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He (Jesus) thatsanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are allof one (Father):
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.’ —(Heb. ii. 11.)

“ For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestationof THE
soNs oF Gop.”—(Rom. viii. 19.)

No. 163. JANUARY, 1878. Vol. XV,

THE ADVENT OF CHRIST AND THE DELIVERANCE OF JERUSALEM.

By Dr. THoMAS.

“Tug Majesty of Jehovah, our Llohim, returns to the Mount of Olives (Acts i.
11) before, but not at the commencement of, the millennium, or
peaceful reign of a thousand years. He comes at the end of the times of the
Gentiles., Thus, ‘ Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.—(Luke xxi. 24.)  The advent of His
Majesty, the King of the Jews, is concurrent with the deliverance of Jerusalem,
the capital of his kingdom, from the power of the Gentiles. When delivered,
the city is redeemed; and its rejoicing citizens rend the air with shouts of
welcomne, saying: ¢Blessed be he that cometh in the name of Jehovah!’
Hence, the deliverance of Jerusalem, the appearance of the Messiah therein,
and the fulfilment of the times of the Gentiles, are events happening at one
and the same cpoch. Therefore, it was that Jesus said: ‘O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, that killest the prophets and stonest them that are sent unto thee,
how often would I have gathered thy children together . . . but
ve would not. Behold, your house is left to you desolate.  For I say unto you,
Ye shall not see me from this time until ye shall say, ¢ Blessed be he that comes
in the name of Lord.’—(Matt. xxiv. 37.)

At the advent of His Majesty, then, there will be people in the city to bid
him a blessed welcome. They may number a few thousands; but, be they
many or few, they will be only a remnant of the Jewish population residing in
Jerusalem and the Iloly Land previous to their invasion and capture by the
Little Horn of the Goat, or the armics of the dominion represented by
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the Latter-day Image shown to
Nebuchadnezzar in his dream. That
remnant is defined to be ¢the third
part brought through the fire, and
refined.'— (Zechariah xiii. 9.) This
third part is that remmnant which
opens the everlasting gates, that the
King of Glory, the I spALL BE Lord
of Armies, and mighty in battle, may
enter in, and commence his reign on
the hill of Jehovaly, Mount Zion, his
holy place.—(Psalm xxiv. 3-10.)

At this ecrisis, the kingdom, or
dominion of the King of the Jews
and his associates, does not extend
over more than this ¢ third part, so
that it is of necessity, in its beginning,
the smallest of all contemporary
kingdoms. It may, then, with pro-
priety be styled the Little Kingdom
of Jerusalemn, hardly of Judea.

In this its diminutive beginning, it
is scripturally represented by a ¢ stone,’
“a grain of mustard seed, which is
the least of all sceds,’ ‘leaven hid in
three measures of meal,” and so forth;
but when it attains its utmost
amplitude, it is represented by ‘a
mountain filling the whole earth,’ ‘a
tree, the greatest among herbs,” and as
having ‘leavened the whole of the
threc measures of meal,’ or the three
thirds of the Roman habitable—the
prefectures into which it was divided.

From the little mustard-seed be-
ginning until it becomes the greatest
of herbs, is the growing time of the
kingdom. The growing time is
occupied in bringing back the tribes

of Israel to the Holy Land. The
millennium does not commence till
they are settled there ‘after their old
estates.” Like Pharaoh in ancient
times, the nations will be opposed to
their return so long as they have the
power to prevent it. The North will
not ‘give up,” and the South will
‘keep back,” until the power of the
North and South be broken ‘as a
potter’s vessel.” The Jews, in their
dispersion, will be the ‘weapons of
war,’ in the Lord’s hand, for the sub-
jugation of the North and South.
‘When these are subdued, the Gentiles
will promote their return with all
possible facilities—* The ships of Tar-
shish (Britain) first, to bring thy
sons, O Zion, from far, their silver and
gold with them.” ‘And the Gentiles
shall bring all thy brethren, O Judah,
an offering unto Jehovah out of all
nations, upon horses, and in chariots,
and in coaches, and upon mules, and
upon swift beasts, to my Holy Moun-
tain, Jerusalem—to the place of the
name of Jehovah of Armies,the Mount
Zion.’—(Isaiah Ixvi. 20 ; xviii. 7; xIi.
15, 16; Jer. 1i. 20).

The resident subjects of the king-
dom, then, while the tribes are in ‘ the
Wilderness of the Peoples,” are com-
prehended in the fthird part;’ the
non-resident subjects will be found in
the military encampments of Israel in
the several countries where they will
be campaigning in the service of their
King against the peoples.—Herald

1856./1. o/

THE TAITH OF THE PENTECOSTIAN 3,000 NEITHER #ORITHODOX”
NOR « HETERODOX.”

1—The day of Pentecost was the
fiftieth day after the Passover, or day
of the Crucifixion—the day of waving
sin and peace offerings with bread of
the first fruits of the tenth deals for
Ju)dah and Benjamin.—(Lev. xxiii. 15-
21).

2.—There were dwelling on that day
at Jerusalem, Jews who were devout

men, who had come up to that city
out of every nation under heaven, to
keep the feasts of Passover and Pente-
cost.—(Acts ii. 5).

3.—DPeter preached to them from the
prophets, and, by the Spirit, announced
to these devout Jews, that whosoever
called on the name of Jehovah should
be saved.—(Verse 21).
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4,—These devout Jews were person-
allyacquainted with Jesus of Nazareth,
and witnesses of the miracles, wonders
and signs which God did by him; and
as his preaching accompanied his
wonder-working, they were familiar
with his proclamation, which was the
gospel of the kingdom of God.—(Verse
22; Matt. iv. 24; xi. 35).

Ergo.—The Spirit's
audience of devout Jews were all
acquainted with the gospel of the
kingdom preached by Jesus himself
before its constituents were commanded
to be baptized.

InrERENCE.—That the knowledge of
the gospel of the kingdom was a
necessary and specific qualification for
salvation, through the name of Jehovah ;
which could only be put on by the
baptism of believers into that name.

5.—These devout Jews were charged
with putting Jesus to death by the
hands of the wicked—(verse 25);
they were, therefore, parties to the
transaction narrated in the four
testimonies, and joined their voices
with the multitude, in response to the
words of Pilate, ¢ Behold your king!’
saying, ‘Wehave no king but Ceesar
thus repudiating the claim of Jesus to
the crown of his father, David.

6.—The Holy Spirit, through Peter,
joined issue with them wupon this
point, and showed that David had
predicted his Son's resurrection in
Psalm xvi.; and that David foresaw
that this resurrection was for the
purpose of placing him on his throne
at some future period not mentioned
there ; so that, not Cicsar, but David’s
Son and Lord, Jesus of Nazareth, was
the rightful ‘King of the Jews.’—
(verse 30.) Such was the Spirit’s
Pentecostian testimnony for Jesus.

7.— The shedding forth of the Spirit
was evidence that God had raised
Jesus from the dead, and exalted Him
to His right hand provisionally—
‘until’ the time came to place Him
on David’s throne, by putting Cesar
and all other foes under his feet—
(verse 35.) He is therefore now
Lord and Christ, or Anointed King
of the Jews, waiting for His kingdoin.
—(verse 36.)

Pentecostian

8.—From the foregoing irrefutable
demises, it is evident that the devout
Pentecostians believed the gospel of
the kingdom preached by Jesus, and
admitted His claim to David’s throne ;
in believing this upon the Spirit's
testimony, they also believed that God
had raised Him from the dead, and
exalted Him to his right hand, and
that consequently he was alive for
evermore. This belief convicted
them of sin, in preferring Caesar, and
in crucifying the King whom God
had provided in the house of David,
‘to be ruler in Israel.’—(Mic. vi. 2.)
They were, therefore, *pricked in
the heart, not knowing what to do
for ‘sin and peace offerings’ before
Jehovah.—(See No. 1 of this article,
and Acts ii. 37.)

9.—The answer the apostle gave by
the Spirit” to their inquiry did not
define what they should believe ; but
what they should do for the waving
of sin, and the obtaining of peace
before dJehovah. They already be-
lieved the things concerning the
kingdom of God, and the name of
Jesus Christ ;' all that remained was,
to tell such devout believers what
they should do for salvation from sin
by the name of Jehovah—in other
words, by what action that name
might be called upon or invoked.

10.—These devout believers of the
gospel of the kingdom, convinced of
sin by the Spirit, were commanded
by the same Spirit to ‘repent in the
name of Jesus,’ and to ¢ be baptised
in the name of Jesus” The re-
pentance prescribed was ‘in the
name,” not only of, or before being
in, the name. The repentance was
not, therefore, ‘sorrow for sin,’ or a
‘pre-requisite for Dbaptism,” but an
Abrahamic disposition, resulting from
beliet of the promises made to
Abraham, counted for righteousness
in putting on the name of his seed.

11.—There is nothing parallel to the
faith and practice of these Pente-
costians among the ‘orthodox’ or
‘heterodox’ denominations of Christ-
endom.” The approved among the
Pentecostians * continued steadfast’
in the truth which formed the basis
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of their immersion. They did not
shift about with e¢very wind of
doctrine, like our contemporaries, but
made an enlightened and Abrahamie,
baptismnal, outset; and with the

father of the faithful, went on to
perfection, his faith being made
perfect by his works."—(verse 42;
James ii. 22.)—Dr. Thomas. '~

MODERN PIETY AND GOSPEL REQUIREMENTS.

“Tug treating the strict requirements
of the gospel with looseness is the
crying sin of the piety of this age of
gospel profession. By ‘the require-
ments of the gospel’ are meant the
requirements of the Lord Jesus
and his apostles in their teaching.
He required that for men to be recog-
nised as his disciples, they should be-
licve the word or gospel le preached
in Judea, and that such believers
should be baptised. This require-
ment, however, is almost universally
disregarded. It is too sectarian and
intolerant for the generality, whese
¢ Christian  charity and liberality’
rejoices in unbounded toleration of
“opinions” for all who do not call in
question their Christianity ; that is,
the scripturality of what they teach
as gospel and the obedience it re-
quires. With all their ‘liberality’
they have no tolerance for such an
‘opinion’ as this. It is ‘exclu-
sive,” ‘unchristian,” and ‘Ishmael-
itish.” To try their foundation by a
logical application of the Word is to
become ‘greater than our father
Abraham or the apostles,” and to set
up for a Pope, or a manufacturer of
iron bedsteads!  Admit that their
recognition of the divine sonship of
Jesus, with ignorance, or denial of the
gospel he preached, is a scriptural
foundation for a man to be placed upon
by imersion, and you are a very lib-
eral Christian and charitable person.
This admission, with piety, constitutes
a ‘humble Christian’ of modern type,
who cannot be rejected from fellow-
ship by any without universal con-
demnation and execration.
such premisses, however, the Pope and
all his associates are admissible to
fellowship, and the man is an

Upon |

Ishinaelite that rejects their chris-
tianity by a logical application of the
word against it. He sets up for a
pope who denies the Pope’s gospel to
be the gospel of Christ by a logical
application of Scripture! ‘Who art
thou that judgest thy brother?’—
¢ Who made thee the judge of another
man’s servant ? ’—thus, by such taunts
as these, they would silence the
application of your discourse! It is
the essence of ‘liberal Christianity’
to riot in unbounded license of
discourse, with intense and angry
intolerance of the ‘application’ of
the same.

‘We should not receive the un-
sanctified into our bosom,” writes a
charitable friend of the modern type,
that is, we suppose the writer ineans
into our fellowship. DBut by what
rule or standard is their unsanctified-
ness to Dbe determined? And by
whom are the principles of that rule
to be applied ? The rule of sanctifi-
cation is faith in the things of the
kingdom of God and the nawme of
Jesus Christ’ (Acts viii. 12), and the
baptism of such a believer ‘into the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit; and the
principles must be applied by them
whose fellowship is sought. A man
claims admission into tlieir besom who
says he is sanctified. Are they bound
to receive him on his simple assertion ?
If it be answered ‘yes,” then they
would be bound to receive Archbishop
Hughes and his master the devil, for
they both say they are sanctitied! It
is evident, then, that a man’s sanctifi-
cation cannot be admitted on mere
assertion. Evidence of sanctification
must be adduced. DBut it is no use
producing evidence, if it is not to be



The Christadelphian,]

P v THE DOCTRINE OF

NATURAL. TMMORTALITY. 5

judged. ‘Judge not that ye be not
judged, does not then apply to
judging of evidence. Men are com-
manded to ‘try the spirits,” whick can
only be done by examination of
evidence and testimony. A man,
then, must produce proof of his
assertion before his sanctification can
be admitted by those whose fellow-
ship he claims. This is scriptural and
rational, however much of bigotry
and sectarianism there may be in 1t
according to modern Christian liberal-
ism, which, after all said, is but a
species of infidelity. If said claimant
say, ‘I was sanctified when I ex-
perienced a hope of pardon;’ and on
further inquiry, he confess that he
was ignorant of the purpose of God in
relation to Palestine, the Twelve
Tribes, and the r.ations, with Abraham,
Christ, and the Saints’ connection

therewith : it is therefore certain,
whatever he may have believed about

Jesus, that he was ignorant of the
gospel or the truth. Devoid of this,
no man can be sanctified, for it is the
sanctifying principle. When Jesus
prayed for the sanctification of His
disciples, He said, ‘Sanctify them by
the truth : thy doctrine—o6 Morjos ¢ gos
—is truth.’ The Spirit sanctifies
when the doctrine of God sanctifies ;
and a man’s sanctification by the
truth is known when, confessing what
Jesus confessed before Pilate, he is
‘ washed, sanctified, and justified, by
his name and God’s Spirit.”—(1 Cor. v1.
11; Rom. x. 8; 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4, 12,
13.) The sanctification of men, be
they dipped or sprinkled, baptized in
ignorance of the promises covenanted
to them who love God, is a dogma of
the Apostacy, which we sincerely,
earnestly, and faithfully advise all to
repudiate, who favour a return to the
doctrine and practice of the primitive
believers.”—Dr. Thomas. '

THE DOOTRINE OF NATURAL IMMORTALITY.

“Dr. Whately, author of the famous
treatise or ‘Logic,” maintains in his
Future State that ‘the natural im-
mortality of man’s soul, as distinct
from the body, has not in fact been
discovered yet’—that the arguments

by which some philosophers did
attempt to prove this were not
sufficient to convince fully even

themselves—that the common mean-
ing of the word ‘soul’ in the Old
Testament is ¢ nothing more than life
or the spirit united with the body '—
that as to any such future existence
as the ancient philosophers described
(by the immortality of the soul), the
apostle Paul does not consider it
worth a thought—that the notions of
very many Christians who profess to
derive comfort in the thought of a
future state, are not only groundless,
but even inconsistent with themselves
to such a degree—are so confused and
contradictory as to give proof that

they have never (properly speaking)
reflected or inquired on the subject—

and that those notions (themselves)
are in fact not part of the Scripture
doctrine of a future state, but have
been founded merely on the bold
assertions of uninspired men.’—(pp.
16, 20, 23, 29.)

On pages 32, 39, he cites the
correspondence between Cicero and
his friend Servius Sulpicius—on the
death of Tullie, the daughter of the
former, in order to show that even
highly educated heathen sages ridi-
culed the very notion of any one
seriously believing the doctrine’ (of
the immortality of the soul), ¢ did not
themselves believe what they had
taught, but thought merely of the
expediency of incnleating this belief
on the vulgar !’

On page 47 he remarks: ‘It is
common to hear persons speaking of
those of the departed of whose final
salvation they are confident, speak of
them as in heaven—as admitted to
that blissful state in which they are
to continue for cver—as made par-
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takers of the kingdom of heaven, &ec.
And yet you are expressly told in
Scripture and profess it among the
articles of your belief, that it ie at the
end of the world that Jesus Christ will
come to judge all men and pronounce
their final doom, and then and not
before then, will be a resurrection
from the dead,” &ec., &c.

The following is an extract from
page 75:— All these allusions (in
Scripture) to one particular day
(evidently the time of the. general
resurrection) are such as seem to
imply that it is then that every man’s
condition will be finally fixed. Itis
hard to conceive how (supposing the
sonls of men in a happy state at

death) the day of judgment at the
time of the resurrection should be
spoken of asit is in Scripture. since
each man would (in the case just
supposed) not only know his final
condition, but actually enter upon his
reward or punishment, before the
resurrection, immediately on his
death ; so that the judgment of the
last day would be a fact forestalled.
It seems strange that a man should
first undergo his sentence and after-
wards be brought to trial—should first
enter upon his reward or punishment
and then (perhaps many centuries
after) he tried and then judged and
acquitted or condemned.’ ”"—Corres-
pondent in Herald, 1856,

A TRUE TESTIMONY AGAINST CHRISTENDOM.

“ Thou, O Gentile, standest by faith. If
thou continuest not in the goodness of God,
thou shalt be cut off as was Israel.”—Paul.

“Now, in that which I am about to
say, I am very singular; nevertheless,
such is my conviction of its truth that
I will declare it, that never since the
Reformation of the 16th Century, was
there a period of weaker faith in the
Church than at this preseat time; and
I say so in the face of all the exertions
which are being made at home and
abroad for the spreading of ¢the
gospel.” In proof of which it is well
known, that among the Protestants of
the Continent of Europe, there has for
the last century, been such a decrease
of faith, that every mystery of the
gospel hath been entirely exploded,
and the Christian revelation hath died
away into a system of morals, its
miracles explained away into juggling
tricks, or deceptions of unlettered men;
its prophecies set at nought, and its
doctrines disputed and gencrally re-
jected ; its discipline obsolete and
foregone, and a thin, cold, meagre
nakedness hath come instead of the
warm and glorious apparel of Clirist’s
doctrine and righteousness, with which
the Church was arrayed by the apostles.

The question might certainly be at
this present time well asked of Christ-
endom—When the Son of Man cometh,
shall he find faith upon the earth ?
And,” saith the Presbyterian divine
whose writing this is, “ with respect
to ourselves, the best way of ascer-
taining the present condition of owr
churches, compared with what they
have been, is to take up the standards
which were composed by the Reformers
as the forms of their faith; and by
these measure the knowledge, the
discourse and faith of modern times.
The larger catechism of our church,
upon which the ministers were wont
to catechise the people of Scotland, is
become like a great oak, casting its
leafless branches athwart the half of
heaven ; but, alas! stripped and bare.
or happily with a few shoots or sprigs
of tender green, in certain nooks and
crevices of his mighty growth: and
these rather aftergrowths, or chance
grafts, rooted by the weather in his
clefts, than any portion of his original
vigour.

“And again, in the sister church
(the Anglo-Hibernian Daughter of the
Babylonian Mother), the forms of her
service book, so devout, so deeply theo-
logical, are become a continual rebuke
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to the blank voice, blank ears and
blank understanding which they now
entertain. Baptismal and communion
services, comminations, fastings and
festivals, ordinations, and all the other
revered forms of the Latin Church (to
which she hath modelled herself rather
than to the primitive Church,) being
but hollow spectres of their former
selves. Like the ancient armour of our
fathers, they mock their puny children,
and leave us breathless even to con-
ceive the manly strength which once
endured them, and with giant might
did wield them to and fro. And time
would fail me to show how faith,
which heretofore was the strong trunk
round which every muse did wreath
her garland, hath become despised of
them all; so that poetry, history,
science, moderr: philosophy, law and
policy, and everything else whereby a
people doth express the spirit it is of,
have refused to be sustained any longer
by religion.—* They have forsaken the
fountain of living waters, and hewn
out to themselves broken cisterns,
which can hold no water.’

“ And even among such as are Spirit-
nal, there is a thinness, meagreness
and insufficiency of faith, a cgnstant
appeal to the useful, to the visible
fruits, to the good that is done; and,
above all signs of weakness, there is a
glorying in one another, and a praise
of the age, which go farther than
almost I dare express, to show men
into what a misery and poverty we
are come in respect of primitive faith,
The intellect hath become all-sufficient.
And such an intellect! We must

preach from the intellect to the
intellect, instead of preaching from
the word of God to the faith of his
children. No one will believe, in fact,
more than le can understand; and
that is generally as much as he can
see the good of. As an instance
whereof, this doctrine of Christ’s
second appearing, which was wont to
shine so bright in the eyes of the
church, that they were always
plunging forward to reach it before
the time, hath become, through the
decay of faith, almost forgotten; was,
I really think, altogether forgotten,
till, within these few years, some of
God’s faithful ones have made a
strong effort to revive it again. And
in general, the prophecies, which are
the great test of faith, as being
unseen, are given up by this clear-
headed, sound-minded generation of
believers! And the doctrines by
which our fathers articled the church,
are become unapproachably high. And
the whole organ of the world they
have turned to the same flat key.
So that, taken all for all, this last sign
of Messial’s coming, drawn from the
state of the Protestants, is always as
strong to my mind as the three
former, drawn from the aspect of the
Catholic and Mahommedan powers.’
“The above,” says Dr.Thomas,“is a
true testimony against Babylon and
her daughters from the pen of a
talented and popular ¢divine, whose
discourses a few years ago, moved the
heart of Britain from the Cowrt of
St. James’ to the tappery of Joln
O'Groat's.”— Hevald /83 pobz

EXTRACTS TROM THE DIARY OF A CONGREGATIONAL MINISTER.

BY (LATE) “THE REV.’ ROBERT ASHCROFT.

( Continued from page 538).

petent to appraise it. There is, I
must say, a robustness and consistency
about this Christadelphian belief
which heighten my admiration for the

Monday.—Several weeks have elap-
sed since the book entitled Twelve
Lectures, was placed in my hands.
Having carefully read it, I feel com-
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Scriptures which generate 1it, and
cause me to desire the acquaintance
of those who are set for its defence,
This writer expresses himself with all
the directness and force of patiently-
acquired and settled conviction. Nor
have I stumbled across a single
instance of assertion without proof.
There is no uncertainty in the sound
these lectures give forth.  Unlike
Rainbow and kindred literature, things
are nol here discussed as non-
essentials, which are fundamental
to the gospel itself. The author’s un-
compromising attitude towards the
sects looks a little severe ; yet if they
are out of the narrow way, it is time
somebody ventured to say so. All
honour to the man who has the
courage, and can prove that such is
the case. There is more Scripture
quoted in one of these lectures than I
am in the habit of quoting in twenty
gsermons. 1 would rather not under-
take to defend ‘orthodoxy” against
a Christadelphian. Wonder if any
member of “the cloth” has ever
been foolish enough to attempt such
a thing! The truth is much more
likely to be found with half a dozen
intelligent students of the Bible, free
from theological predilection and un-
trammelled by considerations of rank
and emolument, than with a whole
nation of people who have never taken
the trouble to read the Seriptures for
themselves, or who have grafted their
traditions on a stock of Bible phrases,
or who have something considerable to
lose by the exercise of that devout
mental independence which distin-
guished the Jews at Berea, in the
days of Paul. My friend P. (who
used to be very telling on the platform
of the “Liberation Society,”) was
wont to say that he should not see
the necessity for disestablishment so
readily if he were an archbishop, with
two palaces and £15,000 a year. Truth
must become fairly disconnected in
the mind, and sought for its own sake,
or honesty in any case is but an empty
boast. I cannot rid myself of the im-
pression that these Christadelphians
havesufficient truth among them to en-
title them to the name they bear, and

that ultimately I shall join their ranks,
which, though numerically feeble, are
yet defended with what seems nothing
less than “the whole armour of God.”
Tt will be difficult to reach them from
where I now stand, but I will trust in
God to gnide my steps. The company
I have had all along have been ex-
tremely agreeable in many respects,
but far too honourable and abundant.
At length I perceive there are higher
things than fashion and the surface-
refinements of a world that is passing
away. “He that doeth the will of
God abideth for ever.”—(1 John ii.
17). What 1s that will? If these
Christadelphians cannot give the
answer, it cannot be given at all. And
if their answer be not the scriptural
one, to what purpose is all this mar-
shalling of Bible testimony, which I
defy all Christendom to explain away ?
In this remarkable volume there is no
evasion of that which is unpleasant to
the natural man—no conference with
flesh and blood—no attempt made to
get out of a difficulty by ignoring or
undervaluing any part of the inspired
word. I confess I have yet to meet
with a thoroughly candid member of
the clerical profession. All my minis-
terial friends are prone to balk my
interrogations, and when for instance
I remind them that Job, David, Solo-
mon and Hezekiah have said certain
things about man—living and dead,
they answer me with quotations from
Christ and Paul ; as if the latter con-
tradicted the former! And yet I have
noticed that they read these Old
Testament sayings from the pulpit in
an impressive sort of manner, which
does not at all comport with a virtual
denial of their truth. A light and
flippant tone would bebter accord with
their evident distrust of such testi-
mony. Instead of this, Solomon’s
“Man hath no pre-eminence above a
beast,” is pronounced with as deep
and grave an intonation as Paul’s
“ Behold, 1 show you a mystery;” and
David’s * Like the beasts that perish”
is not read with more solemnity than
Christ’s own declaration that he is
“the Resurrection and the Life.”
Not one of my clerical friends, on
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reading with the congregation the
146th Psalm, would ever think of
offering the following explanation
anent the 4th verse:—

“ Although, dear friends, David wrote as
he was moved by the Holy Spirit, when he
penned the beautiful composition now before
us, yet we arc by no means to receive every-
thing this psalm contains as if it were true.
Men may be inspired by the Spirit of truth
to write for the learming of posterity, and
still record many things which are absolutely
false. Which of us, for instance, would ever
believe that when a man dies, a complete
stop is put to his mental processes, and he
no more thinks than he did before his birth!
Wehave learned even from pagan philosophy,
that death does not so much as suspend our
intellectual operations for a moment, bat
they are carried on when we leave the body,
with a concatenation that is perfect, and
with a vigour of which at present we can
form no adequate conception. The Psalmist,
however, as you perceive, falls into an error
which an enlightened heathen would have
avoided, and actually asserts that in the
day of death a man’s thoughts perish. With
one consent we should exclaim, ¢Perish
such a thought! Of course we cannot tell
the reason why these strange utterances
are left on record, and there is apparent
difficalty in the circumstance of their being
inspired notwithstanding; but the Bible is
full of mysteries which we are bound to
believe though we cannot explain them; and
what we know not now we shall know
hereafter.”

This style of comment (which
would be consistent in the mouths of
most religious teachers) 1is never
indulged In by the author of these
Twelve Lectures; mo, not-cven when
he comes to treat of the Rich Man
and Lazarus, the thief on the Cross,
or Paul’s desire to depart and be with
Christ. He refuses to explain such
passages on principles that would
place them in antagonism with the
sayings of the ‘“Holy Men of O1d,”
who, according to Peter, “spake as
they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”
He, therefore, can, with some show of
reason and consistency, place equal
emphasis on the words of David and
on those of David’s Son and Lord.

He believes Christ and Paul, without
disbelieving Moses and the prophets.
How have I longed for such a writer :
for not until this is done will it be
possible to regard the Secriptures as
harmonious throughout. There are

| hundreds of texts in the Old Testa-

ment which I should hardly dare
quote in the pulpit in that earnest
manner that would suggest my belief
in them, were it not that the people
are accustomed to hear things said
which are never meant. I cannot but
suspect the soundness and safety of
any theological position which can
only be maintained by sacrificing the
authenticity of those writings to
which Paul makes reference in Rom,
iti. 1, 2: “What ADVANTAGE, then,
hath the Jew ? Much every
way : chiefly because that unto them
were committed the oracles of God.”
Wednesday.—There has, I find, been
an attempt made to “shew up’ the
tenets of Christadelphianism, and
that by a minister belonging to our
own order in Nottingham. Mr,
Clemance has undertaken to “expose ”
the whole system; but from all I
have been able to gather from Christ-
adelphian literature, these people
have no objection to be * exposed,”
and if the public are ignorant of
their belief, it is not because they
have used no effort to make them
known. I should have supposed they
are better able to tell their own tale
than Mr. Clemance is to tell it for
them. And certainly this pamphlet
of his now bhefore me goes far to
strengthen this supposition. He must
know that he has sent forth a carica-
ture (and bad at that) of that which
he essayed to censure. His estimate of
the prudence and intelligence of hiscon-
gregation is very mean, if he imagines
they will venture to quote from these
pages before anyone who knows what
the Christadelphians really believe.
If he has any aged counsellors about
him he would have done well to have
consulted them before going to
Paternoster Row. They might have
tendered advice which might have
saved fhim from an exposure, more
easily effected than he has found the
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task of dealing in candour and
fairness with the Christadelphians.
As it is, he must have caused his
honest friends, who know their Bibles,
to be greatly exercised with anxiety
on his behalf. I opened his tract in
fervent hope that, after all, I might
be able, as a believer in the Seriptures,
to remain in the ministry of the
denomination whose reputation for
ingenuousness and caution he has so
unnecessarily sullied. Mr. Clemanre
has had no reader more sincerely
anxious than I to have this thing
disproved, if, indeed, disproof 1is
possible. I should have rejoiced if he
had accomplished his work so as to
have earned for himself the gratitude
of all who love and revere the word
of God. Instead of this, his pamphlet
has produced within me a measure of
sympathy with the psalmist, when in
haste he said, “ All men are liars.”
If he was not aware that he was
exposing himself to a charge of
misrepresentation, then, he was not
qualified for his task. If he knew
that he was giving forth to the world
a one-sided and distorted delineation
of the matter in question, then “he
is but miserably adjusted in relation
to truth,” which is a refined way of
saying what David and John would
have expressed in far fewer words.
The Christadelphians must feel them-
selves unhurt Dby this attack, for
while Mr. Clemance has no wish to
become “a direct medium of ad-
vertising Christadelphian works,” I
observe they are courageous enough
to advertise his pamphlet on the cover
of a Vindication (which I must read)
—a circumstance which he must feel
to be very damaging and unpleasant,
unless his mental hide is of the
rhinoceros quality. "When he so
unjustly raised the cry of *Socinian-
ism, Anabaptism, Millenarianism, and
Materialism,” he evidently was for-
getful how easily it might be matched
(and more than matched) from the
other side. What if one of these
dreadful  Christadelphians  should
venture to suggest that Congrega-
tionalism is an odd compound of
Trinitarianism, Pedo-rhantism, Sky-

kingdomism, and Ghostology ! There
are ears in which these things would
sound quite as horrible as the other
four which Mr. Clemance charges upon
the Christadelphians. One comfort,
at least, will remain to me, if I should
join this much abused and slandered
sect—I shall know that I have not
done so in ignorance of what can be
said against it by a minister of my
own denomination, and a bachelor of
arts,

Friday.—Think over discourse for
Sunday on nonconformity to the
world. Topic suggested by the un-
mistakable tendencies in a contrary
direction, which several of our leading
members exhibit. I cannot hope to
be very successful in thus admonish-
ing them, for several reasons. Iirst,
they do not recognise the distinctive
character of those who “mname the
name of Christ,” but share the
popular delusion that the people of
God are not necessarily unlike the
world around them, but that all are
“ miserable sinners” together. 2nd,
they are glad to welcome the world
to their worship, and to make it
contribute to the maintenance of what
they regard as the kingdom of God.
3rd, I have already given great
offence by denouncing worldly
maxims and manners in those vro-
fessing godliness. And further, 1 am
told that if I went out more into the
world, I should acquire healthier views
of Christianity! The latter sung-
gestion I cannot but look upon as
altogether peculiar. In the New
Testament “ the world” appears in a
very different light. Jesus would
never have recommended His disciples
to go to it that they might increase
their power of spiritual discernment,
and learn how to do the will of God.
If devout meditation upon the word of
Jehovah will not produce * healthier
views of Christianity ” I am sure the
discussion of politics over wine and
walnuts won't. There is enormous
difficulty in being faithful to Christ
with a rich congregation. It is as
useless to declare some of his precepts
to them as it would be to insist upon
their allegiance to the Shah of Persia,
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They love the world, and are loved by
the world, so that if the apostle John
is to be accepted as an authority, the
conclusion is inevitable, that with all
their good deeds and liberal senti-
ments, “the love of the Father is not
in them.”—(1 Jno. ii. 15.) I feel sure
they have mistaken the character and
present position of one who would
have been called a saint in apostolic
times. And no wonder, when they

are in complete ignorance of the |

nature and destiny of one who is
addressed by the gospel as ““a sinner
of the Gentiles.” Were they to
regard themselves as candidates for
‘“life and incorruptibility,” as pro-
bationers for an endless existence, to
be conferred by the Lord Jesus on all
those whom he will count worthy
thereof at His appearing, and were
they enabled to perceive that men of
the world are ephemeral in the
duration of their being, and have
their portion in this life only (Psalm
xvii. 14), they would realise the force
of Paul's words—* What fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteous-
ness? or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel ?"—(2 Cor.
vi. 14, 15.) But as I despair of ever
inducing them to look at mankind in
this way, so I cannot hope that they
will ever use the appointed means of
procuring that which they believe
they already possess, or seek deliver-
ance from “this present evil world,
according to the will of God.”~—(Gal.
i. 14.) 'That Trust Deed dogma of the
immortality of-the soul, is the root of

all this insubordination to the
precepts of Christ, as well as of all
the theological evil which meets us
in the religious systems of the day.
I cannot imagine a Christadelphian,
for instance, caring in the least for the
things which worldlings delight in,
or joining the poor perishing Gentiles
in “the race of fashion and the
strife for gold.”  B:lieving them-
selves to be called out from the
world, I am quite prepared to find in
them the utmost alienation from all
that is in the world—men, indeed,
who are walking circumspectly, not
as fools but as wise men, If I could but
give this congregation of mine, eyes
to see that God has immortalised no
creature (not even His well-beloved
Son) except after obedience to His
commandments, rendered amid evil
surroundings, and that it is only of
His Sovereign pleasure that any of
Adam’s descendants are allowed to
emerge from the dust and become
partakers of His own nature, and that
but few are chosen to this unspeakable
honour and glory out of the many
that are called, my subject would not
seem so much out of time as I fear it
will to the majority, especially to
those on whose good will I am most
dependent for temporal things, How-
ever, they may remember my words
when the time comes for a personal
encounter with the common enemy,
and the fashion of this world, as far
as they are concerned, begins to pass
away.
(To be continued.)

THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE TREASURES OF THE SPIRIT.

Br F. R. SHUITLEWORTH.

RereErence TaBrLeT No. 166.

DIVINE ORDER.

Tue order of Christ’s offices are as
follows : prophet, priest and king: prophes
during the days of his flesh, priest during

his temporary absence at the Father's
right hand, and king when he returns to
occupy David’s throne. During the latter
administration he will sustain the three-
fold character ot King of the house of
David, Priest after the order of Mel-
chizedek and Prophet like to Moses.

The order of the resarrection .is Christ
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the first-fruits, afterwards they who are
Christ’s at his coming, and lastly the
“rest of the dead” at the end of the
th)ousand years.—1 Cor. xv. 23; Rev. xx.
5.
The order of development in the resur-
rection is: first, the natural and then the
spiritual.  First, the corruptible, dis~
honourable and weak; and, afterwards the
powerful, deathless and glorious.

The order of spiritual gifts, in the
apostolic ecclesias  was, “first apostles,
secondarily, prophets; thirdly, teachers.
After that, miracles; then gifts of healing,
helps, governments, diversities of tongues.”
~—(1 Cor. xii. 28.)

The order which will be observed in the
summoning of Christ’s house at his
appearing, will be as follows: *‘the dead
in Christ shall rise first; then those which
are alive and remain will be canght away
together with them.”—(1 Thess, iv. 17.)

In the adoption or sonship which we
have by Christ, the following order 1is
observed: first, the birth out of water, to
be followed by probation, and, afterwards
(at the resurrection) the birth of the
Spirit, to be succeeded by the kingdom.

The order of gospel principles is: first,
faith, repentance, baptism, resurrection and
atonian judgment; after that, the adding
to of virtue, knowledge, temperance,
patience, godliness. kindness, love, and the
going on unto perfection —(Heb. vi. 1, 2
2 Pet. 1. 5,7.)

The order of the calling by the gospel
was “to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek.” Again, the dispensation of glory,
honour and immortality is to be upon the
same principle. And again, in the award
of indignation and wrath, the same order
is to be observed: ¢ to the Jew frst, and
also to the Gentile.”—(Rom.1i. 16; ii. 9,
10,

’z‘he order in which the rejected and the
accepted will be dealt with at the
judgment seat is indicated in the follow-
ing words: * Gather ye together first the
tares and bind them in bundles to burn
them; but gather the wheat into my barn.”
—(Matt. xiii. 30.)

Order is a principle observed in the
development of the harvest of heirs for
the kingdom: as Jesus says, “first the
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn
in the car.”—{Mark iv.28.) Jesus is a
first froit of the full corn. There were
carlier stagzes of the work, exemplified in
the production of Isaac and the birth of
Solomon; hoth of which were eminent
prefigurements of him who was to come—

the first as to his divine paternity, and the
second as to his royal rights and majesty.

There is order in the command-
ments, for there is the first and the second,
in which it is shown that before all other
things is the love of God, and after that
the love of man,—(Matt. xxii. 38.)

There was order in the creation of the
first human pair, for it is written that
“ Adam was first formed, then Eve.”—
(1 Tim. ii. 13.)

Exquisite order characterized the Mosaic
arranzement: first, everything was made
according to the patterns supplied to
Moses from heaven; next, evervthing was
regulated with the utmost regard to the
effectual working of every part. Every
man had his place and work assigned to
him to the number of 22,000; as it is said,
“every one according to his service, and
every one according to his burden.” And
again, the work of one order was made so
to fit into another that there was no
confusion or loss of time: as it is written,
“the Koathites set forward bearing the
sanctuary, and the others (the Gershonites
and the Merarites) did set up the tabernacle
against they came.” —(Num. x. 21 )

The six days’ creation was an orderly
development of the things which are seen.
Divine power operating (by angel elohim)
upon pre-existent but unorganised sub-
stance, changed the chaotic, lifeiess, dark,
and void condition into a world tecming
with endless forms of being, fruitful in
every kind of herbage, radiant with
circling seasons, and governed by alterna-
ting day and night. The order of pro-
cedure for the first three days consisted of
the following separations, viz, light from
darkness, water from water (by which
clouds were formed) and land from water
(by which come earth and seas); added
to which the earth was "empowered to
bring forth grass, herb and fruit. Then
following upon this. there was sunshine
wnd moonlight, and, subsequently, the
generation of creatures inhabiting the sea
and air, and, finally, the creation of man
and beast, and every creeping form of
existence — the whole being succeeded by a
Sabbath of refreshing rest.

ReFERENCE TABLET No. 167.

BIBLE RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Bible righteousness commences with the
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faith of the promises made of God unto
the fathers: as it is written, ¢ Abraham
believed God and it was counted unto him
for righteousness.” And, again, it is
said: “It was not written for his sake
alone; that it was imputed to him; but for
us also, to whom it shall be imputed, 1f we
believe.”—(Rom. iv. 3, 23.)

It is a part of Bible righteousness to be
baptised in water, as Jesus was, in the
river Jordan: concerning which, when
John forbade him, Jesus spake, saying,
*Suffer it to be so nmow; for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.”

It is a part of Bible righteousness for
the believers to shew forth the Lord’s
death until he come, by a weekly attend-
ance upon the institution of bread and
wine which Christ commanded, saying:
¢ Do this in remembrance of me.”

It is a part of Bible righteousness to
love our neighbour, to walk peaceably and
circumspectly; to refrain from resisting or
avenging evil; and to do good to all men.

It is a part of Bible righteousness to
do justly, love mercy and walk humbly
before God.

1t is an element of scriptural righteouns-
ness to be holy, undefiled and separate
from sinners, aud to reprove and abstain
from fellowshipping the unfruitful works
of darkness, without attention to which
no man can see the Lord with acceptance.

It is our righteousness to abstain from
every appearance of evil and to comport
ourselves as becometh saints, in all holy
conversation and godliness.

It is our righteousness to adorn the
doctrine of God by all good fidelity and
faithfulness : by sobriety of deportment
and purity of motive; by meekness of
temper and patience of manner ; by truth-
fulness of speech and lawfulness of en-
deavour, by a self-denying life and an
others’-loving work.

It is our righteonsness to observe and
obey all things, whatsoever has been
commanded, and with the true spirit of
love and filial affection, to seek to increase
faith, perfect holiness, purify the heart,
crucify the lusts, and bring the natural
man into entire and harmonious subjection
to the law of the spirit of life which is in
Christ Jesus,

——

. and godly in this present world;

Rererence Tasrur No. 168.

EXPOSITION.

Titus ii.~—The following is a synoptical
statement of the leading features of this
chapter: —

1.—To Titus was committed the duty of
“ordaining elders in every city,” and of
setting in order what might yet be lacking
in Crete. In this capacity he was en-
joined by Paul to speak forth ¢ the things
which become sound doctrine.”’

2.—Upon the aged brethren is enjoined
sobriety, gravity, temperance and sound-
ness in the faith.

3.—Upon the aged sisters it is enjoined
that they be patterns in holiness of
behaviour, and that they refrain from
slander and winebibbing; also that they be
teachers of the younger sisters in all
matters pertaining to sobriety of conduct,
discretion, chastity, home-ininding, well-
doing, love of their children and love and
obedience towards their husbands: these
the apostle styles * good things.”

5—Of the younger brethren it is
required that they be sober-minded, un-
corrupt in their morals, grave in behaviour,
sincere in motive and purpose, and sound
in speech and discourse: these Paul calls
good works, in all of which Titus was to
be a pattern to the rest.

5.—The reason of Paul’s exhortation to
these fruits of holiness was: first, that the
Word of God might not be blasphemed
on account of any disorderly walking; and
secondly, that people of a contrary or
hostile disposition might be made ashumed
and rendered powerless of harm towards
the brotherhood.

6.—Concerning servants, Titus was
instructed to exhort them 1o obedience and
well-pleasing towards their employers, and
that they were to cultivate a non-gainsay-
ing and willing disposition, and that they
were to scek to be characterized by in-
tegrity and fidelity, that so they might
adorn the doctrine of God.

7.—That the salvation-bringing grace
which had been manifested in the person
«nd work of Christ, says Paul, hath this
teaching: That we should deny ourselves
of all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and
that we should live soberly, righteously
and
should also be continually looking for
and hasting unto the blessed hope and
glorious appearing of our ILord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ.

8.—That the object contemplated in the
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sufferings of Christ was the purification of
a people whose chief peculiarity should
consist in their zeal for good works.
9.—That Titus was to consider himself
fully authoriged to enforce the claims of
these precepts upon the attention and
observance of the brethren; and the
brethren were also warned not to despise
the instrumentality thus used of God for
the furtherance of the truth in its practical
bearings among those who believe.

Titus iil.—The following may serve to
elucidate the intent of this short chapter:—

1 —That Titus was to remind the
brethren that the belief of the gospel did
not release them from the obligation to be
subject to principalities and powers, and to
obey magistrates.

2.—That they were to be ever ready to
every gospel work, that they were to
refrain from unscemly brawling and evil
speaking, and to cultivate gentleness and
meekness of bearing towards all men.

3. — That foolishness, disobedience,
pleasure serving, and living in malicc and
hate of one another, features of bygone
times and characteristic of the unrenewed
man; but now, through the kindness and
love of God, they had been washed
and renewed and justified, and made heirs
of the hope of eternal life.

4.—Paul desired that Titus shonld
constantly affirm that those who had
believed in God should be careful to main-
tain good works, for the reason that “these
things are good and profitable.”

5.—Paul further desired Titus that he
should avoid foolish and contentious
questions respecting genealogy and the
law, becanse they were unprofitable and
vain.

6.—Paul also instructed Titus that he
must reject an heretic who gave mno
evidence of recovery after the first and
second admonitions: for such, says he,
are subverted from the faith and self-
condemned sinuers.

7.—Paul was anxious that none should
fail in fruitfulness, but that all should see
the utility and usefulness of good works.
He concludes this epistle with greeting to
them that love him in the faith and a
salutation or grace to all.

Rererexce TasrLer No. 169

A CLOUD OF WITNE-SES.

The following *few names’’ are a

sample of the society we may hope to be
intreduced to in the kingdom of God.
The world, hitherto, has been unworthy
of such divine heroes. In the resurrec-
tion-age, when they re-appear amongst
men, it is (subject to Christ’s approval)
that they may be the honoured and
glorious rulers of the world in righteous-
ness, according to the promises of the
gospel.)—Matt. xix. 28; Rev. ii. 26; xx.
4; v. 10; James ii. 5.)

Abel, rhe righteous.

Abraham the friend of God.

Aquila, the helper.

Appelles, the approved.

Acrchippus, the fellow-soldier,

Apphia, the beloved.

Annanias, a devout man.

Antipas, the faithful martyr.

Amna, the prophetess, who
God day and night,.

Amphas, beloved in the Lord.

Appolos, mizhty in the Seriptures.

Asa, the perfect-hearted.

Avistarchus, the fellow-labourer,

Caleb, who fully followed God.

Cornelius, the devout man.

Clement, whose name is inscribed in the
Book of Life.

David, the man after God's own heart.

Daniel, the greatly beloved

Deborabh, the mother in Isracl.

Doreas, the woman of good works and
alms-deeds.

Enoch, who walked with God.

Epenetus, the weli-beloved.

Epaphros, the zealous.—(Col. iv.)

Elijah, the jealous for God.

Ezra, the faithful priest and counsellor
of his people.

Gideon, the valiant.—(Jude vi. 12 )

Hezekiah, who clave to the Lord.

Habakkuk, who counted God his
strength.

Joseph, of Arimathea, who waited for
the kingdom of God.

Job, the patient.—(James v. 1L.)

John, the loving disciple.

Jehoash, the right-doer.—(2 Kings xii.
2.)
Josiah who turned not aside,

Jephthah, the vow-keeper.

Jotham, who did right things.

Jesus, the chief among ten thousand.

Jeremiah, the man that hath seen
affliction.

Jethro, who rejoiced in the ILord’s
goodness.—(Ex. xviii. 9.

Jonah, who made the fish's belly a house
of prayer.

Joseph, the forgiving brother,

served
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Justus, the fellow-worker,

Luke, the beloved physician.

Lot, the just.—(1 Pet. ii. 7.)

Lazarus, whom Jesus loved.

Lydia, who worshipped God.

Mordecai, who sought the well-being
and peace of his seed.

Mary, who chose the good part.

Mary, the loving labourer.

Mary, who rejoiced in God.

Mark, the profitable.—(2 Tim. iv. 11.)

Moses, the meek,

Melchisedek, the greater than Abra-
ham.

Nathaniel, an Israelite in whom was no
guile,

Noah, the God-fearer.

Nehemiah, who contended with the
Sabbath-breaking nobles of Judah.

Obadiah, who feared the Lord.

Obed-Edom, who received the ark into
his housc.

Onesimus, the faithful and beloved.

Pheebe, the succourer,

Priscilla, the helper.

Philemon, the fellow-labourer.

Paul, who fought the good fight of
faith.

Peter, who repented.

Raufus, the chosen.

Ruth, the steadfast-minded

Simeon, who waited for the consolation
of Israel.

Stachys, the beloved.

Samuel, of honourable mention.—(Jer,
xv. 1.)

Silvanus, a faithfnl brother.

Stephen, a man full of faith.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, the
fire-proof Hebrews.

Tychicus, the belaved.

Timothy, a true yoke-fellow.

Theophilus, the excellent.

Titus, a partner and fellow-helper.

The prophets, examples of suffering
and patience.

The apostles, to whom were promised
the thrones of the house of Israel.

“Those women,” Paul’s fellow-la-
bourers, whose names were written in the
Book of Life.
. The poor widow who put all her living
into the treasury.

The few names in Sardis who had not
defiled their garments.

Zaccheus, a true son of Abraham.

Rererence Tasrer No. 170.

SPRAY FROM THE WATER OF
LIFE.

Talking and teaching are not neccs-
sarily identical things; a parrot or a
school boy may do the one, but only a dis-
cerning and appreciating student of the
Word can do the other.

Preaching and praying are two distinct
things: the one is a discourse to men; the
other an address to God.

Earthly parents are frequently satisfied
with a mere literal conformity to their
expressed wishes on the part of their
children; not so with God: the aceepta-
bleness of any obedience rendered to him
consists in the faith, love and willing-
heartedness by which the action is
directed.

Believers are to be poor in Spirit, but
rich in faith; children in malice but men
in understanding, slow to speak, but swift
to hear; exalted in virtue but abased in
pride; manly in courage but godly in
holiness; immovable in faith but yielding
in love; backward to do evil but forward
to do good; wisc as serpents but harmless
as doves; haters of iniquity but lovers of
righteousness; joyful with the glad but
sorrowful with the sad; waiters with
patience but hasters with desire; bold as
lions but gentle as lambs; valiant as
soldiers but docile as children.

It is not beauty, nor strength, nor
wealth, nor health, nor intelleet, nor any
mere worldly or natural endowment that
commends us to God; it is only self-
abasement and trembling contrition that
can command the respect of the
Almighty.

Following the record of right-doing,
which is affirmed by some of the kings of
Israel, it has to be noted that this tes-
timony is qualified by sundry exceptions,
such as “ Howbeit, the high places were
not taken away;’’ “save that the high
places were not removed;”’ ‘‘but he
walked in the way of the kings.” The
lesson to us is that we beware of “ buts,”
“saves,” and ‘“howbeits,” sceking rather
that we may be characterised by the spirit
of Caleb, of whom it is said “that he
¢ wholly followed the Lord.”

Without faith it is impossible to please
God; without works faith is dead; with-
out love, we are mere sounding brass;
without righteousness, we cannot ivherit
the kingdom; without the spirit of Christ,
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we are none of his; and without holiness
we cannot see the Lord.

The gospel creates men heirs to in-
herit, children to trust, servants to obey,
friends to be faithful, stewards to give
account, soldiers to fight, lamps to en-
lighten, watchmen to warn, ministers to

succour, witnesses fto attest, guides to
lead, racers to rum, wrestlers to strive,
pilgrims to journey, saints to be holy. and
messengers 1o invite men everywhere to
repent and believe the glad tidings of the
kingdom of God.

WRBESTLINGS:

IN WHICH AN ABRAHAMIC SOJOURNER ENGAGES ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS WITH

VARIQUS ADVERSARIES: SOME FRIENRDLY AND SOME NOT.

No. 3.—THE POSITION OF SAINTS IN THE WORLD.

Myr. Lookafter Town-affairs stops Sojourner
on the road to town.

L.T.—Excuse me stopping you, Sojourner.
I hope you are not in a hurry, though you
seem like it.

Sojourner—Well, there is always some-
thing waiting to be done.

L.T.—1tis so with you, I know, and I
suppose it ought to be so with everybody.

Sajourner.—There is sure to be something
to do for those who set themselves the right
things to do. It is a business that grows,
you know, if you once begin.

L.T.—1 am afraid that is the case with
things that you would consider not par-
ticularly right to be done.

Sojourner.—Well, of course, it is possible
to be very busy doing nothing. A man's
whole time may be taken up doing that
which will be of no more ultimate benefit
than if he were counting the blades of grass
on the hill side.

L.T.~—Counting the blades of grass would
be an exercise of patience, at all events,
Sojourner.

Sojourner.—An exercise of patience, cer-
tainly; but patience carried to that extreme
would cease to be a virtue: we should call
it by some other name.

L.7.—Well, T suppose we should not
disagree there. Fortunately, there are not
many people given to extreme patience of
this sort.

Sojourner. — 1 don’t know about that.
Many men exercise great patience in matters
that would do with less, and show no pa-
tience at all in that which is supremely
worthy of it.

L.T.—1I suppose you consider me one of
that sort.

Sojourner.—Well ; 1 should like to see you
give as much attention to the affairs of
Chnist as you do to the affairs of the town.

L.T.—Somebody must lvok after the
affairs of the town.

Sojourner.—That does not get rid of the

importance of attending to Christ. Some-
body must dig the coal in the mines: you
would not make that a reason for neglecting
the business in the P Crescent ?

L.1.—Well, of course, it is my duty to
look after the Crescent business for the sake
of my family,

Sojourner.—Is there no question of duty
in connection with Christ?

L.T.—You are always so pointed in your
applications. I know your views on these
questions are strong, but you should ¢ have
mercy on us, miserable sinners,”” you know.
We don’t pretend to live in the third
heaven as you do.

Sapourner.—You profess to be a Christian ?

L.T.—Well, of course, we are all
Christians.

Sojourner ~If you are truly Christian
you ought to ¢ live up in the third heaven,”
as you phrase it; fur Paul exhorts Christ-
ians to set their affections on things above,
not on things on the earth, and tells them
that their citizensbip is in heaven.

L.7.—1 thought you did not believe in
heaven, Mr. Sojourner P

Sopourner~—Oh yes. I believe in heaven.

L.T.—Yes, but about pevple gomg there?

Sojourner.—No; people do mnot go to
heaven. Christ is in beaven; but he is
coming to the earth to raise his fiiends from
the dead and restore the promised blessed-
ness; and because he is in heaven just now
all the things that go to make up the
blessedness to come are spoken of as there
also. Literally they come from heaven at
the appointed time with and by him; but
relatively, they are stored there while
Christ is there, and, therefore, our affections
are to be there in contradistinction to the
things that engage human affection on
earth.

L.T.—1I don’t want to argue the point.
It merely struck me as strange that you
should speak about heaven.

Sojourner.~—Things appear strange till they
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are understood.

L.T.—You think we don’t understand.

Sojourner.—1I wish 1 could think you do.

L.7.—You are so uncharitable.

Sojourner.—1It is not a question of charit-
ableness or kindliness of disposition. It isa
question of fact. What you call un-
charitableness is certainty of conviction.

L.T.—But you ought to allow other
people to have their opinions.

Sojourner, — People will have their
opinions whether they are allowed or not;
but surely you would not have me say that I
think things right and true which I think
otherwise ?

L.7'—No; but you ought to allow that
other people may be right as well as you.
You are not infallible, you know.

Sojourner.—1 can allow in the abstract, of
course, that other people may be right; but
what is the value of an admission of this
sort in the discussion of a particular issue on
which I know the generality of people are
not right, but glaringly, and palpably, and
demonstrably wrong ? The question is not
whether other people may be right, but are
they right? And this depends upon another
question, which should be argued witkhout
any reference to this people or that, viz.:
‘What is the truth ?

L.T.~Ah, well ; I won’t argue that large
question with you. It wants a more capable
man than I am. I am not a theologian, you
know. I’m only a bit of a dabbler in town’s
matters.

Sojourner.—Which will be of no benefit to
you when Christ comes.

L.T.—Well let that pass. They arealittle
benefit now, even to you, Sojourner. What
should you do without gas, and drainage,
and police ?

Sgjourner. — Doubtless they have their
place; but that is much lower down than
you put them.

L.7.—Well, granting it, let me come to
what I wanted to ask: how is Christacel-
phiani<m getting on ?

Sojourner.—1 am afraid you would not
understand the right answer to that question.

L.T.—(Laughing.) ‘There you go again.
You have such a poor opinion of us.

Sojourner—1 have quite a good opinion of
you in matters of gas and drainage.

L.T.—0h, Mr. Scjcurner! You put us
quite in the gutter.

Sojourner. — These subjects are in the
gutter, of course. It is not I who put you
there. 1t would be a pleasure to see you
among the stars—figuratively, of course.
“Those who turn many to righteousness
shall shine as the stars for ever.”

L.7.—Do tell me how Christadelphianism
is getting on. I really want to know; for I
feel & peculiar interest in your proceedings,
although I cannot consider myself a convert
to your views.

Sojourner.—The way you put the question

makes it difficult to answer. Christadei-
phianism is not a “cause’ There are no
ecclesiasiical objects connected with it. It
has no chapels to build, stipends to raise,
“membership”” to create, patronage to
conciliate. It has no place in public life, or
any aim at public recognition. It has only
one aim, pure and simple, in the present
world, and that is to publish the truth as
contained in the holy oracles of God, and to
bring those who believe it into subjection to
the precepts delivered by the apostles.
There can be no * getting on” in the
ordinary sense, in an enterprise like this, for
the truth has ever been an unpopular thing
with the world, and must for ever remain so in
the absence of Christ, and, therefore, cannot
“get on.”’

L.T.—By * getting on,” I mean success in
the diffusion of your views, you know.

Sojourner. — Well, the truth is slowly
commanding attention, and slowly asserting
its power among those who have embraced
it. I have no doubt it is entirely succeeding
in the sense of accomplishing what God has
designed, however backward things may
seem. - 1 have faith that God’s purpose to
develop by the truth an acceptable family
for Himself will be carried out—even if
things should not seem to ¢ get on”’ in the
human sense. In fact, failure, as men speak,
is sometimes a part of the means by which
His work is done,

L.T.—1 call that part of your transcen-
dentalism—very beautiful. 1 don’t guarrel
with it.

Sojourner.—1f you knew the scriptures,
Mr. Townaffairs, you would see that what
you call transcendentalism is nothing but
sober truth.

L.T.—I know you think so. You are
very earnest. You deserve to get on better.

Sojourner. — Probably 1 am no more
earnest in this matter than you are in your
business matters. It is merely earnestness
differently directed. Perhaps your earnest-
ness would tuke the same channel if you
had the same facts before your mind, as you
might have would you but spare a little time
from your occupations for the studying of the
Scriptures of truth.

L.T.—1 confess I do not attend to religion
as I ought. You should give us the benefit
of your earnestnesss.

Sofourner—1 try all I can.

L.T.—You don't do all you might.

Sogourner.—I lecture and publish regularly,

L.T.~Yes, I know; but you don’t come
among us. You never show yourself on the
platform at our meetings. You never fake
part in any of our public movements, You
keep yourself in a corner, It is not for want
of invitation. I personally know that you
bave invitations sent by post over and over
again, and you take no notice. This is a
niistake.  You cannot expect Christadel-
phianism to get on in that way., Tt will
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never take that position in town to which it
is entitled if you don’t come out in & more
public and friendly way. No other religion
acts like you. All the denominations accept
our circulars and cards and take part in our
meetings and movements. Why even
the Christian Brethren — Campbellites I
think you call them—are represented on our
platforms and vote at our elections.

Sojourner.~There is a reason for our
attitude,

L.T.—I cannot imagine a good reason for
sach an unneighbourly course. T really
think it narrow-minded in the last degree,
and I cannot understand how a man of your
parts can be guilty of it. You will pardon
me for speaking my mind freely.

Sojourner.—1 am pleased you should speak
freely. I can understand the warmth of your
feelings, and I can excuse them entirely.
They are due to the divergence that exists
in the view we respectively take of the
situation in which we are placed. If our
views were identical, our feelings would
follow suit.

L.T.—I don’t see why a difference of doc-
trine should lead to such a separation.

Sojourner.—You misunderstand me. I
speak of the view we take of our surroundings.
The cause of our difference lies here. If you
will allow me to define it as it appears
exactly to me, you take the natural-man
view, and I take the view supplied by the
Scriptures. .

L.T.—1I certainly do not understand you
now.

Sofourner.—1 am aware of the difficulty of
your doing so, but I will try and make the
matter intelligible. I presume you submit to
the teaching of the New Testament ?

L.T.—8o far as I know it.

Sojourner.—Precisely. Well, you are aware
that in that teaching, a very wide distine-
tion is drawn between the friends of God and
those who constitute ‘‘the world.”

L.T.—1 confess 1 am not so well ac-
quainted with the teaching of the New
Testament as I ought to be.

Sopourner.—Perhaps you will not think
me tedious if 1 give you some outline of the
subject. (L.T. fidgets). It is my defence,
you know, against the charge of narrow-
mindedness, and my vindieation of the course
which surprises you.

L.T.—Yes; 1 ought to hear it and, in
fact, I would like to hear it; for I am at a
loss to understand you. But you know
those subjects are a little out of my line and
I should be no match for you. However, 1
can listen.

Sojourner.—1 don’t want to bore you; but
as you have thought fit to impugn my course
as an unworthy one—

L.T.—Pardon me ; I had no idea of sug-
gesting such a thing.

Sofourner.—Perhaps not in an evil sense,

but an unreighbourly and narrow-minded .

course must be an unworthy one.

L.T.—~Well, in that seuse.

Sofourner.—Having thought fit to stig-
matise my course in these terms, it is only
right you should hear the explanation
which may place the matter in a different
light, and which may even suggest to you
the wisdom of imitating it. I will be as
brief as I can.

L.T.—I can stand it; but we had better
step inside. (Both adjourn to Mr. Look-
after Townaffairs pariour.)

Sojourner.—The matter can be put into
brief compass, yet, perhaps, one that sweeps
widely. It has its root and essence in
the relation in which mankind stands to God.
To look at this accurately, we must go back.
The history begins with friendship and
intercourse between God and man. This
friendship had its basis in the recognised
supremacy of God, the love of Him for what
He eternally is in Himself, and the most
implicit subjection to His will in all things.
This condition of friendship existed in the
mind of Adam in the days of his innocency,
but the friendship was interrupted by diso-
bedience, and this entailed the result of
exile and ultimate death. ln this position
of exile God invited man’s approach and
reconciliation in connection with sacrifice.
A limited class responded, acquiring thereby
the title of *“the Souns of God;” but the
mass became more and more estranged, until,
at the end of about 1,600 years, the corrup-

- tion, carrying away even the sons of God,

infected the entire race with the single
exception of Noah, who was found faithful ;
and, at this time, as you know, God saw fit
to destroy the race with a flood.

The human race, perpetuated in the line
of Noah, proved in no wise superior to their
antediluvian predecessors. To use the
words of Paul, ¢“When they knew God,
they glorified him not as God, but became
vain in their imaginations and their foolish
heart was darkened.” They were clever and
energetic and refined, as shewn by the
architectural and other works of antiquity;
but they forgot God. They * worshipped
and served the creatmue more than the
Creator.”” They made it their pleasure to
“receive honour one of another instead of
seeking the honour that cometh from God
only.”’~—(Jno. iv.44.) They placed their affec-
tions on the things made, instead of taking
them as from the Maker in all humility and
thankfulness of mind; for “every creature
of God is good if it be received with thanks-
giving ; for it is sanctified by the Word of
God and with prayer.”—(1 Tim. iv. 4-5.)
Worse than this, they did things God had
forbidden and took no pleasure in the things
He had required The cup of their iniquity
slowly filled till it overflowed to their
destruction.

