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The Christadelphian,

“He (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father) ;
Sor whiclh cause ke is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.” —(Heb. ii. 11.)

4 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THE
soNs oF Gop.”—(Rom. viii. 19).

No. 175. JANUARY, 1879. Vol. XVI.

THE PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUSR,

By Dgr. Tuomas.

T'ie rich man and Lazarus is a parable illustrating & mystery of the Kingdom
of God. Now the question is, What is that mystery, or hidden thing, which
it illustrates? Our answer is, that it illustrates the saying contained in
Luke xiii. 30; and in Matthew xix. 30; also the xx chapter and 16th verse,
namely, “ Behold there are last which shall be first, and there are first which
shall be last.” If it be inquired when and where ? we reply, When the “first
which shall be last” ¢ shall see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and all the prophets
in the kingdom of God, and they lhemselves thrust out” If it be asked, what
is meaut by being * tormented in this flame ?”7  We answer, to be the subject
of “weeping and gnashing of teeth,” because of being thrust out of the
kingdom: the thrusting out being twofold; first, by the Roman power when
the Mosaic constitution of Israel’s commonwealth was subverted; and second,
by their exclusion from the kingdom subsequently to their resurrection to
judgment. In short, what is testified in Luke xiii. 24-30, without a figure,
is parabolically represented in Luke xvi. 19-31.

The rich man and the beggar in the similitude represent two classes of
Israclites. The former represents the “ workers of iniquity ” whom Jesus was
addressing, and who at that time were “first,”” being the rulers and leaders
of the people, and wore purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day.
These were they who sought to enter into the kingdom, but should not be able.
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They would then, when the door was
shat, ery Lord, Lovd, open to us!
We have eaten and drank in thy
presence and thou hast tanght in our
streets!  Bat all this will avail them
nothing. It was their analice that
brought thein 1o his presence, and
their fears ol the people that per-
mitted him, for a time, to go at
farge in their streets. “ Depart fromn
nme, 1 know not whence ye are, ye
workers of iniquity "—*¢ Depart from
me, | say, ye cursed into the enduring
fire prepared for the devil and his
cmissaries "—this is all the response
the upper “ten thousand” of the
nation will be able to clicit from the
king when he promotes “the blessed
of his Father to the possession ol the
kingdom prepared for them from the
foundation ot the world.”

The beggar in the parable represents
“the blessed of the Father,” who in
the  forty second  generation  were
“the last,” the helpless among the
people, the poor of the flock—and
therefore named “ Lazarus)” or God's
help, for Ile alone s their helper,
pulling down the mighty from their
thrones and  exalting  them of low
degree; filling the hungry with good
things, while the rich He sends cipty
away.—(Imke i, 52)  Of this class
were the least of the king’s Lrethren.,
They were Tull of sores and desiring
to be fed from the leavings of the
rich and roling class of the nation,
They were hungry, but {heir princely
superiors gave them no meat; they
were thirsty, but they gave them no
drink; strangers at their  gates, bul
they took them not ing naked, but
they clothed them not; sick in prison,
but they visited them not. These
were thelr sores which experienced
no reliel at the hands of the purple-
clad and Tuxurions livers of their age,

Now the parable represents a perfeet
and  entire chanee of fortune with
respect  to those Awo  classes;  for
Abraham s represented as saying to
thesvieh  Jsraclite; © Son, remember
that thon in thy liletime receivedst
thy good things and likewise Lazarus
evil things; but now he 1s comforted
and thou art tormented.”  Here it

will be perceived they change situa-
tions— the hungry are filled  with
good things, that is, “ arc comforted;”
while the rich are sent empty away,
that is, “are tormented” cven worse
than the poor whom in their previous
lifetime they had despised.  When,
however, the poor brethren in Christ
are comforted, the mean-spirited rich,
their former oppressors, are represented
as pitcously supplicating their favour;
but no mercy will be shown themn; for
“he shall have judgment without
mercy that hath showed no merey;”
and “with what weasure y¢ mete, it
shall be measured Lo you again.”

The parable then brings to view
two states—a present, or lifctime
state; and a fature, or siate of com-
fort or torment, as the class may be.
The “now,” when the righteouws shall
be comforted, appewrs to be when the
two classes, conlemporary with the
days of his lesh, shall both stand in
His presence, when 1e, as King,
attended by all is holy angcls, shall
sit on the throne of 1lis glory.—
(Matt. xxv. 31; 2 Thess. 1. 7, 8.)
This has not come to pass yet.  ‘there
must therefore be a reswrrection of
these two classes of lsraelites, accord-
ing to the words of the prophet.—
(Daniel xii. 1,2.)  When tlhishappens,
the rich will sec the poor in Abraham’s
bosom, and  themsclves, like Cain,
driven out of the country where the
kingdom will then be, “1nto a place
of torment.”  But where will thisbe?
“lar oft” from where  Abrabamy,
Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets
then are. Fav off as to distance; and
as the kingdom is to be established
in the Jand of Isracl, it will be far
off in relation to that country; from
which, having risen from the dead,
they are expelled from the presence
of the Lord. DBut this country ol
their  exile is  a place where an
unquenchable, or au enduring fire i

prepared  for the devil and  his
enussaries: ¢ for, beliold the Lord
will come with fire, and with s

charioty, like a whirlwind to render
Uis anger with fury, and s vebuke
with lames of fire. For by fire and

by His sword will the Lord plead
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with all flesh, and the slain of the
Lord shall be many.”—(Isaiak Ixvi.
15,16.)

The devil and his emissaries Arc
thus alluded to in the Apocalypse.
“The great Dragon was cast out (of
the heaven, c. xii. 8,) that old Serpent,
surnamed the Devil and Satan, who
misleads the whole empire: he was
cast out into the earth, and his
emissaries were cast out with him.”
This is a symbolic representation of
what came to pass in that great
revolution when the face of the
Roman world was changed by Con-
stantine. The Devil and his emissaries
here represent “the accusers of the
brethren,” or party hostile to the
Kingdom of God and the power of
His Christ. This party reappears in
Revelations xiv., and is referred to
in these words: “If any man worship
the beast and his image, and receive
his mark in his forehead, or in his
hand, the same shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is
poured out without mixture into the
cup of his indignation: and he shall
be tormented with fire and brimstone
in the presence of the holy angels,
and in the presence of the Lamb: and
the smoke of their torment ascendeth
unto ages of ages,” (eés atonas atonon).
This tormenting in the presence of
the holy angels and the Lamb, is the
war waged between them and the
Beast and the kings of the ecarth and

~their armies, or “the goats.” The
result of the war is thus expressed:
“ And the Beast was taken and with
him the false prophet, &c. These
both were cast into a lake of fire
buming with briinstone.—(Rev. xix.
19, 20.) That is, the territory on
which the dominions exist, symbolized
by the Beast and the false prophet,
shall become a lake of fire burning
with the flame of artillery in war.
This territory is Germany, or *the
land of Magog,” Italy, France,
Belgium, Spain, Hungary, and Grecce.
“T will send,” says God, “a fire upon
Magog, and among them that dwell

carelessly in the isles.”—(Bzekiel
xxxix. 6.) So that the lightnings

of heaven will be added to the flames

of war. This contest with the nations
results in the prostration of all the
thrones, or kingdoms of the world,
and their transfer to Jesus and the
saints. This overthrow is described
as the laying hold on the Dragon,
that old Serpent, which is the Devil
and Satan, and the binding him for a
thousand years.—(Revelations xx. 2.)
But at the end of this period of
peace and blessedness, the Devil, or
sin-power, reappears on the arena.
He invades the Land of Israel with
his hosts, but is driven back, or cast
into the lake of fire and brimstone,
the territory where the Beast and
false prophet met their fate a thousand
years before, and there he is tormented
as they were day and night unto the
ages of the ages—eis tous aionas lon
aionon. During this war death and
the grave, that is, the unrighteous
dead surrendered by the grave, are
thrust out and exiled to the seat of
the war, and thus cast into the lake
of fire to encounter death by fire
and sword. Their fall is to them
their second death: *“for whosoever
was not found written in the book
of life was cast into the lake of fire,
which is the sccond death.”

This territorial lake of fire is “ the
place of torment,” ¢ far off”’ from the
territory of the kingdom, where
Abraham and the Lazzaroni ‘ are
comforted.” The pre-millennial and
postmillennial judgments wupon the
nations are consummated in this place;
and while these judgments are in
progress, the unrighteous who have
died under times of knowledge, baving
been raised from among the dead, are
driven like Cain from the presence of
the Lord, to partake in the torment
with which the nations are being
judged. In the exegesis of the
parable we contine ourselves to the
rich and beggar classes of Israel;
because it is concerning them alone
that the Lord is speaking. The
judgment of Gentiles must be con-
sidered under a different aspect. The
unrighteous in Israel of the forty-
second generation (for we are con-
sidering this more particularly) will
be raised to enduring shame and
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contempt; will weep and gnash their
teeth at the cruel destiny they have
brought upon themselves by their own
maduess and folly; and will he “thrust
out” of the land of promise, and
exiled to the papal countries as the
place of their enduring punishment;
where they will be subject to all the
evils of the pre-millennial wrath and
fury of their offended and insulted
king, for whose death they clamoured
when Pilate would have let him go.
Then they were zealous for the favour
of Cemsar; with Cwesar then they will
perish, when “ God shall rain upon
the wicked snares, fire and brimstone
and a horrible tempest, for this is the
portion of their cup.”—(Psalins xi.
6; Isaiah xxx. 30, 33; Ezekiel xxxviii.
22.

In the parable, the post-millennial
judgment of dead men is not brought
mnto view. We shall therefore merely
remark here in passing, the “rest of
the dcad” not raised to everlasting
or enduring shamc and contempt at
the pre-millennial coming of the Lord,
and the unrighteous dead, who, having
died under the millennial reign, are
raised at the end thereof,—thesec, we
say, will meet their doom in cominon
with the rebel nations, Gog and Magog,
which will be exterminated at the end
of the thousand years. If the reader
studies Matthew xxv., he will perceive
a comnmingling of individual convicts
with the nations of the left, styled
the goats. Combined personal and
national judgment at the pre-millennial
and post-millennial epochs is the order
of things in relation to wicked men
and wicked nations, whose long-
suffered iniquity is full. The wicked-
ness of the goat-nations will be
extreme and wmalignant, when this
new element aguinst God and His
king i ¢d among them by
the resurrcetion and exile of the old
eneimies of the Lord. Serpents and
a generation of vipers were they in
their  former lifetime; death and
vesurrection will not have changed
them. Wheu they awake from the
dnst, they will be serpents still, and
willing instruments of all evil they
may be permitted to do. They must

arise to judgment; for the eartl’s
surface is at once the arema of the
reward of righteousness, the punish-
ment of sin, and the destruction of
the devil and his works.

Having illustrated the principle of
the first being last, and the last first,
by the changed condition of the rich
man and the beggar, Jesus proceeds
to extract a moral precept from the
premisses for the benefit of those rich
men who had not then as yet become
tenants of the tomb. Abraham was
requested by the sufferer to send the
beggar to his father’s house to testify
to his brethren, lest they should be
thrust out and exiled to the conntry
of his wretched existence. Now this
is the precept put into the mouth of
Abraham, to which also we would do
well to take heed, “They have Moses
and the prophets, let thew hear them.”
But knowing how little regard they
had for Moses and the prophets, he
concluded that if this was all the
testimony to be granted thewm, their
case was hopeless. Therefore he
added, “Nay, father Abraham: but if
one went unto them from the dead, they
will repent.” Dut Abraham is made
to say, ‘“If they hear not Moses and
the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded though one rose from the
dead.” This saying was verified in
the fact that though Jesus rose from
the dead, and that they were notified
of its reality by the state-guard and
by the apostles, yet they were not
and would not be persuaded to ac-
knowledge him, and accept repent-
ance and life through his nane.

The parable represents, by antici-
pation, the relation of things between
the “first” and the “last” which
will actually obtain when the king-
dom is established in the land of
Israel.  The things set forth are
beyond the resurrection, not betore it.
At the time of the supposed conver-
sation, the parable rvepresents the
parties as dead. It is a fictitions con-
versation between suppositious dead
men concerning what is in relation to
the then living, and what will Dbe
hereafter in regard to themselves then
dead. We have an example in Isaiah
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of the dead holding discourse in the
parable against the King of Babylon.
The dead kings of the nations are
there made to address him in these
words: ““Art thou also become weak
as we? Art thou become like unto
us? Thy pomp is brought down to
the grave and the noise of thy viols ;
the worm is spread under thee and
the worms cover thee. How art thou
fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of
the morning! How art thou cut
down to the ground that didst
weaken the nations! For thou hast
said in thy heart, I will ascend to
heaven; I will exalt my throne above
the stars of God; I will sit also upon
the mount of the congregation in the
sides of the north; I will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; [
will be like the Most High. Yet thou
shalt be brought down to hell, to the
sides of the pit. They that see thee
shall narrowly look upon thee and
consider thee, saying, Is this the man
that made the earth to tremble, that
did shake kingdoms? that made the
world as a wilderness, that destroyed
the cities thereof; that opened not the
house of his prisoners?” Here the
dead kings are made to rejoice over
their fallen adversary by anticipation;
for at the time Isaiah penned this
parable, the kings were not even born,
and Belshazzar had not fallen from
the political heaven. It was written
in the reign of Ahaz or Hezekiah,
about 130 years before Nebuchad-
nezzar, ‘‘the destroyer of the Gen-
tiles ” began lis conquests, and about
200 Lefore Belshazzar was slain in the
midst of his revels. The parable was,
therefore, prophetic of what should
be when the time of the fall of the
Chaldean dynasty should arrive; and
80 also the parable of the rich man
and the beggar is prophetic, not his-
torical, but an anticipative fictitious
narrative, prophetic of what shall ob-

tain when the kingdom of God is
established in the land.

In regard to certain expressions in
this parable, we may remark that two
things are affirmed of the beggar:
“he died,” and was “ carried.” Query:
was he carried into Abraham’s bosom
by the angels as soon as he died, or
when ? If as soon as he died, then
he was laid in the field of Mach-
pelah; for there the dust once called
Abrahamn was deposited. This, how-
ever, is not testified, thercfore we
cannot affirm it. To a man instructed
in the kingdom, there is but one other
alternative, namely, Abraham is sup-
posed to have been raised and the
beggar also, and the two brought
together by the angels; but they were
both really dead, an idea that is kept
up in the conversation. The rich man
also died, and was buried. He had a
pompous funeral, which the beggar
had not. TLazarus is not even said to
have been put under ground, unless
we take the words “was carried ” to
signify his being placed there. The
rich man was buried ““in hell,” that
is, “in the unseen’—en o hado—
in the grave or tomb. Before falling
into dust, he is supposed to have a
vision of the future. He lifts up his
eyes and sees. He exists bodily, as
it were. He suffers physically, for
his tongue is hot, and, being in flame,
he is scorched. Lazarus is also cor-
poreal and not a shade, for he has a
finger. This the sufferer perceives,
and desires that the tip of it may be
moistened with water and applied to
his tongue. These incidents are
enough to prove that the scene has
nothing to do with “disembodied
spirits,” for all partics here are cor-
poreal and proximate to water in
abundance.—Herald of the Kingdom
and Age to Come, June, 1851, with a
reference to the Herald of the Future
Age, vol. iii. p. 211.
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«THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK,”

(Specially set apart for the Worship of the Lord, by Apostolic Believers.)

To HoNOUR the first day of the week
and specially devote it to the worship
and service of Yahweh Elokim is to
follow the example set before us by
the apostles of our Lord. It was upon
this day that they, together with the
disciples, met for the special object
of commemorating the sufferings,
death and resurrection of our beloved
Saviour. The practice of assembling
together on that day was instituted by
the Lord himself, as we learn from
the record of John xx. 19, 26: “Then
the same day at evening, being the
first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were
assembled for fear of the Jews, came
Jesus and stood in their midst, and
saith unto them: “Peace be with
you.' And after eight days, again
his disciples were within and Thomas
with them. Then came Jesus, the
doors being shut, and stood in the
midst and said: ‘Peace be with you.’”

In order that there may be no mis-
understanding concerning the views
which were held by the Dr. upon this
subject, we will quote from his own
words, as recorded in Elpis Israel:
“On the first day of the creation
week, God said: ‘Let there be light,
and there was light;’ so on the first
day of the week, the ‘TRUE LigaT’
came forth from the darkness of the
tomb, like dew from the womb of the
morning. This event constituted the
day after the Sabbath, or cighth day,
the day of the Lord’s resurrection.
This day is also notable on account of
the special interview which occurred

between Jesus and his disciples after
his resurrection. He ascended to
heaven on this day, even the forty-
third from his crucifixion; and, seven
days after, that is the fiftieth, being
that Lord’s day styled the Day of
Pentecost, the gift of the Holy Spirit
was poured out on the apostles, and
the gospel of the kingdom preached for
the first time IN HIS NAME. Tower
being in the hands of their enemies,
the Christians of the Hebrew nation
still continued to observe the seventh
day according to the custom. Hence
we find the apostles frequenting the
synagogues on the Sabbath Days and
reasoning with the people out of the
Scriptures. To have done otherwise
would have been to create an un-
necessary prejudice and to let slip one
of the best opportunities of intro-
ducing the gospel to the attention of
the Jewish public. While they fre-
quented these, however, on the
seventh day, they assembled them-
selves together with the disciples
whose assemblies constituted the
churches of the saints and of God.

In Paul's letter to the He-
brew Christians, he exhorts them ‘not
to forsake the assembling of them-
selves together” Such an exhorta-
tion as this implies a stated time and
place of assembly. On what day,
then, did the churches of the saints
meet to exhort one another to pro-
voke to love and good works ? Cer-
tainly not on the seventh day; for
then the apostles were in the
synagogues. What day more appro-
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priate than the Lord’s day, or first
day of the week ? Now it cannot be
affirmed that the saints were com-
manded to meet on this day, because
there is no testimony to that effect in
the New Testament; but it is beyond
dispute that they did assemble them-
selves together on the first day of the
week, and the most reasonable infer-
ence is that they did so in obedience
to the instructions of the apostles,
from whose teaching they derived all
their faith and practice which consti-
tuted them the disciples of Jesus.
The ¢dispensation of the fulness of
times,” popularly styled the millen-
nium, will be the antitype or substance
of the Mosaic feast of tabernacles,
which was a ‘shadow of things to
come.’ In this type or pattern, Israel
were to rcjoice before the Lord for
seven days, beginning on the fifteenth
day of the seventh month, when
they had gathered the fruit of the
land. In reference to the first day of
the seven, the law says: ‘It shall be
a holy convocation; ye shall do no
servile work therein.” This was what
we call Sunday. The statute then
continues: ‘on the eighth day, also
Sunday, ‘shall be a holy convocation
unto you, and ye shall offer an
offering made Ly fire unto the Lord;
it is a solemn assembly, and ye shall
do no servile work therein.’ Again:
‘On the first day shall be a Sabbath,
and on the eighth day shall be a
Sabbath.”  Thus in this ‘pattern of
things in the heavens,’ the first and
eighth days are constituted holy days,
in which no work was to be done. It
also represents the palin-bearing or
victorious ingathering of the Twelve
Tribes of TIsrael from their present

‘times of the apostles.

dispersion to the land of their fathers,
when the Lord shall set his hand a
second time to recover the remnant of
His people. After the declaration of
certain things, the prophet Ezekiel is
commanded to show them the des-
cription of the temple, which is
destined to be ‘the house of prayer
for all nations, with the ordinances,
forms and laws thereof. The Lord
God then declares ‘the ordinances of
the altar, in the day when they shall
make it,” and when the Levites of the
seed of Zadok shall approach unto
Him.” The cleansing of the altar
and the consecration of the priests
is then effected by the offerings of
seven days. ‘And when these days
are expired, it shail be that upon the
eighth day, and so forward, the
priest shall make you burnt offerings
upon the altar, and your peace offer-
ings; and I will accept you, O,
Israel, saith the Lord’ Thus the
Lord's day—the day of his resurrec-
tion from the tomb—becomes the
Sabbath Day of the future age, which
shall be hallowed by the priests of
Israel, and be observed by all nations
as a day of holy convocation, in
which they?shall do no manner of
servile work at all. This change -of
the Sabbath from the seventh to the
eighth or first day of the week, is the
full development and establishment
of the observance of the” Lord’s day
by the disciples of Jesus since the
Constantine,
though not a Christian himself, paid
homage to the truth so far; as o
compel the world to respect the day
on which Christ Jesus rose from the
dead.”—(Elpis Israel, pp. 16, 18, 19,
20.) E.J. L.
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HUMAN LIFE AND HUMAN FOLLY.

Trere ave six thonsand years sinee the first

of the human raes wiliing upon enrth,

enjoyed, in the Parvadise of Mden, iz sweeis
shared and founded its isiquities; pavtici-
pated iu its sorrows and pains; and brought
upon himself that denth which has reigned
over hig offspring till now. 1lis children
have inercased in number to millions upon
millions, and have overspread the surface of
the globe since then ; and, like the leaves of
the autumn, gencration after generation of
them have passcd away, vastly numerous
though they were, to that ultimate oblivien
towards which all things pertaining to the
present order of things is fast hastening.

Six thousand years’ lapse of time is o fact,
It is, moreover, a solemn fact: it declares
that time cannot be debarred in its steady
progress, and so prophesies the truth that
the same number of years will surcly creep
on again, and be spoken of as a fact by some
voices as the preceding cqual space of time ix
now by us. It is a fact supplying a scrious
inference that cven the atheist can get a
lucid lold of, and which, substantially, he
will accept without scraple. Within the
twelve thousand years now contemplated is
our gencration, a fleeting cvil thing, engag-
ing a brief period of time. Yet by people,
alimost universally, it is not considered as it
should be in these latter aspects: they are
too mueh absorbed with the cares of life, on
the one hand, or with the pleasures of
existence, on the other, to allow opportunity
for wise reflection. They all acknowledge
the fact of the ephemerality of their own
existence ; bnt {hey cannot feel the factin
being sobered by it, because they do not
think of it sufficiently to awaken emotion.
They consequently lose the effeet of such
sobriety, which would deliver them from
enchanting pleasure or from soul-swamping
care, and which would set their minds and
hands upon the helm of God's conditions
upon which another life is revenled—an
unending one—when the present brief life is
nuwmbered with the past, and forming but a
little, almost impercoptible, speck upon the
boundless eternity bebind.

1t is the few who care to indulge in such
sobering meditation. The reason for this

immplied defect of the many is already given
in general ferms.  In less general statements
a certain phase of it is this: the child of
finite powers looked forward to the time
when, as o man, he would have risen in size,
ability and name. The time comes: he
couldn’t stop it. He is at last agrecably
alive to the fact that his form and powers
have expanded. This is something to be
proud of.  With the growth of his body and
mind, he has adapted himself to some oceu-
pition, either as o labourer, tradesman,
farmer, man of conumerce, ot as a profes-
sional man, In this he finds that he eun
support himself as his parents had before
done for him. This gives him more feeling
of pride and sclf-contfidence. lle discovers,
also, that others depend upon him as an
agent in the suceess of their undertakings.
This is very vanity-gratifying. And bhe
gets a name—~he is keld in a certain grade of
estimation—proportional to his developiment
of physical and mental powers, and to what
he has been able to achieve for himself and
others.  “Men will praise thee when thou
doest well to thyself,”” and especially when,
in woridly maitters, thou doest well to tem.
All these steps of progress form a pleasure
which, to renounce through the contemplo-
tion of life’s shortness and vanity, is too
much for the mind which has by nature a
carnal bent. And so man becomes a mewnber
of that mighty shortsighted company which
is taken up with this life, and it only. Such
a company has an imposing subimission-
causing appearance. In it, in some of its
nwmerous sub-divisions, each man receives
an influence which strengthens him in its
ways, 1f religion, death and another life be
ignored and laughed at, in it cach member
gets courage to adopt the reckless emotion
with greater force than if there were no
such collective influence. Such a community
Lias the upper hand in this lic because it is
more numerous than a certain othier one;
stands upon an equal footing with it in
regard to power and liberty of action, and is
attractive to man by nature, It therefore
keeps up its majority, and so, more than if
it were otherwise, increases the strain upon
the minds of that swaller antagonistic
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community who wish to avoid the principles
of their opponents while making inroads in
their ranks.

But “ wail « little while.”  Look, not very
long afterwards, at cach member of the Targer
company of the generation in which in this
way it is desived 10 be contemplated.  Over-
look not Bend over the man who
bousted in his strengtli; sce the vain, gay
wonmun who gloried in ber outward appear-

>

(U TN

ance; louk upon the man whose head was
full of meve carthily employment; view the
creature who lived at case in the widst of
wealth; Iovk down upon the professionsl
man who puiicd himseif up in bis sucicl
greatiess ; aud beliold the seofier, who in his
day concertediy flattered himself that he was

all right; look upou them lying upen their
backs on the death-bed which never fails to
conic, aud they are wll discovered to be weak
and corrupt of body, and infirm of mind.
Thiey afford a pitisble spectacie; they have
noue of that imposing appeawrasce winch as
a company of active Lumun beings they
exhibited ; they are cowed inio the hearideit
acknowledgment of tie faet that theic styie
of procedure in the life they spent was alto-
getber vanity,  ‘They confess this when too
late to benefic by such an acknowledgment.
But talk of this, their latter end, to them—
not to speak of ilie uncertainty of iheir living
out man’s *shore allotted span,” when cld
age sectis far away, aud they buve no ear for
such wusic. Vel theny, if they are asphing
to the wealth of Livtbsciild, the fame of
Tyndall, or the greatness of Beaconsficid—
that DPeabudy’s cnormous riches could not
buy bis life; that Newion (uusurpussed s
he was scientifically) did not discover among
nature’s laws one to prevent his death; and
that Palmerston one day ceased to give the
countiy the benefit of the political guidauce
of his master wind, el them that, mighty
as they were in the warld's eye, thicir heads
now lie low in the corruption of the dust
which waits with greedy maw to devour the
famous men who survive them,  Declare to
them, in carkest words, that such is the
destiny of possessors of present good from its
highest its lowest  grade, wud while
admitting the fact with the lip, they will
idiotically ignore it at heart. They will uot
listen to the loud inviting cries of wisdom
to come forward and learn sobricty in youth,
or in days of health and strength, when they

w

can be blessed by it, in being turned to that
reformation of mind which takes more time
to effect than the deathbed can afford. Their
ear habitually is for the fine music of the
concert,  They flood the place of such and
other forms of fleeling pleasure, while the
place of instruction 1egarding the way which
leads to another life and far higher and
interminable pleasure, the place of self-
denial, earnestness, honesty, kindress and
intelligence, is almost empty of faces, Such
a place is tuv uncomfortable to exchange for
the comfortable quarters of home. It is in
the Lands of those who are too poor and
despised to make it attractive, and it is
beneath the notice of that conceited, lofty
mind, which will not candidly and nobly,
like the Bercans of old, enquire ¢ whether
these things Le s0.”” Yet such a place has
even uow this equality with the former
inee: that boil slike—the place of self-
demial and the place of popularity—both
alike go into the region of the past.  Time is
no respecter of persons, though man is. Sad,
however, is the record which remains
againzt the majority of those who are related
to these two different kinds of entertainment,
What bas to be suid of them? That they
cast in their lot with an appearance and lefs
what was solid; that they caught the shadow
and missed the substance; that they selected
what wus vanishing in preference to what is
enduring—that they chose deuth rather than
life. DPitiuble is it that they who liad the
tender nursings of a mother and the affec-
tionate caressings of a father, who love life,
dexire lLinppiness, and hate pain, being in

these general respects idemtical with the
saint, disvegard Him who is “not willing

that any should peiish,” aud who, if they
becante Iiis sous and daughters, worshipping
1im as they weil might, considering His
uncqualled nature, mind and power, as a
Being who bad no beginning and will have
no end, whose mind is love and wisdom,
and who is the Creator of heaven and earth,
would show themr much more love than an
earikly father, in Dblessing thein with
incorvaptibility of nature wnd huppiness not
(o be conccived of ; und, for their disregard of
Him, full short of this infinite fuvour and
in the “second death.”” Speak to
the foolishness of their partiality,
the expostulation do not anuuse,
or offend, it will fall with dull,

blessing
them of
aud if

disgust,
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irresponsive effect. Their company and its
principles are too strong for them, Its most
attractive members will drop off in death;
but it is so vast in number of constituents,
having nearly all the population of the globe,
that vacancies are soon occupied with others,
equally as attractive as their predecessors,
and so the swrviving eye is again engaged,
and is satisfied, pleased and grateful, as
before.

But, alas ! it is grossly deceived in this its
heartlessness through such narrow views of
the world’s state of matters.  Wisdom
scouted so repeatedly and so long, cries at
last, ¢ Because 1 have ealled and ye refused;
I have stretched out my band, and no man
regarded ; but ye have set at nought all my
counsel, and would none of my reproof: I

also will laugh at your calamity; I will
mock when your fear cometh.”  “The
simple pass on and are punished, but the
prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth
himself.” He takes a broad view of things,
He looks at eternity, and at little life in
relation thereto, and thus is encouraged to
step aside from the ocean-current of people
rushing after present brief allurements, to
keep the track of divine requirement, and to
meditate with sadness and sobriety upon
certain aspects of present life, until the bricf
day of foulishness, grief and death is over,
and the long yearned and mourned-for day
of life, stability and happiness arrives.

JAMES GRANT,
Grantown, 29th September, 1878,

HISTORICAL STULTIFICATIONS

Accorpixg to promise, we now proceed
to consider the cvidence of Dean Stanley
in its bearing upon
theory. Mr. Hine quotes this writer in
order to prove that the stone in West-
minster Abbey under the coronaticn chair,
commonly known as the *“stone of Scone,”’
is the identical picce of granitc upon
which Jacob pillowed his head when he
laid down to sleep npon the plains of Luz.
Mr. Hine does not hesitate to say that
unless it can be proved to be so, the whole
theory with which his name is identified
is a myth. His words are as follow
(Iden. xxvi. p. 33): “It is impossible to
“snpposc that Jacob’s stone ean be
“actually lost, becanse it must exist asa
¢ signet ving to the Almighry, i.e, as a
“seal of witness that the promises He
“ made to Israel through Jacob, should be
“ verified; therefore wherever Israel may
“be at the present timc, they must have
‘“this stone in their possession.” The
dogmatism of this extract is something
extraordinary.  Mr. Hine does net con-
descend to tell us where he gets the
information that the stone in question was
to be in the possession of lsrael for all
ages, and “ exist as a signet ring to the
Almighty;” neither are we informed why
they should have this stone anv more than
all the other memorial stones, which at
various times were set up as witnesses of
covenants, &c.  We rend of the “stone

the Anglo-Israel |

0F THE ANGLC-ISRAEL THEOQRY.

of Bohan” (Jos. xv. 16); of the heap
raised by Jacob and Laban {Gen. xxxi.
46>, of the twelve stones taken out of the
Jordan.—(Jos. iv. 5-7). These ave all
confessedly lost. Why, thercfore, should
Jabol’s pillow have been preserved
rather than any of the foregoing? The
suggestion is as incomprehensible as most
of Mr. Hine’s arguments, and would be
unworthy of mnotice were it not for the
equally extraordinary credulity of those
who sce argument in it. Moreover why
shonld Mr. Hine limit Jacob's pillow
and pillar to one stone ?  Seweral stones
were really employed.—(Gen xxviii. 11,
com. 18.) These several stones in the
aggregate became a monumental stone of
witness, just as on another oceasion (Gen.
xxxi. 44-49). already alluded to, when
Jacob and Laban made a covenant of
peace. Jacob raised the pillar of witness,
anointed it and departed from TLuz It is
not again mentioned in the Holy Oracles,
but disappears entirely from view, and is
not again heard of until it appears among
the lacubrations of Mr. Iine, where we
find it invested with a history so fabulous
as to rival the fabulous recitals of the
« Arabian Nights.” Those who accept it
cannot complain of the credulity of the
Romanists who assert, that a portion of the
breath of Joseph the carpenter, is in the
possession of their church, preserved in
a glove,
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To aid in supporting the legendary story
which our theorist sets forth respecting
it, Dean Stanley is introduced in the
following words: “ Dean Stanley, who may
“be acccpted as an authonty upon this

‘ point, says of the stone in his Memorials
“of Westminster Abbey’:  ¢The chief
“object of attraction to this day, to the
“ inunmerable visitors to the Abbey, is
“ probably, that ancient Irish monument
“of the Empire, known as the Coronation
*“Stone.” 8o that as Israel must hase
*“with them a precivus stone, it is in-
¢ teresting to know that we have such a
“stone; hence an identity.”” It is there-
fore ckal from Mr. Hine’s own argument,
that if the Coronation Stone in question is
not the ‘‘seal of witness,” the whole
superstracture of Anglo-Israclism based
upon it falls. e invokes Dean Stanley
as an authority. Now it so happens, as
in the casc of Sharon Turner, and the
other authors previously quoted, that Dean
Stavley’s evidence is dead against the
tradition from which Mr. Hine endeavours
to extract an argument,.

