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¢ He (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are allof one (Father):
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.”—(Heb. ii. 11.)

“ For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THE

80N8 OF Gob.”—(Rom. viii. 19.)

No. 139.

JANUARY, 1876.

Vol. XIII.

THE SPIRIT OF GOD AND THE BAPTISM THEREOT.

By Dr. THoMAS.

(Continued from page 537, vol. xii.)

“ 8PIRITS,” then, is a word apostolic-
ally used to designate the gifts of the
Spirit of God; and those who under-
took to teach by the Spirit. Of the
former, there were * diversities;”” and
of the latter, two classes. The
diversities in the aggregate made up
the baptism of Holy Spirit, which was
given for administrations and opera-
tions. These exhibitions of power
were styled collectively, “The mani-
festation of the Spirit.” The powers
were not given to any one for his own
private benefit, but for the general
use and benefit of the body of Christ;
as it is written, “to every one is given
the manifestation of the Spirit for the
collective good "—mpos 10 ovp epov.
This is an important feature in the
case. People who pretend to be the
subject of Spirit-baptism can adduce

nothing else but their feelings, which
all terminate in themselves. No one is
profited by anything they pretend to
have received. Not a single scriptural
idea do they possess more than before
their pretended baptism, nor have
they a single power they had not
before. They are as ignorant and
perverse as ever, and as hostile to the
truth, when laid before them, as
Pagans. Not so with the apostolic
believer. When he was Dbaptized
with Holy Spirit, he acquired wisdom
and knowledge which was advan-
tageous te all who lacked them; he
had the gift of faith by which he
could remove mountains, if the good
of the body collectively required it;
he could heal the sick; inwork powers;
speak to the brethren to edification,
exhortation, and comfort, no mean
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accomplishment in an apostolic com-
munity. He could discern spirits,
and so protect and warn the unlearned
against the imposition of the false
apostles that would certainly arise.
He could speak the languages of the
nations without previous study, and
in them make known the wonderful
works of the Deity: all these things
the spiritually baptised could do for
the benefit of these who were not so
baptised, and of the Jews and heathen
round about. Such a baptism as this
nowhere exists upon earth in these
times, yet every congregation of
believers couid glory in such an in-
dwelling of the Deity among them by
His Spirit in the days of Paul.—
(Eph. ii. 22.) The want of this
baptism is practically acknowledged
by all “the names and deneminations’
of Babylon, in the establishment and
endowment of theological factories
for the preparation of juvenile pietists
“for the work of the ministry,” which
in their hands consists in manu-
facturing zig-zag manuscripts for the
gallery critics—the grinding up of
stale divinity into a new form—the
reading or repeating from memory
what pleases tlie money-power that
sustains them, figuratively styled
“preaching;”’ in uttering vain re-
petitions as the mouth of their flocks,
who think heaven hears them for
their much speaking, mnoisy and
intoned; in giving out hymns; in
administering ordinances subversive
of the institutions of Christ; in
platform exhibitions of cheap and
sounding pietisms; holding spiritual
sinecures at fat salaries; in leading the
blind into the ditch; in ministeringlying
consolations to the dying on death beds
and gallows; in exhorting, as military
chaplains and so forth, disciples of the
same creeds, names, and denominations
to destroy one another with deadliest
engines of slaughter; in burying the
dead, marrying the living, and rhant-
izing babes, with impious formulas for
a fee. They become ‘merchants in
those things, and are made rich by
them "—traders in “bodies and souls
of men.”—(Rev. xviii. 11-15.)  Such
is the work of the ministry for which

they are prepared, not by baptism of
Holy Spirit as in the days of old, but
by storing their bewildered brains
with heathen lumber from the classics
and “bedies of divinity,” authorised
by Rome, Oxford, Geneva, and all
other divinity mills whose grinding is
of like brand to these. The Spirit
having spewed them out of his mouth
(Rev. iii. 16) some fifteen centuries
ago, because they were wretched, and
migerable, and poor, and blind, and
naked, and would not repent, they
have had no baptism of Spirit since.
The Spirit has had nothing to do with
them but to “ fight against them with
the sword of His mouth,” which, in
the absence of Jesus, is “the word”
from the mouths and pens of “faithful
men who are able to teach others.”
Finding themselves thus forsaken and
repudiated, they have had recourse to
what they call a “ theological educa-
tion" as a substitute.

But this factory system as a practical
substitute for Spirit-baptism had no
existence in the days of the apostles,
and that it is utterly superfluous and
unnecessary now, is proved by its
failing to qualify men scripturally
“for the work of the ministry” in the
apostolic sense of the phrase, and in
the fact that the most efficient
teachers ‘“of the truth as in Jesus”
are, and have ever been, those who
have never been milled in the
factories of the Gentiles. In the days
of the apostles, the belief and
obedience of the truth, simply, con-
stituted believers * saints,” but did
not perfect them for ‘“the edifying
of the body of Christ.” The saints in
general “occupied the room of the
private” «buvror (1 Cor. xiv. 16)
until certain of them came to occupy
the room of the public men by the
gift of the Holy Spirit. This division
of class resulted from baptism of
spirit, which all were not permitted to
receive. The case of Simon Magus
proves this. We are told that
“ through the laying on of the apostles’
hands the Holy Spirit was given,” and
that Simon, who had been baptised in
water, saw this, but not having
received the gift himself, he offered
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to purchase it of Peter and John.
They, however, not being clergymen
nor bishops of the apostacy, refused
to sell the baptismal gifts for money,
and consequently he mnever obtained
them, the moral pre-requisites being
deficient.

The case of the Samaritan brethren
clearly shows the pre-requisites to a
baptism of spirit in all cases save that
of the apostles and the house of
Cornelius. Before receiving the
Spirit it was necessary for the candi-
date

1. To believe the things of the
kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ.—(Acts viii. 12.)

2. To be buried with Christ by
baptism into death (Ibid.); and

3. That the apostles, or some in-
worker of powers like them, pray for
the believer that he may receive it,
and lay their hands on them.—(Verse
i5é 17; 1 Tim. iv. 14; v. 22; 2 Tim.

-6.)

On the day of Pentecost the gift of
Holy Spirit was promised to those
who were added to the name of Jesus
Christ by baptism. As they were
about t7 return to remote places,
where they would carry the gospel to
Israel there, it is probable all the
visitors to Jerusalem so returning
would receive it, that through them
Godmight confirm the Word when they
preached it. But though promised
to all such, the cases of the seven
chosen to serve tables (Acts vi. 6) of
the Samaritans, of Saul (Acts ix. 17),
and of the twelve at Ephesus (Acts
xix. 6), show that the divine appoint-
ment for imparting the Spirit was
prayer and the imposition of the
hands of the apostles, or of a presby-
tery of inspired men, or of an inspired
individual believer, as Timothy.
These elements of the appointment
do not now exist among men. We
have no apostles but false ones; and
all the presbyteries, or elderships, are
uninspired, and there is no individual
on earth the imposition of whose
hands is of any value in the premisses.
A man must be a saint and must have
the gifts with himnself before he can
impart them; and then even if he had

gifts, if among them he was deficient
of the “inworking of powers,” he could
not transmit what he possessed to
others. Philip could expel unclean
spirits and heal the palsied and the
lame, but he could not impart spirit-
gifts to the baptised. T1he apostles
had to be sent for to accomplish this.

Baptism of spirit; then, was only
partially bestowed even upon the
saints in the apostolic age. It was an
outpouring of divine power upon
certain of the saints having natural
and moral qualifications fitting them
for the administrative use of it. They
were not only to be “faithful men,”
but “apt to teach,” “able to teach
others,” “ Lolding firmly according to
the teaching of the faithful Word,
that by sound instruction they might
be able both to exhort and to convince
opponents,” and good rulers of their
own houses.—(1 Tim. iii. 2, 4; 2 Ep.
ii; Tit. i. 9.) Having these and
certain other qualifications, they were
considered eligible for baptism of
Spirit by prayer and imposition of
hands. They must be saints first,
for no apostle nor presbytery, nor in-
worker of powers, would lay hands
upon sinners to impart divine power
to them “for the work of the ministry.”
When the Laodicean apostasy, which
now fills all ‘ Christendom,” as the
heathen call their Babylonish system,
came to be established, sinners laid
hands uwpon sinners, as at this day,
but notwithstanding all their prayers
for the gifts and graces of the Spirit,
no other spirit comes into manifesta-
tion but “the spirit of error” which
strongly works in all “ the children of
disobedience’—the spirit of their own
nature, “sin’s flesh,” in  which
“dwells no good thing,” and which is,
therefore, the devil-nature. It is
with the spirit of thisnature the false
prophets of the apostasy are imbued.
It is the devil-spirit kindled into
ecclesiastical manifestation by the
spiritual system of the world's own.
Episcopal sinners of the Harlot
“by law established” in England,”
blasphemously styled ¢ Right reverend
fathers in (Rod,” or bishops, undertake
to impart Holy Spirit to Oxford and
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other theologically-bred juveniles by
prayer and the imposition of their
ungodly hands. That they are sinners
and not saints is evident from the
printed and stereotyped confessions
they have read for centuries, called by
themselves Comimon Prayer. Common
enough it is, and as impious and
valueless as it is common. In this
very common prayer they remind the
Lord e¢very Sunday that they are
miserable sinners. He knows that
well, and that they have been such
for ages, and are no better now; no
nearer being saints than they were
when they rallied round the royal
adulterer and murderer, Henry VIIL.,
when he rebelled against the Pope,
because this arch-knave favoured the
family interests of his Spanish wife
rather than her husband’s. These
“miserable sinners,” decorated with
pompous titles as incense to the pride
of life, undertake, we say,to impart
God’s Holy Spirit to O=xonian
Bachelors and Masters of Arts ac-
cording to the following printed
formula: “Receive thou the Holy
Ghost by the imposition of iny hands
for the work of a priest in the house
of God: whosesoever sins you remit
they are remitted, and whosesoever
sins you retain they are retained; in
the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.”

Noj; saints, and saints only, whose
hearts have been prepared by faith
are eligible to the baptism of Spirit.
Christ ascended to the right hand of
power that he might receive the gifts
for his own brethren to whomn alone
he promised theni. Paul, addressing
the saints thus spiritually endowed,
says, concerning the gifts, “unto
every one of us is given the grace
according to the measure of the gift
of Christ.” The grace which John
says came by Jesus Christ. “The law
was given through Moses, the grace
and the truth came through Jesus
Christ.” In Paul’s quotation from the
sixty-eighth Psalm, he shows that by
“grace” he has reference to the gifts
of the Spirit; for in the next sentence
to that above quoted, he says, ¢ where-
fore he saith, ascending into heaven

he led captive captivity, and Destowed
gifts upon men.” He then indicates
the “grace” or gifts bestowed by
designating the saints who had
received them by the official names
they then bore. He styles these
saints apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors and teachers; and referring
to these well-known spiritual, or
spiritually-endowed official brethren,
found in all the assemblies of the
saints, he says that the ascended and
glorified Jesus “gave indeed the
apostles, and the prophets, and the
evangelists, and the pastors and
the teachers:” that is, he gave to these
who where first saints the gifts he had
received from the Father on his
ascension to glory, called in Acts i. 4,
“the promise of the Father,” which
he had said he would send the apostles
while they waited for it in Jerusalem
(ver. 5; Jno. xvi. 7); he gave these
gifts, I say, to qualify them for
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors
and teachers.

Now, were all apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers?
Did all the saints sustain these offices
in the body of Christ? No person
intelligent in the Word will affirm
that they did. It is then certain that
all the saints were not baptised with
Holy Spirit, for Paul teaches that the
grace was given “for the perfecting
of the saints for a work of service for
a building of the body of the Christ.”
The saints thus qualified were the
builders Paul refers to in 1 Cor. iii. 10.
In this place he styles himself “a wise
architect,” who had laid the founda-
tion for an edifice upon which others
were building: to whom he saith,  let
every one take heed how he buildeth
thereon.” The saintsin the aggregate
were the building—the temple built
for the Deity to dwell in through or
by Spirit. The spirituals among the
saints. were the builders of this holy
temple; nevertheless the temple was
“a building of God,” “a house not
made with hands,” because all the
power of these spirituals for the work
of building was from the Deity, and
consisted In the truth they taught,
which was from God, and which He
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confirmed through the gifts He had
bestowed upon them, so that they
“were labourers together with God.”

We may remark here, by the way,
that the holy temple these co-labourers
with the Deity were engaged in
building in the apostolic age, has its
holy and its most holy, after the
pattern of the tabernacle in the
wilderness, which was * a house made
with hands.” The building of “the
holy * resulted in the body of Christ
as manifested in Paul's day. This
was “ the heavenly, constituted of the
holy ones, or saints, collectively. But
“ the most holy ” is not yet manifested,
nor will it be until the apocalypse ot
Jesus Christ in his glory. This most
holy is *“a house not made with
hands, aionion in the leavens.”
Adonion, awwviov, that is, belonging to
the course to which the things which
are not seen pertain. When this
house is built (and the builder of all
things is God), 1t will be constituted
of those saints only who in the
“present evil world” walk in the
truth. Those saints, who since they
became saints, “ walk after the flesh,”
will be purged out of the tlock, and
never be reckoned among ‘the most
holy.” Concerning these the apostle
says, “if ye walk after the flesh ye
shall die.” This is the death they
shall be subject to after their resurrec-
tion. They shall die out from among
the most holy, and be swallowed up
of mortality, being found naked.
These are ‘“the wood, hay and
stubble’” which builders even in Paul's
day built upon the foundation he had
laid. The saints who shall constitute
the most holy are “the gold, and
silver, and the precious stones "’ of Zion,
who, when the kingdom comes to her,
shall be her foundations, windows and
borders.—(Isa. liv. 11-13; Miec. iv. 8.)
The present house not made with
hands is a mingled people, in which
the faithful ¢ groan, being burdened;
not for that they would be unclothed,”
or reduced to dust and ashes, * but
clothed upon, that mortality might be
swallowed up of life.”

But “the day shall declare it.”
The day when the manifestation of

the work of the builders shall be
made. “The spirits of the prophets
were subject to the prophets.”—(1
Cor. xiv. 32.) That is, the gifts
called “spirits” could be used or
abused by those on whom they were
bestowed. If they were abused, or
misused, in disorder and the con-
firmation of error, the IHoly Spirit
would be grieved. Therefore, because
of this property, Paul exhorted the
spirituals, saying, ¢ grieve mnot the
Holy Spirit of the Deity by which
ye are sealed for a day of redemption.”
—(Eph. iv. 30.) Butsomedid greatly
grieve it, and went out from the
apostolic community, and became
“false prophets,” or spirits. These
became builders of wood, hay and
stubble upon the foundation, while
other builders, whose teaching was
scriptural, sometimes unwittingly
placed on the foundation “false
brethren,” who crept in at unawares.
All this building work is unprofitable
for the Master's use, who, when the
day of declaration shall arrive, will be
“ag a refiner’s fire and like fuller’s
soap:” for the prophet saith, “He
shall sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and who may abide the day of
his coming? And who shall stand
when he appeareth? This day, now
near at hand, will declare the work of
all, because it shall be revealed by
fire, and the fire shall try every one’s
work of what sort it is. If any one's
work abide which he hath built there-
upon, he shall receive a reward. If
any one's work shall be burned, he
shall suffer logs; but he himself shall
be saved, yet so as by fire.”” Builders
and the built will all be subjected to
the fiery ordeal of the divine scrutiny,
and those only who can stand the
searching examination will be saved.
If a spiritual, or teacher endowed with
the gifts, have built & thousand upon
the foundation, and seven hundred
and fifty of them turn out to be mere
wood, hay and stubble, he will only
receive a reward for the two hundred
and fifty jewels fit for the Master's
use in the most boly * in the heavens”
of the millennial age. This loss of
Lis work, however, will not affect his
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salvation, if he be found to have held
fast the name and not to have denied
the faith of Jesus; holding on to the
truth, and walking in it, in the love
of it, “He shall be saved, yet so as
by fire.”

“The grace” designed for the
saints, purposed to come through
Jesus Christ, was not intended to be
revealed all at one time. The grace,
or gift of Holy Spirit, was to be
rained upon the saints at two different
periods. The Spirit in Joel shows
this. “Be glad,” saith He, “ye
children of Zion,andrejoice in Yahweh
your Elohim, for He hath given you
the former rain moderately, and He
will cause to come down for you the
rain, the former rain, and the latter
rain the first month.” The original
of this text is quite remarkable. The
Hebrew reads, “ For he hath given to
you the Teacher of Righteousness,
and he shall cause to descend for you
a rain; a teacher and a latter rain in
the first month.” — (Chap. ii. 23.)
This Teacher hath been given in the
person of Jesus, and the Father who
gave him caused to descend upon the
children of Zion, the saints, “a rain,”
when on Pentecost He poured out His
Spirit upon the apostles and their
brethren. This, as the substitute for
Jesus, guided them into all the truth
and showed them things to come,
Christ is “the Lord the Spirit,”
“g quickening Spirit;” and from
bhim Holy Spirit-rain came in the
third mouth, or fifty days after the
passover and crucifixion.  But there is
to be “a teacher and a latter rain in
the first month.”” That is in the
month Nisan, or when the passover
shall be fulfilled in the kingdom of
God—(Ezek. xlv. 21; Luke xxii. 15-18.)
The result of the appearing of this
teacher in the time of the latter rain
will be that the sons of Zion will “eat
in plenty and be satisfied, and praise
the name of Yahweh, and hear Elohim
that hath dealt wondrously with them;
and His people shall never be ashamed.
And they shall know that I am in the
midst of Israel; and that I—the Spirit
made flesh and glorified, and se both
Lord and Christ, personal and mystical

—am Yahweh your Elohim, and none
else; and my people shall never be
ashamed.” But the people of Yahweh,
political and spiritual, are now put to
shame. Tsrael after the flesh is a bye-
word and a proverb; and so is Israel
after the spirit, or the saints, who have
been, are, and will be prevailed against
by the enemy until the Ancient of
Days shall be revealed in power and
great glory. Joel's prediction, then,
hasnot yet been fulfilled, and the latter
rain of the spirit in the first month is
yet in the future.

Now, when it shall have come to
pass that Israel and the saints are no
more put to shame by their enemies,
“the latter rain in the tirst month ”
will descend. For immediately after
predicting that His people shall never
be put to shame, the Spirit in Joel
saith, “and it shall come to pass
afterward I will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh.” Peter referred to this
prophecy of the baptism of Spirit, and
said of the outpouring on Pentecost,
“this is that which was spoken by the
prophet Joel.” It was “ the earnest of
the Spirit,” not the full measure of it;
“the earnest of the inheritance,” not
the inheritance itself. Thus Paul
saith to the spirituals, “He that hath
anointed us (or christened us with
spirit) is the Deity, who hath also
sealed us and given the earnest of the
Spirit in our hearts’ (2 Cor. i. 21): and
again, “in Christ also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that
Holy Spirtt of promise, which is the
earnest of our inheritance for a re-
demption of the purchased possession
unto the praise of His glory.”—(Eph.
i. 13.) The remarks of Peter by no
means limited Joel’s prophecy to the
third month of the year of the ascen-
sion of Jesus. Peter referred more
epecially to the Teacher or the Com-
forter, not to “the latter rain in the
first month.” Joel’s prophecy covers
the whole ground in saying, “he will
cause to come down for you a rain;”
not a continuing rain for eighteen
hundred or more years from the descent
on Pentecost to the sccond advent of
Christ; but a copious shower in the
Apostolic age, tollowed by a long, dry
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time, in which everything is parched
up; and then, when this drought shall
end, “the latter rain in the first
month.”

The spirit-rain of the Pentecostian
era was bestowed upon certain of the
saints to qualify them officially, that
they might exercise the gifts for the
public benefit—* for the building up
of the body of the Christ.” Paul tells
us how long this arrangement was to
continue. * Till,” says he, * we shall
come into the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God—
into a perfect man; into a measure of
the stature of the fulness of the Christ.”
This limits the gifts to the above
apostolic saints; that is to those con-

temporary with the apostles, but who
may have nevertheless outlived them
many years. He testifies to this effect
very plainly in 1 Cor. xiii. 8, where he
speaks of the cessation of the baptismal
gifts of prophesying, of tongues, and
of the word of knowledge; * prophe-
cies,” says he, “shall be brought to an
end; tongues shall be caused to cease;
knowledge shall pass away.” This
was finally accomplished when the
Spirit spewed the Laodicean community
out of His mouth. The Spirit-baptism
was withheld because its gifts were
abused, as every other good has been
that has been committed to the guard-
ianship of flesh and blood.
(To be continued.)

THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE TREASURES OF THE SPIRIT.

By F. R. SHUTTLEWORTH.

[ The statement in November that Saul
reigned 40 years was an error.]

RerErReENCGE TaBLET No. 113.

TYPE AND ANTITYPE.

Christ is the true life-giving bread sent
down from heaven, and the antitype of the
hidden manna laid up in the ark of the
testimony.—{John vi.; Col. iii. 3; Rev. ii.
17.)

Christ is the true propitiatory and
antitypical mercy seat for our offences.—
(1 Jobm ii. 2.)

Christ is the antitypical sheaf of first-
fruits (1 Cor. xv. 20), and afterwards, * in
their own order,” his brethren, at his
coming.—(1 Cor. xv. 23; Rev. xiv. 4.)

Christ is the antitype of the veil of the
temple which is his flesh.—(Heb. x.
20.)

Christ is the true circumeision, (which is
of the heart and without hands), of which
his brethren are partakers in the putting
off the body of the sins of the flesh.—
(Col. ii. 11; Phil. iii. 3.)

Christ is the trne Melchizedek, being
both King of Righteousness and King of
Peace, and also Pricst of the Most High
God, having neither priestly pedigree nor
change of priesthood.—(Heb, vii. 1-3.)

Christ as the tabernacle of the in-
dwelling Deity and Father, was the
anti-Mosaic temple.—(John ii. 19-22.)

Christ was the trne Paschal ‘Lambfor
the taking away of sin, slain in shadowy

prefigurement from the foundation of the
world. — (1 Cor, v. 7; John i. 29.)

As the child of promise and Spirit-
begettal, Christ was the antitype of
Isaac.

As eaten up with the zeal of Jehovah’s
house, and as a shepherd feeding Israel
his flock. and as & *“man of war,’
subjugating their enemies, Christ is the
true “beloved ”’ atier God's own heart,
David second and David’s Lord.

Christ as the man of rest and peace,
who is to build the temple of Jehovah, is
the antitype of Solomon.

As the antitype is greater than the
type, so we have mention made of the
“ greater and more perfect tabernacle.”
the “ greater than Solomon,” the “true
bread,” the ¢ figures of the true,” the
“ trune tabernacle,” the *“ more excellent
ministry,” a ¢ better covenant.”” “better
promises,” a ¢ better hope,” the * glory
that excelleth,” the ‘ better thing.”—
(Heb. xi. 40-7, 19; viil. 6; ix, 24; 2 Cor.
fii. 11.)

Christ is the ‘¢ spiritual meat,” the
“gpiritnal drink,” and the *spiritual
rock: ” of which the “corn of heaven’
and the Horeb waters were the type.—
(1 Cor. x. 8,4,

Adam was the “figure (Greek tupos,
type) of him that was to come’ (Christ)
in that he was “Son of God," the
beginning of a race, and crowned with
glory, honour, and dominion over all the
works of dJehovali’s hands. —(Psalm viii.
6-8; Rom. v. 14.)
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The * eight sonls saved by water” was
a like figure (Greek, antitupon, antitype)
to baptism, which doth now also save us.—
(1 Pet. iii. 21.)

Timothy was a type of the speech,
conduct, love, spirit, faith and purity, to
which believers are required to conform.
This is a good type to study, as it is
calculated to enlarge the heart as well as
expand the mind.—(1 Tim. iv. 12.)

The lusting, murmuring, and God-
tempting by the ckildren of Israel, and the
evil that befel them as a punishment for
their idolatry and unbelief, is a type of the
temptations and judgment to which the
believers stand related: the first for the
trial of their faith, and the second for the
destruction of the disobedient.—(1 Cor.

x. 5-12.)
Titus was a pattern or type of the
uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, and

sound speech which becomes all those who
are the called by the gospel to God's
kingdom and glory.—(Tit. ii. 6-8.)

For the counterpart of the * garments
of glory and beauty > worn by Aaron, we
have the “beauty for ashes’’ (uncorrup-
tibility) of Isaiah, the priests “clothed
with salvation” of David, and the
“ fashioned like to his glorious body” of
Paul, as the habiliments of splendour in
which the Christ-body will rfficiate as
¢ priests unto God ”’ in the age to come.~—
(Rev, v. 10.)

As the correspondent o the “ark of the
testimony,”” we have Jesus, in whom is
magnified the law of Jehovah, and in
whom it is Yea and Amen; and in whom
“our life is hid,”” and in whom began the
first buddings of abiding spring and ever-
green immortality.

The non-muzzling of the ox which trod
out the corn, and the partaking of the things
of the temple by those who ministered
thereat under the law, had a teaching
beyond itself, to the effect that he who
plougheth should plough in hope, and he
that thrasheth in hope should be a parta-
ker of his hope; or, in other words, that
they which preach the gospel should live
of the gospel.— (1 Cor. ix. 7-14.)

Those whom God filled with the Spirit
of wisdom, understanding and knowledge,
to devise cunning works in gold and silver,
and brass, and precious stones, and tim-
ber, and all the furniture of the tabernacle,
have their counterpart in those whom God
endowed with the Spirit in the first
century for the upbuilding and beautifying
of the true tabernacle.—(Ex. xxxi. 1-11;
1 Cor. xii.)

The correspondent to the anointings
with oil is the anvinting with the truth
and the Spirit, by which those who believe
are Christed and sanctified, and made one
with the Son and the Father.—(1 John ii.
27.)

The analogy to the baptism of the
children of Israel into Moses in the cloud
and in the sea, is suggested by the
baptism of water and spirit which the
believers received in the days of the
apostles, or the being born out of water
and out of the Spirit, by which the true
Israel are first inducted into Christ, and
afterwards perfected in him at the resur-
rection.

Christ was the antitype of the Mosaic
altar of sacrifice.—(Heb. xiii. 10.)

The burning of the bodies ot the beasts
outside the camp was counterparted in
Christ’s * suffering without the gate,””
and again in the fellowship of his
reproach by his Jewish disciples, who for
the truth’s sake. hccame, as it were,
outlawed from the community.—(Heb.
xiii, 11-13.)

ReFErRENCE TaBrLET No. 114.

SPRAY FROM THE WATER
OF LIFE.

Jehovah is styled the * Living God,” in
contrast to the idols of the heathen,
which have mouths but speak not; eyes,
but see not; ears, but hear not; and
neither have they any breath in their
nostrils, —(Psalm cxxxv. 15-18.)

Man is called a *living soul,” in con-
trast to what Moses elsewhere calls a
“ dead soul.” 7 ¢. a dead body.

God is spoken of as * the King eternal,
immortal and invisible,” in contrast to
- mortal man,” whose life is a * vapour,”
and whose “ foundation is the dust.”’

The Deity is spoken of as the * uncor-
ruptible God,” in contrast to “corruptible
man.”—(Rom. i. 23.)

A little error spoken or written un-
wittingly for once, is not mearly so
dangerous and mischievous as a great
truth continually and unvemittingly served
up in undue proportion to the rest of the
works of God.

The coming of the Lord bears the
same destructive relation to the Gentile
world as the coming of Titus against
Jerusalem did to the Mosaic Kosmos

God’s judgments often overtake men mm
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this life; if they despise or abuse His
goodness, or trifle with precious privileges,
or turn goatish in their attitude towards
any of His chosen, they need not be
surprised if He turn their blessings into
curses.’’

No community of men on earth have
a greater or more important work in hand
than the saints; they may only neglect it
at their peril.

Those who serve the Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity and truth cannot be moved
away from the hope of the gospel; while
such as serve themselves and their own
interests are easily torn up by the roots.

Those will be strong when the wind
blows who have attended daily to the
process of “grounding and settling;”
while those who have attended only to
the claims of business, will stand the best
chance of being blown off the ground.

Those who are after the flesh, cannot
read those who are after the Spirit if they
try ever so; but such as walk in the
Spirit have large insight into the springs of
action which create the phenomena which
characterizes a mere professor of the
truth.

A8 a tree is known by its fruit; and as
men do not gather grapes of thorns nor
figs of thistles so in the truth, you need
not look for the fruits of the Spirit on a
thorn bush.

The fruits of the spirit are such things
as are prompted directly by the truth, and
purely in its interests; the growing of
such fruit requires the application of a
very ditigent and competent husbandry.

From amongst the professors of the
truth the Lord will search out such as,
like David, have had an affection for the
house of God, or who, like himself, have
had a zeal for the truth equal to being
eaten up of it. None who are otherwise-
minded need seriously hope for recog-
nition.

Thete are divine angels (Acts vii. 30)
and human angels (Rev. ii. 1), as there
are also gods mortal (Psalm lxxxii. 6, 7)
and gods immortal (Psalm xevii. 7}; so
there are terrestrial bodies and cele-tial
bodies; and, as well, there is man flesh,
and beast flesh, and fish flesh, and bird
flesh: all what they are by the will of the
Creator, in whom they all equally live and
move and have their being.—(1 Cor. xv.
39.)

They shall have no stumbling-block
that love Jehosah’s law. — (Ps, ¢xix 165.)

They only shall prosper finally who love
Jerusulem.—(Psalm cxxii. 6.)

RererENCE TasLeT No. 115,

DEATH.

Death is the legacy which Adam left in
the world as the inheritance of all his
posterity.

Death came by sin and after sin; and
both came by one man as the penalty of
disobedience.— (Rom. v. 12, 13.)

