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He (Jesus) that satictifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father):
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN."—(Heb. ii. 11.)

"For the earnest expectation of the creature ivaitethfor the manifestation of THU
SONS OF GOD."—(Rom. viii. 19.)

No. 151. JANUARY, 1877. Vol. XIV.

FOE AND AGAINST THE TRUTH.
B Y D R . THOMAS.

THE truth creates u sides ;" the for-it side, and the against-it side ; and
between these two sides there is no neutral ground. He that is not for me,
saith Jesus, is against me; and he styled himself u the truth." If we are
for the truth, we cannot encamp with the enemy, and co-operate with them.
Being for the truth, it will place us in the minority, and identify us with
those who suffer tribulation for the truth's sake. He that runs with the
hare, but holds with the hounds, will never save the fugitive from being
worried to death. There were men in the days of Jesus who would preach
his doctrine, and not speak lightly of him, but would also carefully avoid
identification with his unsavory name. This is referable to the pride of
life, love of popularity, or to some other equally unworthy thing. It is
certainly a course not prompted by a devotion to the truth, or a love of
righteousness. Moses acted not thus. He renounced the throne and
treasures of Egypt for the society of enslaved brickmakers. The other
course evinces indecision of character which cannot be approved of the
Lord when he appears. Skykingdomism is unscriptural and wholly false;
and therefore subversive, wherever it prevails, of " the gospel of the
kingdom of God," which is wholly scriptural and only and altogether true.
If I identify myself, without a standing protest against it, with those who
believe and advocate it, I become by example an enemy of that which I
believe is true.—Herald, 1853,



THE HOLY LAND AND ITS PROSPECTS.

CHKIST'S WORK YET BEFOKE HIM.

" How great was my surprise," says a converted Jew in writing to a
friend, " when I read those clear and striking descriptions of the prophet
concerning the person, life, sufferings, death, and resurrection of the
Messiah, which I had never seen or heard before! For, you well know that
Isaiah fifty-third, Daniel ninth, and many other parts of the writings of the
prophets, are not included in the Haphtorth, (that is, the portions selected
to be read in the Synagogue,) nor are they read by many in private.

<l I now eagerly desired to know whether all that had been foretold by
the prophets had been fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth. I therefore procured
a copy of the New Testament, the first I ever touched ; for you remember
how often we were cautioned against it, and told that ' to touch a New
Testament was as defiling as to touch a swine.' I read the gospels twice
over. All was new and unheard of before. It is impossible to describe
my astonishment in reading these writings. How different is the real
character of Jesus from that blasphemous account of him called Toldoth
Jeslnij which we were in the habit of reading every year on the evening
before Christinas day. Truly he is the chief among ten thousand, and
altogether lovely, and as the poet sung,

' All human beauties, all divine,
In my beloved meet and shine;
His worth, if all the nations knew,
Sure the whole world would love him too.'

" I was equally surprised to find the most minute predictions fulfilled in
Jesus. My judgment was soon convinced that he was the promised
Messiah, and I began to rejoice in the hope of glory."

If by the " most minute predictions" is meant " all that had been
foretold by the prophets," the writer is greatly mistaken ; but if he mean
that all predicted concerning the Messiah in the day of his mortality
was most minutely fulfilled, he is perfectly correct. Much, very much,
remains to be fulfilled of what the prophets have spoken concerning him.
His work is yet before him; and therefore the indispensable necessity of
his reappearance on earth, not in weakness, however, but in power and
great glory."—DR. THOMAS, Herald, 1853.

THE HOLY LAND AND ITS PEOSPEOTS.

BY COLONEL GAWLER.

(Continued from p. 545, vol. xi'd.)

HAVING thus proved, though with great brevity, that the future of our earth is
big with the most portentous, gracious, and glorious events that can befall any
portion of universal creation, I now come to the point of producing sober and
scriptural evidence that those events are so near at hand as to have already



T H E H 0 L Y L A N D A N D ITS PBOSPECTS,

commenced their operation. I beg you still to be assured, that attention is
rigidly directed to lay before you nothing but unexaggerated realities.

The Most High God changes not. His word " will stand for ever." Those
mighty events must occur in some age of this world; why should they not
happen in the period in which we are living ? Does there exist any divine rule
by which we ourselves are exempted from the operation of wonderful
dispensations ?

Surely, we know the very opposite. We know that it is sober truth to say,
" we are already living in an age of wonders." Contemplate the last fifty
years. Is there any similar period in the whole volume of history, to which
may be applied with so much emphasis that prophetic indication of the
approach of miraculous things, " many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall be increased? . . . ."—(Dan. xii. 4.)

1.—Napoleon Buonaparte, the omen-king of our age, a character unequalled
in mere human history as a forerunning cause and sign of most extraordinary
consequences, died in 1821. Commencing almost from the year of his
dissolution, a series of very great public events, linked indispensably the one
to the other, reached at length to the effects of establishing entirely new
currents of opinions and feelings in the Turkish government, and throughout
its vast empire; and of giving to the great European powers (especially to
England,) an amount of influence in Syria before unknown.

Up to this period, the travelling of scientific men in Asiatic Turkey had been
carried on under risk so considerable, and restraints so burthensome, that
but few entered the field of exploration. Now, "the gates of brass" were
broken.—(Isaiah xlv. 2.) Travellers of all classes and countries, especially
from Great Britain, Germany, and North America, poured in upon Syria.
The geography and statistics of this and the neighbouing districts became
well understood ; and politics and commerce combined with science and
religious aspirations, to stimulate facilities for rapid passenger conveyance.
A tour in Syria is now little more than a cheap and easy spring or autumn
relaxation.

The gratification which the tourists experienced, and the knowledge they
acquired, have reacted most powerfully on their parent communities. The
press in England, Germany, and America, has been loaded almost to satiety
with their narratives. Our tables are spread with the productions of their
pencils. Models and exhibitions of scenes in Jerusalem and Palestine have
been numerous, popular, and lucrative; even the favourite novel of tiie day
a few years ago was directed to the subject (Tancred, by Disraeli), and the
spirit of this country, at least, has been awakened to interest of a depth and
amount before unknown, for the Holy Land and for the Jewish people.

Your own conduct is an evidence that I am describing to you sober realities.
When in 1850, soon after my return from Syria, I, in compliance with your
wishes, gave you an address upon that country and its present condition,
this room was filled to repletion; and now again, when in response to your
repeated invitations I have come to offer my opinions upon its u near future
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prospects," I find a complete audience and the deepest attention. My own
observations have led me to believe, that throughout the length and breadth
of this island, the public mind is ready to give to the subject the same close
and hearty consideration and welcome. The train is already laid; there is
wanted but a spark of divine fire to illumine the whole horizon of England.

We certainly have sound reason to be even sure, that of the thousands who
have thus travelled, and of the hundreds of thousands who have thus become
deeply interested, a very large proportion have been influenced by love and
veneration for the holy word of the God of Israel. The interest in anything,
of like considerable numbers, is without a parallel in the page of history. It
stands out broad and clear, as a most peculiar feature of our own wonderful times.

Of what then is it a sure and certain scriptural warning ? Is it not, that
"the time to favour her" (Zion), "yea, the set time, is come," "For thy
servants take pleasure in her stones, and favour the dust thereof ?"—
(Psalm cii. 13.)

The passage just quoted, immediately continues with the subjects that I have
before closely placed in the same connection and sequence, as follows:—

" So the heathen," the nations, u shall fear the name of the Lord, and all the
kings of the earth thy glory. When the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall
appear in His glory."

The warning is then most expressly addressed—to whom do you think ?
Perhaps to you ; it is " a message from God " to you, certainly in greater
probability to you, than to any other generation that has lived, or will live,
upon earth. This address is as follows:—

" This shall be written for the generations to come :" and the people which
shall be created, " which shall be in existence when God shall commence the
restoration of Zion, shall praise the Lord!" Think upon it! If it be a
message from God to us, let not the Nineveh marbles which have just come to
our museums, speak out in judgment against us ! °

2.—Another very great direct evidence of the commencement of the
marvellous period I have described exists, I conceive, in the almost complete
inversion of the state of feelings which so long subsisted between Christians
and Jews. It is not too much to say, that for nearly eighteen centuries they,
as denominations of men, hated each other with most deep and bitter enmity.

The bright morning of a new moral creation has much more than dawned,
" with healing in its wings." The Jew now generally takes his suitable place
in social life, " sans peur et sans reproche ; " and his intercourse with persons of
other creeds is not accompanied by stronger or more frequent sensations of
uncomfortableness, than those which exist between the members of the
different Christian denominations.

Kegarding this state of things altogether by itself as a matter of political
cause and consequence, it certainly is, in itself, a powerful direct indication of

• " So the people of Nineveh believed God. . . For word came to the King of
Nineveh, and he arose from his throne."—(Jonah ii. 5, 6.)
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the near approach of great events. It is opposed to all reasonable probability
that the great impulse which in the last half century has done so much, should
lose its momentum at the present medium condition. It is, on the contrary,
(reasoning from mere natural laws) in accordance with the highest probability,
that impulse will increase with the very proportion of nearness of approach to
the centre of mighty attraction. Have we not, in addition, the " fiat," the
u let it be," of the Supreme Controller of all events for such a conclusion ?
And if so, who shall hinder it ?

" Who hath heard such a thing; who hath seen such things ? Shall the
earth be made to bring forth in one day ? Shall a nation be born at once ?
For as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.

" Shall I bring to the birth and not cause to bring forth ? saith the Lord.
Shall I cause to bring forth and shut the womb ? saith thy God."—(Isaiah lxvi.
8, 9.)

3.—The divine declaration just quoted may connect the great point of
evidence last considered, with that upon which we now enter. Its fulfilment
springs, as a necessary consequence, from the last subject, whilst it is, in itself,
a portion of the present.

" Thy people," it is solemnly announced, " shall be willing in the day of thy
power."—(Psalm ex. 3.) The Jewish people have begun to be, wisely,
practically, and scripturally willing, in a manner in which, from the
period of the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, they never before have
been willing; on this ground alone, therefore, we may soberly expect that
the great day of divine power has commenced.0 . . .

I must not here attempt to describe at any length the most persevering and
self-denying exertions towards the amelioration of the condition of his
brethren in Palestine and throughout the world, of that expansive and large-
hearted man, Sir Moses Montefiore. Calculated to attain to a distinguished
public position in any age, he has, in that in which we live, become a most
prominent and extensively influential means of producing the great and happy
change of feelings between Jews and Christians, of rescuing the former from
oppression and persecution, of drawing public attention towards the Holy Land,
and of fostering the disposition for industrial occupations which has arisen
among its Jewish residents.

I, you are aware, can speak from personal experience in regard to one
of Sir Moses Montefiore's visits to the land of his fathers—that of the year
1849. I had once (as I informed your Association in 1850) the intention of
laying a narrative of that deeply interesting journey before the public; but, to
my great sorrow, other affairs, unexpected, and of a very harassing character,
obliged me to postpone the attempt. During this tour, as well as that in 1839,
which Lady Montefiore has described in a private volume, petitions were
presented to Sir Moses by different bodies of Jewish residents, for his influence
to obtain for them the permission and the means to support themselves by the
cultivation of the soil.

* Hardly; but rather is on the eve of commencing.—Dr. Thomas*
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From, (I think,) in a very considerable degree, the stimulas of these
beginnings have arisen three active associations.

One, managed by Jews and Christians in union for "Promoting Jewish
Settlements in Palestine;" chiefly, as maybe seen by its address, through
the encouragement of agricultural and pastoral occupations in the more
northern districts. . . .

I would now beg you to return in your minds to the main argument, excusing
the digression into which you have been led from it. The argument, you will
remember, was, that as the Jewish people had begun to be wisely, practically,
and scripturally willing, therefore, on this ground alone, considered in connection
with the Divine declaration, that the people of God should be willing in the
day of His power, we might soberly expect that this day of marvellous power
has already commenced.

Your attention lias been called to the facts, that the Holy Land prepared
by depopulation has been thrown open to easy access, that interest has been
excited most deeply and extensively toward it, that the Jewish people have
been raised from centuries of oppression and degradation, that the long
standing death-feud between themselves and Christians has ceased, and that
they have begun to be practically willing to improve and strengthen their
position in Palestine. I now proceed to offer as the last proof to be here
produced of the approach of a marvellous change, that a Gentile nation has
been prepared, and stands summoned, to commence the movement.

Great Britain is, in a marvellous manner, precisely at the period when she
ought to be, ready for the mighty operation.

Abounding in wealth at home as no nation has ever before abounded, from
the addition of the golden stores of Australia to the produce of her former
unparalleled trade and commerce; powerful in arms on sea and land; her
dependencies overshadowing the earth to its extremities, and her influence
penetrating into almost, if not altogether, every community under heaven
into which the hunted Jew has been driven; peaceful within herself in a
manner rarely equalled in the history of mankind; she is certainly ready for
the most glorious work, if she have the heart to arise and do it.

Moreover, she is not only ready for it, but is summoned to it.
If she docs not hear the still small voice of Deity, which invites her, as u the

end of the earth " that is to proclaim the time and to assist in " casting up the
way " (Isaiah lxii.) as "the land overshadowing the globe with its extremities,"
that is to be the means of blowing a "trumpet" and lifting up u a standard"
to the nations c? as " the daughter " or representative in the modern world, of
ancient Tyre, which is to be "there with her gift," as the tin-producing

* Isaiah xviii.—It is not " the land widely overshadowing with wings (dominion) from
beyond to rivers of Cush," that lifts up the standard and blows the trumpet, but the Lord
then in Zion, who says: " I will be still (yet in my dwelling-place I will be without fear) as
dry heat, impending lightning, as a cloud of dew "in the heat of harvest." The trumpet to
be*blown is Messiah's proclamation from Jerusalem, specially to the overshadowing land,
and generally to the inhabitants of the world, announcing that the hour of judgment has
come, and commanding the return of his nation in the ships of Tarsliisn to the place
appointed— Dr. Thomas.
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" Tarshish," whose ships are to be the first to bring returning Hebrews to the
name of the Lord their God.—If she does not hear these invitations, she may,
at least, attend to a call which might issue in the earthquake and in the whirl-
wind—the necessities of her commercial existence.

Let England be deprived of her colonies and dependencies, and she would,
as a matter of course and necessity, fall into the condition of a second-rate
state. Deprive her yet further of her colonial trade, and of the foreign
commerce which is procured and kept for her by her foreign possessions,
and the rejected dividend papers of her national debt would furnish fuel for
a flame that would soon bum her as bare as the rock of Tyre.

Divine providence has placed Syria and Egypt in the very gap between
England and the most important regions of her colonial and foreign trade,
India, China, the Indian Archipelago and Australia. She does not require or
wish for increase of territory; already has she (that dangerous boon), more
direct dominion than she can easily maintain; but she does most urgently
need the shortest and the safest lines of communication to the territories
already possessed. .

Egypt and Syria stands in intimate connection. A foreign hostile power
mighty in either, would soon endanger British trade and communications
through the other. Hence the loud providential call upon her, to exert herself
energetically for the amelioration of the condition of both of these provinces.
Egypt ;;:? has improved greatly by British influence, and it is now for England
to set her hand to the renovation of Syria, through the only people whose
energies will be extensively and permanently in the work—the real children of
the soil, the sons of Israel.

CONCLUSION.

In conclusion, I would faithfully express the hope—that, breaking through
the mist of this atmosphere of delusions, you may first, more clearly discern
and grasp that source of all, that greatest of all, that sum and substance of
all, realities; the intensely present, infinitely great, and infinitely minute God,
the God of revelation. That you will then (as every human being is
authorised to do), as a responsible created thing, in your secret chamber, stand
before His presence and His throne. That you will there repeat and present
the great realities occurring around you, which have been under consideration—
realities that bear the aspect of being in strict conformity with the indications
of His faithful, unbending, unchangeable word.

If these things are fulfilled in sincerity, the petition must enter his ear with a
speed greater than that of your own electric spark. Will you not receive in
reply, in chracters of eternal light upon the heart, " It is come and it is done,

of
yp shall not escape. But the King of the North (the Russo-Assynan Gog or Czar) shall

have power over the treasures of gold and silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt.'
This is Egypt's fate in " the time of the end."—Dr. Thomas.
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saith the Lord God, this is the day whereof I have spoken! " °
If in this age of unprecedented natural wonders, it should happen to be

really so, if this great and crowning wonder, the goodness of God to His land
and to His people, is truly in its commencement, of what unspeakable
importance it is to individuals and communities that they should be braced up
in preparedness for all subordinate events and duties!

Our cherished Nineveh antiquities may remind us again, that when agents
chosen for any especial duty shrink from their required work, the Supreme
Controller of the universe is not wanting in the power to bring them back to it,
although it may be by means at which human nature recoils.—(Jonah ii.)
England, highly prosperous in most circumstances, has been for some years past
visited by a really marvellous, unprecedented and alarming class of evils. Her
different administrations have been smitten with paralysis, decay and
dissolution, in modes so extraordinary, that notwithstanding our immense body
of national political intelligence, experience and activity, it has been scarcely
possible—at times not possible—to find substitutes for them. A mighty nation,
in great general prosperity, has been not unfrequently in the position of going
a-begging for a government.

Hitherto, under Divine providence, but little substantial evil has resulted.
The ship has been sailing in a smooth sea, with a fair wind, in which it
mattered not much that the eyes of the pilots should have been smitten with
dimness, or the hand of the helmsman with paralysis. If the favourable gale
had changed to a rotatory hurricane, what might have been the result to
England ? Steadfastly persuaded as I am that the horizon is black with portents
of danger, I would offer my carefully considered opinion (remembering always,
as I do, that an invisible pen is, even now, recording my words as well as
your thoughts), that one very great cause of this remarkable infliction upon
the British Empire, has been that of our blind negligence in regard to the
lawful openings that have been presented for ameliorating the condition of
Syria, and of the Jewish people with it.

For this operation, among other great ends, God (I believe) has exalted and
endowed England; but England shrinks from the duty and the work. My
observations may seem strange to those who have not watched the progress
of the subject; but, believe me, I am not speaking lightly in this matter, or
of things that I do not understand. So deeply convinced am I, from very
close and careful observation, that the Most High has " risen out of His place "
to commence His great work, and to make England the leading preparatory
instrument of it, that I think no British administration will be allowed to
stand, which does not wisely, heartily, and honorably engage in it. I must not
be understood to imply, that the neglect of the cause of Syria and of the
Jewish people in connection with it, is the only circumstance in which England
" in the balance is found wanting."

* Ezekiel xxxix. 8.—The day of the Lord's manifestation in power, as the stone to smite
Nebuchadnezzar's image on the feet, compounded of the iron or Roman kingdoms, con-
federated with Russo-Assyrian clay.—Dr. Thomas.
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Experience has taught me, as it may have taught you, that while in no
country in the world is private morality at a higher standing than in Great
Britain, in no nation is public morality more degraded. The fearful delusion
lies at the root of this evil, that political conduct is more or less beyond the laws
of God and laws of honour ! I am not passing judgment on particular cases,
or referring to any particular political parties, for experience has taught me, as
it may have also taught you, that the whole political body is thus more or less
infected.

Before England can stand as she ought to be in the eyes of truly honourable
men and of the righteous Ruler of all, that spell of Circe, which degrades
persons otherwise manly and honourable, into what I need not name to you,
must be broken. These things must be done, and the great present end and
object of Britain's chastenings and blessings not left undone. She must " shake
oif her dust," and " arise," and do her duty as the messenger-nation, which has
to be "the first" to "prepare the way," for the long-restrained (and,
therefore, the more energetic and boundless) mercies of the great God of the
universe to national Israel; and, through national Israel, in the land whose
wonderful fortunes we have been considering, to the whole family of man.

I cannot part from you, and from the present discussion of these subjects
more appropriately, than by pressing on your thoughts and hearts, the words
(first spoken nearly three thousand years ago) of one of the most perfect of
men, of the wisest of statesmen, and of the bravest of soldiers that this
world ever knew : " Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth
wonderful things! And blessed be His glorious name for ever ! And may
the whole earth be filled with His glory ! Amen and Amen!"—Herald, 1853.

THE OBEDIENCE OF CHEIST AND HIS BEETHEEN.

LETTEBS on the Doctrine of God-manifest-
ation, and Extracts from the most
recent and advanced writings of the
late JOHN THOMAS, M.D. Manchester:
John Heywood.

It is the opposite of refreshing to have
to read or review this pamphlet. Yet
duty calls for some notice of it. Some
time ago, it was a mere-man assault on
the truth that came under our notice in
this form : now it is the opposite extreme.
We regret both exceedingly—one as
much as the other; for both obscure
some portion of the truth, and both are
fraught with mischievous practical con-
sequences. When we have the choice,

we choose peace, but we have no alterna-
tive when error advances to the attack,
under whatever plea, to demolish any
part of the noble structure of truth
erected by the Spirit of God through the
prophets and apostles of Israel.

This is what this pamphlet does. It
lays its axe at the root of the principle of
voluntary obedience, on which all con-
ceptions of sin and righteousness are
founded. It declares that phrase to be an
"unintelligible" one (page 64). It
affirms that obedience is not a voluntary
thing (63), and that even in the matter
of our obedience of the truth, we are
impelled by the Spirit of God (62).
These conclusions evidence the incompet-
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ence of the treatment which arrives at
them, and illustrate more than anything
else could do, the falseness of the doctrine
which requires them. That doctrine is
that Christ had no will of his own. "We
have discussed this question before, and
will not repeat the arguments, which may
be found in the letter appearing1 in the
Christadelphian, of March, 1876. Suffice
it to say that it is a doctrine that obliter-
ates one of the most precious truths
concerning Christ to which we stand
related as his brethren, viz., that " in
that Christ himself hath suffered being
tempted, he is able to succour them that
are tempted," in consequence whereof,
" we have not an high priest that cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirm-
ities, but was in all points tempted like
as we are"—(Heb. ii. 18; iv. 15)—a
doctrine to which Christ himself gave
expression in the words, " In the world
ye shall have tribulation, but be of good
cheer, I have overcome the world." " He
that overcometh, and keepeth my works
unto the end, to him will I grant that
he sit with me on my throne, even as I
also overcame, and am set down with my
Father on His throne."—(John xvi. 33;
Eev. iii. 21).

The claim to have " the most recent
and advanced writings of Dr. Thomas,"
on the side of the no-will theory, is not
the least objectionable feature of the
pamphlet. It is a claim that has no
ground whatever in fact. It is curiously
confuted in the pamphlet itself. Among
the "extracts" put forward as among
the Dr.'s " most recent and (so-called)
advanced" utterances on the subject,
is one from the Dr.'s article on the
''Baptism of the Spirit." Now this,
which is cited as a " most recent" utter-
ance, is really older than Eureka in which
are some of the things which the compilers
of the pamphlet consider not " advanced."
It first appealed in the Herald of the
Kingdom for 1861, from which it was
re-produced in the Christadelphian.

Consequently, it is fifteen years old, at
least. If this was known to the
pamphleteers, why is it quoted as if it
had appeared in the Christadelphian for
1875 for the first time ? If it was not
known, what comes of their suggestion
that this which was written in 1861 is
more "advanced" than what the Dr.
wrote afterwards in Eureka ?

This instance proves that the pamph-
leteers are wrong in their judgment of
the matter; and commit an error in
using what they call " the most recent
and advanced writings of Dr. Thomas,"
to discredit what he had (in other cases)
previously written. If they are not able
to see the harmony between the one part
and the other, others are ; and, therefore,
the pamphleteers should modestly seek
for the fault in themselves, instead of
coming forward with the suggestion (by
the implication of the phrase they use)
that the writings of Dr. Thomas, as we
have them in Elpis Israel, Eureka,
Phanei'osis, &c, are practically worthless,
because neutralised by something which
they call "more advanced" on a sub-
ject of first importance. The fault lies
assuredly in their incapability to grapple
with the bearings of a deep and far-
reaching subject, and not in the writings
in which that subject is developed in its
completeness. These writings cannot be
divided into " advanced " and " more
advanced," as regards the doctrine they
teach, though perhaps open to that
classification as regards style of utter-
ance (and that only in a mild degree).
They are one in what they teach; the
only difference is that the later writings
bring out more in fulness and detail, and
with greater maturity of speech, the
principles enunciated in the earlier.

A man's style of expression naturally
grows more technical and condensed the
longer he writes on a subject; and these
technical and condensed expressions
judged apart from the first principles to
which they stand related, may sometimes
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appear to carry a wrong idea to such as
are unskilled. But they are not really
inconsistent with the first principles of
the subject. This is true in every
branch of knowledge or human occupa-
tion. For instance, when a man says
that stock is the most sensitive thing in
the world, he appears to teach that the
commercial fiction called "stock" is an
entity with susceptibility to vital im-
pression ; an ignorant person, with a
superstitious theory on the subject of
stock, might claim his words as a
confirmation of the theory, though the
words themselves are in perfect harmony
with the fact that stock literally is merely
abstract value, represented in scrip, and
was never intended to mean anything
else.

Dr. Thomas's later expressions are
more elliptical and tropical than his
earlier style. His earlier style is more
literal, precise and elementary as the
exigencies of the case required. But he
taught the same thing in both styles,
though with more detail in the latter
than in the former. Any man of dis-
cernment, understanding the truth
thoroughly, can see this, and will resent
all allusion to his "most recent and
advanced writings," when intended to
suggest that he taught a different doc-
trine in them from what he did in the
earlier.

Dr. Thomas's teaching is opposed to
the doctrine of the pamphleteers. They
see this with regard to his general
writings (including Eureka), and they
only infer from one or two later frag-
ments, that he must have thought differ-
ently at last. But in these later
fragments, he teaches nothing he did not
teach before, and, therefore, they are
precluded from inferring that he at last
thought the voluntary obedience of
Christ inconsistent with the manifesta-
tion of God in him, when plainly at first
he did not think so. It would be more
satisfactory were the pamphleteers to

frankly say they think the Dr. was
wrong than to try to make it out that
the Dr. altered his mind. We personally
know that there was no alteration with
the Dr., notwithstanding surmises and
assertions to the contrary.

There are glimmerings in the pamphlet
of a consciousness on the part of the
compilers, that this is the fact, and that
they are on ground that Dr. Thomas
never occupied. Thus, one of them says
(page 25) : k' The fact of the Dr. having
arrived at a certain point ought not to
deter us from adding to our faith know-
ledge . . . We have had the
benefit of his experience and of his
struggle for the truth. We have had
the advantage of his writings, and may
say we begin where he left off. But are
we to remain here ? Surely not. If we
can bring out the lustre of his own
writings by shaking off that incubus of
unscriptural ideas and expressions which
have beclouded the minds of many, then
we shall be progressing ; but to stand
still is dangerous, and to retrograde is
worse." This is a very plausible speech,
but what does it mean ? It either
means that we have not attained to a
knowledge of the truth, or that having
done so, we are not to remain grounded
and settled in it, but, like the Athenians,
are to be always itching after some new
thing. In either case, we beg respect-
fully but firmly to differ from the
pamphleteers. Men may study as-
tronomy or geology, and always have a
boundless horizon of progress before
them; but the case is different with the
truth revealed in the Scriptures. It is
definite, limited and accessible to those
who study it. It may be known in the
entirety in which it is revealed. It was
revealed for this purpose ; and those who
know it know they know it, and can
shew it—what it is and what it is not,
and what is not it. In their daily
readings, continued year after year, they
become familiar with every nook and
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corner of the holy oracles, so that they
do not require to read to find out what
the truth is, but merely to refresh their
memories from day to day. Their
particular and studied policy is the
opposite of the plausible speech. It is,
having found the truth, to "remain where
they are," steadfast and immovable,
established in the truth, stable and perma-
nent, fastened securely to the apostolic
moorings, unlike those who spread their
sails to every breeze of doctrine that
wafts over the restless deep. They
believe, contrary to the plausible speech,
that it is "dangerous" to do anything
else than to "stand still" in the truth
acquired. Growth in the truth is their
aim, but this is a different affair from
always discussing what the truth is.
Growth in the truth is increased ac-
quaintance with what they know, and
not changing from one view to another.

We deny the charge of "misrepresent-
ing" the No-willist view. To make no
mistake, we asked them to define it them-
selves, and published their definition,
though not intending at the time to pub-
lish either it or our answer. The publica·
tion was due to circumstances explained
at the time. Inability from dishealth, to
produce other matter quick enough for
the printer at the time was one cause.
This cause, however, has had nothing to
do with the judgment of our matter, as
the pamphlet would hint. Health is now
greatly re-established, as compared with
that time; and with improved health
comes a clearer and firmer conviction of
the mischievous character of the new
error.

As to our "right" of action in the
case, it is neither more nor less than that
of the pamphleteers. Every man has a
right, in the Lord's absence, and indeed
is bound to do what, in the exercise of a
conscientious judgment, it seems to him
he ought to do. We do no more than
others claim the right to do; and if our
opportunity is larger, we are not to be

blamed for this. Dr. Thomas's advice to
the Chicago friends, is not applicable to
the present case. That advice was based
on the supposition that the truth was
received though not understood: in this
case it is opposed. Besides, it was not
"on this very question." No one in the
Chicago case ever denied Christ's volun-
tary obedience. Dr. Thomas was the last
man to counsel peace at the expense of
the truth.

