number is raised from seven
to twelve. We bave had a course of six
lectures, which was the means of bringing
brother Tode in contact with us, We have
all found the benefit of them. We had
three of the brethren out from Edinburgh,
brothers C. Smith, W. Grant, and Sinclair,
who gave one lecture each, and a very im-
pressive exhortation,  Brother Alexunder
took the other three.

GrLascow. — Brother  Nishet writes:
¢ Since brother Leask wrote last month, we
have had several additions to our number
here. On Sunday, Nov. 30th, MR. JusErn
Young, miner, Kileyth, who came t0 a
knowledge of the truth through brother Jas.
Jarvie, junr. (who has been sojourning in
in his native village of Kilsyth, since his
partial recovery from the effects of a broken
leg), was introduced into Christ by baptism ;
on the Sunday following, Dec. 7th, M=s.
Biceap, wife of brother Biggad, put on
the sin-covering name; and since then,
brother Charles Hogg and wife, and their
daughter Ann, who were in fellowship with
the Tranent brethren, some four years ago,
have applied for fellowship here, and will
hereafter break bread with us. Lectures
have been as follow :—Nov. 16th, Believing
and dving.-— (Brother T. Nisbet). 23rd,
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Man not deathless.—(Brother Jas. Nisbet).
30th, Does the kingdom of God exist any-
where? — (Brother Robertson). Dec. T7th,
Have the Messianic prophecies received an
entire fulfilment P—(Brother D. Campbell).
14th, Salvation impossible without a resur-
rection.—(Brother Jas. Nisbet). 21, Why,
and for whom did Christ die P—(Brother T.
Nisbet).

GRANTHAM.—Brother Jno. T. Hawkins
writes :—“ We have, as you are aware, not
been able lately to report any immersions.
We are, nevertheless, earnestly holding up
the truth, with the kind assistance of our
worthy brothers Royce, of Peterbro’, and
S. Richards and H. Sulley, of Nottingham.
I am pleased to say we have lately had very
fair audiences, who, to all appearances,
thoroughly appreciate the lectures given;
and if it is the Master's pleasure, we may,
ere long (if things continue) be able to report
some fruit for our labours, It is very cheer-
ing, in these dark times, to see the increasing
numbers that are brought within the cove-
nants, and we may in a measure, I think,
take this as a sign that the end is near.
Many who have been looking into it for a
long time and been unable to fully realise
their position, but when they see the nations
taking important steps, quickly in succes-
sion, in fulfilment of the great prophecies
and the universal preparation for war, it no
doubt warns them that the end is assuredly
drawing on us. May we all be ready for it
witl} our lamps trimmed and abundance of
oil.’

GREAT BRIDGE.—Brother Hollier reports
that the lectures for the month have been
as follow : — Nov. 2nd, Holy Spirit. —
(Brother Woolliscroft).  9th, The blood of
Christ.—(Brother Bishop). 16th, Religion.
—(Brother Millard). 23rd, Equal to the
angels. — (Brother Attwood).  30th, The
Spirit in its various aspects.— (Brother
Parsons). Dec. 7th, The Millennium.—(Bro.
Taylor). Brother Samuel Davies, of Brier-
ley, and sister- Lizzie Webb, of West
Bromwich, were united in wedlock, on the
1st inst.; they will in future meet with
the Brierley Hill ecclesia.

KIDDERMINSTER.—Brother Bland writes :
¢ We have to report this month, the addition
of three other members to our ecclesia.
On Nov. 22nd, the immersion took place of
HeNrRY Davis (22), designer, lately an
attendant at the Wesleyan Chapel, aad
secretary of the Young Men’s Mutnal
Improvement Society held in connection
with that place; but formerly a member of
the Kstablished Church; the other two
brothers were immersed on Nov, 29th, FRED-
ERICK SMITH (17), designer; and ALFRED
WiMBury (18), designer, both previously
connected with the Church of England.
The lectures for the month have been fairly
attended. We had an cxcellent attendance
at brother Meakin’s lecture,—~the largest

- that

that we have yet had, and the audience
was well rewarded with an eloquent and
powerful lecture, It is, however, uphill
work, but this must be expected—he that
looketh back not being ¢fit for the kingdom
of God.” The extreme cold has, doubtless,
prevented many from attending our meetings,
the hall we meet in being draughty and
exceedingly cold, and contrasting unfavour-
ably with the soft-cushioned and well-heated
churches and chapels of apostate Christen-
dom. This state of things we have
endeavoured to remedy ; a stove—after much
waiting—has been procured, but gives little
heat, and another is ordered and expected
this week, which, from its cost, ought to
gzive us a good amount of warmth., We
have agreed to advertise the meetings also,
every week in a local paper, and this, with
a paragraph summarising the weekly lecture,
constantly keens the subject before the
attention of the public, and should do us
good. Tt is ours to use every available
means to spread the truth, to commend that
work in prayer to God, and leave the result in
His hacds. The leciures for the month
have been as follow :-—Nov. 16th, Everlasting
torment not taught in the word of God.—
(Brother Betts, of Bewdley). 23rd, The
Jews: will they return to their own land?
If 80, when ?—(Brother J. Steward). 30th,
Prophetic times and signs in relation to the
imminent personal re-appearance of Christ
upon earth—the overthrow of the throne of
kingdoms—-and the re-establishment of the
kingdom of God, foretold in the ¢ sure word
of prophecy.” 7th, The orthodox doctrine
of hell weighed in the balances of truth,
and found wanting.—(Brother J. Bland).
14th, The Bible the sure word of God. Why
this book is not studied, und how to remedy
the evil.—(Brother Betts, of Bewdley).

LricESTER. — Brother Yardley reports
Saran ANN BircH (20), passed
through the waters of baptism on December
3rd, having been formerly associated with
the sect known as the United Free
Methodists. Our brother Hodgkinson of
Norman Cross, paid us a visit on the 7th
inst., and proclaimed the truth, his subject
being, The broad way and the narrow, and
where they lead to.

LoxDoN.-~Brother A. Jannaway writes: —
¢ There has been one immersion since last
writing, viz,, on the 10th December, THOMAS
BARKER (brother in the flesh to our brother
Barker), formerly Church of Enpgland,
Brother and sister McKillop, whose removal
was noticed in last month’s number, under
¢ Binfield Lock’ intelligence, were members
of our ecclesia. We regret their loss, but
are consoled by thefact that the righteous are
ordered of the Lord. It may be interesting
as well as suggestive to mention that we
have recently started in connection with our
ecclesia a Mutual Improvement Society,
which has been, as far as it has gone, a
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great success. The meetings are open to
any of the brethren or sisters, but only mem-
bers. Brethren of the London ecclesia are
allowed to take part. On each evening
there is an essay or address and reading
from the Scriptures, followed by ecriticisms,
though the undergoing of the latter is not
altogether pleasant. It is, unquestionably,
highly beneficial, as was borne out by one
who said, after having been subjected to the
ordeal, ¢ I had no idea I had so many faults.’
‘We have also in accordance with a resolu-
tion, passed at the last quarterly meeting,
decided to present every newly-immersed
member with a Bible Companion, a copy
of The Rules of the Ecclesia, and A State-
ment of the First Principles of the Truth.
The special effect which we have been
making in the Wellington Hall has been
attended with very fair success, and the
services of the brethren from the country a
source of immediate enjoyment. We have
engaged the hall for six months, definitely,
and purpose striving by the end of that time
to obtain one for a permanency equally large
and situated in a more central part of
London, for the convenience of all the
brethren and sisters. The lectures have
been as upon enclosed bills. The opening
and second course of lectures are asfollow :—
Nov. 2nd, Christ’s promised appearing
again, the only hope for both dead and
living.— (Brother Sbuttleworth). 9th, Com-
ing oneness in relation to human affairs,—
(Brother J. J. Andrew). 16th, Signs false
and true in relation to Christ’s return,—
(Brother Phillips). 23rd, The King of the
Jews,~—(Brother Hodgkinson). 30th, Bible
promises of a future life, compared with the
hopes of popular belief.—(Brother A.
Andrew), Dec. 7th, What we may know
of the Almighty Father of heaven and earth.
—(Brother Roberts). 14th, The king of
Babylon’s vision.—(Brother J. J. Andrew).
21st, The gospel of the grace of God.—
(Brother Elliott). 28th, The revealed pur-
pose of God in connection with the Holy
Land.—(Brother Atkins).”
RippINGs.—Brother Wragg reports the
obedience of two more, viz.,, GEORGE
Rosinson (53), who has been a Baptist
preacher over twenty years, and JoHN
MARsHALL (39), for some time neutral, but
had been a Campbellite. He first came in
contact with the truth ten years ago
through obtaining a copy of Eilpis Israel.
Their addition make up for the loss so to
speak of our brothers Radford and Mitchell,
who have formed an ecclesia at Ripley, two-
and-half miles off, with the three other
brethren whose immersion was recorded
under Ripley last month., We need not say
much about cutdoor lecturing, but the result
of our outdoor work has been encouraging,
and we would advise a fair trial all this
coming summer, if the Lord delays His
coming, But we would advise only those

trying who have strength of voice and
body.

STOCKPORT.—Brother Waite writes: “Our
recent special effort on bebalf of the truth
has, so far as attendance goes, been
eminently successful. On the 16th ult,,
brother Asheroft lectured, his subject being
Illustrations from personal experience of
the embarrassment incident to all attempts
to explain the Scriptures according to
clerical views and doctrines. The lecture
was listened to with profound attention, and
must have made an equally profound
impression on the intelligent and sincere
portion of his audience. On the 23rd ult.,
brother Shuttleworth (of Birmingham),
delivered two lectures—subjects : Afternoon
—Brotherhood ; Brotherhoods of various
kinds: racial, social, national and political,
considered from a Bible point of view in
relation to this present evil world and the
better age to come, Evening—Death in the
pot, or, the surrounding and Iong established
systems of religious life-destroying aduitera-
tions of the truth as it is in Jesus. Sunday,
November 30th, brother Dunn, of Warring-
ton, lectured on the following subject: The
Deity: His personality scripturally considered,
shewing the impersonal God of Orthodoxy
to be a carnal fiction. The Stockport
brethren have been pleased mot only with
the good attendance on each occasion, but
also with the efforts of the brethren who
have, with much personal inconvenience,
travelled considerable distances to lend their
voices on behalf of the truth, not ouly to
those outside, but also to those within the
fold. A word of counsel how sweet it is,
especially from the man whose daily walk
reflects the light of truth within, Let all
others refrain from exhortation, particularly
in the assembly of the brethren.”