Dean Stuanley, after narrating the pro-
ceedings at the Coronation of Edward I
and Queen Eleanor, speaks as follows:
“There was however, another change
“effected in the coronations by Edward,
* which, unlike most of the incidents
“related in this chapter, has a direct
“bearing on the Abbey itself  Besides
“ ceremonies of unction and coronation,
« which properly belonged to the consecra-
“tion of the kiugs, there was one more
“closely connected with the original
“ practice of election— that of elevating
“ the sovercign aloft into an elevated seat.
“In the Frankish tribes as also in the
“ Roman Empire, this was done by a band
“of warriors, lifting the chosen chief on
“ their shields, of which a trace lingered
‘“in the French coronations, in raising the
‘“king to the top of the aitar screen at
“ Rheims.  But the more ordinary and
¢ primitive usage,

amongst the Gothic

“and Celtic races, was to place himon a |

*“huge matural stone, which had been
“or was henceforth, invested mnith a
“magical sanctity. On sucha stone ¢ the
“ great stome,” still visible on the grave
¢ of Odin, near Upsala, were inangurated
““the kings of Sweden,
“ Gustavus Vasa. Such a chair and stone
“for the Dukes of Carinthia, 1s still to
“be seen at Zoufill. Seven stone seats
¢ for the emperor and his electors, mark
““ the spot where the Lahn joins the Rhine
“at Lanstein, On such a mound the king

till the time of

“of Hungary appears, sword in hand at
* Presburg or Pesth—on such stones
“decrees were issued in the Republican
“ States of Torcello, Venice and Verona.
“On a stone like these, nearer home, was
“ placed the Lord of the Isles. The
“stones on which the kings of Ireland
“were crowned, was even down to Eliza-
“ bheth’s time, believed to be the inviolable
“pledge of Irish independence. On the
“ King’s Stone, as we have seen, besides the
*“Thames, were crowned seven of the
“ Anglo-Saxon Kings, and in Westminster
““itsclf, doubtless dating back from a very
“ early period, the kings before they passed
“from the palace to the Abbey, were
“lifted to a marble seat, twelve feet long
“and three feet broad, placed at the upper
“end of Westminster Hall, and called
“from this peculiar dignity, the King's
“Bench Sill there was yet wanting
“something of this mysterions natural
 charm in the Abbey itself, and this it was
“which Edward 1. provided. In the
«capital of the Scottish kingdom was a
“ venerable fragment of rock, to which
“at least as early as the fourteenth century,
“the following LEGEND was attached.
“ The stony pillow on which Jacob slept
¢ at Bethel, was by his countrymen trans-
“ ported to Egypt. Thither came Gathelus,
“son of Cecrops, king of Athens, and
“married Scota, daughter of Pharaoh.
“ He and his Egyptian wife, alarmed at
¢ the fame of Moses. fled with :he stone
¢ to Sicily or to pain. From Brigantia,
“in Spain, it was carried off by Simon
¢ Brech, the favourite son of Milo the
“ Seot to Ireland. 1t was thrown on the
‘““sea shore as an anchor; or (for the
“legend varied at this pomt) an anchor
“ which was cast out, in consequence of a
“rising storm, pulled up the stone from
“the bottom of the sea. On the sacred
“hill of Tara it became ¢Lia Fail’ ¢ The
“stone of Destiny.” On it the kings of

“Ireland were placed. If the chief was
“a trne successor, it groamed aloud as
“with thunder. At this point where the
*“lecend begins to pass into history, the
“discord begins to make itself heard. The
“Irish antiquarians maintain that the
“irue stone still remains on the Hill of
“Tara. DBut the stream of Scottish
“tradition carries us on. Fergus the
*“founder of Scottish monarchy. bears it
“across the sea from Ireland to Duns-
“taffnage. In the vaults of Dunstafinage
“ Castle a hole is still shown, where the
‘“stone is said to have been laid, With
¢ the migration of the Scots eastward, the
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¢ stone was moved by Kenneth I1. (A.p.
#840) anl planted on a raised plot of
soround. at Scone, Cbeeanse that the last
“ hatile \\1rh the Picts was there fonght.
“, . . Woherever else it may I‘nc
\hn\u] there e be no question at least
“of 1rs Scorrrsit ontGiN.  Iis geological
“formalicn is thai

“the western coasts of Scotland.  Ti has
“thie appearnice, thos far acreeing with
“the tradition of Dunstaffnage, of having
“once furmed a part of a building. Bat
“of all explomtions concerning it the

¢ most probable is that which identifies it
“with the stonn piliow on wlhich Colunibu
Crested, and on which his dying head was
“laid in his abbey of Tona”'—( ~tunley’s
Memorials of  Westminster dbbey, 2ud
edition, pages 59-62.3

In the Appendix to his work, the Dean
publishes a letrer written to him by the
late Joseph Roberison, of the Registry
House, Kdinlnwreh, who states that there is
no notice of the Stove of Scone in any
of the Seotiish chronielers before the 13th
ceniury, aithongl they mention things of
congiderabivless interest. The first writer
who mentioned it was  Wiilliam  of
Rishanger, who did not Hve antil affer
1327, Profersor Ransey, KRS, Director
of the Fnglish Geolwgiceal Survey, ex-
amined it at the Plean's request, and in
his report. amonest other things, states
¢“that it belonged to the rocks abont Bethel
“is nulikelv, sinee, according  to  all
“eredible yeports, they ave formed  of
“strata of Tonestone” whilst the corona-
a kind

tion =tonc is forined of ** freestone,’”
of red granite.

From the foreeolvg it will be seen that,
aceording

to the Dean, who may, Mr.
< be necepted anoan suthority,”
acted to the Corenation Srone

Tegend, and altogethier
uuworthy ol credence, and he consequently
proves most conelusivelv that the theory
Mr. iline bas bosed upon ir iy equally as
foolizIr nud destitute of histovieal author-
itv.  The legend varies considerably, and
Mr. Hine has wdopted one form of it
which ix as untenalde as the others, and
would have us believe that Jeremiah and
Barneh, du their peregrinaiions, arrived
with the stoue in Spain, where the King
seized it but when the «hip was properly
canlked, * Jeremiah and Baruch regained
the smm‘ made off with it to the +hip
and exeaped 17 Of course, the Seriptures
are as silent coneerning this episode in the
life of Jeramiah oy Hw are cencerning
the rest of My Tiine's marvellens nara-

:
Vol
is only a foolish

of the sandstone of

tives ; but since he quotes—as he did a
few weeks ago in the neighbourhood of
Manchester— Moth. 1 Shi; ton's prophecies
to prove the date of the cnd of the world,
we need not be surprised to find him going
to cqmllw qu(\m.m.xhlv sounrees of .lurhwltv
for the fabulons recitals with which he
finds it necessary to bolster up his theory.
1le sneers at Dy, Petric and others beeause
they elaim that the true stene is still on
the hill of Tara (1), and says that as the
stone so shown is 14 tons in weight, it
would be too heavy for the ships of those
days 111 My [Hine’s sneer, however,
reeoils mpon himse!f. for the reason that if
a ship conld not carry a stone of 14 tous
it is Lqu'\l'v certain that Jacoh could not

carry one weighing 8 cwt,, which is about
the weight of “Jacob’s clone 7 at West-
minster 11! It s of the following dimen-
sions :-—26 inches in length, 163 inches
breadth, and 104 inches thick,  When
Oliver Goldsmith visited the abbey the
attendant showed him, among other things,
the corcnation chair, with the rvemark,
“TLeok ve there; there's a curiosity for
“yon. Tn that chair the kings of England
were crowned.  You see a'so a stone
“underneath : and that stone is Jacob’s
“Pillow 1“1 could,” says Goliswith,
“ see mo curiosity either in the oak ehair
or the stone.  Could [ indeed, behold one
of the old kings of Eugland ceated in this,
or Jacob’s hemi laid on the other, there
might be smnetlling carious in the sight.”
With Gold-mith’s sneer we may dismi-s
the stone, having. we think, proved con-
clusively from Mr. Hine’s “authority 7
that the tradition clinging to it had its
origin in the practices of the old fendal
times, and that it never had any connection
with the patriarch. What is the conse-
quence ®  According to AMvr. Iline, without,
the veritable pillow of Jacob, it is im-
possible we can be the descendants of the
Ten Tribes. We bave proved from Mr.
Hine’s own “authority » that the stune in
question is not Jacol’s pillow ; conss-
quently we are not {sruelites according to
the flesh.

As another point in connection with the
Coronation Stone, Mr. Iline endeavours to
identifv the reigning house of Hanover
with the seed of King David, as though
there was some marvellous law of affinity
which compelled the two to be together,
It wonld be time lost fo follow all the
“imaginations ¥ with  which the mar-
vellous falsehood that Quneen Victoria is
the veigning descendant of David is st
forth, It mav, however. he remarked
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that if Queen Victoria is a descendant of
David, she is of the tribe of Judah and
not of the Ten Tribas, and must, conse-
quently, be involved in the carses which
Mr. Hine says rests upon the Jews. It is,
therefore, a remarkable suggestion, to say
the least. that while on the supposition
of England fieing Ephraim the subjeers
are uander the blessing of the Alinighry,
the Sovercizn he has placed over themn
shonld be one under His special dis-
pleasure as a “Jew.”  There is also a
slizht incongruity bherween Mr. Hine’s
statement that “Judzh in dispersion was
to be without a government and under
the Mosaic Taw,”” aud his assertion that
from Judash the Queen proceeds, therefore,
as a  maiter of fact — according to
Mr. Hine - it is not “ blessed Isracl” but
“cnrsed Judah’ who is at the head and
upon whose shoulders the government
rests.

But how is the Jewish descont of the
Queen to be hurinomzed with the fact that
neither she nor her family observe the
Mosaie law. if it be irae that Judah was to
observe it 2 If Mr Iline and his follow-
ers were faithfol men. they woull speedily
inflict the penslty of the broken law.
M. Hline is, however, peculiarly anforru-
nate in putiing into the bands of his
opponents the weapons whereby they are
able to demolish his theory effectually.
A genealogical table of “The Queen’s
Royal Descent from  King David  the
Psalmise ” has been published by the
“Rev.”” A, B, Grimalli, under the appro-

bation of Mr. 1Yine. In that portion of
the gencalogy g¢leaned from the Serip-

tures, the links ave correct, bur outside the
“Holy Oracles,” all is uncertainty and
doubt.  Between ¢ Hercmon,”  who is
said to have lived B¢ 80 and Victoria,
AD 1,819, a perivd of 2,399 vears, we have
aceording to one anthor J. C. Stephens)
only twelve links in the genealogical
chain, or one link for every 200 years;
and the value of Mr. Grimaldi's list,
althongh it professes to be more complete
than that of Mr. Stephens, may be judged
from the conol statement he makes, that
“perfeet accuracy s hardly to be cr-
“pected in such an attemypt; but 1r 1S
“peELIEVED (1) that the gencalogy is as
“eorrect as cur present knowledye
“this obscure and intricate subject will
Cpermdt 1 Her Biitanuic Majesty’s Jewish
genealogy being, according to its compil-
crs not 1»uluct]y acenrate, how can it be
urged ou the faith of readers?  The
matter is unworthy of serious argument.

of

We can only repeat our wonder that any
should be so d(,:.!,ltdtc of discernment as
not to see the puerile and untenable
character of the whole theory, Tt wouid
be a m-lancholy thing for us *“ who have
believed ” the true culminztion of Da-
vid’s genealogy in the promised * Seed,”
if that genealogy were so intricare and
are that it cowd nat be proved to be

acearate.  Our  faith  would then  be
vain, and instead of having our hearts

filled with the glorious
restoration of David’s
the promise, and the diadem of Judah
clittering on the brow of his once
cracificd Son, we should be without hope
and of all men most miserable,  The
Jews never imzenched the accuracy of the
genealogy of the * BSon of David,” and it
is lirtle shore of blaspliemy to tell us thas
a suceessor of David s sidll reigning, but
her geneniosy caunot be established. My,

hope of sceing the
throne, according to

[ine's position is cstablished ns that of
“the foolish prophets, ihar follow their
own spirit, and have seen nothing.”—

(Ezek, xiii. 3) Yea, they are ]mv;!\m of
the deceit of thciv own heart (Jer. xxiii.
26) They have seem vamity and lying
diviration, saying the ¢ Lord saith, s i tho
Lord hath not sent them; and they have
made others to hope that they would
confirm the Word, Ilave ye not seen a
vain vision, and have ye not spoken a
ying divination, whereu the Lord

saith it. albeit I have not Thers-
fore, thus saith the Lord s 1 cause ye
have spoken vanity and scen lies, there-

fore, behold T am agaiuns<t vou, saith the
Lord God, and mine hand shall he upon
the prophets that see vanity and  that
divine livs; they shall not be in the
assembly of my people, neither shall they

b2 written iu the wrlting of the house
of Isracl, mneither  shall  they cver
enter into  the Jand  of acl.  and

ve shall know that Tam the Lmd Godo—
(Ezek. shii. 6-9.)  Tre day is rapiily
approaching whew the refuge of lies shall
be swept away by the overflowinz shower
of the Almizhty’s anger, and the Spivit's
prowmise to those who keep iis works aud
deny not Ilis name in thi nt evil day,
in which there is a famine m the and, n ¢
a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,
but of hearing the words of the Lovd.—
(Amos viii. 12.)  “Beholl T will make
them of the synigogue of Satan which say
they are Jew-, and ave noi, but do lie;
behold I will make them to come and to
worship betore thy feet, and to kuow that I
have loved thee ”— (Rev. i1, 9.)  Who is
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wise, and he shall understand these things ? I shall fall thercin.—(Hos. xiv. 9.)
prudent, and he shall know them ? for the J. S. DIxoN.
ways of the Lord are right, and the just

4 Manchester.
shall walk in them ; but the transgressors

THE WAYS OF PROVIDENCE,

AS AUTHENTICALLY ILLUSTRATED IN BIBLE HISTORY.
No. 4.

THERE is scantier illustration of providence in the recorded life of Isaac than
in that of either Abrahamr or Jacob. Such as there is will be found of
similar import and value.

The first instance is connected with Rebecca, whom on the return of
Abraham’s servant with her from Mesopotamia, he loved and took for his wife.
Yor the first twenty years of their married life, they were without issue. The
matter was made the subject of earnest petition on the part of Isaac—(Genesis
xxv. 21.) whence we may infer it was a cause of anxiety to both Isaac and
Rebecca. It was natural it should be so in their special relation to the
promises. Those promises hinged upon “seed” plural and singular, national
and Messianic, and in the absence of family, there was an absence of the
obvious link with promised futurity. Their domestic experience was thus
blessed with spiritual solicitude, and was at once the Dbasis and occasion of
faith. In this matter “ the fathers ” stood in a position peculiar to themselves
with regard to their ordinary life. None of their children, natural or spiritual,
can be like them in the pregnant significance and strong interest of their
domestic history. Nevertheless, the same general principles apply as we shall
see,

It is a striking fact that a matter so directly promised and so vitally
important to the divine purpose, should have been the subject of delay, and
threatened with frustration through natural barrenness on the part of
Rebecca. It shows that the fathers themselves were much more practically
tried in their faith than their tiied children are apt to realise. Year after year
rolled by—year after year—without a symptom of the promised fecundity.
Human views would have suggested that time was being lost. God’s ways are
large and slow. As Dr. Thomas used to remark, “ He is in no hurry.” When
the occasion calls, He can deal a lightning stroke like the overthrow of the
Egyptian army in the Red Sea, or the engulphment of a rebellious company
of priests in the wilderness; but in the general proportions of His plans of
operation, magnitude, deliberation, gradualuess are characteristics. Then it is
essential that He must Le honoured. “I will be sanctified in them that
approach unto Me.”—(Leviticus x. 3.) ¢ Them that honour Me, I will honour.”
—(1 Samuel ii. 10.) Faith is honouring to God: and faith requires time for
its exercise. God had made “great and precions promises ” to the fathers: and
He tried them by not specifying time and causing them to wait long.  “ And
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so after they had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.”—(Heb. vi. 15.)
Let us not weary under a similar test: “a patient continnance in well doing ”
5 the vevealed rule of our acceptance (Romans ii. 8.), and this mcans a
Jong time of waiting with nothing to rely on but confidence in the pledged
word of Jehovah, 4.e., faith, * without which, it is impossible to please Him.”
—(Hecbrews xi. 6.) By such a process, we shall be prepared for a place among
the tricd sons of God, with whom we shall be cnabled to say at the last, “ Lo!
this is our God, we have waited for Himg let us be glad and rejoice in His
salvation.”—(Isaiah xxv. 8.)

But it is not to be a stoical waiting. ¢ Isaac entreated the Lord for his wife
because she was barren.’—(Genesis xxv. 21.)  le made the promise the
subject of petition.  This was according to the will of God, whe has said,
“ For these things I will be enquired of.’—(1zckiel xxxvi. 37.) In this, Isaac
was an example to ns of the duty enjoined upon us by the Lord Himself:
“Men ought always to pray and not to faint.”—(Luke xviii. 1.) “ Pray to the
Father who is in seeret, and He that sceth in secret shail reward thee openly.”
His specimen prayer is an example of the topics to be made the subject of
petition. They embrace every desire and every hope, and by himn summarised
in the phrase “ what things ye have nced of.”—(Matthew vi. 8) Iaul, His
messenger, gives us, by the 8pirit, the same command: “ Pray without ceasing.
In every thing give thanks; make your requests known unto God.”

A_short-sighted view of the matter would have suggested to Isaac that
there was no need to entreat the Lord on a matter that had been the subject
of promise.  But all God's ways work together.  There is no clash. e makes
a promise; but 1le wills to be asked for the thing promised, and makes its
individual attainiment dependent npon our compliance with Ilis will.  In this
way, the connection that exists in fact between God and 1lis children is kept
constantly before their minds, with the donble blessedness of yiclding God
pleasure and His people peace and joy and benefit.

Ixaac, ignorant of the meaning of the barrenness, yet strong in faith, gives
expression Lo his anxious desire on the subject, and asks God on Rebeceea’s
behalf. “ And the Lord was entreated of him, and his wife Rebecca conceived.”
God answered the prayer, but the answer was apparent only in its results.
There was no awdible voice, no visible token.  The conrse of things was
natural in appearance, but God was in it.  God is the same still. - Ilis children
arc invited to pray; and the prayer of faith—(i.r., the prayer founded in
conviction of Iis existence, and in the recognition of 1lis wisdom and
govercign right to withhold our request, if He see fit)—may often have its
manifest answer, yet, in ways perfectly natural on the surface of them.  Open
answer, by voice or sign, would be incousistent with the dispensation of faith
in which we are trained for the endless ages of sight.  “This is the confidence
that we have in Him that if we ask auything according to Ilis will, IIe hearcth
us."—(1 John v, 14.)

A famine ocenrred in the land. [Isaac apparently meditated removal to
Bgypt, as Alraham had done before him, under similar eiremmstances,  While
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he was thinking of it a message cante to him, “Go not down inte Kegypt . .

Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and bless thee."—(Gen. xxvi. 2, 3.)
Accordingly, Isaac stayed there (in Gerar) “a long time” (verse 8), during
which he tilled the land and realised extraovdinary crops—*“an hundredfold.”
“He waxed great and went forward, and grew until he hecame very great V—
s0 much so that the king of the district, Abimeleeh; giew distrustful of the
effect of his prosperity, and asked him to move into another part, which he did.
There are several things here for prolitable counsideration. 1t was natural
for Tsaac to look npon the prevalent scarcity in the land as a rveason {or secking
a more plenteons country.  But duty required him to stay where he was.  And
in the confidence that God would Dbe with him, he stayed in the midst of evil,
and was preserved and prospered.  We are Isaac’s childven if we belong to
Christ.  Have we no promise that God will be with us in our diflicultics ¥ If
any oue doubt it, he has but to recall the words of Panl in Ileb. xiii.
where he applies a promise 1o us which, without his guidance, we might have
lacked boldness to appropriate. He says (verse 5): ¢ Let your conversation
(your course in life) be without covetonsness (without desire to possess), and
be content with such things as ye have, for He hatl said, 1T WILL NEVER LEAVE
THERE NOR FORSAKE THEE; so that we may boldly say, “ The Lord is my helper:
I will not fear what man shall do unto me.” It Tras {o be understood, of course,
that the “we” and the “me” of these sayings are not of indiscriminate
application.  Paul wrote to “the saints and faithfal brethiven in Christ Jesns,”
such as know God, and have Iis love and fear indwelling with them and
walk in the obedicnee of Ilis commandments in the condidence and rejoicing
of the hope. Their character is deseribed in this very chapier as those who
aceept the position of strangers and pilgrims in the present evil world; ¢ who
have here no continuing city but seek one to come: who offer the sacrifice of
praisce 1o Ged confinually, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to Ilis name:
who do good and forget not to communicate.”  Such are not those who have
a name to live and are dead, who are in name brethren and sisters of Chirist,
but in principle, sentiment, aflections and actions, are identical with the
children of the present world,  This elass do not rejoice in the promises under
consideration.  No wonder, then, that they fiud them fail in time of need, and
perhaps it is as little to be wondered at that they presumptuously speak against
the applicability of the promises to onr time, as if God had éhanged or Ilis
arm had shortened. As regards all who truly trust and ohey the God of Tsracl,
David’s words will remain true to the last:  “ T have been young and now am
old, yet bave I not seen the righteous forsaken, orhis seed begging bread.” They
may be taken through seas of aflliction, like Job, and may somectimes know
hunger and want, like Paul ; but it will only be for their good—uot for their
destruction.  God will not forsake them ; and “if God be for ns; who can be
against us ?7’

Jut we must do our part, otherwise Goa will nob bie for us, for so is His will
that we do what He has appointed.  “ Isaac zowed in that land.”—(verse 12))
If he hadn’t, the hundredfold inerease which God bestowed on hix Ithour, would



The Chnistadelphian,®

Jan. 1, 150, THIE WAYS OF PROVIDENGE. 17

not have come.  There is a difference between faith and presunmption.  Taith is
obedient and modest ; but there is an article called faith in our day which is
the reverse,  With much “piety ”” of talk, it is, in its spiritual essence, dic-
tatorial to God, insubmissive to His arvangements, nresumptuous in its expecta-
tions. It expects God to give a crop at their call without that sowing of the
Jand which is the way He has appointed for the crop to come. Let ns do our
part in all humility, and God will do 1Iis. e can spoil or prosper our work,
but our work is the basis of Ilis action toward us.  “ Draw nigh to God, and He
will draw nigh to you.” A presumptuous attitude will be to our destruction.

The hand of God was not openly visible in Isaac’s affairs. Iis crops were
good ; his herds fruitful; his house in peace. DBut it was all apparently
natural.  The blessing was dispensed in o form calling for constant faith, God
is great and dreadful ; s kindness does not stoop to familiarity with sinful
man : it is around and with the men who tremble in wisdom at His word,
but in a form that precludes presumption, and shuts off the gaze of mere
curiosity.  Let us commit our affaivs to God in faith, and resist the disposition
to think that God has nothing to do with them because they arve all natural,
IFaith is founded on true reason, while unbelicf is the mere mutterings of
ignorance and intellectual stunt.  The wicked prosper, but only for a time, as
part of the probation of the righteons, and they prosper not as the rightcous
prosper, but to their final hurt.  The righteous fall into tronble, but it is for
theiv good. They comeout of it to find themselves benefitted.  When trouble
comes, do not think it is not from God, because it is natural. It may not differ
from the irouble of other men in apparent origin and form, but it differs from
theirs in being under an invisible supervision which aims at a result, and will
say, ab a certain point, “ Thus far and no farther.”  Truth, like the prism, has
many sides—all beautiful and eonsistent one with another.  Childlike docility
in its sindy will open up lier treasures which are hid from the eyes of the
proud.  Our affairs are small in the measureless universe; but they ave of
ereat conseqguience, for good or evil, to worms like ourselves, consequently not
iusignificant in the eyes of 11im who invites us to © cast all our care upon Him,”
with the assurance that “Ile carcth for ns.”

Abimeleeh having reguested  Isaac to remove from him, “Isaac departed
thenee, and pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar.”—(xxvi. 17.) Ilere
Abraliam had been before him, and had dug wells which; on Abralam’s death,
his Philistine neighbours had enviously stopped.  These stopped wells Tsaac
now restored. Iis servants, while so engaged, struck a spring ; but they were
not allowed to enjoy it The men of the neighbowriiood said it belonged to
them,  What did Irane do?  1le gave way to the unrighteous intruders. He
allowed them to take possession of the spring, and ordeved his servants to dig
in another place. They sueceeded in finding another good supply of water,
But here, also, the herdmen of Gerar—Ioutish fellows, who owe their memory
with posterity to their hoorish encroachments ou the patient son of Abraham—
claimed the well as their own—Dby what Jaw it wonld be hard (o nake ount,
exeept by that Taw of prior occupation which worldly folks think very dignificd
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and indefeasible, but which will be effectually ignored and dissipated to the
winds when Christ arrives to eject all prioroccupants from the soil. Isaac has
vecently arrived on the ground. Still his father Abrahaw had lived there
before him, and he might have insisted on his rights, so far as that gave him
aright ; but he was a stranger and sojourner in the land which was his by
promise. Therefore his servants, for a second time, gave way. They allowed
the men of Gerar to have the well, moved to another spot and dug another
well, of which they were allowed to remain in unchallenged possession.

In this matter Isaac left an example to the houschold of faith—an example
emphasised by the precepts of Christ. He “ gave place unto wrath:” he
“resisted not evil.” He meekly gave way before the sons of pride. The
brethren of Christ occupy precisely the position of Isaac. They are strangers
and sojourners in the very place of their promised posscssion. The *rights”
are all on their side, for there can be no true right except that conferred by
God, the original proprietor. Nevertheless, for a season, they are called
upon to submit to unrighteousness, exactions aund encroachments, like sheep
among wolves, who try to cscape their pursuers, but do not turn vpon and try
to retaliate on them, or attempt to cnforce the restitution of a torn car.

Afterwards, Isaac removed from the scene of his unneighbourly treatment in
the valley of Gerar, to Beersheba, Here the Lord appeared to him, and gave
him this comfort : * Fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee.” How
many consoling reflections are suggested by this. It was natural for Isaac to
fear, for he lived a stranger in the midst of enemies. He is told to fear not,
for God is with him. What cheery words! Who has not felt the cffect of
cheery words in times of danger and distress ? Sometimes, alas! they are
nothing more than words, because the speaker of them is a man, and speaks
perhaps against hope, for the mere sake of preventing despondency, withoub
power in his hand to alter evil. But consider the cheer contained in a divine
summons to “fear not.”” “If God be for us, who can be against us?” He
knows we are prone to fear. Ie knoweth our fame; he remembereth we are
dust. He knows we can only see things as they appear to mortal sense, and not
as they are to His all-penetrating eye. He knows that the cloud and the
immensity and the silence appear greater to éur feeble facultics than ITe appears
who fills all, holding even the ocean in the hollow of his hand. He knows we
walk by faith and not by sight, and e knows that, though the spirit is willing,
the tlesh is weak., Therefore He recognises the tendency of our poor hearts to
lutter and quail, and He says, * Fear not.” Not only to Isaac, but to all his
children are these words elsewhere addressed. ¢ Fear not, little flock, it is your
TFather’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”—(Luke xii. 32.) “Suy to
them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, and wvuar Nor.—(Isa. xxxv. 4.)
4 I'ear not, thou worm, Jacob, and ye men of Isracl."—(Isa. xli. 14.)  * Fear
ye not nor be afraid : have not I told thee 2 "—(Isa. xliv. 8.) “Fear not; ye
are of more value than many sparrows.”—(Matthew x. 28.) “ The angcl said
to the woman, Fear not”—(Matthew xxviii. 5) “The angel said to the
shepherds, Fear not.”—(Luke ii. 10.) “Jesus said to Peter, Fear not.”—(Luke
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v. 10.) “ Jesus said to Paul, Fear not”"—(Acts xxvii. 24.) “Jesus said to

John, Fear not.”—(Rev. i. 17.)

The basis of this cheery adjuration is the assurance supplied to faith: “I am
Isaac had to lean on this, though in many dreary years there was
True, he had the message to that effect, but in the
long intervals, all was natural. The wing of the Almighty was over him ;
but the fact was not apparent as a matter of sight. Isaac walked by faith. We
are invited to do the same. The only difference is that, while Isaac had the
assurance directly and individually, we have it indirectly in the form suitable to
our time in the world’s history—the promises recorded in the word. But one
may say, How do I know that God is with me? Such may find their answer
in these words: “The Lord is with you while ye be with Him. If ye seck Him,
He will be found of you ; but if ye forsake Him, He will forsake you.”"—(2
Chron. xvi. 2.) The Scriptures abound with similar declarations.  They make
the course of every earnest man clear. Seek the Lord in the reading of His
word, in prayer to Him, and in the doing of those things He has commanded ;
and He wlll guide your way in the darkness without any apparent interference,
and cause all things (yea even cvil circumstances) to work together for your
good, viz., your preparedness for an entrance into His glorious kingdom. But
if ye decline from His ways and seek your own pleasure, He will leave you to
your own—perhaps successful—devices, which will at last work cut your own

with thee.”
nothing visible to show it.

self-destruction.
Eprrog,

JOB AND HIS FRIENDS.

A METRICAL NARRATIVUE.

( Continued from page 554, vol. X T.)

Ol put away thy sin and be
Convinced of thine iniquity.
Stretch forth thy hand, implore His grace
Then shalt thou lift a cheerful face
And steadfast be, nor doubts, nor fears

ZOPHAR THE NAAMATHITE.

Witk all thy multitude of words
How ill the simple iruth accords.
Lie upon lie is multiplied

In efforts to be justified!
Shall no one make thee feel aghamed
Becaunse of vaunted virtue elaimed

By thee? Oh that the Lord would speak.

Know that He dealeth kind and meek,
And hath, long-suffering, still preserved
Thee from the penalty deserved!
Canst thou by searching find out God ?
Or trace Him to His fixed abode ?

Can Omnipresence be confined

Can Ilis omniscience be defined ?

Aht! He alone doth know vain man
Who would be wise, though he began
His iife like the wild ass’s colt,

And shall resign it still a dolt.

Shall more disturb thy peacefu years
No one shall dare make thee afraid,
But people shall entreat thy aid.

But every wicked eye shall fail

No subterfuge shall them avail ;
They shall not be; for, like a hreath,
Their hope shall pass away in death!

JOB.

No doubt ye are the people who
In dying, wisdom dies with you,
But ye may spend your eloquence
On them who sre in ignorance
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Of all these things, and not on me
That shall maintain equality.

