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Che Christavelphian,

« He (Jesus) that sanctificth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father):
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.”—(Heb. ii. 11.)

¢ For the earnest expectation of the creature waileth for the manifestation of THE

soxs oF Gop.”—(Rom. viii. 19.)
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THE 0BJECT OF PROPHECY.

By Dr. THoMAS.

“We have also the prophetic word
more sure, to which ye do well to take
heed as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place until its day dawn, and a
light-bearer arise in your hearts.”—
(2 Peter i. 19 to 21; iii. 17.) These
are ‘‘wholesome words,” and the
literal rendering of the original. The
prophetic word is sure, and the things
Peter, James, and Jobn had witnessed
on the Mount of Transfiguration con-
firmed it or made it surer. Thus
made doubly sure, it became a shining
light, not a feeble, invisible light, such
as pure hydrogen burning in day
brightness, but a light blazing as the
sun in a place otherwise dark, dark as
Egyptian night with blackness. We
need not wonder at the sure prophetic
word being radiant with brightness ;
for Jehovah who gave it is light, the
Light of the Universe, “in whom is
no darkness at all.” It is “a light
that shineth in a dark place.” The
heart of man is this dark place. The
word auchmeres signifies not only

dark, but “ squalid and filthy.” This
is a man’s mental and moral condition,
squalid, filthy, and dark by nature—a
condition before God, if not in the
estimation of his fellow-men, in
which he continues hopelessly until
the sure word, termed by Paul, “ihe
Light of the glovious gospel of Christ,
shines into him.”—(2 Cor. iv. 4.)
Consider the savage, the semi-bar-
barian, and the ¢ civilised ”” man. Not
to go beyond “ Christendom” for
examples, contemplate the man of
letters, philosophy, politics, and “re-
ligion,” not to mention the thought-
less multitude, whose minds embrace
no other topics than such as arise
spontaneously from their “fleshly
lusts that war against the soul.”
Converse with these several clastes of
mankind upon “Moses and the
prophets,” the apostolic testimony, the
mission of the Messiah, the future of
nations, the destiny of the earth and
man upon it, &ec., and you will find
that * darkness covers the earth, and



< THE OBJRCT OF PROPHECY.

[The Christadelphian,
Jau. 1,1875,

gross darkness the people ;”” and as
the necessary consequence of this
universal ignorance, or blindness of
heart to the sure prophetic word,
their works are evil and that con-
tinually.

Now to this sure prophetic word or
glorious gospel light (for the gospel is
still almost wholly a matter of
prophecy) the apostle says, “ye do
well to take heed to it.” Surely he is
an authority in the case, and one
whose exhortation should be respect-
fully entertained. Would he tell us
to take heed to the sure prophetic
word if it were unintelligible? Can
we take heed to a thing we do not and
cannot understand ?  Prosechontes,
rendered giving or taking heed, signi-
fies having in addition to. This is its
derivative signification, and imports
that we should have the sure word of
prophecy added to our mind; but can
this addition be accomplished unless
we apply our minds to the word or
give heed to it? And what would be
the use of studying it if it were
essentially enigmatical and insuscep-
tible of rational interpretation? On
the contrary, we conclude from the
terms of the apostle’s exhortation,
that it is clear, worthy of diligent
study, reasonable, and iinproving.

But Peter’s exhortation was not
confined to his contemporaries. What
he said to them he says to ns. You
do well to give heed to it “wuntil its
day dawn.”  The common version has
it, “until the day dawn; " but this is
not the translation of heos ou hemnera
diaugasee. Ou is the relative to its
antecedent luckno, which is synony-
mous with *the Word "—ou hemera,
whose day ; that is, the light’s day, or
the Word’s day—the Day testified of
in the light-iraparting word of
prophecy,in which God will rule the
world in righteousness by Jesus
Christ, whom he raised up from the
dead for that very purpose.—(Acts
xvii. 31.) This is the day spoken of
by Moses and the prophets—*the
acceptable year of the Lord,” the
year-day or age to come, of a
thousand years’ duration (which with
the Lord are but as one day, says

Peter—2 Peter iii. 8), “the rest
which remains for the people of
God "—the day when His King shall
come in his kingdom and glory: this
is the day (Kzek. xxxix. 8) which
succeeds “ to-day,” coeval with the
Gentile governinents ; the gospel-day
when Christ shall sit upon his Father's
throne in Zion, and “ govern the
nations upon earth.”’—(Psaln lxvii.
4; xxii, 27-28.) This day has not yet
dawned, We are in “the evening
time of to-day,” when it shall be
light.—(Heb. 1ii. 13; iv. 7; Luke
xxiii, 43; Zech. xiv. 7)) We are of
“to-day,” which is “a cloudy and
dark day”—a day of ignorance,
superstition, and foolishness ; but when
to-morrow comes, the day after
“to-day,” these things will be
abolished to the ends of the earth,
and we shall no more need the
prophetic word to give us light. But
till then, the “heirs of the kingdom ™
can no more do without the shining
light of prophecy, than mankind
can do without the shining bright
ness of the firmament. Blot out the
light of heaven, and confusion and
death would soon pervade the world.
The “children of the day ” (1 Thess,
v. 5) must have daylight, or they
would become sickly, and pine away,
and die.  They respond to the
apostle’s exhortation, and apply their
minds to the sure prophetic word,
that in keeping their minds actively
engaged upon it, a lght-bearer may
spring up in their hearts, making
their paths ‘““as the shining light,
that shineth more and more unto the
perfect day.” The way of the wicked
is net so, It is darkness, and they
know not at what they stumble.—
(Prov. iv. 18, 19.)

We remark, in conclusion, that
prophecy is so intelligible that those
who take heed, or apply their minds
to it, can tell assuredly what shall
come to pass before it.happens. This
was the case with those to whom
Peter wrote.  After writing aboug
the coming of the Lord to slay his
murderers, and to burn up the city
(his second coming, not his second
appearing at his third coming) in
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which he discoursed also of the | what is to be to all nations and to the

passing-away of the heavens and the
earth, constituted by the old Mosaic
covenant then in existence, but since
vanished away—he concludes by
saying to them, “ seeing ye know these
things Dbefore, beware, &c.” They
knew what was coming upon Jerusa-
lem and the State; for they were
observant of the signs of the times
given by the Lord in his prophecy on
Mount Olivet. Their presence enabled
them to eschew “the error of the
wicked,” who scoffed at the idea of
the Lord’s coming to punish his
enemies. It enabled them to be
stedfast; and at length to escape
“the judgment and fiery indignation
which devoured the adversaries.” To
deny that we can know beforehand
what is to come to pass, is to affirm
that we cannot understand the gospel ;
for the gospel is glad tidings of

saints. It is the report of good things
promised. A promise is a prediction,
and a prediction is prophecy. The
gospel is a great prophecy of what
God intends to do; and they who
intelligently believe it, know before-
hand what is to be done. The little
that has been fulfilled in Jesus is an
assurance to the believer that what
remains will certainly be accomplished.
He foresees the crushing-down of the
thrones, the abolition of all king-
doms, empires, and republics, the
setting-up of a divine kingdom in
Israel’s land, the blessedness of all
nations under the government of
Messiah and his brethren, and the will
of God done on the earth as it is in
heaven ; with many more great and
glorions things too numerous to men-
tion at the present time.—Herald of
the Kingdom, 1852.

THREE SCHEMES FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF THE WORLD.

By Dr. THOMAS.

THERE are three potent antagonists
that stand related to mundane affairs,
who propose each for themselves three
distinct destinies for the nations of
the earth, in which they shall be each
separately glorified. These three
hostile powers are AssoLurisM, DE-
MOCRACY, and OMNIPOTENCE, The des-
tiny which absolutism proposes to
carve out for the human race is entire
and unreasoning submission in things
gpiritual and temporal, to the im-
perial authority of mortal rulers,
whose sword is their sufficient title to
a sovereign and absolute disposal
of the lives and fortunes of
mankind for ever. Under this con-
dition of affairs, that “order” would
reign throughout the earth which is
the watchword of reactionism, and
which new triumphs amid popular

groans and execrations in Rome,
Naples, and Vienna. Representative
government would be abolished ;

priestism, which among the nations
18 diabolism—God-dishonouring, soul-

destroying, men-corrupting, and de-
basing superstition—would be estab-
lished ; civil and religious freedom,
the voice of truth and righteousness,
the Bible and the press wounld be all
suppressed ; the human mind, by
being reduced to inaction, would be
prostrated, enfeebled, idiotized; and
the race would become universally
brutish, and fit only for beasts of
burden to their imperial masters.
This is what Ahsolutisin will estab-
lish in the world if it can. It already
exists in Rome, Vienna, and at St.
Petersburg, where its effects are
manifest in the miserable creatures
whose souls are devoted to its law.
Would not the universal and eternal
triumph of  Absolutism over the
earth fully realise the idea of hell ?
Yea, verily, but with this exception,
thatit would be the friends of freedoin,
righteousness, and trath, that would
be tormented and made to burn there'n,
and not the wicked! Yes, it would
be “hell ;" and whenever in whole or
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in part, such a consummation should
obtain, there would be manifested
“the Dragon, the Old Serpent,
surnamed the Devil and Satan.”
Unfortunately for the Germanie,
Scalvonic, and Romanian nations of
Continental Earope and Asia, their
destiny is to be subjected to this
power. Happily, however, it will not
triumph over them for ever; yet
sufficiently long to fill the heart of
humanity with dismay ; but not long
enough to idiotize their minds. There
is hope of deliverance, but that
deliverance cometh not from man.
AssoLutisM is the enemy of God
and man, while DEMocrACY, which is
not obedient to God, wishes well to
itself. It is the prophet of what it
conceives to be the interests of hu-
manity, and is, therefore, the natural
antagonist to Absolutism, which seeks
only the gratification and glorification
of its own Satanic selfishness.
Democracy predicts a destiny for
all the nations of the earth, which,
thirough their own efforts, they shall
attain by the overthrow and entire
destruction of Absolutism in its
present divided form; and in which
every nation shall have its own
constitutional government elected by
universal suffrage. It predicts that
all governments will then be republi-
can, and that, consequently, all popes,
emperors, kings, priests, and aristoc-
racies will be suppressed; that every
man will be his own priest and
prophet, and worship God or not, as
he pleases and according to his own
forms; that “the largest liberty”
short of absolute monarchy will pre-
vail ; that the press will be untram-
melled ; the earth a perfect network
of railways, telegraph lines, and
steamboat routes; and its land
equitably apportioned among its in-
habitants, so that every man may
have a vine and fig tree of his own;
that education will be universal ; that
agriculture and commerce, arts and
manufactures, literature, science, and
philanthropy, will be perfectly and
unboundedly prosperous; and that
the nations, having then accomplished

and regeneration by the sword, by
education and philosophy, will consti-
tute one universal hrotherhood, which
shall perpetuate itself by its own
wisdom and virtue upon the earth for
ever.

Now, which of these destinies do
our readers prefer? In which of
them would they like to live ? If
they have the feelings of enlightened
men, they would, without hesitation,
reply, “In the destiny which de-
mocracy predicts,” But if their
hearts be hardened and their feelings
perverted and blunted by sin, they
will prefer the destiny which Abso-
lutism is preparing for the world—a
power that delights in' evil and
rejoices in human woe.

It will be remembered that Democ-
racy confides in its own prowess for
the introduction of its millennium
upon earth. It proposes to falsify the
predictions of its enemy by an appeal
to arms; while Absolutism threatens
to suppress the Democracy itself in
toto by the same means. Both parties
are in earnest even unto blood; but
both hesitate to begin the work of
death, knowing that it must end in
the ruin of one or the other, Now let
the reader mark what we say—the
Bible reveals that the war commenced
will end in the rwin of both, one after
the other ; and in the introduction of a
destiny that will falsify the predictions
of Absolutism and Democracy, and
relieve the world of the presence of
them both.

OMNIPOTENCE hath decreed a destiny
for the world, in which the happiness
of all nations will be in harmony with
the rights of Jesus Christ and the
honour due to God. The rights of the
Lord Christ are based upon the unde-
rived, inherent sovereignty of the
Creator of all things, who has the
indefeasible right to dispose of man-
kind and their affairs according to His
own will and pleasure. In conformity
with this principle he has decreed that
all governments now existing, or that
shall exist, shall be transferred to
hitn—peaceably, if they will; by
force of armns, if they refuse : under

the work of their own redemption ! any circumstances they must be His.
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OMNIPOTENCE victorious, the Eternal
and Incorruptible God presents the
absolute dominion over all peoples
to the Lord God, His well-beloved
Son, whom He authoerises to appoint
over the nations whomsoever he
pleases. Being possessed of all
authority in the heaven and the
earth, Jesus, the divinely-constituted
King, places the lives and fortunes of
men at the disposal of his brethren,
the Saints, whom he associates with
himself in the government of the
conquered world. Everyone a king
and a priest to God, the saints be-
come the lords spiritual and tempo-
ral, the royal princes of the nations.
Having ‘been once mortal men,
denizens of a state then passed away
in relation to themselves, they are
now incorruptible and deathless,
having risen from the dead to eternal
life. In the passed state, their faith in
God, and their character for truth and
righteousness were severely tried.
They were condemned by men as evil ;
but, justified of God, and promoted to
the honour, power, glory, and riches
of his dominion. By such is the
world to be ruled in the future state—
by a hierarchy, or Sacred Order, of
immortal and righteous men. Under
these, the nations will be wisely,
justly, and strongly governed, stand-
ing armies will be disbanded ; peace
that cannot be disturbed by war’s
alarms, will be established ; goodwill
will obtain among all classes of
society ; the poor and needy will be
cared for; ignorance and superstition®

* By which is meant Paganism, Mohammed-
anism, Catholicism, and Protestantism, by what-
ever name professed. All religion is super-
stition which is not appointed by divine
authority.

will be exterminated ; the fertility of
the earth will be increased; the
duration of human life extended ;
trade and commerce regulated upon
just and liberal principles; vice sup-
pressed ; evil restrained ; good trium-
phant ; all nations of one enlightened
faith, and the will of God performed
on earth as it is in heaven. Such is
the blessing Omnipotence hath in
store for future generations of nations,
It is manifest, however, that so long
as Democracy and Absolutism prevail,
such a destiny must be in abeyance ;
for the contemporary existence of
either of them is incompatible with
the sovereignty of Jesus and his
brethren as princes over all the earth.
Absolutism will subdue the Democ-
racy of Europe, and prove to this
generation the falsity of its predic-
tions. It is cheering, however, to the
believer to know that the triumph of
Absolutism is only temporary; and
that although it has crushed Demo-
cratic liberty, God has something
better in reversion for mankind. The
honour of “breaking to pieces the
oppressor,” He has conferred upon
Jesus, the redeemer and enlightener of
the nations. He, the King of ‘the
Jews, with Israel and the saints, are
the regenerating army under his vice-
regency, with which he will combat
the destroyers of the people, break in
pieces and consume all their kingdoms,
and plant the liberty of truth and
righteousness in the earth. Then will
the gospel of the kingdom have
become a fact, and all the nations will
be actually blessed in Abraham and
his seed.—(Gal. iii. 8.) Herald of the
Kangdom, 1852,

THE PLANT OF RENOWN AND THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS.

By Dr. THoMAS’S DAUGHTER.

REFERRING to recent criticisms on the
doctrine advocated by the Christadelphian
concerning Christ, Dr. Thomas’s daughter
says:—

“It appears almost singular how views
so different and opposite can be taken of
the same author, as seen from different
standpoints, We have failed to discern in
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your teachings concerning the nature of
Christ, any of the ideas attributed to you.
We have never understood you to teach
that the substance of the body of Christ
was a ‘mixture of human and divine
substance,” although you do hold that the
operation of the Spirit of .God, in
and throurh the ‘body prepared,” was
according to the Scriptures from the
beginning of its formation.

Why should this be so perplexing to
many? Why is it not as easy to com-
prehend ¢ the union of Spirit with flesh.” as
to understand the upion of Spirit with the
manna in the wilderness ? The Spirit
preserved the manna from decomposing,
yet it was manna in substance still—
suitable for food to sustain natural life.

Xt would scarcely become a guestion in
our minds whether the Spirit had trans-
formed the substance of the manna into
¢ semi-Spirit  substance.’ Why, then,
should it be more difficult to realise that
Spirit operation wupon flesh substance
should animate the flesh without changing
the substance ? The Spirit of Deity being
subject to the will of Deity, wounld perform
no more and no less than He purposed it to
accomplish.

The power that divided the waters of
the Red Sea, and brought water out of the
flinty rock, could also, under fiat of the
same sovereign will, brirg forth a ¢ Plant
of Renown.” Plants grow from seed or
roots embedded in the earth. Yet, if
not subject to the subtle, penetrating,
vivifying influence of the sun’s rays, they
would never come to maturity. Naturalists
know well how to estimate the electrical
power and life-giving agency of the sun’s
rays, without which no vegetation would
mature, and nature would remain shronded
in eternal winter. And still they do not
c.ntend that the plants or the seed have
incorporated a particle of the substance of
the sun, but simply the electrical influence
of its rays.

One of your crities makes the extra-

ordinary assertion that the ‘seed of
woman ’ cannot be understood to mean the
seed of woman physiologically. If this
were true, then of what value are the
testimonies which trace the descent from
Abraham and David according to the
flesh?

The prophet Isaiah says: ‘He shall
grow up before him as a tender plant, asa
root out of a dry ground” With this
beautiful figure, we associate the idea of
parent earth and Spirit sun in comhina-
tion. The plant derives nourishment from
both, though of a different kind and
different nature, yet the substance of the
plant remains the same.

We sometimes derived much assistance
in studying the figures borrowed from
pature, although they may not in every
particular be fitted to the heavenly subjects
represented. The figures presented in the
Word will, doubtless, be more appropriate
than those of our own choosing. The
¢Tender Plant, to which we refer,
receiving nourishment from its mother
earth—colour, size and mature growth from
the rays of its father sun, grew and
developed to a ‘Plant of Renown.” ‘The
child grew and waxed strong in Spirit,
filled with wisdom, and the grace of God
was upon him.” Although this plant was
to be laid low for a time, it was not
doomed to decay, because the Father's
Spirit preserved it from decomposition,
raised it up again, transplanted it into a
heavenly atmosphere, where it fully
expands into the ¢ Tree of Life:’ retaining
life, and giving life to as many as
shall be engrafted upun it in the appointed
way.

It is further asserted that the Word
was made flesh only at the time of
anointing with Holy Spirit and baptism.
Here we are puzzled again with mathe-
matical definiteness, without reference to
the harmonious grouping of testimonies.
Is it to be maintained that the wisdom
or thought of Deity was not at all
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incorp rated with the mind and thought of
the Son, until the anointing?  Are we not
rather to believe that it was only the
fulness of measure that was conferred
at the anointing? If the latter, then we
may be able to find scope for certain
testimonies which otherwise might have to
be excluded. ¢ The child grew, wazed
strong in Spirit, filled with mwisdom.
Another Scripture says, ¢ there is a spirit
in man:’ this we know is ¢ the spirit of
the world,” which inclines the thoughts
towards the things of the world. ‘The
Spirit which is of God’ directed the
thoughts and mind of Christ towards the
things of God, endowed him with wisdom
beyond his years, prompted attention
towards the Father’s business and gave
him understanding concerning it which
astonished all who heard him.  This
manifestation of Deity in him was ‘mental
and moral” His mind and thoughts
tended heavenward, becanse the ¢ Spirit of
wisdom and understanding rested upon
him.” Thus the spirit of his mind was
pure and holy. Innocence characterised
him, as the Lamb without blemish.

The Deity, as exhibited in the mental
and moral characteristics of the Son, can
be traced only in a limited degree of
manifestation, in the stages of youth and
early manhood. We see in this the
gradual unfolding of the beauties of * the
Plant;’ not an instantaneous or meteor-
like development.

In the revelation unto Moses of the
name of Yahweh. we see how limited was
the first exhibition simply, ¢He who
shall be.

The second was fuller and more com-
prehensive, proclaiming the moral attributes
of Jehovah: *Gracious, long-suffering and
abundant in goodness and truth,’ &c.

Then there was a manifestation of the
glory. Afterwards, the word or law went
forth to the children of Israel.

The Mosaic pattern of heavenly things
exhibits the order and system according to
which Jebovah manifests Himself. Every-
thing has its order and system of
development. We must observe times and
seasons in this manifestation of Deity.

The real name-bearer of Jehovah, in the
time appointed, appeared in the person of
Jesus. The manifestation of the Father
in and through him was according to the
Mosaie pattern: first, his name and
existence; afterwards, the development of
moral attributes; then the giving of the
Word to Israel, with power and miracles;
arnd finally, the manifestation of His glory
to certain witnesses. These things,
however, were not exhibited all of a
sudden; like a shooting star, or a meteoric
shower.

When our minds become deeply im-
pressed with the grandeur of this subject,
we shall cease defining it in terms of
human wisdom; but grouping all the
testimonies pertaining to it, combining
their separate relations, and arranging
them in harmonious combination according
to their proper relations and positions, we
shall see the grandeur of the subject, and
be content to contemplate, wonder and
adore.

Let us bear in mind the greatness of the
subject before us, the manifestation of
Deity in flesh. It is the ¢ great mystery of
godliness,” which we have the privilege
of looking into. Let us, then, approach it
with reverence; free from cramping
imitations, and mathematical lines, whieh
tend to confuse and perplex, instead of
to enlighten and build up.
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‘““Ezhort one another daily.”—PavuL.

TrE more we become acquainted with the
Seriptures, the more we realise the trath
of Paul’s statement, that ‘whatsoever
things were written before-time were
written for our learning, that we through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope.”” The psalm read this
morning is suggestive of both cemfort and
hope, or the comfort that comes from hope.
It shows us one, beloved and accepted of
God, saying in bitterness, ‘“ My bones
waxed old through my roaring all the day
long. Day and night Thy hand was
heavy upon me. My moisture is turned
in me into the drought of summer.” It
therefore tells us that we are not to think
our case an exceptional or a hopeless one,
because we may occasionally experience
a similar “ horror of darkness.” We may
groan under the spiritual burden and slag-
gishness that are incident to this weak
animal nature ; but we are not to despair.
We must take fresh courage from the
spectacle of the man after God’s own
heart passing through similar experiences,
Ounr prayer must break through the cloud,
and reach upward to the joy and the praise
which pertain to the sous of Zion. While
exclaiming i» our bitterness with Paul,
¢« Ok, wretched man that I am, who shall
deliver me from this body of death? ” let
ns not forget to join in the refrain: “I
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Paul was “ sorrowful, yet always re-
joicing; ” he was © cast down, but not de-
stroyed.”” His case and his exhortations
are always of special interest to us. He
is the teacher of the Gentiles in faith and
verity. He is our example in a special
sense. He says of himself ¢ For this
cause I obtained mercy that in me first,
Jesus Christ might show forth all long-
suffering for a pattern to them which
should hereafter believe on him to life

everlasting.”’—(1 Thm, 1. 16.) He also
exhorts us to be followers of him as he
was of Christ—(1 Cor. xi. 1.) Bis
example is strikingly manifest in all bis
episties. In the chapter read from
Thessalonians, it comes out strongly.
The opening words are suggestive, “¥
beseech you, brethren, and exhort you, by
the Lord Jesus Christ”” This is the
language of earnest solicitation for the
welfare of the brethren. This earnest
solicitation was ene of Paul’s character-
istics. We see it on his taking farewell
of the brethren at Ephesus, He said to
them: “ Wherefore remember that by the
space of three years, I ceased not to warn
everyone night andday with tears.” Again,
writing to these very Thessalonians, he
says, “ We were gentle among you even
as & nurse cherisheth her children. So
being affectionately desirous of you, we
were willing to have imparted unto you,
not the gospel of God only, but also our
own souls, because ye were dear unto
us.”’—() Thess. ii. 7.) If Paul was charac-
terised by feelings so strong, and was so
incessant in the exertions they inspired,
shall we listen to the soalless snobbery
that pooh poohs all affectionate care and
tenderness, and glories only in the mascu-
linities of intellectual pugilism? Wisdom
has but one answer, and by that answer
the children of wisdom will strongly
abide : ¢ He that loveth not, knoweth not
God’’ The world is full of hard-
heartedness and cupidity, all seeking
their own, and not “every one another’s
bepefit.”” The world hastes to be rich,
and pays sedulous court to its rich
relations and wmeighbours, and doffs its
hat to all the arrangements and connec-
tions of the flesh, minding high things,
and taking care not to identlfy itself with
men of low estate, closing its ears to the
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cry of distress, and regarding not to know
the case of the poor. These things are
not to be named among those claiming to
be followers of Paul as he was of Christ.

What did Paunl beseech these Thessa-
lonians about? ¢“That as ye have
received of us how ye ought to walk and
to please God, s0 ye would abound more
and more,”” This touches one of the first
features of the service to which we are
called by the gospel. That service is a
service in which we are expected to
increase and enlarge. We are not to be
like some who hayve no enterprise and
give themselves no concern as to the
affairs of God in the earth. The true
servants do not belong to the stagnation
elass or the fearful. They are industrious
and enterprising traders in the things of
God, not with the ebject of common
traders, but that the name of God may be
brought into increasing honour, and the
poor among men may be increasingly
comforted by the consolation of Israel
in prospect. The Lord’s parables
illustrate the point. It was the servant
who laid bye his talent in a napkin, who
was rejected. Such 1s the mam who re-
ceives the truth, puts it in his pocket, and
goes on his way, attending to his personal
advancement, without a care or a thought
how the work of God is to be done Such
a wan’s example is to be shunned as the
deadly miasma. What we must aim at is
to be able to say, * Lord, thy pound hath
gained ten pounds.” Letour mottobefound
in those other words of Paul: “ Be ye
steadfast and immoveable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord ”—*“ ALwAY8 "—no cessation, no
tiring, no curtailing, but widening and
expanding as the greatness of the matter
in hand demands. There will be no diffi-
culty aboat this where faith exists. It is
only those who are uncertain that falter
and flag. Such would be better at home
than impeding the exertions of tbose who
are certain their labour is met in vain.

“ More and more ” is the motto of the
service and the tervants who are such in
more than name, even to the point of
‘ taking pleasure,” like Paul, “in dis-
tresses, in afflictions, in necessities.” It is
God’s arrangement that the first stage of
His work should be done in circamstances
of deprivation. The Lord himselt is an
example, being without where to lay his
head. The sham servants turn away in

. disgust before the hardships,

Paul defines the object of the walk he
prescribed, to be ‘‘to please God.” This
is a matter of real concern with true
believers; as for those that are other-
wise, the thought never enters their heads,
It is one of the greatest tribulations of the
present time, to be linked with dead
brethren—men who have embraced **doc-
trines ”’ in the sectarian sense, but who
are insensible to the living realities to
which those doctrines belong. There is
a walk that pleases God, and a walk that
does mnot please Him. He wills that
saints should go in the one and not in the
other, It is briefly defined in the chapter
before us: ¢ This is the will of God, even
your sanctification.”” What is this but that
being ¢ holy both in body and spirit”
elsewhere enjoined ?  Without this holi-
ness we are assured that no man shall see
the Lord. As it is a holiness to extend to
“the body ” as well as the spirit or mind,
it is well for such as desire to be beirs of
salvation, to have an eye on their bodily
practices. Any man who defiles his body,
either by neglect of ablution or by steeping
his faculties in the stupefying and un-
odoriferous principle of the tobacce plant;
whether in snuffing, smoking or chewing,
is not holy in body. To be holy in body,
is to be clean and pure and sweet in body.
In the world filthiness of body is a com-
mon condition. In being Lroughkt from
the world, let us take care that we don’t
bring the world's unholiness of body with
us, Let us leave all that behind, and go
on unte all the perfection attainable in
the present nature, in the hope of being
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counted worthy of that final and effectual
purification, which will change this cor-
ruptible into the glory of divine incorrup-
tion  Paul no doubt in this chapter
applies the principle to fornication, which
was very rife in the first century, and
unfortunately not extinct in the nineteenth
Still, putting all his exhortations together,
we ¢an see that it is entire sanctity that
he prescribes to saints. He puts the force
of all his exhortations into one remark,
vig, “I pray God your whole spirit and
soul and body may be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(!} Thess. v. 23). This complete sanctity
is only to be attained in ore way; Jesus
indicated that way when he said in his

prayer, “Sanctify them through Thy truth,”

David points in the same direction in
saying ¢ Wherewithal shall a ycung man
cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto
according to Thy word.” This is the sanc-
tifying agency. Constant reading of the
word, with meditation thereon, and prayer,
is the true secret of that spiritual-minded-
ness which will show itself in holiness of
body, soul and spirit.

“ For God,” says Paul, ‘“hath not
called us to uncleanness, but to holiness.
He, therefore, that rejecteth, rejecteth not
man but God. who hath given His holy
spirit unto us.” That is, those who rejec-
ted Paul's doctrine of holiness, rejected
not Paul but God, whose it was by the
Spirit in him. There were some in Paul's
day who did this, as there are in ours.
They beld that a man being justified by
faith in Christ, it was immaterial what his
personal tehaviour might be, Their motto
was, in a sense very different from !'aol’s
original use of the words ‘ Not of works,
lest any man should boast.” The apostles
specially denounced this class as a dan-
gerous leaven of corruption. % Let no man
decetve you with vain words’ says Paul.
& for becaunse of these things cometh the
wrath of God upon the children of diso-
bedicnce,’—(Eph v. 6).  John also says
¢ Little children, let no man deccive you ;

he that doeth righteousness is righteous
he that committeth sin is of the
devil” John was particularly emphatic
oa this point. He said, ¢ Whosoever is
born of God doth not ecommit sin; for His
seed remaineth in him; and he cannot sin,
because he is born of God ;’’ that is, he
cannot be and do what the false teachers
advocated; he cannot live in sin. A
mistake in the opposite extreme has been
founded on Johw’s words, It has been
contended that the children of God are
absolutely without offence or shortcoming.
This is to contradict John in the same
epistle, where he says, “If we say we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.”  Again, he recognises
its possibility in saying, ¢ If any man see
his brother sin a sin which is not unto
death.”—(1 Jno. v. 16)) So James
(v. 19), “If any of vou do err from the
truth, and one convert him, let him know
that he that converteth a soul from the
error of his way, shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.”
John expressly says, “ If any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous.”— (1 Jno. ii. 1.)
And again, “ If we confess our sins he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from ail iniquity.’”
Finally, Jesus put this standing petition
into the mouth of his disciples for all time :
“ Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
them that trespass against us”’ There is
forgiveness for erring saints on confession
and supplication. Yet the cast of their
lives, as a whole, is in the form and
manner of holiness.  The teaching is,
that in establishing a connection with
Christ, they connect themselves with his
death in the act of burial in water (Rom.
vi. 8), and, therefore, are to reckon them-
selves as much dead to sin as a dead man
is dead to everything that pertains to a
living man. “Shall we contince in sin
that grace may abound? God forbid.
How shall we that are dead to siz continue
any longer therein? ”—(Rom, vi. 1.) God
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hath called us to holiness, and, without it,
no man will be saved, however much he
way know the truth theoretically.