SwaANBBA.~—Brother Randles reports the
obedience of ALFRED CHIDZEY (22), who
has been attending our meetings some time,
and was immersed into the saving name, on
the 10th inst. The lectures for the month
have been as follow: Sunday, Nov. 16th,
The house of Deity, its foundation, its
building, its materials and chief corner stone.
—(Brother Evans). 23rd, Jesus the Christ,
very God, or, Son of God, which ?—(Brother
D. Clement). 30th, Christ is coming.—
(Brother Shuttleworth). Dec. 7th, The
cloud of witnesses: their faith, &c.—
{Brother Evans). 14th, The land question :
who are the rightful owners of the soil.
{Brother Clement). The subject on Nov.
30th formed part of the poster mentioned
in last report. The words ¢ Christ is com-
ing ” printed across the centre in large red
capitals, made it attractive. I am sorry to
say but few of the public were sufficiently
struck with the subject to come and hear;
however, we are not disheartened at the few
characterizing all our movements just now.
Since the lecture was given which so charmed
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and delighted us, we have thought it good
not to let it stop where it is, and threw out
the suggestion to brother Shuttleworth, if
he would write it, we would print and publish
it in tract form, Brother Shuttleworth at
once acquiesced, and has written it. It is
now in the printer’s hands, and will be
ready in a few days, when we will advertise,
publish and circulate it in Swansea. 1 will
close by giving you the title page of the
coming tract: CHRIST IS COMING,
The substance of a lecture delivered in the
Agricultural Hall, Swansea, Nov. 30th,
1879, by F. R. Shuttleworth of Birmingham,
Christ : the alpha and omega of Bible revel-
ation. Christ: the hope and future restorer
of his own nation, Christ: the hope and
final governor of all nations upon esrth,
Christ’s coming and kingdom—the only hope
of life and immortality, for both the dead
and the living.

WARRINGTON.—Brother C. Roberts re-
orts the commencement of a course of
ectures during the past month, in a room in
a more populous part of the town, in the
very midst of the places of the enemies of
the truth, to wit the Roman Catholic
Church, Catholic Apostolic, Church of
England, Congregational Church, and a
‘Wesleyan Chapel. The following have been
the subjects of lectures and the lecturers:—
Nov. 2nd, The Bible, a revelation from God
and the only instructor of man in spiritual
things.—(Brother Dunn, of Warrington).
9th, “ Except a man be born of water and of
the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God.,”—(John iii. §).—(Brother J. U,
Robertson, of Liverpool.) * 16th, The
crown for which Paul fought.—(Bro. Booth,
of Crewe). 23rd, ““A great wonder in
heaven,” —(Rev. xii).—(Brother Waite, of
Stockport). 30th, Men not Christians by
birth; things which must be known,
believed, and obeyed by mex before they can
possibly be Christians, if the Bible is from
God.—(Brother Dunn, Warrington).

CANADA.

GUELPH, Ont.—Brother Evans writes:
¢Qur hearts are again gladdened by the
return of two more to the profession of
apostolic faith and practice, Mrs. MARY
CricuTON (37), wife of brother Crichton,
and daughter of brother Hambly, of Norval ;

and Mrs. MARY ANN SHAW (37), formerly

Episcopalian, wife of brother Shaw, reckon-
ing themselves dead to the flesh and the
world, 7.e., sin, they were on 5th November
buried in a grave of water, and through
faith in the operation of God who raised
Jesus Christ our Lord from the dead, were
raised to walk in newness of life, for the
present in the same mortal bodies, but
presently in incorruptible ones and with
Christ according to promise (Apoe. iii. 4);
if found worthy in the day of inspection at

his return to earth, which by the signs,
graciously vouchsafed us and now abounding,
we believe to be imminent. We trust the
new and holy state our sisters have acquired
will be fully realized, and that we all may be
alive and awake to righteousness, and thus
be enabled to render our accounts without
lamentation and fear, but with joy. A few
others are reading and enquiring.”’

SOUTH AFRICA.

PIETERMARITZBURG. — Brother Boyley,
reporting the arrival of brother and sister
Bailey from England, remarks :—* You may
depend upon it that we have already had
some very joyous and happy meetings to-
gether, not only at our breaking of bread
and the drinking of wine on Sundays, but
every night. I have never before had such
a use for my tongue as I bave had since the
arrival of our dear brother and sister. God
be praised! I have prayed long and prayed
earnestly for this, and in His ‘ Ways of
Providence’ He has at last sent me a living
answer. Things are working for the benefit
of our dear brother Rees, of Shrewsbury. I
have sent in an application to the Emigra-
tion Board for him, and I have every reason
to expect I shall get him and his dear sister
wife and two children free passages to Natal.
‘We shall then be an ecclesia of five waiting
for the Lord from heaven, This is indeed a
brightening prospect, after the years of
solitude which I have spent here, but which
are now at an end. You and all the faithful
in Christ Jesus will thank God and rejoice
with me. I sometimes think that some of
those brethren at home who grow careless
and neglect to attend the meetings would
get ashamed of themselves if they could get
a peep at us and see how happy we are to
meet around the Lord’s table. I think we
should soon shame them from their indiffer-
ence. Those who are alive to the beauty and
preciousness of the truth and have spent
years in isolation, know how to set full
value on the opportunities at last afforded
them of coming together to worship God in
the ways and means and ordinances He has
appointed. Try to make it known amongst
the poor faithful saints, that we will help
them to emigrate here, but we would like
when they write to us to send us enclosed in
their letters a written statement from you or
from some faithful brother of good standing
among the ecclesia—to state that they are
true brethren in fellowship with us in the
like precious faith, ag it would then inspire
us with confidence toward those who send
tous to get them out. I will send you a
newspaper by which, if you look at the
supplement at the bottom of the advertising
side, you will learn how I am enabled to
bring out our brethren to me. I can get
brother Rees out as carpenter. One of the
influential men on the Board explained that
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to my satisfaction, saying if I got a
man out and was satistied with him that is
all that is required. I got brother Bailey out
that way. He is working at his own trade
as an engineer now. I see in the Gloucester
intelligence that two brethren had left that
place for the Cape of Good Hope, but their
names were not mentioned, though it would
be much better for them to have been so, as
it gives brethren at a distance a better chance
of finding out each other’s whereabouts, and
by that means communicating with each
other, "As it happens however, 1 received a
letter from two brethren, dated from
Gloucester, stating they would be coming to
Cape Town shortly. I suppose that they
are the two mentioned in the Christadelphian.
I wrote, directing to the General Post Office,
but have not heard from them again, as yet.
Had they applied to me as brother B. did
before he left Wales, I could have gotten
them free passages to Natal, and the married
one could have brought out his sister wife,
who he s2ys is left behind. I am sorry that
they went to Cape Town as we lose the
chance of their company, but it may be for a
wise purpose.  You remember publishing a
letter from a D. M. Maartens, don’t you?
who wrote to me from Graaf Reinet. Well,
that led to a correspondence between him and
me concerning the things on subjects that are
nearest our affections. I sent him first vol.
Eureka, Good Confession, Bible Comvanion,
&e., for which he seemed highly delighted;
it is a long time since I heard from him. I
do not know if he is going to be manifested
as a son of God by obedience to the faith or
not, but I should not be surprised to hear
from him and the Gloucester brethren next
mail. If you should get any communication
from them, I hope to see it in the Christa-
delphian.”

UNITED STATES.

DUNDEER (Wis).—Brother M. C. Eastman
reports the addition to the all-saving name,
of JoaANNA BaTEs, the wife of brother
Joseph Bates, on the 2nd of last April.

Langsvitie (Va),—Brother Dr. L.
Edwards writes: ¢ Sister Rosina King
wishes a copy of Seasons of Comfort; but
as books cannot be sent by mail from Eng-
land, we suppose we shall have to get them
from sister Thomas when they are printed.
You will notice that our brother Hardin
Littlepage’s name is absent from the list.
He died on 2nd of Aug. last, in his 70th
year. He was for nearly forty years a great
lover of brother Thowas and his work, and
in his later years one of the most solid and
faithful Christadelphians among us. Though
a poor man, he always said he could not

do without the Christadelphian, and the
instructing and comforting assistance of
brother Roberts, and as long as he lived
and was able to pay for it, he expected to
subscribe for the Christedelphian. He
almost always officiated at the table, in the
meetings of our ecclesia, and the leading
feature of his admonitions was the reading
and study of God’s holy word, which he
constantly commanded, with all the powers
he possessed. You should know how much
we miss him ia our weekly gatherings, as
he was a consiant attendant. But leaving
us stroug in the faith to the last, we sorrow
not as those who have no hope. We have
had five additions by baptism, to our ecclesia,
during the summer past, and two to our two
brethren at Little Plymouth King and
Queen. This seems slow progress; but if
they could all walk circumspectly, redeeming
the time, in these deys of evil,” we may
consider it a great work, in view of the final
result. 1f you, or some of your good writers
in the Christadelphian, would publish an
article on ¢ The relation of the ecclesia to the
world. The world: wkat is it? The
ecclesia: what i3 it, and what are its duties
to the world ? How far it may conform to
the wise, prudent, and time-honoured
customs of the world’ (a quotation from
one of our speakers), you would confer &
favour, and help to elucidate what I regard
a most important subject in our day.”

McMINNEVILLE.—There has been no
intentional suppression of suitable intelli-
gence from brother L. T. Nichols, and
certainly not from any hostile impression
produced by the letters of others. We have
been unnsuaily occupied the last five months,
and there may have been oversight. We
think of quoting from his letter just to hand,
in next month’s “ Extracts from Corres-
pondence.”

RicuMmonDd (Va).—Brother Luxford re-
ports the obedience of {now) sisters PORTER,
MAaNN and THAXTON, formerly Campbellites,

WEBBERVILLE (Tex).—Brother W. A,
Oatman, ordering the Christadelphian for
Sam Johnson, says: ¢ Brother Sam is one
of five immersed by brother John Banta, at
the close of a meeting, held at my house,
the fore part of October ; one of which is my
wife, I immersed two previcus to those,
and expect to add another to our little
faithful band, on Saturday mnext, which
gives about twelve, and when brother Banta
arrives, which we expect about Christmas to
move here, he and wife will swell our
number to fourteen, with strong probahility
of five or six others to be added ere long.
‘We meet every first day of the week to attend
to ordinances prescribed by the Master in
memory of His shed blood for us and that
He will.come again.”