The letter commencing on page 43,
which we returned to the wiiter for sep-
arate publication, was too long (for the
character of it), to appear in the Christa-
delphian. It is a maze of words without
understanding, notwithstanding a show
of wisdom. Nevertheless, we intended—
as we informed the writer—to publish a
summary of its arguments, with the
notice they might require. We did not
absolutely decline its insertion, as our
letter to the writer bears witness. Any
summary of it is now rendered unnecess-
ary by its pamphlet publication. Indeed
very little notice of it at all is called for.
Like his co-pamphleteer, he says he does
not make the Dr. a finality, and refers to
him as " a dear old man," as to which
we have simply to say that^the Dr. as a
" dear old man" is nothing to us if he
has not developed the truth. We know
no man after the flesh. If Dr. Thomas
has developed the truth, he has developed
a finality, because the truth is a finality ;
and that he has done this we know,
because it is a matter admitting of know-
ledge. If others are uncertain, let them
be uncertain. We will not join them in
sapping the foundations of confidence.

The writer attempts to place us in
contradiction to ourselves because, in
opposing a mere-man view of the work
of Christ, we stated, some years ago,
that " God did the work himself and
Christ was the form of it; " and after-
wards stated in the letter reproduced
in the pamphlet, that " we see great
objection to defining Christ as merely
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a form of the Father's work." The
attempt te make out a contradiction here,
is only a proof of the want of dis-
crimination which is visible throughout
the pamphlet in its treatment of
Scripture statements. A form and a
form merely are two different things,
as "a man" and "a man merely" are
different. We may believe that Christ
was a man without holding, with some
that he was a man merely : so it is not
inconsistent with believing that he was
the form of God's work to object to his
being described as such merely, to the
exclusion of his own part in it. No
amount of italics and small capitals will
make out a contradiction where none
exists. The allusion to the necessity for
"good memory" is a peace of raillery
which we must endure, in the confidence
that our statements are true. So also
is the reference to the publication of
certain articles, disavowed not "last
year," as the writer inaccurately states,
but six and a half years ago ; as soon in
fact as we perceived what was not visible
immediately to an overworked and confid-
ence-placing mood—that though good in
many points, their argument excluded
the divine aspect of the work of Christ, in
styling him " a mere man." Our dis-
claimer appeared in the Chriatadelphian
in 1870. To make use of these articles
under such circumstances, in support of a
charge of contradiction shows how
groundless the charge is.

As regards the writer's quotation of
prophetic testimonies concerning God's
work by Christ in the earth, it has
simply to be said that he does not, in his
application of them, allow room for the
facts of the case. God works, but how ?
He brought Israel out of Egypt, but so it
is testified did Moses. Is there, there-
fore, a contradiction ? Or is Moses
God? God gave the law, yet it is
testified Moses gave it.—(John vii. 19.)
It is styled " the law of Moses; " and
also " the law of the Lord."—(Luke ii,

39.) Are we to say that Moses of the
one testimony is the "Lord" of the
other? There would be just as much
force in this reasoning as in some of the
reasoning of the letter on certain pas-
sages placed in juxtaposition. God did
the work by Moses, and Moses did his
part; and, in the second case, though in
a higher form, God does the work by
Christ, and Christ does his part. It does
not prove that he contributed no part to
the work because that work in its en-
tirety is Jehovah's work. We admit
there is a great difference between Moses
and Jesus ; but as regards God's rela-
tion to their work (Moses and the
prophet "like unto him"), the idea ex-
pressed by the language is the same.
God is the initiator, the authoriser,
the helper, and comprehensively the
doer; for apart from His initiation,
authority and help, it would not have been
done ; but the mistake lies in using these
comprehensive descriptions to exclude
the mode in which God does the work.
This is what those do who say that
because God did the work of Christ,
therefore the separate will of the man
Christ Jesus had no part in the doing
of it. They might just as well say that
because God gives us life and health and
all things, therefore we have no part to
perform in the securing of those blessings.
A man orders a house to be built and
pays for it. He tells his friends he built
the house; shall we, therefore, say he
meant that his actual hand put the bricks
together ? This would be as reasonable
as the conclusion, that because Jehovah
says he will be, and do so and so,
therefore this being and doing excludes
the instrumentality by which he
accomplishes His work. We admit the
case is not parallel, but it bears on the
understanding of language. Christ is
Jehovah's work and Jehovah's mani-
festation : and the connection between
Christ and Jehovah was much more
direct than between Him and any other
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of His works, or than between any man
and any work man may do ; but at the
same time, we must not exclude God's
own testimony by the apostles as to
the mode in which the work and the
manifestation were accomplished. A
man in the divine stamp—the Son of
God—was begotten, brought up, tried,
tempted in all points like as we are
(Heb. iv. 15), but obedient in all
points as no man ever was ; who taught
us to regard his Father as ours ' (John
xx. 17); who encouraged us to overcome
as he had done (Rom. iii. 21) ; and who
gave us an example of condescension to
poverty, notwithstanding the riches that
were his as the Son of God and coming
ruler and head of all mankind.—(2 Cor.
viii. 9.) Such a man was the work of
God; but one of the highest features
of it is the loving, intelligent and
voluntary compliance with what the
Father required of him: " He was
faithful to Him that appointed him, as
Moses was" (Heb. iii. 2) : a compliance
doubtless which his inherited moral
qualities, as the Son of God, qualified
him to render, and without which he
never could have rendered it, but which
at the same time he rendered by the
exercise of a free individual volition,
regulated by intelligence and faith, as
exemplified in these two cases: —
u Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray
to my Father and He shall presently
give more than twelve legions of angels ?
But how then shall the Scriptures be
fulfilled f" (Matt. xxvi. 53.) "For the
joy set before him, he endured the cross,
despising the shame."—(Heb. xii. 2.)
Morally,he was the manifestation of God;
not by characterless impulse from God
but by the evolution of the Divine
character within him, in harmony with
the law of all character, which requires
individual volition as its basis. After
his baptism at the Jordan, when the
Spirit abode upon the proved and
approved Son, and spoke words and did

works which the Son said he did not and
could not do of himself (John v. 30; viii.
28; xiv. 10), Jehovah's manifestation
in the midst of Israel was complete—
as complete as it could be through a
medium of flesh and blood; but there
was no obliteration even then of the
obedient man Christ Jesus, who was
tempted in all points like as we are.
The Father, by the Spirit, dwelt in the
Son, but the Son was still the Son, as
recognised in the baptismal formula pre-
scribed by the apostles. It was a unity
without confusion, which cannot be said
of the idea presented by the No will
theory, which requires them to call the
Spirit the Son, and thereby obliterates
one of the three elements of the mystery
of godliness.

The word has only to be " rightly
divided" to bring all parts of the
subject into harmony. This must be
done. It is not by laying stress on one
set of testimonies or one phase of a
subject that the truth is to be established.
This is a mode of treatment indeed that
is more likely to lead to error than any
other, unless it be the mistake of giving
a mathematical precision to elliptical
forms of speech, which we see is done in
this pamphlet. By this mistake the
No-will theory is extended to every man,
and the written word logically displaced
from its position as the means of our
enlightenment. The words of Paul,
" God worketh in us both to will and to
do of His good pleasure," are made to
yield the following conclusion: "The
death of the will of the flesh (is) caused
by the Spirit of God working in us to
will and to do that which is right. Apart
from the operation of the Spirit of God,
our mind would be carnal and fleshly,
and, therefore, enmity against God; but
under the influence of the Spirit, the old
man dies, a new mind takes possession of
our flesh, and a new will is produced,
manifesting itself through the flesh."
As this is written in reply to those who
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in the context are made to object to the
idea of the will being ''chained or
coerced," and who are thereby said to
" betray great ignorance," it follows
that the idea expressed is the orthodox
one, which has so completely nullified
the Scriptures and superseded their
study, viz., that the Spirit of God acts
directly and physically on the minds of
men, in order to enable them to be
obedient. This idea cannot be too
strongly reprobated, as containing the
seeds of spiritual decay and death. The
Spirit of God, as a moral power, does not
come to us directly, nor at all as a
physical or constraining power. It
comes to us in the ideas which it has
embodied in the Word, and it is only in
proportion as these ideas obtain an
abiding place in our minds (by the
constant companionship of the Word)
that we become spiritually-minded. The
gospel is the power of God by which
this work of purification is done, and the
gospel is not an abstract "influence,"
but a set of ideas which have power to
influence intelligence. The Spirit was
with the apostles and with the first
generation of believers as it is not with
us; but their possession of the Spirit
was not the means of their salvation, but
only the means of attesting and building
up the faith by which that salvation
was to be secured. When Paul said God
worked in them, it was by way of
contrast to the system of human thought
which prevailed in Greek society, of
which Philippi, to which the words were
sent, was a centre. According to this
system of thought, the beatification of a
future state was to be achieved by
" heroic " human effort, like the honours
of the public games. Paul's doctrine
was that man was without hope, and
could do nothing for himself till God, in
His kindness, put it in their power,
coming near to them with the gospel and
its invitation. This mercy was defined
by the brethren at Jerusalem as God

" granting to the Gentiles repentance
unto life eternal." Their salvation,
therefore, was a matter of God working

| in them, and not they working by them-
selves ; but the mode of His working—
the mode by which the willing and the
doing of his good pleasure was generated
in them, was by the word of the truth of
the gospel, instructing them what to do.
So far from superseding the exercise of
their own will in relation to what was
revealed to them, Paul refers to this
working of God in them as an en-
couragement to their own diligent per-
formance : " Work out your own sal-
vation with fear and trembling, for it is
God that worketh," &c. Construed as
the No-will theory construes this, there is
no logic or sense in it, but confusion,
which does not belong to the word or
work of God, but to those who mar it by
incompetent handling.

Free-will is the basis of the whole
work of God with man. We cannot
better illustrate this than by quoting the
following remarks from Dr. Thomas: —

" Would it have been to the glory of
God if He had made a mere machine ?
had He made inexorable necessity the law

I of His nature which he must yield to as
[ the tides to the moon or the earth to the

sun ? No reasonable man would affirm
this. The principle laid down in the
Scriptures is that MAN HONOURS GOD IN
BELIEVING HlS WOED AND OBEYING HlS
LAWS. There is no other way in which
men can honour their Creator. This
honour, however, consists not in a me-
chanical obedience; in mere action
without intelligence and volition, such as
matter yields to the natural laws ; but in
an enlightened, hearty, and voluntary
obedience, while the individual possesses
the power not to obey if he think best.
There is no honour or glory to God as a
moral being in the falling of a stone
towards the earth's centre. The stone
obeys the law of gravitation involun-
tarily. The obedience of man would
have been similar had God created and
placed him under a physical law, which
should have necessitated his movements,
as gravitation doth the stone.

Does a man feel honoured or glorified
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by the compulsory obedience of a slave ?
Certainly not; and for the simple
reason that it is involuntary or forced.
But let a man by his excellencies com-
mand the willing service of free-men—of
men who can do their own will and
pleasure, yet voluntarily obey him, and
if he required it, are prepared to sacrifice
their lives, fortunes, and estates, and all
for the love they bear him; would not
such a man esteem himself honoured and
glorified in the highest degree by such
signal conformity to his will ? Unques-
tionably ; and such is the honour and
glory which God requires of men. Had
he required a necessitated obedience, he
would have secured his purpose effectually,
at· once filling the earth with a popula-
tion of adults, so intellectually organised
as to be incapable of a will adverse to His
own—who should have obeyed Him as
wheels do the piston-rod and steam by
which they are moved—the mere au-
tomata of a miraculous creation.

But, saith an objector, this principle of
the enlightened voluntary obedience of a
free agent is incompatible with benevo-
lence ; it would have prevented all the
misery and suffering which have afflicted
the world, if the globe had been filled at
once with a sufficient number of inhabi-
tants who should all of them have been
created perfect. If the character of the
all-wise were constituted of one attribute
only, this might have been the case. But
God is the sovereign of" the universe as
well as kind and merciful, and all his
intelligent creatures are bound to be in
harmony with His name. He might
have operated on the objector's principle
had it pleased Him, but it did not, for He
has pursued the directly opposite course.

. He made man a reasonable
creature and capable of being acted on
by motive, either for weal or woe. He
placed him under a law which required
belief of Ood's word and obedience. He
could obey or disobey as he pleased ; he
was free to stand or free to fall. He
disbelieved God's word ; he believed a lie
and sinned. Here was voluntary diso-
bedience. Hence the opposite to this is
made the principle of life, by belief of
whatsoever God saith, and voluntary
obedience to His law. This is the

principle to which the world is reprobate ;
and to a conformity with which all men
are invited and urged by the motives
presented in the Scriptures."—Erom
Etyis Israel, p. 157, as re-issue"d by
Dr. Thomas in 1866, in a fourth edition,
to which the following remark, among
others, was prefaced : " For the first time
since correcting the proof of the first
edition in 1849, he (the author) has read
the work again . . It was reason-
able to suppose that a longer and maturer
study of "the Word " might render him
dissatisfied with much originally written.

. but, in reviewing the original,
the author was agreeably surprised on
finding he had so few corrections to
make."

The No-will theory contains the germs
of dissolution in relation to all these
truths. For this reason- it is to be re-
sisted strenuously, however much its
advocates may disclaim the results that
belong· to it. The believers of error are
sometimes unconscious of the results that
belong to their error ; but things work
out their own logic at last in spite of the
best intentions. It is, therefore, the
beginnings of things that are to be
watched. The No-will theory is a be-
ginning of mischief in which we refuse to
be implicated. The consequences of re-
fusal are not our concern or care.
Divisions and forsakings we hate and
avoid. We shall rejoice if a retreat on
the part of the pamphleteers from the
position they have taken up, permit of a
termination of those that have taken
place, as well as render an extension of
them unnecessary. But, if not, whatever
our personal regrets and disappointments,
when the truth or its precepts are at
stake, we can only choose one course.
We can only resign ourselves to whatever
consequences come from a refusal to
consent to the corruption of the faith once
for all delivered to the saints.—EDITOE.
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EXPOSUEE OF THE « SPIEITUALISTIG " IMTOSTUEE.

T H E demoralizing imposture known in
the world as " Spiritualism," which is
only another name for ancient witchcraft
and familiar-spirit-ism, has recently sus-
tained several refreshing exposures of a
very practical kind. That they will
extirpate the imposture is more than can
be expected in a world of crazy brains, but
they will, doubtless, set some intelligent
minds at liberty from the demoralizing
thraldom, and perhaps generate a pre-
liminary preparedness in the public mind,
as regards Spiritualism at all events, to
join in the verdict that is to be universally
endorsed by the Gentiles at the coming of
Christ: " Truly our fathers have inherited
lies and vanity and things wherein there is
no profit."—(Jer. xvi. 19.)

With the case oi "Dr ." Slade, the
papers of the day have made everybody
familiar. A young and intrepid professor
of Botany, at one of our public institutions,
having had one seance at the imposture,
arranged with a medical friend to have
another at which they should put to the
test the theory he had formed as to how
the "Dr." produced the "spiri t" scribbles
on the slate. His theory was that the
"Dr." dexterously wrote those "messages"
himself with one hand under the table
(which was so constructed as to give a
resting place to the slate); and that he
then placed the slate in the position in
which the "spirits" were supposed to
write them. Accordingly, at the second
meeting, by pre-arrangement, he snatched
the slate from the Dr.'s hand just before it
was placed for the "spirits" to write, and
lo and behold! the " message " was already
written there, upon which the professor
rose and denounced the "Dr." as a
scoundrel, and left the " Dr." nearly in a
fainting state in his chair. The "Dr."
has been sentenced to imprisonment for
the imposture under the Vagrant Act.

More remarkable cases are reported from
America. A correspondent forwards
lengthy clippings from the Rochester
Democrat and Chronicle, setting forth
many details of two remarkable cases cf
detection, including in one case the public
confession of the medium. As the par-
ticulars will be both interesting and useful,
we make no apology for giving copious
extracts.

It seems that a certain C. L. Jennings
has performed for about three years as a
" materializing medium," that is, a man
who was supposed to have the power of
condensing the "spiri ts" who were
supposed to visit him, into the " material "
iorm they possessed in their life on earth—
exhibiting those forms in a dark room
through the apertures of a cabinet, to the
rapture of gaping dupes who recognised
deceased relatives in what afterwards
turned out to be mere combinations of
pasteboard, clothes, wigs, &c. The news-
paper editor says:

" There were some, however, who thought
that the manifestations were based upon
frauds, and determined, if possible, to
unearth the mystery and expos9 the
imposition. Upon the occasion of one of
the first test seances our reporter and J.
Nelson Tubbs examined the cabinet as
closely as possible, and concluded that if
there were any fraud, it was through the
medium of the closet upon the right of the
room, which was closed and to all appear-
ances sealed securely, so that it was a
matter of utter impossibility for anyone to
communicate through it to Mr. Jennings,
let alone the possibility of appearing in
bodily form. This conclusion, of course,
could not be acted upon then, but it has
been acted upon since, and has resulted in
the full exposure oi the fraud and elicited
the full confession of the false medium.
As will be seen in the confession below,
Mr. Jennings was so closely pursued by
Mr. Tubbs and so tightly hemmed in that
concealment was no longer possible. He
applied to Dr. Stratton, who was an
acquaintance of some of his relations, for
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advice. Dr. Stratton at once told him that
he should make a full and complete state-
ment to the public. Mr. Jennings had
already prepared a manuscript exposing
the affair, intending at some time to deliver
it as a public lecture. This was taken to
Dr. Stratton's study and shown to him.
He advised and urged that the man would
be doing a moral wrong to withhold it
from the public. Mr. Jennings consented
to give it, and, last night, by appointment,
met at the study Mr. Tubbs and the re-
porters of the Democrat and Chronicle.
He gave the statement, and then, as he
wished it to find credence with the public,
took affidavit to its truthfulness."

Extract from the published confession
of the medium:

'•I am a Virginian by birth. Reverse of
fortune, caused by the war, made me quit
my healthy, sunny clime and delectable
mountains for cold, crispy Yankeedom.
Politics I have none. If there is one
thing in existence that is more corrupt
than politics, it is Spiritualism. My con-
stitution being poor, I could not stand
them both at once. I arrived in Phila-
delphia in 1871, and went into the mer-
cantile business, following it there for two
years. During the last six months of
my stay there, I commenced receiving
letters from a friend in regard to Spirit-
ualism. Then I hardly knew the meaning
of the word. Later he claimed to be a
medium, a clairvoyant doctor, controlled
by one Dr. John"Baird, deceased more
then a century ago. The great length of
time since his demise, I thought then, was
a most excellent preventive of questions
to be asked by personal friends. So I
answered his letters, calling him, unjustly,
or prematurely, rather, a spiritualistic
humbug, because I had never investigated.
Then came more letters with such a
glowing account of his success that it
puzzled me much to know why his
organism differed from my own. This last
letter of my friend that I have just
mentioned, contained also an invitation to
visit him, which I gladly accepted, and
arrived in Elmira, where he lived, a short
time after, and which will be three years
ago next February. My health being a
little impaired at the time, it struck me
that now was my time to get doctored
cheap, because my friend was a doctor.
So he took hold of my hand, closed his
strange-looking black eyes, and Dr. John
Baird, through the medium, was soon
announced in a very deep and solemn
voice, entirely unlike that of my friend,

and the which I confess awed me no little.
It had been then about three years since
I had seen him, and I had almost forgotten
what an adept he was in imitating voices.

" In fact, he can mimic almost any person
after hearing them converse awhile. So
far, then, as the voice was concerned, I
believed it to be that of my friend. After
greeting me warmly, he commenced his
diagnosis and, as well as I can remember,
mentioned about as many diseases dwelling
within this frail structure as I thought a
horse could exist with; consequently, khe
struck some ol mine. After the diagnosis
came the prescription which, if not very
curative, was quite harmless, as he well
knew from the number of times that he
had experimented with it. I don't think
he made use of more than three prescrip-
tions for the healing of all diseases that
flesh is heir to. I decided not to take the
medicine until I had investigated a little.
So individuals would call every day,
persons that I knew positively he had
never seen, have an examination, pay their
money, and leave perfectly satisfied. Now
we are very modest about everything but
money, and if there had been no charge
for this examination, I shouldn't have
thought it strange if his patients had
agreed that he hit their cases just for the
fun of the thing. But to see them pay
their money down and pronounce the
diagnosis accurate, was what astounded me
beyond measure. So I commenced to
think of Dr. John Baird with some awe
and seriousness. That night no balmy
sleep relieved my throbbing brain, so I lay
awake and pondered on this mighty theory
that is said to have crazed so many.

" Nevertheless, I continued to think of this
most entertaining and strangest of all
things to me, and determined to find out
the truth of it at the risk of lunacy. He
would lay awake half the night to hold
converse with invisibles and soliloquise, I
could not tell which. I would plead the
rest of the evening with him only to con-
fide in me and not to trifle with one's
dearest memories and affections, and when
I look back at it now, it seems that he
must have believed it himself, or that his
heart was adamantine. Failing to elicit
anything from him more than that I was
sceptical and bigoted, and that the time
would soon come when I and all the world
would believe, I gave up in despair and
commenced attending seances of every
phase, and at that time I must acknowledge
I was almost persuaded to become a Spirit-
ualist. Then I would pause and reason,
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and think, can this thing be produced by
human agency? Then a method of in-
vestigation flashed through my brain
which I will now make known to
you-r-a method that I know to be infallible
and the which every individual, I think,
who has any thought of the future, should
resort to. It is this: Become a medium,
act a lie for the truth's sake. I have
done it and am positively convinced of
the fraudulence of materialising, rapping,
clairvoyant, and every other kind of
medium extant.

i l I am willing to swear before God and
man that every medium I have ever come
in contact with, were frauds of the deepest
dye. 80 you may judge the rest, if you
choose, by those that I have seen.

" The next thing now in order is to prove
what I say. Well, as soon as I was con-
vinced of the proper manner of investiga-
tion, I gradually rumoured it that I was
developing into a medium; and with the
assistance of my friend's reputation as a
medium, I was enabled, in an incredibly
short time, to get the name, especially
among his spiritualistic friends, of being a
first-class medium. Now, at the beginning
of my developing, I had, rooming with me,
a very intelligent young man, and one who
was "not only sceptical in regard to
Spiritualism, but about every other doc-
trine. So I claimed him for my victim to
experiment with. He and I shared the
same bed, while my doctor friend occupied
the adjoining room, and slept alone—the
rooms being originally one, but then
temporarily partitioned into thiee. In the
end of the room my doctor friend occu-
pied, was a small pantry (I should call it),
but at this time it was not in use, except
for the purpose of concealing dirty linen,
old shoes, worn-out hats, etc., of which
rubbish, young men, keeping bachelor's
hall, are likely to have a great deal. Now
the more rubbish there was in the closet
the better it suited me for my experiment.
The first thing I did was to get two very
tiny bells. I set one in plain view on one
of the shelves, then secreted the other as
near it as possible, with a fine black thread
attached to the clapper, said thread being
concealed by the carpet and running to the
head of my bed. Now, mind you, this
had a double interest for me. I was
endeavouring to proye Spiritualism false,
and convert at the same time an individual
to the truth of it.

'•As I had to be very private in arranging
this spiritual manifestation, it took me
quite a while, but the day it was completed,

and when I worked it and saw that it was
good, I could hardly content myself till
night and bed-tima would come round,
for I felt confident that the time was near
at hand when I should know whether it
was Dr. John Baird that had been giving
people spiritual consolation or my doctor
friend, I retired quite early that night
so as to be in good time and condition to
operate. Shortly afterward my room-mate
followed me. Previous to this I had
caused some insignificant manifestations to
take place in my room-mate's presence,
but he had never believed in them at all.
As soon as he retired I gently prepared
his mind for what was coming, by telling
him what I had been hearing, and how
frightened I was. He declared it to be
someone in the next room, buried his head
in the pillow, and prepared to dream.
About that juncture the bell rang, and I
said, 6i Don't you hear t h a t ? " He said
" Yes," but still believed it 10 be someone
in the next room. I then commenced
reasoning with him seriously, and showing
him the absurdity of hearing a delicate
bell through a solid wall two feet thick.
Then I went on to tell him, with all the
earnestness I could command, about the
mystery of the thing, and that I had been
receiving answers to questions by that bell
for abont one honr before he came. At
this he gave a loud derisive laugh. I
also had, in the same place, an arrange-
ment, in perfect working order for rapping:
said spirit being a ten-cent brass ring,
wrapped with cloth, to make the sound
dead and spiritual, with a string attached
and running beneath the carpet to the head
of my bed, like that of the bell. Now, as
raps were so plausible, commonplace and
spiritual to both sceptic and believer, I
was compelled to produce them to prove
that it was spirit-power ringing the bell,
and then question the bell, and it would
immediately lie for the rapper. Well, in
thirty minutes from the time of the first
manifestation my friend seemed to com-
mence to partake of my earnestness, and,
finally said, after receiving an answer from
the bell, and then having it confirmed by the
rapper, that it was strange, passing strange.
I found I had him interested and, desiring
to string out the fun in every sense of the
word, 1 stopped the manifestation for that
evening. The next morning the first
thing I did was to take him and show him
the bell in plain view. At this discovery,
his wondtr increased, especially after
recognising the tone of the bell to be the
same as that of the night previous. That
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day he was unusually reticent and solemn,
and, I think, looked forward to the
approaching night with no little dread.
Night came, and he made sure that I was
in before he entered. We retired to-
gether. I will state here that it had been
proven by the rapper and ringer the night
before that I was a strong medium, and
that my friend was mediumistic, but would
never become developed until he believed
in this great truth. So, a few minutes
after retiring, I asked if there were any
spirits present they would please rap; no
response. Please ring, then; no ring.
I repeated my question several times with
no better success. My friend, who seemed
to have been holding his breath up to this
time, breathed a sigh of relief; but his
relief was of short duration, for just then
a faint ring was heard, followed by a
gentle rap. Then I explained to my
friend that it always required a short time
to get up the proper influence. The ques-
tioning commenced again, and I often
wonder now how I was so successful in my
experience, that 5 per cent, of the
questions asked in the presence of me-
diums, mentally, or otherwise, can be
answered correctly in the affirmative. I
mean questions that only require no or yes
for the answer.

"After these manifestations had gone
on for several nights, a bright idea, in the
way of a test, came into my friend's head.
We had always been asking our questions
in a very loud voice, as if we were really
speaking to someone in the next room, but
now he proposed to ask them in a whisper,
and if they were then answered in the
next room, he wrould be a believer in
Spiritualism. His head was within six inches
of mine, and, of course, the questions
were answered accurately. This night of
which I speak he had left the lamp dimly
burning, and the first thing I knew he
sprang from the bed, turned up the light,
and clad in ghostly habiliments, requested
me to go with him, not knowing what he
desired. The first thing he examined was
the bell, which he found to be all right.
Then he searched all the apartments
thoroughly, which took but a short time,
there being but a few places in which a
person could be concealed. Now, he had
often heard my friend prescribing in the
solemn tones of Dr. Baird, and as I have
said before, he generally gave them all the
same medicine, and among the ingredients,
invariably, were two ounces of black
cohosh; so when anyone would complain
of being sick in the presence of my friend,

he would laugh and tell them to take two
ounces of black cohosh; but, on this
memorable night, when we returned to our
bedroom, he stood in the middle of the
floor and said, ' Jennings, I will never say
black cohosh again. I am convinced from
this moment of this great truth.'

" During the last few days of which I
speak, and the beginning of my medium-
ship, my doctor friend was not in the city,
so my investigation was only one half
done, and the least important part to me.
I had made one thorough convert to the
belief, but my anxiety hadn't at all abated.
So I longed for my doctor friend's return,
that I might also be at rest, like my poor
duped friend, who was never known, after
that, to come to the rooms first in the
evening, as long as we stayed there. My
doctor friend came at last, and my other
friend commenced immediately telling him
what had transpired, and that he wished to
apologise to both himself and Dr. Baird
for the fun he had made of them. My
doctor friend could not believe that a
conversion could be wrought in a person so
quickly, especially by a novice medium,
therefore, would not listen to apologies or
anything else, but thought it a trick
concocted by him and me. Now, instead
of my brother going immediately into a
trance and finding out, through Dr. Baird,
the truth of this thing, he waited
patiently for the coming night and events,
that he might investigate mortally, and
without the aid of Dr. Baird.

" On this night we all three retired about
the same time, and after waiting the proper
length of time, and asking the usual
number of questions, "are there any
spirits present, if so, please rap," we com-
menced getting faint raps, but which soon
became louder than usual as also was the
ringing of the bell, and when I asked why
the manifestations were so fine, the answer
was, because the conditions were generally
strengthened by the presence of another
medium. I soon saw that he was intensly
interested, or pretended to be, and so I
kept up the manifestations for weeks, and
long after my friend had gone to sleep, my
doctor friend and I would lie and converse
with departed Virginians, with whom,
while in the body, I was perfectly familiar,
but made my doctor friend believe that I
had forgotten them entirely. Some nights
when some departed F. F. V. would
advance himself I would feign sleep, but I
have known him to converse with them
often from i) till 1 o'clock in the morning.
In fact the idea of communicating with
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spirits seemed so novel, interesting and
mysterious to him, that I thought he would
never get his fill. To tell the truth, if
there never was a genuine Spiritualist
before or since, he was one for about six
weeks. Now it is to be remembered that
he was also a rapping medium, but I never
had heard him say that these manifestations
went on when he was there alone. It
seemed very important that I should be
there to have this phenomenon at all: I
mean to have it occur in one room while I
was in another. My brother could always
produce raps if his hands were on a table.
During this time I would occasionally have
sittings with some private family, *and I
would generally choose my circle, which
would be composed principally of old
ladies, consequently it didn't take me long
to get the reputation of being one of the
best mediums for physical manifestations
in the world. I was endorsed by every
medium in Elmira, the famous Mrs, Wilcox
not excepted. They all attended, or en-
deavoured to attend, my circles, and
confirmed the truth of my manifestations
without my requesting it. Now this is my
strong hold andproof of the fraudulency of
all mediums, and ever since I have been
holding seances here in Rochester, my
reputation has been sustained by every
medium in the city, and if there are any
who have not endorsed me, they have not
denounced me. So, if I can succeed in
proving myself a fraud, it will be clear
that all the rest in this city, at any rate,
will be proved the same, and if all the
Spiritualism in Rochester is counterfeit,
tell me where I can go and find it genuine.

