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<« He (Jesus) that sanctificth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father):
Jor which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.”—(Heb. ii. 11.)

“ For the earnest expectation of the creature wasteth for the manifestation of THE

80N8 oF Gob.”—(Rom. viii. 19.)

No. 91.

JANUARY, 1872.

Vol. IX.

“HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH.”

Republications from scarce works of Dr. Thomas.

THE HOPE OF THE WORLD NOT
THE HOPE OF ISRAEL.

« We are saved by the hope.”—PAvUL.

The caption of this article has been se-
lected as expressive of a startling truth,
in which all men, profane and pious,
are equally interested. There are in
the world, two great objects of desire,
which all profess to hope for, and to
which all who profess them, aver, that
God has called them ; hence, they may
be still further characterized as the two
hopes of the two callings. These two
hopes are different in all their details;
they are opposite and antagonistic, and
so contrary, therefore, the one from
the other, that if one be demonstrated
to be God’s truth, the other is thereby
proved to be no hope at all, because, in
fact, a mere vain imagination. For
this reason, Paul, in writing to the
brethren, who were sorrowing for some
Christian relatives, who had fallen vie-

tims to the power of the enemy, exhort®
them not to mourn as did “the others,”
the Pagan Gentiles, “who had no hope,”
for they should embrace them again,
when Jesus should raise them from the
dead. 1 Thess. iv. 13.

We say that the phrase “the others,”
in Greek, HoI loipoi, with the definite
article ¢the, imports the Heathen Gen-
tiles. This will be still more evident
from Ephes. ii. 12, where Paul defines
the state of Gentiles out of Christ.
“Remember,” says he to the adopted
Israelites of the Ephesian body, ‘that
ye, in times past, were Gentiles in the
flesh, and styled the uncircumcision by
circumcised Jews: “at that time, ye
were choris Christou, separate from
Christ, being aliens from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenants of promise, HAVING
NO HOPE, and ATHEISTS—atheoi, i. e.
without God, in the world.” Not to
multiply quotations, it is clear from
this, that the Gentiles not in Christ
and in God, are “the others who have
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no hope.” Let it, then, not be forgotten
by any, pious or impious, that the
scriptures write THAT man hopeless who
is an alien from the Jewish state or
polity. “THE HOPE OF ISRAEL” is
not such a Gentile’s hope even tho' he
may speculatively believeit; what shall
we say of those pietists who repudiate
its details, general and particular, as
“husks,” and ‘“useless speculations?”
Their hope it is not ; they also are self-
convicted as hopeless of the truth.
This then is certain, namely, that it
matters not what a man hopes for, if
that hope be false or spurious, i. e. if it
be not the hope promised in the covenants
of the promise, he is repudiated as hope-
less inthe scriptures of truth; and fur-
ther, even if in theory he believe it, if
he continue in his Gentilism, i. e. if
he become not an adopted citizen of
the Jewish polity (politeia), he is-with-
out Christ, without hope, and without
God. Let the prophets and diviners of
the living age, the leaders of the people,
professors, editors, and preachers give
ear to these things ; for we speak to
them especially as to those who cause
this people to put their trust in things
which form no part of the truth of God.
But indeed, though the heathen were
hopeless of the true hope, and atheists
as respected their acknowledgment of
the one only living and true God, they
had a hope and a godliness of their
own imagining. These are termed by
the apostle in 2 Cor. x. 5. logismos rea-
sonings, which exalt themselves against
the knowledge which comes from God ;
and speaking of them to the Christian
disciples at Rome, he says in chapter
1. 21, that they were “vain in their
imaginations (dialogismoi, reasonings
or dialogues, such as Plato’s “ Dialogue
on Laws”) and their foolish heart was
darkened. Professing themselves to
be sophoi wise men, they became fools,
&c. They hoped for things relating to
souls which were vain dialogisms or
speculations. Believing in the inherent
immortality of corruptible flesh, be-
cause they imagined it to be pervaded
by an imimaterial soul, they hoped at
death to be delivered from present evils
1y the reabsorption of their immortal-
ities into the diviue essence. To them

the idea of a resurrection of the mor-
tal body was a monstrous absurdity ;
hence they laughed Paul to scorn when
he announced it on Mars’ Hill at Athens.
They deceived their foolish heart by
the vain imaginings of the translation
of their souls on the wings of demons
to the elysian fields in the region of
everlasting light. The terms being
changed, angels being substituted for
demons, and heaven for the elysium,
the hope of the present generation of
Gentiles is identical with the heathen
dialogisms of the apostolic era.