WILLIAM H. DAVIS, PRINTER, BIRMINGHAM,
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“He (Jesus) that sanctificth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father) ;
Sor which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.”—(Heb. ii. 11.)

% For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THE
8ON8 OF Gob.”’—(Rom. viii. 19).
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Ox Sunday evening our little hall, which holds about 100, was completely
crammed, which was very gratifying. It has never been so full on Sundays
before. I scarcely expected quite so many, for we had not gone to much
expense in making it known, on account of its smallness. All the other
available halls in the neighbourhood, which are larger, are occupied on Sundays
by some section of the apostacy, or we should have taken one of them.

The Doctor commenced by reading 1 Tim. iii., interposing occasional remarks
as he proceeded—such as that a bishop in apostolic days was not a man
gelected by the statesmen of the particular political party which happened to
have the upper hand af the time, to be paid at the rate of five or ten thousand
a year. When he had concluded the chapter he stated that he had read it
for the purpose of expounding the 15th verse, which he accordingly proceeded
to do.

The “ house of God " was not a consecrated building of brick or stone, such
as we saw around us in the numerous churches and chapels of the land; for
these were not pillars of the truth. Neijther was it the various churches of
Christendom or Anti-Christendom, as it should be called. They were merely
rotten supports of their own lifeless creeds. We lived in a world of churches,
each of which required an endorsement of its own particular creed. First there
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was the Church of England with its
Athanasian creed, which if we did
not believe, we were threatened with
damnation. Seeing, however, that it
was devised 280 years after the time
of the apostles, we need not trouble
ourselves about it, for if people could
be saved without it before it was
devised, they could just as easily be
saved without it afterwards. Then
come the Presbyterians with their
Westminster confession of faith, which
they require their converts to accept.
But there was no need to study all
the creeds of Christendom to obtain
an answer to the question, what is
truth? To do so would occupy a
life-time. There was a shorter cut by
which the question might be solved,
and that was by going to the Serip-
tures, which alone were able to make
us wise unto salvation. Theoretically,
Protestants had adopted the principle
that everyone should be allowed to
exercise their own private judgment
on Bible questions ; but they did not
carry it out practically, as any one
would soon find if they were to come
to conclusions antagonistic to the
recognised theology of the particular
denomination to which they belonged;
for they would assuredly be kicked
out.

The “house of God” was simply
aname for a community of people,
built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
being the chief corner stone, in which
dwelt the Spirit of God, as embodied
in the truth. When a man believes
in the truth, as incarnated in Jesus, the
Spirit of truth dwells in him, and he
is a temple in which God dwells.
The Deity dwells not in temples made
with hands, but in the minds of
human beings, who individually and
collectively  counstitute  figurative
temples formed or constructed by
the operation of His Spirit or truth.

A knowledge of what ‘“the church
of the living God” was in the days
of the apostles; or, in other words, of
the truth, reveals to anyone the
intense darkness which surrounds us.
The apostles’ teaching was endorsed
by signs and wonders; but the clerical

teaching of this day is not. 1In
following the pretended successors of
the apostles, the people have forsaken
the real thing for the false. The
apostle Peter was first appointed to
proclaim the truth as it was in Jesus.
The rock on which the church was
built was not Peter, but the Christ.
Peter was simply constituted the
holder of the keys. They were given
to him alone, and not to any real or
false successors of his; and he having
used them, it was impossible for any-
one else to make use of them. They
were given to him because the lawyers
of Israel had taken away the key of
knowledge, mneither going into the
kingdom themselves, nor allowing
others to go in. God was determined
to restore the key to the Jews, and
selected Peter for this purpose.

People now-a-days were in precisely
the same position as the lawyers in
Christ’s day. They professed to
believe the Bible; but in reality did
not. And so numerous were the
beliefs and creeds which professed to
be founded upon the word of God,
that it had become a common saying
with some persons that anything
could be proved from the Bible. Such
an assertion as this was blasphemy
against the Almighty. If it were
true it would be better for him never
to have spoken. If such a statement
were to be made about his (the
speaker’s) writings, he would consider
it an insult; but the fact was that
only one thing could be proved from
the Bible, and that was the truth.

One of the apostles was selected
from among the rest, to restore the
key, to prevent them all speaking at
once. The first key was shown on
the day of Pentecost, when Peter
addressed a number of ‘devout’ Jews.
His object was to show them the way
to be saved. This fact proved that
piety and devoutness could save no
one. If it could, Mohammedans
and Roman Catholics stood a better
chance of salvation than did Protest-
ants, for the former prayed seven
times a day, and Catholics were well
known to be much more exemplary in
their prayers and penances than were
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Protestants. The devoutness of the
Jews was in relation to a divinely-
appointed system of religion: so that
there was not a complete parallel
between the two. It must therefore
be necessary for devout people now
to do precisely the same things, as
it was for devout Jews in Peter's time
—that is, repent and be Dbaptised,
which, of course, comprised a belief of
the truth. The apostles got at people’s
hearts, not by frightening them, but
by putting the truth into their under-
standings. At that time there was
only one baptism; but now there
were many: none, however, were of
any avail, but that which the apostles
practised. It is described as a burial,
or ‘a planting, which necessitates a
person being immersed, or completely
covered over. Those who submitted
to it were promised salvation; they
were invited to a kingdom and glory.
Collectively they then constituted the
ecclesia, or called-out assembly of
God. They did not enter the kingdom
at baptism for it was not then estab-
lished. It was to be set up in the
days of ten kings, and, unlike all other
kingdoms, it was not to be left to
other people. It would bring to an
end all other kingdoms and empires,
the British Empire included. Conse-
quently the words so frequently sung
by church people were not true—* as
it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end,
amen.” If this statement was true,
the world would continue in its present
state of wickedness for ever. There-
fore he could not say *“ amen ” to that.
It was not God's purpose to convert
all mapkind by the preaching of the
gospel, but simply to separate a
community of people to be put
into office as kings when the time
comes for establishing the kingdom.
It was true there were not many in
the present day of this class; but
this need not alarm anyone. Numbers,
instead of proving the truth of any
views, were rather a presumption
against them, for the truth had always
been in the hands of the few, and its

counterfeit with the many.

September 28th, 1869.

Enclosed you will find a *news-
paper report of the Doctor’s lecture on
the evening of Sunday week. It was
the longest we have yet had from
him ; it lasted about two hours. In
reading the 17th chapter of John,
which 1s indeed a most important and
beautiful portion of holy writ, the
Doctor commented as usual, pointing
out that when Jesus prayed he ex-
pressly stated that he prayed not for
the world, and that, though the
disciples were in the world they were
said to be not of the world, which
was the same, in sense, as Christ’s
statement that his kingdom was not
of this world, or constitution of things
then existing, which was the Mosaic.
The newspaper report contains the
main points of the lecture in a con-
dsgsed form, so I have not much to
add,

According to popular interpretation,
Jesus did not say the truth wher he
declared that.narrow was the way
which leadeth unto eternal life, and
few there be that find it, for it was
generally taught that the way to life
was very broad, and that many would
find it. If we were not willing to
learn of God’s revealed will we must
be content to be ignorant of it. It
was fashionable now-a-days to say
that Moses did not teach a resurrection
and a future life. Nothing could be
more false, for Exod. iii. 15 contained
a prediction of the resurrection of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. To
understand the mystery of godliness
it was necessary to know the mani-
festor and the manifested, or medium
of manifestation. It was owing to
ignorance on these points that the
Jews did not comprehend the hard
sayings of Jesus, such as “ Except ye
eat my flesh, &c.” They judged after
the flesh, To understand the words
of the Spirit it was necessary to adopt
the rule of interpretation, based upon
the Spirit. Jesus was the “body
prepared” for God to dwell in as in
a temple.

* See The Ambassador, Nov., 1869, p. 841.
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October 12th, 1869.

The newspaper clipping® will give
you a pretty good idea of the third
Sunday evening’s lecture, but on look-
ing over my notes, I find they
contain several observations not given
in the printed report.

In the course of his lectures, Dr.
Thomas said that the baptism of the
Holy Spirit by Christ, which he
promised, took place on the day of
Pentecost, when the apestles were
endowed with the Spirit. The motto
of the United States was E. Pheribus
Unum, which meant “from many to
one;” because it consisted of a large
number of states which made up in
the aggregate one nation. But with
Deity, in regard to the mystery of
godliness, it was just the reverse.
His mode of operation was from one
to many. Prov.viii. 22 to 26 personifies
wisdom, which is synonymous with
the “ word ” in John, to know which
gives life. The “ word” was no less
the Deity while manifest in flesh than
it was previously, any more than a
hand is less a hand when veiled in
a glove than it is without such a
covering. Jesus was the veil or
glove with which the Deity was
covered.  Although John was six
months older than Jesus, yet it was
said that Jesus was preferred before
him. It was the “ word " or spirit in
Jesus which was before John, Genesis
3rd chap. contains what may be called
the constitution or kingdom of sin.
To know the facts of the death of
Christ is not sufficient. It is necessary
also, to know the doctrines pertaining
to them. The latter explain the
former. To know of it, as we know
of the death or crucifixion of the two
thieves is not enough. After Christ’s
resurrection the apostles were com-
manded to baptize in the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ; which
shows that a certain relationship then
existed between these three, which
had not previously existed. The
leaders of the Apostacy in the time of
Constantine made an egregious mis-

take in attempting to define the
existence of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, from the beginning—as
embodied in the Nicene Creed. To be
baptised into the name of Jesus Christ
is the same as to be baptised into the
name of the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, because Jesus is the manifesta-
tion of God in flesh by means of the
Spirit. When the truth of the en-
grafted word getsinto our understand-
ing and leads to obedience by immersion
then we are in the Father, Son and’
Holy Spirit. All things created are
in God in a certain sense, that is
physieally, for “in Him we live and
move and have our being.” DBut a
forgiven sinner is in God mentally
and morally. There are at present
two families in the world ; the family
of man, which is the manifestation of
flesh only, and the family of God con-
sisting of men who have been intro-
duced into the Name, thereby
constituting them a manifestation of
God in an imperfect medium. These
are yet to be manifested in a perfect
nature, such as Jesus is now-——since
his glorification. When like Jesus,
they will have the same relation to
God that Jesus now has, for ¢ things
which are equal to the same thing are
equal to each other.” When this
comes to pass then will they sing the
song of Moses and the Lamb—a song
which no one else can learn—and will
reign on earth, not in heaven. If we
were readers of the Bible the hearing
of these things should lead us to ask
whether they are true, and if so, we
should ask how it is that the spiritual
leaders of the present day teach con-
trary things, such as going to heaven
at death, &c.