As to brotherly love, Paul thinks it
unnecessary to write to the Thessalonians
for two reasons: first, they were taught of
God to love one another, and, secondly,
becaunse they did it “toward all the
brethren that were in all Macedonia.”
As to the first point, the duty of love is
one of the first things put forward in the
testimony of God. The *first command-
ment ” is to exercise it towards God, and
towards oar neighbour in the second place.
It is a fact that love springs, in the first
place, from identity of interest. If two
men are interested in the same thing—it
does not matter what—they become in-
terested in each other, and friendship
is the result. It is the same in the
gospel, but there is a difference
becavse of the difference of the
thing. The gospel is a larger affair than
anything else; it covers every object and
relation of being. It takesin God, which
covers all, and, therefore, the love
springing out of it is of infinite breadth.
When two men love God, their love of
each other is an inevitable and permanent
result. The love of a particular study or
a particular pleasure may create friend-
ship in two men possessing this love; bat
because there are other things and other
interests outside the particular study or
pleasure, their friendship is on a narrow
basis, and liable to destruction from in-
influences arising outside their particular
bond of connection. Thus, two men given
to a particular pleasure may become
enemies when their interests in business
conflict. But there is nothing outside the
love of God, Counsequently friendship on
this foundation is lasting and deep, if the
love and all that it involves lasts, Hence
it is that the love of the brethren, where
the love of Christ reigns, is a true and
sterling love, that nothing ean destroy.
When, besides this, the ¢ new command-
meut " is recognised, this nataral result is

strengthened by the iron band of duty,
and then * we know that we have passed
from death unto life because we love the
brethren.”

Then we have a needed lesson on
business. Paul exhorts the brethren to
be guiet, and to do their own business,
working with their own hands There-
fore. a quietl attendance on the common
occupations of life is part of the life of a
saint,  Upon this it may be asked,
Wherein does the life of a brother of
Christ differ from the life of an industrious
decent sinner? We have the answer in
the motive power of a saint, and the
objects to which he applies the result of
his labour. Paul defines the first in
saying. *“ Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily
as to the Lord, and not unto men, serving
the Lord Christ.”” The whole economy
of a true brother’s life is on this founda-
tion, so that, with him or her, affairs of
business or the house are a channel of
service to the Lord, They are attended
to in the spirit of service to Christ. But
again it may be asked, how does this
performance of them - say. attending to
business for a livelihod or having a care
of the household for the comfort and
health of those who are in it—how does a
saint’s attendance on these things differ
practically from the decent neighbourly
managing creature of the present world ?
The answer is to be found in the differ-
ence of the underlying motive and the
ultimate ohject for which they are per-
formed. In the case of a person living
without God and without hope, business
and the house are looked after for
present gratification and well-being, with-
ont reference to Him by whom all things
consist. God is not in all their thoughts.
House and family and business are all in
all. A saint, on the contrary, attends to
those things as part of a life-service to
God. Then there is this great difference :
“ Having food and raiment.” the saint is
‘ therewith content.”—(1 Tim. vi.8.) He
does not aim to be rich, knowing that
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¢ they that will be rich fall into many
foolish and burtful lusts that drown men
in destruction and perdition.,””—(Ibid.) If
he is industrious and scheming in busi-
ness, it is not that he may lay up
treasure on earth, but that he may have
to give to them that nced (Eph.iv. 28),
and wherewith to exereise the part of a
“ good steward of the manitold grace of
God ™ (1 Pet. iv. 10), that being faithful
in the ‘few things” of ¢ uncertain
riches” (Matt. zxv, 215 1 Tim. vi. 18),
he may be afterwards worthy to share in
that higher trust which the Lord will
extend to his faithful servants at his
coming in power and great glory.—
(Luke xix. 17.) Not that all who profess
the name of Christ carry out these princi-
ples, but these are the principles of the
household, and the principles npon which
the house will be judged at last, without
respect of persons. The maxims of
carnal prudence will be at a discount
when the Lord has returned. Faith is the
foundation principle of the house of God,
and without faith it is impos:ible to please
Him. Therefore, let every man see to it
while the account is still ranning.

Paul desired the Thessalonians to work
¢ that they might have lack of nothing.”
Why did he desire them to have plenty
in their hands? He answers this ques-
tion where he advises the (orinthians

to a cheerful and liberal contri-
bution. He says: *“For God is
able to make all grace abound

toward you, that ye hirwing all sufficiency
in all things, MAY ABOUND UNTO EVERY
coon worRk.'—(2 Cor. ix. 8.) This is the
object always contemplated by the apos-
tles in connection with any surplus over
our needs. The reformed character he
advises to **labour and work with his
own hands the thing that is good, that 2e
may have to give to hum that needeth.’—
(Eph.iv. 28.) And how does he advise
with regard to those that need not to
labour ? His words to Timothy furnish
the answer: * Charge them that are rich

. . . that they be ready to dis-
tribute, willing to communicate, laying up
for themselves a good foundation against
the time to come.”—(1 Tim. vi. 18.)
These maxims are contrary to the
flesbly wind, and put us to the proof.
The practices of men are as different
from then. as possible. As soon as a
mwan gets a large sum, his absorbing idea
is how to make it more, and when he
gets that more, he still enlarges his
schemes that he may enrich himself
indefinitely. The more he gets, the more
scrubby he becomes, The idea of saving
takes possessior of his mind, and para-
lyses every noble impulse. and defiles,
with the ungraciousness of stinginess,
even the little acts of goodness he
squeezes, with much effort, ont of his
dry soul, It is the case of the man with
the barns over again. The same story is
told in every generation. Men lay up
treasure for themselves but are not rich
towards God. They spend little or nothing
for him. They have no faith in laying up
a store in heaven against the time to
come ; and, at last, in every case, comes
the event of the terrible words, “ Thou
fool, this night is thy soul required of
thee; ¥ and the fool dies and is laid in the
bed of corruption for the worms to feed
sweetly on him, while his precious hoard
is squandered by other hands.

The only wise, wholesome, and scrip-
taral policy is the one prescribed by
Peter when he says, “ As every one hath
received the gift. even so minister the
same one to another, as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God.” Christ makes
our faithfulness in this matter the
measore of our fitness for position in his
kirgdom, saying, “If ye have not been
faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who
will commit to your trust the true
riches ? ”’—(Luke xvi. 11.)

These lessons may he disregarded now,
and men may slide along in the security
of their selfish prudences, regardiess of
the voice of Christ commanding a God-
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like course; but the day is mnear when
these comwandments will ring in their
ears with a terrible and appalling force.
Christ comes to render to every man
according to his work, of which he will
judge by the standard of his own word.
When the dead awake, we shall know he
is in the earth, and the living will tremble
who have lived in pleasure and been

wanton, and nursed their fattening hearts
for the day of slaughter, while the poor
among men, and the rich, who have
given themselves a living sacrifice to God,
will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel,
saying, * Lo, this is our God: we have
waited for Him; we will be glad and
rejoice in His salvation,”—Epi7oR.

THE BIBLE TRUE;

OR,

Arguments, Articles, Papers, Extracts and Miscellancous Matter, from various
sources to prove that

THE SCRIPTURES ARE THE AUTHENTIC AND GENUINE RECORDS OF
DIVINE REVELATION,

AND THE ONLY SOURCE, AT PRESENT AVAILABLE TO MAN OF TRUE KNOWLEDGE CONCERN-
ING A FUTURE LIFE, AND THE WAY BY WHICH IT IS TO BE SECURED.

“¢ Concerning Thy testimonies, I have known of old that Thou hast founded them for ever. Thy word i3

true from the beginning.’—(Psalm exix. 152, 160.)

¢ Come hither, and hear the word of the Lord your God.”—(Jos. iii. 9.)
“ He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully : what is the chaff (dreams) to the wheat ? "—

(Jer. xxiii. 28.)

“ When ye received the word of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as

it is in truth, the word of God.”—(1 Thess. ii. 18).

“ The prophecy came not in old time by the will of man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved

by the Holy Spirit.”—(2 Peter 1. 21.)

 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in times unto the fathers by the propiiets, hath
in these last days spoken to us by His Son.”—(reb.i. 1),

“ The sword of the Spirit is the word of God.’—(Eph. vi. 17).

% AUl Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,

Jor instruction in righteousness.”—(2 Tim. iii. 16).

“ Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed.”—(Prov. xiii. 18).
“ Pheir root shall be as rottenness and their blossom shall go up as dust, because they have cast away the
taw of the Lord of Hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.’—(Isaigh v. 24).

Tue best way of attaining a thorough
conviction of the authenticity and genuine-
ness of the Scriptures. and of the divine
character of their origin, is to read them
constantly. In this process of constant
reading (assuming a tolerable acquaintance
on the part of the reader with men, books
and things), a vast number of evidences
will be perceived that are invisivle to the
casual student, and some of which are
scarcely capable of being expressed. Their
united force is simply irresistible to a
penetrating and candid mind. Unbelief is

most confident where there is most ignor-
ance of the Scriptures, and where there is
the least capacity to perceive a logical
result, and least inclination to look after
or receive earnestly the lessons of wisdom.

There are always plenty of shallow
minds with a semi-sharpness, whose pro-
pensities lead them to prefer unbelief, a
bias of which, perhaps, they are scarcely
conscious, but which, nevertheless, strongly
impels them to seek objections and find
difficulties, and give way to arguments
against the Seriptures, and this, perhaps,
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with much show of candour and profession
of desire for “ truth.”” To shut their mouths
is an impossibility; the attempt to convince
them as futile as arguing with a horse. It
is not to meet their hopeless case that this
department is opened in the Christadel-
phian. The object is to comfort the
minds of believers, by strengthening their
faith in the foundation on which they
stand. The world is wicked, cold and

desolating; the times are trying to the last |

point of endurance. The word is a
constant refuge, and, in a sense, nothing
else is needed. Nevertheless, whatever
helps the hand of faith to hold with a
firmer grasp the unseen realities of a
present divine smperintendence and of the
coming glory of God in the earth, is a
comfort by the way which will be accept-
able to every true heart that is toiling in
the hardships of a faithful walk before
God in Christ. For this reason, we pro-
pose to keep this department supplied by
matter tending to establish the truthfulness
of the word of God. This matter will
sometimes be original, but more frequently
culled from a variety of sources. We
shall be thankful to any reader coming
across anything good in this line, who will
send us the same, for the benefit of the
brethren generally,. We make a com-
mencement with the following excellent
remarks by Dr. Thomas, which occur in an
article in the Herald, in reply to a reader
who expressed dissatisfaction with the
Dr’s constant assumption that the Bible

was true. It is headed—

“OQUR ASSUMPTION.

We admit that we have reasoned and
expounded upon the assumption that the
writings of the apostles were AUTHENTIC,
or had everything necessary or requisite
to vive them authority; and were GENUINE,
or not spurious; but just what they
claimed to be, as expressed in themselves.
From personal examination, we were satis-
ficd of the authenticity and genuineness
of the books usually denominated *the
Secriptures ;° and in our course of life.
having been thrown among those who

professed to helieve that the Bible con-
tained the only revelation of the mind,
will, purpose, and promises of God, extant
among men; and that it is, consequently,
not only anthentic. but the only authority
to be deferred to in all religions questions
and controversies. Having stood related
to such as these, we have not hitherto
laboured to convince them of what they
professed to believe already; but confined
ourselves to the confirmation of their pro-
fessed belief, in trying to impart to them an
understanding of what it tanght. We
have succeeded in the work to some limited
degree; but not to the extent the testimony
and the labour bestowed aunthorised one to
expect.  The reason probably is, or at
least it may be one reason, that our uncon-
vinced readers do not really believe the
Bible-teaching to be the voice of God—
that they merely acquiesce in the current
opinion that the Bible is His word in
some sense or other; but really believe
nothing at all abont the matter.”

FLESH AND BLOOD NOT THE
AUTHOR OF THE BIBLE.

But though we have assumed that our
readers were in troth believers in the
authenticity and genuineness of the Bible,
we have ever been presenting them the
strongest possible testimony for its divine
origin and authority in showing them, that
from the very nature of the peculiar prinei-
ples and doctrines it revealed, and which
we have endeavoured to teach them, it
must have come from a source independent
of the laws to which flesh and blood are
subjected. In other words, that the truly
philosophical way to have faith in the Bible
is to understand its teaching We never yet
heard of a man who understood it, denying
that God spake by the prophets and
apostles; but we have heard of many
learned in the wisdom of the world, but
tools in the teaching of the Bible, who
reject it as a cunningly-devised fable.
These persons have been unable to define
and expound one of its first priuciples, and
| yet ihey bave rejected it with scorn and
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contempt. Such a course as this would be | thought destined to stand out from a

condemned as exceedingly unphilosophical
and reprehensible by those very per-
sons, if bibliofidels were to act so in
relation to the subjects they favoured and
approved. We conclude, then, that the
first step to faith in the authenticity and
genuineness of the Scriptures is to under-
stand the doctrine or teaching; in other
words, THE SYSTEM OF IpEAs they reveal.
This system will be found to be swi
generis—as high above any system elabor-
ated by human wisdom, or rather folly, as
the throne of the Eternal is above this
nether earth. From our experience and
observation of flesh and blood in its
literary and spiritual enterprises, which are
in accordance with the history of the
world in all ages, we are certain that no
combination of brains working by blood
arterial, under the excitation derivable
from all that is in the world, and from
their inner consciousness, could elaborate
such a system of iGeas as is peculiar to the
Bible alone. To anyone that understands
it, it is mauifestly not of the flesh; nor in
harmony with the flesh; the flesh it never
flatters, but denounces it as utterly desti-
tute of any good thing; and condemns it
to death, corruption, and final abolition
from the earth. Hence, as it makes war
upon the flesh, and rejects it as profi ing
nothing in regard to the eternal destiny of
the children of Adam, all who are of the
flesh, walking after its principles, impulses,
and failings, reject it as unsunitable to
nature, to nature's laws, and to nature’s
conception of nature’s God.

Nay, verily; nature, that is, flesh and
blood, or ground nature is not, and could
not in the very nature of things be the
author of the Bible. Its ideas are too
grand, too luminous, too exalted for souls
of dusty origin to conceive. None but a
mind comprehending all things at a glanee;
that sees the end from the beginning, with
all those intermediate devious and en-
tangled complications weaving out that
predetermined consummation—none but
such minds could have built up, during
four thousand years, the pyramid of

background of seventy centuries, the
observed, from base to point, of all
earth s ransomed people, so long as the
sun and moon endures. The Bible system
of ideas being of this character, we find
it impossible to attribute any other origin
to it than that which it testifies of itself—
that * prophecy was not actuated at any
time by man’s will, but the holy men of
God spake, being moved by the Holy
Spirit.” This is Peter’s testimony. to which
also Paul consents, saying, *In many
portions and in various ways, God formerly
spake to the fathers in the prophets, during
these last dayvs He spake to us in a Son,
whom He appointed heir of all things.
And the apostles both agreed with Nehe-
miahb, the old Tirshatha of Jerusalem, who
addressing Jehovah, saith, ¢ Thou gavest
also thy Good Spirit to instruct our fathers’
in the wilderness, ‘Many years didst
thou forbear them, and testifiedest against
them by Thy Spirit in Thy prophets, yet
would they not give ear.”

ONE TRUE CAUSE OF
INFIDELITY.

All the testimony for Jesus is contained
in the Seriptures. If it be not there, it is
nowhere else among men. Many a heart
and brains' is denied access to that
testimony by educational and circumstan-
tial hindrances, whos: owner would other-
wise not only confess that Jesus is
Jehovah, but would also believe the
gospel and obey it, if he could but free
himself, or be freed, from their trammels.
The men whose hearts and brains are not
to be envied, are those having the hearts
and brains of presidents, professors, theolo-
gists, and clergymen, who are ever
babbling about divinity in trinity, ana
making the word of God of none effect by
their traditions. It is such men as these
that have perverted the people, and turned
them into merely nominal believers of the
Bible, which is literally of no use in the
matter of clerical picty and religion. The
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Bible has fallen into desuetude, and
“ ignorance ” has become among Protest-
ants, who once boasted that the Bible was
their religion, truly ‘the mother of
devotion.”> 1In fact, infidelity now reigns
in church and world, and all its * hearts
and brains ” are overpowered with spiritnal
surfeiting and drunkenness.

Gibbon, Hume, Volney, and Voltaire
were men whose want of faith in the
Bible was mainly attributable to the
hearts and brains of the clerical orders of
their respective countries. Volney and
Voluire only knowing Christianity as
burlesqued in the sprinkled Paganism of
Europe, renounced * the church,” and
uttered impieties against the Jesus of the
idiotic and demoniac priests of Rome.
Gibbon and Hume were surrounded by
similar influences. They looked at Chris-
tianity through the state religions or pros-
titutions of Britain, and rejected it, as the
Jews now reject it, because they do not
understand the Old and New Testaments,
and confound Romanism, Protestantism,
and Sectamanism  with the doctrine of
Christ. It is the clergy that make men
infidels, by teaching them nonsense which
makes the Bible unintelligible and fabulous
to all thinking men who try to 1nterpret it,
by their traditions. This Gibbon, Hume,
and others found it impossible to do; and,
therefore, instead of rejecting the foolish-
ness of the clergy, and holding on to the
Bible as not responsible for the ignorance
and sophistry of learned fools, they rejected
the whole affair, and avowed themselves
the disciples of nature, and the hiero-
phants of what is termed by that school
4 Nature's God.’

‘MIRACLES.

The word ‘miracle,” in Seripture, is
epas, teras, a wonder, and is used in
sixteen texts in the New Testament, but
always in connection with other words, as
ogpctov, sémeiom, a sign; Svvamus,
dunamis, power; Or pEQLOLOS, merismos,
distribution. In Heb. ii. 4, Paul intro-

duces the four words, saying, that God bore

witness to the apostolic testimony, by
signs and wonders, and various powers
and distributions of Holy Spirit, accord-
ing to His will” Objectors to the mani-
festations of divine energy, as ‘opposed
to the laws of nature, and against human
experience, group these imdiscriminately
under the word ¢ miracles,’ which they
regard as violations of nature’s laws, so
that their proposition amounts to this,
namely, ‘4 sign, a wonder, power and
distributions of Holy Spirit, are all
contrary to the laws of nature, and
against human experience!’ But in
opposition to this, we venture to affirm
that these things are all in accordance
with nature’s laws, and in harmony with
human experience in a maultitnde of in-
stances. Thus, ¢the lights in the firma-
ment of the heavens are for signs.—(Gen.
i. 14.) The rainbow is @ sign that the
earth shall be no more submerged by a
flood of waters.—(Gen. ix. 12, 13.)
Isaiah and his sons were for signs and
wonders in Israel.—(chap. viii. 18.) There
is nothing in all this contrary to nature’s
laws or staggering to human experience;
but perfectly reasonable in the bearings
thereof.

Bat ¢ wonders and signs’ used oftentimes
to go together. Thus, Moses was a subject
of wonder in his own person. He put his
hand into his bosom, and when he drew it
out ‘it wasleprous assnow;’ and he put it
in again, and withdrew it a second time,
‘and it was turned again as his other
flesh.” This was wonderful, but was it
contrary to nature’s laws, and human ex-
perience ! Do men ever have the leprosy
and get cured? Yes, but not so suddenly.
Truly; and the suddenness of the thing
made it an especial wonder. Its suddenness
was not contrary to Moses’ experience,
for it happened to him, but then not as yet
within the range of other people’s experi-
ence; and as to human experience in
general, we venture to say that it is not yet
acquainted with all the wonders which are
educible by the itensifying of laws already
existing, many of which it is to be pre-
sumed haman experience, though very wise
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in its own conceit, has not yet discovered
by its philosophisings and experiments !

Now the sudden infliction and cure of a
disease (which on a larger scale was re-
peated in the case of Miriam, the sister of
Moses) was not only a wonder but a sign
to be exhibited before Israel in Egypt, in
confirmation of the truth that the God of
Abraham had appeared to him, as he
declared. This was what the wonder sig-
nified when performed in connexion with
Moses’ declaration, that the God of Abra-
ham had appeared to him, and sent him to
deliver them. When the wonder was per-
formed, it became an item of human ex-
perience; and apart from any declaration,
only signified to Moses and those who saw
it, the presence of a ‘supernatural power.
The declaration of the angel at the bush,
made the wonder a special sign; and every
Jew that rejoices in Moses as their de-
liverer from Egypt, is & living witness that
a sign and a wonder are reasonable and
possible things, and according to the
experience of 600,000 men, who, in conse-
quence of this experience, put themselves
under Him as their commander and
prophet king.

But all wonders are not genuine. Some
in the Scriptures are ‘lying wonders’
Jannes and Jambres performed wonders
‘by their enchantments’ but had at
length to give up the contest, and confess
that Moses performed his wonders by the
power of God. Paul also predicted that
¢ power and signs, snd lying wonders’
would be displayed in the establishment of
the apostasy. which now, as a pall of
intense darkness, overspreads the world.
The existence of these very counterfeits in
all the countries where the apostles laboured
through all ages since, is- a standing and
living testimony to the fact, that signs and
wonders, powers and- distribution of Holy
Spirit, were formerly familiar elements of
human experience, and assuredly believed
to have been performed by the finger of
God.

¢I am Jehovah (saith the Spirit) the
powers (elohai) of all flesh;’ ‘by me
they live and move and do exist;’ ‘s

there anything too hard for me?’ Has
He given laws to nature, and can He not
work great wonders upon and through that
nature vastly greater than the natural
mind has ever yet experienced or con-
ceived? Is nature subject to mo other
laws than are known to men? Are their
knowledge and experience to be the
measure of Omuiscience?  Cannot the
Power that made man, raise him from the
dead, give him sight, and heal him of
whatever malady aflicts him, in an instant ?
All these things He can do, and more than
we can conceive, and upon principles it
has not yet entered into the heart of man
to divine.

CHRISTIANITY NOT BASED UPON
MIRACLES.

It is said that Christianity is based upon
miracles. To those who read the Scriptures
but do not study them, this may be taken
as evidently true. They see that signs and
wonders are frequently narrated in the
Scriptures, and, therefore, imagine that the
system of ideas they revealed is based upon
what they consider a violation of the
laws of nature, with which, indeed, all the
philosophers of the human race that ever
lived, put together, have been only micros-
copically acquainted. The foundation of
Christian doctrine is not signs and wonders,
but the verbal promises of the Eternal, who
cannot lie. 1fsigns and wonders had never
been wrought, these promises would still
remain.  The signs and wonders were
originally performed to convince the
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
of the ninth and forty-second generations
from Abraham, that the Eternal Spirit
spoke by Moses and Jesus. It is not
necessary here to speak of the intermediate
times; what we are aiming at is suffi-
ciently established by what happened in the
ninth  and forty-decond.  These two
gencrations are representative of the na-
tion; and the purpose of Jehovah was to
make this nation His witness as long as the
years of God.  Thus He said to this
nation, ‘Y® ARE MY WITNESSES, saith
Jehovah, aND MY SERVANT whom I have
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chosen; that ye may belicve and know,
and understand that T am He; before me
there was no Ai1L formed, nor shall there
be after me. I am HE who sHALL BE
YT Y2IR VIN anoki anoki yah-
veh;) and beside me no Saviour.” ¢ Ye are
my witnesses. Is there an Eloah besides
me ? Yea, there is no Rock; I know not
any.’—(Isaiah xliii. 10, 11; xliv. 8.)
Individuals and generations die and pass
away, and the non-Hebrew nations, called
Gentiles, sooner or later, perish from the
earth; but the Hebrew nation is immortal,
as it is written, * Though I will make a
full end of all the nations whither I have
scattered thee, yet will I not make a full
end of thee, O Jacob, my servant; but I
will correct thee in measure, and will not
leave thee altogether unpunished ’—(Jer.
xxx. 11; xlvi. 28.)

Here, then, is a witnessing nation for
all generations, to whom, says Paul. ¢ were
committed the oracles of God. And what
if some did not believe? Shall their
unbelief make the faith of God without
effect? '—(Rom. iii. 3.) He considered that
this committal of the Scriptures to Israel's
care, gave the Jews a great advantage
over the Gentiles. Now, Jehovah by His
signs and wonders convinced this nation of
the divine mission and inspiration of the
prophets, whom they maltreated, rebelled
against, and put to death often, because
they woald not prophesy to them ‘smooth
things.’” Such a nation is certainly a credi-
ble witness in the premisses—witnessing to
the truthfulness and excellency of the men
who convicted them of the most hideous
abominations against God and men. This
nation, contemporary with Moses, with
Jesus, and with ourselves as living wit-
nesses, testifies that the Eternal proved to
them satisfactorily and so demonstratively,
that they have never been able to forget
it; that Moses had seen His messenger at
the bush, and that he had been made a
God to Pharaoh, with Aaron for his
prophet; and constituted both at the bush
and at Sinai, the Captain of their Salva-
tion from FEgypt, and the lawgiver,
prophet, and king for the Eternal over

Israel. That their faith in this had not
wavered for three thousand four hundred
years, and more; and they have not, and
could not, honestly deny it, though ex-
termination by the most cruel tormerts
might depend. Were they to deny it,
their whole history would pronounce them
to be contemptible and perjured villains.
It is impossible, therefore, that they canm
give any other testimony concerning Moses
than that which is on record in the public
archives of the nation, called the Bible, or
THE BOOK.

Now there is not in the world the first
inkling of contemporary testimony even to
cast a doubt upon the truth of this great
national conviction. No one can, therefore,
say, ‘I do not believe that Moses ever
existed, or that he was the Eternal’s
prophet, historian, and registrar’ As
faith is the belief of testimony, and the
testifnony does not exist, such an one can
have no snch faith. He may play the fool,
indeed, and say ‘I dont believe,’ and when
asked the reason, say ‘becausel don’t!’
But what is the value of a fool’s dissent
from the united testimony of so ancient
and renowned a nation as Jacob? It is
lighter than vanity, and nought to be
accounted of.

Well, then, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, and Deuteronomy, called the
Pentateuch, contain a true and faithful
account of things from ¢ the beginning’ to
the death of Moses inclusive, the nation to
whom they were committed being witness
in all its generations. Certainly, in regard
to this, it is a great foundation to stand on.
They are authentic and genuine records,
and being assured of this, we have *the
assurance of faith, and do not need
“miracles,” which could add nothing useful.
The foundation of Christianity is laid in
Genesis, where Moses has recorded the
promises of the Eternal Spirit. We believe
those promises, not because of signs and
wonders, but because Moses, the servant of
Jehovah, declares that God made them ac-
cording as he has stated. The doctrine of
Christ is based upon the promises in Gen.
iil, 15; xil. 2, 8, 7; xiii. 15-17; xv. 5, 6
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18-21; xviil, 5-8; xxi. 10, 12; xxii. 15-
18, These passages are the basis. Abel
and the sons of God before the flood
believed the promise in Gen. iii. 15, as a
matter of testimony; and Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Joseph, and Moses believed all the
passages in the same way—they believed
the promises without signs and wonders;
so that their Christianity rested upon the
Word of God ecredibly testified. *We
walk by faith, not by sight’ of signs and
wonders. ‘A wicked and adulterous
generation demands a sign;’ we are not of
this sort, but believing Moses’ writings,
we receive as genuine and authentic the
promises he records.

Thus we have seen that the foundation of
Christianity is declared to have been
1aid, and proved to have been so. Moses
declares it; and Jehovah's witnessing na-
tion testifies that he is infallible authority
in the matter.

When Jesus came to the forty-second
generation of Abraham's posterity, the
great object of his mission was not to
perform signs and wonders, but to deliver
a message to Israel from the Eternal
Spirit, announcing to them peace through
the re-establishment of the kingdom,
which was then prostrate before their
enemies. The signs and wonders he per-
formed by Holy Spirit power were to con-
vince that generation that God approved
him, and spoke by him, as he had by
Moses. This conviction was thoroughly
wrought into the minds of thousands of
the nation, both priests and people; and
into those also of such multitudes of con-

temporary Gentiles, that they abandoned
their gods, and became Jews by adoption,
being circumcised with the circumcision of
the Christ, in putting off the body of the
sing of the flesh, when buried with him in
baptism.—(Col. ii. 2.) From that day to
this, all true believers of the other nations
become Jews when they become Chris-
tians, and thus become an element of the
Hebrew nation, and therefore, WirNessEs
oF Gop.

These two classes, then, the believing
Jews and Gentiles of the first century,
became a witnessing mation, and are
styled in the New Testament, THE
ECCLESIA, because called out by the gospel
invitation to possess bereafter the king-
dom when restored to Israel. This
generation of believers contemporary with
Christ and the apostles, being thoroughly
enlightened and convinced, they became, to
all subsequent generations, what the ninth
generation from Abraham was to them—
credible witnesses for Jesus. Thisecclesia
was constituted °the pillar and support of
the truth, whose mission, in its several
generation, is not to perform signs and
wonders, but ¢ to contend earnestly for the
faith once for all delivered to the saints,’
and, in so doing, to savé themselves, and
those that hear them. ¢ The things that
thou hast heard of me among witnesses,
the same commit thou to faithful men,
who shall be able to teach others also.”’—
(2 Tim. ii. 2.) This was the arrange-
ment for the future—by teaching the
testimony; not by signs and wonders.

OUR WARFARE,
IN WHICH ATTACKS UPON THE TRUTH,

FROM WHATEVER QUARTER, ARE MET AND REPELLED,

“ Casting down imaginations and every high thing that evalieth itself against the knowledge of God.”