" I vowed within myself that I would
never be a medium and make it a business,
although I had seen so much of it I knew
it to be a lucrative business. I was fully
conscious of the enormity of the sin
and degradation of it. But time rolled
on, business grew duller every day, and I
grew despondent aud poorer, and about
this time the report got out that I was a
medium, and there poured into the store
a perpetual stream of Spiritualists, per-
sistently urging me to sit for development.
I finally, but reluctantly, agreed, but in
the meantime commenced having seances
at almost any residences I was requested
to. The first seance I held after it became
known to the Rochestei people that I was
a- mediem, was in the Whitecomb House,
and at this seance was present a gentleman
from Chicago, who recognised Lizzy, his
daughter, in me, after I had covered my
small moustache with a piece of flesh-

coloured cloth and reduced the size of my
face with a shawl that I had hung up
purposely in the back of the closet, but for
which purpose the control said was to
make a dark back-ground. From this
sitting my fame commenced to spread, and
at almost every private house where I sat
after that, I had the luck of being placed in
a clothes press or some place that con-
tained inexhaustible paraphernalia for
setting up different kinds of spirits, conse-
quently I would offer to be examined on
these occasions, but I don't think anyone
ever did it.

"After showing them spirits after this
fashion for some time, a warm and liberal
hearted Spiritualist of this place proposed
to have a cabinet made, rent a room for
one month or longer, and which he did at
an expense of thirty dollars or more, and
organise a developing circle to sit two or
three times a week, all of which was carried
cut. Now, I was well aware that, if I
used a cabinet built after their own honest
ideas and put in an upper room, I would
never be able to satisfy the public of any-
thing spiritual, or even make any money
out of it. The cabinet which I was then
using, and can now be seen at No. 31,
Chesnut Street, was partitioned by a wire
screen, having the aperture in the vacant
end or side in which I did not sit. I saw
instantly that I could not stand this test at
all, and that something must be done. I
forgot to state that while speaking of my
mediumship in Elmira that I confided to
two of the clerks in the store where I was
engaged, that it was all fun and no pay;
the utter falsity of spiritualism, and that
almost always I had an accomplice when I
gave seances where manifestations of a
physical nature were produced.

" So I now fully decided to get an accom-
plice here, not expecting him to be of any
practical use at the time, but that we might
consult together about what was to be
done, and how to get rid of this cabinet
and room. So often at the midnight hour
we have gone there through all kinds of
weather to plan what we should do, and
see if any alterations could be made in the
cabinet or room. We finally decided to
remove a small strip running across the
top of the door and forming a part of the
casing. Our idea was then to hollow out a
space which would extend up in the cor-
nice of the cabinet, large enough to hide
one or two false-faces and beards, and have
the piece we removed fixed to work securely
with a spring. So we went to work one
evening and hollowed out a small space,
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which anyone may find there at the present
who cares to examine the cabinet. We
then replaced the piece, fixing it firm
enough to hold in case of investigation.

•'During this time we were holding our
regular seances, and becoming quite well
acquainted with the developing circle. I
found it was not necessary to have any
secret places in the cabinet to deceive them,
because they all had the utmost confidence
in me, and in spiritualism. They had
never desired me to sit with the wire door
closed, consequently I had given them
quite a number of materialisations and
written communications which I always
prepared before going there. Now to give
them something pleasing and to talk about
outside, and which would spread my fame,
I proposed to have two apertures on each
of the doors, which was done. I then had
my accomplice paint me a couple of faces,
one of a man the other of a woman, I then
got a small piece of wire, which I twisted
up to put in my pocket, and on that night
told them I would shut the wire door, as
Mr. Cutter, the control, said he thought I
was strong enough to materialise through
the screen. I entered the cabinet, and the
singing and the music commenced. I
straightened out the wire, attached one of
the faces to it, then rolled the face up,
poked it through the screen and then
unrolled it by turning the wire. I also had
a piece of thick dark worsted cloth, which
I used as a beard for myself. Now my
hearers will please bear in mind that I was
cheating in a most shameful manner my
friends. Now I wish to know to what
extent they were my friends. I had only
known them a few short weeks, and if I
had not claimed to be a medium I should
never have known them. Now it seems
clear to me that outside of my mediumship
I had no friends. Now it is characteristic
of mediums to be poor, and I was no
exception, and they knew it, but was offered
no relief worth a cent. So on this night
two faces appeared at once, one at each
aperature, and which almost threw them
into extacies. My friend and myself
looked around for a whole day to find a
house, but found none that would suit my
purpose, until we came to 31, Chesnut-
street, which was just what we wanted
We took possession April 1st, and held
developing circles there for two months.
At that time no arrangements were made
for the concealment of an accomplice, but I
did it all mvself, changing my face to suit
the different phases with my coat, hand-
kerchief, &c Then I procured an accom-

plice, and began giving materialising
seances'" probono publico." My accomplice
was concealed in the closet opening off the
cabinet. At the end of the closet next to
Court street was simply the scantling and
sideboards. Leaving just space enough for
him to stand, we placed a false end in the
closet, which swung on hinges. From the
closet it was impossible to detect a decep-
tion. The first public seance that was
given, a committee appointed marched in
with sealing-wax and a candle, and sealed
up the closet-door and the window. This
disconcerted me, and so the conditions were
pronounced bad, and no manifestations
were given, but instead I gave them a short
lecture on spiritualism, and stated that the
next night, probably, everything would be
all right. The question was how to get
my accomplice out of the closet. After all
had gone I returned, and heating a knife,
unsealed the door. By this means no one
could see that it had been done. We
consulted together as to what we could do,
and he struck upon a plan, which we
adopted, and worked so successfully for so
long. We sealed all the screws and sides
tight, but from the inside we cut through
the matched door in such a way that from
the inside of the closet one-half of it could
be opened. The next night, therefore, the
seance was all right, and pronounced very

! fine. The fear of discovery was upon me
! every night. So many suggestions were
j made about the closet, that finally it was

agreed to put up a partition through the
room, thus shutting off the closet door.
This was agreed to, and the partition was
built of matched lumber. This we worked
in the same way as the closet-door, and
we were completely successful. The ν
began finally to suspect this partition, and
so we concluded to take it down, and go
back to the closet again. To baffle still
more we put a bar across the door of the
closet, and screwed it fast. Up to this
time I sat in stocks, with my feet and
hands visible when requested, but after the
partition was taktn down and the bar put
up, I refused to go into the stocks as
complete tests had been given. We were
then enabled to show three hands at
once, which was a staggerer to doubters.
I then unscrewed one end of the bar and
let it down, it remaining so until the close
of the seance. When through, I would
fasten my accomplice in again. In some
of these seances I would give statements
purporting to come from the departed, but
which were committed to memory from
Swedenborg. To head ofF those who
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might recognise them, I, as the spirit, said
that I had given them before in the flesh
and now repeated them in the spirit. I
didn't make much money as I had to
divide with my accomplice, who had me
in his power. He used false hair, wigs,
beards, &c, and put flour on his hands to
give a ghostly appearance. We practised
in the daytime with myself as audience
and he as the spirit. Many people came
and recognised in the seances faces of
deceased friends. They also knew them
by the voice, accent, &c. One evening I
attended a temperance meeting in Riley
Hall, and heard General Riley tell about
Adonijah Green, who forty years before
kept an hotel where the Whitcomb House
now is. In my next seance he appeared
and no one knew him. But on inquiry
they found such a man had lived here at
that time and kept an hotel. I went up to
Mount Hope, and from tombstones obtained
names to use. In this way I got the
names of Lieutenant Kline and General
Stevens. For baby faces we used a piece
of black velvetine, cutting out a small
round hole for the face. This placed over
a face looked like the small features of a
baby. We insisted on the music to deaden
whatever sound we might make. One
night Lawyer Simons engaged me for
a private seance, and fifteen or twenty
persons came. In the afternoon, they
went into the fancy store and bored two
two-inch auger holes into the cabinet.
This, of course, we did not know. Half-
an-hour before the seance my accomplice
went into the closet. When we were all
ready I asked Mr. Green (my control) if
all was ready. He said all was up, that
holes had been bored, &c. By means of a
dark lantern at one hole and looking
through the other they expected to catch
us, but by the use of the old false end of
the closet they were baffled. I, however,
gave some indistinct materialisations. The
audience kept saying, "come up closer,"
and the fellows inside hearing this, knew
that the seance was going on. Pretty soon
they bored through the wall of the room,
the auger coming near my arm. I
at once went out and complained of this
as an imposition. I also went and
told the owner of the building to
order them out, which . he then did.
After that we had sittings all right,
and I became quite noted. Finally,
arrangements were made for a series of
private sittings by a well-known gentle-
man. During this series, the manifesta-
tions were better than ever. Bouquets,

rings, etc., were taken from the hands of
the spectators and returned, while my
hands were in the stocks. Mr. Tubbs one
evening proposed additional seals to the
closet door. I objected on the ground
that the control said too many alterations
had already been made. Mr. Tubbs finally
asked me to allow him to enter the closet
and seal it in his own way. The control
refused, but said at the next sitting a
manifestation wonld be given which would
satisfy all—a form would walk out of the
cabinet in their midst, but Mr. Tubbs
said he would not be satisfied until his
demand wasL complied with, and, further-
more, no more seances could be given till
it was done. I said I was greatly in-
censed at the control, because he would
not consent to this, but I had no
alternative but to stop. This was two
weeks ago last Friday. Mr. Tubbs was
determined, and I saw the game was up.
I knew that the Rev. Mr. Stratton was
acquainted with some of my relatives, and
so I went to him for advice. He advised
me to make a clean breast of it. My
statement was taken to him and read. He
advised its publication."

ANOTHER EXPOSURE.

A LADY " MEDIUM " OF TWENTY YEARS'

STANDING CAUGHT IN THE ACT OP

DECEPTION.

The same paper, the Rochester Demo-
crat and Chronicle, publishes an account
of a still more complete exposure. The
impostor, in this case, was a lady, who for
twenty years has, to the profit of herself
and husband, deluded the public with the
idea that she had the power of transmuting
her body into the ethereal substance of
which ghosts are snpposed to be made, and
in that transmuted state, to assume a form
of any "departed spirit" that the
assembled victims might desire to see.
The editor of the Rochester paper says
that while the foregoing confession of
Jennings has greatly shocked the spirit-
ualistic world, they "turned with un-
shaken faith to Mrs. Markee, the re-
nowned dematerialising medium of
Havana, N.Y., and invited the world to
investigate and pronounee false if they dare.
The world, represented by intelligent
gentlemen, has investigated, and the
result of their investigations we publish
this morning, as thorough and complete an



SPIRITUALISM EXPOSED. ••The ChrietadelphiaB
L Jan. 1.1877.

exposure of long-continued duplicity and
iraud as any fair-minded man could ask,
Mrs. MarkeVs skill has obtained for her
more than a local reputation, and through-
out many of the States she has been
known and accepted as one of the best
mediums. Indeed, it has been claimed
that she was one of the only two persons
in the United States capable of dematerial-
isation, and the number of people who have
flocked to sec her at so much a head has
well corresponded to her reputed skill.
For nearly twenty years she has been
engaged in the deception, and it would be
strange, indeed, if in all that time, and aided
by peculiar natural powers, she had not
acquired a proficiency in her arts which at
times seemed to border on the supernatural.
At last, however, the firm and concerted
action on the part of a few determined
gentlemen has brought the wicked and
unnatural deception to an end, and with
all the minor details the one and all
sufficient fact stands forth pre-eminent,
the form that has been wont to issue
purporting to be a visitant from the spirit-
world, was not the form of a spirit, it was
not the de-materialised form of the
medium, but the unmistakable, material
form of Mrs. Markee, the renowned and
frandulent spiritualist of Havana.

" Since the first manifestation in the city a
number of our young medical men have
resolved to sift the matter to the bottom,
and -the recent successful exposure of
Jennings only strengthened them in their
resolution. Last evening was selected for
the experiment, and a little before eight
o'clock, Dis. Mallory, Cary, Cox, L. M.
Moore, jun., and F. E. Wood worth, of this
city; W. H. Frost, Chicago; F. A. Carver,
of Warren, Pa.; and a reporter of the
Democrat and Chronicle, rapped for
admittance at the room rented by Mr.
Markee in the Occumpaugh Block, and
were at once admitted. Every precaution
had been taken by the investigators to
insure success, and one was armed with a
piece of tallow candle to be used in case
the lamp was extinguished in the melee
which was expected to follow the denou-
ment. Previous to entering the apartment
each man had been assigned a part to act,
to be changed as the exigencies of the case
might require. When the form appeared
one was to jump forward, clasp her in his
arms and hold on. Two others were
detailed to quell any manifestation on the
part of Markee, the fourth was to turn up
the lamp and the others were supposed to
make themselves generally useful wherever

their services might be required."
" The reporter describes the preliminaries

of the seance and then proceeds: "The
door of the cabinet was partially pushed
ajar and a white form appeared at the
opening. ' Good evening,' she sweetly
lisped, and 'good evening,' ' good evening/
resounded from different parts of the
circle. 'Can you come out and see us
to-night, Katie?' asked Mr. Rutherford.
' I will try,' she replied, and forthwith she
commenced moving very slowly forward
amidst profound silence. Slowly she
advanced until within a foot of the re-
porter, when she stopped and raised her
hand to his forehead, but just as her fingers
touched his hair, a man aprang from the
other end of the circle and clasped her
in his arms. In an instant the room
was in the wildest confusion. Markee
was making frantic efforts to escape from
the firm grasp of the two men who had
sprung upon him. Rutherford was
struggling violently in the arms of another,
the women aud children were shrieking
with fright and Mr. Markee was uttering
the most horrible yells. The light was at
once turned up, and by its bright rays the
unmistakable face and form of Mrs. Markee
was seen struggling in the arms of one of
the doctors. In the midst of the melee,
the crowd rushed against him, and Mrs.
Markee slipped from his arms to the
floor, kicking and yelling as if possessed
of a veritable devil. One of the boys
promptly stumbled over her, and in the
confusion she made an attempt to crawl
into the cabinet, and in this she succeeded,
but in the company of the gentleman who
first seized her in his arms. She crouched
down in the corner of the cabinet, covered
her face and body with a quantity of the
black lining, and there for a few moments
she was allowed to remain, uttering
alternate shrieks and an inarticulate,
horrible sound, something like 'blobble-
blobler-blobler.' Meanwhile Markee was
nearly beside himself with anger and fear,
and uttering the most terrible threats. He
saw a lucrative occupation slipping from
his fingers, and his rage and resentment
knew no bounds.

"When Mrs. Markee went into the cabinet
she distinctly stated that all that was
white about her clothing was her stockings
and the ruche about her neck. The
rest of her apparel, under-clothing and
all, was composed of dark cloth. When
she appeared as a spirit in the dim
light of the room, it looked as if she
were clad in white, but when she was in-
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tereepted, the light turned on and her cloth-
ing examined, it was seen that she had
on a white pair of drawers, a white
chemisette, a white corsette, and the
inside of a skirt which she wore was of
the same colour. Skilfully arranged, and
in the uncertain light, these had all the
appearance of a close-fitting, well pulled-
back white dress. When she took her
seat in the cabinet, her hair was tied in a
knot at the back of her head. The spirit
had hair falling down upon her shoulders,
and by a singular coincidence, Mrs.
Markee's hair was arranged in the same

manner when detected. When the cabinet
was first entered after the seizure her
black dress skirt and waist were found
upon the floor in the corner, where she had
thrown them while preparing to appear in
her under-garments, and this one dis-
covery in itself is incontrovertible proof.
They claimed that both body and
clothing, dematerialised, were made up
into the spirit form that appeared, but in
this case, the clothing was thrown into a
heap on the floor, and there they re-
mained."

SUNDAY MOENIM AT THE BIEMINGHAM OHRISTADELPHIAN

ECGLESIA, No. 80.

ι Exhort one another daily."—PAUL.

IN our readings this morning, we have
been informed that the Scriptures, which
are elsewhere declared to be for comfort
and patience, are also profitable for
reproof and instruction in righteousness.
VVe have recently had occasion to look at
the comfort in the glory of the prospect
opened up before us in the gospel. This
is the bright side : to-day we glance at
the dark side—that side, namely, that
exhibits the position of saints in the present
evil world—taking the word saints for
present purposes, as including all upon
whom the name of Christ is called with-
out reference to whether they are faithful
or otherwise. Here we shall find reproof
and instruction in righteousness most
salutary—most necessary. While in this
position we are in danger. The greatness
of the danger is evidenced in the constant
recurrence of the apostolic exhortation to
be on our guard. ·* Beware, lest any of
you be hardened through the deceitfulness
of sin.1' " Let us therefore fear, lest any
should seem to come short.*' " Let him
that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest
he fall." " Be not conformed to this
world, but be ye transformed by the

renewing of your mind." " Redeem the
time because the days are evil." *' Be ye
holy in all manner of conversation."
u Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world," " Pass the time
of your sojourning here in fear." Such
are examples of the constantly recurring
precepts of the Spirit to the saints iu
relation to their present position. They
point to our danger, and danger calls for
circumspection.

Let us look this morning at some of our
clangers. The chapters read give us a clue.
VVe read therein of some who were to
be " lovers of pleasure, more than lovers
of God." The persons so described were
not unbelievers: they were professors, for
it is added that they had " a form of godli-
ness but denying the power thereof." This
is a graphic description. It sets forth
exactly who is meant It does not mean
that the persons to whom it applies would
deny there was a form of godliness, or
reject the form. The word *' deny " has
the same force here as in the exhortation
to believers to " deny ungodliness and
worldly lusts," that is, put them away—
have no part with them, Don't consent
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to them—deny them. The persons in
question believed the gospel in theory, and
submitted themselves in form to its
institutions, but there is a something in
connection with these which they prac-
tically denied in not being influenced by
it: '-the power thereof," What is this ?

If seed is put into the earth, and does
not germinate, it has no " power " in the
soil. It is powerless and at last succumbs
to corruption. This is a simile employed
by Jesus himself, in reference to the word:
the word is seed: our minds are soil: if
the 9eed does not bring forth the results
intended, we have the form without the
power, As a rule, the failure ot seed to
germinate is due to some defect in the
seed: in other cases the seed is good, but
gome one or more of the conditions neces-
sary to its fructification are aw anting.
There is a lack of moisture, or the ground
is too bard, or it is not sufficiently covered
with soil, &c. In the case of the seed of
the word, there is no defect in the seed :
failure in fructification must be due
altogether to the surrounding conditions.
These conditions are most of them subject
to control. The quality of the soil cannot
be altered : a man cannot by an act of
will change himself at the start from being
what he is. as regards natural capacity
and proclivity, but he can regulate the
external conditions which at last even
afiect the constitution of the mental soil to
some extent. A piece of poor ground
well cultivated will show a fair result, and
even improve in quality where good soil
left untended will yield a crop of weeds,
and deteriorate in its own constitution.
The parallel in the case of mental tillage
is perfect.

Certain conditions are essential to the
fructification of the good seed sown in the
heart, and other conditions are hurtful
and will positively arrest growth at
last and bring decay and death. The
pursuit of pleasure is one of the latter
conditions. It is mentioned in the
chapter read : fc loyers of pleasure"

are the antithesis to " lovers of God." It
is mentioned in other places. Paul
speaks of certain female professors, who
living in pleasure, were " dead while
they lived." The opposite condition is
expressed as *' living soberly, righteously
and godly in this present world, looking
for that blessed hope" Incidentally,
we have a practical illustration of the
two states in one of the chapters read.
In the 10th verse (2 Tim. iv. 10) Paul
says, "Demas hath forsaken me, having
loved the present world." Two years
before in writing to Philemon, Paul
describes this Demas as his " fellow
labourer," and therefore a partaker of
the sufferings that are incident in all
ages in one form or other to those who
identify themselves with the high calling
of God which is in Christ Jesus. So that
here is the case of a man, an actual
companion of the apostles, turning aside
from this cause, that he " loved the
present world." Now this is an influence
to which we are all, at all times, exposed.
There are pleasures in the world.
There is recognition, entertainment,
society, merry-making and honour for
those whom the world loves, and these
things make the time speed pleasantly
away. Even for those that the world
doesn't love, there are many pleasures
provided, if people like to go in the way
of them There is a gratification to the
natural mind in going with the multitude
in the ways of pleasure. There is always
a fascination about the thing, especially
if it is u respectable," and engaged in
as something about which the lovers of
pleasure can say there is " no harm "
in it.

The temptation to give in to this kind
of seduction is liable to be felt in the
loneliness, endurance and self-denial that
belong to the present walk of fellowship
with Christ. The temptation is especially
felt by the young, who have not yet
realised the hollow character of all the
ways of man. They need especially to
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be warned, and if they are wise, they will
listen. There are two strong reasons
why they should listen —always pre-
supposing.that they have earnestly made
Christ their portion, and not taken up
with him merely because friends have
done so. There are two things which
make it impossible for those, whether
old or young, who desire the approbation
of Christ at his coming to indulge in the
pleasures of the world, whether in the
form of the ball room, concert hall, theatre,
or any of the other devices which sinners
have invented for the whiling away of
their heavy hours.

The first is, these things are hurtful
to the new man formed within them by
the word : they check the fructification of
the seed of the word. They hang a
heavy weight on the spiritual racer:
they help the sin which doth already too |
easily beset us : they tend to hold the
mind in a carnal sympathy, and to keep
at a distance the things of God. They
make us feel one with the world, which
is God's enemy. They are therefore a
hindrance. They do not help us to
Christ, but they rather widen the
distance between us and him. Who has
not at one time or other experienced the
mental blank—the spiritual desolation-
caused by the peculiar mental combustion
called " pleasure ? " Therefore on t̂he
score of spiritual expedience, spiritual
men and women (and none others are
the children of God) should never be
found in the paths of pleasure-seeking.
They should be found taking care of the
seed of the word that has been sown in
their hearts. To follow pleasure is as
if a man should water his garden with
vinegar or lime water. Let him water it
rather with the pure water of the word,
and manure it with those self-restraints
and sobrieties which will make it
healthful and strong and vigorous.

But there is a stronger reason why we
should " stand not in the way of sinners,
nor sit in the seat of the scornful." It is

one of the plainest teachings of Christ
concerning himself and his brethren that
they are " not of the world." By the
world he does not mean the earth, or air,
or sky; he means the people that inhabit
the earth ; the people who compose the
present order of society. Not being of
the world is a sufficient reason of itself
why we should not be found consorting
with the world in its particular pleasures
and festivals. But we are expressly
commanded to " Love not the world."
We are further informed that if in spite of
this exhortation, we do love the WOT Id
and have its friendship, it will be at the
price of God's friendship, for tk the
friendship ot the world is enmity with God."
There is substantial reason for the
invitation to <4 come out from among
them and be separate," that God may
receive us, and that ;ve may be FI is sons
and daughters. That reason is the one
given by John : "All that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eye, and the pride of life, is not of the
Father;" that is, these sentiments are
not such as the Father approves as the
motives of action in those whom He has
formed in His own image. Now these
feelings mentioned by John are the
conspicuous features of every worldly
gathering of pleasure-seekers and of
worldly people when they don't gather.
When we attain to any growth in Christ,
we see this clearly, and more clearly
every year. At first, to youth and
inexperience (and always to the carnal
mind, whether old or young) it seems not
so bad. Things seem fair and harmless ;
and the apostolic portraiture overdrawn,
and the scruples of such as are guided by
the apostles over strong. But at last,
with maturer judgment of all things and
enlarged appreciation of things that are
truly " good," the world looks all that it
is, and if we are wise, we stand aside as
God's friends have always stood aside
from the enemy of God. We get to see
that the world in all its ways is wrong at
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the root. What root is that? God. The
world sprang from God ; and in a right
state of the world, God would be its
highest honour, its highest concern, its
highest pleasure. But in the actual state
of the world, God is uot there at all. He
is unknown, unregarded where professedly
recognised, sneered at where not actually
denied in words—blasphemed everywhere
in the actions of men. His word neglected
where admitted, despised where not
avowedly cast out, spurned and denounced
where the carnal mind openly unfurls the
flag of its rebellion. VVhile casting God
behind their backs, the world scruples not
to use, as if it were its own, the goodness
God has distributed with open hand on
every side It lays its hand on everything
as if it were creator and lord of all. Jt
puts itself in the place of God. The word
tells us that for the pleasure of God,
creation exists. The world ignores this,
and acts on the theory that all things are
for the pleasure of man. Thus God is
dethroned in His own house. God pur-
poses a great change in this respect. He
intends to humble the haughtiness of man,
that the Lord alone may be exalted in
that day. He intends to exhibit His
glory to the eyes of all flesh, when
because of His judgments, all nations shall
come and worship before Him. He will
say, ki Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted in the earth." The day
is coming when one shall not say to bis
neighbour, u Know the Lord, for all shall
know Him, from the least even to the
greatest." Every knee shall bow to Him,
and every tongue confess.

Meanwhile He is making preparation
for that day in the selection from men by
the preaching of the gospel of a family
who shall shadow forth His glory, and
execute His authority in the age to come.
They are called to the fellowship of His
Son, who is the first-born of the family,
and their elder brother. This fellowship
consists in walking as he walked (1 Jno. ii.,
6), and beim* in the world as he was in the

world (1 Jno. iv. 17), doing the will of the
Father, and glorifying His name, even to
the point of enduring the contradiction of
sinners against themselves. Now shall
these—theappointed executioners of divine
vengeance on the world, the appointed
reflectors of divine wisdom in the age to
come, the appointed instruments of
enlightenment and blessing to all mankind
in the day of holiness to Jehovah—shall
these be found consorting in the pleasure-
seekiugs of a world that knows not God,
and obeys not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ ? Can the sons of God give coun-
tenance to assemblies and occasions in
which God is dethroned, and pleasure
placed on the seat of honour and power ?

It is scarcely possible for a heart in true
sympathy with God to falter in the answer
to this question. David is a true instance
of such a heart, and he says, " I have
hated the congregation of evil-doers. [
will not sit with the wicked." " I have
not sat with vain persons, neither will I go
in with dissemblers." Such will be the
account that every faithful son and
daughter of the Lord God Almighty will
give of themselves. And what if such a
course may bring present weariness,
(though a righteous man is less weary in
solitude than in the crowd of those who
set not God before them) ? What if it
shut you off from much that looks agree-
able and entertaining and advantageous
in the present time ? The day that hastens
is a day of great recompense for those
who take up the cross and follow Christ.
It is a day when the present evil world
will be no more, when it will have passed
like a dream, when the children of vanity
shall lament in vain with weeping and
wailing and gnashing of teeth, mourners
shall be comforted, and the despised shall
be exalted. There is no human joy, and
no earthly pleasure comparable to the joy
and gladness that will electrify the ranks
of those who shall come to Zion with
singing, crowned with everlasting and
unspeakable joy in the day when for them,
sorrow and signing shall flee away,

EDITOH.
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HIS REAL TEAOHITC 0ΪΓ CHRIST:

Or, short extracts taken without prejudice from the works of Or, Thomas, on the subject of
" God-Manifestation."

BROTHER LAVEROCK, of Leith, Scotland,
desiring, in view of the contentions of
some as to the teaching of Dr. Thomas
on Christ, in relation to the manifestation
of God in him, set himself, for his own
satisfaction, to copy out and put together
all the sentences he could find in Eureka
and Phanerosis bearing on the subject.
By the suggestion of others, he has sent
the MS. to the Christadelphian with a
view to publication. It will, doubtless, be
generally accepted and perhaps be useful
to those who may be in a state of un-
certainty. We give the extracts in the
order in which he has arranged them.
He has arranged them under the follow-
ing headings:—"The Deity Himself,"
"The Spirit," "The term 'Jesus,'"
" Jesus before anointing," " Jesus after
anointing," "The term 'mere man,'"
"The Logos,1" "The term Christ and
Christ in the prophets." "The origin of
Jesus," " God with us and one of three
things," " I came down from heaven,
etc.," "Before Abraham was I am,"
" The Alpha and Omega and the Amen,"
" The Son of Man on the cross and in
death," "Jesus anointed came in the
flesh," "Believing on the Christ," "The
spiritual rock," "Jesus overcame and
voluntary obedience."

To the extracts, brother Laverock
prefixes the following: NOTE.—" An
accurate writer does hot contradict him-
self : what he affirms in one part he does
not deny in another: a particular ex-
pression or statement should not be
looked at by itself, but taken into con-
sideration with the whole, and in this
manner only will an accurate opinion or
conclusion be formed."

THE DEITY HIMSELF.

"As we have seen, Moses and the

prophets teach one self-existent supreme
fountain of power, Ail, who is Spirit and
self-named, / Shall Be, or Yahweh; that
this one Yahweh Spirit Power is " God "
in the highest sense, and constitutes the
Godhead or Father in heaven ; and that
He is the Springhead of many streams,
or rivers of Spirit, which assume organic
forms according to the will of the Yahweh
Spirit Power, and that when formed after
the model, architype, or pattern, pre-
sented in His own hypostasis, or sub-
stance, they become Spirit Elohim, or
sons of God, and are Spirit, because
"born of the Spirit." Emanations of
the formative Spirit being εξ αυτόν
out of Him. The Spirit Elohim was also
God, nevertheless they are created—they
are formed and made out of and by that
which is uncreated—they are Spirit-
forms, the substance of which (Spirit) is
eternal; while the forms are from a
beginning. Each one is a god in the
sense of partaking of the Divine nature,
and being, therefore, a son of God.

