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"He (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father J:
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN."—(Heb. ii. 11.)

"For the earnest expectation of the creature waitethfor the manifestation of THB
SONS OF GOD."—(Rom. viii. 19.)

No. 103. JANUARY, 1873. Vol. X.

PEEIODS OF PREPARATION.

Stimulated by the appearance of the articles on the Preparation for the Bridegroom, which
reappeared in our last two ?tumbers9 a correspondent wrote to Dr. Thomas under date

June 14, 1839, as follows:

BELOVED BROTHER THOMAS.—There
are some very remarkable and striking-
things in relation to several periods
of preparation. " By faith Noah, when
he received a revelation concerning
things not yet seen, being seized with
religious fear, prepared an ark for the
salvation of his family ; by which ho-
condemned the world, and became an
heir of righteousness which is by
faith." It appears that the time of
this preparation lasted 120 years :
"My spirit shall not always remain in
man, for that he too is flesh. His days
upon the earth shall be 120 years."
This was the time allowed that
generation to consider the awful
sentence of destruction by a flood of
waters. How exceedingly corrupt
they must have been. Only eight
persons saved out of a world/ Surely
God was justifiable in destroying
a world of unbelieving, disobedient,
and corrupted people.

Again, when he proved Israel in the
wilderness, of 600,000fully grown men,
he found two only approved.

John the Baptist was prophetically
a preparer of the Lord's way. Yet
the Lord was despised and rejected by
an unbelieving nation; He was received
only by a remnant. They were
warned of the impending vengeance;
yet more than 1,000,000 perished by
that vengeance. Surely the Almighty
is just in His judgments upon men
obstinately refusing to believe His
word. But if such judgments come
upon men living under constitutions
handed them through mortals, such as
Adam, Noah, and Moses; are we to
suppose that no wrath will come upon
the corrupters of a constitution
handed them by the First Born from
the dead? Will a long, and dark,
and ruinous apostacy from the truth
as it is in Jesus, the Son of God, be
suffered to go unpunished? Can we
conceive that a world of apostates from
such an one as the Messiah,and from such
a constitution as his will (some appear
to dream of a thing like this !) will have
such a preaching to them, as to induce
them to repentance and forgiveness .*
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Doubtless the Bride will prepare
herself for her returning" Bridegroom;
but the apostacy is not to be his Bride.
The apostacy is the mother of
abominations; His Bride is to be
separated from all abominations, to be
prepared and adorned for the Holy
One.

Can we then expect multitudes will
get themselves ready for him, for
whom" so few are looking? Will the
disciples look for consolation and
encouragement to crowded meeting
houses? Will they, like the ancient
Israelites, look back to the things left,
—to the priests, blind leaders of blind
multitudes ?

Shall they not rather look forward
to the promised rest, to the new earth,
the new heaven, and the new Jerusa-
lem, the holy city? "He that sat
upon the throne said, Behold I create
all things new." The whole earth
will ultimately be inhabited by a
people characterised as the righteous,
the people of God. Jerusalem will
then be recognised as the city of the
great King. Its materials all precious-
and perfect, and its construction
correspondent, being built by God.
It will be the one metropolis of
the whole earth, dwelled in, and
enlightened, and glorified, by the
presence of Almighty God and the
Lamb. No death shall be there, nor
grief, nor crying, nor shall there be
any more pain, for the former things
will have passed away. The former
Jerusalem was but his dwelling in
type; but the new Jerusalem Will be

his anti-typical, his real dwelling.
These, beloved brother, appear to be
some of the things to which it
becomes Christians to look for con-
solation. Let them contrast the
preceding transient states, and thus
learn to fix their affections on eternal
things. What is this present race of
dying men, compared with the sons of
the resurrection, sons of glory, sons
of God ? What the present kingdoms
of flesh and blood, compared with the
everlasting kingdom ? What this
present old earth and old heaven
compared with the new earth and tl e
new heaven ? What the present
shadowing of glory compared with the
real and eternal glory of the
Almighty ? What the present perish-
ing multitudes of men compared with
the one purified, redeemed and
glorified multitude, the congregation
of the Lord ?

Let us remember that the preparing
of an ark by Noah was closely
connected, in point of time, with the
salvation of himself and family, and
with the destruction of the world.
Also, that the preparation of the way
of the Lord was closely connected
with the saving of his people and
with the destruction of his enemies.
Have we not reason to conclude that
the coming of his people out of
Babylon is, in point of time, connected
with his coming a second time in
order to their salvation and the
destruction of his enemies ? A.A.

(Apostolic Advocate, vol. V., 1839.)

THE HOPE OF ISEAEL DEFINED BY A " OONVEETED " J E W -
JOSEPH WOLFF.

From the " Apostolic Advocate," 1839.—By DR. THOMAS.

THIS gentleman, who is "a Jew
outwardly," is one of great notoriety
throughout the world: He was
educated in Kabbinism, which is
compounded of the divine law and
human tradition. In process of time,
however, he professed conviction of
the truth of the pretensions of Jesus
of Nazareth to the Messiahship of

Israel and of God; and consequently
renounced the vain system of modern
Judaism. But unfortunately for Mr.
Wolff, in putting off the traditions of
the Elders, he has put on the
sectarianism of anti-Christ, which is
a compound of law, gospel, and
heathenism. It is less absurd than
Kabbinism, but a palpable subversion
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of the New Institution in whole and
part. This is Mr. Wolff's misfortune.
They who convinced him that Jesus is
the Christ of God, having in this, very
naturally, gained an ascendancy over
his understanding, counselled him to
join the Established Church of
England, as a true exhibition of the
kingdom of heaven. Thus he is
placed in the unenviable situation of
those who say but do not the things
commanded.

Like most Israelites, the hope of a
king from heaven to rule over them
on the throne of David, and to make
them illustrious above all the earth, is
incorporated in his very nature. Mr.
Wolff has surmounted his Jewish
prejudices against a suffering Messiah,
but he is far from having renounced
the hope of his nation. He expects
that " Jesus who was taken up into
heaven will come in like manner as he
ascended;11 and that he will "come
quickly," invested with divine majesty
and omnipotence. This is certainly a
glorious hope, and ought to be the
grand object of spiritual desire in the
heart of every true believer. Being
an enterprising man, and probably
sincere, he was anxious to connect the
hope of Israel with the second revela-
tion of Jesus of Nazareth. Hence, he
oecame a messenger to the Jews from
the society for their conversion, estab-
lished some years since in England.
He has visited his countrymen on this
mission in almost every part of the
world. In his travels, he has not
passed by the United States ; but has
bestowed upon them a fair proportion
of his labours and the following
public address:

BURLINGTON, NEW JERSEY,

Dec. 25, 1837.

To the clergymen of all denominations
of the United States of North
America; and to all the laymen,
and to all the Christian ladies in
A merica.

MY DEAR FRIENDS:—I am now
going, and therefore, permit me to say
to you a few words more, through the
public papers. I have had the

privilege during my peregrination in
the United States to proclaim to you,
from the several pulpits, the use of
which was granted to me by preachers
of different denominations, the visible
and personal appearance and reign of
Jesus Christ upon earth, the restora-
tion of the Jews to their own land,
the first resurrection, and the renovation
of the earth, which shall be the
eternal abode of Jesus Christ, the
second Adam, the Lord from heaven.
In order that you may understand
my views, I leave behind these
general remarks: 1.—There is a
habitable earth to come. 2.—That
this earth shall be subject to Christ.
3.—He shall come personally to sit
upon the throne of his father David
at Jerusalem, when all enemies will
be made impotent. 4.—The resurrec-
tion of Christ's mystical body.
5.—The subjection extends from the
highest power and principalities, down
to oxen and sheep.—(Ps. viii.) 6.—He
will cease to be a mediator, and
giving up the kingdom of providence
to God the Father, take to himself the
usurped political kingdoms of the
world, and sit upon the throne of
David for ever. 7.—The prophet
Elijah shall make his appearance
before Christ's coming—for John the
Baptist came only in the power and
spirit of Elijah.

I also maintain that the present
signs of the times announce that
Christ's coming is very nigh at hand.

I, therefore, advise you, my friends,
to search the Scriptures, whether these
things are so; for, my dear friends,
we have not followed cunningly-
devised fables in making known unto
you the power and the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ; for these
views are contained in the records of
those prophets who spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost, and
consider slightingly the words of the
Holy Ghost is a sin against the Holy
Ghost. Let us not, therefore, condemn
the preaching of the second coming
as a mere speculation. You would
not say that it is a mere speculation if
a person was to announce to you on
good authority that your house was on
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fire—you would go and try to ex-
tinguish it; and should the coming of
him who is a consuming fire, who
shall smite the wicked with the breath
of his mouth, be a mere speculation?
I advise you, therefore, my friends, to
read more thoroughly your Bible, and
you may also do well to read the
following writings on this snbject:
1.—Kev. Mr. Bickersteth on Prophecy.
2.—All the writings on this subject
by Win. Cunningham, of Lainshaw.
3.—The writings of the Kev. W.
Dodsworth. 4.—The writings of the
Eev. H. Melville. 5.—The writings
of J. H. French, on Prophecy.—JOSEPH
WOLFF, Missionary to Jew and Gentile.

DR. THOMAS'S COMMENTS.
Such are the views of this gentle-

man ; which for the most part are
strictly scriptural. "The visible and
personal appearance and reign of
Jesus Christ upon earth" is one of
the plainest doctrines of the Scriptures
of truth. It is the principal argument
by which the apostles exhort the
disciples to a patient continuance in
well doing: " We beseech you
brethren," says Paul, " by the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, &c." " The
restoration of the Jews to their own
land" has become inevitable; 1.—That
"the balance of power" may be
maintained among the nations of
Europe. 2.—That England may
uphold her ascendancy in Hindostan.
3.—That Palestine may be garrisoned
against the encroachments of Russia in
the east. 4.—That England may retain
the rich commerce of Asia. 5.—Because
some new power must possess that
land as none of the old will consent to
its occupation by Eussia, France,
Austria, England, and so forth. The
power that establishes itself in
Palestine will rule the destinies of the
world, and the re-settlement of Israel
in that country will herald the
crisis of all the nations; when Messiah
Jesus shall descend from heaven, and
take possession of his father David's
throne, and rule in the midst of his
enemies; while the dead in Christ
shall awake from their deep sleep,
and the living in Christ shall be

changed into a glorious, honourable,
incorruptible, and an eternally living
community, and when his authority
shall be acknowledged by all from the
proudest of the kings of the earth to
the smallest minnow of the deep.
Thus far Mr. Wolff seems to have a
clear conception of the matter. He
appears, however, in his 6th item to
be confused.

Messiah will doubtless cease to
exercise the functions of a mediator,
when the things to be effected by a
mediatorial institution shall have been
accomplished. Mr. Wolff makes this
cessation synchronical with his taking
to himself the political dominion of
the world ; whereas, the Spirit of God
placesl 'the delivering up of the kingdom
to the Father" at the end of 1,000 years
after his ascending to the throne of
David. The Great King of Israel is a
Royal High Priest, and therefore,
when he rules the nations and the
world, he will be both High Priest or
Mediator and King. In this he is the
anti-type to Melchisedec, and the oath
says, that after his order, the " King
of the Jews" shall be a priest for
ever, or through all time; for, as sin
is destroyed in time, and as the
priestly office is useless where there is
no sin, the for ever of Christ's reign
will not extend into the undefined,
undecaying, and incorruptible system
of things which belong to the "third
heaven" or eternal age; hence the
necessity of the mediatorial kingdom
being delivered up to the Father that
" God may be all and in all."

For my own part I agree with Mr.
Wolif that " the present signs of the
times announce that Christ's coming is
very nigh at hand, and that to consider
lightly the word of the Holy Spirit as
recorded by the prophets and apostles
is a sin against the Holy Spirit, a very
heinous one too, though not the sin;
and one of which the sectaries and a
great many reformers are guilty.
They sneer at the visible and personal
second advent of Jesus, &c. as a
" mere speculation" or febrile affec-
tion of the brain! Would to God
that the cold, corpse-like professors of
these latter days had a febrile
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affection of something more ennobling
and enduring than the paltry nostrums
of the age. Political and religious
partyism, a making haste to be rich at
every hazard, &c, command and
engross the ̂ minds of men, who act
more like " children of a larger
growth," than as persons whose

manhood is mature.
Reader! remember that it is to

" them that look for him, Christ
appears a second time to salvation."
Watch, therefore, and keep your
garments, lest you walk naked and
men see your shame.

{Apostolic Advocate, vol. V., 1839.,)

SCEAPS FEOM DE. THOMAS'S PAPEES.

DR. THOMAS TO THE BRITISH
FOREIGN SECRETARY IN 1849.

THERE are three sources from which do, and
will continue to emanate, influences or
agencies, which before long will involve the
wh&le of Europe in war. These diplomatic
centres are the courts of Austria and
Constantinople, and the clique of the
Imbeciles, of which the exile of Gaeta is the
Chief. As Foreign Secretary of the English
Government, you ought to be informed of
what is determined and must, therefore,
necessarily happen in spite of all mediations
and interventions to the contrary.

RUSSIA.—This formidable power is styled
by the prophet Daniel "the King of the
North," and by Ezekiel, " Gog, of the land
of Magog, ROSH t ^ S I Prince of Mosc
"JtMD a n d h^Pl TOBL:" while he of
Constantinople is styled by the former " THE
KING who does according to his will."

Understanding the powers represented by
these terms, it is not difficult to ascertain the
future in relation to them. By reference to
Dan. xi. 40-45 you will seethe course marked
out for Russia by the divine wand. The
sentence in verse 40 terminated by the first
colon, is all that has come to pass at present.
You will remember when " the King of the
South," that is of Eg>pt, "pushed at him"
of Constantinople in 1839, and obtained
possession of the Turkish fleet, &c, which
brought about the intervention of England,
Austria, Russia, and Prussia to prevent the
change of dynasty at New Rome. All the
rest, then, of this passage from the aforesaid
colon, remains to be fulfilled.

At the present crisis, we have to do with
the remainder of verse 40, the interpretation
of which is this : " And the King of the
North," even the Autocrat, "shall come

against him," the Sultan, "like a whirlwind,
with chariots (artillery on wheels) and with
horsemen," or cavalry, "and WITH MANY
SHIPS ; and he shall enter into the countries,
and shall overflow," or inundate them with
his troops, " and shall pass over," or subdue
them; as it is written in verse 41, " and
many countries shall be overthrown"

By consulting Ezekiel xxxviii. 2-7, you
will learn the countries to be subdued by the
Autocrat are those of

1.—Magogue, whose descendants were
termed by the Greeks Scythice,

2.—Gomer, and all his bands.
3.—Togarmah, and two of the north

quarters, and his bands; a Tartar host.
4.—Persia, Ethiopia, Lybia.
5.—Egypt.
6.—Palestine.
1.—The Scythians from the Tanais, or

Don, diffused themselves along the Ister, or
Danube, to the shores of the Baltic and
confines of the Galatae, spreading themselves
over Hungary, Transylvania, and Wallachia.
Dio Cassius says that the country between
the Danube and Italy was the land of the
ScythsB, or, scripturally " the land of Gog."
These were the original Scythae, from whom
the Asiatic Scyths and Germans sprang; so
that the land of Magogue is the country
common to all the Scythian tribes, a vast
tract of which already forms the Russian
empire.

2.—The descendants of Gomer were styled
Galatae by the Greeks in the time of Josephus,
TaXalia is the common name of the earlier
Greeks for the Gauls, the Gallia of the
Latins, and TaXalai or Galatie, their word
for Gaul, by the Latins styled Galli. " All
the Galatse," says Strabo, "were called
Celtte by the Greeks," and the converse is
equally true. A colony of these Galatea or
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Galli, in the third century before Christ,
emigrated from Gaul and established them-
selves in Asia Minor, where they were ever
after called by their Greek name Galatians.

" The Scythia above Gaul," of Diodorus,
" extending towards the Baltic " accurately
describes the large tract of Europe above
the Rhine, or northern boundary of Gaul,
through which flow the rivers Elbe, Ems,
and Weser. Here the land of Magogue and
the land of the Gauls, or Gomerians, meet.

The Celts are the bands of Gomer, found
about Marseilles and the inland territory, the
Alps and Pyrenees ; but northward, between
the ocean and the Hercynean mountains, as
far as Scythia, were denominated Gauls by
the Greeks. Such is the Gomerian territory.

Gog is a Gentile name, which is only
known to have figured once in history. It is
the name of the Regent of Austrasia under
Sigebert, who assassinated him about A.D.
567. Fortunatus, bishop of Poictiers, cele-
brated him in a Latin poem, in which there
are geographical references which connect the
proper name of Gog with the territory of the
lleichverweser shaft of central Germany,
Belgium, and the north-eastern part of
France. The Rhine, Moselle, Meuse, Aisne,
Oise, Sare, Cher, Scheld, Somme, Sambre,
Saur, Seille, Metz, Ardenne, Yosges, &c,
indicate in this poem the Regency ox Gogue.

Now, sir, a power represented by the
phrase " GOG of the LAND of MAGOG," is
associated in the same category with " R O S H
Prince of Mosc and TOBL." These are
allies: The Autocrat of all the Russias in
alliance with a German p6wer, whose con-
joined dominion when perfected, will extend
from the Pacific ocean, Chinese Tartary, and
Affghanistan to the Persian Gulf; thence

taking in Lybia, Ethiopia, and Egypt, (but
not the country of the north-east coast of the
Red Sea; these will be seized by the Foreign
Office in Downing street and Leadenhall,) it
will include Syria and Anatolia, with Constan-
tinople for the seat of this mighty empire;
Greece, the Principalities of the Danube,
Sclavonia, Hungary, Italy, Germany, France,
and Spain, with the north of Europe; these
are the many countries comprehended in
the dominion of Gog and Rosh, who like
Arcadius and Honorius, will possess as one
power the continental world, the primacy
being with Constantinople. Thus the world
will be Cossacked.

Much war will precede this consummation.
The internal dissensions of Europe are con-
suming its strength, and preparing it for the
catastrophy. The Foreign Office should look
well to the mouth of the Black Sea, for
Russia will surely come down upon Constan-
tinople with a naval force which will over-
whelm the Sultan with consternation and
defeat.

There is a terrible future before the nations
which no diplomacy can avert. Napoleon
scourged them, but the rising power will
make them lick the dust like a serpent.
Nebuchadnezzar honoured himself in consult-
ing Daniel, a captive of Judah ; and methinks
that your lordship will be also benefited by
inquiring at the same fountain of light, if
like that celebrity of old, you care jto know
what shall be the end of the things that now
perplex you.

With due consideration and respect to your
lordship, I subscribe myself, JOHN THOMAS.
3, Brudenell Place, New North Road, April

13th, 1849.

BEGUff BUT NEVEE FINISHED.

A BIBLE DICTIONARY UPON WHICH DR. THOMAS

Was engaged at the time of his death.

BALANCE. This symbol occurs in
Rev. vi. 5: " And I saw, and behold
a black horse, and he sitting upon
him having a balance in his hand."
The meaning of this symbol is indi-

cated in the words accompanying it.
The holder of the balance had power
to injure the products of the soil; for
he is commanded not to hurt the oil
and the wine : and that he did injure
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the corn and the barley, is shown by a
voice proclaiming the price of them,
which was that of a time of famine.
A quart of corn for sixteen cents is
over five dollars a bushel ; and three
quarts of barley for the same, is one
dollar and sixty cents a bushel. A
balance connected with a proclamation
of such prices for grain, is, therefore,
the symbol of famine, and is represen-
tative of times indicated in the saying
"When I have broken the staff of
your bread, ten women shall bake
your bread in one oven, and they shall
deliver you your bread again BY WEIGHT
(or balance), and ye shall eat and not
be satisfied."—(Isa. xxvi. 26.)

BEAR.—" His feet were as the feet
of a bear.11—(Rev. xiii. 2.) The bear
is the second of Daniel's four beasts,
and answers to the silver element of
Nebuchadnezzar's image. In these
symbols, the bear represented the
Medo-Persian dominion which super-
seded the Chaldean. In the Apocalypse,
the feet of the Beast of the Sea being
bear feet, indicate that it is connected
with the second beast dominion ; and
that in the latter-day manifestation,
PERSIA will be an element of the Sea-
Beast confederacy of powers.

BEAST.—This symbol occurs in
several places in the Apocalypse, and
in the Common Version more frequently
than the original justifies. In the
following texts it ought to be rendered
" living one" not beast: (Rev. iv. 7 ;
vi. 3, 5, 7 ; and " living ones" in
Rev. iv. 6, 8, 9 ; v. 6, 8,11,14; vi. 1, 6 ;
vii. 11; xiv. 3 ; xix. 4. In these
places, the noun is ^wov, Zoon, and
signifies anything alive or living^ from
the verb £an>, Zao, to live.

In the following texts and their
contexts, the word is OySiov^ thairion,
a wild, venomous, or savage beast:
Rev. xi. 7; xiii. 1, 11; xiv. 9, 11;
xv. 2; xvi. 2, 10, 13; xvii. 3 ; xix. 19 ;
xx. 4, 10). In these places, the symbol
represents polities, or SYSTEMS OF
POWERS, having dominion over all the
nations occupying the territories of
Daniel's four beasts; and hostile to
the "Holy City" and the two
witnessing prophets of Rev. xi. 2,3,10 ;

and to " the saints" of xiii. 7, 10;
xiv. 12; xv. 2; xvii. 14; xix. 14, 19.

That beast, in prophetic style, sig-
nifies national polity, or a power
having dominion, is evident from the
following citations. Thus, in speak-
ing of the wretched condition of
Judah and his companion tribes, under
the government of the profligate shep-
herds of the house of David, Jehovah
says, " My flock became a prey ; it
became meat to every beast of the
field" (Ezek. xxxiv. 8;) that is, to
every Gentile power bordering upon
the territory of Israel.

Again, the spirit in David saith,,
" Thou hast brought a vine out of
Egypt; thou hast cast out the Gentiles
and planted it. Thou preparedst room
before it, and didst cause it to take
deep root, and it filled the land. The
hills were covered with the shadow of
it, and the boughs thereof (were) the
cedars of God. It sent out its
branches to the sea, and to the river
its boughs." Stripped of its beautiful
imagery this signifies in plain words
that Jehovah brought Israel out of
Egypt and established her in the land
of Canaan. But, referring to theocon-
dition of the Hebrew nation, con-
quered, scattered, and oppressed by
the Gentiles ; or, as Ezekiel expresses
it, " meat to every beast of the field ;"
the spirit continues in David, " Why
hast thou broken down her fences, so
that all they which pass by do pluck
her ? The boar out of the forest doth
waste it, and the wild beast of the field
doth devour it. It is burned with fire,
it is cut down : they perish because of
the rebuke of thy countenance"—
(Psalms lxxx. 8-13, 16.) Now, we,
living after the accomplishment of
this prophecy, can see that " the boar
of the forest," and the " wild beast of
the field," are the Ninevite, the
Chaldean, the Greek, the Roman, &c. ;
powers by which the Hebrew vine has
been cut down, wasted, and destroyed.

Another illustration occurs in Hos.
xiii. 5. Addressing Ephraim, or the
Ten Tribes, Jehovah in this place
says—" I knew thee in the wilderness,
in the land of great drought. Accord-
ing to the pasture they were filled ;
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they were filled, and their heart was
exalted ; therefore have they forgotten
me. I will be unto them, therefore,
as a lion ; as a leopard in the way will
I observe them ; I will meet them as a
bear bereaved ; and I will rend the
caul of their heart, and there will I
devour them as a lion : the wild beast
shall tear them in pieces."

The meaning of this is, that because
of Israel's iniquity, transgression, and
sin, Jehovah would send against them
certain powers symbolized in the
prophets by the lion, the leopard, and
the bear, and punish them through
their instrumentality. This he accom-
plished by the lions of Nineveh and
Babylon; and the four-headed and
four-winged leopard of Macedonia
and Greece, and will yet more fulfil
by the Russian bear ; when, having
absorbed Persia, the forces of the
bear-footed beast of the sea, under the
Gogian Eighth Head, shall be gathered
by Jehovah from the hundred and
twenty-seven provinces of the bear
dominion, and elsewhere, to battle
against Jerusalem in these the latter
days of the Babylonian Image. See
Jer. 1. 17; Dan. vii. 4, 6; xi. 3, 4,
30, 32, 35, 39, 41, 45 ; viii. 9-12, 24 ;
Ezek. xxxviii. 5 ; Zech. xiv. 1, 2 ;
Rev. xvi. 14.

But Daniel put the signification of
this symbol beyond all doubt. Speak-
ing of the beasts of his vision, he says,
" These great Beasts which are four,
(represent) four kings (or dominions,
vii. 6, 12,) which shall arise out of
the earth," in consequence of the
stirring of the four winds upon the
Great Sea.—(verses 2-3.) " And the
saints of the High Ones shall take the
kingdom, and possess the kingdom for
the aion, even to an aion of the aims"
—(verses 17,18.) Here the beasts are
dominions, and dominions too, which
are to be possessed by the saints, of
whom Messiah is the chief. Parallel,
therefore, with it is Rev. xi. 15. "And
there were great voices in the heaven,
saying, The Kingdoms of the Kosmos,
(the political system pertaining to the
Four Beasts, " the world") are become
(those) of our Lord and his anointed,
and he shall reign for the aions of the

aions.
BED.—" Behold, I cast the woman

Jezebel into a bed, and those comitting
adultery with her, into great tribulation
unless they change their works."—
Rev. ii. 22. The phrase eis KXIVTJV,
eis Jclineen, "into abed," is parallelized,
and so explained, by et*

eis thlipsin megaleen, "into
great tribulation." In Scripture, a
bed is regarded as defiled or undefiled.
" Marriage is honourable, and the bed
undefiled," says Paul; but where law-
ful union is wanting, the bed is defiled.
" Whoremongers shall have their part
in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone, which is the second
death." —(Rev. xxi. 8; xxii. 15.)
Hence, a defiled bed becomes the
symbol of the great tribulation and
torment appointed for "the clergy,"
or prophets of Jezebel, who in the
apostolic age, seduced the faithful by
their teaching to commit fornication,
and to eat things sacrificed to idols.
The description of the Harlot in Prov.
vii. 6-27, well defines these Jezebels
in their enticements. They operate
on those who are without spiritual
understanding, whom they embrace
and flatter with impudent assurance.
" We have peace offerings," say they ;
" and this day have we paid our vows.
We have decked our bed with cover-
ings of tapestry, with carvings, and
fine linen of Egypt. Our bed is
perfumed with the odour of sanctity ;
come let us solace ourselves with love
and charity. For the good man is
gone into a far country, to Sky ana, and
may never return. Thus, with their
fair speech and flattering lips, they
force their victims who follow them
as an ox to the slaughter, or as fools
to the correction of the stocks ; " till
a dart strikes through their liver; as
a bird hastefch to the snare, and know
not that it is for their lives." Hence,
for true believers to be corrupted from
the simplicity that is in Christ by
false teaching, is to be beguiled by
the subtilty of the serpent, to commit
fornication with the tempter. By so
doing, they occupy a bed in a chamber
of death, and, although they may
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solace themselves therein for a time,
they will find it to be the way of
torment, destruction, and death.

BERYL.—"The eighth foundation
of the wall of the great city is a beryl."
—(Rev. xxi. 20.) This is a precious
stone of a sea green colour. On each
foundation stone is the name of an
apostle, and taking them in the order
of the list recorded in Matthew x. 2,
the Beryl answers to " Matthew the
publican," who is the eighth. The
eighth tribe of the apocalyptic Israel
is Levi, so that Matthew may be
destined for the Levitical throne of
David's house.

BIRDS.—In Jer. xii. 9, birds signify
powers : as "Mine heritage (Judah) is
unto me, saith Jehovah, a bird with
talons ; the birds round about (the
neighbouring powers) are against her."
A great conqueror is styled a ravenous
bird in Isaiah xlvi. 11, a s " I am God
and there is none like me; calling a
ravenous bird from the east, the man
that executeth my counsel from a far
country." This was Cyrus, Jehovah's
anointed, whose right hand He
strengthened by that anointing, to
subdue nations before him ; to loo^e
the loins of kings ; to open before him
the two-leaved gates of Babylon ; to
break in pieces its brazen gates, and
cut in sunder the bars of iron.—(Isaiah
xlv. 1, 2.)