In the midst of this apostacy, God chose
Abram and, afterwards, the descendants
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of Abraham, whom he made a nation for
Himself, but the result was the same. You
cannot have forgotten the history of Israel.
For over a thousand years God had dealings
with them. He gave them a law through
which they had the opportunity of making
themselves acceptable to Him, and sent them
messengers, time after time, to bring them to
a wise use of their position; but they
preferred their own gratification and their
own honour. They rebelled wholesale. 1t
is thus expressed by God through Isaiah:
“I have mnourished and brought wup
children and they have rebelled against me.
The ox knoweth his owner and the ass his
master’s crib, but Israel doth not know; my
people doth not consider. Ah, sinful nation,
a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil
doers, children that are corrupters; they
have forsaken the Lord; they have pro-
voked the Holy One of Israel to anger.
They are gone away backward.”’—(i. 2-4.)
L.T.—1 don’t see what all this has to do
with the question. You were to show me
something from the New Testament.
Sojourner.—~I am coming to that. The
New Testament is only a later chapter of the
same subject. Christ’s appearance was only
the finishing up of the ministry of the
prophets, so to speak, as he shows by the
parable of the vineyard (the house of Israel),
in which he makes the Lord of the vineyard
(Jehovah) say, after the rejection of the
prophetic messengers sent to his vineyard to
get the fruit of it, *‘I will send my Son; it
may be that they will reverence him.” You
will see the bearing of the matter directly.
You are aware that shortly after the
ascension of Christ, in the beginning of what
was called the Christian era, Jerusalem was
destroyed, and the Jewish nation broken up,
and the race dispersed among the countries
as they are at this day. This was God’s
rejection of them for their non-submission
to Him. Meanwhile, 2 work had been
inaugurated in the hands of the apostles,
having reference to the Gentile nations—a
work of invitation and selection as expressed
in the words of James: “ God at first did
visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a
people for His name.””—(Acts xv. 14.) Now,
it is to this work we stand related, and it is
on this I would particularly fix your
attention, as containing my defence for the
course you find fault with. You will find
the apostolic work bas been no more a success
as regards the submission of the Gentiles to
God than the divine work with the
antediluvians, the successors of Noah, and
the Jewish nation; and the question is,
what is the true relation of the sons of God
in our day to their contemporary generation
of men who are in rebellion against God ?”’
L.7.—1 am sorry I cannot follow you.
You fly too high for me.
Sojourner.—The things I speak of are
matters of history and matters easy of

comprehension.

L.T.—It may be so to those who study
them ; but I confess they are by no means
clear to me. They depress me. As you put
them, it would seem as if the work of
religion had always been a failure, and that
only a miserable little handful are going to
be saved. I don’t sce that you have made
out your case at all.

Sojourner.—I am not done yet. Wait till
I have finished and you will be better able
to judge. As to the failure you speak of,
let me say there has been no failure as
regards God’s ultimate plan. Although
mankind, in the bulk, have from the begin-
ning proved incorrigible backsliders from
God, there has always been a few—“a
miserable little handful,”” as you call them—
who have walked as children of light, and it
is the development of these that has been
aimed at and achieved in all the generations
of evil that have sprung up successively and
passed away like the grass of the carth. It
requires the prevalence of evil for the
development of these; for they are developed
by the exercise of faith and obedience, and
these cannot be exercised in the fulness that
gives God pleasure without the dark sur-
roundings of an evil generation. God’s
purpose is to gather all such into one
glorious corporation for the government of
the world in perfection, under Christ; in
the day appvinted.

L.T.—Yes, I know you believe in the
nillennium.

Sojourner.—~Not in the millennium of
common talk. I believe in the kingdom of
God that has been promised to God’s obedicnt
children from the foundation of the world.

L.T.—Well, and won’t it last a thousand
years ?

Sojourner.—Yes, in its first stage.

L.T.—Well, isn’t that the millennium ?

Sojourner.— Yes, but not what is expressed
by the word in common talk. That word
merely has to do with the arithmetic of the
affair. Of the nature, constitution and
object of the era so expressed, people, in
general, have no more idea than they have
of the nature of the ¢ milky way.”

L.T.—You are the most impracticable
dogmatist I have ever met.

Sgjourner.—Perhaps you would call me by
another name if you knew the Scriptures as
well as you know the town register. How-
ever, let that pass. Let me come to the
point. The point is this: there has been no
failure in the real work of God in this
preparatory state. His children are developed,
generation after generation, in the number
in which He requires them, by the various
agencies He employs. The apostolic work
inaugurated in the first century is still in
progress. That work is the taking out of
the Gentiles a people for God, and the
question is, what is the relation of that
people to the world around them ?
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L.T.—That is what you were to say some-
thing about.

Sojourner.~Well, we must first ascertain
the right view in which to regard the world.

In this matter, I gnide myself absolutely by !
I and inclinations,

the Scriptures.

L.T .—Everybody does.

Sojourner.~—1 am afaid not.

L.T.—~You are so uncharitable.

Sojourner.—Listen to what the Bible says
of the world, and you will see whether it is
a view commonly entertained: ¢ The world
lieth in wickedness.”’—(1 John v. 19). ¢ All
that is in the world—the lust of the eye, the
lust of the flesh and the pride of life is not
of the Father.”—(1 John ii. 16.) * Christ
hath given himself that he might deliver us
from the present evil world.”’—(Gal. i. 4.)
¢ The friendship of the world is enmity with
God.”—(Jas. iv. 4.3 “The world hath not
known Thee, O Father, but I have known
Thee. 1 pray not for the world, but for
them that Thou hast given me.”’~(Jno.
xvii. 25-9.) ¢ Me the world hateth, because [
testify of 1t that the works thereof are evil.””
—(Jno. vii. 7.) I could read more, but
perhaps that is specific enough.

L.T.—1 don't see what you want to be
after in quoting these statements. Of course
we know the world is not any better than it
ought to be; but after all, can we be sure
these statements apply to the present day?
Has there not been a great advance since the
apostolic age ?

Sojourner.—There has been an advance of
a certain sort. 'There has been a great
advance in the matters of taste and con-
venience, and, perhaps, in the kuowledge
of physical nature; but what advance has
there been in godliness ?

L.T.—A good deal, I should say. Look at
our hospitals, and almshouses, and benevolens
institutions generally.

Sojourner.—Godliness does not consist in
these things.

L.T.—They are part of it, surely.

Sojourner.—Doing good to the poor and
helpless is doubtless a part of well-doing
acceptable to God, but men may do these
things without a spark of godliness. They
subscribe to hospitals and take part in their
management, not from any regard to God,
but purely from regard to man., There is
no godliness in it. Godliness consists
primarily in a deep reverence for God,
finding expression in true worship; secon-
darily, in a supreme interest in His revealed
purposes, as declared in the gospel; and
thirdly, in an anxious care for the doing of
His will, because it is His will, which
includes the love of our kind, and all that
He has commanded us to do one to another.
Do you consider that godliness of this sort
has any footing in the world? Is it not
rather a thing despised ? Are not people in
polite society ashamed to mention the name
of Christ? Do they not counsider serions

allusion to the Bible ill-bred? Are they not
sceptical as to the very existénce of God?
Do they not go in the teeth of the command-~
ments of Christ and the apostles? Are they
not entirely guided by their own thoughts
instead of surrendering
every thought in captivity to Christ, as Paul
wished men io do P—(2 Cor. x. §

L.7.—There is a certain amount of truth
in your remarks perhaps.

Sojourner.—The world has not changed
in its attitude towards God since the days of
Jesus ; and you know it is a man’s attitude
towards God that determines his relation to
godliness. If the world lay in wickedness in
the days of John—if it was God’s enemy
then, it must even be worse now, for it is
older and more obstinate in its sin, and
besides, we are verging towards, if not close
upon the very crisis concerning which it is
declared in the Scriptures that the harvest of
the world’s wickedness is ripe (Rev. xiv. 15},
that their wickedness is great (Joel iii., 13),
and when Jehovah is abour to come forth
from His place to punish the inhabitants of
the earth for their iniquity.—(Isa. xxvi. 21.)
Of this time it is said that * darkness covers
the earth, and gross darkness the people.”’—
(Isa. 1x. 2.) This is conclusive proof of
itself that the world of the present day is not
a whit less godless than it was in the day
when the words I have quoted were uttered.

L.T.—Well, suppose it is so, is that a
reason why vou stand apart fromus? If the
world is so bad, shouldn’t youtry and make
it better ?

Sejourner. — In God’s way, 1 have no
objection, but you ask me to do it in a way
He does not recognise and which is evil in
His sight. You ask me to unite in friend-
ship and co-operation with sinners in doing
a work which is not divine in its nature or
its objects. The public aim at their own
comfort, benefit and greatness. Their object
is not submission to God, the glory of His
name and the exaltation of the hope growing
out of His promises. All these things they
despise. Ido all T can to benefit them in
the way God has appointed. I take to them
God’s invitation, God’s glorious promises
and God’s commandments as contained in the
Holy Oracles—His written Word. I have
nothing of my own to offer, and I cannot
consent to become a vendor of husks with
them. I think of the question propounded
in Isaiah lv., “Wherefore do ye spend
your money for that which is not bread and
your labour for that which satisfieth not?”’
Could you imagine Christ working with the
world  for objects of the world’s own
devising ?

L.T.—But you are not Christ.

Sojourner.—~Neo; but if we belong to
Christ, our course will be what his was.
 He hath left us an ensample that we should
follow in his steps.”—(1 Pet. ii. 21.) The
brethren of Christ are of the same spirit and
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in the same relation to the world as he.
Where it is not so, men are not his brethren.
It is written, “If any man have not the
spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”~—~(Rom.
viii. 9.) There is no more beggarly fallacy
in circulation than that which thinks and
speaks of Christ and his apostles as belonging
to a sphere of spirituality inaccessible to
believers in general. They are, in fact, our
models, to whom we must be conformed.
What they were, we must be if we are to rank
as their brethren in the day of glory. Thus
Jesus says to His apostles: “ Ye are not of
the world, even as I am not of the world.
If .ye were of the world, the world would
love his own; but because ye are not of
the world, therefore the world hateth
you. . If the world hate you, ye
know that it hated me before it hated you,”

L.T.—Why, but that refers to the wicked
idolators of a pagan age. It does not refer to
ﬁiwlized people, such as we are surrounded

.

Sojourner.—I beg your pardon. Christ
had no dealings with the idolators of the first
century.  His operations were entirely
confined to the Jews. He expressly said he
had not come to any other, and on this
ground refused a Gentile woman’s request
for the cure of her daughter, until she
recognised her position as a dog, entitled
only to the children’s crumbs.—(Matt, xv. 24,
27.) No, it was the Jews who hated Christ
because of his testimony that their works
were evil; and the Jews were civilised and
religious people—quite as much so if not
more than the people by whom we are

_surrounded. Of course, if the Jews were

bad, the pagan Gentiles were still worse, and
the argument applies all the more forcibly to
our age of Gentile ascendancy. The be-
levers of the first century were “not of the
world;’’ and the believers of the nineteenth,
where there are any of the genuine stamp,
are no more of it than they were,

L.T.—You cannot consider all Christadel-
phians of the genuine stamp then. I know
Christadelphians that are no different from
other people.  They are as much of the
world, in all ways, as myself, that makes no
profession.

Sojourner.—1 am sorry it should be so;
but I do not make myself responsible for all
who are called Christadelphians, There are
merely ecclesiastical Christadelphians—men
who accept the doctrines of the truth as
opposed to clerical theology, but who have
not become the subjects of that quickening
by the word which transforms a carnal
Gentile into a son of God. Such are only
nominal Christadelphians, and will find the
doctrines of no use to them at Jast. I
championize no man and no company of
men. I simply contend in my day and
generation for what the apostles taught in
what they call “the whole counsel of God.”
When wen submit to this, they are brethren;

but if not, their consent to the doctrine goes
for nothing. Jesus has defined the conditions
of brotherhood. He says, “he that doeth
THE WILL OF MY FATHER, the same is my
brother.” He also says, in contrast to this,
that those who call Him “Lord, Lord,”
while walking otherwise than He walked,
will not enter the kingdom of God.

L.T.—You fix thejstandard entirely out of
reach.

Sopourner.—It is not for you or me to fix
the stardard. That has been done for us.
‘We have merely to recognise it. John says:
‘“ He that saith he abideth in him (Christ)
ought himself also to walk even as he
walked.”—(Jno. ii. 6.) He further says:
“ He that saith I know Him, and keepeth not
His commandments is a liar and the truth is
not in him,”

L.T.—Your doctrine distresses me, Mr.
Sojourner.

Sgjourner.~My doctrine is not mine. It
is the doctrine of the apostles, to whom you
profess to be subject.

L.T.—You make Christianity an im-
practicable affair. It is not in flesh and
bleod to accept such a gospel.  Your
doctrines would be more popular and stand a
far better chance in the town if you were
more liberal on these points. Your strait-
laced views turn people away.

Sojouwrner.—1 am. helpless in the matter.
It is not for me to invent views that will be
popular, or to modify the doctrine of Christ
to please men. Paal says, “ If I yet pleased
men, I should not be the servant of Christ.”
Many turned away from Christ when they
heard his sayings. They said “this is an
hard saying; who can hear it P It is not
given to every one to receive the doctrine of
Christ, which is a doctrine of taking up the
cross daily in self-denial and self-crucifixion.

L.T.—DBut it strikes me that many of the
things you quote were intended for preachers
and deacons, and bishops, and men of special
sanctity.

Sojourner.—Oh, Mr. Townaffairs! if you
knew the Scriptures, you would never
harbour such a thought for a moment.
There is no such a thing as men of special
sanctity in the New Testament body of
Christ.  They are all of one faith, having
one hope, and one spirit. Law for one is
law for all.  Hence Paul asks the believers
to be imitators of him. He says, “Be
followers of me as I am of Christ.”—(1 Cor.
xi. 1.) This, in another place, be applies to
his * doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith,
long-suffering, &e.’—(2 Tim. iii. 10.) He
likewise declares that Christ’s object in
selecting him was that he might be ¢“a
pattern to them who should hereafrer believe
on him to life everlasting.”’— (Tim. i. 16.)
You remember I quoted before that Christ is
our example; and here we have Paul in the
same light. Now don’t set it down to my
strict view if I say that Christ and Paul
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are the standard of genuine saintly de-
portment. I am tired of having apostolic
teaching set down to my strictness. The
question has pothing to do with the personal
peculiarities of any man. It is a simple
question of whether the teachings of the
apostles are to be acted out or mot. I, for
onhe, aw bent upon trying it; and it is to the
disgrace of a professedly Christian age that
sach an attempt should be regarded as
phenomenal.

L.T.—I can only say you make the way
very narrow—too narrow for practical pur-
poses. I don’t see how the world is to be
carried on with such views.

Sojourner.—Jesus declared the way was
narrow, saying: ‘“strait is the gate and
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and
few there be that find it ;”* and as for the
carrying on of the world, it was not for this
purpose the way of life was proclaimed. We
may well leave the carrying on of the world
to the world’s own children. Our business
is to ‘“keep ourselves unspotted from the
world,”” that we may be counted worthy of that
world that is coming. If we are in the
apostolic line of things, we have obeyed the
commandment which tells us to ¢ come out
from among them and be separate.”’——(2 Cor.
vi. 17.) We are, therefore, no longer of the
world, but “a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people,”
whose particular business it is ¢ to shew forth
the praises of Him who hath called us out of
dnrkness into His marvellous light.”"—(1
Pet. ii. 9.) In this position, Peter says, we
arc ‘“strangers and pilgrims,” and exhorts
us to * pass the time of our sojourning here
in fear.”

L. —1 am very sorry for you, Mr.
Sojourner. You know the Testament well:
but upon my word your views are very old-
fashioned and quite unsuited to the times we
live in. You are too theological. You
should mix among us and get some of these
notions brushed away.

Sojowrner.-—You cannot expeet me to take
your advice.

L.T.—1 don’t expect you will; but it is
good advice for all that.

Sojourner.—1I have a different estimate of
it. You and ycurs are the world to me;
and for me to make myself one with you in
your schemes, and your friendships, and
your pleasures, would be to disobey God, who
forbids it by the apostles. .

L.T.—1 can only say it is a pity.

Sojourner.--Pity in that sense is the order
of the day. The world is groaning with
pities. The cure is coming by and bye from
God, through Christ. There is no cure in
any other quarter. I mean to try and be on
the side of the cure. Itisa deprivation to
me personally to stand apart. My natural
disposition would lead me to fraternise with
all men, and to join in the good times they
have one with another; but I accept the
isolation imposed by the gospel of Christ,
which makes pilgrims of all who obey it in
truth. It is only for a while. By and bye
life will be over with us all in the natural
course; and our future will be subject to
the rule Iaid down by Christ, who says:
“He that saveth his life shall lose it, but he
that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.””
I sacrifice the present for the assured futurc
there is in Christ.

L.T.—Well, T hope we'll all wmeet in
heaven at the last.

Sojourrer.—I am sure we won’t meet there.

L.T.—1 beg pardon — I forgot —in the
kingdom I ought to have said.

Sojourner.—All will meet in the kingdom
who do the will of the Father.

L.T.—You won’t let me off, 1 sce. Well,
I wish you well, at all eveuts, and I suppose
you won’t refuse me a similar wish.

Sojourner.—~By mno means, [ wish you
the best of wishes. I wish you may see your
way to come out from the present evil world
and become a fellow-sojourner unto the
kingdom of God.

L.T.—We have had a long conversation.
I hope we may agree better next time.

Sojourner.—Amen.

SUNDAY MORNING AT THE BIRMINGHAM CHRISTADELPHIAN
ECOLERIA, No. 91,

“Exhoert one another daily.’’—PavuL.

Tue words read in the ordinary course
this morning from 1 Thess. are words of
comfort. 'T'hey are very appropriate to
our case this morniug, for we have need
of comfort. We have lost a sister whose

society was a help in Christ in the dreary
path of pilgrimage we are treading to
the kingdom of God. The loss has core
upon us very suddenly, She was with us
at the breaking of bread last Sunday
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morning, and this morning she is in her
grave, where we laid her last Friday.

We cannot help being powerfuily
exercised by such an event. Sorrow is
the uppermost feeling for the moment.
The sorrow, however, I think is for
ourselves. We have no cause to sorrow
for the dead in Christ. They are at rest;
they have got through. For them, the
interval of this dark and trying probation
exists no more. Waiting for the kingdom
is over with them. Their nex$ conscions
moment will introduce them to the great
fact of Christ having returned, to which
they looked as their star of hope during
their passage through “time’s dark
wilderness of years,” and that next
conscious moment will appear to them
immediately consecutive to the last
thought they had before closing their
eyes in death. Forthe dead we sorrow not.
In a sense, they are to be envied. It is
for ourselves we sorrow; we are left
behind, as it were. We are still in the
darkness of night, struggling along our
difficult pilgrimage with one less to
cheer and comfort us on the road.

Out of this self-sorrow, comes a lesson—
a lesson always needed though denied by
none. We hold life by a very slender
thread. Our life is but a vapour that
appeareth for a very little time and then
vanisheth away. We never know who
will go next. It may be anybody’s turn.
Who would have supposed that sister
Charles Jones would be the next to be
called from our side—from the very
midst of her earnest watchings for the
appearing of the Lord—to join the band
of those who sleep in Jesus? If we had
been asked to pick out the next most
likely to die, we should have made our
selection from several others: we cer-
tainly should not have included her in the
list. Well, as she has thus suddenly
disappeared from our midst, between one
Sunday and another, so may we,

If so, where is the wisdom of so much
care for the present life Where is the

wisdom of large aims for present ad-
vantage? When death overtakes us the
care is at an end, and the advantages
exist no longer for us: and meanwhile,
the care may have killed us ; the riches,
and the pleasures destroyed our prospects
in Christ, in having deadened the heart
and interfered with a good account for
the judgment seat. The danger in this
respect is very great because very
insidious, and it is insidious because it is
associated with so much that is legitimate.
We are apt to pass from the bounds of
what is rizht and safe to that which is
unwise and deadly before we are aware.
The cares and pleasures of life find a
powerful response in the instincts of
the natural man, which are strong with
us all, at the beginning of the race at all
events. We have to be on our guard.

A look at a dead friend now and then
is a help to this attitude of circumspection.
We realise what is wisdom for them, at all
events. We think how bootless their
anxiety, of say a week before, has been:
how well they might have spared them-
selves the loud of their cares; how
perfectly wise was their zealous addiction
to the works of Christ, which alone
remain their property in the eternal
prospect. A reasonable mind will
transfer these views from the dead to
the living ; from a dead brother or sister
to one’s own still living—but perhaps to
be soon dead—self. Such a mind will see
and feel and surrender to the force of the
apostolic precepts. Be without careful-
ness; cast your care upon God, who
careth for you. Have faith in God.
Having food and raiment, be therewith
content. Labour not to be rich. Mind
not high things. Pass the time of your
sojourning here in fear. Live soberly,
righteously and godly. Be diligent to
every good work. Seek first the kingdom
of God. Be conducted with the despised.
Be like Moses, who refused to be called
the son of Pharaob’s daughter. choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people
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of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season, esteeming the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasares of
Egypt.

By the side of the coffin, these
exhortations of the Spirit have great
torce: yet to be of benefit they must
obtain the mastery over us in the common
circumstances of every-day life, leading
us to walk as saints, “holy in all manner
of couversation,” purified unto Christ a
peculiar people, zealoas of good works,
not fashioning ourselves according to the
forser lusts in our ignorance, but walking
in the light, that we may be the children
of the light, thus made meet for the
inberitance of the saints in linht Most
people feel sulemnised in the presence of
death : but most people also go away and
forget the lessons that speak to them in
that solemnity. Nay, most people are
glad to get away, and glad to forget, glad
to rejoin the careless throng, glad to
efface the sombreness in the occupations
of pleasure, or in the laughter of the fool,
that crackles like thorns under the pot.
In this lies the difference between a wise
man and a fool: “ The heart of the wise
is in the house of mourniug, but the heart
of fuols is in the house of wmirth. 1t is
better to hear the rebuke of the wise than
for a man to hear the song of fools.” —
(Ecc. vii. 4)) How comes this? [s it
that the wise have a liking for that which
is sombre?® Is it that they have no
capacity for the cheery aspect of things?
By no means. There is a reason at the
bottown of their bent. Mourning is not a
preference, but a result, The whole
situation of things as they now are in the
world will, of its own force, cause gorrow
in every mind that perceives it. Only
those who are blind or insensible can be
unaffected by such a sitvation. It is a
sorrowful situation altogether. Folly is
in the ascendant: death reigns; God is a
stranger among the teeming multitudes,
God, who made the earth,is disowned in
it  He hath spoken good words of

promise and healing words of invitation:
yet His word is spurned, and men rus

everywhere after mere amusement with.
out God. This would all be sad enough
even if everybody had plenty, and there
were no wretched poor huddled away

" in garrets, unfed, unclad, uneducated,

uncared for, unblessed in a single
opportanity of improvement or a single
hope of release from evil plight; but
when in addition to the pleasures, thereis
the misery; when in addition to the folly,
there is the rotting poverty and hopeless
degradation of millions; whea in addition
to the wickedness, there is the blight, the
stunt, the afflicting, the Dlasting, the
crushing, the destruction of the over-
whelming bulk of mankind, at the hands
of a small section of monopolists, who
surfeit themselves with measureless
plenty, and philosophically contemplate
the wretchedness withoat through the
roseate atmosphere of their surroundings,
venturing even to think the system right
and the arrangement respectable—I say
when a man of godly aspiration realises
this situation of things, he needs not to
make any effort at sadness. FHe is sad
because there is a reason for it. He
cannot share in the sport of fools with
whom there is no recognition of the facts
of the case. If he avoids the house of
mirth, it is because mirth is misplaced in
the present state of things on earth.
There is mirth by and bye for the
righteous, but not yet. The business of
salvation is too precarious a thing to
allow of it. When the ZLondon was
slowly foundering in the Bay of Biscay.
a tipsy sailor exerted himself to get
possession of some valaables which a
passenger (bent on trying to save his life)
had thrown away among some chains
coiled on deck, and already under water.
The sailor was in vain entreated to leave
the trinkets alone and look after his life
Drink had interfered with a true
perception of his surroundings, and he
weut to the bottom in his mad attempt,
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His case is a fair illustration of the case
of the man who imperils his immortality
by present pleasures and pre-occupations.
The ship is foundering with us all; and
the chief business is to save ourselves
from this untoward generation ; a business
which involves the avoidance of many
things whicb a man merely bent on
entertainment might think proper to
engage in, and the doing of many things
which such a man would think un-
necessary. raunl defines this important
business and its}co-relevants in the well-
known words: *‘Let us lay aside every
weight and the sin which doth so easily
beset us. and run with patience the race
that is set before us. . . Weought
to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard, lest at any
time we let them slip.”” Jesus expresses
the same idea parabolically, when he
says: ‘“If thy right hand offend thee,
cut it off, It is better for thee to enter
into life hait or maimed than haviug two
hands to be cast into the fire of Gehenna.”

Because the house of mourning is
helpful to all these lessons of wisdom,
therefore, it is written, * It is better to go
to the house of mourning than to go to
the house of feasting: for thatis the end
of all living, and the living will lay it to
his heart.” But the day will come when
this relation of things will be entirely
changed. The day will come when the
house of mourning will be abolished, and
when gladness and good cheer and true
pleasure will be the portion and ever-
lasting joy of the chosen of God. This is
the day exhibited to view in the words of
Paul before us in 1 Thes. iv. 13-18. Itis
the day of the coming of the Lord, whose
mission it is at last to put an end to all
sorrow and all curse. ¢ The Lord Himself
shall descend from heaven with a shoat,
with the voice of the archangel and the
tramp of God, and the dead in Christ
shall rise first. Then those who are alive
and remain, shall be caught away to-
gether with them in clouds to meet the

Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one
another with these words.” And well
we may. [t is the comfort we need. It
is a comfort exactly suited to our case.
We shall see our sleeping friends in Christ
again. They lose nothing by going to
sleep. They awake from their deep
slumber before the living are removed.
Their resurvection is the first sign of the
Lord’'s return; for the living go with
them in company to meet Him. They
are caught away together. Therefore they
must come together first; from which it
follows—the time of the end having
arrived—fanatical as the expectation may
appear to those who have not realised the
grounds of trath on which it rests—that
we may be at any time visited by friends
whom we have laid in the grave. This
re-appearance will not alarm those who
are looking for it with a rational
expectation. It is simply a question of
restoring the combinations of elements
and impressions that made them before.
They will be the same persons we knew
before. We weren’t frightened at them
then: there will be no more reason to be
frightened at them now, when they
present themselves again in flesh and
blood as we knew them. Fright in sach
things belongs to ghostology—not to the
glorious gospel of the blessed God.

There will only be one element of fear
in the occarrence. The appearance of
the resurrected will mean that the day of
the Lord has arrived. If we are terrified
at the day of the Lord, then may we be
terrified at the re-appearance of the dead,
but not otherwise, Those who are living
as the Lord’s servants need not be afraid
of the advent of that dav. Other sorts,
doubtless, have cause for fear, even
though they may be looking for the day
of the Lord. This we learn from the
words read from Amos— strange words at
first sight: *“ Woe unto you that desire
the day of the Lord.”’—(Amos v. 18.)
Why should there be woe to any who
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desire the day of the Lord? Because of
what it has in store for them if they are
not in harmony with it. ¢ To what end
is it for you?"” continues the prophet.
¢ The day of the Lord is darkness and
not light. As if a man did flee from a
lion, and a bear met him ”—that is, an
unworthy man desiring release from the
evils of this afflicted state, will find the
day of the Lord the opposite of a release—
a worse form of evil—*“ weeping, wailing,
and gnashing ot teeth’”’—* or as if a man
went into the house and leaned his hand
against a wall and a serpent bit him ’—
that is, such a man seeking rest in the
kingdom of God, finds its arrival to be
the advent of the destroyer : * shall not
the day of the Lord be darkness and not
light ? even very dark and no brightness
in it.”

Against whom are such terrible words
directed? Is it against idolators, or
infidels, or heathen profligates? No! it
was against Israel who complied with the
forms of godliness and rendered an
external obedience, as appears from the
prophet’s continuing speech. ‘I hate
(saith God), I despise your feast days, and
I will not dwell in your solemn assemblies.
Though ye offer me durnt offerings and
your meat offerings 1 will not accept them,
neither will I regard the peace offerings of
your fat beasts. Take thou away from
me the noise of thy songs, for I will not
hear the melody of thy viols.” It was a
people offering burnt offerings and peace
offerings, holding solemn assemblies, and
singing solemn songs, that were to find
the day of the Lord darkness and not
light. How is this? These things were
ordained in the law. These services were
required by divine appointment: and yet
here is a people complying with these
divine requirements assured of their
rejection. Here are ordinances of divine
appointment declared an abomination.

Why present this discouraging picture ?
Because of its lesson. These things were
written for our instruction. So Paul

declares. And is not the lesson obvious ?
We desire the day of the Lord, and watch
for the signs of the times We hold
solemn assemblies at the breaking of
bread, and unite in the songs of God.
If Israel did all these things and were
rejected, have we any reason for con-
fidence, if our righteousness go no farther
than theirs? if our righteousness exceed
not the righteousness of the Scribes and
Pharisees ?

Why were their services unacceptable ?
The answer is evident from tae words that
cowe next after those last gnoted: “ Let
judgment run down like waters and
righteousness as a mighty stream” This
implies that the contrary state of things
prevailed, as described by Isaiah.
 Judgment is turned away backward and
justice standeth afar off, for truth is fallen
in the street, and equity cannot enter.
Yea, truth faileth, and he that departeth
from evil maketh himself a prey.”

Here is the next feature : instead of being
grieved atsuch a state of things—instead
of being zealous for righteousness in the
earth, the leading men of Israel abandoned
themselves to pleasures, and lost in the
luxuries of wealth all sensibility to the
calamities surrounding them.  Their
attitude is thus stated and condemned in
the next chapter of Amos: “ They lie upon
beds of ivory and stretch themselves upon
their couches, and eat the lambs out of
the flock and the calves ont of the midst
of the stall. They chant to the sound of
the viol and invent to themselves instru-
ments of music, like David. They drink
wine in bowls and anoint themselves with
the chiet ointments: but they are not
grieved for the afftiction of Joseph.”