The foregoing lecture was a very
beautiful ene, and was so simple that
the most ignorant might understand it

if they only knew their mother fongue.

October 13th, 1869.
The last Sunday evening lecture of
the Doctor’s, as you would see from
the newspaper report,” was based

* See The dmbassador, Dec. 1869, p. 377,

]

* See The Ambassador, Dec., 1969, p. 878.
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upon the conversation between Jesus
and Nicodemus. It was one of the
most systematic lectures I have heard
from him. After reading Jno. 3rd
chapter, he said there were certain
impossibilities in connection with-the
kingdom of God. Thus, in the sermon
on the mount, Jesus said, “ Except a
man's righteousness exceed that of
the Scribes and Pharisees, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God” On
another occasion he said, “ Except a
person be converted, and become as
a little child, he cannot enter the
kingdom of Ged;'" that is, he must
become teachable like a little child.
He also told his disciples that “it was
easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a rich man
to enter the kingdom of God.” This
greatly suprised Peter, who said,
“ Who then can be saved ?” To this
Christ answered. “ With men it is
impossible, but with God all things
are possible.” The presentation of
testimony alome to the rich, would
have little or no effect upon them.
But when God endowed the apostles
with the Spirit to speak the word, and
attested it by miracles, rich men were
led to accept it, and then to empty
themselves of their treasures, thereby
reducing themselves to a level with
the poor.

‘When a slave was bought in ancient
times, all the property he possessed
was considered as belonging to his
master. So when a man is purchased
by Jesus Christ, all he has becomes
his master’s, and he is the steward of
those possessions. Henee Jesus said,
“Make to yourself friends of the
mammon of unrighteousness, that
when ye fail they may receive you
into everlasting habitations.” The
phrase “ mammon of unrighteousness’”
was a figurative description of riches.
The injunction amounted to saying,
“ with the riches you possess, make
to yourselves friends, who, when ye
fail, can give you admission into
everlasting  habitations.” Those
friends are two—the Father and the
Son. [If the friendship of the Son
can be secured we are sure of that of
the Father. They arc two very im-

portant and influential friends. If
those in the faith who are rich do not
devote their riches to Christ, they can
have little or no hope of salvation.
Paul counted all things but dross
compared with the promised reward.
So also must everyone else who wishes
to enjoy the same blessing. 1f a
prince royal or a lord were to embrace
the truth, it would be no degradation
to him if he were to disrobe himself
of his empty titles,—bestowed by the
breath of a sovereign, at her
will and pleasure. To be a brother of
Jesus Christ is a far greater honour
than any which the rulers of this
world can bestow.

The poor now have as much as they
can do to make ends meet, and keep
the wolf from the door. ‘Their life is
a state of continual misery. On
believing the truth, a poor man is
raised to high position, that of being
the son of God. Thus the rich may
rejoice in his debasement, and the
poor in his exaltation. James says
that the kingdom is promised to the
poor of this world, who are rich in-
faith, If the Queen were to offer her
kingdom to a poor man, at her death,
it would be considered a great honour,
and he would be anxious for the time
to come for him to possess it. The
“heir of all things’ has promised a
much better kingdom to the poor, and
there is no need to wait for his death.
As the Mediator of the covenant, Le
has already died to eonfinn it. It
matters not whether a man be rich
or poor so long as he has faith in God’s
promises. He can now become an
heir of the kingdom, but not an in-
heritor until the heir of all things
takes possession of it. Another impossi-
bility in connection with the kingdom
of God is, that the unrightcous cannot,
inherit it. The righteous, who will
inberit it, are those who are subject to
God’s system of righteousness, not
their own. Jesusenumerates a further
impossibility when he says to Nico-
demus, “ except a man be born again
he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
To be “born again” is defined by
Jesus as being ¢ vorn of water and the
Spirit.” Aund to “sce the kingdomn ™ is
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the same as to “ enter the kingdom.”
This conversation is an illustration of
the last clause of the previous chapter
(ii.), which says that Christ “knew
what was in man.”  Nicodemus
showed great ignorance in the ques-
tions which he asked, and Jesus was
aware of this beforehand. In saying
“we know” Nicodemus meant that
the class’ to whom he belonged-—the
Scribes and Pharisees — were aware
that Jesus was a teacher sent
from God. This fact is illustrated by
Jesus in the parable of the vineyard,
when he represents them as saying,
“This is the heir, come let us kill him,
and the inheritance shall be ours.” The
evidence which convinced Nicodemus
that Christ was a teacher from God,
consisted of the miracles he worked.
The same test should be applied to all
who now claim to be sent of God—the
religious teachers of the age, from the
Pope downwards, We know they are
not so sent, because they don’t teach
God’s doctrine. There were false
apostles in Paul’'s day. No wonder
there are such at the present time,
1,800 years after the days of the
apostles. For Satan himself is trans-
formed into an angel or messenger of
light. The false apostles or satanic
angels of light were the fathers so
much talked about—the founders of
the present great apostacy.

Moses predicted that a prophet like
unto himself should arise, and Jesus
was declared to be that prophet—not
to hear whomn, was to be cut off or
destroyed. And Jesus said if he was
rejected, those doing so  would be
punished. If a man believes Christ,
and then, when his doctrine is
presented to him, he refuses to believe
that, he is just as much condemned as
if rejecting Christ himself. The
doctrine which he taught is the rule
by which we are to be judged. There
must be some standard or rule of
judgment. The law under which we
are placed is the law of faith or the
gospel. If it were left to each man
to determine his rule of judgment,
there would be as many tests as there
are creeds in existence; such as sin-
cerity, the Westminster Confession,

the Thirty-nine Articles, &c. Paul
preached the same gospel as Jesus,
and in Romans ii. 12-16, Paul shows
that Jesus will judge by that gospel.
There is no subject, therefore, more
important than to know what Jesus
and the apostles preached. A part
of it is set forth in being “born again.”
To be born from above and to be
born again-are the same things; for
the ’o”lﬁlllk comes from above. The
word * born ” signifies an emergence
of the thing born from that in which
it was previously concealed. Thus:
plants, wheat, or barley are born from
the earth, when they emerge from it.
Some, in the plenitude of their
foolishness, say that water here means
gpirit. If so it would read *Except
a man be born of Spirit and Spirit,”
This is nonsense, and the Spirit never
spoke foolishness. It is true that
water is sometimes used for spirit, but
in that case it is said to emanate from
the individual ; not the individual to
be in the water.—(See John vii. 38,
89.) This 1s illustrated in the case of
the apostle, from whom it flowed out
in streams, so that handkerchiefs
touching them were endowed with
healing power. Every man in the
apostles’ days was able to produce
three witnesses to his Christianity,—
“the water, the spirit, and the blood.”
He was able to show that the doctrine
concerning them all concentrated in
him. The witness of the water is
baptism, that of the spirit is belief of
what the spirit has taught, and that
of the blood, an understanding of the
doctrines pertaining to Christ’s cruci-
fixion, when he poured out his blood
from sin. The absence of one of these
proves fatal. Baptism, faith and hope,
are all right in their place. A person
“born of water” must previously
have been concealed in water and
emerged fromit. Physically “spirit "
means the power by which God creates
and sustains all things. Mentally and
morally, or spiritually, ¢ the spirit is
the truth ” according to John ; which
is a better definition than can be got
from the parsons of the day. This is
not a matter of opinion, but of testi-
mony. Jesus gives the same definition
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when he says, “the words that I
speak unto you, they are spirit and
they are life.” Can anything be
plainer? They were vital words, for
they were uttered by the spirit dwell-
ing in Christ. And they were life
because of leading to life. Creative
spirit is only different from the spirit
which is in the relationship which it
bears. Before a person can be born
he must be begotten. James says
this begettal, in spiritual matters, is
produced by “the word of truth.”
This is the seed from which is
developed the new man. This word
says he, is to be received with meek-
ness, for it is able to save our souls.
In saying  purify your souls in obey-
ing the truth,” James means, not
simply believing the truth, but belief
and obedience, for belief without
obedience is of no use. Peter says
that the word is a living power, pro-
ducing life, not a dead letter, having
no power unless accompanied by
the spirit, as recently declared by a
converted Jew. If the word is a dead
letter, there was no use in Paul com-
manding Timothy to “ preach the
word.” Such as are born of the word
are “born not of blood, nor of the will
of man, but of God.—(Jno. i. 11.) A
man so begotten, gets new views,
aspirations, ambitions, and hopes, and
throws the past on one side, as of no
further use, and asks what he must do

will of God is expressed by Jesus
when he says, * He that believeth and
is baptised shall be saved.” No one
is recognised as born of God, until
born of the Spirit ; and no one is born
of the Spirit, until led by that Spirit
to be born of water.

Thus there are three or four items
comprised in being born again.

1.—To understand the truth.

2.—To believe the truth.

3.—To obey the truth.

4.—To be born of water.

But this is not the completion of the
birth. A person so born is not yet
spirit. He is only the spirit of a just
man made perfect. His body re-
quires to be changed like Christ’s.
His mortal body must be made alive
by the Spirit ; that is, it must be made
incorruptible after the resurrection,
for “flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kindom of God.” When Jesus said
““the wind bloweth where it listeth,”
he meant “the spirit bloweth where
it listeth;” for the same word is used
for “wind” in the first clause as is
translated “spirit” in the last—* So
is everyone that is born of the Spirit.”
The translators no doubt saw the
absurdity of saying “So is anyone
that is born of the wind.” This may
do for gassy people, of which there are
s0 many now-a-days, for they truly
are born of the wind. The Spirit was
in Christ, and Nicodemus heard it, but

could not tell whence it came, nor
whither it went.

next. He gets a disposition such as
Churist’s, to do only. God’s will. This

THE WAYS OF PROVIDENCE,

AS AUTHENTICALLY ILLUSTRATED IN BIBLE HISTORY.
No. 17,

Davip reigned forty years after his divinely-directed arrival in Hebron. The
various events that led to the extension and consolidation of hLis power fromn
the time of this arrival till the day he sat enthroned in Jerusalem, undisputed
monarch of the whole country from the Euphrates to the river of Egypt, would
be interesting to follow: but they would not be sufficiently relevant to the
object of these papers. As a fact, they would illustrate the Ways of Provi-
dence with David, but they would not enunciate them in that positive definite way
which we aim to attain. There are several features of hisreign that doso. The
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first is not so direct as others, but still useful to consider. We refer to the
circumstances leading to the covenant made with David.