"Now if we understand this, we shall be
able to discern the force and beauty of
the expression Yahweh Elohim, which
occurs so frequently in the Hebrew
Scriptures—Yahweh is the name of the
uncreated power; Elohim, the organiza-
tions of that power after its image and
likeness, whether they belong to the sun,
moon and stars of the universe, or to
Israel. Hence, also, the beauty and
fulness of the phrase I am He the
Mighty Ones, that formed the earth and
made it.—(See Phanerosis, pages 23 and
24.) The source or fountain of power in
the universe is one. It is an unit. There-
fore everything which exists is ef αυτόν
out of Him. By Godhead is meant, the
source, spring or fountain of Deity—the
Divine Nature in its original pre-
existence before every thing.—(Phans.,
p. 18 and 32.) There is one Eternal
Uncreated Substance, which is essentially
power, incorruptibility and life, dwelling
invisible in unapproachable light; and
known before the days of Moses by the
name of Ail tihaddai, the Strength of the
Mighty Ones, and from His interview
with the angel at the bush, by that of
Yahweh or Yah} "He who will be."—
(See Eureka, vol. i. p. 105.)
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THE SPIRIT.

"That which connects the focal power of
the universe with the embodied sons of
power, and indeed with all created
things, is also "Spirit"—styled in
Scripture "free Spirit."—(Psalms li. 12.)
I t is free or uncombined in space, and
fills immensity as the water fills the
basin of the seas. The atoms of all
material things are elemental condensa-
tions of free Spirit, connecting the orbs
of heaven and all they contain with the
Great Central Focal Power of the uni-
verse. I t is the principle of cohesion,
attraction, form—penetrating and per-
vading everywhere. To this universality
the psalmist alludes when he enquires of
Yahweh, " Whither shall I go from Thy
Spirit ? And whither from Thy face
shall I flee ? If I shall ascend to the
heavens, Thou art there; though I shall
spread down in shea I (the grave) behold
Thee! I will take the wings of the
dawn; I will dwell in the utmost end of
the sea; moreover, there Thy hand (or
power) shall lead me, and Thy right hand
shall take hold of me. . . ." All
this is equivalent to saying that the
Father-power is omnipresent by His
Spirit. Hence, He needs not to be
locomotive to see what passes in the sun,
moon, earth and stars. His all-prevail-
ing Spirit places Him in contemporary
juxtaposition with them all: so that at
one and the same instant, He knows the
fall of a sparrow on earth, and any other
event, small or great, on the sun. In this
way it is that, as Paul told the Athenian
idolators, " He is not far from every one
of us."—(Acts xvii. 27.) We are out of
Him, and through Him and in Him as
physical beings. This is equally true of
all flesh that breathes. Hence Moses
styles the Father Ail Elohim haruchoth
Vhol-hashar, power, powers of the Spirits,
for all flesh.—(Numb. xvi. 22.) Here is
power as the cause of life, called Ail, and
powers as distributed to each living
thing, and therefore called Elohim.

A U is life absolute; for as
Paul says, " H e only hath deathlessness."
Life radiating from His hypostasis or
substance is Spirit life. . - . Forma-
tive of a creature and sustaining it in
life, it is power of Spirit or Spirit power
for that creature. . . . Hence, these
Elohim are Son-powers or emanations
from Ail, the great paternal power. He
is, therefore, the Ail of all flesh, as well
as Elohim for all flesh. . . . In this
elaboration, then, we have Father-power,

Son-power, or emanation and free Spirit.
Moses and the prophets teach this as wo
have seen. The Father-power is one, the
Son-power is the one Father-power in
plural manifestation ; and the manifesta-
tion is developed by Free Spirit emanation
from the Father-power. This is not only
scriptural but reasonable.—(Phans., pp.
19 and 20.)

" Holy Spirit is an emanation from His
substance intensely radiant and all-pre-
vailing ; and that when focalized under
the fiat of His will, things and persons
without limit, as to number or nature,
are produced.—(Eureka, vol. i. p. 100.)

THE TEEM JESUS.

" Now, Jesus Anointed is power, or
Spirit manifested in flesh, and justified in
Spirit (1 Tim. iii. 16), or made of the seed
of David according to flesh ; and consti-
tuted Son of God in power, according to the
Spirit of Holiness, out of a resurrection
of dead ones (Romans i. 3, 4), and,
therefore, styled "the Lord the Spirit"
or a "life imparting Spirit."—(1 Cor. xv.
45; 2 Cor. hi. 17, 18.) Here are Spirit
and flesh. The Spirit is Thros or Deity;
the flesh was the son of Mary, and when
anointed with Spirit again at his resur-
rection, became Jesus Christ, or · the
anointed Jesus.—{Eureka, vol. i. p. V6.)

Jesus is the flesh, and the seven spirits
the Deity with which the resurrected
flesh is anointed so as to be omniscient and
almighty. Thus combined the salutation
is from "the Lord the Spirit."—•
{Eureka, vol. i. p. 124. See same vol.
also, p. 311.)

JESUS BEFORE ANOINTING.

When we contemplate the cherub
before his sealing and anointing, we see
only the son of Mary—the seed of
woman, in the words of Moses; and the
Son of God in the same sense that Adam
was. The New Testament writers give
us very little information concerning
Jesus during thirty years of his sojourn
in the covenanted land. All we learn
concerning him after his return from
Egypt is that he dwelt in Nazareth and
was subject to Mary and Joseph, and
worked at the trade of his mother's
husband. He knew his real paternity
was not of Joseph; he never went to
school, yet was he wiser than those who
assumed to be his teachers, being filled
with wisdom, the grace of God being
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upon him; and he was beloved by all
who knew him.—(Matt. i. 23; Luke ii.
40, 46-52; Mark vi. 3; Jno. viii. 15;
Psalms cxix. 97, 104.) He was clearly in
an intellectual and moral condition
parallel with Adam's before he trans-
gressed. The " grace of God " was upon
Adam and imparted to him much wisdom
and knowledge, but still left him free to
obey the impulse of his flesh, if he pre-
ferred it rather than the Divine law.
This was the case with Jesus, who in his
discourses, always maintained the dis-
tinction between what he called " mine
own self" and "the Father Himself"
who dwelt in him by His effluence.
" The Son," said he, "can do nothing of
himself," and this he repeated in the
same discourse, saying, " I can of mine
own self do nothing." He refers all the
doctrine taught, and all the miracles
performed, to the Father whose effluence
rested upon him and filled him. If this
be remembered, it will make the. "hard
sayings " of his teaching easy to be un-
stood.—(Phans., p. 43.)

" The flesh," says he, "profits nothing."
As son of Mary he pretended to no power,
wisdom or superiority. Mary's son was
" the vail of the covering " t o be rent—
the vail in which the Father-power was
veiled, the flesh medium of power mani-
festation.— {Phans., p. 19.)

JESUS AFTEE ANOINTING.

" Now, Jesus was one and the Father
was another . . . it is written in the
law of Moses, that the testimony of two
men is credible—I am one that bear
witness of myself, and the Father who
sent me (the other witness). He beareth
witness of me.—(Jno. v. 30; vii. 16; viii.
17, 18.) Here, then, are two personages.
The Father Himself being Ail or power,
but when associated with the Son of
Man, who when so associated was
powerful—anointed with the Holy Spirit
and with power—He was Ail Eloahh,
the power mediately manifested; the
power being one and the medium of
manifestation another Eloahh.—(Phans.
16.)

" The Deity, says Peter, anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with Holy Spirit and power
(Acts x. 38), and speaking of the Son of
Man, Jesus, says, "him hath the Father,
the Deity, sealed." Now as sealing has
to do with instruction, we find that Jesus
was not only able to do works of power
in " healing all that were oppressed of the

devil," but he could speak words of Spirit
and life which the sealed only can do.
The words which I spake unto you, said
he, are Spirit and life. . . . Hence
the discourse of Jesus must be received
as the discourse of the Deity, or Spirit,
in him. "What he gave utterance to was
the word or teaching of the Spirit—the
things sealed or impressed upon his brain
by the Deity. . . . " I have told
you the truth which I have heard of the
Deity." " I spake to the world those
things I have heard of Him." These
things spake Jesus.—(Eureka, vol. ii. p.
291.)

'' Jesus of Nazareth, in the days of his
flesh, was the reflection of the moral
attributes of the Deity, as likewise are all
his brethren who walk in his steps.

Jesus is the chief-begotten
Eloahh of Ail, and when sealed with
Holy Spirit at his immersion in the
Jordan, the Deity manifested Himself in
him by the truth he spoke and the
wonders he performed. . . . How-
ever perfect and complete the moral
manifestation of the Deity was in Jesus
of Nazareth, the divine manifestation
was nevertheless imperfect as concerning
the substance, or body of Jesus. This
was what we are familiar with as the
flesh. It was not angel flesh or nature,
but that common to the seed of Abraham,
styled by Paul αρξ σάμαρτιασ, flesh of
sin, in which, he says, ''dwells no good
thing." — (Rom. vii. 18; viii. 3.) The
Anointing Spirit dove, which as the
Divine form descended from heaven upon
Jesus at his sealing, was holy and com-
plete in all things : the character of Jesus
was holy, harmless and undefiled, without
spot or blemish, or any such thing; but
his flesh was like our flesh, in all its
points, weak, emotional and unclean.
Had his flesh been like that of Angel
Elohim, which is consubstantial with the
Eternal Spirit, it would have been unfit
for the purpose of the Deity in His
manifestation. Sin, whose wages is
death, had to be condemned in the nature
that had transgressed, a necessity that
could only be accomplished by the Word
becoming Adamic flesh and not Elohistic.
For this cause, Jesus was made a little
lower than the angels for the suffering of
death . . . that he by the grace of
the Deity, might taste death for every
man. For this cause, and forasmuch,
also, as the children (of the Deity) are
partakers of flesh and blood, he also him-
self likewise took part of the same ; that
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through death he might destroy that
having the power of death, that is, the
διαβο\ο<?} or element of corruption in
our nature, inciting it to transgression,
and, therefore, called sin working death
in us.—(Rom. vii. 13; Heb, ii. 9, 14.)
Another reason why the Word assumed
a lower nature than the Elohistic, was
that a basis of future perfection might be
laid in obedience under trial.—(Eureka,
vol. i. pp. 105, 106 and 7.)

" That born of Mary was bain Eloahh,
Son of Power. Besides that Power there
is no Saviour. Apart from the Power
the Son could not save, for he as son of
Mary, testifies that "of himself he could
do nothing." That the Supreme Power
would save by a Servant-Power is
manifest from Isaiah as well as Peter.
In that prophet, the Only Potentate says
to one He styles His servant: u Thou
shalt be My servant, to raise up the
tribes of Jacob and to restore the desola-
tion of Israel; I will also give thee for a
light to the nations that thou may be My
Yeshua, salvation to the end of the
earth."—(Isa. xlix. 6.) The I and the
thee of this passage are but one power.
Power in servant manifestation.—I the
first and I the last, and independent of
that I, there are no Eloliim or powers.—
(Isa. xliv. 6. Phans , p. 21.)

"The flesh, or Mary's son, was the
earthen vessel, the cherub, hidden as a
polished arrow in the quiver, or shadow
of the power of the Eternal Spirit ; in
other words, " the Spirit of Yahweh
rested upon him " after his anointing.
He was filled with the effluence of the
Eternal Substance (by effluence we mean
that which flows from or out of the
substance of the Eternal Father) and
covered with it as with a halo of power,
so that he was hidden, covered, or pro-
tected from the machinations of evil
doers and from evil influences, which
could not harm him until the protecting
effluence was withdrawn: this resting
upon, in-dwelling and covering was the
sealing and anointing of the Father,
foretold in Dan. ix. 24: Sealing the
vision and prophet and anointing the
holy one of the holy ones. And John
the Baptist bore record of this, saying,
I saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and it abode (or rested) upon
him. The Spirit-dove was the seal or
mark of the Father; the form or shape
assumed by the divine effluence in the
anointing of Jesus . . This sealing
and anointing of the Christ was the |

subject of the following testimonies:
And the Spirit of Yahweh shall rest upon
him, the Spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and of the
reverence of Yahweh, and shall make him
of quick understanding in the reverence
of Yahweh. . .—(Isaiah ii. 25.
Phans., p. 42.)

" Now, the Eternal Wisdom is the
revealer of the Apocalypse. He gave it
to Jesus, whom he anointed both Lord
and Christ. Hence when the anointed
Jesus speaks in the Apocalypse, it is
the Eternal who speaks. Thus, we see
the same rule maintained in the Apoca-
lypse as in the testimony of John .
the Eternal Wisdom speaking through
Jesus, himself become Spirit in being
begotten and born of the Spirit from
among the dead."—(Eureka, vol. i., p.
350.)

THE TERM "MERE-MAN."

" Instead of holding fast the Spirit's
name, they were developing what in
history is called Αρνΐ]σπθ€09 αποστασία
or Deity denying apostasy, which
affirmed that " Christ was no more
than a mere man." The Spirit's
name is the Father by His Spirit mani-
fested in sin's flesh begotten and born,
not of the will of man, but by His own
creative energy, as was Adam the first;
but, to say that he was no more than a
man, was to affirm that he was begotten
of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of
the will of man, which was to lay the
basis of a name which the Spirit will not
only not recognise, but one which He hates.
(Eureka, vol. ii., p. 147-8.)

" Christ, who was the end of the law
. He is declared by Paul to be the

Christian altar. "We have an altar,"
says he, in Heb. xii. 10, which, in being
cleansed by the blood of Jesus is made
identical with him. He was the altar of
earth or of unhewn stone; and in his
making or generation, he was begotten,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of the Deity.
To affirm that in his generation he was
begotten of Joseph, is to "pollute him."
In admitting his altarship, and at the
same time affirming his paternity to be of
Joseph, and not of the Deity, as related
in Luke, is to make Joseph the builder of
an altar of hewn stone—a polluted altar,
upon which a man's nakedness had been
discovered.—(Eureka, vol. ii., p. 223.).

( To be continued,)
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A OHRISTADELPHIAN'S DREAM.

(Continued from page o49, vol. xiii.J

(WE have been asked if this is an actual dream. The answer is, it is so in its groundwork.
The writer of it has several times seen the Lord in his dreams, and the circumstances
attendant on his coming. What he has seen in the rough, he here rehearses with finishings
and amplifications, as a contribution to the edification of those who find their chief enter-
tainment in anticipations and meditations concerning this great theme. Some of the details
may be out of harmony with our usual conceptions, or even scriptural indications on the
subject: but they have the merit of being in substance the actual features of a dream, or a
series of dreams on the subject, and will, at all events, stimulate thought to the edification
of the thinkers.—EDITOR.)

No living soul was seen to gaze
Upon our march, for many days
Tho' route of travellers we crossed
And traversed, in all ways:
For deadly plague, encompassing
The land around, deterring,
Made the desert more deserted,
By Arab, by unconverted.
Quails from earth, manna from heaven
Our rations, and cakes without leaven.

Escorted by th' angelic host,
We slowly moved from post to post;
No idle word, nor joke or boast
The lips of the pilgrims passed.—
White, and black and every hue,
Bond and free, Gentile and Jew,
On foot the strong, on horse a few ;
Moving onward the masses,
In litters, on mules, on asses,
Wives, husbands, sisters, brothers,
Enemies, friends, lovers, mothers,
Bound to the front.—

Not to face shot or shell,
Not to meet death or hell,
Not a fair tale to tell—
But the eye of a Judge,
"Whose calm searching glance
Can pierce like a lance,
To the innermost core
Of a sinful sore
(Kepented of, repeated oft.
Till the conscience so soft,
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Becomes adamant ) ; to meet
Him who asks, yet needs no reply,
For the sinner's sad, sorrowing sigh
Breaks his heart as he passes by:
To meet him who like l ightn ing shocks
Transforms to lifeless blocks
Black sheep from out His flocks
Too base to live !
Stripes many, stripes few,
He gives them their due
Impartial ly, justly,
Oh fear, then, ye l iving saints—·
Know ye fond sin ta in ts
And on escutcheon paints

Despair.

And here the rhythmical swing of my dream
Gave way to the prosaic al stream.
We halted in the rocky valley beneath Jebel Mousa,
The identical mount from which the law was given
By the hand of Moses. The ten thousand ten ts
Were pitched, and every th ing denoted
A stay of some dura t ion;
Rivulets of pure water trickled past ;
All wants were supplied by our constant at tendants ,
The angels, who, altho' apparently men, carried with them
An air of gentle, graceful, dignified command.
Many had refused to inarch; many had at tempted
Escape by the way—fearful of judgment ,
But the angels' eyes were everywhere:
No one could elude their vigilance. Several
Had in various ways committ'ed suicide, but
Had been immediately restored to life again,
Or resurrected ; in fact the power of self-destruction
Became in the situation neutralized.

Xo one had seen Christ yet. W e heard
He was there in the mount, and in a few days,
When the arrangements were all completed,
He was to inaugurate the judicial investigation
Of his household, commencing with generations
In chronological order, and individuals alphabetically.
This we saw would occupy many months .
Altho' the probabilit}^ was tha t only
One question would be asked each person,
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And that, the one he or she had hidden deepest
In his or her bosom. All the wretched machinery
Of an earthly court being entirely ignored
By the infallible Son of God,
The judge of all the earth.

The emotions of the pilgrims were most varied
And in many cases most painful:
Some calm and placid; others nervous and excited;
A few, cursing the power that restrained them,
Kegardless of all consequences and desperate,
Were ironed in their foaming passion—and put
Under guard in separate tents.
Each person formed a pretty correct estimate
Of himself or herself under the circumstances—
Anxiety being the prevailing sentiment: however,
Everything was so real, so matter of fact,
And so much at stake.

Mothers forgot their homes,
Their little children there, longing impatiently
For their return—and what would that return be ?
Was the momentous question;—
In power or in weakness ?—for the blessing or curse
Of the parents covered the family
As the flag covers the cargo—
Fathers' and mothers' sins
Being visited upon the children.

The climate was perfect; and at night,
The splendid pillar of flame above the head quarters of the host,
Illuminated the whole camp for miles around.
We sauntered about, examining the works leading
To the judgment-seat, which was more of the court martial

order,
Than civil; steel fences and gates partitioning oi£
The various encampments (unoccupied) for those
Who should pass the ordeal, with the approval
Of the Judge—for all were to be changed in nature,
Simultaneously after adjudication.

Upon the seventh day after our arrival,
At sunrise, we were awakened by
The most terrific blast of trumpets the mind of man can

conceive,
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Ten thousand times ten thousand angels

Surrounded us (before invisible, but now manifested),

And moving slowly forward to the position assigned, was

THE JUDGE,

He of whom we have all read and spoken from infancy;

Tall, slight, of commanding mien;

Straight as an arrow, sun-bronzed, light-bearded and forked,

One who carried years without age;

Quick in his movements and glance around;

Accustomed to homage, yet gentle and courteous

To his attendants ; a kingly gait his wralk,

In costume more the warrior than the Judge:

Upon his thigh, a sword, the badge of office ;

His hand ungloved, with mighty energy alive,

Tho' sadly marred by Judah's spikes. One

Who would not pass unnoticed in a busy throng;

His eye firm, gentle, pure, with latent fire

Slumbering in its grey and holy orb. He seats himself

In fjuiet power and dignity divine ; all stand—

The trumpet sounds again—and Adam

Kneels before him, with Eve's hand in his.

F. H., 187G.

A LEAFLET FOE MEETINGS EVERYWHEEE.

BROTHER Laverock, of Edinburgh, suggested and draited; the Editor has revised; and

brother Doe, of Yeovil, has printed a leaflet (which can be had from the offices, 8-3. per

100, post free,) suitable for giving away at meetings held in connection with the truth

everywhere. It consists of a definition, in 13 brief propositions, of the faith he'd by the

Christadelphians, and an advertisement of the principal works in which the

demonstration of them is to be found at'length. We cannot better introduce it to

readers than by re-publishing herewith the propositions which are as follow:—

THE CHRISTADELPHIANS, OR BRETHREN OF CHRIST, BELIEVE

1.—That there is but one God, the Father, dwelling in heaven, having underived

existence, essentially immortal in His nature, the Maker and sustainer of everything,

animate and inanimate.

2.—That there is one Lord of men, viz., Jesus Christ, who was the Son of God by

conception, and the Son of Man by birth; the bringer of life by obedience under trial:

who, in the days of his flesh was, in his life, the manifestation of the Father who abode

in him; in his death, the condemnation of sinful flesh; and, in his resurrection, the

means of salvation to all who put on his name.

3.—That the Spirit is the effluence or power of God. proceeding from Him, and filling

all space, for the execution of the works He may design to do.

4.—That man is a creature of the dust, condemned to die because of sin. He lives
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by the breath of life common to all creatures; and, though organically superior to them
he is, like them, a living but not an immortal soul.

5.—That immortality is a future condition of existence, attainable only by those who
please God, by faith in what He has revealed, and obedience to what He has commanded.
The notion of natural immortality is of Pagan origin, and inconsistent alike with
Scripture and science.

6.—That life is ended by death, and can only be resumed by resurrection; which will
take place both in the case of the just and the unjust; only with this difference, that the
righteous will rise to live for evermore, while the wicked will be punished and die a
second time.

7.—That the Lord Jesus Christ is to return from the heavens, and re-appear on the
earth to set up His kingdom (the restored kingdom of David), in the land promised to
Abraham; to bless all nations with his righteous reign, and to raise the dead and reward
them according to their works.

8.—That everlasting punishment is not eternal torment, but a casting out of the
kingdom of God; a giving over to die the second death, which will be final and
irrevocable.

9.—That the devil is not a supernatural bein<r, but the evil principle in human nature
apostolically styled '· sin in the flesh," which makes devils of all men who are not
subject to the will and commandments of God.

10.—That hell is not a place of fiery torment for immortal souls that do not exist, but
the Bible name for the unseen state into which death resolves all men. It is, therefore,
the name for the grave; when the original word is Gehenna, it is the locality of
punishment at the coming of Christ.

11.—That belief of the gospel, described by the Spirit of God as "The things
concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ," together with baptism
(immersion in water), and the obedience of the commandments of Christ, are indispens-
able to the obtaining of eternal life.

12.—That the earth is the promised inheritance of Christ and his people. Therefore,
it is not to be burned up, but will exist ior ever, in a renovated sta'e as the abode of the
righteous, after the rooting out of the wicked.

13.—That the immortal saints (all who are accepted when Christ returns), are to reign
with Christ over the nations for a thousand years in a real personal manner; after which,
death will be abolished from among mankind, and God shall be nil and in all.

(Here follows advertisement of hooks.)

tions with perplexity, the sea and the waves
roaring, men's hearts failing them for fear,
looking for those things that are coming on
the earth." At such a time as this, even the
time of the end, this situation betokens the
imminence of the day of release. We may
reasonably hope for the closing event at any
time. At all events, wait long or wait short,
or wait not at all, we are justified as we enter
1877 in lifting up our heads, as Jesus
enjoined, in prospect of redemption drawing
nigh—a redemption not limited to Christ's
friends alone, but in which, at last, after
terrible scenes of purifying retribution, the
whole human family will share.

He is not ashamed to call them brethren. - (Heb. ii. 11.)

JANUARY, 1877.

THE year opens gloomily for the world, but
auspiciously for those who are not of the
world, but who earnestly desire deliverance
from it, even the deliverance promised by
the return of Christ to take to himself his
great power and to reign. There is nothing
to be seen everywhere but " distress of na-
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

ENGLAND PROTESTS AGAINST WAR
WITH RUSSIA.

THE DIPLOMATIC DOINGS AT
CONSTANTINOPLE.

•WAR IN SPITE OF THE CONFERENCE."

THE RUSSIAN ARMIES CONCENTRATING.

A RUSSIAN PETER THE HERMIT
PREACHING WAR AGAINST TURKEY.

THK Eastern Question has not yet emerged
from the Conference phase to which the
events recorded in our last number have
conducted it. The past month, however, has
been full of incidents tending to give future
events the right direction as regards those
who are waiting for the salvation of God —
the salvation foretold by the prophets and
personally promised and confirmed by the
Lord himself, when he sojourned in what is
now the Syrian pachalic of the drying
Euphrato-Turkish Empire.

Foremost among those incidents has leen
the reception accorded to the Marquis of
Salisbury, the British Plenipotentiary, by
the various courts of Europe during his
journey to the Conference at Constantinople.
The Marquis went round on a special visit
to all the Powers one by one, to try to get
their support, or the support of some of
them, at all events, on behalf of British
policy. His progress was chronicled from
day to day, and chronicled as a failure.
France had her hands full with Germany,
and could not aft'ord to oppose Russia, a
possible and desirable ally in a future effort
to throw off the German incubus. Ger-
many had no interest in the Eastern Ques-
tion, and wished to preserve the friendship
of Russia for future use. Austria, divided
by the antagonisms of the Hungarian and
German elements of her Empire, was not
strong enough to venture on an independent
course, and felt there was more advantage to
her in co-operation with Russia than
antagonism to her. Italy has prospects of a
share of the Sick Man's estate, and could
not afford to risk her interest in the dis-
tribution by of:ending the probable adminis-

trator of his estate. Consequently, the
Marquis of Salisbury arrived at Constanti-
nople with the full consciousness of the fact
that England stood alone, and that his only
chance lay in coming to terms with Russia
herself. The effect of this peculiar
situation, in which Russia rules, has been
visible m British policy. There is a dispo-
sition to agree with Russia, and co-operate
in a plan of reform in Turkey which was
not visible in the early stage-a state of
things of the utmost value to Russia as
regards the execution oi her designs; for if
she can only succeed in neutralising
British opposition (in which' the force of
events is favouring her admirably), she will
be able to make short work with Turkey in
the coming conflict.

Next among the incidents of the month,
has been the holding of an unofficial
national assembly in London, to give ex-
pression to the national feeling on the
Eastern Question. The conference was
composed of delegates appointed at public
meetings in all parts of the United King-
dom. It was convened by all the men of
influence in the country (literary, scientific
and otherwise). Such a thing has never
before happened in the history of the
country. The object of it was to arrest the
hand of Earl Beaconsfield, whose public
speeches gave reason to believe that he
purposed to commit England to war ngainst
Russia on behalf of the Ottoman Empire.
The following extract from the statement
submitted to the conference, illustrates this
clearly:—

"In the present position of the Eastern
Question, strong reasons exist to justify a
definite expression of English opinion. Par-
liament is not sitting, and there are no
means of concentrating the scattered voices
of the country into one vigorous utterance.

To embarrass the
action of the Cabinet, is the last thing we
should desire. But the whole course of
their policy and the latest words of the
Prime Minister, have raised grave doubts
whether they do not mistake the wishes of
the nation." We have no security that at
this moment the name of England is not
being used, and the forces of England pre-
pared, to preserve the integrity of the
Ottoman territory. We consider' that the
time has come when, at whatever cost, the
misrule of the Ottoman Government should
cease. . . . It is useless to expect that
the Porte, incapable as unwilling, will carry
out any reforms except under the most
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severe and continuous pressure from with-
out. At the present moment we stand on
the verge of European war. The danger can
only be averted by the cordial co-operation
of all the Great Powers, each for itself
frankly renouncing designs of particular
advantage. As for England, it is not only
her right, but her duty, acting in concert
with the other Powers, now to require from
the Ottoman Government provisions for
equal rights, good administration and civil
and religious liberty, in regard to all its
subjects; and to take the most effectual
securities that these provisions shall be
enforced. Such a work should naturally
begin with the provinces of Bosnia, Herze-
govina, Bulgaria, and those parts of
Roumelia which have been the scenes of the
recent massacres. These provinces, in
which the Christians are in a majority,
ought to be freed from the direct rule of the
Porte, and be no longer wasted and plundered
by Turkish officials. Above all, it is the
duty of England to abstain from encourag-
ing the rulers of the Ottoman Empire to
resist the demands which will be pressed on
them at the Conference. Let them under-
stand that no help can come from England
to enable them to escape from conceding
every security needed for the execution of
these reforms. The most ruinous mistake
of all would be to entangle this country by
engagements which could entitle the rulers
of Turkey to count upon her help. A war
in support of the integrity and independence
of the Turkish Empire would be injurious to
the interest of England, opposed to the
wishes of the English people, and an offence
against the world."

ENGLAND REFUSES TO FIGHT FOR
TURKEY.

The conference was a very successful
affair. It held two sittings in St. James's
Hall, on December 8th, one in the morning,
presided over by the Duke of Westminster,
and one in the afternoon, presided over by
the Earl of Shaltesbury. Mr. Gladstone
was present in the afternoon and delivered
a lengthy address on the question. The
Liverpool Mercury speaks of it as " the
great informal Parliament of the United
Kingdom," and says of it that "its sound
has gone forth unto all lands." It remarks:

" Not alone Russia, but the more
disinterested European Powers, and even
the Sublime Porte itself, will know that
this nation means something, when such
an assembly as that which met in St.
James's Hall is brought together in
compliance with a well-grounded fear that
the policy hitherto pursued by the British
Government is not in accordance with the

will of the British people
" For twelve months past, as he reminded

us, the power and reputation and influence
of England have been employed for a
purpose and to an effect directly at variance
with the convictions of the country; and
that, too, in a cause to which we cannot be
indifferent without doing violence to our
feelings and belying our best traditions.
Something over twenty years ago 1,000,000
lives were sacrificed and £20,000,000 or
£30,000,000 spent m a war promoted by
England to secure against Russian invasion
the independence and integrity of the
Ottoman Empire. The only return obtained
for that terrible waste of the resources of
Europe in men and money, was a treaty
obligation on the part of the Sublime
Porte, by which it promised to lighten the
grievous burden of oppression to which the
many millions of population in the Christian
provinces were subjected. That obligation,
as Mr. Gladstone showed, has never been
fulfilled. Not only so, but it has remained
worse than a dead letter; for, notwith-
standing its existence, the tyranny of the
Turk, instead of diminishing, has increased
in intensity until it found its culmination
in the terrible massacres of Bulgaria.
Once more the independence and integrity
of Turkey are threatened, and for the
same cause, by the same Power with which
we went to war twenty years ago, with
the result of more deeply injuring instead
of benefiting the very people whose interest
we had at heart. This being so, we have,
as Mr. Gladstone forcibly pointed out,
made up our minds that Turkish promises
are worthless, that Turkish misrule is
incurable, and that we will not again, as
a nation, step in between a prostrate people
and their deliverer. Our fixed will and
determination is that the influence ot this
country shall be user1, not in assisting
Turkey to oppress her subjects, but to
assist Russia in achieving their freedom,
and limiting, as far as possible, the
operations of the Czar to that simple and
noble object."