““CHRISTADELPHIANS NOT CHRISTIANS.”

HaviNe disposed of Mr: Grant, a number of
other adversaries claim attention. But they
are small by the side of Mr, Grant, and call

for nothing very lengthy or thorough.
There is first Mr, Govett’s Christadelphian
not Christians, a pamphlet of sixty-two
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pages, which has been industriously circu-
Iated wherever a known fresh effort has been
made for the truth, [¢ has already been
answered in a pamphlet entitled Ereuna, by
a former friend, of equal size with
Mr. Govett's pamphlet; but we deem it
advisable to take fresh notice of it, because
of the use made of the fact, that we have
never answered it. 'We have never answered
it, becanse we have been too much employed
in other parts of the field of conflict. We
once made a commencement, but were
obliged to break off. Actually, Mr. Govett
is answered in our replies to the ¢ Rev.”
Mr, Barnett (Defence, &c., which is being
reprinted) ; the “ Rev.” Dr. Angus (Ever-
lasting Punishment, &c.); and our reply to
Mr. Grant, now completed; for he brings
nothing forward that they have not urged
with greater force. Still a new name and a
new style, perhaps, calls for independent
notice. Our notice, however, does not
require to be lengthy.

He calls the Christadelphians ¢ Millen-
arian Unitarians,”” presumably because the
Christadelphians believe in one God, and
that Christ and the saints will reign a
thousand years. The description, however,
is inappropriate. A ‘““millenarian > is one
who believes in ¢ the millennium,” as an
opinion to which he attaches no importance
as regards salvation, holding as Christians
and brethren, professors of all denominations
who reject the millennium as a dream. The
Christadelphians, on the other hand, believe
the doctrine of the kingdom of God to be
the central pillar of the gospel—(Luke
iv. 43; viii, 1; Aects viiil. 12; xxviii. 30, 31.)
Therefore, they are nut ¢ millenarians’’
in the ordinary acceptance of that term.
Then they are by no means “ Unitarians.”’
Mr. Govett appends a fuotnote-definition of
¢ Unitarian,”” whick ought to have precluded
him from applying it. The footnote (from
Webster) sets forth that a Unitarian is one
who “ aseribes divinity to the Father oNLY ;”
also (Library Dictionary), one “ who denies
the divinity of Jesus Christ and of the Holy
Spirit.”” The Christadelphians do not deny,
but heartily believe in the divinity of Jesus
Christ. They do not, like Unitarians, look
upon Christ as a mere man of high excel-
lences. They believe he was God manifest
in the flesh. What they deny is, that he
was the Son manifest in the flesh, They

believe that he was the Son, but that the
divinity resident in him was the Father, as
he says, < It is the Father who is in me that
doeth the works . . . of mine
own self I can do nothing.”” And as to the
Holy Spirit, they believe in the divinity
thereof in the most absolute sense,

Mr. Govett, therefore, makes a false start
in his opening sentence. It is mext to be
observed that Mr. Govett himself is far from
being orthodox. He teaches (p. 87) that
““the souls of @/l men at death go to a place
called hades;” and that they remain in
custody till Jesus calls them forth in
resurrection from the place of the dead:
though inconsistently enough, on p. 34, he
contends, in connection with Paul’s desire to
“depart and be with Christ,”” that “to
depart out of the flesh,” is “at once to be
with Christ”’ As Christ went out of Aades
at his resurrection (V¢de—* Thou wilt not
leave my soul in Aades”), he is no longer
there. Therefore, if all souls go to kades,
and remain there till the resurrection, how
can they ¢ at once be with Christ’* when
they depart out of the fiesh ? This is a little
difficulty Mr. Govett has evidently over-
locked. However, the main point is, that
Mr. Govett is heterodox. He teaches that
the state of the dead is “ neither heaven nor
hell, but Aades” (p. 39). All Protestant
Christendom, which is the Christendom with
which the Christadelphians come more
particularly into collision, teaches that the
dead go either to heaven or hell. Mr. Govett,
who comes forward as the champion of
orthodoxy, says ¢ Neither!”’ He had better
take care lest the orthodoxists repudiate his
advocacy, and come out with a pamphlet,
“ Govettites not Christians.”

Not only does Mr. Govett teach a new
doctrine, as thoroughly heterodox as the
detested Christadelphians: he actually helps

. the Christadelphians against the orthodox.

He says “Mr. Roberts quotes many passages
of Seripture, and at times seems to argue with
much force from them, in contradicting
statements very commonly made by Christ-
ians.”” How comes this to be the case,
Mr, Govett? 'What is the reason ? Hear the
extraordinary reply of a man coming forward
as the defender of popular theology. ¢ The
reason of this is, that popular theology has,
in several tmportant points, WANDERED
FROM THE WORD OF Gopn!” What is the
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meaning of this, but this, that the Christa-
delphians are right in their contention as to
¢ several important points?’’ and if Mr.
Govett admits they are right on ¢ several
important points,” perhaps somebody else may
admit that on other *“important points” to
which Mr. Govett at present demurs, they
are right also; and thus it might appear (as
it assuredly will do on a thorough examina-
tion), that they are right on all points.

Mr. Govett goes wonderfully far in his
support of the Christadelphian argument.
He says ‘Christadelphians have Scripture
on their side, in refusing the common phrases
about the righteous dead—viz.,, “they are
gone to heaven,” “to glory,” “to reward,”
¢ they are singing with the ransomed round
the throne,” &ec. “ For what God teaches”
continues Mr. Govett, “is that the resurrection
of the man is the Christian’s hope,”’ &o.
Another, of Mr. Govett's way of thinking
(a Mr. Coleman of Peterborough,) who dis-
tributed Mr. Govett’s pamphlet recently, also
acknowledged in a lecture delivered against
them, that the Christadelphians were right
as to the kingdom, only that it extended to
heaven as well. It would really seem as if
Mr. Govett’s pampblet ought to be entitled,
“ Neither Christians wor Christadelphians
Christians.”” The pamphlet goes to this:
for baving said that popular theology has
wandered far out of the way, Mr. Govett
adds: “It will be well for Christians if the
barking and biting of this fierce mastiff
(Mr. Govett’s vigorous simile for the Editor)

drive the sheep into the walls of the fold:”
ergo, they are not in the walls of the fold,
and as the only true Christians are those in
the fold, Christians so-called outside the fold
are not Christians. And then we should
have to ask, Where is the fold? And it
would turn out that Mr. Govett’s com-
munity is the fold, and that Mr. Govett’s
pamphlet ought to have been sub-titled,
¢ No Christians on earth except those of
Mr. Govett’s way of thinking.,”” Thus
rectified in its professions, Mr. Govett’s
pamphlet would be of as little use to an
orthodox believer as a Christadelphian
publication. And in truth, this is how the
matter stands. Mr. Govett’s pamphlet
does mot raise the issue between Christa-
delphians and Christians, but between the
Christadelphians and Mr. Govett,and between
Mr. Govett and Christians. This being so,
we can dismiss Mr. Govett’s whole
endeavour as an insignificant one, and not
likely to help the enemy against the truth;
but contrariwise, to show the enemy that there
is more ground for the allegations of the
truth than the enemy might otherwise have
supposed. The enemy, doubtless, is glad at
first to get hold of Mr. Govett’s book, because
the enemy is so utterly powerless in himself
to withstand attacks ; but on the examination
of the book, he will be surprised, then
annoyed, then indignant, and will finally
dismiss it as something worse than a
doubtful ally.

SATURDAY EVENING SORIPTURE STUDIES.

4 Meditate upon these things.

Give thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear to all.

Take

heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine; continue in them, for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself

and them that hear thee,”—(1 Timothy iv. 15-16).

*“ Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard, and a
book of remembrance was written before him, for them that feared the Lord and thought upon His name;
and they shall be mine, saith the Lord, in that day when I make up my jewels.’—(Malachi iii. 16-17),

It will be remembered that some time
ago, a Saturday Evening Meeting was
commenced, at the Editor's house (64,
Belgrave Road, Birmingham), for the
review of special points in  the
previous week's daily Secripture reading
by the Bible Companion. This meeting
is in successful progress from week to

week, in the garden-room erected by
sister Roberts, being attended by those
who read the Scriptures daily, and have
a supreme interest in divine matters.
Many interesting things come under
notice from time to time. It is proposed
in this department to utilise these for
the general benefit by publishing a
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monthly synopsis of what transpires, or
rather of a selection from what comes
forward, for it would be obviously im-
possible to report all, or even & moderate
part of all that comes under notice with-
out unduly monopolising space. We make
& commencement this month by giving
some opening remarks from brother J. J.
Andrew, read in his absence some months
ago. They relate, as will be seen, to the
daily reading of that day (August 15th.)
They are thrown into the form of
supposed
EXTRACTS

FROM UNINSPIRED CHRONICLES,

W hich might have been written at the time,

with reference to the events narrated in 1
Kings x., Jer. xxxvi., and Luke iii,

1—THE QUEEN OF SHEBA’S
VISIT.
JERUSALEM, B.0. 992,

The visit of the Queen of Sheba has
caused quite a sensation in our midst.
‘We have had visits from Royal person-
ages before, but none of them have been
under such interesting and auspicious
circumstances.  Instead of coming to
contend for the triumphs of war, she
eame to witness the victories of peace.
She had heard reports in her own do-
minion of the magnificence of our
reigning Sovereign, and his marvellous
wisdom. Unlike the generality of con-
temporary sovereigns, she manifested
both humility and frankness. Her ques-
tions were most numerous and difficult,
but they were all readily answered by
our wise king. And he freely exhibited
to her all the wonders of his palace, with
its numerous retinue of servants. With
all that she saw and heard she was
highly delighted. Indeed, she was quite
overpowered with astonishment ; for she
confessed that the report brought to her,
and of which she had been incredulous,
so far from being exaggerated, as is
frequently the case, was far below the
mark. And, although outside our nation,
and, therefore, ignorant of the God of
our fathers, she conld not refrain from
blessing Jehovah, our strength, for
loving irael and raising up Solomon to
be our king. To show that these were

not empty words, she supplemented them
with valuable presents, eomprising one
hundred and twenty talents of gold, and
an abundance of costly spices and
precious stones. These royal benefactions
were reciprocated by our anointed king,
who gave to his queenly visitor out of
his revenues, in addition to whatever she
asked for.

Now that the visit is over, and before
the excitement pertaining to it has passed
away, it is well that our people should
indulge in a few reflections concerning
it. Until the ascension of our present
king, our nation has been in almost a
constant state of ecommotion, either by
internal broils or by external belligerents,
Amid such a ruffled state of things as
this, peace and prosperity were impossible,
and complimentary visits from foreign
sovereigns impracticable. And even if
they had come, we had nothing to
exhibit which would have been any
attraction to them. But Jehovah having
given us peace from all our enemies,
has raised us up a king whom He has
endowed with riches and wisdom. Con-
sidering the ingratitude which our
fathers manifested in rejecting that God-
fearing judge, Samuel, and calling for a
king, this is far better treatment than we
deserve. And now, to show the exalted
position to which He can raise us as a
nation, He has caused a Gentile Queen to
come and render obeisance to our king.
These events should be a warning and
an encouragement. We have, through
our transgressions, been frequently pun-
ished; and now, as a manifestation of
divine favour for the way in which the
name of the Lord has been recently
honoured by Kings David and Solomon,
he has blessed us socially and politically.
It is only by continuing to honour
Jehovah that we can hope to retain these
material blessings. Let us, therefore,
both individually and collectively mani-
fest that righteousness which exalteth a
nation. We may be quite sure that such
a course will enable us to realise the
promise made by Jehovah, through our
prophet Moses, that He would, if we
were obedient to Him, make us a peculiar
treasure unto Him above all people, and
transform us into a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation. On our king, there
devolves a very heavy responsibility.
His influence for good or for ill is
illimitable. A great deal depends upon
the course of conduct he may pursue.
If he set a good example, the moral tone
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of the whole nation may be considerably
elevated. But if he neglect the statutes
and ordinances of Jehovah, laxity will be
certain to prevail more or less among all

circles of society. And this will be a |

prelude to our national downfall.
Through the favour of the God of Abra-
ham, our king has been blessed with both
riches and wisdom. Let him not be
puffed up with these superior advantages;
he should remember that they place him in
a more responsible position, and are
intended to be used for the glory of God,
not for the gratification of the flesh, If
he duly recognise this and act upon it,
then he will be loved by all those who
love Jehovah; for *“ when the righteous
are in authority the people rejoice.”

2—JEREMIAH AND KING
JEHOIAKIM.
JERUSALEM, B.C. 607.

Last year, the prophet Jeremiah re-
ceived instructions from the Lord to
takea parchmentrolland writeonitall that
had previously been revealed to him con-
cerning the judgments threatened against
Israel, Judah, and the surrounding na-
tions. The object was to give unto us,
the house of Judah, another opportunity
of turning from our unrighteous ways.
In the fulfilment of this command,
Jeremiah called in the assistance of
Baruch the Secribe, to whom he dictated
the words of the Lord that were to be
written down. Being unable to go into
the house of the Lord himself, he instruc-

~ted Baruch to go there on a fast day, and
to read the contents of the scroll before
the large multitude assembled on such
occasions.

The opportunity for carrying out this
injunction did not occur until the recent
fast. Among those present was Mich-
aiah, who, after hearing Baruch read the
prophetic message, proceeded to the
Scribe’s chamber in the king’s house,
where he found all the princes sitting,
and to whom he rehearsed the contents
of the scroll. Their curiosity was ex-
cited to such an extent that they imme-
diately sent for Baruch, and requesfed
him to read the scroll to them. He did
so, and it produced great fear in their
minds. After agking him how the scroll
‘had been written, they took possession of
it, and placed it in the chamber of
Elishama the Secribe. Then they re-
peated its contents to the king, who, not

satisfied with a secondhand account, sent
Jehudi for the scroll. It being winter,
the king was, according to custom, occu-
pying the winter palace. Before Jehudi
had read aloud more than three or
four leaves of it, the king became either
8o enraged or wearied with it, that he
cut it with his penknife and threw it
into the fire which was burning on the
hearth before him. No fear was out-
wardly manifested by either the king or
any of his courtiers. Nevertheless, three
of the latter beseeched the king not to
commit such an outrageous act. For
their timely protest they are deserving
of having their names made known;
and, therefore, we commemorate them:
Elnathan, Delaiah, and Gemariah. But
their counsel was wholly unheeded ; the
king persisted in burning the scroll.

After treating the words of Jehovahin
such a disrespectful manner, it is not a
matter for wonder that the king should
issue commands for Jeremiah and Baruch
to be taken captive. But this was more
easily said than done. Jehoiakim has
yet to learn that the Lord’s faithful
prophets and scribes are watched over
and protected by Omne who is more
powerful than any earthly king. Jere-
miah and Baruch have just realised this
divine truth; for the Lord hid them
from the wrath of Jehoiakim. Moreover,
He instructed Jeremiah to write another
scroll, containing all that was in the
former one, and in addition, many- other
things of like import. With the aid of
his amanuensis, Baruch the prophet has
faithfully carried out this divine com-
mand.

By this literary reproduction, our
godless king is shown how futile it is to
attempt to destroy a revelation from God.
To suppose that by burning the prophetic
scroll he could prevent the fulfilment of
any of the judgments it contained is
childish in the extreme. What an in-
finitesimal conception of the Deity must
anyone have who acts in such a foolish
and irreverent way! All the divine com-
munications we have received since our
deliverance from Egypt to the present
time, clearly show that we cannot more
readily offend the God whom Abraham
worshipped than by treating His words
with neglect or contempt. Jehoiakim
has been guilty of this in a very gross
degree. Tor there can be no doubt that
his outward action is a correct index of
the inward state of his mind. The
whole course of his reign shows that he
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has little or no regard for the word of the
Lord. What would any of the surround-
ing kings think if he were scornfully to
burn any written communication sent
to him by them? Would they not be
roused to the highest pitch of indigna-
tion, and demand reparation, supporting
it, probably, by a display of military
power ? If such would be the result of
a breach of royal courtesy in the case of a
Gentile king, what must we expect from
Him who has far higher claims on our
veneration? The answer to this is to be
found in the awful punishment which
Jeremiah has been commissioned to
announce to Jehoiakim :—“ Thus saith
the Lord of Jehoiakim, king of Judah,
he shall have none to sit upon the throne
of David, and his dead body shall be cast
out in the day to the heat, and in the
night to the frost. And I will punish
him and his seed .and his servants for
their iniguity; and I will bring upon
them and upon the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem, and upon the men of Judah, all
the evil that I have pronounced against
them, but they hearkened not.”

It may be thought by some that it is
unjust for any besides the king to be
punished. But the principle of this
divine action is not far to seek. The
conduct of Jehoiakim in burning the
seroll is only one incident in a continuous
course of deflance against the Majesty of
the heavens—not by the king merely, but
by the great majority of his subjects.
The object of the Lord in communicating
to us the contents of the scroll was, if
possible, to produce a change of mind in
His king and His people. But this well-
intentioned effort has been unsuccessful.
The mind of the present generation
is too hardened to be influenced by the
wisdom that cometh from above. Under
these circumstances the only course for
all God-fearing men and women is to
avow their disapproval of the wickedness
of the king and his followers, and quietly
but steadily to pursue the way of right.
eousness, in the hope that they may
escape the judgments which are impend-
ing over our people.

3.—THE APPEARANCE OF JOHN
THE BAPTIST.
JERUSALEM, A.D. 26.

The appearance of another prophet,
after such a long famine of prophetic
messengers; is very paturally causing &

great commotion. The people flock to
him in great numbers., It is quite
cheering to see the immense crowds,
which by virtue of his mission h e is
called upon to address. It is to be hoped
that it is a sign of a spiritual resurrection
among the remnant of the house of
Jacob. For each class of his hearers the
prophet John has a word of instruction
or warning, whether they be soldiers,
publicans, Pharisees, Sadducees, or the
people generally. The last-named class
he exhorts to give of their clothing and
food to those who are in need ; the publi-
cans he commands to exact no more
taxes than are due to the State; the
soldiers are told to be content with their
present pay, and to neither accuse others
talsely nor do violence to any man. The
estimation in which he holds the pro-
fessedly religious classes, the Pharisees
and Sadducees, is shown by his denom-
inating them serpents, and expressing
astonishment that they should do any-
thing to flee from the wrath to come.
He rebukes them for their habit of
pluming themselves on being the children
of Abraham, and as a test of their
sincerity in coming to hear him, he
advises them to bring forth spiritual fruit
in harmony with their latest professions.
Those who have been accustomed to
notice the contrast between the actions of
these would-be spiritual guides and the
teaching of Moses and the prophets,
cannot fail to have seen that they are
unfit for the position which they assume
to occupy. They do not even act up to
their own teaching ; they say one thing
and do another: a course of conduct
which anyone with the slightest know-
ledge of human nature must know will
bring both the persons who pursue it and
their professed principles into contempt.
They are most punctilious about matters
of little or no importance, but to the
leading ecommandments they give no
attention, From the prophetJohn'sadvice,
that they should bring forth fruits in
harmony with a professed change of mind,
it is clear that they are very deficient in
acceptable fruit. To them, therefore, is
applicable his axiom that “Every tree
which bringeth not forth good fruit is
heWn down and cast into the fire: in
this, together with his expression,
“wrath to come,”’” may be seen an inti-
mation of a coming doom on all or a
portion of our people. Its extent will no
doubt be determined by the line of
denunciation which divides the fruit~
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producing class from the fruitless portion
of the community. What will be its
precise nature, or when it will take place
it is impossible to say ; but the probability
is that this generation will suffer it,
because John says * Now is the axe laid
unto the root of the trees.”” We would,
therefore, counsel such as desire to
:scape the doom here indicated to follow
the teaching of our latest prophet. The
burden of his preaching is not very
voluminous: it may be all summed up in
“ Change your minds and be baptised for
the remission of sins.”  The change
required is one that has beenlong needed.
The few who have had respect unto the
law of Moses aud the prophetic word,
have for some time past lamented the
religious waste existing around them.
The appearance of John the Baptiser is,
therefore to them like an oasis in the
desert. It is to them a herald of the
manifestation of one greater than he.
Often have they pondered over the
propheey of Isaiah concerning the voice
in the wilderness, and wondered how it
was to be fulfilled. The coming of the
prophet John affords a solution to these
queries. The fact that he confines him-
self to the wilderness of Judea and the
banks of the Jordan, is strong testimony
that he is the predicted * Voice.” And
this is greatly strengthened by the
burden of his preaching, which is in
entire harmony with that of the prophets
who have gone before him. True, he
introduces a ceremony which, as one for
general practice, is new ; but that is no
reason for neglecting his admonitions.

Immersion is no doubt instituted as a
test of our obedience. If we have put
into practice the greatest commandment
given to us through Moses, to love the
Lord our God with all our heart, soul,
and mind, we shall have no difficulty in
complying with such a simple injunction
as this. Those who give heed to it can
look forward with joy to the coming of
him whose way is now being prepared.
From the language of John there can be
no doubt that this coming one is our
long-looked for Messiah. His message
confirms the report, which some will
recollect, about 26 or 27 years ago, that a
child had been born of the lineage of
David, who should be great and should
sit on the throne of his father David.
From this it may be concluded that he is
now in our midst, though how he is to be
identified it is impossible to say. No
doubt he will be made known in due
time. John’s message concerning him
indicates that his appearance will be
succeeded by blessing to some and by
punishment to others; for he is to
baptise with the Holy Spirit and with
fire, and to gather the wheat into his
garner, but burn up the chaff. Let each
one strive to be a part of the wheat
which is to be stored up for future use,
remembering that it is predicted by
David that when Messiah’s kingdom is
established, there shall be a handful of
corn on the top of the mountains whose
fruit shall shake like Lebanon. Only
those who bring forth fruit now will be
permitted to be exalted then.

BIBLE MARKING; AND HINTS TO BIBLE-MARKERS.

Awnownast the various things which have
grown out of, and become incorporated
with, the work of the truth in these latter
days, not the least important is that which
most of our readers will at once recognise
under the term ¢ Bible-marking.” We
say it has grown out of the work of reviv-
ing and propagating the truth in the
present century ; for we believe the art—
if we may so call it—has never been prac-
tised to more than a very infinitestimal
extent by the * orthodox.” And indeed
the reason for this latter fact is not far to
seek. “ Bible-marking” is an “inven-
tion” of which “necessity is the mother,”
the necessity in the case having been the
want of some system to enable those who

“contend for the faith once delivered to
the saints,”” and who strive to build
themselves up in that faith, to refer
readily to any passage of Scripture they
might require in their endeavour to dis-
charge either of these duties. Now,
inasmuch as “orthodox” religion is
not based upon what the Scriptures teach
(although it professes to be s0), but
shrouds them in mystery, and makes them
to a great extent incomprehensible, it
naturally fails to stimulate its professors
to a diligent study of the Seriptures for
their own edification ; and the latitudin-
arian spirit of the present day has to a
great extent removed the incentive to
“ earnestly contend”’ for even what they



26 BIBLE MARKING.

[Tho '?hﬂ!tadelghun,
Jan. 1.1873,

themselves believe to be *the faith once
delivered to the saints; ’ so that the Bible
has with most people become a neglected
book, so far as regards either the study of
it, or the use of it as “a sword;” and
hence it is that the necessity for Bible-
marking has existed ounly in connection
with the operations of the truth. Andit
is a satisfactory and healthy sign, as
indicating a certain amount of spiritual
activity in the study of the Secriptures,
that the practice has been adopted by
most of the brethren and some of the
sisters of Christ (we hope the number of
the latter will increase) of the present
day. We are sure that all who have
systematically brought i§ into use will
readily acknowledge its great utility:
a thing which must be evident even to
those who have not used it, if they have
studied the Bible or any other book suffi-
ciently to discover the fact that the eye
naturally associates certain passages
with the side of the book (i.e. the right
or left hand page, as the case may be),
on which they occur, and even with the
position they occupy on the page. This
being so, it will be seen at once that if a
distinctive mark be placed against certain
passages, they can be more readily found;
for if it be known in what dvok of the
Bible they occur, and their position on
the page be remembered, it is only neces-
sary to turn over the pages in that par-
ticular book, keeping the eye fixed on
the part of the page where they occur, in
order to find them almost immediately.
After much practice in the use of the
word, the mind will gradually come to
associate passages with the chapter, or
even chapter and verse, where they oceur;
but facility in referring to passages is
acquired much less readily by this means
than by the former, and even where a
great degree of pertection is attained in
this way, the other will always be found
a useful auxiliary.

The plan of Bible-marking most gen-
erally adopted, is simply to rule a plain
black-ink line under each printed line, or
such lines or words as it is desired to bring
into greater prominence; and this plan
is undoubtedly the best in most cases.
But the system may be extended and
amplified in a way which will make it
much more useful; and the plan we
would suggest is as follows.

1.—For important passages, such as
those which prove some fundamental
doctrine, or any which it may be neces-
sary to refer to frequently, rule @ black-

ink line under each word or line, as
mentioned above.

2.—For passages of less importance ;
or required to be referred to less fre-
quently; or which contain a number of
verses, all of which are important, buf
none of which require greater prominence
than the others, and where to underline
each line of each verse would make the
print appear less clear, rule a perpendicu-
lar line down the outer margin of the
column.

2.—For a passage frequently adduced
by the “orthodox” in support of their
ideas—e.g. ‘“the thief on the ecross,”
‘“absent from the body,” &e., &e.—rule a
perpendicular  line down the inmer
margin of the column, i.c. the side of the
column nearest the middle of the page.

In the adoption of the plan for marking
passages of No. “17 class, it will often
be advantageous to underline words
separately, in order to bring them into
bolder relief. This may be done in two
ways:—

First, by simply underlining such
words, and not marking any others in the
same line. For instance, in Dan. vii.
4-7, underline only the following words
and phrases: * The first was like a lion”
(v. 4); “a second like a bear” (v.5);
“another like a leopard,’ * fowr heads’’
(v. 6); “a fourth beast)’ “iron teeth,”’
“and it had ten horns.”’—(v. 7.)

Second : where it is desirable to mark
a whole line, and to specially emphasise
certain words in that line, make the line
ruled under those works distinct from
the line ruled under the other words.
For instance, in 1 Tim. ii. 5, “ For there
is one God, and one Mediator between
God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,”
let the lines ruled under the words,
“one,” “ God)’ “man,” and “ Christ
Jesus,”’ be severally unconnected with the
lines under the other words; and soin
regard to the words “if” and “ reign ”
in 2 Tim. ii. 12: “If we suffer, we shall
also reign with him;’’ soin Eph. i. 17,
as to the words “the God ™ and “of,” to
bring out the fact that God is the God of
Christ, and that, therefore, Christ is not
God; so in Rev. iii. 21, as to the words
“to it with me,”” “my throne,” and
« His throne;”’ and in innumerable other
cases which will suggest themselves in
the course of carrying-out the plan.
This plan will be especially useful to
those who may sometimes have occasion
to refer to and expound a passage at a
moment's notice; for it will sponta-
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neousely suggest to them various points
to be elucidated, which might otherwise,
in the absence of preparation, escape
notice.

It is frequently desirable to supple-
ment the marginal references given in
reference-Bibles by the addition of
others; and this may be done by writing
them in the outer margin, or, if there be
not sufficient room there, by putting
them at the top or bottom of the page
(according as the passage to which they
refer be nearest to the top or the bottom
of the page), or putting a cross or star
opposite the verse to which the reference
refers, in order that when studying the
verse, the attention may be drawn to the
reference. Where it is desired to draw
special attention to a reference already
contained in the ordinary marginal
references, this may be done by ruling a
line underneath such reference, and
making a mark under the lefter or figure
in the text referring to such reference.
The same may be done in regard to any
particular alternative rendering given in
the margin, also marking the star or
other sign referring to it in the text, in
order to direct attention to it when
reading.

Some brethren have adopted the plan
of using inks of various colours, adapting
the colours to the characteristics of
different passages, according to the
significations attached to the colours in
symbology, or in the language of flowers,
or according to their own ideas of the
fitness of things. For the help of any
who may be disposed to carry-out this
plan, we offer the following suggestions
a8 to the use of various colours :—

Green—signifying fertility and pros-
perity—might appropriately be used (if
ink of this colour can be procured) to
mark passages referring to the blessings
of the future age, especially such as
speak of the fertility of the earth,
material prosperity, and spiritual and
social blessedness. If it be desired to
mark passages of the same character
having reference to the past, dark green
might be used for the latter, and light
green for those concerning the future.

Purple—a royal colour—for passages
referring to the kingdom and reign of
Christ in its character as such, and to
Christ and the saints as the rulers of that

kingdom. .
Blue~—having a cleansing signify-
cation—for passages respecting the

shedding of blood, the crucifixion of

Christ, and his death as a purification
for sin.

Yellow signifies jealousy, for we read
of a jealous person having “a jaundiced
eye,”’ or being “yellow eyed;” and, as
it is not a long step from jealousy to
slander, yellow may be used for such
passages as speak of the great slanderer,
the devil; and hence—by virtue of
association—to those referring to Satan,
and hell (where it signifies a place of
punishment—Gehenna).

Red—~signifying blood—for passages
referring to war and divine judgments
generally.

Black for passages relating to
mortality, death, the grave, hell (where
signifying the grave) and all passages
that cannot appropriately be connected
with any of the above-mentioned colours,

‘While giving these suggestions for any
who prefer this plan, we do not recom-
mend it. There are several objections to
it: it is inconvenient to use inks of
various colours; and to many persons a
Bible marked with any bright colour, not
to say several colours, would be painful,
if not dazzling, to the eyes. Moreover
it would in very many cases be difficult
to fix uwpon a colour for a particular
passage, owing to the fact that several
elements of the truth which should be
represented by different colours are often
combined in a single verse; and there
would also be a corresponding difficulty
in looking for such passages when
marked, for one would be uncertain what
colour to look for.