We repeat it. Let the reader ex-
amine into this matter and he will find,
that the hope of the Catholic, Protes-
tant, Mohammedan, and Pagan com-
munities of the 19th century, is the
same, substantially the same, though
philologically metamorphosed, as the
hope of the heathens of Greece and
Rome. Episcopalians, Presbyterians,
Methodists, Universalists, Baptists, &c.,
all teach it as the “one hope of their
calling ;"—the translation of their im-
mortalities at death from earth to hea-
ven on angels” wings—is believed by
the people and preached by the clergy,
and advocated by partizan editors as
the revealed truth of God! They pray
for it in their prayers, eulogise it in
their rhapsodies, and sirg it in their
hymns, as the consummation most de-
voutly to be wished for.

We shall not pause here to argue
against these absurdities; when we
show what the true hope is, they will
be as conspicuous as the sun at noon-
day. We shall now content ourselves
with affirming simply, that the scrip-
tures do not teach the things we have
printed in étalics. They belong to the
new Platonism of the Egyptian
Theology. To sing these things is to
pour into the ear of the Deity what is
not of the truth, and therefore, as
gaith the apostle, lies ; for what is not
of the truth, is a lie.

Nevertheless, these are all items. of
the hope, both of the pious and
undevout of this generation. Suppose
we grant that it is the true hope; it
must then be the hope of Israel, and if
go, it will be found in the covenants
of the promise made to the fathers,
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and confirmed by the oath of God.
‘Will any one be kind enough to show
us where any such bope has been
promised to Israel ? And if this were
promised, bow comes it that Paul saith
the Gentiles had no hope, seeing that
they had indulged in these iiems
of expectation almost from time
immemorial ?

Here then is one of the hopes—the
hope of the pious, the hope of the
impious, and the hope of the hypocrite
as well! A hope which the scriptures
aver is no hope, and that all who trust
in it are doomed to utter and irretriev-
able disappointment.

We have already hinted what we
now affirm, namely, that the character
of a man’s faith, whether it be living
or dead, may be determined by the
hope he assuredly entertains.

The one faith embraces the things
whichrelatetorepentance and remission
of sins in the name of Jesus, as well
as to those which pertain to the hope;
whereas the hope relates to -things of
the undeveloped future; hence the
apostle says “hope that is seen is not
hope : for what a man seeth, why doth
he yet hope ? But if we hope for that
we see not, then do we with patience
wait for it."—Rom. viii. 24.

A man may believe all things
relating to repentance and the
remission of sins, but if his faith
do not embrace the true hope, he does
not possess that faith which pleases
God. This appears from Paul’s
teaching in Hebrews. “But” says
he “we are not of a drawing back unto
destruction, but of a faith unto an
acquisition of life. Now faith is an
assured expectation (HYPOSTASIS) of
things koped for, a conviction of things
unseen.” Having thus defined the
faith unto life which is nothing less
than a belief of “things which are
eternal,” he tells the Hebrews, that
“without 1t, it is impossible to please
God."—ch. x. 39, xi. 1, 6. This was
saying in effect, that unless their faith
comprehended the things contained
in the covenants of promise, they
could not be saved; for says he
elsewhere, WE WERE SAVED BY THE
HOPE—Tlee elpidi esotheemen—Rom. viii.

24; that is, “Christian disciples”in
Rome, when ye were saved from. your
past sins through the name of Jesus,
it was not only by faith in his death,
in the. sin cleansing efficacy{of his
blood, and in his resurrection abstrac-
tedly considered ; buf, by an assured
expectation and conviction of the
things unseen and eternal, which are
comprised in the hope of the gospel.”
“For,” as if he had continued, “even
the redemption of your mortal bodies
from corruption, is purely conditional
on your adhesion to the hope.”

We wish here to be distinctly
understood. We affirm that no man
hath the remission of past sins, a title
to the kingdom of Glod, nor will he
obtain possession of it, unless his faith
include a belief of the true hope, and
unless  he  keep this hope in mind
stedfast to the end. Now let the
prophets and diviners of this age
give ear to the proof we now present
for their conviction.