Death is an enemy: the very last foe
that is to be destroyed from off the face of
the earth. Its dominion is the whole
world; irs king is sin; its appointment is
divine; its duration is contemporary with
flesh and blood; its successful rival is
Christ, the Prince of Life, who holds the
keys of all its dismal chambers, and who
himself escaped its grim grasp, as the
pledge of final victory to all wh tread in
his steps.—(1 Cor. xv, 26.)

Death returns men to the earth as they
were before they had any being, and the
spirit or breath in their nostrils to Him
“in whose hand is the breath of all
mankind.” When thus resolved, they are
*“ as though they had not been,”” and, apart
from resurrection, indeed, they will never
be any more —( Eccles. xii. 7.)

To those who by the belief and
obedience of the gospel have made to
themselves a friend in Christ, death is but
the nnconscious interval which divides
them from His presence—(1 Thess. iv.
18-18.)

The symbol of sin and death is the
subtle lying serpent which was contem-
porary with our first parents’ habitation
of Eden. Christ has, as it were, taken
the sting out of it so that it cannot do
permanent harm to those who are his; it
can only, as it were, bruise them in the
heel, or trip them up for a temporary
period, whereas itself is destined to be
bruised in the head and finally destroyed. —
(Heb. ii. 14.)

The portals of death once entered and
the doors barred, there is no way out until
Christ comes with the keys.— (Rev. i. 18.)

The ¢ good warfare’’ behind and the
“blessed hope'’ before, are the only real
and solid eomfort in the hour of dissolu-
tion.—(1 Thess. iv. 18)

Death and resurrection are mutually
explanatory the one of the other; the one
represents going into the grave, the other,
coming out of it. Both are equally
divine institutions, and related to and
governed by the statutes reveaied 1 the
Seriptares. — (1 Cor. xv, 21.)

To live is to stand; to die, is to fall or
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fail; to be resurrected is to stand again;
while the condition intervening between
the one and the other, is a state as
utterly unconscious as that which pre-
ceded man’s first creation from the
ground.—(Eecles. ix 5.)

Men need to prepare for the coming of
the Lord rather than death, because the
first event may happen first; and if not so,
death decides nothing, and introduces us
to nothing, but rather turns us into
pothing until the Lord come to judge his
house.

The conditions upon which renewed
permanent existence is predicated are a
faithfulness to Christ and the brotherhood,
which only stops short with death or the
coming of the Lord.—(liev. ii. 10.)

Rererence TasrLeT No. 116.

SELECTIONS.

“Blot out of thy book.”—(Ex. xxxii.
32, 33.) The families of each tribe were
written in the public registers, This was
the book of life, and when anyone died,
his name was considered as blotted our,—
(Rev. xx. 12, 15; xxi. 27; xxii. 19.)

Coat “ without seam.” —(John xix. 23.)
Josephus says of the garment or coat of
the high priest, “ that this vesture was not
composed of two pieces. nor was it sewed
together u.on the shoulder and the sides,
but it was one long vestment, so woven as
to have an aperture for the neck. It was
also parted where the hands were to come
out.’” It seems that the Lord Jesus had
also a coat made in a similar manner.—
(Ex. xxxix. 22.)

Redeemed ¢ not with silver and gold.”—
(1 Pet. i. 18.) The allusion is to the
redemption of the people of Israel, and of
the first-born by shekels.—(Ex. xxx. 12,
18; Num. iii. 46 48.)

Thrones. — “ Ye also shall sit npon
twelve thrones.’—(Matt. xix, 28,) The
ancient heads of the tribes sat near the
throne, and assisted the king in his
Jjudgments.

‘““Commit thy way.”—(Psalm xxxvii.
5.) Literally, “roll thy way” unpon the
Lord. The camel lies down till his load is
rolied upon him.

¢ Quter darkness.’” Nuptial banquets
were usually made in the night, and
celebrated with many torches and various
lights: hence the expression for those who
were excluded being in *“outer dark-
ness "—(Matt. viil. 12.)

“ Many mansions,”—(John xiv.2.) An
allusion to the numerous apartments in
royal palaces.

“ Lights burning.” It was the common
cnstom of servants to sit up to wait their
master’s return when absent at night.—
{Luke xil. 35.)

“Joy upon their heads.” —(Isaiah xxxv,
10) It was the custom among the
ancients to wear a wreath or chaplet of
flowers in times of festivity and in
trinmphal processions.

“ Draw back.,”—(Heb. x. 3%) The
original is very expressive: *to sneak or
slink away.”

RerEreENcE TasrLET No. 117.

TESTIMONIALS

To the veracity and faithfulness of God
and the excellence of His Word.

“I love Thy commandments above gold,
yea, above fine gold: therefore, I esteem
all Thy precepts concerning all things to be
right.”—(DAvib.)

“ The ways of the Lord are right, and
the just shall walk in them; but the
transgressors shall fall therein.”’—(HosgA.)

“The Lord wili be the hope of His
people, and the strength of the children of
Israel.” —(JoEL.)

The Lord is the true God; He is the
living God, and an everlasting king; at His
wrath the earth shall tremble, and the
nations shall not be able to abide His
indignation.—(JEREMIAH. )

To the Lord our God belong mercies
and £ rgiveness.—(DANIEL.)

Now, therefore, I pray Thee, if I kave
found grace in Thy sight, shew me now
Thy way that I may know Thee. that I may
find grace in Thy sight; and consider that
this nation is Thy people.—(MosEs.)

Let all Thine enemies perish, O Lord;
but let them that love Thee be as the sun
when he goeth forth in his might.—
(DEBORAH.)

“ The Lord God is my strength, and He
will make my feet like hind’s feet, and He
will make me to walk upon mine high
places.” —(HABAKKUK.)

“ When my soul fainted within me, I
remembered the Lord, and my prayer
came in unto Thee, into Thine holy
temple, They who observe lying vanities
forsake their own mercy. But I will
sacrifice unto Thee with the voite of
thanksgiving, Saivation is of the Lord.”—
(Jonan.)
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“ The Lord is my portion, saith my
soul. therefore, I will hope in Him. The
Lord is good unto them that wait for
Him, to the soul that seeketh Him. It is
wzood that a man should both hope and
quietly wait for the salvation of the
Lord.”—(JEREMIAH.)

«“T know that my Redeemer liveth, and
that he shall stand at the Jaiter day upon
the earth; and though after my skin,
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh
shall T see God.”” ~ (JoB.)

¢ Believe in the Lord your God, so shall
ye be established; believe His prophets, so
shall ye prosper.”—(JEHOSHAPHAT,)

« I know whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that
which I have committed wunto Him
against that day.”—(PavuL.)

All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of
man as the flower of grass. The grass
withereth and the flower thereof falleth
away, but the word of the Lord endureth
for ever.,”—(PETER.)

“This is the message which we have
heard of Him, ard declare unto you, that
God is light, and in Him is no darkness at
all.”’—(JoHN.)

“ The Lord giveth wisdom; ount of His
mouth cometh knowledge and under-
standing. He layeth up sound wisdom for

the righteous; He is a buckler to them
who walk uprightly. He keepeth the
path of judgments and preserveth the
way of His saints.”’—(SoLomoN.)

¢ T will look unto the Lord; I will wait
for the God of my salvation. My God
will hear me.” — (Micamn.)

“Thou art the Lord God, who didst
choose Abram, and broughtest him forth
out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest him
the name of Abraham. and foundest his
heart faithfnl before Thee, and madest a
covenant with him to give the land of the
Canaanites to his seed, and hast performed
Thy words; for Thou art righteous.”—
(NEHEMIAH.)

“ This is life eternal, that they might
kuow Thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom Thon hast sent.” — (JEsUs.)

 Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
right ? Behold now I have taken it upon
me to speak unto the Lord who am but
dust and ashes.”—(ABRAHAM.)

“The Lord your God is God of gods
and Lord of lords, a great God. a mighty
and a terrible, which regardeth not persons
nor taketh reward. He doth execute the
judgment of the fatherless and widow,
and loveth the stranger in giving him food
and raiment.”’— MosEs.)

FORTY STRAY-SHOTS TROM A NORMAN CROSS-BOW,

1.—If thou givest, men will love thee ; if thou lendest, men will shun thee.
2.—Art thou covetous, buy Turkish, and thou shalt impoverish thine house.
3.—The stentorian burly priest, who can fill a cathedral or drain a tankard,

doth command the ear of fools.

4.—If thou wilt rule in the age, rule well in thine house.

5.—Judge thyself rather than others.

6.—Let thine ear be opened to wisdom, but closed to folly.
7.—Let thy mouth be closed rather than thine eyes when thou walkest.
8.—My son, if thou be tempted, dally not, for hesitation will carry thee to

consent,

9.—They who speak much oft say little, and they who speak little, much.
10.—To curse is easy, to overcome is hard.
11.—If thou thinkest well, solitude will suit thee, but if others do thy

thinking, thou art ill alone.

12.—Courtly lying and diplomacy are twins.
13.—Let thy speech rather than thine head be pithy.
14.—A wise man knoweth more than he hath forgotten, a fool hath forgotten

more than he knoweth.
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15.—Youth’s contour must be lost in the decrepitude of age.

16.—Canst benefit thy race, benefit it.

17..—Look for wisdom under silver roofs, in tenements of clay, and thou shalt
not always find her.

18.—Ink and blood, oft liquid devils.

19.—A man’s heart inclined to covetousness becometh spiritually ossified.

20.—Justice overridden by mercy is a feeble jade.

21.—He who speaks should teach ; he who listens should learn.

22.—Wisdom inclines her ear and folly runs open-mouthed.

23.—1In the stream of death, thou canst not paddle thy coffin to the ocean of life.

24.—1In the battle for life, take not the sword by the blade.

25.—Yesterday is gone, to-day is barely ours, to-morrow is no onc’s.

26.—Better till than cudgel thy brains.

27.—Be heart-strong rather than head-strong.

28.—Let thy tongue be well harnessed and discreetly driven.

29.—O0h folly ! thy name is death.

30.—If thou wouldest stand well in judgment, walk well in life.

31.—Eccentricity courts attention ; weds folly, and Lreeds suspicion.

32.—A sharp retort for the chemist, a clear head for the sophist, but a soft
answer to parry wrath.

83.—The vein of conceit crieth for the lancet of dissection.

34.—Wisdom armed with a shovel will bury a fool with a sceptre.

35.—Bound to the grave, man needs no pilot, for shipwreck is impossible.

36.—Bound for the kingdom, man needs a pilot, for shipwreck is probable.

37.—Be not righteous overmuch ; a long visage is but the imperfect sin-cloak
of the sycophant.

38.—Immortality needs no physician.

39.—As the shoe of the horse is smitten into shape by the hammer, so must
affliction shape the soul of man.

40.—Write a proverb and thou shalt value Solomon’s.

SUNDAY MORNING AT THE BIRMINGHAM CHRISTADELPHIAN
ECCLESIA, No. 73.

“Exhort one another daily.”’—PavL.

¢ S0 much the more as ye see the day
approaching: '’ these are words that in-
crease in their emphasis as each month
rolls by. The signs of the approaching
end muliiply as the end approaches,
The Eastern Question, spread out on the
political sky, tells us, above all cther
signs, that the Lord is near. That ques-

tion is entering upon a transformation
phase, which is likely to see England in
her appointed position in Exypt and the
Holy Land. When this happens, we may
expect the long knocking at the door
to cease, and the door itself to open and the
Lord to appear; for England, in that posi-
tion, forms part of the adventual tableaux.
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The long talk of the Lord’s coming will
end in the event itself, and that end is
close upon us, though how close we
cannot exactly say. The great prophetic
periods are nearly all elapsed; and the
tokens are visible on every hand to the
eyes able to see, but the exact place in
the latter-day programme at which the
Lord appears to his house is unknown.
We are like a ship at the end of a long
vovage, We have traversed the great
ocean for many months, letting the
months stand for the centuries that have
passed since Christ’s departure. We
know by the general reckonings that we
are not far from land; and our conclu-
sion on this head is confirmed by the
altered appearance of the sea, the
shallowness of the soundings, the land-
mists on the horizon, and certain other
tokens in the shape of birds, sea-weed,
&c ; but exactly how many wmiles we are
from port, we do not know. We know
we are sufficiently near that the pilots
may come in sight at any moment.

Such a situation is full of an interest
almost painful.  The effect of it is to
make us look more earnestly than everin
the face of the great principles that
affect our relation to the Coming De-
liverer. These are always brought before
us in the symbols orce more before us on
the table ; and generally in a more or less
direct way in the Scripture portions read.
Let us look at those a little on the present
occasion for comfort; for ithe Word of
God is intended for comfort as well as
reproof For everything there has a
season and a time: all things by turns.
Yet in looking for the comfort, let us
never forget that the comlort is for them
only who are in a position to lay hold of
it, in having humbled themselves entirely
before the God of all cowmfort in His
crucified Son, and given themselves freely
to him a living sacrifice, and in being of
those who do all things in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to the Father
by him in everything; and who run in

the way of His commandments. Assu-
ming this foundation to exist, as pro-
claimed by our participation of the
emblems of the broken body and shed
blood of the Lord, let us look at the
consolation there is for those who have
fled for refuge to the hope set betore us in
the gospel.

It is brought before us in a certain
form in the words of the psalm: “The
Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord
will give grace and giory: no good thing
will He withhold from them that walk
uprightly ”  Here we have a most en-
couraging picture of the kindness of Him
with whom we have to do,  This
character is the central glory of revela-

tion. We fail, perhaps, at all times to
remember it sufficiently. Many things
help to clond it from our view.

Our weakness, our shortcomings,
pre-occupations in other directions, the
weariness of the constant fight of faith,
and other things, prevent us from real-
ising as constantly as we might, that the
Eternal Father, who invites us to Himself
by Christ, is full of tenderness uud
compassion, aud overflowing with loving-
kiudness to such as keep His covenant,
and even abounding in long-suffering and
goodness towards those who are far from
Him  Our failure in this respect is part
of the weakness of our present ratuve;
but our failure to apprehend the fact does
not interfere with the fact. God is iove,
even if we taint and fail. The ever-
lasting hills are not endangered when we
grow tired and sleepy. The strength of
God is in no way diminished when we
die. 8o His lovingkindness is none the
less because we forget. VYea. it operates
sometimes in the inverse ratio of our
weakness. * Like as a father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pitieth themn who
fear Him; for He kunoweth our frawme;
He remembereth that we are but dust.”
He loved us while we were yet enemies.
He provided His Son to die while death
and darkuness reigned throughout the

our
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world; He raised him when none com-
prehended the loving mystery. Fe
established this propitiatory—this meeting
point of reconciliation—while we ybet
wandered far trom Him in disregard and
alienation; not that He required to be
propitiated ; not that he needed recon-
ciliation. The kindness was with Him;
the advance was from Him ; it was our
reconciliation that was sought by * God
who was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto Himself, not imputing their tres-
passes unto them.” In Christ crucified
He gave us the declaration of His
righteousness, that bowing down before
this, and identitying ourselves with it in
baptism, we might exait His holiness
and remember His forgiveness and friend-
ship. All this was arranged before we
knew anything about it; and the good-
ness that conirived this kindness is as
great to-day as before it was announced
by the apostolic ministration to the
world. ¢ His mercy endureth for ever.”
1ts reality and its greatness will be fully
manifest when we attain unto the adop-
tion, to wit. the redemption of our body ”
We shall then see the faull meaning of
Paul’s words: “ He hath raised us up
together and made us sit together in
heavenly places, that in the ages o come
he might shew the exceeding riches of His
grace, IN HIS KINDNESS TOWARD Us
through Christ Jesus.”—(Eph. ii. 6, 7.)
Well might the apostles, to whom the
ministry of reconciliation was entrusted,
entreat meu to be reconciled to God,
The mode of the reconciliation is
contrived on such a principle as that His
glory is the upshot of it in the mouth of
everyone reconciled ; but individnal well-
being (in the most exquisite form it is
possible to conceive of it) is none the less
the result to them ou this account. In
fact, their mdividual well-being is all the
more glorious because rvealised on the
foundation of God’s exaltation, It has
been well said that the highest glory of
God is the supremest good of man. We

see it in measure even now, but in the day
of the consummated purpose, we shall see
it in a manuer that hath not entered into
the heart of man to conceive.

It is profitable to let the mind rest thus
in the contemplation of what God has
revealed concerning His goodness. It is
a stay and a comfort and a defence in the
present time of evil. It is a star of hope
in the midnight sky, a great uplifting
power in the present depressing animal
state of existence. It acts with the
mighty inflnence of well-founded hope,
purifying and ennobling the mental man,
and saving us from the slavery of petty
temporal life. It is a soothing balm and
a stimulating cordial. 1t comes closer
even than hope; it gives faith in a
present beneficence. It is 3 pledge of
present goodness. God is a sun and a
shield even now. It is to the pre-
sent time peculiarly that these same
words apply. They were written con-
cerning those who walk uaprightly in a
time of evil; in the ages to come, there
will be no evil to be protected from. Itis
now, when the wicked walk on every
side, and when snares through all our way
are strewn, that righteous men most need
the comfort of the fact that the Lord
God is a sun and shield. What an
expressive figure it is! How cheerless
and gloomy and vnwholesome is the earth
without th® sun. Let the sun arise, and
what a change takes place! He seems
to fill the expanse with an ocean of light
and life, in which we bathe with sensa-
tions of exquisite delight. There is
healing and joy and beauty in his beams.
Such is God, and more: a shield also. In
the finest sunlight, violence might assail
or the beast of prey devour. Defence is
needed, therefore, to complete the picture.
If God defend, no evil can befal. Jesus
teaches us to pray for this: * Deliver us
from evil”’ But let us judge wisely in
the matter. A father who defends his
child continually from mortal calamiry
may himself inflict upon L pain by the
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rod, or assign him for his good a part to
fulfil which will be irksome or even
painful; the child would judge a wrong
judgment if he were to say his father
did not act a beneficent part because he
subjected him to chastisement and hard
tasks. So we must not say that becanse
God is a sun and a shield to those who
walk uprightly, nothing but prosperity will
be their lot. True blessing may require
them to be put through sharp adversity.
Every case must be judged by its issue.
A man flourishing in this life to the loss
of life eternal, is not blessed, If in order
to gmde a man into the kingdom of God
a crooked path is needed, them God
shows Himself a sun and shield in twisting
his path for bim: a sun in shining upon
him uuto life; a shield in fencing him
from those circomstances that would be
fatal to his steps. This is a most im-
portant discrimination.  Apart from it,
many mistakes will be made. The
psalmist himself gives us an illustration
of this, He says “ My feet were almost
gone; my steps had well-nigh slipped ;
Sor I was evvious at the foolish when I saw
the prosperity of the wi ked, |, . .
until I went into the sanctuary of God:
then understood | their end. Surely thou
didst set them in slippery places.”” It is
very natural to argue that prosperity is
an evidence of divine favour and ad-
versily the reverse; but it is often far
from correct. God does sometimes
prosper the righteous, as in the case of
Joseph in Egypt ; and, in the final sense,
there is nothing but prosperity in reserve
for Joseph’s class, and nothing bug
adversity and ruin for the accursed of
God ; but in the present provisional and
preliminary state, trouble is more fre-
quently the portion of the chosen of God
than the reverse—the explanation being
that irouble is a necessary part of the
process by which they are developed for
the endless ages of blessedness to come
after. It is in this relation of things
that we comprehend Paul’s doctrine of

chastisement: ¢ What son is he whom
the Father chasteneth not? If ye be
without chastisement, whereof all (the
sons) are partakers, then are ye bastards
and not sons.” ¢ Whom the Lord loveth
He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom He receiveth.” The practical ap-
plication of all these principles lies here:
“ Avw things (good things and evil things)
work together for good to them who love
God ; who are the called according to His
purpose.” God kmows when the good
things are safe and when the evil things
are needed ; and the seriptural attitude is
to accept, with a reverential submission,
whatever comes; if good, with thanks-
giving; if evil, with resignation. It
wonld be altogether a mistake to assume
that goodness only will be our lot, or that
God regards us not if He suffer evil to
happen.

Job is ever a helpful illustration on this
point. A man of the thoroughly ap-
proved stamp, God overthrew him in all
his affairs without letting him know that
he was being subjccted to a test. Job,
while asserting his integrity, took it all in
submission, on the ground that God was
supreme and did as He willed, and that
man, as a created being. had no room to
murmur if evil as well as good were his
lot. In this Job took the right ground;
for his judgment of the case was divinely
endorsed as agairstthat of his threefriends,
who argued that because Job had fallen
into evil, therefore, he must have been
unrighteous. Now, why was Job’s case
recorded?  Like all the other ancient
examples, it was © written for our instruc-
tion; “it happgned to them for
ensamples (to us.)”’—(1 Cor, x. 11.) If
s0, it follows that we may sometimes be
put to a similar proot if we are worthy
of the test. Consequently, we shall
argue wrongly if we say God has
forsaken us when something has gone
wrong, or that things will always and
necessarily go well with us.  Can we ex-
pect to be better offin these things than the
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servauts of God who have gone before ?
And what is their history? One and all,
they came through sore trouble. The
Lord himself was the greatest sufferer of
all, and is it not written, ‘We must
suffer with him>”  Nay is it not the
very characteristic of the great assembly
of which we bope to form a part that
they came out of ‘‘great tribulution?”
Panl told the disciples that * we inust
through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God.” We do not live in
the days of their tribulation, but we must
not marvel if we have our share,
peculiar to our own times. It is a
necessity if we are ever to be worth
anything in the Master’s service. What
preparation is a bed of roses for the
great muster of those who have been
tried and purified and mnade white ?
There is one form of suffering with
Christ which is in every man’s reach—
nay, in his very bosom-—who has the root
of the matter within him, It is referred
to in the very psalm that tells us that
“the Lord Godis a sun and a shield.”
It is expressed in these words: “ My soul
longeth, yea even fainteth for the courts
of the Lord My heart and wy flesh
crieth out for the living God.” * How
amiable are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of
Hosts.”” There are no literal * taber-
nacles’ of divine .institution towards
which we can set our hearts in strong
desire as David did ; but the feeling that
led Darid in that channel dwells deeply
in every mind that is kin with Dayid It
is a craving for the manifestation of God
and the delights of his worship. It is a
hanger and a thirst after righteousness, as
Jesus expresses it. Hunger and thirst
are due to the absence of the objects of
their desire. This is just the present
condition of things spiritual. Famiue
prevails. The world is without God,
whether we regard the vulgar masses
or the high places of refined society.
They are very busy, most of them, and
tolerably honest and neighbourly (though

not too much of that), but “God is not
in all their thoughts.” ¢ They desire not
the knowledge of His ways.” They,
therefore, **lie”’ in wickedness accord-
ing to the scriptural standard, which is
the only standard in vogue with spiritual
men. Even wickedness, in the grosser
sense, is in the ascendant. Human aims,
in all the walks of life, are governed by
the lowest instincts. To selfish objects
every high principle and noble considera-
tion is sacrificed. Men everywhere
labour with a dilgence, unscrupulous as to
means (so as they keep out of the
clutchies of the law), for their own selfish
behoof, and willions are trampled in the
gutter, with blasphemy against God and
the execration of wan on their lips.
The world is a great wilderuess: a dry
and parched land, wherein there is no
water. Thereis a day coming when it
will be said, ¢ Beboid. the tabernacle of
God is with men, and God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes.”’ Of this
tabernacle of glory in the future age, the
tabernacle of Mosaic pitching was
typical. David's beart on the type—ours
or the antitype—join together from the
same feeling, and say ¢ How amiable are
thy tabernacies, O Lord of Hosts:?' and
from the same sense of present desola-
tion we groan together, heart and flesh
cryiug out for the living God. This made
up the priuncipal part of the sufferings of
Christ. In the widst of much people, he
was as a sparrow on the house-top—a
pelican in the wilderness—alone in the
surrounding desolation. This is an
experience that continues for every son of
God. There are plenty of people and
pleanty of activity going on, but neither
the people nor what they are doing has
any interest for those who are Christ’s.
Iu this respect we suffer with hiw, even
if we are not the objects of direct
persecution.  We are not at liberty to
unite with the present world as regardsits
aims and principles and pleasures. We
do not belong to it if we belong to Christ;
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for he expressly said *I am not of this
world,”” and he affirned the same fact of
his disciples. saying. * Ye are not of this
world.” 1 here are some who say ¢ That
was all very well for Christ and his
apostles. but we are not Christ nor his
apostles.”  Those who speak in this
style give evidence that they are yet
strangers and foreigners, and aliens from
the commonwealth of Israel; for the
house of God is one, and the principle
appertaining to one part belongs to all.
John says ‘* He that saith he abideth in
him, ought himself so to walk EVEN aS RE
waLKED ;’ and Paul tells us as concern-
ing his own case, that he obtained mercy
that Christ might set him forth * for
a pattern to them that showld hereafier
believe on him to life everlasting.” —(1
Tim. i. 16.) He also plainly commands
us to be followers of him as he was of
Christ.—(1 Cor. i 1.) From this it will
appear how unscriptural and dangerous is
that style of talk which would seek to
excuse modern believers from aiming at
the standard exhibited in Christ and the
apostles, There is no other saving
standard. [f we fail of tbis, we fail
altogether: for it is by this we are fo be
tried  The standard men set up for
themselves and oue another, will be
nowhere in the great day of judgment.
"They will vanish as the snow does before
the heat. Men may comfort themselves
now in measaring themselves by them-
selves and by the wicked world outside;
but where will be their consolation when
Christ refuses to try men by any rale but
his own ?

Therefore it remaios that the saints are
not of tbis world. Their sentiment is
the one expressed in the psalm read:
«] had rather be a doorkeeper in the
house of my God than to dwell in the
tents of wickedness.”’ The world as at
present constituted is. in its aggregate,
¢ the tents of wickedness.” Itis founded
on “the lust of the eye, and the lust of
the flesh, and the pride of life.”” It is,

therefore, impossible that a maun of God
can be a dweller among them or even be
content to enjoy their recognition. The
saints caanot be friends with the world.
The world hated Christ and it will hate
bhis friends it they are so in deed and in
truth. The world’s friendship is a
dangerous thing. Its countenance is
almost certain death. A man may say
“ [ like it,” but it is the old man that
says that. The new man, who counts all
things but dung that he may win Christ,
would feel he was betraying Christ if he
accepted recognition at the hands of those
who despise God. What the old man
likes is something to be on our guard
agaivst.  ‘The new man should be
allowed to rule in all things. Nay, he
will rule in the elect of God, for where
he rules not, God’s choice does not lie.
Christ’s words on this point are plain:
“If any man serve me, let him follow
me; and where | am, there shall also my
servant be)’ It is not sufficient that a
man enrol himself as a servant; he must
be a servant in more than name if he is
to be of any acceptance with the Father
who sent Christ as one who served. He
wust ‘follow” Cbrist, and, following
him, is doing as he did, in all the particu-
lars he has indicated for our guidance.
Preaching true doctrine is a part, bat
only a part of this service: it largely
includes righteous and henevolent deeds
performed in the glory ot Him from
whom comes all power to perform deeds
of any kind, and to whom, therefore,
all glory belongs.

The way to life is narrow, because the
life to be entered is glorious, and
glorious by reason of the things that
constitate the way narrow; for where
would be the glory of the fnture age if it
were not for the righteousness that wiil be
at its foundation, and the glory to God in
the highest that will form its topstone of
renown? Immortality would be a crea-
ture delight, no doubt; but divorced from
its appointed cc-ordinate of spotless
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righteousness, it would be like a precious
stone in the dark. And in the wisdom of
God, the foundation of all this righteous-
ness and glory is being laid in these times
of evil, when the way of obedience is a
way of self-mortification. Let us recog-
nise the sitnation and act the part of wise
men. The present order of things will
not endure for ever. The trials we
endure in the weakness of flesh and blood
are but for a moment. They began only
yesterday, and they will be all over
to-morrow: and what a morrow will that
be, if we successfully fight this no uncer-
tain fight, pressing towards the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus! The sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be eom-
pared with the glory that shall be revealed
in ws. Endowed with theimmortal vigour
of anew and imperishable body, and clad
in the joyous vesture of cloudless wisdom
and irrepressible thanksgiving and praise,
we shall be invited to go forth on the

work of reformation and blessing amongst
millions of benighted men. First, the
sword will clear the path, bringing down
the power and abolishing the authority of
kings in all the kingdoms of the world;
then the pouring wealth of the nations
will come to the feet of Jehovah’s kings
and priests; then the willing ears of
countless multitudes will listen while the
New Order of Governors teach them
everywhere new laws, and uprear for them
new and righteous institutions, by which
all nations will be blessed and the glory of
Abraham’s God set on high. Thenceforth
in glory and honour and wealth and
greatness and joy and renown, the
righteous will shine forth in the kingdom
of their Father, a glorious galaxy of
deathless benefactors, prepared in former
days of trial and humiliation, but now
exalted as the resplendent stars of the new
heavens, and shining therein to the glory
of him who created them.
Epr1TOR.

THE BIBLE TRUE;
OR,
ARGUMENTS, ARTICLES, PAPERS, EXTRACTS AND MISCELLANEOUS MATTER, FROM
VARIOUS SOURCES TO PROVE THAT

THE SCRIPTURES ARE THE AUTHENTIC AND GENUINE RECORDS OF
DIVINE REVELATION,
AND TilE ONLY SOURCE AT PRESENT AVAILABLE TO MAN OF TRUE KNOWLEDGE CONCERN=-
ING A FUTURE LIFE, AND THE WAY BY WHICH IT I8 TO BE SECURED.

“ Concerning Thy testimonies, I have known of old that Thou hast founded them for ever.
true from the beginning.”—(Psalm cxix. 152, 160.)