Another plan—one upon which we
once saw a brother’s Bible marked—is to
sketch hieroglyphics in the margin. For
instance, draw a sword opposite passages
referring to war; a crown or wreath, for
immortality, the kingdom, and generally
the reward of the faithful; a coffin, a
tombstone, a skull, or cross-bones, to
represent mortality, death, and the grave;
a cross, the death of Christ; and so on.
This plan, however, though curious and
interesting, is mnot likely to become
general, owing to the difficulty for those
unskilled in drawing to do them well;
and the time it would occupy on the part
of those able to draw them well ; besides
which, it would be difficult to find a
sufficient variety of simple hieroglyphics
to represent the many different truths
required to be symbolised.

The system of Bible-marking we have
suggested may with advantage be supple-
mented by writing here and there in the
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margin of the Bible, or at the top or
bottom of the page, memoranda and
notes, explanatory or otherwise, with
reference to certain passages, Thus a
reference to a good exposition of a
passage, which it may be desired to refer
to at some future time, may be indicated
by the name of the bock in which it
occurs, and the number of the page. If
the book be well-known, the title may of
course be abbreviated. For instance,
“Eu. ii. 55" might stand for Eureka,
2nd volume, page 55. References to
variations in the reading of different man-
uscripts may be indicated in the way
adopted in Tischendorf’s edition of the
New Testament, in which the three prin-
cipal manuscripts of the original of the
New Testament, viz., the Sinaitic, Vatican
and Alexandrian—are referred to by the
initials 8., V. and A. Then, again,
improved translations may be written in
the margin (if only a few words); or at
the top of the page; but care should be
taken to indicate the exact words in the
ordinary version, which are replaced by
the new translation, or confusion will
sometimes result. This may be done by
drawing under the words in the ordinary
version a thin line (to distinguish from
emphatic underlining), or by enclosing
the words within brackets, or by running
a very thin ink-line through them. If
the improved translation be written at
the top of the page, attention may be
directed to it in the same way as in the
cage of textual references, viz. by placing
a star or cross opposite the verse to which
the translation refers, and putting the
number of the verse before the amended
translation. It is also well to put the
name of the translator after the trans.
lation, in case its correctness be called in
question. If the same translator be
frequently quoted, his initial or an
abbreviation of his name will suffice.
Thus, in the case of Isaiah, Louth’s
translation of that prophet be followed,
“L."” may stand for Louth. “Sept.” will
stand for Septuagint., *“Booth” for
Boothroyd, and so on. Those who make
copious notes, &c. in their Bibles, will
find it of great advantage to have a
Bible with a wide margin. There are
Bibles to be had interleaved with bdlank
leaves for notes, &ec., but they are some-
what objectionable on account of their
bulk.

Then, again, owing to certain impor-
tant words which occur very frequently
being in many places incorrectly trans-

lated, as, for instance, the Greek words

(of which there are four) translated

“world;” and the words translated

“hell,” it is often mecessary, in order to

understand or expound a passage cor-

rectly, to know what is the Greek word,
and to be able—especially in controversy

—to have it at hand without the trouble

and loss of time occasioned by referring

to a Greek Testament ; for although it is
not desirable to drag in Greek words and
improved translations at every turn, as
opponents are often sceptical concerning
arguments so supported, yet there are
passages which cannot be thoroughly
explained without them. For the use,
therefore, of all who may wish to sharpen
their “swords” in this way, we propose
to give in this and subsequent numbers
of the Christadelphian, some half-dozen
lists of references to passages containing
words such as those mentioned, which
we shall take from Galls Interpreting

Concordance of the New Testament

(published by Gall & Inglis, 6, George-

street, Edinburgh; and Houlston and

‘Wright, London.) We give this month

a list of all the passages in the New

Testament containing the word “ Zell,”

showing what is the Greek word in each

case.

Hades (signifying the grave) ocours
eleven times. In the following ten places
it is translated Aell :—

Matt. xi. 23.—“ And thou, Capernaum
« .« . shalt be brought down
to hell.”

y Xvi.18.—¢. . | the gates of
hell shall not prevail againstit.”

Luke x. 15.—*“ And thou, Capernaum .
. . shalt be thrust down to Acll.”

y» Xvi. 23.—“And in kell he lifted up
his eyes.”

Acts ii, 27.--“Thou wilt not leave my
soul in Aell.”

y il 3L—%, ,
not left in kell.”

Rev.i. 18.—“. . . and have the keys
of hell and of death.”

p VI8, . and his name
that sat on him was death, and
hell followed with him.”

y XX.13.—“And death and Zell de-
livered up the dead which were
in them.”

5 XX. 14.—“And death and kell were
cast into the lake of fire.”

In the one remaining passage, hades is
translated grave, viz:

1 Cor. zv. 65.—* O grave, where is thy
victory P”

his soul was
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Gehenna (the Greek name for the
valley contiguous to Jerusalem on the
south side, and which in the Old
Testament is called the Valley of
Hinnom) occurs twelve times in the New
Testament, and isin each place translated
hell. The passages are as follow:

Matt. v. 22.—“Whosoever shall say, Thou
fool, shall be in danger of kell
fire.”

y V.29,30—% . . . andnot
that thy whole body should be
cast into Aell.” .

s X. 28.—“Fear Him which is able
to destroy both soul and body in
hell ”

y»  XViil. 9.—% rather than
having two eyes to be cast into
hell fire.”’

» Xxiii. 15—“Ye make him two-
fold more the child of keil than
yourselves.”

y» XExiil. 33.—*“ How can ye escape the
damnation of hell?”’

Mark ix. 43.—“ . . . having two
hands to go into kell.”

y» iX. 46— . . having two
feet, to be cast into kell.”

5 1% 47.—% . . . having two
eyes, to be cast into Aels.”

Luke xii, 5.—“Fear Him which, after
He hath killed, hath power to
cast into kel

James iii. 6.—% . .
on fire of hell.”

The only other passage where hell
occurs is:

2 Pet. ii. 4 —“God spared not the angels
that sinned, but cast them down
to hell, and delivered them into
chains of darkness, to be reserved
unto judgment.”’

The word here is tartarod, a verb

signifying “to hurl, cast into Tartarus

or Hell”—(See Liddell and Scott’s

Lewxicon.) The precise meaning of

Turtarus is adisputed point. As it occurs

nowhere in Scripture besides this passage,

we are driven to uninspired Greek writers
to ascertain its meaning from the sense
in which they useit. Parkhurst, in his

Greek Lexicon, discourses on the word at

some length, and quotes examples of its

use from several Greek writers. “It
appears,” he says, “from a passage of

Lucian, that by raprepos was meant, in

a plysical sense, the verge or bounds of

this material system.” "He also says,

“The ancient Greeks appear to have

received, by tradition, an account of the

punishment of the fallen angels, and of

and it is set

bad men after death; and their poets did,
in conformity, I presume, with that
account, make Tartarus the place where
the giants, who rebelled against Jupiter,
and the souls of the wicked were confined.
‘Here, saith Hesiod, the rebellious
Titans were bound in penal chains

As far beneath the earth as earth from heav'n,

For such the distance thence to Tartarus.’”
“Which description,” continues Park-
hurst, “will very wellagree with the proper
sense of Tartarus, if we take the earth
for the centre of the material system, and
reckon from our zenith, or the extremity
of the heavens that is over our heads.
But as the Greeks imagined the earth to
be of a boundless depth, so it must not be
dissembled that their poets speak of
Tartarus as a vast pit or gulf in the
bowels of it. Thus Hesiod, in the same
poem, called it

¢ Black Tartarus within earth’s spacious womb.”

And Homer introduces Jupiterthreatening
any of the gods who should presume to
assist either the Greeks or the Trojans,
that he should either come back wounded
to heaven,

¢ Or far, oh far from steep Olympus thrown,
Low in the deep Tartarean gulph shall

groan:’
That gulph which iron gates and brazen
ground,
Within the earth inexorable bound;
* As deep beneath th’ infernal centre hurl’d,
As from that centre to th’ ethereal world.’
(PoPE.)”

In Liddel and Scott’s Dictionary.
Tartarus is defined as “ A dark abyss, as
deep below hades'as earth below heaven,
the prison of the Titans, &ec. Later,
Tartarus was either the nether-world
generally, iitke hades, or a place of
torment and punishment, as opposed to
the Elysian fields.”

From these quotations it seems clear
that Tartarus was used by Greek writers
to designate a place which they believe
to be inside the earth; and therefore we
may conclude that the apostle Peter,
although of course not sanctioning any
of the Pagan ideas attached to it, used 1t
in a similar sense as regards locality;
and referred, not to any hell of torment,
but rather to the grave. This conclusion
is supported by the context, which speaks
of these angels being “delivired into
chains of durkness,” and being * reserved
unto judgment,” both of which expres-
sions agree with the condition of those
who are in “the land of darkness’-——the
grave, and who are to “ come forth unto
the resurrection of damnation.”
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‘We have not gnoted from any lexicon
as to the meaning of hades and gehenna,
as most of our readers are, doubtless,
familiar with them, and definitions and
explanations of their meaning may be
found in various Chistadelphian pub-
lications; but whilst referring to
the subject of hades we cannot
do better than recommend to any who
desire a comprehensive and clearly-
written treatise on the subject, in
harmony with Scripture teaching, a
small book entitled Hades, by Henry
Constable, late Prebendary of Cork.

‘We trust the foregoing suggestions on
the subject of Bible-teaching will be of
assistance t» those who wish to make use

of the word of God in the way He has
appointed—as a two-edged sword, to be
kept burnished and ready to unsheathe
at a moment’s notice, to thrust into “ the
hearts of the King’s enemies;” and as a
trowel wherewith to build themselves up
as living stones into a spiritual house,
such as the Deity may, with justice to
His own character, with dignity before
the world, and with pleasure to Himself,
dwell in as “a habitation of God through
the Spirit.”

‘We shall be glad to receive from any of
our readers any suggestions we have
not mnoticed on the subjeot of Bible-
marking.

A. ANDREW.

THE JEWS AND

THEIR AFFAIRS.

#The Lord hath chosen Jacob unto Himself, and Israel for His peculiar treasure.”—(Ps. cxxxv. 4,
¢ What one nation in the earth is like thy people, even like Israel, whom God went {o redeem

for a people to Himself,”—(2 Sam. vii. 28.)

“The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be special people unto Himself, above all people that

are npon the face of the earth.”—(Deut. vii. 6.)

“ Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that
goattered Israel will gather him, and keep him as a shepherd doth his flock.”—(Jer. xxxi. 10.)

“ A land which the Lord thy God careth for: the eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon it
from the beginning of the year; even unto the end of the year.”—(Deu. xi. 12.)

¢ The Lord hath chosen Zion: He hath desired it for His habitation.

This is My rest for ever.

Here will I dwell; for I have desired it.”—~(Ps. cxxxii. 18. 14.)

“ They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”—

(Luke xxi. 24.)

A rEW distinguished personages were pri-
vately received by the Empress of Russia
during her recent stay in Paris. Among
them Barons Gustave and Alphonse de
Rothschild.

The Italian Elections are just concluded.
The only Government candidate elected
member for Rome in the Chamber of Deputies
is a Jew, Signor Samuele Alatri.

Mr. George St. Clair is delivering a lecture
in several important towns in the North of
England in aid of the Palestine Exploration
Fund, on *Lost and Buried Cities of Pales-
tine: Israel’s Wars and Worship,” including
a description of Scripture Sites recently
identified.

RovaL VistTor To THE HoLy LAND AND A
JewisH TatLor.—Prince Arthur (known as
the Duke of Connaught), is about to leave
England on a tour in the Holy Land.
Preparatory to his departure, Mr. Samuelson,
a London Jew, has called on His Royal
Highness with an overcoat of special design

by himself. The prince approved of the
coat and permitted Mr. Samuelson to call it
the Duke of Connaught Coat. Prince
Christain, who was present on the occasion,
gave Mr. Samuelson an order for one.

TE JEws INGRATIATING THEMSELVES
WITH THE GENTILES.—Sir Moses Montefiori
has presented a bust of the Archbishop of
Canterbury to the St. Peter’s Orphan and
Convalescent Heme,” Thanet. Of a like
character is the fact that “an interchange
of pulpits” has recently taken place between
Jewish and “Christian” Ministers in
Syracuse, in the United States. The “ Rev.”
Dr. Mundy preached in the “Rev.” Dr.
Cohen’s synagogue on Saturday, and the
latter preached in the former’s church on
the following day. They took the same
text: “Have we not one Father? Hath
not one God created us all?” These facts
are interesting as illustrating the latter-day
change in the position of the Jews through-
out the world; but they are rather




The O et 2™ | TAE JEWS AND

THEIR A¥FAIRS. 81

disgusting when the true dignity of Israel is
recognised. Jew and Gentiale will both be
shortly roused from their stupor.

ProPosgp NEwW JEWISH SEMINARY.—
A conference of rabbis was opened a week
or two ago at Colmar, on the initiative of
the Jewish Consistory of Upper Alsace, to
deliberate on the ways and means to be
employed for the establishment of a Jewish
seminary, intended to train rabbis for the
congregations in Alsace. The Jewish
Chrowmicle says such an institution has
become necessary, since, by the cession of
Alsace to Germany, the Jewish Rabbinical
College at Paris can nolonger provide rabbis
and ministers for Alsace. gI'he true Jewish
seminary is an institution of the future, and
that a near one. The nations will “go and
say, Let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and
He will teach us of His ways, and we will
walk in His paths.” The nations will be
blessed in Abraham. The present beggarly
system of things will then have passed
away.,

A Jew 1IN DuBLIN PREFERRED BEFORE
AN EX-Mavor—A Jew (Mr. Lewis Harris)
has been elected alderman in one of the
most influential wards of Dublin, which was
contested by an ex-Lord Mayor. The
extent ot his majority astonished even his
friends. ~ He polled 183 votes against his
opponent’s 93, although the latter had
represented the ward for thirteen years, and
filled the office of Lord Mayor two years
ago. When the poll was declared, great
enthusiasm was displayed, amidst which the
new alderman was almost carried to his
committee rooms. Alderman Harris is the
first Jewish member of the Dublin Corpora-
tion.

“Taose Usiquitous Jews.”— General
Kauffmann, Commander-in-Chief of the
Russian Expedition to Khiva, has presented
to the Russian Library a photographic
album containing views of places in the
provinces newiy annexed to Russia. The
views exhibit a variety of Asiatic tribes in
their peculiar costumes, among them being,
what the Morning Post calls, the ubiquitous
Jews.

Tae Jews IN TurkeY.—The Jews are

atronised and honoured in some parts of
'urkey. A brilliant comfany assembled a
few weeks ago at the public examination of
the pupils attending the school of the
Alliance, at Shumla. Among the company
were his Excellency Hussein Pacha, Presi-
dent of the Council, the commander of the
garrison, the chief of the staff, the general
of brigade, the pilitary council, several
colonels, and the medical staff of the army.
The Turks, Greeks, Bulgarians and
Armenians were represented by the prin-
cipal notabilities of each community. In
order to give additional eclat to the
ceremony, Hussein Pacha placed the military

band and a detachment of two hundred
soldiers at the disposal of the school
committee. A few days ago, M. Veneziani,
the President of the Constantinople Section
of the Alliance Israelite, presented, on the
part of Count Camondo, several gold
watches to the most advanced students of
the Camonde Schools at Hasskeui, founded
by the late Count.

Tue JEws IN Russta.—The Jews are very
namerous in Russia, more numerous than in
any other part of the world. They number
three millions. There are no fewer than six
thousand synagogues in the empire. The
expense of the synagogues and of congrega-
tional institutions 1s about 12,000,000
roubles, say about £2,000,000 of English
currency ; there are 40,000 elementary
religious schools, a large number of which
are acknowledged by the Government, and
cost the Russian community about 10,000,000
roubles, besides annual payments. There
are rabbinical seminaries, elementary
schools and technical schools; and there is
also a fund for supporting poor students at
the University.

A JEwIisH ScHoOL BUILT wWi1TH GENTILE
MoNEY.—A new Jewish school has just been
built at Cologne, at the expense of the
cty. It is said to be the handsomest
educational establishment in the whole of
Prussia. It cost the municipal treasury
70,000 thalers. The principal authorities of
the city were present at the opening. The
First Burgomaster delivered an address, in
the course of which he alluded to the
importance of the magnificent edifice which
satisfied the ardent desire of tie Jewish
community. He expressed a hope that the
school would become a place where virtue,
science, and love for the Fatherland would
be cultivated.

“How Times Have CHANGED!’—The
Volks Zeitung, of Berlin, in a report of the
consecration of the new synagogue at
Nuremberg, an account of which appeared a
few weeks ago, makes the ‘ollowing
remarks: “How times have changed? In
1498 the Jews were banished from this town,
and to-day, twenty-five years only after the
right of dwelling there had been restored to
them, there has taken place the solemn
inanguration of the new synagogue in the
presence of a Government Commissary,
deputations from royal and munieipal
authorities, as well as representatives of
various corporations. This synagogue is
a monumental ornament for the town. The
Jewish population has increased in twenty-
four years to two thousand souls, amongst
whom are a judge and six advocates.” The
same change in the times was indicated a
week or two ago at the laying of the
foundation stone of a new Jewish synagogue
at Brighton. The mayor of the town
attended and took part in the ceremonies,

and at & dinner afterwards, expressed the
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utmost good wishes towards the Jews. He
said the Jews of Brighton were noted in the
whole town for their integrity. He did not
know of a body of men who carried out the
several relations of life more honestly and
earnestly than those of the Jewish com-
munity. (Cheers.) He hoped to have the
honour of meeting all present at the
consecration of the synagogue, and that
the erection of the synagogue would be
the means of bringing more Jewish visitors
to Brighton, for he could assure them they
would receive a hearty welcome. (Laughter
and applause.) He hoped the congregation
would flourish for many years to offer up

raise, prayer and thanks to the God of
srael.

Even Jewisa PrisoNERs CARED ForR.—
The Israelite furnishes interesting particulars
concerning the Jewish prisoners at Cologne.
In the central Prison of that city are
confined the Jewish convicts of Westphalia,
the other Rhine provinces, Hesse and
Nassau; and though the Jewish population
in these districts is very large, the number
of Jewish inmates is only about forty.
There is a beautiful synagogue in the prison,
in which divine service is performed~not
only on Sabbaths and festivals, but also
on every Monday and Thursday. On
Sundays religious lectures are delivered
on the ancient and modern Sacred Writings.
On Wednesdays the Lesson of the week
is expounded, and sometimes the Haphtorah
also. During the winter a kind of con-
ference is held every Saturday afternoon.
In addition to the general library of the
prison, there is a special library for the
Jews, containing only Jewish works; it is
augmented every year by a subsidy from
the Government. The Sabbaths and
festivals are rigorously observed. There
is a separate kitchen for the Jews, in
which all food is prepared according to
Jewish rites. Meat is provided by a Jewish
butcher. One of the Jewish prisoners is
the cook, and everything in this department
is under the surveillance of the religious
teacher. For Passover, the utensils are
renewed or purified according to the usual
prescriptions; and Motsos are of course
provided for the prisoners.

PropasLy a  JewisH REMNANT.—The
Jewisi Chroniele mentions the appearance
of a curious sect at Hisalu. They originally
sprung from Transylvania. They are known
asSabbatarians,but bear astrongresemblance
to -ews in many of their peculiarities.
They never eat swine’s flesh.  They were
in former times subjected to so much
persecution that they deemed it necessary
to keep their religion a profound secret.
They state that they have continuously
celebrated the Day of Atonement in secrecy,
and that their children, even as many as
eight at a time, were secretly initiated
into Abraham’s covenant. A deputation

from them has arrived at Temessar
(Austria), to collect the means of a closer
conformity with Jewish worship. Even
non-Jews, says the Jewish Chronicle, are
contributing = munificently towards the
object.  Till a recent date they knew
nothing of Hebrew; they recited their
prayers in the Hungarian language, these
prayers being mostly translated from the
principal Jewish prayers. Only a short
time back they made themselves acquainted
with the Hebrew tongue and they now possess
rayer-books with Hebrew text and an

ungarian verson. They are all agricul-
turists and very frugal.

Tae Jews Ar BukNos AvRrEs.— The
Jewish Chronicle says:—* According to a
correspondent of the Vessillo UIsracelitico,
the Jews in Buenos Ayres have of late been
making great progress. They have given
abundant proof that no matter in what
clime they may dwell, the Jews throughout
the world are inspired by the same religious
and charitable spirit; that as soon as it lies
in their power, the Jews congregating in
any town or village form themselves into
communities—if none existed before—erect
synagogues and found charitable, medieal
and burial societies. Till recently the Jews
of Buenos Ayres had no permanent syna-
gogue. Onthe principal festivals and under
other circumstances, they assemble for
divine worship in an improvised synagogue
in a private house. Thanks, however, to
the liberality and zeal of a society com-
posed of wealthy English, German, Polish
and North American Jews, and formed for
the purpose of erecting a house more fitted
to be God’s Sanctuary than a mere room in
a private dwelling, the Capital of the
Argentine Republic possesses a beautiful
synagogue, well worthy of being the
depository of God's Holy Word. At a
meeting held on the 11th of August, it was
resolved that the new synagogue should be
consecrated with much pomp, a few days
prior to the New Year, and that the Presi-
dent of the Republic should be invited to
attend. At the same meeting, our brethren
formed themselves into a regular com-
munity, each member of which bound
himself to pay a certain sum annually
towards defraymng the expenses of the
synagogue, providing the necessary adjuncts
for the ceremony of circumeision, granting
assistance for the sick, and providing
watchers for the dying or dead, and burial
for the latter according to Jewish rites. A
wealthy Pole has assumed the post of rabbi
of the community and principal officiating
minister of the synagogue.”

A JewisH EXPLORER.—A recent number
of the Akkhbar, Journal de I Algerie, gives
a very interesting account of the scientific
explorations of a learned Jew of Morocco,
Rabbi Mardochée, made under the protec-
tion of the French Government. Born in
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Morocco, of a poor Jewish family, he made
in his early youth a journey to Tangiers,
Spain, and tne Holy Land, unaided and
alone. Having pursued those studies in the
East which entitle him to the dignity of
rabbi, he returned to Africa and undertook
a commercial and scientific expedition from
Algiers into the Sahara and Tiinbuctoo. By
force of sheer persistence, he established
the first Jewish counting-house in Timbue-
too, but after ten years of unexampled
effort and perseverance, his caravans were
}\){illaged in the desert, and he returned to

orocco a ruined man. The narrative of
his misfortunes touched the French Consul
at Mogador, who conmended him to the
Geographical Society. Last year the Rabbi
Mardochée went to Paris, for the purpose of
laying before this society a proposal for
another expedition to Timbuctoo, having
for 1ts objects, as before, scientific enquiry
and commercial speculation, but on a far
wider scale. His learning, his knowledge
and extraordinary research inspired so
much confidence, that he was finally
recommended to the Government, and pro-
vided with the necessary means for pursuing
his plans. Towards this end the Jewish
community of Paris contributed munifi-
cently, and in the latter part of last July,
the Rabbi set out. As many persons
doubted that a Morocco Jew could under-
stand natural history, he was subjected
before his departure to a searching examina-
tion in the fauna and flora of the country
he proposed to visit, and in all cases his
knowledge was equal to the proof. He was
provided largely with specimens of European
manufactures, and also with sums of money
for purchases, one Pariz house alone
presenting him with 5,000 francs for the
purpose. This expedition has created great
interest in Algeria, not only in the scientific,
but in the commercial world, and, doubt-
less, further particulars will soon be given
of the learned Rabbi and his discoveries.—
Pall Mall Gazette.

THE JEWs AND THE RoTHscHILDs.—The
World, speaking of the Jews, says: “In
every walk of science, art and literature,
this people has excelled. To our minds they
are a noble and a glorious race. They
were great and powerful when this country
was inhabited by savages and by wild
beasts, and to-day, our ¥rime Minister is a
Jew; the prima-donna, whose wondrous
notes enthrall us, is a Jewess, and the
music which accompanies her is traced by a
Jewish hand. The only cavalry com-
mander who distinguished himself durin
the siege of Paris was a Hebrew, and he die
bravely fighting at the head of his horse-
men. Search the world over, and no race
will be found which contains so many
distinguished men or so many beautiful
women. The family of the Rothschilds is
the representative family of the wondrous

peopie. They have houses of commerce in
all ‘the great European capituls, and their
name is a household word in all parts of the
earth. It is easier for a camel to walk
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich
man to get into society in London. That
the Rothschilds of London have thoroughly
established themselves as part and parcel of
“society,’ speaks volumes for their tact and
savoir fairie. They are wealthy without
being ostentatious. It is easy to say that a
very rich man should not give himself airs;
but how few men, were they as rich as the
Rothschilds, would not give themselves airs!
The tendency of all rich men is to live in a
circle of henchmen and toadies, and to
endeavour to attract, by profuse and vulgar
hospitality, people with titles to their houses.
These persons seldom overstep that icy
barrier within which the English aristocracy
take refuge from the intimacy of parvenus.
Well, within that the Rothschilds are
established. They do not court the visits of
grandees, or angle for dukes and states-
men, for they are themselves social grandees.
In the City, the Rothschilds reign supreme;
not so much because they are rich, as
because they are honest. When their
name appears upon a security, it is stamped
with a guarantee that tells the most cautious
of investors that he may purchase 1t with
safety. No high commission from im-
pecunious governments can tempt them to
issue a loan which they believe to be
worthless. No promoter with a scheme to
defraud the public ever darkens their doors.
Whilst the City of London is yearly
becoming more and more a sink of iniquity,
whilst robberies are daily more openly
plotted, and whilst the standard of
commercial morality is assimilating itself to
that of a pirates’ den, and men of wealth
fish for the money of the poor and unwary
with absolute impunity, the Rothschilds
stand forward as the representatives of
the sterling integrity that once was the
characteristic of the British merchant.

THE EXPLORATION AND COLONI-
ZATION OF PALESTINE.

The survey of the Holy Land by the
Exploration Fund is being actively carried
on, since the return ot Lieutenant Conder.
The place of the late Mr. Tyrwhitt Drake
who died in Jerusalem in June last, has
been taken by Lieutenant Kitchener, R.E.
The present scene of work is the hill
country of Judah, a district full of interest.
In the course of the first month’s work
Lieutenant Conder reports identifications
of great interest. Among these is the city
of Seir, connected with the Valley of
Berachah and the invasion of the Moabites
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in the reign of Jehoshaphat, which he thinks
he has found in the modern village of Sair.
He has also found the Bezeth or Bethzethe
of Maccabean history. Lieutenant Conder
has forwarded from his camp at Halhul,
near Hebron, a report of the commence-
ment of his winter’s work, in which he
advances certain identifications and criti-
cisms of considerable importance. Lieut.
Conder has discovered a very ancient tower
lying south of Bect Sawir, composed of
huge blocks of very roughly-hewn stone,
which the discoverer thinks may very well
date back to Jewish times.

The Jewish Chronicle says the Exploration
Survey of Palestine has not yet received
the attention from the Jews which it
merits. “Their apathy on the subject,”
observes that paper, “is astonishing. It
might well be supposed that the intelligent
explorafion of our ancestral land might well
attract the sympathy of a people, one of
whose greatest titles to historieal respect is
the land of its origin.” In this expression
of sentiment, the Chronicle is a little incon-
sistent with its favorite crotchet, that the
Jews are not a nation, but a religious sect.
It contends that the Jews in England are
Englishmen holding the creed of Judaism,
just as English Methodists are Englishmen
holding the creed of Methodism. If Jews
are Englishmen, why should they have their
sympathies attracted by a profitless explora-
tion of a desolate piece of country promoted
by believers in Christ? But the fact is, the
Jewish instinet of the Chronicle is stronger
than the social exigencies of the Jews in
England. Despite its crotchet, it feels that
the Jews are a nation, even God’s nation,
and that Palestine is their land. And it
might well express its astonishment that
the Jews should be indifferent to the
exploration of their land. The fact is, the
Jews are in a state of judicial slumber, from
which nothing will awake them but the
thunder-tones of the mighty voice which
shook the throne of Egypt in ancient days.
These are about to break once more on
the startled ear of the world; and the Jews
will discover, to their consternation, that
they emanate from the mouth of the
crucified Nazarene. “They shall look on
him whom they have pierced, and mourn
for him with the bitterness of one mourning
for an only son.”

That Palestine can be successfully
colonized, says the Jewish Chronicle, may
be inferred from a report of the present
condition of the German colonies founded in
Palestine in 1872, sent to the Allgemeine
Zeitung, by Dr. Philip Wolff. At that time
the attention to make settlements of the
kind in the Holy Land was limited te Harfa
and Jaffa, but now there are in all five
German colonies—Jerusalem, Ramleh and
Garona having been included in the national
scheme of colonization. Dr. Wolff farther
reports, that the missions have been con-
ducted with judgment and success, and that
the various experiments in farming and
cultivating the land, in accordance with
European agricultural and horticultural
systems, bids fair to produce important
results which cannot fail to have a wide-
spread influence on the future development
of the districts.