This covenant occupies a prominent and important place in the economy of
divine purpose. David referred to it, in his last words, as affording the ground-
work of ‘“all his salvation and all his desire.”—(2 Sam. xxiii. 5.) Jehovah
sheds importance upon it by offering to extend it to every one who submits to
Him, saying “I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure (or
covenanted) mercies of David.”—(Is. 1v. 8.) He refers impressively to it thus:
“ My covenant will I not break nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.
Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David: his seed shall
endure for ever and his throne as the sun before me.”—(Ps. Izxxix. 34-36.)
Peter also refers to it in his address on the day of Pentecost (Acts ii. 29) ; and
Paul indirectly alludes to it in speaking of ¢ the covenants of promise ” to which
the Gentiles are by nature strangers.—(Eph. ii. 12.)

Now the striking fact in the case, as illustrative of the ways of Providence,
is, that this covenant with David—(one of the leading pillars, as we may say,
of the city having foundations)—was brought about, so far as David was
concerned, by David’s own natural spontaneous meditations and intentions
concerning the work of God. We are told that the Lord having given David
rest from all his enemies, he began to grow uneasy at the fact that while he
dwelt in a palace, the ark of God was under a tent. He mentioned his feelings
to Nathan the prophet, as much as to intimate that he begrudged his own
personal comforts and enjoyments while the things of God were less well
appointed ; and that he would like to put up a substantial edifice for the divine
service and honour. Nathan encouraged David in his view: “ Go, do all that
is in thy heart ; for the Lord is with thee.”—(2 Sam. vii. 8). But that night,
a different light was put upon the subject by the message that came to Nathan.
David was forbidden to build the contemplated temple. Having shed much
blood, he was declared unsuitable, "in the divine fitness of things, for
undertaking a work of worship and peace. He was commended for enter-
taining the idea: *Thou didst well that it was in thine heart to build an house
to My name. Nevertheless, thou shalt not build the house.,”—(1 Kings viii. 18),
“Also, the Lord telleth thee that He will make thee an house. And when thy
days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed
after thee, which shall proceed out of thine own bowels, and I will establish
his kingdom. He shall build an house for my name, and I will establish the
throne of his kingdom for ever. . . Thine house and thy kingdom
shall be established for ever before thee. Thy throne shall be established for
ever.’”—(2 Sam. vii. 11.16). This, doubtless, had reference to Solomon, in
whom also it had a preliminary fulfilment: but we have the anthority of the
Spirit of God, both in the prophets and the apostles, for giving it a much
remoter, larger, and more glorious application to the “ greater than Solomon,”
the Son, the Lord of David, the antitype and substance of all the allegories
contained in the first covenant and its surroundings. What is worthy of
special consideration, is that this important institule of the kingdom of Ged
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should have found the occasion of its introduction in David’s own faithfulness,
working in quite a natural way,

There are several illustrations of the same thing. The glorious vision of
Daniel ii.—revealing the course of human affairs from the days of Babylon to
the setting up of the kingdom of God in the latter days,—was communicated
in answer to Daniel's faithful prayer for deliverance from impending peril.
‘Who knows if such a revelation would ever have taken place if Daniel, instead
of having earnestly “desired mercies of the God of heaven,” had supinely
cowered in God-forgetting concealment ? The appearance of John the Baptist,
though a matter of God’s deliberate and prophetically-enunciated purpose,
coincided in the same way with the entreaties of a man and woman who were
“both righteous before God, walking in all commandments of the Lord,
blameless.”—(Luke i. 6). The angel who announced John's coming birth to
Zecharias, gives us to understand this. “ Fear not, Zecharias, for thy prayer is
heard, and thy wife Elizabeth (who was * barren and well-stricken in years,”)
shall bear thee a son,”—So also the call of the Gentiles began with a man to
whom the angel could say, “Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a
memorial before God.”

The illustrations would point to this conclusion that more depends upon our
attitude towards God than is commonly imagined. People think that the work
of God is independent of man: so it is in a sense. They think it will come to
pass quite irrespective of human disposition or human action. So in a sense it
will. His great and mighty purposes conceived and executed “after the
counsel of His own will ” will be accomplished, whoever might fail or try to
hinder. At the same time, his work, in its individual application, is evidently
affected by individual conditions. The words are not idle words which are
uttered by James, “ Draw nigh to God and e will draw nigh to you.” David
by the spirit, declares the truth when he says, ‘ With the merciful man thou
wilt show Thyself merciful . . . tothe froward thou wilt show thyself fro-
ward.”—(Psa. xviii. 25.) Jesus intimates the same thing in saying, * If ye for-
give not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”
The effect of such doctrine is to make us take heed to our ways, and strive to
preserve always towards God, a tender, willing, and obedient heart. Who can
tell what blessings will come to us in this attitude, which would otherwise
never arise? The restoration of Babylon found a Daniel praying for the
fulfilment of God’s purpose, announced to Jeremiah long before, concerning
seventy years of which Daniel had come to have understanding “by books.”
Does not this current ending of the times of the Gentiles witness the earnest
strivings and cryings of many watchmen whom Jehovah has figuratively sct
on Zion’s walls, and who can give him no rest day nor night, till he make
Jerusalem a praise in the earth? Thus are the ways of God interlaced with the
ways of apparently mere nature, illustrative of and constituting the
“ways of Providence.” But to return to David.

In the height of his success and his glory, David sinned grievously “in the
matter of Uriah.” The prophet Nathan told him that “by this deed” he had
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“ given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme.”—(2 Samuel
xii. 14). The jeers of a hundred generations have since attested the truth of
this"declaration. At the present moment, there is nothing more cutting and
withering in the way of infidel opposition to the Bible, than the taunts
inspired by David’s sin. Is there nothing, touching the ways of Providence,
in the fact that David’s sin should be punished by the open exhibition of it to
all generations, in the full and unvarnished narrative written in the Scriptures ?
When David stands before “the great white throne,” he finds that every
individual in the mighty assembly is informed of his disgrace, and that the
world has in every age resounded with the bitter taunt of the scoffer, shouting
and execrating his name. But David was “a man after God’s own heart”
nowithstanding,—his broken-hearted submission and abasement in this matter
being witness. In the day of recompences, his, not less than the holiest of
the sons of God (and who is without sin?) will be the song: “Thou hast
loved us and hast washed us from our sins in thine own blood.”

David, confronted with his guilt in adroit parable, by Nathan, said, “I have
sinned against the Lord.” Nathan said “ The Lord also Lath put away thy sin:
thou shalt not die.” Notwithstanding that David’'s sin was put away, it was
judged needful that he should suffer for it—and suffer heavily: “ The sword
shall never depart from thy house: because thou hast despised me, and hast
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith the Lord,
behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house.

Thou dldst it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the
sun.”—(2 Sam. xii. 10).

In the working out of this sentence, we are face to face with a plain and
signal and unmistakable illustration of the ways of Providence. The evils to
come upon David were to be the work of God—*‘ I will raise up evil,” “I will
do this thing,” *“ The sword shall never depart.” We trace the operation of the
thing and we see only men at work so far as appearances and their motives go.
David's domestic peace is interrupted by his son Amnon’s behaviour to. his
daughter Tamar. The cloud brought on David’s house by this incident is
immeasurably deepened by the murder of Amnon in the revenge of Tamar by
command of his brother Absalom. A gap is made in the king’s domestic circle
by the flight of Absalom consequent on this event. Absalom brought back
after a three years' exile, forms treasonable designs, and by artifice, steals the
Leart of the people, and finally seizes the ripe occasion to have himself pro-
claimed king in the place of his father. David flees: civil war ensues, which,
though ending successfully for David, does so at the cost of Absalom’s life, to
the king’s unbearable grief, and the lives of many thousands of Israel. A
second revolt on the king’s return, is headed by Sheba, the son of Bichri, and
is only put down by a military expedition. Then there is a famine, at the close
of which the Philistines make war against Israel, and David is nearly slain in
battle. Then David, numbering Israel with wrong motives, comes under the
divine lash and has to accept a three days’ ravage of the pestilence. Finally,
his last hours are disturbed by a treasonable effort on the puit of Adonijab,
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and he dies giving directions for the judicial retribution of the sins of Joab,
Shimei, and others.

In this brief outline of events, we have the practical illustration of God's
intimation to David: “I will raise up evil . . . the swerd shall never
depart.” Apparently, God had nothing to de with it; for in the contemplation
of all the events that fulfilled these sayings, rothing is seen but the play of
human passion and human lust of power. Yet the evidence is before us that
the whole trouble so developed was divinely caused by those angelic manipula-
tions of human affairs which we had to consider early in these articles, which
are unseen by men and which are conducted without any interference with the
freedom of human volition. Some have a difficulty in reconciling the two
things; but the difficulty must come from want of reflection. When we con-
sider how much depends, both in public and private matters, uponr the moods
and desires of particular individuals, and how easy it is for divine power to
affect thuse moods without the persons being aware of the cause, or that any
cause at all is in operation, it is easy to realise how God can raise trouble or
give peace, without any apparent interference with the order of nature. A man
has not yet learnt the ways of God thoroughly, who does not recognise that
most of His dealings with the children of men in the present state of racial
alienation, are performed with gloved hand, and from within the veil so to
speak, by means of regulated natural circumstances which are none the less
the work of God because under a mask.