“ Come Rither, and hear the word of the Lord your God.”—(Jos. iii, 9.)

¢« He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully : what is the chaff (dreams) to thewheat 2 —
(Jer. xxiii. 28.)

“ When ye received the word of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, hut as
it is in truth, the word of God "—(1 Thess. ii. 13).

“ The prophecy came not in old time by the will of man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Spirit."—(2 Peter i. 21.)

“ God, who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in times unto the fathers by the prophets, hath
in these last days spoken to us by His Son.”—(Heb. i. 1),

% The sword of the Spirit is the word of God.”—(Eph. vi. 17).

& 411 Seripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for dwctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness,”—(2 Tim. iii. 16).

“ Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed.”——(Prov. xiii. 18).

« Their root shall be as rottenness and their blossom shall go up as dust, because they have cast away the
law of the Lord of Hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.’—(Isaiah v. 24).

Thy word is

lation is published by William Mullan of
Belfast. It is by Dr. Porter, the

DARWIN AND HUXLEY REFUTED.
A pamphlet entitled Science and Reve-
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Professor of Biblical Criticism in one of
the Belfast Colleges. Tt reviews and
answers ‘‘the theories of Tyndall,
Huxley, Darwin, and Herbert Spencer.”
It is a decidedly able and conclusive
treatise in its particular department:
a department which has become promi-
nent and important in these days of
scientific opposition to revelation. A
few extracts will be profitable to the
more observant and thoughtful reader.

“The teachings of scientists on mat-
ter and the material universe are not
uniform ; were they so they would have
much greater weight. Nearly every
scientific man has a theory of his own,
which he propounds with all authority,
not to say dogmatism ; and it so happens
that these theories are, for the most
part, inconsistent with each other—and
indeed, in some cases, mutually destruc-
tive. Democritus, a Greek sage, who
lived about B.C. 400, propounded a
theory of the structure and origin of
the material universe, which he appears
to have derived from Leucippus, its
founder. It was substantially adopted
by the Latin poet Lucretius, whose
prime object in adopting it was thereby
to banish from the mind of man all
idea of a creating and superintending
Deity. It has received its latest develop-
wment or exposition in the address of
Professor Tyndall before the meeting of
the British Association in Belfast.

As this theory is now put forward in
the name of science, we naturally ask—
‘What are its scientific proofs? We
cannot admit theories. They have no
weight in our present critical investiga-
tion. And first—What proof is ad-
vanced that matter is eternal? There is
none; and from the nature of the case
there can be none, All that science can
prove is that matter has existed so
long as man has existed to observe it.
‘We all admit this: and farther science
cannot possibly go. To affirm that it is

no logical connection with observed
facts.  Herbert Spencer rightly says
that the eternity, or self-existence, of
matter is unthinkable; and he argues,
with true philosophic instinet, that ¢the
assertion that the universeis self-existent
does not really carry us a step beyond
the cognition of its present existence;
and so leaves us with a mere re-
statement of the mystery’  And,
besides, while science cannot advance
one step towards the proof of the
eternity of the matter, some of the most
eminent scientific men of the present age
affirm that this atomic theory affords the
strongest proof of the existence of a
Creator. At the meeting of the British
Association in 1873, Professor Clerk
Maxwell said, ‘We are unable to
aseribe either the existence of the
molecules or any of their properties to
the operation of any of the causes which
we call natural.’

I do not profess to recomcile the
discordant theories (of philosophers);
nor is it necessary for my purpose, even
were it possible. My sole object is to
submit them to the test of scientific
proof. As to the atoms themselves, they
have mnever as yet been discovered.
Scientists have searched for them; the
highest powers of the microscope and
the utmost skill of the chemist have been
tried in vain. ‘Loschmidt, Stoney, and
Sir William Thompson have sought to
determine the size of the atoms, or
rather to fix the limits between which
their sizes lie,” and they have failed.
Their very existence, then, is a theory—
a theory, too, which has no logical
connection with any observed fact. And
besides, the idea of an atom is
inconceivable, or, as Herbert Spencer
would say, it is unthinkable. To con-
ceive of a piece of matter having
necessarily, because it i matter, length
and breadth, and yet being indivisible, is
an absurdity. And if we adopt the

eternal is a pure assumption, which has | view of Faraday, that atoms are “ centres
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of force,” the difficulty remains. A
centre of force must be either material or
immaterial ; if material, the absurdity is
as before ; if immaterial, then no aggre-
gate of the immatevial could form the

material wuniverse. Science is thus
completely at fault regarding these

imaginary atoms.

And when we proceed to test the
atomic theory in its development, difficul-
ties and absurdities accumulate at every
stage. It is held that atoms, whether
eternal or “manufactured articles,”
whether inert or gified with love and
hate, or possessing inherent potency,
have arranged themselves by chance
friction and spontaneous interaction,
throughout the infinite past, into those
forms of wondrous beauty and delicate
and complicated mechanism which we
now see in every part of the universe,
and which appear to be guided by wise
laws and adapted to wise ends. What is
the scientific proof of this theory?
There is none, and there can be none.
No scientist professes to have seen atoms
building up worlds. The nature of the
theory places it beyond the range of
science away in the infinite past. And
farther, the theory of matter arranging
itself  spontaneously into  systems
governed by exact law, and organisms
exhibiting the most exquisite design, is
not only unsupported by scientific obser-
vation, but is opposed to the whole
analogy of scientific observation. Spon-
taneous action is, as Huxley rightly says,
action withonut a cause, which is un-
scientific and impossible. It is im-
possible to conceive of a change taking
place without a ecanse, and action
necessarily involves change, so that
spontaneity in matter is an absurdity.

Tyndall himself is, in the end, forced
to admit that the structure of the
universe around. us is an ‘insoluble
mystery;’ and Huxley, after placing the
dogma of atheistic materialism in its
strongest light, says ‘ The materialistic

position that there is nothing in the
world but matter, force, and necessity,
is as utterly devoid of justification as the
most baseless of theological dogmas.’
This with him is, of course, the acme of
incredibility and absurdity. So I am
content to leave the theory of atomic
materialism in the position thus assigned
to it.

Here again we see that the solution of
the grand problem of the origin of the
universe is beyond the range of science.
And besides, the inferential teaching of
science is not exhausted in this negative
result. It reveals in nature everywhere
the existence of force. However far its
observations extend back, that force
cannot be eliminated. It is involved in
the movement of a grain of sand as
fully as in the circling of the spheres;
and if science here attempt to pass
beyond the range of sense, and to
theorise about force existing in atoms,
we follow it and say—You are but
shifting the mystery; and we press the
natural question—What put the force
in the atoms ? Whence came it? Thus
we drive the scientist back and back
through every province of his own
legitimate domain; we drive him back,
too, through those regions of hazy theory
and dim speculation, in which he loves
to expatiate until, at last, by an in-
exorable logic, we compel him to admit
an author of force—the Great First
Cause.”

THE BIBLE THE PROOF OF ITS
OWN DIVINE ORIGIN.

“Every thoughtful believer must have
hailed with pleasure the determination
to devote a portion of the Christadel-
phian to the proofs of the genuineness
and authenticity of the Bible. The
effort must prove highly interesting and
instructive to many who have neither
leisure nor opportunity for the careful
study of the evidences themselves. One
very important advantage to the reader
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is that the proofs will be presented apart
from the errors with which many of the
standard works wupon the evidences
abound. The value of this is beyond
calculation.

“There are many earnest and thoughful
men in the world who doubt the divine
origin of the Bible, becaunse they believe
that it teaches such dogmas as “eternal
torment,” ‘“the natural immortality of
man,” &c. These views are founded
upon the expositions of the clergy, and
must, therefore, be as false as the source
from whence they are derived. As no
amount of ‘“external’ evidence can
prove a false doctrine to be true, it is
almost out of place to present external
evidence to such enquirers, and we can
scarcely blame them for refusing cre-
dence to a book that they have been
taught, erroneously, to regard as the
source of these pernicious dogmas, which
have held Christendom in abject mental
and moral slavery for many centuries,
and which are as revolting to their
better feelings as they are opposed to all
the deductions of their reason and
experience. We can only regret that
they have been so cruelly deceived, and
strive to disseminate the truth more
widely than ever, in the hope that it
may catch the attention of sincere truth-
seckers.

“In the search for truth, too much
emphasis cannot be laid upon the ne-
cessity for honesty in the enquirer. It
was into the “honest and good heart”
(Luke viii. 15) that the seed sown by the
Great Teacher himself, fell, and in which
it fructified. If we place this fact side
by side with another statement made by
Jesus to the Jews (Johu vii. 17), “my
doctrine is not mine, but His that sent
me; if any man will do His will, he
shall know of the doctrine whether it be
of God, or whether I speak of myself "—-
we are shut up to the conclusion that it
is impostible for a sincere and moral
man, unless he be bewildered by the

distracting clamour of the orthodox
Babel, to search carefully and candidly
through the Scriptures, without becoming
convinced of their supernatural origin.
The constant reading of the Bible is
essential even to the believer. By that
only can he keep ever vigorous within
him the conviction of its divine authority,
and, da.y by day, it will speak to him in
tones of encouragement or reproof.
Some have had short seasons of doubt,
arising partly from forgetfulness of what
they had learned (Heb. ii. 1; 1 Cor. xv.
2); and partly from distracting questions
raised by some of their own brethren in
the faith. But renewed application to
the Word brought a sweet renewal of
the hope that Paul describes (Heb. vi.
19} as *“an anchor of the soul, both sure
and steadfast.”

“The strongest proofs for the divine
origin of the Bible are those furnished
in its own pages, and it was very happily
urged in the introduction to this topic in
the Christadelphian for Janunary twelve
months, that *The best way of attaining
a thorough conviction of the authen-
ticity and genuiness of the Scriptures,
and of the divine character of their
origin, is to read them constantly.”
This is fortunate for the poor working
man, whiose limited means and leisure
make it impossible for him to read the
varied and extensive historical and
critical works necessary to the successful
study of the subject. He need be
grateful to those whose abilities and
opportunities enable them to condense
and present, in a simple form, the results
of such a course of study, as auxiliary
evidence to that afforded by the book
itself in the course of his daily reading;
but the latter is sufficient of itself to
inspire him with a calm assurance of the
divine origin of the Scriptures, so that he
may become more and more * grounded
and settled,” and not easily *“ moved
away from the hope of the gospel.”—
(Col. i. 23.)
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“As an illustration of this kind of proof,
we have but to note the uniformity of
testimony by the various books compo-
sing the Bible, to one grand scheme for
the righteous government of the world
by a divinely-appointed king, viz., Jesus
Christ. This theme, like a golden
thread, runs through and links to-
gether, in a manner altogether beyond
human sagacity and ekill, the various
books from Genesis to Revelation,
present in all, but shining out more
brilliantly in some than in others. In
the limits of this paper we can but mark
the general outline of the subject, and
leave the interested reader to fill it in at
his own leisure.

¢ (Jenesis supplies the beginning of the
thread in chap. iii. 16: “And I will put
enmity between thee and the woman,
end between thy seed and her seed: it
shall bruise thy head and thou shalt
bruise his heel.” This remarkable pas-
sage predicts a desperate struggle
between a descendant of the woman and
certain opposing forces prefigured by the
“gerpent,” the struggle ending in the
destruction of the latter. We pass on to
chap. xii. 1, 2, 8: “Now_ the Lord had
said unto Abraham, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father’s house, unto a land that I
will show thee; and I will make of thee
a great nation ; and I will bless thee and
make thy name great, and thou shalt be
a blessing ; and I will bless them that
bless thee and curse them that curse
thee, and in thee shall all the families of
the earth be blessed.”” The last clanse
in this prophecy is a step in advance of
chap. iii. 15. 'We perceive now that the
destroyer of the serpent-power was to
descend from Abraham, for the predie-
tion had special reference to an indi-
vidual and not merely to the immediate
descendants of the patriarch. This is
evident from Gal. iii. 16: “Now to
Abraham and his seed were the promises
made., He gaith not, and to seeds, as of

many, but as of one, and to thy seed,
which is Christ.”  This promise is
repeated most emphatically in chap. xiii.
14, 17; xv. throughout; xvii. 4, 8, 19,
21; xviii. 18; xxii. 16-18, It is
renewed to Isaac in chap. xxvi. 2-5,
and, through him, to Jacob, xxviii. 3,
4, 13-15, and again to Jacob himself—
(xxxv. 10-12).

“And now that we are fairly embarked
and gliding down the stream of time,
how rapidly the historic testimonies pass
before us.

¢ Starting from the triple Fatherhood,
we come to the initial and partial
realisation of the promises in the rise and
eventful career of the Jewish people,
whose unparalleled history assign them a
most important place in the grand
scheme unfolding before our eyes. When
groaning under the galling Egyptian
yoke, they are delivered by Moses,
himself a living prophecy of the fature
prophet and deliverer.— (Acts iii. 22.)
Then, by a series of triumphs, they
establish themselves a powerful nation in
Palestine for a time, under a theocracy,
and a symbolic ritual, pointing, in
almost every particular, to a great anti-
typical deliverer. They bind them-
selves by solemn covenant to obey the
voice of God, and, them, with a fickle-
ness that characterises the whole of their
subsequent career, turn their backs upon
Him and cry out madly for a king from
among themselves, after the fashion of
the heathen nations by whom they were
surrounded. They are allowed to have
their own way. TIhe permission was
provisional merely, and never designed
by the Deity to be an abdication of His
kingly right. Doubtless, one great
object was to teach the great lesson that
men have been learning ever since, viz.,
that no merely human being can
efficiently govern his fellows.

“'We must allow many interestingpar-
ticulars of this history to pass unnoticed
as we move along—such as the fickleness
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and frequent backslidings of Israel; the
misfortunes brought upon them by their
own folly and wickedness, and not
unfrequently by the wickedness of the
men under whose rule they had volun-
tarily placed themselves; the long-
suffering and forbearance of God to-
wards them ; and their ultimate fall as a
nation and dispersion among the heathen.
But we must linger over a few of the
conspicuous facts and predictions which,
like meteors gleaming across the gloom
of Israel’s calamitiss, discover to us the
unbroken thread of testimony that we
are pursuing. Joshua, Judges, and
Ruth—each a link in the historical
chain - bring us to the books of Samuel.
In Book I., chap. viii. 7, Jehovah,
speaking to Samuel, says of His
people : “ They have rejected me that I
should not reign over them,” and,
further (verse 9) bids the prophet
“ Protest solemnly unto them and shew
them the manner of the king that shall
reign over them.” The tender solicitude
gshewn in these words is the more striking
when viewed in the light of the sub-
sequent history of Israel. Samuel
denounces their ingratitude, and makes
this remarkable appeal to their past
experience of theocratic rule (chap.
xii. 11, 12): “And the Lord sent
Zerubbaal, and Bedan, and Jephthah, and
Samuel, and delivered you out of the
hand of your enemies on every side, and
ye dwelled safe. And when ye saw that
Nahash the king of the children of
Ammon came against you, ye said unto
me, Nay, but a king shall reign over us,
when the Lord your God was your
King.” It is evident from the rest of
this deeply interesting chapter, that in
spite of the atrocious ingratitude of the
Jews, Jehovah could not be turned
from His purpose of using them as the
instruments of blessing to the world.
See especially verse 22: “For the Lord
will not forsake His people for His great
name’s sake, because it hath pleased the

Lord to make you His people.”

In the second book of Samuel a very
remarkable prophecy is delivered.—(vii.
12-16.) It was spoken to David, King of
Israel: “And when thy days shall be
fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy
fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee,
which shall proceed out of thy bowels,
and I will establish his kingdom. He
shall build an house for my name, and I
will establish the throne of his kingdom
for my name, and I will establish the
throne of his kingdom for ever; I
will be His father and he shall be my
son.””  Although this prediction was
partially realised in Solomon, it pointed
beyond him to the *‘ greater than Solo-
mon,” “the Son of David,” who sheuld
occupy the throne of his Father for ever.
The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews
applies the passage: “I will be to him a
father, and he shall be to me a son” to
Jesus.—(chap. i. 5.) In the first book of
Kings, the kingdom of Israel, under a
human sovereign, is seen in the zenith of
its glory, and was, doubtless, then a
grand type of the glorious reign of
“ The Branch,” the ruler whom Solomon
himself, in certain respects, so nobly
prefigured. The second brings the
narrative down to the disastrous reign of
Zedekiah, when the throne of David was
overturned by the Babylonians. Ezekiel
foretels that great calamity (chap. xxi.
25-27), and adds a splendid prophecy of
the future restoration of the monarchy
in the person of one who shall claim the
throne as his right. The books of
Chronicles, termed in the Septuagint
“ Paraleipomena,” the things that were
left or omitted, while supplying many
things omitted in prior narratives, cor-
roborate the testimony already given.
Thus, the throne of Israel is clearly
defined to be * the throne of the Lord.”—
(1 Chron. xxviii, §; =xxix. 11, 23; 2
Chron. xiii. 8.) In 2 Chron. vii. 17-22,
another striking prediction occurs, and is
now in course of fulfilment before our
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very eyes, 'The books of FEzra and
Nehemiah add their weight to the
previously-cited testimonies, by giving
some very interesting particulars in
Jewish history. “Job” treats of other
matters than the kingdom, yet the
-sovereignty of Jehovah is clearly recog-
nised in chap. v. 8-27; ix. 4-13. Im-
portant truths, intimately bound up with
the grand scheme before us, are clearly
enunciated in this sublime work, but do
not strictly come within the scope of this
paper. And now the prospect widens,
and passages bearing upon the kingship
of Christ and the astounding results of
his reign, crowd upon the vision. The
whole of the second Psalm is a graphic
description of events in the career of the
future king of Israel, beginning with
the conspiracy against his life by the
Roman and Jewish authorities, and
going forward until he sits as universal
monarch upon Zion. Psalm ix. ex-
patiates upon the glorious results which
flow from the ruling of the world in
righteousness by Jehovah in the person
of His Son. 8o also Psalm xxii. 27, 28 :
+« All the ends of the world ghall remem-
ber and turn unto the Lord, and all the
kindreds of the nations shall worship
before Thee. For the kingdom is the

Lord’s,and He is the governor among the

nations.” ; ) :

“In Psalm ‘xlviii. 1, 2, Jerusalem is
recognised as the royal city ; in the words
used by Christ (Matt. v. 35), “it is the
city of the Great King ”

“The fulfilment of the promises made to
the patriarchs is thus referred to in
Psalm Ixxii. 17: “His (Messiah’s) name
shall be continued as long as the sun, and
men shall be blessed in him, all nations
shall call him blessed.” See also Psalm
Ixxxix. 26, 27, 28, 29: “He shall cry
unto me, Thou art my Father, my God,
and the rock of my salvation. Also, I
will make him mny firstborn, higher than
the kings of the earth. My mercy willl
keep for him for evermore, and my

covenant shall stand fast with him. His
seed also will I make to endure for ever,
and his throne as the days of heaven.”
Psalm cox. entire. But space will not
allow further reference to this wonderful
book. Proverbs is a collection of
aphorisms, yet it corroborates the tes-
timony to the reign of Christ in such a
statement as that of chap. xi. 31:
“ Behold, the righteous shall be recoms-
pensed in the earth, much more the
wicked and the sinner.”  Eeclesiastes
confirms, indirectly, what has gone before,
by its recognition of man’s mortality and
a future judgment, subjects closely rela-
ted to the reign of Christ, but we must
not stay to enlarge upon them here.
The Song of Solomon is considered by
many to be a figurative poem upon the
Great King and his Bride. Others sup-
pose it to be an oriental love song. The
latter view does not contradict the
general testimony, but the former har.
monises beautifully with the entire
Beriptures. We leave the discussion of
this point to abler critics, and pass
onward.

And now where shall we begin in our
selections from the sublime writings of
Isaiah. The profusion of testimonies to
the reign of Jesus is absolutely be-
wildering. The rhetorical and poetical
splendours of this book dazzle the mental
vision, and the amazing revelations it
unfolds enchants the reader, rendering it
an unwelcome task to mar the massive
harmony of the whole by making isolated
gelections.  The glorious results of
Messiah’s reign are thus depicted: “ And
it shall come to pass in the last days that
the mountain of the Tord’s house shall
be established in the top of the moun-
tains, and shall be exalted above the
hills, and all nations shall flow unto it.
And many people shall go and say, Come
ye and let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths, for out of
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Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he
shall judge among the nations and
shall rebuke many people; and they
shall beat their swords into ploughshares
and their spears into prumning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any
more.”’—(chap. ii. 2, 3, 4) Messiah’s
regal character is clearly announced:
*The government shall be upon his
shoulder.” “ Of the increase of his govern-
ment and peace there shall be no end;
upon the throne of David and upon his
kingdom, to order it and to establish it
with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even for ever.”—(chap. ix.
6, 7.) “Behold, a king shall reign in
righteousness and princes shall rule
in judgment, and a man shall be as an
hiding place from the wind and a covert
from the tempest; as rivers of water in
a dry place, as the shadow of a great
rock in a weary land.” —(chap. xxxii. I,
2.) See also chaps. xi. and xii. entire;
xxiv. 28; xxxiii. 22: “For, the Lord is
our judge; the Lord is our lawgiver;
the Lord is our king—he will save us.”
E. CorgiLr.

(To be continued. )

THE TRUTH OF THE BIBLE:

LECTURE BY THE EDITOR.

(Continued from page 553, vol. XI11.)

Another thing is this: the Bible gives
a certain history of things concerning
remote times. In many points, that
history has been questioned from time to
time by those who wanted to get rid of
the Scriptures, such as Paine, Voltaire,
&ec. But the progress of discovery and
invention has, item after item, gone to
show that the historical sketches con-
tained in these writings are actually true.
Just let me briefly run over a few
instances of this. At the begiuning of
this century, the infidels uuder the

leadership referred to, denied that there
ever was such a man as Christ. Their
theory was that the history of Christ was
a priestly fable, concocted in the monas-
teries in the dark centuries; that Christ
was not an historic chavacter at all. In
our day, the infidels have retreated from
this ground: they have been beaten off
it. They admit Christ was an historic
reality. They dou't believe in him any
the more for that. Still, they have
abandoned their old position, which is
something. They now say, * Christ was
a real character, who appeared in the
days of Tiberius Ceesar, and he was a
wonderful man, but, on the whole, he
was a madman, though of a very in-
offensive and useful sort.”” They admit
he was crucified, but deny that he rose.
I will not combat the new theory at
present. I merely point to the sugges-
tive fact that within seventy years as the
result of searching investigation and
criticism, the infidel community have
abandoned one position to take another,
which is still more indefensible when it
comes to be thoroughly considered.

But I was about to refer to some-
thing else. They have held that there
was no such places as Nineveh and
Babylon. Their argument was this:
according to the Bible, these cities were
very great and extensive, and important
and populous, containing architectural
structures of a very solid character, and
sustaining a very material political and
commercial relation to the rest of the
world. This being so, our infidel friends
contended it was a matter of impossibility
that such cities should so entirely dis-
appear from the annals of human history
and from their place in human affairs, as
these have done.  Therefore, argued
they, such cities never existed: they are
the fanciful creations of a mythical book.

“Where is Nineveh?” asked they,
“Where is Babylon? Where are any
traces or indications of them?” Un-

consciously, they were supporting the
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Bible, for the Bible which tells us of
their past greatness, also foretels their
disappearance in the vortex of one
complete ruin.  But since then both
Babylon and Nineveh have been dis-
covered, as you know, by Layard and
other excavators, who have exhumed
these ancient places from the rubbish of
centuries, and shut the mouths of
infidels.

‘Well, then, they used something of the
same sort of argument with regard to
the Mosaic account of the flood. They
said it could not be a true historical
account, or we should have found some
traces of it in the archives of other
nations. What has happened with re-
gard to that? About a year ago,
Mr. Smith of the British Museum, who
was sent by the Daily Telegraph upon a
special mission to the Assyrian ruins
discovered by Layard, has discovered and
has translated tablets from amongst
those ruins containing an account of the
flood. “Ay, but then,”” say these men,
“the account of the flood that is on these
ruined monuments is not the Mosaic
account: there are a lot of things there
that would not be accepted by a Bible
believer.” Quite true—there is a lot of
nonsense in it, but the flood is there:
that is the great fact of the case. Here
is evidence brought before our eyes of the
knowledge of the flood amongst other
nations besides the Jews; and, there-
fore, it is a conclusive answer to the
argument about the silence of other
nations which infidels have used against
jt. 'The discrepancies between the two
accounts does not weaken the force of
the evidence in the least. Surely it is
nothing new or unusual for very differ-
ent versions of the same true story to
exist in different quarters. But the
variations in the accounts does not dis-
prove but rather proves that there is a
correct version somewhere. And where
do you expect to find the true story of
any matter ? Why at the official source

with those who know all about it, and
are commissioned to publish it. You are
not surprised to find some altogether
glossed, inaccurate, and absurd version of
it away in some country village. Upon
the same principle, it is no wonder that
the Assyrians should have corrupted the
simple facts given by Moses and mixed
them up with their own mythology.

So with regard to the history of the
Jews. It was contended that there was
no contemporary verification, such as
might reasonably be expected to exist
with regard to the proceedings of
the Jewish nation as recorded in the
Bible. The argument did not go for
much, because the times of the history in
question are so remote, and the Jews
were at the time so mearly the only
literary nation (for the Greecks came to
the front long afterwards), that the fact
that nobody was noticing and nobody
writing about the doings of the Jews is
not a great wonder. But although that
is a good answer of itself, we have a
better one. You have heard about the
Moabite stone, discovered by a French-
man of the name of Ganneau about a
year ago; that stone is a local native
record of events in the history of the
Moabitish nation, though there is no
nation there now ; for it is written in the
prophets that the nation should be
blotted out and the land be waste. This
stone is & record of what went on
amongst the Moabites when they were a
nation, and it is an exact confirmation of
the account given us in the Kings. It is
written by authority of Mesha, King of
Moab, and gives an account of the
varions Israelitish kings with whom
Mesha was in correspondence.

There ar¢ various other illustrations of
the same sort, but these perhaps are
sufficient on that one point, as showing
that the history of the Scriptures has
been corroborated from many sources
that did not exist at the time that
opposition to the Bible began. I mean
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particularly at the beginning of the
present century. These confirmations
are multiplying every month almost.
The last discovery by that same Mr.
Smith is an account—truly a very absurd

one, but nevertheless an account—of the
creation and of the fall of man, of which
you may have seen some account in the
newspapers a very short time ago.

(To be continued.)

THE JEWS AND THEIR AFFAIRS,

“ The Lord hath chosen Jacob unto Himself, and Israel for His peculiar treasure.”—(Ps. cxxxv. 4.
“*What one nation in the earth is like thy people, even like Israel, whom God went to redeem

for a people to Bimself,”—(2 Sam. vii. 23.)

“The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be special people unto Himself, above all people that

are upon the face of the earth.,”—(Deut. vii. 6.)

“ Hear the word of the Lord, O ve nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that
pcattered Israel will gather him, and keep him as a shepherd doth his fluck.”—(Jer. xxxi. 10.)

“ A land which the Lord thy God careth for: the eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon it
from the beginning of the year; even unto the end of the year.,”-—(Deu. xi, 12.)

“The Lord hath chosen Zion: He hath desived it for His habitation.

This is My rest for ever,

Here will I dwell; for I have desired it.”—(Ps. cxxxii, 13. 14.)

“They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away caplive into all nations: and
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”—

(Luke xxi. 24.)

ACCORDING to the Neue Frewe Presse, Vienna
contains 50,000 Jews.

A superior commercial school has lately
l}een opened at Warsaw at the sole cost of a

ew,

About ten per cent. of the scholars in the
higher schools of Prussia are Jews, while the
proportion of the Jews in the general popula-
tion is only one to 70.

The ancient office of Judge of the Cinque
Ports has been conferred by Lord Granville,
as Lord Warden, upon a Jew—Mr. Arthur
Cohen, Q.C.

Among the coins presented by Captain
‘Warren to the University of Oxford, collected
while he was in command of the Survey of
Palestine, are several Jewish coins.

Mr. Holman Hunt has left England for
Jerusalem, where he proposes to remain long
enough for the completion of another large
picture. Jerusalem in many ways comes into
notice.

Tue Jews 1IN Eeyer. — The Jewish
community at Cairo possess a school in which
300 pupils receive education. The institution
owes its origin to the exertions of Dr. Albert
Cohn, and now proves of great advantage to
the Jewish congregation.

Tue Jews AT DussELDORF.—A new
synagogue was lately consecrated amidst
great pomp. The ceremony was attended by
all the authorities of the town, as well as by
the clergy of the several Christian denomina-
tions. The congregation is composed of about
200 families.

A LAw ANNULLED IN FAVOUR OF THE
Jews.—It will be remembered that in several

Cantons the local authorities forbade the
Jews to kill animals for food in accordance
with Jewish rites, under the plea of cruelty.
The Jews appealed to the Federal authorities
at Berne, who have decided in favour of the
Jews, and annulled the existing local prohi-
bitory decrees.

THE PALESTINE EXPLORATION. — The
Grand Lodge of Freemasons at a recent
meeting had to consider the following
proposal by the Rev. R. J. Simpson, of St.
Clement Danes: *That the sum of one hun-
dred guineas be granted by this Grand
Lodge in aid of the Palestine Fund, with tke
view of promoting the continued prosecution
of the interesting and important work of
exploring the ancient landmarks of the Holy
Land.”

ANoTHER JEWISH INSTITUTION AT
FRANKFORT.—At Frankfort-on-the-Maine, a
hospital for girls, founded by Baroness Louise
de Rothschild has just been opened. From a
description given of it by the Israelit, it
appears that it is one of the finest institutions
of the kind, It is provided with every
imaginable appliance for the cure, relief, or
solace of the sufferers.