One of the most striking features of the
conference was the declaration of Professor
Fawcett, M.P., as to the determination of the
Liberal party, in case Beaconsfield persisted
in going against the sentiments of the coun-
try, he said " In conclusion, I trust you wiil
allow me to make this practical suggestion.
I make it as a member of Parliament, and 1
am going to appeal to you to give us your
support if we require it. We are now stick-
ing to this question—that England should
not go to war on behalf of Turkey. But
supposing an English Minister to say that
we shall go to war—and after the past what
can we say he will not do in the future ?
Now, what ought to be our duty as members
of Parliament, and what I venture to say is
your duty, is that we should do something
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practical; and I hope the Liberal pa rty will
be met with courage, with determination,
with firmness and with spirit, by a strong
and united feeling out of doors, which shall
say to the Government, ' We have declared
that your policy does not represent the
policy or the wishes of the English nation,
and that we will use every form that Par-
liament allows, to prevent your having one
sixpence of money until you have ascertained
by an appeal to the country whether it is
their wish and their desire that the blood of
England and the treasure of England shall
be "spilt, and that the reputation of England
shall be cast away, and her great traditions
thrown to the wind, in order to prop up a
wretched, effete and despotic empire.' "

Opposition of this sort would compel an
appeal to the Country, and the country in
its present mood would return a large major-
ity against going to war with Russia.
Hence, the existence and expression of this
sentiment by the National Conference and
other means, have made war with Russia
impossible in the first instance. There is no
doul-t that in the sequel, when England
will be compelled to fight Russia, the British
nation will repent their present providen-
tially-caused attitude. When Russian con-
quests become formidable, they will regret
having embarrassed Earl Beaconsfield in a
policy which, however objectionable on
some grounds, would have prevented them
or indefinitely delayed them. But, mean-
while they are blind. They will hearken to
nothing in opposition to their well-meaning
enthusiasm. The good counsel of Ahitho-
phel is disregarded; and Russia has an open
path before her for her appointed work.

Two other incidents have contributed to
the same result—a speech by Mr. Bright at
Birmingham, read in every part of the,
kingdom, in which he concluded with the
following striking words: — "I put to you
this solemn question—a question which you
must answer to heaven, and which you must
answer to your children and posterity:
Shall England —shall the might of England
again be put forth to sustain so foul a
tyranny as that which rules in Constanti-
nople—a tyranny which has dried up
realms to deserts—a tyranny which,
throughout all its wide range of influences,
has blasted, for centuries past, with its
Avithering breath, all that is lovely and
beautiful in nature, and all that is noble
and exalted in man ?" And secondly, a
letter by Thomas Carlyle, advocating the

same idea, viz., that of co-operation with
Russia. Thomas Carlyle is a profound
thinker of the natural man order, and has
great influence with the governing classes
in England. Consequently, his weight
thrown into the scale against England going
to war with Russia, makes such a Avar all
the more impossible.

DIPLOMATIC DOINGS AT CONSTAN-
TINOPLE.

The plenipotentiaries of England, France,
Austria, Italy, Germany and Russia have all
arrived, and have already held several
preliminary meetings, at which, however,
the Turkish representatives were not
present. The deliberations have already
led to this important result, that they all
agree—including Russia and England—in
recommending Turkey to grant self-govern-
ment to the afflicted provinces, and to
disarm the Mohammedan populations there.
The point not yet settled is how the Powers
are to secure compliance with their re-
commendations. Turkey would promise
compliance, but none of the Powers are
willing to accept her promise without some
guarantee that the promise will be fulfilled.
What is to be the nature of this guarantee?
This is the subject on which failure is
confidently expected on all hands. Russia
proposes that she should occupy Bulgaria
with her troops till the new system of things
was started and fairly working. England
objects to this. Russia proposes in that
case that some neutral Power take her
place—that is, that Belgium or Switzerland
be called upon to occupy the disputed
districts with their troops, instead of Russia.
This might be assented to by England; but
Belgium and Switzerland are understood to
object. And even if they were agreeable,
will Turkey submit? This is the rock on
which the whole scheme is likely to go to
pieces.

THE PROSPECT OF WAR BETWEEN
RUSSIA AND TURKEY.

The Daily News (Dec. 18th) says: —
" From various quarters we receive tLe

assurances that Turkey is not likely to
consent to any proposal that could be made
to her by sane diplomatists on the subject of
the guarantees. Our Vienna correspondent
telegraphs to us that it was believed in that
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city that Turkey would refuse to disarm the
Mohammedans in the Christian provinces,
and would decline to allow the occupation
of any of the provinces by the troops of a
foreign Power, or the control ot the admin-
istration by an International Commission.
From Constantinople itself we hear that the
Porte will not agree to any foreign occupa-
tion of a province. On the other hand, it is
positively affirmed that Russia will concede
no more with regard to the guarantees than
her consent to an occupation by a neutral
Power, and that she will not listen to any
proposal from Turkey which would dispense
with foreign occupation of any kind.
Were the Ottoman Governments as faithful
to their pledges now as they used to be in
the proudest days of their fearless strength,
it is clear that they have not the power to
inforce any promise of genuine reform
they might be induced to make. Our
special correspondent also testifies to the
fact that the general voice of the Turks,
like that of Milton's fiend, is ' still for open
war,' and against the ' wiles more inexpert'
of diplomacy and concession. They are
flushed by their late successes, it would
seem, and are full of the belief that they
can, if called on, fight not only the Russians,
but half a world in arms. Nine out of
every ten Turks appear now to be of this
belief, and the tenth Turk, who knows
better, is overborne by multitudinous voices,
and probably set down as unworthy of his
creed and its history. All this looks
ominous for the satisfactory operation of
the Conference. We have again and again
pointed out that the most serious, if not
the only serious, danger which the
Conference would have to encounter would
be found in the obstinacy and self-conceit
of the Turks. Apparently they believe
now that 'the soul has entered the
sepulchre again,' and that the fierce
unconquerable war-spirit which carried
their forefathers into Constantinople is to
keep modern statesmanship out of it.
Perhaps, indeed, when they find that in
resisting reasonable schemes of reform
and refusing to give substantial guarantees,
Turkey will be leaving herself without a
friend, there may be sense or selfishness
enough in the Turkish people to teach them
the virtue of compromise.

For the present the prospects of a
peaceful and satisfactory arrangement seem
a little darkened by this shadow of an
armed form which Turkey appears to have
cast on the council table."

for the Christians and be beaten than not to
fight. In spite, therefore, of the peaceable
turn of the negotiations, everybody here
believes in war, and I think with reason,
because of the attitude of the Turks. The
mass of the people wish for war, believing
they are quite capable and powerful
enough to conquer Russia, and even Europe.
The few Turks who know better and the
Porte are so under the influence of the
warlike feeling of the population that they
feel it unsafe to give way. They say we
may honourably surrender alter being
beaten, but not honourably nor even safely
before. They say we had better fight and
be beaten than not fight. In this respect
they are in the same position as the
Russians. Both can better afford to fight
and be beaten than not to fight. This is
why the air is so full of war in spite of
the Conference."

"WAR IN SPITE OF THE CON-
FERENCE."

The Constantinople correspondent of the
same paper, on the same day, says·—

" Russia can to-day better afford to fight

PRINCE BISMARK ON THE EASTERN
QUESTION.

It has been remarked as an ominous
circumstance that Prince Bismark has been
silent since the very beginning of the
Eastern complication. It is one of the
incidents of the past month tl'at he has
broken silence and given the world to
understand that Germany sides with Russia
(as was inferred from his silence). It inny
well be imagined that this has not helped
the cause of peace. In his place in the
German parliament, the day after Mr.
Bright's speech at Birmingham, he took
occasion, in answering a question as to some
point on the Russo-German cust.nns tariff
to say:

"The Emperor Alexander has ever been a
loyal ally to us, and Russia only asks us for
our co-operation at the Conference tor the
improvement of the position of the Christ-
ians in Turkey, a purpose to which our
Emperor and our nation willingly offer a
helping hand. That we should support this
object is beyond all question* This support
is justified by sympathy for our co-religion-
ists and for the purposes of civilisation.
Should the Conference not lead to any
result, warlike action on the part of
Russia is probable. Russia does not,
however, ask our assistance for that
purpose also; although no one will expect
us to interpose our veto against it, since
objects are concerned for which we ourselves
are striving. The mingling of commercial
with political questions at this juncture
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would lead to monstrosities. It is impossible
for a customs question either to procure
friendship or to prepare enmity. If the
object of the interpellation was to bring
about discord between us and Russia, as
has already been aimed at before this, it is
to be regretted. As long as we stand upon
this place you will never succeed in making
a rent in our friendship with Russia—a
friendship which has lasted for centuries,
and is based upon history."

THE RUSSIAN ARMIES CONCENTRAT-
ING.

Another incident of the month has been
the departure from St. Petersburgh of the
Grand Duke Nicholas, who has been ap-
pointed commander-in-chief of the Russian
active army. On his departure, there wus a
great public demonstration. On reaching
Moscow, there was a banquet at the palace
of Prince Dolgoroukyi, at which that
personage concluded his speech with the
following words:—"It is great honour for
me that the commander of the Russian
army starts from my house to commence
his military achievements.'' A great crowd
assembled at the Kursk railway station, to
witness the departure of the Grand Duke.
The Grand Duke has gone to Kisheneff, on
the southern frontier of Russia, where the
Russian armies are concentrating in im-
mense numbers. A correspondent of the
Daily Telegraph describes a journey from
Moscow to the south, in which he was
subjected to continual and prolonged delays
in consequence of the incessant passage of
trains full of soldiers, and goods trains
loaded with war materiel to Kisheneff.

THE JEWS IN THE RUSSIAN ARMY.

Another correspondent (Daily Scotsman;
describes a painful episode in these military
preparations. After describing the Russian j
Emperor's enthusiastic reception at a |
military review, he says:— |

"I witnessed in another part ami- j
litary spectacle of a very different nature.
The Wilna and Kovno districts are included
in the mobilisation orders. These East
Polish provinces are inhabited almost en-
tirely by Jews; it is, in fact, the land of
Jewry in Europe. We were passing through
Kovno when a long train was aboiu to leave
the station for the Turkish frontier, loaded
with men of the reserve—most of them five
or six years out of service, and, being Jews,

almost all married. It seemed as though
all the inhabitants of the town and district,
male and female, had turned out to bid
them farewell. The scene was indescribable;
it recalled the expressive language of the
Old Testament —and all the people lifted up
their voices and wept aloud, and the sound
of their weeping was heard afar off.
These thousands of Jewish faces with the
tears rolling down their cheeks, and the
loud wailing and screaming of the women,
were so painful that we were glad when our
half-hour elapsed and our train moved on.
The soldiers themselves were infected by
the storm of grief, and many weeping bitterly
as the sobbing mothers held their babes up
for their fathers' kisses. The station
authorities told us they were used to these
scenes now, that they were of daily occur-
rence."

THE RUSSIAN VANGUARD.

The Deutsche Zeitung is informed by a
correspondent that the following order of
the day has been proclaimed by the
commander of the troops in the district of
Kiers :—" According to the will of the
Czar, this army corps is to have the honour
to be the first to cross the Turkish frontier
and to commence the campaign of glory.
When the Emperor placed this corps in the
foremost rank, lie was pleased to say that
it would know how to fulfil the task
entrusted to it to the glory of Russia and
to the success of the holy cause she is
engaged in."

The Russian army of the Caucasus has
also been mobilised, apparently with a view
to the invasion of Turkey from her Asiatic
side. Turkey is massing soldiers both on
the Danube and on the Caucasian frontier.

ROUSING THE RUSSIAN NATION
AGAINST TURKEY.

"A new ' Peter the Hermit' has appeared
it is announced, in Russia, and is employed
under the highest auspices in inflaming the
populace to the requisite pitch of fury,
which the Russian Government may care
to cultivate in support of the official policy
in the Eastern Question. He is the ex-
Captain of Guards, Alexander Prohost-
chikoff, one of the wealthiest inhabitants of
Moscow, who, from long acting on the
Slavic Committee, has come to conceive,
or to pretend that he has received, a
special mission from Heaven to rouse the
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

GIVING ACCOUNT AT THE APPEALING

OF CHRIST.

L.F.—A person believing in the immortal
emergence of the saints from the tomb at the
coining of Christ cannot at the same tirhe
believe that they will have to give account
to Christ at his appearing, and that he will
give to them the reward of iimnortalityor
corruption accurding to their deeds. To not
believe this is nut to believe the testimony,
for it is declared that the saints will give
account of themselves (Horn. xiv. 12; 1 Pet.
iv. 5 ; Luke xix. lo) ; that Christ will judge
them at his appearing (2 Tim. iv. 1; Matt.

Russian people for a crusade against the
Turks, declaring that he has been inspired !
by the Holy Spirit to lead Russia to the j
redemption of Slavs. He came before the
people of Moscow, and preached the holy
war. From Moscow he went in company
with excited multitudes to neighbouring
towns, and everywhere was hailed as a
Heaven-sent prophet. The governors and
officials were conspicuous in their attentions
to the new saint. When the enthusiasm
had been nursed to a sufficient pitch to
allow of a further development, the prophet
departed in state for Livadia, to announce
the will of the Most High to the Czar of
all the Russias and Vicegerent of God upon
earth. The gravest statesmen conducted
the presentation with the most admirable
composure. Prince Gortscliakoff appeared
as devout a believer as the humblest
Moujik. The Czar gave the fanatic or
impostor a lengthened interview, and ever
since the prophet declares that ha.is author-
ised to announce that the father of his
people will not fail the cause of God at the
coming crisis. His return to Moscow was
a triumphal march. In all the cities the
magistrates, municipal councils, and corpo-
rations went out to meet him, and conducted
him to his residence amid a procession of
the inhabitants. At Moscow the Town
Council granted ten millions of roubles at
his demand towards the expenses of the
military preparations."—Mornit g Post,
quoted by the Christian Standard.

xvi. 27); and that the result will be eternal
life or corruption as the case may be.—(Gal.
vi. 8; Rom. ii. 6, 16; 2 Cor. v. 10; Rev.
xxii. 12.) A -person immersed in denial of
these things is immersed in denial of a part
of the truth: and this part of the truth is
apostolically classed among first principles.—
(See Rom. ii. 16; Heb. vi. 1; Acts x. 42.)
As to whether such a person can or cannot
be saved, it is not man's power to say; but it
is in our power to say that the position of
such a man is defective when judged by the
apostolic standard; and that such a man,
coming to see the truth of the matter,
will act wisely in removing all doubt from
his Cease by submitting to re-immersion.
It is not impossible that a man holding the
idea of immortal resurrection at his baptism,
may at the same time have believed that the
saints living and dead, faithful or unfaithful,
would all appear before Christ for judgment
at his appearing, without perceiving that the
one idea nullified the other. Such a man
might be left to his own convictions as
to what is right to be done for his own
sake. His confession of the doctrine of the
judgment removes any difficulty as regards
fellowship. But as regards those who con-
tinue to oppose the doctrine of the judgment,
friends of the truth have only one course,
and that is to refuse to be identified with
them.

THE SUFFERINGS IN BULGARIA.

Brother McD.—It has been objected that
we ought not to contribute to the relief
of the Bulgarians because the Bulgarians
are Greek Catholics, suffering the righteous
judgment of God at the hands of the
Euphratean smoke - and - sulphur - emitting
horsemen sent to punish the idolatry of
the Eastern third of the Roman City. It is
suggested that to contribute to their reliei
would be to fight against God. In this
view, we cannot coincide. It is not for
us to act in the spirit of judgment till the
sword of judgment is actually put into our
hands. Our position at present is one of trial
under obedience; and one of the command-
ments is that we are to do good to all men,
without discrimination of good or evil,
just or unjust. The only difference allowed
is that our ministrations are " specially"
to be directed to the household of faith;
To refuse aid to the Bulgarians on the
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ground of their being evil would be to go
contrary to this commandment. There
would be no less error in refusing on the
ground that God is subjecting them to
judgment in the ways of His providence.
The adversaries ef Israel took this very
ground in the days of Babylon in devouring
Israel: they said" We offend not BECAUSE
THEY HAVE SINNED AGAINST THE LOUD.
—(Jer. 1. 7·) This argument on their part
was but a plausible cloak for their malice
and was not approved. If we say " We
offend not in withholding help from the
Bulgarians, because they are suffering
judgment," we shall commit the same

mistake. We must leave judgment to God,
until He call upon us to execute it. Our
part meanwhile is to do good unto all men
as we have opportunity. The opportunity
in the present case is pressed upon us by
the loud and urgent appeal made to all and
sundry on behalf of thousands of homeless
creatures who shiver at nights under rude
sheds without covering, and creep forth in
fear in the daytime to hunt a scanty
mouthful in the cornfields. And the
commandment says: " As ye would that
men should do unto you, do ye even so to
them."

INTELLIGENCE.

ABERDEEN. — Brother Craigmile reports
the obedience of MARGARET HENDERSON,
youngest daughter of the late brother
Henderson, of New Leslie. She was immersed
Nov. 2Gth, after acknowledgment of the
truth. There have been also two additions
by removal: Mary Sim from Fetterangus,
(now the wile of bro. Mitchell, of Aberdeen,)
and James Jarvie, from Helensburgh. There
has been one loss by removal, viz., sister
Lucas, to London. There has been an
alteration in the hours of meeting, by which
the breaking of bread (formerly attended to
in the afternoon) takes place in the forenoon;
Sunday school in the afternoon; and the
proclamation of the truth in the evening.
Since Nov. 5th, bro. Mowatt has delivered a
course of public lectures, which have been
well attended: subjects, 1.—The Eastern
Question; 2.—Christ as co ι ing king; 3.—
The saints, his co-rulers; 4.—The promises;
5.—The nation of Israel; (>.—The kingdom
of God; 7.—The good confession.

BIRMINGHAM.—During the month, the
truth has been obeyed by WILLIAM FORMAN
(20), hatter, formerly Church of England;
GEORGE THOMPSON (35), bridle cutter, for-
merly Church of England; HERBERT WITHERS
(21), son of brother Withers.

The Sunday evenings have been occupied
as follow: Dec. 3rd, The Flood: the days of
Noah, their wickedness, in what it consisted;
distraction by the flood, the modern parallel,
the harvest of wickedness now ripe, the
reaper at the door.—(Brother Roberts.)
Dec. 10, God, as manifested in nature, and
as revealed for faith; His substance, attri-
butes and glory; His name and dwelling-
place; His Spirit; His respective similitude
in Adam and Christ.—(Bro. Shuttleworth.)
Dec. 17, The Hell of the Bible considered in
relation to the Hell of Popular Theology.—
(Brother Hodgkinson.) Dec. 24th, The state
of things after the flood; the patriarchal
state, and what came of it; lessons for all.
—(Brother Roberts.)

CODNOR PARK.—Brother King reports the
obedience of .THOMAS H. VERNON (26), medical
student, formerly Campbellite, who went to
the lectures delivered by brother Richards,
of Nottingham, at Pinxton, to oppose, but
found the truth a scriptural matter which
he finally accepted; also JOHN WRAGG (30,)
coal miner, formerly a Congregationalist,
originally very much opposed to the truth.
The little ecclesia now numbers nine.—
{Erratum : in the Nov. intelligence, " the
wife" of brother King ought to have been
" the sister.")

DALKEITJL—The intelligence referred to
(but not published) last month was, it seems,
not authorised nor sent by the writer for
publication.

CUPAR (Fife).—Brother A. Dowie writes:
" We have had two added to our number
lately, DAVID TERRES and his WIFE. They
were both led to the knowledge of the truth
by reading Eureka, and the Twelve Lectures;
and some four years ago, they were
immersed into the saving name, and united
with Mr. J. Mill and the party who meet
in Kirkgate Chapel. Still we "rejoice they
have been led to take the position now
which they ought to have taken at first,
and trust will be mutual helpers one of
another. The present number of the
ecclesia is ten—four males and six females
—which is one more than we have ever had
at one time, for the last twenty three years,
and even of that small number, only three
reside in Cupar. In very deed we are a
small and feeble flock. Oh, that each one
ol us may meet the approval of the great
and Good Shepherd. He will soon be with
us—we shall see Him—and He shall change
our vile bodies and fashion them like the
the body of His glory, and cause us to
drink of the river of His pleasure. It is
when we look at these unseen tilings that
we are able to bear with patience the trials
and troubles of the present."
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DUDLEY.—Brother Blount writes: " I n
consequence of our present place of
meeting being required for business pur-
poses, we have had to look out for another
place, and have succeeded in engaging the
Assembly Room, situated in High Street,
which we purpose opening Sunday, Dec.
81 st." Brother Blount also announces the
immersion of JAMES SCARFE (28), after
giving evidence of a most satisfactory state
of intelligence in the Word.

DUNDEE.—Bro. Mortimer reports: "We
have commenced a course of lectures, to be
continued during the winter, with bro. Gill,
lecturer. The first was on the 5th Nov.—
Subject: I will shake all nations, and the
desire of all nations will come.—(Haggai
ii. 7.) 12th, The good time coming. 19th,
The God of the Bible contrasted with the
God of Presbyterian Theology. 26th,
Jesus the Son of God (not the eternal son)
made both Lord and Christ. 4th Dec,
Why, and for what purpose did Christ die?
There has always been a few who have
responded to our invitation to come and
hear. We hope there may yet be some
who may make up their minds to avail
themselves of the means God has so
graciously provided for the deliverance of
the condemned sons of Adam, and attain
to glory and honor of divine sonship
through Jesus the Anointed One."

GALASIIIELS.—Brother Bell announces the
death ot sister Janet Drawhill, Nov. 8th,
highly esteemed by all who knew her.
She has been in the truth since Nov., 1861.
She had a long and hard but patient fight
of six months with the last enemy.

GLASGOW.— Brother Nisbet mentions that
a " Rev." George Campbell has been
lecturing openly against the truth under
the name of "" Christadelphianism." On
Dec. 17, bro. Smith of Edinburgh, delivered
a lecture in reply, and answered questions.
On the same day he lectured on the Bible
meaning of the Eastern Question.

GREAT YARMOUTH.—Brother J. W. Diboll,
jun., reports: "Since my last report lectures
have been delivered here on the following
subjects: Nov. 19th, The New Birth.—(Bro.
J.W. Diboll.) Nov. 26th, The Kingdom of
God is within you.—(Bro. J. W. Diboll, jun.)
Dec. 3rd, The wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.—(Brother D Spinney.)
Dec. 10th, The Jewish nation—its past and
future.—(Bro. J. W. Diboll.)

LEICESTER.—Brother Burton reports the
immersion, on Nov. 29th, of ROBERT \V.
NOON (34), formerly Independent, and
remarks that the work of the truth in our
brother's case has been slow. (" Slow but
sure," is a proverb that has been signally
illustrated in the truth in Leicester before
now. The most enduring trees are of the
slowest growth.—EDITOR.)

LIVERPOOL.— Brother Millman writes:—
" On Sunday week, two brethren were sent
from our ecclesia to make a statement to the
Rock Ferry brethren respecting the position
of the truth in our great town. After
breaking bread together, the matter was
gone into, and after hearing brother Ash-
croft's views, which were in favour of trying
a course of lectures in Gill Street (a little
building formerly used as a chapel), brother
Robertson proposed, and all the brethren
agreed thereto, that the Rock Ferry Meeting
Room be closed for three months to enable
brother Aslicroft to give the lectures referred
to. When the two brethren returned to
Gill Street in the evening, and communicated
the result of their visit and how dis-
interestedly the Rock Ferry brethren had
acted in response to our appeal, much
gratitude was expressed, and arrangements
were at once made for the campaign, as
brother Ashcroft may advise. We intend
placarding the town with posters, and shall
advertise the lectures in one or more of the
daily papers." The subject of the lectures
will be reported when they are delivered.
Brother Millman mentions the secession of
George H. Milne to the Campbellites, to
whom he originally belonged.

LONDON.—Brother Elliot reports: " I t is
my pleasing duty to announce the following
immersions, viz: November 15th, Mrs.
ELIZABETH BROKE, formerly Unitarian ;
December 6th, WALTER LEE, formerly
Congregationalist; and on December 13th,
ELLEN MARIA BORE, (wife of brother
Bore,) meeting formerly with the Baptists.
The Sunday evening lectures continue to
be well attended. The subjects for December
have been the following : December 3rd,
Christ's Discourse to Nicodemus.—(Brother
A. Andrew.) December 10th, Paul's Life
and Paul's Mission. — (Brother Robert
Roberts.) December 17th, Noah, The
Preacher of Righteousness to a faithless
generation; the present state of Christendom
Prefigured by the World before the Flood.
—(Brother J. J. Andrew.) December 24th,
Christmas and its Religious Associations;
do they harmonise with the teaching of
Scripture?—(Brother Thomas Bosher.)
December 31st, Abraham.—(Brother J. J.
Andrew.)

MUMBLES.—Brother Michael reports the
immersion of JAMES JENKINS, formerly in
the school, but since that time a servant of
Her Majesty, and now serving under the
KiDg of kings.

NEWARK.—Brother John Hage announces
the death of brother Wildsmith, from gastric
fever, on October 30th. He was 58 years of
age. His baptism took place a few months
since.

NEWTONSHAW.—Brother Durrie reports
that the brethren here have secured the
village school for the holding of their meet-
ings, thus saving them a journey of two miles
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to Tilicoultry. They purpose delivering an
advertised course of lectures during the
winter months. They are also to commence
a Sunday school for the children.

KOCK FERRY.—Bro. Ashcroft writes: " I
beg to return bro. Gunn's communication,
which is very interesting; but which I must
say does not inspire me with any great
hopefulness as regards the subject of it—(a
letter to bro. Gunn from a " rev." episcopalian
at Melbourne, Australia, who has embraced
scriptural views on the subject of immortality,
but remains otherwise an accepted preacher
of fashionable religion; and a* proposal by
brother Gunn that brother Ashcroft should
endeavour to help the " rev." gentleman to
a more advanced position.—ED.) These
" Revs." who belong to this particular branch
of the great apostacy, are too full of " our
church," " our bishop," &c, to " receive with
meekness the engrafted word." I have small
hope of a nonconformist minister, and
wonder exceedingly at the great mercy
which has been shown to myself. But I
have absolutely no hope concerning the
other part of the old mother's progeny.
Nevertheless you seem to think that it
might be worth while for me to place the
facts of my case before Mr. Woolaston, and
I will take a note of his address for the
purpose. It may be that God will grant him
repentance unto life, and that he maybe led
to reject the other vanities which still cling
to him, and enter the narrow way of
obedience to all that is required of us in
these times of the Gentiles. Since I wrote
last, I have spent an evening in the company
of several interested in the truth at Ormskirk.
Among these, who assembled in my brother-
in-law's house, at his invitation, was the
minister of the Congregational church, who
is in the very unenviable position of having
to preach things which he is by no means
sure about. I should say that the general
impression produced, was favourable to the
interests we have the honour to represent;
though the absurd conclusion evidently
aimed at was, that what was necessary in
apostolic times, is as a general rule not
necessary now! I expect a good yield of
fruit in this quarter yet, to the praise of His
glory who has called us into the grace
wherein we stand."

" On Sunday last (Nov. 2Gth), we assisted
HENRIETTA PENNINGTON (37), formerly
neutral, to put on Christ by burial with him
in baptism. Sister Pennington resides at
Seacombe, and as her presence is constantly
needed by an aged mother, who is full of
infirmity, it is doubtful whether she will be
able to come among us so frequently as she
would desire. When this is impossible, she
purposes to break bread in solitude. Her
faith stands not in the wisdom of men, and
she has a very intelligent apprehension of
the way of truth, as set forth in the
Scriptures.

" We are just trying to endure, as seeing
him who is invisible. Sometimes a little
light gleams on our pathway, only to be
soon obscured. Yet our faith fails not. We
know what and whom we have believed.
Our sole anxiety is to walk honestly towards
them that are without, and to keep our-
selves unspotted from the world. I have
decided to withdraw from the Waterloo
scheme next month. Nothing very definite
has taken its place, in my thoughts, but I
have placed an advertisement in one of the
papers signifying my desire to hear of any
non-clerical position that might be adapted
to me. To this advertisement, I have
already (in a single post) received an
answer which promises fairly."

SALE.—Brother J. Birkenhead reports the
immersion o' ALBERT BIRKENHEAD (16),
Miss MARY ELIZA BOOTH, and Miss MARY
JANE BELL, residing at Altrincliam. We
publish the report in the hope that it signi-
fies a retreat on the part of Sale from the
unscriptural position represented by the
pamphlet reviewed in another part of this
number of the Christadelphian. We could
have no interest in reporting operations
conducted on a wrong foundation.