Why do you mock me in my prayer ?
I call on God! and ye prepare
His answer! Laughing me to scorn.
Ye who my {roubles have not borne!
How know ye all what God will do?
Are modes and motives told to you ¢
Must those He loves be rich and great?
May they not come to low estate ?
Man may not say that this and this
Is such and such, with emphasis.
Have I not seen the robber thrive
‘That did with God provoking strive ?
Yet lived he prosperous and gecure
Asg they that are devout and pure ?
Ask, and creation shall declare
'That all and each His bounties share,
And nought so mean that lacks His cars.
Yea, {from the unseen myriad mass
0Of moving life that doth surpass
Our comprehension—up to man
The last of His creative plan—
He holds the breath. The flats lie
With Him to bid them live and die.
In strength and wisdomn He presides
O’er His own counsel, nor confldes
His sccrets to the vulgar ken
Of heavenly hosts or earthly men.
The nations’ destinies He rules
And makes the wise and mighty fools.
Kingdoms obedient to His call
Arise, and by His mandates fall.
On ralers, counsellors and kings,
He peace and strife alternate brings.
The crafty plotters He defies
And doth ambitious sciiemes despise,
Mine eye hath scon all this, mine ear
Hath heard and un:ierstood it clear.
All ye do know, the same I know,
And shall not to your knowledge bow.
Nay, more: ye forgers are of lies!
Your borrowed sagzeness would arise
Tn my esteem if ye would cease
From God and me, and hold your peace !
Ave ye His champions, are ye sent
To goad me with vain argument ?
Take thought and mock not, He reproves
The man who secretly approves
Of persons that are rich anad hale,
.And sneers at the afflicted’s wail.
T.et me alone. Let coine what will.
Tor though He slay me, yet I still
Would trust in Him ! for I maintain
My ways were neither false nor vain!
1 know I shall be justified,
Aud shall, at last, be satisfied.
No hypocrite His face shall see,
But He shall iy salvation be.

O, that the Lord would speak, and say
Why He hath turned His face away.

“ Do Thou, Lord, my transgressions show,
¢ Nor mark me as thou would'st a foe.

¢ Wilt thou pursue a withered stem ?

“ Dost Thou, remembering, me contemn
“For sins of the forgiven past?

“My feet in stocks Thon hast made fast,
“ And reckoned me 2 cast-away.

“From Thy forbearance, to decay.

But man of woman born, how few
The troubled days he passes through.
Ah, like & flower, Le springs and fades,
And fleeth like the clinngeful shades.

“ Ope not thine eyes on such a one!

“ Whose numbered days to Thee are knowv,
¢Oh, pity me, let Thy behest

““ And final blessing bid me rest

¢ Down in the dark and peaccfal grave,
% Where silent rest I mourning crave.”
Ah, there, no pain the body fecls,

The clod from grief the heart conceals,
And wraps within its cold embrace

The step that ~hall no more retrace

Its former scenes. The axe may hew
To earth the noble tree that threw

Its spreading branchies broad and high;
And though the stock wax old and dry,
Yet, Nature with her bounteous rain,
Shall make its branches sprout again,
And rise in the propitious air

Toshow that still the life was theve.
Is't so with man? Not! his demise
Consumniate is. Away he flies,

And where is he ?  Oblivion keeps
Uutiring vigils where he sleeps

His sons may reputation claim,

Aspire to honour, rise to fame,

He knows it not. A sombre screen
Relieves him of each varied seene.

No power his being shall restore

Unlil the heavens be no more,

Oh, bide me there! and let ine wait

In secret till Thy wrath abate,

And let the time appointed be

In mercy to remember me.

Ev’n that great day when Thou shalt save
Me from the fetters of the grave.

For Thou shalt call and T shall bear,
And, joyful, in Thy courts appear.

ELIPHAYZ THE TEMANITE,

Why should the wise on thec expend
Their counsel ? and in vain contend
With such as thee? No good can coine
From perverse tongues that should be dlnwmh !
Ev'n thine own lips contiemneth thee!
For they that false and wicked be

Are good and true in their own sight,
And their own viriues fair indite.

Thou castest oft all righteous fear,
Restraining prayer the Lord should hear;
Art thou the first man {hat had birth ?
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Or art thou older than the earth ?

Tx wisdom at thy sole command ?

Or thine alone to understand ?

An impious heart leads thee astray.
And thy audacious words display

A spirit turned against the Lord,
And what our ancient seribes record.
Behold, no trust the Lord doth place
In those dependent on His grace,
And the resplendent heuvenly sheen
Doth in His eye appear unclean.
How much more filthy man must be
Who drinketh up iniquity

Like water? Hark, I will declare
An ancient truth our futhers were
Constrained to teach, and warning give
To all that should unrighteous live.
The wicked man shall ail his life
Encompassed be with pain and strife
No peace his greedy years shall bles
And pomp and pride’s unhallowed dress
Shall, whispering, feed his constant fears;
And when prosperity doth seem

To pamper hope with cheering gleam
Of ease and comfort, sudden shall

The fit reward his house appal!
Offended Justice shall divide,

And fell destruction scatter wide

His doomed dojuain! and Ruin mock
At what rebellious ways invoke!

From tables where he suinptuous fed,
A wandering beggar, asking bread,
Shall he go forth. Instead of walls’
‘Which lofty rose 'round spacious halls
Where once he dwelt, the desolate
Abandoned cities’ mouldering fate
Shall with his fall so fit accord

When they their shelter scant afford.
His leaf shall wither, and Lis bouzh
Shall not be green, nor time allow

His fruit to ripen, and his flower
Refuse to bloom the wonted hour!

Yea, premature, shall death consume
All trace of his neglected tomb !

All this the hypoerite’s reward !

And they that vanity regard

And mischief plot, or bribing treat,

At last shall see their own deceit
Accomplishing their dire defeat !

JOR,

What stale advice your talk confers,
Ye miserable comforters!

Shall vain words never cease ? or why
Are ye emboldened to reply ?

Yo that feel not my racking pain,

May well my groaning speech disdain.
If I could leave my lowly bed,

And your souls were in my soul’s stead,
Words I could heap up as ye do,

And shake the doubtful head at you—
But would I? No, your prompt relief

Would be my thought. Your gnawing grief
With kindly words I would assuage,
Ana not your breaking heart outrage.
‘What though I speak or silent be ?

No congolation comes to me.

My God is wroth. His teeth are set
Upon me and my foes are met

To aggravate my fullen plight

And sit in my offended sight.

They, gaping, starc and load my ears
With biting and reproachful sneers.

To the ungodly am I left,

Of former peace and ease berelt,

God and His archers, from the bow

At me their piercing arrows throw.

My reins asunder cleave. My gall

Upon the ground doth wasted fall,

And He with giant strength agsails

My soul, and all my pleading fails

To stay His ire. Each weary day

My weeping eyes my griefs portray.

Not for injustice in my hands!

And I maintain my prayer demands

A gracious ear. Let not the ground
Conceal my blood! Nor be there found
A means to hush my yearning cry,
Because my record is on high !

Oh, that a friend with God might plead
For me, and be a friend indeed.

But no! I am surrounded close

By such as mock at all my loss.

But Thou, O Lord, shalt drive them back!
Because they understanding lack.

I ask no flattery to conssle

My heart, nor falsehood to condole

My lot; for they who practise these
Their children and their name shall cease.
But let thy candid kindness prove,

The truth aud value of your love.

An upright man would stand amazed

To see another such abused.

For simple minds and gentle hearts

Are still astute detecting arts

Of those who clothe themnselves in white
To cover rags that shun the light.

The rightecus shall hold on his way
With meek reserve in open day.

And he that hath elean hands shall adl
New strength to strength and be made glad.
But as for you, I have not heard

Such speech that could command regard;
1 pray ye now arise to go,

And me your welcome absence show,
For I must pray. My days are short,
And fleeting hours my cares exhort.

My former purposes are gone,

I feel the darksome hour draw on,
Preceding the refulgent light

That shall arise and chase the night

Of death away! My grave is made,
The debt of sin shall soon be paid,
With my decease, and I must wait
Where death-bound fellows congregate,
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And kindred with corruption bo
Till God brings forth my hope to me.

‘W. CAMERON, Panama.

(To be continued.)

SUNDAY MORNING AT THE BIRMINGHAM CHRISTADELPHIAN
ECCLESIA, No. 103,

C“Exhort one another

daily.””—Pavu.

We cannot do better, on the present
occasion, than return to the consideration
of Paulas the model which Christ has
avowedly set forth for the study and
imitation of all succecding generations of
disciples. So many
pressed upon our attention in modern
times, and we are in daily contact with so
much that is alien to the case aud the
principles of Paul, that it is a wmatter ot
necessity that we look closcly at, and
conform as much as we can to, the
standard to which Christ would have us
rise. God said to the adversary of Job:
¢ Hast thon considered My servant Job
that there is none like him in the earth
—one that feareth God and escheweth
evil?””  The case before us is as it Christ
said to us: ¢ Hast thou considered my
servant Paul, who is a chosen vessel unto
me, and an example of what I desire to
see in all my brethren ?”’

We have looked at him in the ardour
of his devotion to Christ; in his modest
self-estimate, yet courageous assertion of
personal trath, and in his disinterested
coacern for the poor. There are many
other notable points in the picture, The
most conspicuous, perkaps, is that in
which he preseuts so complete a contrast
to the secular-minded ** civilisation ” of
our day—namely, his constant, practical,
robust-minded unaflected recognition of
God. God is in the foregronnd of all he
does, says, or thinks. God is not a theory
with him—not a doctrine merely—not
an intellectual conception—but a fact

other models are

perceived and taken into account in as
matter-of-fact a way as a man does his
friend or the weather. [is gospel is not
merely the gospel of the Kingdom: it is
first the * gospel of God.” —(1 Thess ii.
9.) He thought of himself as a personal
agent of God, by whom God approached
men with entreaty to be conformed and
reconciled to Him, in a personal sense.
“ We are ambassadors of Christ, as
though God did beseech you by us; we
pray yeu, in Christ’s stead, be ye recon-
ciled to God.’—(2 Cor. v, 20.) To the
Athenians he placed the preseutation of
God first: ** Whom ye ignorantly worship
Him declare [ unto you—God who made
the world and all things therein.”"—(Acts
xvii. 23.) ““He commandeth all men every-
where to repent.’””  Again, to the men of
Lystra, he said : “ We preach unto you
that ye should turn from these vanities
unto the living God, who made heaven
and earth and the sea and all things that
are therein.”—(Acts xiv, 15) The
message from God—the gospel in its
technical sense—is placed second, which
is a nataral order of ideas. This message
is summarised in the fact of His *“having
made known unto us the wystery of His
will, according to His good pleasure,
which e hath purposed in Himself.” —
(Eph.i. 9.) A man aware of this message,
but not acquainted, and in friendship
with God Himself, is not in the circle of
the saintship to which we are invited by
the hand of Paul. Let us beware of thoge
beggarly presentations of Paul’s gospel,
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which leave out its warmth and its colour
and its glory. The love of God is the
first teature of the house of God, which
Paul laboured to establish, Without it,
Paul’s doctrines become so many rattling
bones with which slaves of the flesh may
perhaps make music to themselves, like
the dusky buffoons of modern miunstrelsy,
but which are of no benefit to anybody
unless they are in fervid love with God,
from whom they originate. It was the
fanlt Jesus found with the Pharisees that,
with all their compliances with Moses,
“ they had not the love of God in them.”
—(Jno v.42.) They loved the praise of
men more than the praise of God.—(Jno.
xii. 43.) It is the possibility (illustrated
in more cases than one) that we may
acknowledge Christ and know the ele-
mentary facts of the truth, and yet, while
having thus a name to live, be dead,
kuowing not the Father, who is the head
of Christ, and apart from whom Christ
has no meaning, To love God was more
than all whole burnt offerings and
sacrifices. This was the sentiment of one
of the Scribes, the expression of which
elicited from Christ the remark that he
was not far from the kingdom of God.—
{Mark xii. 34.) So, to love God is more
than all money-spending, meeting-holding,
and doctrine-defining that men may
engage in, without a sanctifying recogni-
tion of the Creator of heaven and earth.
These things have their place, but if
they are without Paul’s love of God, they
are as salt without savour. It was the
first of the great commandments—that
men should love God with all their
strength and soul and mind, This is the
¢ first commandment” both of the law
and the gospel. It is one exemplified in
the case of Paul, who, even before his
enlightenment, worshipped the God of his
fathers, and was zealous towards Him
(Acts xxii. 3), and afterwards was a
living embodiment of it in all its manifold
relations.

In our day, men are ashamed to

acknowledge God. Even when there is
a; professional recognition of Him in a
ceremonial way, as with the clericals,
it is obscured in Latin words (Deus
Volente) and these are pared down to
their smallest form-—their first letters.
Men, who think they ought at all events
to appear pious, propose to do so and so
—“D.V" This is very different from
Paul’s straightforward, sincere and manly
—*if the Lord will” “D.V.” is re-
ducing the recognition of God to its
smallest and most scrubby dimensions.
It is not in reality a recognition and
confession of God, but a slavish com-
pliance with conventionalism-—convention-
alism of the most odious type—the
conventionalism of the Gentile apostacy
from apostolic truth and simplicity—a
respectable system which overshadows
the world with the shadow of death and
from which every earnest man will seek
to deliver himself by a retarn to the clear
and healthy and saving example of Paul.

His recognition of God evenin common
things, is coustant and natural. He is,
in fact, a good example of what James
means when he refers deprecatingly to
those who say, * To-day, or to-morrow,
we will go into such a city and continue
there a year and buy and sell and get
gain.” Says James (iv. 14), “ Ye know
not what shall be on the morrow. . . .
Ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we
shall live and do this or that.” 7This was
the habit of Paul, eur example from
Christ. Parting with the brethren at
Ephesus, he said, “I will retarn again
unto you if God will”—(Acts xviii. 21.)
Writing to the Corinthians as to the
prospect of a visit, he says (1 Cor. iv. 19),
“1 will come to you shortly, ¢f the Lord
will.””  So to the Romans, he says he had
“ Made request in prayer that he might
have a prosperous journey to them by the
will of God” (i. 10); and he asks them
to pray that ‘“he might come to them
with joy &y the wil of God.’— (xv. 32.)
The hrethren following his example when
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they could not dissuade Paal frow running
into danger at Jerusalem, said, “The
will of the Lord be done.”—(Acts xxi.
14.} Peter, in the same line of things,
recognised that if any brother found him-
self in circumstances of suffering. it was
the will of God (1 Pet. iii. 17), and
“according to that will ”—{(iv. 19.) If a
door was opered to Paul, it was opened
to him ** of the Lord.”’—(2 Cor. ii. 12.) If
Pauol lived in all good conscience, it was
“before God.”—(Acts xxiii. 1.) If he
spoke with special emphasis, it was before
God in Christ..—(2 Cor. xii. 19.) If he
abstained from lying, it was before God.
—(Gal i. 20.) If he addressed himself
to Timothy in a specially-solemn way, it
was before God.—(1 Tim. v.21; 2 Tim.
iv. 1) If he desired a witness to the
truth of his assertions, it was God whom
he served.—(Rom. i. 9; Phil.i. 8; | Thess.
ii., 5.) If he desired to comfort the
brethren, his appeal was to the fact that
God was faithful, who wonld not suffer
them to be tempted above that they were
able to bear (1 Cor. x. 13), and who was
able to make all grace abound toward
them (2 Cor. ix. 8), and so on, through
many numerous examples. Paul, like the
Lord himself, set Jehovah always before
him. It was the constant vision of his
mental man. He is our example. Do
not be satisfied with any other. Beware
of the blighting influence of refined society,
or the example of the vulgar herd in this
matter. The world lieth in wickedness.
It konows not God. Its ways and
thoughts and habits are odious in His
eyes; and we are in danger of being
conformed to all these. Listen to the
command of the Spirit by Paul, which
says, ¢ Be not conforined to this world,
but be ye transformed in the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove (or
realise in yourselves) what is that good
and acceptable and perfect will of God.”
—(Rom. xii. 2.) In all thy ways
acknowledge Him.”

In view of Paul’s habitual recoguition of

God, it is natural to find that he was a
man of prayer—aunother feature of our
model to consider. Almost Lis first
appearance on the page of New Testa-
ment history exhibits him in this aspect.
Jesus said to Ananias, when directing
him where to find Saul of Tarsus,
‘ Behold he prayeth.”—(Acts ix. I1.)
Tmmured in prison at Philippi, in the
darkness and silence of night, ** Paul and
Silas prayed and sang praises.”’—(Acts
xvi. 25.) Bidding farewell with the
Ephesian brethren at Miletus, * he knelt
down and prayed with themn all”—(xx.
36.) Visiting at the temple, he prayed.
—{xxii. i7.) Even before a large ship’s
company, “ he gave thanks to God in pre-

sence of them all.”—(xxvii. 35.) He
prayed for the brethren—« We pray
always for yon ”—(2 Thess. i, 11.) «I

thauk my God upon every remembrance
of you, always in every prayer of mine,
making request for yon all with joy.”—
(¥hil.i. 4)  “1 make mention of you
always in my prayers,””—(Rom. i. 9.)
¢ We give thanks to God and the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always
for you” (Col. i. 3), “night and day
praying exceedingly that we might see
your face.”— {1 Thess. iii. 10.)  He often
asks the brethren to pray for him:
¢ Brethren, pray for us.)’—(2 Thess. iii.
1; Heb. xiii. 18,) ¢ Strive with me in
your prayers to God for me.”--(Romans
xv. 30.) “J trast, through your prayers,
1 shall shortly be given to you.”— (Philem.
22.)

He makes it a matter of urgent exhort-
ation that the brethren should give them.
selves to prayer: *“ Pray always with all
prayer in the spirit.’—(Eph. vi. 18.) ¢ In
everything. by prayer and supplication,
et your requests he made kuown unto
God.’—(Phil. iv. 6.} “I will that men
pray everywhere.’—(1  Tim. ii. 8.)
“ Pray without ceasing; in everything
give thanks, for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesvs concerning you.”—(1 Thess.
v. 17-18.)
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Paul’s familiar communications with
the brethren were tinged with the same
spirit of godliness. There is no levity;
no avoidance of allusious to the troth to
conciliate unjustified wen, the fear of
whom bringeth a snare  He exemplified
in himself the exhortation he gave to the
brethren : * Let your speech be always
with grace, seasoned with salt , . .
sound speech, that cannot be condemned
. . . neither jesting nor foolish
talking, which are not convenient, but
rather giving of thanks.,” When he saw
the brethren, on his journey towards
Rome, ‘“he thanked God and took
courage.”—(Acts xxviii 15.) His saluta-
tions are all divine. Examine every
epistle : he brings God and Christ into all
his greetings. Are we to follow Paul or
the paganism of modern atheistic cus-
tom ? Modern paganism will soon be
swept from the tace of the earth, and
make way for the glory of the Lord,
which will be inscribed even on the bells
of the horses. If we conform to the world,
we shall perish with the world. Our part
—our duty—our wisdom is to conform to
the image of the new man of which Christ
bhas given us so abundant an example in
Paul.

There are several other features. Paul
was affectionately interested in the
brethren, He writes to the Thessa-
lonians : © Being aflectionately desirous
of you, we are willing to have imparted
to yon not the gospel of God only, but
our own souls also, because ye were dear
unto us.”’—(1 Thess.ii. 7.) Thisisa con-
trast to the social ideal of the nineteenth
century, of which polite indiffereace is a
prominent feature. It is considered weak
to be affectionate, and small to be sympa-
thetic,  Men harden each other in pride,
and wiscall it by many fine nawes, which
gloss over the monstrosity. and perpetnate

a strained and tyrannous etiquette which

blights the fruit of the spirit. Paul repre-
sents a totally different school, viz, the
school of Christ. who himself was meek

|
|
|

and lowly, and not ashamed even of tears,
He wept at the death of Lazarus; he
wept over Jerusalem; he made supplica-
tion with “strong crying and tears’’—
(Heb. v. 7.) Paul also appears before us
as a tender-hearted man, moved fre-
quently to tears. He “served the Lord
with many tears.”—(Acts xx. 19.) He
*‘ceased not to warn every oue of the
brethren, night and day, with tears.”—
(verse 31.) He wrote to the Corinthians
* with many tears."””—(2 Cor. ii. 4.) He
told the Philippians—~even weepingin the
act of writing—of false brethren, who
were the enemies of Christ,”-—(Phil. iii,
18.) He was touched at the entreaties of
the brethren; who sought to dissnade him
fromn going, in the teeth of danger, to
Jerusalem. He said, ** What mean ye
to weep and to break mine heart ? I am
willing, not ouly to be bound at Jeru-
salem but to die for the name of the
Lord Jesus,”—(Acts xxi. 13.) In this,
also,we bave an exhibition of his courage
and enterprise in the service of Christ, as
well as his susceptibility to tender emo-
tion. The ideal brother of Christ, as
represented in Paul, is not all head: he
is a tender-hearted, loving mau,

There be many who are called brethren,
through whom the truth is brought into
reproach, who conform not at all to the
Pauline standard. ‘They are contentious
without Leing faithful ; intelligent, with-
out being loving; courageous, without
being humble ; bold, without being
reverent, They are selt-assertive, without
being regardful of others; sensitive to
human opinion, without the fear of God;
manly ard resolute, without being sympa-
thetic and considerate. Wise men will
resist the influence of this class, and seek
to neatralise it Ly the exhibition and
assertion of the model Christ has given us
in Paul. This model we have only par-
tially outlined in the matters passed in
review. [tisin the power of every one
to make its closer acquaintance in the
daily and attentive reading of Paul’s most
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wonderful epistles, The details exhibited,
however, present a sufficiently complete
picture for practical purposes.

Summarising them, we have found
a man of good conscience and modest self-
estimate ; yet of bold self-assertion, when
necessary ; an earnest, ardent, devoted,
thorough-going friend and servant of
Christ ; supremely, yea, exclusively in-
terested in Christ’s affairs on earth,
for which he entertained an appreciation
amounting to enthusiasm. We have
found him a benevolent man, mindfal of
the needs of others; iuterested in the
brethren : solicitous of their welfare, and
compassionate of the poor. We have
found him a man of sympathy, of affec~
tion, and of tendcrness of heart, even to
tears. We have found him, above all, a
lover of God, a man of prayer, with con-
stant recognition and regard for the will
of God in all his matters, and a
constant exemplification of sobriety and
godliness,

In these particulars, we have a copy
set before us by Christ to imitate. Shall

we give up the attempt because it is
difficult ? Our copying may be bluudering
and blotted in the first stages; but, with
perseverance, like the children who pore
over the desks at school, we shalil find the
process grow easier with every effort,
until, at last, we shall attain to a degree
of approximation that may, at first, seem
impossible. Let us remember that in the
master of the school, we have a mercitul
and faithful high priest, who knows our
infirmities, and will make allowauce for
our shortcomings, if only we are attentive
and diligeut scholars. e ever liveth to
wmake intercession for ue; and in all our
strageles with the old man within, and
the seductive world without, having him-
self suffered, being tempted. he is able
also to succour them that are tempted.
Such is Panl's assurance to us (Heb. ii.
15), who also says, in view of the very
fact (iv. 16) : ¢ Let us, therefore, come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy and find grace to help
in time of need.”

EprITOR,

ANGLO-ISRAELISM.

Dear BroTHER RoBERTs.—It must be
a matter of general regret among the
brethren that such a foolish theory as that
of which Mr. Hine is the expounder, should
possess the influence to draw so many
people after it as it does. Of course the
latter-day delusions will perform their
appointed task of blinding the willingly
ignorant to the beauty of the promises,
and to their character, as obviously the
feature of the redemption Jehovah bhas
ordained for fallen man, when the time
arrives for its execution, Nevertheless, it
appears extraordinary that so manifest and
palpable an error as that embodied in the
Anglo-Israel Theory should receive the
amount of credence it receives from an
intellivent public like the Euglish. We
are less surprised at the psychological fal-
lacies, abundant as they are, obtaining
suffrage, because the tolerance given them
is based on tradition, and is the offspring

of a long-standing clerical * interpreta-
tion "’ of Scripture. The theology of the
past and present ages has perpetuated
this “lie; ’ hence, we wonder not at its
reception by so many. It is, however, dif-
ferent with the Hine theorv. A com-
paratively new idea, it 1s gathering
patronage at an alarming rate until it is
positively painful to find so many of our
countrymen “ convinced ”’ they are “ Israel-
ites,”’ and that their nation is ¢ the veritable
lost Israel ”>—mnot a poor compliment
either, be it said.

Personally I feel sorry that a man of
Mr. Hine’s pretensions, who if not an
impostor is, at least, a thorough enthusiast,
should stalk about the country, gulling (it
is a strong term but perfectly correct
literally) people with the “hit™ he
makes from the “refuge of lies” which
his theory affords; whereas the truth—
especially that portion of it relating to the
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Abrahamic covenant—should meet with so
little encouragement and much disparage-
ment from the same people, who swallow
with avidity anything coming through the
channels of sanctimony and pretence, but
who close their eyes to reason, logic and
even Scripture. They will believe they
are “ saints,” but they dislike being told
they are sinners; and to be assured they
are lIsraelites is only another link in that
chain of bondage, out of which God alone
can deliver the great majority of our
fellow-men. It is to be hoped the time is
at hand when the “vail’’ now thickening
will be rent, when the strange phenomenon
of people coming from the ends of the
earth, admiiting that they have been
deceived, will yield a practical illustra-
tion of what is, at the present moment,
only a mental though a self-evident as-
surance of what will be.

Whilst aliuding to this subject, I may
state that I have been even more astounded
to hear of some professing a knowledge of
the truth entertaining favourable opinions
regarding this wondrous theory. How it
is possible for one possessing an intelli-
gent understanding of the promises to
regard with other than feelings of the
very deepest repugnance this Anglo-Israel
Theory, is surely most remarkable. A
theory which nuilifies divine testimony,
which misappropriates Secripture, which
strains and wrests the gracious promises,
which hideously deforms history and
destroys the marvellous uniformiry of
God’s plans—such a theory ought not to
be considered by the disciple of the truth.
It is so incredible that any brother in
Christ should hold such an opinion, that it
must be presumed either the wind of such
is nursing the poisonous weeds of error or
has never properly understood the glorious
toundatton upon which prophecy and the
gospel were built.

Howerver, my letter is already a lengthy
one and your time is no doubt limited. I
will conclude, therefore, with the hope
that those who are imbibing the pernicious
doctrine presented in the Anglo-Israel
Theory will reconsider their position, and
ultimately realise how ridicnlounsly mal-
apropos it is for a believer to admit the
theory as at all feasible, side by side with
the true facts of the gospel. 1 am, dear
brother, yours in the bonds of the one
faith,

B. SAwbDEN.

Nov. 11th, 1878.

(From the Scarborough Weekly Post,
Oct. 11th, 1878.)

Sir.—Mr. Hine has come before the
public with his identity theory. He cou-
tends for the identification of the lost Ten
Tribes of Israel in the British nation, and
he challenges any Bible student through-
out Britain to bring forward a single fatal
objection to his theory., As a public man
Mr, Hine is open to criticism, just as,
being human, he may err—humanum est
errare. Asa speaker he is positive—all
dogmatists are positive, forgetful, perhaps,
that mere dogmatism is ** a feeble weapon,
thrown without effect,” Mr. Hine is at
any rate thoroughly convinced of the in-
fallibility of his own views on the sub-
ject; this is his peculiar idiosyncrasy as a
theorist. The Anglo-Israel theory is de-
serving of notice, although it does not
appear consonant with Scripture testimony
in many respects, and for this reason: it
will serve as a medium for drawing more
general attention to one of the sublimest
facts taught in the Baible, viz., that “ God
has not cast away His people Israel,” but
has set a time, yet future,in which He will
gather and bring them into their own
Jand, and make them a blessed mnation
under the government of Christ, who is
appointed to rule the world in righteous-
ness. More than this, it is to be feared,
the theory will not accomplish~ it may
sow seeds of error in the minds of such
as are cajoled by it. It has too much of
the nature of invention about it, as though
the enunciator were following in the paths
of those who manufacture theories to suit
the spirit of the age or that of discovery.
The facts relating to the history of Israel
are such as to provoke astonishment at the
character Jchovah manifested to that
people, and the modus operandi whereby
He tanght them He was Jacob’s shield and
defender. At the very onset of their
carcer we find them in bondage, from
which they were delivered by supernatural
intervention. And it is as well to remem-
ber that the exodus was a grand type of
the second deliverance to be effccted at the
coming of Christ: *according to the days
of thy coming out of the land of Egypt
will I show unto him marvellous things.””
— (Micah vii. 15.) During the period of
their wanderings God was continually
punishing them for their sins. Through-
out their history, even in the days of
prosperity, they were visited by the rod,
that they might not forget Him who
“bare them on eagles’ wings” from the
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briekfields of Beypt to the “land flowing
with milk and honey.”  And their dlspcl—
sion, when they were finally cjected from
Pulestine, was a rivde Jesson to teach them
that they were not the came as other
nations, that God had * chosen them for a
peenliar people.””  “You only have [
known ot all the familics of the earth.
therefore T will punish yon for yonr
iniquitics.” It seewms a painful method,
and it has extended over a lengthened
period, during which the once  happy
Israclites have soffered the  indignation
and chastisement of an angry God.  The
leading featare in the deporiment of cast-
out Isracl, in the course of their exile is,
as  prophetically amponnced, that of  a
people conscions of their punishment, and
cither lmmenting theiy past sins or groan-
ing under the barden ot their afflictions.
This reality will be scen to possess a
sipnificance as we tonch nearer the subject.
A few citations in proot of what has been
asserfed: * And these are the words that
the Tord spake coneerning Istael and con-

cerning Judshe . . We have
heawrd o voice of trembling, of fear and
not of peace.  Ask ye now, and  gee

whether a man doth travail with child?
Wherefore do T see cevery man with his
hands on his loins, as a0 woman in travail,
and all faces are turied iunto paleness ?
Alas! for that day is great, so that none
is like it; it is cven the time of Jacob’s
tronble; but he shall be saved out of it,
For it shall come to paxs jn that day,
saith the Lord of Tosts, that T will break
his voke from off thy (Facob’s) neck, and
will barst thy honds, and stra ers shall
no more serve themselves of him.”  This
is one out of many passages confirmatory
of the faets that the Tsraclites ave alive fo
their shame and contempt up to the very
day of their walvation. It is no use
saying this applies to Judah only; it
evidently applies to boil Judah and Isracl.
In Frekiel xxxvii. the sane thing is
conveyed in another form,  Tsrael is there
spoken of as **dead ”"—in a state of politi-
el nonentity, They are made to say,
“ Our bones are dried. and our hope js lost;
we are ent off from our parts” If the
reader will tarn to the chapter itself, he
will pereeive at a glance that the time
referred to is that intervening between the
exile and return of Isracl from eaptivity,
And the prophet ntters the prophecy con-
cerning their resurvection. It is stripped
of figurative language in the 21st verse. as
follows : © Behold, 1 will take the children
of Isvacl from among the heathen, whither

they be gone, and will gather them on
every side, and bring them into their cwn
Iand; and T will make them one nation in
the land upon the monntaius of Isracl”
&e. Now, how does this tally with Mr.
Hine's theory 7 What analogy is there
betwixt seattered Isvael, as propheticaily
deseribed, and nationa! Britain 2 I fail w
sce any, The faet is, Brirain does not
answer to the deseription. Yor along time
now Britain has enjoyed eommereial and
politieal prosperity.  8he is nof, nor ever
has been, *“meted out and tradden under
foot,” neither has she suffered rveproach
among the nations.  On the eontrary, her
caveer has been o brilliant one, and <he
fills a position of power and influence the
3ible nowhere says the Ten Tribes ave to
enjoy prior fo their ve-settlement in their
own land under the millennial blessings,
Bat, pursuing this argmment, it is plain to
the most cursory perusal of prophecy, that
Isracl remains nnder the clond until the
sunshine of divine interference at the
Juneture of the Apocalypse of  the Messinh
disperses the gloom of  their hour of
tronble.  In Iixekiel xxxiv. they are
spoken of as sheep— sheep  “seattered
beeanse there is mno shepherd, and they
beeame meat to all the beasts of the field
when  they were seattered. My sheep
wandered through all the mounntains, and
upon every high hill 5 vea, my flock was
scattered upon all the face of the carth,
and none did search or seek after them.”
Now, the context shows that it is ont of
this nomadie condition that Johovah
delivers them. I will bring them out
from the people, and gather them from the
countries.”” &c.  In verse 18 of the same
chapter there is a beantiful deseription
-en of the relationship existing between
famished  Tsracl and  the rich nations
among whom they are seattered,  Itis so
distinetly opposite to the present honour-
able station of Dritain that it refutes the
assumption of her being the Ten Tribes of
Isrucl. When does Israel rise from the
degradation of exile 2 * Sing, O dauzhter
of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glud and
rejoice with all thy heart, O daughter of
Jernsalem.  The Lord hath taken away
thy judgments, Ile hath east ont thine
enemy; the King of Israel, the Lord, is in
the midst of thee : thon shalt not see evil
any more . . At that time I
will undo all that ‘nﬁ‘hct thee; and T will
save her that  halteth, and  gather
her that wuas driven out. - (Zeph, iii.
14-20.) This alone testifies to the
misconception Mr. Iine’s  theory em-




I he Coristadelphian ,‘]
Jan. 1, 1879,

ANGLO-ISRAELISM, 29

braces. It is a clear evidence that Britain
by no means meets the regnirements of
the case. I do not sce how it is possible,
without deliberately  wresting  Seripture,
to prove what Mr. Hine pretends to
prove: it does not seem compatible with
the divine plan. IMHowever it is guitc un-
neeessary to dwell longer on this point.
There are countless passages forthcoming
to substantiate those already quoted, all
undeniable proofs of the fact that the
Israelites, during their captivity, retain
consciousness of their pnuishment, that
they are not blessed until redeemed and
vestored to their Syrian home, and that
the larter does not oceur until the North-
ern Power is brought against the monn-
tains of Isracl and defeated there at the
hands of the returned Messiah, I think
this is a fatal objection to Mr. Iine’s
theory; but I would like to sce him prove
otherwise. A word, in conclusion. about
the *“isles.”  This is a term occurring
several times in the Old Testament. That
some of Israel's exiled sons are dwelling
in the “isles afur off * it is not necessary
to deny.  Is is even requisite for this to be
s0.  But the “isles” have a “mission.”
They “wait” upon “Jehovah;” they
trust upon s arm.””  What is that
mission ? It is intimately connected with
the restoration of Israel. * Who are these
that flv as a cloud, and as the doves to
their windows ? Surely the isles shall
wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish
first to bring thy (Isracl’s) sons from far,
their silver and their gold with them.”'—
(Isainh 1x. 1-11.) It seems to me that
this Tarshish maritime power is the saire
as that mentioned in [salah xviii. as fol-
Jows: “ Ho! to the lund shadowing with
wings, which is beyond the rivers of
Ethiopia; that sendeth ambassadors by
the sca, even in vessels of balrushes upon
the waters.  Go, ye swift messengers o a
nation seattered and pecled, to a people
terrible from their beginning hitherto.”
The *‘mission” of the “isles” is to
“bring a present >’ un’o the Lord of Hosts,
of *‘a people scattered and peeled.” It is
evident that both Isaiah xviii. and Ix.
refer to one and the same power—an
island power, employing ships and sending
ambassadors by water, &e., possessing
“wings” or eolonies, The reader may
juige for himsclf what power suits the
picture.  Thas power is friendly to the
Tsraclite; it places its ships at his disposal
and carries him to the land of his fore-
fathers. Is it the power mentioned in
Ezgk., xxxviile *“ Sheba and Dedan and

the merchants of Tarshish, and the young
lions thereot ?** If so, then we find that
power antagenising the Northern Culossus.