JEws AND JEws AT Epirvus,—A Jew,
Dr. Judas 8. Horovitz, was elected Professor
of Roman Law in the Evangelical Juridical
Academy. In the same city, as well as in
several others, the high schools are numer-
ously attended by Jews. On the other hand
there are public schools founded by, and for
Jews, which are also attended by Jews.

RoyAr Visit To A JEwisH Housexorp
IN INDIA,—Among the many pleasing items
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of intelligence connected with the Prince of
Wales’s visit to India, which reach us by
telegram from day to day, few will be more
interesting to our readers, says the Jewush
Chronicle, than the Prince’s visit to Lady
Sassoon, the wife of Sir Albert Sassoon, at
her residence, Sans Souci, The Prince
and his suite were entertained at luncheon by
Lady Sassoon, and His Royal Highness on
taking leave expressed himself much pleased
with his reception.

IMPORTANT PorrticaL MissioN CoN-
FIDED TO A JEW.—The gentleman to whom
the Italian government has entrusted the
task of negociating fresh treaties of commerce
with France, Austria, and Switzerland, is Sig-
nor Luzzato, a Jew, and one of the youngest
deputies in the chambers.  He is described
as possessing a vast acquaintance with politi-
cal economy, and ranks among the first in this
branch of knowledge. He has under him
two assistants, one of whom is likewise a
Jew, and who is head of one of the divisions
in the ministry of foreign affairs.

A JEw ELECTED AT MUNICH. — The
merits of Herr Gugenheimer (a Jew), who
was recently re-elected president of the muni-
cipality of Munich, are so generally acknow-
ledged that even the Ultramontanes voted for
him. Grear, therefore, is the outery of the
clerical press against those of its own party
who voted in favour of the Jew.

THE JEWS AT ZURICH.—There is now a
Jewish Russian young lady at the University
of this city who pursues medical studies.
She is considered a rather promising student.
There is a good chance of the Jewish people
soon possessing another Rebecca of the
healing art. There are about sixty Jewish
families in the city. But they are without a
rabbi although they possess a synagogue.
They are principally merchants and shop-
keepers, and seem to be prosperous.

Risivg PosITION OF THE JEWS IN
GErRMANY.—In all the German Universities,
in the summer session of 1875, there were
fewer medical students than during the
previous year. A German paper explains
that this 1s due to the number of Jews who
are turning to the profession of the law.
Formerly the law was practically closed to
the Jews, and they chiefly went for a
medical career. As a fact, the student-roll
of the University of Berlin includes a con-
siderable number of Jews. .

It may be added, as an indication of the
enormous social influence of the Jews of
Berlin, that half the municipal representa-
tives of the city are Jews, while the relative
proportion in the total population is not
one-twentieth.

ProBABLE DESCENDANTS oF THE TEN
Trigres.—There is in India a considerable
number of Jews, consisting of two classes, one
the wealthier and better educated, composed
of new comers or their descendants, generally
Asiatics mostly immigrants from Bagdad,

and in sympathy and inter-communion with
their brethren elsewhere. The other, more
numerous, are in every respect, religion
excepted, assimilated to the rest of their
countrymen long established in India, so as
to be reckoned among thenatives., They are
called Bene Israel (children of Israel), and
have through their isolation and remoteness
from the chief seats of their brethren in faith,
been cut off from them for centuries, and even
their existence was hardly known to the
earlier Jewish historians. = Surrounded by
dense masses of worshippers of strange gods,
and exposed for long, long generations to
temptations and trials unknown in Europe,
they have yet in all times, and under all
circumstances, says the Jewish Chronicle,
steadily held aloft the banner of Israel, and
known how by their simple-mindedness and
fidelity to conciliate the good-will and even
regard of their betters. They are probably
descendants of the ten tribes who were
carried away by Shalmanezer at a time when
they were not distinguished by “holding aloft
the banner of Israel.”

“A CoNTrasT TO FOoRMER Davs’’—A
correspondent of the Jewish Chronicle writing
from the British Consulate at Kertch, gives
an account of the opening of a magnificent
synagogue in that city. He says, “it was
opened with great ceremony in the presence
of His Excellency the Governor, and all the
leading authorities. The committee very
kindly sent me an invitation, and I was
thankful thus to have the oppertunity of wit-
nessing a most interesiing ceremony, and one
in which, you are well aware, I above most
others—even Israelites—felt a deep and
hearty interest. When 1 looked around me,
standing as I did under the magnificent
crystal chandelier, with its numerous wax
candles, and saw around me the Governor of
the town in full uniform, the Prefect of
Police, and all other authorities in full
uniform, my heart warmed within me when
I contrasted the pleasing scene with those of
former days, when I saw the Israelites in a
corner of a town in Morocco performing their
devotions by sufferance in a wretched hovel,
with piles driven in the ground to support a
small olive oil lamp, and never certain that
their devotion would not be disturbed by
fierce Arabs coming to ask for money. Here,
1 am happy to say, the Israelites enjoy all
the privileges common to all. They, like
others, can live in any part of the city they
please where people of every nation are
collected.”

JEWIsH EMANCIPATION IN PORTUGAL.—
The Jewish Record gives the following
account of the origin of Jewish emancipation
in Portugal: “In 1852 or 1853, the young
King Pedro of Portugal, then under the
guardianship of his uncle, visited Holland
incognito. A dispatch was received at the
Portuguese synagogue that Don Pedro V.,
with attendants, would pay a visit to the
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synagogue at 8 p.mn. of the same day. When
everything was shown to the illustrious
visitors, they were conducted to the Mahamad
or meeting-room of the congregation. The
Rev. A. M. Chumaceiro, solicited by the
president, addressed the king in the Portu-
guese language. From there they went to
Beth Hammedrash, and after reading the
names of the donors to that institution for the
last two hundred and fifty years, the king
recognised the family names of most of his
nobility, and, furthermore, said that he
imagined himself that moment to be in the
large halls of learning in Portugal. He
spoke of the tolerance our people enjoyed in
Amsterdam, of the wealth and industry they
had brought to that city, and of which
Portugal was now deprived. He promised
that on his return to Portugal he would
make proper use of these impressions, so that
on an early day the Jews might return to
that country which had suffered so much
from their expulsion. The king’s brother
Alphonso, was among the visitors, On their
return to Portugal he honestly carried out
his liberal intentions, but unfortunately died
after a short reign, with other imembers of the
family, from a malignant disease then
prevalent in the royal palace. His brother
Alphonso succeeded him to the throne,
and married, 1 believe, a daughter of the
tolerant and popular Xing Victor Emanuel.
Alphonso, present king of Portugal, has
faithfully complied with the desire of his
lamented brother, and nowhere in Europe do
the Jews at present enjoy greater protection
than in Portugal.

THE MONTEFIORE HOLY LAND
COLONIZATION SCHEME.

The expected report from Sir Moses Monte-
fiore, of the results of his visit to the Holy
Land, has not yet made its appearance. No
explanation has been given of the delay. It
is not at all improbable that the reason is
traceable to two or three Jews who are
prominently before the world at the
present time in connection with the Eastern
Question, which is now agitating the world
from end to end. Mr. Disraeli and Mr.
Rothschild may have given their kinsman
good reasons for a little patience at a time
when the extinction of the Ottoman empire
will necessitate a transfer of the Holy Land
to other masters than the Turk, who has held
it in his desolating grasp so long.

The Monetary Gazette alludes again to a
report in conpection with Mr. Rothschild,
which has long been current in the world,
and has never, so far as is known, been con-
tradicted. It says: “It has often been

affirmed that Rothschild has in his safe the
title-deeds of the Holy Land. What this
may mean when reduced to its proper signi-
ficance we cannot say. Probably it is at best
but a metaphorical hyperbole. But if there
be any truth in it at all, it may be that the
illustrious financier has made loans to the
improvident Turk, the penalty of defauls
being such material and political concessions
as would restore Palestine to the scattered
race, longing to return to the grand home of
their forefathers, The exudus from every
quarter of the globe supposed in this return
would radieally change the finaneial relations
of the whole world. The Jews would
convert their property—which is always con-
vertible—into the bonds and securities of the
most substantial nations of the earth; pre-
ferably into our own, and, taking these back
to their country, would attract thither the
annual tribute of gold payable on the
securities, In such a case, the alliance of
their co-religionist Rothschild with the Bank
of England might prove a serious embarrass-
ment. We may be a long way off such a
crisis, It may, indeed, never overtake us,
but minor complications may arise earlier
than we suppose. Then the nation at large
would revolt against the indignity and danger
involved in the lightest encroachment on the
absolute independence of the Bank of
England.”

The following extract from the account
published by the Shah of Persia of his recent
visit to BEurope has a certain inferest in this
direction. The Shah writes: * When I was
in Paris I was waited upon by the distin-
guished Jew, Rothschild, whois very wealtby.
We talked togother, when he requested wme
earnestly to treat with kindness the Jews of
Persia. I replied: I have been told that thy
property and that of thy kinsmen amounts to
five hundred millions. Therefore [ think it
would be well if thou and thy kinsmen were
to purchase of one of the governments some
large tract of land for five and twenty millions,
in which all Jews of the glube might settle
and you might be their chiefs, and govern
them with justice and gentleness, so that
they should no longer be dispersed in different
countries for want of a country of théir own.”’
In how many ways the idea of the reconstruc-
tion of the Israelitish nationality is being
mooted. They are so many streaks of the
coming dawa,
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The Monetary Gazette speaks in terms of
deprecation, of the influence being acquired
by the Rothschilds over the Bank of
England. Itsays:

“ The growing influence of the Rothschilds
in the Bank of England since the appoint-
ment of Mr. A. C. de Rothschild as a
director, is also the subject of much comment,
and notwithstanding the high personal
esteem in which that gentleman, as well ag
the whole of the fumily which he represents
there, is held, it is felt that the growth of
that influence cannot be recorded with
unqualified public favour. And yet the
misgivings do not arise from any distrust in
the personal character and integrity of the
illustrious house of Rothschild. If tradition
teaches us faithfully, its founder laid the
basis of its then unsuspected greatness in acts
of rare and scrupulous honesty, which
attracted royal notice, and led to the enlarge-
ment of royal favour and confidence. From
that day to this the name of Rothschild has
been a synonym of integrity as well as of
financial power, and it is a marvellous fact
which cannot be too well remembered in
these times, when default is fashionable, and
may become still more so, that there never
yet has been the slightest default in any one
of the loans with the introduction of which
this house has been associated. But the
whole family has always shown itself unsur-
passingly keen in its instinets of money
making, and it owes its fabulous wealth as
much to this aggressive activity as to its
scrupulous honour. It is now asserted that
the great financial house has acquired undue
influence over the Bank of England, and can
almost lead it whichever way it will, and
does so lead it for the sake of its assistance in
the many large undertakings which it
operates. Far be it from us to impeach the
motives of a house that stands so proudly on
its honourable antecedents, but complications

may arise when the interests of the Bank of
England and of the Rothschilds may be hostile
to each other. It would not be unfair to
distrust the ¢ bias’ in such a crisis.”

The article i8 interesting as an illustration
of the extraordinary situation of things which
gives the Jews such a preponderating
influence in the affairs of the mations., Itis
unquestionably the work of God in prepara-
tion for the great crisis at the door, when
“the ships of Tarshish first,”’ shall bring
Israel’s sons ¢“ from far, their silver and their
gold with them.”  That the financial power
of the world should be concentrated in the
hands of a Jewish family,is a remarkable
sign of the times.

What an astounding illustration of the
same subject the world has witnessed within
the last few days. The English government
(headed by a Jew) decides to buy the
Egyptian interest in the Suez Canal, but
lacks the ready money which the negotiation
requires.  What does it do? It applies to
another Jew—Rothschild, who furnishes the
money, and makes £250,000 by the transac-
tion.

Meanwhile, it is interesting to learn that
¢ The Turkish government has issned a
firman permitting the construction of a port
at Jaffa, and a railway from that town to
Jerusalem.” Also that the German colonists
at Jorusalem have exerted themselves to
render access to Jerusalem easier and less
exposed to danger and uncertainty by
forming, in concert with several Russiar
settlers, an association for supplying means of
transport and conveyance between Jafta and
Jerusalem. They have already put twenty-
five carriages and fifty horses on the road,
which is thus rendered perfectly safe for
travellers. Everything points one way, viz.,
the rapidly approaching realization of the
hope of Israel. God speed His glorious work,
for which a goodly number are intently
watching and praying.

The Christadelpbian,

He is not ashamed to call them brethren.--(Heb. ii. 11.)

JANUARY, 1876.

THE past year has been an eventful one, as
regards the development of the signs of the
times. What may we not see during 18762

On the very first day of 1875, the bethren
were made glad by the restoration of the
Spanish meaarchy for which they had been
looking, but of which there appeared no
immediate symptoms until the very occur-

rence of the event itself. (They are now
looking for the rastoration of the French
monarchy, however unlikely that event may
appear at the present moment: the reason
in this case being the same as in the case of
Spain: that according to the Apocalypse
the ten leading monarchies of the Roman
system are in existence at the apjearing of
Christ and unite in their antagonism to
him.)

Next came the launching of the Montefiore
memorial scheme for the regeneration of
Jerusalem, and the Holy Land in general: a
scheme which though not yet greatly
advanced, is an organic thing, and not a
suggestion: a great fact in the handsof a
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responsible committee of London Jews, and
not merely a proposal for debate. It is like
a plant actually put in the ground: it is
small at present, but its roots are in the
soil, and it is being tended and guarded,and
must in the nature of things grow and
develop. Its existence has acquired a fresh
significance from the events that have since
transpired in relation to the Power that as
yet holds the country to which the scheme
has reference. It looks like the preparation
ot Providence against the hour close upon
us, when Turkey will have crumbled to
pieces, and when a Jewish not a Gentile
occupation of the long-desolate land of
Israel, is the prophetic necessity of the
situation.

Next in order, while the Montefiore scheme
was slowly engaging the attention of the
Jews throughout the world, came the insur-
rection on the north-western provinces of
Turkey: then the declaration of Turkish
insolvency: then the re-opening of the
Eastern Question by Russia, Austria, and
Germany: and finally,the advance (peaceable
though it is) of Britain upon Egypt, to secure
her Indian communications against the
perils involved in the breaking up of the
Turkish empire, and the possible seizure of
Egypt by the powerful neighbouron Turkey’s
northern borders.

All these events are so signally in the
channel of our expectations (entertained for
many years past on the strength of the sure
word of the prophecy), that we cannot but
feel, on entering the new year, both thanks-
giving for the almost visible operations of the
hand of God in the affairs of the nations
during the past twelve months; and strong
hopes that a much longer period will not
elapse without the great occurrence to
which they all point, and on which many
hearts in various parts of the world are set
with strong desire: the re-appearance of
him to whom is appointed the great work of
breaking up the system of the present
evil world, and establishing a new order of
things, in which, after a transition period of
terrible experiences of judgment, all the
nations of the earth will be blessed. Christ’s
own heart is much more intently on the
situation than ours can ever be: and while
he saith, ¢ Surely, I come quickly,” doth not
every true heart fervently respond, “ Even
s0, Lord Jesus, come quickly.”

SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

THE EASTERN QUESTION — THE
POLITICAL EUPHRATES NEARLY
DRY—BRITAIN TAKES HER POSITION
IN EGYPT.
WITH a rapidity almost startling, events
hurry after one another in the development
of the Eastern Question. The declaration
of Turkish insolvency and the unveiling
of Russian designs, have been followed by a
movement on the part of England which in
the field of politics, amounts to the occupa-~
tion of Egypt by the English Government.
The British Government has purchased the
Egyptian Government's share in the Suez
Canal for four millions sterling. On the
face of it, it is & commercial transaction,
and it is decried as such by the opponents
of the Disraeli Cabinet, no doubt with good
reason, it it were merely such; for it is an
unheard-of and unconstitutional thing for a
government to employ the public money in
speculating in shares. But the answer of
the papers who support the government
action, is, that it 1s only commercial on the
surface; that underneath, it is a great
political movement, kaving for its object the
protection of England’s communication with
India from the peril involved in the break-
up of the Turkish Empire, and the passing
of that Empire into northern hands. And
this is, of course, its character; for apart
from a political object, a government would
never buy shares, especially without
consulting Parliament, with whom ex-
clusively the authority for such a transaction
would lie.

In conjunction with the acquisition of the
Suez Canal, a British political “nission”
has been despatched to Egypt to assist in
the administration of the country. The
mission consists of Mr. Stephen Cave, Her
Majesty’s Paymaster General, and a number
of military and other officers whose names
are duly gazetted in the public prints. This
mission goes to Egypt at the request of the
Viceroy, whose finances are in disorder, and
who prefers, in the impending ruin of the
Turkish Empire, to place himself in English
hands. Egypt is, in fact, virtually annexed
to England; for though the political form of
things remains for the moment as it was,
the foundation is laid for that British
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protectorate which will spring into a
political fact before the rising Eastern
Storm. The Financier well says “ We have
at last the distinct intimation sent forth, as
may be said, to the nations of the earth
that the British =gis is spread over Egypt
and the high road to our Indian Empire.”

The knowledge of these facts caused a
great sensation everywhere. On the
Continent, the effect might be described as
consternation. The Continental Powers
have been so accustomed to the passiveness
which has characterised the foreign policy
of England under Liberal rule, that they
were unprepared for the boldness and
promptitude implied in the secret acquisition
of a territorial footing in Egypt at a time
when Egypt, as a constituent part of the
Turkish Empire, was in danger from the
manceuvring of the northern military
powers. As the Times says: “There is an
audacity about it which we do not generally
associate with the acts of a British Ministry.
We seem to trace in it the hand of Mr.
Disraeli. While people are looking towards
the East in doubt and apprehension, the
Queen’s Government resolves on an act
which will at once fix the regards of the
world. No waiting for Parhament, no
feeling of public opinion, no mysterious
hints to prepare the city and the country
for something remarkable. The nation
awakes to find that it has acquired a heavy
stake in the security and well-being of
another distant land, and that it will be
held by all the world to h2ve entered on a
new phase of Lastern policy. Thisimportant
act of the Britisk Government will be
regarded as a demonstration, and something
more--a declaration of intentions and a
commencement of action upon them.”

As regards the English view of the case,
which no doubt represents the sober facts of
the case from a human point of view, the
Daily Telegraph well says:

“The British public are delighted with
what has been done, because they under-
stand how thisopportunity nnitesadvantages
which could scarcely have come together in
any other form. It gives us a footing that
can offend no friendly Powers, with rights
good and useful agamnst an enemy; it
peacefully makes that flag paramount over
the Canal which covers seven-tenths of the
shipping passing through; it quietly con-
stitutes the Empress ot India trustee of the
high road leading thither; it secures to the

world the sustentation of a work indispens-
able to modern intercourse which could
have been assured by no other event; it
links the interests of England and Egypt in
a manner free of provocation to any Power;
while, finally, it does announce to Europe,
but in a method absolutely the most pacific
and inoffensive which could be conceived,
that England has a policy, and a firm one,
and stands between the Continents, without
menace and without fear, prepared to
defend those rights which no one disputes,
but something may endanger. No doubt
this last and least announced meaning of
the recent purchase is that which lies at the
bottom of the public satisfaction.”

Foreigners have been quick to see the
meaning of this movement of England’s in
Egypt. No better illustration of this can be
given than the following extract from the
Moscow Gazette, which shows what Russians
think of it:—

“ There can be no doubt as to the political
importance of the event. England's ancient
preponderance has been immensely increased
by the acquisition of property rights—that
is, territorial rights in Egypt. England
most unceremoniously has taken the lead in
partitioning Turkey. The Engiish have long
been accustomed to have everything theirown
way in Asia, Africa, and Australa, to do
what they please in all parts of the world,
and to rule the seas without fearing or,
indeed, expecting opposition. They now no
longer content themselves with seizing
distant lands, but pocket the key to the
whole of Southern and Eastern Lurope,
constituting themselves the sole and absolute
judges of what is good and profitable for the
other countries concerned. We all know
the jealousy and supercilious kawuteur mark-
ing British policy towards other countries,
We have not forgotten the furious rage
excited by the Khiva campaign; we remein-
ber the envious intrigue by which England
endeavoured to tie Russia’s hands and place
a horde of Central Asiatic nomads under the
protection of International law. Now that
Lingland has seized the Suez Canal, is there
any one so naive as to anticipate that other
countries’ interests will be impartially pro-
tected by Great Britain.”

The Nord, of Brussels, (usually the
mouthpiece of Russian policy) says:—

“The step taken by England affects the
countries bordering on the Mediterranean,
especially France, and it seems impossible
for the affair to be completed without an
international arrangement. The management
of the Suez Canal by England, should such
be undertaken, would amount to a sheer
act of confiscation. Unless it be desired that
the civilising work of the canal bucome a
mere instrument of trade, arrangemeuts
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must be made to render this radical change
compatible with the interest of the whole
world by means of solid guarantees.”

Agreeably with this suggestion, we hear
from Berlin that Russia will probably
propose un International Conference on the
Suez Canal question, and that if England
does not consent, Russia will claim the
liberty to do as she likes in the Eastern
question. A later report states the idea
of an international conference about the
Suez Canal has been abandoned, presumably
on account of the scorn with which the
suggestion has been received in England.

In Turkey, the effect has been peculiar.
The correspondent of the Standard at
Vienna, telegraphs that the purchase by
Great Britain of the Khedive's interest in
the Suez Canal has caused the greatest
consternation, The Sultan has ordered a
committee to be appomted for the inspec-
tion of the army, and to make preparations
for war. The forts on the Bosphorus and the
forts and harbour batteries at Crete are
being armed with Krupp guns.

ENGLAND AND EGYPT INDISSOLUBLY
ASSOCIATED.

One thing certain and satisfactory is that
England having taken the step she has, she
cannot recede; and her interests are hence-
forward indissolubly connected with Egypt.
This is very forcibly pointed out by the
Liverpool Mercury, in an article in which
dissatisfaction is expressed at the act of the
government. The article contains this
passage:—

“The only thing we can see is that
Mr. Disraeli, by his precipitate action has
tied the hands of all future governments.
Up to now everybody was free to do as he
listed. Henceforward any government
having to deal with the Eastern Question
must perforce begin with a protectorate of
Egvpt. We do not like to be tied in this
way. We would rather be in the position
of doing the best we could for the nation at
large, without letting personal influences
creep in. Furthermore, England, through
the action of her Government, has, so to
speak, ‘thrown down the glaive.” We all
know in general, though we cannot get at
the detail, how Russia and Austria are
aungering for a war with Turkey. No man
who is not an absolute fool can suppose

that what is, by a misapplication of terms,
called the ‘Turkish Empire,’ can live very
Iong. Russia is arming; Austria is arming.
Germany is arming for the purpose of
looking after Russian movements. France
is arming for the sake of looking after
German movements. Italy is arming. Even
England is arming. What can all this
arming mean, if not a general war? And if
a general war, who are to be involved in it?
Clearly England, now that she is committed
by Mr. Disraeli to the protectorate of Egypt.”

THE RELATION OF DISRAELI'S
GOVERNMENT TO THE MATTER.

The Times remarks: “It is well in this
phase of our history to have a government
to whom the forming of decisive resolutions
is more congenial than it is to the earnest
champions of domestic reform.” Thisis an
allusion to the change of governinent that
took place some two years ago, and shows
retrospectively how important and necessary
was that change of government which had
been pointed out as a necessity by Dr.
Thomas, but which seemed on all human
grounds utterly improbable, and astonished
equally Mr. Gladstone and Mr. Disraeli
himself. There can be little doubt that the
Government of Mr. Gladstone, having a
totally different foreign policy, would have
acted differently from Mr. Disraeli on the
present occasion. In a letter to the Times
on the Suez Canal purchase, Lord Sandhurst
gives the readers of that paper to under-
stand that several years ago, the very
interest now acquired by England in the
Suez Canal was proposed to be acquired by
“an influential capitalist” on the simple
condition of “a declaration of British
support,” but “ that declaration was denied
for reasons of political prudence, and the
project fell through in consequence.”” Lord
Sandhurst adds: “It seems to me that
Mr. Gladstone’s Government was sufficiently
justified in guarding itself against an undue
assumption of responsibility in a matter so
grave as an important, and perhaps a hasty,
resolution affecting the Eastern Question.
On the other hand, times have changed,
The Eastern Question has advanced and is
advancing. A financial operation such as
that to which Mr. Disraeli and Lord Derby
have now committed themselves ecannot
wait if it is to be carried throngh. Under
these circumstances, without hazarding the
slightest insinuation that Mr. Gladstone’s
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Government was weak or wanting in
initiation in this great matter, it is very
probable that Mr. Disraeli and Lord Derby
are right now.”

The substitution of 2 Tory for a Liberal
government in préparation for the present
crisis is therefore manifestly exhibited in the
light of an act of God, by that invisible
ministration of the angels usually styled
‘“ providence.” It was brought about by
confusing the counsels of the Liberal party.
The Liberal strength exceeded the Tory
strength. The niimber of Liberal votes polled
exceeded the Tory votes by something over
a million, speaking from memory; but an
overplus of Liberal candidates, originating in
many localities in personal animosities,
(providentially manipulated without doubt),
divided the Liberal strength, and in many
cases, almost allowed the Tory candidate to
get to the head of the poll with a smaller
number of votes than their Liberal rivals
mustered between them. In this way, con-
trary to all human expectations, the Tory
British Lion war-party found itself in power
with a large majority for the first time in
forty years; and now stands at the front as
a potent agency in the development of the
latter-day situation.

THE SUEZ CANAL AND THE ANGLO-
JEWISH COLONIZATION OF THE
HOLY LAND.

A similar manitestation of providential
manipulation is visible in the matter of
the Suez Canal. 1t was to be the means of
bringing England into her right relation to
Jehovah's land. Dr. Thomas saw this
distinetly at the time, and as most of our
readers recollect, wrote to Earl Granville,
advising him to take possession of it. But
England was opposed to it, even from the
first hour of its projection. Her view was
that a canal across the isthmus of Suez
would give France undue influence in Egypt,
and therefore the power, in an emergency,
of seriously embarrassing England in her
relations with the East. She also shared the
view entertained by most countries that
such a canal would be a blow at England’s
supremacy on the sea, in so far as it would
open a path to Eastern trade for the ports of
the Mediterranean, and divert that trade, in
some degree at least, from British hands.
She therefore opposed the construction of

the canal in the days of Lord Palmerston, and
interposed every obstacle to the carrying-
out of the enterprise when decided on.

And lo, the canal which was to hurt
England, is found to be the vital artery of
English commerce, and the canal which she
tried to prevent the construction of in the
days of Palmerston, she becomes proprietor
of in the days of Disraeli.

And what isinvolved in this extraordinary
change in affairs? It has always been seen
that the English possession of the Suez
Canal would involve the establishment of
Jjurisdiction in the Holy Land, on the ground
that as the possession of the canal is essen-
tial to her Indian communications, so the
possession of Palestine was necessary for the
protection of the canal, as any one may see
by aglance at the map. With Palestine in
the hands of Russia (when Turkey shall go
finally to pieces), the canal would be at the
mercy of that power, who could easily stop
the use of it in case of war. It has therefore
always been argued that when Britain should
make her final move on Egypt, she must
establish herself in the Holy Land; in which
event the return of the Jews would be both
a natural result and a political necessity, as
no other race could be induced to occupy
the country. This very idea is now being
ventilated in the public press. A paragraph
appears in the Standard with the heading:

“RETURN OF THE JEWS TO
PALESTINE.”
(It is refreshing, and characteristic of the
latter days in which welive to see such a
heading in the papers). The paragraph is
as follows:

“There is a curious theory abroad in
connection with the recent purchase of the
Suez Canal shares—a theory which, though
no importance may be attached to it, is
curious as showing the direction in which
people’s thoughts have a tendency to drift.
According to this the acquisition of a strong
influence in Egypt, towards which the
purchase of these shares is a considerable
step, will involve further action of a most
remarkable kind. Should the collapse ot
the Ottoman Empire come about, as seems
now inevitable; and should Russia claim a
large share of the spoil, as seems only too
probable, the English position in Egypt-—so
runs the tale —~would be strategically weak on
the side of Syria and Palestine. It would then
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become a matter of necessity for England to
acquire a position in these countries, if not
absolutely to undertake their protection.
But let England once be the paramount
Power in Palestine, and the signal is given
for the return of the Jews to their own land.
That this should come about under English
auspices is said to be the hope of Mr.
Disraeli himself. Whether that be so or not,
it would be a most. worthy ambition for any
English statesman that his country should
have the great honour of aiding the fulfil-
ment of the old promises, and helping to
restore the chosen people to the land which
is certainly to be theirs again.”

MR. DISRAELYI'S “DAY DREAM.”

It will be observed in the foregoing para-
graph, that allusion is made to “ the hope of
Mr. Disraeli himself,” concerning the revival
of Jewish nationality under English auspices.
Another interesting reference of the same
sort occurs in a recent issue of the Rock.
That paper says “ A late noble lord used to
tell that, when congratulating our present
Premier on his accession to high office, the
right honourable gentleman spoke of the
possibility ot his being permitted to aid in
some such movement as * the day-dream of
his life!” But who can say that if his life
be spared for only a few more years, this
¢ day-dream” may not be realized? The
Crimean war, if bootless in other respects,
at least had the effect of extorting from the
Sultan the repeal of the cruel law which
forbade the purchase of land by the Jews in
his dominions. They are, therefore, now
free to acquire possession, or re-possession,
of “the glorious land’ (Dan. xi. 40),
whenever other circumstances may seem
propitious for the move. And, looking at
the rapidity with which great events now
succeed each other, and remembering that
¢the time to favour Zion’is evidently near
at hand, we may expect to see the last
stumbling-blocks speedily taken out of the
way.”