What other lesson is to be extracted
from this divine picture, than that which
Jesus Himself gives us in Luke vi, 24:
“ Woe unto you that are rich, for ye have
received your consolation, Woe unto
you that are full, for ye shall hunger.
Woe unto you that laugh now, for ye
shall mourn and weep;” and again by
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COMING JUDGMENT. a7

James (v. 1, 5): “ Go to, now yerich men,
weep and howl for your miseries that
shall come upon you. .. Yehave
lived in pleasure, and been wanton. Ye
have nourished your hearts as for a day
of slaughter.” We have no rich men
among us, or next to none. Therefore,
the lesson in this form has, perhaps, no
special applicability to wus; but it is
valuable as showing that we must take
no part in the universal race after
pleasure and riches, if we desire to make
our calling and election sure; and it is
further valuable as showing that all our
meetings and our labours and our
watchings, must be sanctified with the
spirit of holy and enlightened zeal for
God, and entire consecration to His
obedience bhefore they will be of any
advantage to us. Both these lessons are
distinct and palpable in their nature, and
of urgent suitability in our situation, We
are in danger of being infected with the

all-prevalent Laodicean spirit around us.
We are in danger of sickening and dying
in the pestilential atmosphere of public
opinion. We are in danger of rejecting
the spirit of the holy oracles, because it is
not common to receive it. We are in
danger of sinking into that state in which
our very compliances with dirvine re-
quirement, so far as form goes, in
meeting and breaking bread. and singing
and praying, and contending for the faith,
are so many mere performances odious to
God; and our desire for the day of the
Lord a sentiment destined to be quenched
in the anguish of a rejection from the
Lord’s presence athis coming, The danger
will continue till the last moment, and,
therefore, till then the warping must be
sounded, “exhorticg one another daily,
and so much the more as we see the day
approaching.”
Eortox.

OOMING JUDGMENT.

There’s a sound of muttering thunder in the
distant Eastern sky,
Anad the flash of lurid lightning flits athwart the
wondering eye,
And many a cheek grows pallid at the seer’s
warning cry—
The judgment’s rolling on.

The plow has left the furrow to be moulded into
spears,
And the sword is wrought of pruning hooks with
strange portentous fears,
While many a watchman’s crying, in these grand
prophetic years—
The judgment’s rolling on.

The wicked nations of the earth like drunken
men shall reel,
'Mid the shock of marshalled armies and the
clash of glittering steel,
And the cannon’s mouth shall thunder out in
wild terrific peal—
The judgment’s rolling on.

“The whole creation travaileth and groaneth
until now,”
Ag the myriads upon myriads to Apollyon’s man-
dates bow,
But there’s nothing that can hinder God’s irrev-
ocable vow—
The judgment’s rolling on.

’Tis “ thus far, and no farther,” that the wicked
ones can go,
With their sowing and his reaping in this fallen
world of woe,
For Jehovah whom we’re trusting, is his all-
avenging foe.
The judgment’s rolling on.

The armies of the heavens on their steeds of
spotless white,
‘With the “ King of kings” for Captain, clothed
in robes of living light,
Make haste their preparation for great Arma-
geddon’s fight.
The judgment’s rolling on.

The heavens soon shall open for the coming of
the Lord,
Ye can almost see the glory, O ye saints who
trust His word,
Ye shall hide in His pavilion while the floods of
wrath are poured.
The judgment’s rolling on.

On the riven Mount of Olivet His burning feet
shall stand,
With his enemies before him gathered out of
every land,
He shall scourge the wicked nations with his
dreadful sword in hand.
The judgment’s rolling on.
S.W.P,
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THE BIBLE TRUE;

OR,

ARGUMENTS, ARTICLES, PAPERS, EXTRACTS AND MISCELLANEOUS MATTER, FROM
VARIOUS SOURCES TO PROVE THAT
THE SCRIPTURES ARE THE AUTHENTIC AND GENUINE RECORDS OF
DIVINE REVELATION,

AND THE ONLY SOURCE AT PRESENT AVAILABLE TO MAN OF TRUE KNOWLEDGE CONCLRN-
ING A FUTURE LIFE, AND THE WAY BY WHICH IT IS TO BE SECURED.

 Concerning Thy testimonies, I have known of old that Thou hast founded them for ever. Thy word is

$rue from the beginning.”—(Psalm exix. 152, 160.)

* Come hither, and hear the word of the Lord your God.”—{(Jos. iii. 9.)
“ He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully : what is the chaff (dreams) to the wheat ? "—

(Jer. xxiii. 28.)

“ When ye received the word of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as

4t is in truth, the word of God.”—(1 Thess. ii. 18).

“ The prophecy came not in old time by the will of man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved

by the Holy Spirit.”—(2 Peter i. 21.)

“ God, who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in times unto the fathers by the prophets, hath
in these last days spoken to us by His Son.”—(Heb. i. 1).

% The sword of the Spirit is the word of God.”—(Eph. vi. 17).

“ Al Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,

for instruction in righteousness.”—(2 Tim. iii. 16).

¢ Whoso despiscth the word shall be destroyed.”—(Prov. xiii. 13).
¢ Their root shall be as rottenness and their blossom shall go up as dust, because they have cast away the
faw of the Lord of Hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.”'—Isainh v. 24).

HOW THE ANCIENT INSCRIPTIONS
WERE DECIPHERED.

“THE development of the hieroglyphics
which constitute the language of
ancient Egypt, rests mainly upon a
document, of which most of you have
probably heard—the Rosetta Stone.
This remarkable monument, discovered
by the French in 1799, and shortly after-
wards brought to England, is one of the
main treasures of the British Museum.
It contains three copies of the same pro-
clamation or decree—one written in
hieroglyphics, one in a running hand or
cursive character, known as the Hieratie,
and one in very clear and legible Greek.
Setting aside the Hieratic column, which
did not help the decipherment, I may say
briefly that the entire power of reading
the Egyptian hieroglyphics grew out of
the study of this stone, and a comparison
of the hieroglyphic with the Greek ver-
sion. The document is a long one, the
Greek version consisting of 54 long lines,
each containing on an average 125 letters.

By its aid the discovery was soon made
that the hieroglyphical signs or pictures
were (with few exceptions,) phonetic,
and the alphabetic value of each was in
a short time determined. The hiero-
glyphical inscription was in this way
read, and then it was analysed minutely ;
the grammatical forms of the old Egyp-
tian language were determined, a consid-
erable vocabulary was collected, and a
solid beginning was made, from which by
careful study, all other hieroglyphical
inscriptions might be made out. Such
was the case with respect to the hiero-
glyphics. With regard to the cuneiform
inscriptions the case is different. Here
no ‘Rosetta Stone’ has come to light,
rendering the work of decipherment
comparatively speaking, easy. The whole
process was one, in the first instance, of
conjecture. The investigatorsset to work
as they would to discover a cypher. The
groups of characters which, by their
frequent occurrence, and by the positions
that they held, appeared to be proper
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names, were assumed to be such, and it | Assyrian or Babylonian inscriptions.

was asked what names in the known
lists of Oriental monarchs they eould
possibly represent. The experiment was
especially made upon a list of three
names, apparently those of a father, a
son, and a grandson, each quite different
from the other two, and it appeared that
in the known royal pedigrees of the East,
there was but a single list of three which
fitted the cuneiform series, the recurring
leiters being allin the right places. These
names were Hystaspes (or Vishtaspes),
the Gustasp of the later Persians, Darius,
and Xerxes (or Khshayarsha), the
Ahashverosh (Ahasuerus) of the He-
brews. The powers of twelve letters
were obtained from these names, From
the pedigree of Darius, found at
Behistun, the previous guesses were
most of them confirmed; while four
more identifications of letters were made
in addition.  An application of the
sixteen letters thus identified to cunei-
form inscriptions of the same class,
revealed three long lists of geographic
names, some of which were read wholly
by means of the previous identifications,
while others helped to determine fresh
letters. In this way, from personal and
geographical names, the alphabet was
guessed; and this alphabet, being
applied to long inscriptions, it was found
that they were readily intelligible to
those who understood Sanskrit, Zend and
modern Persian, three cognate tongues
belonging to the part of Asia in which
the inscriptions were found. In this
way was deciphered and interpreted one
kind of cuneiform writing--that which
was found to have been used by the
ancient Persians, the subjects of Cyrus
and Cambyses, of Darius Hystaspes and
Xerxes of the three Artaxerxes, known as
Longimanus, Mnemon and Ochus, of
Darius Nothus and Darius Codomannus,
the antagonist of Alexander the Great.
Hitherto, however, nothing had been
done towards the decipherment of the

These were written in an entirely differ-
ent species of cuneiform, far more com-
plicated than the Persian, one containing
from three to four hundred characters—
impenetrable as a cipher, unless some
clue could be obtained to it. A clue,
however, was not wanting. The inscrip-
tions previously deciphered, were accom-
panied, in almost every instance, by a
transeript, in a character which was seen
at a glance to be identical with that on
the bricks of Babylon and on the slabs
discovered in the Royal Palace of
Nineveh. It was laborious, but it was
not difficult, to make an analysis of one
of these Babylonian transcripts, and, by
means of the proper names, to fix the
values of the several characters, after
which it became possible to read phoneti-
cally the entire inscription. When this
was done, the result was found to be no
strange or uncouth tongue, but one
readily intelligible to those acquainted
with Hebrew, Chaldee and Arabic—a
mere dialectic variety of the well-known
Semitic speech. Such is the mode in
which the inscriptions of Assyria have
been read.” —(Canon Rawlinson, brother
to Sir Henry Rawlinson, who played a
prominent part in the discoveries de-
scribed.)

REVELATION SPEAKS WHERE SCIENCE

IS SILENT.
In his work, just published, Dr.
Drysdale says, *“All that can le-

gitimately be deduced from science is
simply that we cannot by it prove the
existence of God—a conclusion entirely
negative — and which, by no means,
excludes knowledge from other sources.
If some are willing to accept negative
Atheism as their creed here, and feel no
repugnance to the prospect of annmihila-
tion hereafter, others are far differently
constituted.  To them the idea of a
universe, without plan and moral pur-
pose, and the sight of a being like man
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with such transcendant mental capacities,
weltering on from age to age in sorrow
and suffering, with nothing at the end
but a meaningless extinetion, is perfeetly
overwhelming, and they are irresistibly
impelled to escape from it. Even the
bloody and pedantic Robespierre was
fain to fall back upon his ridiculous and
theoretical rehabilitation of the Etre
Supreme, when he saw speculative
Atheism translated from the easy chair
of the philosopher to the anarchy of an
ignorant and starving populace. And
J. 8. Mill recoiled, in the latter part of
his life, from the outcome of his own
teaching ; and to this is, no doubt, owing
his revulsion into Deism. It was
probably owing to still existing early
prejudices against Christianity that a
man of such profound intellect and
candour of heart should have been com-
pelled to be satisfied—though had he
lived, we may imagine it would not have
been for long—~with a God mutilated in
power, and with the conclusion, in
respect to ourselves, that there is no
assurance whatever of a life after death
on the grounds of natural religion.”

“ Dr. Drysdale’s splendid defence of an
historical Christ,”” says the Liwverpool
Mercury, “and his -contention that
‘revelation is the only escape,” leave
nothing to be desired; while there is
something finer than eloquence in a
passage like this, about which there can
be no possible mistake : ’ Our attitude in
this category may be compared to that
of the humble publican, who prostrates
himself on the floor of the Temple and
cries aloud in agony, overwhelmed by
the cruel and crushing power of natural
laws and the blank emptiness of all
visible signs of the presence of God in
nature. Is the cry to go up to heaven for
ever and no answer to be vouchsafed?
No! a thousand times, No! For from
the depths of the unseen world the voice
of the Almighty Himself has been
heard, declaring His will and His

nature and purpose, so far as seemed to
Him good and as we are fitted to com-
prehend. Surely, therefore, even alto-
gether apart from the transcendant im-
portance of the purpose fulfilled by the
divine interposition, the very knowledge
the revelation brings to fill up the fearful
gap in natural science, must make it a
message indeed of glad tidings.”

THE UNCERTAINTIES OF MODERN
SCIENCE,

( Continsed from page 553, Vol. XIV.}

“ Giravitation, then, is no blind neces-
gity, but a law of nature, proved by a
combination of experience and deductive
reasoning, and which thus implies and
requires the choice of a Divine Law-
giver. But is it mediate or ultimate?
If mediate, so as to have some other
physical cause, what is the medium on
which it depends? If ultimate, which is
the true conception of it, universal
attraction or wuniversal appetency ?
Here we find the nucleus of certain
truth surronnded by a large and ample
nebula of rival theories and doubtful
speculations.

Newton has been careful to remark
that he gives no decision on the physical
cause of gravity, if such there be. ‘I
use the words’ he says, ‘attraction,
impulse, propensity, promiscuously and
indifferently one for another. Wherefore
the reader is not to imagine by these
words I anywhere take on me to define
the kind or manner of any action, the
causes or reasons thereof, or attribute
forces in a true and physical sense to
certain centres, when I speak of them as
attracting, or endued with attractive
powers.’

Of this general view there have been
three varieties. First, that of Le Sage,
that it depends on the impact of
ultramundane corpuscles, flying in
streams in all directions through space.
He conceives them to come from beyond



The Christadelphian,
Jan, 1,1878.

THE BIBLE TRUE. 31

the limits of the known universe, and to
produce attraction by impact on the
molecules of matter, each screening its
neighbour from some part or fraction of
this celestial bombardment. A most
grotesque machinery for securing the
desired result! But there is a plain
and fundamental objection. If the
molecules of matter are perfectly elastic
to their etherealassailants, the differential
effect would cease, and the action be
equal on all sides. If their motion is
quenched after the impact, the energy
thus transferred from the ether to the
matter on which it impinges, must raise
the whole universe to a white heat in a
few seconds.

A second theory, hinted at, rather than
proposed, is of this kind. ¢ If we suppose
all space filled with a uniform, incom-
proessible fluid, and that material bodies
are always generating and emitting this
fluid at a constant rate, the fluid
flowing off to infinity, or else absorbing
and annihilating it, the fluid flowing in
from infinite space, the result would be
an attractive tendency between any two
bodies as the inverse square.” On this
suggestion of Sir W. Thomson, Pro-
fessor Maxwell justly observes, that such
an hypothesis, of a fluid constantly
flowing out with no source of supply, or
flowing in without any escape, is so
contrary to all experience that it cannot
be called an explanation. But, with all
deference to two mathematicians so
eminent, I believe that the hypothesis is
self-contradictory and impossible. If
each particle of matter is surrounded by
a plenum, nothing could flow out of it,
for no room would be left into which it
could flow. If by a fluid not a plenum,
but homogeneous, as the hypothesis
requires, it must cease to be homogeneous
from the first moment when the overflow
began.

A third hypothesis assumes that
gravitation results from unequal pressure
of the ether on the inner and outer side

of each pair of masses or atoms. This is
the view modestly proposed in Newton's
21st query. But his mind could not
have found rest in it, since later on he
inclines to a different and very opposite
view. The one thing of which he seems
to be sure is the exact converse of modern
materialism. The main business, he
says, of Natural Philosophy is to argue
from phenomena, and deduce causes
from effects, ‘till we come to the First
Cause, which is certainly not mechanical.’

But this attempt to explain gravity,
either by vibrations of ether, or differ-
ences of ethereal pressure, in spite of the
high names which have inclined to it or
adopted it, seems to me open to decisive
and fatal objection.

But ¢ whether thus these things, or
whether not,” whether gravitation be
mediate or immediate, attraction or
appetency, I think it must be plain that
the nucleus of solid truth, even in
Newton’s great discovery, is encompassed
to this hour with a vast nebula of what
is doubtful, indeterminate, and obscure.

II.—The nature of matter is the next
subject to be considered. Are modern
materialists fully agreed in the nature of
this new divinity, which is their only
substitute for the God of the Bible ?
‘When we look closely, what do we find ?
Nothing but obscurity and contradiction,
clouds and thick darkness.

And first, this matter, which, according
to Dr. Tyndall, has ‘the promise and
potency of all terrestrial life, does it
really exist at all? The leaders of the
pew philosophy are not agreed, even as
to its bare existence. The doctrine of
Berkeley, which denies an objective
material world, and reduces everything
to mental ideas and sensations, has had
many disciples down to our own day.
Mr. Mill speaks with scorn of those who
profess to see in this theory any
contradiction of reason and common
sense. He adopts it fally, and would
baptize all material objects by a new
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name. They are things no longer, but
only ‘permanent possibilities of sensa-
tion” But how can feelings and
sensations be possible, if there is no-
thing to be felt, and no person to feel ?
The whole universe of thought becomes a
multiplied heap of sentences, in which
the copula only is left, and both the
subject and the object are stolen away.

Such is the first variety in that
sensational creed, which is to replace
Christian faith and belief in the Bible.
Mind, perhaps, may exist, and at least
a compromise is proposed. ‘The wisest
thing is to accept the inexplicable fact
(of memory) without any theory of how
it takes place; and when we speak of it
in terms which assume a theory, to use
them with a reservation as to their
meaning. No such difficulties attend the
theory in its application to matter.’
That is, in plainer words, we may speak
of minds as existent, reserving a secret
dounbt whether they exist or not. Butin
the case of matter the reserve is needless,
and we may safely adopt the theory of
its non-existence, as anything apart from
a percipient mind.

It is the striking remark of Gibbon
on the history of Bajazet: ¢The savage
would have devoured his prey, if in the
fatal moment he had not been devoured
by another savage stronger than him-
self” And here we have a sign that,
while Materialism is prophesying its
victories and seeking to engulf both
morality and religion within its raven-
ous jaws, Nihilism, another form of
error, is lying in wait for it to destroy it
in its turn, and replace it by a negative
creed of nothingness and utter dark-
ness,

Let us turn to Mr. Spencer and see
there another form of the materialising

theory. His doctrine may be summed
up in two or three principles. First,
matter is  indestructible, and this

indestructibility is an a priori truth,

since no demonstration of it a poster- |

iori is possible. Secondly, matter, as
an absolute reality, is some mode of
the unknowable, related to the matter
we know as canse to effect. Thirdly,
phenomenal matter, the relative reality
we know is made up of the phenomena or
sensations we experience from material
objects.

We are thus involved, a second time,
in a hopeless contradiction. Phenomenal
matter is constantly destroyed. The
candle burns away and disappears. The
gunpowder explodes and vanishes, and
the sensations it gave to our touch and
sight enme to an end. The cloud melts
away into the blue sky, and is no more.
But non-phenomenal matter—the abso-
lute reality—by the theory, is one form
of the unknowable. Of this we cannot
know, then, whether it can or eannot be
destroyed. And still the indestructi-
bility of matter is to be reckoned a
fundamental, @ priori truth. What con-
tradiction can be more complete ? How
can we found an all-conquering, all-
inclusive philosophy on the basis of a
palpable contradiction ?

But this is only the first step in the
internal antagonisms of this material
philosophy. First, physicists are not
agreed whether matter is to reign alone,
or whether there is an ether also to share
its dominion. M. Comte, Justice Grove,
and some others, hold the first alterna-
tive, but nine-tenths of scientific students
adopt the other view. In this, I believe,
they are fully justified by the facts of
science. But then we have, in this one
fact, a barrier which the tide-wave of
Materialism can never surmount, and
though its waves may toss themselves,
they can never prevail against it. It is
hard and impossible to conceive of
millions or trillions of atoms creating
themselves. But it is harder and still
more impossible to conceive that each of
them chooses, in the moment of its birth,
whether it shall become an atom of
matter or one of ether.
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Let wus briefly compare our know-
ledge and ignorance on this question of
the nature of matter, so fundamental in
the philosophy of Materialism. We
know, first, in spite of Mr. Mill’s dissent,
that matter does exist, is an objective
reality, and no mere possibility of men-
tal sensations. We know, mnext, in
contrast to Mr. Spencer, that some
knowledge of its properties is attainable,
and that it does not belong to an Abso-
lute Something, wholly unknowable. We
have strong reason to believe that it is
composed of ultimate atoms, whether
finite in size or force-centres and points,
whether of various shapes or spheres
only. My comviction is that we may
know further that the vortex atoms of
Helmholtz are impossible figments, and
the hypothesis, instead of being self-
consistent, involves more than one direct
and essential contradiction.
do we know beside concerning its na-
ture? Almost nothing. We do not
know certainly whether these atoms are
finite in size or force-centres, whether
various in shape, if finite or spheres;
whether the chemical elements have
atoms essentially distinct or convertible
into each other; whether or not these
atoms have any powers at all, except
change of place, attraction and repulsion,
or appetency and aversion. In their
laws, as detected by science, there is
nothing at all which can explain either
their number, why they are not fewer or
more numerous; or their position, why
they are at such and such distances and
in such directions and not in others; or
their distinctive laws of mutual action,
in approaching to or receding from each
other. For all these there is and can be
no key or reasonable explanation, but in
the decree and will of an all-wise
Creator, the Supreme Lord and Archi-
tect of the material universe.”

(To be continued.)

But what |

PROVED TRUSTWORTHINESS OF
THE WRITINGS OF MOSLES (KNOWN AS
THE PENTATEUCH).

(Continued from p. 555, Vol. XIV.)

“TrE testimony of Ezekiel is overlapped
by that of Jeremiah, who was partly his
contemporary and partly his predecessor;
whose writings, also, with a few excep-
tions to which it is not necessary now to
refer, have stood the test of modern criti-
cism. If Jeremiah knew a Divine law, it
must be that known to Ezekiel, and
therefore, that known to us. That a law
was known to him is certain. He men-
tions it expressly, and often quotes it.
Thus, in ix. 18 (12), the Lord says,
‘They have forsaken my law which I
set before them ;’ and xvi. 11, ‘They have
not kept my law;’ and vi. 19, ‘They
have not hearkened unto my words, nor
to my law, but have rejected it;’ and
again, xxxii. 22, the prophet says, ‘ They
have not obeyed Thy voice, neither walk-
ed in Thy law.” But some will perhaps
say, as some have said, that of course the
law was known to Jeremiah, as in his
days the Book of the Law is said to have
been found in the Temple; but that,
before that book was found, it was un-
and therefore, fabricated by
Hilkiah and bis fellow priests, and im-
pused upon Josiah, The reasoning upon
which former sceptics arrived at this
conclusion is absurd. They argue thus:
A book was found, or pretended to be
found, by the priest, who said, ‘I have
found the Book of the Law,’ which never
existed, and of course was unknown to
the king and the people; andyet, though
utterly unknown, it was instantly received
by the king and all the people, without
suspicion or enquiry, and all submitted to
the extirpation of the idolatries then
practised, and to the burdens which it
imposed ; and, according to this unknown
book, reformed Church and State; and
although they had never before heard of
its enactments, believed that it had becn

known,
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observed by their fathers from the days
of Moses. This is plainly impossible.
That the king and the court, and many of
the people, might have been, and probably
were, ignorant of the contents of the law,
is highly probable. The two preceding
reigns had been decidedly hostile to true
religion. Manasseh was both a seducer
and a persecutor. ‘Xe seduced them to
do more evil than did the nations whom
the Lord destroyed before the children of
Israel” He reared up altars for Baal
and Asherah, and worshipped all the
host of heaven in the courts of the Lord's
house, and filled Jerusalem with innocent
blood. Amon, his successor, walked in
the ways that his father walked in, and
served the idols that his father served ;
and these kings were followed by priests,
prophets and people, as we find Jeremiah

complaining, ‘The priests said not,
Where is the Lord ¥ The

pastors also transgressed against me, and
the prophets prophesied by Baal

The house of Israel is ashamed: they,
their kings, their princes, their prophets,
saying to a stock, Thou art my father!
and to a stone, Thou hast brought me
forth ! '—(Jer. ii. 8, 26). Even of Jeru-
salem itself he says, ‘There is not one
that seeketh the truth.—(v. 1). No
wonder, then, that they permitted the
Temple to go to ruin, and the copy of
the Law, belonging to it—perhaps the
very autograph of Moses—to be lost.
No wonder if Josiah, with such a father
and grandfather, such priests and such a
court, had been ignorant of the denuncia-
tions of the TLaw. Hilkiah, on the
contrary, was not astonished. He says,
‘I have found the Book of the Law.” He
knew, therefore, that there was such a
book, and says, ‘I have found it As
Thenius, who is certainly no believer in
inspiration, says in his Commentary,
*The expression, the Book of the Law,
shows plainly that the question here is
not about something that was already

does not believe that the book found was
our present Pentateuch, but he believes
that what was found was not something
new, or something never heard of before,
but a written law, previously known.
He believes that such a written law
had existed, just as Hitzig asserts
in  his Commentary on Jeremiah
(page 60), that a written law had always
existed in Judah. But as the law known
to Ezekiel was our present Pentateuch,
that known to Jeremiah before the finding
of the book, can be proved by his pro-
phecies, delivered at the beginning of his
ministry. He began to prophesy in the
thirteenth year of Josiah. The Book of
the Law was not found until the eight-
eenth year of that king. Now even
Hitzig admits that chapters ii. 1—viii. 17
were written before the eighteenth year,
and the second chapter probably iu the
thirteenth year of Josiah, that is the first
of Jeremiah’s ministry. Both testify to
the existence of the Law. In Jer. ii. 8
it is said, ‘they that handle the luw
CWDN AR know me mot;”
and in viii. 8, * How say ye, We are wise,
and the law of the Lord is with us®”
Before the finding of the book, therefore,
‘the law’ existed, and was called * The
Law of the Lord.” These chapters also
contain references and quotations which
serve to identify it with the present
Pentateuch. Thus, chap. it. 6: “Neither
said they, where is the Lord that brought
us up out of the land of Egypt, that led
us through the wilderness, through a
land of deserts and pits, through a land
of drought, and of the shadow of death,
through a land that no man passed
through, and where no man dwelt ¥ And
I brought you into a plentiful country,
to eat the fruif thereof and the goodness
thereof : but when ye entered ye defiled
my land, and made mine heritage an
abomination.” Here are allusions, either
in sense or word, or both, to Dcut. viii.
15; Numb. xiv. 7, 8; Lev. xviii. 25 —-28;

known.” It is true that this commentator | Numb. xxxv. 33, 34. In verse 28 the
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prophet says, ‘ where are thy gods, that
thou hast made thee ? let them arise if
they can save thee in the time of
trouble,” evidently a quotation of Deut.
xxxii. 37, 38. Chapter iii. 1 is an
undoubted reference to Deut. xxiv. 3, 4.
Chapter iii. 16 refers to a number of
places in the Pentateuch, and the chief
features in the Mosaic worship: “In
those days, saith the Lord, they shall say
no more, the ark of the covenant of the
Lord ; neither shall it come to my mind ;
neither shall they remember it, neither
shall they visit it, neither shall that be
done any more.” This tells us that there
was a covenant. Exod. xxziv. 7, 8;
Deut. v. 2, 3, that there was an ‘ark of
the covenant of the Lord’—the very
words found Numb. x. 33, and Deut.
xxxi. 26, that the Israelites used to visit
it—words to be explained only by the
commands, to go up three times in the
year— (Exod. xxiii. 17; Deut. xvi. 16.)
In the days of Jeremiah, before the
finding of the book, therefore, the whole
history of the covenant, that is, in fact,
of the giving of the laws, all the
directions about the ark, the three great
feasts, is presupposed, and, without the
existence of the Pentateuch, would be
unintelligible. Chapter iv. 4, ‘Circum-
cise yourselves to the Lord, is a
quotation from Deut. x. 16, and an
allusion to Deut. xxx. 6, and contains a
figure found in no other sacred writer.
Chapter v. 15, ‘Lo, I will bring a nation
upon you from far, O house of Israel,
saith the Lord God. . . . a
nation whose language thou knowest not,
neither understandest what they say,’” is
a quotation from Deut. xxviii. 49; and
verse 17, ‘they shall eat up their harvest,’
&ec., from Lev. xxvi. 16, and Deut. xxviii.
81. Again, in chap. vii. 6, * Oppress not
the stranger, the fatherless, and the
widow, and shed not innocent blood in
this place, neither walk after other gods
to your hurt: then will I cause you to
dwell in the land that I gave to your

fathers,” are unmistakeable allusions to
Exod. xxii. 21 ; Deut. xix. 10, vi. 14, 15,
iv. 10; Gen. xv. 18, xvii. 8, xxvi. 3, &e.
The prophecies written subsequently to
the finding of the book also contain
numerous undoubted allusions to, or
quotations from the Pentateuch; but
those written before that time prove
abundantly that Jeremiah, like Ezekiel,
was well acquainted with the letter and
the spirit of that law, which we now
know as the Pentateuch. There can,
therefore, be no doubt that ‘The Law’
of which he speaks as the Law of the
Lord, existing at the same time as that
known to Ezekiel, must be identical with
it, and also with ¢ The Book of the Law’
found in the Temple. And thus the
existence of the Pentateuch from the
days of our Lord to the thirteenth year
of Josiah is firmly established. But it
was not then invented nor written for
the first time : it was not any thing new.
Jeremiah had known it from his youth,
for he was called at an early age. The
people knew it as well as the prophet;
and therefore it could not have been
invented any very short time preceding
that in which Jeremiah began to
prophesy. Neither could it have been
invented in the days of Amon or
Manasseh. Theirs were not days for
trying to introduce a new religious
system of laws, of which the great object
was to extirpate idolatry. And therefore
we must pursue our inquiry to the time of
Hezekiah.”
(T'0 be continued.)

GENUINENESS OF THE BOOK OF THE
PROPHET DANIEL.

(Continued from page 588, Vol. XIV.)

5 THUS, then, do the arguments against
the authenticity of Daniel, whether
drawn from external facts or internal
statements, fail in impugning the evi-
dence that this book was an ancient
Jewish writing, known and received as
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authoritative from before the Maccabean
times. The investigations of  these
arguments have, however, not a mere
negative value, for they lead us to the
internal proof of the genuineness of the
book.

A strong evidence of this kind has just
been given. I shall not elaborate others
in their detail, but I will give the heads
of argument which might be dwelt on at
great length, in proof that in the Book
of Daniel we have to do with that which
has proceeded from no forger’s hand.

1.—The names of kings are so intro-
duced as to appear as if the account pro-
ceeded from one who was familiar with
the subject, and who did not consider
explanations of who persons were and of
historic connections to be necessary.
All these things seem to exhibit a con-
temporary writer, whose book was
“primarily intended for contemporaries.

2,—A. forger would have been but
little likely to commence his book with
an account of Nebuchadnezzar, ‘in the
third year of Jehoiakim,” which cannot,
without difficulty be identified with any
invasion of which we know from other
sources. To give this introduction was
only natural cn the part of the real
Daniel.

3.—A forger in the Maccabean age
would hardly have stated (i. 7) that
Daniel and his companions received and
bore names taken from the idols of
Babylon.

4. - The omission of any reason being
stated why *the portion of the king’s
meat (1. 8) would defile is what could
not have been expected from a pseudo-
Danicl.

5.—The date at the beginning of chap.
il, can only be accounted for, standing
as it does without explanation, on the
supposition that all was clear to the
writer, and the original readers, from
their knowledge of the circumstances.

6.—In this chapter we are told how it
was that Daniel and his fellows were not

brought before the king with the other
wise men of Babylon, when yet they
were sought for to be destroyed with
them. Had not this proceeded from the
genuine Daniel, more pragmatism might
have been expected.

7.—8o, too, in chap. iii,, Daniel does
not appear on the scene at all. Had the
book been forged with a purpose, this
surely would not have been the case.

8.—Also in case of such forgery, it
would be, at least, remarkable that the
three who were cast into the fiery
furnace should disappear from the scemne,
and that this deliverance was not made
the basis of a further history.