The population of the city of Jerusalem
is estimated at 21,000; of whom 5,000 are
Moslems, 5,500 Christians of various
denominations, 10,000 Jews, and about 500
Europeans (not being Jews), mostly Ger-
mans, Within the last two years, the
Jewish population has considerably increased
—probably to the extent of 2,000—by
constant arrivals, principally of Polish and
Russian Jews. Although the least com-
mercial and industrial of cities, the Pall
Mail Gazette observes that the province in
which it is situated is by no means devoid
of resources which might be turned to good
account. No mines are worked, although
it is known that sulphur, bitumen and rock
salt are found on the shores of the Dead
Sea; but security and capital are wanting,
and as long as these are absent, the pro-
bable wealth to be extracted from those
regions will remain wunavailable. No
factories are met with; the employment of
the people is wholly agricultural and
pastoral. Wages range from 1s. a day toa
field labourer, to 5s. a day to a skilled
artisan. The carriage road between Jaffa
and Jernsalem stands sorely in need of
Mr. Ruskin ; for it has been allowed to fall
into such dis-repair, that none but the
roughest kind of vehicle, such as a London
‘“four-wheeler,” could now traverse it. The
other roads of the district are of the most
wretched description. With these improved,

more complete security established againsi
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the predatory Bedouin tribes inhabiting the
outskirts of the district, and with certain
administrative reforms by which encourage-
ment would be given to bring under
cultivation the vast and fertile plains now
only partially tilled, there can be no doubt
that the country could support a population
many times larger than its present scanty
number of poverty-stricken inhabitants.
“More complete security” and “adminis-
trative reforms” are among the changes
which may probably be expected from the
impending downfal of the Ottoman empire.
‘When the Sick Man's estates are re-allotted,
it will probably fall to England to bring

about the improved conditions referred to.
Meanwhile, it is interesting to see that the
Jews themselves are preparing for impending
changes. We read that at a meeting of the
Universal Alliance, held a week or two ago,
the following resolution was passed: “The
Universal Alliance, recognising the serious
emergencies which from time to time arise
in Syria and the neighbouring countries,
resolves to act energetically in the interests
of European residents, native Christians,
proselytes, and Jews in those countries,
without respect to distinction of national-
ities or of worship.
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'WE appear this month in a pleasanter dress,
as regards the quality of the paper on which
the Christadelphian is printed. We have
often in past times endeavoured.to secure
an improvement in this respect, but without
much result ; not that the Christadelphian
has been printed on bad paper, but the
paper has rarely been equal to the quality
aimed at. The quality of the paper, above
a certain limit, is not a matter of very
great importance. Still, it adds to the
pleasure of reading when the paper is
white and the printing does not shine
through from the other side. We hope this
will always be the state of things in future,
on this point, with the Christadelphian. A
year’'s supply of paper of the quality of this
number has been laid in. The improve-
ment has been secured by paying more to
the printer. The increased’ cost of produc-
tion will be 20s. per month. The liberalities
of one and another, who do not confine
their support of the Christadelphian to the
exact amount of the yearly price, enable us
to incur this increase of cost without
adding to the price to readers. The
improved quality of the paper may be taken
as a New Year’s gift to the entire body of
readers, from such of their number as more
particularly aim to sow bountifully in the
things pertaining to God.

We have also added several new literary
features, which may enhance the usefulness
of this monthly labour. Dr. Thomas, as
heretofore, has the first place. No new
feature will ever displace him from that
position. So long as God permits the Editor
to live, Dr. Thomas shall have a voice to
speak to this latter-day generation of
believers, for their comfort and upbuilding
in the work of God, which he was mighty,
through God, to revive in our day, and
which, so long as this agency continues, he
shall be mighty, through God, to consolidate.
He is in his grave, but God yet preserves to
him a mouth which, while Ged pleases, no
man shall be able to shut. Yea, God has
made his work stronger in his death taan in
his life, notwithstanding the efforts of evil
men and seducers to have it otherwise,
The new features, which will be found on
examination, may prove collaterally ser-
viceable in the “stablishing, strengthening
and settling” of such as aim to continue
“gtedfast unto the end.” But features new
and features old we hope will be wanted
but a short time longer. The “time of the
dead” is at the door, and the appearance of
the first saint from the grave, who shall
show himself to the living, will be the
signal for the suspension of all present
labours, and the passing away of all present
surroundings. To this consummation we
press on, heedless of criticism, misunder-
standing and misrepresentation. The day
at hand will try every man's work what
sort it is.
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A new year finds wus still “waiting
and watching.” “ How long, O Lord?” is
still on the lips of every faithful saint. And
yet the answer, with the bridegroom,
tarries. We know it is written, * Blessed is
he that waiteth and cometh to the thirteen
hundred and five-and-thirty days;” and
that to Daniel it was said, “Thou
shalt stand in thy lot at the end of the days.”
We, therefore, know that the time of
blessedness is at hand; for away from all
exactitudes of chronology, it is 2,400 years
since the word was spoken to Daniel, and
within that period “have transpired all the
events of the visions with which the periods
are connected. Even if we reckon the 1335-
period as starting with the 1290 of the
previous verse, overlapping it by 45 years
(instead of closing with the 1260 of the
Little Horn period in 1866-68}, we are at
what Daniel styled “the end of these
wonders.” Every mode of reckoning that
has any claim to soundness yields the same
general result, and the conclusion is more
than confirmed by all the events that are
transpiring in the world. The tempestuous
portents in every quarter of the political
sky are arresting even secular attention.
The anger of the nations increases and
intensifies in the very heart of the question
which marks the termination of Gentile
ascendancy, viz., the claims of the Papal
power to be lord over all. Euphrates the
while is shrinking in its bed; the Frog-
power is the source of European disturbance
at all the political centres; Gog looms
steadily on the northern horizon with in-
creasing stature and quiet fixed attention;
the Jews rise from the thraldom ot ages;
those who are looking for the Lord increase
with each month. The signs are all
distinct; the tablean is complete. We
may hope there will be no time for another
new year's greeting, but that ere another
twelve months shall have run their course,
the Lord will have returned to the earth to
commence the dreadful but, in its issue,
blessed work appointed. If it be not so, be
it ours not to faint, but still to wait and
watch and work and pray, knowing that he
that shall come will come, and will not
tarry aiways.

ROME'S PERDITION AND ROME'S
MERCHANDISE.

Noticing a book just published, entitled
Readings from the Books of Daniel and
the Apocalypse (by the late Louis Gaussen,
of Geneva), the Rock says:—

“ Gaussen was much struck by the corres-
pondence between the cvents of 1848, and
the views which—based on the Protestant
historical system of prophetical interpreta-
tion—he had previously given to the world;
and had he Leen spared to see 1870, he
would have found the resemblance still
more exact. He saw clearly that Rome’s
temporalities would be the first to perish,
but that it is not until the coming of the
Lord that we must look for the downfall ot
her ecclesiastical power—a distinction, this,
which is plainly marked in prophecy, and
which no student should overlook. As we
are not attempting to review his book, we
will only. seize upon a single feature, to
which far greater prominence 1s given than
in any analogous work. Speaking of the
strange ‘merchandise’ in which Rome
(Babylon) deals, and which has so largely
tended to .make her rich and powerful,
¢ Listen, he says, ¢ to the enumaration of the
goods in Rev. xviii. 12-13: * Incense, odours,
ointments, gold, silver, precious stones,
pearls, fine linen, vessels of ivory and of
precious wood, of brass, iron, and marble,
horses, and carriages, and also, what has
never been equalled in the world, ¢ bodies
Lcorpses] and souls of men!’ Who except
anti-Christ ever thought of getting rich by
souls of men. And who except Rome ever
thought of getting rich by * corpses of men?’
Such, Gaussen maintains, is the true trans-
lation of the Greek, and so likewise Luther
thought, for * corpses and souls of men’ are
the rendering given in his German Bible.
‘A traffic in corpses! The Pagans of
ancient Rome burned their dead, but would
never have sold their ashes. The first
Christians buried their dead—as in the case
of Stephen—but would they ever have
thought of selling his corpse? The Jews
were always accounted unclean if they
touched a corpse. Further still, when an
altar was to be made for ever unclean and
detestable, some bone or some relic was
placed upon it: just what anti-Christ does.
. It is not, however, said whether
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these corpses shall be whole bodies, or sold
in parts: a skull, an arm, a foot, a leg, a
tooth, a hair. Perhaps they will be put
into rich shrines and sold for money.” It is
well that this infamous trafic—one of
Rome’s most prolific sources of revenue—
should be kept in view. We have not
forgotten the shameful disclosures made
last year (and recorded in the Rock) as to
an extensive manufactory of spurious relics
from old bones and old wood, carried on
under the very nose of the Pope, and which
were all pronounced genuine on the in-
fallible authority of ‘His Holiness,” We
ourselves have bought such things—as wit-
nesses against Babylon—and now that the
pilgrimage mania is in full tide, the demand
for them is becoming greater than ever;
indeed, one of the apocalyptic characteristics
of Rome's approaching judgment is that
¢ she repented not of her deeds” The re-
currence of St. Andrew’s day will recall to
many of us Hugh Stowell’s account—in one
of his best Exeter Hall speeches—of the
public kall Papal rejoicings on the occasion
of bringing back in triumph the pretended
skull of St. Andrew, which had been lost
and was said to have been found again!
Nor shall we ever forget our first sight of a
saintly skeleton—such as are met with in
many of the Austrian chnrches—placed in a
glass case behind the altar, with a plume of
ostrich feathers on its head, and sham
jewellery on its ghastly limbs! An average
skeleton, properly mounted for anatomical
purposes may be had in London for £5, but
although the market is well with the
genuine (?) ‘bodies’ of preserved saints,
we.presume a somewhat higher rate would
now be charged in Rome for a St. Andrew or
a St. Macarius.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

“Croups IN THE EUROPEAN SkY ” is the
title ot an article in the New York Herald
published November 20th. The American
press is outside the European circle, and,
therefore, more unbiassed n its views and
utterances on European events than either
English or Continental papers. It will be
remembered that the Franco-German war
was almost foretold by the American papers,
while all Europe was at comparative ease.
The Herald says :—* The temper of the

European mind is so uncertain, and there
are so many angry conditions in the rela-
tions of the States, and this religious
question assumes so much prominence, that
it is wise to consider critically the slightest
indication of the temper of the times.
Thus we have the word of Disraeli, as told
in ¢ Lothair,” and repeated in many speeches,
that we are on the eve of a great crisis.
So we cannot study the signs too closely.
We observe that Prince Gortschakoff has
arrived in Berlin, and has had interviews
with Bismarck and the Emperor. Prince
Gortschakoff is one of the most distinguished
of living statesmen ; before the rise of
Bismarck he was the-leading statesman of
Europe. He is now seventy-six years of
age, and people naturally ask, What leads
him 1n his old age to take an inclement
journey from St. Petersburgh to Berlin?
This is a natural question, and one that
cannot be asked without uneasiness.
Accordingly, the telegraph gives us a reply.
¢ Prince Gortschakoff has discussed proposals
for the revision of the Russo-German
customs regulations, for the benefit of
commerce and international intercourse.
In other words, the telegraph asks us to
believe that Prince Gortschakoff has actually
come to Berlin upon & cold November
errand, that could have been as well per-
formed by a consul general or an under
secretary of state, to talk about salt and
beer, and hay and flour!”

WORDS OF IMPERIAL MENACE.

At the opening of the German Parliament,
the Emperor concluded his speech as
follows :—~%“1 know myself to be free from
all tempting thoughts to employ the united
power of the empire for other than defensive
purposes, Conscious of the power at our
disposal, my Government can afford to pass
over in silence the suspicions unjustly cast
upon their policy. Not until the malice
and party passions, to whose attacks we are
exposed, proceed from words to actions
shall we resent them. In such an event,
the whole nation and its princes will join
me in defending our honour and our rights.”

On this, the New York Herald remarks:

“This is a declaration the more we read it
the more menacing it appears. Why should a
great Emperor care particularly about the
criticisms of foreign journals? What has
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Germany to fear that the old King should
brandish his sword in the face of Europe?
What Power * attacks ” his imperial poliey ? 1Ia
it France, or Anstria, or Russia? It would
sem to us that Germany has been treated with
remarkable cordiality and forbearance by the
other Powers. England saw the partition of
Denmark without a movement. France yielded
{0 Sadowa with a simple protest. Russia stood
with drawn sword to prevent any interference
in the mutilation of France. Germany has had
the utmost indulgence from Europe. She has
gained great advantages; but victory, as in the
ease of Napoleon, seems to have tanghi the
Bmperor simply arrogance. He does not
propose to pause in his career, and the problem
now in all European minds is, Where will he
strike?’ 1Is it not also a #ad comment upon the
eivilization of our blazing, boastful century, to
see a great monarch and the head of a great
empire wantonly invoking the spirit of war ?
From 8%. Petersburgh to Birmingham, wher-
ever we look, we see troubled waters. Danish,
and Polish, and Roman and Eastern questions;
Bpain and France under the mailed hand of
srmed adventurers, who represent neither that
¢grace of God' which comes with a erown, nor
that still higher grace which comes from the
will of the people. The Commnne in Paris, the
Intransigentes in Madrid, the Ultramontanes in
Berlin, the Socialists in St. Petersburgh, the
bli in Loud all these we see and
h&ve seen. Truly the European sky is in angry
mood—shooting flames here and there, and
lightning flashes and the ominous thunder that
comes from the far-distant canopies of heaven
or the far-hidden caverns of the earth What
does it all mean? A proud Emperor brandishing
bis sword, and elements of disturbance every-
where. As it to add to the complication, here
is the mightiest religious controversy that has
been known since the time of Luther, and not
utilike those of Luther; for Germany and
England have again grappled with the power of
Rome. All this time, Germany and France are
arming every able-bodied citizen, and even
bidding the old men to be ready to defend their
homes. Europe is an armed camp. The sword
is the sign that is seen in the heavens. No
wonder the venerable Russian Chancellor should
take a long and dreary winter journey to see
what it means; to try if peace cannot be pre-
served; to avoid, if possible, the tremendous
shock that seems so swiftly coming, . .
We can well understand how Gortschakoff snd
Bismarck, and those whose trade is the service
of kings, would sit in anxious thought as they
looked upon those clouds which float, black and
threatening, over the European sky, and wonder
whether the monarchy will ride the storm, and
whether the time is not at hand which Napoleon
predicted at St. Helena, when Europe would be
Republican or Cossack.”

The Christadelphian,
Jam, 1, 1876.

RUSSIA AND THE PEACE OF EUROPE.

The Moscow Gazette says that it entirely
agrees with the English press in thinking
that the peace of Europe is not threatened
by the possibility of a conflict between the
great Powers, but rather by the state of
affairs in Turkey, and by the Socialistic
and Ultramontane movements., The greatest
danger, according to the Gagette, lies in
Ultramontanism.

Russia has sent out invitations, re~
assembling the Conference lately heid at
Brussels, on the laws of war, but this time
to be held at St. Petersburg. England,
it is reported, has refused to take any part
in the revived Congress. The Post says:—
“Russia, Germany, and Austria very
probably have come to an understanding
upon the question. But, if that be so, are
the other powers to attend the Congress
merely to ratify their decisions ? We can-
not suppese that the other nations will do
this. Such states as Holland, Belgium, and
Switzerland can have very few ideas on
military questions in commen with the
possessors of millions of regular soldiers.
It would really be as sensible to ask lambs
to act on committees on peace questions
with wolves as to require these Powers
to confer with those habitually armed from
head to foot and ready for immediate war
on a colossal scale. If any of the great
Powers intend to consider their own
decisions in regard to the law and customs
of war as binding upon the other and
dissentient Powers, why go through the
farce of assembling a Congress at all?
No one would be deceived for a moment
as to the real character of the proceedings.
This thin glove of discussion would not
hide the iron hand of military despotism.”

ANOTHER RUSSIAN ADVANCE.

A Daily Telegraph Bexlin telegram states
that great disturbances have broken out
among the Khivans, who refuse to pay
the tribute imposed by Russia. Marauding
bands, whom the Khan of Khiva is unable
to control, attack and pillage the Russian
caravans, and it is expected that Russia
will take offensive measures.

“ Advices from Petro Alexandrovski,
dated October 27th, speak of the Russian
garrison preparing for a two months’
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campaign against the Turcomans. To
prevent English suspicions being aroused,
the campaign will be confined to narrow
limits. The German press inclines to the
Russian view, and reports growing irritation
at St. Petersburg towards Austria in
consequence of many injurious reports
lately set in motion by Vienna newspapers.

ANGRY AND WORLD-WIDE.
AGITATION OF THE ROMAN

QUESTION.

Tt is one of the signs of the times that the
question of the Papal claim to infallhibility
has become an element in the discussion of
politics, and an element productive of the
fiercest antagonisms in all civilised coun-
tries. The matter has come into unexpected
prominence in Britain. It has been the
question of the day in Germany for some
two years or more; it has only just intruded
itself before the British gaze. And even in
Germany, the question has received an
intense stimulus. This has come about in a
very simple way. In a magazine article on
Ritualism, Mr. Gladstone therein referring
to the question “ whether a handful of the
clergy are or are not engaged in an utterly
hopeless and visionary effort to Romanise
the Church and people of England,” said,

¢ At no time since the bloody reign of Mary
hag such a scheme been possible. But if it had
been possible in the seventeenth or eighteenth
centuries, it would still have become impossible
in the nineteenth; when Rome has substituted
for the proud boast of semper eadem a policy of
violence and change in faith; when she has re-
furbished and paraded anew every rusty tool
she was fondly thought to have disused; when
no one can become her convert without re-
nouncing his moral and mental freedom, and
placing his civil loyalty and duty at the mercy
of another; and when she has equally repudi-
ated modern thought and ancient history.”

This passage roused the antagonism of
the Roman Catholic community, and led to
attacks on Mr. Gladstone. Mr. Gladstone
has replied in a pamphlet entitled, T%e
Vatican. Decrees in their bearing on Civil
Allegiance. The following are a few
extracts:—

He says, that “ the Rome of the middle
ages claimed universal monarchy. The
modern Church of Rome has abandoned

‘nothing, retracted nothing’’ But that is

not the worst, The national churches of
the middle ages made a brigk, vigorous and
constant opposition to these outrageous
claims ; but now all opposition has been
extinguished by the recent decrees of the
Vatican Council. To prove that Rome has
“refurbished and paraded every rank tool
she was fondly thought to have disused,”
Mr. Gladstone makes a number of references
to the Encyclicals of Gregory XVI. and the
present Pope, the ome dated 1831 and the
other 1864. He contends that the Pope
claims the right to intlict penalties in life,
limb, liberty, or goods, on disobedient
members of the Romish Church, to depose
sovereigns, and release subjects from their
allegiance. Passing to the third of his
propositions, Mr. Gladstone says that the
Council of the Vatican made the cup of
endurance to overflow in 1870, when it
declared the Pope to be infallible. The
next question that Mr. Gladstone asks is,
Whether, being true, the propositions as to
the claims of the Pope are material. Tt
has been a favourite purpose of his life,
“not to conjure up, but to conjure down
alarms,” and he does not pretend that
“either foreign foe or domestic treason can,
at the binding of the Court of Rome,
disturb these peaceful shores.”” But though
such fears may be visionary, it is more
visionary still to suppose for one moment
that the claims of Gregory VIL., of Innocent
IIL.,, and of Boniface VIIL, have been
disinterred in the nineteenth century, like
hideous mummies picked out of Egyptian
sarcophagi, in the interests of archaology,
or without a definite and practical aim.”
Why, then, have these astounding assertions
been paraded before the world? The
answer to the question is, perhaps, one of
the most interesting parts of the pamphlet.
“It must,” he thinks, “be for some political
object of a very tangible kind, that the
risks of so daring a raid upon the civil
sphere have been deliberately run.”

“ A daring raid it is., For it is most evident
that the very assertion of principles which
establish an exemption from allegiance, or
which impair its completeness, goes, in many
other countries of Europe, far more directly
than with us, to the creation of political strife,
and to dangers of the most material and
tangible kind. The struggle now proceeding
in Germany, at once occurs to the minds as a
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primary ingtance. I am not competent to give
any opinion upon the particulars of that
gtruggle. The institutions of Germany, and
the relative estimate of State power and indi-
vidual freedom, are materially different from
ours. But I must say as much as this. Firstly,
it is not Prussia alone that is touched; else-
where, too, the bone lies ready though the
contention may be delayed. In other States,
in Austria particularly, there are recent laws in
force, raising much the same issues as the
Falck Jaws have raised. But the Roman Court
possesses in perfection one art, the art of
waiting; and it is her wise maxim to fight but
one enemy at & time, Secondly, if I have truly
represented the claims promulgated from the
Vatican, it is difficult to deny that those claims
and the power which hes made them, arc pri-
marily responsible for the pains and perils,
whatever they may be, of the present conflict
between German and Roman enactments. And
that which was once truly said of France may
Dow also be 8aid with not lesstruth of Germany:
when Germany is disquieted, Europe cannot be
al rest. I should feel less anxiety on this
subject had the Sup Pontiff frankly recog-
niged his altered position since the events of
1870; and in language as clear, if not as em-
phatic, as that in which he has proscribed
modern civilisation, and given to Europe the
assurance that he would be no party to the
re-establishment, by blood and violence, of the
Church. It is easy to conooive that his personal
benevolence, no less than his feelings ss an
Italian, must have inclined him individually
towards a course 80 humane; and I should add,
it T might do it without presumption, so pru-
dent. With what appears to an English eye a
lavish prodigality, successive Italian Govern~
ments have made over the ecclesiastical powers
and privileges of the Monarchy, not to the
Church of the country for the revival of the
ancient, popular, and self-governing elements of
its constitution, but to the Papal Chair, for the
establish t of ecclesiastical despotism, and
the suppression of the last vestiges of independ-
ence. This course, so difficult for a foreigner
to appreciate, or even to justify, has been met,
not by reciprocal conciliation but by a constant
fire of denuncistions and complaints. When
the tone of these d iations and complaint;
is compared with the language of the authorised
and favoured Papal organs in the press, and of
the Ultramontane Party—now the sole legiti-
mate party of the Latin Church—throughout
Europe, it leads many to the painful and revolt-
ing conclusion that there is a fixed purpose
among the secreét inspirers of Roman policy to
pursue, by the road of force, upon the arrival of
any favourable opportunity, the favourite project
ofre-erecting the terrestriul throne of the Pope-
dom, even if it can only be re-erected on the ashes
of the city, end amicst the whitening bones of

the people.

Tt is difficult to conceive or contemplate the
effects of such an endeavour. But the exist-
ence at this day of the policy, even in bare
idea, is itselt a portentous evil. I do not
hesitate to say that it is an incentive to general
disturbance, a premium upon European wars.
It is, in my opinion, not sanguine only, but
almost ridiculous to imagine that such a
project could eventually succeed; but it is
difficalt to over-estimate the effect which it
might produce in generating and exasperating
gtrife,”

EXCITEMENT AND EXPOSTULATION
AMONG THE BEAST-WORSHIPPERS,

The Pope has delivered a speech in which
he terms Mr. Gladstone “a viper” and his
pamphlet  “ blasphemies.”  Archbishop
Manning has written to the Times,
repudiating Mr. Gladstone’s constructions
of the effect of the infallibility decree; and
the whole Untramontane press are up in
arms against the late Prime Minister,
Archbishop Manning has been followed by
a host of Roman Catholic writers, Among
these were several British peers, who, while
professing to be Catholics and submissive to
the Church, expressed their inability to
receive the dogma.of Papal infallibility.
This attitude on the part of leading
Catholics exasperated the Catholic party.
Archbishop Manning went to Rome and had
an audience of the Pope. From Rome, he
gsent a letter which was read on the
following Sunday in all the Catholic
churches, pronouncing excommunication on
those who, in reference to Mr. Giadstone’s
Vatican pamphlet, and especially Lord
Acton, have denied the Pope’s infallibility.
The Archbishop proceeds to say that events,
which, unhappily, are notorious, induced us
to make known to the faithful, lest any
should be misled by the words or example of
one or two who still pro‘ess to be Catholics,
that whosoever does not in his heart receive
and believe the doctrine of the immaculate
conception and the doctrine of the in-
fallibility of the Viear of Jesus Christ as
they have been defined by the supreme
authority of the Church, does by that very
fact cease to be a Catholic. “It has come
to our knowledge,” continues the Arch-
bishop, “that some, who openly refuse to
believe the said doctrines, persist, never-
theless, in calling themselves Catholics, and
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give out that they go to confession and to
Holy Cummunion in the Catholic Church.
We, therefore, hereby warn them that in so
doing they deceive our clergy by concealing
their unbelief, and that in every such
confession and communion they do a
sacrilege, to their own greater condemna-
tion.”

A MILITARY CONSPIRACY IN AID
OF THE POPE.

The discussion has called forth a petition
to Mr. Disracli, from 450 members of the
United Kingdom Anti-papal League, reveal-
ing the existence of an extensive conspiracy, at
the same time blaming the late Prime Minis-
ter for “ having in his possession full details
of this conspiracy,” and “withholding in-
formation that would be to his country’s
good.” “The conspiracy in question,” so
say the address and petition, “is the world-
wide Popish League of St. Sebastian, which,
under the Pope’s sanction, was begun in
London in February, 1871, and has now
branches all over the world, wherever there
are Papists. Itis avowedly a military league
for raising soldiers in every nation, to fight
for the restoration of the Pope’s temporal
power; and according to the official organ of
these conspirators (for they have a news-
paper of their own called the crusader,
published in London), they are bound by a
vow to ‘seek first the kingdom of God and
His glory, in the person of His Vicar, know-
ing that all things else for the weal of their
country, be it where it may, are included
in it, and shall be added unto them. This
conspiracy is avowedly for the purpose of
raising soldiers and creating war; therefore
each taker of the vow swears to fight for the
Pope, and against his own lawful sovereign,
unless that sovereign submits to the Pope.”

A copy of the petition was also sent to Mr.
Gladstone, who made the following reply:

“ Hawarden, Nov. 26, 1874,

Sir,—Accept my thanks for your having
reminded me by your communication of the
existence of the Society of San Sebastian, as
to which I will make further enquiry, with
reference to the discussion now in progress.

Your faithful servant, W. E. GLADSTONE.”

SPEECH ON THE SUBJECT BY
PRINCE BISMARK.

A speech on the subject was made by

Prince Bismark, on the 4th of December,
which the Daily News Berlin Correspondent
says produced even a deeper impression than
anything spoken by him on the Church
question, since the beginning of the conflict.
The occasion of it was this: usually Germany
has had a diplomatic representative at the
papal court. This year—the representative
having been withdrawn —the charge for the
functionary was omitted from the budget
that was presented to the German parliament
on Dec. 5th. Herr Windhorst opposed the
omission of this item, contending that it was
vain by such means to hope to alienate the
Catholics of Germany from the Pope.

“Prince Bismarck in reply delared he
had discovered, in reading through the
reports of the last debate in Parliament
upon the subject, that he had ihen given
expression to conciliatory sentiments which
he must now withdraw if he would not
expose himself to the misrepresentation
which had already been insinuated, that
the Imperial Government sought peace with
Rome upon any terms. The Imperial
Government was far from not recognising
the Pope as the head of the Catholic
Church; but that did not impose the
necessity of the despatch of an ambassador
to the Vatican. If it should be necessary
to enter into diplomatic relations with the
Roman Curia the Imperial Government had
a diplomatist in Rome for that purpose.
At the present time there was no necessity
for such a personage, since for the last year
and a half the hopes which had been
raised had remained unfulfilled. As long
as the head of the Catholic Church
maintained his present attitude, and urged
on the clergy to break the laws in those
States where adherents of his Church
lived, so long diplomatic relations between
the Pope and Germany appeared superfluous.
The Government had not provoked the
present conflict; the conflict was planned
before 1870, and the French war only
furthered it. That Rome hoped that France
would prove victorious was well known.
In conclusion Prince Bismarck said: “1
can prove that, and I hope again to meet
the gentleman in the Prussian Diet in
connection with this question.”

Baron von Varnbueler, formerly member
of the Wurtemberg Cabinet, then spoke,
and adverted to the declaration of a well-
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known prelate, who said, “Nething can
help us but the revolution.”” These words,
said Baron Von Varnbueler, were used by
Mgr. Meglia, former Papal Nuncio at Munich,
in 1869, in the course of an official con-
versation between him and the Wurtemberg
envoy.

ENGLAND AND THE “HOLY SEE.”

Following the example of Germany,
England has also withdrawn her ambassa-
dor to the Pope. The Debats, commenting
on the election of the Prince of Wales
to the grand Mastership of the Free
Masons, says: “the great and universal
conflict now going on between the Church
and the State gives peculiar gravity to this
circumstance. In this universal conflict
the friends of liberty are profoundly divided.
In England the aged Lord Russell writes
to the king of Prussia to encourage him
in his persecution of the Catholics. Even
Mr. Gladstone is found expressing his regret
at the Act of Emancipation. The conflict
becomes more bitter on both sides. Reason
is banished from the earth.”

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS,

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE.—(Rev.
xx. 11.)  “ Is there not a distinction between
this Great White Throne and the Throne of
David ¢ My idea is that the Great While
Throne consists of the 144,000 redeemed from
among men, and clothed in white.’—(J.A.)

There cannot, in the ultimate sense, be a
distinction between the throne of David

and the 144,000. The 144,000 are the
saints who reign with Christ, ‘sitting
on his (David’s) throne” (Rev. iii.

21; Luke i. 32), and as a throne in figure
comprehends its occupants, the throue of
David must comprehend the 144,000 who sit
on it politically, in the age to come. The
Throne of David will, doubtless, be, as you
suggest, a living, moving, speaking, destroy-
ing one, and, finally, a fountain of healing
waters for the nations.

CHRIST THE SIN-BEARER REJECTED BY
RENUNCIATIONISTS.

8.V,—¢“Christ bore our sins in his own
body,” (1 Pet. ii. 24)—all our sins—not one
class of sins only, and therefore if we
“sinned in Adam,” he bore that sin too.
Your contention that Christ was *free”’
while he bore those sins is a contradiction in
terws. Sin can only be borne in its effect,

and how can a man be “free” from those
effects while bearing them ¥ Your eyes have
been filled with the dust of sophistical
controversy, of whose fallacies its author was
too conscious to come to the test of either
Socratic or ordinary discussion, Wipe
your eyes. The word of truth is simple.
We suffer ‘from Adam’s sin in suffering its
effects. Jesus did the same, for he was
made ‘“in all things,” like ourselves. You
say ¢ No; he was without actual trans-
gression.” Dear friend, ¢ actual transgres-
sion’’ is no part of our *making:’’ itisan
act: the motion of a machine is not part of
the machine. Two machines may be the
same, but the one may move and the other
not, through being in lock. Jesus did not
sin, but he suffered from the effects of sin,
In denying this, you deny the Christ of
apostolic teaching, and leave the friends. of
the truth no choice but to stand apart from
your company.

“GOD THE SAVIOUR OF ALL MEN.”

A.F.—God is “the Saviour of all men”’
1 Tim. iv. 10) in the sense expressed by

avid when he says * The Lord is good
unto all . . . The eyes of all wait
upon thee, and thou givest them their meat
in due season. Thou openest Thine hand
and satisfiest the desire of every living
thing.””—(Psalm cxlv. 15-16.) Jesus ex-
presses the same truth in saying, “He
maketh His sun to rise on the evil and
on the good, and sendeth rain on the
just and on the unjust.”—(Matt, v. 45.) If
you say ¢ No, but he will save all men also,
in admitting all to eternal life,”” you contra-
dict the express teaching of Christ, who
says that ¢ Wide is the gate and broad is the
road that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be that go in thereat; while strait is
the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth
unto life, and PEW there be that find it.”
This teaching is set forth in every book of
the Bible. Paul’s allusion to God as the
Saviour of all men is natural enough in the
connection. He was speaking of ¢ labouring
and suffering reproach” wow—in this
present time—and he describes his incentive
to be his trust in that God, who now in this
present time is the upholder, preserver,
saviour of all, even the ungrateful, but
especially of the believer. 1f the allusion
were to final salvation, there would be no
“especially > about it, for salvation is salva-
tion to everyone saved, but the allusion bein&'
to present goodness, there is an * especially ’
to those who ¢ committing their way to
God,”” have their steps directed by Him.