" Thus saith the Lord to his anointed,
to Cyrus." So it reads in the English
version; but in the Hebrew, " Thus
saith' Jehovah to His Messiah, to
Khoresh." Cyrus who freed Judah
from the yoke of Babylon was a repre-
sentative man in the performance of
this mission. His name signifies the
heir, and in accordance therewith, he
inherited Babylon's dominion and
glory. He represented THE MESSIAH,
the heir of all things, who is to deliver
the Hebrew nation from the Babylon
of the Apocalypse, and to inherit its
dominion under the whole heaven.
Messiah, or Christ, is not an individual
only, but a body, the aggregate of the
saints. Hence, the designation
" ravenous bird" applied to the
Persian Cyrus (who, with Darius and
their forces, are styled "sanctified

ones" in Isaiah xiii. 3) is applicable
to the Hebrew Cyrus and his compan-
ions " the saints," as constituting the
antitypical power styled " the Kings of
the East" in Rev. xvi. 12, with their
people, the beasts of the field. The
saints are the " ravenous birds" which
are to prey upon Gog the imperial
chief of the Babylonish powers and his
mighty hosts. Addressing him, the
spirit saith in Ezekiel, " Thou shalt
fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou
and all thy bands, and the people that
is with thee : I will give thee to the
ravenous birds of every wing, and to
the beasts of the field to be devoured."
Then, directing his words to the
destroyers of Gog and his host, these
ravenous birds and beasts of the field,
He saith, "Assemble yourselves and
come; gather yourselves on every side to
my slaughter that I do sacrifice FOR YOU,
a great sacrifice upon the mountains of
Israel, that ye may eat flesh and drink
blood. Ye shall eat the flesh of the
mighty and drink the blood of the
princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs,
and of great goats, of bullocks, all of
them fatlings of Bashan. And ye
shall eat fat until ye be full, and drink
blood until ye be drunken of my sacri-
fice which I have sacrificed for you.
Thus ye shall be filled at my table
with horses and chariots, with mighty
men, and with all men of war, saith
the Lord God. And I will set my
glory among the nations, and all the
Gentiles shall see my judgments that
I have executed, and my hand that I
have laid upon them. So the house of
Israel shall know that I am Jehovah
their God from that day and forward."
—(xxxix. 4, 17-22.)

In this passage the great sacrifice, or
judgment executed, is declared to be
for the ravenous birds and their
company of the field. Others, how-
ever, declare that it is for the saints,
and for the people of Israel, that this
terrible vengeance falls upon the
Gentiles. Thus, in Rev. xviii. 4, 20,
" Come out of her my people. Reward
her even as she rewarded you, and
double unto her double according to
her works ; in the cup which she hath
filled, fill to her double, flow much
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she hath glorified herself and lived
deliciously, so much torment and
sorrow give her." And "rejoice over
her, 0 heaven, and ye holy apostles
and prophets ; for God hath avenged
you on her." The saints are here also
the executioners of the vengeance, as
well as the party avenged ; as it is
likewise written in Dan. vii. 22, and
Psalm ex ix. 5-9. Omnipotence oper-
ating through the One Body is the
ravenous bird that flies upon the
shoulders of the Philistines toward
the west, and spoils them of the east
together, at the head of Judah and
Ephraim (Isaiah xi. 14); that stands
up for the children of Daniel's people.
—(Dan. xii. 1), and that comes down
to fight for Mount Zion and for the
hill thereof. As birds flying, so will
Jehovah of armies defend Jerusalem ;
defending also He will deliver it, and
passing over, He will preserve it."—
(Isaiah xxxi. 4, 5.)

We are not to suppose, however,
that there is any discrepancy in the
testimony. The great sacrifice is
vengeance for the ravenous birds, &c,
and by them as the divine instrumen-
tality ; and as symbols of the saints
to whom the execution of the judgment
written is assigned.

"Rejoice, 0 heaven," the region of
the fowl of every wing. Hence in
Rev. xix. 17-21, the cry or proclamation
of the angel standing in the sun, and
saying to all the birds that fly in
the meridian, "Come, and gather your-
selves together to the supper of the
great God." This supper is the same
as the sacrifice which begins on
the mountains of Israel and ends in
the destruction of " the Beast, the
False Prophet, and the kings of the
earth and their armies " in the west.
These are destroyed by the Hebrew
Cyrus and his companion kings ; the
fowls, whose sword is bathed in
Edom's heaven and filled with the
flesh of the people of Jehovah's curse.
—(Isaiah xxxiv. 1-8.)

"As birds flying" Jehovah will
defend Jerusalem and deliver her. As
birds of prey hovering in the air over
the object to which their attention is
drawn. The nations' hosts are to be

gathered to battle against Jerusalem
and to take it. This is the Syrian con-
federation of the Latter Days against
the city, represented by Nebuchad-
nezzar's image. It is the prey of the
flying birds, whose position and motion
are represented also by the stone not
in hands falling upon the feet of the
image.—(Dan. \\. 34, 45.) The One
Body, or Christ Mystical, God mani-
fest in the saints, is the Stone-Power
compared to birds poised in the aerial,
like eagles ready to pounce upon the
prey, whose destruction is also the
deliverance of the captured city. In
Israel's redemption from Egypt,
Jehovah is likened to an eagle, the
king of birds of prey. " Jacob is the
cord of Jehovah's inheritance. He
found him in a desert land, and in the
waste howling wilderness ; He com-
passed him about, He instructed him,
He kept him as the apple of His eye.
As an eagle stirreth up her nest,
fluttereth over her young, spreadeth
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth
them on her wings : so Jehovah alone
did lead Jacob, and there was no
strange God with him. He made him
ride upon the high places of the earth,
that he might eat the increase of the
fields, &c>—(Deut. xxxii. 9, 14.)
This eagle-like relation of Jehovah to
Israel has not been abandoned. In
the redemption that is approaching,
He will again assume his ancient posi-
tion, and become the eagle-protector
of his people, and destroyer of all
their enemies.

But in the days of old, when
Jehovah defended the Hebrews, and
devoured their foes as a bird of prey,
the instrumentality was God manifest
through Angels (Acts vii. 53 ; Heb. ii.
2 ;) but when he shall again interfere
in their behalf, the instrumentality
will be modified. God manifest through
the Saints equal to Angels (Luke xx.
36) will be the eagle-development of
their second Exodus. These saints are
" they who wail for Jehovah" and wait
for the destruction of the unclean and
hateful birds ; or Babylonish powers
which still prevail against them—
(Rev. xiii. 10 ; xiv. 12 ; xvi. 15 ; xviii.
2.) Jehovah is a God of judgment;
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blessed are all they that wait for Him ;"
"for evil doers shall be cut off ; but
those that wait for Jehovah, THEY shall
inherit the earth;" or, as the Lord Jesus
expresses it in preaching the Gospel of
the Kingdom, " The meek shall inherit
the earth.11—(Isai.xxx. 18 ; Psal.xxxvii.
9 ; Mat. v. 5.) He shall appear for
salvation the second time without sin,
to those looking for him.—(Heb.
ix. 28.)

Now one of the apocalyptic symbols
of the saints is " a flying eagle with
six wings about him, and full of eyes
within." This is incontrovertible ; for
the symbol is exhibited as taking part
in a song in which it sings, concerning
itself with the other living ones and
the elders, "Thou hast bought us for
God with thy blood from every tribe,
and tongue, and people, and nation;
and hast made us for our God kings
and priests, and we shall reign upon
the earth."—(Rev. iv. 7, 8; v. 9, 10.)
Here are the ravenous birds destined
for eagle-flight " To meet the Lord in
the air;" for it is written in the
prophets, " They that wait for Jehovah

shall renew their strength ; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles ; they
shall run and not be weary ; they shall
walk and not faint."—(Isai. xl. 31 ;
1 Thess. iv. 13, 18.) Such, then, are
the "fowls flying in the midst of
heaven," addressed by the angel stand-
ing in the sun, as depicted in Kev.
xix. 17.

BIND.—" The four angels bound by
the great river Euphrates"—(Rev. ix.
14.) In this place bound is used in
the sense of territorial limit. Their
dominion before its predicted ex-
tension, was bounded by the frontier
of the Byzantine, or Greek empire,
which is represented by, and reached
to, the Euphrates. To loose the angels
was to cause them no longer to be
restrained, or confined, by their
previous limits.

To bind with a chain, when used in
reference to a symbol representative
of a power, is to deprive it of the
liberty of acting ; so that it can no
longer exercise dominion, or the func-
tions of government.—(Rev. xx. 1, 3.)

CQMFOET—FALSE AND TETJE.

COMFORT is the assurance of good—
either of advantage to be received or
evil to be delivered from ; but to be
true comfort, the assurance must be
true. If the good things said be not
true, the first element of comfort is
lacking on both sides; the comforter
is a deceiver, and the comforted, the
believer in a lie. Suppose a bank fail
in which a widow's total means of
support are invested; it would not be
true comfort to tell her untruly that
the bank is only closed for the making
up of the books ; that its affairs are all
right; that her money is safe, and
that payment will be resumed in a
few days. The assurance might pacify
her mind for a little if she believed

it, but the evil would only come upon
her with tenfold bitterness when her
delusion was dispelled. And if she
happened to know that the assurance
was untrue, though her comforter
might be sincere, she would refuse to
take comfort at all. Real comfort
would come with an official guarantee
that all was right. Beautiful lies,
that she knew to be lies, would only
aggravate her misery. She would
prefer to face the truth, however
bitter, caring not to be treated as a
nurse might the child who drops a
loved trinket over the side of a boat
into the sea : " Never mind, my pet ;
a fish will dive down and fetch it up
again in the morning."
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There is a great deal of false
comfort given and taken in the world.
There is no true comfort but of God ;
all other comfort falls short in the
weakness and inferiority of this
corruptible, and ends in the grave.
When He says, " Comfort ye ; comfort
ye, my people," we may listen with
ears attent, and drink deeply the
proffered draught. He has said this.
He has caused these pleasant words to
be written that we through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might
have hope. " Speak ye comfortably
to Jerusalem : say unto her that her
warfare is accomplished, that her
iniquity is pardoned. She hath
received at the Lord's hands double
for all her sins." To whom come
these words if not to the children of
Jerusalem, wherever and in what age
found ? She (exalted) is the mother
of all who receive the adoption of
children by the faith of Christ Jesus
(Gal. iv. 4,5,26), who are thenceforth
no longer Gentiles in the flesh, aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel
(Eph. ii. 11-20), but fellow heirs and
engrafted branches on the good olive
tree—(Eph. iii. 6; Rom. xi. 24).
To us, then, as constituents of the
mystic Jerusalem, which has the city
of David for its topographical basis,
the prophet is commanded to " speak
comfortably." And what are the
comfortable words spoken ? " Say
unto her, her warfare is accomplished ;
her iniquity is pardoned." Long
and bitter has been the conflict of
Jerusalem ; heavy and destructive the
burden of her sin, which has sunk
her in the billows of Jehovah's anger,
and overwhelmed her in the storm of
Gentile adversity. The enemy has for
a long time prevailed, and has said to

her soul, " Bow down that we may go
over." In all her tribulations her
true children have shared, and now
share. Though cast out and disowned
of their brethren, Israel after the
flesh, their cry has been, " Doubtless
Thou art our Father, though Abraham
(being dead) be ignorant of us, and
Israel acknowledge us not.
Oh! that Thou wouldest rend the
heavens and come down.
We are all of us an unclean thing,
and all our righteousnesses are as
filthy rags, and we all do fade as a
leaf : and our iniquities like the wind
have taken us away. And there is
none that calleth upon Thy name,
that stirreth up himself to take hold
of Thee ; for Thou hast hid Thy
face from us, and hast consumed us
because of our iniquities. But now,
0 Lord, Thou art our Father. We
are the clay and Thou our potter :
and we are all the work of Thy
hand. Be not wroth very sore, 0
Lord ; neither remember iniquity for
ever. Behold, see we beseech Thee ;
we are all thy people. Thy holy
cities are a wilderness; Zion is a
wilderness ; Jerusalem a desolation."

Their prayer is answered in the
words of comfort commanded to be
spoken. God has said, " I will give
unto Jerusalem one that bringeth
good tidings :" and He hath fulfilled
His word : for the apostolic message
is neither more nor less than the
announcement of his appearance " to
comfort all that mourn, to appoint
unto them that mourn in Zion ; to give
unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of
joy for mourning, the garment of
praise for the spirit of heaviness."
This is good tidings; and though
the chosen nation did not receive
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it, believing not the report, nor per-
ceiving the arm of Jehovah stretched
out in Christ to reconcile them
to Himself, not imputing their tres-
passes unto them, a remnant in the
nation believed; and that remnant
has its representatives now, men who
mourn the obliquity and adversity of
Israel, and who share deeply and feel
the evil of the times, but who cling
hard by the comfort which God
has commanded to be spoken—the
assurance of the end of this warfare
and the pardoning of this iniquity,
in the blessed day when in the
mountain of his choice, God will
" swallow up death in victory, and
wipe away tears from off all faces;
and the rebuke of His people shall He
take away from off all the earth."
Joyfully respond they to that other
comfort of God,which says,"Strengthen
ye the weak hands; confirm the
feeble knees. Say to them that are
of a fearful heart, ' Be strong ; fear
not. Behold your God will come with
vengeance, even God with a recom-
pense. He will come and save you.
Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall
be unstopped. Then shall the lame man
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the
dumb sing. . . . The
ransomed of the Lord shall return
and come to Zion with songs and
everlasting joy upon their heads.
They shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away."

In prospect whereof, they sing with
composed hearts, " I will greatly
rejoice in the Lord. My soul shall be
joyful in my God, for he hath clothed
me with the garments of salvation.
He hath covered me with the robe of

righteousness, and as a bridegroom
decketh himself with ornaments, and
as a bride adorneth herself with
jewels. For as the earth bringeth
forth her bud, and as the garden
causeth the things that are sown in it
to spring forth, so the Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to
spring forth before all the nations."

" Comfort one another with these
words," saith Paul. He referred of
course to the words he had just written,
and not to those quoted in the
foregoing. Yet the words of his
immediate context are spiritually
identical with those of the prophets.
When he said, "The Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a
shout," did he not refer to the event
spoken of by the prophet when the
prophet said, "Behold, the Lord
your God shall come ?" Unquestion-
ably. When he said, "The dead in
Christ shall rise," was it not but
giving a concrete shape to the glorious
announcement of the prophet that the
Lord God would " swallow up death
in victory?" Doubtless. Therefore
"Comfort one another with these
words" may, by Paul's authority, be
written against all those things which,
he says (Kom. xv. 4), were written
aforetime that we through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might
have hope.

This is the comfort wherewith we
are comforted of God. From lying
comforts we turn away. Such is that
in which a friend wrote, " Into that
< happy land, far, far away,' I feel
assured John Thomas has entered, and
is safely enfolded in the Saviour's
loving arms!" The answer to this
is what was written in s-ubstance as
follows :—" I would rather accept the
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visitation in all its unqualified bitter-
ness than listen to consolation which
is fabulous in its foundation, and
gives the lie to God. Our boy is dead.
He has fallen before the law of sin and
death, to which all are alike exposed.
To say he is in a happy land when we
have him with us dead in our closet is
to play with facts. The fact of his
death is bitter indeed ; but whenever
was a curse sweet ? Sin reigns yet
unto death. I know that God's
purpose will at the last prevail, and
that the very trace of sorrow will be
blotted out with death itself in the day
when the earth shall be finally filled
with the glory of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea. We may not
see the relation of all the incidents
of our sorrow to this blessed con-
summation ; but knowing that the
working out of the plan is in unerring
hands, we can accept all in confidence,
and drink even the bitter cup in
resignation. God gave in His good-
ness, and has taken away in His
wisdom. There is no ground of
complaint against Him. We loved the
beautiful work of His hand, and
thought to fit it for His higher
purpose. But He knew better than
we. He who has taken can give

i again if he sees fit. We are fain to
say with Martha, " Lord, if Thou
hadst been here, our beloved had not
died," and fain to think that He who
quenched a widow's grief at Nain by
restoring a dead son, could again
glorify his name by reproducing a
form of life full of promise for
spiritual development in the kingdom.
But we dare not presume on even this.
The lie of Christendom we reject.
Hope for the future we have. We
take the rod of this affliction in faith

that it was needed, and that all will
eventuate for His glory and the joy of
His chosen. We refuse to be com-
forted with a lie.

More striking though not more
truly of the order of lying comforts,
is the following: " That bright boy,
the joy of your hearts—that promising
little soul, John Thomas—has gone—
to where ? Here, my dear friends,
I am indeed sorry we take issue. I
wish, with all my heart, your faith
and experience were even as mine.
Deem not my sayings idle words. I
know he lives. That bright spirit
whose look has often gladdened your
hearts is simply evolved from its
tenement of clay ; and having cast
its shell, like the beautiful butterfly,
has taken to itself wings, and is
now basking in the sunshine of the
bright summer land. It is no false
consolation I offer you. ' A sparrow
cannot fall without the Father,' you
say. True; and do you think the
all-good and the all-loving Father
has permitted such a gem as yours to
fall without hope or possibility of
recovery, or even raising him up
again ? Oh, if it were true, I would
not own or recognise such a Father.
I should like to know what good,
from your stand-point, can result from
such a catastrophe as this ? We are
grieved for you. We truly sympa-
thise with you. We hope the day
may soon come when Christadelphian
dogmas will be swept away, and
superseded by the glorious realities
of spiritual knowledge."

This is the mere language of the
carnal mind in rebellion against the
Creator, whose ways it would measure
by its little feelings and conceptions,
forgetting that God is the author of
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all, and that we are but as the
clay in the potter's hands, with no
more right to criticise or complain.
If the writer's arguments were sound,
there ought to be no evil at all; but
evil there is, and it is of the Lord.—
(Isaiah xlv. 7.) None can stay his
hand or say, What doest thou ?
Goodness will come at last; but only
of His sort and in His way. Myriad
forms of beauty bloom and perish.
They are but the blossoms of his
power: all beauty is latent in Him.
He could multiply them a million-
fold, yea, and beyond. Are we, to say
that because he permits one to appear,
he is bound to give it immortality ?
He is bound to do nothing. He doeth
all things according to the counsel of
His own will, and His will, in this
matter, is that understanding and
obedience in Christ shall be the basis
of immortality, and not mere creature
beauty, which is no more to him than
the exquisite patterns of the snow-
flake seen under the microscope, or
the brilliant hues of the peacock's
plumage. "He taketh not pleasure in
the ^strength of a horse: he delighteth
not in the legs of a man." These are
but transient forms of his eternal
power. The permanent forms are to
be based on intelligent submission.
The carnal mind rebels against this,
and revels in false consolations which
are but the dreams of its own
propensities. But it is bootless.
God reigns and not man. His purpose
will prevail when the clods of the
valley shall have claimed their living
kindred in all the earth. Christ is the
key and the solution of the whole
problem. " In him dwelleth all the
treasures of riches and knowledge:
and this I say lest any man beguile

you through philosophy and vain
deceit." To him has power over all
flesh been given, that he might give
eternal life to as many as the Father
has given him (John xvii. 3) ; and for
none other is " summer land," or any
other land (except the land of
darkness and the shadow of death) in
store. The denial of death for the
dead is the great falsehood of the day,
which falsifies the gospel in its first
element. Enlightened humility recog-
nises the reign of death as the great
fact of the situation, and accepts with
thanksgiving the blessed hope of the
gospel of Christ, that they who
believe in him shall not perish but be
raised up again at his appearing and
his kingdom. Hardship in the opera-
tion of this rule they cannot admit,
for hardship is a thing that can only
be conceived of as between one
human being and another. Hath
not the potter power over the clay ?

The following are specimens from
many letters of the spirit in which
such afflictions are to be received:

Edinburgh, 25th November, 1872.
MY DEAR JANE.—I received the note on

Saturday night with the sad news of the
death of your darling boy John Thomas, the
flower of the family, with a sad heart. I do
truly sympathise with you in the loss of such
a son. Since I came home from Birmingham
I had often been thinking of him, what a
noble frame-work he possessed, and the
mental seemed to be in advance of the
physical; and that if spared a few years, he
must develop a character far above the
ordinary lot of mortals, but alas, God's ways
are not as our ways, nor His thoughts as
our thoughts. We must bring our mind to
acquiesce in the arrangements of infinite
wisdom which cannot err, but does all things
well. His place at the breakfast table where
he used to sit at his father's right hand will
now be vacant; but this is the finger of God
who worketh in the armies of heaven and
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among the inhabitants of this earth according
to the counsels of His own will, and gives no
account of His will to any. I hope the rest
of the family will be spared to be a blessing
to you and to one another. When trials,
afflictions, and bereavements are crushing
our spirits, we should endeavour to say like
the Psalmist, " 0 my soul, return unto God,
He is thy quiet rest; this word of Thine my
comfort is in mine affliction, for in my straits
I am revived by this Thy word alone."

Your affectionate father,
ROBERT NORRIE.

Maldon, November 2Wi, 1872.
DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER ROBERTS.

—We all sympathise with you in your
grief which we have no doubt is great. Our
prayer is that you may both be supported
under the loss of so dear a child.
Truth is so different to fables of the
day in which we live. We cannot administer
the consolation so common under such
circumstances, but we do believe that all
things work together for good to a certain
class. H oping that you may be able to lay
hold of that comfort that the word of God
offers to all the called according to His
purpose, and if you cannot at this time see
where this will work with other things for
His glory and your good, yet believing Him
faithfully, you will be able to say, Blessed be
the name of the Lord.—From yours in
sympathy and love, D. HANDLEY.

Sale, November 23rd, 1872.
OUR VERY DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER.

—How can I express to you our deep
sympathy in this severe trial. Would indeed
we were near you to show it; but though
"absent in body, we are present in spirit,"
and would fain help you to bear this crushing
blow.

We must not forget in times like these
that our Father is full of compassion and
tender mercy. He will strengthen those he
considers worthy of trial, not leaving us
after chastening us almost beyond our feeble
strength, but will gently draw us nearer to
Himself, and heal, as He only can, the
wounds inflicted in love.

It is hard to realise the fact of the bright
bonnie boy, so short a time since, full of life
and vigour, now smitten by our greatest
enemy. Thanks be to our God and Father,
who will give us the victory at last, and fill

our cup with sweet joy too great now to
conceive. May He be your strong support
and comfort in this dark hour of need.
Praying with you that this time of sorrow
and sighing may soon indeed be made to flee
away before the presence of the Sun of
Righteousness, who shall arise with healing
in his beams. The whole circle join with me
in sympathy and love.—Your affectionate
sister in the blessed hope,

MARY BIRKENHEAD.

London, November 2'Srd, 1872.
DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER ROBERTS.

—Your circular notice of your dear boy's
death just to hand. It must be a very
unlooked for and crushing blow to you.
What can we say to comfort you? This
beautiful flower blighted and gone in a
few hours, like Jonah's gourd. Well, the
same hand did it and the same care is
watching the effect in tender love, and will
comfort in the end. Such a disease laying
hold of such a physically developed
child as your late John Thomas, it is not
surprising it did its fatal work rapidly on
him. I sincerely hope the two little girls
will pull through and be spared, and you
know this wish and prayer will ascend from
many affectionate hearts to one loving
Father in heaven. May you both be able to
say, "Thy will be done," and have the
deep and solid comfort this acquiescence will
bring when the trial is over. And in sym-
pathy of the one family and hope of life
when trial is over, I remain, yours
faithfully, THOMAS BOSHER.

Edinburgh, 26th November, 1872.
MY DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER

ROBERTS.—We desire to sympathise with
you in your sore bereavement. We feel as
if silence would be more consoling than
words. Still we cannot refrain from saying
a few words, believing that it will be some
little' comfort, the knowledge that your
brethren and sisters in the Lord are feeling
with you in your heavy affliction—an
affliction which time may deaden but not
heal, for every recollection of the noble
looking little boy will bring back the sore
feeling of the heart. Dear brother and
sister, do not try to repress your sorrow just
now. Let it have its way. Our weak
human nature is not able at all times to
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control our feelings. There is good in weeping.
Our Lord displayed like feelings at the
death of his friend, and he felt what he
expressed by weeping. He knew the end,
the future glory, but that did not shut out
the present, nor stop the flow of human love
and sympathy. You both know the future
glory and your hearts are set on attaining it.
But the present has to be endured and much
of it is weeping, for sin and death reign,
making us often to groan and cry for
the deliverer. Our human affections are
often sorely cut and lacerated, but we have
the consolation of the future and also of the
sympathy of our Lord who has experienced
the same feelings. I shall not trouble you
with more, but remember you both in our
prayers, that you may be strengthened and
comforted in this great sorrow.—Your
affectionate brother and sister in hope of
speedy release from death-power,

CHARLES AND CATHERINE SMITH.

Wisbeach, November 2Zrd, 1872.
DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER IN CHRIST.

—It was with grief that I read the notice of
your sad loss. Be assured of my deep
sympathy in this your affliction. May the
loving Father, who chastens every son whom
He receiveth, give you strength to bear the
blow in that spirit of true submission which
is born of faith.

I am such a mere child in the truth that it
would seem presumptuous in me to quote
words for your comfort, the sense and appro-
priateness of which you know so much better
than I, and yet I could think of nothing half
so soothing to say to my elder brother and
sister as, Let us remember what the spirit says
of our Father, that " He doth not willingly
afflict," and again that, "Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear Him. For He hnoweth our frame,
He remembereth that we are but dust."

If the sorrow have the effect of making us
long more earnestly for the time when there
shall be no more death, of making us more
careful to " keep our garments " unspotted
that we may be worthy to enter upon that
deathless state, it will be well.

It seems to me that exactly in proportion
to the delight we take in striving to do the
commands of Jehovah, should we be able to
take the comfort of the promises; and such
as " seek for immortality" by spending their

lives in the cause of Truth as you do, should
be able to draw the sweetest comfort from the
Spirit's descriptions by Isaiah, Ezekiel, &c,
and in the Revelation of John, of that glorious
time when "sorrow and sighing shall flee
away."

Let us take heart, for if Paul in his day
could say, " Yet a little while and He that
shall come, will come, and will not tarry"
how much more can we a thousand years
after Paul. May the God of all comfort and
consolation strengthen our hearts, increase
our faith, make us more watchful, more
zealous, more patient and in every way more
ready to receive our king.

With sincere affection and praying that
we may not have long to wait for the
glorious appearing of our elder brother, I
am, your sympathising sister,

SARAH MARY RODGERS.

Huddersfield, November, 1872.
DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER ROBERTS.

—It is a sore, sore trial for you to say
" Amen" to our Father's dealings with you
at present. My heart bled as soon as I saw
the letter with the sad news, and all I can
now say is that my prayer ascends with
yours to the throne of grace for the speedy
coming of the time when the curse shall end
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

I trust your other darlings are well. My
warmest love and most sincere sympathy are
with you both, and may the God of all
comfort, " who comforteth us in all our
tribulations," be with you to strengthen and
support. Jessie desires me to express her
sympathy, and I am, in the blessed hope,

Very affectionately, your sister,
MARGARET FRASER.

Zlanelly, November 2Uh, 1872.
DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER. — Your

communication of yesterday has filled our
hearts with deep sorrow on your account, and
we earnestly pray that you may be comforted
and strengthened to bear the heavy burden
which has fallen to your lot. "Like as a
father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him." May that/#<?£
enable you to endure what (personally) I
consider the heaviest trial a Christadelphian
can have, for the reason that it is sorrow
without hope. May the rest of your dear
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family be preserved from that "fatal disease,"
and yourselves experience all the strength
and consolation you so much need, is the
earnest desire of, Yours affectionately in the
blessed hope (for self and brethren),

E. S. EVANS.

Northenden Road, Sale, Nov. 30, 1872.
MY DEAR BROTHER ROBERTS.—I

scarcely know what to say to express the
deep sympathy we feel for you in the
overwhelming sorrow that has come upon
you. We feel as though anything that
might be said would be so utterly out of
proportion to your distress, that it would be
almost a mockery to say it. The heart
knows its own sorrow best. Yet it must be
some little relief for you to know that many
true hearts are sharing your grief, and
yearning to do or say something to mitigate
the pain that rends your own heart. Were
it not for the comfort afforded by the truth,
your sorrow would be less bearable than it
is; and it is a matter of thankfulness that
you can say, " The Lord giveth and the Lord
taketh away; blessed be the name of the
Lord."

I could not realise for a time the distressing
fact that the bright little fellow who had
prattled so pleasantly to me when I sat in
your parlour was no more, and that I might
never see his merry face and bright intelli-
gent eyes again. I have never forgotten him.
When I looked back to my brief stay with
you, I have always thought of him as a
child of unusual promise, and likely, from
his training, to be of great service to the
truth. Well, all that is over now, and
cannot be otherwise. My dear brother, may
He who giveth power to the faint, strengthen
your heart and the heart of your suffering
sister wife, and help you both to bear this
heavy blow with true resignation and
fortitude. There is a wise purpose in the
bereavement, a hidden blessing in the dark
cloud ; and in the bright future, all will be
plain, and you will bless the unerring hand
that led you by a way you knew not.