STOCKPORT.—Brother Waite reports the
obedience of JOHN SHELDON (30), husband
of sister Sheldon. He also states that bro.
Edge is no longer with the brethren, through
disorderly walk. There is an increasing
interest in the truth in this place. For
several weeks there has been an increased
attendance of the public at the evening
meetings—the last audience being the
largest. Subject: Nov. 19, The Soul: ancient
death-beds and modern funeral sermons.
Nov. 26, The promised inheritance. Dec. 3,
Gentile errors on the Messiahship. Dec. 7,
Hell. Dec. 14, The way called Heresy.

SWANSEA.—Brother Randies reports addi-
tion by the removal of sister Mirfin from
Birmingham. Lectures have been given
during the past month, as follow: —Oct.
15th, Parable of the rich man and Lazarus.
Oct. 22, The Second Coming of Christ. Oct.
29, Universal resurrection—does the Bible
teach it ? Nov. 5, The Second Coming
of Christ, and what he comes to do. Nov.
12, The dying thief and the crucified King.
Nov. 19, The Second Coming (continued).
Nov. 26, Britain and Russia—what the Bible
says about them. Dec. 3, The Messiah and
the Millennium. Dec. 10, The war of the
great day of God Almighty. "All these sub-
jects were announced by bills and posters,
and drew good audiences. The removal to
the new hall has proved so far good—the
truth obtaining a hearing such as it never
had before. Planting and watering is all
that we can do —increase is with the Father."
"Also," says brother Randies, "We have
been visited by brother Hamilton, of Birm-
ingham, who, after great pressure, made his
maiden speech, and did well,"



The Chr staielpMan,!
Jan. 1, Ib77. J INTELLIGENCE. 47

AUSTRALIA.

ST. KILDA.—Brother Kitchen writes:—
u I would again remind you of the Mace-
donian cry, ' Come over and help us.' I
cannot say that the fields are white already
for harvest ; but I believe some stragglers
may be picked up if the right man was sent
us. The Lord's time will be the right time, ,
and it would be most cheering to not a few j
in these colonies if a way was opened for ι
Mr. Ashcroft to visit us. I need not repeat I
my former offer. I can only say that nothing |
shall be wanting on my part according j
to ability to make it a success. England can j
send us their cricketers, singers, theatricals,
&c, cannot the brethren of Christ send us
help, the results of which may be seen
when all those worldly speculations shall
become chaff? I have sent you some copies
of Mr. Ashcroft's address/ which I am
sending to the clergy and others."

CANADA.
ALLENFORD, (Bruce Co.)-—Bro. Gunn,

of Walkerton, reports, that at the request
of a prominent resident in this village,
brother McCarter and himself visited the
place and lectured twice, in a hall secured
for the purpose. Brother McCarter lectured
in the morning and brother Gunn in the
afternoon to an attentive and considerable
audience of strangers. Further meetings
are promised in compliance with the wishes
of the resident in question, Mrs. Robert
Young, originally a native of Edinburgh,
who has been for some time dissatisfied
with orthodox religion.

TARA.—This village is seven miles from
Allenford. Two brethren (Dalgarno and
Richards, with the wife of the former and
daughter of the latter, both in the truth)
reside here. Arrangements are in progress
for public meetings on behalf of the truth
during the winter.

WALKERTON.—Brother Gunn writes :
"The Walkerton ecclesia have been
favoured by the Mayor with the use of
the Council Chamber, in the Town Hall, for
the Sunday meeting. We break bread in
the forenoon, and after the reading of the
Scriptures, we read a selection suited to
the occasion from the writings of our
brother Thomas, commencing with the
Herald for 1851, and going through the
volumes consecutively. This we find very
valuable, affording as it does, to those who
are now receiving the truth, a portion of
the advantages which you and I and others
enjoyed from the teaching of our departed
brother, and is just an extension of your
own wise course, in finding a place in
the Christadelphian lor selections from the
writings of brother Thomas. We have
also established a week night meeting at
the house of brother Dr. Ussher, for Bible
instruction, which we find most beneficial,"

NEW ZEALAND.

DUNEDIN.—Bro. W. W. Holmes reports
having received from brother Hawkins, of
Sydney, the sad intelligence of the death of
bro. Rooke of that place. He was highly
respected among all the brethren, and of
good repute among those that are without.
His funeral was attended by many of the
latter, who had an opportunity oi hearing
something of the faith in which bro. Rooke
lived and died.

SOUTH AFRICA.

PIETERMARIETZBURG.—Bro. Boyley says
that every opportunity is now offered by
the Colonial Government to persons and
families emigrating from Britain. Free
passages are granted to Natal and rations
and lodgings provided for seven days after
landing. In addition to this, there is a
movement on foot for giving grants of land.
Several batches of emigrants have arrived
under the new arrangement. Bro. Boyley
is in ardent hopes some brother or sister
may shortly avail themselves of the new
facilities.

UNITED STATES.

BURNET (Tex).-Brother S. H. Oatman
reports the holding of a discussion, between
himself and bro. John Banta, on the one
part, and two Campbellite preachers on the
other, subject: " I s the soul immortal."
The debate commenced on the morning of
Oct. 26, and continued till 12 midnight, the
28th. Bro. Oatman took the discussion with
one of the preachers during the day, and
bro. Banta with the other at night.

ELMIRA (N.Y.).—Bro J. F. Sykes reports
the immersion on Oct 18, of MARTHA J.
STERLING (18), daughter of brother and
sister Sterling, and on Nov. 5, of NEWELL
H. SPENCER (45), a promising brother, who
began religious life with the Baptists at 17
years of age, and embraced the truth after
a hard struggle against it.

LLAN (Tex.)—Brother Magill announces
the obedience of Mr. GEORGE L. EPPERSON
and his wife, MARY A. EPPERSON and SARAH
E. EPPERSON, wife of brother James M.
Epperson, whose immersion was reported in
the Christadelphian for July last. The
three named were baptised into the saving
name on October 8th, by the assistance of
brother S. M. Magill. Brother George L.
and James M. are sons of brother J. L. and
sister Sarah Epperson.

LUNENBURG. — (Va.) — Sister Anderson
mentions, incidental!}', without giving par-
ticulars, that some three or four have
obeyed the truth in thisneighbourhoood and
Mecklenburg.

JOPLIN (Mo.)—Brother Fowlkes writes;—
" I feel glad to report that I have one that I
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can call sister in this dry place. Joplin is a
town of between nine and ten thousand
inhabitants, all built up within the last
seven years. I have lived here four years
alone until the 29th of last month, when I
immersed into the saving name ALICE
SMITH (26). She is very intelligent in the
Bible. She got a start in the right direction
by reading Twelve Lectures and other Chris-
tadelphian works. She was formerly a
Methodist, but now rejoices in that she has
found the truth."

IiociiKSTKK (N.Y.)—Bro. Tomlin reports
the addition to the Rochester ecclesia of the
following persons, since last writing:—
THOMAS BODDY, JUN. (30), immersed July
16th. A few months previous to his immer-
sion, he joined the Methodist Church on
probation; but his brother, Chas. Boddy, find-
ing lie had ears to hear, he with others poured
in the words of the Spirit of Life, which
dispelled the darkness that was in his mind,
by driving out the spirit of Methodism; and
he now rejoices in the fact. ELIZA BODDY
(63), immersed September 20th, formerly of
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, England, but
never became a member of any religious
body. She is the mother of Charles and
Thomas Boddy, junr., and wife of Thomas
Boddy, senr. THOMAS TURNER (18), of
Peterborough (Ont.), formerly of Galashiels,
Scotland. The young man called upon us
and stayed all night, an£l i n conversing with
him on the truth, we found him so well
instructed that we set before him the im-
portance of obedience; and the next
morning he expressed a wish to be immersed,
whereupon we set before him the import-
ance of making a voluntary and a complete
sacrifice, without coercion upon our part.
To this he agreed, and we immersed him in
the presence of two witnesses."

SPRINGFIELD. (0.)—Brother W. H. Reeves
reports the obedience of FANINA FREEMAN
(56), formerly Baptist; 1\ S. FINCH, coal
and wood merchant, formerly neutral ;
and his wife, MAKY VIRGINIA FINCH,
formerly Lutheran. There is fair prospect
of the addition of several more. Brother
Reeves says the two latter were at lirst
seduced by the Renunciationist Lamp, but
the fallacies of that organ of re-vamped
sectarianism wei"3 finally dispelled by the
rays of the lamp of light and life,' and
they were able, in their preparation for
the one immersion, to rejoice in the
following clear teaching of Romans viii. 3;
1 Peter ii. 24; Hebrews ii. 14, 16, 17. " The
apostles taught that Jesus was of the same
flesh as the sons of Adam, having all the
faculties and emotions common to them,
and that when he was crucified, sin was
condenmed ' in ' that flesh. Balaam in the

days of the apostles denied this, and some
in our day maintain that the nature called
Jesus, was not similar to that of Adam
after he fell, but like a different flesh,
such as they suppose he had before the
fall."—DR. THOMAS. The janglers admit
that Jesus came in flesh, but maintain strife
by affirming the spotlessness of that flesh,
as to which Dr. Thomas says: "All spotless
flesh theories, logically renders the Yahweh
name ineffectual to the remission of sin,
for if Christ did not come in flesh and blood
nature common to all mankind, the con-
demnation of sin in the flesh, which had
sinned, . . . could not have occurred
when he was crucified, and moreover, if his
body had not been identical with ours, he
could not have borne the sins of his
brethren, the saints, to the cross. The
denial of his true and proper humanity
made him logically unfit for a sacrificial
man."' Brother Reeves adds that the
Springfield ecclesia is now sifted of all
doctrinally weak elements, and is reaping
the well-earned reward of their diligence.
They stand on more solid ground than
ever before, even the ground of the truth,
better understood in amplification and
heartily held mentally, with no possible
chance of compromise for domestic, social,
or any other reasons. The ecclesia knows
its relation of a pillar, with the same hearty
firmness that it hopes through faith, and
trial well sustained, to be a pillar in the
temple of the Deity. It thinks the time
come to speak * out understanding^
and emphatically, for the benefit of
all concerned at home and abroad.

WORCESTER (Mass.)—Sister Lasius writes
from West Hoboken as follows: " We have
been informed by brother Isaac Jones, of
Worcester, Mass., that the truth has still a
light stand in that place. He has requested
us to send this intelligence to you. There
are some ten or twelve persons, who now
hold meetings in Howe's Business College,
Main Street, Worcester, who have been able
to see their way through the mists that
have been obscuring the beautiful doctrine
of Christ, or Deity manifested in the flesh.
They now recognise that the Son ' was
made,' in the same nature as ' the children;'
not being consubstantial with the Father
until ' declared to be the Son of God, ivith
POWER, according to the Spirit of Holiness
by a resurrection from the dead.'—(Rom. i.
4.) The few referred to have struggled
through many obstacles and discourage-
ments and have finally succeeded through
the mercy of our Heavenly Father in the
attaining to a clearer apprehension of the
truth on this subject."

WILLIAM H.DAVISj PRINTER, BIRMINGHAM,
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He (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father):
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN."—(Heb. ii. 11.)

"For the earnest expectation of the creature waitethfor the manifestation ofTHE
SONS OF GOD."—(Rom. viii. 19.)

No. 152. FEBRUARY, 1877. Vol. XIV.

CHUKOH versus KINGDOM ;

OR CAMPBELLISM AND EPISCOPALIANISM TWIN REJECTORS OF THE TRUTH.

Μη. ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, president of Bethany College, Va., (some years
deceased) wrote thus, on one occasion, in the Millenial Harbinger : " I will
receive it as a favour from any person, to be informed of any people, or
preacher, on this Continent or in the European world, that clearly or definitely
stated or announced, in unequivocal affirmation, that the Christian Church did not
commence) and consequently was never organised till the first Pentecost after
the crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and glorification of the
Lord Jesus Christ; that, THEN placed upon the Throne of David, AND upon the
Throne of God, he commenced his reign PERSONALLY in heaven and spiritually
upon earth, by the mission of the Holy Spirit to his Apostles, and through
them to his church, which is now his earthly body—the fulness, or manhood
development of him who fills all things, in all places, with life, and beauty,
and happiness. Here I shall pause with my interrogations for the present."

DR. THOMAS'S RESPONSE.

Dr. Thomas rejoined as follows : u We have italicized and capitalized all the
words in Mr. C's. question, except ' personally' and ' spiritually,' which he has
printed in italics. The self-complacency of the above is found in the
implication that Mr. C. was himself the first to state or announce in clear
distinct, and unequivocal terms, that the Christian Church did not commence
till the Pentecost he indicates. As we are ever ready to do our amiable friend
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a favour, (with thanks, or without them matters not,) we beg leave, as we feel
called upon by him in his appeal to ' any person,1 to inform him, that there
was a learned Episcopalian historian and divine in the European world who
has preceded him in all the points in which he pretends to originality.

The Kev. Joseph Milner, A.M., wrote a work whi^h he styled The History
of the Church of Christ; and which after his decease, was published at the
expense of the University of Cambridge, in England. He was what is styled
there an Evangelical Clergyman of the Established Church, in
contradistinction to the 'High Church' ecclesiastics of that communion.
The object of his investigations was to ' search out the real church from age to
age ;' and having found it, he purposed to write a work, in which he says in
his preface to the second volume, ' I mean to exhibit historically what real
Christianity is.' This is just what is demanded in the premisses before us.

Mr. Joseph Milner's History, edited in 1810, by his brother Dr. Isaac Milner,
the Dean of Carlisle, and president of Queen's College, Cambridge, is a
standard work with the Evangelicals ; because it exhibits historically the
things belonging to ' persons whose disposition and lives have been formed by
the rules of the New Testament;' men who have been real, not merely nominal
Christians : who believed the doctrines of the Gospel, loved them because of
their divine excellency, and suffered gladly ' the loss of all things, that they
might win Christ, and be found in him.'—(Phil. iii. 8, 9.) ' It is the history
of these men,' says Mr. Joseph Milner, ' that I write.' ' Nothing but what
appears to me to belong to Christ's kingdom shall be admitted: genuine piety
is the only thing which I intend to celebrate.'

We apprehend, then, that Mr Campbell can have no objection to our author.
He was as evangelically orthodox as can be wished, only that he was not an
immersed divine ; which, according to Mr. C.'s theory, is no bar to remission
of sins, and translation of the soul to a sky-kingdom after death ; but only to
the present conscious enjoyment of remission, actually possessed, but not
certainly known. Though believing that immersion was the baptismal action
in primitive times, he had not been immersed ; with this exception, Mr.
Campbell's system reflects the episcopalian original of the First Chapter of
Mr. Milner's History

Mr. Joseph Milner believed in the sky-kingdom speculation in all the
fulness of Spiritualism, or more properly, mysticism. Speaking of the apostles,
who for three years and a half had been instructed by Jesus in ' the mysteries
of the kingdom,' who also conversed with them for forty days after his
resurrection on ' the things pertaining to the kingdom of God,' causing them
to put the question to the Lord, saying, ' Wilt thou not at this time restore
again the kingdom of Israel?'—though thus divinely instructed for so long a
time, he regarded them in effect as still more untaught and unteachable than
a student of his University . . . for of them he says : ' What the Holy
Spirit was to do for them, they seemed little to understand ; if one may conjecture
from their last question to their master. It is natural to apprehend, that they
were feasting their imaginations with the delightful prospect of a splendid
kingdom, attended with all the circumstances of external pomp and grandeur.
Principalities and lordships were in their fancy, soon to be assumed in the
room of fishermen's nets and boats, and they pleased themselves with the
notion of their Master's external dominion in the world. Not that they were
without a genuine taste for something infinitely better, &c.

This is the doctrine Mr. Campbell teaches. But the apostles were right in
their expectation, and Mr. Milner and his disciple wrong. The error of the
apostles \vas not in regard to the nature of the kingdom ; they only erred in
supposing that the time for the God of heaven to set it up had come. In
speaking of Peter and John's visit to the temple, he says : ' Peter exhorted
them to repentance and conversion, and lays open to their view the prospect,
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not of temporal, but of a spiritual kingdom; in the hope of which they were to
rejoice, and patiently to bear the afflictions of this present life.' 'Such was
the effect of the effusion of the Spirit. We hear no more of their dreams
concerning a temporal kingdom. The hope of a spiritual kingdom in the life
after this, according to Mr. Milner, is the hope of real Christianity—the hope
of the Christian ! This hope realized after death by the Christian's ghost
beyond the skies, is also Mr. Campbell's endorsation of Mr. Milner's exhibition
of the gospel hope ! These gentlemen of course are wide awake ; it was the
divinely instructed apostles only who were dreaming when they inquired of
the King of the Jews, ' Wilt thou not at this time restore again the kingdom
to Israel?' But why does Mr. Milner suppress the word ' again ? ' He knew
that apokathisteemi signifies, not only to restore, but to restore anything to its
former state or place, as Amos says, * as in the days of old.' 'Again ' is well
inserted by James's translators as emphatic. The apostles knew that the
kingdom of Israel had once existed unitedly of the Twelve Tribes ; that Jesus
had promised that they should rule the twelve with him ; now, said they,
wilt thou not ' restore it again'—not simply restore the tribes, the Ten Tribes ;
but restore the kingdom to the whole twelve as it was under David and
Solomon ? But Mr. Milner is dead ; perhaps Mr. Campbell, as his representative,
can answer for him.

These two divines being one in hope, a hope that repudiates the hope of
Israel, continue to breathe the same spiritual atmosphere of pious errorisni.
Now, Mr. Campbell, hear the answer to your seventh interrogatory in the
words of your more pious predecessor and brother in faith and hope; 'That
repentance and remission of sins' should be preached in the name of Jesus
Christ, ' beginning at Jerusalem,' is a passage of Scripture which at once
points out what the Christian religion is) and where we may look for its
beginning and for its character.' This is orthodox doctrine, is it not, which
you and your co-labourers have immersed as ' Reformation Doctrine ? ' But
hear him again. He devotes two octavo pages to the sermon of Peter on
Pentecost, and in conclusion says : " The design of the whole sermon was
evidently to produce conviction of sin in the hearers ; and it pleased God to
crown it with success. Multitudes were pricked in their hearts : they found
themselves guilty of murdering the Christ of God ; and so powerfully were
they struck with a sense of their extreme unworthiness, that they found
themselves also destitute of all resources in themselves. They cry to Peter and
the rest, 'Men and brethren, what shall we do ? ' Peter said unto them, ( Repent
and be baptized every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.' Thus the
doctrine of repentance and the remission of sins in the name of Jesus, began at
Jerusalem ; and thus did St. Peter convince his hearers of sin, and instruct
them in the way of salvation. They, whose hearts God had smitten with a
sense of guilt, were consoled by the grace of forgiveness; ' and with many other
words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves, &c. Then they that
gladly received his word, were baptized : and the same day there were added
to them about three thousand souls.' This great multitude appear to have
been fully converted to Christianity ; for ' they continued stedfastly in the
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.'
Here we see the regular appearance of the first Christian Church. These men
were not Christians in name only ; they understood and believed the apostolical
doctrine concerning repentance and remission of sins in the name of Jesus
Christ. Speaking of the personal ministry of Jesus, he says : ' No regular
churches were yet formed.'

Thus we have conferred on Mr. Campbell the favour sought of ' any person.'
Mr. Joseph Milner ' clearly or definitely stated or announced, in unequivocal
affirmation,' that there were no regular churches before Pentecost, that
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repentance and remission of sins in the name of Jesus is the Christian religion,
that it was first announced on Pentecost, and that the first Christian church,
regular or organized, was commenced on that day. He adds, the members of
that church ' understood the apostolic doctrine? which, we regret to say, neither
Mr. Campbell nor his co-workers have yet begun to do, or can even hope to do,
until they have come to comprehend ' the gospel of the kingdom of God.'

Mr. Campbell announces his hope of ' still enlarging the empire of truth by a
more rapid consumption of the Man of Sin and Son of Perdition,' through ' a
few essays on the Acts of the Apostles.' The hope is certainly a courageous
one when the feebleness of the means is compared with the magnitude of the
work to be accomplished. It is truly hoping against hope ; still, as we
earnestly desire the consumption of the old man of Western Rome, we
should rejoice if our chivalrous friend's few essays shall only so palsy his
vitality as to evolve but one new symptom by which his approaching speedy
dissolution may be more clearly prognosticated

Our candid friend, who proposes to enlarge the empire of truth by a few
essays, says : ' I have again begun to read theology ; ' and by way of help to
the understanding of what he reads, we will suppose, he very humbly inquires,
treading as he does on very tender ground, ' May we ask, without intending to
give, or, in fact, giving offence to any one, a few questions, &c. ? ' Certainly,
dear friend, ask any questions you please ; for as you are going to consume the
Man of Sin, it is highly important that you should increase your power (and
knowledge is power) by all the information you can collect from all the
enemies of the old man. You will give no offence to us ; especially as we
are now old acquaintances, and as it is in accordance with our habit; for we
have been sending you instruction for years past, for which, however, you
have been rather negligent in tendering your grateful acknowledgements.
This, though, shall be no bar to additional favours of the same sort. You
occupy a very important position. Thousands are looking up to you as a
great and living oracle, having more faith in your expositions of the apostles
than in the prophetic word. It is highly important therefore to put you right
if possible, that they also may be rectified by you

Our reading friend says, he has ' again begun to read theology'—yea, even
'modern theology;' which is ' the science of God and divine things.' In other
words, ' God and divine things,' which are amply treated of in the Law
and the Testimony, are subjected to a process of distillation in certain
earthen alembics, from which a spirituous essence of an exceedingly
inebriant and soporific quality is produced; and which is dispensed pro-
fessorially and clerically to the intemperate, labelled ' philosophy and science.'
Paul styles it * philosophy and vain deceit; ' also ' science falsely so called,
which some professing have erred from the faith.' We are sorry to hear that
our good natured friend hath turned again to the reading of this. His consti-
tution has been already so dreadfully shattered by frequently repeated over-
doses of the narcotic, that we are mightily afraid his return to old practices
will confirm them, and place him beyond the reach of cure. We are much
troubled at the risk he incurs. Will he not pause ; and, though gratuitous,
accept our humble advice ? It is, throw modern theology, like Shakespeare's
physic, to the dogs : do as painters do with old sign-boards—take the pumice of
obliteration, and'make a tabula rasa of the cerebrum in relation to the past;
then with the docility of a little child, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest,
Moses and the Prophets, and our word for it, as a practitioner in desperate
extremities, our truth's-empire-enlarging friend will not only be ' more deeply
than ever penetrated with the simplicity, beauty, and grandeur of Christianity,'
but will also acquire a competency to ' lay open the Acts of the Apostles,'
as he will have never been able to exhibit it before.



CHURCH V. KINGDOM. 5 3

In the absence, then, of our advice, which has not yet reached him, and
which, carried into practice, would enable him to excite great interest in the
Acts, it is not surprising that he should ask permission to put seven questions,
for the commendable purpose of interesting and engrossing the attention of
his readers in the study of that book, which, under the disturbing influence of
Elpis Israel (which he has been reading lately), he feels himself incapable of
effecting without. The essay before us is ' No. 1,' and consists of five pages.
Its conclusion brings him to the end of the first chapter of Acts. Of the five
pages, only one and a half has to do with the chapter. One page is occupied
with the seven interrogations; and about two thirds of a page in smaller type,
with a note on David's throne and Elpis Israel.

Our original friend's design in his Man-of-sin-consuming essay 'No. 1.' is very
manifest. It is not so much to interpret the first chapter of Acts, as it is to show
his humble, but exclusive, title to all the honor and glory redounding from
the theological discoveries of thirty years ago, and known currently as ' this
reformation; ' and to give his readers to understand how highly he appreciates
Elpis Israel, and how great is his esteem, admiration, and affection for its
useful and worthy author! As the compliments he bestows upon us
are so overpowering, we shall defer any particular notice of them for the
present, that our natural lowliness and sensitiveness of mind may not be
subjected to too severe a trial. We shall therefore endeavour to forget for a
time our exaltation, and briefly respond to the few questions timidly
propounded by our remarkable friend. He inquires:

1.—In what theological system, current and popular in any denomination
fifty years ago, was it written or indicated as a matter of importance, that
Christianity and the Christian Era were not identical ?

Answer.—Mr. Joseph Milner has indicated it in his ' History of the Church
of Christ,"1 wherein he dates its commencement with that of the Christian
religion at Pentecost, and not at the birth of Jesus. This is a matter of
importance with him, and the National Evangelicals of South Britain.

2.—In what Baptist or Pedobaptist church was it then taught, that John and
his baptism belonged not to the Christian dispensation ?

Answer.—It is taught in Milner, the second edition of whose history was
published by the University of Cambridge. It commences with the ' first
effusion of the Spirit,' and makes no mention of John or his baptism. So that
he did not regard them as belonging to the Christian dispensation, which he
dates from Pentecost.

3.—In what system or school of theology in Protestantdom was it taught
that the Christian Church did not begin to be, while Jesus Christ lived on this
earth nor even when he rose from the dead ? '

Answer.—In commenting on Acts ii., Milner says, ' Here we see the regular
appearance of the first Christian Church,' that is on Pentecost.

4.—In what treatise was it written that the kingdom of heaven could not
come, and, consequently, did not come till Jesus Christ was judged and
acquitted by God of the crimes of treason and blasphemy alleged against him
by the ecclesiastic and political courts of that day ?

Answer.—Milner believed that the Church and the kingdom of heaven are
the same. ' The kingdom of heaven means that kingdom established in the
soul, even righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.' Mr. Campbell
agrees with him. Hence, what Milner says about the beginning of the
Christian Church applies equally to the kingdom of heaven. The answer to
No. 3 is reply to this also.

5.—What system of theology current fifty years ago, or even thirty years
ago, taught that the public coronation of Jesus as King of kings and Lord of
lords—as Head of the universe—by his own Father, in the presence chamber
of the heaven of heavens, amidst all the grandees and hierarchies in heaven,
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was essentially necessary to precede the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the
commencement of the kingdom or reign of heaven in the church of Jesus
Christ in this world ?

Answer.—Stripped of its grandiloquence, the simple inquiry is " What
system taught that the gift of the Holy Spirit, &c, did not occur till after the
ascension ? " That of the University of Cambridge. Speaking or Pentecost,
Milner says : " And now was the critical moment, when it pleased God to erect
the first Christian church at Jerusalem. This was the first of these effusions of
the Spirit of God, which from age to age have visited the earth since the coming
of Christ, and prevented it from being quite over-run with ignorance and sin.

If we carefully attend to this first instance, it will serve as a
specimen by which to try other religious phenomena. Let us, then, observe the
circumstances in which this effusion of the Holy Spirit was vouchsafed. As
repentance and remission of sins were leading doctrines of Christ's religion,
the most ample room had been made for them by the completion of his
redemption. By the order of their Divine Master the apostles remained at Jerusa-
lem, waiting for the promised Holy Spirit, " which they had heard of him.' "

" What system of theology, then, taught that the dispensation of the Holy
Spirit, in the evangelical sense, differs from the dispensation of the
Holy Spirit in the patriarchal or Jewish sense ? "

Ansiver.—Milner's, evidently, as seen in the reply to the former question.
The seventh interrogation has been replied to.

These seven questions of our inquisitive friend, doubtless exhibit all the
salient points of the theolegical system he rejoices in as ' the Reformation for
which he pleads.' The weekly breaking of bread, plurality of elders, and lay
exhortation, were Scotch Baptist peculiarities before his time. The most
remarkable thing with which he has to do, and which is the characteristic of
his reformation, and without which it would have attracted no notice in the
world, our cautious friend has made no allusion to in his programmatical
interrogatories. This is the Walter Scott-element of immersion for remission
of sins to those zoho believe in Jesus Christ. It was the making of this the
burden of a proclamation which caused the other things, which were mere
incidents in the account, to be received as a matter of course. The Scott-idea
of making a proclamation of £ baptism for remission of sins,' as the ancient
gospel, was the spirit, or soul, or both, of the old elements of ' evangelical
piety ' now revived; and surnamed ' Reformation' as the party's understanding
of ' repentance unto life;' and which, after some little opposition on his part,
as Mr. Scott informed us, our discerning friend had tact enough to fall in with ;
and, at length, to subdue all things to himself, except the author of Elpis
Israel, of whom he thinks so much and thinks so superlatively."

(To be continued.)

HIS EEAL TEACHING- OH" OHEIST:
Or, short extracts taken ivithont prejudice from the works of Dr. Thomas, on the subject of

" God-Manifestation.'1

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 32.)

THE LOGOS. j cording to John. He there points us to
THE apostle who had the honour of a c e rtain commencement and saith, «In
receiving the Apocalypse for transmission the beginning was 6 \o<yo?, and the
to the servants of the Deity, has called Logos was with the θεός and Theos was
our attention to the consideration of the I the Logos." In the Common Version
fountain and origin of life and power, in I this reads, " In the beginning was the
what is commonly called the gospel ac- | Word, and the Word was with God, ancl



The Christadelphian,1
Feb. 1,1877. J HIS BEAL TEACHING ON CHRIST. 55

the "Word was God." "We may see from
this the propriety of God styling Himself
"the First," "the Beginning," and He
who is and who was. He was from the
beginning, whether that beginning be
referred to the creation narrated by
Moses, or a remoter beginning before
ever the earth was; and none but a fool,
the Spirit saith, would affirm that God is
not.