The Rock further remarks as follows
concerning the fact of one Jew (Mr.
Disraeli) projecting the purchase of the
Canal, and another Jew (Rothschild)
finding the money:—

“Late on last Friday afternoon—it was
the day of the great Lgyptian surprise—
Baron Rothschild’s carriage stood for a

considerable time at the Premier’s door.
How the twain must have talked! How
they must have chuckled over the success
of a move which required the courage of a
Disraeli to devise and the purse of a
Rothschild to carry out! Both in its
conception and its execution the coup was
perfect. It changed in a moment the
political situation. It shows that England
will not again embroil herself in the affairs
of ‘the Sick Man, and will therefore
leave the course clear for the accomplish-~
ment of the mighty ckanges which all
prophecy bids us expect as preparatory to
the return of Israel and Judah to the land
of their fathers.” ”

PROGRESS OF THE INSURRECTION
AND THE STEADY DECLINE OF
TURKEY.

The insurrection in the Herzegovina is
both alive and makes headway, notwith-
standing the prevalence of winter; and the
prospects of the Turkish Empire becoma
more and more gloomy. The following
items illustrative of these points will be
read with interest:—

“The news from Eastern Europe becomes
more serious. There appears to be every
probability that the Candiotes (the in-
habitants of Crete) whose long struggle
with the Turkish Government is still fresh
in memory, will rise once more, In fact, if
the insurrection in Western Turkey con-
tinues through the winter, there is no
telling how far it will spread, nor when it
will stop; and there is not the smallest
chance of its being suppressed. In con-
nection with this matter the letter from the
special correspondent of the T¢mes at Pera
is especially worth reading. He says, “ Let
the revolt only go through the winter, as it
is most likely to do, and competent persons
assure me July will see the holders of
Ottoman Stock disappointed of the whole of
their dividends, as they will be in January
of half of them,” The same writer plainly
states what the intentions of Russia are,
and they have been set forth to the
correspondent by no less a person than
General Ignatieff himself. Turkey is told
she must reform, but to reform is impossible,
and the result must Le disintegration,
For that result Russia can calmly wait,
In fact, the conviction of St. Petersburg
statesmen is the same that it was twenty-
two years ago. Turkey is a sick man —sick
unto death; but the policy of St. Peters.
burg is a little altered. Russia’s present
game is a waiting game.—Several Papers.

“ But as the military power of the Turks
has waned, and as a bureaucracy has grown
up with all the faults and none of the
energy and vigour of that institution in
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civilised countries, the conditions of the
Christians in Turkey has deteriorated from
year to year. They have not even gained
by the successes of some among their own
number. The emancipation of the Greeks
has merely given freedom to a race of
plunderers by profession, who are avenging
themselves for long years of servitude by
fleecing alike their ancient masters and
their former comrades in slavery. Nor
have the Christian peasants profited by the
rise of many Armenians to power; for these
wolves in sheep’s clothing are to the full as
grasping, as lnxurious, and as unscrupulous
as the most overbearing and sensual of the
Turks, and they have introduced into the
Empire, and into the palaces of its rulers,
an extravagance and a reckless profusion of
which the older Turks knew nothing, and
out of which the Armenians have
known very well how to make enor-
mous profits at the expense of the
suffering thousands who have long groaned
under a taxation which is now intolerable.

The condition of the empire is indeed most
serious; and if its ruler possessed the vigour
and genius of even his boldest and wisest
ancestor, he might well be appalled at the
task which lies before him and his succes-
sors. As it is, being neither vigorous nor
wise, being fenced round by bad advisers
who conceal the truth from him, and lapped
in aluxury which would enervate a Hercules,
he calmly lets the days go by which, by slow
and sure degrees, are leading up to the
destruction of his power.”—Constantinople
Correspondent of the Daily Telegraph.

“The telegraph has informed you how
the government of the Sublime Porte, in
consequence of the large number of Monte-
negrins who are daily joining the insurgents
in Herzegovina, has addressed ‘some com-

laints to the ambassadors of Austria and

ussia, urging them to remonstrate with the
Prince of Montenegro and prevail upon him
to exercise a more vigilant control over his
people. The representatives of these two
Great Powers have shown no unwillingness
to comply with the request of the Sultan’s
Ministers; but it is difficult to see what
results may be expected from their admoni-
tions. The condition to which the disturb-
ances of the Provinces adjoining Montenegro
have brought that little Principality, deprive
Prince Danilo of all power to act in the
matter. Swarms of terrorized fugitives from
the insurgent districts are daily invading his
little territory. The means of subsistence
which his bare mountains afford—hardly
sufficient for their native inhabitants in
ordinary times, are almost entirely exhausted
by the influx of so many destitute strangers.
Actual famine begins toreign in Montenegro,
and the cattle which those helpless refugees
are driving along with them in their flight
have caused serious apprehension of the
spread of the foot and mouth disease. Under

snch circumstances the migration of the
able-bodied men whom sympathy for the
cause of their Herzegovinian brethren
induces to go forth as volunteers to the scene
of strife, brings a most welcome relief to the
many mouths that there are to be fed, and
the Prince of Montenegro may with good
reason observe that his frontier could be
more efficiently guarded were not tae savage
character which the Sultan’s troops have
given to the internecine warfare in Herzego-
vina driving the helpless population of that
district across the borders in such over-
whelming numbers. Feor of all the conflicting
reports which reach us day by day of
the encounters in which both parties with
emphasis claim the victory, and of which
flaming accounts circulate through every
organ of the European press, this only may
be accepted as truth, that there is but little
stand-up, decisive fighting, and much cold-
blooded massacreing of the wunresisting
multitude.

“On the whole, one can see nothing encour-
aging in the prospects of the forthcoming
winter—no chance either of a pacific solution
or of a warlike jssue of the contest; nothing
to be hoped from the schemes of well-mean-
ing mediators for a reorganization of the
disturbed provinces on terms insuring
equality between the Christian and Mussul-
man subjects of the Porte, by the admission
of the Christians into mixed Provisional
Councils and Courts of Law. The experi-
ment of such institutions has been tried.

The failure of a first attempt might be no
argument against a new and better contrived
arrangement, if,—lst, the trial could be
made in a season of comparative order and
quiescence of popular passions; 2nd, if
Turkey were a thoroughly isolated state,
and not surrounded by countries whose
government or people deem themselves
interested in prolonging and aggravating
her disorders; and 3rd, if remedy could be
found for the corruption and utter demoral-
isation of the functionaries, great and small,
to whose hands the reforms in the adminis-
tration would have to be entrusted. In
other words, the thing would be possible if
it were not impossible.—The Times Corres-
pondent at Pera.

THE RUSSIAN ATTITUDE.

Meanwhile, it is evident that Russia is
preparing for emergencies. The British
correspondent of the Daily News telegraphs
that “ Russia insists on a joint intervention
in Turkey with Austria: but if the latter
declines the part assigned to her, Russia
will, if expedient, interfere alone.” Russian
troops are on the move in large masses. A
telegram from St. Petersburgh says: “In
accordance with special orders received here
from Livadia, three divisions of troops,
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stationed in the military district of St.
Petersburgh, are to be placed in readiness
for service by the 18th inst. All the troops
stationed in the south ot Russia are said to
be in readiness for active service.” The
Vienna correspondent of the Daily News
writes: “In official, and especially in
military circles, it has been well known
that not only at the present time, but for
five months past, Russia has been busy at
work moving a considerable mass of troops
towards her western and southern borders.
These proceedings have not caused any un-
easiness here, nor lead to the slightest
military preparation on this side of the
Polish border. This can only be explained
by the existence of some understanding,
Austria and Russia Dbeing on the most
friendly footing.”

The same correspondent telegraphs:
¢ Russian advices from Moscow state that
two of the railway companies in Russia
have resolved to send an address to the
Government, complaining of the incon-
venience, loss of traffic, and interference
with rolling stock, through the continuous
transport of troops and military stores for
several months” A later telegram states
that the Russian Government had resolved
to indemnify the company.

THE GENERAL PROSPECT.

The Liverpool Mercury under the heading
of “ War Rumours,” says:

“Once more the Eastern breezes come
laden with rumours of war. It is true they
are but fitful—sighing along in under cur-
rentsto-day, amere capfulof wind to-morrow
a stiff breeze the next day, falling to a
whisper the day following. A sudden stroke
of policy on the part of our own Government,
as unexpected as it has for years past been
unprecedented, has raised the breeze to half
a gale. In purchasing the Suez Canal shares
held by the Khedive of Egypt, the British
Cabinet has rolled another tar barrel into
the middle of a most inflammable question,
for use in case the great European bonfire
should break out at last.

“Whether we are actually on the eve of a
great War in Europe we do not pretend to
decide; but that all the elements necessary
to the bringing about and prosecuting such
a war are in actual and active existence, no
one with eyes to see and ears to hear, can
for a moment doubt. It is all very well for
great military potentates to goabout visiting
each other and instructing semi-official
organs to report that their only object is to

¢ cement peace.” The question is, does what
they are doing all the time justify what they
profess to be talking about ? If the result of
the Emperor Alexander's visit to the German
Emperor had been a reduction of workmen
in the Russian naval yards, and a partial
disbandment, however small, of the German
army, the mind of Europe would probably
have been reassured. The same may be said
of the interchange of visits between the
Emperor of Austria, the Emperor of Ger-
many, and the King of Italy. = Everywhere
the commanders of legions are strengthening
themselves for the battle, while pretending
that no battle is forthcoming. Even this
country is driven by the prevailing example
to join in the race for power in preterence to
proposing a partial disarmament. In the
first place, therefore, we pay little heed to
peaceable professions accompanied by warlike
preparation.’”’

Another paper says:

“ While there is peace there is hope, and
this, probably, is all the negative comfort to
be extracted from the present situation. The

ortents are ominous enough. The Sick

an is sick almost untodeath, His troubles
grow complicated. The wretched insurrec-
tion in the Herzegovina, which would have
been suppressed by any vigorous nation in a
couple of weeks, still drags its slow length
along, and becomes serious, not on account
of its direct importance, but the pretext it
affords tor foreign countries to meddle with
the internal affairs of the Turkish Empire.
There will be a large heritage to divide if
the sublime Porte is extinguished in Europe,
and Austria and Russia no doubt expect to
be substantial gainers in the partition. Ger-
many, too, for some hidden reason, seems to
make common cause with these aggressive
states, and thus the three Eastern Powers
are in league against the Turkish Empire.
For that effete and scandalous nation we
have no apology to offer; it would be a gain
to civilization and propriety that the Ma-
homedan dynasty were driven across the
Bosphorus into Asia; and no European
people are concerned to maintain the present
status quo out of sympathy with Ottoman
misrule. But if there is to be a division of
the territory —if the equilibriuma of nations
is to be disturbed, and the strong to be still
stronger—it is indispensable that we should
be careful that these new arrangements are
not inimical to our interests or threatening
to our safety. We cannot be indifferent
spectators of the solution of the Turkish
question. It is not likely that we, or any
other nation, will take up arms for the
maintainance of the political anachronism
in the East. It is impossible to prop up
that which is utterly rotten. It must

i crumble to pieces sooner or later, and the

catastrophe seems to be near at hand. The
internectne strife, the unfriendly pressure
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from without, the financial embarrassments,
and the general disrepute of the Turkish
Government—all point to a tremendous
crash impending.”

The Birmingham Daily Mail says:

“There is undoubtedly a return of the
serious ‘sickness’ which threatened the
dissolution of the Turkish Empire in 1854.
Whether there has been any considerable
improvement in the health of the invalid is
indeed open to question, but stimulants, in
the shape of foreign loans, have kept him
alive. The revolt in Herzegovina, followed
immediately by the financial crash, has
revealed the true state of affairs. Again,
therefore, we see gathered round the
patient the group of anxious statesmen, all
ot them with the profession of physicians,
many with the hope of becoming executors.
The most serious aspect of the affair as
regards Turkey herself. There is no such
feeling in this country as existed in 1854,
that the integrity of ge Ottoman Empire is
to be maintained by English help, If, then,
the remonstrances of Russia are intended to
partake of the character of threats, there
will not stand between the word and the
blow the same protecting power on which
Turkey previously relied. England has no
longer the desire, and France has not the
same power to arrest the Russian march
into the Danubian provinces.”

BRITISH PREPARATIONS:

The British army has been * mobilised”
or placed on a footing admitting of rapid
movement in case of need. It is not large
compared with the military hordes of the
Continent, as to which the St. Petersburg
@Golos, having enumerated the various corps
composing it, remarks: “ And this, then, is
the mighty force which causes the Zimes
newspaper to assume so menacing and
supercilious a tone. The brief abstract we
have received of the Times’ article does not
s yet give us a clear idea with what object
this article has been written, and what is
the meaning of the very strange mo-
bilisation measures attributed to the British
‘War Office.”

The principal point of interest to the
brethren in Britain, in connection with this
matter, is the absence of any immediate
idea at all events, of reaching to conscrip-
tion. The Daily News, referring to the
subject, says, “ We have no fear that the
regular army will ever be recruited in that
manner. Conscription is out of harmony
with the institutions of this country.
Parliament could not be induced to grant

it, nor could any government enforce it if
it became law. We must continue to
recruit our army by voluntary enlistment;
and if we find that the process is attended
with new difficulties, we must adapt the
terms of service to the character and
habits of our people.”

On the same subject, the Duke of
Cambridge, Commander-in-Chief of the
British Forces, expressed himself as follows
at a banquet in London, in the beginning of
December :—

“ When they saw the enormous exertions
which were being made by other countries
to place their military establishments on a
greatly enlarged footing, compared with
what they had been heretofore, it wounld be,
he thought, the height of folly —to use a
strong term—if we did not try to go as far
as we could, at all events, in our military
reforms, Peace should be the order of
things throughout the world. (Cheers.)
But he could not help coming to the
conclusion that we have not arrived at that
happy period when all thoughts of warlike
operations will be put on one side.
(Cheers.) Look at the state of the world
in general; look at what all the great
empires were doing, and would any man tell
him that under those circumstances the
mere wish for peace which they enter-
tained ought to make us think that there
was no possibility of a warlike state
arising? It might be before they were
many years older. It was really so serious
a matter that it was impossible for a man in
his position to dwell too strongiy upon it, or
to reframn from inducing his fellow-country-
men, if possible, to agree with him in that
view. If they were right in that view,
they ought to put the navy and army in the
most efficient position. (Loud cheers.) He
would, of course, say, in reference to the
large establishments of other countries,
that he did not for a moment ask them to
maintain anything so large; and, for this
simple reason, they could not do it. They
had not the means; they had not the area
from which men could be got; they were
not so numerous; but there was another
and more serious reason—they had not
conscription. His own idea was that it was
absurd to imagine that conscription could
ever be made to ‘ go down ’in this country.
(Cheers.) The only question is whether it
might not be under certain circumstances
not only allowable but desirable for the
militia.”

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS,

J.H.S.—1 Cor. iii. 12-15, you will find
explained in the ChristaMslphian for April,
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1875, p. 186; the other passage (1 Cor. vii.
86-37) is explained in the same number, p.
185, in answer to F.W. The third question
(relating to matrimony) you will find
answered in the Christadelphian for No-
vember, 1875, p. 517,

W.A.— 1f the righteousness of Christ
can save others from death (that is, from
dying at all, as in the case of Enoch,

liyah, and those alive at his coming), would
not that righteousness have the same or even
more powerful effect on himself 27

Part of the righteousness of Christ was
his death; which was the necessary declara-
tion of the righteousness ot God.—(Rom.
iii. 25.) With this part of his righteous-
ness, Enoch and Eljjah identified themselves
by sacrifice, and latter-day believers, by
baptism into his death; and, therefore,
there is no absolute need for their death.
But Christ could not escape it: his death,
as their rapresentative, was the necessary
foundation of the release of the others, and
of himself (by resurrection) as one of them.
Without it none of them could have
escaped. If the righteousness of Christ
include his death, how can we speak of that
righteousness exempting him from death ?

AccepraBLE ENCOURAGEMENT.—The fol-
lowing anonymous communication is neat,
unique, exemplary, scriptural and en-
couraging in the true semse. It will do
good to let it see the light. There are
many snch expressions at this time of the
year, but few so complete and finished:—
“Please accept of the enclosed small but
willingly-offered mite from a brother and
sister who have enough and to spare, thanks
to our gracious and merciful heavenly
Father, for the purpose of enabling anyone
of our number to get a copy of that ever.
welcome monthly visitor (the Christadel-
phian) for next year, who are unable to get
one for themselves, and who are thus pre-
vented from tasting of the many sweet,
precious, strengthenini, and what is best of
all, lasting things of which it is composed,
and who pray and long for the time when
those poor—and yet rich—but despised
people shall be exalted even to that of kings
and priests unto Him who is the former
and the upholder of all things: to whom
be the glory both now and for the age.
Anmen.”

PRAYER FOR THE AUTHORITIES.

A.A, (Y.)~Paul commanded that in the
assemblies of the saints, there should be,
“first of all, supplications, prayers, interces.
sions and giving thanks for all men, for
kings, and foi all who are in authority.”
You ask why this is not done at the meet-
ings of the brethrenin our day. As a matter
of fact, it is occasionally done, but is not a
prominent feature, owing to the absence of
the circumstances which led Paul to enjoin

it in his day. The brethren in the first
century were exposed to peril at the hands
of the authorities. Persecution of a violent
kind was a frequent occurrence. Not only
their meetings, but the tenor of their individ-
ual lives were liable to violent interference.
It was therefore an urgent matter of Petition
that “kings and all in anthority ” should
be so restrained and guided that the
saints might be allowed to lead quiet and
peaceable lives. This is the object, Paul con-
nects with his injunction to pray for the
authorities. In our day the times are
different. We live in an age when the hands
ofthe civil power have been tied in areligious
direction. We are in no danger of interfer-
ence or persecution. The absence of the
danger accounts for the absence of prayer
for protection trom it. Certainly, in so
far as the well-being of the community
affects the well-being of the house of God,
and in so far as the well-being of the com-
munity depends on the measures of those in
power, it is still a matter of reasonable
public petition that “kings and all who are
in authority” may be divinely superintended,
yes, that perchance that they may be brought
to the truth, as Paul wished concerning
Agrippa (Acts xxvi. 29), and as God is
willing that all men should do.—(1 Tim. ii. 4.)

THE DRYING OF THE EUPHRATES AND
THE APPEARING OF CHRIST.

From Rev. zvi. 12, we may be led to believe
that just before the appearing of Christ,
Turkey or the Euphratean power will be in a
shrivelled or dried-up state. 1Is it not there-
Jore necessary that the Lord appear to his
household befgre Constantinople 1s overthrown
and taken by the king of the north 2—8.D.
Answer.—The language of the verse in
question is, *“ And the sixth angel poured out
his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and
the water thereof was dried up, that the way
of the kings of the east might be prepared.”
This points to more than a *shrivelled”
state of Turkey; it points to a disappearance
of that power by exhaustion. urkey is
rapidly advancing to this catastrophe. For
fifty years she has been sinking from internal
causes, or “drying up,” and she is now on
the point of complete collapse, politically as
well as financially., But it does not follow
that the Lord must come before Russia takes
possession. The river is dried that Christ
and the saints might have an open “ way”
for the commencement of their great work
at his coming; but the drying-up which
prepares their way, opens the way for any
one ¢lse who may wish to take advantage of
it. When a river is dried, people can cross
and recross throughout the entire length.
The drying-up which prepares the way of
the kings of the east, opens also the path of the
king of the north, in so far as the exhaustion
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of Turkey makes her northern territories an
easy prey for Russia. Therefore Russia may
be in possession before the Lord appears to
his household. The appearance of the
Lord to his house is just before he smites
the assembled hosts of Gog on the moun-
tains of Israel. How long before is not
revealed, except that it is not long, as shewn
by the association of the resurrection in
Dan. xii. 2, with the Gogian crisis. Now
Gog does not come down upon the moun-
tains of Israel till the establishment of
Israel in a hasty, recent, unwalled
way, under the protectorate of Britain; and
this establishment of Israel ecannot take
place till the Euphrates is finally dr%and
the “way” for it thus prepared. hile
Russia enters the dried northern bed of the
political Euphrates, Britain takes up her
position in the southern section, under
whose protection Israel quickly returns.
We seem now on the eve of this develop-
ment. Britain taking fright at the secret
plots and conspiracies of the northern
neighbours of the Sick Man, has made a
forward move, and planted herself in
Egypt. This will, doubtless, precipitate the
crisis, and bring on a partition of Turkey.
The “ way” thus opened, there will probably
be a peaceful interval, during which the
colomzation of the Holy Land rapidly
proceeds for the strengthening of England’s
position. Jealousy of this position brings
on a renewal of the Russian advance, in
how long a time we must wait and see—
probably a few years. It is during this
peaceful interval that the Lord comes pri-
vately to his house, but not necessarily
“before” Constantinople is in the hands of
the King of the North.

BAPTISM IN THE ABSENCE OF A
BROTHER TO BAFPTIZE.

Question.—“ I have lately been striving
to understand the things concerning the
gospel of the kingdom of God, as
preached by Jesus Christ and all his
apostles, in a knowledge of which I have
been greatly assisted by studying Eilpis
Israel and Twelve Lectures, and have be-
come thoroughly convinced that without
that knowledge, true repentance, and bap-
tism into the saving name, there can be no
salvation. I am very anxious to add
myself to the number who await the coming
ot the Lord, hoping to be found worthy to
reign with him for ever. But how to do
this I am at a loss to know, for I am a long
distance from any of the true believers, and
I cannot do it for myself. By any means
give me some information how to act. I
should be very grateful; and I think it
would be of service to others as well as
myself, for there are several more in this
place who are much interested in the truth,
and although they do not say so, 1 believe

are kept back by the same motives as
myself.”"—JorN ERREY, Queensland.

Axswer.—It is a matter of little conse-
quence who performs the mechanical part of
the process of burying a man in the
likeness of Christ. Thisis shewn by the fact
that though “ Jesus made and baptised more
disciples than John, Jesus himself baptised
not, but his disciples” (John iv. 1}; also by
Paul’s statement, that Christ sent him not
to baptise, lest any should say he baptised
in his own name.—(1 Cor. i. 1.) Itis better
to have a believer, who being himself in
Christ, is in full sympathy with the act;
but in the absence of such an one, any
sober friend, having some respect for re-
ligious conviction, may be invited to
perform the part of baptiser. Anybody can
bury a dead man, which is the significance
of baptism. The efficacy of the act in no
way depends upon the administrator; it is
the enlightenment and obedience of the
subject that is the saving element in the
case: these are counted to him for righteous-
ness, even if the baptiser should turn out a
reprobate. No doubt Judas took part with
the other disciples in baptising the multi-
tudes; but his unworthiness would not
invalidate the baptism of those who passed
under his hands. The circumstances of our
day are exceptional. We live at the end of
a long night, during which God has said
nothing additional to what was committed
to the apostles. Coming to a knowledge of
the truth at such a time, and amid un-
believers, what can be done as to baptism
but to obtain the assistance of the best
disposed of our neighbours,in the absence
of brethren. In the case of a number
interested, the best way is to baptise one
another. Dr. Thomas’s case illustrates the
point. In 1847, after fifteen years’ study,
he had attained to a full knowledge of the
faith that justifies; and having no brother
in the faith to assist him in baptism, the
Dr. asked a friend to accompany him to the
water. Arrived there, he said to him, “I
desire you to immerse me. All I ask of you
is to put me under the water and pronounce
the words over me: ‘Upon confession of
your faith in the things concerning the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, I baptise you into the name of the
Father and of the Son and Holy Spirit.” I
don’t ask you for any ceremony. All that
is necessary I will do for myself, except
the mechanical part of putting me under
the water, and your utterance of these
words.” With this understanding, the Dr.’s
friend immersed him.

“ ARE BRETHREN AT LIBERTY TO EAT
BLOOD AND THINGS STRANGLED?”
W.U.—There can be no question that the

Gentile believers, while- exempt from all
obligation to keep the law of Moses, were
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commanded (Acts xv. 20, 29), to abstain
from the eating of blood and things strang-
led, and the latter because of the former;
that is things strangled were things with
blood retained in them and therefore unfit
for those forbidden to eat blood. There can
alse be no question that the black pudding
of modern use, and many fowls and rabbits
that are sold in the market would be ex-
cluded by the apostolic prohibition if it is
binding on believers of our age. Any doubt
that may exist on the question of whether it
is binding now or not, arises from the fact that
the probibition seems to have been a conces-
sion to the Jewish section of the brotherhood
in the first century, based upon the principle
of not using liberty to the hurt of others.
Thus James, on whose recommendation the
prohibition seems to have been enjoined
by the council of the apostles and elders,
who ‘“came together to consider this
matter,” gave as his reason for recommend-
ing it: “ For Moses of old time hath in every
city them that preach him, being read in
the synagogues every Sabbath day.” If this
was the object of the commandment—to
avoid needless offence to the Jews who
were all zealous of Moses and to whom it
seemed that Moses was set at nought by Gentile
believers, if besides neglecting circumcision
of the flesh, they ate things offered in sacrifice
to idols, and blood, and things strangled,
then the force of 1t would be gone in a day
like ours, when there is no Jewish element
in the brotherhood to consider. Paul's
argument on the subject would seem to
show that this was the position of the case.
On the subject of eating things that had
been offered in sacrifice to idols, for instance,
Paul argues that an idol is nothing (1 Cor.
viii. 4), and that the flesh consecrated to an
idol, and afterwards exposed for sale in the
shambles, was none the worse for the
performance, and could be eaten with
thanksgiving by an intelligent believer
(1 Cor. x. 27-30), except where the eating
was likely te be construed into a participa-
tion in idolatry. His words on the last
point place the matter in a clear light:
“ Whatsoever is set before you (that is, at a
feast) eat, asking no questions for conscience
sake. But if any man say unto you, Z4?s
is offered in sacrifice to idols, EAT NOT.”—
(1 Cor. x. 27.) This shows that in Paul’s
estimation it was a matter of indifference
as to the eating of animals that had been
offered in the 1dol worship so long as the
fact of that offering was not the reason of
the eating. So long as the matter was out
of sight, believers were at liberty to eat
even things offered in sacrifice to idols; but
when the fact was bronght forward, they
were to desist, “for his sake that showed it,
and for conscience sake . conscience
1 say, not thine own, but of the other”—
(verse 29). Nevertheless, he recommends
great caution in the use of this liberty.

¢ Howbeit,” says he (chap. viii. 7) *there is
not in every man that knowledge; for some
with conscience of the idol unto this hour,
eat it as a thing offered unto an idol, and
their conscience being weak, is defiled. But
meat commendeth us not to God, for neither
if we eat are we better, neither if we eat
not are we the worse. But take heed, lest
by any means this liberty of yours become
a stumbling-block to them thet are weak.
For if any man see thee, which hast
knowledge, sit at meat in the idol’s temple,
shall not the conscience of him that is weak
be emboldened to eat those things that are
offered unto idols. Aud through thy know-
ledge shall the weak brother perish for
whom Christ died.” From this it is evident
that Paul considered a brother at liberty
to eat that which the letter of the Council
at Jerusalem had forbidden, provided it
could be done without hurting others who
were weak; that is, those who could not see
their way to such a liberty. At first sight
it may seem strange how tne doing of a
thing not wrong in itself could hurt anyone
however weak. Paul has given the answer:
the liberty of the strong-minded brother,
misunderstood by the weakminded brother,
encourages the weakminded brother to do
that which in that weak-minded brother’s
opinton is wrong. Therefore, that which is
not wrong-doing in the other, becomes
wrong-doing 1n him, because he does it
thinking it wrong. Thus his conscience is
defiled: for so far as his relation to the
matter is concerned, he has been as dis-
tinetly guilty of wrong-deing as if they had
DLeen actually wrong: that is, to him, the
eating of the flesh has been an act of fel-
lowship with idolatry, and, therefore, as
distinctly sin as if he had worshipped the
idol.  Paul lays down the principle,
“ Whatsoever is not of faith is sin,”’ there-
fore, “he that doubteth is damned if he
eat.”—(Rom. xiv. 28.) The rule is of easy
application to every matter, involving the
question of right and wrong. If there is a
doubt, be on the safe side. If liberty is
clear, use it, only not to the detriment of
another. “One believeth that he may eat
all things . I know, and am per-
suaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is
nothing unclean in itself, but to him that
esteemeth anything to be unclean, to him it
is unclean. But if thy brother be grieved
with thy meat, now walkest thou not
charitably.  Destroy not him with thy
meat for whom Christ died . . For
meat destroy not the work of God. All
things indeed are pure, but it is evil for that
man who eateth with offence. It is good
neither to eat flesh nor to drink wine, nor
anything whereby thy brother stumbleth or
is offended, or is made weak.”—(Rom. xiv.
2,14, 15, 20, 2L.) It is evident from the
whole of the evidence that the command-
ment not to eat blood and things strangled
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was of the character suggested in the
beginning of these remarks; and that,
therefore, if things in themselves be good,
and the use of them is unattended with
spiritual harm to others, they are to be
eaten with thanksgiving of them which
believe and know the truth. ¢ Every
creature cf God is good, and nothing to be
refused if it be received with thanksgiving,
for it is sanctified by the Word of God and
prayer.”—(1 Tim. iv. 5.) When doubts
exist, let the parties concerned act on the
advice of Paul: “ Let not him that eateth
despise him that eateth not, and let not him
which eateth not judge him that eateth.”—
(Rom. xiv. 8.)

ALLEGED “CONTRADICTION.”

W.A. asksus to “reconcile” the following
statements which he alleges to be in contra-
diction of one another.

FIRST STATEMENT (Christadelphian, Oct. 1878,
p. 442.)