May the God of all comfort bless you with
all you need, and preserve you unto His
everlasting kingdom.—Truly yours, in that
blessed hope, EDMUND CORKILL.

Zeithy November 24th, 1872.
DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER.—We

received your notice last night containing
the sad intelligence of the death of your
dear son, John Thomas. We deeply sympa-
thise with you in your loss of such a noble
and promising child. We can scarcely
realise it. You will feel it much we know ;
but may we be at all times resigned to the
will of Him who maketh all things work
together for good to those who love God and
hope in His^goodness. May He alone comfort
you with the sure hope of an abundant
entrance into His glorious kingdom, is the
prayer of your loving and sympathising
brother and sister, D. AND A. ROBERTS.

St. Seller, Jersey, Nov. 27, 1872.
DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER ROBERTS.—

The deeply black-bordered envelope told me,
ere I opened your communication, that
another member of our circle had passed
away. I thought perhaps one who had
long been ailing, and read with equal
surprise and regret of the death of your
dear boy, John Thomas. He was such a
handsome, engaging child, so bright and
intelligent too. I admired the little fellow
exceedingly, and fancied he would realise
the promise of his infancy.

It must, indeed, have been a severe trial
to you to part from him, and hard to say
" Thy will be done ;" but we know that all
things work together for good to them that
love God. Amid the evils and sorrows of
the present state, our hearts can only be
sustained and cheered by resting on the
promises of the Word, and looking onward
to that glorious future which the light of
the prophetic Scriptures encourages us to
hope and to believe is at hand.

With warmest love and sympathy, I am,
in the bonds of the gospel, very sincerely
and affectionately yours, M. A. HAYES.

London, Nov. 26, 1872.
DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER ROBERTS.—

I was indeed very sorry to hear of your loss
in the death of your little boy, whom I
remember seeing last August. I think the
greatest consolation we can have in the
present life for the loss of those who die out
of Christ, is the thought that, though very
painful now, it will not be so in the future ;
as the swallowing up in spirit will take
away all regrets and feelings of every sort
based simply on the flesh, and enable us to
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rejoice only in that which is connected with
the purposes of God, and in the society of
those who are co-workers with Christ. I
trust you may both be able to find consolation
in this thought under this affliction, and in
the signs that that time is not far off, and
that we shall soon be permitted to enter
the city which will contain the bread of life,
and into which neither death nor sorrow will
ever enter.—Yours in sorrow and in joy,

A. ANDREW.

London, November 23rd, 1872.
DEAR BROTHER ROBERTS.—We were

very much surprised to receive your circular
this morning announcing the death of Johjn

Thomas. Accept the heartfelt sympathy of
our household in this heavy and unexpected
calamity. It reminds us that we are in a
world infected with a curse, and makes us
long for that time when the garment of
praise will succeed the spirit of heaviness.

It is an illustration of the fact that all our
hopes pertaining to this life are liable to be
dashed to the ground. The only hope of certain
realisation is that which centres itself in
Jesus Christ, and in relation to ourselves, this
depends on our being steadfast to it.

Praying that your sister-wife and self may
be supported in all your labours and trials,
and ultimately be anointed with the oil of
eternal joy—I, am, Yours fraternally, waiting
for daybreak, J. J. ANDREW.

SUNDAY MOKNING AT TEE CHKISTADELPHIAN SYNAGOGUE,

BIEMINGHAM, No. 40.

1 Exhort one another daily."—PAUL.

ASSEMBLED at this appointed weekly
memorial of the breaking of bread, we
are met around the only source of true
comfort there is for the perishing sons of
men. There is no other hope than Christ.
Men may indulge in leautiful anticipations
apart from him. They may paint to
themselves bright visions of glory to
come, lovely pictures of "cloudless sum-
merlands,"celestial worlds of progress, joy,
friendship, perfection, in accordance with
what may be their conceptions of what is
desirable. But, apart from God's purpose
in Christ, these are but the revels of the
imagination —hopes that will never come to
pass — expectations that will be extinguished
in the quietness and darkness of the grave.
In the proper sense of the term, such
hopes are no hopes : they are delusions as
baseless as the Indian's dream of kunting
grounds in " spirit land."

The truth has taught us what men to be
wise must recognise, but are most unwilling
to learn—that in the state of nature, we
are totally without hope or comfort ; that

sin reigns unto death in every member of
the human family ; that judgment bath
passed upon all men unto condemnation,
and that in Christ alone can men be
justified unto life eternal. We are by
nature the children of wrath. We are
born into a state of sin and under con-
demnation. We are made subject to
vanity, though not willingly. We find
ourselves mortal in spite of all aspirations
after a higher state. We are feeble and
corruptible, in spite of lingering traces of
a god-like type and angelic powers of
mind. Our abhorrence of death and our
tenacious clinging to life, do not for a
moment stay our progress towards the end
of all living ; mingle our bones with
mother earth we must, love and study as
we may. In Adam we are in the grip of
an irrevocable destiny which makes us
strangers in creation. We cannot con-
template the works of God as ours in any
sense. The azure vault of heaven, with
its resplendent sun in the daytime and the
shining host at night, are magnificent; but
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not for us, for they fill the a^es, while we
flutter, like the morning insect, for a few
moments, and are gone for ever. The
broad and smiling face of the earth, with its
countless beauties of land and water, in
" ocean depths and spreading wood," is a
thing of beauty and a joy for ever ; but
not to such as we—dust and ashes, whose
days upon earth are as a shadow, and there
is none abiding. We raise our eyes to the
measureless immensity of the splendid
universe around, and think of the Ineffable
Being whose power, and wisdom, and love
have evolved and sustain them all. But
we biive to confess, as natural men, we
have no acquaintance with Him. We are
far from Him : we have no relation to
Him higher than the other works of His
power—menials in His great house—here
but a short time, unlike the Son who
abideth ever.

In this unutterable orphanage which we
inherit in Adam—in the consuming dreari-
ness of our abortive being, what joy sur-
rounds this table! What blessedness
belongs to the people who know the joyful
sound which those symbols represent.
They shall walk, O Lord, in the light of
thy countenance ! Behold what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us
that we should be called the sons of God !
No longer mere creatures, nor even servants,
but sons — elevated to the highest friend-
ship with the Great Intelligence of the
Universe—brought into fellowship with
the Eternal Power and wisdom which
holds all things in the hollow of His hand !
This is, indeed, a greater privilege than we
at all times realise : yet it is simply what
the heavenly calling means.

Jesus stands before us in the breaking of
bread as the impersonation of this glory.
He is the intelligence and love of the im-
measurable Father focalised in a man, so
to speak ; reduced to a compass in which
we can see and feel the grasp of love. Our
fellowship is with the Father and His
Son, but with the Father through the Son,
in whom the Father comes nigh to us. The
Son is the means and the pledge of the
Eternal Father's friendship towards the

children of men. God in him comes near,
reconciling the world unto Himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them. Oh,
what unmeasured blessedness which our
dull eyes so ieebly see. In him dwelleth
all the treasures of wisdom, and know-
ledge. In him dwelleth all the fulness of
the Godhead bodily. To him is given a
name above every name; angels and princi-
palities, and powers being made subject
unto him. To him has been confided all
power in heaven and in earth, that as the
Father raiseth up the dead and quickeneth
them, even so the Son also quickeneth
whom he will, and will release from death's
cold grip all hearts attuned to his praise.

We have not seen him, but, blessed be
God, we believe in him, and love him, and
repose in him with a joy which in its ulti-
mate realisation, is unspeakable and full of
glory. Having heard of him, we stand in
him. Though we have heard no voice
from heaven, we are where the apostolic
work has placed us. The apostles preached,
and we believe through their word; and are
seeking now, in obedience, to work out our
own salvation with fear and tremhling. As
such, we have been the subject of the
Lord's petition to his Father, wherein he
said, *• Neither pray I for these alone (the
eleven), but for them also who shall believe
on me through their words."

And now what wait we for ? For his
return : his re-appearing in power and
great glory. Blessed hope ! We look for
it : we love it : we pray for i t : we live
for it. The gospel has called us to it.
Before we knew the gospel, we were content
with the husks that the swine do eat. We
were satisfied with the eating and drinking,
buying and selling, marrying and giving in
marriage, of this animal existence which
has occupied the world of the ungodly for
thousands of years. We were ignorant of
the unsearchable riches of Christ. Our eye
had not seen, neither our ears heard, nor
had it entered into our hearts to conceive
what God hath prepared for them that love
him. We were engrossed with the cares of
the riches and the pleasures of this life.
But now we have turned from these vani-
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ties to know the greatness of sonship to
God, brotherhood to Christ, and heirship
of the glory to be revealed. We strive to
harmonise the life we live in the flesh with
this faith of the Son of God. We seek to
be followers of God, walking in love and
purity as becometh saints, and in sobriety
as those that have learnt the solemn j udg-
ments of God, which are far above, out of
the sight of the foolish.

Yet mourn we sore as doves. We walk
by faith and not by sight ; and as the Son
of God was a man of sorrows, so it is with
his brethren, who are now in the sorrows of
their probation. Sight is all against us.
All things continue as they were from the
beginning. Vile men are exalted on every
side. God speaks not, and men say,
" Where is the promise of his coming ? "
Yet faith has its strong foundations, to
which we cling. We see the Jews scat-
tered; their land in desolation : God's
purpose among the nations carried out. In
existing facts, institutions, and traditions,
we have evidence of Christ's resurrection
and first-century work, and in that marvel
of literary compositions, the Bible, we have
the highest tower of strength, an impreg-
nable fortress, from whose walls the
assaulting foe has ever been dashed to
destruction among the rocks beneath.
Though, therefore, all is night, and the
wicked triumph, and the hope of the
righteous is mocked, we hold on, looking
for the light, watching for the day-break,
waiting for the shadows to flee away at the
sun rising—" looking for his appearing."

The grave-yards fill, and the generations
rush on, and the tale of vanity is told in a
thousand mocking tones of woe. We hear
an apostle say, " Ye have need of patience."
In sweating endurance, we say "Yes ;
tho' spoken to the persecuted of the first
century, it is no less applicable to the
watchers of the nineteenth ; who, amid
a wide-spread travailing in pain, groan
withiu themselves, waiting for the adop-
tion." We hear another say, " Cast not
away your confidence, which hath great
recompense of reward ;" and we may say,

"Amen! Come Lord Jesus, come quickly Vr

And our sighs, and struggles, and prayers
are not unheeded on high. Have we not
a Father who pitieth his children, and
guides their conflict with appointed travail,
that they may be partakers of His holiness,
which they could never know without the
bitter cup ? Have we not an high priest
who is touched with the feeling of our in-
firmity, and whose messages to the seven
churches show that he watches and regu-
lates the affairs of his chosen ? Yes, yes .
Our privileges are greater than we at all
times remember. Our position is more
blessed than weak nature will suffer us to
realise. We see through a glass darkly.
We yearn for the day of seeing him face to
face. We know that when he shall appear,
we shall see him as he is.

Blessed words ! This is what we agonise
for—

As a woman counts the days
Till her absent lord she see;
Waits and watches, weeps and prays,
So, dear Lord, we do for thee 1

We hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness. We long to hear the high priest
come forth and pronounce our iniquity
pardoned. We sigh to be delivered from
this corruptible in which we groan,
being burdened. We cry and lament for
the prevailing abominations. We crave to
taste of purity and power, and joy and im-
mortality. We look for and hasten unto
the day of the Lord, when tears shall be
wiped from all faces, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away. We pray for tho
earth's deliverance from its present misuse
and prostitution. We cry that the wicked-
ness of the wicked may come to an end,
and the just be established, and the earth
be filled with the glory of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea. We yearn to drink
of Jehovah's gladness in the presence of
His glorious Son. We have heard the
Shepherd's voice, but like bleating lambs
on the mountains, we seek him from hill to>
hill in vain, earnestly desiring we may .see
his face and receive the comfort of his
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arms. We are dying in the intensity of
our desire to bathe in the pure joy of his
glorious countenance, as the sun shining in
his strength. We long to join in the
anthem of his glorious praise, with his
risen and perfected friends, knowing him
as we are known, seeing him as we are
seen, delivered from the burden of groan-
ings that cannot be uttered, emancipated
from the stammering tongue and musicless
perishing voice, glorified with the power,
and freedom, and strength, and beauty of
the angels ; our vile body changed and
made like to the glorious body of our
blessed and beloved Christ. " Blessing
and honour, and glory, and power, and
strength, and dominion, and might, and
praise be ascribed unto our God and unto
the Lamb for ever and ever."

We have long pined in this gloomy
wilderness, where the wolves howl and
tempests roar with might—a dry and
parched land, wherein there is no water.

Our flesh longs ; our soul panteth after
thee, O God. When shall we come unto
the courts of our God ? We have no
rest. We have no continuing city. We
seek one to come—the city of our God, of
which the Lord God and the Lamb are the
light thereof. We are strangers and
pilgrims as all the fathers were. Our eyes
run down with tears ; our hearts fail for
the waiting of the morning. We are sore
broken in this place of dragons. We wait
for the Lord. We remember his presence
on earth 1800 years ago. He said, "Do
this in remembrance of me." We obey
his command. We lift our hearts in grati-
tude to him in heaven, and strive in
patience to wait all the days of our ap-
pointed time, as the bride making our-
selves ready, hoping soon to hear the
silence of the night broken with the glad-
some announcement : " The Lord is
come!" EDITOR.

THINGS NEW AND OLD FEOM THE TKEASUKES OP THE SPIEIT.

BY IT. R. SHUTTLEWORTII.

REFERENCE TABLET NO. 28.

LIVING EPISTLES,
Or Things Apostolically commended in the

Brethren and Sisters.
T H E Colossian brethren were commended
for the "steadfastness of their faith in
Christ," for their " love to all the saints,"
and for their " order."

The Thessalonians were commended for
their " work of faith and labour of love,
and patience of hope in the Lord Jesus."
Also in respect of following Paul and
the Lord, and receiving the word in much
affliction and joy, and in sounding-out the
word of the Lord, and in turning to God
from idols, and waiting for His Son from
heaven, in these things they were com-
mended as ensamples to all who believed
in Macedonia and Achaia.

Again a second time, the Thessalonian
brethren were commended "that their
faith grew exceedingly;" that their

charity towards each other abounded,
and for their patience and faith in persecu-
tion and affliction.

Timothy was commended for his " un-
feigned faith,' which dwelt first in his
grandmother Lois, and his mother Eunice,
also, that it was natural to him to care for
the brethren.—(Phil. ii. 20; 2 Tim. i, 5.)

Philemon was commended for his re-
freshing love and faith towards the Lord
Jesus and all the saints.

The children of the elect lady were
commended for walking in the truth.

The beloved Gaius was commended
for the truth that was in him, and for his
walk in the truth, and for that he did
faithfully whatsoever he did to brethren
and to strangers.

Brother Demetrius was commended that
he had good report of all men, and of the
truth itself.—(John iii. 12.)

The brethren at Philippi were com-
mended in that they ministered, once and
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again to the necessity of Paul.—(Phil. iv.
16)

Tychicus was commended as a beloved
brother and faithful minister in the
Lord.—(Eph. vi. 21.)

The brethren at Corinth were commended
for their forwardness to minister to the
saints, arid for their zeal, which had pro-
voked very many to do likewise—(2 Cor.
ix. 12.) They were also approved for
their obedience, and for that they all "had
refreshed the spirit of Titus, and that they
abounded in faith, utterance, knowledge,
diligence, and love.—(2 Cor. viii. 7.)

ri he Macedonian brethren were com-
mended for the riches of their liberality
and willingness to minister to the necessi-
ties of the saints.

The house of Stephanas was commended
for that it addicted itself to the ministry
of the saints.—(1 Cor. xvi. 15.)

The Corinthian brethren were praised,
in that they remembered Paul and kept
the ordinances which he had delivered to
them.

Sister Phoebe was commended for that
she was a servant of the ecclesia at
Cenchrea, and a succourer of many.—
(Rom. xvi. ].)

Sisters Priscilla and Aquila were com-
mended for that they had laid down their
own necks on behalf of Paul.—(Rom.
xvi. 4.)

lister Mary was commended for that she
bestowed much labour on Paul and his co-
workers.

Brethren Tryphena, Tryphosa, and Persis
were commended for their labour in the
Lord.

The Ephcsian brethren were commended
for their works, labour, and patience, and
that they had not fainted.—(Rev. ii. 2.)

The Smyrnian brethren were commended
for richness of faith under circumstances
of tribulation and poverty. —(Rev. ii. 9 )

The brethren in Pergamos were com-
mended in that amidst adverse circum-
stances they had not denied the faith
of Christ, but still held fast to his name.

The brethren in Thyatira approved
themselves in works, charity, service, faith,
and patience.

A few brethren were commended in
Sardis as not having defiled their garments.
— (Rev. iii. 4.)

The ecclesia in Philadelphia was com-
mended for that it had kept the word and
patience of Christ, and had not denied his
name.—(Rev. iii. 8.)

Happy they who now so order their walk
and conversation as to secure the final

approval of him whose favour is life for
evermore.

REFERENCE TABLET, NO. 29.

UNGODLINESS ;
Or, Things Apostolically condemned and

rebuked in Brethren and Sisters.
Philosophy based upon human tradition

and the rudiments of the world. —(Col.
ii 8.)

Disorderliness, busybodying, and idle-
ness.—(2 Thess iii. 11.)

A greedy love of filthy lucre, brawling,
slander, double-tonguedness, much wine,
forbidding marriage, and commanding to
abstain from meats.—(\ Tim. iii. 4.)

Questions and strifes of words, profane
and vain babblings, and oppositions of
science, falsely so called. —(1 Tim. vi.)

Youthful lusts, foolish and unlearned
questions, disobedience to parents, incon-
tinence, pride, love of pleasure, false
accusation, implacability, love of this
present world.— (2 Tim. iii. 4.)

Unrulyness, vain talk, lying, deception,
brutishness, laziness, genealogical conten-
tions, strivings about the law, and heresy.
— (Tit. i. 2)

Double-mindedness, filthiness, naughti-
ness, an unbridled tongue, partiality,
respect to persons, despising of the poor,
want of brotherly sympathy, envy, lust-
fulness, unholy laughter, impurity of heart,
wantonness, Godlessness —(James.)

The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life—(John ii 16.)

Outward adorning, plaiting the hair,
putting on of apparel, wearing of gold,
lasciviousness, re veilings, banquetings, and
idolatries."—(1 Pet. iii. 4.)

Selfwill, presumption, despising re-
straint, speaking evil of dignities, and
uncleanliness. —(2 Pet. ii.)

Hating a brother, empty sympathy,
prating against apostles, bidding a
transgressor God speed.—(1 John iii.;
2 John.)

Schism, fornication, malice, drunken-
ness, extortion, railing, unrighteousness,
adultery, effeminacy, and dishonesty.—
(1 Cor.)

Craftiness, unequal yokings, fiithiness
of the flesh and spirit, debates, wrath,
backbitings, whisperings, and tumults.—
(2 Cor.)

Murder, malignity, boasting, carnality,
covenant breaking, inventing evil, vani y,
cursing, bitterness, gainsaying, insubordi-
nation, self-conceit, greediness, rioting,
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dissimulation, and vengeance.—(Rom. i.;
iii. 12 )

Lukewarmness, blasphemy, spiritual
fornication, and self-righteousness.—(Rev.
ii. 3 )

The observing of days, months, times,
and years, witchcraft, variance, emulations,
and sedition.—(Gal. iv. 5.)

Foolish talking, jesting, coretousness,
corrupt communications, fellowship with
the works of darkness, threatening, eye
service, men pleasing, provocation, and
stealing.—(Eph. iv. 5, 6.)

REFERENCE TABLET NO. 30.

JESUS CHRIST.

It is a much greater honour to suffer
with Christ than to reign with the
mightiest potentate of the earth.

Christ fulfilled one part of the prophets
in being made a sacrifice; the Jews
fulfilled another part in putting him to
death.

Jesus Christ was the manifestation of
the "Eternal Spirit" and the "Eternal
Life" which was with the Father.—
(1 John i. 2; Heb. ix. 14.)

A Christlike disposition is as indis-
pensable a feature of true saintship as a
Christlike faith

Jesus Christ is the mediator, the life,
and the " heir of all things," pertaining
to the new covenant.

God has made a gift of the world to His
Son and placed its destinies in his hands.

The words of Christ are the words of
God ; the Spirit of Christ is the Spirit of
God; the power of Christ is the power of
God; the glory of Christ is the glory of
God; the works of Christ are the works
of God; the kingdom of Christ is the
kingdom of God; the Son can do nothing
of himself.

The brethren of Christ are the gift of
a loving Father to an obedient Son.

The Father of Jesus Christ is God; his
mother, and brethren, and sisters, are those
who do his Father's will.

Jesus Christ is greater than Abraham
(John viii. 58), greater than Noah (1 Pet.
xviii. 20), greater than Moses (Heb. iii. 5,
6), greater than the prophets (1 Pet. i 10-
J2), greater than David (Matt. xxii. 44-5),
greater than Solomon (Matt. xii. 42),
greater than Jonah (Matt. xii. 41), and
greater than John the Baptist.—(Matt,
iii. 11.)

Jesus Christ is God's " treasure house "

of good things laid up for those amongst
the sons of men who love and fear his
name."—(Col. ii. 3.)

Jesus Christ is the antitype of Adam,
Melchizedec, Isaac, Joseph,* Noah, Moses,
Aaron, Joshua, Zadock, David, Solomon,
and Cyrus.

It is exclusively the prerogative of Jesus
Christ to raise the dead, judge the world,
bestow immortality on the faithful, give
peace to the earth,'rest to the saints, and a
righteous administration of power and
goodness and wisdom to all the nations.

Jesus is the Lord of the dead and the
Lord of the living (Rom. xiv. 9), the Lord
of glory (1 Cor. ii. 8), the Lord of the
Sabbath (Mark ii. 8), the L^rd from
heaven (1 Cor. xv. 47), the Lord of lords
(Rev. xvii. 14), the Lord of David (Matt.
xxii. 43), the Lord and Saviour of his
brethren (Tit. i. 4), and the Lord of all.—
(Acts x. 36.)

REFERENCE TABLET NO. 31.

GUIDE-POSTS TO THE KINGDOM.
This is the way, walk ye in it.

Mark x. 15 : This teaches that to enter
into the kingdom it is needful to receive the
kingdom of God with the unsophisticated
faith and simplicity of a little child.

Acts xiv. 22 : This Scripture tells us
that the way into the kingdom is through
much tribulation.

Col i. 23:" Here we are told that, in
order to make our calling and election to
the kingdom sure, it will be necessary
to continue in the faith, grounded and
settled, and not to be moved away from
the hope of the gospel.—(2 Pet. i l l . )

Jas ii. 5 : Shews that the class admitted
to the privileges of heirship are the poor
of this worid, rich in faith and love towards
God.

John iii. 3 : Teaches that those who
aspire to the kingdom of God must be born
again.

1 Cor. vi. 9 : Shews that righteousness
of an high order is indispensable to the
attainment of the kingdom.

2 Thes. i. 5 : Indicates that candidates
for the kingdom will only be admitted
upon the principle of being found worthy.

Psalm xxiv informs us that those who
would ascend into the hill of Jehovah, must
have clean hands and a pure heart, and
that they must not have lifted up their soul
to vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.
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Matt, v, 1-12, notices us that the blessed
inheritors of the kingdom will be made up
of the meek, the merciful, the peace-

makers, the persecuted, those who mourn,
and. those who hunger and thirst after
righteousness.

OUR WARFARE,
IN WHICH ATTACKS UPON THE TRUTH,

From whatever quarter,

ARE MET AND REPELLED.

" Casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God,"

"ERRORS OF ANNIHILATIONISTS/

CHAPTER V.—FUNCTIONS AND RELATIONSHIP OF SOUL AND SPIRIT.

HEREIN, Mr. Grant seeks to introduce a
"new and beautiful harmony" in the
teaching and phraseology of Scripture as to
the constitution of man. " New" it certainly
is, for which orthodox believers will hardly
thank him; "beautiful" it cannot be, for a
thing to be beautiful must exist, which Mr.
Grant's " harmony" does not, except in his
own imagination, as we shall see.

The newness of it lies in this, that he
teaches the existence of "two separate
entities in the compound nature of man"—
the soul and the spirit. The spirit is " the
higher part," the seat of the intelligence
and judgment; the soul, the lower, giving
affection, desire, appetite, &c, and forming
the connecting link between the spirit and
the body." " Two separate entities" must
be two separable entities. Hence we have
the idea of a double existence in death, or
two surviving personalities when the body
has mouldered to dust; unless (as is
probable) Mr. Grant means us to understand
that the soul dies with the body, and that
the spirit alone is immortal. In either case,
we have a new theory—either that the soul
is not immortal, or that man has two spiritual
elements, reminding us of the insane German
philosopher's notion of the three souls—the
rational soul, the animal soul, and the
vegetable soul, which he supposed to enter
into the composition of man, and to die in
the order of their enumeration, a theory

which he reduced to too practical a test for
the laws of his country.

Mr. Grant's theory liberates two entities at
death instead of one. Whether they remain
in combination or part asunder, he does not
tell. If they remain in combination, the
soul must be in an anomalous and rather
useless condition, without objects of " desire,
affection, and appetite" on which to operate.
If they part asunder, the question of
" which is which ? " would come up rather
strongly. If the spirit only survives, the
soul dying with the body, to which it was the
spirit's link, then the soul is not immortal,
and Mr. Grant is heterodox.

Mr. Grant emphasizes on the fact that (as
he alleges) all " moral qualities, the senses,
the emotional and intellectual faculties," are
in the Bible ascribed to the "soul" and
" spirit." The brain, says he, is not so
much as once mentioned from Genesis to
Revelations. Striking fact, says Mr. Grant.
As how, Mr. Grant? One would imagine
Mr. Grant was about to deny all connection
between the brain and the senses, &c. If
the flourish about the non-mention of the
brain in the Bible means anything, it means
this. Yet Mr. Grant adds, " I do not say
this as doubting the result of men's researches
in this respect, but as fully allowing it, &c."
Mr. Grant allows that the brain is the
demonstrable seat of the mental faculties;
yet he declares that by silence, ** the wisdom
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of God meets the insane folly of would-be
philosophers! " This is simply incompre-
hensible. If Mr. Granc had denied the
truth of brainology, one could have under-
stood him putting forward the Bible's silence
as a proof of its " insane folly." But, " as
fully allowing it," and yet exulting in the
Bible's silence as against it, while pointing to
the Bible's attribution of the feelings and facul-
ties to the heart, belly, bowels, kidney, womb,
&c, strongly suggests his desire, anyhow
and at all hazards, to have a fling at the
"poor annihilationists." How he would
have gloated if he could have found
"immortal soul" in the Bible.

But Mr. Grant is wrong in saying that
" all the faculties of man are attributed to
the unseen soul or spirit." Seeing is
attributed to the eye (Job vii. 8; xxix. 11;
Psalm xliv. 9; Prov. xx. 12 ; Matt. vi. 22;
1 Cor. xii. 16 ; Rev. i. 7) ; hearing to the ear
(Job. xii. 11; xlii. 5 ; Psa. xciv. 9; Isaiah
lxiv. 4; Rev. ii. 7) ; taste to the mouth
(Job xii. 11 ; xxxiv. 3); the function of smell
to the nose (Psalm cxv. 6; Cant. vii. 8;
1 Cor. xii. 17) ; pain to the flesh (Job xiv.
22; 1 Cor. xvii. 28; Eccles xii. 12), and
understanding to the whole mechanism of
man as made of the dust (1 Chron. xii. 32;
Job xxxii. 8; Prov. xxx. 2). "Spirit" and
"soul" are used as synonymous for the
whole person, or for the mind separately
considered, without any effort to define a
technical theory such as Mr. Grant associates
with them. Mr. Grant's first position is,
therefore, untenable. All the faculties of
man are not attributed to the (unseen) soul
or spirit. The statement to the contrary is
a false assertion.

Still less is his assertion true that the
intelligence and judgment are ascribed to the
spirit, and the affections, desires, appetites,
&c. to the soul, " with the utmost exactness
and the most unvarying harmony." The
fact is the two words, "spirit" and
" soul," are, as regards their association
with mental attributes, used interchangably
in the most indiscriminate manner. A single
case illustrates this: " My soul doth mag-
nify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in
God my Saviour."—(Luke i. 46, 47.) But
the fact can be shewn from the very passages
which Mr. Grant has quoted. For instance:
out of nine quoted to show that the spirit is
the " seat of mind or understanding," as

contrasted with the soul as the seat of hate,
love, lust, appetite, &c, six have to do with
emotion, such as anger, fear, &c.