THE CONFIRMATION OF THE ABRA-
HAMIC COVENANT,

8.C.—You mistake the tendency of brother

Andrew’s paper on the Abrahamic Covenant

if you suppuse it displaces a single principle
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contended for by Dr. Thomas. It is a mere
question as to the meaning of a particular
passage, which as it stands, in the common
version, appears to employ the figure of a
will in connection with the efficacy of the
death of Christ. 1Is it a will, in the English
sense, or a covenant that Paul speaks of ?
Taking the transiation as it stands, which
the Dr. appears to have done, it is the
former undoubtedly ; but the translation, as
it stands, cannot be maintained, as will be
manifest to anyone having any knowledge of
Greek, on trying to translai» the verse with-
out reference to the common version. The
context and many considerations concerning
the death of Christ, exclude the jdea of a
will, and point distinctly to a covenant, as
brother Andrew has shown. The fact does
not introduce a single new principle or
displace an old one, except in so far as the
figure of a will was understood to be
sanctioned by Heb. ix. 17. The way still
remains open for the scriptural explanation
(which Dr. Thomas has pointed out) how it
came to pass in the appointment of God
{on which, in a perverted form, all Pagan
usage was originally founded) a covenant
eould not be ratified without the shedding of
blood.

REVILING AND MONEY LENDING.

‘W.T.—Reviling is expressly prohibited by
the law of Christ.—(1 Pet. ii. 21-23 ; James
jii. 9-10; 1 Thess. v. 15; Rom. xii. 14.)
Therefore, no true brother would denounce
another as * a scamp, a rogue, &c.,” even if
the other might be 80. Anyone using such
language is either ignorant or disobedient of
the law of Christ, and, therefore, in the
category of such as shall not inherit the
kingdom of God, unless he reform. As to a
brother’s right to take ‘‘interest on money
lent,” it depends on circumstances. If the
money be lent to aid in distress, he is
equally forbidden to ask or accept interest.—
(Lev. xxv. 85-37; Psalm xv. §.) Interestin
such a case is oppression of the poor, and
offensive in the sight of God; but if a man,
for his own advantage, ask the use of money
at interest, a brother i no more precluded
from accepting it than accepting rent for a
house, or increase upon any other article of
commerce. It is better, however, to have
nothing to do with borrowing or lending.
They are both hindrances. If help is
wanted, give, ““ hoping for nothing again.”
This keeps the ground clear of all roots of
bitterness. And as for borrowing, the
borrower puts a chain round his neck which
will hurt him for many days.

BUILDING THE TOMBS OF THE
PROPHETS.

“How did the Soribes and Pharisees of
Christ’s day, BY BUILDING THE TOMBS OF
THE PROPHRTS whom their forefathers had
killed, ¥ BEAR WITNESS® that they were the

children of those who killed the prophets, and
that they allowed (i.c. approved) the deeds of
their fathers 2 And why does Christ denowrce
them for building the tombs of the prophets
and “garnishing the sepulchres of the
righteous 2 See Matt. xxiii. 29-31, and Luke
xi. 47-48.”"--(A.A.)

ANSWER.—Christ “knew what was in
man,”’—(Jno. 1i. 25).  Therefore he was
able to put the right interpretation on
actions which on the face of them bore an
exactly contrary meaning. The Scribes and
Pharisees, (like their class in all ages and
countries,) while hating the righteous, like
to have the credit of approving them. They
dearly prize the reputation of being on the
side of the righteous while dearly loving
the practice of wickedness under various
respectable guises. To achieve this reputa-
tion is easy concerning those who are dead,
because ihe dead cause them no irritation
by a living antagonism to their evil course.
Their real character is shown in their treat-
ment of those who are alive. Do they take
care of the righteous of their own generation ?
The Scribes and Pharisees were the destroyers
of the latter (Jesus and his friends) showing
therefore that their zeal for the dead prophets
was a mere deception—perhaps an unconscious
one. Jesus expressed the true state of the
case by an ironical comstruction of their
action, Burial was a part of the process by
which the prophets were got rid of. Tombs
are connected with hurial. Therefore, Jesus
makes their building of the tombs an evidence
of participation in the whole process; their
fathers killed and they approvingly buried.
Many would gladly attend the funeral of a
man in whose recovery from death they
would not have rejoiced. On the surface,
attending the funeral and garnishing the
sepulchre is a token of respect and an ex-
pression of sorrow; but as often as not, it is
a mock compliance with men’s customs, in no
way corresponding to the actual state of the
heart. Jesus knew the hypocritical charac-
ter of the whole proceeding, and, therefore,
adroitly turned their own actions against
themselves.

FREEMASONRY INCOMPATIBLE WITH
SAINTSHIP.

J.L.E. (Texas, U.8.A.)—Freemasonry is,
without doubt, incompatible with the po-
sition and duties of a brother of Christ. It
is difficult to conceive an earnest brother
desiring to continue connected with it,
The question of continuing in fellowship
with such has never been raised in England,
there never having been a case, so far as our
knowledge extends, of a brother desiring to
continue a freemason after becoming cone-
nected with Christ in the obedience of the
gospel. The facts you point out are
sufficient to exclude a brother of Christ from
all connection with the freemusons, viz.,
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(1) that at the opening of any lodge, Christ
is ignored, the lodge being declared open ¢ in
the name of God and the holy Saint John ; *’
{2) that freemasonry ignores the fact that
man is by nature without God and without
hope in the world, teaching that the whole
human species are bound in brotherly love
as one family, with one Almighty parent, to
cultivate friendship, without regard to sect nr
opinion, in opposition to the apostles of
Christ, who teach that we are not
to love the world, and that the friendship
of the world 1is enmity with God.
(3) The fact of freemasonry representing and
setting forth a false and anti-Christian hope,
as shown in the following extract from the
Monitor: — “ We close with the solemn
thought of death, which, without revelation,
is dark and gloomy; but the mason is sud-
denly revived by the ever-green and ever-
living sprig of faith in the merits of the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, which strengthens
him, with confidence and composure, to look
forward to a blessed immortality, and doubts
not, but in the glorious morn of the resurrec-
tion, his body will rise and become as
incorruptible as his soul. Then let us
imitate our ancient patron (Solomon, for he
says, page 37, ¢ King Solomon was our most
excellent grand master) in his virtuous and
amiable conduct, in his unfeigned piety to
God, in his inflexible fidelity to his trust,
that we may welcome the grim tyrant death,
receiving him as a kind messenger sent from
our Supreme Grand Master, to translate us
from this imperfect to that all-perfect,

glorious and celestial lodge above, where the
Supreme Architect of the universe presides ’’
Thus, as you say, masonry is a sect composed
of many sects, and teaches that all these
can reach a celestial lodge above, by
imitating Solomon in his virtuous and
amiable conduct. It is the place where all
the sects (and the world) get the finishing
touch to waft them to the “celestial lodge
above” independent of Christ.— (See Acts
iv. 12; John xiv. 6; viil. 12; 1 Kings xi.)
The Mason's Monitor, paga 152, identifies
freemasonry with imm:-rtal-soulism, in
setting forth the ceremony when casting the
evergreen into the grave of a deceared
brother, thus: ¢ This evergreen, that once
marked the temporary resting place of
the illustrious dead, is an emblem of our
faith in the immortality of the soul. By it
we are reminded that we have an immortal
part within us which shall survive the
grave, and which shall never, never, never
die.””  Again, on page 155 the Monitor
uses the following words :

¢ Grant us the power of quickening grace,
To fit our souls to fly,

That when we drop this dying breath,
We'll rise above the sky.’

Doubtless, you are justified in your
concluding remark ¢ that we might as well
fellowship any sect, or all of them as
fellowship a brother who continues in
fellowship with a body founded on such
principles.”

INTELLIGENOE.

ABERDEEN.~—Brother Anderson  reports

the death of brother William Phillips, on

Nov. 5th, after a lingering illness. Brother

Phillips had been many years connected

with the trath. A course of lectures is in

iaarogress by brother Mowatt and brother
arr.

BaLraToN (Aberdeenshire.)—Brother J.
Clark, jun., says, “I am glad to have to
record one case of obedience to the require-
ments of Jehovah, in this truth forsaken-
like locality. IsaBeLLA BYRESs, formerly
Presbyterian, was immersed into the sin-
covering name of Jesus, at New Pitsligo, on
Sunday 13th inst.

BiemMiNGHAM.—During the month, there
have been three additions by immersion,
viz., WiLLiam BEESLEY (81), auger maker,
formerly neutral; Epwin HiLL (36), glazier
and glass cutter, formerly neutral; and
Miss STARKEY, middle-aged, formerly Baptist.
Duty has compelled us, in grief, to withdraw
for & season from brother Thomas Davis,

for a serious breach of the law of Christ.

The new Record is at length published,
and may be had for 6d., being larger in size
than nsual.

CHELTENHAM, — Brother Otter reports:
“On Saturday, 21st November, we were
visited by brother John Thompson, late of
this town (now living at Newport, Mon.),
who brought with him a female friend for
examination. This necessary preliminary
having been undergone in a very satis-
factory manner, we had the pleasure, on the
morrow, of introducing her into the
‘name’ provided for a sin-covering, that
of the Father in manifestation—Jesus the
Christ. Her name is ANNIE JORY, and she
is over 20.”

DunpEE.—Brother Mortimer reports the
obedience of CHrISTINA FRASER, who re-
sides at Stanley, Perthshire, with sister
Kate Fraser, by whom she was accompanied
on a visit to the brethren here on Saturday,
12th inst. She was immersed by brother
Gill, on Sunday morning, in the presence ot

I
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the brethren, and now, with us, waits for
the Lord's appearing out of the Most Holy,
without sin, for our salvation. “Our Young
sister,” says brother Mortimer, “is the
fourth sister of the Fraser family rejoicing
in the truth—all of whom it may truly be
said as of those of Berea, that they are
‘honourable women,” who have all, more
or less, been called to make sacrifices for the
truth’s sake; but who have faithtully and
fearlessly chosen to suffer hardship and
reproach for the name of the Lord Jesus
and his truth, rather than deny his name.”

GALASHIELS, Oct. 20th.—Brother Bell
(whose letter was muislaid last month)
writes: “1 rejoice to let you know that my
dear son according to the flesh has become a
brother in the Spirit, having obeyed that
form of doctrine that begun to be preached
in Judea eighteen hundred years ago, and
strange to say was never heard of in this
locality before Alec was born, although he
is only seventeen years of age. He was
baptised into the saving name on Sunday
morning the 18th current; and our prayer
is that he may be enabled to run the race
lawfully, so that he may obtain the prize
promised to all who continue stedfast to
the end.”’

GrasGcow.—Brother Nisbet reports: “On
Sunday morning, Nov.29th, KATHERINE Mac-
PHERSON, cousin to sister Leask, put on the
sin-covering name in the appointed way;
and on the following Sunday morning
(Dec. 6th), Mrs. RiTcHIE, wife of brother
Ritchie, was also added to the number of
‘such. as may be saved.,” Brother David
Marr has removed to Galashiels.

Havirax.—Brother C. Firth reports the
addition ot two more to the ecclesia here,
viz., on Saturday, 17th day of October:
Grorge Dupping (22), cabinet maker, and
ArTHUR Bairstow (19), clerk, eldest son of
brother D. Bairstow, who were both, in
baptism, united by the only name given
under heaven whereby man can be saved.
“ Qur meetings,” says brother Firth, “are
very well attended, and we continue to sow
the seed, which is the Word of God,
knowing that God will give the increase.”

Leeps.—Brother Chapman writes: “I
have the pleasure to inform you that bro.
Hodgkinson, of Norman Cross, paid a visit
to Leeds on the 6th Dec., and delivered two
very instructive discourses. Brethren and
sisters from Elland, Halifax, and Hudders-
field availed themselves of the opportunity
of hearing our brother. The morning being
very wet and disagreeable, the attendance of
the public was not so large as we expected,
but those that did attend appeared to be
very much interested. At the evening
lecture the room was well filled, and many
who are looking into the truth have ex-
pressed themselves highly satisfied with the
mild and expressive way in which the truth

was presented to them. The subjects and
lectures for the past month have been as
follows :—

Now, 15th, at 10.30.—*“/Scripture teaching
concerning the devil.” (Brother Chapman.)
At 6.80: “Popular or orthodox Christianity
scripturally considered.” (Brother Dunn.)
Nov, 22nd.~—*“What was the consequence
of Adam’s transgression, and how may his
descendants obtain redemption from it?”’
(Brother W. H. Andrew.) Evening: “Mr.
Bate’s pamphlet, Is Man Immortal?”
(Brother Dunn.) Nov. 29th.—* Life and
Death.” (Brother Dunn.) Evening: “Pure
Christianity.””  (Brother Dunn.) Dee.
6th.—“ Angels of the Bible.” (Brother
Hodgkinson.)  Evenming: “Influence and
operation of Holy Spirit.”” (Brother Hodg-
kinson.)

LercesTER.—Sister Tailby reports that on
Thursday, Nov. 26th, MArRY ELizaBETH
CooPER (21), was immersed into the saving
name. She formerly belonged to the
Church of England.  Sister Cooper is
leaving Leicester in a few weeks for
Chesterfield. Application has been received
for return on the part of one drawn aside by
the Renunciationist schism, but who now
realises the truth concerning the Christ as
Jehovah’s sin-bearer.

LeitH, Dec. 15th.—Owing to the numbers
of this ecclesia having been much reduced
of late by death and removals to other
Pa«es, and there being a prospect of still
urther reduction, a general meeting of the
ecclesia was held, at which the difficulty ot
continuing the meeting, under present cir-
cumstances, was made apparent; and it
was then almost unanimously resolved to
dissolve the ecclesia in the meantime, and to
join the brethren meeting in Edinburgh.”
D. McKiLLop.

LoNpoN.—~Brother A. Andrew reports
seven additions, viz., six by immersion, and
one by removal, as follows: October 15th,
SAraH ELrLENn WiLLsox (wife of brother
Frederic Willson), formerly a member of the
Church of England; Nov. 8th, HENRY SPINK
SWIFT, at one time a member of the Church
of England, but has not been in sympathy
with any denomination for some time past;
and JoHN JoNEs (son of brother and sister
Jones, of Mumbles), who has obtaned
employment here, and intends to winter
here if his employment continue through
the winter. (The foregoing ought to have
appeared last month, but was mislaid.)
Nov. 19th, Mrs. SaraH Smird (mother of
sister L. H. Smith), who has been a member
of various religious denominations; and on
the 10th Dec., WiLLiAM Coarfs and Mary,
his wife, formerly Baptists; and Miss
MARIANNE SusaN SmitH  (daughter of
Mrs. Smith mentioned above), formerly
Congregationalist.

Brotlier Bosher reports the sad intelli-
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gence that brother Chitty (of Calcutta), to
wlom sister Lydia Lowe, of London, was
united in marriage only twelve days before,
was drowned in the cyclone that lately
visited the Indian Ocean and other eastern
waters. He was exercising his vocation as
pilot in the employment of the government
at the time. 1t was his first jourrey from
home after his marriage. Sister Chitty
returns shortly to London a widow, after
having undergone the perils of a voyage to
India to experience married life for less than
a fortnight.

MaxcuesTER—Thefollowing ought tohave
appeared last month: “1 have pleasure in re-
porting obedience to the requirements of the
Word, on the 25th of October, on the part of
Evizapers  ENTwISTLE (29), formerly
Church of England. Her residence is
adjacent to Ramsbottom, some twelve miles
from here, and her knowledge has been thus
far matured through the influence of
brother Empsall, who is located there.”
JouN WAREHAM.

Brother Wareham also reports that the
recent adoption (reported September last) of
an explicit declaration of Christ’s participa-
tion in our common nature in the days of
his flesh, was not shared in by several
members of the ecclesia, who have, conse-
quently, since that time withdrawn. Their
names are John Teasdale, William Carr
(and his wife), Henry S. and Arthur
Sherwood.

New Prrsrico.— Brother Charles Reid
reports the immersion of Mrs. Ross, wife of
brother Ross, of New Deer, which took
place July 12th, but was omitted to be
reported at the time.

NorringHAM.— Brother Burton (whose
address is 59, not 50, Canal Street) reports,
Dec. 14th, “I have to forward the joyful
intelligence that brother F. Peel has been
enabled to see his way clear out of the
Renunciationist heresy, and united with us
Dec. 6th, not, however, on the basis of a
¢ condemned Christ,” as is insinuated, but a
(righteous) Christ, who partaking our (con-
demned) nature, died, was buried, and is
risen again according to the Scriptures. He
intimated his decision in the following :—

“DrAr BrOTHER.—As I am decided upon
the subject of the iate controversy, and con-
vinced that the view set forth in the
Christadelphian is the scriptural one, I feel
desirous of obeying the command of the
Lord Jesus, in the matter of ‘remembering
him.” I am sorry in having to leave those
at the synagogue; but I follow the truth.
The obnoxious resolution, ‘meet on the
basis of an uncondemned Christ,’ hinders
me from meeting with them. It you would
please make known my desire to the
ecclesia, it may be that I shall come
amongst you. Yours in the hope springing
from Jesus being a son of Adam (as well as
son of God.)—F. PrivL.”’

The lectures for the month have been as
follow :—

Now. 29th.—* Mr. Milbourn’s untrue state-
ment that Christadelphians teach .that
electricity is Ged.”  (Brother Richards.)
Dee. 6th.—“ Mr. Gladstone and the Vatican
decrees; the politica! attitude of Europe
towards the Papacy considered in the light
of Revelation as one of the signs of the
times.” — (Brother Sulley.) Dec. 13th.—
“ Spiritualism a delusion resulting from the
doctrine of the immortality of the soul.”—
(Brother Meakin, of Birmingham.) Dee.
20¢th.—“ The Messiah as a light to lighten
the Gentiles and the glory of Jehovah's
people Israel.”’—( Brother Burton.)

IN AND AROUND PETERBOROUGH.—Bro.
Hodgkinson writes as follows to a corres-
pondent ;—

Norman Cross, Dec. 14th, 1874,

Dear brother.—It is some time since I
wrote you concerning the progress of the
truth in this vicinity. It is not possible,
however, to measure that, as we hear but
little and see less, in our isolated position.
Still we keep sharp record of the seed plant-
ing, and to that I would call your attention.

Huntingdon being anxious to hear some-
what of the doctrines held by the Christa-
delphians, Huntingdon was accommodated.
The usual routine of hall engaging, bill
posting, and subject-choosing being accom-
plished, brother Roberts was introduced to
his audience by the subscriber three nmights.
The attendance was small, and far below the
estimate of the uninitiated. The interest
was held in reserve until the last night,
which was devoted to questions and answers,
particularly the latter. You know them all.
‘We had a good sandy-whiskered satan, noisy
and excitable, who kept the ball moving,
and opened up the truth. It is a work of
supererogation to detail this scene to one of
Christ’s veterans like yourself; suffice it to
say the whip cracked, ana the lash of logic
encircled the unhappy legs of Sandy & Co.
One little fledgling greatly amused a few of
his admiring companions by asking the
lecturer’s intention in coming to Huntingdon,
because the poor thing could see nofinancial
advantage or remuneration, which is the only
gauge of public opinion. Revelation xxii. 17
silenced, if it did not satisfy him. Brother
Roberts was requested to give his ¢ experience’
by an ardent Methodist, but he declined to
snbstitute uncertain ‘feeling’ for the word
of God. Finally, my brother, we concluded
there was barren and shallow soil in the
county town, so we comforted ourselves with
the reflection that we had tried to do our
duty. The lectures involved a drive of 26
miles each night; but who dare say ’twas
for naught?

A lecture was delivered by bro. Roberts in
Peterborough this week. Peterborough has
had a long rest, but Yaxley has had steady
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labour now for a year, and the audiences and
interest continue quite up to the mark. This
result has lately received quite an impetus
in consequence af the opposition of an Inde-
pendent Minister, backed by the vicar of the
parish—quite a theological * miscegination”
sotospeak: the twoshaking handsinabargain
to crush a. common foe, who, by the bye,
won’t stay crushed. We were refreshed by
a bill one day, to the effect that * Christa-
delphianism was false and dangerous, and
contrary to the teaching of the gospel.”
Armed with the sword of the Spirit, sister H.
and I found ourselves by chance seated in
the very midst of the great orthodox author-
ities, We were prayed for, I may say, quite
savagely—in true ranting style, that we
might be converted on the spot; but the
prayers were unheard: ungranted they
remain. Then followed a hymn which was
somewhat doleful and considerably out of
fix all round; and then the elaborate
oration, such an one as you read of in
picture books, with yellow covers. The
only point the gentleman made quite clear
was his profound ignorance and lack of
logic. It was a tirade against the sect
everywhere spoken against in general, and
the writer in particular. I have not been
so much amused since my boyhood; but in
the midst of antagonistic hoots and hisses
(for the sympathies of the audience were
excited by the speaker’s language on my
behalf) a voice from the chair suggested
to the speaker that his remarks were
of too personal a nature to be pro-
ductive of good. “A house divided
against  itself cannot stand;” can it?
A panse of surprise ensued, and then
Dr. Thomas was overhauled as a quarrel-
some Yankee quack; and that which the
lecturer lacked in intelligence and scriptural
reference, he fully made up in vituperative
scurrility. But the best of discourses must
have a termination, and the lecturer
resumed his seat amidst the disappomnted
disgust of his audience. I had waited
patiently and silently for this moment, and
politely requested of the chair a few mo-
ments, if he would accord to me the floor.
After a little hesitation and some protesta-
tion from the lecturer, I was permitted to
speak if I would not lead up to any discus-
sion then. I assented, and opened the book
to shew, at the 48rd of Isaiah, how wrong
the lecturer was in stating that the Bible
nowhere pronounced any class of intelligent
beings “ extinet.”” I was muzzled at once
before I could read the verse. I simply
called the attention of the audience to the
aversion manifested when the Scriptures
were appealed to, and sympathised with the
chair on. account of his unhappy situation
that evening, I then politely offered to
discuss these questions in the presence of
his parishioners with him, as he had ex-
pressed a desire to caution them against the

doctrine publicly in a lecture, &c. Here, a
pause—an awkward pause! A voice breaks
the silence: “Name the day! name the
day!” More pause. The chairman then
said he “would take the matter into con-
sidertion, &c.’’ where, probably, it will
remain. Another pause—another voice:
“Is onybody tokeing?” “Oi can’t hear
nought!” This is succeeded by noise. A
base allusion is made to the Independent’s
inadequate salary, and an anathema upon
the unhappy accusant. This causes more
noise. The chairman then attempts to read
a portion from Timothy, and then pro-
nounced a benediction upon " a troubled
sea of unpeaceful tendencies, after which,
we dispersed. Next day, a request comes
from the village for me to answer the
lecture, so I took two nights and ventilated
to large and attentive audiences. I hope
you will not consider e egotistical when I
prophecy that from appearances, that minis-
ter’s salary will not be raised much this
coming year. Thus the ear of the public is
prised open by the opposition of its leaders,
and thus the truth is poured into the
aperture. “The entrance of Thy Word
giveth light.”

TEWKESBURY.---Brother Horton reports
the removal of sister E.Smith to Worcester
(Magdala Terrace, Infirmary Walk). He
remarks: ‘Our little number is now still
less, but we are thankful to know that our
acceptance with the good Master does not
depend upon our numerical superiority, so
we work on, looking for the blessed
gathering together on that day when the
Lord will be in our midst.”

WARRINGTON.— Brother Unsworth reports
the obedience of Mrs. Rosrrrs, wife of
brother Roberts, which makes the number of
the ecclesia nine. Sister Roberts put on the
saving name November 14th. She was held
back for a time by the popular doctrine of
infant salvation (having six children alive
and some dead), but coming more among
the brethren after her husband’s immersion,
she soon saw the merciful dealings of the
Father in arranging things as they are.
The winter course of lectures commenced
December 6th. Brother Shuttleworth, of
Birmingham, lectured afternoon and evening:
the audiences were small on account of the
severity of the weather. On December
13th, brother Dunn, of Leeds, lectured twice,
and once on the 14th. Several are showing
interest in the truth.

AUSTRALIA.

SypNEY.—Brother Hawkins writes: “On
behalf of the few who in Sydney are in ‘the
patient waiting for Jesus Anointed,” I write
to express our sympathy with yourself and
the faithful in Britain in your recent trial,in
having to regard so many of the brethren as
‘erring from the faith.” Doubtless it is as
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John says in 1 Johnii. 19; and on that
account the division may not be so great an
evil as it appears to be. We know our Lord
said that such things must surely come.
We also have had the same trouble from the
same cause, the heresy having been imported
to these shores, and three have gone out
from us. At first, most of us seemed to
think the mew views plausible, but on
looking more deeply into the subject we saw
the hollowness, and instead of being shaken,
we are more firm than before in the belief
that our Great Sacrifice was the seed of
Abraham, like us, tempted, suffering,
but obedient, even to the death, for
the glory set before him. The names
of those having left us are Marsh
Brown, and McQure. We had the
Jjoy of adding to the ecclesia, about a month
ago, EDwarp Hawkins (17), youngest son
of brother Hawkins, of Burrawang; he has
had the privilege of esca})ing indoctrination
with the ‘old wives’ fables” We have
also the pleasure of announcing the mar-
riage of brother J. J. Hawkins, eldest
son of brother H. of Burrawang, to
sister Susan Ellen Everitt (brother Everitt’s
sister) on the 12th May by the Registrar
General, Sydney. Also, with sorrow, we
report the death of brother Everitt’s
daughter (4 years and 10 months old) on the
18th inst. otwithstanding our weakness
of numbers, we try to attract the notice of
the public to the truth, by means of public
lectures, advertised in the daily papers, but
with no apparent success, which though
discouraging is not very surprising at this
time, in view of the ‘ sure word of prophecy.’
We hope the day will soon dawn, and
Messiah come to ‘enlighten the nations,
and be the glory of his people Israel.’

SprINGSURE (Queensland.)—Brother E.
Bott writes Aug. 28th: “I have great
pleasure in making known to you the
obedience of my partner in this life,
Dorcas Borr, to the ‘faith once delivered
to the saints;’ and we are now every first
day of the week meeting in our house, for
we are determined, with our Father's
guidance, to continue stedfast in the
apostle’s doctrine, the fellowhip, the break-
ing of bread, and the prayers.”

CANADA.

ToroxTo.—Brother Evans writes: “ We
rejoice to record the confession of beliet in
the gospel by Mrs. MARGARET BUrTON (42),
formerly Presbyterian (who first heard the
good news at Guelph, Ontario, some three
years ago), and who availed herself of the
sprinkling of the blood of the covenant in
the divinely-appointed way, even by bap-

tism, on Sunday, the 29th November,
forming, we trust, another element of the
‘many,” from righteous Abel downwards,
for the remission of whose sins that blood
has been shed. The 29th October being set
apart by the ‘powers that be' as thanks-
giving day for Ontario, we availed ourselves
of the opportunity to hold our annunal
meeting; accordingly, about 100 brethren
and friends took tea together, after which,
short addresses were given and hymns sung,
thus spending, I hope, a pleasant and
profitable time. I may mention, too, that a
Sunday Schocl was commenced a few
months ago, and, more recently, a class for
instruction in Psalmody, which we pray
may be instrumental of blessing.”

UNITED STATES.

BavriMoRre. — Brother Trezise writes,
November 138th: “Within the last three
months, we have had two who put on the
saving name by baptism, viz: JoHN TREZISE
and CHARLES W. DeacH. Our ecclesia
now numbers twenty-six members, and, I
hope, all sound in the faith. The body
seems to be in a good condition; the
brethren are watching the signs of the
times and awaiting the coming of our blessed
Lord. We have escaped Renunciationism
thus far, and think the brethren are too
well grounded in the truth to be caught by
it. We endorse you in all the efforts to
sustain the truth. = We received a visit from
brother Brittle, of Penn, and brother
Reeves, of Springfield, Ohio. Brother Reeves
lectured for us twice, and the brethren were
very much edified by him. The truth has
not a more earnest and devoted worker than
brother Reeves, and we do not hesitate to
recommend him to all the brethren.”

Branco Co. (Texas.)—Brother Harp
reports the decease of sister Lydia Watson,
at the age of 89 years. She was brother
Harp’s grandmother in the flesh and mother
of brother B. H. Watson. She died October
25th, firm in the hope of the gospel, which
she said was what made death bearable.
The brethren and sisters were all at the
grave. Brother C. Oatman spoke appropri-
ately for one hour on the subject of the hope
set before us in the gospel, after which, by
request of the deceased, the brethren and
sisters sang the piece, ‘How still and
peaceful is the grave.'

PHEASANTS GrOVE (Va.)—Sister Ander-
son announces the immersion of a Mr. S. A,
Staples, of this place, who also writes.
He says that a good many in the section are
becoming interested, and that there is a
small company who meet every first day of
the week for the celebration of the Master’s
love, in hope of his speedy appearing.

WILLIAM H. DAVIS, PRINTER, BIRMINGHAM
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# He (Jesus) that sanctificth, and they who are sanctified, are allof one (Father):
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.” —(Heb. ii. 11.)

“« For the earnest expectation of the ereature waiteth for the manifestation of THE

80N8 OF Gob.”—(Rom. viii. 19.)
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WHAT PAUL PREACHED «FIRST OF ALL.”

By Dr. TuoMas.