#1If there had been a Jew who kept the law in
all things, baving done the will of the Father
from the beginning of life, he would have been
in the very same position as the Lord Jesus him-
gelf; it would then have been in his power by
dying to cl himself from the Adami a
nation, and his righteousness would have cansed
hig resurrection from the dead. . . .
Death purifies him from hereditary condem-
nation.”

SECOND STATEMENT (Christadelphian, Nov. 1875,
p. 520.)

“Though redeemed by the firat (the moral),
we are by the second (the physical), nnder the
actual dominion of death until incorruptibility
is conferred, and if a man before then died
twenty times, he would no more be paying ‘the
claims of sin’ twenty times over than in the
case of twenty attacks of toothache. The claims
of the case exist as long as we are mortal, and we
shall continue mortal until the time arrives for
God to seal His grace to us in the great change,
and when that time arrives, it matters not
whether we are living or dead.”

The contradiction supposed to exist
between these two extracts is thus expressed
by our correspondent. “ Some time ago you
had been learning I presume, as well as
¢ watching’ for twenty-one years, and had
learnt that a man by dying would cleanse
himself from the Adamic condemnation, but
when you have been learning for twenty-
three years, you have learnt that death will
not cleanse him, but that he remainsunchang-
ed until God shall dothe work by bringing
about the great change after the judgment.”

It is an unpleasant thing for a writer
to discuss whether he has contradicted him-
self or not,and an unprofitable thing tor
those who may read. But when the cry of
“ contradiction” is raised to the detriment

of the truth, it may be necessary to take
notice of it.

We allege then that there is no contradic-
tion in the case. and that the phrase “recon-
cile” is inappropriate to the process of
demonstrating this. The two propositions, as
any one may see at a glance, relate to two
different cases; the first, to a suppositious
case of a man not sinning; the second to
those who have sinned, but are forgiven
through Christ. That which might be true
in the first case is not necessarily true in
the second.

But even if the propositions both applied
to the same case, there is an absence of
contradiction when the terms are properly
understood. That they are not understood
by W.A. is evident from his implied para-
phrase of “cleanse” as used in the first
extract by the word “change” (physical).
We did not use the word with this meaning.
Doubtless, the word cleanse, as a figurative
expression, is a little ambiguous, and gives
room for misunderstanding on the part of
those who do not candidly and patiently
consider all the explanations that have been
given, which any one is bound to do, who so
confidently and scornfully alleges the
existence of contradiction. The word
“cleanse” was used in the sense of being
delivered from the defiling sentence in the
way God’s honour required, viz., by being
carried out. It was not used in the sense of
the removal of physical blemish in the living
person: in that sense, death would be a
strange mode of cleansing: eure a mortal
man of his mortality by killing him ! Im-
mortalization is the physical cleansing; but
there is a cleansing which can only be
effected by death, and this “cleansing” is
defined in the very paragraph which is
supposed to contradict it. The language is
this: (Christadelphian, Nov. 1875, p. 520,)
“In the moral sense—that is, so far as the
requirements of God's authority are con-
cerned, one occurrence of death completesthe
vindication of the luw in question, or is all
that is necessary for it.” To put the matter
briefly, we hold at the end of twenty-three
years as we held at the end of twenty-one,
first, that apart from Christ, a perfectly
righteous man, (if there had been such a
man) could not have been cleansed or
delivered from the condemnation that has.
passed upon all men, without dying;
secondly, that Christ having died and risen,
those who have identified themselves with
the condemnation that has been accomplished
in him (in being baptized into his death,) do
not need to die so far as the mind of God
towards them is required, but die only
because the time has not arrived for the
change of their physical constitution.

The cry of “contradiction” is usually
due to a misunderstanding of what is
written, or to an only partial acquaintance
with a subject having many bearings, and
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requiring long thought and deep reverential
study towards God. It is of course a trial
of patience that it should be freely alleged;
but we endure it in the knowledge that the
accusation has no foundation in truth, and
that on the contrary, what has been written
is in harmony one part with another, not-
withstanding an occasional appearance to
the contrary.

The matters explained above have often,
in one form or other, been the subject of
explanation within the last two years. On
this ground we stated last month that the
question (though relating to a recent appear-
ance of “ contradiction ”’) had been answered
many times. This statement we repeat in
the sense in which we made a similar
observation to a correspondent in the
Christadelphian for April, 1875, page
186; and we do not consider that in making
this statement we lay ourselves open to the
insinuation of partial falsehoood at the
hands of reasonable men.

MR. GLADSTONE AND THE TRUTH.

“ DEAR Sir.—I had the boldness to send
8 letter to Mr. W, E. Gladstone, asking his
opinion on the Christadelphian and Bible
Eeko doctrine; and among several Christa-
delphian works, I mentioned in particular
Your Twelve Lectures, when I received a
etter from him, of which the following is a
part of its contents:—‘I do not know the
works to which you refer, and cannot
therefore, give an opinion. I would, how-
ever, say, be slow to rely on plausible
citations which are constantly used by men,
themselves ignorant, to deceive others.
Have some regard in these great points to
the universal and perpetual belief of the
Christian Society or Church where known.
Above all, keep an unshaken absolute confi-
dence in the perfect justice and inexhaustible
goodness of the Great Being in whose hand
we stand, and whose wisdom, it is reasonable
to hope, will hereafter solve our problems
in a manner far beyond the best we can
conceive.”’

It was indeed great kindness and condes-
cension in such a high personage as
Mr. Gladstone, answering such an illiterate
and poor person as I am. Now I would be
very glad indeed to have your opinion on
the above letter, I may mention that I
wrote him again, desiring him to read, at
least, your Twelve Lectures, and that 1 did
not think that you and several others could
be called ignorant. I have glgt no repiy as
yet to my last letter.—Gro. T. Boyp.”

REmMARKs.—All that can be said is that
Mr. Gladstone’s is about the only advice
that could be given in ignorance of the
matters to which his attention was invited.
In a general way, plausible citations are
misleading, particularly when, as Mr.
Gladstone expresses it, “ constantly used”
by ignorant men. The caution applies to

all subjects, and may be safely received as
a piece of abstract wisdom on all general
occasions; but when the questionis whether
a given literature is of the character
described, the caution becomes a mere
generality of no value to an enquirer, who,
in the absence of further guidance, must
judge for himself so far as he is able.
The argument for the truth, as contained
in Elpis Israel, Eureka,and other works,
is no matter of “plausible citation,” It
does not rest exclusively on “citations” of
any kind, but stands broadly on a basement
of undoubted historical fact and unquestion-
able scientific truth. One has only to look
into the matter to see how multiform,
complex, yet simple in its massive bulk,
is the evidence on  which the
Christadelphian position is established —
evidence which an ignorant man could not
understand, let alone elaborate, as it has
been elaborated in the works in question.
But, of course, Mr. Gladstone did not know
to what his correspondent referred. Chris-
tadelphian works are not known in the field
of general literature, and Mr. Gladstone,
who is pretty well acquainted with that
field, would naturally assume that books
that he did not know that were revolu-
tionary in theology must be of an em-
pirical and dangerous character. Consge-
quently he gave the only advice which
2 wise man in his circumstances could give.
His favourable allusion to “the universal
and perpetual belief of the Christian
Society or Church” is also perfectly
natural. Mr. Gladstone is no theologian.
He has been a politician all his life. Hehas
written much recently on ecclesiastical
affairs; but it is from & political rather than
a religious point of view that he discusses
them. It may be safely assumed that he is
not particularly learned in the Scriptures.
For such a man it is the most natural thing
in the world, in the discussion of radical
Christian doctrines, to turn his eye and
direct the eyes of others, to “ the universal
and perpetual belief of the Christian
Church.” Having been engrossed for the
most part of his life in political affairs, he
feels incompetent to judge of theological
questions, and falis back on “the universal
and perpetnal belief of the Christian
Church ” as a thing on which he must rely.
It is as if he said, “Well, I am no judge
of such matters myself; but the Church
has for ages entertained certain beliefs; and
as it is the function of the Church to study
such matters, I must assume that the
Church’s belief is entitled to respect, and
therefore I rely on taat belief as some guide
to my own convictions.” Which, again,
is a very natural, and, in a certain sense,
commendable, attitude to assume. But
when we look at it critically, it appears in a
different light. The “Christian Church”
turns out to be an aggregation of men who
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bave inherited theological opinions, which
they passively endorse, and have every
reason for professing, and the vast mass of
which, Mr. Gladstone, as a Protestant him-
self, rejects. The “Christian Church” is
not what it was in primitive times—Mr.
Gladstone himself being witness. Its doc-
trines, as well as its institutions, have
changed; and even as it now exists, the
Church is divided as to both. Neither
“ universality ” nor * perpetualness’ can
be alleged of any of the prevalent forms of
belief, ~ Mr, Gladstone’s remark is terse but
inapplicable to the facts. We are driven to
the apostolic documents in our search for
the original apostolic faith. It comes to
this—that if we would know the truth
we must try “the Christian Society or
Church” by the foundation on which it
professedly stands— the word of theapostles;
and if the two are found discrepant, there
can be no reasonable hesitation as to which
we are to have the most “regard” for.
These conclusions acquire an unspeakable
increase of force, from the fact that while
the apostles were yet on the scene, a depart-
ure from the faith had commenced (2 Thess.
ii.7; 1 John iv. 1) and that they foretold
this departure would advance to the point
at which the truth would become ob-
literated, and fables received as true
religion.—(2 Tim. iv. 8-4; 2 Thess. ii. 11.)

Mr. Gladstone’s allusion to “the perfect
justice and inexhaustible goodness of the
great Being in whose hand we stand,” is
beantiful and pathetic ; but as affording
guidance to & perplexed soul in quest of the
right way, it is valueless. It is apt to
be worse than this. Its soothing effect is
apt to deter the enquirer from further
research, under a vague impression that all
will come right. It is like giving an opiate
to a benighted traveller instead of definite
directions how to find his way. God is just
and God is good, nevertheless, Jesus (an
authority to whom Mr. Gladstone makes
reverence) tells us that “many” traverse
the broad road leading to destruction, and
furthermore that the way leading to life is
narrow, and that few find it, and even that
many striving to enter are not able.—(Luke
xiii. 24 ; Matt. vii. 18.) To what purpose isit to
tell men anxiously asking * Where is the nar-
row way ?” that God is just and God is good.

We live in a day when the question “what
is truth?” must be pursued with as little
reference as possible to what the ¢ Christian
church” believes on the subject. Ignorant
men are snares, but ¢ the church” is a pre-
cipice over which a man 1s }‘Iyretty certain to
be dashed to destruction. It isa matter of
investigation, the result of which stands
unaffected by the mere opinion of any man,
high or low.

MATTERS THA'l ARE TOO HIGH.
Brother R. Paterson writes: “1 cannot

refrain from expressing my hearty concur-
rence in the sentiments of the ¢Sunday
Morning’ address in the November Christa-
delphian. 1 allude in particular to what you
say regarding the controversy as to whether
Christ could or could not sin, and whether
he had or had not a will of his own. I hope
that the brethren everywhere will carefully
ponder your remarks and pause before they
entangle themselves in this or any similar
barren strife. Let us by all means fight for
the truth and sacrifice everything if need be,
on its behalf, But let us be sure that it s
the truth and not profitless abstractions we
are fighting for.

Bewildering discussions as to what free-
will is, and as to how the fixed purpose of
the Eternal in relation to an individual can
co-exist with the exercise of that individual’s
own will, do not necessarily belong to the
truth. Such matters are too high for us.
We may talk about them, using big words,
and appearing very profound, but we can
neither understand or settle them. As you
well point out, both the eternal purpose of
the Father concerning the Son, and the Son's
willing and loving subjection to the Father
are clearly revealed to us: and it is the duty
of all to accept these in their plainness and
simplicity, and not to tear the flock in pieces
with bootless jangling. In expounding the
Scriptures in the various ecclesias there will,
of course, be very'many differences manifest-
ed by the brethren; still, provided the
elementary principles of the truth are held
in common, there is nothing to prevent
harmony, and unity, and love prevailing. It
is utterly wrong for any brother who holds
a strong view upon any abstract point to
attempt to force his brethren to speak and
think precisely as he does.

There is no doctrine which more demands
the exercise of forbearance on the part of
the brethren one towards another than that
of God-manifestation. As you pointed out
to the brethren in Birmingham, Jesus is pre-
sented to us in two aspects—as the mani-
festation of the Eternal Father by the Spirit
and as the Son of Man, made in all points
like unto his brethren, and perfected by
obedience through suffering. Both aspects
are equally important and true, and if we
hold one of them in such a way as to deny
the other, we forsake the truth. But in
entering on the details of the subject, an
infinite variety of thoughts and expressions
infallibly arises. Some brethren, while not
denying the human are naturally inclined
to dwell almost exclusively on the divine
side of the Christ; while others again, while
without doubt believing that Jesus was the
manifestation of the Father, incline towards
an extreme the other way. Where a right
spirit prevails such brethren bear with each
other, and endeavonr with mutual, kindly

ersuasion to attain unto greater oneness.
ut what is the result when the ecclesia is
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converted into an arena where each side
attempts to force, by regular stand-up fight
ing, its way of thinking on its neighbour.
Nothing but confusion and the raking-up of
all the evil passions and feelings of our
nature, instead of righteousness, peace and
oy.

! yl‘he enemy, both in connection with the
truth and outside of it has surely had enough
in this direction already to cause him to

regjoice without smch wanton playing into
his hands. Avoiding crotchets and hobbies,
let us patiently continue in the work of
spreading the knowledge of the truth and
the building up the brethven. 1 have not
seen anything recently which is better cal-
culated to give them a healthy stimulus in
this direction than your address to the
Birmingham ecclesia, as contained in the
November Christadelphian.”’

INTELLIGENOE.

BirmiNeHAM.—During the past month the
following additions have been made to the
ecclesia: on Nov. 27th, by immersion,
Joun Tavror (29), brassfounder, brother
in the flesh to brother W. Taylor; on
December 11th, by immersion, CHARLES
Henry Huxrey (19), jeweller. Also by
removal from London, brother and sister
J. C. Phillips.

The Sunday Evening Mectings have been
occupied as follows: Nowv. 28th.—Answer~
ing of written questions. (Brother Roberts.)
Dec. 5th.—* Restoration of Israel.” (Brother
Hodginson.y  December 12th.— * Popular
fallacies concerning the Holy Spirit, the
soul, and the devil.” (Brother Shuttle-
worth.)  December 19th.—* The work of
Christ in relation to heaven, earth and hell.”
(Brother Shattleworth.)

Carpirr.—The removal to this place of
brother G. A. Birkenhead from Sale, may
result in the introduction of the truth to it,
if the Lord delay his coming. Brother
Birkenhead is doing his best so far as his

, abilities allow.
DunpEE.— Brother Mortimer writes:—
't “We have commenced a course of lectures
for the winter. The first subject was, Nov.
7¢k, ‘ The return of Christ to reign on the
earth the great event of this generation;”
14¢h, *The Signs of the Times—what is
coming” We had fair audiences both
nights.”

EpinsureH.—Brother W. Smith reports
the obedience of MaARY KIRKwOOD, sister in
the flesh to the brothers Kirkwood, on Nov.
16th. She previously gave satisfactory
evidence ot her intelligence in the faith.
The evening lectures for the past few months
have been well attended, and several are
interested.

During December, commencing Wednes-
day the 8th, a course of eight lectures
(embracing two Sundays) was delivered by
brother Roberts, of Birmingham, in the
Literary Institute, South Clerk Street. The
brethren had made pecuniary preparation
for the lecture many months beforehand.
The Sunday lectures were given in the
large hall of the Institute; the others, in
one of the minor rooms. The attendance

throughout was satisfactory, especially on
the Sundays, and the last of these in par-
ticular. Brethren were present from
various parts of Scotland, and broke bread
on Sundays in the morning. When the
lectures were over, a tea-meeting was held
in the meeting-place of the brethren, at
which sundry edifying addresses were de-
livered. The subjects of the lectures were,
in brief, as tollows: 1, “ The Bible True;”
2, “Christendom Apostate;” 3, “The
Gospel;”’ 4, “ Modern Revivals;” 5, “ The
Coming of Christ;” 6, “Christ’s Work at
his coming;” 7, “ Christ near;” 8, “Signs
of the Times.”

FroME. — Brother Sutten reports the
obedience in baptism of EPHRAIM STOCK~
wELL (48), wire card maker, formerly
neutral, but for many years having some
knowledge of the truth.

Grascow.— Brother William Owler, writ-
ing on the 17th inst., reports the immer-
sion of ANNIE NAIRN, who was assisted to

ut on the covering name on the 14th inst.
Ji‘he ecclesia now numbers 51. A two
nights’ discussion took place the previous
week in Govan, avout 23 miles from
Glasgow, between a Mr. Mitchell (Free
Churchman) and brother Thomas Nisbet.
The subject was, “Does the Bible teach
the Doctrine of the Immortality of the
Soul? ” Mr. Mitchell to affirm and
brother Nisbet to deny. The “Rev.”
Alexander Jamieson occupied the chair
the first night, and brother Charles
Smith the second. The hall was crowded
on both occasions, there being an average
attendance of 250 persons each night.
Space does not admit of a report of the
discussion itself. The lectures delivered in
Glasgow since last communication have
been: Oct. 24th.—“ Mr. Moody's published
Discourse on Heaven.”  (Brother James
Nisbet.) Oct, 3ist.—*The New Heavens and
the New Earth.”  (Brother T. Nisbet.)
Nov. 7th—“The Second Coming of
Jesus.”  (Brother Alexander, of Stow.)
Novw. 14th.—*“The Sentence passed upon our
First Parents in the Garden of Eden and
God’s way of deliverance from its conse-
quences,” (Brdther Mulholland.)
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Writing again on the 14th December,
brother Owler records the obedience of
Mrs. KenNEDY (wife of brother Kennedy),
and Mr. THomas Brown, who after a con-
fession of their faith in the promises made to
Abraham, were baptised into the saving
name on the 29th Nov. He also mentions
that brother Robert Carruthers, sen., died on
the 9th inst., aged 63 years. He was in-
terred in Sight Hill Cemetery, in presence
of the brethren and friends, brother Geo.
Dick delivering an address on the occasion
in our deceased brother’s house. In con-
nection with the effort which is being made
by the Glasgow brethren to create an
interest for the truth in the Govan district,
I may state that they have met with
opposition which will do good. Brethren
Robertson, Mulholland, David Smith {Edin-
burgh) and Common have each delivered
one lecture. The “Rev.” Alex. Jamieson
gave a lecture in another hall—which was
crowded—on the same night that brother
Mulholland spoke. Mr. Jamieson reviewed
the lectures of brethren Nisbet and Robert-
son, both of whom were present, and spoke
for fifteen minutes each at the close.”

GRrANTHAM.—Bro. Hawkins writes (Dec.
11): “I have to report the public appearance
of brother Hodgkinson at a lecture on
Sunday week. We had a large hatl, and
mustered {)erhaps one hundred hearers. Con-
sidering all things, and the subject, “What
must I do to be saved? What must I be
saved from?’ we conceive it was a true
success as the audience was a patient and
an attentive one. Brother Hodgkinson
was much pleased. We have awakened
curniosity, and, we hope enquiry, as brother
Buckler’s lecture on Sunday night last was
listened to by a fair audience, upon ‘The
Dead Unconscious until the Resurrection,
therefore the consequent error of popular
beliet” We purpose, God willing, to have
one lecture per month in the large hall.
These in addition to our weekly ministra-
tions, will we hope, lead some out of the
gross darkness of Gentile midnight, to seek
for light before the bridegroom comes.”

Brother Buckler also writes on the subject
and says, “ We are trying to arrange for a
lecture in the Exchange Hall every four
weeks, but find it difficult to get speakers.
The remaining days of labour are perhaps but
very few. May we use them wisely and well.”

GREAT YARMOUTH.—Brother J. W. Diboll,
Jjun., reports that the following lectures have
been delivered since last report : Sunday,
Nov. 21st.—“The Gospel of Messrs. Moody
and Sankey. Will it save you? "—(Brother
J. W. Diboll, jun.) Swunday, Nov. 28th.—
“ Religion, unenlightened and enlightened.”
—(Brother A, Harwood.) Swunday, Dec. 5th.
—* Man, his Nature and Destiny."—(Bro.
D. Spinney.) Sunday, Dec. 12th.—*God,
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit and Angels.”—
(Brother J. W. Diboll, jun.)

HuDDERSFIELD. — Brother Sykes reports
the obedience of C. H. Easrwoop (21), of
Almondbury Bank, Huddersfield. formerly
a Wesleyan ; and brother Saunderson the
immersion of his wIFg.

KriguLEY. —Two immersions taking place
here sometime ago were, it seems, omitted,
though reported: CLArRA A. SILVERWOOD
and BErsy WATSoN, two young females. A
mistake in figures in last report makes sister
8. A. Smith 26 instead of 29.

LeEeps.—Brother W. H. Audrew reports:
“ On Aug. 81st, we had another addition, by
immersion, in the person of GeorGE CAY-
GILL, formerly neutral, but who has always
been a great Bible reader, and could not
agree with some of the doctrines popularly
taught. On Sunday, November 7th, we had
a visit from brother William Birkeahead, of
Sale, who lectured for us both morning and
evening to good audiences. His subjects
were ‘The Perverted Parable;’ ‘The Rich
Man and Lazarus;’ and ¢The Great
Necessity of the Age: one Government to
suit all nations soon to be established under
one Ruler” For the present the morning
lectures are discontinued.”

LeiogsTER.— Brother Armstrong reports
an improved attendance at the lectures, of
which the subjects have been as follow:
Nov. 7th, “The Son of God.” (Brother
Roberts, of Birmingham.) Nov. 14¢4,
“ Christ and him crucified.” (Brother Bur-

ton.) Now. 21st.—*“The Rock on which the
Church is built.” (Brother Waite.) Now.
28th.—*“The True Church.”  (Brother
Yardley.)

Loxpon.—Saving that the truth is pro-
claimed to those in darkness, I have no
intelligence to communicate, nevertheless
that this is being done is cheering, when we
remeinber the state of things here but a few
years back., The lectures for the past four
weeks were as follow: Swnday, Nov. 21st—
“Some of the definite things to be done by
those who would share the salvation of God.”
(Bro. Bosher.) Sunday, Nov. 28th.—~% State
of the Dead.”” (Bro. Phillips.) Swnday, Deec.
5th—*“The Wicked: will they live for ever? »
(Bro. J.J Andrew.) Sunday, Dec. 12th.—
“The Doctrine of the Immortality of the
Soul, ¢ weighed in the balances’ of Scripture
testim'ny, and ‘found wanting.’ >’ (Brother
Andrew.) The lectures at 64, St. George’s
Road, Southwark, were as follow: Sunday,
December 5th.—*The Church not the King-
dom,” (Bro. A. Andrew.) Sunday, Dec. 12th.
“God is not a God of the dead, but of the
living.” (Bro. J. J. Andrew.) Swunday, Deec.
19¢h.—* Death; its cause and cure.” (Bro,
W. Atkins.)  Swunday, Dee. 26th.~—~"“The
four great beasts seen by the prophet Daniel;
the events symbolised by them, and the
fulfilment thereof.’”” (Bro. M. Wheeler.)

MANCHESTER.—DBrother Trueblood ve-
ports (Dec. 12th) :—* It is my pleasing duty
to report the addition of five to our
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number during the past month, viz.,, Nov.
14th, MArY BirTLES (14); Nov. 17th,
MARGARET STANLEY (27), formerly Metho-
dist New Connection; MArY Davies (18),
formerly Congregationalist; WiLLiam Fur-
woop RocHE (28), tormerly Wesleyan; and,
Nov. 28th, FREDERICK WHELLER (23),
neutral. Sister Birtles, thongh very young
in years, made a very clear and intelligent
confession, which may be attributable to the
untiring efforts of brother and sister
Holland with whom she resides. Sister
Stanley is a daughter of sister Taylor,
whose heart is brimful of gratitude to our
Father in heaven for His goodness to her.
Sister Mary Davies is the fruit ot the
patient endurance and care of brother and
sister Davies, who removed from the
Swansea ecclesia to Manchester in February
last, and with whom she resides, but bears
no relation to them in the flesh. Brethren
Roche and Wheller are the fruit of our
lectures here. May they with us have the
unspeakable joy of participating in the
kingdom which our Lord is about to estab-
lish. The brethren here continue to cast
forth the seed to good and intelligent
audiences twice every Sunday, and qgcca-
sionally during the week; and this report
is proof that their labours are mnot
altogether in vain. The lectures for the
month have been by brethren Holland,
Dixon, Wareham, Hatton, and Davies;

subjects—1, “The Fruits of Immortal-
soulism.” 2, “ Eternal Life.” 3, “Clerical
Theology.” 4, “The Church of Rome.”

5, “ Trinitarianism and Unitarianism.” 6,
“Man Mortal.” 7, “The Angelic Message
to the Shepherds on the Plains of Bethle-
hem.” 8, “The One_ Faith and Hope.”
9, “ The Birth of the Heiwr.”

Mr. H. 8. Sherwood, whose suspension of
fellowship with the Manchester ecclesia, in
connection with the Renunciationist schism,
was reported twelve months ago, requests it
to be made clear that he does not deny that
the Lord Jesus “came in the flesh;”’ but
suspends his judgment on the question
raised by the schism in question, believing
the Scriptures afford no answer to it.

NorringaAaM.~Brother Kirkland reports:
“After several months’ patient perseverance
in the proclamation of the truth in this
place, without any apparent results, it is my
pleasing duty to report two additions by
immersion, namely, WALTER HoLDER (38),
who, after giving evidence of a clear under-
standing of the truth, was immersed into the
name of Christ, November 23rd. Brother
Holder was formerly a Congregationalist,
and was under the ‘Rev. Mr. Clemance
about two years. He is brother in the flesh
to brother O. C. Holder, of London. Also
Evizasera  CASTLEDINE (18), who is
baptised this evening (December 4th). She
has been residing with brother Sulley, as
servant, for the past twelve months, and

was formerly connected with the Primitive
Methodists, (her father being a local
preacher in that body). As usual, when the
truth is obeyed, sister Castledine suffers loss
of friends and relatives as the consequence
of her submission to the commands of Christ.

Our lectures have been as follow : Sunday,
Oct. 17th.—* Current public events in the
light of Scripture. (Bro. Roberts of Birming-
ham.) Sunday, Oct. 24th.—“ The Heaven
of popular belief compared with the Para-
dise of Scriptures. (Bro. Richards.) Swun-
day, Oct. 31st.—“The restitution of all
things at the appearing of Christ.”” (Bro.
Bosher.)  Sunday, November Tth.—* The
Kingdom of Heaven; is it now in existence?”
(Bro. Sulley.) Swunday, Nov. 14th —“Infant
Salvation: who are the little children that
are to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven?”’
(Bro. Sulley.) Sunday, Nov. 21st.—*David’s
Throne: Past and Future.” (Bro. Hodg-
kinson, of Peterborough.) Sunday, Nov.
28th.—*1srael in Egypt, their deliverance
therefrom, and settlement in the Land of
Canaan, a type of their fature ‘Exodus’
trom amongst the Nations by the hands of
‘ the Prophet like unto Moses.’”” (Brother
Burton.) Sunday, Dec. 5th.—" The Eastern
Question, viewed inthe light of Scripture.”’
(Bro. Richards.) Sunday, December 12th.—
“ Missions, ancient and modern; a compari-
son and contrast.”’” (Brother Sulley.)

RrpLeY.—Bro. Kirkland, of Nottingham,
reports another immersion in connection
with the work at Ripley, namely, JoB KiNa
(26), who was baptised December 4th, after
having given full proof of his understanding
the truth. Brother Kirkland says ‘“he
never saw the hand of God more clearly
than in this work at Ripley,” a remark
which he illustrates by some interesting
details.

STATHERN.—Brother Oliver veports that
on Nov, 15th, 16th and 17th, brother Sulley
of Nottingham, lectured three times in the
Club Room, Stathern, “On the Coming of
Christ, the Gospel and the state of Christen-
dom.” The attendance was excellent, not-
withstanding the bad state of the weather.
The lectures appear to have made a deep
impression. “The usual libel,” says brother
Oliver, “that we are infidels has received
its death blow here. Several will now listen
to my conversation and ask questions that
formerly turned a deaf ear. Many tracts
were distributed at the lecture. Two of
them coming into the hands of a local
clergyman, threw that gentleman into a
state of excitement which resulted in his
giving four lectures by way of antidote:
subjects : 1, ‘The Kingdom of God. 2,
¢ Kverlasting Punishment.’ 8, ‘LKternal
Life;” and 4, ‘The Millennium.”” It would
be well for the truth if all the clergy
adopted this mode of opposing it.

SwANSEA,— Brother Baker reports:—*“ On
Oct. 28th, Susan PETERS (18), formerly
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neutral, daughter of brother Pefers, and on
Nov. 5th, MARY ANNA MESSENGER,
wife of brother Messenger, formerly Church
of England, after making the good con-
fession, were immersed into the saving name
of Jesus Christ. Their obedience has been
the means of cheering and encouraging the
brethren in the work, and has given great
{gfy to those so closely related in the flesh.

e are also glad to report the return of
brother Slocombe, of Cardiff, to our midst,
having found employment here. These
additions make up for the loss we sustained
through the removal of brother and sister
Bailey to Aberystwith, and from thence to
South America. Brother Goldie, sen., has
delivered a course of lectures on Sunday
evenings, but although they were widely
published, very few came to hear the good
news of the things concerning the king-
dom of God and the name of Jesus Christ,
‘We are, however, not discouraged by it, and
are to put forth another effort soon.”

AUSTRALIA.