Gen. xii. 8: " Pharaoh's spirit was troubled."
Judges viii. 3: " Then their spirit was abated."
Psalm cvi. 3 : " They provoked his spirit."
Prov. xiv. 29 : " He that is hasty of spirit."
Mark viii. 12 : " He sighed deeply in his spirit."
Acts xvii. 6: " His spirit was stirred within

him."

It reads like sarcasm when Mr. Grant,
commenting upon these citations, remarks:
" Here it requires but little.examination to see
that the spirit is presented in Scripture as
the seat of the mind or understanding"
Only such as give them " little examination "
indeed could come to such a conclusion. A
not very close examination shews them to
teach that the spirit, in addition to under-
standing, has to do with trouble, anger,
provocation, hastiness, sorrow, and excite-
ment, and, therefore, is not the "higher"
"enti ty" of Mr. Grant's theory, having to
do only with the exercise of reason.

So with his citations to illustrate "the
soul" as the seat of the affections, lusts,
&c, they show as a whole that the " soul"
of the Bible has as much to do with the
higher actions of the mind as the "spirit."
Thus: Psalm xlii. 1, " So panteth my soul
after Thee;" Psalm lxiii. 1, " O God, my
soul thirsteth after Thee;" Psalm lxxxiv. 2,
" My soul longeth for the courts of the
Lord." In all these, which are his three
first quotations, it is David's soul that aspires
after divine things, and therefore that
apprehends knowledge. But this point is
more obvious in some passages which, of
course, he has not quoted. Thus, Proverbs
xix. 2, " That the soul be without knowledge
is not good;" Psalm cxxxix. 14, " That my
soul KNOWETH right well; Proverbs ii. 10,
" When Jcnoivledge is pleasant to thy SOUL;"
Proverbs xxiv. 14, " So shall the knowledge
of wisdom be to THY SOul"

Mr. Grant's theory, therefore, that the
spirit is the thinker and the soul is the
feeler is purely imaginary, equally with his
assertion that " in all this, the difference
between the (soul' and ' spirit' is preserved
in the most marked way." The theory and
the assertion are absolutely without founda-
tion. They could only have been hazarded
by one partially acquainted with the matter.
They doubtless represent a desperate
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adventure on the part of a tolerably clear
mind, to reconcile popular metaphysics and
the doctrine of natural immortality with the
Bible. The endeavour is a complete failure.
The resultant theory, instead of developing a
"new and beautiful harmony," is a new
illustration of the confusion which must ever
attend all attempts to harmonise the
Bible with popular views of the human
constitution.

The putting forward such a theory on
such grounds evinces a misapprehension of
the character of Bible teaching. On no
subject is the language of Holy Writ of the
precise and technical character which Mr.
Grant seeks to attach to the words "soul"
and " spirit." Its terms deal broadly with
facts rather than the meaning, nature, or
means of the facts. It concerns itself not
with how blood vitalises, but contents itself
with the fact that the blood is the life. It
takes no pains to observe the secret laws
which regulate the action of the winds, the
growth of vegetation, the motion of the
heavenly bodies, or the processes of physi-
ology in man and beast. It speaks of all
these in language founded on their practical
aspects and uses, rather than on their
abstract relations. So with man. It gives
us not a theory of his constitution when it
speaks of "soul" and "spirit." It but
recognises the fact of soul and spirit as
actual experiences of human beings while
they are alive, and not as defining the nature
of life in the abstract, or the way in which
mental impression is formed. Sufficient that
it speaks of him as alive and possessing the
faculties of his nature, without scientifically
defining their mode or duration. In this is
exhibited wisdom both as regards the objects
aimed at and the accommodation to the
capacities of those for whom it is given. It
is not "how" things are that is important,
because this is in God's hands, who made all.
It is the practical object (as affecting
ourselves) for which things exist that is the
matter of concern, and these are best
discoursed of in language suitable to the
surface aspect in which all things are neces-
sarily presented to finite intellect. The
Bible, written in this language, comes to
the capacity of all, with the recognition of
the fact of our life and the certainty of our
death (which philosophy denies), and the
obligation of obedience to the Creator, and

the hope of goodness which he has promised
to all who believe and obey. These
important matters are not cumbered with
metaphysical theories, as Mr. Grant would
make out ; but are exhibited with an
unsophisticated plainness which only requires
due attention and familiarity, and a child-
like disposition, adequately to perceive.

CHAPTER VI.—THE FALL.
Mr. Grant's exigetical efforts on this head

are darkened and embarrassed by the spirit
and soul theory; and there is so much of
dogmatism, and so little of argument is
employed that there is little to answer. Yet,
in this short chapter, there is much to startle
ordinary believers who suppose Mr. Grant is
fighting their battle. " In the fallen state,"
he says, "the spirit has yielded its su-
premacy to the soul;" that Adam, in his
disobedience, was " led by the affections of
the soul, and with the soul, the spirit fell; "
and that " the natural man is sensual or soul-
led." Ordinary believers have no idea but
that if the soul is supreme, all must be right
with the spirit which they regard as the
same thing. According to their way of
thinking, it would have been well for Adam
if he had been " led by the affections of the
soul." In their conceptions of a sensual
man, he is the opposite of "soul-led." The
fact is, Mr. Grant broaches a new theory,
and, as before-said, is utterly heterodox, as
much so as the objects of his continual
pity—" the poor annihilationists." He
makes the soul the sinner, and the spirit a
sort of helpless partner. The sacrifice of
Christ was the offering of his soul—not of
his spirit. The soul is more connected with
the body than the spirit. For that reason
those that are " led of the soul" are called
fleshly-minded, because the soul has more to
do with the flesh than the spirit. (i But,"
observes he, doubtless, seeing many incon-
venient difficulties in the way of this
explanation, " into the mysteries of this it is
not my province now to enter." Mystery
indeed! a darkening of counsel by words
without knowledge.

Writing of "the fall," as affecting the
question of human mortality, it strikes one
as peculiar that Mr. Grant says nothing of
"death" which came by it, and the coming
of which by it is its great feature: as saith
Paul: " By one man, sin entered into the



DB. THOMAS: A BIOGRAPHY. ["The Christadelphian,
L Jan, 1,1673,

world, the death BY SIN, and so death hath
passed upon all men." "Was this death or
moral degradation? If moral degradation,
how are we to understand Paul putting
resurrection as the opposite, antithesis, or cure
of it thus: " By man came death, by man
also the resurrection of the dead ? "—(1 Cor.
xv. 19.) Is resurrection of the dead the
opposite of moral degradation? If so, how
can the morally degraded be the subject of
resurrection, which they are to be, at the
resurrection of the unjust? If not moral
degradation but real death was the conse-
quence of Adam's transgression, how can
Adam's children, who inherited the penalty,
be immortal ? If Mr. Grant had discussed
of these questions as involved in consequence
of "the fall," he would, one way or other,
have contributed something to the considera-
tion of the subject. Instead of that, he
indulges in a kind of metaphysical disquisi-
tion which, while giving his side of the

question the credit of grappling with " the
fall," leaves the pith of the matter untouched,
and throws a cloud over the subject in
general. The effect is, doubtless, to success-
fully dodge, as the vulgar phrase is, a
dangerous point for Mr. Grant's theory.

" The fall," divested of the artificial
surroundings of human philosophy, is a
matter requiring no aid from recondite hair-
splittings such as those put forward by
Mr. Grant. It is beautiful in its intelligible
simplicity. Adam, by the belief of enticing
falsehood, was induced to disobey a command
of the Almighty, with which the penalty of
death was linked. The penalty followed the
transgression, and Adam was sentenced to
death. His descendants inherit his nature,
and hence universal man is mortal. The
doctrine of native immortality which Mr.
Grant defends, looks like a perpetuation of
the original lie by which Adam and Eve
were seduced from obedience.
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THIS Book has to do with an important religious problem, which is becoming
more and more widely agitated. The people known as the Christadelphians
contend that the popular theologies of the day are destitute of the principles
revealed in the Bible, on which they profess to be based ; and, further, that the
things the Christadelphians believe are the elements of the Christian faith as
originally delivered by the apostles. This contention they are able tc
maintain with a force of argument that opponents find it difficult to meet;
and the latter generally fall back on the abstract improbability of a claim
which implies- ignorance of the Bible teaching on the part of men and systems
specially consecrated to the work of Bible study. " How is it," say they,
" that this has not been found out before ? How is it that Dr. Thomas should
find it out, and nobody else ? "
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The present work indirectly proposes an answer to this question—at all
events to the second part of it. It proposes to show how the truth has been
found out, without dealing with the question of why so many have not found
it. It proposes to do this by a narrative which cannot fail to be especially
interesting to those who have endorsed Christadelphian conclusions, and which
may not be an uninstructive one to those who are still content with an
inherited but unexamined faith.

The history to be set forth is the history of a work rather than of a man.
For this reason, it deals more with the fortunes of " questions " and principles
than with personal incidents and characteristics, introducing the latter only in so
far as they are essential to the elucidation or illustration of the former. The
history is altogether a remarkable one. It is not that of a man starting out
with a crotchet, or a theory, or an enterprise to which he successfully applies
the energies of a life-time. It is that of a mind circumstantially driven into
a path of research which he was not seeking, and impelled forward in it by
a series of incidents and experiences, which imposed on him the acquisition of
knowledge not in the first instance sought for, and conclusions as unexpected
as they were startling and disastrous to popularity. The narrative shews
a clear intellect and an inflexible conscience arriving at convictions un-
palatable to coadjutors, and advocating them with a recklessness of
consequences which unsuited him for their sectarian schemes.

This was a slow and unpremeditated result. It came about as the effect
of a providential concatenation of circumstances, without plan or anticipation
on the part of the Dr. Prominent among these circumstances was the
Dr.'s contact with the American Reformation, currently known among non-
reformationists as " Campbellism," on account of the leading part taken in
the movement by Mr. Alexander Campbell (deceased some eight years
ago). Not regarding it in the light of true reformation, the writer of this
biography will speak of it under its current designation, not out of disrespect,
but merely as a distinctive and appropriate appellation. Disrespect will not
be the sentiment entertained by a believer of the truth towards a system
of things which, though not the truth itself, led to the development of the
truth. Though not a true reformation, it was a large step toward it. This
generation is undoubtedly indebted to it for the true reformation since
developed by the instrumentality of Dr. Thomas. But for Alexander
Campbell, the human probability is, there would have been no John Thomas :
and so far as we can see, but for John Thomas, those who now rejoice
in the truth, would still have been sitting, like the rest of the world, in
" darkness and the shadow of death."

The inseparable connection between Campbellism and the career that led
Dr. Thomas to the discovery of the truth, accounts for the prominence of
the former throughout the succeeding narrative. This prominence will not
be regretted by those who desire to see unbared the various links in the
chain of circumstances that led the Dr., step by step, to the grand result
for which Campbellism paved the way. The interesting and instructive story
of the truth's revival in our century, cannot be told without a recital of the
history of Campbellism, in so far as it bore upon the career of the man by
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whom that revival was effected ; a man at first welcomed by the leaders
of Campbellism as a " chosen vessel," but soon as bitterly discarded and
maligned, as he was vastly misunderstood.

Dr. Thomas was fitted by natural qualification for the great work achieved
by his hand. His intellect was a fine balance between perception and
reflection, adapting him for full and accurate observation and correct
reasoning ; while a scientific education brought out those powers to the
fullest advantage. On the other hand, his great independence and fidelity
to conviction, fitted him to advocate the results of study without compromise.
Yet, left to himself, those natural qualifications must have taken a totally
different direction from what they did. It required the circumstances to
which he was subjected to bring him into the path of Biblical discovery.
This discovery was not a result upon which he had set his mind. He had
no idea that " discovery," in this department, was possible. He supposed
"theology" was as much a settled branch of knowledge as any other. It
was a branch of knowledge in which as a young man he took no special
interest. " Our pursuits," he says, " were purely medico-chirurgical. We
went to meeting or to church, as regularly as the day of worship came;
and for two years we attended at the French Protestant church, near the
Bank of England, not, however, for the theology, but for improvement in
the French tongue. Our mind was pre-occupied with the world of our
profession. ' Divinity speculations,' as we would have termed them then,
we turned over to those whose ' call' was more ' divine' than our own ; we
attended to the matters of fact of the passing day. In those years, our
literary contributions were solely to the London Lancet, such as reports
of cases, and articles on medical reform." The pressure of circumstances
alone forced him into a religious path. His theological career was
emphatically a providential development. He neither designed nor inclined
to it. It was the result purely of special circumstances operating upon
his peculiarly constituted mind. It is this fact that gives the narrative
its highest interest, and imparts to the conclusions he arrived at a greater
value than, even upon the same evidence, they could have commanded had
they been espoused at second hand.
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friends at once turn hostile—They had no idea of the Dr.'s views on general theology, his
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Afterwards makes a tour of Holland, Prussia, Germany, and France—Eeturns to America
as a ship's doctor in the Marathon, arriving in New York just two years and a half after his
departure to England—On arriving at Richmond, is seized with a nearly fatal illness—His
remarks thereon.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

Recovered of his illness, the Dr. resumes the publication of the Herald, which he
continues eleven years afterwards—Makes periodical tours in the States—communicates
through the Herald with friends everywhere—The outbreak of civil war in America
compels suspension of the Herald—The Dr. accepts an invitation to re-visit Britain—
Arrives in Liverpool, May, 1862—Visits and lectures at about twenty places, but little done
beyond encouragement of the friends of the truth—Returns to America, and publishes Eureka
—Communicates with friends through the Ambassador—Travels during the American War
—To save brethren from the American conscription, petitions for their exemption—Is
compelled, in doing so, to give them a distinctive designation—Hence, the origin of the
name " Christadelphian "—Revisits England in 1869—Visits and lectures at nearly thirty
places—Is gratified with the comparative prosperity of the truth, and decides to settle in
England for the rest of his days—The name of the Ambassador changed to Christadelphian—
The Dr. co-operates with friends to place it on a stable footing—Returns to America to wind
up his affairs, with a view to removal to England—Sets out on a tour through the States
and Canada, but is arrested by sickness, and returns home to die.

CHAPTER XXXV.

Death of Dr. Thomas—His daughter's account of his illness—Remarks on his character
and career.

CHAPTER XXXVI.

The reception of the news at the Birmingham ecclesia—The epistolary expressions
of friends on the event—The Dr.'s first interment—Executors' journey to America—
Visit to the Dr.'s remains in the vault where they had been placed—Interment in Greenwood
Cemetery—Tombstone inscription.

Cjmstabdpjriau.
" He is not ashamed to call them brethren.''- (Heb.ii.ll.)

JANUARY, 1873.

THE superabundance of other matter compels
us this month to curtail this department.
This will not be a matter for regret when the
other contents are scanned; we are sure they
will be found sufficiently interesting- to enable
readers without loss to dispense with those
other matters, which, while important in
their place, have to do merely with the
relations of the truth to the outer world.

Dr. Thomas will speak for a while longer
in the Dictionary which (unfortunately as it
may seem to us) he never finished. He will
always speak in some form or other while the
Christadelphian remains under present man-
agement. His words are always wholesome
whether in the early efforts of the Advocate
days, or in the more mature utterances of
Eureka and Elpis Israel. He will always
have a door of utterance while the present
editor lives, even till the day (which is not far
off) when his re-appearance in the land of
the living, will authorise what may be the
concluding declaration of this magazine:—

THE LORD HAS COME.
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
BY THE EDITOK.

THE PSALMS.
Is there a rule to guide us in determining

. •* •* • » i% -w-*. i ? . T /•*• • • . 1

of the Christ and when of others: for
--- fe, Psalms xxxii., xl., li.?—W. H. G.

No formal rule can be given, other than
that defined by Paul as " having senses
exercised by reason of use to discern."—(Heb.
v. 14.) The Psalms are mostly Messianic.
They doubtless originated in the first instance
in David's individual experiences and
impulses towards God, and were primarily
the expression of these; but David was a
prophet. The spirit was upon him from the
day he was anointed by Samuel, (1 Sam. xvi.
13,) and guided the utterances of his tongue.
—(2 Sam. xxiii. 2.) Not only a prophet,
David occupied, under the first and typical
covenant, the position of the son and Lord of
David under the new covenant, viz., warrior
and king in the earth for God. Hence his
experiences were typical and representative
of those to which he stood related as the
shadow; and by the Spirit, his utterances of
them were rendered prophetic of that most
marvellous of all human experiences, the
history of God manifest in the flesh. Close
reading and meditation brought to bear on
the word as a whole, will bring discernment
of the import of the Psalms without the
formal definition of rules of interpretation.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S IMAGE, CHRONO-j
LOGICAL AND POLITICAL.

A SISTER.—It is without doubt that the
image of Nebuchadnezzar not only represents
a course of historical events since the days of
Nebuchadnezzar, but also the form of the
political system that receives its death-blow
at the hands of Jesus when ha returns.
That system must therefore territorially
comprehend the countries of Babylon, Persia,
Greece, and Rome, and the northern countries
which supplied the clay of the feet, at the
"decline and fall of the Roman empire."
This grouping of nations is the very form
of the Gogian confederacy which is described
in Ezekiel xxxviii. and xxxix. The list of
countries subject to " the Prince of Rhosh,
Meshech and Tubal," at the crisis of his
destruction by the Stone on the mountains of
Israel includes the lands that have success-
fully given to tne world, the four great
empires of history, and the clay and, iron
kingdoms of modern Europe. Babylon is
not mentioned, but Persia is, ana he could
not (from °<^"iaj ov^ruu Tales'tme without
fremg inasajf oi tne country of Babylon
wliiuli nes out ween. "I he subjection of

rji Europe to Russo-German su-

premacy is slowly contributing to the
development of the territorial image. A
vast linking together of nations under
northern headship, is a development going
forward and to be completed in the near
future.

The boundaries of the Babylonian empire,
in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, cannot be
exactly defined in a topographical sense.
Suffice it that they were extensive enough
to comprehend all«the then known habitable.
As evident from Daniel's, "VLoxils; *' Vv h£H3-
sotfver the children of men&ffifill .
T)̂  hatn made tnee., r'i'ej? aver them, alL"..
(Dan ii. 38.) The point, however, does not
affect the territorial constitution of the
political image of the latter days. It is not
the countries subject to the four imperial
dynasties that answer to the metallic
compjnents of the image, so much as the
imperial dynasties themselves. The same
countries, in many instances, were ruled by
the four dynasties successively. All that
the vision requires is that the whole
geographical area within which the four
empires have successively risen and fallen,
shall be under the dominion of one Head, at
the crisis of the destruction of the image
in the latter day; which head Ezekiel
reveals to be (< Gog of the land of Magog",
and the Prince of Rhosh, Meshech, and
Tubal," or the Emperor of All the Russias.

ATTENDING CLERICAL FUNERALS.
Is it right for believers to attend funerals

where clergymen of the apostacy preside ?
Paul says we are not to give offence, neither
to the Jews nor Gentiles, nor to the Church
of God. Now, if we do not attend the
funerals (of relations, say), the Gentiles are
offended. If we do attend them, some
brethren are offended, who think we ought
not to go. What are we to do ?—L. W.

ANSWER.—It is not possible to live abso-
lutely without giving offence. Paul does not
contemplate such a thing in the exhortation
referred to. His words are elsewhere
qualified thus: " If it be possible, as much
as liethin you, live peaceably with all men."
—(Romans xii. 18.) We are to " follow the
things that make for peace" (Rom. xiv. 19);
but having done this with the utmost
wisdom and perseverance at our command,
if we fail, let us accept the failure without
dismay or embarrassment; only let the
failure find us on the right side.

If we must offend one of two parties, let
it be the one least to be considered. Our
care in all matters is apostolically directed
to be " especially " towa- ds " the •hniiT.gaVM
of faith." ^Gal. vi, 10.; Tney arc i<>
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be considered first. If we must offend either
a friend in the flesh or a friend of Christ,
let our choice to please fall on the latter;
especially if his scruples as to our course
are referable to zeal for the Master, because
if we disregard them, he may be encouraged
(to his hurt) in other courses which he may
imagine fall under the same category of
liberty, but which may be sinful against
Christ.

Paul applies the principle thus in writing
to the Corinthians on the subject of eating,
in connection with the institutions of Pagan
idolatry. Some brethren thought it a sin
to touch these things or use them in any
way ; others contended that, as an idol was
nothing, the meat was unchanged by being
presented before it, and as proper to be eaten
as if fresh from the field ; and in their
temples as anywhere else; that man's
superstition did not mar God's work. Paul
admits the force of this, but says the
brethren with weak consciences must be
considered. "Take heed," he says, "lest
your liberty by any means become a
stumbling block to them that are weak. If
any man see thee who hast knowledge, sit
at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the
conscience of him that is weak be emboldened
to eat those things which are offered to idols.
And through thy knowledge, shall the weak
brother perish for whom Christ died." (1 Cor.
viii. 9-11.)

On the same principle, a man might see
his way, as between himself and God, to
be present at the interment of a relation
without feeling compromised by the clerical
mummery of the occasion. And other things
there are, which he might equally feel at
liberty to do. But there are weak brethren
to be considered (for the most part zealous
men, but men of a narrow range of mental
vision). If your liberty is likely to be
misunderstood by them, or made by them a
cause of wrong action on their part in some
other matter, it is, according to the apostolic
rule, and the rule of common benevolence,
better to desist.

LIABILITY AND DUTY.
A brother asks: In the case of brethren

who are, according to the law, liable to pay
income tax (or any other tax), is it their
duty to pay it, even if not called upon so to
do? And, if it is their duty, ought they
to pay up any arrears that might legally
be due?

ANSWER.—The command is: " Render to
all their dues: tribute to whom tribute;
custom to whom custom," &c—(Rom. xiii.
7.) The question is, When ? The obvious
answer (sustained by common sense and the
only example recorded in the word) is, when
required. Jesus waited till the tax-gatherer
applied to Peter with the question, " Doth
not your master pay tribute ?" (Matt. xvii. 24.)

He did not call at the taxgatherer's house
to know how much there was to pay. The
governments have no right to put the
children of God under tribute. The children
pay for the sake of peace and present
probation merely. Jesus enunciates this
doctrine in his anticipatory question to
Peter : " Of whom do the kings of the earth
take tribute; of their own children, or of
strangers?" Peter answered, Of strangers.
Jesus said, " Then are the children FREE "
(that is, from tribute). As much as to say :
" We, the children or citizens of the true
empire, which is destined to supersede all
the kingdoms of the world, ought not to be
called upon to pay tribute." " Neverthe-
less," said Jesus, " lest we offend them, go
thou," &c.

The authorities must, therefore, be left to
be the interpreters and collectors of their own
claims. It is not incumbent on a brother
of Christ to go out of his way to find out
what the government may want of him.
He will do well, and all that the law of
Christ requires, if he pay when called
upon. But, of course, he will not with-
hold any information upon which the
amount may depend. He will be thoroughly
honest as a saint ought to be. He will
disclose his liabilities. To conceal them
would be as bad as refusing to pay.
Virtually, it would be the same thing,
and, therefore, disobedience to the extent
of the liability concealed, which, morally
considered, would be as much an offence
against the law of Christ as if the whole
weie refused, since to offend at all is to
offend as really as in much. A just man
—an upright man—an honest man—an
honourable man—all of which a saint who is
to be accepted is—is a man just, upright,
honest, and honourable, in a thorough
manner. We had better have thoroughness
in the matter, or trouble ourselves not at
all. A partly-honest man is a dishonest
one. There are no degrees in uprightness.

As to " arrears," it all depends upon the
cause of their accumulation, as to whether
there is any liability to hand them over to the
government. If they are unpaid claims, the
obligation to pay could not be a matter of
question. If they exist by reason of con-
cealment of liability, previous to assessment,
the obligation would be similarly free from
doubt; but if they arise from miscalculation-
or since-discovered estate, the best course is,
probablv, to "let bygones be bygones." No
tax is "legally due" till assessed; and if
the lack of assessment is due to causes over
which the person has no control, and for
which he is not responsible, tnere does not
appear to be any reason why he may not
accept his exemption thankfully. Never-
theless, if conscience be burdened in the
matter, there is an easy remedy which the
Chancellor of the Exchequer will always be
glad to help tax-owers to apply.



Cru'tefcirtrlnliian.T
Jan. I. 1873. J EDITORIAL. 39

"THOROUGH CONVICTION" AND BIBLE
STUDY.

" Kindly assist an unknown correspondent
in his endeavour to arrive at the truth. I
am one of the few (if few) persons who are
beginning to ask 'What is the true faith ?'
But I want first of all to know what you
would advise me to do to become thoroughly
convinced of the truth of the Bible. And
having settled this question, what should I
study next ? If you can spare time to
quiet my troubled mind, I shall ever
remember your kindness with gratitude."—
G. D.

" I have been a reader of the Bible, but
until lately I had never found the truth. I
doubt whether I ever should have found it
if I had not heard you at Halifax on the
second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. I
should be glad it you would inform me what
is the best way to begin the study of the
Scriptures, as I have a desire to learn the
truth, and to carry it out."—W. F.

ANSWER.—An infidel once asked a friend
who was half gone in the same direction (but
who has since, to his own joy, met in with
and embraced the truth) what he would
prescribe as a cure for infidelity. The
friend replied, " Mead the Bible every day
for a year." This is pretty much the
answer G. D.'s case requires. No man can
become thoroughly convinced of anything
that is beyond the reach of his senses (as all
historical matters are) except by familiarity
with the documentary or other evidences
through which aluiie conviction concerning
them is accessible. Argument in favour of
Bible authority may pave the way for a
belief in its truthfulness; but nothing will
induce that thorough conviction which G. D.
desires to attain unto, short of thorough
acquaintance. In the course of this thorough
acquaintance, many evidences will strike
home on the mind which are almost too
subtle for definition in words, and yet
powerful to fend off' the glittering shafts of
atheistical assault, however showily or
confidently sent home. The evidence is
overpowering, though it may not be realised
in all its breadth at the first. Slowly it
gathers strength with each day's reading and
reflection, and slowly the difficulties of
atheistical criticism dissolve one by one like
snow before the sun, till at last (assuming a
fair balance of the intellectual and moral
faculties) the point is reached at which the
mind surrenders to a full faith, which
becomes the foundation of prayer, and the
joyful source of a new resolution, which
alters and sanctifies the form of the whole
life. Hope springs from the new source of
mental life, and purity follows in its train as
the lofty principles of the Eternal Mind, as
embodied in the Scriptures, are apprehended
and absorbed by the affections. If the

process is not interrupted, a NEW MAN is the
result, who thus begotten, in due time
emerges a son of God from the appointed
waters of baptism.

But the reading of the Bible must be
methodical, and the method adopted must be
a wise one, or the result will be defective.
Random reading will weary and becoma
casual, and must end in its abandonment.
Reading straight through from Genesis is
too slow a process for those who are earnestly
bent on getting hold of the teaching and
spirit of the holy oracles. Reading each day
selected portions from different parts, is
practically found the best plan. This is
done by dividing the Bible into three or four
equal portions, and reading each day a
chapter from each portion, taking the
chapters consecutively from day to day. Tho
Bible Companion (price 2d.) is drawn upon this
principle, and, supplying on each day of the
month the chapters to be read, is found by
hundreds to be a real aid in the routine of
the matter. In the course of the year it
takes the reader over the Old Testament
once and the New Testament twice. Many
have read the Scriptures for years upon this
plan, and have found it all that is to be
desired. Perseverance in it will bring a
rich reward. It will become at last a
refreshing daily luxury, and fill the mind, as
it cannot otherwise be filled, with the
wisdom, and knowledge, and love of God
which will be unto peace now and eternal
life at the appointed time. " Thorough
conviction'' as to its truth, will grow and
become a power influential enough to
remodel the character and change the
whole contour of life.

The reading of the thought and knowledge
acquired by others in this very process will
doubtless be an assistance, especially at the
start. In this sense, a beginner cannot get
better advice than to read Elpis Israel; or,
if something simpler and more introductory
is needed, Twelve Lectures. The reading of
these will qualify an anxious student to
profit more by his reading of the Scriptures
than if he began without such preparation ;
for in the latter case, hejwould spend much time
in preliminary wTork which others have gone
through and simplified, and will find himself
after all his labours only " ready to begin"
the real work. Availing himself of the
experience and writings of others, he
secures the advantage of a good and early
start, and finds himself in the heart of the
treasures sought for.