9.—In chap iv. Daniel was not called
on to interpret the king’s dream until
after the others had failed; and yet in
chap. ii. he only had been able, in a
similar case, to reveal what the king
needed. This looks more like historie
truth, leaving many things unexplained,
than a mere product of imagination.

10.—Chap. v. is remarkable for the
points in which it accords with the
accounts subsequently current, and for
the particulars in which it contradicts
them. There is no explanation who
Belshazzar is, or to whom he succeeded;
the reigns of Evil-Merodach (B.C. 562-
560), his brother-in-law Neriglissor (B.C.
5569-556), and Laboraso-archod (nine
months) are passed by, and then this last
king is introduced by a name wholly
different from that which he bears in
profane historians. His origin, too, is
here boldly stated as being the son (or
descendant) of Nebuchadnezzar; while
some profane historians represent him as
not allied to the royal house. Would a
forger have contradicted the accounts
current in his days in so marked a
manner ?

11.— So, too, as to the death of this
last king, which this chapter distinctly
states: would a writer of a supposititi-
ous book have introduced this, so as
to differ from Berosus and Abydenus?
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Would he have gone out of his way to
invent a contradiction ?

12.—It would be remarkable to find
a Median Darius spoken of as ruling
in Babylon,—a reign almost unknown
to profane history,—unless the book was
genuine and contemporary.

13.—8o, too, as to the promotion of
Daniel, a Jew, and one who had been
with the destroyed dynasty.

14.—Daniel was the first of three
presidents, and yet in the history, as it
stands, Darius receives the presidents
and princes without Daniel, and puts
forth a decree as coming from them
unitedly, of which Daniel had not heard.
This does not look like a planned fiction.

16.—Daniel, in chap. viii. 2, says, ‘I
saw in a vision; and it came to pass,
when I saw, that I was at Shushan, in
the palace, which is in the province of
Elam.” He does not explicitly state
whether he was there personally or in
vision.  Difficulties have been drawn
from this verse, as to whether Elam
was at all under the rule of Belshazzar,
and thus whether Daniel could have
been there personally ; also, it has been
questioned whether Shushan (Susa) was
built at that time. Are these difficulties
marks of authenticity or of imposture?
—ot authenticity which leaves points to
be understood by the reader, or of
imposture, which naturally would avoid
stating anything, without explanation,
to which objection could be made ?

16.—Chap. ix. contains Daniel's prayer

for the restoration of his people: chap.
x. commences with the third year of
Cyras; and yet not a word do we find
about the restoration of Daniel’s people,
in the first year of Cyrus, in answer
to his prayer. This silence, as to a
leading fact, argues the real Daniel, and
not an impostor.

17.—The mention of superhuman
powers, called the prince of Persia and
the prince of Grecia, in chapters x. and
xi., without explanation, is an indication
of the absence of all fraudulent design.
‘We are inclined to ask who and what
they were. These powers are able to
hinder the angel of God (or at least are
permitted to do so) for a time; and
that in a book which so specially sets
forth the supremacy and omnipotence of
the God of Israel. This has not the
mark of a book constructed for a purpose
by an ingenious impostor.

These are some of the internal points
which might be made the basis of
lengthened argument. The particular
passages might be greatly multiplied,
and the combined force of this kind of
evidence would show, that if the external
testimony to the genuineness of Daniel
be not true, then the book presents
phenomena wholly inexplicable— diffi-
culties to be accounted for, which vanish
when the truth of the received account
is admitted, in accordance with the
external evidence that the book was
written by Daniel in the captivity.”

(Te be continued.)

THE HYMN BOOX AND ECCLESIAL SINGING.

6, York Prace, Suerr-Sr., WINDSOR,
Dec. 3rd, 1877.

DEear Bro.—My motive for writing is
to be found inside the cover of this
month’s Christadelphian. Not that I
have anything especially good to contri-
bute, but having had a little practice at
this kind of work, I thought that what
experience had taught me might not be

totally valueless to some others, who,
like myself, take delight, when merry, in
singing psalms and spiritual songs,
making melody in their hearts unto the
Lord. It will be found, I think, by
experience that the majority of Christ-
adelphians are people who enjoy singing,
but have very little natural adaptedness
for becoming sufficiently familiar with
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the technicalities of music as to sing
therefrom with ease and without losing
the import of the words. This being so,
those who are able to sing from the
music should always endeavour to lead
the singing, and keep it to the pitch and
to the time (that is supposing there be
no instrument), while if those who are
not so able, will get the tune by ear and
sing heartily, giving the expression
which they think the words require, the
result will be found to be far more satis-
factory than stumbling along either with
the old or new notation, with just
sufficient knowledge to distract attention
from the words but not enough to sing
easily. I think it is a mistake to follow
the expression, as marked, too closely,
for this reason: if a thing be sung
loudly because it is marked “forte.” it is
often a mere shout, but if one is singing
appropriate words to an appropriate
tune, the “fortes” and * pianos’ come
naturally and the result is truer and
more natural than in the former case.
One thing to be remembered is that the
object of music is not to be heard for its

own sake, but to give the clearest,
and best enunciation of the words by a
number of voices in unison. This sup-
plies the reason why words relating to
death, the grave, &ec., should be wedded
to sad and solemn strains, and vice versa.
I do mnot wish to discourage the
practice of music, which has, I believe,
a very refining influence; but, at the
same time, it is a thing which is very
liable to exert an undue fascination on its
admirers, and to lead to its being prac-
tised for its own sake and not made
subservient to its due purpose. The best
singing, for ecclesial purposes, is only to
be obtained by a thorough and hearty
appreciation of the words, and if the
music be suitable, the words will find
their expression therein. Hoping to
stand with you among those who shall
sing the song of Moses and the Lamb,
I am, your brother in Christ, Gro. F.
Laxs.

[We shall be glad to publish further
communications on this subject.—
Eprror.]

The dhristadelphian.

He is not ashamed to call them brethren. .- (Heb. ii. 11.)

JANUARY, 1878.

WE know not what a day may bring forth.
This is true at any time; but it has a special
significance in the presence of the deepening
crisis in the affairs of the world, for which
brethren havebeen looking so long,and which
is now filling all hearts but theirs with fear.
We know not what this year will bring forth:
we know what it may bring forth. It may
bring the gladsome and long-promised re-
arrival of the Lord in the earth—not, indeed,
to the world and its complicated affairs, but
to his own looking, loving, longing people—
most of them in the dust—who have been
taught by the gospel since the day that
Paul preached, to look for this as the eul-
mination of their whole work of faith, and
labour of love, and patience of hope.

When “the fulness of the time was come,”
God sent forth His Son, 1,800 yearsago. Men
were busy and unconcerned about God then
as now; but potwithstanding this, and that
all things continued as they were from the

beginning, the angel of the Lord announced
to a few humble waiting shepherds, as
representing the whole body of the children
of God, the momentous fact: “ Unto you is
born this day in the city of David, a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.” So in 1878, if
the fulness of the time has come, the busy-
ness of thronging towns of unbelieving
Gentiles, will not prevent the same messen-
gers announcing to the same class, that for
them, the long-absent Lord and Saviour
has arrived, and waits to see them for the
solemn work of judgment and blessing, as
he may see fit, preliminary to his great and
dreadful work among the nations of the
earth.

It may not happen this year. We know
neither the day nor the hour; but there is
more ground for hoping that it may, than
for fearing that it will not. The advanced
state of the times, and the correspondence
of current events to the situation of the
latter day, as outlined in the sure word of
prophecy, justify the attitude prescribed in
the words of Christ: “ When ye see these
things begin to come to pass, lift up your
heads, for your redemption draweth nigh.”
Should, however, the year be destined to
roll by, without bringing this, the great
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promised joy from heaven, it will not be
for ns to grow weary; but while patiently
continuing in the well-doing of the Spirit,
to be found waiting as the Spirit exhorts,
saying “Though the vision tarry, wait for
it; it will not (always) tarry. At the end
it shall speak.” We shall then be all the
more qualified to take part in the joyous
acclamation—“Lo! this 15 our God! we
have waited for Him: let us be glad, and
réjoice in His salvation.”

THE EASTERN QUESTION AND THE
RESTORATION OF THE JEWISH
NATIONALITY.

Brother Goldie, of Swansea, forwards the
following clipping from a local paper :—
“One of the funniest proposals I have
heard in connection with the Eastern
Question is to establish a Jewish kingdom
or republic in Palestine under the protection
of France and England, as a barrier to the
Russian advance. The Jews themselves
have entered into the spirit of the thing,
and talk of buying the Holy Land from
Turkey in hard cash, as a man may buy
an estate in England. Provided they raised
the purchase money, and were prepared to
¢pay on the nail,” T have no doubt Turkey
would entertain the idea, especially in her
vresent bankrupt condition. Ihave yet to
learn, however, that the leading Jews of
other countries, whose co-operation, of
course, would be esential, are inclined to
dip into their pockets to the necessary
extent.” This correspondent thinks the
proposal a “funny”’ one. To a barbaric
state of mmd—a state of mind unenlightened
as to Jehovah’s purposes in the earth,
however enlightened as to human specula-
tions, alias science, on the works of God—
the formation of a Jewish nationality
naturslly appears a “ funny” idea—some-
thing for a jest, as divine operations have
always been in the day of their incubation.
But to the brethren of Christ, this idea
appears in a totally different light. It is
as a ray of giadness in the dark. It iIs the
thing they have been looking for, for forty
years. Itis an idea that must be carried
into execution before the Russo-Gogian
hosts can be smitten on the mountains of
Israel, and the glory of Jehovah established

among the heathen. But we need not see
its exccution before the Lord’s arrival in the
earth. The rudimental reorganization of
Jewish nationality, under British protector-
ate may proceed concurrently with the
organization and preparation of the house
of Christ by judgment in his presence. No
doubt, on the other hand, the national
reorganization may precede the organ-
ization of the collective New Man ; and we
may see the Jewish nation re-forming
before we are called. In either case, it is
cheering to see events taking the foretold
direction, though introduced to notice in
the flippant language of an unbelieving
Gentile.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

CONTINUING SUCCESS OF THE RUSSIAN
ARMS.

FALL OF PLEVNA.

TURKEY APPEALS FOR MEDIATION,

BRITAIN CONTEMPLATES INTERFER-

ENCE.

The event foreshadowed by the occur-
rences recorded last month has now become
an accomplished fact, and has thrown every-
thing else for the moment into the
shade. Plevna has fallen, and with it, a
whole Turkish army are prisoners in the
hands of the Russians. The great event
is thus graphically described by the corres-
pondent of the Daily News:

“ Plevna, Monday Night, Dec. 10,

The Russians knew on Friday night that
Osman Pacha was preparing for a sortie,
and on their part made every preparation
to receive him. At last now it was certain
that the Turks were moving, and that the
final decisive moment had come. The
grey light of morning came. It was cloudy,
and threatened more snow. Suddenly there
was the booming ot thirty or forty guns
speaking almost together, followed instantly
by that steady, crashing roll we have
learnt to know so well. The battle has
begun. The giant, after defending himself
tour months, hurling thunderbolt after
thunderbolt upon his encmies, was now
struggling through the meshes he had
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allowed to be thrown around him, and
was in his turn attacking the trenches
and earthworks which he had taught his
enemies so well how to defend. We
mounted our horses and rode towards the
battle. It was in the direction of the Vid,
on the Sofia road, and half an hour's
ride brought us in sight of the conflict.

A terrible and sublime spectacle presented
itself to our view. The country behind
Plevna is a wide open plain, into which
the gorge leading up to Plevna opens out
like a tunnel. The plain is bounded on
the DPlevna side by steep rocky bluffs,
or cliffs, along whose feet flows the Vid.
From these cliffs, for a distance of two
miles, burst here and there,+ in quick,
irregular succession, angry spurts of flame,
that flashed and disappeared and flashed
out again. It was the artillery fire of
the Turks and Russians, which from our
point of view appeared intermingled. The
smoke, running round in a circle towards
the Vid, rose against the heavy clouds
that hung right up on the horizon, while
low on the ground burst forth continuous
balls of flame that rent the blackness
of the clouds like flashes of lightning.
Through the covering of the smoke could
be seen angry spits of fire thick as fire-
flies on a tropical night. Now and then
through an Irregular curving stream of
fire we had indistinct glimpses of bodies
of men hurrying to and fro, horses, cattle,
carriages running across the plain, and
above all the infernal crashing roll of
the infantry fire, and the deep booming of
more than a hundred guus.

The Turkish attack was directed against
the positions held by the Grenadiers, north
of the Sofia road. The Turks advanced as
far as they could under cover of their
waggons, while the Russians poured a
terrible fire on them from their Berdan
breechloaders, scarcely less destructive than
the Peabody, and opened on the advancing
line with shell and shrapnel. The Turks
then dashed forward with a shout npon the
line or trenches held by the Sibrersky or
Siberian Regiment, swept over them like a
tornado, poured into the battery, bayonetted
the artillerymen, officers and men, who with
desperate heroism stood to their places to
nearly a man, and seized the whole battery.
The Sibrersky regiment had been over-
thrown and nearly annihilated. The Turks
had broken the first circle that held them
in. Had they gone on they would have
found two more; but they did not have
time to go on. The Russians rallied almost
immediately.

General Strukoff, of the Emperor’s staff,
brought up the first brigade of Grenadiers,
who, led by their General—I forget his
name, but the Russians will remember it—
flung themselves on the Turks with fury.
A hand-to-hand fight ensned. man to man

bayonet to bayonet, which is said to have
lasted several minutes, for the Turks clung
to the captured guns with dogged obstinacy.
They seem to have forgotton in the fury of
Lattle that they had come out to escape
from DPlevna, and not to take and hold a
battery, and they held on to the guns with
almost the same desperation which the
Russian dead around them had shown a
few minutes before. Nearly all the Turks
in the battery were killed. Those in the
flanking trenches open to the Russian
fire had, of course, very little shelter,
and were soon overpowered, and began a
retreat which, under the murderous fire
sent after them, instantly became a flight.
Some took shelter behind the broken
waggons, and returned the fire for a time,
but the majority made for the deep banks
of the Vid, where they found ample shelter
from the Russian shells and bullets. They
formed here behind the banks, and instantly
began to return the Russian fire,

It was now about half-past eight, and
the Turkish sortie was virtually repulsed,
but the battle raged for four hours longer.
The losses inflicted from this time forward
were not great on erther side, for both
armies were under cover. The Turks were
evidently apprehensive that the Russians
would charge and drive them back in a
mass into the gorge. The Russians were
resolved to prevent another sortie, and so
both sides kept it up. Indeed, there seemed
at first every probability that the Turks
would try it again, though it was evident
to any one who knew the strength of the
Russian lines and had seen this affair, that
escape was hopeless from the first, even
though Osman Pacha had had twice the
number of men.

For four hours the storm of lead swept
on, as one hundred guns sent forth flame
and smoke and iron. During all this time
we were in momentary expectation of
seeing one side or the other rush to the
charge. We could hardly yet realise that
this was to be the last fight we shounld ever
see around Plevna, and that when the guns
ceased firing it was the last time we should
hear them here. It was a strangely im-
pressive spectacle.

About twelve o'clock, the firing began to
diminish on both sides, us if by mutual
agreement. Then it stopped entirely. The
rolling crash of the infantry and the deep-
toned bellowing of the artillery were heard
no more. The smoke lifted and there was
silence—a silence that will not be broken
1or many a long vear, perhaps never again
by the sounds ot battle.

The firing had not ceased more than half-
an-hour, when a white flag was seen
waving from the road leading around the
cliffs from beyond the bridge. Plevna had
fallen, and Osman Pacha was going to sur-
render.
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A long, loud shout went up from the
Russian ariny when the white flag was seen
and its significance was understood — a
Jjoyous shout that swept over that dreary
plain, and was echoed back sonorously by
the sullen, rugged cliffs overhanging the
scene. The thrill of gladness in the shout
showed how deeply the Russian soldiers had
dreaded the long weary waiting through
the winter months among snow and mud
round this impregnable stronghold. It was
clear that a load had been lifted from every
heart.

A moment later a Turkish officer was seen
riding over the bridge with a white flag in
his hand.  Some of the Turks on the
bridge walked forward, and came to us,
some with guns hung over their shoulders,
others with guns in their hands. They
walk about us and examine us curiously.
Thousands of them are on the cliffs, not
more than fifty yards distant, looking down
on us with composure, all with arms in
their hands. One well-directed volley
would thin our Russian cadres this side of
the Vid very appreciably, for by this time
there must have been a hundred officers
gathered here, and the capitulation was by
no means arranged as yet. On the heights,
to our right, we see the Russians moving up
to the redoubt on one side, while the
Turks were leaving it on the other. Pre-
sently General Ganetsky arrives. When
the General is about a hundred yards fromn
the bridge, the crush is so great that we can
advance no further, and, indeed, we do not
wish, for it is in this little house overlooking
the road that Osman Ghazi lies wounded.
Generals Ganetsky, Strukoff, and some
others have gone to see him. I was unable
to get in owing to the crowd. The con-
ference did not last more than a few
minutes.

The terms of capitulation were easily
arranged. The surrender is unconditional.
Osman consented at once. If sarprise be
expressed that he should have so suddenly
agreed, it is only necessary to state that he
could do nothing else. In order to attempt a
sortie, he had to abandon all the positions in
which_he had defied the Russians, and
to concentrate his army down on the Vid.
These positions once lost were lost tor ever,
because the Russians occupied them almost
as soon as he lett them. He was downin
the valley; they on the surrounding hills,
with an army three times as large as his.
He had to surrender without delay, for they
were drawing the circle tighter every
momeut. His position was like Napoleon
IIT’s at Sedan.”

TURKEY APPEALS FOR MEDIATION.—
BRITISH INTENTIONS.

With the fall of Plevna, the war enters
upon a new phase. The most important
aspect of this new phase, is that which
relates to England. Turkey has addressed
an appeal to the Powers of Iurope, inviting
them to mediate between herself and
Russia, for peace on the basis of the
proposals contained in the joint Protocol of
the Constantinople Conference—the reject-
ion of which by Turkey led to the war.
The appeal has not been favourably received
by any except Eugland. Germany advises
Turkey to address herself to Russia direct,
and make peace with her. Austria does
the same. Italy speaks a little more
pleasantly, but not to any more practical
purpose. France was in the throes of a
dangerous home crisis, and felt in no
mood to take a vigorous part.

How has England received it? There
has been no authoritative statement on this
point, but the indications are all in har-
mony with the declarations of those who
say that the British Government has
decided that the time has arrived for
England to interfere. It has been resolved
to call Parliament together nearly a month
before the time. On the meaning of this
event, the Daily News remarks as follows :—

“ Nobody can be sorry that Parliament is
about to meet; but the country is once
more reminded that its affairs are in the
hands of a Minister whose every utterance
hitherto has tended towards war., Our
Christmas-—so this great disposer of events
has decreed—is to be spent in gloom. The
country is in an unhappy case. The public
funds are falling. From east and west, from
north and south, come reports of distress,
of failing trade, of the limitation of pro-
duction, of the cessation of wages.
Thousands of tamilies accustomed to plenty
and comfort are in want. Merchants who
have been living on their capital are
afraid to face the end of the year. It is
sad, it is terrible, but it might be worse,
and that worse is apparently being prepared
for us. The clouds are not heavy enough,
the night not sufticiently dark, and we are
fairly warned to prepare to see the country
engaged in war.

“We were not wrong yesterday in
raising a warning voice. It is for war
preparations that the meeting of Parlia-
ment is to be hastened. No declaration of
war is proposed, the time is not ripe for
that, All that would require a declaration
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of policy, and, so far as the public know,
Ministers have no more a definite policy
now than they have had any time these
last two years. DBesides, nobody knows
against whom we may have to go to war.
Unreflecting people assume mechanically
that it must be against Russia; but it is
equally possible that as events unfold
themselves it may be against Turkey, if
she should not be found amenable to
pressure. But the armaments are to be
prepared, and the men and guns are to
be got ready and placed where they can
hardly remain unused.”

GRAVITY OF THE CRISIS.

It will thus be seen that affairs are
approaching a very grave crisis. The
position is tersely put in the following
sentences from the Liverpool Mercury :—
“QOne thing is clear, and that is that if
Turkey will not accept the situation there
is no alternative for Russia but to fight on.
It is also pretty obvious that such wanton
bloodshed as this course must necessarily
lead to, cannot but invite the interference
of other powers. At this point, the prospect
becomes dim by reason of the vague horrors

which such a contingency conjures up.
We seem to see the Turk, who first made
his way into Europe upon a wave of blood,
disappearing, ofter 400 years of demoral-
ising occupation, from the soil which he
has cursed and from among the people
whom he has governed by massacre and
incendiarism, in the terrible shock of some
great Armageddon. For should one nation
interfere there is no reason why another
should hold its hand, nor any why all
should not join in the fray.”

Servia has already taken the course
indicated by the Liverpool Mercury. She
has declared war against Turkey, and her
armies are in motion and have actually
already obtained several advantages over
the Turks. Ttaly and Greece arve on the
point of uniting with a similar view of
obtaining for themselves a slice of the
dying man’s territory. What FEngland
means to do we shall presently know.
Meanwhile, the prospect thickens and
grows more interesting for those who are
watching the hand of God in the doing of
His own work among the nations of the
earth.

THE MONTEFIORE HOLY LAND COLONIZATION PROJECT,

Tuw Jewish Chronicle says “The war has,
undoubtedly, impoverished many land-
owners in Palestine, the same as in other
parts of Turkey. Money is scarce. Land,
therefore, must just now be much cheaper
than in former years. Strike the iron
while it is hot. The funds are in existence.
Why, therefore, should the committee not
avail itself of the opportunity for buying
land? The war will not reach Palestine,
and if even it did, would not affect the
internal relations. No purchase now
effected would be annulled. Now is the
time for going into the market. Peace
once concluded, prices will rise. It may,
perhaps, not be desirable just now to
begin work. DBut this is no reason why
preparations and arrangements for work
should not be made now. The Gates of
Zion, organ of the rabbis of Jerusalem,
likewise counsels that land should now be
purchased and points to Shechem as a
most eligible place for industrial activity.
1t is well known that this city is situated
in a most fruitful neighbourhood. There
is plenty of water, and cotton grows in
abundance. Formerly the Jews shunned
this city, for it was the seat of a lawless
population. It was, moreover, open and
therefore exposed to the raids of the

Bedouins. It has now been detached from
the pashalik of Jerusalem, says the organ
of the rabbis, and been made the seat of a
pasha of its own. Splendid barracks have
been erected. It is now garrisoned by
soldiers. Consuls will soon be appointed
there. Property might be Dbought there
very cheap and be placed under the pro-
tection of Luropean consuls. Factories for
spinning cotton might be established.
Labour is very cheap, and yarns thus spun
might be sold in Europe. There is also
room in the same city for all kinds of
artisans. Smiths and workers in metal in
general, are greatly in request. ILven
tailors and shoe makers might find there
a good living, as the inhabitants have not
rarely to go to Jerusalem in order to
purchase some garment or a pair of shoes.
The committee should also consider that
the worthy Baronet, whose deeds the Fund
is intended to commemorate, might naturally
have the desire to see some fruits with his
own eyes. He has now entered on his
ninety-fourth year. It will be difficult to
convince the public that anything is to be
gained by further delay, or that the war
could throw any obstacle in the way of the
carrying out the proposed scheme.”
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BirmingHAM.—During the month, the
following persons have obeyed the truth:—
ALFRED DARKES (20), carpenter, Bewdley,
formerly Church of England; RoBerT
WiggIN (81), gas fitter, formerly Church of
England; Josepu T. Cravpock (85),
jeweller, formerly Baptist; Mrs. Saran
WALKER (46), sister in the flesh to sister
Mander, formerly Church of England;
Trnomas :Sturcess (81), glass cutter,
formerly Wesleyan; PHABE STURGESS (33),
wife of aforesaid; JoHN EaBoRrN (24), glass
cutter, previously neutral.

One of the local dignitaries of the Church
of England—* Canon” Bowlby, Rector of
St. Philip’'s—has thought well to notice and
assail the truth, in the shape of a lecture on
“ Christadelphianism ” to the Church of
England Young Men’s Improvement Society.
The lecture was thrown open to the public,
and nearly the whole of the brethren
attended, to the manifest surprise of the
promoters of the meeting. The place was
crammed. The Canon said ¢ Christadel-
phianism > was exciting some interest in
the town, and, therefore, he thought to fill
up a gap in the programme of the Society
by a lecture on the subject. It was a
system, he said, which opens up some of the
most important questions which a man
could be called upon to consider. He
proceeded to give a hListory of its uprise
and an account of its nature, so far as he
had been able to apprehend them from the
books placed in his hand. His description
was fairly accurate, but contained some
misrepresentations which brother Roberts
desired permission, at the close, to correct.
The Canon did not accord the permission,
but said if Mr. Roberts would write him a
letter pointing out the mistakes he had
made, he {(the Canon) should make the
correction public on the next occasion he
should address the Society. This led to the
following correspondence:

Athenewm Rooms, Temple Row,
Birmingham, Dec. 14th, 1877.

Respected Canon Bowlby,--In accord-
ance with your suggestion, I write to correct
the misrepresentations (unwittingly, I
thoroughly believe) which occurred in your
lecture, last night, on * Christadelphianism.’

You said the Christadelphians ¢ repudiated
baptism.” I cannot imagine how you could

take this jmpression, on the supposition
that you read the book wkich you had on
the table as your authority. On pages
854-55 you will find that so far from
repudiating baptism, the Christadelphians
believe that no unbaptised man 1s in the
position expressed by the apostolic phrase,
“in Christ, and that even baptism itself is
of no validity in the absence of scriptural
faith.

You next alleged that the author of
Twelve Lectures, in contrast to Dr. Thomas,
contended that Christ was a ‘mere man’
Again, T am at a loss to understand the
reason for this statement, unless I assume
that you have only skimmed—not read—
the book in guestion. That book declares
Christ to have been a man, but only in the
sense in which Paul makes the same
statement when he says, ‘There is one
mediator between God and man, the man
Christ Jesus)—(1 Tim. ii. 5.) His relation
to God as the manifestation of the one
Father is recognised throughount lecture V.,
and expressly affirmed on page 136, line 28;
on page 138, line 19; also from line 24 to
line 29 on the same page. I will grant that
in the effort to exhibit the unscripturalness
of Trinitarian views, there may be a leaning
in the direction indicated by your statement.
Perhaps the best disproof of your statement
lies in the fact that it is an express under-
standing among Christadelphians that no
one shall be received among them who holds
that Christ was a mere man.

Next, it was incorrect to allege that we
say there is no soul. Had you qualified
this by prefixing the word *immortal > to
soul, there would have been nothing to
object to.

Then you will find on examination that
the re-creation of the whole human race at
the coming of Christ, forms no part of the
faith of the Christadelphians. Item 7 of
the summary of ‘the truth,’ on page 364 of
the book in question expressly defines a
contiary conviction.

Your statement that we hold there is no
other life than the present is in contra-
diction to even the lecture headings of the
Twelve Lectures. You cannot seriously have
meant this, except in the sense in which
we deny that a man is alive when he is
dead.

In conclusion let me propose to you the
public canvass of the topic in iriendly
platform discnssion. You rightly said, last
night, that our system ‘opens up some of
the most important questions which a person
can be called upon to consider.” I think
this is a reason why you should make the
endeavour to place these questions in what
you conceive to be a scriptural light before
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the many people in this town who are
convinced that the Christadelphians have
the truth. Disputation, which was not
beneath the dignity of the apostle Paul
(Acts xvii. 17; xix. 9; 1 Thes. ii. 2) ought
not to be beneath the dignity of a canon of
the Church of England, or ont of the line of
what he considers expedient.—Very re-
spectfully yours,
Rorerr RoBrrTs.

St. Philip’s Rectory, Dee. 14th, 1877,

My dear sir,—I am very much obliged to
you for correcting tlhose misrepresentations
of Christadelphian doctrine which you
mention as having occurred in my lecture
last night, and which, as you rightly say,
were, on my part, unwittingly committed.
1 felt all through that in trying to under-
stand a system with which I was not
familiar, T might have failed, however much
I tried, to catch the real neaning of those
who believe and teach it. I shall take
every opportunity of giving to your
corrections, if possible, as wide a circulation
as my lecture. I am anxious to represent
your views accurately, and, as you yourself
express them, and your letter of to-day will
help me to do so. I am sorry if in any
respect I have not stated them accurately.
I hope you will consider it no discourtesy
on my part if I respectfully decline to
accept your proposal of a public discussion
on these topics. 1 havelong been convinced
that religious controversy is one of the
greatest evils to which people can be
exposed, and I have no wish either to
provcke or to carry on controversy. I do
not arrive at this conclusion Dbecause I
think it ‘ beneath my dignity, as you seem
to think possible. 1 possess no dignity
whatever, nor any sense of dignity, but I
object to religious disputation on very
different grounds.—1I am, my dear sir, yours
truly,

Mr. R. Roberts. H. B. BowLsy.

A brother having liberally offered to pay
for the Masonic Hall if a reply should be
given to Canon Bowlby’s lecture, arrange-
ments were made for the delivery of two
Jectures, by brother Roberts, on Tuesday
and Wednesday, Dec. 18th and 19th. Three
hundred large posters and 3,000 handbills,
besides mewspaper advertisements, brought
together large audiences on both occasions.
The opportunity was good for a renewed
exhibition of the truth, and for the whole-
some entertainment, strengthening, and
comfort of the brethren.

The Sunday evening meetings have been
crowded during the month. Lectures as
follow: Dec. 2nd, The Signs of the Times
from a Religious Point of View.—(Brother
Shuttleworth.y 9th, The Progress of the War.
—(Bro. Rolerts.) 16th, The Approaching
Revolution.— (Bro. Roberts.) 25rd, The Past

and Future Exodus of Tsrael.—(Bro. Roberts.)

BOURTON - ON - THE - WATER. — Brother
Hoperaft writes that brother Chandler has
been reinstated in fellowship, after six
months separation through intemperdnce.

Brecox.—DBrother Baker, who has just
received the company in marringe of sister
Thomas, says he is thankful for the
termination of his solitude in the truth.
He and his sister-wife break bread together
on Sunday, which they find to be a comfort.
They would be most glad of a visit from
any brother or sister coming their way (4,
St. John's Terrace, Pendre, Brecon.)

BristoL, — Brother Baker reports the
immersion into the saving name of Christ,
of Mr. PerrY, formerly belonging to the
Wesleyans.  “To us” remarks brother
Baker, ¢ it seems strange that many more
do not yield obedience, after hearing the
truth expounded for many months past.
We trost and pray that the veil will soon be
lifted from their eyes. Meanwhile, it is onr
duty and privilege to ‘bear testimony’
through evil and good report, in season and
out of season, leaving results till the day ot
Christ’s appearing and kingdom.” The
following lectures have been given during
the month: — Nov. 4th, The Apostolic
Gospel; Nov. 1ith, The one God of [srael:
Nov. 18th, The Son of Man; Nov. 2ith,
Christ our refuge. We have given up the
practice of allowing questions at the close
of the lectures, having adopted the plan of
the Birmingham ecclesia, viz., devoting the
last Sunday evening of each month for
(written) questions, experience having shown
us that the time is generally monopolized
by one or two individuals whose questions
have been answered again and again.”