BEECHWORTH.—Brother A. Ladson writes,
Sep. 26th, “ A few words as to our doings in
this far-off place may be acceptable. We
are, as you know, but very few in number,
six, meeting in this place, although four
more have come to a knowledge of the ‘one
faith’ through the instrumentality of two of
our brethren, but they reside about forty
miles from us, and many miles from each
other. The immersion of one of them, bro.
Kirk was reported at the time ; but, since then
his mother has been enabled, by his nieans,
to cast off the trammels of orthodoxy, see
the plain way of salvation, and yield the
required act of obedience, so that they now
sustain the relationship of mother and sister
and brother. Brother K. formerly took an
active part in the Church (Wesleyan) to
which he belonged, but now that he absents
himself, and avows his disbelief of their
unscriptural dogmas, he has, of course,
hopelessly lowered himself in the estimation
of his former associates. I will now
quote a few lines from brother K.'s
Tast letter to me, it will show the hollow,
time-serving character of many of the
¢ shepherds:’ ¢ We had a visit from the New
Church of England minister; he asked my
brother what he was; hereplied, ¢ Wesleyan.’
My mother said we were Christadelphians;
he wanted to know what they believed, so
I told him the leading points of our faith.
He said that Ae did not believe in the
immortality of the soul, nor in eternal
torments; and that he did believe in the

ersonal reign of Christ on earth. I told

im ‘I never heard these things preached.’

He replied, * No; because Wesleyans are
not allowed to preach them, and that some
had left that body in consequence.” The
other additions were Mzs. DaviDsoN
(sister-in-law to brother Mec Auley,) and her
husband, who were immersed on the same
day by brother Mc Auley. We never fail in
assembling ourselves together to keep the
commandments of our Lord ¢ until he come,’
which the signs of the times betoken is an
event at no great distance,”

WArNAMBOOL.—B other John Betts, who
emigrated from KEngland some time ago,
writes for the first time (Oect. 1st) since his
arrival.  He says it has been a day of
trouble with him ever since leaving England.
On the way out, he lost both of his children,
and.was brought to the door of death him-
self, while his wife also was down with
illness while the children were dying. He
was led on deck to see his dear boy (a
promising child of three years) cast into the
ocean, In course of time, he and his wife
got well again; but on landing at New
Zealand, there was no work to be had in his
own line. Iie had to turn to heavy brush
work, and herded with navvies in the most
degrading manner for about five months.
At the end of that time, he fell into the
engine wheel and got crushed. This laid
him up for a time. On recovering, he
determined to return to England, but could
not get the money owing to him. While
waiting, he received a letter from the
brethren in Warnambool, Australia, asking
bim to try that neighbourbood, which he
decided on doing, and had been there eleven
weeks at the time of writing. The kind
treatment of the brethren had comforted
brother and sister Betts much, whose adver-
sities while almost crushing, had taught
them more than ever the evil of the present
state and the great need for the promised
deliverer to establish peace on earth and
goodwill among men.

UNITED STATES.

EacLE CREEK (Ark.)—A communication
from this place states that there is a little
ecclesia in it, composed partly of young
people, who would be glad for any earnest
brethren and sisters to come and settle
among them, especially such as could
lecture and lay the truth before their
neighbours, which they are anxious to do
but cannot. Land ranges from 2 to § dollars
per acre; the climate is mild; fruits and
grain grow well.  Cotton is the staple
produce. The people are well-to-do tem-

orally, but in need of help spiritunally,
The letter is signed ¢ A. Lister.”

WILLIAM H.DAVIS, PRINTER, BIRMINGHAM.
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¢ He (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are allof one (Father):
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.”—(Heb. ii. 11.)

<« For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THY

80Ns or Gob.”—(Rom. viii. 19.)
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THE SPIRIT OF GOD AND THE BAPTISM THEREOF.

By Dr. THomas.
(Continued from page 7.)

TaE body of Christ, whether consid-
ered under the figure of a manora
house, belongs to two states; to that
before the resurrection, and to that
after it. In its former state it has its
infancy and manhood. In the days of
the apostles the institution was in its
infancy, childhood, and, in the time of
John's old age and exile, manhood,
being three score years and ten.
During these years, its administrations
were in part, that part consisting of
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors,
and teachers; so that the knowledge
and prophesyings were in part and not
distributed to every member of the
body. But in process of time that
perfection came by which the body
could sustain itself without the bap-
tismal gifts; and then “that which
was in part was done away.” The
manifestation of the Spirit being with-
held, all that remained to the body was
“ faith, hope and love,” as defined by
Paul in 1 Cor. xiii. 4-7. There was a
manhood when the baptismal gifts
ceased, and there shall be a manhood

when we shall know experimentally
even as we have known theoretically.
This is the post-resurrectional maturity
of the ‘“perfect man,” or body of
Christ, every member of which will
see him * face to face.”” That which is
perfect will have come in the full sense,
and the members of the body will be
none of them any more ¢ children
tossed to and fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men and cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive.”
They will all then be baptismally
imbued with “the latter rain in the
first month.” They will be the spirit,
and filled with spirit—a God-manifes-
tation of eternal power; and thus they
will have “ grown up into him in all
things, who is the head, even unto the
Christ.”

The baptism of the Spirit, then, is
peculiar to certain seasons or epochs,
and not common to all times from the
first to the second advent. These
epochs are,

1. The apostolic age;
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2. The resurrection era.

Between these two periods is a long
interval occupied by ¢“the times of
the Gentiles,” during which the Lao-
dicean apostacy prevails to the almost
entire suppression of “the faith.”
These constitute a DrY. TIME—a time
of drought, in which spirit is withheld.
In all this long series of ages and
generations there are no gifts and no
other baptism than that of water.
The gifts answered their purpose, and
then ceased ; and nothing remained
but * faith, hope and love,” the pro-
duct of the word read and studied by
the honest and good-hearted. Baptism
of spirit was for confirmation of the
word preached by the apostles; and for
the perfecting of the saints who were
to do public service. It was only pro-
mised to genuine believers, and they
only received it; though afterwards
some, turning out to be like Demas,
betrayed their trust and misused it.

‘When a believer was baptized with
Spirit he did not necessarily possess
all the gifts. There were diversities
of gifts which were bestowed distri-
butively. That is, one might speak
foreign languages by inspiration, but
he could not therefore work miracles;
still another might be able to work
miracles, but could not therefore speak
other tongues than his own. The grace
was distributed according to the will
of the Deity, who worked or operated
the all (all the gifts) in all who
received them; while those saints to
whom no gifts were distributed were
benefitted by the labours of those who
possessed them. Thus ‘prophesying
served for them who believed;” for
“he that prophesieth speaketh unto
men to edification, and exhortation,
and comfort,” and “he that prophesi-
eth edifieth the church.” Therefore,
in another place Paul saith, “despise
not prophesying.”

Baptismal grace seems to have been
distributed into nine gifts.

1. The word of wisdom.

2. The word of knowledge.

3. Faith that removes mountains,
4. The gifts of healing.

5. The inworking of powers.

6. Propheey, or the gift of prophe-

sying.

7. Discerning of spirits.

8. Kinds of tongues.

9.—The interpretation of tongues.

“ All these worked that one and the
self-same Spirit, distributing to every-
one severally as he would.” The
body was one thing, the members or
organs of the body, another. To the
organs of the body these nine gifts
were distributed for the benefit of all
the atoms of the body. The number
of the organs in each ecclesia would
depend on the size and necessities of
it. The organs of a congregation of
saints constituted, collectively, “the
presbytery ”’ or ‘“eldership.”  They
might be relatively many or few. By
way of example, one congregation
might have an eldership of nine,
another of eighteen, and 'a third of
twenty-seven. If the last, three saints
might be endowed with the same
gift ; and three others with another ;
and so on. Or in another case, one
saint might have a plurality of gifts,
and thus fewer organs would suffice
for a small church. Each of the
thirteen apostles probably possessed
all the gifts.

Baptism of Spirit, then, developed
the elderships of the churches in the
apostolic age, so that Paunl could, with
great propriety, address those who
were constituents of them, and say,
“Take heed, therefore, to yourselves,
and to all the flock, in the which the
Holy Spirit hath made you overseers,
to feed the ecclesia of the Deity
which He purchased with His own
blood.” The Spirit made them elders
through baptism of Spirit, and dis-
tributed them into orders according to
the following ranks:—

Apostles.
Prophets.
Teachers.
Powers.
Healers.
Helps.
Governors.
Linguists.

. Interpreters.

These were those who had the rule
by the divine authority, and to whom

L PN O oo
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the private saints, of (buwror, were
exhorted to yield obedicnce, as to
those who watched for their souls
and would have to give an account.
These were they to whom Paul wrote
in Gal. iv. 1, saying, “If any man be
overtaken in a fault, ye who are the
spirituals, ot wvevpaTucor, restore such
anone in the spiritof meekness.” These
also, were they who taught the brethren
in the Word, and were by them to be
supplied with all good things—* Let
him that is taught in the Word com-
municate unto him that teacheth in all
good things.” And concerning them
he says in another place, “ We
beseech you, brethren, to acknow-

ledge them who labour among
you, and are over you in the
Lord, and admonish you; and

esteem them very highly in love for
their work’s sake.” ‘Let the elders
that rule well be counted worthy of
double honour, especially they who
labour in the word and teaching. For
the Scripture saith, Thou shalt not
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the
corn. And the labourer is worthy of
his reward.” They were not to be
lightly accused, nor rebuked. No
accusation was to be received against
them but under two or three witnesses.
They were not to be rebuked by their
brethren, but entreated as fathers; but
if they sinned, und the offence was
proved, they were to be rebuked before
all by the proper authority, and not by
every one that chose to be impertinent.

Collectively, these orders were the
light-stand of a congregation, through
which the Holy Spirit shone into the
surrounding darkness of Judaism and
Gentilism. They are, therefore, apoc-
alyptically symbolized by “a star,”
the angel or messenger star, whose
mission was to illuminate by making
known the manifold wisdom of the
Deity.

Such were the members, or official
organs, of the body of which Christ
was the head in the apostolic age,
styled by Paul, or rather likened to
the foot, the hand, the ear, and the
organ ot smell, in the body natural.
He asks concerning these holy orders
of the ministry, “if they were all ONE

MemBER where were the body ? But
now are they many members, but yet
only one body.” As if Paul had a
forecast of the ecclesiastical system
now in vogue! We may truly enquire
with him, “ where is the body 2’ For,
instead of these holy orders bap-
tismally qualified with the gifts of the
grace that came through Jesus Christ,
when we look into a congregation of
any of the names and denomina-
tions, we see them all merged into
one member, or ecclesiastical fac-
totum, iromically styled, we might
suppose, in view of the reality he
practically burlesques, a “ clergyman,”
“reverend,” or ‘“divine.”” This curios-
ity that would adorn Barnum's
Museum—his, who is styled by his
contemporaries, “the prince of hum-
bugs”—is at once the five senses of
“ his people "—e pluribus unum. The
holy apostolic orders are indeed a
divine man and clergy. They were
“divine” of a genuine sort, being the
receptacles and depositories of spirit
which “guided them into all the truth,
and showed them things to come.”
These, the truth and the things shown,
were the “divinity” they taught so
long as they continued faithful to their
trust. They were collectively a clergy,
though not alone the clergy. Israel
were Yahweh’s inheritance, or «Aypos,
cleros, in a general sense, but the tribe
of Levi, in a special one; so all the
congregations of the saints were oi
kAnpot, the clergies, or heritages of the
Lord, but these holy orders especially
so; for they were ¢n the Spirit's mouth,
and so continued to be, until He “spued
them out” for their apostacy. To those
“dignities” of the body, of whom
some even in the apostolic age “spoke
evil,” Peter says, “the elders that
are among you, and elect (1 Epist. 1. 2)
I exhort, who am also an elder . .

feed the flock of the Deity, which
i8 with you, overseeing it, not con-
strainedly, but willingly; not for filthy
lucre, but of a ready mind; neither
as being lords over THE HERITAGES, but
being examples of the flock. And
when the Chief Shepherd shall appear,
ye shall receive a crown of glory that
fadeth not away.”—(Chap. v. 1-4.)
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The flock was composed of “the heri-
tages,” each congregation being a
heritage or elergy. The holy orders
were forbidden to usurp lordship over
these clergies; but when the apostles
passed away, they disregarded their
interdict, reduced the clergies to abject
vassalage, and arrogated to themselves
the title of the “ clergy, or heritage of
God.”

From these premisses, then, it is
manifest, that the only real clergy of
the Deity among the Gentiles extant
at present, are those possessed of “the
more excellent way,” than the best of
baptismal gifts—(1 Cor. xii. 31);—
those in whom “now abideth faith,
hope and love.” Those who being in
Christ walk in the truth, are the only
clergy among men recognised of
heaven. All others are usurpers, im-
postors, and deceivers of the people;
and to be stripped of the woollen
garment they have stolen to conceal
their wolfishness, by all who are loyal
to the throne of the Spirit of God. If
the reader comprehend the spiritual
constitution of the One Body in the
apostolic age, he will scarcely be
astonished at what he beholds in anti-
christendom, The Laodicean apostacy
of the third and fourth centuries was
familiar with, and almost an eye
witness of, the apostolic constitution
of the body of Christ. The gifts and
the orders which went together, were
as household words with its leaders.
‘When the Spirit “spued them out of
his mouth” by withdrawing spirit-
baptism, they still retained the Scrip-
ture-phraseology in speaking of them,
and claimed to be as much the holy
orders as ever. But this is character-
istic of apostacy and superstition. They
retain and glorify the sign when the
thing signified has passed away;
talk glibly of spirit, and of its baptism,
and of the gifts, and of the imposition
of hands, and of the ministry, and of
its holy orders, and of grace, and so
forth; their mouths are full of these
words, professionally and sanctimoni-
ously intoned with grimace and uplifted
hands in the utterances before the
people; but the scriptural ideas the
words represent they are wholly desti-

tute of; their system is the rotten
carcase of a once living man, who has
been ‘ prevailed against” by the
treachery and violence of the satan.
The Roman mother is the closest
approximation to the original, being
in its organization, the craftiest
counterfeit of all her harlot-daughters
and abominations, commonly called
“the names and denominations of
Christendom.” The holy order of
Jezebel and her children are a lifeless
skeleton; and differ from the genuine
originals in this, that

1. They are not saints; but accord-
ing to their own confession, “miserable
sinners.”

2. They are destitute of holy spirit;
though full to overflowing of “the
spirit that works in the children of
disobedience.”

3. They have neither divine wis-
dom nor knowledge; but they have
substituted for these the thinking,
and philosophy, and theological specu-
lation of the flesh.

4. They have no gifts but what are
common to all men who devote them-
selves to the study of the “imaginations
and high things that exalt themselves
against the knowledge of the Deity.”

5. They can neither remove moun-
taing, heal diseases, inwork powers,
prophesy, discern spirits, nor speak
with and interpret tongues by inspira-
tion; and consequently

6. They are neither apostles, pro-
phets, evangelists, pastors, nor teachers;
but ignorant pretenders to all these,
and therefore children of Barnum
their friend, and not of God.

Then from the premisses before us
the reader may perceive the utter
impossibility of an apostolic organiza-
tion of the saints at this time. There
are no spirituals among them as in
the beginning. By ‘“spirituals” is
meant true believers distinguished
from other believers by being baptized
with Holy Spirit as proved by its mani-
festations. In a certain sense, all the
saints are spiritual as opposed to carnal,
in so far as the word dwells in them
with all wisdom. What we would
express may be comprehended by
comparing a saint with an unen-
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lightened sinner. The former under-
stands the truth, loves it, rejoices in it,
walks in it, and thinks in harmony
with it, and is therefore spiritual,
or spiritually minded. The unenlight-
ened sinner, be he “divine,” “super-
visor,” “inventor,” or “ patentee,” of hu-
man systems, crotchets, or institutions,
is the reverse of all this. He is carnal,
or carnally-minded—which is death;
a mere ‘“ natural man who receives net
the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are foolishnessunto him. Neither
can he know, for they are spiritually
discerned.” A congregation of saints
may exist as the result of the word
intellectually believed and obeyed.
Such is a ¢ perfect man,” relatively to
this imperfect state. There is no need
of baptizing him with Holy Spirit for
the confirmation of the word of recon-
ciliation which was sufficiently con-
firmed for the purpose of God when
He co-operated with the apostles.
Neither is there any necessity for holy
orders for his edification, exhortation,
and comfort. This any saint intelligent
in Moses and the prophets can now do.
All that he needs in this sphere is
order,not orders. A few unpretending,
wise, and intelligent brethren, who
have no by-ends and interests to pro-
mote other than the truth, are sufficient
for the preservation of order, and the
conducting of his affairs in the churck.
These are his five senses, which it does
not require any special Spirit baptism
to develop. As to those without, as
he is presumed to be intelligent in all
his elements, these are entitled all of
them according to the rules and regu-
lations, to say “come,” and to show
men how fo come to repentance and
remission of sins, and to immortality
in the kingdom of God. Thus, the
means in existence are adequate for all
the necessities congregationally; and
for the taking out of those who remain
yet unadded to the name designed to
be for a people who shall execute
judgment and establish righteousness
in the earth.

ARE CHRISTIANS OF THE PRESENT DAY
BAPTISED WITH THE SPIRIT ?

This is the second question pro-
pounded by Mr. Malcolm. Considering
the place where it first appeared in
print, namely, in the Advento-
Methodistic Ezxaminer of the Bible,
edited by the “ Rev.” George Storrs,
it is necessary to ascertain in what
sense the word “Christian” is used,
for our answer to the question will be
materially affected by the sense in
which we understand the term.

In his answer to Mr. Malcolm, Mr.
Storrs says: “It seems impossible for
a man to be a ‘Christian’ who has
not recewed the Spirit.”” Upon this
principle none of the apostles were
Christians till the day of Pentecost,
for they had not received the Spirit
till it was “fully come.” Mr. Storrs
guotes John vii. 36-39 to prove that
the Spirit was not received till after
Jesus was glorified. “If any man
thirst let him come unto me and
drink. He that believeth into me, as
the Scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water.
But this spake Jesus of the Spirit,
which they that believe into him
shall receive; for as yet Holy Spirit
was not, because Jesus was not yet
glorified.” This certainly proves
what Mr. Storrs aimed to prove by it,
namely, that Holy Spirit was not
received till at, or after, the glorifica-
tion of Jesus; but it also proves,
according to his premisses, that there
were no Christians till the day of
Pentecost; for, says he, “it seems
impossible for a man to be a * Christian’
who has not received the Spirit.”

But, we know that the apostles
were “ Christians” before the glorifi-
cation of Jesus—as much as they were
afterwards. They had recognised
and believed the * voice crying in the
wilderness;”” John the Immerser had
dipped them in water into that mind
and disposition created in them by
“THE VoICE;” they were looking
out for the manifestation of the Son
of God and King of Israel; when
Jesus appeared they saluted him as
Christ the King; they believed the
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Word he preached; were cleansed by
it; and were shod with the prepara-
tion of the gospel in the consum-
mating action of washing their feet
by the Lord himself, upon which
notable occasion he said, “Now ye
are clean through the Word which I
have spoken unto you. Abide in me
and I in you. If ye abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ye shall ask
what ye will, and it shall be done for
ou” If men thus clean and in
Christ, and be in them, are not
Christians, then there are not, and
have never been, any Christians upon
earth. .
The apostles, then, were Christians
before the death, burial and resur-
rection of Jesus, although, as they
testify against themselves, they did
not understand ‘‘the mystery of the
gospel ” nor its “fellowship.” Now,
this being irrefutable, Mr. Storrs’
dogma, which is also a tradition
generally received by the Apostasy, is
annihilated, for we find that men can
be Christians who have not received
the Spirit in its baptismal outpouring.
A Christian is one who belicveth
into Jesus Christ, and it is to such
only that Holy Spirit is promised,
O moTevwy eis epe—that man belicveth
into me, is the formula indicating the
person who should receive it. There
is no promise of Spirit, or any other
good gift, to a single person “ out of
Christ,” and to get info him is to put
him on. There is but one way to do
this. If it beinquired, What way is
this? we direct special attention to
the words of Jesus and of Paul: of
whom the former says, “ Enter ye in
at the strait gate. For strait 1s the
the gate, and narrow the way which
leadeth into life, and few there be
that find it.”” ‘I, Jesus Christ, am
the door: if any one enter in through
me he shall be saved, and shall go in
and out, and find pasture.” After
this he said, “He having believed and
been dipped, shall be saved; but he
having not believed, shall be con-
demned.” He also tells us what is to
be believed, namely, the gospel of
the kingdom he preached before his
crucifixion, and the gospel the apostles

preached after it, both of which are
the same. Hence, we enter into the
pasture field through Jesus by believ-
ing the gospel of the kingdom and
being dipped in water.  Such are
they who believe into Jesus, and are
the heirs of all the promises. They
are Christians of the original apostolic
mould, provided their faith ‘works
by love and purifies the heart;”
otherwise not.

Now, concerning this way, Paul
says, that it is the way of the kingdom
of God, which “divers who were
hardened, and believed not, spake evil
of.”” This way has been spoken evil
of to the present time. Mr, Storrs,
and, indeed, all “the clergy,” or
“Reverends,” as they style them-
selves, and all in whom their hard
and unbelieving spirit reigns—these
all spake evil of this way, They all,
that is to say, all the baby-sprinklers
and Quakers, have hydrophobia, and
all the others pistophobia, or fear of
the faith; so that between the two
classes, the water and the faith are
both ignored, and the way of the
kingdom is blotted out.

There is, then, but one way, the
way of the kingdom ; and this way it
is that leads unto life. The way is
entered on through Christ, into whom
true believers are introduced by being
dipped in water. Though all who
are dipped are neither in Christ nor
Christians, believers of the truth are
known and proved to be in Christ,
and, therefore, Christians by being
dipped. This is evinced by Paul in
Gal. vii. 27, in which he says to the
churches in Galatia: “Ye are all sons
of Deity in Christ through the faith:
for as many of you as have been
dipped info Christ have put on Christ.”
No statement can be plainer that this.
As many of the Galatians as were
possessed of faith and had been
dipped were in Christ, and, therefore,
sons of the Deity and Christians: or,
as he saith in verse 29, “being Christ’s
they were Abraham’s seed,” or
“ Israelites indeed,” and “heirs ac-
cording to the promise” -made to
Abraham. There were others in
Galatia, doubtless, who had acquired
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a theoretical knowledge of ¢ the
faith,” but who were only speculative
believers. Their faith had not led
into Christ. They had not been
dipped. They perhaps intended to be,
but from divers causes and considera.
tions delayed. When Paul's letter
arrived in their province they would,
no doubt, hear it read in the churches
and private circles. Now, when the
undipped heard the words, “ Ye are all
sons of Deity in Jesus Christ through
the faith,” they might have come to
Mr. Storrs’ conclusion, and fancied
that they were included among the
sons of the Deity in Christ, although
they had not been into the water.
To prevent them playing off the fatal
delusior upon themselves, he gave the
reason why men who believed were in
Christ; and in so doing limited the
Christians to those believers who had
been dipped in water, saying, “as
many of you as have been baptised
into Christ have put on Christ.”” Let
the reader consider what the baptismal
outpouring of spirit, called “the
Promise of the Father,” was to effect
upon those who received it, and he
will be thoroughly convinced that
there is not a reverend on earth, nor
any of their disciples, that have an
atom of Spirit more than the beasts
that perish. Mark this! The Spirit
is styled * the Spirit of truth.” Jesus
said he would send this Spirit to the
disciples, and that “when he was
come, he would guide them into all
the truth;” and secondly, he would
“show them things fo come.”” Hence,
the reception of such a Spirit as this
constituted the recipients inspired
men — inspired with wisdom and
knowledge which could not otherwise
be known. Men thus filled with
Bpirit became apostles and prophets,
able to teach and speak infallibly.
It constituted them “workmen that
needed not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.” Being
guided into all the truth by unerring
spirit, they were enabled to guide
others without guiding them into the
ditch. They could also show the
idiotoi, or private brethren, things to
come, whereof many instances are on

record in the Word.

Now, the reverends and their
apostles all earnestly assert that they
are baptised with the same Spirit!
But how is it possible that the
assertion can be true? The Spirit is
“the Spirit of truth,” which, when
received, caused the recipients to be
of one mind and one judgment.
Now, in view of this fact, lock at all
the pretenders to the Spirit. Every
vital principle of the Word is a
matter of doubtful disputation among
them, arraigning parson against
parson of the same denomination, and
sect against sect, yet all claiming to
have the Spirit. Show them what
the truth is in the plainest possible
terms, and if not according to their
man-made creeds and confessions,
they reject it with indignation and
contempt, and call it dogmatism
and abuse. Of “things to come”
they know nothing, and discourage
all inquiry into them. This proves
them to be carnal, sensual, not having
the Spirit. I[n short, there is no view
can be taken of the question that
would justify an answer to it affir-
matively.

Approved Christians of the apostolic
age, and the Christians called ** ortho-
dox " of ours, are not the same class
of Christians. The former wcre the
genuine coin, and the latter only a
miserable counterfeit. We admit
things of the genuine sort, which we
utterly deny and repudiate of the
counterfeit. Thus we admit that “ by
one Spirit all the saints were baptised
into ome body,” and that they were
“all taught of God.” We admit
this, too, in regard to genuine
Christians in all ages and generations
since. But we admit it no further.
We are thoroughly satisfied that the
Spirit of Christ has had nothing to do
with friend Storrs, because he has not
been led into the truth, nor hath he
the disposition which the Spirit
creates in a man, because he gets
excited when the obedience of faith
in baptism is required of him. We
cite him as an example because he
pretends to be wiser in his generation
than the parsonocracy in general; and
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if the wiser are taken in their own
craftiness, we need not trouble our-
selves so much about them who are
less so.

If we take the Laodicean Apostasy
as & body, and denominate it THE
Bopy oF ANTI-CHRIST, we hesitate
not to admit that it has a spirit, and
to affirm that this is what John styles
“the Spirit of Error;” and Paul,
“another spirit.” This spirit, other
than the Spirit of God, is what Paul
also terms “the Prince of the Power
of the Air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of dis-
obedience.” Of this spirit there is a
baptism. It is a flood that has over-
flown and submerged the world
religious, It is the spirit of the
flesh—the spirit of disobedience and
strong delusion. With this spirit
clergy and laity are all filled and
intoxicated, and by this one they are
all baptised and rhantised in the body
of anti-Christ.

Now, the reader may readily dis-
tinguish between these two spirits if
he himself be intelligent in the truth;
otherwise not. The Spirit of Christ is
the spirit of truth, and the spirit of
anti-Christ is the spirit of error, and
the two may be distinguished from
one another by the following infallible
rule. Speaking of the apostles, John
says: “We are of God: he that
knoweth God heareth us; he that is
not of God heareth not us. Hereby
know we the Spirit of Truth and the
Spirit of Error.” Now, by this rule,
we know that our friend Storrs and
his fraternity have not received the
Spirit of Truth; and, therefore, ac-
cording to his own declaration, * it is
impossible that he can be a Christian.”
He does not hear the apostles, but
sets up for a wiser man than Paul,
and condemns him for commanding
Cornelius to be baptised in water
“ ag being clearly without divine

authority.” Thus, instead of hearing
the apostles, he exalts himself into a
judge who arbitrates against them
upon the basis of his own ignorance.
Seeing, then, that he doth not hear
or hearken to the apostles, but con-
demns them, John's rule denounces
him as “not knowing God,” and con-
sequently as “not of God;"” and of
such Paul saith, “the Lord Jesus in
his apocalypse shall take vengeance
on them that know mot God and that
obey not the gospel, who shall be
punished with aéon-destruction from
the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power, when he shall
come to be glorified with his saints.”
It is most extraordinary that men
with the Scriptures in their possession
can allow themselves to be cajoled by
such a pretender to Bible-knowledge
as the editor of the Ezaminer! The
idea of being hoodwinked by a man
who sits in judgment upon Peter,
filled as he was by the Spirit of Truth,
is  preposterous. We see clearly
where Mr. Storrs would have been
had he been contemporary with the
apostles, He would have been with
those who disputed with them, and
counted them for enemies for telling
him the truth. Paul was weary and
sick at heart with the Storrses of his
day, and concerning them said: “ If
any man be ignorant, let him be
ignorant.” And so say we.

It is to be hoped that some of the
few who travel the narrow way that
leadeth unto life may be extant in our
day and generation; though the
longer and more intimately we become
acquainted with-it, the scantier is the
number we supposed. But be that
less or more, they are as much
baptised into the one body by the one
Spirit as the approved of the apostolic
age.

& ( To be continued. )
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ADAM'S SIN AND CONDEMNATION AS AFFECTING HIS POSTERITY.

Tae consideration of this subject necessi-
tates a contrast between the respective
conditions of man, before and after the
fall. 'When first created, man was a
“living soul,” formed of the “dust of
the ground ” and sustained by the “breath
of life ;” and he was part of the creation
which, in the sight of God was *‘very
good.” He was, therefore, at that time
uncontaminated by anything obnoxious
to his Creator ; and he was equally devoid
of obedience tested by the trial. To pus
him to the proot he was placed after
providing for his physical requirements,
under a law adapted to this moral nature.
The animals around him were not placed
under this law, because they had not a
moral capacity fitted for it.