“ MoREOVER, brethren, I declare unto
you the gospel which I preached unto
you, which also ye have received, and
wherein ye stand ; by which also ye
are saved, if ye keep in memory what
I preached unto you, unless ye have
believed in vain. For I delivered
unto you first of all that which I also
received, how that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures ; and
that he was buried, and that he rose
on the third day, according to the
Scriptures.”—(1 Cor. xv. 1 to 4.)
Great stress is often laid on the
phrase “first of all,” to prove that
when Paul preached the gospel, the
first thing he did was to deliver
himself concerning the crucifixion and
death of Jesus for onr sins, which is
called ¢ preaching him crucified,”
But to this I object. Panl did not

say “first of all;" but em protois,
“among the first things”—“I1 de-
livered unto you, among the first
things, that which I received: how
that Christ died for our sins, &c.” It
is not true that Paul delivered this in
the Gentile sense of the phrase “first
of all,”’ that is, that the first thing he
preached was the crucifixion of Jesus
for sins. When he went among those
who had the Scriptures of the prophets,
and professed to believe them, the
first thing he did was to lay before
them the things concerning the Christ;
and when he thought he had suffici-
ently enlightened them upon these
matters, he then submitted to them
the things concerning Jesus and his
name. But when he went among
idolators who knew not the prophets,
he first showed them the absurdity of
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idol worship, endeavouring in so
doing, to turn them from dumb idols to
the living and true God, whose
messenger he announced himself to
be ; he then proclaimed God’s future
viceregent reign over the nations by
A Riguteous MaN, whom He had
prepared for the purpose, having
raised him from the dead; which
resurrection was an assurance that said
divine kingdom would certainly be
established. Having thus introduced
the subject of the King's resurrection,
he then preached to them Jesus, that
is, the things concerning him ; who
confirmed the apostle’s testimony
“with signs and wonders, and divers
miracles, and distributions of the
Holy Spirit, according to His will.”
The foregoing statement is proved
by Paul's course at Thessalonica,
Athens, and Corinth ; for thus it is
written: “And Paul, as his manner
was, went into the synagogue of the
Jews, and three Sabbath days (or
Saturdays) reasoned with them out of
the Scriptures (of the prophets, the
only Scriptures then in being)
opening and alleging that it behoved
the Christ to suffer and to rise from
among the dead.”” While he con-
fined himself to this, he was listened
to without tumult. The Jews had no
objection to listen to the discussion
of the question, “Is the Anointed
One to suffer death before he assumes
the reins of government over Israel
and the nations 27  This is clear from
Paul’s adventures at Corinth as well
as at Thessalonica. There he reasoned
with the Jews for several Sabbaths,
during which all was peace and
quietness, and obviously, because he
said nothing about Jesus. He spoke
only of the Christ, without affirming
whether he had appeared or not. But
when Silas and Timothy joined him
from Macedonia, he was encouraged,
and, being pressed in spirit, could no
longer forbear to affirm that the
Christ had really appeared, and that
the crucified and resurrected Jesus
was he. This avowal threw the
hitherto peaceable Jews into an up-
roar, as the announcement of the
same truth had at Thessalonica. It is

evident, therefore, from the effect

produced at Tboth places, that
Paul did mnot preach the things
concerning Jesus first of all. If he

had, his first discourse would have
resulted only in tumult. He would
not have convinced a single Jew. He
had first to prepare the minds of the
Jews by convincing them from the
prophets that whoever the Christ
might be, and whenever he should
appear, he must prove himself worthy
of exaltation to David’s throne by
obedience unto death, from which
God would deliver himn by a resurrec-
tion to everlasting life. If he could
get the Jews to believe this, he would
remove the great obstacle in the way
of their confessing that Jesus was
the Christ. This obstacle consisted in
their belief that the Christ, whenever
he came, would appear at once in
power and great glory. If Jesus had
appeared thus, they would have re-
ceived him gladly ; but because he
appeared in humiliation, contrary
to their expectation, he became an
obstacle, “ a stone of stumbling and a
rock of offence.” Knowing the state
of their minds upon the subject, Paul
proceeded cautiously and wisely ; first
opening to them the prophets, that is,
expounding the Scriptures, that they
might understand their teaching con-
cerning the Christ. When they com-
prehended this, they percaived that
the King expected by the nation was
to appear as ‘‘a poor and needy man,”
despised and persecuted by his con-
temporaries to an ignominilous death,
and afterwards to rise from the dead ;
and that the crisis of his fate was
to be made the foundation of a
mystery, through which remission of
sins and a right to share with the
Christ in his kingdom for ever,
might be obtained. A mind so
prepared would have no difficulty
in assenting heartily to the propo-
sition that the Jesus whom Paul
preached was that Christ, when the
declaration was confirmed of God by
the miracles wrought in his name
before them.

Now, the things first preached
by Paul, namely, concerning the
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kingdom ; for Christ is equivalent to
king, because kings are anointed ones.
In preaching Christ to the Thessalo-
nians, he taught them ' that there was
another King than Caesar (Acts xvii.
7), who should come from heaven
with the angels of his power, taking
vengeance on those who obeyed not
the gospel he preached.—(1 Thess. i.
10; 2 Thess. i. 7-10.) He invited
them to a participation in hiskingdom
and glory (1 Thess. ii. 12), a resurrec-
tion from the dead, if accounted
worthy of it, and deliverance from
the wrath to come.—(1 Thess. iv. 16 ;
2 Thess. i. 5; 1 Thess. i. 10.) In
preaching Jesus OChrist, he taught
them that Jesus was that King in
whom would be fulfilled all the things
written concerning him in the
prophets. This doctrine of a king from
heaven to rule the nations upon the
earth as Jehovah's viceregent, sounded
out from Jerusalem to every part of
the Roman dominion, until it reached
the ears of the reigning emperor,
whose jealousy it excited so much
that he made decrees forbidding any-
one to proclaim it. Now I would
like to know, if Paul had taught that
Jesus was king of a dominion in the
skies, or beyond them, would the
Roman emperor have forbidden his
subjects to affirm it? On the contrary,
is it not clear that Paul preached the
establishment of a kingdom on the
Roman territory, and that it was this
alarmed Ceesar. What would Caesar,
a Pagan, have cared about the king-
ship of Jesus so long as he supposed
it was to be confined to the heavens,
and not to .interfere with his
jurisdiction ? He would have re-
garded it with as little concern as
Victoria does the preaching of the
kingdom by the dissenters, who de-
clare that the Lord’s kingdom is not
to be on this earth, but purely spiritual
and ethereal.

Paul had a special reason for
reminding the Corinthians that he
delivered to them the death, burial,
and resurrection of Christ for sins,
“among the first things.” It was
this. There were some of Hymenseus

who affirmed that “the resurrection
was past already” (2 Tim. ii. 17, 18),
and that, consequently, “there is no
resurrection of the dead” (1 Cor. xv,
12) hereafter. They had embraced
again that old clairvoyant fable of
heathenism concerning souls or “sepa-
rate spirits.” They affirmed that man
had a soul in him which was capable
of a disembodied existence, which it
actually assumed at death. This was
the current and universal opinion of
the day, which made Paunl's doctrine
of the resurrection of the mortal body
s0 absurd in the estimation of the
people.  (Titus, who was contem-
porary with Paul, in his speech to the
Roman soldiers before the aitack on
the tower of Antonia, at the siege of
Jerusalem, thus addresses them : “ For
what man of virtue is there who does
not know that those souls which are
severed from their fleshly bodies, in
battles, by the sword, are received by
the ether, that purest of elements, and
joined to that company which is
placed among the stars: that they
become gods, demons, and propitious
heroes, and show themselves as such
to their posterity afterwards?”—
Wars of the Jews, by Josephus, book
6, c. 1, sec. 5.) The holders of this
fabulous tradition argued from their
assumption to conclusions subversive
of the truth. As souls are received
by the pure ether, and joined to the
company among the stars, a resurrec-
tion of the body to inherit a kingdom
in the land of Israel, is unnecessary,
manifestly.  They denied it, there-
fore, and so rejected both the resur-
rection and the kingdom. Now, it
was to vindicate the truth concerning
these things, and to demolish their
“ philosophy and vain deceit,” their
“gcience falsely so called,” to the
conviction of every 'right-minded
reader, that he wrote the 15th chapter
of his letter to the Church at Corinth.
In the 11th verse, he reminds them
that he preached a resurrected Christ,
in whom they believed. He did not
preach a Christ who died for sins,
whose soul was received by the ether,
and joined to a company among the
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stars. The Christ he preached was
raised bodily from the dead, not from
among the living in a world of
spirits ; but the same bodily person
who was buried, and continued buried
till the third day, after which he was
seen by 512 persons, and last of all by
himself, as one born out of due time.
“ Now,” says he, this being so, *if
Christ be preached that he rose from
the dead, how say some among you
that there is no resurrection of the
dead.” Here is the reason for his
reminding them that Christ’s resurrec-
tion was preached to them ¢ among
the first things.” It was to elicit
from them self-condemnation for
obviously stultifying themselves in, at
one and the same time, admitting the
resurrection of Christ, the first-fruits,
and denying the resurrection of the
dead in him! He did not introduce
the death, burial, and resurrection of
Christ for sins as a definition of the
gospel; but as among some of the
first things of which the gospel treats.
The gospel stated in the fewest words
is, ¥ In Abraham shall all nations be
blessed” (Gal. iil. 8; Gen, xxii. 18);
but if there be no future resurrection,
there can be no blessing of the nations
in him and his seed (Dan. xii. 2;
Gal. iii. 29); for both he and they
are sleeping in the dust of the earth,
where they must for ever remain if
the dead are not raised.

Though I object to the 3rd and 4th
verses containing a definition of the
gospel, I admit that the chapter at
large contains a declaration of the
gospel preached by Paul. It is
evidently so, for he informs the
reader in the first verse, that he is
about to declare or make known the
gospel which he had preached to
them. It had become necessary to do
so; for some of them were letting
slip the things they had once be-
lieved. Now, look at the items of the
declaration, and behold the topics
treated of by the apostle when he
preached the gospel. THere they are—
the death of the Christ for sins, his
burial and resurrection; the future
resurrection of the dead by him a¢ his
coming ; his subsequént reign &Il the

end comes;  his subjugation of all
enemies during his reign, and the
destruction of death at the end of it:
the delivering up of the kingdom to
the Father then, when the mediator-
ship shall be abolished, so that God
may be all in all; the kind of body
the resurrected saints shall possess,
and their glory, to fit them for the
possession of the kingdom of God;
the transformation of the faithful
contemporary with the resurrection ;
and the church’s victory over ¢the
gates of hell,” through Jesus Christ
the Lord. These are the great gospel
truths taught in that Word which
Paul taught in Corinth for a year and
six months, and which “ many of the
Corinthians hearing, believed, and
were baptized.”—(Acts xviii. 11, 8.)
There is not a syllable here about
“separate spirits,” and sky kingdoms,
but everything tothe contrary, adduced
too, to refute them. The major part
of the Corinthians remained faithful
to the things declared, as the apostle
says in reference to them, “ wherein
ye stand;” and adds, “by which ye
are saved, of ye hold fast to a certain
word 1 preached to you, unless ye have
believed in wvain.” In the Common
Version these italics read: “if ye
keep in memory what” There are
two words in the dative case in Greek
answering to ‘““what,” namely, &iné
logo, “to a certain word '—the Word
of God, that is “the law and the
testimony” bound up and sealed
among the disciples (Isaiah viii. 186),
from which, by the reasoning of the
apostle, were brought out the things
set forth in the declaration of the
gospel of the kingdom, so interest-
ingly filed in the 15th of Corinthians.
“ 1 worship the God of my fathers,”
said he. How did he worship Him ?
“ Believing,” he adds, “all things
which are written in the law and in
the prophets ” (Acts xxiv. 14), and as
he believed, so he preached, ¢ witness-
ing both to small and great, saying
none other things than those which
Moses and the prophets did say
should come.”—(Aects xxvi. 22.) This
was that “certain word” which lhe
preached, and upon the holding fast to
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predicated.

The death, burial, and resurrection
of Christ for sins, according to" the
prophets, is only an item of the
declaration filed. The great multi-
tude of professors believe this in our
own day in a certain sense; that is,
they assent that in some way re-
mission of sins is connected and
dependent on the death of Jesus;
though of the prophetic and law-
instruction in the case they know
nothing. But while this is credited,
they ridicule the other items of Paul’s
declaration with Epicurean and Stoic
mockery. If they assent to the
resurrection of Jesus, they nullify the
resurrection of the dead at his appear-
ing, and a posteriori his, by their
animal magnetism about ¢ separate
spirits " and “spirit world,” making
it perfectly unnecessary and super-
fluous ; which is in effect denying
it—nay, numbers say boldly, that all
the. resurrection there is, is the
awakening of the soul at its final
separation from the body when the
heart ceases to beat. The item of the
declaration about the appearing again
of Jesus in the world, is one against
which they are particularly spiteful.
They crack fool-jokes at the idea of
his coming to this cursed and sin-
polluted earth again, not having wit
enough to perceive that it is this very
defilement of earthly things that
makes his return absolutely necessary,
that he may take away the sin which
curses them. The kingdom meets
with no more favour at their hands
than at the appearing of its king.
This is an ifem of the declaration
which they have nullified as completely

as the resurrection of the first-
fruits.  Paul preached one king-
dom only. He said nothing about

“ a kingdom of grace ” distinct from a
kingdom of glory. Moses, the
prophets, John the Baptizer, Jesus
and the apostles, and the whole
Israelitish nation, hoped for and
discoursed about but one kingdom,
namely, “the kingdom of God.” This,
our contemporaries say was set up on
Pentecost, and that men enter it when

know if men are not in possession
of the kingdom when they are in it ?
So the leaders of the people teach;
for they say the apostles ascended the
thrones of the Twelve Tribes of
Israel on Pentecost, when they en-
tered and possessed it! According to
this, flesh and blood can and do
inherit the kingdom of God, which is
contrary to the declaration of the
apostle, which says, “they cannot ;”
in other words, that the putting on of
incorruptibility and immortality are
indispensably necessary to the inherit-
ing of the kingdom. Then, as to the
nature and place of the kingdom, they
resolve it into principles assented to,
and locate it among the stars; while
the apostles, being in the promised
land, placed it at the coming of Christ
to reign over his enemies, not at his
going to ; and exhibit it as a proper
kingdom with the Twelve Tribes as
its subjects, the nations for its
empire, and Jesus and his brethren as
Jehovah’s kings and princes through-
out all the earth. Look at the de-
claration, item for item, and analyze
the reasoning which elicits them, and
after comparing the whole with the
pulpit gospels, then let any man of
sense and candour conscientiously
deny my position if he can, namely,
that the thing now preached for gospel,
and assented to by the people, is not
the gospel preached by the apostles at
the command of Jesus, but “ another
gospel,”  which can give no one that
trusts in it remission of sins, and a
right to eternal life in the kingdom of
Glod. If the apostle worshipped the
God of his fathers, modern * Chris-
tians " do not; for they not only do
not believe all things written in the
law and the prophets, but they are
destitute even of respect for their
authority, treating them as old, musty,
unintelligible records, which have long
since answered their end, and conse-
quently of no further account to the
generations of an age so enlightened
as the nineteenth century!—(Herald
of the Kingdom, vol. 11, No. 7, July,
1852.)
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PERSONALITY OF THE SPIRIT.

By Dr. THoMAS.

“ Without wishing you to enter further
into the question of the personality or
impersonality of the Holy Spirit, T
shall esteem it a favour of you will
inform me whether the Greek pronouns
represented in the English wversion by
the masculine personal “ he,” and rela-
tive ‘“whom,” standing for the antecedent
“ Comforter” and ** Spirit of Truth,”
m Jno. xiv. 16,17, 26; =xv. 26; xvi.
7, 13; and Acts viii. 15, 16, indicates
personality?  Is not the gender of the
Gireek nouns like that of the Latin and
other languages, arbitrary—used irres-
pective of actual sex? If so, will not
the use of a masculine pronoun in the
original aid us in ascertaining whether
its antecedent be a person, a conscious
agent, or no; but the Greek relative
answering to “whom” in some of the
passages cited, may show this 2"
APPHIA.

In reply to the beloved Apphia, we
would remark, that the pronoun “ he »
is not expressed in John xiv. 16. The
nominative to the verb mencer, ‘‘ may
abide,” is the phrase, allon parakleton,
“ another comforter.” Parakleetos, one
sent to assist another, is masculine;
8o that it is grammatically correct to
translate hina menei, “that he may
abide,” meth hymoon eis ton aiona,
“with you for the age,” that is,
during what remains of the Mosaic
age—“to the end of the age.”

But while we judge thus of the
masculinity of the verb’s nominative
from that verse, the next would seemn
to lead us to the conclusion that the
“he” ought to be *“it”—the third
person, neuter gender. It is true, the
derivated parakleetos is masculine ;
but what is to be sent as a gift ? The
answer in the 17th verse is, t0 Preuma
tees alectheias, “the Spirit of the
Truth,” “ ko, whom the world cannot
receive, because it discerneth, auto,
it not, neither knoweth, auto, it; but
ye know, aufo, it, because, menei, it
abides with you and shall be in you.”

Here the article to, the accusative
relative ko, and the personal auto, are
all neuter; hence the nominative to
menet, the same verb as menei of the
former verse, is neuter, and should be
literally, “ it dwelleth ” or abides, and
not “he,” as in the English version.
James' translators have evidently
rendered ho, auto, and menei, without
regard to etymology, but so as to
harmonise with the masculinity of
parakleetos in the verse before. They
have also disregarded the idiom of the
Greeks in ko kosmos ow theooret, which
they rendered to suit ours. They have
it, “the world it seeth
not,” though kosmos is masculine, and,
therefore, literally, ‘‘the world—he
seeth mot;” but this though good
Greek, would be bad English, because
with us “ world ” is neuter.

In the 26th verse, the diversity of
gender in the verses before us is
combined in the phrase, ho parakleetos
to Pneuma to hagion ho, * the assistant,
the Holy Spirit, which.” Here para-
kleetos is masculine, and preuma
neuter.

In the 26th verse of the 15th
chapter, both genders occur again.
Thus, “When the Instructor (%o
parakleetos) is come, whom (hon acc.
masc), I will send to you from the
Father the Spirit of Truth (t0 Preuma,
neut.) which (2o acc.neut.) proceedeth
from the Father, that (ekeinos, masc.
supply parakleetos) shall testify con-
cerning me.”

In John xvi. 7, the word is para-
kleetos, and, therefore, requires the
pronoun in the masculine; as, “If I
depart, T will send him (auton) to
you ;" but if the word used had been
Preuma, Jesus would have said, “I
will send it (auto).”-

In the 13th verse, the first ““ he ” is
ekeinos, agreeing with parakieetos, the
subject of discourse understood, and
stands as the nominative of the verbs,
“is come,” “guide,” “speak” and
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“show.” The neuter phrase, however,
is interjected as expletive of the

demonstrative ; as ¢ Hotan elthees
ekeinos, to Pneuma tees alecthias,
hodeegeesei  hymas, de.;”  literally,

“ When that there is come, the Spirif
of the Truth shall guide you, &c.”

In Acts viii. 15,16, the subject is
the prayer for the Holy Spirit. The
phrase 1s Preuma hagion, without the
article to preplaced. Peter and John
prayed that the baptized Samaritans
“might receive the Holy Spirit.” The
English version then reads, “For as
yet he was fallen upon none of them.”
This is not correct. The original is,
oupoo gar een ep oudeni autoon epipep-
tookos. This word epipeptookos is the
perfect participle neuter, to agree with
Pneuma, which is the nominative to
the verb een. Hence the rendering
should be, “For as yet it was fallen
upon none of them.”

The evidence before us, as far as the
import of words and phrases is con-
cerned, seems to indicate the neuter
personality of the Spirit, the masculine

words having relation to something
else that is affirmed of it, and being
masculine from the custom of the
language. Though the word Pneuma
be peuter, the gender of the Spirit
might be masculine or feminine.
Psuchee, soul, is feminine; but a
man’s soul is not, therefore, a female.
The Spirit is a procedure from the
Father; an emanation sent forth
wheresoever He pleaseth, It is that
by which He establishes a relationship
or connection between Himself and
everything animate and inanimate in
the Universe. It is His power, neither
masculine nor feminine, but grammati-
cally neuter, and inseparable from
Himself ; for ¢ He is Spirit,” and by
His Spirit everything exists. There is
no personality of the Spirit distinct
from the personality of the TFather.
The Father, He, conceives, wills,
commands; the Spirit, ¢, executes, &c.
The Father sends it, bestows it, directs
it, so that what it does is done of
God.—(Herald of the Kingdom, vol. 2,
No. 2, February, 1852.)

HAS SSILOH OOME?

By Dr. THoMAS.

THE passage in Jacob’s prophecy I
translate thus: ‘ Thou, Judah, thy
brethren shall praise thee; thy hand
(shall be) upon the neck of thine
enemies; before thee the sons of thy
father shall prostrate themselves.”
“Judah, a lion’s whelp, from the
prey, my son, thou hast arisen; he
kneeled; he laid down like a strong
lion, and like a fierce lioness; who
shall arouse him?”

“The sceptre shall not depart from
Judabh, nor a legislator from between
his feet, for that Shiloh shall come;
and to him (shall be) the obedience
of peoples.”

“Binding his ass to a wild vine,
and his ass’s colt to a choice vine, he
washed his raiment in wine, and his
clothing in the blood of clusters of
grapes ; more flashing (his) eyes than
wine, and whiter (his) fangs than

milk.” —(Gen. xlix. 8-12.)

The above is a prophecy concerning
the Lion of thetribe of Judah, which
has given the commentators a world of
trouble. A work before me says,
“The interpretations of this most
difficult verse are so numerous, and
the arguments by which they are
supported so voluminous, that even in
this supplementary note we can only
give the sense in which we ourselves
(Messrs. DeSola, Lindenthal and
Raphall) understand the text, and
which is strictly in accordance with
the oldest version of the Pentateuch,
and one of the oldest commentaries on
the Scriptures: Ankelos and the tonic
accents.”

In their translation of Genesis,
De Sola & Co. render the verse thus:
“The staff shall not depart from
Yehudah, nor the lawgiver from
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between his feet, until he cometh to
Shiloh, and his be the obedience of
nations.” 1In this they make Shiloh
a place; and affirm that the staff
should not depart until Judah came to
it ; and then, of course, the inference
is, that it should depart. Well, in the
days of Joshua, “the whole congre-
gation of the children of [srael
assembled together at Shiloh, and set
up the tabernacle of the congregation
there. And the land was subdued
before them.’—(Josh. xviii. 1.) But
instead of the sceptre departing from
Judah when the tribe arrived there,
Judah had never hitherto possessed it ;
for Moses, who was “king in Jesh-
urun,” was of the tribe of Levi; and
Joshua, who succeeded him, was of
the tribe of Ephraim ; and while the
tabernacle was still at Shilok, though
the ark was not, Samuel anointed Saul
of the tribe of Benjamrin to be king
over all Israel. The ark never re-
turned to Shkilok, and the tabernacle
there was destroyed. ‘8o God for-
sook the tabernacle of Shilok,” and
did not choose Judah for the staff-
bearing ruler over Israel until the
departure from Shiloh; and David
became king over all Israel two years
after the death of Saul.

But “until he cometh to Shiloh,” is
not the translation of “ad ki yahvo
Shiloh.” There is ne word in the
text answering to the particle “o,”
and furthermore, the verb “ yahvo " is
not the present tense, “%e cometh,”
but is the futare, “ shall come ;" nor is
Yehudah the nominative to the verb ;
it is Shiloh which they put in the
dative or in the accusative, governed
by a preposition which is not in the
text. These are liberties which gram-
matical honesty will not tolerate.

But in relation to “until” as the
rendering of “ad” or “ad ki,” they
are not satisfied ; for in their supple-
mentary note they say, “ Much confu-
sion has been introduced into the
translation of this important verse by
considering ‘ad’ as a particle, and
rendering it combined with ¢ ki,
until.” Yet this they have done
themselves, “It cannot,” they say,
“be joined to ‘ad’ without violating

the Mazora and punctuation.” Bui
this is of mo consequence. They are
no part of the original text. Jacob
and Moses knew nothing about the
Magsorites and their inventions; and
we mneed not trouble ourselves with
them in interpreting their prophecies.
Their authority, Ankelos, disconnects
“ad” from ‘%2, and renders “ad,”
by the Chaldee, “ad-almah,” which
they call for ever; “a rendering of
which,” say they, “we approve, as it
appears to us much to simplify the
meanirig of the text. We would,
therefore, propose to render it after
Rabbi Manasseh Ben Israel: ¢ The
staff shall not depart from Judah
forever.””

This, however, is not translatiom,
but substitution. We prefer to take
the text as it is, and without regard to
the Masora, translate it word for word
as we have presented it; namely, “ ad
ki)' “for that,” which is equivalent to
because. The passage is easy enough,
and teaches that the reason why the
staff or sceptre shall not depart from
Judah, is “ because Shiloh shall come.”
It is a text similar to Jer. xxxiii. 17:
“ David shall never want a man to sit
upon the throne of the house of
Israel.” This is thought to be very
difficult of interpretation. Jeremiah
is speaking of what shall be in the
latter days and forward; and so was
Jacob. When Judah shall act the
lion, Shiloh will be with them; and
thenceforth the sceptre shall not
depart ; and thenceforth David shall
never want a man to sit on Israel’s
throne.

On the word Shiloh, De Sola & Co.
say, “ This word is understood by no
one, though there is not any expression

. throughout the Scriptures respecting

which so much has been written, and
which has served as the foundation
for theological systems like this much-
disputed word. The three opinions
that enjoy the most favour are: the
oldest, advanced by the Medrash,
adopted by Ankelos, Jonathan, and the
Jerusalem Targum, and adduced by
Rashi, that Shiloh is the Anointed
King, Messiah. The second, advanced
by Rashbarn, and adapted by Mendel-
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#90hn and most modern Jewish author-
ities, considers Shiloh as the name of
a city near Shechem, in the tribe of
Ephraim, where the division of the
monarchy took place under Rehoboam
and Jeroboam. They, therefore, ren-
der it, “until he (Judah)-cometh to
Shilok.” The third considers Shilok
as signifying quietness, peace. They,
therefore, render it “ until peace,” or
“the bringer of peace cometh,” and
apply it to Solomon. We ourselves
are strongly biassed in favour of the
first opinion, supported as it is by the
anthority of Ezekiel xxi., xxxii., or
xxvii.,, in probable allusion to the
presenttext;since it is only by coupling
this prediction of Jacob with those
pronounced by subsequent prophets of
the Lord, that we can understand the
assurance the patriarch gives Judah,
that though his supremacy may for a
time be suspended, yet 1t shall not
depart forever, but at some future
period be restored to him.”

The clerical interpretation of the
1lext is, that the sceptre of royalty and
the legislative power was to continue
with the Jews until Shiloh was born;
and that at his birth, they were to
depart. They point the Jews to Jesus
as a fulfiliment of the prediction as
the Shiloh; and affirm that the cir-
cumstances of his appearing answered
the demands of the prophecy. But
this cannot be admitted, for the
following reasons :—

1.—Jacob’s prophecy belongs to the
“ uttermost part of the days,” termed
in Daniel, * the Time of the End,” or,
“the Latter Days;” not to “the last
days” or end of the Mosaic Aion.

2.—The sceptre had departed from
Judah in the days of Nebuchadnezzar,
who wrested it out of the hand of
David’s house, when he dethroned
Zedekiah about 590 years before the
birth of Jesus; and it has not been
restored to Judah since.

3.—There was no law-giver de-
scended from Judah, son of Jacob, in
power, at the birth of Jesus. The
givers and makers of law were net
Jews, but Gentiles; Herod, Archelaus

and the Romans being rulers of the
nation.

4,—The symbols of royalty were
1ot to be restored to Judah, “until he
shall come whose right it is ” to reign
over all Israel; the right belongs to
Jesus, who is the Shilok; but when he
appeared, he did not reign, positively
refusing to accept authority, because
his kingdom did not belong to that
world; but to another, when Judah,
“the fierce lioness,” shall go through
the nations as through a flock of
sheep (Mic. v. 8), as Jacob’s prophecy
intimates.

5.—Jacob’s prophecy contemplates
Judah in power and victory over
enemies’; whereas, when Jesus was
born, Judah was subject and power-
less under the Little Horn of the
Goat, and will so continue until Skilok
shall return.

For these reasons we reject the
clerical theory, and look to the glorious
appearing of the Firstborn to verify
Jacob's prediction ; for if Shiloh does
not come hereafter, the sceptre has
finally departed, and the law-giver is
no more for Judah. The interval
from Nebuchadnezzar to Gog is not a
final departure of sovereignty, but
only an interregnum to be succeeded by
a renewal of the authority of David's
house over Judah and all the other
tribes. We are in “the third day " of
the interregnum (Hos. vi. 2), or 2,453
since the fall of David’s throne; for
“a day with Jehovah is a thousand
years; and athousand years as one day.”

“ Shiloh is understood by no one,”
says De Sola. Very strange indeed!
Whatever its etymology, anyone not
judicially blinded by unbelief, may
see from the text itself that it relates
to a person, a conqueror and a ruler,
not to a place. * Shiloh shall come,
and to him the obedience of peoples.”
“To him” is the key to * Shiloh.”
Shiloh is a man; and as the people
are to obey him, he must be a ruler ;
and as peoples ouly obey these who
compel them, he must be a conqueror
before he can rule them.—(Herald of
the Kingdom, vol. 8, No. 5, May, 1858.)
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THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE TREASURES OF THE SPIRIT.

By F. R. SHUTTLEWORTH.

Rererence Tasrer No. 76.
PROVIDENCE.

Provinence and providential are words
applied most commonly to any blessing,
help, deliverance, achievement, or salva-
tion in the experience of men which
partakes of a semi-miraculons character,
or which cannot be easily accounted for
upon purely natural or commercial
principles.

Providence in a scriptural sense ewm-
braces first, that general and impartial
provision which God has wade for the
well-being of all His creatures, both man
and beast; including also that preserving
care by which alil live and move and have
their being in Him ; and still further, that
ever-watchful and beneficeni supervision
which humbers the hairs of the head,
hears the call of the raven, and takes
notice of the death of a sparrow,—(Psalm
cxlvii. 9, civ. 10-30; Ps. cvii.; cxvi. 15;
cxlv. 156-16).