THE TIME OF THE END AND THE
LORD'S APPEARING!

If the twelfth chapter of Daniel be at-
tached, as it should be, to the eleventh,
without a break, how can we be in the
immediate opoch of the apocalypse of Jesus ?
For there is a great deal to be accomplished,
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as I read it, before that event. I want the
truth of the thing. If this is Gogue, Russia
has to be vanquished on the mountains of
Israel, and then shall Michael stand up, and
then the resurrection. Israel must be
gathered, or a portion; perhaps Judah's
tents, and Russia in Judea, before Jesus
comes, after which event, the resurrection is
to take place, according to Daniel xi. xii."-F.H.

ANSWER.—Dan. xi. and xii. are doubtless
continuous; but it does not follow that we
are not " in the immediate epoch of the
apocalypse of Jesus," if that phrase is to be
understood of what we may call the first
arrival of the Lord, to gather and judge His
people. There is a difference between this
(which is the first) phase of the advent, and
that which is seen in the discomfiture of
Gogue and his hosts. At that crisis the
saints are with the Lord (Zech. xiv. 5;
Joel iii. 11), and must, therefore, have been
"gathered to him" (2 Thes ii. 1) before
that time. How long before ? This is not
revealed, except in general terms. We
know from Dan. xii. 1, that it is " at that
time "—in that epoch—the time of the end;
but this speaks not to a year or two. We
must look at the expression from the angel's
point of view, who spoke the words to Daniel
upwards, of two thousand years ago.
Looking forward through the dreary vista
of these ages of darkness, to the day-break
at the time of the end, the phrase, " at that
time," could not mean more than in or
about, or in connection with that season.
It taught Daniel that the resurrection
of the dead would take place in the period
of an overflowing invasion of the Holy
Land by a northern king, who should
overflow " many countries," and have many
nations at his steps; but it did not tell him
at what stage of the drama it would come
in. It is parallel with the intimation in
Rev. xi. 18, that the " time of the dead " is
coincident with the revolution which changes
the kingdoms of the world into kingdoms
of God, without programme, precision as to
the point in the dread proceedings at which
the wonder transpires. The phrase, " at that
time," must be held to apply generally to
" the time of the end," mentioned in verse
40, chap. 11, a period which (as that verse
shews) begins before the king of the north
moves down as a whirlwind. Hence, it does
not fix the resurrection as an item to
transpire after Russia's invasion of the land,
but merely as one of the events of the period.
The nature of the events and collateral
testimony, must decide its place in the
programme.

As to the nature of the events, this is
conclusively against the idea of the
resurrection occurring after Russia is
vanquished, because Russia is vanquished
by the Lord in association with His people,
to whom He has assigned the work of
breuki"T"j the kingdoms and executing the

judgment.—(Rev. ii. 26, 27 ; Dan. vii. 22;
Ps. cxlix. 4-9) The destruction of the
Gogian confederacy is consequent on the Lord
going forth (Michael standing up)—(Zech.
xiv. 3)—and His people, in that going forth,
are with Him (Rev. xiv. 4), and that too
before the judgment is actually executed.—
(Rev. xiv. 70 Hence, the resurrection
occurs before the great catastrophe which
gives Gogue to the beasts of the mountains.

The order of events is just the reverse of
that suggested in the communication of F. H.
Instead of the overthrow of Gog, the
standing up of Michael, and the resurrection,
it ought to be, 1, the resurrection, 2, the
standing up of Michael, and, 3, the over-
throw of Gogue. The "standing up "of
Michael (or the Lord Jesus) is not
synonymous with his coming. He comes
before he " stands up." The standing up
relates to the hostile attitude taken towards
the Gentile powers in the interest of Daniel's
people ; and as this attitude is not assumed
until the " marriage of the Lamb" is
consummated, in the union of Christ with
all his people at his appearing, it follows
that the resurrection is before the standing
up. The saints take part in the standing up.
They are the body of Christ, he the head.
It will be a complete and not a trunkless
Christ that will " stand up " in challenge of
the whole world.

When the Lord comes, the first thing he
does is to send for his people, dead and
living, that, before him, in the presence of
attendant angels, he may, as at a judgment
seat, take account of them, accord to every
man praise or shame, welcome or repudiation,
eternal life or the sentence of the second
death, as their cases may warrant.—(Luke
xix. 15; 2 Thes. ii. 1; Mark viii. 38 ; 2 Cor.
v. 10; Gal. vi. 8; Rom. ii. 7-16.) This is
a private transaction—probably on the Sinaitic
plateau—of which the world will likely know
as little as they did of the ascension or the
transfiguration. When it is finished, the
"marriage supper of the Lamb" comes next
in order ; in plain terms, the joyous reunion,
in physical assimilation—" in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye"—between the Lord
and the assembly of the "called, and chosen, and
faithful," of all ages and generations. This
glorious honeymoon over, active work begins,
the work of executing the judgment written.
The first blow is delivered at Jerusalem,
where the victorious hosts of Gog are
encamped in a security which they imagine
invincible.

Now, how long a period will be occupied
by the judgment and marriage supper ? We
are without information. They may take a
long time ; consequently we cannot positively
say that the Lord will not come till the
northern hosts are in Syria. The private
initiatory work of setting his own house in
order may require his presence on the earth,
before a single Russian soldier stirs
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southward.
On the same principle, although the re-

settlement of Palestine by the Jews must
precede the Gogian invasion, that re-settle-
ment need not necessarily precede " the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our
gathering together unto him." We do not
say that the Lord will come before the Jews
return to their land. We say he may—that
is, to the work of judging his household. It
is certain he will not manifest himself to

the world till the Jews partially return and
Gog invades the land. The world hears
nothing of him till the cataclysm at
Jerusalem. But it is not certain that he
will not come before that time to prepare
the situation in the way indicated. The
time for his return is on us—the time of the
end is on us. We know neither the day nor
the hour. Some years may elapse. At the
same time, there may not be another week's
delay.

INTELLIGENCE.

BIRMINGHAM.—The following persons have
rendered obedience to the truth during the
month : Mrs. JEANETTE PAYNE (39),
formerly Particular Baptist; Mrs. REBECCA
DAY (33) formerly Primitive Methodist ;
HARRY GRIFFIN (19), brass founder, brother
in the flesh to sister Beavan ; WILLIAM
MILLARD (22), boat builder, Oldbury,
formerly neutral; JAMES WOOD, middle-aged,
master hosier, Tarn worth, formerly Inde-
pendent. The two last, it will be observed,
are not additions to the Birmingham
ecclesia, but to the ecclesias of Fazeley and
Oldbury.

The Sunday evening lectures continue to
be largely attended. The subjects during
the month have been as follows:

Sunday, Dec. 1st.—The DOOM of CHRIST-
ENDOM; the calling of the Jews and Gentiles;
their respective sins and judgments; mid-
night darkness, morning light; millennial
glory. (Brother C. Meakin.)

Sunday, Dec. 8th.—THE " D A Y S " AND
THEIR, END ; more of Daniel; the vision of
the ram and the goat; how long ? the
answer and Daniel's sickness; Daniel's
prayer and an unexpected answer; the
seventy weeks and the thing determined; God
having provided some better thing for us.
(Brother Roberts.)

Sunday, Dec. 15th.—The third year of
Cyrus; what Daniel saw and the eifect;
Daniel beloved and why; shown " that
which is noted in the Scripture of t ruth;"
prophetic sketch of several centuries; the
prediction and the fulfilment in detail; that
which lies beyond ; the time of the end; the
King of the North; time of trouble; the
resurrection of the dead; the inheritance of
the righteous. (Brother Roberts.)

Sunday, Dec. 22nd—THE MISSION SER-
VICES ; a good idea in bad hands; a right idea
wrongly worked out; ancient gospel-
preaching versus modern " mission services "
and " revivals ; " the object and mode of the
latter unknown to the former; fables and
truth; chaff and the wheat; the standard,
and wherein it has been departed from.
(Brother Roberts.)

Sunday, December 29th.—THE CENTRAL

FALSEHOOD ; the fundamental doctrine of
theology absent from the Bible; positive
Bible teaching opposed to it; the immortality
of the soul, a dream of Pagans ; death a fact
and a revelation; immortality a future
condition limited to a class. (Bro. Roberts.)

During the month, a special phase in the
testimony for the truth has presented
itself. The churches of Birmingham (or,
rather, twenty-nine of them,) resolved upon
a special simultaneous mission effort for
eight days, day after day, bringing
preachers from a distance, and inviting the
public by advertisement and large placard.
It occurred to some of the brethren, that
this effort on their part, called for some
corresponding endeavour on the part of
the ecclesia, which, in every town
where it exists, is or ought to be " the pillar
and ground of the truth." Accordingly,
immense placards, worded as follows, were
posted on the walls ; and, by a little
organisation, in which the recent division
of the town into districts, was found very
useful, about 7,000 leaflets, substantially
worded in the same way, were distributed
at the doors of each of the twenty-nine
churches, as the congregations were
dispersing. The effect was not pleasing
upon the clergy or any of the officials, who
in some cases used violence to prevent the
work being done. Their anger was
excusable. The brethren accepted it as one
of the misfortunes of the situation that pain
should be caused by their efforts to let the
people and the clergy know the truth which
is the power of God unto salvation.
They were not prevented, however, by this
misfortune from doing their duty; but
taking opposition and violence patiently,
they scattered the good seed on rather an
extensive scale. The following is the
placard:—

THE MISSION SERVICES: WILL THEY
BE USEFUL?

To THE PEOPLE OF BIRMINGHAM,
Twenty-nine churches in Birmingham

have united in a simultaneous " Mission"
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effort during the past week—to do you good,
without a doubt so far as their intention is
concerned. Will good come out of their
action ? It will if it help to put you in the
right direction to find the truth. Otherwise
it will be so much religious effervescence,
subsiding after awhile without leaving any
valuable effect behind.

What is the "right direction!" Towards
Rome? Surely the twenty-nine churches
would not say it was the right direction to
direct your minds towards the Pope. Nor
to draw attention to the ecclesiastical
buildings of the town; for they are mere
bricks "and mortar. Would they say their
object was attained in fastening your
thoughts upon the occupants of the pulpits!
Surely not; for the clergy are poor mortals
like the rest of us, standing equally in need
of God's good things,

They say their object is to " awaken the
unconverted and build up believers."
Good: but to awaken the unconverted
among you to what ? build up believers in
what? * Here ts the pith of the matter.
If the unconverted are awakened to a
recognition of what they are and what their
state is, and what God requires of them and
intends with them; and if believers are
built up in hope of those things that God has
promised, and in a consequent resolution to
do His will, there can be no question that
the special mission services will be a great
benefit to you.

But suppose the unconverted are
" awakened " to apprehensions that have no
foundation in truth, and to anxieties and
resolutions concerning things that have no
existence except in the imaginations of men:
and suppose believers are " built up" in the
belief of fables, and in the hope of things
they will never realise, will not the result of
the services be cause for regret rather than
congratulation ? Doubtless.

How is the matter to be tested? The
answer is simple, and ought to be unobjec-
tionable to all. Let the people CONSULT
THE WORD OF GOD as to what they hear.
Let them be like the inhabitants of Berea,
who, when they heard even an apostle,
"SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES daily,
to see whether these things were so." —
(Acts xvii. 11.) Let them cultivate supreme
regard for that test of divine truth, which the
word, of God itself supplies: " To the law
and the testimony: if they speak not
according to this word, it is because there is
no light in them''1 — (Isaiah viii. 20.)

The prophets who were sent to Israel
were inspired; so were the apostles of
Christ. Men had simply to hear them to
believe, but is it so with the clergy? Surely
they themselves would never claim such a
position. No living man is the subject of
inspiration. No living man ought therefore
to be blindly accepted as a guide in divine
things. A university education affords no

guarantee that a man's judgment in such
matters is reliable ; for all depends upon
what college he has been to as to whether
he will think as a Roman Catholic, an
Episcopalian, an Independent, a Baptist,
or a Methodist, &c, &c.

Let the people satisfy themselves by the
study of the Bible that"what the preachers
say is what the Holy Spirit has taught.
Then the preachers may be useful in "the
way of assistants.

The application of this principle will yield
some startling results. You will find that
clerical doctrines in the main

ARE NOT BIBLE DOCTRINES!
1. Instead of teaching the immortality

of the soul, the Bible teaches that man is a
mortal creature of the ground. (Job iv. 17;
Gen. ii. 7; Ps. ciii. 14; 1 Cor. xv. 47.)

2. That he is under a specific condemna-
tion to die and return to the ground from
which he was taken. (Gen. iii. 19; Rom v.
12, 18; vi. 23.)

3. That his spirit is not he nor his, but
the energy of God, which returns to God
when he dies. (Job xxxiv. 14; Ecc. xii. 7;
Job xiv. 10; Gen. vii. 22; Acts xvii. 25;
Gen. xxv. 8.)

4. That in death there is no more con-
sciousness than in the state before a man is
born. (Ps. vi. 5; Ecc. ix. 5, 6; Pc. cxlvi. 3, 4;
Is. xxxviii. 18, 19.)

5. That immortality is not. native to us,
but made accessible to us through Christ,
who has brought it to light. (2 Tim. 1. 10;
Rom. ii. 7; John xi. 25-6; iii. 16; Rom. vi. 23:
1 John v. 11, 12.)

6. That immortality is a matter of
promise (1 John ii. 25; Tit. i. 2; 2 Tim. i. 1);
and will be bestowed only upon those whom
Christ approves. (John v. 29; Dan. xii. 2;
John vi. 39, 44; 1 Cor. xv. 51, 53; Matt,
xvi. 27.)

7. That it will be given at the resurrec-
tion, when Christ comes the second time.
(Heb. ix. 28; 2 Tim. iv. 1, 8; 1 Thes. iv. 16;
Phil. iii. 20 ; 1 John iii. 2; 1 Pet. v. 4.)

8. You will find that it is the resurrec-
tion, and not death, that is the time when
retribution (good or evil) is experienced.
(Luke. xiv. 14; Phil. iii. 8,11; Rom. ii. 7,16;
2 Cor. v. 10; 1 Cor. xv. 32.)

9. That the earth, and not heaven, is the
locality of the promised blessing. (Matt. v. 5;
Is. xi. 9; Zech. xiv. 9; Ps. ii. 8; xxxvii. 9,11,
22, 29, 34.)

10. That Christ's coming, and not the
saint's dying, is the time to be glorified.
(2 Thes. i. 10; 1 Pet. i. 13; v. 4; 1 Thes. iv.
13-18.)

11. That the gospel, and not morality, is
the means by which men will be saved.
(Rom. i. 16; f Cor. i. 21; xv. 1, 2; 2 Thes. ii.
14; Eph. iii. 6.)

12. That the kingdom of God, and not
the death of Christ merely, is the subject of
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the gospel Jesus and the apostles preached.
(Mark i. 14; Luke viii. 1; Acts viii. 12; xix.
8; xx. 25; xxviii. 30, 32.)

13. That righteous believers only, not
those who after a life of wickedness gasp
out words of remorse, will be saved. (Gal.
vi. 8 ; Rom viii. 13 ; 2 Pet. i. 11 ; Matt.
v. 20.)

1̂4. That Immersional Baptism of
believers and not the sprinkling of babes is
what has been appointed (Mark xvi. 16 ;
Acts viii. 12 ; Rom. vi. 3 ; 1 Pet. iii. 21.)

15. That a weekly breaking of bread, to
bring Christ to u remembrance" among
believers, is what is required, and not the
ritualistic and mystic ceremony styled
" Holy Communion." (Acts xx. 7 ; Luke
xxii. 19, 20 ; 1 Cor. xi. 23, 26 ; xvi. 2.)

16. That believers are not to take titles
of honour, such as " Rabbi," or " Rev.," but
are brethren on a common footing of
equality. (Matt, xxiii. 8, 12 : Luke xxii.
25, 27.)

17. That the prevailing ecclesiastical
system is a superstructure of religious
fable (2 Tim. iv 3, 4 ; Acts xx. 29, 30 ;
2 Thes. ii. 3), accursed of God (Gal. i. 8, 9 ;
Rev. xiv. 9, 10), from which all who wish to
be delivered from the impending judgments
of God must separate themselves. (Rev.
xviii. 4 ; 2 Cor. vi. 17.)

NOTICE AND INVITATION.
These things are demonstrated week by

week to large audiences in the
TEMPERANCE HALL, TEMPLE STREET,

Iii Lectures delivered every Sunday evening
(Half-past six) ;

Also in books and phamphlets in great
variety, which can be had of R. Roberts,
Athenaeum Rooms, Temple Row ; of which
advantages the inhabitants of Birmingham
are freely invited to avail themselves.

Seats free. JS7o collections.
CHELTENHAM.—Brother Otter reports a

visit from brother Bosher, of London, who
lectured twice, in St. George's Hall, on
1.—"The gospel of the first century
compared with that preached in the
nineteenth;" and 2.—"'John Bunyan and
the Baptists of 1660 compared with the
Baptists of 1872, in relation to the doctrine
of the kingdom of Christ." A fair notice
of the lectures appeared in the Cheltenham
Telegraph. The lectures were not largely
attended: but there was a fair attendance
in the evening. The brethren were interested
and strengthened by the visit.

DUDLEY.—Brother Phillips mentions three
lectures having been given by brother
Meakin on the Signs of the Times. The
lectures were well attended, and the
brethren are in expectation of shortly
seeing fruit.

EDINBURGH. — Brother D. Gascoygne
reports the obedience qf ANDREW TOWERT

(17), eldest son of brother and sister Towert,
late of New York. He put on the saving
name on the 23rd of November. This case
is regarded as a further fruit of the Bible
class. On November 29th, the truth was
obeyed by MRS. CATHERINE MCDONALD
(35), late of the Established Church of
Scotland. Both were immersed in the house
of brother W. R. D. Gascoygne, in the
presence of a number of brethren and
sisters. Sister Margaret Poole has removed
to London. Brother Tait says: "Our
Sunday meetings are well attended, and we
hope others will yet be gathered from the
world to wait with us for the Son of God
from heaven.";

FAZELEY.—See Birmingham intelligence.
GALSTON (Ayrshire).—Brother Wallace

reports the baptism of DAVID ROSS (45),
who is expected to be useful in the truth in
the neighbourhood. Brother Matthew
Brown fell asleep, November 7th, in the
blessed hope of resurrection to life eternal
at the appearing of theLord. Come, Lord Jesus!

GLASGOW.—By arrangement with the
Edinburgh brethren, lectures have been
delivered as follow, the attendance in each
case being good:

Oct. 20th.—" What has God promised?"—
Brother C. Smith.

Nov. 17th.—The immortality of the soul—
is it a scriptural or pagan doctrine ? Brother
Paterson.

Dec. 22nd.—The gospel proclaimed by the
Lord Jesus Christ not believed by the
Christians of the present day.—Brother Tait.

In addition to these, a lecture was
delivered by bro. Alexander, of Innerleithen.
Brother C. Smith, of Edinburgh, is to lecture
Jan. 19th, on the Devil of the Bible. On
Sunday, Dec. 1st, the truth was obeyed by
JOHN KIRKWOOD, elder brother in the ilcsh
to brother William Kirkwood, from the
Edinburgh ecclesia. Others are interested,
but hesitate, thinking themselves not
sufficiently prepared to enter the holy
calling. Brother O'Neill rightly says that
delays are dangerous, and that waiting for
more readiness is not so safe as waiting for
.the Lord Jesus, who shall change our vile
bodies. The Bible Class is attended with a
moderate degree of success, strangers more
particularly appearing to be interested in
and to profit by it. During the month,
brother Parkes, of Stourbridge, (passing
through the town on business) stayed a
Sunday and lectured to a crowded audience
on the Holy Land, in which he spent seven
months at one time. The lecture did not
deal directly with the truth, except in so
far as it illustrated, by reference to fulfilled
prophecy, the absurdity of orthodox modes
of Bible interpretation.

KETTERING.—It had been arranged by
brother Farmer, of Nottingham, in conjunc-
tion with the brethren at Leicester, that the
Editor should lecture three times in the
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second week in December; but in consequence
of the visitation of sickness and death in
his family, the brethren volunteered the
Editor's liberation from the engagement.
Brother Hayes happening to be in Leicester
at the time, the brethren availed themselves
of his presence as a substitute. The lectures
were indifferently attended, but neverthe-
less there were among the audiences some
few persons decidedly impressed by the
truths presented to them, and anxious for
further light. This was made manifest on
the third night, when instead of a formal
lecture, about 1£ hours were pleasantly and
profitably spent in conversation. Several
questions were asked and answered to the
satisfaction of those who put them. The
Leicester brethren have in contemplation the
hiring of a room in Kettering for the purpose
of delivering a lecture every Sunday evening
for the period of twelve months, feeling
sanguine of reaping some fruit, and not being
at all discouraged by the small audiences at
the lectures last delivered.

LONDON. — Brother Andrew reports the
following immersions for the month of
November. On the 22nd, CHARLES HENRY
KEATS and his wife JULIA KEATS, formerly
Baptists; PITTMAN WILLIAM WHITEHEAD
and his wife SARAH WHITEHEAD, .also
Baptists in time past ; GEORGE CHAMPION
GOSDEN, at one time a Baptist, but lor some
years past treated as a heretic through
disbelieving the immortality of the soul.
On November 24th, GEORGE AUGUSTUS
KINNAIRD, formerly neutral; and J. THORLEY,
who first heard the truth at Dr. Thomas's
lectures three years ago.

ERRATA. — Page 496, in the October
intelligence, the immersion of Amos Sharp is
announced as 27th January, instead of
August. For "previous to its discontinu-
ance," substitute " after its discontinuance."

NOTTINGHAM.—Bro. Mycroft reports that,
during the month, two have put on the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, viz.:
CHARLES MOSELEY (29), husband of sister
Moseley, formerly neutral ; and ELIZA
RIGGOTT (27), wife of brother Riggott,
formerly Church of England.

OPENING OF THE NEW

SYNAGOGUE.

THIS event occurred, as announced last
month, on Sunday, December 1st. It
brought together the following brethren from
a distance, whose names are given in the
alphabetical order of the places from which
they came:—

BIRMINGHAM.— Brethren H. Turney, G.
Mitchell, and Parsons. Sisters Mary and
Elizabeth Turney. (Brother Roberts was to

have been present; but it was considered
prudent, with an infectious disease in the
house—scarlet fever—that he should stay at
home.)

DERBY.—Brethren T. Meakin and Kirkland,
Sister T. Meakin.

DEVON.—Brother and sister Hayes.
GRANTHAM.—Brethren Shaw and Wootton.
HALIFAX.—Brother Swindell.
LEICESTER.—Brethren Collyer, F. M. and

E. Lester, Dodge, Burton, and Smither. Sisters
Collyer, F. M. and E. Lester.

LONDON.—Brethren J. J. Andrew and T. H.
Bosher, jun.

MANCHESTER.—Brethren Teasdale and Gratz.
SALE.—Brother and sister John Birkenhead.
SHEFFIELD.—Brother and sister Savage.
At the morning meeting for the breaking

of bread, a large number of brethren and
sisters were present—about 150. The
meeting was presided over by brother
T. Swindell, ol Halifax, and addresses were
given by brethren S. G. Hayes, J. J.Andrew,
and E. Turney. The general drift of their
remarks was to the effect that they must be-
ware of attaching any other value to the bricks
and mortar than as offering a convenience
for the operation of the true house of God—
the pillar and support of the truth—com-
posed of living stones. The brethren were
also warned against settling down into a
condition of ease. The increase of con-
venience in having a house of their own,
they were exhorted to make a reason for
increased diligence in the work of dis-
seminating the good seed of the kingdom
among those by whom they were
surrounded. The meeting was very in-
teresting.

The Sunday evening lecture (by brother
E. Turney) brought together the largest
audience "the truth has ever had in Not-
tingham, the place being crowded and
chairs having to be placed in the available
spaces to comfortably seat the people. The
subject of the lecture was " The way which
they call heresy." On Monday, a tea
meeting was hefd, which was attended by
about 300 brethren and strangers. After
tea, short addresses were delivered by
several brethren, after which a lecture was
delivered by brother J. J. Andrew, of
London, on " Watchman, what of the night ?
Signs of Christ's coming and the end of this
age."

On Tuesday, brother Swindell, of Halifax,
lectured in place of brother Roberts, of
Birmingham, who was absent from the cause
above stated. Brother Swindell's subject
was, The solution provided in the truth
for all the difficulties connected with the
government and intercourse of men. On
Wednesday evening, brother Shuttleworth,
of Birmingham, lectured on " The title deeds
of life, land, and liberty." The proceedings
were brought to a close on Thursday even-
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ing, with a lecture by brother E. Turney, on
" What is the Gospel ? " The attendance at
the last three lectures was not so large as
could have been desired, owing doubtless to
the very unfavourable state of the weather.
The brethren had endeavoured by the
issue of large posters and several thousand
handbills, to make the most of the occasion
as an opportunity for presenting the truth;
but the weather to some extent interfered.
Nevertheless on the whole, the effort was a
success.

The synagogue stands in Shake-
speare Street, near its junction with Milton
Street, in one of the best positions in the
town. It is a somewhat ornate building,
designed by brother Sulley, architect, to
the directions of brother Farmer,* on whom
the burden principally falls. On the front
of the building, cut in the stone, are the
words " CHRISTADELPHIAN SYNAGOGUE,"
with Isaiah viii. 20, as a motto beneath;
" To the law and to the testimony ; if they
speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them." Preference was
given to the word " synagogue " on account of
its Israelitish association. The truth is
Jewish; salvation is of the Jews; the
brethren of Christ are adopted Jews,
and their hope is " the hope of Israel." It is
therefore meet that a building exclusively
appropriated to their use should bear a
name savouring of these things ; for the
name of the building then becomes in itself
a testimony for the truth. " Meeting house,"
u chapel," " church," " hall," are all perfectly
colourless ; or worse, some of them bad
coloured in this respect. The synagogue
presents a neat, comfortable interior, with
sitting accommodation on floor and gallery
for between five and six hundred persons.
Underneath is a large, well-lighted, high-
roofed, airy room, of equal area with the
one above. In this is an immersion bath,
with conveniences behind ; also for pro-
viding tea meetings. The room is to be
used as a school room, and for the week
night meetings of the brethren. The total
cost has been about £3,000. Nottingham
was the first place in Britain to receive the
truth at the hands of Dr. Thomas in 1848.
It is appropriate that it should be the first
to erect a building in its service. We only
hope it may be deserted before another
year is out, because of the great eclipsing
event for which we are looking, and
waiting, and praying—the appearing of the
Son of Man in power and great glory.
The state of the living stones will then be
the anxiety.

SHEFFIELD.—On Saturday, December 7th,
there were three immersions as follows, viz.:
JOSEPH BOLER (38), electro plate cutter,
formerly connected with the United Free
Church Methodists, whose first acquaintance
with the truth dates four years back, when
he came across the Twelve Lectures, which

set him on the right track; also ANN BOLEK,
his wife (37), and JAMES SKINNER (26),
silversmith, formerly independent, but has
been interested in the truth for two years.
SISTER TURNER'S immersion (wife oi brother
Turner), is also reported as having taken
place on the 20th of May, but by some
oversight was not mentioned at the time
in the Christadelphian. The number of
brethren and sisters in this place is now 12.
On the following day (Sunday) brother
Shuttleworth, from Birmingham, delivered
two lectures in a large Vestry Hall taken for
the occasion (holding 500); the subject at
both meetings was "Immortality," first as
mistakenly claimed by mortal men, and
second as offered by God through Christ
Jesus. Two hundred were estimated to be
present in the afternoon. Heavy rain
prevented so large a number in the evening,
which commenced with about sixty but
afterwards swelled to about 150. Questions
were allowed and plentifully asked after
both lectures. The questions in the evening
occupied nearly an hour and a half, which
protracted the meeting to nine o'clock. The
truth was well and attentively received,
and the brethren were therefore not a little
cheered and encouraged. A little animation
was caused at the close by a gentleman
(said to be a " Kev." teacher at a conventicle
over the way) giving out a doxology which
was sung lustily. The brethren's ordinary
meeting room holds about 100; they hold
Bible meetings and shew forth the Lord's
death every first day.

SWANSEA.—Brother Goldie reports that on
November 21st, Mr. WILLIAM E. COLES (54),
India rubber merchant, was immersed into
the saving name; also on Monday, Decem-
ber 9th, EOBERT BAWLING s (76), marine
pensioner, who belonged, more than twenty
years ago, to a meeting in Plymouth, of
which brother Moore and other brethren in
that town were members. Since that time,
he has come to see that his apprehension
of divine things was insufficient for the
obedience of faith: consequently, he was
now re-immersed.