.o

sayin Art thou come to take a spoil 77
&c.—friendly to the Jew and to the
Israclite, who appear to have formed

a colony, living in the land without
“bars and gates,” and, therefore. scem-
ingly under the protection  of the
merchant power who opposes the invasion
of Gog. Propheey indieates very suc-
cintly, vet pointedly, thit some power in
tie Iatter days favours lsrael with its
friendship, sud that friendship assists in
forwarding their embarkation from the
stranger’s to their own shores.  “ The
Isles” is "he power; and if the isles be
Britain, Britain cannot both be the friend
of Istael and Israel herself at one and the
same time. The real trath scems to be
this: that the Israclites scem to be in eap-
tivity in various lads—some in onr own;
that they will be *recovered a second
time” in duc conrse; and that Britain
has bheen commissioned by Him  who
“rales in the kingdoms of men, and
giveth it to whomsoever He will,” to take
their part when the time of restoration
arrives. I am, sir, yours,

B. Sawoex.

(Irom the Scarborowgl Daily Post.)

Dear Sir,—A nameless friend has sent
me a copy of yonr issue of the 11th Oct,
1878, with a request that I will reply to
¢B.Bs” letter on “The Anglo-Israel,
Theory.” I do so with pleasure, as his
letter is written in a temperate and
conrteons spivit.  “ B.8s” chief difficul-
ties are two-fold —first, that Jeremizh xxx.
4-9, and Izekiel xxxvii. 11-21, go to show
that the Israclites, as well as the house of
Judaly, are to be fonnd in the last days
before their deliverance in o condition of
depression, dispersion and miscry, wholly
unltike that claimed as Istael s portion
represented by the spicndour of the empive
of Great DBrirain to-day. Dazckiel xxxiv.

and Zeph. 14-20 are also cited to
support * B.8s 7 views,  Sceond, that

admitting © Tarshish ” and “ all the young
lions thereof ” of Ezckiel xxxviii. 13, as
well as the “isles ™ of Isainh 1x. 9-11, to
represent Great  Britain ant her Colonial
Ewpire of to-day, it is impossible to sup-
pose that “ Britain, the power which is the
friend of Isracl, can be Israel herself at
one and the same time.”  This appears to
me a fair resume of “B.Ss” difficu'tics,
which, with your leave, «ir, Twill now wy
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and meet. Let us take the last fiest. I { to their land, must consequently, as the

quite agree with our friend that Great
Britain is the power represented by Isaiah
xviii. as “the land shadowing with wings
“the isles” of Isaiah Ix. 9-11, to whom is
destined also the role of taking Judah, or
the Jews, as *“a present’’ to the Lord.
This power being aided by Sheba (India)
and Dedan (Aden and Arabia), and all the
“ young lions,” or newly-erected naticn—
colonies, distinctly marks the British
Empire (as “B.S.” also believes) to be the
destined restorers of the Jews—the antag-
onist of Gog and Magog *on the monn-
tains of Israel 7 (Exek. xxxviii.), and the
victors in that great war, which, I believe,
God’s word calls “Jacob’s trouble.”’—
(Jeremiah xxx. 7.) I would ask “B.S.”
while admitting all this, to reflect, if, in-
deed, Great Dritain be, as we both allow,
destined to be the agents employed to
restore the Jews to their land, how they
can fail to be God’s people—the ten-tribed
nation Israel ? The Scriptures tell us in
Zeph, iii. 10, that * from beyond the rivers
of Ethiopia” (the position of the British
Islands), “ His suppliants ” (therefore a
Christian race—Hosea 1. 10), “Even the
daughter of My dispersed” (therefore
Hebrews in dispersion, or the Lost Ten
Tribes) shall bring Mine offering.” What
that offering is, Isaiah xviii. distinctly tells
us ; and “B.8.” admits, I believe, it is
“ the people scattered and peeled, terrible
from their beginning and hitherto’’—that
is, the sons of Judah, or the Jews. But
who does Isaiah say (in chap. xviii.) are to
bring this offering or present to the Lord ?
He distinctly says (verse 7) it shall be
“from a people terrible from their be-
ginning and hitherto’’ therefore, clearly
“from” a people of the same race as the
“ offering ” or * present” itself—that is,
“from” the Hebrews. the daughter of
« Jehovah’s dispersed,” the Ten Tribes of
Israel. These, again, as “ B.S.” sees, are
those whose missionary operations, island
habitation and colonial empire plainly
identify them with the British. But

God’s word allotted to only one race the :

function of universal beneficence, and of
world-wide evangelisation ; to one race
only was promised * the desolate heritages”
as a colonial empire, and the faculty to
develop into “a nation and company of
nations.” —(Isaiah xlix. 8 ; Genesis xxxXv.
11; xxviii. 14.) That race was the
Hebrews, The British race, which answers
perfectly to those signs or marks of
Israelite origin, and which, as “DB.38.”
admits, is destined to take back the Jews

daughter of the * Lord Jehovah’s dis-
persed,” and as His Christian “suppliants,”
be none oth:r than the Lost Ten Tribes,
to whom, and never to a Gentile nation,
has God’s word assigned the duty of con-
ducting Judah back to their joint possession.
“At that time,” saith the Lord, ¢ the house
of Judah shall walk to the honse of Israel,
and they shall come together out of the
land of the NorrH, to the land which I
have given for an inheritance to your
fathers,””—(Jer. iii. 18 ; see also Hosea i.
11.) I think, therefore, I bave reason,
logie, and Scriptures too, on my side, when
I say that the restorers of the Jews to the
land being the British, the latter, by God’s
arrangements, must be the house of Israel,
His dispersed, but certainly not the
Geantile nation whom *“B.S.,” I see,
clearly imagines our people to be.
His letter is a literal fulfilment of Hosea
i. 10, for “B S.”” in saying ‘“ the British
are not Israel ’ is, in effect, saying they
are “not God’s people,” though I take
him to allow they are ¢ the sons of the
living God,” or the truly Christian na-
tion? I next reply to “ B.S.’s” difficulty
as to the present prosperous condition of
the British and their marked contrast to
what he is led to expeet will be the con-
dition of the Ten Tribes of Israel when
the time of their restoration draws near.
Ezek. xxxvil. 11-21; Jer, xxx. 4-9; KEzck.
xxxiv; and Zeph. iii. 14-20, are relied
on by “B.8.’ But if “B.S.” examines
Ezek. xxxvii. he will find that when the
Lord revives the dry bones of Israel
(verse 10) the nation ‘stood upon their
feet, an exceeding great army”—a figure
which setiles one or two very important
points. These are—that before the hosts
of Israel are drawn by the Lord out of
their hidden ‘‘gravelike” condition be-
fore the identity is proclaimed in fact),
this hidden nation is to be a conglomerate
body—a powerful, multitudinous, warlike
racc—an *army,” which in truth does not
respond to “B.S’s” picture at all, but
resembles the British nation. now, ex-
actly ! The soliloquy of the 11th verse
we may refer to the dry-bone condition
of this “ mighty army” now standing on
its feet — long since past—or we may con-
sider it refers to what many of us Is-
raelites feel pretty often, that “our hope
of recognition as fsrael is lost,” and “ we
are cut off for our parts,” and “our resto-
ration as Israel to our land cannot be
cffected save by the miraculons interpo-
sition of our God.” Jer. xxx. 4-9, docs
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indeed refer to Israel and Judah re-united,
and tells of a day of trouble, danger and
sorrow yet awaiting our pation and the
Jews, when Ezekiel zxxzviii. and xxxix.
shall be acecomplished facts, and “ Jaccb’s
trouble ” is in fact upon us. Our only
hope then will be the assurance which
“B.S.” has quoted: “But he shall be
saved out of it.” In reference to Eazek.
xxxiv. I can see nothing in that chapter
but what ought to be a warning to Israel’s
shepherds—the clergy of our Church, but
no facts which do not correspond to our
nation's wanderings before the Saxons and
the other component portions of it reached
these “ Isles of the Sea” (Isaiuh xxiv. 1),
and which do not exactly tally to-day
with the “lost sheep’’ straying in the
backwoods of Canada, the bushlands of
Australia, New Zealand and the Cape, to
say nothing of the semi-heathen of Lon-
don and of our great cities, even in
Christian England! In regard to Zeph.
iii. 14-20, I beg to observe that the words
“her that halteth,” refer clearly to
Zephaniah’s days B.C. 630—not to ours!
“All that afflict thee” is also in the
present tense (Zephaniah’s days. nof
our’s), and “B.S’s’" objections on that
score, certainly fail. I am, yours truly,
PHILO-ISRAEL.
Woodcot Villa, Tyndall’s Park,
Bristol, Oct. 16, 1878.

(To the Editor of the Scarborough Daily
Post.)

Dear Sir,—* Philo-Israel ” having re-
torted to my letter of the 19th inst., you
will perhaps allow me space for a few
remarks in reply. I am sorry ¢ Philo-
Israel ”’ dismissed my argument respecting
the present position of Britain not being
analogous to that of Israel, according to
prophetic outline, so sammarily, as I am
confident that it places Mr. Hine’s theory
in a serious dilemma. No fact is more
distinctly taught in the Word of God than
that embodied in my statement (which
“ Philo-Israel  disregards) that Britain
« fills a position of power and influence the
Bible nowhere says the Ten Tribes are to
enjoy prior to their re-settlement in their
own land under the millennial blessings.”
My critic has not proved otherwise; indeed,
he left it in the shade as though ‘be did not
wish to disprove it. But Isubmit it to be
of more importance than “Philo-Isracl”
cares (seemingly) to admit. The “times
of the Gentiles” are the dark days of
Israel, during which *Jerusalem is
trodden under foot,” and her people

« scattered and peeled ” —dispersed through
the length an! breadrh of the world. The
Scriptures show that, during those
“times,” the  children of Israel and the
children of Judah are oppressed together,
and all that took them captive held them
fast : they refused to let them go’ —
just as under the Egyptians before God
interfered on their behalf. And so,
when “ He puts forth His hand again the
second time to recover” His people,
Jehovah will “undo all that aflict them,”
and gather them from the countries
whither they are scattered; for * their
Redeemer is strong ; the Lord of Hosts
is His name ; He will thoroughly plead
their cause.”” It is at the termination
of the Gentile times, now nigh at hand,
when Israel ‘‘shakes herself from the
dust,” and resumes her occupation of
Syria under a Government (Christ’s)
which will bless the world at large, and
so fulfil the ‘‘promises made to the
fathers”” (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob).
I think “Philo-Israel” does not recognise
this. If the promises are understood,
how that the Hebrews are the race chosen
by God to bless mankind, but that they
have been undergoing a severe punish-
ment for their sins, which lasts till the
advent of the Messiah, it will be at once
seen that it would not be harmonious
with prophecy, or with the divine plan,
for Israel to be filling the position of
Britain. However, I must leave this
point, as I wish to make one or two
allusions of another kind before dismiss-
ing the subject. In citing Isaiah xviii.
¢ Philo-Israel ” makes an interpolation
foreign to the text, although favourable
(and this is objectionable) to Mr. Hine’s
theory. He agrees with me that Great
Britain is the power represented by
Isaiah as the land * shadowing with
wings, the isles,”” of Isaiah ix. 9-11,
“to whom,” he adds, *is destined the
role of taking Judah, or the Jews, as a
‘present’ to the Lord.” The words
“Judah, or the Jews,”’ are not in the
text. They are his own, and a very
reckless transposition too. If we are
permitted to transpose Scripture in this
tashion, we may as well manufacture
theories of our own, and set the Serip-
tures at defiance.  “Philo-Israel’s™
paraphrase is absolutely erroneous,
misleading, and out of harmony with
the context of the verse itself. It
cannot be said that Judah answers to
“the nation scattered and peeled . . .
whose land the rivers have spoiled.” It
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was Israel’s land that was spoiled ; it is
the ¢ people of Israel” (I mean Israel
as a whole) who are ¢ scattered and
peeled,” and it is the *“whole house of
Tsrael
captivity at the end of the Gentile times.
But it is easily perceived why ¢ Philo-
Israel” improves-—mutilates I should
say-—the text; it suits the theory, though
ill suiting the authority. He is well
aware, or ought to be, that Judah and
Israel were exiled for their iniquities;
and I do not believe he can furnish a
single passage which says that Israel
was to prosper prior to their return, in
company with Judah, to their own land.
Indeed Judah is to have priority, for the
“tents of Judah"” are to be
first.
“one mnation,” * Philo-Israel”

who are brought back from :

saved |
As to the privileges allotted the :
forgets .

that the promises are not fulfiled. The
evangelisation identity must fall through :

on this account. Jesus Christ himself
agked of the day when he should re-
turn: “ Shall the Son of Man when he
cometh find faith in the earth?”—a
question whose answer was prepared
long years before the first advent.
Isaiah, speaking’of the very time alluded
to by Christ, says: ‘ Behold the dark-
ness shall cover the earth and gross
darkness the people.””  And does not
Jeremiah say that “they (the people)
shall come from the ends of the earth,
and shall say, Surely our fathers have
inherited lies and vanity and things
wherein there is no profit?” It is at
this epoch, when God shall “take away
the rebuke of His people,” that He will
also ““destroy the face of the covering
cast over all people and the vail that is
spread over all nations.”” Not until after
the Armageddon, when Jerusalem has
become a praise in the earth and her
people restored, a joy and a blessing,
when the law is gone forth from Zion,
and when Christ himself has ascended
the seat of power, to reduce all king-
doms into subjection to the throne of
David —not until then does the work of
evangelisation receive its proper develop-
ment, and so establish the throne of the
Messiah in peace and righteousness. It
is then when the “compauny of nations”’
rejoice in thé Holy One of Israel; itis
then when “all nations are blessed;
it is then, and only then, when Israel and
Judah are blessed and prosperous, when
Christ, their king and priest, litts them
from the degradation of exile and
constitutes them o glorious nation under

his own government. The argument
that becanse Britain takes back the Jews,
therefore, she must be Tsrael, is illogical.
The same idca put in another form would
be hooted by Mr. Hine himself as
ridiculous. Besides, * Philo-Israel ” does
damage to Scripture in pusting so much
stress on the passage which states Judah
and Israel come from the land of the
north; in other places it is said they
come from the east and the west, from
the north and the south. As to Zeph. iii.
14, I leave any reader to peruse the
passage, and he must, upon its own
merits. confess that it refers to the time
when Israel was 1estored' “ And at that
time will I gather you.’

“T1 will Oet them praise and fame in
every land where they have been put to
shame.” “I will make you
a name and a pralxe among all people
when I turn back your captlvltv before
your eyes, saith the Lord.” I, there-
fore, comsider * Philo-Israel’s 2 objec-
tions on *that score certainly fail ”"—
not mine. Yours truly,

B. SAwDEN.

REMARKS.

TuE increasing popularity of the notion
that the English are the Tost Ten Tribes,
may have a providential purpose to
serve. It may be intended to draw
a more general atteniion than could
otherwise be secured to the prophets and
the whole subject of Israel, by way of
preparation, so far as Britain is con-
cerned, for the part which she has to
perform in subordination to Christ at his
coming in the re-gathering of the chosen
nation. - It is, of course, to be supremely
regretted that any one intelligent in the
gospel of the kingdom should be blinded
by the sophistries of Anglo-Israelism, if,
indeed, any so blinded can be accredited
with such intelligence.  But, as regards
the public at large, it is better to see
them smitten with a false theory of
Israelism than in a state of absolute
indifference to all prophecy and all
Israelism whatever. It is our duty,
doubtless, to offer all seasonable oppos-
ition to the Anglo-Israel delusion.
Nothing but the pre-occupation of other
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duties has interfered with the writing of
the promised pamphlet. We had to
choose between that and the articles
on Providence; and we came to
the conclusion that the latter were
more immediately uceful than the former,
and that therefore Anglo-Israelism had
better wait. How long we cannot tell,
but our idea is to make it the next
special job when the crowd of imperative
duties allow. We have read and
annotated, with a view to answer, the
best book out on the subject, viz., Bishop
Titcomb’s Anglo-Isracl Post Bug, abook

well calculated to fascinate and deceive
those who may be personally un-
acquainted with the matters on which
the Bishop writes. The answer to it
we purpose to incorporate in a general
pamphlet on the whole subject. We shall
strive to keep te pamphlet within small
dimensions, though this will be a matter
of some difficulty on account of the
variety and subtlety of the arguments
employed by the wupholders of the
theory.

EpIiTox.

B

@he Christadelphian,

He is nut ashamed to cadl them brethren..-(Heb. ii. 11}

JANUARY, 1879.

Tue new year opens amid “increasing
gloom,” to wuse the expression of the
temperate-speaking Daily News. The state
of things has been referred to in Parlia-
went as %a crisis of distress such as this
zeneration hasneverscen.” Brother Andrew
vemarks: ¢ {'he time of unprecedented
trouble has surely come upon us. News-
paper reading becomes more painful every
week . . . It is consoling to know
. . . that the bride will be hidden
in the closet before the tempest is at its
tull strength.” The Times says that even
“ the present case is to some degree affected.
Below the surface there is much anxiety.”
It further asks: * Why are we distressed ? ”
in answer to whicl, it remarks, “ It is hard
to understand how this calamity has
Defallen us, It is still harder to understand
its justification. We cannot dispute about
the fuct.  Evidence unfortunately comes in
from every side to attest the restricted and
uureriunerative character of our mnational
industries and the national comwerce.
Trade is limited; wages have been reduced,
and are yet to be reduced; profits have
for the time vanished. We may be told
that our experience is the experience of

all the rest of the world, but there is very
little consolation in this thought. We put
it aside with impatience, and ask again
what is the cause of this depressed stag-
nant condition of industrial enterprise.
Is it our fault? Have we done anything
to deserve it 2

The Engiucer says that business nien
“lack confidence in the course which events
“are taking: and considering that the
“recent Conference at Derlin has mercly
*ended in o patched-up peace, and left open
“the final solution of the Eastern difliculty
*to be a standing menace and a perpetual
“ source of uncasiness, it would indeed be
“surprising it under these circumstances
“there were any manifestations of con-
¢ fidence or demonstrations of approval.
“The qnestion will most assuredly crop up
“again later on, and probably in a more
“formidable manner; in the meantime a
“prolonged period of suspense, anxiety,
“and uncertainty may be looked for, and
“our markets will move along but slowly
*“and heavily. How can it be otherwise,
“for the arrangement is full of perit, and is
“certainly nothing less than a great cx-
“periment on the part of Lugland, and
“may involve us in difficulties with foreign
“countries; for the mere development and
“hmprovement of Cyprus will_scarcely pay,
“and we shall hereafter be extending our
“operations in  Syria, which will, un-
“doubtedly, excite jealousy and animosity;
“ but iinpartially and candidly speaking there
“is no settlement, and, consequently, there
*is 1o security.”
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Mr. Baxter, M.P., speaking recently at
Brechin said, “I confess to you that I am
fairly alarmed. Our finances are in a state
which must cause the gravest anxiety to
every thoughtful mind; the amount ot the
unfunded debt must be regarded ;with
consternation at the Treasury; in every
department of the State, the expenditure
is increasing with great rapidity; trade is
bad, and may be worse; the revenue is
falling off in all its branches.” An in-
fluential provincial paper says: “ The least
attentive observer of what is transpiring in
Europe, must notice that the Kuropean
political cauldron is seething ominously.
Instead of the Berlin Treaty bringing peace
with honour to Europe, the diplomatists
would really appear to have played the
part of the witches in Alacbeth, for nothing
but toil and trouble come out of what they
have done. So true is this, that it is no mere
flash of the fancy to say that the elements
of a new and a fierce war are scething,
as in a cauldron.”

Finally, the Birmingham Daily DPost
remarks:—*“ It is but in keeping with every-
thing else in these dispirited times that a
year of great depression and trouble, com-
mercial and political, should be closed by a
winter of exceptional rigour, and that the
diminished resources of the people should be
subjected to an augmented strain. On the
top of suffering tvade and reduced work and
wages, we have had disastrous strikes and
failures in all parts of the country, costly
and dangerous complications, increased
national expenditure and taxation, a full
measure of public and private calamities,
collisions, explosions, and sudden deaths,
and now, to crown all, a Christmas of the
old-fashioned griping sort, which makes
even the Javoured children of luxury shiver
in their furs, and kills off the aged, infirm,
and ill-fed poor like frost-bitten flies.”

Add to this the corrupt state and embit-
tered relations of the various classes of
society in Europe generally, and we have a
full-drawn picture of that “distress of
nations with perplexity, the sea and the
waves roarmg,” which Jesus foretold would
characterise the close of the Gentile dis-
pensation. The state of things socially is

thus sketched by the Bishop of Peterborough
in a recent address:—“The ignoble love of
ease and pleasure; the degrading worship of I

wealth; the demoralising frauds and dis-
honesties that come of the ficrce haste to
possess it; the senseless extravagance of
luxury that too often follows on its posses-
sion; the effrontery of vice that, flushed
with pride and fulness of bread, no longer
condescends to pay to virtue even the tribute
of hypocrisy ; the low cynicism that sneers
away all those better thoughts and higher
aims that are the very hreath of a nation’s
nobler life, and springing out of these, the
strife of interests, the war of classes, widen-
ing and deepening day by day as the envicus
selfishness of poverty rises aup in natural
reaction against the ostentatious selfishness
of wealth; the dull, desperate hate with
which those who want and have not come,
at last to regard the whole framework of
society, which seems to them one huge
contrivance for their oppression; the wild
dreams of revolutionary change which shall
give to all alike, without the pain of labour
and self-denial, those enjoyments which are
now the privileged possession of the few,
but which the many long for with a bitter
and a persistent longing—these are some of
the seeds of evil sown in our own soil and
by our own hands.”

The consolation of the saints in these
gloomy times is expressed by Davil in
Psalm xlvi: “ God is our refnge and our
strength, a very present help in irouble.
Therefore will not we fear though the earth
be removed, and though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea; though
the waters thereof roar and be troubled :
though the mountains shake with the
swelling thereof.” The children of God
may not come scatheless through the
trouble, but they will be preserved from
mortal hurt, and preserved unto the glorious
kingdom that lies at the other side ot the
darkness. “ When ye see these things begin
to come to pass, then lift up your heads, for
your redemption draweth nigh.”

THE TEMPLL OF EZEKILEL'S VisION,

Brother Sulley writes: “The teuple of
the age to come is engrossing all my spare
moments, I am receiving many communi-
cations from the brethren, nearly all of
which, will I think, give some little help
to the work in hand. The sulject is
evidently of great interest to many, and
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some must have given considerable study
to the vision. One brother offers to engrave
the plan on copper, free of charge. Brother
Thirtle, of Hanley, Staffordshire, offers to
translate the eight chapters of Lzekiel if I
wish; brother Richards is voluntarily doing
the same thing. I have had several books
sent to me, all carriage paid. These are all
indications of the great interest the brethren
feel in the work. If they serve no other
purpose they will give me encouragement
to proceed in this difficult task. For,
brother Roberts, 1t is difficult. Mr., Fer-
gusson, a celebrated art critic, says ¢ the
porches are no small problem.” I can quite
echo that sentiment. I am quite sure the
mystery regarding their construction is yet
unsolved. KEvery plan I have yet seen is

defective. I am trying to do the work
as fast as possible, but the necessity to
‘provide things honest in the sight of

all men, somewhat retards the work., 1
feel quite Fopeful of ultimate suceess.”
Writing latex, to brother Shuttleworth, he
says: “Tell brother Roberts I am labouring
day by day, almost, at the specification of
the temple of the age to come. I almost
think 1 have got to a solution of the
‘ gates’ but not quite certain; there are two
points about which I am not quite satisfied.

X T
le will hear from me as soon as I have got !

the whole matter clear, or have come 0 a
block in my investigation.”

THE SIBNS CF THE TIMES,

PROSPECTS OF THE ANGLO-TURKISH
CONVENTION.,

ARRIVAL O¥F MIDHAT PASHA IN SYRIA.

“BRIGHTER DAYS FOR TiIE HOLY
LAXND,”
SCHEME FOR TUE PURCHASE O PALES-
TINE.

Tur war in Afghanistan is progressing in
favour of the British arms., The British
troops are carrying all betore them, The
war has Deen sanctioned and the means
provided at a special fortnight's session of
Parliament, summoned for December 5th.

The Governuient majority on the several
votes taken in the House of Conumnons,
though large, was smaller than in the case
of former votes on their Eastern policy;
and in six bye elections that have taken
place within the last few weeks, the
Government have lost ground. Probably
on this ground, an expected appeal to the
country has been postponed. The Govern-
ment evidently fears that an appeal to the
country now would have the same effect
tor them as Gladstone’s appeal had for the
Liberal Government. It will be as the
purpose of God requires, The Tories have
been long enough in power to eftectually
develop a sitwmation in harmony with the
time of the end, which, humanly speaking,
could not have been reached under a
Liberal Government. Whether the Tories
or Liberals are best fitted to work the
sitnation developed, God knoweth; and the
result of the next general election will be
in accordance with His requirements. “ IHe
ruleth in the kingdaoms of men and giveth
them to whomsoever Hé will,” whether the
process of appointment be the sword of a
soldier or the vote of a people.

PROSPECTS OF THE ANGLO-TURXKISH
CONVENTION,

The most interesting featurce of the briel
session of parliament referred to, was the
declaration of Earl Beaconsfield with respect
to the prospects of the Anglo-Turkish
convention. At the close of the debate
on the speech from the throne, he said:

“The noble lord is under a very great
error in supposing that nothing has been
done. Unceasing labour has been bestowed
on that subject, and nothing but the great
abilities of those who are fortunately in the
employment of her Majesty abroad, their
wonderful perseverance, and their entire
devotion to the work, could have secured
the very great and considerable results
which have been accomplished. (Cheers.)
I look forward to the Convention respeeting
Turkey and Cyprus as onc of the inost
important, and, as I believe it will prove,
one of the most advantageous, not merely
to this country, but to the world in gencral.
I look forward with confidence to a great
regeneration of Asia Minor. (Hear, Hear.)
When the mnoble lord turns round and
ridicules the occupation of Cyprus under
the circum-tances in which we undertook
that occupation, and for the purposes for
which 1t was undertaken, 1 would assure
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the noble lord that it is not easy to find
language to describe the advantages of
that poqtlon Whatever the noble lord
may urge to induvce the House and the
oountlv “to suppose that that occupation
is valneless, I can declare that the ad-
vantages exceed all that we had counted
upon - that our anticipation with regard to
that Island, which we believed to be
necessary for our greater purpose, namely,
the regeneration of Asia Minor, has been
tulfilled, and amply fulfilled. 1 speak
without the slightest hesitation—I speak
after communications with my colleagues,
who have recently visited that island, when
1 say that it will be a place of arms not
merely for a time, but as affording a most
admirable harbour for our navy, and as
giving England that commanding position
without which it would be impossible for us
to carry into effect our plans in Asia Minor.
Our expectation is entirely fulfilled, and I
believe that island will soon be recognised
as one of the most important and influential
places in the dominions of her Majesty.”

It will be observed that * the regeneration
of Asia Minor™ is the avowed object of the
government policy in the occupation of
Cyprus, and as Syria is that part of Asia
Minor ‘which is most powerfully affected by
that occupation, and the focus of the whole
sign, from a scriptural point of view, the
eyes of the saints are more particularly
fixed on that part of the scheme. The only
new item during the month is the advent at
Constantinople of a mew ministry, favour-
able to the carrying out of the reforms; and
the installation of Midhat Pasha (of reform~
ing notoriety) in the governorship of Syria
for five years. 'This latter event is thus
notified in the Jewish Chronicle :—

ARRIVAL oF MIDHAT PasHA IN SYrIA,
—A correspondent writing from Beyrout on
November 26th, says “0n Sunday, the
24th inst., Midhat P‘IQha, the new Vali, or
Governor-General of Syria, arrived at
Beyrout. His Excellency was received
with the usual military honours by the
Turkish civil and military authorities. His
Excellency Rustem  Pasha, Governor-
General of the Lebanon, the  British
Consuls, and nearly the whole city, turned
ont to the reception. His lixcellency has
tuken up his temporary abode at the official
icnce  of the Governor-General in
Le\'om He will probably make some stay
Leiore he proceeds to Damascus.  Great
Jo\n'fs are looked for from this appoint-
ment.”

BRIGUTER DAYS FOR PALESTINE.

In an avticle on the subject, the Jetwish

Chronicle speaks as follows: ¢ Recent
political events have turned men's eyes, not
to the East merely, but especially to that
vast tract of country in 1t, of which Pales-
tine, by virtue of its geographical position,
is the most important part. The protec-
torate which the English Government have
assumed over the Asiatic dominions of the
Porte, involves a more jealous consideration
on their part, for the welfare of the Holy
Land, than they have hitherto evinced; and
it is with not a little curiosity that the
public are looking forward to the effect
which recent English policy will exercise
upon the tuture of that country .