Scriptural providence embraces second-
ly. that more particunlar and paternal
attention which God extends to those who
seek His face, and with which He com-
passeth their whole life with all tbat it
contains of bitter and sweet.—(Rom. x.
12; Jobii 10; Psalm xxxii. 10; cxxxix.
3).
The objects of such Divine providences
are, First, that men may be led to see the
truth; Second, that their hearts may be
prepared for the seed of the kingdom;
Third, for the trial of their faith ; Fourth,
for the weaning of their affections frowm
the world ; Fifth, for the exercise of their
senses towards God and the irvyisible
things of promise; Sixth, for the proving
of prayer; Seventh, for the evidencing of
Divine interference; Eighth, for the
establishment of entire confidence in all
the Divine dispensations; Ninth, for the
assurance of heavenly guidance and
direction ; Tenth, that the saints may
be abundantly confirmed, edified, strength-
ened, comforted and perfected in everv
good word and work.—(Heb. xii. 5-11;
xiii 21-22).

‘The providence of Scripture history
and testimony, consists in the ministrations
of angels on behalf of those who become
(by the faith and obedience of the gospel)

heirs of salvation.—(Heb, i, 14; Psalm
xxxiv. 7; 2 Chron. xviii, 18-22).

Faith and prayer are the handmaids of
providence, watching daily at the posts of
her doors.

The good providences of God are the
sequel to the ‘**prayer of faith:” ftaith
leads to prayer. and prayer leads to provi-
dence. A man cannot properly believe in
one without the other.—(Rom. viii. 32.)

The doctrine of providence teaches that
God is the disposer of all things; that He
is remotely the author of all ouar circum-
stances; that He makes one rich and
another poor; He gives and withholds
according to the sovereign pleasure of His
will —(1 Sam, ii. 7).

Scriptural providence teaches us that
God can turn men’s curses into blessings,
make the wrath of men to praise Him,
turn enemies into friends, effectnally
frostrate the evil machinations of wicked
men, and indeed cause all things to work
together for good to them who please Him.
(Psafm xxxvii. 28; cxlvii. 11; Prov. x,
22; Neh. xiii. 2).

The holy men of old, who through faith
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword. were made
strong out of weukness, waxed valiant in
fight, turned to flight the armies of the
alien: these men were all pre-eminently
believers in the providence of God: indeed
this fact is the key to their success.—(Heb.
ii.; 2 Chron, xxxiv. 27-28; xx. 3-18),

1Y all the things which came in old time
by prayer and providence were to be taken
out of the Scriptures, the Bible would be
greatly reduced in size, and much more s0
in value, and indeed so muach more so as
to make it questionable that we could at
all be made wise unto salvation.

The backbone and marrow of a success-
ful career in the trath, is the unclouded
recognition of the providence of God, and
an humble and depending, but hopeful
resignation to His will, in all the circum-
stances of life.

Jesus teaches that whatsoever men
forsake for issake and the gospel’s, that
same shall they have and more abundant-
ly, even in this life: this is only ancther
way of commending believers to the
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providence of God.—(Mark x. 29 30).
To ask for daily bread is prayer; to
eceive it is the answer of providence.
When Panl asked, saying, ¢ what hast
thou that thou didst not reccive?’’ he

therein taught the providence of God —(1 .

Cor iv. 7).

To traly believe in the providenee of
God is rightly to realise our sonship, and
to open our door to the bountiful or chas-
tising visitations of the Father of lights,
from whom cometh every good and perfect

ift,

8 Providence says “I will never leave
thee nor forsake thee;” faith replies
“The Lord is my helper, 1 will not fear
what man shall do unto me.’—(Deut.
xxxi. 6-8; Heb. xiii 6).

Providence says ¢ No good thing will
the Lord withhold from them that walk
uprightly ”  Faith says “1 will trust in
the Lord at all times.” —{Ps. Ixxxiv 11).

Providence says ¢ Call upon me in the
day of trouble, and I will deliver thee.”
Faith says *“I will praise Thee for ever,
because thou hast done it.”—(Psa. 1. 15;
lii. 9; liv. 7).

The history of Israel is a marvellous
record of providences, written for our
example and encouragement, that we
may have faith in God, and be helped to
a solemn regard for the providential
operations ot His hands.—(Psalin Ixxxix.;
Ixxxviii. 12-20; cv.; cxi.; cxxxvi).

¢ Lead ws not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.” is the prayer of an
earnest keliever in Divine providence.

Some trust in chariots, and some in
horses, and some in riches, and some in
might, and some trust in men, and some
trust in their own understanding and
natural ability; but such as wisely discern
the providence ot God, will * trust in the
Lord with all their heart’—(rs. xx. 7).

The following Scriptures clearly enun-
ciate the providential dispensations of the
Almighty towards those who love His
name. They are worth finding and read-
ing: Ps v.11.12; ix.9-10; x 17-18; xvii.
7-9; xviii, 25-26; xxiii. 4; xxzxi, 7-8;
23-24; xxxiv 6-10; xxxvii. 4-5; ciii. 1-14).

We sow seed and reap, but God gives
the increase ; we work and eat, but God
gives the strength to do the work, and
food to all flesh  We buy and sell and
get gain, but the good thereof is of the
Lord. When we prosper, it is becaunse
He wills it; when our way is rough and
hedged about, it is a dispensation from
His hands; when our enemies plague us
or triumph over us, it is by His permission:

the hearts of all men are in His hands: He
car soften or harden, strengthen or en-
feeble, kill or make alive, none can
withstand the providences of His Divine
operations.—(Deut. xxxii. 39; Rom. ix,
15-23),

Rererence TaBrer No. 77.
FIRST PRINCIPLES.

The first principles of the law, are the
two commandments. viz., Thou shalt love
the {,ord thy God with all thy heart, soul,
mind and strength, and thy neighbour as
thyself.—(Mark xii. 30-1).

The first principles of wisdom, are to
fear the Lord, and depart from evil.—
(Prov. 1. 7; iit. 7).

The first principles of the * fear of the
Lord ” are to hate evil, pride, arrogancy,
and frowardness. —(Prov viii, 13; xvi. 6).

‘The first principles of righteousness, are
justice, obedience, mercy and humility,—
(Micah vi. 8; 1 Sam. xv. 22).

The first principles of charity, are long-
suffering, kindness, humility, disinterested-
ness, pure-mindedness, holiness, truth,
faith and hope.— (1 Cor. xiii.)

The elementary principles of religion
are, First, that vo sinner can redeem his
brother (Psalm xlix 7, 9); Second, that
sin cannot be covered or remitted withiont
shedding of blood (Heb. ix. 22); Third,
the blood of animals cannot take away
sin (Heb, x. 4); Fourth, sin must be
condemned in sinful flesh innocent of
transgressiou (Rom. viii. 3); Fifth, sin
must be covered by a garment derived
from the purification sacrifice, made living
by resurrection (1 Johnii. 2; 1 Cor. xv.
17); Sixth, to be naked is to be in an
unpardoned state.—{ Rev. xvi. 15).

The proxinate principles of religion, or
the “first principles of the doctrine of
Christ,” are repentance from dead works,
faith toward God. the doctrine of baptisms,
laying-on of hands, vesurrection of the
dead, and eternal judgmeat.—(Heb, vi.
1-2).

The fir-t principles of resurrection, are
re-formation from the ground, restoration
of identity. re-animation, and the standing
again of the just and anjust.

The first principles of sin, are the trans-
gression of the law, and the inheritance
of mortality : constituting, First, a defile-
ment of the conscience, and Second, a
defilement of the flesh,

The first principles of salvation embrace,
to begin with, the cleansing of the under-
standing, sentiment and affections, and
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afterwards the perfecting of the body by
spiritunlising at the resurrection.—(Acts
ii. 38; Phil. iii 21).

The first principles of repentance, are
the thinking contrary to the flesh, and in
harmony with the word of God, accom-
panied with an Abrahamic disposition, as
the consequence of believing it.—(Romans
viii. 5; Heb xi. 17-18).

The beggarly, weak and shadowy ele-
ments of the law. consist in the observance
of days, years, months and times; “meats
and drinks,” ablutions, sacrifices, oblations,
ordinances of Divine service, holy places,
veils, altars, censers, cherubims, mercy
seats. holy days, sabbaths, &c.—(Heb. ix.
1-10 ; Col ii. I6-17; Gal iv. 3-9).

The first principles of faith, embrace
the belief of what God has done, what He
promises to do, and what He teaches in
His word as the fou~dation of a . godlike
disposition.—(2 Pet. i. 3-4; Titusii. 11-14)

The first principles of obedience, are
faith, law and conformity —(Acts viii, 12;
1 John iii. 3}.

The first principles of morality, are the
taking care of the widows and orphans,
and the sick. poor and feeble of Christ’s
flock, and the keeping one’s self unspotted
from the world.—(James i. 27; Micah
vi. B).

The first principles of theology are, that
God is: that He is one: that He has
spoken: and that He is the rewarder of
all who diligently seek Him.—(Heb. xi. 6;
1 Cor. viii. 6; Psalm L 1).

The first principles concerning flesh and
blood, are that left to itself, it is ‘‘earthy,
sensual and devilish ” —(Jamesiii. 15).

The radimentary principles of human
nature, are that it is organised dust sub-
stance, made in the image of God (Elohim),
and vitalised by the breath of life. [is
more proximate principles are that it is
sinful and mortal.

‘the first principles of judgment, are
that both just and unjust of the living and
dend, will be summoned to appear before
the tribunal of Christ, in earthy bodies,
that everyone giving account of himself,
may receive in body according to his warks,
cternal life and an inheritance in the king-
dom of God; or shame and banishment

from the presence of the Lord, accompan-
ied with stripes, ending in everlasting
destruction, which is the second death,

The first principles concerning blood, are
that it is the life of all flesh, and that by
the will, as also in the wisdom of God, it
is indispensable to the remission of sin
under both covenants; and that also it
has power (being shed) to give effect to
such covenants, according to the qualifying
virtue inhering in the covenant sacrifice.

The first principles of the old and new
covenants, are that they represent the.
kingdom of God (constituted of the twelve
tribes of Israel.) under, First, a mortal,
flesh and blood administration of Divinely
appointed kinge and priests; and Second,
as yet to be re-constituted under the
supervision of a royal priesthood of an
immortal order, consisting of Je:us and
his approved brethren.

The first principles concerning immor-
tality, are that it is brought to light by
the gospel; that it is a state future to the
resurrection, in which the subjects thereof
will be bodily exempt from sin, suffering
and death; that its attainment is preceded
by faith, obedience andjudgment-approval;
that it is the gift of God to the faithful in
Christ; that it is to be conferred by the
Lord Jesus at his appearing; that it will
be inwrought by the instantaneous opera-
tion of Holy Spirit; that it will be inaugu-
rated by a change, in which earthy flesh
and blood will be transmuted into incor-
ruptible angel nature; and that it will
be consummated in the experience of
strength, glory. beauty and divine perfec-
tion unspeakable, and full of praise.

The first principles of the truth, are that
it is wholly and exclusively a matter of
Divine revelation ; that it consists in the
purpose of God, as defined historically,
doctrinally and prophetically in the Old
and New Testaments ; that it is not an nnit
but an unity; not one idea but a manifoid
wisdowm, centering in Christ, and compre-
hensively consisting in the fuifilment of
that promised good, by which all things
will be subjected to the Son, and finatly be
resoived into the eternal harmony of
*God all and in all.”’
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¢“Exhort one another daily.”’—PAvL.

WE do well to obey the apostolic com-
mand, to forsake not the assembling of
ourselves together as the manner of some
is; and to exhort one another daily. We
may not have many more opportunities.
Already the New Year has given us two
additional and striking signs of the
approach of him for whom we wait. The
restoration of the Spanish monarchy, for
which all prophetic watchers have for some
time been looking, has replaced one of the
ten horns of the Roman Beast in latter-
day position.  The decision of the Jewish
Board of Deputies, to comply with the
request of Sir Moses Montefiore to prose-
cute the scheme for the development and
settlement of the Holy Land, is another
cheering step towards the development of
that situation which introduces the Lord
to the great work he has to do at his
coming.

We may well, therefore, lay special
emphasis on the concluding words of the
exhortation referred to, viz., *So much
the more as ye see the day approaching.”
They act unwisely who suffer anything
to come between them and this incumbent
and profitable duty of assembling around
the table, and sharing in the reviving
influence of seriptural exhortation. And
unwise will it also be to abate one jot of
the force of that exhortation for any
reason. The word bas been trimmed, and
softened, and weakened, during a long
course of corrupt ages. Men-pleasing has
been the great hane of gospel work. It is
written : “ The fear of man bringeth a
snare,’ and in no matter is this more
apparent than in the treatment of God’s
word. We see it illustrated in the systems
of religion around us. The truth is
suppressed and duty hidden behind a veil,

for fear of the consequence of preaching
things unpalatable to rich and pampered
congregations.

There has always been a demand for
smooth things since the days of Baal, and
it is needless to say there has always been
a large supply. The messengers of God
have never been dealers in this kind of
merchandize. The true prophets declared
what God required of Israel, whether they
heard or shut their ears. They had hard
times in consequence, but they were not
deterred. Most of them perished by
sawing asunder or otherwise; but they
will stand shortly in a glorious resurrec-
tion none the worse for their unpleasant
usage, Christ testified of the world, that
its works were evil, and in consequence, he
was hated and destroyed ; but who shall
tell his glory when he reigns over all the
earth, King of kings and Lord of lords,
surrounded, supported, admired, glorified
by the righteous throng, whom he shall
have led to glory through the same fiery
trial of faith in an evil world? Paul also
had to say that his ministration of the
word was incompatible with the pleasing
of men. He says, “If I yet. please men,
I should not be the servant of Christ;”
and again, “ Not as pleasing men but God,
who trieth our hearts.”” Paul had to pay
the price of this course in considerable
unpopularity before he died—unpopularity,
be it remembered, among professed fellow-
believers, all of whom in the lesser Asia
at one time, he says, were turned away
from him.—(2 Tim. i. 15.) Bat who
will say that Paul will regret his course
in that day now at the door, when the
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall acknow-
ledge his faithfulness, and award to him
that crown of life which tke fearful, and
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the faltering, and the unbelieving will

apply for in vain.

We musi take our example from the
good and mnot from the evil. We must,
therefore, preach the word, be instant in
season and out of season, reprove, rebuke,
exhort, with all long suffering and doc-
trine.,  We must affirm constantly, that
they which believe in God be careful to
maintuin good works. The adoption of
this plan will be sure to call forth the
disfavour of some who will talk about the
standard being too high and the call to
duty too incessant; but against all such
murmu-ings a wise man will set his face
as a flint. The exhortation is the
apostle’s, the standard is Christ’s, and to
tamper with either is a crime. Yes, but
say some, “ We can read it in the Bible
for ourselves ; we don’t want to be told
about it? ” What does that mean, but
that the commandments are distasteful,
and ought not to be spoken of by one to
another? An enlightened heart, rejoicing
as David did in the statutes and command-
ments as found in the word, rejoices in
them as re-echoed from the lips of a
brother. And inversely we may argue
that those who object to them in oral
exhortation, do mnot delight in or obey
them as found written. But whether they
are liked or the opposite, it is at our peril,
as brethren, if we pare a single shred from
them, or abate for a moment the voice of
warning to conciliate whomsocever. Let
us obey God rather than man, and His
commandment is, to affirm these things
constantly, and to exhort one another
daily. lest any be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin.

The commandment we have to do with
in particular this morning is the one
delivered by the Lord at the Passover
which he partook with his disciples before
he suffered : “ Remember me,”” What we
do this morning in the breaking of the
bread and the drinking of the cup, is “ in
remembranee ” of him. The command-
ment is binding and profitable to all true

disciples. Absence from the table is one
of the first signs of spiritual decay. No
brother or sister having a true perception
of all that is involved in the act, would
suffer any controllable circumstance te
come between them and this offering of
love ; or fail to find in it the sweet and
refreshing exercise of their fealty to
Christ. and their communion with him.
Where men are remiss in their attendance
or weak in their relish, there is a worm at
the root of their faith, and they have
special need of the exhortation to “be
watchful and strengthen the things that
remain that are ready to die.”

The particular aspect in which Christ is
presented on .this occasion is the one
expressed in the words,  Christ our
Passover.” It is Christ in the days of his
flesh that is brought before us. This is
the Christ continually brought before us
in the psalms we read from morning to
morning. The psalm read this morning
looks at first sight as if it did not apply
to him. The speaker in it says, ‘“ Mine
iniquities are gone over mine head; as an
heavy burden, they are too heavy for me.
. . . I will declare mine iniquity.
I will be sorry for my sin.” At first
sight, it seems impossible that the Messiah
should utter such language; but the
difficulty vanishes when we remember that
“the Lord laid on him the iniquites of us
all.” Having our iniquities laid on him,
he owned them as his own. He groaned
under them as a burden too heavy to bear.
He carried them into his grave and left
them there, when God, in His great
favour, raised him the third day. While
he bore the burden of sins, the Spirit in
David makes the Messiah speak of them
as his own. Wgc have a faint analogy to
tkis in Daniel, who at the close of the
seventy-years’ captivity in Babylon, set
his face unto the Lord God, to seek by
prayer and supplications, with fasting and
sackeloth and ashes.” In his prayer, he
takes the iniguities of Israel on his
shoulders so to speak. He says: “ We
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have sinned and have committed iniquity,
and have done wickedly, and have rebelled,
even by departing from Thy precepts and
Thy judgments. Neither have e
hearkened to Thy servants the prophets,”
&c. Now Daniel was not guilty of this
sin and rebellion. It is expressly declared
of him that he was a man greatly beloved.
Bug standing as Israel’s intercessor at the
close of their appointed affliction in
Babylon, he takes upon himself the sin
for which they had suffered. So though
Christ ““did no sin, neither was guile
found in his mouth,” yet as the bearer of
the sins of the world, he is made to speak
and mourn as if the iniquities were really
his own. This explains what is otherwise
inexplicable, viz, that the confessor of
sins * more than the hairs of his head,” is
nevertheless able to declare his righteous-
ness, saying, *‘Keep not silence, O Lord,
be not far from me. Stir up Thyself and
awake to my judgment. . .

Let them shout for joy and be glad that
favour my righteous cause.” The Mother
of Harlots, wrongfully imagining she
preaches a more honourable Christ, gives
us an immaculate Christ who was
unaffected by our sins, and untouched with
the feeling of our infirmity. Renuncia-
tionism practically does the same, in
asking us to believe in a Christ * free”’
from the effects. We must beware of all
plausible rehearsals of good words and
fair speeches. The Christ of such speeches
is not the Christ of the gospel. The
Christ of God was a sin-laden Christ,
bearing away the sin of the world. Under
the load, ‘“he was a man of sorrow and
acquainted with grief,’”’ as the psalms
abundantly illustrate and the New Testa-
ment declares, e ¢., * With strong crying
and tears, in the days of his flesh, he made
supplication to Him that was able to save
him from death, and was heard in that he
fearcd.”—(Heb. v. 7.) In this Christ,
crucified and risen, we are crucified and
risen, and rejoice in hope of the glory of
that God who is both just and the Justifier

1

of him that believeth in Jesus.

Yet our final liberty depends upon our
present conformity to his death, in 2 moral
sense. We thus veckon, says Paul, that if
one died for all, chen were all dead (not
dead before he died, as the Scripture
wresters have it, but dead when he died),
that they who live, after sharing that
death in being baptised into it (Rom. v1. 3),
might not live unto themselves, but unto
him that died for them and rose again.
This is plain enough without explanation.
We are to reckon ourselves dead to our
past natural selves, but alive to God
(Rom. vi. 11), in the doing of those
things that please him. In this we shall
be un'ike the world around, which lieth in
wickedness. The canse of their wicked-
ness is traced to its root in these words:
“The transgression of the wicked saith
within my beart that there is no fear of
God before their eyes.”  This is the
coxclusion produced in the speaker’s heart,
by a contemplation of the transgression of
the wicked. And a right conclusion it
will be felt to be by every one pondering
the same matter. The fear of God
corrects and regulates a man’s actions
when every other influence fails. Every
other consideration at last loses foree.
The fear of man may operate; but there
come circnmstances when there is no man
to fear, and when self-interest overrides-
all. The love of honesty may prevail for
a time; but in the wear and tear of human
life, this is liable to be overborne by the
many stronger influences to which every
man is exposed in a wicked world. There
is a great deal of fine talk about moral
philosophy and the fine qualities of human
nature, under various high-sounding titles;
but it is found false in experience. The
Bible alone is found true, which declares
that there is no good thing in the flesh.
Man is not made of the sort of stuff that
yields excellence by spontaneous growth,
or holds to excellence by inherent effort.
His mind by nature is a blank, and all
goodness has to be put in, and when put in,
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it has to be maintained in harmony with
the constitution of his mind. Its hopes,
and fears and loves have all to be engaged.
The talkof virtue being its own reward, is an
altogetherinadequate philosophy. The word
of Godonly is true. Get the fear of God into
our hearts, and our whole being is thereby
constrained in the direction of right. The
hope of well-being, the fear of evil, the
love of excellence, all come into play in
connection with the promises and the
threatenings. The difficulty is to get this
fear implanted, because men habitually
stand away from the only agency that can
implant it, The word is the ageney.
Here we learn all that God is; all that He
has done ; all that He requires; all tkat

He intends. A man cannot learn this by
instinet. Tt must be founded on his
intelligence. A fear of God apart from

knowledge is mere superstition, and super-
stition is short-lived and unreliable.
Constant familiarity with the holy oracles
is the only thing that will implant that
precious item of mental furnishing ex-
pressed by the scriptural phrase, ¢ The
fear of God.” Acquired in this way, the
fear of God will be a robust, reasonable,
dignified, enduring, and always-available
sentiment. Cultivated apart from this, it
is apt to become irrational and hysteric,
as among the sects, and slobbery and child-
ish as in the extreme forms of Plymouth
brotherism.

The fear of God, that will warm and
purify the inner man, as the result of
giving heed to the testimony, is founded on
the recognition of the fact, that the
presence of God, by the Spirit, pervades
the universe; that He is not far from
every one of us; that all things are naked
and open to Him; that He discerns even
the secret thoughts and intents of the

heart. This fact is unintelligible only to
the lowest forms of intelligence. A child
thinks God cannot see it through the wall
of the house; and there are many grown
children. The telegraph has made us
familiar with a fact hidden for ages from
human ken, viz., the possibility of the
instantaneous transmission of an invisible
energy over immense lengths of metal in
a moment of time. This helps the mind
to realise that there are other laws and
possibilities not yet discovered, and that
never will be discovered by mortal man.
There are other modes of communication
than through & wire. The whole ocean of
spirit in which the universe subsists is a
vital medium, by which everything is
known to Him who dwells in heaven, and
from whom it comes. ¢ The eyes of the
Lord are in every place, beholding the
evil and the good.”  This helps us to fear
God, especially when we know by His
word that He is mnot an inattentive
observer, but will cause every man to find
according to his way. It helps us to
realise that His ear is open to our cry, and
that He knoweth what things we have
need of before we ask Him. Hence faith
is fed, even now; and when we extend our
vision to the hope laid up for us in heaven
with Christ, and to be brought unto us at
his revelation —the hope of entire deliver-
ance from the evil to which we are now
subjected, and of an introduction to the
glorious liberty of an actual fellowship, by
spirit-nature, with the eternal Father —the
fear of God becomes a great power by
which we are cleansed and up-borne
continually. Well may it be said, “ The
fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and the
knowledge of the holy, that is under-
standing.”
Ep1roz.
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THE BIBLE TRUE;

OR,

ARGUMENTS, ARTICLES, PAPERS, EXTRACTS AND MISCELLANEOQOUS MATTER, FROM
VARIOUS SOURCES TO PROVE THAT

THE SCRIPTURES ARE THE AUTHENTIC AND GENUINE RECORDS OF
DIVINE REVELATION,

AND THE ONLY SOURCE AT PRESENT AVAILABLE TO MAN OF TRUE KNOWLEDGE CONCERN-
ING A FUTURE LIFE, AND THE WAY BY WHICH IT IS TO BE SECURED.

“ Concerning Thy testimonies, I hawe known of old that Thou hast founded them for ever. Thy word is

true from the beginning.”—(Psalm cxix. 152, 160.)

 Come hither, and hear the word of the Lord your God.”—(Jos. iii. 9.)
 He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully : what is the chaf (dreams) to the wheat $ "—

(Jer. xxiii. 28,)

“ When ye received the word of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as

it is in truth, the word of God.”—(1 Thess. ii. 18).

“ The prophecy came not in old time by the will of man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved

by the Holy Spirit.”—(2 Peter i. 21.)

“ God, who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in times unto the fathers by the prophets, hath
in these last days spoken to us by His Son."—(Heb. i. 1),

% The sword of the Spirit is the word of God.”—(Eph. vi. 17).

“ ALl Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,

Jfor instruction in righteousness.”—(2 Tim. iii. 16).

“ Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed.”—(Prov. xiii. 18).

¢ Their root shall be as rott and their bl

shall go up as dust, because they have cast away the

law of the Lord of Hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.”—ilsaiah v. 24).

Tuag Jewish Chronicle of Jan. 8th, makes
the following excellent remarks in connec-
tion with the Montefiore scheme for the
agricaltural development of Palestine:
“It is true that we have long ceased to
dwell in it in any considerable numbers.
Qur independence as & people exists no
longer. We have, like other races, cast our
lot with the nations whither our sires were
long ago scattered, and to which in effect
we belong. And yet, unlike other races
exiled from their original territory, we
have preserved a distinctive embodiment.
We have not become absorbed with other
races. We present to the world and to
bistory the singular and unprecedented
spectacle of a people fulfilling patriotically
every duty of citizenship in the land of our
birth, fused with our countrymen in every
service and duty of the State, and yet
preserving a certain idiosyncrasy so prononn-
ced, that if the banner of the millennium
were raised, and the trumpet of Messianic
redemption sounded, our people, be they

Britons, Frenchmen, Germans, A mericans,
Persians, Tunisians or Chinese, would gather
together to resume the nationality which
one day will surely be restored.

What other race in the world presents
this remarkable ethnological and physio-
logical characteristic—a  characteristic
which is quite an anomaly and almost a
paradox? . . Firmly believing as
we Jews do in the unassaiiable truth of the
Scriptures, we do not need the evidence
of unearthed monuments, or of disinterred
inscriptions to attest a truth which stands
high on a rock beyond the reach of human
evidence, and fenced by faith in an
immortal revelation. We need no stone,
no brass, no structure, to prove a truth of
which the existence of ourselves, the Jews,
is an unfailing living testimony. We are
the witnesses of the past—the living,
breathing, animated, visible witnesses, even
though the dead witnesses be deeply buried
beneath the surface soil of modern cities
and untilled fields,””
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ALLEGED ERROR IN MATTHEW’S
GENEALOGY.

A letter, signed by « A Christian,”
appears in the Rock, in which the writer
remarks that the seeming error in the
genealogy of Christ is easily accounted for,
althongh it is one whieh has puzsled many
Biblical scholars. It is recorded in the
17th verse of the first chapter of Matthew’s
Gospel, “So all the generations from
Abraham to David, until the ecarrying
away into Babylon, are fourteen genera-
tions; and from the carrying away into
Babylon unto Christ are fourteen genera-
tions,” thus making forty-two generations
in all.

A faithful transcript of the generations
enumerated in the modern or common
version of the New Testament, shows
that there are only forty-one generations.
On, however, conparing the 11th verse of
the first chapter ot Matthew in the modern
version with that of an old version (Beza's
edition), the rcader will find the missing
generation accounted for:—

NEew VERSION.
¢ And Josias begat Jechonias,”
OLD VERSION.
¢ And Josias begat Jakim; and Jakim
begat Jechonias,”

Jakim, therefore, fails to be added to the
genealogy in the modern version which
will complete the forty-two generations
mentioned in verse 17.

JESUS AN HISTORIC REALITY.

A book has just been pnblished by Dr.
Beke (recently deceased), entitled Jesus,
the Messiah, intended as an answer to a
hostile work recently issued under the name
of Supernatural Religion. The Evening
Standard, reviewing Dr. Beke’s work,
says,-“ Dr. Beke’s opinions derive weight
not merely from his extensive erudition, but
from his independent standpoint. He
speaks and thinks for himself, repudiating
as he does all allegiance to any special
section of the Christian Church. His
motto evidently is that of Horace, ‘Nullius
addictus jurare in verba majestri’ We

are therefore prepared for some startling
statements in the volume before us, not-
withstanding its abounding merits, when
we read in the preface Dr. Beke's confession
of faith—

* That the doctrines of the Christian (* Eccle-
siastical’ Christianity) are not those of the
apostles and early disciples of our Lord Jesus—
the Old Christians or Messianites—is every day
becoming more evident; but to assert on this
account that Christianity is' not a Divine
revelation, and thereby to reduce our Lord to the
rank of a mere teacher of human morality,
however pure, is virtually to deny the power of
the Creator and Ruler of the universe to interfere
with His creatures, and to subject Him to the
same laws that govern them ; thus making the
Supreme Being to be nothing more than an
immutable component part of an infinite
perpetual motion. The objections raised to the
personal history of our Lord Jesus, on account
of its ‘miraculous’ character, will hardly be
extended to the history of his countrymen, the
Jews, of whom, as of the Gentiles, that is
to say all the nations of the earth, he is the
Messiah, Christ, or Anointed King.’

The chapter devoted to the somrces of
the history of Jesus is an able and exhaus-
tive vindication of the historical current
account of what Jesus Christ did and said,
as recorded in the gospels. For this
purpose, Dr. Beke adduces the evidence of
tkree almost contemporary heathen writers
—Suetonius, Tacitus, and the elder Pliny
—and of those episties of Paul (to the
Romans, Corinthians and Galatians) which
have been admitted as contemporary and
genuine documents, even by the most
adverse critics of the Christian faith.
Dr. Beke meets the difficulty that no
contemporaneous Jewish writer has men-
tioned the name of Jesus. . .
Deliberate suppression of the name is the
only reasonable solution of the problem of
their silence, and there is evidently the
strongest possible presmmptive proof, not
only of his personal historical existence,
for on the best of grounds has it become a
maxim of law, that the suppression of
evidence, like the destruction or wmutilation
of any written document, affords presump-
tion that there was an interested motive at
work for preventing the truth from being
made manifest. Now the fact that the