TIPTON.—Brother Phillips, of Dudley,
reports that through one of the attendants
at the meetings there, he has been
introduced to a number of Methodist local
preachers and class leaders, to about six of
whom he had an opportunity (at a meeting
arranged for the purpose) of presenting the
truth. He is in hopes that the truth may
take root at Tipton.

WITH AM.—Brother George D. Handley,
of Maldon, some six or seven miles from
Witham, reports: "Two lectures were
delivered in the Public Hall, Witham, on
Tuesday and Thursday, December 10th and
12th: the first by father. Subject: "The
introduction of death into the world by the
First Adam and its abolition by the Second
Adam." The second by my brother Charles

* And built by a third brother—Brother Jelly,
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Subject- "The Faith and Hope of the
ancients in relation to the Great Salvation
made known in the Gospel." The first
night, about forty strangers listened very
attentively until nearly the close, when
some disturbance occurred, ending in a
warm discussion. On Thursday evening
more than double the number were present,
and it is to be hoped, judging from the
marked attention which my brother suc-
ceeded in gaining and holding throughout,
that good will follow. At the close, some
of the same party, who, it appears, are
members of the Reformed Church, again
rose to disturb. The meeting ended
in a challenge to discuss the statements
advanced, with the best man we can bring
forward. We accepted their challenge, and
accordingly arrangements will be made."

WHITBY.—Brother Winterburn reports
that brother Slade, for whom a contribution
was made some time ago, fell asleep on
November 30th. He was 38 years of age.
He leaves a wife (in the faith) and children.
Every true brother will respond to brother
Winterburn's prayer, that the rest in the
tomb may be of short duration.

AUSTRALIA.

BEECHWORTII, Victoria.— We have re-
ceived a long and interesting communica-
tion from a William Willis, who is an
inmate of Owen's Benevolent Asylum for
Incurables at this place. We propose to
publish it next month, and, therefore, need
say no more, at this time, than that an
eventful story ends in the truth entering
the wards of a habitation of woe, and thence,
after making three minds captive, strikes
into the town and throws a whole congre-
gation (Baptist) into turmoil over the
question, " What is the Truth ? "

UNITED STATES.

BRISTOL AND BOSTON.—Brother Hodgkin-
son, writing October 14th, says:—" I have
just returned from the river called
Providence. I had a very interesting time at
Bristol. I think it the duty of every
Christadelphian to proclaim the truth
wherever he goes, at the proper time of
course, because the preacher saith " there is
a time to speak, and a time to be silent." I
wrote you how I was balancing the scales of
Advent Chapel and the Town "Hall; but the
former were Tekelites, and so I went to the
Town Hall and delivered five discourses,
telling them why the Adventists rejected
" my preach," because it came straight from
the book whicli caused most of them to faint
almost away. The chapel was shut up,
and most of them came to the lectures. The
attention was profound. I was surprised; 1£
to 1| hours every Sunday evening did not

seem to be enough for them, and I used the
biggest tunnel I had. The audiences instead
of decreasing, increased up to about 250,
and although they were suprised by the
truth, I think I was more, by its effect.
I really regretted leaving the interest
awakened; yet seed must lie and die, and
sprout, the Deity will give the increase and
perhaps some other brother may some day
reap a crop. Subjects after leaving the
chapel—The gospel—The Christ—The devil
—Dives and Lazarus—The thief on the
Cross—Depart and be with Christ—Kingdom
of God within you—My kingdom not of this
world—" What shall I do to be saved ? " I
must give them a visit once in awhile in the
winter. I really think if a brother were
resident there, an ecclesia would spring up,
1 nous verrons.' Returning to Boston, I find
the old faces tugging away at vessels whose
anchors are deep set in Gentile mud. How
can they ever be got into dock ? Yet we
must labour whilst it is day; the change
will come stealthily and suddenly, and then
it is too late: despair, remorse, and sorrow.
We are on the eve of another campaign in
this city, but it is a great strain on one's
faith to see 25 in an upper chamber, among
250,000 in jewel-decked magnificence, but
the record says correct, and Paul says " let
God be true but every man a liar," and it
must be so. What a percentage! If man
had concocted the scheme of salvation, what
a different scheme it would have been; hence
the great appalling paucity of numbers;
'nevertheless, when the Son of Man cometli
shall he find ' ten pistin' on the earth?'
September 27th, we buried brother John
Buck at Milbury, Mass., whither he had
removed with his wife sister Buck, for his
health ; his immersion you recorded last
January (after 8 years' inquiry). About
twenty of the Worcester ecclesia were
present and some from Boston. The service,
which I was requested to perform, was brief,
but the attention unsatisfactory, so far as
the foreign element was concerned: the
village being small and the capacity of the
population apparently less. The§e offices
are always attended with great sadness,
' yet we sorrow not as others who have no
hope.' I have also to announce the immer-
sion of the WIFE of brother HOOPER, during
the month of September (about the 10th);
having been absent, I have not the accurate
particulars. She has been enquiring some
time, and has cast in her lot with the sect
spoken against everywhere."

THE FIRE AT BOSTON.
BOSTON (Mass).—Bro. Hodgkinson reports

the obedience of one DARNELS, who was
immersed November 3rd, having learnt the
truth by the instrumentality of Bro.
Burnett. On the subject of the recent
conflagration, Bro. Hodgkinson says :—
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"By fire and sword will the Lord plead
with all flesh" " When thy judgments are
in the earth, then shall the people learn
righteousness." I can't help thinking that
the fire judgments have commenced. Death
they fear not, as it is with them the
commencement of heavenly bliss, but the
destruction of property—oh ! my ! that is
wicked! The way, as you know, brother
R., to a man's heart is through his pocket, in
this our nineteenth century. We have had
one of those wonderful occurrences here, in
the heart of our city, " a Yankee fire." The
finest part of the mercantile quarter, of
stone, granite, iron, and brick, melted into
a conglomerate, with not one shred of
combustible debris left; streets obliterated,
land-marks gone ; desolation and smoke
marking the spot. A hundred acres of town,
and eighty millions of dollars, have in a few
short hours passed into the invisible.
Granite walls melted away, iron disappeared,
wood, glass, and roofing, like bits of tinder,
all swallowed up in the devouring element.
At the end of Water Street stands a block of
buildings ; 'tis the only block on that side
the street left. One store is burnt at this
end of the block. Here the fire was stayed.
The adjoining store was occupied by sellers
of tarred paper- for building purposes; the
next was filled with kerosene oil. That
solitary block, brother, belongs to the estate
of my father, and is the main stay of the
income of the writer. Sons of Greece say
" good Juck;" Gentiles say in bated breath,
" how strange," but we who know the
Father's care of His adopted sons, can under-
stand the meaning of all this. I was told
early on Sunday morning by four people
who knew, and one who had just come from
there, that Water Street was all gone, " Yes
sir, all gone." We went to the ecclesia and
broke bread, and then I strolled down to see
the ruin, and found that Water Street was
gone, excepting that our stores remained ;
how this has spoken to me. The Insurance
Company is ruined and can't pay one-third
of the loss. If our store had gone, it would
have been a very serious job for me; but the
Father in His mercy and goodness spared us,
to Him I ascribe all and am most thankful.
If tiic Deity is omnipotent, omniscient, and
omnipresent, who can call these things
chance, IUCK fortune ? only atheoi. All well;
Gentiles ears plugged with wax ; yet some
begin to ask what does it all mean. One
said he thought of Mr. Roberts' lecture, so
I am going to give some more of the same
complexion."

BUCYRUS.—Brother and sister Howell
report the immersion of Mrs. A. T. WIDGEON,
who, rejecting Methodism for the "faith
once delivered to the saints," has put on the
blessed name that covers our filthy rags.

CAMBRIDGE (Ohio).—Brother J. * Swan,
writing October. 18th, says : "Since my last
letter, I have had a very pleasant and

interesting visit from my sister in the flesh,
Mrs. Nancy Rose, of Page city, Iowa. For
several years she has been a diligent reader
of the Christadelphian and Twelve Lectures,
and since last winter, of the first volume
of Eureka. The TRUTH presented itself so
clearly to her mind, that she frequently
expressed (in her letters to me) a wisli that
some brother were within reach, to assist
her in obeying- it. She finally concluded
that, as she had not seen me for about eight
years, she would pay me a visit, and request
me to assist her in putting on the sav-
ing name. Accordingly, on the second
instant, I led her into the water of Will's
Creek, and in the presence of a few relatives,
our Father in heaven and His Son, our
glorious Redeemer (and probably some of
the holy angels were looking on), after
using the words, " As a believer of the
things concerning the kingdom of God and
the name of Jesus Christ, I immerse you
into the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit," I planted her in
the likeness of Christ's death, and raised her
in the likeness of his resurrection. Before
returning to her home in the far west, from
which she had come a distance of about 900
miles, at an expenditure of about 60 or 70
dollars, for the purpose principally of
obeying the gospel, she remarked that her
mind was now relieved of a burden that had
been lying heavily upon it for a long time.
When parting with her, I advised her to
attend to the daily reading of the Scriptures,
which she promised to do."

CHICAGO, 111.—Brother W A. Harris says
" We have thought it necessary to adopt the
rule adopted in England and elsewhere,
that when a stranger visits us, he be
required to produce a letter of recommenda-
tion before we receive him into our
felloAVship; failing which, we appoint a
committee to confer with him as to the
identity of his faith and practice with ours.
Please state this in the Christadelphian for
the information of the brethren." Brother
Harris also mentions a visit from brethren
Donaldson and Harper, who lectured on the
subject of God-manifestation in relation to
the human race. Wherein any may have
(unwittingly) degraded the Son of God in
time past, he thinks if they are true
children, they will acknowledge their error
and undo the.past.

Brother W. A. Harris, writing in
the middle of October, says, " On
Sunday, the 15th of August, we had the
pleasure of immersing MRS. PIKE (wife of
brother Pike,) into the saving name in which
alone salvation is to be found, and in which
all the blessings promised will eventually
have their fulfilment."

DUNDEE, Wis.—Bro. A. Eastman, writes:
" We had a meeting of two days' continuance
at Fondu Lac, in the forepart of October,
during which a lady from Osh Kosh put on
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the name of the Lord (sister Me Coy).
We had a good time generally. A letter was
there read from brother W. D. Hall, now in
Kansas, formerly from this vicinity. He has
been there some two years, and states that
one year since he baptised a man, and that
man has since then introduced over one
hundred into the name of Christ. [There
is surely some mistake about this.—ED.]
He had held a discussion with a Campbellite
preaeher, who had invited ten of his preaching
brethren to witness Hall's defeat. Since
then, two ot the ten have been baptised into
the true faith, and eight of the members, and
more were coming. Brother Hall is almost
alone as to preaching aid. He has had three
or four debates with different men anot creeds
and has been very successful."

NEW YoRK.^-Sister Lasius, writing Nov.
25th, reports the convalescence of sister
Thomas, who had been sick. She says
" We are quite pleased with the prospect of
a written life of my father. It is already-
written in indelible characters in memory's
page, and on the fleshy tablets of our hearts,
but this record cannot be perused by
others. I doubt not the forthcoming book
will prove exceedingly interesting to all
lovers of the truth, especially those who are
able to discern in my father an especial
instrument in the hands of the Deity for
the work of developing the -truth. Those
who are able to recognise the exceeding
greatness of that work, will be benefited in
their own minds by receiving a fuller sense
of the majesty of Jehovah, and of His
invisible presence and direction and power
in the upholding of His own word." Sister
Lasius reports two immersions: WILLIE
SMITH (son of brother and sister Smith, of
Brooklyn), whose understanding of the
truth, to which he has given his mind for
several years, is far in advance of his age;
and HENRIETTA BLISS (19), who learnt
much through deceased brother Lorentz,
and also by attending the Sunday School.

OGLE CO., 111.—Hence comes intimation of
the immersion, by brother James Wood
(of Winnebago), of MARY COFFMAN a"nd
EMILY PAFFENBAGER, daughters of such as
are already in the faith. Sister Wood and
brother and sister Sneath, of Plumb Eiver,
were also present from a distance, and spent
together a profitable time with the brethren.

RIPLEYS (Tyler Co., W. Va.)—Brother J.
W. Niles reports the death of bro. Thomas
Grim, sen., who fell asleep on the 3rd of
September, 1872.

SENECA FALLS (N.Y.)—Brother U. S.
Algire says "The ecclesia in this place
numbers twenty (one of whom is nigh unto
death). We meet every first day of the
week to break bread, and in the evening, we
have a Bible Class, which we find to be
very profitable. We are all in indigent
circumstances, and cannot afford to have a
respectable hall. We are, however, trying to
do the best we can in the midst of these
oppressive times. We find the weakness of
the flesh our worst enemy. That we may
have strength to overcome is our continual
prayer."

WORCESTER (Mass).—Brother Whiting
reports: " We have on our ecclesia books
the names of forty-five persons ; but by the
death of four, and by the removal of some
to other ecclesias, and other changes that
are constantly occurring, our number has
been reduced to 55. During the past two
years there has been ten added to our
number: four brothers and six sisters.
Three of them within the last four months
are Brothers FRED GATES, DAVID BRUCE,
and JOSIAH GODDARD. Other names we
have had on our books of whom we cannot
speak; God himself is judge. But we are
thankful to Him who doeth all things well
that we are a happy, united body, patiently
waiting for the consolation of Israel,
thankful that the joyful sound ever reached
our ears."

A SUGGESTION FOE, AMERICA.—Bro. George H. Ennis, of Troy, N. Y., United States
(much interested in the recent fraternal gathering in England), suggests the holding of a
similar gathering in America. He says there is considerable enquiry among the American
papers as to the doctrines of the Christadelphians, and such a meeting, he thinks, would tend
to supply the information desired ; and bring the brethren, who in most cases are personally
unknown to each other, into close and encouraging ties of friendship. Those who favour the
idea may desire to know Bro. Ennis's address, which is, " care of Jesse Ferguson,
7, Seventh Street, Troy, New York." This will enable them to correspond. Some
brethren have said that America is not (for a variety of reasons) ripe for a contentionless and
purely fraternal gathering. We shall see. At all events, we shall not have to wait.long
for the gathering from every land around the great presiding brother, who will " thoroughly
purge his floor," and remove all elements of evil.

WILLIAM H. DAVIS, PRINTER, BIRMINGHAM.
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"He (Jesus) that sanctiflethf and they who are sanctified, are all of one (FatherJ:
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN."—(Heb. ii. 11.)

" For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THE
SONS OF GOD."—(Rom. viii. 19.)
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TKADITIONS OF THE AHOIBHTB THE SOTTL.

AT the time of Christ's appearance
in Judea, there were two species of
philosophy that generally prevailed
throughout ' the civilized world ; '
the one that of Greece, the other what
is usually termed the Oriental. Both
these were split into various sects,
but with this distinction : that those
which sprang from the oriental
system all proceeded upon one common
principle, and, of course, had many
similar tenets, though they might
differ as to some particular inferences
and opinions ; whilst those to which
the philosophy of Greece gave rise,
were divided in opinion respecting the
elements or first principles of wisdom,
and were consequently widely separa-
ted from each other in the whole
course of their discipline. The
apostle Paul in his writings is thought
to have adverted to these systems—to
that of Greece in Col. ii. 8, and to the
oriental in 1 Tim. i. 4 ; iv. 7; and vi.
20, in all which places, he strongly
warns Christians to beware of
blending the doctrines of either with
the simple gospel of Jesus Christ.
" Happy/' says an excellent writer,

* had it been for the Christian Church
could they have taken the admonition
which was thus given them by the
apostle; but vain and presumptuous
man could not rest satisfied with ' the
truth as it is in Jesus'—the wisdom
that leads to eternal life as it came
pure from above; but must exercise
his ingenuity in fruitless attempts to
reconcile i t ; first of all with the
principles of the oriental philosophy,
and afterwards with many of the
dogmas of the Grecian sects."

Of all the departments of revealed
truth, none has been more successfully
obscured by mythological philosophy,
than the constitution and destiny of
man. While the mystery of iniquity
was secretly working, it blended the
traditions of the Greeks and orientals
with the pure doctrines of Jesus and
his apostles; so that when #he who
restrained his uncontrolled operations
was taken out of the way, he had
prepared a system of opinions which
gave birth to the dogmas of purgatory
and its Protestant offspring of an
setherial intermediate state, and all
the traditions thereto belonging.
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Illustrative of this remark, we shall
present the reader with the traditions
held by the ancients of the several
sects of Greek and oriental philosophy.
If he is acquainted with the traditions
of Komanists and Protestants, he will
be able to compare them with the
tenets of the Pagans, and to judge for
himself of the justness of our
remarks.

The Epicureans, who placed the
chief good in voluptuous gratification,
maintained that the souls of men are
born and perish. Paul seems to refer
to their dogmas when he says, " If
after the manner of men, I have
fought with beasts at Ephesus, what
does it advantage me if the dead rise
not? Let us eat and drink, for to-
morrow we die," according to the
doctrine of the Epicureans. It may
be observed here that Paul fixes his
attention upon the period of the
resurrection, when he will reap the
advantage of having fought with wild
beasts at Ephesus on account of the
faith of Jesus. In none of his
writings does he look for the great
recompense of reward before that
coming event. The Scriptures deny
this dogma of the Epicureans, for
they teach that " living souls" or
animal men, die, but do not perish
under certain conditions.

The Academics considered it a
matter of doubt and uncertainty
whether "the soul" was perishable
or immortal.

The Peripatetics insinuated, though
they did not plainly teach, a disbelief
of the soul's future existence.

The Platonists considered the Deity
as totally unconnected with any
material substance. The souls of men
they conceived to proceed from this pre-
eminent source, and as partaking of
its nature, to be incapable of death.
This is* what is meant by the souls
being divinaz particula oeura—a particle
of the divine essence. They believed
that the soul during its continuance
in the body was in a state of im-
prisonment, and that we ought to
endeavour, by means of contempla-
tion, to set it free, and restore it to an
alliance with the divine nature.

The Stoics denied " the immortality
of the soul."

Oriental philosophers, though di-
vided into a great variety of sects,
seem to be generally agreed in
believing that a subordinate Deity,
whom they named Demiurgus, was the
creator of the world, which he
peopled with men and other animals.
That this was originally dark, but
that he illuminated it with a ray of
celestial light, either secretly stolen or
imparted through the bounty of
Buthos, the pre-eminent being, who
inhabits the Aion Pleroma, or ever-
lasting region of light. That
Demiurgus likewise communicated to
the bodies he had formed, and which
would otherwise have remained destitute
of reason and uninstructed, except in
what relates to mere animal life,
particles of the divine essence, or souls
of a kindred nature to the Deity.

Man, therefore, while he continued
in this world, they supposed to be
compounded of two principles, acting
in direct opposition to each other—
an earthly, corrupt, and vitiated body,
and a soul partaking of the Deity,
being derived from the region of purity
and light. The soul or ethereal part
being through its connection with
the body, confined as it were, within a
prison of matter, was constantly
exposed to the danger of being
involved in ignorance, and acquiring
every sort of evil propensity from the
impulse and contagion of the vitiated
mass by which it was enveloped. To
remedy this, they supposed that
Buthos sent inspired teachers into the
world, much to the displeasure of
Demiurgus and his associate genii,
who had rebelled against him, and
who not only tormented but slew the
messengers of heaven. The minds or
souls that listened to the calls of
Buthos by his messengers, they sup-
posed, on the dissolution of their
bodies, to be directly borne away,
or as Protestants sing :

"Borne on angels' wings to heaven,
Glad the summons to obey."

pure, aerial, and disengaged from
everything gross or material, to the
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immediate residence of God Himself ;
whilst those who rejected their ad-
monitions were denied the hope of
exaltation after death, and could only
expect to migrate into new bodies,
suited to their base, sluggish, and
degraded condition. When the grand
work of setting free all these minds or
souls should be accomplished, God, it
was supposed, would dissolve the fabric
of this lower world.

The moral discipline deduced from
this system of philosophy by its
votaries was all made to bear upon the
mortification of the body, so that the
material frame being thus, by every
means, weakened and brought low,
the celestial spirit might the more
readily escape from its contagious
influence and regain its native liberty.

Such were some of the things which
constituted " the wisdom of the wise "
and the "knowledge of the prudent"
of the Gentile world, at the time of
Christ's appearance upon the earth.
Those who held them were wise and
prudent in their own esteem. After
all their speculations upon the Deity
and the soul and body, or constitution
of man, they were unable to find out
the truth. But this " wisdom of the
world " and of its rulers was not the
wisdom taught by Paul among " THE
PERFECT." The wisdom that he spoke
was a secret to the world, and had
been concealed until the proclamation
of u the truth as it is in Jesus." The
wisdom of God, though esteemed
foolishness, as at this day by the wise,
the prudent and the great, did not
teach " the perfect" the oriental
philosophy of the " two principles."
Had it done so, it would have taught
a " wisdom" unconcealed, and
therefore, not a " mysterious wisdom."
This wisdom of the Greeks and
Orientals God has determined to
destroy ; as it is written : " I will
destroy the wisdom of the wise and
the knowledge of the prudent."
Much of this spurious wisdom and
knowledge has been destroyed;
though much still remains to be done
away with. The original proclamation
of the gospel emancipated many
from the besotting influence of this

foolish wisdom ; the controversies of
our age will disenthral a few of our
contemporaries, but the world waits
for the authoritative proclamation of
the gospel of the everlasting age for
the final extinction of the traditions,
tales, and fictions palmed upon it for
the " mysterious wisdom of God."

It is manifest from the evidence
adduced by various learned men, that
in addition to superstitious observances,
drawn from the religious worship of hea-
then nations which were introduced and
blended with those of divine institution,
the Jews held many erroneous principles
probably brought from Babylon and
Chaldea by their ancestors on their
return from captivity, or adopted by
the inconsiderate multitude in con-
formity to the example of their
neighbours, the Greeks, the Syrians,
and the Egyptians. We cannot,
therefore, expect to find their in-
telligence as to divine things of a
very superior description. Their
opinions and sentiments, however,
respecting the Deity, the divine
nature, the angels, demons, the souls
of men, &c, appear to have been less
extravagant, and formed on more
rational grounds than those of any
other nation. Though this was the
case, they had gradually incorporated
with them so large a mixture of what
was fabulous and absurd, as nearly
to deprive the truth of all its force
and energy.

The spiritual guides of Israel whom
Jesus terms blind leaders of the blind,
were principally divided into Phari-
sees, Sadducees, and Essenes. They
held various and opposite traditions,
which were, for the most part,
anything but the wisdom and
revelation contained in the law, the
prophets, and the Psalms. They
were spiritually blind, though they
said " we see," and the people who
believed them were blind also. Their
opinions and sentiments, therefore,
are but of little consequence to those
who would learn the true character of
God, of His institution, or of the
constitution of man. The Pharisees
believed in a resurrection to eternal
life, and of a future state of rewards
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and punishments. The Sadducees
denied the resurrection of the dead,
and, therefore, doomed mankind,
without exception, to perdition.
Hence, as there was no hereafter in
their judgment, they considered that
all rewards and punishments were
restricted to this life. Jesus corrected
this unscriptural notion by propound-
ing to them the parable of the rich
man and Lazarus, in which he plainly
taught them, and he referred to Moses
and the prophets in confirmation of
what he said, that there was a future
state, and that in that state there
were both rewards and punishments.

The Essenes, a third sect among the
Jews, are divided by some historians
into the practical and theoretical
Essenes. The former were distributed
over the countries of Syria, Palestine,
and Egypt. Their faith was based on
the oriental philosophy. They sup-
posed the souls of men to have fallen
by a disastrous fate from the regions
of purity and light, into the bodies
which they occupy, during their
continuance in which they supposed
them to be confined, as it were,
within the walls of a loathsome
dungeon. For this reason they did
not believe in a resurrection of the
animal man, although it was their
opinion that the soul would be
rewarded or punished in a future state,
according to its deserts. This is
practically the doctrine of Protestants.
They cultivated great abstinence, as
do the Romanists on certain days,
allowing themselves but little bodily
nourishment or gratification, from an
apprehension that the immortal spirit
might be thereby encumbered and
weighed down. It was their en-
deavour, too, by constant meditation,
to withdraw the mind, as much as
possible, from the contagious in-
fluence of the corrupt mass by which
it was unhappily enveloped.

The theoretical Essenes withdrew
themselves to solitary places. In this
state of seclusion from the world and
its concerns, they studied to reduce
and keep the body low, by allowing it
nothing beyond the most slender
subsistence, and, as far as possible, to

detach and disengage the soul from it
by perpetual contemplation, so that
the immortal spirit might, in defiance
of its corporeal imprisonment, be kept
constantly aspiring after its native
liberty and light, and be prepared
immediately on the dissolution of the
body, to reascend to those celestial
regions from whence it originally
sprang. They practised, in their
weekly assemblies, certain parts of
Shakerism with considerable energy.
They followed up a feast on bread,
water, and salt with a " sacred dance."
At first the men and women danced
in two separate parties, but at length
their minds or souls, according to
their own account, kindling with a
sort of divine ecstasy,, the two com-
panies joined in one, mutually striving
by various shouts and songs of the
most vehement kind, accompanied
with the most extravagant motions
and gesticulations of the body, to-
manifest the fervent glow of that
divine love with which they professed
to be inflamed. " To such an extent
of folly," says Mr. Jones, "may men
be led by the spirit of enthusiasm,
and in consequence of their enter-
taing erroneous principles respecting
the Deity, and the origin of the human
soul I "

When we review these opinions of
the ancients, we cannot wonder at the
reception which Paul's proclamation
met with by the Epicureans and
Stoics at Athens. He announced to
them, as he did to all, not the resur-
rection of " immortal souls," or the
" reunion of human spirits with their
bodies," but the re-animation of mortal
bodies by the spirit of God, in order
that they might live for ever in the
enjoyment of life, or that they might be
punished with the second death; as it
is written, " I F the Spirit of Him who
raised up Jesus from the dead, dweil
in you (this is the condition) he who
raised up Christ from the dead will
also make alive your mortal bodies,
jy his Spirit that dwells in you.'
And again : " If you live according to
the flesh, you shall die," that is, you
shall die the second death; but if
through the Spirit, you put to death
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the deeds of the body, you shall live;"
that is, for ever in the enjoyment of
life.

The doctrine of Christ concerning a
resurrection from the dead and an
eternal judgment, was well calculated
to put to silence the ignorance of the
foolish philosophers and sectarists of
the Jewish and Gentile worlds. It
taught them the absolute mortality of
man as a whole ; that this mortality was
superinduced by the transgression of
God's law by the first man, and that, con-
sequently, the world was in & perishing
state ; that as all men were entirely
mortal as well as actual transgress-
ors, no man could redeem his brother at
any price ; that God, notwithstanding
the wickedness of man, loved the world
which He had made, and which once he
had pronounced " all very good; " that
His unrequited love prompted Him to
save the world from extinction ; that
in order to do this, He sent His Son
into the world, that whosoever of the
world should believe on him may not
perish, but obtain the opposite, which
is eternal life. The doctrine of Christ
taught men that in him, the Word of
God, was life; that he, and not
" immortal souls," was the Life of the
World; that he was the Lord of Life ;

that those who would not receive him
should not see life, but should abide
the vengeance of the Almighty, who
would destroy them with " an ever-
lasting destruction," depriving them
of " soul and body" by " the
damnation of hell," which is " the
second death."

How different is this doctrine from
the traditions of the ancient and
modern schools of the wise and
prudent of the world. It presents
eternal life as the reward of virtue,
or obedience to God. It sets it forth
as the spontaneous gift of His own
benevolence ; it makes Him, and not
mortal bodies, the depository of the
life of man. It magnifies the glory
and renown of Jesus, through whom
alone the grace, gift, or favour
of life is bestowed. It makes him the
object of earnest expectation ; of an
ardent hope that he will soon appear,
and bring his reward of life with
him for all his faithful followers. It
increases the value of the gospel a
hundredfold ; for it, and it alone, is
the power of God to salvation from
sin and the second death.—(Dr.
THOMAS in the Apostolic Advocate,
1837.)

SOEAPS PEOM DE. THOMAS'S PAPEES.

THE LAW AND ITS SUBSTANCE.
John i. 17.—The Law was given through

Moses, the grace (Holy Spirit) and the truth
came through Jesus Christ.

Rom. ii. 17-20.—Behold, 0 Jew, instructed
out of the law, thou hast the pattern,
(morphosis) of the knowledge and of the
truth in the law. I am the truth.—(John
xiv. 6.)