Though John introduced two words
into the text, he is careful to inform us
that they are not representative of two
Gods contemporary with the beginning,
but of one only; for he expressly says
that " Theos was the Logos.11

In this text, then, there is One Deity,
and He is styled the Logos. This word
signifies the outward form by which the
inward thought is expressed and made
known; also the inward thought or
reason itself; so that the word compre-
hends both the ideas of reason and
speech. Hence, by John styling him the
Logos, it was equivalent to affirming
that he was a reasoner and a revelator ;
or as Daniel declared to Nebuchadnezzar,
that the Eloah in the heavens revealed
secrets, even the deep and secret things."

But was the Deity reason and speech
only ? In other words, an abstraction
independent of substance; or as some
affirm, "without body or parts?" To
preserve us from such a supposition, John
informs us that " the Logos was with
the Theos." Here was companionship
and identity—the Logos was with the
Theos, and Theos was the Logos. Never
was there a conceivable point of time or
eternity when the one existed without
the other. "Jehovah possessed me,"
saith the Logos, "in the beginning of His
way; before His works of old, I was set
up from Olahm (the hidden period) from
the beginning, or ever the earth was.
When there were no depths I was brought
forth; when there were no fountains
abounding with water. Before the
mountains were settled, before the hills
was I brought forth, while as yet He had
not made the earth nor the open places,
nor the highest part of the dust of the
world. When He prepared the heavens
I was there ; when He set a compass on
the face of the deep ; when He estab-
lished the clouds above; when He
strengthened the fountains of the deep;
when He gave to the sea His decree that
the waters should not pass His command-
ment ; when He appointed the founda-
tions of the earth ; then I was by Him

as one brought up with Him (the Logos
was with the Theos), and I was duly His
delight, rejoicing always before Him;
rejoicing in the habitable part of His
earth, and my delights with the sons of
men.—(Prov. viii. 22.) No Logos, then
there would be no Theos; and without
Theos, the Logos could have no existence.
This may be illustrated by the relations
of reason, or intelligence and speech, to
brain, as affirmed in the proposition: no
brain, no thought, reason, nor intelli-
gence. Call the brain 7 heos; and
thought, reason and understanding, in-
telligently expressed, Logos; and the
relation and dependence of Theos and
Logos in John's use of the terms, may
readily be conceived. Brain-flesh is
substance, or the hypostasis, that under-
lies thought; so Theos is substance
which constitutes the substratum of
Logos. There is the substance called
Spirit; as it is written, " Theos is Spirit,"
and He who uttered these words is
declared to be Himself both substance
and Spirit."—(Eureka, vol. i., pp. 89,
90 and 91.)

As we have said, the Hebrew represen-
tative of Theos is Ail. This is a
primitive word, which, to the mind of the
Hebrew, always presented the idea of
strength and power. It is applied in the
prophets to the Former of all things,
when contemplating Him in His Al-
mightiness. The meaning of the word
is strength, might, power ; and when used
of a person, signifies a mighty one, a
powerful one, a strong one, a hero. The
first place in which it occurs is in Gen.
xiv. 18, where Melchizedec is styled "the
priest of the Most High Ail." This
teaches, by imputation, that there are
other Ailim, but that He whose priest
Melchizedec was, was the highest of them
all.—(Eureka, vol. i., p. 93.)

Speaking of Himself in his address to
the ends of the earth, he says, "Look
unto me, for I am Ail, and none else."—
(Isaiah xlvi. 22.) And to Israel he
saith, Ye are my witnesses and my
servant whom I have chosen, that ye
may know and believe me, and under-
stand that I, Yahweh, am He; before
me, Ail or Power has not been formed,
nor after me shall be (Isaiah xliii. 10), a
testimony that identities Ail with the
Logos and Theos of John, which as One
Power, he saith, " made all things; and
without Him was not anything made that
was made." From Him came the
Apocalypse as it is written, " a revelation
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which, the Theos committed to Jesus
Christ."— (Eiirck«, vol. i., p. 95.)

In the name and memorial thus re-
vealed at the bush, the Deity declared
that He would be a person, or persons,
not then manifested. He announced to
Moses that he was the Mighty One who
had appeared as " three men " to Abra-
ham, and as a "host" to Jacob; but
that at a future period He would manifest
Himself in others, even in persons of the
Adamic race. Hence, in view of the new
manifestation and to keep it constantly
in remembrance, He imposed upon Him-
self the name of Ehyeh, " I shall be."
And this name of the Deity was to retain
its import in a certain time hidden in the
future. The time when it shall no longer
be memorial is not yet arrived. It is to
continue for the Ohihm—for that epoch
when "He who is, and who was and who
is coming," shall come with the clouds,
and every eye shall see Him ; and all the
tribes of the earth shall wail before Him.
—(Apoc. i. 7.)—(Eureka, vol. i. p. 81.)

Yahweh or Yah, as a noun and signi-
fying He who shall be, is, then, the
memorial name the Deity chooses to be
known by among His people. It reminds
them that He will be manifested in a
multitude. . . . This multitudinous
manifestation of the one Deity—one in
many and many in one, by His Spirit—
was proclaimed to the Hebrew nation in
the formula of Duet. vi. 4. " Hear, Ο
Israel, Yahweh our Elohim is the One
YahweJi," that is, He who shall be our
Mighty Ones is the One who shall be,

. . . Of these sons, or Elohim, One
is ''the First-born''—the child born and
the son given.—(Isa. ix. 6.) He is
El oak in chief, the Head of the Body, in
whom it pleased the Father that all the
fulness should dwell, that among all he
might have the pre-eminence.

This Eloah is the great theme of pro-
phecy. His manifestation was predicted
in the promise of the "Woman's Seed
(Glen. iii. 15); in Isaac (chap. xxi. 12) ;
of the royal Shiloh from Judah (chap,
xlix. 10); of the sceptered star out of
Jacob (Numb. xxiv. 17); of the Divine
son assured to David (2 Saml. vii. 14),
born of a virgin (Isa. vii. 14), and to
rule upon his throne.— (Isa. ix. 6, 7.) In
these testimonies it was revealed that he
should be both Son of Man and Son of
Deity. How this could be otherwise
than is related in the New Testament
would be impossible to devise. Is there
an Eloah without me? saith the Spirit;

yea, there is no Rock; I know none.—
(Isa. xliv. 8.) The manifestation, there-
fore, must be by the Spirit of the Deity,
or not at all. The time of manifestation
was appointed and placed on record in
Dan. ix. 25 ; and when the fulness of the
time was come, the Deity sent forth His
son, made of a woman, begotten, not of
blood, nor the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of the Deity, by Holy
Spirit coming upon her, and power of the
Highest enveloping her; therefore, also,
the holy thing she bore was called a son
of Deity, and named Jesus.—(Luke i.
35, 31.)

Thus, "the Logos became flesh and
dwelt among us," says John, "and we
beheld his glory, glory as of an only
begotten from the Father, full of grace
and truth;" for "the law was given
through Moses ; the grace and the truth,
came through Jesus Anointed "—(John i.
14, 17.) Now, " Theos was the Logos,"
says John ; "that is, Deity was the Word,
and this Word became flesh in the
manner testified. Was the product,
therefore, not Deity ? Did the union of
Spirit with flesh annihilate that Spirit
and leave only flesh ? Was the holy
thing born a mere son of Adam ? or the
"fellow" and "equal" of the Deity?—
(Zech. xiii. 7; John v. 18; Phil. ii. 2.)
The latter unquestionably.

After this, manner, then, the Eternal
Power, or Yahweh, became flesh, and
commenced the initiation of his promise,
that he would be to Israel for Elohim.
The chief Eloah was now born; and, as
the Star of Jacob, cradled in a manger,
received the homage of the wise and the
acclamation of the heavenly host. This
babe was the "body made in secret"
through which "the Eternal Spirit,"
when it should attain to "the fulness of
tlie times," designed to manifest Himself.
That time had arrived when Jesus began
to be about thirty years of age. He was
now to be sent forth, being made under
the law, that them under the law he
might purchase from it, that we might
obtain sonship. — (Gal. iv. 5.) His
sending forth was subsequently to his
immersion, and preceded by his anointing
with Holy Spirit. Though born of
" YahweJCs handmaid " six months after
John the Immerser, John said of him
" after me cometh a man who hath been
preferred to me ; for he was before me."
Isaiah styles Him Yahweh and Elohim,
in his prophecy concerning John as
"The Voice" that was to herald his
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manifestation, saying, Prepare ye the
way of Yahweh, make straight in the
desert a highway for our Elohim.—(chap.
xl. 3.) The Father was an Eloah and
Jesus was another; so that in this unity
were developed two, who, in the Hebrew
plural, are termed Elohim. Here, then,
was a practical illustration of the phrase,
so often occurring in the Scriptures of
the prophets, " Yahweh Elohim,," most
incorrectly rendered in the English Ver-
sion "Lord God." Based upon this
combination of Holy Spirit and flesh,
Jesus said to Nicodemus, I say unto
thee, " We speak what We do know, and
testify what we have seen, and ye
receive not our witness." Here was
plural manifestation in unity. This is
abundantly evinced in all the New Tes-
tament. Hence, on another occasion,
Jesus said to the Jews, " I and the
Father are one"—one what? We are,
in the words of Moses, " One Yahiveh."
The Jews, who " judged after the flesh,"
were indignant at this, and attempted to
stone him, for blasphemy ; saying that,
because being a man, he made himself
Deity. But Jesus rebuked the charge of
blasphemy, with an argumentum ad
homines which was unanswerable. " Is it
not written in your law. I said ye are
Elohim, and sons of the Highest, all of
you?—(Psalm lxxxii. 6.) If He (the
Deity) called them Elohim to whom the
word of the Deity came (that is, to their
fathers) and the Scripture cannot be
broken ; say ye of him, whom the
Father hath sanctified and sent into the
world, Thou blasphemest, because I
said I am Son of the Deity ? Know that
the Father is in me, and I in Him ; and
that He who hath seen me hath seen the
Father."—(John x. 30 ; xiv. 9.) They
judged after the flesh (chap. viii. 15),
and, therefore, imagined that his words
were flesh; that is, the mere utterances
of the thinking of the flesh. But he told
them this was not so; for he said, My
teaching is not mine, but His who sent
me; and John also testified that "he
whom the Deity hath sent spake the
words of the Deity; " as Moses had
predicted in Deut. xviii. 18, concerning
the Christ, saying, " I will put My words
in his mouth, and he shall speak unto
them all that I shall command him. And
it shall be, that whosoever will not
hearken unto My words which he shall
speak in My name, I will require it of
him." And so, when the Word became
flesh, the Word-Flesh recalled attention

to what Moses had written and said,
He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not
my words . . the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the
last day. For I have not spoken of
myself; but the Father who sent me:
He gave me a commandment what I
should say, and what I should speak
(John xii. 47), " the words of eternal
life."

The words, then, that come out of the
mouth of Jesus are to be received as the
direct teaching of the Eternal Spirit, and
to be interpreted of Him.—(Eurel'a, vol.
i. pp. 100-1, 2, 3.)

This Eternal Power is the Logos, or
Word, which is identical with Theos, or
Deity, glowing in light : Spirit sub-
stantial and corporeal.—{Eureka, vol. i.
p. 105.)

" I am the Alpha and the Omega, be-
ginning and ending, saith the Lord, the
who is, and who was and who is coming, the
Omnipotent."—(Apoc. i. 8.) These words
announce to us that He who is coming is
" the Almighty," also that this Almighty
One pertains to the past, the present and
the future ; that He has a beginning and
also an ending, as symbolized by the first
letter in the Greek alphabet " To A"
and by the last, or τ 0 Ω, "the Alpha
and Omega."

But let the reader understand that this
annunciation is not an announcement
that the Eternal Theos, styled "the
Father," had a beginning. If He had
not always existed without beginning,
there would have been no creation. To
imagine a time, or part of past eternity,
when Theos or Ail, commonly styled
" God," did not exist, would be to suppose
an epoch when there was nothing—no
existing thing; and this supposition would
be to make nothing the intelligent and
wise creator of something, which is
palpably absurd.

No ; the annunciation before us carries
us back no farther than that " beginn-
ing " to which John had already intro-
duced his readers, in the book he had
already written, to convince men that
Jesus is the Anointed One, the Son of
the Deity; and that, believing, they
might have life through his name (John
x. 31), the beginning of the pre-existent
Deity, by His Spirit Effluence or Logos
becoming flesh; the beginning of the
Great Mystery, Deity, manifested in
flesh."—(1 Tim. iii. 16.)

This manifestation, then, as we have
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shown, had its beginning. It began in
Jesus, Son of David and Son of Deity.—
{Eureka,, vol. i., p. 151.)

Here the clouds of heaven constitute
the Son of Man, who is brought before
the Ancient of Days, when " they " who
compose Him, themselves come into His
presence. The Ancient of Days is li the
Lord the Spirit," the "Quickening
Spirit," the Logos in David's flesh, who
is the Head of this Son of Man.—
(Eureka, vol. i., page 166.)

Under this first head I remark that
Jesus Anointed was the glory of Yahweh.
This is proved by John's testimony, that
" the Logos became flesh and dwelt
among us (Israelites), and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only-begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth.
And of his fulness have all we received,
and grace for grace ; for the law was
given through Moses, the grace and the
truth (represented by that law) came
through Jesus Anointed." This glory of
the Father was seen by " Judah and his

companions" in the evening of the
Mosaic Aion ; and he was seen in the
wilderness, as Isaiah had predicted,
saying, The voice of him that pro-
claimeth in the wilderness, Prepare ye
the way of Yahweh, make straight in
the desert a highway for our Elohim

. ; and the glory of Yahweh shall
be revealed, and all flesh shall see
together.—(chap. xl. 3, 5.) This was
partially fulfilled in the evening of the
Mosaic Aion, as related in regard to
John the Baptiser. He was that voice;
the Spirit descending in the form of a
dove was Yahweh or the Logos; and
Jesus, the Eloah, who, when anointed,
became, as the voice of John proclaimed,
" our Elohim : " or the Logos, the Eloah
from heaven, became flesh in Jesus, the
other Eloah of the house of David.
These two Elohim dwelt among the
Jews as the only-begotten of the Father,
Son of Power and Son of Man, who hath
declared the invisible Deity to men.—
(Eureka, vol. i., p. 312.)

( To be continued.)

THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE TEEASUEES OP THE SPIRIT.
B Y F. R. SHUTTLEWORTH.

REFEKENCE TABLET NO. 145.

CHARITY.- (1 Cor. xiii.)
Bible charity is not mere almsgiving

(though it includes that in its action) ; but
it is love in its most comprehensive sense,
as may easily be inferred from the fact
that the Greek word (agape) translated
chanty, is rendered love about two hundred
times iii the New Testament.

Bible charity is like God: long-suffering,
forbearing, patient, compassionate, kind,
considerate, affectionate, merciful, gracious,
sympathetic, solicitous and tender-hearted;
the very essence of benevolent goodness,
loving-kindness and tender mercy.

Bible charity is not boastful or self-
inflated; it doth not behave itself dis-
courteously or in any way unbecomingly;
it is not self-seeking ; it doth not medi-
tate mischief, nor take pleasure in evil
reports; it is not easily provoked to
anger nor readily offended; but if
offended, it is easily appeased.

Bible charity has no fellowship with
iniquity, and it cannot be induced to lend

its influence to anything to the hnrt of the
truth, in which is all its delight.

Bible charity is forbearing and patient,
believing and hopeful; enduring, unfailing,
and unchangeable.

Bible charity is not self-righteous and
hard-hearted, not unfeelingly critical or
unnecessarily harsh; but it is good-
natured, well-meant, forgiving, and touched
with a fellow-feeling for human infirmity.

Bible charity is the doing of good for
Christ's sake; it is not only a labour of
love, but a work of truth, which has its
roots in God.

Bible charity is something transcendantly
more divine than exacted poor rates; or
the heartless officialism of the poor-house;
or the tender mercies of parish guardians.
In Bible charity there is a touch of sweet
(though it may be undeserved) kindness ;
a vein of kindred sympathy, a genuine
commiseration of helplessness; in one
word, a heart charged with the truth,
warmed by the love oi Christ, and yearning
to bless and promote the welfare and
happiness of others, as the summit of all
excellence,
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Bible charity is not the blind love of
mere animal impulse, nor is it the rushing
fanaticism of voluntary martyrdom; but it
is the calm, reasonable and prudent action
of the affections, under the sober and
enlightened guidance of the truth be-
lieved in the heart, and under a sense
of much personal shortcoming Godwards,
and great indebtedness to the divine
clemency.

Bible charity is the love of Christ shed
abroad in the heart, gendering godly zeal
and self-sacrificing endeavour for the
benefit oi others, without hope of present
remuneration or reward, and in the face of
thankless inappreciation.

Bible charity is not the popular prin-
ciple which glorifies sincerity at the
expense of the truth; nor is it the mis-
taken kindness which spares the rod and
spoils the child.

Bible charity is compatible with the
most stern and uncompromising attitude,
and may co-exist with the severest dispen-
sations, when these have the highest and
ultimate well-being of the subject in view.

Bible charity is illustrated to us in the
action of God towards His sons, in that
His love leads Him to chastise them all
without a single exception.

The dispensations of true love are not
always pleasant: they are frequently
grievous ; but it is impossible to develop
in flesh and blood the peaceable fruits of
righteousness and holiness, by any sort of
love which excludes the rod of correction.

That is false charity which works only
for present results, or which would
sacrifice future benefit to present enjoy-
ment.

Where there is Bible charity they will
bear much, suffer much, overlook much,
forgive much, forget much, help much,
and bless much.

Bible charity does not magnify faults,
nor seek to pull holes in the coats that are
whole ; it would rather put a few stitches
into a rent, nor does it heap coals oi fire on
the head of a hungry enemy.

Bible charity is not loud and public in
its professions of love, but it makes itself
to be felt rather than heard, by its
unostentatious works of kindness.

Bible charity is incapable oi envy and
eschews malice; withal it is a friend as
true in adversity as in prosperity.

God is love, but He is also a consuming^
fire; Christ's work was a labour of love,
and yet none spake more terrible words
than he against the evildoers of his time ;
and indeed, upon one occasion, suiting the

action to the word, He wound up the
business of the money changers with a
whip of small cords, and a summary eject-
ment from the Temple.

Bible-charity does not represent the
" broad church" latitudinarianism of mo-
dern times, as may be easily seen from the
fact that Christ told his hearers that the
gate was strait and the way narrow
which leadeth to life ; and that very few
indeed would even find it at all.

Bible-charity is of a Samaritan cha-
racter ; it is not limited in its application
to the household of faith ; but its mottoes
are " Love thy neighbour as thyself ;"
"Do good unto all men ;" and " It is more
blessed to give than to receive ;" " do
good to them which hate you." Let your
rain water alike the evil and the good, and
your sun cheer equally the just and the
unjust.

Bible - charity is not resentful and
quarrelsome ; it does not occupy its time
in fastidious and profitless niceties ; it does
not go about stirring up strife ; it is not
impatient of restraint and correction ; it
takes no pleasure in grumbling and fault-
finding, and never makes much ado about
nothing.

Bible-charity is a peacemaker ; its coat
of arms is " a kiss for a blow ;" it seeks to
make reconciliation, and is illustrated in
those who (considering themselves lest they
also be tempted), restore the erring in a
spirit of meekness.

Bible-charity is the handmaid of faith
and hope, a sweet sister who never works
out of harmony with the sterner principles
of truth, holiness, and justice.

Bible-charity is not the " peace at any
price " policy of a corrupt fellowship ; but
it is the inflexible upholder of the apostolic
law, of "first pure, then peaceable."

Bible-charity begins with the love of
God, and from that expands amongst men,
to whomsoever it hath power to aid and
bless.

Scriptural charity represents (on con-
dition of repentance) unlimited forgiveness ;
not merely for seven times, but if need be
until seventy times seven.

Bible - charity represents hearts knit
together in love, melted in thankfulness to
God, and filling up the measure of their
days in beneficent activities towards men.

Christian charity cannot be better repre-
sented than in the things which Christ did,
by which he earned the description that
" He went about doing good." As in-
stances of his charitable deportment, take
his judgment in the case of the woman
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taken in adultery ; his feeding the fasting
multitude ; his healing the sick, the lame,
the blind, and the dumb ; his raising the
dead ; his forgiving sins : his tender
yearning over the rebel city ; his prayer
for his murderers; and throughout, his
lamb-like submission to evil.

Bible-charity will never cease ; faith
will be turned to joyful sight, and hope to
sweet fruition ; but charity unchanged by
time will live to grace the throne of
universal empire, and to convene the
nations of the earth in the fraternal
embrace of a Divine brotherhood.

REFERENCE TABLET NO. 146.

GOOD AND EVIL.

Truth is lovable
Lying is hateful.
Light is pleasant.
Darkness is stumbling.
Obedience is faithful.
Sin is deceitful.
Rest is refreshing.
Toil is wearisome.
Zeal is animating.
Indolence is intolerable.
Peace is edifying.
Strife is destroying.
Praise is becoming.
Brawling is unseemly.
Courage is inspiring
Cowardice is depressing.
Wisdom is stable.
Folly is wasting.
Faith is scarce.
Unbelief is universal.
Goodness is rejoicing.
Evil is distressing.
Patience is lovely.
Haste is folly.
Sincerity is sunlight.
Hypocrisy is darkness.
Bountifulness is acceptable.
Covetousness is idolatry.
Marriage is honourable.
Defilement is shame.
Kindness is endearing.
Churlishness is desolating.
Sorrow is sanctifying.
Pleasure is deadening.
Goodwill is appreciable.
Envy is deplorable.
Love is life giving.
Hatred is deadly.
Hope is cheering.
Despair is death.
Liberty is precious.
Oppression is madness.

Forgiveness is godlike.
Relentlessness is fiendish.
Unity is good.
Discord is evil.
Comfort is sweet.
Proud wrath is bitter.
Temperance is excellent.
Surfeiting is sensual.
Humility is well-pleasing.
Haughtiness is despicable.
Godliness is profitable.
Wickedness is shipwreck.
Prayer is reviving.
Faint-heartedness is disconcerting.
Chastisement is purifying.
Laxity is demoralizing.
Holiness is divine.
Impurity is animal.
Order is heavenly.
Confusion is chaos.
Bible-reading is upbuilding.
Negligence is starvation.
Communion is fortifying.
Cares are choking.
Gravity is becoming.
Jesting is distasteful.
Faithfulness is safe.
Disobedience is ruin.
Purity is spiritual.
Men-pleasing is carnal.

REFERENCE TABLET NO. 147.

EXPOSITORY SUMMARIES.

James i. — This chapter yields the
following edifying ideas :—

1.—That this letter was addressed to
believing members of the Twelve Tribes,
scattered abroad.—(See Luke ii. 36 ; Acts
ii. 5 ; xxvi. 7.)

2.—That brethren falling into divers
trials are counselled to accept them with
joyfulness, in view of the fact that faith
subjected to fiery trial yields patience as
one result of the purifying process

3.—That with a view to the complete
and entire development of the new man in
Christ Jesus, it is necessary that patience
be allowed to have her place and perfect
the work.

4.—That God is well pleased that we
should (like Solomon) entreat Him for
wisdom, that He may give us a wise and
understanding heart.

5.—That God is liberal and bountiful in
His gifts; and thai having given to the
needy. He does not upbraid, or cast it in
their teeth, as men sometimes do.

6.—That the answer to prayer depends
upon whether the petition made has been
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asked in faith · that a wavering man shall
receive nothing of the Lord in answer
to his prayers.

7.—That double-minded ness and in-
stability of purpose go hand in hand.

8.—That a brother of low degree being
called to be a son of God, and an heir of
glory, honour and immortality, has much
cause for rejoicing in view of such
exaltation.

9.—That the rich being called by the
gospel to fellowship the poverty, sufferings,
and obscurity of the unlearned and ignoble
brethren of the carpenter's Son,have therein
good reason to be thankful that they are
made low; for that a man who is merely
rich toward himself, and not rich toward
God, shall at last fade away like withered
grass scorched by the sun.

10.—That he is prospectively a blessed
man who endures trial, which to another
without faith is simply destroying ; to him
the promise of the life-crown is made.

11.—That the reception of the life-crown
is after inspection by the Lord at his
coming, and is the reward of a course
motived by love.

12.—That God, who cannot himself be
tempted, never seduces men from the
paths of yirtue ; but that a man being
seduced, is drawn away of the enticement
of his own lusts.

13.—That the conception of lust gives
birth to sin ; and sin, when it is matured,
bringeth forth death.

14.—That brethren are apostolically en-
joined not to err.

15.—That God is the Father of every
good and perfect gift; and ihat He is
without any variableness or shadow of
turning, which oftentimes cannot be said
of men, whose goodness is like a morning
cloud.

16.—That God initiated the process by
which we are to be saved, in His begettal of
us by the word of truth, that we might be
a kind of first-fruit of His creatures.

17.·— That being begotten and born by
the sole will of the Divine Father, we are
then required to work out for ourselves the
salvation thus initiated, and to attend to
the means appointed by which the being of
the new man in Christ is to be nourished
and built up, viz , by the continual in-
drinking of the engrafted word, which at
last, upon this principle is able to save the
soul.

18.—That brethren in some things ought
to be swift, and in others to be slow. For
one application of this principle see v. 19.

19,—That the righteousness of God is

not served in any way by wrath, filthiness,
or any sort of naughtiness, therefore these
things should be laid aside -as so many
hindrances to the work of the truth.

20.—That mere forgetful hearers of the
word, who are not diligent to attend to the
things enjoined upon them, are practising
a species of deception upon themselves,
which will open their eyes when it is too
late to mend : while, on the other hand,
constant doers of the work shall be blessed
in their doing.

21.—That the truth, which is a " perfect
law of liberty," is, so to speak, a spiritual
mirror, which discovers to those who look
into it what manner of persons they are in
all holy- conversation and godliness ; and
so enables them to conform themselves
with the utmost entirety to the glorious
image of light which is in Christ.

22.—That if a man professing the truth,
bridle not his tongue, he is both deceiving
his own heart, and his religion is vain.

23.—That pure and undefiled religion as
acceptable to God, is to visit the fatherless
and the widows in their affliction, and to
keep one's-self unspotted from the world.

Jas. ii.—The following is an «nalysis of
the teaching contained in this chapter :—

1.—That it is contrary to the faith of
Christ for brethren to have respect of
persons. That such partiality is illustrated
in inviting a man in goodly apparel to take
a better place than a man in vile raiment.
We are to know no man after the flesh.
Such thoughts, such judgment, and such
action is only evil and sinful ; and those
who do it are convicted by the law of
Christ as transgressors.

2.—That God hath had special respect
to the poor (but rich in faith), in His
selection of heirs for His kingdom and
glory.

3.—That God's promises of the kingdom
are only to those who love Him.

4.—That to despise the poor is a crime
against the very principles God has acted
upon in creating a people for His name.

δ.—That to have respect of persons is a
breach of the second commandment, which
says : " Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself."

6.—That in respect of law, to offend in
one point is to be as equally guilty as if
the whole law had been broken.—(For
illustration, see verse 11.)

7.—That brethren are, so to speak and
so to act, as remembering that they also
will be" judged by the law of liberty, at the
judgment seat of Christ.
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8.—That he who hath shewn no mercy
to the poor and the erring, shall himself, at
Christ's coming, receive judgment without
mercy.

9.-—That faith without works is un-
profitable, both now and hereafter; and
that mere faith alone is as lifeless as a
body without breath, and cannot save a
man at all.

10.—That faith by itself says to the
destitute and naked, "Depart in peace: be
ye warmed and filled; " but faith and
works combined accompany the brotherly
good wishes with the wherewithal to bring
warmth and nourishment,

11.—That for a man merely to believe
without works, is only to be on a par with
demons who also believe and tremble.

12.—The proofs and evidences of a
man's faith are to be found in his works;
failing this, what he calls bis faith is a
vain and empty profession, both before
God and num.

13.—That Abraham was justified by
works when he offered up his own Son; in
which it is evident that faith was mixed
with his works, by which also his faith
was perfected, and accounted to him for
righteousness.

14.—That Abraham was accounted
the "friend of God," upon the principle
of the "faith whioh works by love, and
purifies the heart."

15.—That Rahab the harlot was justified
by works motived by faith, when she
screened the messengers of Joshua from
the hand of the king of Jericho.

Jas. iii.—The following practical prin-
ciples may be gleaned from this chapter.

1.—That brethren are not to be masterful
one over another, lest they incur the
greater condemnation.

2.—That all are offenders in many ways.

3.—That a perfect man is one who has
the whole of his members under his
enlightened control, to such an extent that
he offends not in word, having complete
government over the tongue, that particu-
larly unruly member.

4.—That the tongue, because it is a little
member which boasteth great things, is
comparable to the bit in a horse's mouth,
and to the rudder of a ship.

5.—That the tongue, unsubject to the
truth, is like a fire, unflaming and defiling
the whole body.

6.—That the tongue uncontrolled by the
gospel is more untameable than any wild
beast, and as full of poison as a serpent.

7.—That the tongue unguided by the
Word, is employed both in blessing and
cursing.

8.—That men are made in the similitude
of God.

9.—That as it is contrary to nature
for a fountain to send forth both sweet
and bitter water, or to yield both salt and
fresh water, even so the mouth of a saint
should not give forth contrary things.

10 —That if a brother be a fig trte, he
should not bear olive berries; or if he be a
vine, he should not bear figs,

11.—That men of wisdom and knowledge
should shew forth their works with meek-
ness, out of a good conversation.

12.—That by envy and strife men belie
the truth which they profess.

^ 13.—That there is no true wisdom in
bitterness and animosity, which, rightly
described, is earthly, sensual and devilish.

14.—That envying and strife are fruitful
of confusion and every evil work.