David gives us a lesson oh the subject which is very impressive. During
his melanchioly flight from Jerusalem, from the presence of Absalom’s
successful conspiracy—(the whole land * weeping with loud voice "—2 Sam. xv.
23)—Shimei, & man of the house of Saul, of violent temper, seized upon the
fallen fortunes of the king, as he supposed, to pour public insult upon him.
Following the king’s path, on the opposite side of the valley, he threw stones
at the king’s company, and poured forth volleys of imprecations: * Come out,
come out, thou bloody man, thou man of Belial. The Lord hath returned upon
thee all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned, and
the Lord hath delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son.
Behold, thou art taken in thy mischief, because thou art a bloody man.” Some
of David’s supporters implored the king’s permission to go over and despatch
the insolent fellow, who made all the king’s friends ashamed. David’s
rejoinder to this proposal is one of the best recognitions of the ways of
Providence to be found in the Scriptures. “Let him curse, because the Lord
“hath said unto him, curse David. Who shall then say, wherefore hast thou
“done so. . . . Behold, my son who came forth out of my bowels,
“gecketh my life: how much more now may this Benjamite do it? Let him
“alone: let him curse; for the Lord hath bidden him. It may be that the Lord
“ will look upon mine affliction and that the Lord will requite me good for the
“cursing this day.”—(2 Sam. xvi. 10-12). That Gdod had not, in the specific
sense, commissioned Shimei to curse David, is evident from the fact that on
David’s return, S8himei made a very servile apology, and confessed having sinned
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in the matter. His words were: “ Let not my lord impute iniquity unto me,
“ neither do thou remember that which thy servant did perversely the day
“that my lord the king went out of Jerusalem, that the king should take it
“to his heart., For thy servant doth know that I have sinned. Therefore,
“behold, I am come the first this day of all the house of Joseph, to go down
“to meet my lord the king.” If Shimei’s anathema of David nhad been in
compliance with a divine command, it would have been no sin, and Shimei
would not have taken this attitude in the matter. David . afterwards indicated
the true nature of Shimei’s procedure so far as Shimei’s personal objects
were concerned. He said to Solomon: “ Behold thou hast with thee Shimei,
“the son of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, who cursed me with a grievous
“ curse, in the day when I went to Mahanaim. . . . Now, therefore,
“hold him not guiltless, for thou art a wise man, and knewest what
“thou oughtest to do unto him: but his hoar head bring thou down to the
“ grave with blood.”"—(1 Kings ii. 8-9). David would never have given such
directions against Shimei if Shimei’s action had been the obedience of a divine
commandment. And yet David accepted it as from God at the time, saying,
as we have seen, “Let him alone, God hath said unto him, curse David,” from
which it follows that the apparently contradictery proposition may be true,
that a thing may be of God and not of Ged at one and the same time. This
is not hard to receive, where the two sides of an action are taken into account.
Those who recognise only man in the case, will, doubtless, find it impossible
to receive it; but where a man sees the two actors,—man with his objects, and
God using and overruling man’s action with other objects altogether, the
proposition seems simplicity itself,

There are many illustrations of it in the Scriptures. Let us take but two.
The crucifixion of Christ, so far as man was concerned, was a deed of pure
wickedness., It is always set forth in this light.—(Acts ii. 23; vii. 52; xiii. 27-
29). Yet, it was a matter of divine arrangement and execution, as is still more
plainly and frequently declared.—(Acts iv. 27-28; Rom. iii. 25). The afflic-
tions of the Jewish race are referable on the human side to human malice and
rapacity, as everyone knows by experience and as the Scriptures declare.—
(Zech. i. 1-15: Obadiah 10-16). On the divine side, they were the designed
punishment of Israel’s punishments

This double-sidedness of events will be found running through the whole
course of scriptural narrative, Considering that these things were “ written
for our instruction,” the value of this fact is apparent. It helps us rightly to
interpret our experience if we be of those who commit our way to God in
well doing and constant prayer. It enables us to take suffering from the hand
of God even when nothing but a human cause is discernible to the natural eye.
Successful malice and pitiless disaster are thus deprived of half their sting.
We can say of the Shimei’s, “Let them alone: God has sent them;” or of the
prevailing trouble, “ It is of the Lord.” It may be the Lord will lock on my
affliction and bring me again to His habitation.” We do not get to this point
all at once ; but the study of the ways of Providence will bring us to it, step
by step, and day by day.
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No case will help us more than the case of David. The lesson only ceases
with his life. It comes out in the last incidents as well as the first. When he
had the choice of three punishments from God placed before him, for vain-
gloriously numbering the people, he was asked: “ Wilt thou flee three months
before thine enemies ? "—(2 Sam. xxiv. 13). How simply and naturally the
triumph of the enemy is here assumed to be of God. Had David chosen this,
we should have seen a human picture to all intents and purposes—David in
flight and his enemies active and snccessful; yet God would have been in it,
distributing the weakness and the strength.

The closing scene of David’'s life contains one of the most magnificent
recognitions of the principle to be found in all the Scriptures. We cannot do
better than conclude the case of David with the citation of it. Though not
permitted to build the temple, he was allowed to prepare the materials for
Solomon to use. In formally dedicating the immense and costly accumulation
in the presence of the heads of Israel, he made use of the following words,
in which he plainly acknowledges the divine participation in the process that
had enabled him to come to great possessions: “ Both riches and honour come
of Thee and Thou reignest over all. And in Thy hand is power and might,
and in Thy hand it is to make great and to give strength unto all. Now there-
fore our God, we thank Thee and praise Thy glorious name. But who am I and
what is my people that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort?
For all things come of Thee and of Thine own have we given Thee, .

O Lord our God, all this store that we have prepared to build Thec an house

for Thy holy name, cometh of Thine hand and is all Thine own.”
Epitor.

SUNDAY MORNING AT THE BIRMINGHAM CHRISTADELPHIAN
ECCLESIA, No. 116,

‘“Eaxhort one another daily.”—Pavw.

notwithstanding—a connection it may be
said to be found, directly or indirectly,

PrTER, in his old age and his last known
letter, expressed his aaxiety that the

brethren should be mindful of what the
prophets had written. We shall act in
harmony with his desire this morning if we
bestow a little attention on that portion of
the prophetic writings which has been
read from Zechariah.—(Chapter iv.) [t
may not appear te have much connection
with the purpose for which we have met
—to rernewber the Lord in the breaking
of bread. We shall find a connection,

in every part of the Scriptures—not a
wonderful thing in view of the fact
that all Scripture is given by inspir-
ation, and that the testimony for Christ is
the inspiring idea of if all.

The chapter before us presents this
testimony in the form of symbol. This
may be difficult at first to understand;
but the effect of symbol after understanding
is attained, is, to make the matter set
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forth much more vivid and striking to the
understanding than it would he in a merely
literal presentation. Considerable use is
made of symbol throughout the prophetic
writings, though these writings mainly
deal with the literal Jehovah alludes to
the fact in Hosea thus: “] have also
spoken Dby the prophets, and 1 have
multiplied visions and wused simelitudes
by the ministry of the prophets.”—(chap.
xii. 10). If the similitudes were employed
without any clue to their significance,
their use would not be enlightening, but
the clues, iu almost all cases, are supplied
—if not in the immediate context, in some
corresponding part of the word. Diligent
search and comparison will find them.

In some cases it requires no such search;
they lie on the surface. Thus Jeremiah, at
the commencement of his ministry, was
caused to see an almond rod. He was
asked what Le saw, he said, “Isee a rod
of an almond tree.”” **'Then said the Lord
unto him, thou hast well seen, for I will
hasten my word to perform .’ —(i. 12).
Here an almond rod is constituted the
symbol of speed in the execution of the
Lord’s purpose, so that every time it was
seen, it would carry that meaning with it,
in the same way that the scalesin modern
allegory represents justice. The same
prophet was shown a seething pot with its
face towards the uorth, the explanation of
which was added in these words: “Ount of
the north an evil shall break forth upon
all the inhabitants of the land ”—namely,
a military invasion, as the next verse
shows. Consequently a seething pot
would become a symbol of the affliction
arising from the war. Amos was shown
a basket of garnered fruit (chap. viii. 1),
and informed that it signified the com-
pleteness of Israel's iniquity, becauvse of
which Jehovah would bear no longer with
them.

In the chapter in Zechariah, the symbol
is very beautiful, and the explanation
glorious when apprehended in the fulness
of its meaning. The prophet sees two

olive trees, and a seven-branched golden
lamp standing between. From each olive
tree is a golden pipe communicating with
the bowl out of which the seven branches
are supplied with oil. This bowl is atthe
top of the central shaft or stem and at the
bottom or meeting point of the seven
branches. The prophet having attentively
inspected the apparatus, asked the mean-
of it. The answer he received was brief
but pregnant. At first it seems no
answer; but at last it appears complete
and glorious. The answer was: * Not by
might nor by power, but by My spirit, saith
the Lord of Hosts.”” In what way did the
olive-fed candlestick show forth this idea?
1t will not be diffiecnit to perceive this
when one or two simple clues are followed
up.

This was not the first time the seven-
branched golden candlestick had been
symbolically employed. It was part of
the furniture of the Mosiac tabernacle in
the wilderness. A tabernacle of which
Paul says it |'* was a figure tor the time
then present.”’—(Hebrew ix. 9). It was
therefore an element in the ¢shadow of
good things to come.’—(x. 1). Those
good things to come are all covered by, or
summarized in, the intimation early made
by Jehovah to Moses, 1 will fill the
earth with My glory.”” The gospel is a
declaration of this parpose in its detail,
and if there is one feature more con-
spicuous than another, as to the agency by
which this glorious purpose is to be
accomplished, it is the one expressed in
the interpretation of the olive-fed candle-
stick: “not by might, nor by power, but
by My spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.”

But it may be asked, *ris there no
might, is there no power in the spirit of
Jehovah?'’  Yes; in truth there is no
might or power besides, for all might and
all power are of it. What is the meaning
of the contrast then expressed in the
interpretation? Obviously, the contrast
is between human power, and divine
power. It is the coutrast otherwise
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expressed in Paul’s words thus: ** Not
many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble are called . .
. . that no flesh should glory in His
presence.”’ Not by human might, not by
human power, but by the direct operation
of the spirit of God, were the things to be
accomplished that had been foreshown to
Zechariah prior to the vision of the olive-
fed candlestick. What these things are
may be learned from attentive considera-
tion of the matvers exhibited in chapter
ili. They are in brief the emancipation
from mortality which awaits the chosen of
God, the cleansing of the house of Israel
and all nations from their present sin-
polluted state. and the consequent peace
and blessedness that will ensue over all
the earth  These results are to be educed
©not by might nor by power. but by the
spirit of Jehovah!” The reformation of
the world is not to be accomplished by
human power. but by God Himself oper-
ating in the particular form signified by
the symbol shown to Zechariah.