Heb. viii. 3-5.—Priests offering gifts and
sacrifices according to the law, serve for a
typical representation (impodeigma), and
adumbration (skid) of heavenly things,
according as Moses was admonished of
God when he was about to make
the tabernacle; for, saith ke: " See
thou make all things after the

pattern (typou), showed to thee in the
Mount."

Heb. ix. 8, 9.—The first tabernacle was a
similitude Qparabole) for the time then
present, in which were offered gifts and
sacrifices.

Heb. ix. 19-23.—It was necessary that the
typical representation (ta hypodeigmata) of
things in the heavens should be purified with
blood of calves and of goats, with water and
scarlet wool, and hyssop, but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices
than these.

Heb. ix. 19, 24.—The holy places made
with hands are the antitypes (antitipa) of
the true.

Heb. xi.—The law having a shadow of
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good things to come, and not the very image
of the things, can never with those sacrifices
which they offered year by year, continually
make the comers thereunto perfect.

Col. ii. 16, 17.—Meats, drinks, holydays,
new moons, and sabbaths, are an adumbra-
tion of things to come, but the body (soma,
casting the shadow) is of the Christ.

Gal. iv. 3, 5.—The law—the elements of
the world—ta stoikeia tou kosmou.

Rom. iii. 21,22.—But now the righteousness
of God without the law is manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets,
through faith of Jesus Christ unto all and
upon all that believe.

Rom. vii. 14.—The law is holy, spiritual,
—(v. 16;) good (1 Tim. 1,8.)

Gal. iii. 24.—The law was our schoolmaster
to Christ.

Rom. x. 4.—Christ is the end of the law
for righteousness.

Psalm cxix. 18.—Open Thou mine eyes that
I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law.

John vi. 46.—Moses wrote of me.
Luke xxiv.—Beginning at Moses and all

the prophets, he expounded unto them in all
the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

Luke xxiv. 44.—All things must be
fulfilled which were written in the law of
Moses and in the prophets, and in the
Psalms concerning me. Then he opened
their understanding that they might under-
stand the Scriptures.

Acts xxvi. 22.—I say none other things
than those which the prophets and Moses did
say should come; that the Christ should
suffer, and that he should be the first that
should rise from the dead, and should show light
unto the people and unto the Gentiles.

Acts xxviii. 24.—And he expounded and
testified the kingdom of God, persuading
them concerning Jesus, both out of the law
of Moses and out of the prophets, from
morning till evening.

JEHOVAH,
Imperial Lord of the boundless universe,
dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no

man hath seen or can see, and live.
JESUS,

Imperial Monarch and High Priest of all the
Earth on David's throne.

THE SAINTS,
Advocate Kings and Priests to God with

Jesus.

LEVFS PRIESTHOOD,
Priests to Israel and the nations worship-

pers at Jerusalem.
ISRAEL'S TRIBES,

The kingdom of God, or Jehovah's First
Born of the many nations, constituted his

sons in Abraham their paternal chief.
THE NATIONS,

The inheritance of Jehovah's king to the
ends of the earth.

AN ENGLISH CORRESPONDENT IN
1853 TO THE DR.

" You have unfolded very beautifully ' the
gospel of the kingdom ' and its ' mystery' in
your February number of last volume, in
reply to Mr. N. Anthony, of Tennessee.
Your readers are under much obligation to
you for this lucid and comprehensive
epitome of ' the truth as it is in Jesus.' I
thank you sincerely for it on my own account.
I have been much impressed with your
remarks on the reason of the Lord's condem-
nation before Pilate, namely, his claim to the
throne of Israel. Is it not a striking
evidence of the perversion of Christianity
that multitudes of its professors now
virtually deny a truth, nay even the truth
itself, for the confession of which he
suffered martyrdom ? And as you have
irrefragably shown, it could only be as king
of the twelve tribes in Palestine that his
pretensions to royalty could excite the
jealousy of Caesar. As the ruler of some
planet remote from earth, promising to
transport his adherents thither at death, he
could not interfere with Caesar's usurped
authority. You have well defined the
' mystery of the gospel.' How universally
this is put for that of which it only forms a
part. One striking feature of your writing
is condensation of thought. Multum in
parvo may be inscribed upon them all. Thus
they will alwavs bear and often require a
second and a third perusal. I trust you
have an increase of subscribers for the
current volume, and such as will sustain
you in your earnest contention for ' the
faith once delivered to the saints.'

That is a very excellent article on ' the
World's Prophets' which you republished
from the London Quarterly Journal of
Prophecy. It charms one like a lovely song.
I thought of the * God-made kings of the
future age, knowing here but obedience,
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patience, sorrow, weakness; then ruling
the world in righteousness' till my heart
was surcharged with emotion, my eyes with
tears. * The kingliest kings are crowned
with thorns,' it has been said. The idea is
beautiful—thril^'ngly beautiful. And Paul
says as much in ' As ye are partakers of the
sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consola-
tion.1 The poet does but echo 'what the
spirit saith unto the church.'

I thank you for your kindness in replying
to my remarks concerning the parable. 1 see
it now. It is a parable illustrative of
certain things related to the kingdom, and
represents Abraham and Dives as sup-
positionally resurrected. Supposing them
raised from the dead at the period of our
Lord's discourse, what passes between them
is natural enough. It seems that in order to
impress his hearers more forcibly, our Lord
exhibits to their view a vivid picture, in
which the future resurrection is forestalled,
and they, instead of their posterity, shown
as the living of that epoch. Then he puts
into the mouths of Abraham and the rich
man the sentiments they might well be
supposed to entertain concerning the
covetousness and impertinence of the
Pharisees. You misunderstood me in sup-
posing that I thought that repentance would
be ' offered to the resurrected covetous
among Jews or Gentiles,' but to the living
at our Lord's appearing, whose probation
would be completed in the age to come.

I want to know what is the difference
between some of the phases of mesmerism
and the witchcraft prohibited by the Mosaic
Law. Mayo shows the movement of a
* divining rod' to result from the od-force ;
and Moses says ' he that hath divination is
an abomination to the Lord.' That influence
by which one individual subjects another
to his will, so that he acts, speaks, feels, and
even thinks in obedience to hi« suggestions,
has not its exercise in days gone by
brought its unfortunate possessors to the
flames kindled for the punishment of wizards
and witches ? We pity the fate of
these unhappy wretches now, and declaim
against the ignorance and superstition of
their persecutors, yet God says ' Thou shalt
not suffer a witch to live,' and commands
that all such shall be stoned to death. If
magnetism and witchcraft be not identical,
I cannot conceive what the latter was. Do

philosophize a little for the enlightenment of
your readers upon this matter.

I am glad to see you discussing the
subject of the punishment of the wicked, in
a recent number of the Herald. You have
ably exposed President Campbell's soi
disant logic, and conferred a real benefit on
the cause of truth. I, for one, thank you
for your elucidation of the scriptural
doctrines of ' everlasting punishment.' How
amendable must the common version be if
the passages you cite be indeed (as I doubt
not they are) as you render them. I have
heard it denned as ' age-lasting punishment,'
but you say it imports #y£-punishment,
simply denoting the epoch, not the duration
of punishment. This passage in Matt. xxv.
is the only one I have found difficult. I can
explain the others most commonly brought
forward by our opponents, and I am
anxious to understand well this also. Are
you certain you are right ?

A text the opposition considers a strong-
hold, is our Lord's assertion in regard to the
fire—'that it shall never be quenched.' Now,
I find precisely the same language used in
reference to Jerusalem in Jeremiah xvii. 27.
God says there : ' I will kindle a fire in the
gates thereof, and it shall devour the
palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be
quenched.' We see in what sense this
threatening must be understood by its
fulfilment. That fire has been kindled in
the Holy City, and has burnt her palaces and
' all the houses therein (2 Kings xxv. 9),
but it is not burning now. In regard to
them, it has not been quenched, yet it has,
in fact, been extinguished, for it no longer
exists.

Again, when they quote Jude 7th, we may
admit, I think, that the wicked ' shall suffer
the vengeance of eternal fire' in the sense in
which those cities did'; for it is obvious that
the import of the phrase is not that their
fiery punishment is unceasing, but irretriev-
able, not unending in its action, but in its
consequences. I rejoice you are taking up
this subject in good earnest, for I consider it
very important. If it could ever be proved
to me that the writings of the prophets
and apostles taught the ' endless torment' of
the creeds, I must reject it as the inter-
polated speculation of cruel and ignorant
men. Well do you style the teachers
advocating such a doctrine savage. They
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make Him who says of Himself that He is
' love,' more ferocious than themselves.

I am truly glad that the friends of the
truth in America are resolved that the
Serald shall live. Blessing be upon the

head of all such liberal souls as brother
Lemmon. I trust that its subscribers here
will aid their efforts. It richly deserves
support. "Wishing you ample success, I
remain yours faithfully, E.D."

England, 1853.

BEGUN BUT NEVEK FINISHED,

A BIBLE DICTIONARY UPON WHICH DR. THOMAS

Was engaged at the time of his death.

BITTER. " And the Egyptians made
the lives of the children of Israel
bitter with hard bondage."—(Exod. i. 14.)
The Egyptians therefore caused Israel
to become a bitter water. The
following is the description of another
cause of bitterness of which many
Israelites died: " Lo, I raise up the
Chaldeans, a bitter and hasty nation,
which shall march through the breadth
of the land, to possess the dwelling-
places that are not theirs. They are
terrible and dreadful. Their horses also
are swifter than the leopards, and are
more fierce than tfie evening wolves;
and their horsemen shall fly as the eagle
that hasteth to eat. They shall come
all for violence: their faces shall sup up
the east wind, and they shall gather the
captivity as the sand. And they shall
scoff at the kings, and the princes shall
be a scorn unto them : they shall deride
every stronghold ; for they shall heap
earth, and take it."—(Hab. i. 6.) Here
the Chaldeans become "wormwood;"
and the people they tormented by their
invasions were wormwooded, or made
wormwood; and as a conclusion of
their embittered condition, many of
them died, that is, that which
constituted the bitterness, killed them
with political and physical death.

This illustration will explain the
use of the words " bitter" and
" wormwood," occurrent in Rev. viii. 11.
" The name of the star is called
Wormwood/ and the third part of the
waters became ivormivood ; and many
men died of the waters because they
were made bitter.'1'' The Chaldeans
and Israel are not alluded to here; by

what occurred in their relations
illustrates what occurred in the
relations of the " star" and the
" waters," and the use of the terms
predicting it. The apocalyptic waters
are " people, multitudes, nations and
tongues."—(Rev. xvii. 15.)

" Bitter " occurs also in Rev. x. 9,10:
" Take the little scroll and eat it up.
and it shall make thy belly bitter ; but
it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey."
According to the Mosaic law, when
" the belly " was " made bitter,"

judgment and curse were the conse-
quence. See Trial of Jealousy.—
(Numb. v. 11-31.) The little scroll
given to John to eat contained judg-
ments, which were written therein
against the " peoples, and nations, and
tongues, and kings," before whom
they have to prophesy who are
represented by John in the scene.
That the scroll contained judgment is
manifest from the effects produced
upon the eater. They were both
" sweet" and " bitter." The following
testimony will make this evident.
Thus it is written in Psalm xix. 9:
" The judgments of Jehovah are truth,
and altogether righteous. They are
more desirable than gold; yea, than
much fine gold: sweeter•, also, than
honey and the drippings of honey-
combs. Moreover, by them is thy
servant warned; in keeping them
there is great reward." Thus, the
scroll contained judgments which were
sweet to John's mouth, or taste (Ps.
cxix. 193), because they were for those
who were enemies to the saints; but
they were bitter to his belly, as
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representative of their nature, in the
torment their infliction would develop
in those who should he destroyed by
them.

" Thy words were found," says
Jeremiah, " and I did eat them ; and
thy word was unto me the joy and
rejoicing of my heart."—(xv. 16.)
Eating a scroll is a symbolical action
signifying the eating of the words
written therein. Men eat the words
of a book when they read, mark, learn,
and inwardly digest them. When the
ideas of the book become theirs, they
are assimilated, converted, as it were,
into their own mentality, so that they
think, speak, and act in accordance
with them : the book is eaten. If they
like the ideas, if they are " the joy
and rejoicing of their hearts," the
ideas are to their taste, or sweet to
the mouth. But when, under their
inspiration, they give utterance to the
judgments against the peoples, out of
their belly flows a stream of bitterness,
which is torment and destruction to
those who have to drink. This is the
nature of " the seven thunders," and
of the seventh trumpet which succeeds
them: " lamentations, and mourning,
and woe," for them who have made
war upon the saints, and prevailed
against them.

BLACK. This symbol occurs in two
places of the Apocalypse. First in Rev.
vi. 5—" And I beheld, and lo a black
horse ; and he that is sitting upon him
having a balance in his hand. And I
heard a voice in the midst of the four
living ones saying, A quart of corn for
sixteen cents, and three quarts of
barley for sixteen cents; but the oil
and the wine thou mayest not have
injured."

In Scripture, black is representative
of mourning, famine, distress, &c.
This is evident from Jer. xiv. 1—
" The word of Jehovah that came to
Jeremiah concerning the dearth. Judah
mourneth, and the gates thereof
wasteth ; they are black to the earth ;
and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up.
And their nobles have sent their little
ones to the waters ; they came to the
pits and found no water ; they returned
with their vessels empty ; they Avere

ashamed and confounded, and covered
their heads. Because the ground is
fissured, for there was no rain on the
earth, the plowmen were ashamed,
they covered their heads. Yea, the
hind also calved in the fields and
forsook it, because there was no grass.
And the wild asses did stand on the
high places ; they snuffed up the wind
like dragons; their eyes did fail,
because there was no grass." And,
again, " Our skin was black, like an
oven, because of the terrible famine."—
(Lam. v. 10.) This is the reason why
the skin of the horse is black, in
the text before us. The community
symbolized by u the horse," was black
by reason of the terrible famine which
prevailed in the third seal-period. See
Balance.

In the second place, black occurs in
the 12th verse. Here it is " the sun,"
not a horse, that is affected by black-
ness ; and the blackness is consequent
upon " an earthquake," instead of the
price of grain. It is, therefore, not
famine in this place, but a political
darkening of the sun. The following
quotation will illustrate the use of the
word. Speaking of the Hebrew polity,
the prophet says, " I beheld the earth,
and lo, it was without form and void ;
and the heavens, and they had no light.
I beheld the mountains, and lo, they
trembled, and all the hills moved
lightly. I beheld, and lo, no man,
and all the birds of the heaven were
fled. I beheld, and lo, the fruitful
place was a wilderness, and all the
cities thereof were broken down at
the presence of Jehovah, and by His
fierce anger. For this hath Jehovah
said, "The whole land shall be desolate ;
yet will I not make a full end. For
this shall the earth mourn, and the
heavens above be black.'1''—(Jer. iv. 28.)
The present condition of Hebrew
affairs in the Holy Land is a practical
illustration of the blackness of heavens.
The sun, moon, and stars, of the
Hebrew commonwealth, or kingdom,
are all black as sackcloth of hair; so
that in the heavens thereof there is no
light : and so long as the land
continues desolate under Gentile
domination, the land will be without
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form and void, and political darkness
will prevail.

The blackness of heavens is conse-
quent upon revolution and war. These
caused the blackness of the Hebrew
heavens, and that of all the heavens
of the nations which have hitherto
been darkened. A blackened sun is
not a sun destroyed, but intensely
eclipsed. Having passed through the
eclipse, it emerges with new light.
Thus, the government may have been
imperial before the darkening, and
continue imperial after i t ; but in the
transition from lignt into darkness,
and from darkness into light again,
have passed into altogether different
hands, whose principles and policy are
diametrically opposed.

BLASPHEMY.—This is a Greek
word. It is derived from, or is rather
a condensation of the phrase, fiXaTneLv
TTJV (prjfirjv, blaptein tain phaimain,
injuring the reputation. Hence, any
evil thing that injures the reputation
of another, is blasphemy of that
person's name.

In Ezek. xxxv. 10, 12, 13, Idumea is
charged with " blasphemies against
the mountains of Israel;" and, there-
fore, with boasting against Jehovah,
and multiplying their words against
him, in saying that " These two nations
(Israel and Judah) and these two
countries (Judea and Samaria) shall be
mine, and we will possess it, though
Jehovah was there.11 If Idumea's
declaration were a fact, the reputa-
tion of Jehovah for truth would be
destroyed ; for he has solemnly sworn,
by his own existence, that the Gentiles
shall not possess it, but that it shall
be Abraham and his seed's for ever.
We are instructed, then, by this
Scripture, that to affirm any thing
which, in its logical conclusion, nullifies
Jehovah's promises, is blasphemy.
Hence, blasphemy is at this day the
high crime of " Christendom " against
God. Its rulers have decreed that the
Holy Land shall continue an integral
part of the Ottoman empire for ever!
And its pious, God-fearing, and
charitable Christian people scoff at the
idea of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,

and their seed, the Christ (inclusive of
all that are in him) with the twelve
regenerated tribes of Israel, shall
possess the land and dwell therein for
ever! Idumeans all. Their piety is
blasphemy against Jehovah; for they
make God a liar by their traditions.

But blasphemy signifies idolatry,
which is a practical nullification of
the truth of God, and rebellion
against His sovereignty. Addressing
Israel, He saith, " In this your fathers
have blasphemed me, in that they have
committed a trespass against me. For
when I had brought them into the
land for the which I lifted up mine
hand to give it unto them, then they
saw every high hill, and all the thick
trees, and they offered there their
sacrifices, and there they presented the
provocation of their offering; there,
also they made their sweet savour,
and poured out their drink-
offerings. . . . And they said, We
will be as the Gentiles, as the families
of the countries, to serve wood and
stone."—(Ezek. xx. 27.) Hence, it is
added, " They have burned incense
upon the mountains, and blasphemed
me upon the hills."—(Isa. lxv. 7.)

The word blasphemy occurs in a few
places of the Apocalypse. In Rev. ii.
9, it is indicated as an offence of
which certain of the ecclesia in Smyrna
were guilty. It consisted in their
pretending to be " Jews" when they
had no scriptural claim to the honour.
Therefore, the Spirit saith to all such,
" I know the blasphemy of them who
say they are Jews, and are not, out
are the synagogue of Satan. Hence,
they were liars ; and their blasphemy,
lying.—(Rev. iii. 9.) All the pious
who claim to be " Christians," but who
cannot establish their claim by the
Scriptures, are in the position of those
in Smyrna ; for to be scripturally " in
Christ1"1 or a Christian, is to be an
apocalyptic " Jew" and vice versa.—
(Rom. ii. 28, 29.)

The next place is Rev. xiii. 1, 5, 6,—
" And over the heads of the beast
of the sea, a name of blasphemy:"
" and there was given to the beast a
mouth, speaking great things and

'mies.11 " And he opened his
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mouth in blasphemy against God, to
blaspheme His name, and His taber-
nacle, and them dwelling in the
heaven." The name of blasphemy
is " the name of the beast," and
represented by " six hundred and sixty-
six," which is termed " the number of
his name" (ver. 17). Apocalyptically,
a name is an aggregation of those
characteristics which make a thing
what it is. The beast's name is
blasphemy. It is, therefore, an
idolatrous dominion, at war, in
principle and practice with God and
all scripturally related to Him. But
what kind of blasphemy is the beast's?
The number of its name is the answer
to the question. Six hundred and
sixty-six is Lateinos in the Greek, and
Romiith in the Hebrew. Hence, it is
the LATIN BLASPHEMY, of which the
Papal dynasty is th« mouth ; that is,
the idolatrous dominion sustained by
the beast and its horns. " In all its
heads, in all its forms of government,
Rome was guilty of idolatry and
blasphemy. Imperial Rome was
called, and its people delighted to be
called, the Eternal City, the Heavenly
City, the Goddess of the earth, the
Goddess of all nations, which has no
equal, no rival." " The coins of many
of those Greek cities show," says
Spanheim, " that they considered
Rome the Capital of the world, as
some celestial deity, or the goddess
of the earth and all nations, as she is
described by the poet Martial, and
that she was to be distinguished by
divine honours, by temples, priests,
and servants, and even by the title of
the Goddess Rome."

The Spirit has styled this goddess,
"THE GREAT HARLOT, that sitteth
upon many waters, which has made
the inhabitants of the earth drunk
with the wine of her fornication."—
(Rev. xvii. 1, 2.) These waters, or
inhabitants, in their political (which
includes their ecclesiastical) organiza-
tion, are represented by the beast on
which she sits, and which has not only
" a name of blasphemy" over it, but
is also "full of names of blasphemy."
These are "the names," or as the
phrase is, " the names and denomina-

tions of Christendom.'''1 The Gentile
beast being " full of " these " names,"
it is not surprising that when it opens
its mouth it should " speak great
things and blasphemies." Blasphe-
mous, however, as the Harlot is, she
is not the only one that utters
blasphemies. Her offspring are as
blasphemous as she ; for they all
teach for " gospel" what, in its logical
results, nullifies the promises of
Jehovah. In doing this, they
" blaspheme God's name ;" for if what
they teach be true, the doctrine of
God is false. There is no middle
ground between these alternatives.
Their doctrine and God's doctrine
cannot both be true ; for "the names"
teach the very opposite to what God
positively affirms. See, under Balaam,
a comparison between the doctrine of
the apostles and that of the " clergy,"
or the "holy orders" of the names."
There is no agreement in any par-
ticular ; and as truth is never at
variance with itself, and God is true,
the only logical and scriptural
conclusion is, that "the names" are
liars and, therefore, " names of
blasphemy." They blaspheme God,
His name, His tabernacle, and them
tabernacling in the heaven.—(Rev.
xiii. 6.)

BLOOD.—This is used several times
in the Apocalypse, but not always in
the same sense. In Rev. i. 5, it is
referred to as that in which the saints
are washed, and stands for "the name
of the Lord Jesus," in which, Paul
tells the baptised believers in Corinth,
they were washed.—(1 Cor. vii. 11.)
" Washed in the' blood of Jesus
Christ," and " washed, sanctified, and
justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus and the Spirit of God," are
equivalent expressions. For to be
washed in the one, is to be washed
also in the other.

But the blood of Jesus is not
materially present and accessible to
men ; they cannot, therefore, plunge
into it, and wash. The washing in
blood for remission is, consequently,
not a corporeal or bodily washing
therein ; yet there must be a washing',
having, in some sense, a connection
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with the blood of Jesus, that the term
washing may be properly connected
with it. Paul informs us that there is
such a washing, and tells us also
what the washing fluid is, in the
following passage : " Having, then,
brethren, freedom into the entrance-
place of the holies, with the blood of
Jesus, a way recently slain and living,
which he consecrated for us by the
veil, that is, his flesh : and having a
high-priest over the house of God;
we can approach with true heart, in
full assurance of faith, having hearts
been sprinkled from an evil con-
science, and the body having been
washed in pure water, we can hold
fast the confession of the hope
without wavering."—(Heb. x. 19-23.)
By this' the apostle teaches us that
there is a sprinkling of heart, and a
washing of body; and that the washing
Is done in water. In ch. xii. 24, he
tells us that the element sprinkled is
blood ; for he there styles it " the
blood of sprinkling, that speaketh
better things than Abel's." The
" heart," then, of a true believer, is
sprinkled with blood, and his body
washed with water. " By faith," he
comes to the covenant and its blood,
believing the " better things" they
speak ; and as he may not come to
the altar of sacrifice, or into the holy
places, except he first wash in the
laver (Exod. xxx. 18-20), so he must
fulfil this typical righteousness, and
wash his body " in the laver of
the water," that he may come
to Jesus, both altar and victim, and be
sanctified. " Peter commanded them
to be baptised in the name of the Lord
Jesus."—(Acts x. 48.) Immersion " in
the laver of the water, TW Xoprow rov
VSCLTOS, into the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, when a believer of the gospel
of the kingdom is the subject of it, is
the action by which such a believer
is united to, and calls upon, the name
of the Lord. In that act, his faith,
(if it be the genuine faith) is counted
to him for righteousness, or remission
of all his past sins; and the dis-
position generated by that faith, is

granted to him for repentance. In
this way, he receives repentance and
remission of sins in the name of
Jesus ; and he is said to be " washed
from his sins in his blood, and made a
king and a priest for God" (Rev. i.
5-6) ; " purchased for God with his
blood" (v. 9); and to have "washed
his robe, and made it white, in the
blood of the Lamb" (vii. 14). The
spirit, the water, and the blood, are
the three witnesses, in the order of
their testimony, which testify to a
man's being purchased for God. " The
Spirit is the truth, which testifies
concerning the water and the blood.
The things which the blood and the
water speak, are the doctrine con-
cerning them ; and they all three
agree in one testimony. When " the
truth" gets possession of a man, the
Spirit is in him ; but if he be destitute
of the truth, he hath not the spirit,
and cannot, therefore, by any
possibility, be affected by the blood.
When "the truth as it is in Jesus,"
is understood and believed, and the
believer is influenced by that truth to
surrender himself absolutely, to the
will of God, he has become as a little
child, and hath been " taught of
God." When, therefore, such an one
descends into the laver of the water,
and is immersed, in being immersed,
his heart is, by faith in the blood of
sprinkling, sprinkled from an evil
conscience ; and the heart-sprinkling
and the body-washing, are coetaneous
events.—(1 John v. 6-8.)

Blood is also used apocalyptically
for doctrine. Thus, in Rev. xii. 11, it
is written : " They conquered him
through the blood of the Lamb ;" that
is, " They conquered him through the
doctrine of Jesus." That this is the
sense, is evident from the sentence
coupled with it by the conjunction
KCII, and: "through the blood of the
Lamb, and the word of their
testimony." The doctrine of repent-
ance and remission of sins, to all who
would accept the gospel-invitation to
God's kingdom and glory, through
the blood of Jesus, as the mediator
of the Abrahamic covenant, was the
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power wielded by the saints against
the reigning superstition of the
Eoman habitable. The word, or
doctrine, of their testimony opened
the eyes of their contemporaries, and
turned them, in great numbers, from
darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan to God, until, by A.D. 312,
the enemy was so weakened that he
was unable to suppress a revolution
which dethroned him, and changed the
face of the world.

" They loved not their life
(y^X7/17) even to death." Rather than
yield their position, they preferred to
die by the hands of the tormentor.
Like their glorious Master, they were
non-resistant and submissive to the
h and that smote them. But, if they did
not retaliate in kind, when slain, they
are represented, after the manner of
Abel, as crying with a loud voice for
vengeance upon those who had killed
them. This cry was the voice of their
blood. It was an apocalyptic voice,
and cried as Abel's blood of his life
(TO atua T7j9 yfrvxrf* aviov) cried for
vengeance against Cain. " How long,
0 Lord) holy and true, dost Thou not
judge and avenge our blood upon

them that dwell upon the earth ?"
The beginning of revenges came at
length. The Lord raised up a power
in the state that hurled their destroyer
from the throne, and ejected all from
place and power, that had executed
his will. This cry of their blood is
not forgotten ; for " precious in the
sight of Jehovah, is the death of His
saints."—(Ps. cxvi. 15.) The end of
revenges, on their account, is fast
approaching, when, not their blood
only, but the blood of the lives of the
slain, who have since fallen in the
conflict with the beast and its harlot-
rider, drunken with their blood, shall
all be avenged together at the
apocalypse of Christ.—(Deut. xxxii.
43 ; Rev. xix. 2.)

In Rev. vi. 12 ; viii. 8; xi. 6 ; xiv.
20 ; xvi. 3, 6 ; xix. 13, blood is the
symbol of slaughter by the edge of
the sword. The moon, the sea, the
waters, becoming blood, is the priest-
hood and peoples put to the sword.
" Blood, and fire, and vapour of
smoke," are symbols of judgment by
fire and sword, to the utter destruction
of the subject thereof.

SUNDAY MORNING AT THE OHRISTADELPHIAN SYNAGOGUE,

BIRMINGHAM, No. 41.

"Exhort one another daily."—PAUL.