The material condition of the Holy erd
can, therefore, never seem an unimportant
matter to the Israelite, however well-worn
a theme it 'nay be. The desolate state of
the soil, the thinness and poverty of the
population, are certainly not new topics on
which to discurse ; and the much-vexed
public mind might reasonably exhibit some
impatience at the persistency with which
the various schemes for remedying so
deplorable a condition of affairs has been
pressed upon its notice. And yet there is
something so fascinating about evervthing
which relates to Palestine, that we cannot
but believe that the articles we have lately
published upon the subject of its colonisa-
tion have been read with interest . . .
It is hardly necessary now to follow Lieut.
Conder in his accounts of the desolation
which forms so mournful a feature of the

country. The subject is, as we have said,
familiar enongh. There is one point,
however, which deserves notice, for, al-

though it deepens the feeling of melan-
choly with which the present coundition of
Palestine must be regarded, it proves that
they are no visionaries who believe thata
happier state of things is possible. Lieut.
Conder is of opinion that the desolate
character of the country is duc only to
neglect. There is no reason, he assures ux,
for believing that the climate has changed,
or that there has been any whole dastruc-
tion of the forests which, as would appear
from the discussion which took place at the
time of the recent famine in India, contri-
bute so greatly to the fertility of a country.
It needs only the repairs of the ‘broken
cisterns’ to store up the copious rainfall,
and thus to secure a suflicient quantity ot
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water for the purpose of irrigation. The
sail, too, is not naturally unproductive. On
the contrary, it is most fertile. Even now
it has only to be ‘scratched’ with the light
native plough, to yield an abundance of
corn. There is, consequently, no cause
inherent in the character of the country
itself for its being condemned to so
wretched a lot. It possesses all the ele-
ments fitting it for a brighter destiny.
. Private exertions can do com-
paratively little towards effecting the
agricultural revival of Palestine. So happy
a consummation practically depends for its
achievement upon the Government. Hither-
to, the evils of Turkish rule have only too
effectually stood in the way of its accom-
plishment. But there 1s now room to hope
for better things. The appointment of so
enlightened a statesman as Midhat Pasha
as Governor of Syria, affords adequate
ground for believing that there are far
brighter days in store for the Holy Land,
and that they do not lie in a very remote
future. The Government of the country
will certainly undergo a vast change for
the better, seeing what kind of man it is
that is henceforth to be at the head of
affairs, and, remembering too, the stimulus
to improved administration which he will
receive in the shape of Knglish influence.
There is no reason why the tide of prosperity
should not set in for palestine in earnest.”

THE JEWS AND PALESTINE.,

The Echo, referring to the matter, says:—
“1t is noteworthy that the Jews are looking
wistfully to Palestine. The Israelitish
Alliance has an agricultural scheol at Jaffa,
but ¢ the corruption of the government and
the hostility of the natives’ hinders it. But
it seerus that the Jews are physically too
weak for agricultural labour. Now that
our own Premier is urging reforms on the
Porte, and Midhat Pasha is to regenerate
Syria, hopes are expressed that more will be
done. As Spiegleberg says in The Robbers:
¢ Why not bring the kingdom of Jerusalem
again upon the carpet?’”

Still more definite in the required direc-
tion is the following:—* T have just seen the
enclosed in this morning's papers, and
hasten to send it you. I hope it will prove
to be a fact.

the Master is most certainly at the door.
May we be ready.—Ever yours, F. A.
CHATWIN.”

The following is the cutting enclosed,
which was atterwards sent by several other
correspondents to whom we give thanks:—
PurcHasE oF PaLesTINE.—The London cor-
respondent of the Leeds Mercury writes : —
‘I can state as a fact, and not as a mere
rumour, that a syndicate is actually in
process of consolidation which has for its
sole object the purchase of Palestine from
the Turkish Government, and its restoration
to the Jews in some form. I know, but am
not at liberty to mention, the name of the
secretary of the body, which already num-
bers some very influential members, and I
can vouch for the confidence with which
the secretary, who is not a member of the
Jewish race or religion, but a weli-known
man, regards the future success of the
scheme, and his experience of the world and
knowiedge of men are too important to be
ignored.”

LORD BEACONSFIELD, SIR MOSES
MONTEFIORE AND JERUSALEM.

In the same direction is the following
paragraph from the London letter of the
Birmingham Daily Post, forwarded by the
same correspondent:—

“Tt has become a subject of conversation
amongst reasoning men to note the gradual
rising to the surface of the Jewish element
ever since the accession of Lord Beacons-
field to power. Is the Asian mystery,
indeed, about to be revealed? And are we
on the eve of the great revelation which
has so long been prophesied as connected
with the Hebrew race? It is certain that
the position of that subdued, yet powerful
people, is socially changing from the lower
places to the upper. The realistic Jews are
obtaining for their money’s worth the con-
sideration which so long has been refused,
while the romantic portion of the chosen
race devotes itself to the long-cherished
chimera of re-forming a kingdom of Judea
and re-establishing a government at Jevu-
salem. Sir Moses Montcfiore, despite the
burthen of his ninety years, is willing to
enconrage this idea, which, particularly
amongst the women, has taken hold of
a great part of the Jewish community. Sir
Moses lives at the seaside, and has no other
occupation or interest in life save that of
improving the condition of his Hebrew
brethren. He has despatched to Jerusalem

How everything points Zion- { a band of agriculturists and architects,

wards, and bids us look to our lamps, for | commissioned by him to teach the natives
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of the country the best method of cultivat-
ing the land and improving the town.
Already have fountains been established in
the streets, and trees planted by the way-
side, to give shade and shelter to the houses.
Oné of the parting gifts made by Miss
Hannah de Rothschild to her co-religionists
was a sum of money ‘to be devoted to the
improvements in the city of Jerusalem.

The following from the Referee (alsd
clipped and transmitted by a correspondent),
though a piece of satirical banter, is an
additional indication of the direction of the
wind :—

“1In those days, you may depend upon it,
the two Englishmen (Benjamin and Levi)
will shift to Jerusalem and make it the
capital of their British Empire. Baron
Worms will be Premier; Baron Rothschild,
Chancellor of the Exchequer; General
Jacobs, Commander in Chief; and Sir
Solomon Isaae, Foreign Secretary. The
Banner of Israel, an Anglo-Israelitic organ
now publishing, prophesies that the dominion
of the Jews will extend over tle whole
earth in a few yeavs, and that the Premier
is the roaring iion mentioned in Micah as
follows:—¢ And the remmant of Jacob shall
be among the Gentiles in the midst of many
people, as a lion among the beasts of the
forest, as a young lion among the flocks of
sheep; who, if he goeth through, both
treadeth down and teareth in pieces, and
none can deliver.’—(Mich v. 8.) The lion
is certainly treading down and tearing in
pieces with a vengeance. Now, when we
find the Jews (whose creed I respect if I
object to their * treading down’ propensities)
openly proclaiming "their beliet that Lord
Beaconsfield is to smash Christianity and
hand the whole world over to the Jews
again, I think the reason of the wild
worship of the biggest Jew editor in
England is self-evieent. Russia is a Chris-
tian power. Russia must be crushed. And
perhaps it is as well that the English people
shonld know that the next Christian power
to be crushed is England.”

DISRAELI'S “TANCRED” AND JERU-

SALEM.

Finally, on the subject of Lord Beacons-
field's realised political foreshadowings, a
correspondent writes the following letter to
the Daily News, from which it was cut and
transmitted by brother Diboll, of Great
Yarmouth. *Lord Beaconsfield and Cyprus
—(To the editor of the Daily News.)—Sir,
—Although many allusions have been made
to Lord Beaconsfield’s ‘Tancred’ with refer-
ence to late events, there is one more
that does not seem to have struck any of
your correspondents. The passage I allude
to in book iv., chap. L., where Tancred has
been taken prisoner by the Arabs, and
two characters; Barizy of the Tower and
Consul Pasquilago, meet and talk over the
subject, and especially as to what steps
would be taken by England, and Brizy says,
¢ But everything depends on it. If he was
killed accidentally there would be negotia-
tions, but the business will be compromised.
The English want Cyprus, and they will
take it as compensation.” Thus, after an
interval of 30 years, Lord Beconsfield has
carried out his former opinions. Is it
possible that the noble lord's next coup de
theatre will be that which is suggested in the
next page throngh the medium of Barizy,
‘the English will not go to war without
Palmerston. DTalmerston will have the com-
mand of the fleet as well as the army, that
no one may say ‘ No’ when he says ‘ Yes)
The English will not do the business of the
Turks again for nothing. They will take
this city—Jerusalem. They want a new
market for their cotton. Mark me, England
will never be satisfied till the people of
Jerusalem wear calico turbans.—I am, your
obedient servant, J. R. DummEerow, Jun.,
The Common, Sevenoaks, Dec. 7th.”

“ THE CHRISTADELPHIAN " AND ITS READERS.

Tur following are further expressions of
opinion on the part of readers of the
Christadelphian:—

Brother JAMES ALEXANDER, of Stow:—
¢ [ see a number of the brethren have been
telling you how highly they appreciate the
Christadelphian.
have got it since the commencement. and

1 may also say that T !

every number appears to be more anxiously
looked for than the last. Some approve of
it for one thing and some for another; butl
like, above all, to see the ‘Sunday Morn-
ings’ appreciated. It will not be for want
of knowledge that the unworthy will be
rejected at the judgment-seat, but for not
living according to the knowledge. I hope
vou may be able to exhort us as you have
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been doing until the appearing of Christ,
and hear him say: ¢ Well done, good and
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord, &e.”

Brother ArcHiBaLD Dowir, of Cupar:—
“[ give thanks to God that you have besn
enabled to labour another vear in advoca-
ting the truth in the Christadelphian, and
consider it an honour to be able, in a small
way, to aid you in this service for the truth,
as well as the public advocacy of the
truth with the voice. This present time
is the time of labour and trouble, and tries
the faith and patience of all the children of
God. . Let us keep before our mmds the
great and precious promises made by the
eternal God and confirmed by His oath, and
rest upon them with a full assurance of
faith, at the same time looking to those
men who have already passed through
similar and greater trials—such as our
beloved brother Paul, who is indeed an
example to all believers. How wonderful
and incomprehensible is such a life viewed
from a human stand-point; but looked at in
the light of the gospel of the glory ot
Christ (of which he was to become a parta-
ker), it appears the most reasonable and
noble an intelligent being could follow.
Time and truth try all. The many who
once stood in the truth along with us, but
have since tnrned aside after some conceit
or after the world, should be a warning to
us not to be high-minded but fear; not a
fear that hath torment, but that healthy
state of mind that is fully alive to the
dangers that beset us, and girds up its
loins with determined purpose to lay hold
of the prize.”

Brother Davip Marg, of Jedburgh:—
“Its appearance is always hailed with
delight. We heartily endorse the words of
encouragement which some of the brethren
have sent you. The ‘Sunday Mornings’
are excellent, and are read and re-read
without losing their beauty. They are
most admirably suited for all, but especially
for those in isolated positions. Both the
original and selected matter is very instruc-
tive. You have our prayers, dear brother,
for your welfare both now and in the age to
come. We are glad to see brother Shuttle-
worth in the Dec. No.: he is always so
pointed and practical. We hope you will
accept these remarks in the spirit they are
offered—that is, of love unfeigned.”

Brother WiLLiaM GreeN, Llanelly. —
“Most likely I shall be able to send the
7s6d. early in January, the same as I did
last time. I would not send my order for
the Christadelphian until then if it was not
for being too late. Icannot bear the idea
of spending my days without its visit.
Indeed, 1 can say, in the very same
language and spirit about the great comfort
it is to me in my solitariness, as the letters
T have read to-day in the last number of

1878. I am here by myself in the truth.
I go to Swansea occasionally. I wish I was
there altogether.”

Brother J. H DrsoLr, Great Yarmouth.—
“You may reckon the members of our
household as among those who do not fail
to appreciate the privilege of receiving the
m.onthly visits of the magazine.”

Bro. LemuerL Epwarps, M. D. Lanesville,
Va., U.S.A.—*“1 would affectionately urge
the brethren in Christ in the United States
and everywhere else, to subscribe for the
Christadelphian for their own good. If
they would take it and read every article
in it attentively and regularly, I am satis-
fied they would be greatly strengthened,
and aided in the terrible conflict which
every valiant soldier of the cross must
necessarily have with the deadly foe betore
his final triumph over the world, the flesh
and thedevil. . . .

“Iam at ‘s loss to know how an annual
investment of three dollars could be more
profitably made. Not, I am sure, in the
running to and fro in quest of the
pleasures of this life; not in the ornamental
frippery and finery of fashionable dress;
not in the doubtful luxuries of eating and
drinking and chewing; not even in those
extra comforts of home so eagerly sought
for and so energetically wrouzht for by
many brethren, as well as the world at
large; for all these things inevitably end in
dust, with nothing beyond but the terrible
atter-clap of judgment, which will surely
recall that premonitory fiat which reads:
‘He that soweth to the flesh shall of the
flesh reap corruption.’” No, the only wise
and safe investment of the talents, sne ox
ten—¢ our Lord’s moncy’—committed to
our trust, is that which is made in the
interest of the Spirit; and if we would
reap bountifully of the rich harvests of
life and immortality, of fulness of joy and
pleasures evermore, we should see to it that
we do not sow sparingly. We have in our
ecclesia fair numbers, not all of whom I
could get to subscribe for the Christadel-
phian.. Selections are {requently read in
our meetings, and I have yet to find one
who shews any material opposition to the
doctrine of the trath so faithfully set forth
in its pages. I conclude, therefore, that
this is an endorsement by the whole
ecclesia, and I am only surprised that it is
not shown in a more practical way. Our
brethren say they are poor in this world's
goods: this I know to be the fact with
nearly, if not all, of them. This may be
bad, but it is much worse to be poor in
faith. If rich in faith, God ‘hath chosen
them heirs of the kingdom. It poor in both
particulars, they are poor indeed and neced
commiseration. ‘I counsel thee,’ saith the
Spirit, ‘to buy of me gold tried in the
fire that thou mayest be rich, and white
raiment that thou mayest be clothed, that
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the shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eye salve that
thou mayest see’ The Spirit sells these
enduring riches cheap, very cheap. The
smallest means will often buy a large
supply, but he makes it incumbent on us to
buy; but we, in common with the world,
place no value on that which is valuable
beyond human calculation. If it be a great
sacrifice to invest a littie in the interests of
the truth, so much the better. The greater
the effort the greater the profit. Speaking
individually, the teachings of the Christa-
delphian are in perfect harmony with my
own convictions, with perhaps one or two
questionable exceptions. Ist.—The degree
of perfection m knowledge necessary to
fellowship. 2nd.—The rigid discipline ot
the ecclesia. These are true and proper in
the general, but need modification in many
cases of the weak and ignorant, who are out
of the way, and on whom our merciful
Lord is always ready to have compassion,
—(Heb. v. 2.) Many understand and wish
to obey the gospel of the kingdom who can-
not give an intelligent and correct response
to the questions rvelating to the nature
of the Christ, the resurrection and judg-
ment, &c. They are not opposers, but
willing to learn, being babes and not
full-grown men. ‘He that is not against
us is on our part.” Allow me to give an
example: brother Thomas preached the
gospel of the kingdom some twelve years
betore he perceived he had not obeyed it;
and though alluding to the doctrine of the
resurrection and judgment hedid not fully
understand it when he wrote the first vol.
of FEureka—not, perhaps, until he wrote
Anastasis. If then, brother T.'s intellect
and studious habit was so slow in reaching
his conclusions, what may we expect of the
weak and the ignorant, who have grown up
from infancy in the labyrinths of error and
have solittle power to extricate themselves?
Surely we should be satisfied with the
acceptance of first principles, and a willing-~
ness to grow in grace and knowledge. 2.—
An example of rigid discipline may be
given from ‘Fellow-Watcher's’ excellent
article on ¢ Marriage with the Alien,” which
is received without remark by the Editor,
and, therefore, supposed to be endorsed,
namely: ‘ We deem marriage with the alien
to be an offence against Christ: and that
any brother or sister so offending or denying
the truth in relation thereto is, in our
judgment, unworthy of fellowship.” Though
duly qualified by law to perform the
ceremony of marriage, I have for years
practically published my convictions by
persistently refusing to unite the believer
with the unbeliever. Still, we have had in
our ecclesia, since organised, twelve in-
stances of marriage with the alien—eleven
brethren and one sister. DBy constant
contact with the truth, yet strong resistance

on the part of some, eight of the former
have lovingly accepted the truth, and have
become active and efficient members of the
body, while the others remain, with some
prospect of recovery of at least three.
These facts are, by the brethren, a plea in
abatement, if not in justification, of the
practice, which is, in my judgment, in
opposition to the teaching of the Scriptures.
It is very true that we are not authorised
to do evil that good may come; but in view
of the many difficulties, and the gradual
steps necessary in our time to recover the
ancient paths, is it not best to avoid a rigid
discipline, at the same time faithfully set-
ting forth the truth on this and all other
subjects which tend to make the Bride n
chaste and spotless virgin, ready for the
Bridegroom at his coming? The gospel net
cast into the sea gathers of every kind, In
the end of the age the angels will come and
gather the good and cast the bad away.—
(Matt. xiii. 47.) We are not now so well
gnalified to perform this task. We trust
this and other subjects of vital interest
will continue to be discussed in the Clrista-
delplian, that, if possible, we may learn
the whole duty. There is no real lover of
the truth who would not gladly learn his
duty, and try to do it, and who does not
teel grateful for light reflected. Of course
I dare not blame the Christadelphian for its
efforts to raise the truth to its proper
standard. What I ask is a judicious for-
bearance toward the weak and uneducated,
who fall short in knowledge of the higa
standard to which 1t is always desirable to
attain, believing that this can be done with-
out a compromise ot truth, In conclu-
sion permit me to take off my hat, and cor-
dially shake hands with the beloved brethren
and sisters who meet together in the
Chyistadelphian. Brethren Thomas (who,
though dead yet speaketh), Roberts, Ash-
croft, Shuttleworth, Andrew, &c. Though
a stranger to most of them, Ifeel as though
1 am keeping company with them in the
narrow way; fighting the battles of the
faith at another end of the line, struggling
hourly for life, life, life, eternal life; for
which a man would give all else in ex-
change, and for which we would gladly
exchange the pleasures, the ambitions, the
riches, the pride, the pomp, the honour, the
glory of this mortal life, which inevitably
ends in dust as soon as the last breath
departs. Persevere, dear brethren, be faith-
ful unto death, and vou shall receive the
crown of lite. And for lack of something
more substantial, please accept this cup
of cold water in the name of a disciple
from your fellow-servant and companion
in trial and labour for the patience and
kingdom of Jesus Christ.”

(As this communication, the emanation
of a gentle heart of faithfulness, corrects
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iteelf, we allow its suggestions to pass
unchallenged with the simple observation
that the course pursued by Dr. Thomas in
times of discovery, and therefore ot im-
perfect information, is not necessarily a
guide for action to those who may have

attained to an acquaintance with the whole
counsel of God; and further that no one
was more ready than Dr. Thomas in his
later days to countenance and inculecate the
policy gently rebuked in the foregoing
interesting address.—EDITOR.)

INTELLIGENCE.

BIRKENHEAD.—DBrother Collens  writing
December 19th, reports with worrow that
on the 14th of August last, the ecclesin
found it expedient to withdraw from fellow-
ship with brethren R. D Robertson and Abel
Andrew. This action was partly the result
of brother Robertsin’s own yprocedure: who
demanded a declaration whether or not
he was to be at liberty to hold views of
history and prophecy respeciing the scat-
tered Ten Tribes of Israel, contrary to the
views held by the brethren thronghout the
world. The result was a decision adverse
to brother R.'s ideas. Continued effirts
have been made to bring them to recognise
the truth of the matter, but hitherto without
much effect.  The action taken by the
ecclesia on the dote mentioned, did not meet
with the eniire approval of several members
of the ecclesin, and a special meeting was
held on the 28th of October, to consider the
whole subject, which resulted in the passing
of a resolution repudiating the theory which
claims for the powerful British nation a
possible or probuble identity with the
scattered house of Israel afias “the lost
Ten Tribes,” and recording an entire though
sorrowful approval of the action of the
ecclesian in  withdrawing from the two
brethren named. On the 6th ultimo, a letter
was received from the following members
of the ecclesia, viz.: brethren Thomas N.
Parker, Clarn A. Puarker, Annette Andrew,
Elizabeth Andrew, and lsther B. Robertsn,
condemning the action of the ecclesin, and
expressing a determination to fellowship
brethren K. D. Robertson and A. Andrew, as
a matter of comfort to  them under
the separation.  These troubles”” obgerves
brother Collens, ‘““have been exceedingly
painful to us as & body ; we bave as it were
cut off our right hand aud lost the remainder
of the limb from sympathy; but we are
confident that we have done that which is
right in the sight of the Deiry, and still
cherish the hope that we may yet be rennited
on the sure foundation of the word of life.—
We have been somewhat cheered by the
intelligent reception and confession of the
truth, by Joun HAWKINS (27), surveyor's
chainman, and JrrLia HawkINs (32), his
wife, formerly of the Church of England, who
were imimersed on the 20th of November
last, and who we hope will continue steadfast
in the apostles’ doctrine.”

BixMingaM.—During the month, obedi-
ence has been rendered by the following
persons :—Louisa  ATTWooD, formerly
Wesleyan ; GEoxGE Brevce IrvIN (47),
japapner, previously Baptist; W. K.
SAUNDERS (23), railway porter, formerly
neutral ; Joun H. RICHARDS (45), forinerly
neutral; Eminy E. F. Ricuarps (32), his
wife; and Mrs Marv E. McKrLumiNNegy
(38), formerly Church of England.

The incidents of the month comprise the
sudden death of sister Ball, who was in her
ordinary health up to within a half-hour
of her death. She was aunt to brother
Gethin, who lived with her and to whom
the event is for the meantime an irreparable
loss.  Sister Ball was increasingly and
animatedly exercised in the truth as time
rolled on.” On the night before her death,
she spent un unusually profitable evening
with her nephew in reading and conversing
on the great things of God. She was
interred in Witton Cemetery on Wednesday,
December 18.

‘The lectures in the Town Hall have been
successful beyond all expectation. On the
first night, notwithstanding a cold mugg
night, preceded by a partially wet day, the
imnicnse place was crowded from end to end
and in all the galleries, many standing, and
outside were hundreds who had to depart
without being able to obtain admittance.
The aundience would number about 3,500.
The brethren and sisters occupied the
orchestra, which is capable of seating about
400 persons.  Their singing wus very
edifying. The scene was impressive. It is
arare spectacle to see so vast an assembly
drawn together to hear the truth. 'The
subject was “The troubled state of the
world and ifs meaning from a Bible point
of view.” —The chairman, brother Asheroft,
opened the meeting with a quarter of an
hour’s address, on the clusing statement of
the placard, that the object of the lectures
was to place before the town Bible informa-
tion that ought to come from the pulpit,
He dilated on the Bible short-comings of
the pulpit which he was able to illustrate
from his own experience.—The lecture (by
brother Roberts) was listened to with great
attention.—At the second meeting (Dec. 8),
the attendance was still greater, the inside
being more packed with people, and in the
street, a larger crowd unable to obtain
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admittance. Brother Ashcroft by special
request again presided, as also on the third
night, The subject was “ An event, in store
for the world that will trouble it yet more
for a while.” The impressive specta-le of
the first night was repeated in if possible a
more emphatic form. On this oceasion,
printed matter was freely given away—viz.: a
reprint of the Dundee newspaper *‘ Pulpit”’
article on the Christadelphians; the “ Every-
where” lenflet; and a handbill advertisement of
the publication of Coming Events. Oun the
third night, the day bad been one of biting
eold, and fnow was on the ground, The
hall though full in all parts was not packed,
and no one was unable to get in. This fact
interfered with a proposal which it had been
resolved to submit to the meeting for adoption
in the expectation that the third night
would be like the two first, viz.: a 1equest
to the mayor in view of the large number
unable to obtain admission, to grant
the use of the Town Hall for another
number of nights. The subject on the last
night was “The future in store for the
world undm the glorious reign of Christ on
earth.” Tt was suggested that this subject

had smaller attractions to & faithless genera-
tion than matters affecting their own imme-
diate experience, and thnt this, with the
cooling effect of the printed matter distri-
buted on the second night, the subsidence of
novelty, and the shadow cast over the com-
munity by the death of the Princess Alice,
contributed, with the weather, to reduce the
attendance to reasonable—vyet, for the truth,
enormons—dimensions, Printed maiter was
again given away, and the effort left, without
any attempt at renewal, in its threefold com-
pleteness, to take its place in tke stewardship
account to be inspected in due time. Many
brethren were present from various parts of
the country, and for the Birmingham
brethren, it has been a time of profitable
stimulug, and for the town a time of stir,
unprecedented in the history of the truth.
The audience on the last night, though not
so crowded, was considered superior to the
two former in point of quality.

The Town Hall effort has been productive
of a companion episode highly calculated to
increase its power to arrest attention to the
truth., During the progress of the meetings,
Lord Cecil (a prominent man among the
Plyvmouth Brethren), and a friend of his,
issued a placard, informing the ¢“inhabitants
of Birmingham,”” that the use of their Town
Hall had been granted to  blasphemers of the
word of God,” in five particulars enumerated
thus: 1st, the Eternal Sonship ot Christ;
2nd, the Personality of the Holy Spirit; 3rd,
the Personality of the Devil; 4th, the
Immortality of the Soul; 5th, the Eternity
of Punishment. The placard then invited
the inhabitants to listen to what the word of
God had to say on flese points, and, in five

colunins, quoted the following passages:—

On point 1: Heb. i. 8; Jno. 1. 1, 2, 14; Col.
i. 15,17 1 Jno. i. 2;; Jno. v. 20. On point
2: Actsv. 3,4; Heb. ix. 14; Matt, xxviii.
19; Jno. xiv. 16-18; Mark iii. 29. On
point 3: Jobi. 6-7; Zech. iii. 1-2; Matt,
iv. 1; Rev. xii. 9; Rev. xx. 2, 3, 10. On
point 4: Luke xxiil. 43; Luke =xvi. 22-23;
Acts ii, 27; Matt, x. 28; xxii. 32; Lukexx.
38.  On point 5: Matt. xxv, 46; xxv. 41;
Heb. vi. 1-2; Mark ix. 43-44 ; Rev. xx. 10-
15.

Several having liberally and privately
provided the means, the fullowing reply was
issued (20,000 circulars, distributed from
door to door by the brethren and sisters in
their several districts, and 400 posters on the
wall) 1 —

To THE INHABITANTS OF BIRMINGHAM.
—TLord Cecil and Another have extensively
placarded Birmingham to the effect that the
Christadelphians, to whom the Mayor has
accorded the use of the Town Hall for three
Suud.ns, are  “Blasphemers of God’s
Word.”

This is to certify that Lord Cecil and his
Friend are wrong in their allegations. The
Christadelphians de not blaspheme the Werd
of God on any point. On the contrary, they
believe the Bible to be the Word of God
thronghout, and show their conviction by
reading it daily, and constantly labouring in
a variety of ways to exhibit and commend
its teachings to the confidence of men.
Those who attend their meefings (held every
Sunday in the Temperance Hall, at 10.30
a.m. and 6.30 p.m.), are well aware that the
Christadelphians love and revere the Bible,
and appeal to it constantly as the only access
to the mind of God at present on earth.

Lord Cecil and his Friend mistake
opposition to their opinions on the five points
set forth, for opposition to the Word of God
itself. It is this opposition to human dogma,
crystalized in the formularies of a bygone
age of ecclesiastical mystification, that Lord
Cecil and his Friend miscall Blasphemy of
the Word of God.”

The Christadelphians believe what the
Scriptures teach on thefive points categorised
in the placard; but this teaching differs
from the definitions of Lord Cecil and his
Friend.

1st.—The Bible does nnt speak about
¢“The Eternal Sonship of Christ.” 2nd.—
The Personality of the Holy Spirit,
3rd.—The Personality of the Devil, 4th.—
The Immortality of the Soul. 5th.—The
Eternity of Punishment.

These are all forms of speech borrowed
from the metaphysico-ecclesiasticisn of an
unscriptural age, and represent ideas of
an equally unscriptural origin.

The Christadelphians believe in 1—

1ST.—THE BIBLE SON OF GOD,

¢ The Holy Spiril shall come upon thee
(Mary), and the pawer of the Highest shall
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overshodow you,; therefore also that holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God.”—(Luke i. 33.)
“Unto us a child is born : unto us a Son
is given.” — (Isaiah ix. 6.)

This Son 1s God manifested in the flesh:
¢ The Word was made flesh and dweltamong
us.”’—(John i. 14.) ¢ God was manifested in
the flesh.”—(2 Tim. iii. 16.) ¢Of my own
self, I can do nothing: the Father who
dwelleth in me, He doeth the work.” —(John
v. 30; xiv. 10.)

2nd.—THE BIBLE HOLY SPIRIT.

“Thou (the Father) sendest forth Thy
Spirit.””—(Psalms civ. 30.) “It is not ye
but the Sperit of your Father that speaketh
in you.”’—(Matthew x, 20.) “ Whither
shall I go from Thy Spirit, or whither shall
1 flee from Thy presence.”—(Psa. cxxxix. 7.)
¢“ Thou (the Father) testified against them
by Thy Spirit in ‘Lhy prophets.”’—(Neh.
ix. 30.) ‘There is but one God the Father,
of whom are all things.”—(1 Cor. viii. 6;
Eph. iv. 6) ““God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power.”—(Acts. x. 38.)

3RD.~THE BIBLE DEVIL.

“ Fvery man is tempted when be is drawn
away of his own lust and enticed.”’—(James
i, 156.) “ Jesus took part of flesh and blood
that through death he might destroy him
that had the power of death, that is, the
Devil.”—(Heb. ii. 14.) “He put away sin
by the sacrifice of himself.” —(Heb. ix. 26.)
¢ Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie
unto the Holy Spirit ? . Why have
ve agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the
Lord?”—(Acts v. 3, 9.) * Christ said unto
Peter, ‘Get thee behmmd me Satan.”’—
{(Matthew xvi. 23.7 “Jesus said to the
discipley, ¢ One of you is a devil.’ ’—(John
vi. 70.)

4TH.—THE BIBLE IMMORTALITY.

¢“God only hath immortality.”’—(1 Tim.
vi. 15.) “ By patient continuance in well
doing, we miust seek for glory, honour and
jimmortality.” —(Romansii. 7.) “ Jesus who
hath abolished death and hath brought life
and immortality to life through the gospel.”
—(2 Tim. i. i0.) ¢ This mortal must put
on immortality.”’—(1 Cor. xv. 53.) ¢ Now
unto the king immortal, invisible, the only
wise God.”’—(1 Tim. i. 17.) *This is the
promise which he hath promised us, even
eternal life.”’—(John ii. 25.) ¢ They who
are accounted worthy to obtain that world,
shall not die any more.” — (Luke xx. 3%, 36.)

B5TH.—THE BIBLE PUNISHMENT OF SIN.

‘* The wages of sin is death,”—(Romans
vi. 23.) “The wicked shall perish—into
smoke shall they consume away.—(Psalms
xxxvii, 20.) ¢ They shall be as though they

had not been.” —(Obad. xvi.) ¢ Yet a little
while and the wicked shall not be.”’—(Psa.
xxxvii. 10.) ‘““The transgressors shall be
destroyed together.”—(Psalms xxxvii. 34.)
“They shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord.”’
—(2 Thess. i. 8.) *“He shall perish for
ever like his own dung: He shall fly away
as a dream.” <¢'['he wicked is reserved for
the day of destruction.”—(Job xxi. 30.)
*'The day that cometh shall burn them up,
and it shall leave them neither root nor
branch.”’—(Mal, iv. 1.)