CHELTENHAM.— Brother Otter reports:—
“Since last writing you, we have had one
immersion, Mrs. Mary CorLreTT, Baptist,
(48), of Tally Ho, near Andoversford, who was
baptized at Cheltenham, Nov. 18th. She
has been led to the truth through brother
Chandler, of Bonrton-on-the-Water, lending
to her the Twelve Lectures, &c., &e.
Brother Bishop, of Birmingham, has also
given two or three open-air addresses in a
village called Guiting, close by, and 1 am
glad to say there is quite a little stir made
in the villages round. I spoke at Tally Ho
twice on Sunday week, to a room packed
full of attentive villagers. More results are
anticipated.”

Connor PArK.—DBrother Wragg reports
the obedience of his wife (26), formerly
Congregationalist, and Mrs. VeErNox (22),
formerly Campbellite. He adds that with
the removal ot brother and sister King, and
brother and sister Kerry, and brother Allen,
and brother Vernon, the brethren are left
very few in number, viz, cight. However,
two years and a half since, there was not
one, so he s2ys they must give God thanks.

DaxxEerrn.—DBrother Stokes announces
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the addition of two to the household of
God, viz., GEOrGE LOCKHART, miner, re-
siding at Gilmerton, formerly Morisonian;
and ALEXANDER Stokks (his own father),
also miner, Dalkeith, neutral; both of whom
were assisted to put on the sin-covering
name by immersion in the Public Baths,
Nicholson Street, Edinburgh, on 15th Dec.,
after having, in the presence of witnesses,
made an intelligent confession of the faith
once for all delivered to the saints.

He further reports: “Since my last, we
have had four lectures delivered in our
meeting place by brethren from the Tem-
perance Hall, Ldinburgh, as follows: Nov.
18th, Decay and Fall of Turkey as
delineated in Prophecy. — (Brother D.
Laverock.) 25th, Are the Popular Ideas of
Man’s Present Condition and Future Destiny
consistent with Scripture ?—(Brother W.
Grant.) Dec. 2nd, The Promises of God
anG how to obtain them.—(Brother D. H.
Smith.) 9th, The Coming ot Christ to
Overthrow the Present Human Government
and establish a Reign of Righteousness up-
on the Larth.—(Brother C.F.Smith.) The
attendance on each occasion was meagre,
but some earnest-minded men attended the
whole course.”

Duxpri.—DBrother Ker reports the death
of sister Ann Gill, daughter ot brother Wm.
Gill. She died on the 26th of November,
and was buried, in presence of a number of
the brethren, on the 29th. She had been
ailing tor a considerable time previously,
and towards the end expressed a longing
desire to be relieved from suffering by death.

GrLascow.—DBro. O'Neill reports that on
the 18th Nov., Roserr Hosik, bookbinder,
was inducted into the all-saving name in
Deity’s appointed way. He had been led to
a consideration of the truth by contact with
brother John Brown. On the 9th Dec.,
LELLEN ANDERsSON (20), daughter of sister
Anderson, was also immersed into the
suving name. Brother William Robertson
and sister Betsy Anderson have been united
in marriage. Several are interested in the
truth. The lectures during the month have
been as follow: Nov. 18th, Heirs of God and
Joint-heirs with Christ.—(Brother Jas. Mul-
holland.)  25th, The Promises of God and
how to obtain them.—(Brother David
Smith, of Edinburgh.) Dec. 2nd, The
Gospel, an invitation to share in the glories
of Messiah’s reign.—(Brother Robertson.)
9th, The Reward promised in the Bible to
the righteous contrasted with popular belict
on the subject.— (Brother Jas. Nisbet.) ™’

GRreAT BRIDGE.—Brother Hardy reports
the obedience of GEORGE UNDERWOOD
Wirre ((34), formerly Wesleyan, and CHas.
Pace (24), formerly Methodist New Con-
nection, both ironworkers. They put on the
sin-covering name by baptism, at Dudley,
on Saturday evening, Nov. 24th. He says:
“We are very much in need of a larger

place to set forth the way of life as revealed
in the Scriptures of truth. Our lecturers
for November have been: brother Hall, of
Birmingham; brother Woolliscroft and
brother Stanley, both of Great Bridge: and
brother Carter, of Birmingham.”

Havirax.—Brother C. Firth writes: « The
attendance at our evening lectures is good,
which, for the month, consisted ot the
following: Nov. 4th, The Great King.—
(Brother W. Thomas.) 11th, Baptism: is it
sprinkling or immersion ?— (DBrother C.
Firth.) 18th, The Re-gathering of the
Jews.)—(Brother C. Firtl.) 25th, The
Mark ot the Beast contrasted with the New
Name.—(Brother R. 8mith.) We do not sec
much fruit spring from our ecfforts. Men
now, as in the days of the apostles, love
darkness rather than light, and fear to come
to the light lest their deeds should bve
reproved. However, a few of us hope at
the day of account to be accepted by a
patient continuance in well-doing.”

Heckmonpwikk.—DBrother Atkinson re-
cords the obedience of his sister in the tlesh,
ELLEN ATKINSON (36), neutral, who, aiter
giving satisfactory evidence of understand-
ing and believing tite truth, was inducted
into the sin-covering naine on Sunday, Dec.
9th. “We now number nine, striving
together to grow up into Christ, our living
head in all things, fully encouraged and
Loping soon to obtain an inheritance in the
kingdom of our Lord Jesus.”

HycxnanL  Torkarn, — Brother King
writes:—* It is my pleasing duty to inform
the brethren that the truth has lound its
way to this my native place in the shape ot
lectures by brethren Richards and Sulley, of
Nottinghamn, who have delivered a number
of lectures upon the tivst principles of our
most holy faith.  Although the truth hasnot
much attraction for the mass of those even
who are protessing to be seeking the truth,
1 am happy to say there are a few who
seemn to be giving ecarnest attention to the
things spoken, and are apparently searching
into the way of life. I am alse happy to
say that one out of the number of scarchers
Lias been enabled to throw ofl' the shackles
of superstition and darkness, and to sce and
enter the way of escape from death, viz.,
WiLLiam Fraxeis (38), miner, formerly
Campbellite, who wuay assisted by brother
Kirkland, of Nottingham, to put on the
saving name.  He will be united with
brethren who meet at my house, who will
now number five.”

Hyobersriein, — Brother Heywood re-
ports the immersion of three persons into
the saving name during this wmonth, at the
Lockwood Baths, viz., EpauNn ScrorieLn,
(81), bookkeeper, and his wife, Stsax
SCUOFTELD (29), and Saranm Drake (81),
wife of brother George Drake. He adds,
“ our brother and sister Schofield reside at
Slaithwaite, three miles from Huddersfield,
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and some two years ago were in fellowship
with Renunciationists at Mumbles. Their
immersion into the truth is the result of
conversations and attendance at the lectures,
in which the light of the truth has been
brought to bear upon their minds, resulting
in an intelligent and cheertul submission to
the Christ of the Scriptures. We hope to
help each other on the way to the kingdom.
OQur brother Drake is now enabled to
rejoice in the fellowship of his wife as a
partaker of the same glorious hope.”

KriguLey.—Brother Silverwood reports:
—*(n Sep. 16th we took possession of our
new room, which is situated in a very
central part of the town and is capable
of holding over 200 persens. On Sunday,
Sep. 80th, we had it formally opened by
brother Dunn, of Warrington, who delivered
a lecture on the Bible. Brother J. 8. Dixon,
of Manchester, spoke on The Devil, and the
Sunday following brother Shuttleworth,
of Birmingham, delivered two lectures, in
the afternoon and in the evening, the
subject being in the afternoon Heaven upon
Larth, and 1n the evening The Apostolic
Gospel. There were fairly good audiences
at each lecture, who listened to the lectures
with great attention. On the 13th and 15th
November brother Roberts, of Birmingham,
lectured on the connection between the
coming of Christ and the war now going on
between Russia and Turkey, and on
The Kingdom of God on earth, to follow the
present order of things. Who are invited to
inherit it? At night we had a tea prepared,
to which all we knew to be interested were
invited, after which brother Roberts
delivered an address. We sincerely hope
and trust that the seed which has thus been
sown by the brethren may spring up and
bring forth seed abundantly. There are
several persons whom we know to be
particularly interested, and we hope soon to
be able to record their required obedience.
We have been compelled to withdraw
ourselves from fellowship with brother
Watson, on account of his unscriptural
conduct.”

LeicusTER. — Brother Yardley reports:—
“On the 21st ultimo it was our privilege to
immerse into the saving name, EMILY
Dunmone (22) (sister in the flesh to brother
Dunmore), formerly . connected with the
Wesleyan body; also on the 5th inst, Axx
CoLrmax (59), who nearly all her life has
stood aloof from the apostacy, failing to see
any consistency in its teachings. When she
heard of the truth, it exactly met her case.
She was struck with the harmony of its
doctrines, and is now no longer in the dark
as to the necessity of a resurrection, know-
ing that the righteous dead arc in their
graves and not in the realms of Dbliss
beyond the glittering starry sky.”

In another communication, bro. Yardley
mentioned & visit from brother Hodgkinson,

of Norman Cross, who spoke to the edifica-
tion of the brethren in the mormng, and, in
the evening, lectured acceptably on the
“Mark of the DBeast.” He was followed
shortly afterwards by brother Roberts, of
Birmingham, who lectured on the nature
of Angels and their relation to the present
and future of the brethren of Christ.”

Lixcory.—DBrother Richards, of Notting-
ham, reports an effort on behalf of the truth
in this place at the cost of several brethren
and sisters who have united in a joint
subscription for the purpose. Lincoln, in
time past, was one of the fields in which
our beloved brother Dr. Thomas laboured,
and in which the greater part of flpis
Israel was written.  Three opening lectures
were delivered in the Masonic Hall, on the
20th, 22nd, and 23rd November, by brother
Asheroft, to small but attentive audiences;
his subjects were: Ist, Why I left the
Ministry ? 2nd, The Nature of Man; 81d,
The New Birth. The following ecriticism
was inserted by the reporter of the Stamford
Mercury—the most intluential paper in the
Lastern Counties—who was present at two,
if not the whole, of them:

* Mr. Asheroft, late of Birkenhead, finished
his course of lectures, in the Masonic Hall,
on Friday evening last, his subject then
being ‘The New DBirth.) The Christadel-
phians, to whose sect he now belongs, and to
Join whom he renounced £400 a year, are
firm believers in Scripture, their interpreta-
tion ot which, however, leads them to reject
the doctrines of the Trinity, the immortality
of the soul and vicarious punishment, and
to believe in the resurrection of the body at
the second cowing of Christ, when his
kingdom will be established on earth. The
lectures are to be followed by preaching in
the Corn Enchange on Sunday evenings.””—
Stanford Mercury, Friday, November 30th,
1877.

Brother Richards adds that the lectures
are being continued as above stated,
brethren from various ecclesias having
arranged to take part in the effort; and he
prays our Heavenly Father will further the
work to His honour and glory, and desires
the prayers of the Lratherhood on their
behalf. Considerable interest 15 awakened,
and up to the present time (Dec. 10th) the
prospect is very encounraging.

MANCRESTER. — Brother Smith reports:
“Puring the month we have had the
addition of sister Taylor {rom Frome. We
estabhshed a week night class for the in-
vestigation of Scriptnre difficulties, which
we expect to be highly beneficial, not only
to ourselves but also to the few interested
strangers we can gather together.”

MumsLEs.—Brother W. H. Jones reports
the return of Sister Behenna to fellowship;
likewise the company of brother J. P. Jones
who delivered n lecture on Sunday, Dec.
Oth.  Subject: “Has man a conscious
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existence between death and the resurrec- StockPoRT.—Brother Waite reports:—

tion? "’ to an interested audience.

PrrerBORO’. — Brother Hodgkinson for-
wards a letter addressed to him by brother
Royce, reporting the obedience of WirLiam
Grocock (24), formerly an attendant at
the Church of England, and GrorGe CoL-
BERT (28), who up to 1872 was a member of
the Wesleyans.  Both of them made the
good confession on November 29th, and
were, in consequence, baptised into Christ
on the following evening, in the presence of
several brethren. Brother Hodgkinson adds.
“This makes 21 in all.”

Ripvives.—Brother Kirkland, of Notting-
ham, reports for the ecclesia at this place
the immersions mentioned in the communica-
tion from Codnor Park. He says the two
sisters both came over to Nottingham, and
were examined and baptized, Nov. 24th.
These additions give comfort and encourage-
ment to the brethren at Riddings, who had
suffered heavy losses by removal. A
number of the brethren in Nottingham
have arranged to go over in turn on the
first day to break bread with the brethren
at Riddings, and so to help them. They
have resolved to keep the room on, and
would be glad to have a lecture occasionally
if there should be any brother able and
willing to help them in that work.

SHEFIFIELD.—Brother Boler reports that
the brethren here have procured a new
lecture room, which is quite an improve-
ment on any they have previously had. It
is the Lecture Hall of the People’s College,
Orchard Street. It will seat about 150
people, very central, and quite easy of
access. The brethren commenced to meet
in the new place on Nov. 18th. Brother
Shuttleworth, of Birmingham, gave two
lectures on the occasion. The Temperance
Hall was engaged for the afternoon, the
subject being, “ Man Mortal, both soul and
body.” -There were about 200 present. The
attention was good. There were questions
at the close. We had the second lecture
in our own place, the People’s College, the
subject was The Two Comings of Christ.
The room was comfortably filled, the
audience appeared both surprised and ‘much
interested. It was an excellent lecture.
At the close some very reasonable questions
were asked, and the answers gave great
satisfaction. The lecturing for the past
month has been as follows:—Nov. 4th,
Karth not Heaven, the promised inheritance
of the Righteous. — (Brother Graham.)
11th, Jesus Christ, the Anointed of
God.—(Brother Skinner.) 25th, Is Lazarus
enjoying Eternal Happiness in Heaven, and
the Rich Man suffering Eternal Torments
in Hell >—(Brother Boler) Dec. 2nd, The
House of many Mansions.—(Bro. Skinner.)
Brother Boler mentions a promising case
which will be interesting to hear about if it
comes to maturity

“ Brother Roberts, of Bumingham, visited
Stockport on the 8th and 9th ult., and gave
two lectures on “ The Signs of the Times”’
and “ Prophecy and the Eastern Quesiion.”
On each oceasion, our synagogue was filled,
every seat being filled and some were stand-
ing. There appefued to be a great amount
of interest manifested, with wha,t result
remains to be seen. We plant and water,
but God giveth tke increase. We have
commenced a Sunday school (afternoon,
from 2 till 4), and simultaneously there-
with, we hold a Bible class for the brethren
and interested strangers, in addition to our
Thursday evening class, at which we review
the various readings of the week, or such
portions thereof as seem to call for special
remark, according to the course of the Bible
Companion, something like the Birmingham
Saturday evening meetings. We strive to
work, and that well, while it is called *to-
day.” Through evil and good report, we
seek to be identified with the truth and
with all who are not otherwise minded.”

Tauxrox.—Bro. Veysey writes: “ Since
I last wrote, we have had a little increase
occasionally in our First Day Lkvening
Meetings, in our schcol room. Two have
applled for baptism, and one has expressed
herself ready for, although she Las not yet
formally asked it. On Nov. 25th brother
Shuttleworth lectured in the Assembly
Rooms on ‘Heaven upon IKarth. The
attendance was not at all equal to that at
preceding lectures, but those present ap-
peared attentive and earnest. A few
strangers came to our Bible-reading on the
following Tuesday, but we have not seen
them since. On Dec. 9th bro. Bosher, jun.,
spoke on Gal. v. The subjects for Dec. 16th
and 23rd were ‘Goodness, Grace, Glory:
their relation to the past, present and
future.” ¢ Christmas: its  associations
with the apostacy and the flesh! The
great unportance of the Messiah's birth
in relation to salvation. The time of its
occurrence proved from Scripture not to
have been at this season.’

WARRINGTON.—An unsigned communica-
tion from this place (presumably from bro.
Unsworth) states that the ecclesia has been
strengthened by the removal of brother
Dunn and family from Keighley to this
locality. In connection with his arrival
a course of lectures was commenced in Oc-
tober, brother Dunn giving the first on the
Bible. Other lectures have been given by
brother Dunn; also by brother Asheroft, of
Birkenhead, and brother Roberts, of Bir-
mingham. There have been fair and atten-
tive audiences.

NEW ZEALAND.

SANDHURsT.~— Brother Michael writes to
announce the obedience of himself and his

-
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wirk., They were both immersed on the | m those parts, all of whom manifest the

20th of September last. They had never
heard a word about the truth until about
five months previously, when an old friend
arrived from Sydney, N.S.W., and brought
it with him, for which they feel very grate-
ful.

UNITED STATES.

Curcaco (IlL)—Brother 8. T. Norman
writes: “ Our brother E. O. Marlow, of
London, Ont., in whose behalf T wrote to
you a few days since, has passed beyond
the need of present aid, having died on Nov.
28th, and thus ended all his troubles. As I
wrote before, he has been a sufferer tor
years from sickness and poverty together,
but notwithstanding this, he has been a
zealous and earnest follower of Christ,
delighting, in the midst of his afilictions, to
think of the time when the promises of God
should be fulfilled, and he should be raised
up from the dust, to sit with the princes of
his people. He has on more than one occa-
sion expressed a desire for death to release
him from his burdens, that he might rest
until his life should appear with Christ, in
a more joytul manifestation. He had been
quite unable to earn a living by any kind of
labour since 1871; and it was a source of
great annoyance to him that he was com-
pelled to receive pecuniary assistance from
the brethren. He was for some years a
member of the Chicago ecclesia, but moved
to London (Ont.,) about four years ago, and
there being no other brethren there—to his
knowledge—he used to break bread alone,
in memory of our Lord. He leaves a wife
and several children to mourn his loss.”

Prysmourn (Mich.) — Brother H. W.
Hudson writes,—*“I assisted a lady, very
intelligent in the truth, in putting on Jesus
Christ, in baptism, on Sunday, Nov. 4th, in
the town of Brighton, in this state, 25 miles
north west of this place. Her name is
Lypra E. TavLor. She saw one of her
neighbours passing one day reading a
Christadelphian tract. Says she, ‘let me
see what you are reading,’ and so well
pleased was she with its contents, that she
began at once asking for more Christadel-
phian writings. The result was that after
reading Llpis [srael and other writings of
brother Thomas, and T'welve Lectures, that
she becaine as enthusiastic in the truth as
she had been a zealous DMethodist for
thirteen years.”

VaLLey-Srring (Texas).—Brother Banta
writes:—* Brother 8. H. Oatman is labour-
ing in Hunt and Hopkins Cos. with good
vesults. Six have put on the saving name

true Abrahamic disposition. These brethren
are all sound in the faith, as taught in the
inspired oracles, and expounded m the
Cliristadelplian  writings, which will con-
stitute in the future the basis of union

amonyg the true brethren of Christ in
Texas.  Among those who have been

immersed into the sin-covering name are
brother M. Fisiier, husband of sister Fisher,
whose obedience was announced at the
gathering in Burnet Co., in 1875; Mrs.
MorLLie Garuirr, wife ot Dr. Gatliff, of
Mason County, Texaz, who seems to be
looking into the truth himself; Kama
BourrLaxp, daughter of brother and sister
Bourland, of this Valley ; brother W. H.
Maciun, of Burnet Co., father to sister
Bourland; Mr., and Mrs. Sanrn, of Llano,
Texas; Mr. Coueaax, of Kerr Co., Texas;
Mrs. Macer: Woorr, wife of brother
Willie Woolf, and two or threc others,
nanes not remembered at present.”
Wasiizeron (D.C.)—* On last Saturday
eveung, we immersed a young man, 27
years of age, by the name of W, €. Suaw,
who resides in Charles Co., Md. The history
of his case is quite interesting, and encour-
aging to those who are labouring to dissem-
inate the truth. He visited our city about
two years ago, and sceing our advertisement
in the duily paper, he and his brother were
attracted to our eeting. We gave themn
some tracts and the Revealed Mystery., We
never Leard or saw anything more of them
until last Friday. He (W. C. Shaw)
came to my workshop after he had had a
diligent search for a Christadelphian (for he
did not know where a single one lived) to
immerse him into Christ. He said that
after he and his brother left our hall, his
brother threw his books away, but he kept
his, though he did not investigate their
contents until about 18 months afterward,
and beconing interested, Lie was anxious to
correspond with someone who understood
the trath. Seeing brother €. H. Morse’s
address on one of the tracts, be put himszelf
in correspondence with him, which resulted
in his enlightenment; and not his only, but
that of his Brotien (who threw the tracts
away), and their two Wives. We have
been invited to go to their residences to im-
merse these into Christ. Thus you sce the
truth has been planted in a section of our
land which we have never seen, by spending
a little money in printers’ ink and paper.
The truth, which was planted in Washing-
ton was watcred by Rochester, and thus
vou see the result. If the brethren would
be « little more generous for the truth, and
a little more sclf-denying, greater results
would probably be obtained.” —Bro. Boggs.

WILLIAM H. DAV1S, PRINTER, BIRMINGHAM.
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¢ He (Jesus) that sanctificth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father) :
Jor which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.” —(Heb. ii, 11.)

“ For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THE
soNs oF Gop.””—(Rom. viii. 19.)

No. 164. FEBRUARY. Vol. XV.

JERUSALEM THE HOLY OITY.

By D=r. THoMAs.

“ Jerusalem which ts above is free, and is the mother of us all.”—PAvL.

THE Jerusalems of the Bible are first, one city in different states, and under
divers constitutions ; and secondly, the Glorified Body Corporate of the city
in its glory, under its future Melchizedek Constitution.

In studying this subject, the following classification, we think, will greatly
assist the reader in obtaining the mastery over it.

1.—That Jerusalem is first referred to in Scripture as Salem, which
signifies peace. An individual supposed to be Shem, the second son of Noah,
an ancestor of Jesus of Nazareth, and a righteous man, was then residing
there as king and priest of the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth.
He was, therefore, styled ¢ Melchizedek, melek salem,” or, king of righteousness,
king of peace; that is, king of Jerusalem reigning in righteousness, priest
of the Most High God. This was a typical order of priesthood. He who
officiated in it was greater than Abraham, who paid tithes to him, and
received his blessing. These facts are suggestive in a high degree, especially
in the light of the following testimonies—Gen xiv. 18; Isa. xxii. 1; Psalm
¢x. 4 ; Heb. v. 5-10; vi. 20 ; and the whole of chapter vii.

Jerusalem, the throne of God’s high priest, contemporary with Abraham,
was to him a representation, or type, of the same city, when it should be
prepared of God (Heb. xi. 16, 10) for his seed, the Christ, to reign there, as
Melchizedec’s successor, after the resurrection of the saints. So that Abraham
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will then be at once contemporary
with his ancestor Melchizedec the
First ; and his descendant, Melchizedec
the Second.

2.—That Jerusalem is next brought
before us ecclesiastically, as under the
Mosaic law. In the reign of David
she was chosen to be Jehovah's
habitation.—(Deut. vii. 5; 2 Sam.
xxiv. 16, 18; 1 Kings viii. 29; 2
Chron. vii. 12; Psalm exxxii. 13-17.)
She continued under the Mosaic
constitution till about 74 years after
the birth of Jesus, when the state
was abolished by the Roman, or Little
Horn of the Goat, power.—(Dan. viii.
11,24.) This was a period of 1,094
years from the foundation of the
Temple. During this millennium of
war and disaster, iniquity and crime,
she 1is scripturally regarded as in
bondage with her children, or citizens,
by virtue of the law ; and is allegori-
cally styled Hagar.—(Gal. iv. 25.)
These children she was to lose; and
after their loss, she was to be left
alone.—(Isa. xlix. 20, 21; Matt. xxiii. 37,
39.) The children of the bondwoman,
or of Hagar, Jerusalem, were “shut
up into the faith ” under the school-
master of Sinai, who could give them
no title to the inheritance covenanted
to Abraham and his seed. The
sentence against them was, “ cast out
the bondwoman and her son.” This
the Roman power accomplished
politically ; and the law and the
prophets spiritually : for *cursed,”
saith the law, “is every one that
continueth not in all things written in
the book of the law to do them;”
and the prophets say, “the just shall
live by faith.”” Hence, the law,
because of the weakness of the flesh,
gendered only to bondage, shutting
up its children under the curse. Such
was Jerusalem, the Harlot, which
killed the prophets and built their
sepulchres—the persecutor of Him
that was of the Spirit.—(Isa.i.21,24.)

8. —We remark, thirdly, that there
is a period in Scripture styled °the
times of the Gentiles, (Luke xxi.
24) ; and answering to the symbol in
Rev. xi. 2, termed ‘the Court of the
Gentiles” The times of this court

extend to the resurrection of the
saints, and the reappearing of the
king of Israel. During this long
period, Jerusalem is scripturally
regarded as in her widowhood, or
as a woman forsaken of her husband
and children, a captive sitting upon
the ground bewailing her desolate
condition.—(Isa. liv. 4-8 ; xlix. 14-17 ;
iii. 6.) _

While the city is in her widow-
hood, and termed * forsaken,” (Isa Ixii.
4) as at the present time, a community
exists, styled symbolically “the Holy
City” (Rev. xi. 2); the woman a
fugitive, but nourished in the
wilderness, “ Jews,” &c.—(Rev. xii. 6,
14; ii. 9; iii. 9; Eph. v. 23.) This
city is trodden under foot of the
Gentiles, and will so continue to be
untilthe time shall arrive for Jerusalem
in Palestine to rise and shine;
because her light is come, and the
glory of Jehovah is risen upon her.—
(Isa. Ix. 1.) The symbolical “ Holy
City” consists of those who are
“gealed in their foreheads;” who
“keep the commandments of God,
and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ,” ‘“which is the spirit of
propheey;” and are of * the faith of
Jesus.”—(Rev. vii. 3; xii. 17; xiv.
12; xix. 10.) They are those who
cannot endure impostors (Rev. ii. 1);
who hate Nicolaitanism (verse 6);
“ who,” says Jesus, “ have not denied
my faith” (verse 13); whose good
works increase (verse 19); who are
watchful (Rev. 1ii. 2, 3); who keep
the word of Jesus, and deny not His
name (verse 8); and who are not
lukewarm,—(verse 15.) These are
children of the free woman—* the
children of the promise as Isaac
was;” who by faith—by belief of
what is promised in relation to
Jerusalem in her future glory—*are
come unto Mount Zion, and unto the
city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem.”—(Heb. xii. 22)) It is
because they are come to these things
by faith, and thereby lay hold of
them, as the hope set before them in
the gospel, that they are styled, ¢ the
Hcly City;” which, after the resur-
rection and transfiguration of its
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citizens becomes *the Holy City,
new Jerusalem, prepared as a bride
set in order for her husband—the
Lamb’s woman, that great city, the
holy Jerusalem.”—(Rev. xxi. 2, 9, 10 ;
xix. 7.) Then, but not till then, upon
every one of the citizens of the now
down-trodden holy city, who shall be
presented holy, and unblameable, and
unreprovable in God’s sight (Col. 1.
22, 23), ‘will Jesus write upon him
the name of his God, and the name
of the city of his God, new Jerusalem,
which cometh down out of leaven
from his God ; and he will write upon
him his new name, which no man
knoweth saving he that receiveth it.—
(Rev. iii. 12; ii. 17.) So that the
present apocalyptic holy city, cleansed
from all that now defiles it, will be
transformed into a city in which there
shall in nowise be found any one that
defileth, or worketh abomination, or
invents a lie; but they only who are
written in the Lamb’s book of life.—
(Rev. xxi. 27.)

4—But to return to the widowed,
and momentarily-forsaken Jerusalem,
oppressed by the Xuphrateans, or
Turks. We remark, then, in the
fourth place, that when the times of
the Gentiles, or the forty-two months
of their oppression shall be fulfilled,
Jerusalem will be redeemed. When
that time, now so near at hand, shall
have come, it will be said to her, by
her Redeemer, “ Awake, awake, stand
up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at
the hands of Jehovah the cup of his
fury : awake, awake, put on thy
strength, O Zion ; put on thy beautiful
garments, Q Jerusalem, the holy city :
for henceforth there shall no more
coine into thee the uncircumecised and
the unclean. Shake thyself from the
dust ; arise and sit down, O
Jerusalem ; loose thyself from the
bands of thy neck, O captive daughter
of Zion.”—(Isa. li. 17 ; 1ii. 1, 2.)

Here we have presented to us,
7 avw lepovoalypu, the exalted Jeru-
salem, ‘rendered in the English
version, ‘ Jerusalem which is above.’
—(Gal. iv. 26.) It is sufficient to
remark here, that it is stated in
Parkhurst, that “ the adverb evw with

the article, is used as a noun denoting
what is above, high, exalted.”—Lex.
When the present Jernsalem awalkes,
arises, stands up, and sits down in
peace and glory, her position in rank
and dignity among the cities of the
world compared with what it is now,
will be above, high, exalted. She
will then correspond to the hope of
those who now believe “ the gospel of
the kingdom.” As under the law of
Moses, which went forth from Sinai,
she was allegorically the bondwoman
Hagar; so under the law which is
hereafter to go forth from Zion (Isa.
ii. 3) she will be allegorically the free
woman Sarah, the princess or queen,
which shall be for nations ; of whom
also shall be kings of peoples.—
(Gen, xvii. 16.) She is then “the
mother of us all,” both Jews and
Gentiles, who now believe the pro-
mises, or “ glorious things spoken ” of
her by the prophets and apostles.—
(Psalm Ixxxvii. 3.)

In a certain sense the exalted Jeru-
salem though not yet in being, “is”
the mother of us all. Jerusalem is
now ‘“barren and beareth not,” yet
she hath now in dispersion many
more children for the age to come
than she could reckon before she
became a widow and was forsaken of
her husband—God.  The obedient
believers of the gospel of the king-
dom, who shall be pronounced the
“Dblessed of the Father,” when Jeru-
salem is exalted, will be the royal
municipality of the city—the New
Jerusalem enthroned in the exalted
Jerusalem, when ¢ they shall call her
the throne of Jehovah, and all the
nations shall be gathered unto it, to
the name of Jehovah, to Jerusalem.”—
(Jer. iii. 17.) The exalted Jerusalen
would be deficient of a principal
element of her glory and power, if
the New Jerusalem, or Christ and his
glorified  brethren and associates
(Israel's Elohim) were not enthroned
there as “the administration of the
fulness of times.”—(Eph. 1. 10.) The
“heirs of the kingdom ” do not claim
Hagar, who gendered to bondage, for
their mother., She was mother only
to Jews, who became such by circum_
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cision of the flesh. Neither do they
claim the widow and God-forsaken
Jerusalem for their mother; they
abandon her to Turks, Papists,
Protestants, Greeks, and non-Christian
Jews. These are her lovers while
divorced from Jehovah—paramours,
with whom “the sons of the free
woman " have no sympathy in faith,
hope, or practice. Now, it Jerusalem
in the past, nor Jerusalem in the
present, be their mother, it is manifest
that, if Jerusalem is to be their
mother at all,it can only be in the
future. This is the truth. Hence it
is, Jerusalem as she shall be is the
mother of us all, the Mother City of
the Heirs of the Kingdom—the
Metropolis of the Kingdom, when the
time comes that the saints possess it,
and the dominion, and the greatness
of the kingdom under the whole
heaven.—(Dan. vii, 22, 27.)