What particular form is this? What is
meant by the oil combusted in the seven
branches being drawn fromn two olive
trees? We perceive the answer when we
look forward to the organization through
which the spirit of God is to illomine the
earth in the day of Jehovah’s glory This
organization is expressed in its simplest
form as Jesus and the saints in corporate
completeness, glorified and imperially en-
throned. But from whom are the elements
of this his One Glorious Body derived ?
There are two sources recognised in the
apostolic writings. Panl having alluded to
Israel after the flesh as *the circumcision”
among whom he remarks the Gentiles are
called ¢ the uncircumcision,” (Eph.ii. 2)
says, ‘“ He (Christ) is our peace who hath
made doth oNe,’ abolishing the law * to
make in himselt of TwaiN one new man,
that he might reconcile b0tk unto God in
one body by the cross,”” He forther says:
““He came and preached peace to yox
which were for off and to them that were

nigh, for throngh him we BoTH have access
by one spirit unto the Father.” The
refereuce is, of conrse, to Jew and Gentile.
The question is. are the Jews and Gentiles
spoken of under the figure of olive
trees 2 The answer comes at once from
Romans xi,, where VPua discoursing of
the natural relation of Jew and Gentile
to the covenants of promise, says to the
Gentiles: ¢ If thou wert cut out of tke
olive tree which is wild by nature and wert
grafted contrary to nature into a good olive
tree, how much more shall these (the
natural branches) be grafted into their own
olive tree 2”—(Romans xi. 24). If this
idea were enigmatically presented, in
reference to the glorious ending of the
matter in the day of * the manifestation
of the sons of God,”” how could it be more
strikingly done than in Zechariah's
symbolism —an illuminating apparatus
fed by material drawn from two olive
trees? The flame would tell us of the
Spirit, which transforms and empowers
the saints in the day of their glory; the
oil, of the calied and chosen persons
through whom the spirit will be mani-
fested; the olive trees, of the two great
sections of mankind (as they are grouped
in relation to God) from whom the saints
are seiected. The golden pipes through
which the oil was conveyed from the trees
to the lampstand, would also tell us the
principle on which the selection is made.
Gold, in moral similitude, is always
employed to express the idea of tried
faith, “ When ¥ am tried, I shall come
forth as go/d.”’— (Job xxiii. 10). * That
the trial of your faith, being wuch more
precious than gold that perisheth, though
it be tried with fire, might be fouad unto
praise and honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ.” — (1 Peteri. 7).
The golden pipes through which all the
oil must pass that finds its way to the
illominating lampstand, to be used there
in the manifestation of the divine glory,
are a symbolic intimation of the fact that
* without faith it is impossible to please
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God,” and that no one may hope for a
place in the glorified body of Christ who
has not in mortal probation, glorified God
by a stedfast faith in His promises in the
midst of affliction.

All parts of the symbolism wunite in
proclaiming the fact that the salvation in
due time to be accomplished ia the earth
is not of human might or power. It is
“according to the riches of his grace,
wherein He hath abounded towards us in
all wisdom and prudence, having made
unto us the mystery of His will, according
to His good pleasure which He hath pur-
posed in Himself, that in the dispenzation
of the fulness of times He might gather
together in one all things in Christ.’—
(Ephesians i, 7-10). Even as regards the
preliminary adoption of which believers
are now subject, it is ¢ not of works lest
any man should boast’” ¢ By grace
(favour) are they saved through faith.”
God, in His favour, has condescended to
appoint and accept their faith as righteous-
ness: this is not an arrangement of them-
selves: it is the gift of God, ¢ Who hath
predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the good pleasure of His
will.” Much more is the resurrection
sequel “ not by might nor by power but
by My Spirit,” for who can refashion and
glorify the dead but God only by His
Spirit through Christ to whom He has
given the power of using it for this
purpose ? ’

By a happy coincidence, we have the
symbol of the golden candlestick in the
New Testament portion of our reading as
well as in our reading from Zechariah.
The seven golden candiesticks seen by
John in Patmos are not the same as those
in Zechariah, except in the sense of being
involved as an element of these, Those
of Zechariah comprehend those of John
in the sense in which the New Jerusalem
comprehends the saints as they now are
—that is, as a thing involved and not as a
thing expressly represented. Zechariah’s

olive-fed golden candlestick shows us the
One Body glorified, those ot John, the
One Body w the day of its development
and probation. The symbol is the same
because the thing signified is the same,
though at a different time and in a
different relation. A tried faith giving
forth the light of testimony is the idea
proximately manifest in the golden
candlestick ; in weakness now ; in power
and glory in the day of the manifestation
of the sons of God.

As applicable to the present time, there
is special significance and usefulness in
the symbol of the candlestick when we
consider the leading idea associated with
it. Men do not light a candlestick, says
Jesus, to put it under a table, but to put
it on the table that all in the house may
have light. To represent a community
by a candlestick is to intimate that its
function is to maintain and exhibit the
light. This is the plain lesson of the
apocalyptic candlesticks.  “The seven
candlesticks are (or represent) the seven
ecclesias.”” Seven stand for the whole,
The messages sent to the seven (Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia, and Laodicea) were each
accompanied with the intimation that they
were for “ him that had ears to hear,”
generally. Therefore the symbols of the
seven are the symbols of all similar
communities wherever found. The friends
of Christ are a light-bearing community
in all ages. They speak of and uphold
the exhibition of the testimony of God,
whether men will hear or forbear. In
this they are to be discerned from the
sluggish and dark-minded, who are
Christians so-called. Jesus says of them
plaiuly, “Ye are the light of the world ”
(Matt, v. 14), and he tells them to let
their light shine—(verse 16). Therefore,
however unpalatable to men, they are
those who ¢“speak of the glory of
Jekovah’s kingdom and tell of His power.”’
The light appertaining to them is not of
or in themselves: it is the light that has
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come from God by revelation to prophet
and apostle, and which, being written,
becomes an illumination through the word
written to all who stuady it. Hence, they
can all say with David, * Thy word is a
lamp to my feet and a light unto my
path,” They are men in whom the word
of Christ dwells richly, as Paunl exhorted
—in whom therefore the light shines.
Where this is the case, there will be a
showing of the light, in some way or
other, every one in his own way and
according to bis own measure, but still
showing the light, Their life will be a
testimony for Christ in some way or other:
otherwise they are no part of the candle-
stick by which Christ is pleased to
symbolise his ecclesia in the present state,

Men obtained adwission into the com-
munity of the believers in the apostolic
age who did not possess or ever acquire
the characteristics of that community.
dude refers to them as ‘““men crept in
unawares.” Paal speaks of them with
tears, as “many’’ who were in reality the
enemies of the cross of Christ, and who
minded earthly things. Peter describes
them as * false teachers, whose pernicious
ways many should follow, and by reason
of whom the way of truth should be evil
spoken of.” Jesus had foretold the same
thing in likening the kingdom of heaven
in its doctrinal operations, te a net let
down into the sea, iuto which all manner
of fish would come, good and bad. The
couclusion to be deducted from this is that
it is necessary to exercise discrimination
with regard to men calied brethren whose
influence and teaching are in opposition
to the mind of the Spirit as embodied in
the word. There will always be such:
we must try every one, yea, ourselves
also, by the one standard Jesus com-
mended the brethren in the seven ecclesias
addressed for this very thing: The very
first words of the entire series of messages
are: *“ I know thy works and thy labour,
thy patience and how thou canst not bear
them that are evil = and thou hast trisd them

that say they are apostles and are not, and
hast found them liars.”’ On the other hand,
we find him condemning the carelessness
and indifference of some ecclesias who
tolerated wrong teaching in their midst.
Thus to Pergamos, ke says; ‘I have a
few thing against thee, becaunse thon
hast there them that hold the doctrine
of Balaam. . . . 8o hast thou
also them that hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitanes,”” To Thyatira, he says, “I
have a few things against thee, because
thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which
called herself a prophetess, to teach and
to seduce my servants,” &c. The tendency
of such teaching is manifestly in palpable:
contradiction to the spirit of the present
age, which inculcates a ¢‘charity ”’ that
would sacrifice the truth to- peace and
love. There can be no peace or love
acceptable to God that is not based upon
that wisdom which as James says, is
« first pure, then peaceable.”” The truthy
in faith and practice, is the rale of fellow~
ship and peace with every son of God.
He will be considered bigoted and-
uvncharitable; but what matters the
unfavourable opinion of men if the Lord
Jesus approve at his coming? ¢ We
must coutend earnestly for the faith once
delivered to the saints.” So says an
apostle, and he is a higher authority than
the uninspired thinkers and speculators
of an easy-guing age It but requires to
be added that this faithfal contention in
the heads of true men will not degenerate
into cantankerousness or bitterness : in the
hands of such, it will be done in the true
spirit of kindness and forbearance, anxious
only for the ascendancy of the truth as
Paunl prescribes: ** The servant of the
Lord must not strive, but be gentle unto
all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness
instruct those that oppose themselves.”

A further feature of these messages
deserves special notice before closing. lt
is a feature bringing comfort and en-
couragement. |t is the frequent occuor-
rence of the word *“repent.” To almost
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every one of the seven ecclesias. this
command is addressed. To such of the
L.aodiceans who were ¢ neither cold nor
hot. but lukewarm.” we are not surprised
at such an exhortation: but even Ephesns,
commended for their vigilance in the
detection of spiritual imposture is similarly
advised: ¢ Remember trom whence thou
art fallen, and repent and do the first
works.” To Sardis. ¢ Having a name to
live but being dead,” we expect to hear
the words addressed, ‘‘ Re watchful and
strengthen the things that remain which
are ready to die. . . . rvepent;”
but we find a similar exhortation to
Pergamos, of whom it had been testified :
¢ Thou holdest fast my name and hast
not denied my faith’ It might be
suggested that there was little comfort to
be found in this general necessity for
exhortation to repentance. The comfort
lies here: Cbrist addresses his own

brethren in these messages, He therefore

illustrates in this way the fact overlooked
in some systems of interpretation: that
we are all invited to renew our ways
be‘ore God. Some have taught that
defection in the saints is unpardonable,
This is only true as applicable to pre-
sumptnous and wilful sin. It is not true
as applicable to sins of weakness, such as
Peter's denial of the Lord through the
comhined effect of cold, unslentness, fear,
and the unanticipated surrender of Christ
to the hands of his enemies. This dis-
crimination is important: it will give
heart and hope to every struggling
believer. Let us never givein. Let us
die fighting. If we are oppressed with the
consciousness of past rewmissness, let us
listen to the words of Christ who in
addressing the seven ecclesias of Asia,
spoke to his brethren everywhere for all
time : ¢ Repent and do the first works ”

Epitor,

THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE TREASURES OF THE SPIRIT.