The command given to Adam was
merely that be should abstain from
eating the fruit of the “tree of the
knowledge of good and evil” In the
circumstances in which he was placed,
this was the simplest way of testing his
obedience. If he failed he was told
he should ‘‘surcly die;’’ a statement
which proves two things :—1st. That
he was not, when created, destined to
die ; and 2nd. That he was not created
with the power of living for ever. To
affirm the former, would be to represent

God as endeavouring to influence
him by a superflious and frivolous
threat ; to affirm the latter would be

to make God & liar. Therefore the
inevitable conclusion is, that at creation
he was strictly speaking neither mortal
nor immortal. The word *mortal” is
undoubtedly sometimes applied to Adam,
but in that case it is only used in the
sense of a corruptible, or natural body, as
opposed to the incorruptible or spiritual
natare. It has, however, another meaning,
that of being destined to die. On this
account its application to Adam at his
creation should be avoided, to prevent its
being misunderstood. Tospeak accurately
Adam was a lving creature, capable, if
disobedient, of being subjected to death;
and if obedient, of being exalted to
endless life. It was evidently designed
that he should not die unless he manifested
disobedience. He did so, and the threat-
ened )enalty of death was in due time
carried out. ¢ Unto dust shalt thoun
return,” were' the words spoken and
applied to him.

As the head and father of a race the
effect of Adam’s misconduct was mnot
confined to himself, If he had had
descendants previous to his transgression,
they could doubtless be looked at in-
dependent of his actions. But he had
noze. Not until after his ignominious
expulsion from Eden did he become a
parent.  Therefore the position of his
descendants must be viewed in connection
with his sin and its retribution. We
are not informed in the Mosaic narrative
what the effect would be upon Adam’s
progeny; but we have a record of many
of them following him into the grave,
This fact of itself would indicate that
they were affeected to some extent by his
guilt. To what extent must be determined
by subsequent revelation. It is a
significant fact that as the generations
ot our race increased, the length of human
life decreased. From living 900 years
men were reduced to the present term of
three score years and ten. How came
this except by the gradually increasing
degeneracy of the children of Adam ?
And inasmuch as this degeneracy began
with Adam himself, the decrease of life
must be traced to him as the first cause.
If then he be responsible for that which
led to the shortening of men’s lives, he
must be the primary cause of their death.

It is a universally recognised law of
nature that parvents cannot give to their
offspring a life of nature superior to their
own. A nature free from the power of
death is certainly superior to a nature
destined to come under its power. Both
natures may be composed of precisely the
same elements, but the one is under the
operation of a law from which the other is
free. A guiltless Adam might have given
birth to sons free from death, but & guilty
Adam certainly could not.

Coming to the direct testimony on the
point, we find it very explicit. In the 5th
of Romans there occur several very plain
passages:—

1st.—“ By one man sin entered into the
world and death by sin.”—(v. 12.)

The term “world” evidently means
here that arrangement of things bounded
by the human race. If Adam and Eve
had had no descendants, sin and death
would have ended with them; they would
have been the beginming and end of the
“world”" or order of things defiled by
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their sin. In like mannmer, if the race had | them those consequences which it had

been cut off at the time of the Flood, the
generations from Adam to Noah would
have comprehended the whole of the
“world” into which the first man in-
troduced sin, But inasmuch as the race
has yet above a thousand years to live,
the evil effects of Edenic disobedience will
not be abolished until the end of that age,
when the ““last enemy,” death,is “des-
troyed.”

As if to show that the death resulting
from Adam’s sin was not confined to
himself and wife, but extended to the
whole of the descendants, the apostle
adds: “ And so, death passed upon all
men, for that (or, in whom—i.e. Adam) all
have sinned.” The words “And so”
mean thus, or in this way,* and are
designed to show that the death which
has passed upon all men is the result of,
or is traceable to, Adam’s sin. The
original word translated “ man” does not
mean men as distinguished from women,
neither does it mean adults in opposition
to children; it means manhood in general;
it comprehends human nature as a whole
without reference to sex or age. There-
fore the death of all classes of mankind is
attributable to the sin of that one man
who introduced it into the world.

The expression “in whom all have
sinned,” means that all have sinned in
Adam, and is of similar import to the
statement that “Levi paid tithes in
Abraham.” 1ln paying tithes to Melchize-
dec, Abraham performed a righteous act,
for which he is worthy of commendation.
But the same virtue cannot be attributed
to the Levites, neither can they receive
any praise for it; Abraham manifested
humility and reverence toward the
Melchizedec priesthood, but the Levitical
priesthood exhibited none, because not
then in existence. All that Abraham’s
virtuous act did for Levi and his priestly
descendants was to define their position as
inferior to the Melchizedec priesthood.

In like manner. though Adam com-
mitted an unrighteous act deserving of
moral reprobation, it is not necessary that
his descendants be charged, on that
account, with moral guilt. They were in
Adam’s loins when he sinned, as Levi was
in the loins of Abraham when paying
tithes. Adam’s sin defined their position
in the sight of God; it did not attribute to
them his moral guilt; otherwise they
would all be called to account, as he was,
at the bar of God, for partaking of the
forbidden fruit. It simply transmitted to

brought upon himself, viz., knowledge of
good and evil, disease. toil, sorrow and
death, Previous to his sin death was no
barrier between him and immortality; but
afierwards it was a barrier 1o both himself
and children. By his cunduct they were
placed under 2 law which, without divine
intervention on their behalf, would have
brought them all under the power of
endless death. He and they must be
viewed, not as so wmany units originating
in different sources, and having no
consecutive link or connection, but as oNE
BODY, of which he is the kead, and they
the various members. As, therefore, the
head covers the body and is the fountain
of all its thought and action, so Adam
overshadows all who are born of woman;
he was the first to act according to the
thinking of the flesh, and his progeny have
followed in his steps. But some who
have done this have not been under any
moral taw to God, and as “Sin is not
imputed where there is no law” (v.
13), they are not amenable to punishment
for such conduct. ¢ Nevertheless,” con-
tinues the apostles, “death reigned from
Adam to Moses even over them that had
not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s
transgression.”—(v, 14 ) If, then, from
Adam to Moses there were some who were
not under a law by which their sinful acts
could be imputed to them, and who were
not guilty of imitating Adam’s dis-
obedience, for what reason did they die?
It could not have been for their own
conduct; it must therefore, have been on
account of Adam’s, Thus death came to
them through his sin; and if to them, it
must have been sufficiently operative to
bring all the rest of the human race into
the same condition.

After a passing reference to Adam as
“The figure of him that was to come,”
the apostle proceeds to contrast the
respective results which flow from the
transgression of Adam and the righteous-
ness of Jesus Christ. In so doing, he
repeats the same truth several times, but
in different forms of phraseology., What-
ever indefiniteness may be attributed to
some of these expressions, there can be no
doubt as to their individual and combined
meaning when collected together and
compared with each other.

2nd.—*“1If through the offence of one
many may be dead.”—(v. 15.)

3rd.—* The judgment was by one to
condemnation.”’—(v. 16.)

* The original word translated ** 8o ” is ovrws which has the meaning stated above.
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4th.—“By one man’s offence death
reigned by one.,’—(v. 17.)

5th.—* By the offence of one (or‘hy
one offence,” marg.) judgment came upon
all men to condemnation.”’--(v.18.)

6.—“ By one man’s disobedience many
were made sinners.”’—(v. 19.)

Three different words are here used to
descrive Adam’s conduct in eating the
forbidden fruit, viz., ‘‘offence,” *‘dis-
obedience” and “sin.” whick are
substantially the same in meaning. The
marginal rendering in one case (v. 18)is
“one offence’’ instead of “ the offence of
one.” The former is correct. So that
there can be no doubt that the ‘“sin’’ or
¢« disobedience’’ was the single action of
partaking of the tree of knowledge of
good and evil in the garden of Eden.
The persons affected by that act are
spoken of as *“many” and “all men”
The term “many ” does not exclude any
portion of the human race, and the term
“gll men” inclndes every member of the
race: therefore the terms “many” and
“all men” areintended to be synonymous.
If the woird “many”’ had been qualified
as in Dan. xii. 2,% Many of them that
sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake,” by saying, “If through the
offence of one many of the descendants of
Adam be dead,” there would have been
some ground for concluding that some
portion of the human race were excluded
from the effects of Adam’s offence. But,
inasmuch as there is no such qualification,
and as the number of the *“many” is
defined to be “ all,’ it is incontestible that
the whole race is intended.

The effect of the Adamic offence is
defined to be. in the first place, a
¢ judgment,” the original of which
{kptpa) means a judgment, decision,
decree, sentence, a matter for judgment,
an accusation, charge ” (Liddell & Scott),
and is the basis of our English word
crime. The word rendered “condemna-
tion” (katakpiua) is the same word
in another but stronger form, and is
derived from a verb (ka7akptvw), which
means “to give judgment against,
condemn, sentence,” (Liddell & Scott);
“ To pronounee sentence against, condemn,
adjudge to punishment” (Parkhurst).
Itis used in Matt. xx. 18, “ They (i.e.
the chief priests and scribes shall condemn
him (Jesus) to death,” and in Rom. viii. 3,
God “condemned sin in the flesh.”” In
neither of these cases is actual moral
guilt implied by the word condemn ; from

other passages we know there was nothing
of the kind ; therefore its use does not
necessarily convey any such imputation ;
it may or may not, according to cir-
cumstances. Jesus was not guilty of any
crime against the Mosaic Law, and yet
he was condemned by its administrators;
he was not guilty of any transgression
toward God, and yet the Father condemned
sin in his flesh. In like manner the
descendants of Adam are not guitty of
eating the actual tree of which their
first parent partook, and many of them
never even commit any sin at all,* and
yet they are all condemmned on account
of what he did. To this extent, but
no farther, there is a paralle]l between the
humanand divine condemnation which Jesus
was under, and the divine condemnation
passed upon all manpkind. It is just
sufficient to show that the cescendants of
Adam are under condemnation on account
of Adam’s offence, independent of their
own moral guilt. True, all but one who
have attained to the age of responsibility
have transgressed, but that took place after
the sentence was passed upon them. God
did not subject them to condemnation on
account of what they would do—for Hedoes
not prejudge anyone—but on account of what
Adam had done. God condemns men
for their own transgressions when they
have actually sinned, mnot before. The
statements in Rom. v, although written
over four thousand years after the fall,
must be viewed as having relation to
what was pronounced at the time of the
Edenic ejection.

The nature of the “judgment,”
¢ condemmnation,”” or sentence which came
upon “all men” is described as their
being “dead,” being “ made sinners,” and
“ death reigning.” In saying that they
were all “dead,” the apostle evidently
means that they are doomed to die, on
the principle that a man whose term of
life is fixed, is spoken of as a dead man.
The statement that *many,” or to use
the interchangeable term, “all men,”
“ were made sinners” cannot mean that
by Adam’s transgression all his descendants
were made into actual transgressors,
because such is not in accovdance with
fact, It can, therefore, only mean that
they are “sinners” in the sense of
suffering the effects of sin ; or, in other
words that they are ¢ sinners” in a
physical or constitutional sense.

In harmony with these statements the
same apostle affirms in1 Cor. xv. 21 that
“By man came death;”” and, as if to

* Thoge who die in infancy, for instance.
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prevent any doubt as to who that man is,
he adds in the next verse (22) “In Adam
all die.” This passage coupled with Rom.
v., leaves no doubt that Adam is the
cause of death to the whole human race.
It is nothing to the point to attempt to
refute this conclusion by simply saying
that it is unjust, unreasonable, or that it
cannot be believed. All such replies as
these are the mere emanations of the carnal
miod, the thinking of the flesh in
opposition to the thinking of the Spirit;
and are very appropriately rebuked by the
words of the apostie Panl in Rom. ix. 2u:
¢ Nay but, O man, who art thou that
repliest against God?  Shall the thing
formed say to Him that formed it, Why
hast Thou formed me thus ? > It was not
incumbent on the Creator to bring the first
human pair into existence, neither was He
compelled to permit them to have any
descendants; He might if He had so
chosen, have cut them off when they
rebelled against His law. Baut, in His
mercy, He permitted them to live on, for
the purpose of evolving good out of the
evil which they had introduced. All who
came into existence after the expulsion
from Eden were necessarily subject to the
new conditions and eircumstances which
had led to that expulsion. They could
not possibly occupy the same position as
the first human pair at the creation. Adam
and Eve commenced life unfettered by the
trammels of sin or the bondage of death;
and by the position in which they were
placed, they received from God a right to
that life so long as they obeyed Him.
But their descendants have commenced
life with no such privilege as this; it has
been their lot to inherit a life which was
doomed to terminate some day or other.
Even if God had given them no opportu-
nity of attaining to an endless life, they
could have no just right to complain of
their condition; they were not in existence
when Adam sinned, and had, therefore, no
rights whatever anterior to the fall;
neither have they any rights now to
demand anything from their Creator. In
subjecting them to death on account of
Adam’s sin, God did not punish them
instead of him, and so make them inno-
cent substitutes; He simply caused them to
share with him, by -descent, the death
which his disobedience had brought upon
himself; and with this He combined an
act of mercy; He offered to them, on
certain conditions, the privilege of attain-
ing to a life superior to that possessed by
Adam. By this means God has placed within

their reach the opportunity of obtaining a
title to a destiny incomparably higher
thanthat which Adam brought upon himself
and them. There is a great tendency
among mankind to recriminate their first
parent, and to assume that if they had been
placed in the same position they would
have acted in qnite a different manner.
The conditional offer of immortality which
God has made shuts the mouth of all such
boastful conceit. He offered immortality
to Adam on the condition of perfect obedi-
ence in one thing only, and that the
abstaining from an evil act; but this simple
command he failed to keep; anyone of his
descendants if placed in precisely the same
position would have acted as he did; for not-
withstanding the warning contained in his
example they have invariably, more or less
walked in his footsteps. In this way the
fetters which they have inherited from him
have been more firmly rivetted. One
exception shines out of this moral darkness;
that of One who manifested perfect obedi-
ence to God. But even he was indebted
to his heavenly Father for aid in developing
an acceptable righteousness. By this fact
the Deity has demonstrated that it is
utterly 1impossible for human nature,
whether *“very good’ or “sinful” when
left to itself, to obey His commands. And
to those who are willing to recognise this
fruth and to act upon it, He offers ever-
lasting life through His Son. Hence the
apostle Paul is able to exhibit a beautiful
contrast to the dismal picture presented in
the extracts already given from his
writings : —

1.—¢ The gift by grace, which is by one
man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto
many.”— (Rom. v. 15.)

2.—%The free gift is of many offences
unto justification.”’—(v. 16.)

8.—“They which receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness, shall
reign by One, Jesus Christ.”’ —(v. 17,)

4.—“By the righteousness of One the
free gift came upon all men unto justifica-
tion of life.”’—(v. 18.)

5.—~‘By the obedience of one shall many
be made righteous.” —(v. 19.)

6.—1 Cor. xv, 21.—“ By man came the
resurrection of the dead.”

7.—Verse 22.—TIn Christ shall all be
made alive.”

The benefit which is offered to the
human race is defined in these passages as
a “gift,” afree gift,” and *“grace” or
favour; and Jesus Christ is the medium
through whom it is offered. It is, there-
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fore, a privilege to which no human being
has a shadow of a claim.

The present result of the “ gift’’ is the
¢ justification,’’ or the making “righteons
of those to whom it comes. In view of
the fact that all but the medium of its
bestowal have sinned, these words cannot
be understood in their absolute sense; they
must be relative. Those who are made
“righteous > through Jesus Christ are not
made s0 in the perfect sense until their
change into spirit nature; but they are
even now accounted righteous through his
sin-destroying mission and their own faith
and imperfect obedience. In this there is
a parallel to the making of all men
sinners through Adam. They are not
accounted actual transgressors through his
sin; but by birth they are simply ¢ made”
constitntional ¢ sinners” throngh him.
True his sin has given those of them who
attain to an age of responsibility an
impetus to sin; but in this also we have
a parallel in regard to believers, for in like
manner the obedience of Christ is a
powerful lever to evolve obedience from
those who are in him.

The “free gift” has come upon “all
men” in the sense that it is sufficient to
prove efficacious for all if they but comply
with the eonditions imposed: but, as all
have not from various causes so complied,
the gitt hath only “abounded unto many’’ of
the human race. To this portion the
ultimate benefit will be to be “made alive”
after death, to partake of the “resurrection
of the dead,” and to receive *life”’ or
¢ eternal life.”’

Thus the evil effects of the fall are to be
more than repaired by Jesus Churist, to
whom has been given ‘“the keys of hades
and of death.” —(Rev. i. 18.) Until these
keys are used death is an *‘enemy’’ and
the grave a conqueror to all those confined
in the bowels of the earth. But when
released they will be able to say to their
former “enemy,” “ O death where is thy
sting?” and to their former conqueror,
“Q grave where is thy victory?”—(1
Cor. xv. 55.) The fact that death is to
man an “enemy” precludes its beinz at the
same time a friend, Moreover this
appellation proves that it could not have
been an element of his nature when fresh
from the hands of his Creator and
destitnte of all evil. It is an “‘enemy”
brought into existence by his own conduct,
and that condnct being bad, it cannot be
otherwise than a punishment to all those
who, through him, come under its sway.
A merciful punishment undoubtedly it is,

but nevertheless a punishment after all,
To some it is a misfortunie to be born into
this evil world where sin reigns unto
death; but to others it is an advantage.
It is a misfortune to those whose lives are
cut off at an early age, or without coming
within the scope of God's favour; buf
inasmuch as no crime is imputed to them
they simply pass away and return to
whence they came: they undergo death in
consequence of Adam’s sin. but receive no
punishment for any conduct of their own;
they were offered nothing, and, therefore,
they lose nothing; they enjoyed the
privilege of a brief life to which they had
no right, and which God was at fall hiberty
at any time to take away.

On the other hand it is a positive
advantage to be born into this evil world
in the case of those who participate in
the present bencfits of God’s favour.
By this means they have the opportunity
of receiving a life superior to that which
was given to Adam at hic creation. If
they use that privilege aright they will
receive that good which God has designed
to evolve out of evil ; if they misuse it,
whatever they may have undergone as
the result of Adam’s sin, they will in
addition realise the terrors of that “ second
death ’* which is reserved for those who
know the revealed will of God and do
it not.

To summarise the Mosaic and apostolic
teaching on Adamic condemnmation, the
following conclusions may appropriately
be appended to the foregoing exposition
thereof: —

I.—That Adam was creaed capable
of dying, but free from the power of
death;

IL—That when he disobeyed in Eden
he was condemned to death for that
disobedience, and that he came under the
power of death solely on account of his
sin ;

III.—-That in consequence of this
offence all his descendants have been
condemned to death, but withont the
moral guilt of his transgression attaching
to them, and that those who are not
actual transgressors die under the con-
demnation they inherit from their first
parents.

OBJECTIONS ANSWEKRED.

In answer to the foregoing demon-
strated conclusions, it is affirmed,
1.—That condemuation, or sentence to
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death involves the those
condemned ;

2,—That God never condemns men for
things done before they were born, and
never punishes one human being for the
sins of another; and

3.—That consequently Adam’s descend-
ants are not condemned to death for his
sin.

These statements, if assumed to be
correct, present serious obstacles to the
conclusions which they antagonise; but, of
course, their weight depends entirely on
the nature of the evidence by which they
are supported. To some minds they wi!l
be accentable; but those who are grounded
in the Scriptures will have no difficulty in
rejecting them, and demonstrating their
fallacy.

To weaken the force of Rom. v. 12, it
is said that the expression, “So death
passed upon all men,”” means that death
passes upon Adam’s descendants in pre-
cisely the same way as it passed upon him;
that as he committed actnal transgression
and was in consequence thereof condemned
to death, so other men become the subjects
of such condemnation only by their own
sinfal acts. This interpretation ignores
the previous statement that ** By one wan
sin entered into the world,’” and the
subsequent one that “Dearh reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over them that had
not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s
transgression.”  These generations, no
doubt, did things which, in relation to
God, were sinful, bat as “Sin is not
imputed when there is no law,” and as
they were not under law, they were not
condemned to death for those acts. For
what then did death reign over them?
For Adam’s sin only. Before death could
reign over them for that cause a decree to
that effect must have been passed by their
Creator ; therefore the apostle proceeds to
announce that such a decree, sentence, or
judgment, was passed upon all men on
account of Adcdam’s sin., The parallel
expressions in verses 17 and 18, “ By one
man's offence death reigned by one,” and
“ By the offence of one, judgment came
upon all men to condemnation,”’ unmis-
takably show that the death which reigns
over men on account of Adam's sin is a
sentence of condemnation for his offence.
In verse 19, they are said to have been
‘ made sinners,”” an expression which
indicates that they become such not
actively but passively; that is not by their
own acts but by the act of another. {his
indeed is what the apostle affirms: they

guilt of

were “made sinners” “by one man’s
disobedience.”  Sinners of this class are
not necessarily accounted as individual
transgressors; they only become such when
they come under divine law, and disobey
that law.

The way in which “ many’> are “ made
sinners,” finds a parallel in that by which
* many ” are “ made righteous.” ~ As the
former is “ by one man’s disobedience’’ so
the latter is “by the obedience of one;”
and as the former are “sinners” without
uecessarily being like their disobedient
progenitor, actual transgressors, so the
latter are accounted ¢ righteous” without
having that perfection of righteousness in
this life which was seen in him who was
obedient in all things. If, then, to be
“ made righteous” does mnot mnecessitate
sinlessness such as was found in Jesus
Christ, on the same principle, to be “ made
sinners”’ does not necessitate actaal trans-
gression such as was manifested by Adam,
neither does it imply guilt, The fact that
faith and baptism are required from those
who are “made righteous™ does not at all
weaken the force of this parallel. These
elements are a!together subordinate to the
paramount truth that Adam’s children can
only become righteous in God’'s sight “ by
the obedience of one,” with whose existence
and richteousness they have had nothing to
do Without this *one,” any amount of
faith and obedience on their part would be
utterly valueless:

To support the doctrine that condemna«~
tion necessitates the guilt of those con-
demned, the following puassage in John iii.
17-19 is quoted: “ God sent not His Son
into the world to condemn the world; but
that the world through him might be
saved. He that believeth on him is not
condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God. And this is the condemna-
tion, that light is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than lwht,
becanse their deeds were evil ”

This passage appears to be quoted on the
same principle that a certain hishop, when
asked to prove ¢ confirmation ” from the
Scriptures, quoted all the Jpassages con-
taining the word “confirm,” It is true
that it speakq of condemmation, as does
Rom. v.; but with a very different ohject.
Rom. v. relates to the whole race, both
Jews and Gentiles ; John iii. has reference
only to Jews. Rom. v. traces the con-
demnation of mankind to their first parent;
John iii. attributes the condemnatim of
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unbelieving Jews to their individual rejec-
tion of divine “light.”” Romans v. refers
to the condemnation of both children and
adults; John iii. to that of such only as
had attained to years of discretion. The
condemnation spoken of in Rom. v. is
racial; that in John iii. individual, or at
most national. The former is realized
individvally, as each wunjustified son of
Adam passes into the grave; but the latter
was fulfilled when the wrath of God was
poured out at the destruction of Jerusalem
on the forty-second generation of Israel,
which, by its rejection of the Messiah,
exceeded in wickedness all the generations
which had preceded it.

For these reasons the passage in Jno iii.
cannot possibly weaken the force of the
apostolic teaching in Rom. v., that all
Adam’s descendants are condemned to
death on account of his sin.

To show that condemnation does not
necessitate guil, reference has been made
to Matt. xx. 18. where Jesus says, “Behold
we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of
Man shall be betrayed unto the chief
priests and unto the Seribes, and they
shall condemn him to death.” It will not
be denied that this prediction was fulfilled
by the “chief priests” and * scribes”
condemning Jesus to death for blasphemy.
Of that charge he was innocent; therefore
his condemnation did not necessitate his
guilt.

Should exception be taken to this
passage on the ground that it refers to
human not to divine condemnation, we
roay appropriately quote 2 Pet. ii. 6, which
states that God. *turning the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes. con-
demned them wi‘h an overthrow, making
them an ensample unto those that should
after live ungodly.” There can be little
doubt that when the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha were destroyed, they contained
many children who could not possibly be
guilty of the sins with which the adnlt
population were charged. And yet all
were “condemned ” to perish in the
¢ overthrow.” Here there is an instance
of God condemning both guilty and guilt-
less to the same punishment Thus divine
condemnation does not necessarily involve
the individual gnilt of those condemned.

Other illustrations of a similar kind
will readily occur to those familiar with
Bible history, such as the destruction of
human beings of all ages when God’s
condemnation was manifested by the
flood, the plagues of Egypt, or the
destrnction of Jerusalem. In each of

these cases many must have suffered the
effects of Jehovah’s wrath who were
not personally guilty of the erimes which
led to these divine judgments. These
guiltless ones had the misfortune of being
associated with the guilty ones by fleshly
ties; and inasmuch as they were not
possessed of righteousness of their own,
neither were covered by the righteonsness
of another, they were utterly devoid of
anything which could commend them to
God. They had already been condemned
to death on account of Adam’s sin,
and as it was not ip any way incumbent
on their Creator even to offer them a
means of salvation, there was not a tittle
of injustice on His part in leaving them
to participate in the doom so richly
merited by their more intelligent and
responsible kinsmen.

Only by a recognition of these truths
can we rightly estimate the divine action
in authorising the Israelites to slaughter
innocent children as well as adults in the
following, among other instances: —

“We took all his (Sikon’s) cities at that
time, and utterly destroyed the men and
the women, and the little ones, of every
city, we left none to remain.”’—(Deut. ii.
34.) “ And we utterly destroyed them, as
we did unto Sihon king of Heshbon,
utterly destroying the men, women and
children of every city,” (belonging to Og,
king of Bashan)—(Deut. iii. 6.) ¢ Now,
therefore, kill every mule among the
little ones” (in Midian)—(Num. xxxi. 17).
“Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly
destroy all that they have, and spare them
not; but slay both man and womun, infant
and suchkling, ox and sheep, camel and
ass.” —(1 Sam. xv. 8.)

The principle underlying the divine
conduct on these occasious is precisely the
same as that which condemns the whole
human race on account of Adam’s sin, viz,
that when the head or heads of a commun-
ity transgress, the whole of the community
partakes more or less of the condemnation
which that transgression incurs. In
authorising the slaughter of both guilty
and guiltless. Midianites, Amalekites, &c,
God acted in complete harmony with His
previous conduct in condemning to death
both Adam and his posterity for the offence
in Eden, and vice versa. These illustra-
tions effectually dispose of the objection
that the principle embodied in the condem-
nation of the Adamic race finds no place
in the Ol4 Testament, and that the world
had to wait 4,000 years for its enunciation.
Although it was left for the apostle Paul



64 INTERESTING LETTER,

[Thc Christadelphian,
Feb. 1,1876,

to set it forth in an abstract form, it had
been in practical operation for ages
previous. The apostle simply stated a fact
and enunciated a principle to those who
were instructed in the history of the
human race, and God’s dealings with
mankind.

To say that human beings who have
committed no transgression die, not
through Adamic condemnation, but be-
cause of a nataral law of mortality, is to
introduce between two truths an an-
tagonism which does not exist. True,
death occurs through such a law; bat
what is its origin? The decree by which
the Almighty has condemned to death the
Adamic race. The hereditary law of

mortality under which mankind die is
simply the apppointed means for carrying
out God’s condemning decree. No sach
law existed in relation to mankind before
Adam sinned; it came into existence
solely through sin, as is clearly shown by
the apostolic statement, which represents
the redeemed when possessors of the
divine nature, as ‘ having escaped the
CORRUPTION that is in the world THROUGH
LUST.”—(2 Pet. i. 4.) God, as the author
of the decree, is the judge, and the
hereditary law of mortality is, so to speak,
His executioner for carrying out His
sentence,

London. J. J. ANDREW.

INTERESTING LETTER FROM TROY.

Troy (N.Y.), November 6th, 1875.
BrorrEr ROBERTS,

Please find enclosed an article inserted
by the writer in the local newspaper of
of this city, setting forth in a general
way the prophetic status of the great
powers of Europe.

This article was not intended to treat
the subject in extenso, but rather to
present it'in a form least objectionable to
a general newspaper, and best calculated
to catch the eyes of some earnest honest-
hearted seeker after the truth.

You will also find enclosed what you
muy view as almost an anomaly, a pro-
gramme or circular, issued by a Bible
class, organized under the auspices of a
leading orthodox church, offering the
freest opportunities of investigating a
wide range of scriptural subjects.

This class has been in operation over
two years, and has at present every pros-
pect of a continuance.

The truth bas been continuously
presented here during thistime in a Christ-
like spirit, avoiding expressions which
might arouse personal antipathies and so
act disadvantageously to God's cause.
The effort has rather been to sink the
individual, and elevate without compro-
mise, the invincible truth of God.

Since this door had been opened, it was
determined that a rejection of the truth
should be the result of a dislike to it, and
not of the manner in which it was pre-
sented.

‘Wise as serpents, harmless as doves

are the words of Jesus, which should
guide the preacher of the truth, remem-
bering the dignity and honour bestowed
upon him, an honour withheld from angels
in being entrusted with it.

In attaining human ends where
temporal interests are alone concerned,
men observe great caution and practice
profound discretion, and it is reasonable
to believe that in matters of immeasurably
higher value where the character, designs
and purposes of Jehovah are concerned,
that the same rule of action should be
followed.

The great apostle to the Gentiles, Paul,
in his second letter to Timothy, (ii. 24,
25), thus writes: “The servant of the
Lord must not strive, but be gentle unto
all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness
instructing those who oppose them,”

The sublime discourse of the apostle
Paul upon Mars’ Hill in the presence of
the philosophers of Greece, clearly illus-
trates his manner of presenting the truth.

The marked features of this discourse
are its freedom from personal irritating
allusions, its attack only on principles, not
individuals, and its condescension in the
work of conciliation and in the effort to
catch their ears, of quoting an acknow-
ledged poetical authority, the pride and
glory of their age.

I send the above, hoping that they may
in some degree assure and encourage the
lovers of God’s immutable and invincible
word, and strengthen them in their deter-
mination to hold fast this precious