In those glorious days, Jerusalem
will be the married wife, and the free
and joyful mother of the free-born.
—(Isa. liv. 1.) Abraham, Sarah and
their seed will be among the free—
free from the bondage of sin and
death. Her husband will be her
builder and maker, even God—(Isa.
liv. 5; Heb. xi. 10 ;) and ‘all nations
shall flow unto it.”"—(Isa. ii. 2) ; and
bring their glory and honour to its
princes, who shall reign for the ages
of the ages.—(Rev. xxi. 26 ; xxii. 5.)

5—We may remark, lastly, at
this time, that the Palestine Jerusalem
in her future relation to Jesus of
Nazareth, the Great King of the
Jews ; his ancestors, Abraham, Sarah,
and David; and his brethren the
saints in general—as the ‘married
wife "—will be under a constitution
growing out of the covenants made
with Abraham and David, and “the
word of the oath,” and styled “ the law
from Zion: for “out of Zion shall go
forth the law”—the law which
proceeds from the Holy One of Israel
for that nation (Isa. 1i. 4; Jer. xxxi.
33), and for which also the Gentiles
shall wait.—(Isa. xlii. 4.) Thus the
King of Israel is revealed in the
Scriptures as the “lawgiver” not of
Judah only, but of all nations. These

things being admitted, the following
proposition is evident, namely, that
the existing laws and constitutions of
the nations are all to be superseded
by a Divine Law which is hereafter
to be proclaimed from Zion. Hence,
the establishment of this truth will
be fatal to all the superstitions and
imperial, monarchical and republican
politics of the world. Many direct
testimonies can be adduced from the
prophets and apostles to prove this.
1t is, however, in this plaee, sufficient
to present the truth in this form.

Under the “law from Zion,”
Jerusalem will be the mother city of
all nations; for “all nations shall
flow into it.” Rome is now the
mother of Papaldom ; and Mecca of
Mohammedom ; but in the age, or
world, that is coming, Jerusalem will
be the mother of all, both Jews and
Gentiles; for “they shall no more
walk after the imagination of their
evil heart,” (Jer. iii. 17) “and shall
all ecall upon the Name of Jehovah,
to serve Him with one consent,” (Zeph.
iii. 9) inasmuch as “from the rising
of the sun to the going down of the
same, Jehovah’s name shall be great
among the Gentiles; and in every
place incense shall be offered unto His
name, and a pure offering: for My
name shall be great among the
nations, saith Jehovah of armies.”—
(Mal. i. xi.)

In Jerusalem, under the law from
Zion, the name of Jehovah will reside ;
that is, Jehoval’s king will reign
there as priest of the Most High God
after the order of Melchizedec. “ Art
thou greater than our father Abraham ?”
enquired the Jews of Jesus. The
answer is “Yes.” Abraham paid
tithes to the king of Salem, who
blessed the holder of the promises:
and it is the less that is blessed of
the greater. When Abraham beholds
the priestly king of Salem on David’s
throne in Zion, the king will bless
“the friend of God,” saying, ‘ Come
thou blessed of my Father, inherit
the city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God ; and
for which thou didst look when thou
didst sojourn in this then promised
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land, as in a foreign country, dwelling
in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the
heirs with thee of the same promise,”
Will not Abraham, then, who, being
heir of the world then enters wpon
his inheritance for the first time, give
him tithes of all ? Will he not be as
liberal to Melchizedec the Son as to
Melchizedec the Father? And not to
him only, but to all his seed ? Yeato
all ; for Abraham refused to be made
rich at the expense of his companions.

—(Gen. xiv. 23.) .
But of the Melchizedec constitution
of things in Jerusalem, there are
many things to he said, hard to be
uttered, seeing that the ear of the
Nineteenth Century is dull of hearing.
For when for the time it ought to
teach, it needs to be tanght the first
principles of the oracles of God;
being unskilled in the Word of
Righteousness.—Herald, 1856.

BAPTIST PREACHERS AND THE GOSPEL.

Dr. Thoinas describing in the Herald
his visit to Toronto, in 1856, says:—
“ Before we visited the city, the Baptist
preacher was sounded as to the
feasibility of procuring his “church”
for us to speakin? “ Well,” said he,
“to be candid, I don’t think it can be
had. Dr. Thomas is evidently mad,
which, of course, makes it impossible.”
But, it was suggested, is it an
evidence of madness for a man to
devote his whole time and talents to
the stndy of the Bible; and to the
teaching of what he believes to be its
trath ? ¢ Well,” he replied, “ perhaps I
am too fast in saying that he is mad;
at all events, he preaches another
gospel ; that is certain, and cannot,
therefore, have the house.” We
accept the issue. If the gospel the
Baptists approve be the true gospel,
we then do preach another ; for there
is no identity of faith and hope
between theirs and that we exhibit to
the world. One of these gospels,
then, or both (on the supposition that
neither was preached by Paul), and
the believers and preachers of them,
are accursed. If the Baptist gospel
be Paul’s, then that preached by us
and all others contrary thereto, are
false, and we accursed.—(Gal. i. 6-9.)
There is no middle ground between
error and “ the truth.” We are either
right or wrong ; and there are certain
criteria by which the two may be
easily distinguished; the following
are

RULES WHEREBY SATAN’S MINISTERS
MAY BE KNOWN.

1.—If the preacher of a gospel
please men who do not understand
the Scriprures, he preaches a gospel
“after man ;" and is not a servant of
Christ.—Proof : Gal. i. 10, 11.

2.—If any man teach otherwise
than Paul indicated, and consent not
to the wholesome words of the Lord
Jesus Christ, who preached the gospel
of the kingdom ; and to the teaching
which is according to the mystery of
godliness — he is proud, knowing
nothing.—Proof: 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4;
Heb, ii. 3; Matt. iv. 23; Mark xvi.
15,16 ; 1 Tim. iii. 16.

3.—If a preacher do mot “hold
fast the form of sound words,” he is
not an apostolic teacher.—Proof ;
2 Tim. i 18;ii. 2; iii. 10, 14-17;
Tit. i. 9, 12-15; 1 Pet. iv. 11.

4, —If a preacker speak in accord-
ance with the principles approbated
by the world, he is of that world, and
not of God ; for the world is at ennity
with God and His truth.—Proof;
1 John iv. 5.; Rom. viii. 7; 1 John
ii. 16.

5 — If a preacher speak not
according to the testimony of Moses,
the prophets, and the apostles, his
teaching is infallibly wrong, and
himself accursed.—Proof: 1 John
iv. 6; Isa. viii. 20; 2 Pet. iii. 2; 2
John 9, 10.

Here are the five rules by which,
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not we, but the sword of the Spirit,
the word of God,* which is living and
powerful, and abides for ever” (Eph.
vi. 17; Heb. iv. 12; 1 Pet. i. 23)
slays the pretensions of all the orders
of priests, clergy and ministers of
“ Christendom ” to be the servants of
God, and the preachers of the truth.
Their gospels are “ after man "—after
“the Fathers,” Luther, Calvin, Ar-
minius, Knox, Bunyan, Wesley,
Swedenborg, Campbell, Joe Smith,
Miller, Andrew Jackson Davis, the
inventors of the Thirty-nine Articles,
and such like. The disciples of
these heresiarchs, unscripturally de-
nominated “ the church,” make up the
great bulk of “the world” they call
“Christendom.” As may be seen by
the ¢ characteristics of the apostasy”
defined in this periodical,® their errors
assume pretty much the same
doctrinal form; so that the con-
demnation of one sect is the con-
viction of the whole. They none of
them “consent to the wholesome
words of the Lord Jesus ;” neither do
they hear the apostles; mnor speak
according to the prophets : therefore
saith the word, they are know-
nothings, their spirit is the spirit of
error, and there is no light in them.
They pretend that they are
called of God, as Aaron was, to be
His servants and ambassadors to the
world, and to sprinkle babes and
sucklings in His name! But accord-
ing to the five rules already recited,
the word pronounces them accursed
impostors and blasphemers; and it
is notorious to every student of any
proficiency in that word, that God
has never called them to any such
mission.—At the last lecture certain
questions were pub to us concerning
the nature possessed by Jesus at and
before the time of his crucifixion. It
was the old heresy vrompted the
questions, against which the apostles
write so explicitly when speaking of
those who denied that Jesus came in
the flesh. The questioners imagined
that the flesh of Jesus was a purer
flesh than that which was common to
all the Jews—that it was immaculate,
and therefore not sapf apaprias, sars

hamartias, ‘flesh of sin, as it is
styled in Rom. viii. 3. They con-
sidered that Jesus might have been
“in likeness of flesh of sin,” and yet
His flesh not be * flesh of sin.” They
quoted various passages which testi-
fied to the sinlessness of his character,
and applied them as testimony to the
physical purity of His flesh, by which
they made His flesh to be different
from “ flesh ” of all mankind.

We fully admitted all that could
be said about the sinlessness of his
character ; but rejected in toto their
heresy about the immaculateness of
his flesh. They did not seem to be
able to discern the difference. The
Jesus of their imaginations was im-
maculate in flesh and character ; and
therefore in the words of Paul,
“another Jesus” than the Jesus
preached of him. They appeared to
think that they were corferring the
highest honour upon him by making
his flesh as little like that of his
brethren as possible.  One of our
questioners was exceedingly voluble.
He said all that he was able to say in
two or three sentences; but, as if a
stream of repetitions reilerating his
opinion, were demonstration of the
truth, he inflicted upon the meeting
a perfect flood of verbiage. From
existing indications, he might have
swept on without exhaustion till
midnight, filling the air with a
volume of sound. We had, therefore,
to shut off the inundation by closing
the door of his mouth. Wereminded
him that instead of asking a question,
he was extemporizing an interminable
speech. The audience was there to
hear and enquire from us; we to
speak and explain to them, not for
disputation, but for their information
and consideration. Therefore, having
said all he was able to say, he would
be so0 good as to resume his seat, that
others, if any, might enquire.

Having disposed of him, a
preacher rose and asked if we
considered the nature of Jesus were
peccable ? By “ peccable ” we suppose
he meant able to sin. “Yes.” Per-
ceiving that this would have involved
us in a labyrinth, which at that late

* See article, “ Jehovah's Message tothe World,” appearing in the Nov.and Dec. numbers of the
Christadelphian, 1877. The particular definition referred to will be found on pp. 580-81 Dec, number,
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hour we could not have extricated
ourselves  from satisfactorily, we
replied evasively that the Scripture
not having proposed such a question,
did not furnish a direct answer there-
to. Under other circumstances we
might have said, that Jesus was
capable of doing many things which
he did not do. That he did not sin,
and would not sin, “because God’s
seed remained in him:” but, on the
supposition of that seed, the truth,

not being in him, his nature was as
capable of sinning as the first
Adam’s ; else would not the tempta-
tion in the wilderness have been a
farce? What merit would there be
in a man not sinning, who was
unable to sin? The excellence of the
character of Jesus consisted in being
able to sin, but refusing so to do—
“obedient to the death of the cross,
wherefore Gtod highly exalted Him."”
~—Herald, 1856,

THE QUEEN OF ENGLAND AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

By D=r.

THOMAS.

We were visited by several while
sojourning in Toronto. One called to
express his dissent from an expression
applied by us to Queen Victoria, in
common with “the powers that be.”
In defining the inheritance of the
Christ as revealed by the Spirit,
through his father David, in the
second psalm, we had styled all who
now possess the nations and the Holy
Land ‘usurpers of his inheritance.’
He thought that this was inapplicable
to Queen Victoria. She was a very
pious and excellent lady, and in no
way, he thought, to be regarded as a
“usurper.” We replied that comparing
her Majesty with the other world-
rulers of the day, who were all pious
in their way, and professing great
admiration and devotion to Jesus, she
was, probably, the best among them—
quite a decent and respectable lady.
As an individual we had nothing to
say for or against her, having no
certain information concerning her ;
we suppose, however, that common
report is correct, and that she is as
estimable as he declared.

But this aside. Our argument
had to do with her asthe consitutional
chief of one of the sin-powers of the
world. As such, she claims to be
the head of the Church of England
and Ireland, absurdly styled the
Church of Christ, and acknowledged
as a branch thereof even by Dis-
senters. She legislates in spirituals,
and decrees dogmas utterly subversive

to the truth ; for quod facit per alios,
facit per se. Besides making the
word of none effect by her legislation,
she allies herself with the basest of
powers, “full of the names of blas-
phemy ;” and is found aiding and
abetting “ the destroyers of the earth.”
She is the patron of Juggernaut; and
endower of Maynooth for the manu-
facture of Jesuits, the enemies of God
and man. She is sovereign over
200,000,000 of people, and will not
surrender that sovereignty unless
compelled by force of arms. She
cannot be a Christian, and occupy
such a posiijon. She is of the world,
and an incarnation of its principles.
She is one of its friends, and a
principal hierophant of its “ pomps
and vanities ;” which, however, by
proxy, she promised to renounce at
her rhantism; and by confirmation,
when she professed to relieve her
sponsors of the obligations they had
assumed for her, she vowed to do it
in her own behalf. Now, of such the
Scripture saith, they are the enemies
of God. Therefore it is written,
“ Love not the world nor the things
in the world: if any one love the
world, the love of the Father is not
in him ”—(1 John ii. 15): and again,
“the friendship of the world islenmity
with God ; whosoever, therefore, will
be a friend of the world is the enemy
of God."— (James iv. 4) These
testimonies are condemnmatory of the
Queen, the church of which she is the
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head, and of all its bishops, priests,
and deacons—of the old system called
British. It is a power, like all others
constituted of “the enemies of God.”
Now God’s enemies in possession of
the nations, be they monarchists or
republicans, are possessors of what
belongs to Christ; for it is written
concerning him, “ I will give thee the
nations for thine inheritance, and the
uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession.” If a man occupy the
possession of another, and build a
house upon it, without being able to
produce any other title-deed than
successful violence, he is a usurper
of the real ownmer’s rights. This is
the case of the queen-power repre-
gented in the person of Lady Victoria
Guelph. If Christ were to appear in
Jerusalem to-morrow, she would not
voluntarily surrender the sovereignty
of the British Empire into his hands.
If she were so disposed to do as an
individual, her ministers, nobility,
clergy, gentry and rich men, would
not consent to it ; and if she persisted
they would compel her to abdicate,
and would set up another, less
scrupulous in her stead: for they
would know that he would ‘ send the
rich empty away.” Because, there-
fore, this will be the policy of all the
powers, it is decreed that Jesus shall
break them with a rod of iron ; and
dash them in pieces as a potter’s
vessel. Would He do this if the
powers were not resistant usurpers
of His rights and the rights of all His
brethren ? The fact of His having
to take possession of His own by
violence is proof that His rights are
usurped and abeyed by His enemies,
of whom the “pious and excellent”
Lady Victoria is by birth, education,
and position, one. If she would
become a Christian, she must believe
the gospel of the kingdom and name
of Jesus Christ, and be immersed.
There is but one way of salvation,
for prince and beggar. She would
then have practically to “renounce
the pomps and vanities of this vain
and wicked world,” as it reads in the
prayer book of her church; which

would involve her abdication, and
retirement into private and unfashion-
able life. She could no longer occupy
the throne of Britain and Ireland;
for the coronation cath requires her
to maintain the existence and as-
cendancy of the Anglo-Hibernian
Church ‘“ as by law established,” which
no Bible-Christian could possibly do.
A Christian on the British throne
would decree the abolition of the
establishment forthwith ; and con-
fiscate all its revenues to the
improvement and benefit of the poor
and needy. He would discountenance
impostors, banish knaves and fools
from his presence, and honour only
the wise and good. There would
consequently be found among his
courtiers no incarnations of articles
thirty-nine, or of the Westminster
Confession of Faith; for they only
would rejoice in the beams of his
beneficence “who walked uprightly,
and worked righteousness, spake the
truth from their hearts, and did not
violate their word.” Such an one
upon the throne of Britain could only
be maintained by Omnipotence; for
those who surround that throne being
the enemies of God, who rebel and
seek the destruction of the ruler that
should undertake to govern in His
fear. The world may deem this
doctrine uncharitable, and even
insulting to majesty and its satellites.
May be so; but what is that to us,
who are not of the world ; God’s word
is the truth, and has no consolation
for the disobedient, nor flatteries for
the great. We came not to Toronto
to do either ; but to show the doctrine
of the kingdom of God, which is to
“break in pieces and subdue all other
kingdoms, and itself to stand for
ever.” The British is a great
dominion ; but its destiny, like all
others, is to perish for ever, when * He
shall come whose right it is to reign,”
and “put down the mighty from their
thrones.” Let majesty and its
satellites take care of themselves;
be it ours to believe and obey the
truth, leaving loyalty to those‘‘ who
mind earthly things.”—Herald, 1856,
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““Ezxhort one another daily,”’—-PavL.

Tae prophetic oracle (Zeph. ii) reud in
our hearing this morning is franght with
lessons that do not lose their force with
the flight of time, but become, on the
contrary, the more needful as we prolony
our stay in an evil world like that in
which we dwell. Continuing contact with
the world, we all kuow, is liable to have
the opposite eflect from that desired by
Paul when he said : ** Be not conformed
to this world, but be ye transformed in the
renewing of your minds.”—(Rom. xii. 2.)
At first, when we become acquainted
with the trath, the power of a new and
enthusiastic ideal may keep us separate
from the spirit aud principles of the
world; but as time goes on and the
friction of life becomes more trying to
endurance, and the resources of perishing
human natare fail, that ideal is apt to lose
power, unless nourished and cherished by
that daily remnewal of our acquaintance
with the divine ways and thoughts which
God has expressly provided for us in the
voluminous oracles of His truth.

The particular portion of the Word
before us this morning relates to defunct
cities and peoples. It is none the less
our property, however, for that. These
things were written, not for the sake only
of the places and persons primarily
affected. Even the incidents that trans-
pired so long ago as the exodus of Israel
to the promised land under Moses, were
written, Paul says,  for our admonition.”’
—(1 Cor x. IL) In this sense, the
Scriptures generally—all the Scriptures—
are ‘“profitable for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto- all
good works.”—(2 Tim, iii 17.) Itisavery
ncenlightened view of them that regards

them merely as a historical record —merely
as a literary monument of antiquity. This
unenlightened view we have perhaps all
shared, more or less, one time or another,
in the days of our ignorance. Eman-
cipated by the truth, we are enabled to
recognise in them the living illustration
and interpretation of divine wisdom, of
which their historical form is but the
effective accident.

The oracle before us is one of wrath,
first against Israel, then against the
Philistines, Moab, Ammon, Ethiopia and
Assyria. The reason of the wrath is that
which mostly concerns us. In the case of
Israel, it is directed against ** the men (hat
are setiled on their lees, that say in their
heart, The Lord will not do good, neither
will He do evil.”! This class are said in
Malachi (ii. 17) to bave * wearied the
Lord with their words,” in saying ¢ Every
one that doeth evil is good in tke sight of
the Lord,”’ and, * Where is the God of
judgment ?”  [saiah (v. 19) represents
them as saying, *‘Let Him make speed
and hasten His work that we may see it,
and let the counsel of the Holy One of
Israel draw nigh and come that we may
know it.”’ Ib these delineatioas, it is not
difficult to recognise a form of sentiment
by no means uncommon in modern
times, Men “ settled on their lees,” well
to do in circumstances and comfortable in
the surroundings with which they have
chosen to environ themselves, easily slip
into the mood which is expressed in our
day by the word Deism. They practically
come to believe that there is no God.
The Deity, according to their comfortable
thoughts, is indifferent; creation is a
buge machine which He works mechanic-
ally upon certain fixed principles, without
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any discrimination of individuals or
individual action. They think He takes
no concern and probably has no know-
ledge of the ways of men, good or evil;
that He leaves all things in general to
work themselves out by a series of blind
chemical adjustments in which the idea
of Jehovah meting out good and evil and
taking pleasure in one class and not in
another, is excluded. This is the im.
pression made by nature, which, as the
platform of operations, is, doubtless,
constructed upon the principle of fixed
relation of forces, and men in general
have a bias in favour of the notion that
unsupplemented nature seems to favour,
and are pleased to think that God takes
1o interest and exercises no control in the
domain of huwman nature, In prosperity,
this notion, favoured by natural bias, is
liable to obtain the ascendancy, and to
find expression in easy-going theories that
minister to the comfort of bealthy people
in good circumstances.

Such theories receive indignant re-
pudiation at the hands of the Eternal
Possessor of heaven and earth. Speaking
by the prophets, He declares that the
well-to-do among His own nation wearied
Him with their foolish sentiments on the
subject; and His weariness, reaching at
last the end of endurance, found terrible
vent in the destroying judgment described
in the following language: ¢ Therefore,
their goods shall become a booty, and
their houses a desolation . . . T will
bring distress upon men, that they shall
walk like blind men because they have
sinned against the Lord, and their blood
shall be poured out as dust and their
flesh as the dung. Neither their silver
nor their gold shall be able to deliver
them in the day of the Lord’s wrath.”
“ That day is a day of wrath, a day of
trouble and distress, a day of wastefulness
and desolation, a day of darkness and
gloominess, a day of clonds and thick
darkness.”

What God regarded with displeasure

then, we may be quite sure is no less
displeasing to Him now, for He is un-
changeable. He has revealed that how-
ever much appearances may teach the
contrary, He attentively regards what is
passing in the earth; that He taketh
pleasure in those who fear His name and
is angry with the wicked every day; and
that, in due time, he will cause every
responsible man to find according to his
ways. Contrary as it may be to the
philosophy of huwman brains, alias sinful
fiesh, He will finally do good to those who
please Him by their affectionate interest
in His ways and obedience to His com-
mandments, and inflict unspeakable evil
on those who regard Him not and pre-
sumptuously set at nought His appoint-
ments. Narrow-minded as it may seem
to the philosophers, evil doers are objects
of aversion to the Eternal Father of all;
and the impunity they now enjoy is only
the resnlt first of the divine patience,
and, secondly, of the fact that God hath
appointed a time, not yet arrived, for
judging the righteous and the wicked.
No rational mind will, therefore, be guilty
of the scofling enquiry that wearied Jeho-
vah in lsrael, * Where is the God of
jodgment 2’ Rather will he solemnly
ponder the words of wisdom by Solomon:
“ Though a sinner do evil a hundred
times and his days be prolonged, yet
surely I know that it shall be well with
them that fear God, which fear before
Him. But it shall not be well with the
wicked. . For God shall bring
every work into judgment, with every
secret thing, whether it be good or
whether it be evil.”

As regards the Gentiles inveighed
againet in the portion of scripture read,
their crime was of a different order,
but one also common in our day. After
describing the evils that would come
upon them, the prophet says: * This
shall they have for their pride, because
they have reproached and magnified
themselves against the people of the
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Lord of Hosts. The Lord will be
terrible unto them; for he will famish
all the gods (or rulers) of the earth, and
(as the final result) men shall worship
Him, everyoue from his place, even all
the isles of the heathen.”” It is interesting
to recollect that in these oracles of truth
we have a divine view of human ways:
a picture of the situation of things
among men as they appear to God's
gyes. It is here where their value lies :
the insight they give us into God’s views
of wmen and things. As the children of
God —constituted such by the obedieuce of
the gospel—it is of the first importance
that we should use all diligence to
obtain and cherish such an insight. In
fact the possession of it is the one thing
that distinguishes the children of God
from the children of the devil Human
literatare reflects human views of the
situation, and the student of this literature
gets only the human view. We have to
go to the Scriptures to get the divine
view, and this view is in complete con-
trast to that which is popular with
society.in general. As Jesus says, “ That
which is highly esteemned among men is
abomination in the sight of God.”

The point is illustrated in the state-
ment before us. Who among men in
general would make it a crime that a
man or a nation should be proud? and
that they should reproach the people of
the Lord of Hosts? Why, this is the
characteristic of all polite society in our
day. They are proud—oh, so prond!
and it is considered one of the cardinal
points of a true civilization to have and
to cultivate pride. As for divine things
and diviue people, whetner you under-
stand the Jews nationally or the poor who
are rich in faith, there is no richer theme
of jest among them, The characters of
Scripture and their imitators among the
living alike come in for their mirth, and
they are not considered to sin very
grievously in having their joke on such
topics. Yet scripturally viewed, they are
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¢ sinners before the Lord exceedingly,”
and had need to tremble in the presence
of the patient Creator of Heaven and
Earth. Their pride and their scorning
will evoke the appointed visitation in due
time. It is written, *“ The Lord of [Josts
hath purposed to stain the pride of all
glory and to bring into contempt all the
honourable of the earth;” and though
His anger is held back against the ap.
pointed time, and men in their temerity
make defiant use of the liberty God
allows themn meanwhile, the bhour will
arrive when the truth of His word will
become manifest in the tempest that will
strike confusion and terror into the hearts
of His enemies, and bring their power in
ruins to the earth. ‘¢ The lofty looks of
man shall be humbled, and the haughti-
ness of men shall be bowed down and the
Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.”
—(Isa. il. 11.) The perfect reasonable-
ness of all this will be manifest to those
who realise that man is a creature only
permitted to live by the power of the
Creator, and that no ground of pride or
glory exists in the possession of privileges,
Even the angels, ‘ greater in power and
might,” vaunt not themselves, but veil
themselves in the presence of the terrible
Majesty and irrespousible power of the
Eternal Self-existence filling heaven and
earth, from whom they have derived their
glorious attiibutes. How odious and
unreasonable, then, are the airs and
pomposities and insubordinations of “ dust
and ashes.” Even human reason rightly
applied can see this: how much more
hateful must it be in the eyes of the
Eternal, from whom nothing in heaven
and earth is hid? How hateful it is we
may learn from the silent and dreary
desolation that prevails where once there
flourished the busy, prosperous, and
boastful communities of Phenice, Moab,
Ammon, Idumea, &c, against whom
Jehoval’s anger was declared.

And if hateful then, is it inoffensive
now ? Can we walk through the streets
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of the great towns that thrive in Britain
without realising that the anger of God
has equal cause to burn as in the days of
old? This is an important guestion, for
it bears upon a scriptural estimate of the
ways of the world, and helps us to rightly
shape our course as those who seek to
walk as children of the light. Let us
look at Nineveh. which is mentioned
among the other objects of the divine
displeasure. In the days of the prophet,
she was a great city, She was not only
the seat of military empire, bnt she was
the centre of a thriving commerce. We
learn this, not only in the declaration of
Nahum (iii. 16), that she had *“ multiplied
her merchants ubove the stars of heaven,”
but from the testimony of certain clay-
burnt tablets just brought from Nineveh
and landed at Liverpool and stored in the
museum there. These tablets (nearly
3,000 years old) just dug up from the
ruins of Nineveh, comprise the books of a
certain firm whose transactions they
record, and from which it transpires that
a large trade was done between Tyre and
Nineveh. These silent documents in
stone, exhumed from the rubbish mounds
where they have slept for ages, bring
before us Nineveh in the days of her
power—the day of her trade—the day of
her bustling merchants— the day of her
active, practical, thriving city life, when
crowds thronged her streets like the
Liverpool of to-day, and when, as now,
under similar circumstances, the thing
that seemed of least consequence was the
purpose of Israel’s God, spoken through
Israel’s prophets, and quietly recorded in
Israel’s holy oracles against the day of
due fulfilment. The ruins themselves tell
us of her architectural greatness—a
greatness throwing modern cities into the
shade. Birmingham is a mere collection
of brick hovels compared with Nineveh
witk her spacious broadways and pillared
edifices, where military power and
mercantile importance held joint and
powerful empire, We ask where is

Nineveh, where her glory > We have but
to read the prophecy before us, as if it
were history: “ He will make Nineveh a
desolation and dry like a wilderness.
And flocks shall lie down in the midst of
her, all the beasts of the nations; beth
the cormorant and the bittern shall lodge
in the upper lintels of it : their voice shall
sing in the windows; desolation shall be
in the thresholds: for He shall uncover
the cedar work.”

Living nearly three thousand years
after the day of Nineveh’s greatness, we
are the witnesses to the truth of this
prediction,  Nineveh has disappeared
from the path of commerce, where she
once occupied a position supreme as
London to-day. She is obliterated from
the sphere of human greatness; she is
wiped out of existence; she is no more.
Nahum’s words have beeu fulfilled: *the
voice of thy messengers shall no more be
heard.” At the time these words were
uttered, pothing seemed wmore unlikely ;
but the word of the Lord endureth for
ever, and Nineveh has succumbed to its
power.

* This is the rejoicing city that dwelt
carelessly—that said in her heart, | am,
and there is none beside me; how is she
become a desolation—a place for beasts
to lic down in.”’ Are there no rejoicing
cities in our day, dwelling carelessly-
securely and boasting in their greatness,
like Nineveh? Have we never heard
that * Britannia rules the waves,” and
that ¢ Britous never shall be slaves?”
Have we never witnessed the roaring
tempest of patriotism arnd seen the
swelling waves of popular self-laudation
and braggadocia? We have seen all
this. We are surrounded by it., We
have nothing to do with it. 1t is mere
paganism ; it is all of the flesh; it is
nothing at the root but the foolish boast
of the savage. The false prophets of the
day call it ‘ Christian patriotism,” and
many are carried away by the deceit;
but in truth there is no such thing as
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Christien patriotism, unless it be zeal for
the land of promize. ¢ Patriotism,” so-
called, is the mere glorification of the bit
of earth’s surface where you happen
particalarly to dwell, and the boasting in
the privileges you happen to possess,
What is there reasonable in this? The
patriotism of Nineveh, the glorification
of Ninevite institutions and interests
brought Nineveh to perdition; and it
will bring all other countries to the same
end, and with them all who share in the
unenlightened nonsense of the rejoicing
cities that dwell carelessly,

What brother of Christ would be found
in the ranks of patriotism, blowing the
fleshly bubble of national pride? Only
such an one as has not yet realised the
calling to which he is called, which
separates all brethren in every age from
every “ kindred and tongue aud people
and nation,” and forms them unto God a
royal priesthood against the day when
He will, by Christ, break all nations with
a rod of iron, and dash them in pieces
like a potter’s vessel, Such, in the day
of their probation have nothing to do
with the potsherds of the earth but to let
them alone to their own strifes and their
own toil in the fires of vanity. With
John, their brother, they take bigh
giound. They say  We are of God.”
They acknowledge themselves strangers
and pilgrims in the world to which their
coming captain has told them they do not
belong. They refuse to be of it. They
accept the consequences : the contempt of
the rich ; the opposition of the peor; the
enmity of neighbours; the loss of

privilege ; the deprivation of honour;
exclusion from profit; exposare to loss
and shame and poverty and suffering;
vea, and death itself, if, in the will of
God, such a result await the course
of faithfulness, It is only for a
time. The day of trial will soon be
over. ‘ He that overcometh’’ will abide
for ever in the day of the new heavens
and the new earth, when the present
state of things and all the glory of it will
have passed away like a dream. Of the
meek, he will then isherit the earth, He
will be no stranger in it, but will be one of
its great and powerful and honourable
ones, established on the unmovable
foundation of himmortality. He will no
longer have to struggle with the mortifi-
cations of contempt and self-denial : every
knee will bow to him as a constituent of
the corporate Christ in all the earth, and
all earth’s plenty and delight will be at
the disposal of his hand. He will no
longer have to discipline himself from a
dark day to day to a patient comtinuance
in well-doing by the power of a faith in
the word of God, enabling him to over-
come the world : for the day of light and
liberty and the open vision will have
come; weakness will have given way to
praise-inspiring strength ; patience, to the
delights of perfect joy; faith, to full,
satisfying sight; toil and conflict, to the
open award of the victorious wreath and
a bountiful share in the glory, honour and
immortality of Jehovah, manifest in the
Son of David.
Eprror.

THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE TREASURES OF THE SPIRIT.

By F. R. SHUTTLEWORTH.

RererENCE TasLer No. 171

TRUE CHRISTIANITY,
Tae true Christ of Old Testament

promise and New Testament history, is of
the house or lineage of David, the heir
to the throne and kingdom of Israel and
the future King of the World.—(Rom. i,
3; Luke1i. 32, 33.)
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The true © Christendom ’’ or Christ- | all the faithful at the resarrection.—(Mat.

dominion, is the whole earth in the time
to come, when Jerusalem shall be the throne
of the Lord, and when all the nations shall
be gathered to it, as the centre and source
of universal authority.—(Jer. iii. 17.)

The true * Christian age’” is the * age
to come’ announced by Paul to the
Ephesiaas (Eph. ii. 7.) when Christ comes
back amongst men, he shall give to the
world a righteous system of government,
which shall bless all nations.—(Gal. iii. 8 )

The trae “ Christian times’” are those
yet future times spoken of by Paul (1
Tim. vi. 15), when Christ returned to
the earth, shall shew forth (in the
capacity of Immanuel) the glorious splen-
dour of him who dwells in unapproachable
light, who 1is the blessed and only
potentate, King of kings and Lord of
lords.

The true “ Christian Sabbath ” is “the
rest that remains for the people of God;’
in which the redeemed from amongst men
shall be kings and priests in all the earth,
and reign with Christ a thousand years.
—(Heb. iv. 9; Rev, xx. 4.)

The true * Christian world’’ is “the
world to come ” spoken of by Christ and
Paul (Mar. x. 30; Heb. vi. 5), when the
whole earth shall be full of the knowledge
and glory of the Lord, as the waters fill
the great deep.

The true “ Christian powers ” are Christ
and his resurrected brethren, when they
shall conjointly possess “ power over the
nations,”” according to the promise —(Ps.
i 8, 9; Rev. ii. 26; Dan, vii. 27.)

The true ¢ Christian dispensation” is
what Paul calls the ¢ Dispensation of the
fulness of times,” when Gentle mal-ad-
ministration shall give place to Divine
rule, and divine results in all the earth,
~—(Eph. 1. 10.)

The true “ Christening ” or Christing is
the anointing received by the truth
believed; and the baptismal adoption of
such listle children, unto the name and
house of Christ.—(1 John ii. 27; John
iti. 3-8.)

True * Christian burial ” is more par-
ticularly the burial in water of believers
of the gospel who have died to sin, by the
which they become united to Christ.—
(Bom. vi. 3, 4.)

The true ¢ Christian country ’’ is that
which Abraham looked for (Heb. xi. 14-
16), which is a future heavenly polity, to be
established upon the land of promise, of
which he was heir with Isaac and Jacob,
and which he will inherit with Christ and

v. 5.)

True * Christian names’ are such as
the following: brethren of Christ, sons of
God, heirs of the kingdom, children of
the promise, strangers and pilgrims, Jews
inwardly, true worshippers, ecclesia of the
first-born, God’s husbandry, living stones,
children of light, saints in Christ Jesus,
God’s elect, royal priesthood, chosen
generation, household of faith, body of
Christ, children of the resurrection, epistle
of Christ. &e.

The “ true Christian divines’ are the
children of the resurrection, who will be
equal to the angels, and all of them
kings and priests and pastors after God’s
own heart, who shall feed the people with
knowledge.—(Jer. iv. 15; Luke xx. 36;
Rev v. 10)

A true © Christian church” is an
association of gospel-called believers of the
things concerning the Kingdom of God,
and the name of Jesus Christ, who have
all been baptized into his death for the
remission of sins, and who all assemble
avound the memorials of his sufferings
each first-day, for the purpose of wup-
building and purification, agaimst the
time when he shall come again, to bestow
eternal life and inheritance in his kingdom,
on all who have walked worthy of their
high calling. The true Christian church
discards both these terms, as inaccurately
defining the position of those who, having
separated from all the names and denom-
inations have returned to the apostolic
faith and practice. In lieu, therefore, of
names which only identify the bearers with
the corrupt and- nominal profession of the
worldings of our day, they prefer to be
known by a description which distinguishes
them from this entire apostacy, and also
more correctly expresses the character of
the true apostolic work as revived in our
day—that name is Christadelphian ecclesia,
signifying “ called out” to be ¢ Christ's
brethren.”’—(Heb. ii. 12.)

The true * Christian evidence society
is Moses and the prophets, Jesus and the
apostles.—(Ep. ii. 20.)

The true “ Christian ministry * is the
“ ministering to the saints,”’. one towards
another, in the word ot exhortation and in
temporal succour; it also comprehends the
uplifting of the truth for the alien, upon
the principle of *“Let him that heareth
say come.” The true ecclesia of the Deity
are all ministers, and all clergy, seeing
they are all God’s lot and heritage.—(2
Cor. viii, 4; Rev. xxii, 17.)

’
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The true ¢ Christian philosophy »’ is the
wisdom of the cross, which in other words
is the “ preaching of immortality through
acrucified and risen Christ,” and the
joyful acceptance of the position of
ignominy and social reproach, which the
hope thus created brings upon all who on
this account stand apart from the
organized machinery of this evil world,
waiting for the kingdom of God.—(1 Cor.
i 17-23.)

The true ¢ Christian mission” is that
which invites men to faith in the promises
of God: and to repentance and baptism
for the remission of sins; on the ground
that Christ, who was crucified for sin, has
been raised from the dead as the
Almighty’s assurance to all men that He
intends in a now soon-coming day, to
“judge the world in righteousness,” and
to » govern the nations upon ecarth’ by
Jesus Christ.—(Ps. 1xvil.; Acts xvii. 31.)

Genuine * Christian charity ” is that
highest and purest form of love of which
human nature is susceptible, and which is
generated by the truth, understood and
affectionately embraced, It cobsists in
kindness on the basis of the truth and for
the trath’s objects, and therefore done in
the way the truth directs; for the true
charity rejoices exclusively in the truth,
and cannot, therefore, fellowship the
designs of individual or  organised
iniquity.— (t Cor. xiii.)

The true ¢ Christian spirit”” is the

spirit of Christ, and the spirit of the
apostles and prophets, which was a spirit
of hate and hostility towards evil ; and a
spitit of faithful loving zeal towards the
truth and all its uncompromising friends ;
and also, at the same time, a spirit of
benevolent enterprize in all the interests
which centre in Christ ; and a spirit of the
tenderest fostering compassion towards
the helpless and needy of Christ’s flock.
—(Rom. viii. 9; James i. 27 ; John ii.
13-17.)
The real “Christian nations” are the
nations contemporary with the existence
of the kingdom of Christ, who shall
receive the new law from Mount Zion;
and shall be enlightened and made blessed
in Abraham’s gloriously exalted seed, the
Christ.~—(Isa. 1x. 2 ii. 8.)

RerereNce TasLeT No. 172,

DIVINE TESTS.
Jesus gave the Jews a sure test whereby

they might casily satisfy themselves of the
trath of his representations ; he said :
“ He who speaketh of himself secketh his
own glory : but he who secketh His glory
that sent him, the same is true, and no
unrighteousuess is in him.” Tried by
this rule Christ was a truc prophet. It is
also a principle which will yield reliable
results where applicd now. —(John vii. 18.)

The law supplied a test, which had the
Jews applied to Christ they would have
been bound to acquiesce in the claims
which he put forth as founded in trath.
He called their attention to this test in the
statute which says that “the testimony of
two men is true.”” “I am one that bear
witness of myself, and the Father who
sent me beareth witness of me.”” The
argument was conclusive if they had been
reasonable men; but they judged after the
flesh.—(John viii. 17, 18.)

One of the tests which Jesus supplied to
his disciples as a means whereby they
might know for themselves the true from
the false amongst professors, was the
nature of the fruit which they bore : “ by
their fruits,” said he, *shall ye know
them 7—a test which has done good
service in our day, and will, no doubt,
continue to be an wuncrring means of
distinguishing thorns and thistles from
vine and fig trees—try the frmit.—(Matt.
vii. 16.)

The apostle John, in view of false
teachers, who had gone out into the world,
found it needful to furnish his * listle
children ” with a test, by which they
would be enabled quite readily to try
these spirits, whether they were of God
or not; so says he: “ Hereby we know
the spirit of God: every spirit that
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in
the flesh is of God, and cvery spirit that
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come
in the flesh is not of God, but is the
spirit of anti-Christ. The same rule is
a safe one to work by now, for there is
this peculiarity about apostacy, that it
repeats itself ; that which is now has been
before, the same in essence, though may
be, differing in the form it assumes.—
(1 John iv. 1-3.)

Another test is supplied by John, who
says again, “hereby we know the spirit
of truth and the spirit of error.”” In this
case, the knowledge was to be acquired
upon the following principle, viz.: “They,”
says he (ie. the errorists),“are of the
world, therefore they speak of the world,
and the world heareth them.” ¢ We,’
says he, “are of God, he that knoweth
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God heareth us (the true apostles), he
that is not of God heareth not us.”” Now
what can be plainer than this, which was
written not alone for John's time, but for
ours also, that we might have our eyes
open to the subtleties of “ those who live
in error,” who, as beforetime, so now, are
to be discerned by their worldly policy.

Another infallible test of discipleship is
before us in the fact noted by John,
namely, that the devil’s children live in
sin and open disregard of the command-
ments of Christ; but that, on the other
hand, the true children of God may be
known by a manifest course of righteous-
ness, dictated by the love of the truth.—
(1 John iii. 7-10.)

Isaiah also gives us a means of testing
and ascertaining the true nature and value
of what men may say and do; says he,
“To the law and to the testimony—if
they speak not according to this Word, it
is because there is no light in them. Here
is given the true reason ; the word is the
light, therefore whoever speaks away from
this is but a lamp without oil and devoid
of any illuminating combustion or power
of enlightenment in divine ideas.—{Isaiah
viii, 16.)

RerereENCE TaBLET No. 173.

FUTURE versus PRESENT.

What is currently known as ‘‘orthodox
religion > erroneously affirms that the
following things are or ought to be
matters of present experience and attain-
ment ; or that they are things concerning
which we ought to believe that it is
proper they should exist now; hence they
believe in a

Present salvation.

Present immortality.

Present kingdom of God.

Present reign of Christ.

Present judgment (at death.)

Present heaven for believers.

Present hell-fire for the ungodly.

Present rewards and punishments.

Present Spirit-birth.

Present realization of the promises.

Present priesthood on earth (Roman
Catholics and Church of England).

Present inheritance.

Present resurrection (Swedenborgiaus).

Present Church and State.

Present state of peace on the earth (the
Friends).

Present sinlessness.

Present coming of Christ (at death.)

Present worldly well-being

Present conversion of the world.

Present Church-militaryism,

Present glory and honour.

Present inspiration of the Spirit.

The Bible teaches that all these things
are, properly speaking,in the future, and
therefore, at present matters of promise
and hope to be rejoiced in prospectively,
as the portion of those who overcome ; or,
on the other hand, they are the wholesome
¢¢ terrors .of the Lord,” in reserve for those
who baving known the way of truth, turn
aside to foily. So a true and just concep-
tion of the divine purpose as revealed,
leads to a complete reversal of the picture,
and a corresponding change of mind to the
scriptural position which is emphatically
one of waiting for

Future salvation.—(Rom. xiii. 11.)

Future immortality. — (Rom. ii. 7, 16.)

Fature kingdom of God.—(Rev. xi. 15.)

Future reign of Christ.—(Rev. xx. 4.)

Future judgment.—2 Tim. iv. 1.)

Future heaven for the accepted.—(Rev.
xxi. 1, 4.)

Future hell fire.—(Matt. xxv. 31, 41.)

Future rewards and punishments.—(2
Thess. i. 7-10.)

Fuature Spirit birth.—(Luke xx. 36;
1 John iii. 2 ; Phil. iii, 20, 21; Gal, vi. 8;
1 Cor. xv. 46.)

Future realization of the promises.—
Rom. iv. 13-18; Heb. xi. 13.)

Futore priesthood on earth.—{Rev. v.
9, 10.)

Future inheritance.—(Matt. v. 5; Rev.
xxi. 7.)

Future resurrection.—(Rev. xi. 18.)

Future Church and State.—(Rev. xx.4,)

Future state of peace.—(Matt. x. 34,
with Isaiah ii. 4.)

Future absence of sin in the constitu-
tion.—(Luke xx. 86; Rev. xix. 8; 1
John i, 8.)

Future coming of Christ.—(Matt. xxvi.
64.)
Future well-being on the earth.—(Psalm
xxxvii, 115 Isaiah Iv. 12; lxvi, 10.)

¥uture conversion of the world,.—
(Zeph. iii. 8, 9; Luke xviii. 8.)

Future military attitude of Christ’s
brethren.—(Psalm exlix. 6-9; Rev, ii. 26,
27; xix. 11-15.)

Future glory and honour.—(Rom., ii. 7,
16.)

Future possession of the Spirit.—(Heb.
vi. 5.)

The Bible shows us, however, that there
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are present aspects to some of these things |
which it is but too usual to ignore, or |
displace from the position of prominence |
given to them in the Seripiures.  The |
connection between the aspect referred to |
is the conncetion there is between heirship |
and inheritance, or between sowing and |
reaping, or between faith and sicht; and, |
thercfore, when scripturally anderstood, it
is a most important feature in its place,
and which cannot be left out of
account without seriously imperilling our
salvation. Some of these present bearings
cnjoined upon our attention in the Serip-
tures as cssential to final acceptance are as
follow: --
Present obedience.—(1 Pet. i. 14.)
Present holiness.—(1 Tet. i. 15.)
Prescnt humility,—(James iv. 10.)
Present diligence~—(2 Det. iii. 14.)
Present temperance.—(1 Cor. ix. 25.
Present patience.—(Heb. x. 36.)
Present watchfulness.—(Matt. xxiv, 42.)
Present labour.—(John vi. 27.)
Present sacrifice.—(Rom. xii. 1; Phil.
iii. 8).
Present faithfulness.—{Luke xv1.10,11.)
Present crucifying of the desires.—
(Gal. v. 24).
Present tribulation.—(Acts
Lnke vi. 21.)
Present thankfulness.—(Col. 1ii. 15.)
Present acceptance of evil —(Matt. v. 39).
Present  isolation.—(Luke xiv. 33; 1 \
Pet. ii. 11 i
Present reproach.—(Heb. xi. 26.) |
Present endurance,~— Matt. x. 22.) i
Present well-doing. (1 Pet. ii. 15.)
Present reading of the Seriptures —(1 i
Tim. iv. 13 5 Isaiah xxxiv. 16.) i
\

xiv. 22;

Present prayerfuloess. — (Rom. xii 12.)
Present hospitality —(Rom. xii. 13.)
Present bountifulness.—(2 Cor. ix. 6.)
Present purity.—(Martt. v. 8,) I
Present assembling together.— (Heb, x. l
25.
Present seed-sowing —{Gal. vi. 6-10.)
Present companionship with the poor of
this world.— (Luke xiv. 18; vi. 20; xiv.
13; James ii. 5.)

Present warfare with sin.—(2 Cor. x. 4.) |

RefFerence TaBrer No. 174.

THE WAY T0O DO IT.

Exhort, with doctrine.—(2 Tim. iv. 2.)
Love, with pwity.—(L Pet. i. 22,)
Give, with liberality.—(Rom. xii. 8.)

_ Reprove, with long-suffering.—(2 Tim,
. 2.)

Run, with patience.— (Heb. xii. 1.)
Rule. with difigence.—(Rom. xii. 8.)
Work, with quietness —(2 Thes. iii. 12.)
Instruet, with meekness, — (2 Tim.
(i 15)
Wateh with perseverance.-—(Eph. vi. 18.)
Labour with might.—(Ece. ix. 10;
Col. iil. 23)
Fat with thanksgiving.—(1 Tim. iv. 3.)
Sing praises with understanding.—(Psa.
xlvii. 7.)
_Shew mercy with cheerfnlness.—Rom.
xii. 8.)
Read the word with trembling.—(Isaiah
Ixvi. 2.)
Resise the devil with steadfastness.—
(1 Pet. v. 9.)
Feed the flock willingly.—(1 Pet. v. 2).
Strive lawfully. - (2 Tim. ii. 5.)
Live peacefully, - (Rom. xii. 18.)
Pray in faith.~(James i. 6.)
Walk in love.—(Eph. v. 2.)
Rejoice in hope,—(Rom. xii. 12.)
Minister in God's strength.—(1 Pet.
iv. 11.)
Obey in singleness of heart.—(Col.
iii. 22.)
Speak according to the oracles.—(1 Pet.
iv. 11.
Seek life by well doing.—(Rom. ii. 7.)
Pass the time in fear.—(1 Pet. 1. 17.)
Do all things without murmuring.—
Phil. ii. 14.)

Rertrence Tasier No. 175.

i SPRAY FROM THE WATER OF

LIFE.

The Lord’s prayer may be equally

| divided into the things concerning God,
, and the things concerning His children,

thus : “ Our Father,” “our bread,” *our
debts,” “ounr evil,’” “our temptations;”’
and on the other hand: “ Thy name,”
“Thy kingdom,” “Thy will)” “Thy
power,” ¢ Thy glory.”—(Matt. vi.)

For specifications of the qualifications
necessary to the inheritance of the king-
dom, see David's list {Psa. Xv.; xxiv.);
Isaial’s list (Isa. xxxiii. 14-17); Mical’s
list (Mic. vi. 6-8); Zechariah’s list (Zech.
viil. 16, 17) ; Christ's list (Matt. v. 3-12) ;
Paul's list (Gal. v. 22, 23); Peter’s list
(2 Pet. i, 5-8); and James's list (Jas.
i, 27.)

God's law is perfeet, His testimonies
sure, His statutes right, His command-
ments pure, IHis fear clear, and His
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judgments true. They make wisc the
simple, rejoice the heart, enlighten the
eyes, warn the unwary, and endure for
ever. They are more precious than gold,
more pure than silver, sweeter than houey,
hotter than fire, heavier than a hammer,
and sharper than any two-edged sword.—
(Psa. xix. 7-11; xii, 6; Jer. xxiil. 29;
Heb. iv. 12.)

The following is a form of blessing
vsed in the time of David (Psa. xx.),
arranged after the order of Aaron’s
blessing. It reads thus :—

The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble.

The Lord defend thee.

The Lord send thee help from the
sanctuary.

The Lord strengthen thee out of Zion.

The Lord remember all thy offerings.

The Lord accept thy burnt sacrifice.

The Lord grant thee according to thy
heart.

The Lord fulfil all thy counsel.

The following is what David realized in
God in connection with his deliverance
from Saul and all his enemies.—(2 Sam.
xxil.) The divers aspects of the Divine
goodness in which he was lead to rejoice
may be arranged in order, thus : —

The Lord is my rock.

The Lord is my fortress.

The T.ord is my deliverer.

The Lord is my shield.

The Lord is my salvation.

The Lord is my high tower.

The Lord is my refuge

The Lord is my Saviour.

The Lord is my strength.

The Lord is my lamp.

Jesus gives the following description of
the Jewish spiritual leaders of His day :
he publicly indicated them as hypocrites,
blind, pretenders, devourers, dead bones,
iniquitous, serpents, vipers, extortioners,
incontinent, fools, whited sepuichres, and
unclean. And in speaking of the just
judgment to which they had rendered
themselves amenable, he expressed it in
the following thrce significant words—
hell, desolation, condemuation. — (Matt.
xxiil.)

Oue of the charges against Israel by
Hosea, was that she had said “I will go
after my lovers, who give me my bread,
my water, my wool, my flax, mine oil, and
my drink.”  Jehovah said to her, “she
does not know that I gave her corn, and
wine, and oil, and silver, and gold.”
Therefore said Jehovah, I will take away
my corn, and my wine, and my wool, and
my flax.”— (Hos. ii. 5-9.) ’

Our responsibilities are just the measure
of our privileges ; to whom much is given
much will be required ; and neither may
those least blessed hope on that account
to escape the rendering of a statement of
what they have done with the little with
which they have been entrusted.

WRESTLINGS,

IN WIIICH AN ABRAHAMIC SOJOURNER ENGAGES ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS WITIL

VARIOUS ADVERSARIES :

SOME FRIENDLY AND SOME NOT.

No. 4.~ TUE WORK OF THL TRUTIl AND ITS OBJECTS.

Enthusiastic  Enguirer~who has  read
several Christadelphian works, and becomes
convinced of the truth without personal
intercourse with anyone—(enters Sojourner’s
office). s it here where Christadelphian
works are to be had ?

Sojourner.—Yes.

E.F.—Are you Mr, Sojourner ?

Sojourner.—Yes.

E.F.—(extends his hand). Why 1 am
glad to see you. (Shakes Soiourner wvery
heartily by the hand). I have had such a
job to find you.

Sojourner.—Indeed! I am sorry.

E.E.—1 have; and I may as well tell
you I have a crow to pluck with you on the

subject, as the saying is. I think you are
to blame—decidedly to blame. It relieves
me to tell you so, and I hope you won’t be
offended.
Sopourner.—1 think I won’t be offended.
I am accustomed to hard words. But what
do you think 1 am to blame about ?
F.E.—The very poor arrangements there
are for letting people know about the truth.
Syourner.—1 do not quite understand you.
1. K. ~—~Why, here 1 am; I live in the
neighbourhood of London, and I have got
hold of the truth by the merest chance, I
haven’t to thank any Christadelphian for it.
1 happened to see a placard posted up in a
provincial town—not in London, mark you;
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and but for this I should have been left in
darkness till the present moment. How do
you think men and women are to be saved
if there is no one o enlighten them ?

Sojourner, — You take the thing very
warmly.

E.E.—1 do, and T ought, and you ought.
It is something to be warm about. Here is
the world lying in midnight darkness, yet
there are such poor arrangements to show
the light, that a poor benighted wanderer
like myself has to go to a provincial town
and see a placard in a perfectly casual
manner before he can know anything about
it!

Sgpourner.—It looks very bad, but are you
not hasty in blaming anybody for it ?

E.E.—Why, who can be to blame but
those to whom God has given the truth in
His providence? Ought they not to be a
city on a hill that cannot be hid ?

Scjourner.—Perhaps they are not so much
to blame as you think when all the facts
are known. I like your enthusiastic view
of the case, but facts must guide and sober
our decisions,

E.E.—1 know of no facts that can justify
so glorious a thing being kept so completely
in a corner. Why, it affects every man and
woman in the world more than how they
are to get their living, and yet you take the
matter so quietly, that by the merest chance
I came across your books, and then I had
the greatest difficulty in hunting you out
or getting to know anything about you. I
went to your dep6t in London and found it
had removed, but there had been no public
announcement of the removal, and nobody
could tell me anything about it. They
thoaght T might get to know something at
Birmingham, so I came, and here I am, but
not without much asking here and there.
Somebody must be to blame for such
perfectly poor enterprise in such a vastly
important affair,

Sojourner. — Your enthusiasm is quite
refreshing ; but I feel certain a little more
acquaintance with the matter will cool your
feelings and even change them. Perhaps
you would wonder that so much has been
done; that is presuming you are a reasonable
man ? (looking enquiringly at E.E.).

E.E.—1hope I am reasonable. I try to
be so. I know T am a little ardent.

Sojourner.—Ardour is so very scarce in
relation to divine things, that it is easy to
bear with it when it shows itself, even if a
little excessive ; but it is possible for ardour
to blind the judgment and lead a man to
erroneouis conclusions.

F.E—No doubt, no doubt; but I think
a man is more liable to err in a matter of
this sort from want of ardour than from too
much of it.

Sofourner.—1 won’t deny that; but in the
present case it is too much ardour that is the
matter, or rather ardour unregulated by

4

correctness of view.

£.£.—You think so? Well, I am open
to correction.

Sojourner.—~Who posted up the placard
that first drew your attention to the sruth ?

£.E.—I dor’t know.

Sojourner.—If you did know, perhaps you
would discover that it was one of these you
are blaming who in that cass has proved to
you a city on a hill that cannot be hid.

L.E.~I believe it had no connection with
your people in any way ; but even if it had,
1 don’t see that it would mend the matter:
only to think that my knowledge of the
truth should have to depend upon that ome
bill! Why, a shower of rain might have
washed it off, or the bill poster might have
had an accident before he put it up, or I
might have turned down a different street
and never seen it.

Sojourner. — But none of these things
happened, you see. The bill was there for
you to see,

E.E.—Yes, but is it reasonable that my
acquaintance with such an  important
matter should have depended upon a trifle
like that ? The matter should be so broadly
and conspicuously and constantly before the
public that no earnest man could miss
seeing it.

Sopourner, — What do you mean by
“broadly and conspicuously and constantly
before the public ?”’

E.E.—1I think that is tolerably expressive
of my meaning. T don’t know that I could
make it clearer than that.

Sgjourner.—1 want to know what means
you would adopt to keep the truth ¢ broadly
and conspicuously and constantly before the
public.””  Come to particulars. Give me
your idea.

E.E.—Well, there ought to be a lecturer
in every town, or every town ought to be
visited very frequently by a professional
lecturer, and there ought to be bills of his
lectures constantly on the walls, and
advertisements in the papers, Then you
might have an incessant distribution of
tracts and pamphlets.

Sorourner.~It seems to me you cannot
have had much experience of such work.

E.E.—Experience! Don’t raise the bug-
bear of “experience.”” That is what my
friends used to constantly harp on in my old
connection. I say it is a shame to raise any
such worldly-minded obstacles in the way of
a great and Divine work like this.

Sojourner.—But, my dear friend, listen to
reason.

L.KE.—1 consider I have reason on my
side.

Sojourner.— Let me see if it is so.

LE~Well?

Sojourner.~You consider you have found
the truth ?

E.£.~Thank God, I do.

Syjourner.—Well, suppose you were the
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first that had found it—s mebody had to be
first, you know.

E.E—Well ?

Sojourncr.—What would you have done to
make it known ?

L. E.—1 would have done the best I could.

Sojowrner.—Come to particulars: would
you have had a lecturer in every town ?

LB —(timidly smiling).—Well, of course,
that woula have been impossible.

Sejourner.— Would you have visited every
town and kept the walls constantly placarded
and the papers advertised of your lectures ?

E.E.—1 don’t know what I might not
have done. I might even have done that if
I had had an independent income.

Sojourner.—But deal with the case as it
stands. I gather from your remarks that
you are not in the possession of an inde-
pendent income ?

E.E.—No: thank God for that! Iread
in my Testament that Ged hath chosen the
poor, rich in faith.

Sojourner.—Very well, being poor, how
would you have made the truth known ?

E.E.—4T think I see where you are leading
me.

Sojourner.—~Never mind; an honest man
never objects to be led to a full test of the
truth. Would you have distributed tracts
and pamphlets broadcast; would you have
hired halls, and blown the trumpet, and
kept the truth ¢ broadly, and conspicuously,
and constantly before the public?”’

. E.—Of course I could not have done so.
I would have done the best I could.

Sojourner.—What would that have been ?

E.E~—~Well, as a working man, it could
not have been much. 1 might bave engaged
a room and given addresses on Sundays, and
put out bills and advertisements, perhaps,
for the people to come.

Sojourner.—~A. room, and bills, and ad-
vertisements every week would be a heavy
expense to a working man, wouldn't it? 1t
would make rather a large hole in a week's
wages ?

K. E—Wel], when I think of it, it would.
I would have dome the best I could, at all
events, and no doubt 1 would have got help
by and bye.

Sojourner.~Well, let us suppose that by a
great stretch, you had been able to keep the
room open and to lecture every week, what
would you have thought if somebody finding
the truth in London, through one of the
bills you had put out, had come to you and
scolded you for doing so disgracefully little ?

E.E.—(smiles). Well, 1 should have
been pleased in one way.

Sojourner.—Should you bave thought him
justified in condemning you for doing the
best you could ?

£.E.—1 see where you sre driving.

Sojourner.~Should you have thought him
a practical man if he had urged you to visit
every town and keep the truth ‘ broadly,

and conspicuously, and constantly before the
public 27

E.E—Ah, but you see, the cases are very
different, 1 should have been a private
individual, without anything in my power,
whereas, as 1 understand, there is a large
machinery in your hands for the publication
of the truth.

Sojourner.—The cases arc not so different
as you imagine. There is a larger machinery
now than there once was, because there once
was none; but you are evidently under an
erroneous idea as to the present extent of
that machinery. The arrangements you
have advocated would require a priucely
revenue—equal at least to that enjoyed by
the Universities, whereas the truth has no
revenue for disposal in that way whatever.
What is done in the way of room hiring,
bill posting, tract distributing, &e., is done
by the spontanecus small weekly offerings of
the poor people who bave received the truth,
for God hath chosen the poor, as you said a
moment ago.

F.E.—But there must be something more
than that. Where do all these books come
from ?

Sopourner.—The printer prodaces them.

E.E.—Yes, but who pays the printer”

Sojourner.—The purchasers of the books.

E. E.—~Well, of course, in the long run,
that is true of all books, but who pays the
printer meanwhile ¢

Sojourner.—He is not paid meanwhile,

E L. —Do you mean tiut you owe Lim for
them ?

Sojourner.—No, I don’t.

E.E.—I don’t understand you.

Sojourner.— They are his property. 1T
merely sell them for him. e chooses to
print them at his own risk, and wait the
sale. We have a written agreement to that
effect. Virtually, this office is his warehouse,

E.E~—Do I understand that the printer is
a Christadelphian then ¥

Svjourner.~—No he is not; be prints with
business objects purely, and places the books
in my hands to turn into money for him.

E.E.—1t is a very extraordinary affair.

Sojourner.—1t is, no doubr, an unusual
business arrangeent, but I do not see how,
in the ubsence of it, the publicaticn of the
truth that has been accomplisbed could have
taken place. It has been God’s providence
for the work. As I have said, the truth
being in the hands of the poor, had no
capital at its disposal. They began by
doing the best they could. That was very
insignificant, but one thing led to another
till “things assumed their present form.
Thus, in a peculiar sense, so far as the truth
hias been served in our day by publication,
God has made use of *‘things that ure
not.”

E.E. -1 begin to feel T have made a
mistake.

Sojourner.—A nataral one, Mr. linthusi-