By F. R. SHUTTLEWORTH.

RerereNcE TaBrer No. 206.

SPRAY FROM THE WATER OF
LIFE.

Tue complete brotherly character of the
first century relation of one believer to
another, in their co-overative companion-
ship for the work of the truth, is well
exhibited in the following endearing
descriptions, viz, ¢ fellow citizens,”” “ fellow
disciples,” “fellow heirs,” ¢ fellow help-
ers,” ¢ fellowlabourers.” ¢ fellow servants,”’
fellow soldiers,”” fellow workers,” and
« fellow prisoners.”

Spirit bodies, unlike flesh and blood,
can come and go like the wind, without
the possibility of being tracked. Such
are the angels; and such in due time those
who are to bear the ‘‘image of the
heavenly,” and such the Lord Jesus for

thirty-nine days out of the forty that he
was upon the earth, following his resurrec-
tion.—(John iii. 8; Luke xxiv. 36; Heb.
i 7).

Tt is as incumbent upon the brethren
that they stir one another up to a lively
remembrance of their privileges and respon-
sibilities, as it is necessary to emliven a
coal fire by the same process.—(2 Peter
iii. 1).

To say things that are not right and
trne about a man is an unneighbourly
breach of the second commandment ;
but to perpetrate the same offence
towards God is a still more and all-import-
ant infraction of the first commandment
of all. The latter was the charge which
God made against Job’s three friends.—
(Job xlii. 7).

The beautiful phrase “clothed upon,”
used by Paunl to express the enveloping
power of the Spirit, whereby the change to
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incorruption is to be effected, would seem
to have no counterpart in any other part
of the Scriptures, were it not for a marginal
reading which is strictly according to the
Hebrew, to be found in 2 Chron. xxiv 20,
which reads: “ And the Spirit of God
clothed upon Zechariah:’’ in this case how-
ever, not for immortality but fer the
purpose of divine communicstion.

Christ is the national hope of his nation,
and of all nations upon earth, although
thus far they all be blind to this gloriously
revealed fact.-~(Luke i.; Isaiah lx., lv.,
xlix,; Ps. ii., lxvii.; Mie. iv.; Rom. xv.;
Gal. iil.)

There is but one individual hope as Paul
says (Eph. iv. 4), and therefore when we
read of the “ hope of Israel,”” the “ hope of
life,” the *“ hope of salvation,” the ¢ hope
of glory,” the “hope of promise,” the
“hope of resurrection,” and the “hope of the
gospel;” we may be guite sure that these
are only so many different aspects and
elements of the one manifold purpose of
God, which centres in Christ, who is there-
fore, as the apostle says, “our hope.”’—
(1 Tim. i. 1)

RerFERENCE TaBLET No. 207,

DEATH PENALTIES.

The following is a list of the principal
crimes in the Bible to which the penalty
of death was attached, and carrfed into
effeet by divine authority; as best marking,
for all generations, His sense of the
heinousness of many offences which appear
but too frequently to mankind to be of
trifling or pardonable consequence.

For eating of forbidden fruit.—(Gen. ii.
174 iil. 19).

For murder.—(Num. xxxv. 31).

For smiting father or mother.—(Exod.
xxi. 15).

For ox goring (where a known proclivity ).
—(Ex. xxi. 29).

For man stealing.—(Ex. xxi. 16).

For necromancy.— (Ex. xxii. 18).

For bestiality — (Ex. xxii. 19).

For offering strange fire. —(Lev. x. 1-2).

For cuarsing father or mother.— {Lev.
xX. 9).

For offering human sacrifices.—(Lev.
XX, 2),

For adultery.—(Lev. xx. 10),

For sodomy.—(Lev xx. 13).

For marriage to mother and daughter.
—(Lev. xx. 14).

For blaspheming Jehovah's name.—
(Lev, xxiv, 16).

For Sabbath breaking.— (Num. xv. 25;
Ex. xxxv. 2).

For rebellion. —(Num. xv; 1 Sam. xv,
23; Jos. i. 18).

For enticing to idolatry.—(Deut. xifi.
6-10).

For whoredom.—(Deut. xxii. 21).

For tomching Mount Sinai upon the
occasion of the divine presence,—{Ex. xx.
13).

For disobedience to parents.—(Deut.
xxi. 18-21).

For touching holy things —(Num. iv.
15).
For usurping the priests’ office.—(Num.
xvii. 7).

For being guilty of idolatry.—(Deut.
xvii, 2-7).

For incest.—(Lev. xx. 17),

For appropriating forbidden
(Josh. vii. 20-25).

For lying to the Holy Spirit.—(Acts v).

There is also a sin unto death under the
law of Christ (John iv. 6), tor which there
is neither forgiveness in this world nor in
the world to come.—( Matt, xii 22). This
sin consisted in attributing the wondertul
works which Jesus did by the Spirit of
God, to demonaical agency. But
besides this it has to be added that any
wnrepented course of sin will yield
the same result at last. This scripturally-
attested fact may be tabulated as follows:
viz., that death (second death) will be
awarded by Christ

For unrepented adultery.

For unrepented fornication.

For unrepented uncleanness.

For unrepented lasciviousness.

For unrepented idolatry.

For unrepented witcheraft,

For unrepented hatred,

For unrepented variance.

For unrepented carnal emulation.

For unrepented wrath.

For unrepented strife.

For nurepented sedition.

For unrepented heresy.

For unrepented envy.

For unrepented drunkenness

For other such like things.—(Gal. v).

That a certain class of nnrepentant and
incorrigible offenders will be actually
excluded from the kingdom of God, and
given over to die again without mercy,
and without the possibility of further
redemption, is well established in the
following list of those who shall be the
subjects of the second and *fiery indig-
nation” which shall devour the adver-
suries; hence there is appointed—

spoil,—
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Second death to the fearful.

Second death to the unbelieving.

Second dedth to the abominable.

Second death to marderers.

Second death to whoremongers.

Second death to sorcerers.

Second deatli to idolators, and

Final death to all liars.—(Rev. xxi).

It only remains to be said that the old-
fashioned scriptural forms of speech, as
they were rendered in king James's days,
have been adhered to in the definition of
capital offences, In explanation of which,
however, it has to be said that although
these appear gross and uncouth when
compared with the more polite and elegant
forms of speech, by which sin is so daintily
defined in modern times, they, nevertheless,
whilst comprehending all the more literal
and debasing species of iniquity, ut the
same time include those higher and more
spiritual counterparts, which are none the
less deadly, such as spiritual idolatry
(covetousness), spiritual sorcery (religious
bewitchment), spiritual whoremongery
tworldly alliances), spiritual murder (the
malicions hatred of a brother—1 John iii.
15), spiritual lying (to wit, saying the soul
isimmortal, &c.), and spiritual abomination
(things highly esteemed among men.—
Luke xvi. 15.)

ReFERENCE Tasrer No. 208,

PROVERBS FOR ALL AGES.

The following selections of provetbs
receive a very ample and faithful fulfilment
in the present truly evil and benighted
state of things upon the earth.

“When the wicked beareth rule the
people mourn.”— (xxix. 2).

“ When the wicked are multiplied trangs
gression increaseth.”’—(xxix. 16.)

“ The bloodthirsty hate the upright.—
(xxix. 10.)

““ The Prince that wanteth understand-
ing is a great oppressor.”’—(xxviii. 16.)

“There is a generation whose teeth are
as swords, and their jaw teeth as koives to
devour the poor from off the earth.”—
(xxx 14.)

* Most men will proclaim every one his
own goodness, but a faithful man who can
find?”—(xx. 6.)

“There is a generation that are pure in
their own eyes. and yet is not washed from
their filthiness.” —(xxx 12.)

“It is naught, it is naught saith the
huyer: but when he is gone his way, there
he boasteth,”—(xx. 14.)

““The Lord hath made all things for
Himself ; yea, even the wicked, for the
day of evil.”’—(xvi. 4.)

“ The foolishness of man perverteth his
way; and his heart fretteth against the
Lord.”—(xix. 3 )

The appended citation of millennial
proverbs will have their amplest and most
delightful fulfilment in the kingdom and
age to come, when Christ and his chosen
shall reign over all in tranquillity and
lasting joy.

“When the righteous are in sauthority
the people rejoice.” —(xxix. 2

“The King by judgment establisheth
the land.” —(xxix. 4.)

“The righteous considereth the cause of
the poor.’—(xxix. 7.)

* When righteous men do rejoice therg
is great glory.’—(xxviii. 12.)

“ When the wicked perish the righteous
increase.”—(xxviii. 28.)

“ The candle of the wicked shall be put
out,” —(xxiv. 20.)

*“ Take away the wicked from before the
King, and his throne shall be established
in righteousness.””—(xxv. 5.)

** A wise king scattereth the wicked and
bringeth the wheel over them.”—(xx. 26.)

“Mercy and truth preserve the king,
and his throne is upholden by mercy.”’—
(xx 28.)

“The king that faithfully judgeth the
poor, his throne shall be established for
ever —(xxix, 14.)

“ A divine sentence is in the lips of the
king, his mouth transgresseth not im
judgment.”’—(xvi. 10.

“In the light of the king’s countenance
is life ; and his favour is as a cloud of the
latter rain.” — (xvi. 15.)

“ The house of the wicked shall be over-
thrown: but the tabernacle of the upright
shall flourish,” —(xiv, 11.)

“ The king’s wrath is as the roaring of a
lion ¢« but his favour is as dew upon
grass.”’—(xxx. 12.)

“A king that sitteth in the throne of
judgment scattereth away all evil with his
eyes.”—(xx. 8)

By the blessing of the upright the
city is exalted.”—(x1. 11.)

* By me (wisdom) kings reign and
princes decree justice.” —(viil. 15.)

“The righteous shall never be removed:
but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth.”
—(x. 30.)

* When it goeth well with the righteous,
the city rejoiceth: but when the wicked
perish there is shouting.”—(xi. 10.)