1. Tim. i. Paul writes to Timothy, and we see
something for our profit. The letter is sent
to Ej,hesus, (where Paul had left Timothy)
after the effective lahours in that city ten
years before. Those labours, it will be
recollected, so widely affected the commun-
ity as to stop a trade in silver shrines
which had, beforetime, flourished, causing,
in consequence, a great stir among " the
trade," and a public uproar, in which
several of the brethren suffered violence.
The influence was not confined to the city
of Ephesus: " all they who dwelt in

Asia," we are told, u heard the word of
the Lord Jesus," consequent on Paul's
labours in Ephesus, ; t by the space of two
yeais,"and "mightily grew the word of God
and prevailed ; and many that believed
came and confessed and shewed their
deeds, and brought their books together
and burnt them before all men." Be-
lievers were not only numerous but
influential. We find "certain of the
chief of Asia," described as Paul's
friends, during the uproar before referred
to.—(Acts xix. 31.) The testimony for
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the truth had affected the higher circles of
society, and laid hold of the educated and
devout-minded among Jews and Gentiles,
unlike its experience in our day, when it
can operate on the fringes of society
merely. The circumstances of the case
admitted of such a result. To the Jews
Paul had access, as a Jew, in the
synagogues which were open to all; and
he was enabled to arrest Gentile attention
by means which are not at the disposal of
nineteenth century labourers. " God
wrought special miracles by the hands of
Paul."—(Acts xix. 11.) The consequence
was the formation of a large ecclesia in
Ephesus composed of the better sort,
whose well working was a natural cause of
anxiety to him. Paul was with them two
years, at the end of which he left them
for other parts to see them no more again,
except the elders, for whom he sent from
Miletus, on a subsequent occasion, when
passing. When he departed, he left
Timothy behind him. His object in
doing so is stated by himself in the
chapter read. It was that he (Timothy)
might " charge some that they teach no
other (than the right) doctrine." This in-
dicates the existence of a perverting class
of brethren in the Ephesian ecclesia, whose
evil influence had been peiceived by Paul,
while still among them, and the tendency
of whose exhortations and expositions he
says was to " minister questions rather
than " godly edifying which is in faith."
Herein we have a hint for our guidance, in
a day when Paul no longer lives to give us
a father's counsel. There are "questions"
whose agitation is hurtful, because they
are doubtful in themselves and unimport-
ant in their bearings when solved, while
the agitation of them interferes with the
spiritual result called ''godly edifying."
The attainment and preservation of
"godly edifying" is the great object of
the truth, and will be the cue of every true
brother's policy. What is this ? It is
building-up in godliness—a strengthening
of the mind in the; things pertaining to
God. What are these? The hope, he has
given of us; the obedience he requires

of us in the many things commanded; the
faith he would have us repose in him; the
love he seeks at our hands towards himself
and our "neighbours;" and the inter-
course he desires us to hold with Him in
prayer. These, of course, are founded in
knowledge of who He is, what He has
promised, and what He has done and said,
and the commandments He had given by
His servants the prophets and the apostles,
and of His Son Jesus Christ. Knowledge
of these made effective in the spiritual
results for which it was given, is the
essence of godly edifying. Whatever
imparts this knowledge and strengthens
the determination to abide in godliness, in
all reality of sentiment and action, helps
the process of "godly edifying:" what'
ever distracts the attention from these, or
weakens resolution in relation to them,
is to be avoided as a profitless and
positively hurtful strife of words. There
is need for applying this principle. There
is danger of men using "points" and
"questions" involved in the truth to the
frustration of the whole objects of the
truth itself, and this not, perhaps, from
evil intent, but from certain peculiarities
of mental constitution which impels to the
discussion of matters best let alone,
because in their nature insoluble in the
special way they are presented for dis-
cussion, or unreducible to a form that will
embody the general thought. Against
this tendency we must be on our guard.
If Paul stationed Timothy at Ephesus to
neutralize the influence of "some" who were
troublers, we need not wonder if nineteenth
century experience should disclose a similar
necessity (though, unfortunately the
necessity cannot be supplied, as it then
was.J The class will not, necessarily,
present the same features. ItMiffers with
the circumstances in which it exists. In
Paul's day, there were Talmudical and
Pagan legends on which to expend their
pertinacity and ingenuity, as to the
question of their credibility; also
questions of pedigree, which, in those days
were something thought of; also sig-
nificances of the law, about which they
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vainly jangled, understanding neither what
they said nor whereof they affirmed,
turning aside in the process, from that
charity out of a pure heart, and a good
conscience and faith unfeigned, which
Paul declares to be the end of the whole
matter. In our day, by a different process,
the same class reach the same wretched
result of withering their own souls and
that of their neighbours, as in a furnace of
burning heat, and destroying the healthy
and joyous vitality that comes from the
pureness and fulness of the blessed hope
which teaches us to deny ungodliness and
worldly lusts, and to live soberly, and
righteously, and godly in this present
world, looking for the Lord from heaven to
change our vile bodies, and to set up the
kingdom of God. Questions as to the day
when the Lord was glorified; the state of
his blood when he entered the divine
presence; whether Moses is living or dead;
the meaning of certain types in the law;
the relation of death to the millennial
population; the quality of wine used at
the breaking of bread and the bread itself;
the precise value of the sacrifice from a
divine point of view; the relation of God's
foreknowledge to free agency, &c, &c,
&c, &c, are all matters that may be the
casual topic of conversation or even the
subject of earnest thought, but which are
misplaced when seriously debated, as
matters affecting the standing oi such as
believe and obey the Lord Jesus; and
placed out of the category of usefulness if
treated with the incessant zeal of a
hobbyist. The crowning glories of the
truth shine with the brilliancy of the
mid-day sun; and it indicates a strange
obfuscation of mind when men neglect its
noonday brightness, to burrow in the
caverns of doubtful questions with the
dark lanterns of speculation. It looks
like a case of loving darkness rather than
light.

Timothy was to concentrate the atten-
tion of the believers on the practical
purposes of the law about which some
were disposed to jangle, in an abstract and
theoretical way. He was to teach them

that the law was not for righteous men
but for the lawless and disobedient, the
ungodly and sinners, unholy and profane,
whoremongers, stealers, liars, perjured
persons, and anything else contrary to
sound doctrine ACCORDING TO THE
GLORIOUS GOSPEL; whence arises the

reflection that sound doctrine, according to
Paul's use of that phrase, is comprehen-
sive of correct teaching in matters of duty
or morals, as much as in those elementary
matters known as '• the things concerning
the kingdom," &c. It is of the first
importance to observe this. The "glorious
gospel" comprehends a call to repent
from dead works, Paul puts this among
first principles (Heb. vi. 1). a place which
reason would assign (hem; for of what
value are the purposes of God to a man
apart from the righteousness and benevo-
lence in which they have their foundation?
Where men have not learnt the nature of
'' dead works," and the imperative duty of
turning from them, they have not perfectly-
learnt the " glorious gospel," however
lucid may be their apprehensions of the
nature of man and the nature and
purposes of God. The first lesson con-
nected with baptism is that the subjects of
it, having been buried with Christ, become
dead to sin, and rise to newness of life. It
is much to be feared that in the discussion
of abstractions, for which the human
intellect is not fitted, the practical object
of the hope in purifying the believer from
" all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord"
is lost sight of, or, at all events, not
realised in practice. That it is so in many
cases is unquestionable, which calls for
fear. The unpurified zealot, who com-
passes sea and land to make a proselyte;
the mere theorist, who is glib in the
phrases of the spirit, but in practice
unsubject to the law of Christ, is a
bastard, and not a son. It will not be a
wonder, if in our day, just emerged from
all-pervading darkness, there be many
such. Let all examine themselves. The
day of examination is at hand, when
character, exposed to view in the electric
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brightness of the Spirit's standard, may
shine with a different hue from that in
which it appears in these dusky and scarce-
illuminated shades of death. The Phari-
sees, outwardly appeared righteous unto
men, and thought themselves righteous, for
they thanked God they were not as other
men; yet, behold the Lord's verdict, which
is, doubtless, applicable in many modern
instances. Doing things to be seen of men
is a practice not yet extinct.

Timothy's part in Ephesus seems to
have been successfully performed, if we are
to judge by the message the ecclesia
received from the Lord Jesus, through
John in Patmos, about 35 years afterwards.
" I know thy works and thy labour, and
thy patience, and how thou canst not bear
them that are evil: (these were the
' some' referred to by Paul) and thou
hast tried them which say they are apostles,
and are not, and hast found them liars.
And hast borne and hast patience, and for
my name's sake hast laboured and hast
not fainted." The career of the ecclesia
during all these years had thus been a
satisfactory one, as regarded their re-
pudiation of the " some " who souaht to
entangle them in irrelevant and profit-
less controversies about the law and other
things ; and, as regards their perseverance
in the course required by their profession,
as the servants of Christ. In this we
have an example. We are surrounded by
pretenders, and apostolic pretenders, too.
By the Word we have found them liars,
and have, consequently, come out from
among them. From them that are
evil, we are also to withdraw, il hating
even the garment spotted by the flesh." If
these things were commended in the
Ephesian ecclesia, the commendation was
written that believers, in all subsequent
ages might go and do likewise; for is it not
added, " He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the spirit saith to the churches?"
Consequently, so far as our case may
answer to that of Ephesus in these parti-
culars, we may take comfort.

But there is another feature in the case
of Ephesus to be noted, which brings

warning with it. It is this: " nevertheless,
I have somewhat against thee, because thou
hast left thy first love." This is an
intimation that the good things commended
in the early career of the ecclesia had
ceased to be characteristic of it. It is not
that as a matter of sentiment, their enthu-
siasm had cooled with the progress of
time and trial, which is natural enough ;
but that the fruits—the " works" that
spring from faith—had abated from a
weariness in well-doing against which Paul
had warned the believers. That this is
what is meant is evident from the counsel
with which the reproof is associated.
" Remember, therefore, from whence thou
art fallen, and repent and do the first
works.1' They had stopped doing the first
works, which was " leaving their first
love." " Love" and " works" are synony-
mous in the vocabulary of the spirit. A
sentimental love, unaccompanied by
obedience, is not accepted. " This is the
love of God," says John, "that we keep
His commandinents" (1 John v. 3), which
is equivalent to the declaration of Christ,
" Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I
command you."—(John xv. 14.) The
Ephesian believers had slackened in their
obedience. In this they had left their
first love. Herein is our warning. If an
ecclesia under apostolic superintendence
could so far degenerate from the apostolic
standard of conformity to the law of
Christ, what may not our danger be who
have no living apostle to recal us to our
duty ? Against this danger there is only
one secure defence, and that is, holding
daily interviews with the spirit in the
reading of " what it saith" in its appointed
channels of utterance, viz., the writings
of the holy men of old who were moved by
it. By this, as Peter intended in the
writing of his epistles (2 Peter i. 15 ; iii.
1, 2), we shall be enabled to have ' these
things always in remembrance.'' Giving,
thus, an earnest heed to the things we have
heard, we shall not let them slip.—(Heb.
ii. 1.) Continuing in prayer without
ceasing, we shall be built up in our most
holy faith, and strengthened to that
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continual abounding in the work of the
Lord, which shall secure for us at the
coming of the Lord the commendation he

bestowed on the ecclesia at Ephesus, without
its accompanying rebuke of evil omen.

EDITOR.

OUR WARFARE,
IN WHICH ATTACKS UPON THE TRUTH,

From whatever quarter,

ARE MET AND REPELLED.

" Casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalteth itself Against the knowledge of Qod"

"ERRORS OF ANNIHILATIONISTS."

PART II.—CHAPTER I.—DEATH.

MR. GRANT' S theory of death is founded on
his theory of the human constitution; and
as we have shown this to be without founda-
tion, we have virtually demolished his
present chapter. Nevertheless, desiring to
leave him not an inch of standing ground,
we follow him in it.

He admits the body dies, dissolves, and
ceases to be; but maintains that revelation
is needed to tell us whether " the spirit and
soul are equally extinct." On this it is to
be observed that the natural evidence of the
cessation of what Mr. Grant calls "the
spirit and soul," is just as distinct as the
evidence of the body's dissolution (in the
case of others, and not ourselves, of course :
and it is of such that Mr. Grant speaks).
The evidence of the body's dissolution
consists in the disappearance of all the signs
by which we recognise the body's existence.
We know of the existence of the body by
sight and touch ; we see it and feel it. In
death, it vanishes from sight and crumbles
into impalpability, and we say the body has
ceased to be. Now we have just the same
evidence of cessation in the case of "the
spirit and soul," so called. Every sign by
which we recognise their existence in life
disappears on the occurrence of death:
cognition, volition, facial expression, sus-
ceptibility to external impression in hearing,
sight, touch, and every other sign by which
the existence of consciousness and intelligence
is indicated, cease. If Mr. Grant, therefore,

conclusive
'the poor
And, first,

would but apply the argument by which he
arrives at the conclusion that the body ceases
to exist, he would not stand in special need
of revelation to tell whether in spite of all
symptom to the contrary, the " spirit and
soul" cease to exist.

However, he appeals to a
authority, by whose decision
annihilationist" gladly abides,
let it be admitted that < spirit' in the primary
scriptural sense of the term is indestructible.
It has existed from eternity, as God has, for
it is He in expansion, so to speak. God has
given us of His spirit (Job xxvii. 3; Acts
xvii. 25), and it is ours so long as we have
it; but we are mortal, and consequently only
have it so long. "We die : the dust returns
to the earth as it was, and the " spirit returns
to God who gave it." That which was given
is that which returns—>not an intelligent
entity (for our intelligence does not begin to
exist until we are about three years of age),
but the energy which forms the basis of our
life. In relation to man, this energy is
abstract. Without it he could not exist; yet
it is no more he before, during, nor after
his existence than the fleeting atoms of his
substance. It is the basis of it. It is of
God and God's. When withdrawn, it returns
to God who gave it. There is just the same
relation between it and his being as there is
between the organic impress which laid the
foundation of his body, and that body (if,
indeed, this be not the very same thing).
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The body exists by the materials supplied
for its upbuilding, and these, for the time
being, constitute the body. Yet the materials
could not become "body" but for the invisible
organic power which at first imparted the
capability to assimilate substance to its own
formation. On the other hand, without the
materials, the organic impress could never
produce a body. It requires the concurrence
of the two to develop the result. So in the
evolution of a man, in the image of God, the
"dust of the ground" and "the breath of
life" are required in combination. The
result was " a living soul." But death
destroys this combination, and puts affairs
where they were before combination took
place. " The dust returns to the earth as it
was, and the spirit returns to God who gave
it." Where is the man ? He has returned
to his earth.—(Psalms cxlvi. 4.) Where are
his thoughts P " I n that very day his
thoughts perish" (same verse). What is
necessary to bring him again from this lost
state ? <* Of all that the Father hath given
me, I shall lose nothing, but RAISE HIM UP
at the last day.—(John vi. 39.) When this
occurs, many of them that sleep in the dust
of the earth shall awake.—(Daniel xii. 2.)
What if there is no resurrection of the dead ?
" Then they that are fallen asleep in Christ
are perished.—(ICor. xv. 18.) No wonder that
Paul should strive if by any means he might
attain unto the resurrection from among thft
dead (Phil. iii. 10) ; for, as he said to the
Corinthians, " If, after the manner of men, I
have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what
advantageth me if the dead rise not ? " We
thus understand how it "is that it is at the
arrival of " the time of the dead " that God
gives rewards to His servants, the prophets,
and to the saints, and to them that fear His
name, small and great (Rev. xi. 18); and we
comprehend the promise of Christ when he
said, " Thou shalt be recompensed at the
resurrection of the just."

But Mr. Grant will have it that death does
not extinguish the man. He goes first to the
seed to prove his case. " You put seed into
the ground," he says, "and in Scripture
language it is not quickened unless it die"
(1 Cor. xv. 36); whereupon he asks, " Does
the living germ you sow become extinct in
order to bring forth the harvest?" The
answer is distinctly "Yes," which is proved
by asking, Where is the" living germ

when the harvest is brought forth ? Can Mr.
Grant find it ? The case is plainly put by
Christ: tf Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and DIE, it abideth alone; but if it
DIE it bringeth forth much fruit." On this,
Mr. Grant asks, " Does the grain of wheat
become extinct in order to bring forth fruit?"
Undoubtedly it does. If it does not, there is
no fruit. If it keep its life within itself—if
its own vitality be shielded from the invasion
of the vegetating process, there is no sprouting.
The sacrifice of the individual grain is
indispensable to the multiplication of grains.
It gives up its own life to the new formation
that takes place. Herein lies the analogy to
Christ's death ; but Mr. Grant destroys the
analogy by insisting that the individual
grain does not die. If it does not die, it
lives ; and if it lives, it can be found. Will
Mr. Grant undertake to produce the living
grain from which any stalk of corn has been
grown ? Mr. Grant will never again .have
to say, " They—the poor annihilationists—
have never (at least, that I can find) attempted
to illustrate by the grain of wheat their
doctrine that death is the cessation of
existence." It is a distinct and striking
illustration of it, and it is here and now put
forward.

Mr. Grant invokes " the clear full light of
the New Testament" for satisfaction that
death is not death. He finds evidence of
this in statements which we have already
disposed of in the second chapter of our reply.
Peter's metaphor of " putting off this taber-
nacle " he claims in his favour, in spite of the
obvious anomalies which his quasi-literal
construction of it involves. If Peter is a
tenant detachable from his body because he
has spoken of it as a tabernacle, we are
naturally presented with the idea that he was
somewhere before he went into his tabernacle,
and in that case, transmigration of souls
seems not so absurd after all. May we not
also insist on a parallel to the fact that a
" tenant" does not stay in his house all the
time, but comes and goes at convenience, in
which case we should conclude Peter to have
been in the habit of going in and out of the
body, and that therefore his body was many
times dead during his lifetime, and the
subject of as many resurrections. A tenant
carrying his house about with him is rather
an absurd phase of the metaphor, if it is to
be treated in the literal style of Mr, Grant's
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requirements. Mr. Grant would doubtless
repudiate such an extreme application, and
insist upon those phases only which accord
with the literal fact that Peter meant to
enunciate, which would be very legitimate,
but very destructive to the object for which
he cites Peter's metaphor. The metaphor
governed by the facts of the case will yield
an idea in harmony with Peter's hope,
which hope was that he should share in the
glory to be revealed at the second appearing
of the Chief Shepherd.—(1 Peter iv. 13 ; v. 1-
4.) In relation to this hope, the Peter of " the
glory to be revealed" was now in the taber-
nacle (for temporariness is the idea expressed
by tabernacle), and could, therefore, from the
glory point of view, speak with perfect
appropriateness of death as a putting-off this
tabernacle. Granted that if Peter had had
no hope of living again, such a form of
speech could have had no meaning ; but the
certainty of living again, after an unconscious
interval of death, just makes all the difference
in the phraseology concerning the occurrence
of death. As an appointed heir of an eternal
state, he could well speak of" this corruptible"
as a tabernacle, without necessitating the
conclusion that he expected to be alive when
he was dead. As well might the doctrine of
pre-existence be deduced from the language
of the man who, in setting forth his family
history, spoke of events happening " before
HE entered this mortal state." These remarks
apply with equal force to Paul's description
of the present nature as " the earthly house
of this tabernacle;" and his allusion to the
" we" who are in it. Paul's language is the
language of figure—very effective when the
literal referred to is recognised, but rendered
childish and ridiculous when read with the
literal precision with which Mr. Grant seeks
to invest it. To be in this tabernacle is to
be in this state, in the sense of subsisting in
it, and not in the sense of being an entity in
it, and separable from it. This " we" is
descriptive of the persons who so subsist,
and who, because the state is a corruptible
and frail and mortal state, " do groan being
burdened." If this is not so; if, on the
contrary, Mr. Grant's view of it is the right
one; that the " w e " are so many immortal
souls " i n " bodies, who because of so being
"in" bodies "groan being burdened," obviously
the remedy would be for the souls to get out
of the bodies; and Paul's desire would be to

die, so as to obtain this release out of the
body. But he expressly excludes this solution
of his sorrows. He says, " Not for that we
would be unclothed," as much as to fence off
the conclusion apparently flowing from his
words, that death was the relief to be desired.
" Not for that we would be unclothed, but
clothed upon, that MORTALITY might be
swallowed up of life.** In this he distinctly
manifests the nature of the hope before his
mind, and the remedy which the groaning
state admitted of. Death would end the
groans, but bring no blessings. Therefore
he desires not that, but that change which
would obliterate the mortal and confer ever-
lasting joy in the bestowal of an incorruptible
and immortal nature. But if Mr. Grant
were right, death would not only end the
groans but secure the blessing, and there
would be no room left for Paul to desire a
bodily rehabilment. Manifestly Paul and
Mr. Grant are not in the same groove.

Mr. Grant lays stress on the expression
"unclothed," and properly enough contends
that it is only intelligible if something else
that is not the clothing be understood. The
question is, what is this something else ?
Mr. Grant spoils the figure by giving it a
literal sense, and making out that " something
else" to be a literal inhabitant of the body,
who is " clothed with" the body. The fact
is, it is the person, without reference to what
may metaphysically constitute the person,
the individual intelligence, resulting from
the vital mechanism of our nature as a whole,
and the experience of external conditions
necessary to lay the foundation of identity
and responsibility. The exigencies of mortal
speech require us to speak of this person as
an entity separate from all that composes
him, and when figure is added, as in this
case, the effect is greatly heightened, and a
theory like Mr. Grant's receives apparent
countenance. The personal pronoun has to
be used in a way that would seem to imply
that the person was neither his body, his
soul, nor his spirit. We say, my hand, my
head, my body, my faculties, my intellect,
my mind, my breath, my soul, my life,
my spirit, and leave the way open for the
hype'rcritic to ask, " But who are you that
possess all Ihese things? " This peculiarity,
this inevitable fiction of speech, is not
confined to man, but extends to even inani-
mate objects. We say the doors of the house,
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the walls of the house, the floors of the
house, the roof of the house, all the while
seeming to imply that the house is a some-
thing separate from doors, wall, floor, and
roof alike. What should we think of a man
who should seriously argue from this
idiomatic fiction that there was an abstract
house which was the owner of these separate
parts ? The owner of the parts is the
whole, yet in speaking of the parts, you are
obliged to speak as if the whole were
separable from the parts. So it is exactly in
the case of man, and Mr. Grant's argument
on Paul's necessary compliance with an
inevitable fiction of speech, is as conclusive on
the subject of an abstract man as that of his
supposed friend and brother, who might
split hairs over the bricks and mortar.
"Unclothed" is a figurative description of
death. " Clothed upon" is a figurative
description of the change from mortality to
immortality. What these are literally is not
to be gleaned from figures, but the plain
teaching of revelation and experience, which
are conclusive in an opposite direction to Mr.
Grant's reasoning.

The same is to be said of the phrase " my
departure" (jrjv e^irji/ egohov) which Peter
applies to his death. It is a figurative
description, having its foundation in the fact
that in death a man goes away (ef out of:
odov, the way), even to his long home
(Eccles. xii. 5), departing out of the land
of the living in yielding up his life and being
gathered to the dead. But Mr. Grant (with
somewhat superficial penetration, it must be
said) emphasizes the pronoun, "MY
departure." " The man departs ;" true, but
not in the partitive sense. He departs
altogether. His life departs, and his body
disappears from among men : he dies. The
emphasis on the " my" has only to be a little
more emphatic to destroy Mr. Grant's sense
of it. But he "departs from the body"
says Mr. Grant. This is Mr. Grant's gloss.
Peter's expression bears it no countenance.

But, rejoins Mr. Grant, Paul uses the
expression, " absent from the body." True,
but Paul, as the context decisively shows, is
not speaking of death, and therefore his
words cannot be made to throw light on the
subject. He is distinctly speaking of his
desire to be delivered from " the earthly house
of this tabernacle," in which he groaned,

and to be invested with the glorious nature
with which the Lord, at his coming, will
clothe all whom he approves. Death is related
to this change only in so far as it annihilates
the conscious interval between the one state
and the other, in the case of such as Paul,
who have fallen asleep, and to whom, for this
reason, to die was gain. But death is not
that element in the case of which Paul is
desirous, and therefore his expressions
cannot be applied to it without perversion.
" Absent from the body" distinctly means,
in the light of the context, " delivered from
this corruptible, and present with the Lord,"
conformed to his glorious image in his
presence at his coming, which is the doctrine
of all the apostolic writings. " WHEN HE
APPEARS we shall be like him."—(1 John iii.
2.) " When Christ, who is our life, shall
appear, THEN shall we appear with him in
glory."—(Col. iii. 2.) " He shall change our
vile body that it may be fashioned like to his
glorious body."—(Phil. iii. 20.)

Mr. Grant meets this by saying, "To
mate absent from the body apply just to the
time when the body will have its fulness of
bliss, is simply to make incomprehensible
what is very simple." The fallacy of this
apparently clever rejoinder lies in attaching
the same value to the body in two totally
different states, and will be seen if Mr.
Grant's remark is paraphrased in harmony
with the facts. " To make < absent from the
animal body' apply just to the time when
the animal body has ceased to exist in the
same, having been changed into the nature of
the Lord, is simply to make incomprehensible,
&c, &c." Mr. Grant himself would not
acknowledge the sentence thus deprived of its
piquancy; yet this is the form which
embodies the facts. The piquancy of the
remark, as Mr. Grant has it, is derived from
a fallacy which will be the more realised as
Paul's line of thought in 2 Cor. v. is
apprehended.

" In the body or out of the body" has been
already considered in remarks which need
not be repeated.

" Fear not them which kill the body but
are not able to kill the soul." Mr. Grant
quotes this as conclusive that " when man
dies, his soul is not touched by it;" which is
true enough when the meaning of " soul," as
used by Jesus, is understood. Is this meaning
" immortal soul ?" How can it be, when he
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speaks of the possibility of a righteous man
losing it for his sake, saying, "He that

loseth his "^V^IJV (the word translated soul
and life) for my sake shall find i t ? " How
can a man, in the sense of orthodox language,
lose his soul for, Christ's sake ? Impossible.
Hence the "soul" of Christ's word is not
the soul of clerical theology which Mr.
Grant defends. What is it ? The question
is answered in the alternative translation
which our translators have given to "^ri'XV
—life. A man may lose this for Christ's
sake; but because man cannot destroy it, it
may be given again. Hence the point in
Christ's warning. We are not to fear those
who can only demolish the body, but cannot
interfere with the abstract power of life,
which is in the hands of God. We are to
fear Him who has the power in His hand (for
** in His hand is the soul of every living
thing of the breath of all mankind" Job. xii.
10), and who will use this power in the
giving or witholding of life at His pleasure
in the day of account, as intimated in the
words immediately following those quoted by
Mr. Grant: " Fear Him who can destroy
BOTK body and soul in Gehenna," the
judgment place of the age to come. The
explanation which Mr. Grant rejects is
therefore preserved in its integrity, that
" there is a life in relation to those who are
Christ's which cannot be touched by mortal
man, however they may treat the body and the
poor mortal life belonging to it."

" If soul be life merely," says Mr. Grant,
"those who kill the body kill it." True,
but "soul" as Jesus uses it, is not "life
merely" in the sense of a present physiologi-
cal phenomenon. It is comprehensive of

the power from which it springs (styled " the
fountain of life:" Ps. xxxvi. 9), and of the
purpose to bestow it again. It is these two
latter elements which constitute its indestniG-
tibility in relation to the preserved of God.
Divine appointment matters everything as to
the language in which a thing is spoken of.
Jesus said of the sickness of Lazarus, " This
sickness is not unto death."—(John xi. 4.)
Physiologically it was unto death, for
Lazarus died: but in its ultimate effects (and
this is everything) it was not unto death, for
Lazarus was alive and well on the fifth day
after his decease. So in the case of the
ruler's daughter: "The maid is not dead,"
addressed to the mourners. She was not
dead in the sense of their mourning, though
actually for the moment, she was dead.
Because he was to awake her, he said she
was not dead, but asleep. So in the matter
of life for the righteous; it is indestructible
at human hands, though for the moment,
capable of being taken from them and " lost"
for the time being in relation to them. God
purposes they shall have it everlastingly,
and therefore, in divine language, men cannot
kill it.

If the case were otherwise, that is, if it
were as Mr. Grant contends, there would be no
need for Christ's exhortation to fearlessness,
for the killing of the body in that case,
instead of being a thing to be dreaded,
would be a thing to be welcomed, as the
means by which the righteous man would
be ushered into glory. It is because the
killing of the body does in a measure,
humanly speaking, imperil the existence
of the righteous that it was necessary to
remind them that it was not in the power of
man to inflict permanent fatal injury.

A GLANCE AT THE HISTORY OF THE " APOSTOLIC FATHERS "
AND THEIR SUCCESSORS.

HISTORY, when viewed in the light of the
Scriptures, is one of the most instructive
studies. Of scriptural history itself Paul
wrote, " Whatsoever was written aforetime
was written for our learning" (Rom. xv. 4);
for, having had his eyes opened by the
gospel, he saw nothing in the long past but
"the things concerning the Kingdom of
God, and the name of Jesus Christ," fore-
shadowed in historical character and event,

or pictured in the prospective history
written by the prophets. To believers
since the days of Paul and his associates,
the narrative of apostolic word and deed
affords additional and most important con-
tributions to our learning. Were it not
for the "Acts of the Apostles" the eccle-
siastical history of succeeding centuries
would but bewilder the student, who, amid
the doctrinal controversies which raged in