Lord Cecil and his Friend have quoted
passages that are not, when rightly under-

stood, inconsistent with the foregoing
quotations. They think otherwise, and
doubtless imagine they are doing God

service. The better plan would be for them,
with the courage of their opinions, to come
forward in public controversy, or put forth
a competent Representative, in debate with
whom Mr. Roberts will undertake to show
that the opposition to the Word of God is
(ignorantly we allow) on the part of Lord
Cecil and his Friend ; and not on the part of
the Christadelphians, whose sole aim, at
much personal disadvantage, is to exalt the
Bible as God’s Teacher and Imparter of life
to the people, all of which is submitted with
best wishes by

THE CHRISTADELPHIANS,

DALBEATTIE.~Brother Caven reports the
obedience of his wirE, on Wednesday night,
Dec. 4th. He exclaims  What a beautiful
appointment is baptism ! Of course all God’s
ordinances are beautiful, but when the change
has taken place, what more fitting than to
bury the old man with his deeds, as Paul
says ‘buried with Christ by baptism,” the
one so buried identifying himself with
the sacrifice of Christ, by which the promises
were made sure, sin having been condemned
in the flesh and immortality brought to light
through the gospel, in hope of a better
resurrection. Our number now is seven,
all speaking the same things.  Sister
Fenton’s words from o’er the water are
good. When the shore of the promised
land is in view, do not.let us fall out by
the way.”

DuNDEE.—Brother Giil writes that he
continued the Sunday evening lectures all
through the summer. A few have attended.
¢“The number of regular attendants is
increasing, so that we have hopes of fruit
appearing, Last night I finished a course
of lectures on the parables, showing that
the doctrine of the kingdom of God pervades .
them all. The subjects were: The Sower;
The Tares among the Wheat; The Unjust
Steward ; The Rich Man and Lazarus; The
Nobleman going into a far country; The
Husbandman; The Marriage of the King’s
Son ; For many are Culled, but few Chosen ;
The Ten Virgins with their Lamps. Brother
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and sister Mortimer have returned to
Dundee from Forfar, He could not endure
his isolarion from the brethren, and resigned
a lucrative situation for one less so, in
Durdee, in order to enjoy the fellowship
of the brethren.”

EvLaxp.~Brother J. 8. Dixon, of Man-
chester, delivered two Jectures here on
Sunday, December 1st, which were well
attended, the rcom being filled in the after-
noon. The lectures were very appropriate
for the audiences, as the brethren thought:
brother D:xon could not have spoken better
if he had personally known his andience.

GLasGow.—Drother Leask reports the
obedience of ELLEN GRANGER (28), sister
in the flesh to sister Nisbet, jun. ; and Joux
MuprHOLLAND (22), brushmaker. They
beth put on the name of Christ on Sunday,
17th November. Another has been added
by the removal of sister Hopper from the
London ecclesia, she having obtained a place
in a nurse institution in Glasgow. During
last month, we were chieercd and strengthened
by brother Roberts being «nee more in our
midst, who on Sunday, Tuesday, Friday and
Sunday, 17th, 19th, 22nd and 24th Nov,,
delivered a course of four very telling
lectures on “ Coming Events in the East,”
to audiences nunmbering about 350, 200, 200
and 400 respectively. besides giving us three
exhortations, one each Sunday, and the other
at a sceinl nieeting which we hield on the
Monday before his departure. Tracts were
distributed av the close of the leciures,
Thase visits do good in more ways than cne.
Besides bearing testimony to  the things
most surely believed amongst us to those who
are pleased to listen, they are very beneficial
to us who have believed, encouraging us to
coniinue iu the parh of duty unto the end.
Finding that the hall we use on Sundays
is rather large and expeusive, we have
decided to remove to i lesser one, capable of
seating about 200. It is called the Odd-
fellows’ Hall; address, 45, Montrose Street,
not very fur from our old hall in George
Street.  We enter the hall on Sunday, the
15th December, for the first time. The
lectures since last comwmunication are as
follow :—20th Octeber, an inquiry into the
meaning «f the terms »rwock and prouma,
renderced Spirit in the Scriptures. 27th Oet.,
God's Covensrt with David. 3rd Nov,,
Life, Death, and Immortality, which was a
reply fo a Secularist lectuie en the same
subject by a Mr. Parris—a gentleman who
Jis bighly recomanended by Mr. Bradlaugh.
His lecture, alihough a very telling one as
against orihcdoxy, was in muany respects
in barmony with the truth. 10th Nov.,
the duration of future punishmeut. Ist
December, the gospel of the first century
conirasted with 1hat which is called gospel
by the popular teachers of cur day. 8ih
December, the dead in Chaist, their present
and future condition,

Bro. D. Campbell has {

been appointed assistant secretary as a result
of the annual elec.ion. The sister’s name in
the Novewber iufelligence should be
Femester—not Fernester.

The following (supplied) notices of two of
the lectures appeared in the Glasgow
papers :~—Turkey and the Holy Land.—
Yesterday evening in the Albion Halls,
College Street, Mr. Robert Roberts, of
Birmingham (author of Prophecy and the
Fastern Question) delivered a +course of
four lectures on ‘ Coming Events in the
Eust, and the second appearing of the Lord
Jesus Christ.””  His discourse on ¢ the Holy
Land as a part of the Turkish Empire, and
the destined arena of great events in the
future”” was listened to attentively by an
audience of nearly 500 persons. He referved
to the Holy Land as the most interesting of
all the countries desolated by the rule of the
Turk, and quoted from the Scriptures to
show that its desolation was nu accident, but
the providential arrangement of God in
punishment of the sins of the scattered race
of Israel. The lecturer contended that the
time for this desolation is mow at its close,
ard that the principal meaning of the
upheavals that are now bringing about the
dissolution of the Turkish Empire is to be
found in the arrival of the time for the
accomplisbment of the yurpose of God—as
prophetically announced in the Scriptures—-
to put an end to the desolaiion and down-
treading of His lund and people, and to
re-establish the kingdom of David in the
earth in the hands of Christ. To prove this
the lecturer quoted largely from DMoses and
prophiets, showing that in the very beginning
the promise to Abraham led him to lovk for
the re-establishment of a heavenly polity in
the land of promise, and that all the prophets
subsequently, in all their delineations of
coming blessedness for mankind, placed the
Holy Land in a state of restoration, in the
foreground of all their pictures. He said the
popular—and as he asserted—unscriptural
doctrine of the disembodied rewards and
punishments bad clouded these glorious
realities  of Seripture from view. Mr.
Roberts will lecture again to-morrow even-
ing.

TuE LATE WAR AND THE SIGNS OF
THE Times,—The last of the course of
Jectures by Mr. Roberts, of Birmingham,
was delivered in the Albion Halls, vesterday
evening, his subject being <* The lute Russo-
Turkish War: its results, and the DBritish
occupation of Cyprus, and the Arglo-Turkish
Convention, considered in relation to the
signs of Chrisi’s near approach.” He stated
that the result of the lute war between Russia
and Turkey had been in accordance wiih the
anticipations formed by those who Jooked at
it in the light of prophecy.  In proct of this
he referred to the paniphler issued before the
war cntitled Prophecy and the Eusiern
Question, in which it was pointed out thay
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aceording to propheey, Russia would over-
throw Turkey, and Turkey would be dis-
membered us the result. There would then
be an interval of peace, during which
England would obtain the protectorate of
Asin Minor.  fIe pointed out the parts of
Seriprure which justified the expectatinn,
and went on to speak of what should happen
next in the order of events. He said that
by-and-by there would be a revival of the
conflict, in which Russin and England
would be the principals, in a struggle for
the mastery of the East. DBefore then the
Holy Land would vevive under English
protection, aud the Jews would partly
return. In the Holy Land would take place
the tinal struggle, in the crisis of which
Christ would appear, and set aside both
combatants, and take to himself the govern-
ment of the world. This, however, would
not be done without a gigantic war between
Christ and the goveruments of the world,
who would colleague against him, during
which would be realised the foretold ¢ time
of trouble such as never had been upon
earth.”  When «ll Luman governments
were broken, Christ would establish a
universal empire, the head-quarters of which
should be in Jerusalem, the city where he
was crucified.  The lecturer quoted largely
from the Scriptures in support of his
assertions,

GRrANTHAM.~— Brother Buckler reports an
addiiion to the ecclesia here, by the obedience
to the truth of JouxN THoMas HAWKINS
(19), clerk, nephew of brother Hawkins; he
was baptized into Christ on Wednesday
evening, the 13th inst., after having given
satisfuctory evidence of his knowledge of the
¢“one faith.””  Brother Buckler adds: “ We
are doing our best to place the glorious truth
before the people in our neighbourhood, by
regular Sunday evening lectures, in which
we are helped much by brethren from
Nottingham, &e., whose efforts are appre-
ciated.  Qur audiences are encouraging, all
things considered, and we hope to see suime
further fruit in our Father’s good time.”

Leices1eRr.—Brother Yardley reports the
obedience, on Novewber 27th, of Apa
Estner Donge (13), daughter of brother
and sister Dodge; also AuGUsTa BEALE (17).

PrTERRORO.—DBrother Royce reports the
obedience of ELizanETH, the wife of brother
Hayward, of Yaxley, on the 4th inst. He
adds ihat an opening has been made for
the (ruth at Spalding. The first lecture was
delivered there, on Thursday evening, 12th
inst., by brother Richards, of Nottingham,
in the Corn Exchange. About 30 were
present. If the Lord permit, another will
be delivered, on the 19th, by brother
Hodgkinson. Brother Hardy is desirous that
the word of truth of the gospel should be
proclaimed in his native place, and this has
led to the present effort.”

SToCcKPORT.—Brother Waite records the

death of sister Juseph Kirkwood (21), whose
removal from Leith (Scotland) to Stockport
for her health, was reported in the Chresta-
delphran for December. * She died on the
18ih ult,, and was interred on the 21st. ult.
at Reddish Cemetery, brother Duun, of
Warrington officiati Brethren who have
visited these parts, and who may not be
aware of her marriage (which  ouly
took place 11 months ago), would know her
as sister Ellen Newton, Iler rapid decline
was due to that dire disease, consumption,
She went to slesp peacefully in the blessed
hope, fur which hope we are thankful to our
heavenly Father; yea, and will bless His
name for everiore ; for has he not declared,
€O death, I will be thy plague; O grave, I
will be thy destruction?” We believe this,
and rest in hope.”

SwaNsEA.—Brother Randles reports that
the lectures fur the month have been as
follow :—Sunday, November 17th, The so-
called ministers of the gospel challenged all
round ; their several gospels no gospel at
all; the people perishing for lack of know-
ledge; the Bible not responsible for the
raisbelief of its professed friends, nor for the
unbelief of its avowed enemies.—(Brother
Shuitleworth.)  Sunday, November 24th,
the Gospel of the Kingdom of God. Sunday,
December 1st, the Sirait Gate, and the fow
that find it. Sunday, Decemwmber 8th, the
Parable of the Nobleman and the Re-appear-
ing of Jesus the Christ.  Bro. Shuttleworth’s
lecture was well listened to, while he
demonstrated beyond gainsaying the fru!hs
s0 obmoxious to orthodox minds that are
intimated in the title of his lecture. The
lecture was remarkably well attended.”

Brother Usher reports the obedience of
Sopuia Trice (40), formerly neuiral.  She
is not 2 Swansen woman. “ A few years ago
a brother, whilst at Drybrook, had an oppor-
tunity of ealling at her house oceasionally on
business. He introduced the truth, and she
became curious to know more, and Twelve
Lectures were obiained for her, which led
to her enlightenment, and she becanme
anxious to be introduced into the saving
name in the appointed way. She applied to
us by letter, and camme bhere fromi Poniy-
pool.  She has since returned to Drybrook,
where there ure no brethren.”

AUSTRALIA.

Buoxkpanp.—Bro. Kirk, of Wandiligong,
reports the obedience of Mrs Roperr
Warp, who came to a knowledge of the
truth through theinstrumentality of brother
and sister Davidson. The ecclesia in the
Buckiand is now five in huinber, with many
interested and reading.

.

NEW ZEALAND.
CaveRrsirAM.—Bro. W. W, Holnes reports
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four persons having become obedient to the
one faith towards the end of September,
viz., ALEXANDER MILLAR (46), builder and
contractor; MawreAreT MiLrLar {45), his
wife; WiLrniam Panrrox (29), coppersmith;
Rosert Jupp (21); saw miller. These
have escaped from Plymouth Brethrenism.
Mrs. Miller was first led to see that the
wicked should perish. Her attention was
drawn to brother Holmes’ advertisement of
the books in the A4ge newspaper, and also
Bible Questions on Man's Mortality, Hell,
Heaven, Immortality, &c. Afterwards, she
applied to brother Holmes, and got Twelve
Lectures and some smaller books; they then
got Elpis Israel and Eureka, and soon they
got their eyes open and they are now
rejoicing in the glorions hope and near
coming of the Lord. There were three
others whom circumstances only prevented
from being immersed at the same time:
Master Alexander Miller, absent from home
on business, and Mrs. Parton and another,
in circumstances not under control. Several
others are reading. Those immersed form
an ecclesia at the Kaikorai.

East Inxvercareinn  (Otago). — Sister
Mackay writes enclosing a loving free-will
offering for the use of brother and sister
Asheroft, contributed by the few brethren
scattered over this part of the colony, and
meeting in Dunedin, Green Island, Riverton
and Invercargill. Sister Mackay says: “ It
is sent, in every case, with much love for
cur brother and with earnest prayer to our
Father in heaven that he may be kept free
from anxiety in temporal matters, so as to
enable him to devote his best energies to
the public proclamation of the truth for
which he made so great a sacrifice. The past
two years have been years of trial to many
here, but a change is gradually creeping
over the colony. Many public works are
commenced and projected, so that there will
be full employment for all willing to work
here, and for many more who may be
starving in the old country. Please mention
this, brother Roberts, to any out of employ-
ment and able to do anything. They will
have, in many cases, to rough it at first,
and labour is not so high as some years ago,
but with perseverance they will be sure to
get on better than in overcrowded LEngland.
A long illness, from which, through our
Father's mercy, I am now recovermg, has
prevented my sending you some items of
intelligence; first, there was the death of
brother Ward, who had been a most con-
sistent and faithful servant of the Deity,
for about eight years before he fell asleep.
The event was quite unexpected. Though
never strong, for some years before he leit
England, yet he did not appear to his
friends at all dangerously ill, and his loss
was by us all keenly felt. The occasion
was a fitting one, and at his funeral, when,
as is the custom here, the naghbours for

miles around assembled and who all had
heard from our brother many times of his
hope, were again reminded that the only
possibility whereby man could be resurrected
from the grave was individual belief and
sabmission to God's plan of salvation, and
which was the only ray of hope to death-
stricken mortals. Brother Mackay was the
speaker, and the Riverton brethren—of
which ccclesia brother Ward was a member,
though vresiding eight miles distant—took
advantage of his being in the neighbourhood
to have a lecture in the Oddfellows’ Hall,
Riverton, when a goodly number turned out
to hear more on the same subject. We are
hoping to renew the eflort again. Sister
Ward is left with a family of sons and one
daughter, from whom you hear occasionally.
Then, the next item is the marriage of Miss
Wood, long known at Fazeley aund Tam-
worth as ‘Little Sister Wood.” She has
found a happy home with our brother John
McKinnon, of Waianina, to whom she came
as ‘a good thing from the Lord.” This being
the fitst Christadelphian marriage in the
colony, was made a season of gladness by
the meeting of all the brethren in the
district for communion and worship. Then
there has Deen one addition to the few
called omes in the WIFE of brother Willium
Aim (age about 40), who had been familiar
with first principles for many years. In
some cases the seed sown is to all appear-
ance lost, but after many days it makes
our hearts glad by springinginto lite. Here,
in the colonies, where the few believers are
sattered over hundreds of miles, seldom
wmeeting together—for instance, one brother
Hugi Cameron, had travelled nearly sixty
miles, to meet with us last Sanday. When
we do meet, the time is most precious, and
most carnestly do we long for the glorious
general meeting of the first-born of the
Gentile aion from the east and west, north
and south.

“ We have had some hope of a ‘Rev)
Presbyterian in Invercargill, who has lately
been advocating the truth in some of its
most important doetrines. Before making
known his change of views publicly (he
had read Elpis 1srael), he came to brother
Mackay for some Dbooks to enable him to

put the matter plainly to hLis people. We
gave him your ZTwelve Lectures. What
will be the result, we kunow not. *“The

Lord knoweth them that are His,” and they
are sure to be brought out in His good time.
We are sending him some of the books we
have just received from you. Our united
love to the household of faith everywhere,
to yourselves in a special degree. Do any
enquire of our welfare? we are very happy
m our tar off home. The only drawback
is an intense longing to meet youn all
You will be glad to know that bro. Mackay
is gettmg stronger. The first two years
after we left howme his health gave me much
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anxiety, and especially about the time our
little danghter died. With earnest gratitude
to the Father of all our mercies and for the
knowledge of His truth especially we pray,
that we may be accounted worthy to stand
before the Lord at his appearing rejoicing,
together.”’

TiMARvU.—Brother Rayner reports the
increase of the brethren in this far off place
from three to eight in eighteen months,
with the prospect of further addition. The
following are those who have yielded a
loving obedience to God after a careful and
patient examination of the things concern-
ing the kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ: Josern Kinag (23), clothier’s
assistant, whose baptism took place in July
last; ALEXANDER YoUNG (20), blacksmith,
son of brother and sister Young, baptised in
the month of August last; Maky ANN
Iaxe (22), wife of brother King, mentioned
above; Jaxe Raywer (22), wife to the
writer, both sisters baptised September last.
“Things go along pleasantly among us, and
if we only had a brother able to give
lectures, I think it would be productive of
good results. However, we are making
arrangements for publishing a series of
questions, with their Scripture answers, in
one of our local papers, which will extend
over a period of six months, changed every
week.—'Excellent idea, which might be
generally imitated with advantage. The
question of means would be the difficulty in
most cases.—EDITOR.]—S0 you see we are
not quite asleep, but are doing what we can
in this gre~t work, hoping for the time
when other means will be employed to till
the earth with the knowledge of God.”—[In
answer to brother Rayner, there was no
change in the nature of Adam after his
transgression, but a change in the condition
of that nature, in so far as after transgres-
sion, it was browght under the power of
in-working death rrom which before it was
free. It was an animl nature before and
after, but an animal natwre free from the
power of death before, and subject to the
power of death after.—Eprror.]

UNITED STATES.

Ereix (N.Y.)—Brother W. Maxwell, who
attained to a knowledge of the truth in the
summer of 18531 by the reading of Elpis
Israel, and by the further reading ot the
Herald of the Kingdom and Eurela becauic
satisfied he must be baptised into the sin-
covering name of Jesus that he might
become an heir of the kingdom of God,
writes to say that he was buried in baptism
into death and raised again to walk in new-
ness of life in the lifetime of brother
McMillan, to whom he went 150 miles for
the purpose. He says: “Since then I have
been much edified and cheered by the
regular visits of the Chrisistadelphian. 1

have stood alone in the faith here since 1851
until this summnier, when a dear sister and a
young man, my son, by the blessing of God
and the influence of the truth operating on
their honest minds, have fallen in love with
the truth, and whom I hope wil! ere long put
on thesin-covering name.”

AusURN (N.Y.)—DBrother Samuel Short,
of Seneca Falls, writes: “There is o small
body of brethren and sisters in Anburn of
this state. They mnumber four—Thomas
Turner, Jessie Turner, Thomas Turner,
Jun., Christina Bryson. They meet every
first day, and would be glad for any brother
or sister visiting Auburn to call on them.
Their place of business is in Genesu Street.”

LavesvipLe (Va.)—DBrother L. Edwards
writes: “ We have had dnring the past
year eight additions to our ecclesia, vz,
three Baptists, two Campbellites, and three
non-professors. The Jast one was on the
17th November —~the Wire of brother F.
Robins, formerly Campbellite, who, compre-
hending clearly the nature of the change,
turned away from another gospel and
another Jesus which Mr. Campbell preached,
and confessed the Jesus, and obeyed from
the heart, the forin of doctrine which
Paul preached, and by baptism, as did all
the others mentioned, intelligently put on
the only sin-covering name. We have on
several occasions visited Little Plymouth,
King and Queen Co., a distance of 16 miles,
where are two brethren—C. Guthrie and
Robert Moore—who were baptised a year or
two ago and united with our ecclesia. Bro.
Moore walked twelve miles in the month of
February to get our aid in burying the old
man with his deeds, and the writer being
sick in bed, he had to repeat the walk before
the work was done. He cume to his conclu-
sions principally by reading Eipes lsrael,
and his own scriptural investigations, These
two brethren are p: or, but, I believe, rich in
faith. They take together, I think, a copy
if the Clrstadelphicrn now mailed to C. C.
Guthrie. They formn a nucleus, and are
working hard to organise an ecclesia in
their neighbourhood. The opposition is
very strong, but we trust they bave some
prospect of enlisting a few recrnits. Our
lectures there are well attended, though we
are subjected to the inconvenience of a
small school house, not being allowed to
occupy any of the churches in the vicinity.
How often is it that men are bLlind to their
own interest! and this specics of' blindness,
if they did but know it, is more fatal and
terrible in its consequences than any known
to human thoughts. We number now about
60 members in our ecclesin.”

Sexeca Faris (N.Y.)— Brother Algire
writes: * Our little ecelesia is trying to do
all it can to comply with the Seriptures in
all its duties as an ecclesia, Though un-
known even to many brethren outside our
vieinity, wo wonld he olad ty invite those
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who are passing from place to place preach-
ing the word to call on us. They would
receive a hearty greeting by a poor despised
few, meeting in a private house from
week to week to break bread, to exhort and
build one another up in the most holy faith.
Our sisters also go from lhouse to house
among brethren on Wednesday evenings, to
hold Bible class meetings and invite those
who are willing to come and take part.
Already some interest is manifested and
good may result.”

SaratoGA SPRINGS (N.Y.)—Drother W.
L. Todd writes of the death of sister Smith,
wife of brother 8. E. Smith, of whom he
says: “She was one of the first in Saratoga
who became acquainted with the trath, and
she ever lived consistently with it, and fell
asleep with full assurance of hope. Her
death leaves this little ecclesia almost
broken up. Brother Smithis too old to read
much, and does net think best to subscribe
for the Christadelphian. So I am the only
one to send for it this year, hoping you will
be amply sustained in your labour of love.”

Toprexa (Kansas).—Brother Gratz writes
from this place as follows: * Several brethren
in the far West wrote to brother Ruechel, in
Clarinda, fowa, wanting me to call on them.
They are in most cases isolated, scattered
over a wide territory. There are many
out-of-the-way places difficult of access, and
very expensive to reach. DBrother Jas.
Merry, of Topeka, always ready with true-
hearted sympathy to aid me in the eflorts of
advancing the trutl, placed his light waggon
and two fine horses at my disposal to drive
around for many miles to preach the gospel
privately and publicly in numerous places.
They risked to leave their home also, regard-
less of their very feeble health, and both
travelled with me above eighty miles to and
{ro through the wild woods, across many
prairies and rough and stony roads—no
milestone to gnide the way, neither living
soul visible for many hours to enquire which
way to go, where several roads cross.
Driving fast all day long, we reached
Hesper, Douglas Co., in the evening ot Oct.
12th.  We met there some twenty or more
brethren from surrounding farms in a radius
of about twenty miles round. On Sunday
morning, Oct. 13th, we drove to KEudora
(Kan.), a distance of seven miles, aud there
addressed a fair number at the Town Hall,
on Gnd's promises. We drove again to the
farm house of brother Cook, and spent the
afternoon at his house, in company with the
brethren, in the breaking of brea!l. We
left early next morning for Topeka, and
arrived home at night. We received an
invitation to Olathe (Kansas), which is
above 19 miles farther than our last

was Paul

visit to Eudora. We drove about fifty
miles in one day. Only a western farmer
can correctly estimate such a drive, taking
the roads here in account. Drother and
sister Merry again accompanied me—a bold
and heroic undartaking purely for the
gospel's sake. They being of weak consti-
tution, it was almnost too much for them.
It was threatening storm, and no house
vizible or near. We feared to be overtaken
by snow. We were exposed to a slight rain
for the last three hours of our journey.
However, we reached our destination
exhausted and worn out. Still, we had no
cause to regret it. Brother Henderson
engaged the American Hall, well situated
and most central. It was filled every time
by very attentive and appreciative andiences
—a very rare occurrence in the western
cities ot America. We regarded it as an
unusual success not to be auticipated, as
we held our meetings at chureh times. The
subjects advertised by handbills were: Why
bound with a chain? What is
the Kingdom of God? Fulfilment of Pro-
phecy and the Signs of the Times in which
we live.  We were strongly impressed
that much good could be accomplished
there. The audience was intelligent and
well disposed towards the truth. The
brethren in that region being numerous and
in comparatively tair circumstances, should
put forth every effort to continue the good
workk mow begun. T trust the Father's
favour and blessivg will not fail to attend
it.  Some thirty or inore assembled togetlier,
of which about twenty-five were brethren
and sisters, at the house ol bro. Henderson
during the afternoon, commemorating
Christ’s death and resurrection for prayer and
exhortation.  After the night lecture, we
drove late at night eight miles to the farm
ot Dbrother Etfinger, and from there again
home Monday morning early, forty-five
miles back, which we reached late at night —
a long, weary, rough journey. We were
thanktul, considering the uncertain weather
and season and liability to aeccideuts, as for
instance, on coining lome from Hesper we
found a bridge at Tecumseh broken down.
Had it been dark, we might have driven
into the water. [ would suggest that the
brethren everywlere, even when meeting
at thieir ouses, should contribute their mite
whenever they meet together.  sufficient
means could thus be raised without any
inconvenienee, for tracts, printing, or
ecclesial expenses, as the truth requires
material financial aid.”

Wuire Pramys (Md.).—An intimation of
withdrawal from a brother here, will have
to be morve specific as to the cause before it
can appear in the Christadelplhian.

WILLIAM H. DAV1S, PRINTER, BIRMINGIIAM.
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“He (Jesus) that sanctificth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father) ;
Sfor which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.” —(Heb. ii. 11.)

“ For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the inanifestation of THE
soNs oF Gopn.”—(Rom. viii. 19).

No. 176. FEBRUARY, 1879. Vol. XVI.

BIBLE REVELATION OF THE FUTURE STATE.

By Dr. THomAs.

THE Bible reveals, or rather treats of but two states, the present and the
future. We may almost say of the past and future, for the present is no sooner
here than it is gone; so that the past Dbecomes, as it were, a completive
present. Of the future state we know nothing but as it is revealed in the
Scriptures. 'What do they testify as to this state? That, like the past and
present, it has to do with the living, and not the dead.  State is organisation,
individual and physiecal, or national ; but death is dissolution and the reverse in
everything. The Scriptures also testify that the future state is a constitution
of things upon earth growing out of those that now exist as the elements
thereof ; and that it is subdivisible in two eras, the Millennium, or ““ Age to
Come,” and that which succeeds it, called “ The Ages of the Ages.” The age
to come is styled, “ The Economy of the Fulness of Times ” by Paul, and “ The
New Heavens and New Earth wherein dwelleth righteousness” by Peter, as
contrasted with the Mosaic economy in which ungodly men and scoffers,
walking after their own lusts, had rule over Isracl. The age to come is
intermediate between “ the times of the Gentiles” and the Ages of Ages; and
is the only “intermediate state” in the word of the truth of the gospel. The
age to come is the new heavens and earth of Isaiah Ixv. 17, and Ixvi. 22 ; the
era contemporary with the kingdom of God, when His son Jesus Christ our
Lord shall sit upon the throne of his father David as King of Israel, and
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Emperor of the world.

The ages of the ages are the new
heavens and new earth spoken of by
John in the Revelation xxi. 1. They
are also the third heavens, or paradise
in full development beheld by Paul in
vision. The earth undergoes great
changes at their introduction, for
when established, there is “no more
sea.” They commence with the fold-
ing up of the heavens of the age to
come like a vesture ; for these shall
be changed, having then waxed old as
doth a garment. The constitution of
the kingdom is changed at that epoch ;
for sin being taken away from among
men, and death its punishment
abolished, the element of priesthood
must be removed. Then the end will
have come when the Son shall deliver
up the kingdom to the Father, that
God may be all and in all. From the
end the ages of the ages take their
rise, and things on earth are changed
no more.

A resurrection from among the dead
marks the introduction of a future
state. It precedes the age to come ;
and it precedes the ages of the ages—
the former being the resurrection of
the first fruits of God’s creatures, and
therefore termed the first resurrection;
the latter, a thousand years after, at
“the end.” ¢ Blessed and holy is he
that hath part in the first resurrection :
on such the second death hath no
power, but they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with
him a thousand years.”

Now, the subject matter of the
“ great salvation ” is the kingdom and
age to come, to which believers are
introduced by a resurrection from
among the dead. We affirm this on
the anthority of Paul,in his letter to
the Hebrews: “How shall we es-
cape,” says he, “if we neglect so
great salvation, which at the first
began to be spoken by the Lord,” &c.
“For unto the angels he has not put
into subjection the future habitable
(teen oikoumeneen teen mellousan),
concerning which we speak.” Here,
then, we learn when the Lord Jesus
began to preach, e spoke about the
futurc habitable. But what is this

future habitable? The answer is
found in the testimony of Luke con-
cerning what Jesus preached. He
informs us that when the people of
Capernaum besought him to remain
among them, he refused, saying, “I
must preach the kingdom of God to
other cities also, for therefore am I
sent.” Mark also says that “after
John was put in prison, Jesus came
into Galilee, preaching the gospel of
the kingdom of God, and saying, the
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God draws near; repent ye, and
believe the gospel.”— (Luke iv. 43;
Mark i. 14, 15) In preaching
about the future habitable, then,
Jesus preached the gospel of the king-
dom. Now, a ‘habitable” is a place
or country capable of being inhabited ;
a “future habitable,” a country unin-
habitable in the present, but habitable
hereafter. This 1s true of the Land of
Israel, called the Land of Promise,
because God promised it to Abraham
and Christ.—(Gen. xii. 7; xiii. 15;
xv. 7, 8, 18; Gal. iii. 16-19.) At
present, it is uninhabitable by Jesus
and those who neglect not the “ great
salvation,” for “the uncircumcised and
unclean” possess it; but when it
becomes the area on which is erected
the kingdom of God—upon which
David’s tabernacle and throne are
existing in their glory—the enemy
will have been expelled from the
country ; and it will be inhabited by
the Twelve Tribes of Israel, “a king-
dom of priests, and a holy nation”
(Exod. xix. 4-6), the subjects of
the kingdom, and by Jesus and the
saints, his co-heirs and brethren, the
inheritors of its glory, honour, immor-
tality and dominion. The land will
then be the oikoumence gee, the
habitable land, concerning which, says
Paul, we speak.

This condition of the land of Promise
will be manifested in the age to come,
of which “ the Son given ” to Israel is
the ¢ father,” or founder.—(Isaiah ix.
6-7.) Concerning the country, then,
become “a leavenly country,”
Jehovah saith to the saints and to His
people Israel by the mouth of the
prophet, ‘ Hearken unto me, ye that
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follow after righteousness, ye that
seek the Lord. Look unto
Abraham your father for
I called him alone and blessed him,
and increased him. For the Lord
shall comfort Zion: He will comfort
all her waste places, and He will
make her wilderness like Eden, and
her desert like the garden (Paradise)
of the Lord: joy and gladness shall
be found therein, thanksgiving and
the voice of melody.”—(Isa. li. 1-3.)
No one who understands this testi-
mony—and before he gives his opinion
he should read the whole chapter to
the 10th verse of the next—can be at
a logs to answer the question, “ What
and where is Paradise ?” It is the
land of Israel made like Eden and the
garden of the Lord, when Jerusalem,
the holy city, puts on her beautiful
garments, being thenceforth ‘“mno
more ” the habitation of the uncir-
cumcised and unclean. This is Para-
dise—THE LAND OF ISRAEL WITH THE
KiNapoM OF GoOD ESTABLISHED UPON
IT IN THE AGE TO COME. Paradise is
neither the grave nor in hades; but
the Holy Land converted into the
garden of the Lord. It is a word
that signifies the same thing as the
kingdom of God ; and when the Lord
Jesus sits upon the throne of his
father David on Mount Zion, he will
then and there be “the tree of life in
the midst of the Paradise of God.”"—
(Rev. ii. 7; xxii. 2, 14) We must
eat of this tree if we would live for
ever ; for it is “our life,” It is a
vine tree, with twelve branches, and
“twelve fruits ;”” and the unwither-
ing “leaves are for the healing of the
nations.”—(John =xv.1,5; Ps, i. 3.)
In other words, the work of healing
the nations of their spiritual and
political maladies is assigned to Jesus
on the throne of David ; to the apos-
tles on the twelve thrones of the
house of David; and to the saints
associated with them in the kingdom.
These things are the topics of the
great salvation which began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed
unto their contemporaries by the
apostles that heard him, God also
bearing them witness, &c.