15.—That true wisdom is first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, merciful, impartial,
sincere, and fruitful of good works.

16.—That the fruit of righteousness is
sown by the peacemakers.

SUNDAY MOBNING AT THE BIKMINGHAM OHEISTADELPHIAN

EOOLESIA, No. 81.

i Exhort one another daily."—PAUL.

THE longer we are acquainted with the
Scriptures the more do we appreciate the
perfect wisdom of the plan upon which
they have been constructed. We find

them so constituted that we can read them
from year's end to year's end, with an
interest that never wanes, and a pleasure
that never satiates. If we had had the
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making of the Bible, this would not have
been the case. We should have produced
a book so precise in its definitions, so
methodical in its arrangement, so guarded
against repetitions, and so limited in
demeanour, that one acquaintance would
have exhausted our interest. Instead of
this, we have a book so diverse in its
composition, though uniform in its design;
so loose in its style, though accurate in its
statements; so incessant in its assertion
of first principles, though free from pro-
lixity ; that we read it with renewed and
growing interest each year of our
acquaintance. In this respect it is like
nature as contrasted with art. Man can
make beautiful things : but bis produc-
tions fail to satisfy as nature satisfies;
their beauty is petty, limited and
superficial. Nature's beauty is thorough
and inimitable, vvhether it be the structure of
a flake of snow, the organisation of a
plant or meanest insect under the micro-
scope, or the stupendous revolutions of
the starry firmament. Nature and the
Bible both bear the impress of divinity.
There is one great plan, and on the basis
of that plan, infinite diversity of beautiful
detail. There is a unity m all parts of
the Bible, and yet a certain diversity
which maintains the interest of the perse-
vering reader ever fresh and fair. ·4 Line
upon line, precept upon precept, here a
little and there a little." This is its plan
as defined by itself. It explains the fact
that we never meet on the basis of Bible
reading, without having something new to
interest brought under our notice.

This morning furnishes a new illustra-
tion. We have two chapters before us
(Jonah iv. and Heb. lix.) as different as
possible one from another, and yet both
converging from different points upon a
common subject, and that a subject the
sublimest of all—the character of God.
This is the foundation of all well-being—
present or to come. We are so familiar
with that, we are apt to take it as a matter
of course. Let us exercise our thoughts

upon it so that we may awake to a fall
sense of its joyfulness. Let us look at it
in this way: before we were born, we
knew nothing about the constitution of the
universe. For anything we knew, and for
any necessity that existed so far as we
were concerned, we might have come into
being to discover that the universe was in
the grasp of a monster, whose delight con-
sisted in producing painful excitement in
all the subordinate creatures of his power.
We might have found God who made us,
a devil to afflict us, and His great house
of heaven and earth, an abode of deformity
and despair. What could we have said
against it ? Nothing. We could but have
accepted facts beyond our control. We
might have raved and cursed, to the
delight of the fiendish contriver of our
misery : we might have wailed with des-
pairing agony that God was not a bene-
ficent being, and that existence was rmt a
delight: but we could have altered nothing,
nor made out a case of reasonable
grumbling,

A picture like this helps us to rejoice in
the fact stated by Jonah : 'k I knew that
thou art a gracious God and merciful,
slow to anger and of great kindness, and
repentest thee of the evil." We behold
with unspeakable relief and admiration
that subject to vanity, though we are,
by reason of rebellion against the Most
Blessed and Only Potentate, yet we live
in a glorious sphere, whose ordinances are
based in the highest beneficence. The
grandeur of the glittering firmament
on high; the overpowering glory of the
splendid sun in the heavens ; the softness
and benignance of α the blue ethereal
sky;" the pleasant play of light in its
infinite variations of colour and shade;
the invigorating rush of the healthful
breeze ; the charming fragrance of open-
ing flowers; the beauty of earth's varie-
gated carpet, the pleasure of every
healthful function—in fact, the whole
paraphernalia of being, reveals the fact
that the creating, sustaining, and presiding
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Genius of heaven and earth is the good
and wise and gracious Being revealed to
the fathers of the house of Israel. When
to all these we add the promise of life
everlasting, a nature incorruptible, society
joyful and ennobling, a kingdom unfading,
we can see what reason we have for
joining— and that rapturously, too, in the
exultation of David : 4v I will extol thee,
my God, Ο King; I will bless thy name
for ever and ever. Every day will I
bless thee, and praise thy name for ever
and ever."

The goodness of the character of God
comes out in a way that all can easily see
in the case of Nineveh. A large city
given over to wicked life, like all large
cities—(and small ones, too, for the matter
of that)—is threatened with destruction in
forty days. The occupant of the throne
hears the threat (proclaimed by Jonah) ;
orders and takes part in a fast and a
humiliation in which all the citizens join.
Their penitence moves Jehovah to pity,
and He suspends the execution of the
sentence, to the mortification of Jonah,
who feels he will be personally discredited
as the herald of a vengeance that never
came— an incident by the way which is
one among hundreds which proves the
genuineness of the narrative, for an in-
ventor writing to sustain the credit of the
prophets, would never have invented such
a story. Jonah's vexation, and his re-
ference to Jehovah's well-known plac-
ability as a reason why he shirked his
duty in the first instance, are features in
an artless narrative of truth, and bring
out the kindness of God in a very practical
and matter of fact way.

The chapter in Hebrews brings out the
same lesson in a different way. In this,
we are brought into contact with the
Mosaic tabernacle and the service of
sacrifice connected with it; and we are
taught that these were but the preliminary
4i example and shadow of heavenly things"

the things from heaven centring in
Christ. We look first at one and then at

the other, and find the same evidence of
the graciousness of God. The Mosaic
system constituted a meeting point be-
tween God and man—a place where God
was approached in worship and supplica-
tion and friendship. When we realise that
this meeting point was solely of God's
contrivance, and that it was appointed for a
sinful nation who deserved no forbearance
at His hands, we realise the fact that was
proclaimed on Sinai, that Jehovah is
( i merciful and gracious, long-suffering,
and abundant in goodness and in truth."
And what shall we say when we see
" God in Christ reconciling the world unto
Himself, not imputing their trespasses
unto them ? "—what but join in the excla-
mation of John, '' Behold what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us ! "
" Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that God loved us, and hath given His
Son to be a propitiation for our sins."
" God commendeth His love toward us in
that while we were yet sinners, in due
time Christ died for us."

But here there is a point which has
arrested the attention and excited the
deep thought of reflecting men : How is it
that there is this difference between the
kindness shewn to Nineveh and the kind-
ness shewn to us; that whereas the men
of Nineveh were forgiven without sacri-
fice, believers in the gospel are called
upon to recognise the fact that " without
the shedding of blood, there is no re-
mission of sins? " The truth has cleared
away this difficulty, though some, who
once knew the truth, (at least, in a
measure), would restore the difficulty by
their renunciationism. The truth enables
us to perceive that in spirit, there is no
difference between the case of Nineveh
and the case of believers in the gospel;
and that the difference in iorm is due to
the great difference between the goodness
bestowed in one case and in the other.
The Ninevites humbled themselves abso-
lutely before God, in fasting and clothing
themselves in sackcloth. This supplied
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the one condition which He himself has
defined as the one that secures his
favourable consideration: " T o this man
will I look, that is broken and contrite in
heart and trembleth at my word." Con-
sequently, He relented towards them, and
remitted the penalty of that immediate
destruction which their prolonged wicked-
ness had nearly brought upon them. This
was the extent of the goodness bestowed:
exemption from sudden death.

In the case of believers in Christ, the
goodness is of a very different nature.
They are called to the fellow ship of the
Father, and that fellowship an eternal
fellowship, and involving a participation
in His incorruptibility and deathlessness.
Now, considering who they are, members
of a race condemned for sin at the start,
and guilty each one of tfc many offences,"
and considering the exalted nature of the
privilege of friendship and companionship
with God, it is no marvel that a special
and adequate form of broken-heartedness
and fear should be provided for them.
God is great and holy ; and He receives
not sinners to his eternal society without
the utmost recognition on their part of
His position of prerogative and their
position of uo claim—yea worse, deserving
death. Hence, his requirement of the
shedding of blood, as the basis of propi-
tiation. Hut we are too far astray for
Him to accept even this at our hands.
Therefore, in the Soi? of Mary—His own
Son—He gives us one in whom He will
accept it, and in whom He has accepted
it, for " Me, by His own blood, entered
once into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption (k%for us," is not in the
original, and is excluded by the " voice "
of the verb—the middle—which concen-
trates the application ou himself). Vet
this Son of Mary and Son of (iod, was
one of the sufferers from the evil that sin
has brought into the world, though without
sin as regards his character. His mission
as the propitiation required this combi-
nation in harmony with the principle to be

exemplified in his death, viz., the declara-
tion of the righteousness of God as the
basis of His forbearance in the remission
of our sins (Rom. iii. 25, 26). In the
righteous Son of David, the law of sin
and death was destroyed by death and
resurrection, and now in Him is " the law
of the spirit of life " established in
harmony with the indispensable require-
ment of God's supremacy and righteous-
ness. Jn Him now is lite for all who will
come unto God by Him, morally partici-
pating in His crucifixion, and sharing His
death in the act of baptism. God will
grant forgiveness to all who come to Η im
in the way appointed. It is no case of
substitution or debt-paying which would
obscure the righteousness and the good-
ness of God. It is a case of God ap-
proaching us in kindness, and giving us,
by His own manipulation, one from among
ourselves in whom His '· law is magnified
and made honourable " - (Isa. xlii. 21),
that by His blood we may be washed
from our sins, in the sense of being
forgiven unto life eternal for His sake;
and that of His righteousness we may
partake in the assumption of His name.

The. fact that sacrifice is required in
order to life eternal is, therefore, not in-
consistent with the goodness which God
showed to the Ninevites without sacrifice.
It is rather the form wThich His goodness
takes in a higher matter, and required by
the greater highness of the matter. It is
the same goodness manifested in both
cases. It is the same God who shines in
all parts of the Bible. " What shall we
say then to these things ? If God be for
us, who can be against us ? He that
spared not His own Son, but freely gave
Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things? Who
shall lay anything to the charge of God's
lect ? It is God that justifieth—who is

he that condemneth ? It is Christ that
lied ; yea, rather that is men again, who
s even at the right hand of Gv>d, who also

maketh intercession for u?. Whi shall
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separate us from the love of Christ ?
. I am persuaded that neither

de«$tli nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature shall he
uble to separate us from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord"—(Ko;n.
viii. 31-39).

There is one thing, and one thing only,
can separate us from this love It is
specified in the words of Isaiah to Israel :
u Your iniquities have separated between
yon and your (iod." God will have no
regard for those who forget Him or
neglect Mis commandment8 : those who
sink into a state of self-service, who live
exclusively for their own comfort and
well-being, who let God slip from their
practical recognitions; ί 1 is word from
their studies; His honour from their con-
cern ; His commandments from their

lives, will awake to find that where life
and death, and men and angels, and
heaven and earth, were powerless to
interpose an obstacle between them and
the friendly regard of the Almighty, their
own folly has done it without further
remedy. God is love ; but our God is also
a consuming fire. He will not be mocked ;
He will not be put off with the fag-ends of
our service. He demands the whole
heart and the whole life; and he is not
his own friend who refuses the call : for
there will come a time when the man who
has served himself will find he has served
a master who can only pay him at last
with tribulation, and anguish, and death ;
while the man who obeys the Divine call
will at the same period discover that in
making God his portion, he has secured
the joyful eternal inheritance of all
things.

EDITOR.

A CHBISTADELPHIAN'S DEEAM.

(Continued from page 36.)

'* Sire of the fallen race

' W E upbraid thee not—stand forth—forgiven—

'And from the iron hand of death, redeemed ;
; For them didst believe the promise
k That a future member of thy race

' Sprung from the womb, of Eve,

' Who shared thy sorrows, and thy hopes

' Should purchase reconciliation

' Of Him, whose law in Eden

' Thou did'st both transgress."

Speechless, o'erwhelm'd, in silent gratitude,

An angel leads them by the hand

To wait in peace the joyous bound of immortality

And comely modest Abel

With timid glance around,

Moves forward towards his Judge,

On bended knee, with ear attent.

The upturned face reveals

A ghastly scam upon his honest brow.
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But half disguised by golden locks—
A brother's legacy.
In child-like innocence he gazes
Frankly on the face of his Redeemer,
And dwells upon his words,
The very type of fearless virtue.

"Gentle son,
" In the full bloom of youth cut off,
" Earth's first victim
" To a brother's cruel jealousy.
" Thine eye is spared the sight
" Of him who slew thee—
" He sleeps an unbelieving murderer,
" Unworthy of revival."0

Angels from his fair temple, remove
The bloody evidence of other's guilt—
And lead him to his parents' loving arms.

And in my dream, amidst the throng
Of men and angels standing round about,
Lost to themselves—fell many a tear,
As Abel stands, and looks a moment
Smiling through his beaming eyes
On him of Nazareth, his friend in power ;
A smile, the reflex of the Master's inner love;
And fain would speak his thoughts,
His thanks, his joy, but time
Is precious, when thousands wait
With bated breath, their woe,
Their happiness for aye;
And millions needful of a king
Battle for power, in a planet
By revolution tempest tost!

But who steps forward now

* Enoch, the seventh from Adam, of whom, in days when men lived nearly a thou-
sand years, Cain was probably a contemporary, prophesied : " Behold the Lord cometh with
ten thousand of His saints to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly deeds, which they have ungodly committed, and of all their
hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against them."—(Jude 4.) Jesus says,
" Every idle word that man shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judg-
ment." The two statements together point to the resurrection of Cain, who was responsible
in standing related to the light. The ground of responsibility is access to the light; and
that which will raise a man to everlasting life will in its obverse side raise him to the con-
demnation of the great day of judgment. "Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we
persuade men." The " dream'' takes account of the mercy of the Judge without allowing for
the stern claim of the just and living God, into whose hands it is a fearful thing to fall.—ED.
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Upon the grassy sward in front
Of Christ, so like fair Abel;
" Seth," is whispered by some angel standing by-
" A long, well-spent honest life,
" According to the light thou hadst
" Hath met with its reward at last.
uThy friends await thee, Seth,
" And greater still—an endless life of usefulness.'
And next in order faithful Enoch
In passing, makes obeisance
To his Judge and King.
Unscathed by death (man's fell destroyer,)
To join his happy ancestors,
And speak once more with those
Who witnessed his translation,
His heavenly labours o'er ;
His earthly mission done—
A silvery-bearded, grave,
And aged, aged man,
With angels' manners,
Bearing on his shoulders
Half a century of centuries,
Bending 'neath their weight ;
Not yet immortal.
But a man who reckons
More than Jesus' years twice-told,
And yet a very babe to Christ compared :
Earth's prodigy, God's protege.
The Master speaks, and silence,
Therefore, reigns around Him.

" Withdrawn from sinful'earth,
" By Elohistic arm ; thy nature
u Purged, to breathe unharmed
" The azure of the heavens,
" With angels for companions.
" We find thy record clear and pure ;
" Be ready to receive the accepted host
" Of prophets, apostles, priests and kings,
" And make them ready for their duties ;
" When transformation opes their eyes

To that beyond, beneath the skies."
" This packet sealed, contains
" The schedule of commissions
" In my Father's kingdom—
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Aye, for everyone."
Angels escort our trusty friend :
He hath the freedom of the camp

And access everywhere.
All eyes were strained as Enoch
Took the sealed roll from him,
Who stood so calm, so full
Of grace, of dignity, of ease,
To lay his hands upon that
Hoary head, the crown of glory ;
And bowing 'neatli Emmanuel's
Heavenly touch, of blessings on his brow.
He modestly withdraws,
Not altogether foreign
To these moods divine.

The clarion blast of trumpets
Sounds again from angels' lips,
And others move, less favoured,

On to judgment.
The Judge, unerring, unforgetful.
Well studied, and each case prepared,
Tarries not in court a second ;
Sexes come and go, to right, to left,
Whose names, unwrit in history's page,
Were scored in heaven.
And record kept of those, whose good intentions,
Giving sin the rein, gallop'd

To their doom.
They who had hopes and fears as we,
Temptations, battles, victory
And vanquishment, watched
By angels, jotting down ;
Moving to right, to left,
As if by magic borne.
Blessings, curses, tears and sighs,
The outcome of this motley crew,
As Paradise or Hades came in view.
Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel,
And Jared, whose parental knee
Oft dandled Enoch as a babe,
And Enoch's son, Methuselah,
That man of centuries, who
Died the year of earth's submergence ;
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Lamech too, and many a friend
Came forth with these
Ancestral worthies, to give
Account of how they kept their trust

The sun was setting in the west,
Time called humanity to rest ;
Brighter and brighter grew the flame,
Inseparable from Israel's name ;
Quoth many an one,
" A great day's work is done,"
Spanning by a single sun
A gap of time in judgment
With many a scene of blood
From paradise to flood :
But thinking in my dream
That death had reigned supreme,
Verily it did not seem
So long, when I considered
How few before the flood delivered
Through faith, and hope, when woman's seed
Should rise, to work this mighty deed
Of judgment in the earth.

And suddenly I found myself alone,
The court was cleared, and all were gone,
The camp tho' mighty, hushed in silence ;
Angelic sentinels marched in cadence
Around, above, throughout—
In Eastern garb attired, unarmed,
Save by the mighty power endowed,
That rives the oak, and bowed
Annanias and Sapphira to the ground ;
Or dams Niagara with the sound
Of voice, or even Elohistic gesture—
So mighty their investure.

And the evening and the morning were the flrst day.
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T H E BIBLE T R U E ;
OR,

ARGUMENTS, ARTICLES, PAPERS, EXTRACTS AND MISCELLANEOUS MATTER, FROM
VARIOUS SOURCES TO PROVE THAT

THE SCRIPTURES ARE THE AUTHENTIC AND GENUINE RECORDS OF
DIVINE REVELATION,

AND THE ONLY SOURCE AT PRESENT AVAILABLE TO MAN OF TRUE KNOWLEDGE CONCERN-
ING A FUTURE LIFE, AND THE WAY BY WHICH IT IS TO BE SECURED.

11 Concerning Thy testimonies, 1 have known of old that Thou hast founded them for ever. Thy word is
true from the beginning."—(Psalm cxix. 152, 160.)

41 Come hither, and hear the word of the Lord your God."—[Jos. in. 9.)
"He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully : what is the chaff (dreams) to the wheat ?"—

(Jer. xxiii. 28.)
" When ye received the word of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as

it is in truth, the word of God."—(1 Thess. ii. 18).
" The prophecy came not in old time by the will of man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved

by the Holy Spirit»—® Peter i. 21.)
" God, who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in times unto the fathers by the prophet^ hath

in these last days spoken to us by His Son."—(Heb. i. 1).
11 The sword of the Spirit is the word of God."—(Eph. vi. 17).
uAll Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,

for instruction in righteousness."—(2 Tim. iii. 16).
" Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed."—(Prov. xiii. 18).
11 Their root shall be as rottenness and their blossom shall go up as dust, because then have cast away the

law of the Lord of Hosts, and despised the word oj the Holy One of Israel."—it>aiah v. 24).

THE BIBLE'S ENEMIES AND THE BIBLE'S
FRIENDS.

" IT is a remarkable fact, that the more
self-conceited, worldly-minded, and wicked
people are, the more they neglect, despise,
and asperse the sacred Scriptures : and,
on the contrary, the more humble and
holy, the more they read, admire, and
value them. What the Lord said of his
disciples is equally true of the Bible. * If
it were of the world, the world would
love its own; but because it is not of the
world, therefore the world hateth it.' No
book, however, has had as many friends.
Vast numbers of wise and good men,
through many generations and distant
countries, have agreed in receiving the
Bible as a divine revelation. Many of
them have been notable for seriousness,
erudition, penetration, and impartiality
in their judgment of men and things;
living and dying they have recommended
it to all others, as the source of hope,
wisdom, and consolation. ' Reason itself,'

says a judicious writer, ' dictates that
nothing but the plainest matter of fact
could induce so many thousands of per-
secuted and prejudiced Jews to embrace
the humbling, self-denying doctrine of
the cross, which they so much despised
and abhorred. Nothing but the clearest
evidence arising from undoubted truth,
could make multitudes of lawless, luxu-
rious heathens, receive, follow, and trans-
mit to posterity, the doctrines and writings
of the apostles ; especially at a time when
the vanity of their pretensions to miracles
and the gift of tongues could be so easily
discovered had they been impostors, and
when the profession of Christianity ex-
posed persons of all ranks to the greatest
contempt and most imminent danger."—
FKEY.

J. M.'s OBJECTIONS TO THE BIBLE,

BESIDES the difficulty connected with the
period of Israel's sojourning in Canaan
and Egypt disposed of last month, " J.M,"
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professes to have found, in the course of
his Scripture readings, " other cases of
discrepancy "' "so numerous' ' that he
" began to mako a list." It may be that
" J . M.'s" discoveries in this respect were
of his own finding out. If so, he is a
man of some penetration, and ought to be
disposed to seek for and able to find an
explanation for all difficulties in the case
of a book proved divine in so many irre-
sistible ways. If not (and it seems far
more likely that ho was indebted for the
" discrepancies " to the malicious ingenuity
of such men as Tom Paine and Bi-adlaugh
than that he found them out in his own
unaided readings of the Scripture), he is
only another illustration of a mediocre
intellect deceived by the shallow plausi-
bilities of men who wish to have the
Bible untrue, and who strain logic
and garble facts, and exaggerate un-
favourable appearances to establish a
desired conclusion. In that case, it is
scarcely candid for " J. M." to adopt the
style of a candid philosopher, retailing
facts as if observed for the first time by
himself, and the impressions they made on
his mind.

I t is evident that " J . M. ' s" prepos-
sessions were in favour of the rejection of
the Bible. His mode of introducing the
difficulty set forth in par. IV. reveals this.
Amongst " numerous discrepancies " that
he professes to have found, he describes
the difficulty in question as " the one that
interested him most." This is not the
language of one who, at one timo an
earnest believer in the Bible, found him-
self compelled to relinquish that belief :
such an one, knowing how incomparably
comforting, how inconceivably precious,
how unspeakably glorious are the things
taught in the Scriptures, and how per-
fectly blank and dark and melancholy is
lire to every individual man apart from
the hope set forth in the Scriptures, could
not have referred to the discovery of
reasons for discarding the blessed hope,
as "interesting." The difficulty that

"interested" J. M. "most," would have
staggered and dismayed the other. He
would have looked at it none the less
critically, and if logically involving the
sad conclusion referred to, he would none
the less frankly have accepted the con-
clusion ; but his after allusions to it would
not have been in the style of a botanist
discovering a rare plant, or a geologist a
new fossil. The difficulty would not
have been the one that " interested him
most," but the one that distressed him
the most.

But no doubt " J . M." uses accurate
language, and the difficulty in question
really " interested " him ; because among
all the " other cases of discrepancy " that
were "so numerous," there was really
nothing but what was susceptible of a
reasonable and satisfactory explanation,
whereas this really seemed to defy solu-
tion, and that gave a sure footing for the
man who wished to kick the Bible down.

"The one," that "interested him most
was that presented by a comparison
of 1 Kings vi. 1 with Acts xiii. 18, 22."
These two passages, at first sight,
certainly do appear to differ by a
hundred years in their statement of the
period that elapsed between the exodus
and the fourth year of Solomon. That
they do not do so in reality, was shown at
length in the Cliristadclpliian for Aug.,
1875, page 373, to which we must refer
the reader instead of repeating what has
been so recently written on the point.
I t is probably to this, or some such
explanation that " J . M . " refers when he
says the passages in question contradict
themselves, when "looked at apart fioni
all theories." Explanations, however,
are not to be dismissed in this way.
There are difficulties in everything:
science, history, optical perceptions—
everything; and these difficulties, in a
correct state of knowledge, have their
explanations. What would be thought
of a man shutting his eyes to those
explanations, merely because the diflicul-
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ties "looked at apart" from these
explanations, favoured some prejudice or
fantasy of his ? A child, walking along
the street with its mother, sees the moon
apparently travelling along the tops of
the houses. It says : " Ma, the moon is
following us." " No, my child." " Yes,
ma; look!" uAh, my child, it only
appears to do so." " How is that, ma ? "
" It is so far away that it appears to
move when we move ; but it does not
move. It is our going past the houses
between us and it that makes it appear
to move."

To the child this is an unintelligible
" theory ; " and if like " J.M.," it would
insist, u 'apart from all theories,' the
moon follows us when we walk along the
street." But if it lived, it would find
the theory true and the appearance
false; so it will be with "J.M.," if he
have the capacity to appreciate an ex-
planation and the candour to desire the
truth.

THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE NEW

TESTAMENT.

(Continued from page 559, vol. xiii.)

IF we wish to find the records of a
corporate body, we should seek for
them in the custody of that corporation
itself; if found there, the records may
speak for themselves as to the authority
which may be attached to them. And
thus it is with regard to the Scriptures ;
the Old Testament was given to the
Jews, and they have transmitted it to us;
the New Testament was given to the
Christian community, and they have
delivered it on even to our days ; and the
early writers of the Church have given
us sufficient attestation that the books
which we have are the same which' they
had from the beginning. Thus do we
receive the Scriptures from what might
formally be considered the proper cus-
tody, even if the early specific evidence
had been less strong.

I was present, about twenty years ago,
at an investigation, in which a corporate
body found it needful to produce the
charter which gave them a certain
extent of jurisdiction. A document was
produced; on examination, it was seen
that it was not the Original charter, but
it was (as it professed to be) a transcript
which had been made 550 years before.
This transcript had been admitted in the
reign of James II. as secondary evidence
of what the contents of the original
charter had been. But when the docu-
ment was read, it showed that the
corporation who brought it forward, had
habitually acted in contravention of
almost all its provisions. They had
enforced dues and tolls in defiance of its
limitations. Its production thus con-
demned them so thoroughly that they
could never again establish their claim to
these tolls. No one, certainly, could,
after this, suspect that the document
—mere transcript as it was—was any-
thing contrived by the corporation; its
genuineness was proved even by the
testimony which it bore against those
who brought it forward.

Thus has it been with regard to the
Old Testament and the Jews, and the
New Testament and the Church. Each
is a witness against the collective body
which has transmitted it. In each case
we have not the original documents, but
only transcripts ; and in each the trans-
mission is confirmed by the contents of
the documents. Just as the production
of the charter, to which I referred,
condemned the corporation which relied
on it, so does the Old Testament condemn
the Jews, and the New Testament the
practical and doctrinal condition for ages,
of the Churches that transmitted it.
They affirm its divine authority ; and the
testimony which it bears against them is
such, that we cannot suppose it possible
that they would assert this on any ground
but those of believing this to be the
truth.
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In bringing forward witnesses to the
authorship and transmission of the New
Testament books, I confine myself to the
earlier centuries : if this period gives us
satisfactory evidence, we need not inquire
further how these books have been trans-
mitted from the fourth century and
onward.

And here let me remark, that many a
document is presented to us without any
array of extensive evidence. An MS. is
found which shows that the book has
some antiquity. The internal character
of the book agrees with the age of the
alleged author, and perhaps the whole
scope shows that it is ancient production.
Thus, an MS. written in the middle ages,
and now preserved in the Bibliotheque
du Koi at Paris, has been published this
year (1851) at Oxford : I know the MS.
well; and when M. Emmanuel Miller, of
Paris, was copying it for thi; press, I
examined with him several of the pas-
sages. Now, the work contained in this
MS. belongs undoubtedly to the early
part of the third century of our era;
critics are not agreed as to the author,
but the events to which allusion is made,
and the heretical doctrines attacked, are
rightly considered to be sufficient evidence
as to when the author lived. And so,
too, many ancient records may be brought
to light which we feel that we can con-
fidently use as historical data. Of what
value, otherwise, would be the Assyrian
records discovered of late at Nineveh ?
The circumstance of the discovery and
transmission are judged to be sufficient
warrant in this case, as well as in that of
the Arundelian Marbles, and in other
instances.

The transmission of the New Testament
books to our times, has been accompanied
by circumstances of a far more confirming
character. Ancient books have come
down to us through MSS., either in the
language in which they were originally
written, or in translations, or in both.
The latter case is true of the New

Testament. There now exists MSS. in
the original Greek of the New Testament
books of every age, from the fourth
century inclusive, to the time when they
were printed. This is the fullest guarantee
to us that these are the identical books to
which the chain of witnesses that I
adduced, bears testimony. The MSS.
also are of importance in the evidence
that they bear in favour of those books
which Eusebius describes as doubted by
some,—for we find no MS. containing a
collection of Epistles in which those are
rejected which some then controverted.
But besides MSS. we have versions;—
of these, some, snch as the Syriac and old
Latin, were made (as is almost certain)
in the second century, while in or before
the fourth century, there were formed
Egyptian versions in the two dialects of
upper and lower Egypt, as well as a
Gothic translation, and a new one into
Latin. Others, such as the .ZEthiopic and
Armenian, were made in a period imme-
diately subsequent. Of the Gothic version
we possess but a part; and of the rest
all, except the old Syriac, are witnesses
for all our New Testament books.

There is not such a mass of trans*
missional evidence in favour of any
classical work. The existing MSS. of
Herodotus and Thucidides are modern
enough when compared with some of
those of the New Testament. Thus
every country, into the language of which
the New Testament books were translated
in early times, is a witness to us of their
transmission.

CLAIMS OF ROME.

But the Church of Rome tells us,
" You received the New Testament
through our church ; it is only through
us that you know its genuineness ; you
admit our evidence as to what is a divine
authority, and, therefore, you must own
that we have the right to declare to you
what God teaches us in Scripture."