Now, the righteous dead can only
attain to this hope by a resurrection
from among the dead; and the
righteous living, who may witness its
manifestation, by being changed, or
immortalised, in the twinkling of an
eye. Resurrection is the issue, or
path, from death to life. “The dead
praise not the Lord, neither any that
go down into silence;” ‘the dead
know mnot anything;” “in death
there is no remembrance of Thee, O
Lord; in the grave none can give
Thee thanks;” ‘the grave cannot
praise Thee, death cannot celebrate
Thee ; they that go down into the
pit cannot hope for Thy truth. The
living, he shall praise Thee, as I,
Hezekiah, do this day.” “ Whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might; for there is no work, nor de-
vice, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in
the grave whither thou goest.” These
testimonies are true, and entirely set
aside the foolish speculations of “ the
learned ” with respect to the dead
while in the power of death. If a
man would praise the Lord, if he
would remember Him, if he would
celebrate His name and give Him
thanks, if he would hope in His truth,
if he would do anything, and have
any knowledge and wisdom after he
departs this life, he must rise from
the dead. Paul was thoroughly con-
vinced of this; hence his anxiety as
expressed in his letter to the Philip-
pians, that ‘“he might krow Christ
and the power of his resurrection, and
the fellowship of his sufferings being
made conformable to his death ; if by
any means he might attain to the
resurrection from among the dead "—
eis leen exanastasin toon nekroon.—
(Phil. iii. 10, 11.) Does the reader
imagine, in the face of these testi-
monies, that Paul had “a desire to
depart’ into the death state ; that he
thought there was anything to gain in
that region of darkness and silence by
dying ; or that he considered that
when dead he should be “present with
the Lord?” No; Paul said none
other things, and believed none other
things than what Moses and the
prophets testified ; and these writers
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are in entire harmony with himself
and all that is written in the New
Testament, and this men would soon
discover if they understood the 01d.

Paul knew that, as a living man in
any sense, he stood related only to
two states, the present and the future,
and that, as a dead man he would
know nothing; he could offer no praise,
he could have no recollection of the
past, and mno hope for the future.
The interval between dying and rising
again he well knew was a perfect
blank—an interval of which he would
have no consciousness. Being, there-
fore, unconscious of it—and it is only
the living that are conscious that such
an interval exists—dying and rising
became to him, though really cen-
turies apart, but two successive acts,
following each other in the twinkling
of an eye. This must be of necessity,
for there is no account taken of time
by the dead. The testimony says
they know nothing; consequently
they know no more about time than
they do about anything else. If we
understand this, we are delivered from
the perverting influence of the heathen
philosophy, or mythology of *spirit
words " (which have no existence save
in the mesmerised imaginations of
clairvoyant familiars and those who
deal with them), which constitutes
the system of sectarianism, the flesh-
eating “cancer” that destroys the
truth.

Paul then knew only of presence
with the body, and presence with the
Lord: both of them, however, bodily
states ; for, he says, speaking of
presence with the Lord: “ We must
all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that every man may receive
the things in body according to that
he hath done, whether good or bad.”
“The things " are the things promised
and threatened. He hoped to receive
“the things” promised, such as glory,
honor, immmortality, and the kingdom ;
and he hoped to receive them also
“in body.” He knew he could not
receive them if he were not existing
bodily ; for as disorganised dust and
ashes he could possess nothing.,  Pre-
gence with the Lord, then, is bodily

presence ; and this is absence from the
body of mortal flesh; for when the
faithful are “present with the Lord,”
their bodies have suffered transforma-
tion, being then incorruptible and
deathlessly living, bhaving put on
immortality, which putting on is their
being “clothed upon by their house
from heaven,” or being built up of
God on the basis of their mortal
body, their earthy house, which had
been dissolved or reduced to dust,
but now reproduced, and changed at
the rising from the dead.

So long as believers are flesh and
blood, they are “at home in the
body,” and absent from the Lord ; for
“flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God,” for it is corruptible
and mortal ; and until they do inherit
the kingdom, they cannot be present
with Him ; for it is in the kingdom
He appears to meet them. They walk
by faith now ; they walk by sight
then; but in the death state there is
no walking at all, for they walk
neither by faith nor by sight there,
no knowledge, nor wisdom, existing in
the grave whither they go. The apos-
tle evidently did not cxpect to be
present with the Lord in the death
state. He leaves us without a doubt
on this subject ; for he tells the saints
in Corinth that “ God who raised up
the Lord Jesus shall also raise them
up by Jesus, and shall present him
and Timothy with them.” He did
not expect his own presentation to
precede theirs; but that he, with
them and the rest of the saints, should
all be ushered into the Lord’s presence
together at his coming, when those of
them turned to righteousness by him
should be his glory, and joy, and
crown of rejoicing for evermore.—(1
Thes. ii. 19.)

The apostle’s mind was fixed on the
age to come, its kingdom, honour,
glory, and immortality, and not upon
the dark,loathsome and gloomy grave
in which he was to moulder in
unconsciousness till the trump of God
awaked him. The things of the
kingdom and age to come are “the
things which are not seen,” and are
enduring.  They arc not yet seen by
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the natural eye ; but are discerned by
the eye of faith by the light of the
divine testimony. These unseen, and
as yet unrevealed things, existing
only in promise, are the subject of the
faith which justifies, and by which
the ancients obtained a good report.
Paul’'s faith agreed with his defini-
tion of it, as “the assured expectation
of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen ;" for, says he, in
relation to the ‘“far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory,” “we
look at the things which are not seen;
for the things which are seen are
temporal, but the things which are
not seen are eternal;’ therefore, he
saith in another place : “If, then, ye
be risen with Christ (by faith of his
resurrection, and by being baptised in
hope of being planted in its likeness),
seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand
of God. Set your affections on things
above, not on things on the earth.
For ye are dead (to earthly things),
and your life is hid with Christ in
God. When Christ, who is our life,
shall appear, then shall ye also appear
with him in glory.”—(Col. iii. 1-4.)
Was Paul’s hope and expectation
different from that he set before the
Colossians and others?  Assuredly
not. He sought for those things
which are from above, and his affec-
tions were upon them. He walked in
the belief of them, and hoped to

realise them at the appearance of the
Lord in glory. He would then be
present with him, and not a moment
before. He expected life and glory
to be brought to him when the Lord
shall depart from God’s right hand on
his return to Olivet. Walk so as ye
have us for an example; for our
citizenship, says he, belongs to the
heavens, from whence also we waib
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall change the body of our
humiliation, in order that it may
become of a like form to the body of
his glory, according to the power
whereby he is able also to subdue all
things to himself.”—(Phil. iii. 17, 20,
21.)  After this, who can scripturally
affirm that Paul expected life, glory
and incorruptibility, and to be present
with the Lord, at the instant of death;
or who is so blind that he cannot see,
that he looked for all these things
when he should appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, in company
with the saints, at the epoch of their
resurrection? He took no account of
the period of his unconsciousness in
the grave ; but connected the present
with the future as continuous, which
they are, in fact, to the generations of
the living, by whom alone any interval
is perceived at all, and that only in
relation to the dead. The living
perceive the lapse of time between
dying and rising again, but the dead
do not.—Herald, 1852,

DR. THOMAS ON THE TREATY OF PARIS, 1856, WHEN
IT WAS SIGNED.

Tur plenipotentiaries, or ‘“‘demons”
of the sin-powers, are said to have
signed a treaty of peace. In this the
disciples of Mammon rejoice greatly;
and are screwing up their fiddles to
their old song ‘“peace and safety.”
The reader, however, who knows
what God has revealed in the word,
and who does not interpret it by the
intelligence of the last steamer (which

would be to walk by sight and not |

by faith), will not be thrown off his
guard by such a syren melody. The
elements of discord created by the
war are too many for the present
interruption of it to terminate in an
assured and permanent peace. The
present situation created by the ¢ Un-
clean Spirits” is a transition — a
passing from the attack and defence
of the Euphratean power to & work
to be developed in the heart of
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Europe. The events of the last two
years have rendered certain the entire
and speedy evaporation of the Otto-
man Power. Turkey in the hands of
France and England will not be long
in attaining her “manifest destiny.”
The dctails of the process have not
been revealed; but the end is certain,
and the interpretation thereof sure.
Turkey is doubtless doomed to parti-
tion among its friends and faithful
allies; for what so natural as that a
man's estate should be inherited, not
by his enemies, but by his {riends?
France and England are in the
Sultan’s house, and have hinted their
intention of making themselves as
comfortable there as possible for some
time to come. "This is what they
propose; but will God dispose events
to suit their purpose ? Nay, verily;
as will soon appear.

The drying up of the Euphrates,
then, being secured, the second
‘“chapter of accidents” is now open-

ing to the world. What do we read
there as the conclusion to be tried ?
The formation of Izekiel's Russo-
Gogian Confederacy. This is the
solution of the problem set forth in
the words: “The ten horns reccive
power as kings one hour with the
Beast (the Eighth Head). These
have one mind, and shall give their
power and strength unto the Beast.
For God puts in their hearts to fulfil
His will, and to agree, and give their
kin trdom to.the Beast "until the words
of God shall be fulfilled.” When
this is perfected, Daniel’s Fourth
Beast will be complete, and ready for
the two-edged sword and burning
flame. The continuation of the late
war in the direction of the Crimes
could not have developed this result.
Hence its interruption, and that the
powers may find scope for operations
more conducive to the fulfilment of
the words of God.—Herald, 1856.

DIVERS TESTIMONIES TO TEE APPROACHING END.

“ ALL over the East, the Mohammedan
power is wasting away, and like all
doomed things, begins to be conscious
of its approaching end; insomuch
that they say, the Ottoman Porte is
paralyzed with prophecies of its
speedy end; a notion which one of
my school companions, who travelled
lately into Central Africa, found to
be spread abroad among the Moham-
medans there, though he was the

first Christian who had conversed.

with them face to face. They con-
tinued to say, ‘ But our religion is to
come to an end within thirty or forty
years. Is it not so written in your
book?’ And what is very remark-
able, another friend of mine, who
stood upon the Himalaya Mountains
of India, by the ‘Most Holy Pool,
where never Christian had dwelt
before, found there also an expectation
spread abroad of a religion from the
West, which, in the short space of

thirty or forty years was to possess
the earth. Both of which reports
they made to me with their own
lips.”—IRVING.

The London Quarterly Journal of
Prophecy testifies that, “ All classic
myths relative to the cxpected era of
bliss, announce a mighty one to come,
Sibylline verses, dertving their name
from a Chaldee word, which signifies
“to prophesy,” are traditional pre-
dictions, and as we have them
presented by Virgil, they point us to
an “age to come,” and a “new birth
of nature” and at the same time,
link the glorious kingdom they
depict with an exalted personage, who
would, they say, ¢ reduce all mankind
into a single empire.”

The Encyclopwdza of Religious
Knowledge informs us that the Moham-
medans all believe in a general
resurrection and future judgment,
adding: “The time of the resurrection
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they allow to be a perfect secret to all
but God alone—however, they say
the approach of that day may be
known from certain signs which are
to precede it.”

Sir Paul Ricaut, in his work on the
“Ottoman Empire,” published in the
seventeenth century, says: ‘There is
a sect of Mohammedans called
Haictites, who believe that the Messiah
took a true natural body; and that
being eternal, he became incarnate,
as the Christians believe.” ‘ Where-
fore,” says Ricaut, they have inserted
this article in their confession of
faith, that Christ shall come to judge
the world at the last day. For the
proof whereof, they cite a text out
of the Koran, in these words, ‘O
Mahomet! thou shalé see thy Lord,
who shall come again in the clouds!’
They affirn that this is foretold of
the Messiah, and confess that this
Messiah can be no other than Jesus,
who is to return into the world with
the same flesh as he assumed.”

Robert Hort, A.M., in the seven-
teenth century,in a sermon on the
Millennium, wrote as follows: “In
Plato’s  dialogue, the philosopher
having spoken of the first happy
condition of the world, and its fall,
adds: ¢ But in the end, lest the world
should be plunged into an eternal
abyss of confusion, God, the author
of the primitive order, will appear
again and resume the reins of empire ;
then he will change, embellish and
restore the whole frame of nature;
and put an end to decay of age,
sickness and death.” Hort again
continues: ‘ Plutarch having related
the doctrine of the ancieft Persians
concerning the evil introduced into
the world by Arimanius, concludes it
thus: ¢But there will come a time
appointed by faith, when Arimanius
shall Le entirely destroyed and extir-
pated; the earth shall change its
forin and become plain and even; and
happy men shall have one and the
same life, language and government.’
According to the authority of Strabo,
the ancient Gymnosophists had a
similar tradition and believed in a
time when ‘the ancient plenty shall

be restored.” All the heathen nations
believed that the renovation would
be brought about by some divine hero.
Virgil,in his fourth eclogue,describes
the renovation both of the physical
and moral world, in a manner very
little differing from the sacred
writings; and the Chinese philosophers
entertain the same notions concerning
the corruption and the future renova-
tion of the world.”

Dr. Joseph Wolffe. — From his
travels in the east we gather the
following traditions, current among
the Asiatic nations:—

In Arabia, the Jews of Yemen, the
Rechabites and the Children of Israel,
of the tribes of Dan, expect the
speedy arrival of the Messiah in the
clouds of heaven. The children of
Rechab say: “ We shall one day fight
the battles of the Messiah and march
toward Jerusalem.” Rabbi Alkaree,
one of the Jews of Yemen, said,
“ We do not expect the coming of the

Messiah, There is war in the
wilderness unprecedented in our
memory.”

In Thibet, one of their chiefs said,
“ When you shall see corn growing
upon my grave, then the day of
resurrection is nigh at hand.” The
people of Cashmere assured me that
corn had begun to grow upon his
grave, and therefore they considered
my words to be true, that Jesus will
come.

The Jews in Persia say the world
is to exist six thousand years, and
that the Messiah will appear, and the
sabbatical year shall have its
commencement. One of their Rabbis
read to Mr. Wolife, from Maimonides,
that “The king Messiah shall rise
to make the kingdom of David return
to its former condition and power,”
that whosoever does not hope in his
coming, denies the words of the
prophets and the law of Moses, that
in his days the Messiah shall rule
alone, and only he, that “on his
arrival the battle of Gog and Magog
shall be fought,” that * we must wait
for his coming,” and that, “at that
time there shall be hunger and war
no more, and envy and anger shall
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cease among us.”

The Guebers of India and Persia
who worship fire, are acquainted with
the history of the fallen angels, and
believe in the deluge, and that a time
is coming when the world will pass
away and another will be created.
The Mussulmans, the worshippers of
Ali and Mohammedan Jews and
Mullahs, many of them believe in
the coming of a deliverer called
“Mohde,” (translated from Shiloh)
who shall restore all things before
the day of judgment, and be pro-
claimed sovereign; a messenger going
on before him. They told Wolffe
that they were glad to find hie expected
the speedy arrival of the Messiah
Jesus; for the signs of the times
prove that Mohde must scon come,
one stating to him that she had
discovered by the book called Khoroof
Namah, that Christ will come again.
. . . . . “They derive,”
says Wolffe, “most of this from
their hades or traditional prophecies.”

The Hindoos have a tradition that
Vishnoo is to destroy the world for
a season, a belief analogous to the
advent of Christ to judgment. They
have also a record of submersion
of the world by a deluge.

The following dialogue occurred
between Mr. Wolffe and a Persian
Dervish.

Wolffe.—~What will become of this
world ?

Dervish.—The world will become
so good that the lamb and the wolf
shall feed together, and there shall
be general peace and fear of God
upon the earth; there shall be no
more controversy about religion, all
shall kncw God truly; there shall be
no more hatred, &c.

Wolffe—Who then shall govern the
earth ?

Dervish.—Jesus.

Dr. Wolffe says they got this from

e e

their kades, and he adds, that in his
opinion more light is to be found
among them than among the most
learned neologists and infidels in
Europe.

In Yemen (Teman of Scripture) a
Rabbi told Mr. Wolffe that his tribe
did not return to Jerusalem after the
Babylonish captivity. When Ezra by
letters invited their princes in Tanaan
to return, they replied, *Daniel
predicts the murder of the Messiah,
and another destruction of Jerusalem
and the temple; therefore we will
not go up until He shall have
scattered the power of the holy
people—till the 1290 days (meaning
years) are over. But we do
expect the coming of the Messiah,
&e.”

Seiler, a German spiritualist oppos-
ing the faith of the ancient Jews in
relation to a personal reign of the
expected Messiah, makes the following
admission: —“Concerning many things
they formed erroneous conceptions,
some of the prophets themselves not
excepted. They expected it
—the kingdom of God—to arrive
earlier than it did, They fancied
that God would subdue the heathen
by miraculous punishments. They
had no conception of supersensuous
or heavenly happiness, and therefore
as being persons whose notions were
entirely sensuous, they could not
conceive of a kingdom of God other-
wise than as possessing a visible
king, ruling on earth in splendid

majesty.”
Nevertheless this kingdom will
come. It will be a literal kingdom.

Immanuel will reign on David’s
throne ‘““in splendid majesty ” for ever.
He will be a.“ visible king,” making
“all things new.” Oh, those will be
happy times! We are confidently
expecting them, and they are at
hand.— Millennial Advent.
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THE WAYS OF PROVIDENCE,

AS AUTHENTICALLY ILLUSTRATED IN BIBLE HISTORY.
No. b.

Tuk ways of Providence are more abundantly and clearly illustrated in the
case of Jacob, perhaps, than in that of either Abraham or Isaac—not that the
operations of Providence were a whit more actual, frequent, or signal in the
case of Jacob, but that the incidents of his life are more varied, and the
record more extensive ; and, therefore, the exhibition of God’s guiding hand
more manifest. As in the case of Abraham and Isaac, so in the case of Jacob,
there is a large element of open vision, and visible divine interposition, in the
shaping of his affairs; but, asin their case, so in his, the present series of
articles must leave such features out of account, as the object is to bring into
notice those points in their case which may have a parallel in these days when,
for a season, open vision and visible interference are suspended.

~ The key to his whole experience is to be found in the expression he
made use of in his old age, when blessing the sons of Joseph in Egypt:
“ God who fed me all my life long to this day; the angel which redeemed me
JSrom all evil, bless the lads.”—(Gen. xlviii. 15, 16.) The superintending Provi-
dence, which waited on his steps, and directed his way, giving his affairs an
intelligent bent this way and that, as occasion required, consisted of an angel’s
volitions, in harmony with the testimony adduced in the second article, that
the Father's designs are carried out in their details by the angels; and that,
where the angels do not operate, Providence is not at work, but affairs are left
to work themselves out on natural principles. Yet the angelic operations are
not known or discernible except the case call for visible manifestation. Apart
from this, the results induced by them appear mere effects of nature, as when
Balaam attributed the restiveness of the animal he rode to the creature’s
perversity, till his eyes were opened to the angelic cause.—(Num. xxii. 31-34.)
The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him : this is
testified (Psa. xxxiv. 7); consequently, those who fear the Lord may go forth
with courage, careful only to do so in faith and well-doirg, and not seeking to
discover the angel’s hand which they cannot do. Keep the commandments, and
trust, though you do not sece. * We walk by faith, and not by sight.” In due
time, the veil shall be taken away: then shall we know, even as we are known,
and take open part with the legions of angels who will openly co-operate in
the mighty work to be done when they escort the Lord, in their ten thousands,
to the earth.—(Matt. xxv. 31; Rev. v. 11.)

The first matter in which Providence is markedly visible in the history
of Jacob concerns his relations with his twin brother Xsau. These are,
in many points, peculiar, and deserve attentive consideration. Before the
children were born, God told Rebecca (Gen. xxv. 23) that they were the
beginning of “two manner of people,” and that the elder would serve the
younger. As it turned out, Esan was the first born, and therefore the elder.
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According to the law of primogeniture (which has been in force from the
earliest antiquity, though not in its monstrous Gentile form, which dismisses
the others without a portion), Esau was entitled to priority in rank and
inheritance ; but this natural order was set aside in the intimation that the
elder would serve the younger. Of the domestic incidents in the lives of the
patriarchs, Paul says : “ which things are an allegory” (Gal. iv. 24) ; that is,
they bear the impress of the general plan on which God is working out the
redemption of the world. An analogy runs through all. The plan roughly
stated, is this: ‘first, that which is natural; afterwards, that which is
spiritual.”  Adam first, Christ second: ‘‘And the elder shall serve the
younger ;" for Christ (the younger in point of appearance on the scene) is to
have the dominion, and the old man will come into subjection. But there was
a moral analogy inside that of the chronology. Esau had the priority of birth,
but he was not the sort of man with whom the covenant could be established.
When it was ordained, before the birth of the children, that the elder should
serve the younger, respect was had to what they would turn out to be when
they grew to be men, which was known to God; for, “known unto God are
all His works from the beginning.” God made choice of Jacob in preference
to Esau, because Jacob was more suitable to the spiritual objects contemplated
in the election. True it is, as Paul says in his ccmments on the case (Rom. ix.
11), it was “ that the purpose of God, according to election, might stand, not
of works, but of him that calleth.” Nevertheless, this purpose operates in
harmony with God’s moral attributes. He does not choose an Abraham to act
the part of a Pharaoh, nor a Jobn to stand in the place of a Judas. Esau
turned out to be a purely natural man, delighting in the objects and exercises
of nature, without reference to nature’s Constitutor ; while Jacob had a lively
recognition of God. “The boys grew, and Esan was a cunning hunter, a man
of the field ; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents.”—(Gen. xxv. 27.)
This plain man, dwelling in tents, turned out a worshipper of God; while the
out-of-doors pursuer of the prey was only a lawless lover of nature. Though
the two were the subjects of prophetic appointment, it was not without a reason
that it was afterwards written : “ Jacob have I loved, and Esau have I hated.”
—(Rom. ix. 13.)

But the difference between the two was not fully manifest while they were
at home together. Esau, as the elder, had the birthright, and “ Isaac loved
Esau because he did eat of his venison.”—(Gen. xxv. 28.) Here was a
situation of things requiring an interposition of Providence, to bring about a
change in harmony with the divine purpose. It might be asked, Why was
there such a situation ?—why was not Jacob the first-born and the beloved ?
It is one answer to say that the allegory required that Esau, the rejected, as
typifying the human race in their first-Adam relation, should be first in
privilege and first in the enjoyment of preferential regard; but a more
compreliensive answer is that it is not for us to criticise the arrangements of
the irresponsible and all-wise Possessor of heaven and earth. The situation
was there, and had to be changed. The interest for us, as investigators of
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the ways of Providence, is to watch how the change was brought about. First,
as regards the birthright. The matter must have been the subject of frequent
conversation between Jacob and his mother Rebecca—for two reasons:
Rebecca knew, from God's intimation to her before the birth of her children,
that her sons were the heads of “two manner of people;” and she knew that
the chosen people would be in the line of the younger, and that that younger
was Jacob. She perceived the difference between the two growing boys, and
with a clearer sight than Isaac, who was biassed by Esau’s welcome and
probably manly ministrations, ‘“she loved Jacob.”—(Gen. xxv. 28.) Loving
Jacob, and knowing he was the chosen, and yet perceiving that the family
birthright was in the possession of Esau, she must often have spoken of the
matter with her son, as the subsequent narratives show them familiar
and confidential with one another on matters affecting Jacob's interests. What
more likely than that they should suggest the desirability of inducing Esau to
part with his legal privilege ? The difficulty would be to carry out that idea.
Their thoughts would be angelically stimulated in this direction. At all
events, this is what happened. On a certain occasion, Esau, returning faint and
hungry from his favourite occupation afield, asks Jacob for some food, which,
in the absence of precise domestic arrangements, he had prepared for himself.
This is the opportunity for which Jacol had been previously prepared. It is
also precisely the occasion to test and manifest Esau as the type of the class
who sacrifice future well-being to present gratification. Some might say it
exhibits Jacob in an unneighbourly aspect, and that he ought not to have seized
the moment of hunger to extor$ a bargain; but ought rather to have uncon-
ditionally ministered to his brother’s need. The answer is, there is a time
for everything, and that these men were in the hands of a special Providence
for the working out of a national purpose in their posterity, and for the
development of a spirtual allegory, serviceable for all time. Esau’s character
comes out, and he seals his own doom. Physical craving is more powerful
with him than the perceptions of wisdom., For a moment’s gratification, he
bargains away a position germinally containing countless gratifications in the
future. He stands before us as a man swayed by his senses, and not by the
dictates of enlightened judgment ; and, therefore, as the type of the class who
love the present world, and have not faith sufficient to practise that self-denial
by which the birthright of the future age is preserved and secured.

Jacob obtained the birthright cast away by his brother, thus completing the
spiritual allegory of the transaction. The practical bearing of the case on
present times is obvious. God put Esau to the proof by a common-place home
incident, in which the hand of God was not visible. God may prove us by
common-place home incidents. The Spirit exhorts us: “Let no man take thy
crown.” Esau illustrates the failure of this exhortation. He would not be
aware of the issues involved. Crowns are lost and won in the common ways of
life. The general habit of man is to look upon these common ways as
insignificant—a view which puts pcople off their guard. The attitude of
wisdom is to have our eyes open towards God in all our ways—in all these
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ways acknowledging Him, that He may direct our steps. It was part of the
folly of Jerusalem bewailed by Jesus, that she “knew not the time of her
visitation.”—(Luke. xix. 44.) She looked upon Jesus and the apostles as
common men, and their teachings as matters of debateable value. She
discerned not in them the approach of God’s expostulation, invitation and
entreaty. Her mistake is possible individually. God works in “divers
manners”’ with the “sundry times.” He may come near to a man in the
special instrumentality of His word brought to bear in an apparently unofficial,
‘natural and common-place way. If there is no loving intelligence to discern,
the visitation may be turned to hurt, and without our knowing that God
has anything to do with it. Jesus intimates as much to the ecclesia at Sardis,
saying, “If, therefore, thou shalt not watch, I will come upon thee As A ruiEr,
and thou shalt not know what hour I shall come upon thee.”"—(Rev. iii. 3.) Esau's
case is a fair illustration of God's coming upon a man as a thief. He took
away his birthright in a way, and at a moment, when Esau was unaware of the
operation. God works still, and changes not. Our only safety lies in the
attitude of constant watchfulness over our tongues and our hands, that word
and deed may be in harmony with the will of God. Practically, this is to be
accomplished in the daily reading of the word, and continuing instant in
prayer. Pleasure, and too much business, frustrate the operation of these, and
leave us a prey to that insensibility and neglect in which we may fall from our
steadfastness and lose our birthright.

The transfer of the birthright from Esau to Jacob brought the situation more
into harmony with the purpose of God; but there was a remaining obstacle,
Isaac loved Esau, as we have seen, and this love prompted him to resolve on
bestowing his parting blessing on his elder son. There was more in this than
we can know. It might seem as if it were a matter of indifference what any
man might utter, in the way of benediction, if the will of God were opposed to
the blessing ; but when we are dealing with men on whom the Spirit of God
rested, and whose volitions may, to some extent, have controlled its effects, we
are really dealing with the working out of the will of God by some hidden law
which we cannot understand, as merely natural men, but which we may see
quite into when we ourselves have passed out of the animal into the spiritual
state, if it please God to grant us that great blessedness in Christ. At all
events, it became a matter of importance that Isaac should be diverted from
a purpose which was due to his likings, as a natural man, rather than to his
understanding of the purpose announced to Rebecca concerning their two sons.
Rebecca was herself made use of to frustrate Isaac’s intentions. Some say that
if Rebecca had waited, God would have interposed in some other way to bring
Isaac’s blessing upon Jacob. It may be so; but there is no intimation of this
in the testimony. The crisis was at hand, “Isaac called Esan, his eldest son,
and said unto him : My son ; and he said unto him, Behold here am I. And he
said : Behold, now, I am old : T know not the day of my death. Now, there-
fore, take, I pray thee, take thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out
to the field, and take me some venison. And make me savoury meat, such as [
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love, and bring it to me that I may eat, that my soul may bless thee before I
die.”—(Gen. xxvii. 1-4.) Esau having received this express and interesting
direction, went immediately out to carry it into effect. Rebecca was a witness
to what had passed. She was greatly exercised by it. If Esau returns
successful, as he is likely to do, the blessing which belongs to the younger will
be obtained by the elder, in opposition to what ‘had been told to her of the
Lord before the birth of the children. She resolves to take upon herself the
responsibility of coming between Isaac and the fulfilment of his intentions.
Who shall say she was not stirred up to defeat a merely natural partiality of
Isaac’s? She informs Jacob of what was pending, and directs him to bring to
her two kids from the flock that she may dress themn in the manner that his
father liked. With these, she sends Jacob into the presence of his father, who
was blind from age; and, representing himself as Esau, his father having
eaten, bestows upon him the blessing which was his by the divine purpose and
the purchased birthright. “Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to
thee. Be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s sons bow down to thee.
Cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth
thee.”

The only difficult feature of the case is the deception by which the blessing
was diverted. Some easement on this point may be obtained by realising
that God may do what man must not do if God forbid. To man it is a
command, “ thou shalt not kill,” and to kill in disobedience of this,is murder;
but God may kill without unrighteousness, as he says “I kill and I make
alive . . . Neither is there any that can deliver out of mine hand.”—
(Deut. xxxii. 39.) To us it is sin to avenge ourselves, because of the command
“ Avenge not yourselves,” but “is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance ?
God forbid: for then how should God judge the world.”—(Rom. iii. 5.) He
says  Vengeance is mine: I will repay.”—(Deut.xxxii. 43.) So on the subject
of deception: in all normal relations, ¢“ God is a God of truth and there is no
unrighteousness in Him " (Ibid) but when circumstances call for it, he may,
as a man without unrighteousness deceives a wild beast, to its capture and
destruction, “send strong delusion ™ upon the perverse, “that they may believe
& lie.”—(2 Thess. ii. 11.) On this principle, we read “If the prophet (that is,
the idolatrous prophet: see context) be deceived when he hath spoken a thing,
1, the Lord, have deceived the prophet.”— (Ezekiel xiv. 9.) And again in the
parable uttered before Ahab by Micaiah, the prophet of Jehovah: “There
came forth a spirit and stood before the Lord and said, I will persuade him
(Alab, to go up to battle). And the Lord said unto himn, Wherewith? And
he said, I will go forth and I will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his
prophets. And he said . . . Go forth and do so. Now therefore, the Lord
hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets.’—(1 Kings xxii.
21-23.) Applying this principle to the case in hand, we may understand that
God stirred up Rebecca to deceive Isaac, that Isaac might be defeated in the
wrong use of the divine gift of blessing which rested upon him.

The difficulty in understanding such instances, arises principally from our
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pre-conceived notions on the subject of “morality.” Human speculation,
alizs philosophy falsely  so-called, has evolved the assumption that
“morality,” (as men speak) is a fixed element in the constitution of things to
which, such of them as believe in God, say God is as much subject as His
creatures, The fact is—as the Scriptures reveal and nature accurately studied
attests—that there is no such thing as fixed morality at all.  The question of
right and wrong is determinable in all things by the appointinent of the
eternal Creator. It is a simple question of what He has commanded. With
Him is sovereign and irresponsible authority. ¢ None may say unto Himn, What
doest Thou?” He may command a man to kill, and it is then sin not to kill,
as in the case of Saul with the Amalekites; and righteousness to kill, as in the
case of Samuel with Agag, on the same occasion; while when He chooses to
command: “ Thou shalt not kill,” he that even hates his brother becomes a
murderer. This simple prineiple relieves the subject of the world of difficuity
that humnan philosophy has created. [t explains, too, how it is that the belief
of the gospel is righteousness, and enables us to realise how unutterably
out of the right way is the present generation, with all their educated contempt
for the promises and the commandments of God.

In these remarks, we have digressed somewhat from the general subject to
which these articles are devoted. Yet they have naturally arisen from the
topics discussed, and may not be without a use. The lesson of Jacob and
Esau, as bearing on the subject of providence, is the same as we found in the
prior cases: that Lesides the visible interposition of His power, God works
by apparently natural circumnstances in the execution of His purposes, and
that the eye of an enlightened faith may discern His hand where unbelief sees
nothing but mechanical chance; yea, mischance, untoward and evil occurrence.
The further lessons in this direction yielded by the life of Jacob, we must
leave for another article.

EpiToRr.

ISRAEL'S NIGHT,

(Extract from an Ode sung at the opening of a new synagogue at Leeds, Sep. 12, 1878.)

Throughout creation’s broad and bright domains,
How great, how wondrous, are Thy works, O Lord !
Beyond all praise enshrined in human strains,—
In awe struck silence, is Thy name adored !
Yet, since-~to Thee—the bursting heart delights
To lift on high the voice of joyful praise;
By Thy behest, on Zion’s hallowed heights,
We built Thy House of Prayer in happier days :
O Jacob ! in that age of glowing grace,
How fair, how pleasant was thy dwelling place!
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But time rolled on ; the storm-charged welkin came ;
Our ruthless hands Thy sacred shrine profaned ;
In surging seas of sorrow, sin and shame,
Our sun went down ; our glittering glory waned.
Then on our summer fell the scathing blight ;
We trembled 'neath Thy justly vengeful hand ;
Thy House was scattered on the sacred height,
And desolation rent the stricken land!
For guilty Jacob, in that hapless day,
Became the heathen’s scorn, the spoiler’s prey.

* * * *

But still unmindful of Thy love sublime—

Untaught by exile’s hard and bitter lot,—
Our sin pursued us to the stranger clime ;

Thy wrath we tempted, and Thy law forgot!
Around us pressed a throng of frenzied foes;

And near us swept rough hatred’s furious wave ;
To Thee, O God! our wail of anguish rose,

And Thou wert near—to succour and to save!
Jacob was spared, though tempests round him rolled—
Spared by Thy promise, sworn in days of old.

* * * *

Yet now, O Lord, extend Thy tender grace
To all Thy children spread o’er land and main ;
Unite the remnants of Thy scattered race,
And build Thy House, Thy sacred House again !
Send forth the branch of David’s royal line ;
Yes—bid Messiah’s hand Thy banner raise !
Once more on Zion, cause Thy light to shine,
Restore the glories of our happier days!
Fulfil Thy promise of the days of yore,
Jacob shall be redeemed — redeemed once more.
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G0D MANIFEST IN THE TFLESH.

By Dr, THoMAS’ DAUGHTER.

MaxNy reflections, by inference and
insinuation, have been cast upon the
doctrines we hold concerning the
subject of the manifestation of the
One Eternal God in human nature.
These reflections have resulted from
wrong impressions taken up, which
have been allowed to grow into firm
convictions on the part of those who
cast them upon us, and those who
have received them.

“The manifestation of the One
Invisible Eternal God in human na-
ture,” has always been one of the
fundamental elements of the gospel,
as we have learned it according to
the apostle Paul. “Divine unity, in
plural manifestation,” has been proved
the one grand basis of the ¢ things
concerning the name of Jesus Christ,”
the teaching concerning which has
been so potent, in our enlightenment,
in regard to the foundation corner
stone of that glorious and fearful
name, “ YAHWEH EroHiM.”

Without considering all the “strifes
about words,” which have ‘“‘darkened
conusel,”” we come to the “subject
itself,” as expressed in the well-known
little pamphlet, entitled Phanerosis,
which will probably express our views
better than we can. There, we find,
the teachings of Moses and Paul
brought into harmonious relations and
agreement. On page 13 we select the
following : “ Paul, as well as Moses,
declares, ‘there is no other God but
One,” and having so said, proceeds to
remark, ¢ For though there be that are
called gods, whether in the heaven or
upon the earth (as there are gods
many and lords many); but fo us

there is One God the TFather, out of
whom all things, and we for Him ;
and One Lord Jesus Anointed, on
account of whom all things and we
through him. Howbeit the knowledge
is not in all’—(1 Cor. viii. 4-7.)
Here, then, we have good authority
for saying that in the universe there
are many gods and many lords ; but
that over and above them all is ONE
SurREME, who is styled the Blessed
and Only Sovereign; King of kings,
and Lord of lords; the only one
having deathlessness, ‘inhabiting light
unapproachable, whom no man hath
seen, nor can see’—(1 Tim. vi, 15.)
He is God of gods, whose existence
He Himself admits in saying to
Israel, ‘I am Jehovab, thy Elokim.

There shall not be to thee
other Elokim above me.” Thus far
Moses and Paul are in agreement.
They both teach one supreme Deity,
and the existence of others beside ;
but that these others are not to be
made objects of worship by dwellers
upon the earth. Now, Jesus of
Nazareth is perfectly Mosaic in his
teaching upon this subject. When a
certain Scribe asked him, ¢which is
the chief commandment of all?”’ he
answered in the words of Moses, so
often referred to by the Jews of our
day, when disputing the claims of
Jesus, ‘The first of all the command-
ments,” said he, ‘is Hear, O Israel,
YAewel our ELoHIM, is ONE YAHWEH.
And thou shalt love Yahwek thine
Elohim with all thy leart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength : this is the
first commandment. And the second



The Christadephian.] GOD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH, 65
is like as, ‘Thou shalt love thy | the TFather Spirit is substantial.

neighbour as thyself. There is none
other commandment greater than
these.) *Well, teacher, said the
Scribe, ¢ Thou hast said the truth : ror
THERE Is ONE DseIry; and there is
no other but of Him.'—(Mark xii. 29-
34) Now Jesus was one, and the
Father was another. ‘I can of mine
own self, said he, ‘do nothing.” ‘My
doctrine is not mine, but His that sent
me ;' and it is written in the law of
Moses that the testimony of two men
is credible. ‘I am one that bear
witzess of myself, and the Father
who sent me (the other witness). He
beareth witness of me.”)—(Jno. v. 30;
vii. 16 ; viii. 17-18.) Here, then, are
TWO PERSONAGES. In the days of the
patriarchs and prophets, the typical
altar was temporarily sanctified ; but
in the days of the apostles, and
consequently now also, Jesus is the
sanctifier, as Paul teaches in Heb. ii.
11, saying that ¢‘Both he that
sanctifieth, and they being sanctified,
are all out of one’ (Father); and in
chap. xiii. 10-13, he plainly identifies
Jesus as the sanctifying altar, of
which none have any right to eat who,
while holding on to the types, reject
the things they shadow forth.—
(Page 15.) TrE GERM OF THE NEW
Max 1s THE IDEAS OF Gob. Jesus
saith, ¢ My words are spirit, and they
are life’ John saith, ‘THE WoORD
waSs MADE FLESH AND DWELT AMONG
vs It is the Father Spirit whom
Paul refers to in 1 Tim. vi. 16, whom
no man hath seen in His unveiled
splendour. Veiled in flesh, ‘the veil
of the covering”—(Exod. xxxv. 12.)
He that discerned him who spoke to
Philip, ‘saw the Father.'—(John xiv.

Speaking of the unveiled Father
Spirit, Paul says, in Heb. i. 2, 3, that
the Sen is the character of his hypos-
tast‘S-—-X(‘lPlllC'T?]/) T’I]S‘ {JWOGT[IUGLUS’ avToy
—rendered, in the common version,
‘express image of his person.’ The
Son, then, is the character, or exact
representation, and the TFather is the
hypostasis. In reference to the
former, the Father says, in Zech. iii. 9,
¢ Upon one stone shall be seven eyes :
behold I will engrave the graving
thereof (that is, of the stone), saith
He who Shall Be’ The graving
engraved on the stone is termed, in
Greek character, an impress wrought
into a substance after some archetype,
or pattern. This archetype is the
hypostasis, so that hypostasis is the
basis or foundation of character.
Wherefore, the same apostle in Col. i.
15, styles the character engraved, the
image of Theos the Invisible. Seth
was the image of Adam, and Adam
the image of Elhim.—(Gen. i. 26;
v. 3.) Like Seth, Jesus was an image

of Adam, but only in the flesh. Adam
the First was image of Elohkim,

and this was in relation to bodily
form. Body and form were the
hypostasis of Adam and Seth—that is,
they were the basis or foundation of
the images so namcd. Where body
and form do not exist, there can be no
image; therefore, where image is
predicated of hypostusis, that hypos-
tasis must have both body and form.
The Father Spirit unveiled is then a
bodily formn, and as all things are out
of Him, He is the focal centre of the
universe, from which irradiates what-
ever exists.”—(Pages 18,19.)

The Seriptures furnish and abuut

9 xii.45.) But, veiled or unveiled, | testimony concerning the elementary



The Christadelphian,

66 SUNDAY MORNING, ETC, Feb 1, 1879.

principles, both in regard to oneness
and the form of Deity. ¢ He that
planted the ear, shall he not hear ? He
that formed the eye, shall he not
see?” The eyes of the Lord are upon
the righteous, and His ears are open
unto their cry.”—(Ps. xxxiv.) They
also tell us about the place of His
habitation, the glorious attributes of
His character, and the immensity of
His power. They tell us also, con-
cerning the elements of that “great
mystery,” “God manifest in the
flesh,”” in terms plain, precise, and
clear. They tell us of the Spirit, and
also of the flesh, the laiter being
“ compassed with infirmity,” suffering
and affliction.

However innocent one may be of
any actual transgression, the conse-
quences of sin, by hereditary trans-
mission, are resting upon him. There-
fore, we sce infants die, and adult
persons, who have never sinned “ after
the similitude of Adam’s transgres-
sion,” pass a life of bodily suffering
from diseases, transmitted from their
forefathers, until death comes to their
release. Mental maladies, also, fre-
quently descend from one generation
to another; and, wherever we may
cast our eye, we are met with the
stern reality that the whole race lieth

under the bondage of sin and death,
whatever may be the grade, degree,
or station to which certain indi-
viduals of the race may have at-
tained. And we arc made to realise
that “none can, by any means, redeem
his brother, nor give to God a ransom
for him.’—(Ps. xlix. 4.) But, thanks
be to His holy name, “He has laid
help upon one who is mighty,” and
“exalted one chosen out of the
people.”  This exaltation, we are
informed, was the result of the opera-
tion of His Holy Spirit upon flesh and
blood. We also learn from the record
that this operation of the Holy Spirit
was not all concentrated in one point
of time, but appeared at different
periods in the life of Christ. The
exaltation, being a work of time,
developed in the course of over thirty-
three and a half years. The exalta-
tion proceeded, side by side, with great
suffering and affliction; and the
higher the exaltation of tiie inner life,
the more intense became the suffering
of the flesh, until finally rescued from
the power of all suffering by further
operation of the Spirit and power from
above, in being begotten again from
the grave, to realise the full power of
the Spirit's birth.

SUNDAY MORNING AT THE BIRMINGHAM CHRISTADELPHIAN
ECCLESIA, No. 104.

C“Exhort

one another

datly.”’ —Pavu.

It is our undoubted privilege to be of the
number of those who know and Dbelieve
the truth. The value of this privilege

Lord, returned to the earth, shall proceed
to the great and iuteresting work of
making a selection from among such as

will principally be manifest when the | have known his name for the everlasting
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and blessed association of the ages to
come. But its value is a watter of
experience, even now., Who that has
apprehended, and accepted, and made
daily companionship with ¢ the glorious
gospel of the blessed God,” dogs not feel
that * godliness is profitable even for the
life that now is?” It may not be
profitable as regards eligibility for
‘ gelting on’’ among men; but, as regards
those mental conditions that make life
desirable—as regards peace, catisfaction,
hope, rational aim, friendship and purify-
ing purpose—its profitableness is beyond
question, when it finds congenial soil.
fspecially at such a time as the
present, do we experience the truth of
this. The clouds of tribulation are
gathering thick over the world, and men
are everywhere wistfully scanning the
still-threatening heavens.  Such as know
not the truth- are liable to be heavy.
hearted at the aspect of things around
them, A contrary effect is experienced
by those who have been taught to look at
things as God sees them. They lift up
their heads with a hopeful expectancy,
where the hearts of men in general fail
them from fear. The increasing dark-
ness is increasing comfort to those who
are able to recognise it as the character-
istic indication of the approach of the
hour of judginent upon the Gentiles, and
the manifestation of the glory of God to
all the nations of the earth for their
chastisement and blessing in Abraham.
How comes it that we are in this
privileged position ?¥—we, who by nature
and historic extraction, are without an
inheritance of hope? We learn the
answer in the parable of the supper.—
(Luke xiv. 17.) The guests first invited—
the wen and women of the Israelitish
nation—declined the proffered favour on
various excuses. The master of the
house, being angry. sent his servants into
the streets aud lanes of their polity to
bring in the poor and maimed, the halt
and the blind. The result was a partial

filling of the tables; hut the servants’
report was, ‘ Lord, it is done as Thou
hast commanded, and yet there is room.”
The master of the house answered, * Go
out into the highways and hedges, and
compel them to come in, that my house
may be filled.,” In obedience to this
command, the servants went forth to call
the Gentiles to the kingdom first offered
to the Jews and accepted by only a few
of them. Paul, one of those servants,
said to the originally-invited guests: * Be
it known unto you, that the salvation of
God is sent to the Gentiles, and that they
will hear it.”’—{Acts xxviii. 28.) Jesus,
in prospect of the result, said: “ Many
shall come from the east and west, and
shall sit down with Abraham and Isaac
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven;
but the children of the kingdom (the
Jews, belonging to the kingdom by
natural descent) shall be cast out into
outer darkness, where shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth” A Roman cen-
turion’s faith was the occasion of this
allasion to the destined presence in the
kingdom of God ot many native-born
Gentiles. e refers to them in the words:
“ Other sheep I have which are not of
this fold—not of Isracl after the flesh—
them, also, I must bring, and there shall
be one fold and one shepherd.”’—(Jno. x.
16.) He prays for them also: | pray
not for these (the twelve) alone, but for
them also that shall believe on me through
their word.” — (xvii. 20.)

It is comforting thus to know that the
Father’s work in Christ extends to the
Gentiles. Israel meanwhile and for a
long season are ** blinded till the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in.’’—(Romans
xi. 25.) ‘They are given over to perversity
because they knew not the time of
their visitation. When the number of
the called among the Gentiles is complete,
God will return in favour to the people
whom only He has known of all the
families of the earth.”—(Awmos iii. 2)
That will be a glorions event for the
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world. Through their fall, salvation | follow this cue in a more satisfactory

came to the Gentiles. What good may
not be expected from their rising again?
So Paul enquires : “ If the casting away
of them be the reconciling of the
(Gentile) world, what shall the receiving

—(Romans xi. 15.)

But we have not yet reached that |

glorious issue. [Events are trembling on
the verge of it, but the morning as yet
lingers ou the wmountains, While we
wait the vision, as commanded, though it
tarry (Ilabbakkuk ii. 3), let us make
profitable use of the delay. Let us
consider the terms of our standing. f.et
us look again at the conditions of our
call to inheritance amongst the fathers, for
there is nothing more conspicuous in the
apostolic expositions of the matter than
this one feature, that our ultimate
acceptance turns stringently upon an
“if >—yea, many “ifs.”” Whether it be
Peter, James, John, Paul or Jude, the
doctrine is uniformly that believers will
only be chosen if they walk in the
present evil world so as to please God.
—(2 Peter i. 8; Jamesi. 22-27; } John
iii, 7, 20; Galatians vi, 8; Jude iii. 5.)
Jesus, also, as you koow, constantly
affirmed the same thing in various ways
of which Matthew vii. 24.27, may be
taken as a typical example.

Let us look for guidance in the direc-
tion where it is to be found. It is not
fashionable to seek example on a question
of this kind in the history of Israel. Yet
this is where the apostles direct us to find
it, and io truth it is where almost alone
it is to be found. Paul enumerates
incidents in that history and says: “ These
things happened unto them for examples,
and they are written for our admoniiion.”
—(1Cor. x. 11.) He refers the Hebrews
specifically to the failure of the whole
generation that came out of Egypt under
Moses and makes this application of it:
¢ Let us therefore fear.” Jude refers to
the same wmatter (verse 5). We cannot

maunner than Ly taking the line of argu-
ment employed in Romans xi. It is the
move satisfactory because it contains a
direct application of the priuciples

| involved in the rejection of Israel and
of them be but life from the dead? ” !

the call of the Gentiles.

“ I speak to you Gentiles,” says Paunl,
“inasmuch as I am the apostle of the
Gentiles.” What has he to say as the
apostle of the Gentiles? 1oes he say,
¢ As the apostle of the Gentiles, I preach
the divine brotherhood of all Gemiles
everywhere and the fatherhood of God
to alimen.”” Does he say, “ Ye Gentiles
are as much the heirs of promise as the
Jews and more so, because the Jews have
rejected their birthright ?”*  Does he say,
| congratulate you, ye Gentiles, on the
proud position of privilege and security
to which you have attained and in which
you are established and exalted? I
rejoice with you in the security of your
calling and election? I call you to
witness the great reversal in the provi-
dence of God by which ye have become
the chosen of God, and the seed of Israel;
your humble suppliants to eat of the
crumbs that fall from your table?”
Nay, nay; such is not the tenour of
Paul’s deliverances as the apostle of the
Gentiles. They run in a contrary vein
altogether, and we do well to mark the
fact. He says, “If some of the branches
be broken off and thou, deing a wild olive
tree, were GRAFTED IN AMOXNG THEM and
with them, partakest of the root and
fatress of the olive tree, boast not against
the branches. But if thon boast, thou
bearest not the root BUT THE ROOT THEE.
Thou wilt say then, ¢ The branches were
broken off that I might be grafted in.
Well; because of unbelief, they were
broken off, and thou standest by faith.
Be not high-minded Bur Fear. For if
God spared not tbe natural brauches,
take heed lest He spare not thee. . . .
continue in His goodness, otherwise,
THOU ALSO BHALT BE CUT oFF.'—(Rom.
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xi, 17-22.) From this it follows, that we
are not in a scriptoral or acceptable
attitude before God unless we recoguise
that we Gentile helievers of the gospel
have only become conditional fellow-heirs
with the approved in Israel, and that
apart from a deeply humble and eager
observance of the conditions, we -have
no hope at all. The observance of those
conditions is called * continning in His
goodness,” because the bestowal of the
goodness is predicated upon our con-
tinuance in the conditions or in the
rendering of that which he requires. It
was because Israel had long ceased to
render that which He required, that they
were cut off.

What was it that He required of them ?
Moses told them plainly: ** What doth the
Lord thy God require of thee but to fear
the Lord thy God, to walk in all His ways,
and to love Him, and to serve the Lord
thy God with all thy heart and with all
thy soul? 7 —{Deut. x, 12.) As a nation,
they failed to render this thorough and

continnal service, They did that against !
which Moses warned them when he told |

them to beware, when they should have
attained to great wealth and plenty in
the land to which God was taking them:
“ Beware, lest thou forget the Lord who
brought thee forth out of the land of
Egypt”’—(Deut. vi 10-12 ) This is just
what they did: they forgot God, and they
did so because they neglected the pre-
caution which Moses enjoincd apon them
at the very same time. as the means of
preventing forgetfuluess, viz.: ©These
words which I command thee this day
shall be in thine heart. And thou shalt
teach them diligently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest
in thine house, and when thou walkest
by the way. and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up.”"—(Verses 6, 7.)
Neglecting that of which the equivalent,
in our day, is the daily reading of the
word, they lost all interest in the exercises
and institutions related to the service of

God—an interest which can only exist
where there is a lively recognition and a
living iuterest in God, who requires them,
They said : “ Behold, what a weariness is
it, and snuffed at it.”—(Mal. i. 13.)
Their state of mind led them to exclaim,
¢ When will the new moon be gone, that
we may sell corn? and the Sabbath, that
we may sell wheat?”’—(Amos viii. 5 )
They did observe the new moon: they
did keep the Sabbath, in a way ; but they
had more interest in temporalities ; and
what they did, in the way of religious
observance, was out of mere conformity to
the custom around them. It was not
done intelligently and lovingly to God.
Thus God says to them, by Zechariah:
“ When ye fasted and mourned in the
fifth and seventh month, even thoseseventy
years (in Babylon) did ye at all fast unto
Me, even to Me? And when ye did eat,
and when ye did drink, did ye not eat for
yourselves and drink for yourselves ? ”—
(Zech. vii. 6.) If they took part in the
work of the Temple, it was for gain,
* Who is there, even, among you that
would shut the doors for nought ? Neither
do ye kindle a fire on mine altar for
nought. ] have no pleasure in you, saith
the Lord of llosts, neither will I accept
an offering at your hands.”’—(Mal. i 10.)

Tt will strike every one of a reflecting
mind at all, that there is a wonderful
resemblance to this sketch of Israel's
coudition, in the state of things around
us We have a State Church system—a
nation professedly subject to God—going
through, from time to time, a variety
of ceremonies and exercises, nominally
constituting a divine service, under the
leadership of & hierarchy set apart for the
business; but wheve are those things that
God required of lsrael, and which He
requires not less, but more, at the hands
of Gentiles who may draw near to Him in
the adoption offered through Christ, the
seed of Abraham? Where is tbe lively
recognition of God?  Where is the
unaffected love of His name, “with all the
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heart and all the soul ? 7 Where are the
people given to speak of the things of God
when they sit in the house and walk by
the way—whose delight is in the law of
the T.ord, and in Ilis law who meditates
day and night? Where are those who
are more interested in the testimonies and
the institutions of the Creator than in the
buying and selling, and eating and drink-
ing, and honouring and pleasuring of this
animal condition of existence? Where
ate those who. even if in an ignorant
way, render sincerely to God the acts
of their devotion ?  Where are the men
who open the doors of the truth and
kindle its altar-fire without fee or reward.
taking upou themselves the burden and
the cost, the respounsibility and the cross
divinely associated, in this age of proba-
tion, with the service ot the Father?

They are not to be found as a class,
There may be individuals, scattered here
and there who have aspirations and
endeavours after a sincere service, even
bat
even they are checked and repressed,
and in most cases extinguished by the
nniversal apathy, formalism, and man-
seeking. They do not exist as a feature
of the systemn. Stagnation and death
are the order of the day. The fact is
visible to all who have had their eyes
sharpened by the Scriptures to discern
the word as it appears in the light of
the divine standard. It is not to be ex-
pected that any other stafe of things
should be discoverable in the world which
has been from the begiuning the enemy
of God; least of all, at such a time as
this, “the harvest (of earth's
wickedness) is fully ripe” for the
Avenger's sickle. Yet it is well to re-
fresh and renew our perceptions on the
subject, that we may not be influenced
to our destruction by the counsel of the
wicked which surrounds us on every
side. We cannot expect to find the
characteristics of godliness in a society
which is based upon “the lust of the

if “not according to knowledge,”

when

flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride
of life:" let ug, at all events, estimate
the state of society at its true character,
and not be corrupted by false views into
a fatal assimilation to it. lLet us not be
of those who call good evil and evil good,
the darkness light. and lizht, darkness.

Let the house of God, at all events, be a

temple of holiness. Let brethren and
sisters—saints ot God-at all events,
keep themselves uuspotted  from  the

world. Let them deny ungodliness and
worldly lusts at ail events, and live
soberly and righteously and godly in the
present world, hoping and praying to he
delivered from it, and only scjourning in
it meanwhile as strangers and pilgrims,
in patience, as part of their required
probation.

Well may it be so; for what do we
WLy, that
that ¢ the
Conciliate the
world as you may ; secure its favour in its

see when we face the facts?
what John tells
world passeth away.”

us is true

best forin; realise, in the most successful
manner, its objects and its aiwms, its
honours and its comforts, its fricndships
and its fame—yea, - all the kingdewm of
the world and the glory of them ”"—to
what does it all come? The collapse of
the prismatic-hued soap bubble in the
hands of an admiring child, is not mmove
complete than  that
friend of the world when he is stretched
on his back—six feet of cold clay. His
glory shall not hin.
¢ Though, while he lived, Le blessed his
soul (and men will praise thee when thou
doest well to thyself), ke shall go to
the gencrations of his fatliers. He will
never see light. Man that is in honour
and understandeth not, s like the beasts
that perish.”

’

which befalls the

descend  after

“He shall fly away as a
dream, and shall not be found; yea, he
shall be chased away as a vision of the
night.  And who shall tell the borrors
of the judgment process by which, where
responsible, he is chased away? While
he lives in this time of liberty, he arro-
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gantly appropriates and rejoices in the
good that comes to his hand. [le does
not understand that God sends rain and
discriwination for =«
purpose. that God
“defers lis avger for His name’s sake”
(Is. xlviii. 9), because He has a purpose
which requires the toleration of the
wicked for a season, that [lis people may
be developed and prepared, and the
earth’s inheritance brought to fitness for
He has not marked

without
He does not know

sunshine

their possession.
the voice of wisdom, which warns him by
Solomon that, where responsible, as
every oue is who “ knows the right and
vet the wrong pursues,” “God shall
bring every work into judgment with
every seciet thing, whether it be good or
whether it be evil,”” namely, wher ¢ the
Lord cometh with ten thousand of saints
to execute judgment upon all, and to
convince all that are ungodly among
them of all their ungodly deeds which
they have ungodly committed.” —(Jude
14.) They wmay comfort
in their generation, with the idea that they
may sonatch from God, so to spenk, a
lifetime of lawless enjoyinent, and then
oblivioun,

themsclves,

escape, sated, into a sweet
They will bewail their iufutuation when
they find themselves

experience the truth of whut Puul tells us,

alive again, lo

|

that “it is a fearful thing to fall into the
bands of the living God:” that God is
not mocked: and that tribuiation, wrath
and avgnish, await every soul of man that
doeth cvil, in the day when God judges
the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.”—
(Heb. x. 31: Gal. vi, 8; Rowm. ii. 9, 16.)
The end of these things is death; but
the passage to death, through the terrors
of the judyment period when the wrath
of God will be poured out, without mixture
or measure, will be an experience which
the mnost adamantine of wen will feel to
be a terrible price to have paid for the
fleeting and very uncertain pleasures of
negligence and indiffereace to God in the
day ot liberty and opportunity.

The day that witnesses these manifested
“terrors of the Lord "’ will bring “ glory,
honour and peace’ to every one who
has patiently rendered to God what e
regnires at his hand. Have we rot,
theretore, every incentive to choose the
things in which Jehovah delight<, and to
continue steadfast therein as long as He
may appoist for ns a continnance in the
prescut evil state - Every wise man will
say and will show his wisdom
by acting in accordauce with his excellent

Awnen,

underst.nding.
Epiton.

JOB AND HIS FRIENDS.

A MLETRICAL NARRATIVE.

{ Continued from page 22.)

BILDAD THE SHUHITE.
How long wilt thou invective use ?

And sounding words in rage effuse ?
Why are we reckon’d in thy sight

As beasts and vile ? and thus requite
Our faithful sympathetlic ruth ?

Though candour bids us speak the truth.
See ! how he tears himself in rago.

And doth recondite things presage,

Shall all the earth forsakeu be,

And rocks moved from their place for thee ?
Shall that which is unjust be done ?
Doth God forsake the righteous one ?
I tell thee no! This truth is fixed—
The wicked man shall be perplex'd.
Snares are prepared to trap his fect
In paths where he pursues deceit,
And dangers, threat’'ning everywhere
Shall yet elude his shrewdest care,
Vile robbers shall reduce his store,
For rest he shall in vain implore.
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The king of terrors shall, at length,
Arrest him and devour his strength.
His lamp extinguish’d, and his name,
Nor son, nor nephew ever claim.

He into darkness shall be chased,
And his remembrance be erased.
From heaven and earth! A howling waste,
His former place; those of his day
Shall in astonishment survey

His loss, and all the thoughtless take
A warning for their safety’s sake.

All this the end and final place

For the unclean, rejected race,

No hope for them that ever trod

The earth, and honour’d not its God!

JOB.

How long will ye my soul annoy ?
Ang, rashly, bitter speech employ ?
Why these ten times reproaches throw
Onme? Artnotashamed to show
Such cruelty ? If Ihave erred

It is against myself preferred!

Tf ye yourselves will magnify

Against me with comparing eye:
Know this, though God hath me o’erthrown,
(With whom the cause and end alone
1s gealed) and when my frantic cry

Is raised, He judgment doth deny,
And fence my way on ev'ry side,

And doth my paths in darkness hide,
Yea, I am gone, for like a tree,

My hope ile hath removed from me,
He stript the glory from my head,
Against me all His armies led;

My brethren are estranged, and they
That are my kinsfolk turn’d away,
Familiar friends that once were kind,
Have needed friendship now declined ;
My servants and dependents all

Are deaf to my entreating call ;

My wife, disgusted, weeps apart,

And evry former loving heart

Is changed to me; my broken skin
Cleaves to my fleshless bones within,
My strength, my spirit all are gone,
Neglected, tortured and alone,

I lie in filth and fell disease,

Nor groans, nor prayers, nor fears appease
The wrath Ile now upon me pours,
Nor can I know why He abhors

And brings me to the verge of death—
Witha!! hear ye my grounded faith!

I know that my Redeemer lives!

And He the gracious surety gives,
That He shall stand upon the earth

In latter-day! A second birth

To give, and bid her disentomb

1is people from her op’ning womb t
And though the worm may swift eonsume
My skin aud flesh, 11y bones decay

Till every vestige pass away ;

Yet He shall death at last deprive

Of power, and by His own revive

My sound again! And mine own eyes
Shall then behold, with glad surprise,
My Saviour from an endless night.
To bask in His immortal light !

Have pity now, like friends, and cease
Your persecution, nor increase
Affliction, which the Lord doth lay
Upon me, for He will repay
Injustice on His judgment day.

ZOPHAR THE NAAMATHITE.

My thoughts constrain me to reply

To thee, for thou dost vilify

Qur speech, and therefore I make haste
To answer, though to my distaste,

For truth and wisdom must arige
Above all vain and frenzied cries.

Know this, that since the world began,
The triumph of a wicked man

Is short, and all the transient joys

Of hypocrites an hour destroys.

Yea, though his ex’'llency arise

In grandeur to the tow’ring skies,
From his proud height he shall be flung
To perish like his own vile dung!

They that have known him shall enguire
Concerning him, but their desire

Shall be refused. In swift decay

He like a dream shsall fly away.

For why? Because he rolls his sin
Beneath his tongue, and glories in

His wicked way. The taste is sweet

Of the misdeeds he doth repeat.

Yet in his bowels a poison shall
Ferment, and taint his blood and gall,
And his amass’d unhallow’d gain,
Detested, prove a fatal bane.

Because the poor he hath oppress’d,
Angd help withheld from the distress'd.
The fraud and violence he hath wrought
Shall plague the house he never bought.
His hopes shall rudely to the ground
Be dashed, and all his wrath rebound
Upon himself; and foes in chase
Demolish every hiding place.

No coverts shall his deeds conceal.

The very heavens shall reveal

His secrets, and the earth arise
Against him to unveil his lies,

And fire, unblown, at last prevail,

Ang his dishonour’d lineage fail.

This is the portion and the ban

From God unto the godless man.

JOB.

Pray hearken, and when I am done
With speaking ye may bircu moeck oo,