In Hebrews iii., the apostle is
discoursing concerning the one hope,
or “rest which remains for the people
of God "—*holy brethren,” says he
“partakers of THE HEAVENLY CALLING,
consider Christ Jesus; whose house
we are, IF indeed we hold fast the
confidence (parrheesie) and THE HOPE
firm unto the end. For we havebecome
associates of Christ, IF indeed we kecp
in mind the principle of the assured
expectation (hypostatic) stedfast to the
end;” werse 1, 6, 14. Yousee here what
is predicted on an ‘if’. If you possess
not the assured expectation, you are
neither of the house, nor associates of
Jesus.

Again in 1 Cor. xv. Paul discourses
of the hope into which the Christian
disciples in Corinth had been immerscd.
In this chapter, he speaks of the resur-
rection of the dead, the second advent
of Jesus, the delivering up of the
kingdom, the duration of his reign,
the complete subjugation of hisepemies,
baptism for the resurrection of the dead,
the nature and appearance of the saints
when glorified, the impossibility of
mortal men inheriting the kingdom,
the instantaneous transformation of
the saints in the flesh into incorruptible
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and immortal persons, the abolition of
death, the subjection of the Son to the
Father, &c., &c. He treats of all
these things as of so many items of
the glorious hope, which made the
things he delivered to them, glad
tidings, or gospel. These astonishing
revelations to the heathen mind, were
all predicated on the fact of the resur-
rection of Christ according to the
prophets. If he had risen as Paul
testified, all these things would come
to pass ; but if he had not, then none
of them would happen. It was certain
that Jesus had risen from the dead:
their belief, or disbelief would not
alter the fact ; though it would mater-
ially affect themselves individually ;
for if they denied the true hope in
relation to the resurrection ; if they
affirmed that there was no future
resurrection, or what was equivalent
to it, that ‘the resurrection was past
already,” as some of them did, then
they were in effect denying the resur-
rection of Jesus, and by implication,
everything consequent upon it.

But upon what ground did they
conclude that there was no “resurrec-
tion of the dead ” or that “ it was past
already,” by which conclusion their
faith was overthrown and shipwrecked?
The foundation of their error was the
¢« profane vain babblings, and opposi-
tions of a false gnosis, or science,”
which was then being taught pretty
axtensively in the churches, by such
men as Hymeneus and Philetus. These
sophists inculcated the reveries of
Plato, and other heathen philosophers
about souls, immortality, heaven, hell,
&c. They taught that all men were
inherently immortal, because of the
immaterialities which pervaded their
bodies, and that at death, the immortal
part of man went direct to heaven or
hell. Hence resurrection and the
judgment day, the second advent of
Jesus, the waiting for the kingdom of
God, &e., &c., were all superfluous
incumbrances, which might very well
be dis ensed with as so many “ useless
speculations,” which tended only to
prejudice the literary and philosophic
community against the doctrine of
remission of sins in the name of Jesus,

and the acknowledgment of the one
God ¢ without 1naking men any better,
or increasing the Christian virtues !”
Professing to do wiser than the Apostle,
they became fools. Nevertheless, many
embraced their notions as less anpop-
ular than the teaching of Paul.

Now to these pious professors of
another hope, and therefore of “another
gospel,” the apostle says, if you hold
these profane or heathen notions,
which are subversive of the true hope,
you profess a vain hope; ye may
indeed believe, that Jesus died for our
sins according to the prophets; that
he was buried and rose again as
predicted, but if you abandon the hope
of Israel, for which I hazard my life
daily, and embrace the heathen philoso-
phy concerning the “immortality of
the soul,” &c.,—* ye are yet in your
sins,” and consequently ¢ without
Christ, aliens from the Jewish polity,
strangers from the covenant of the
promise, having no hope, and atheists
in the world.” You thus become heirs
of perdition, and the horizon of your
destiny is limited by the things seen
and temporal. Alas! for you ; for, “if
in this life only ye have hope, ye are of
all men most miserable.”

Now, let this make an indelible
impression upon our minds, namely,
that these Christian disciples at Corinth
had attended Paul's reasonings in the
Synagogue every Sabbath Day, by
which they had been persuaded of the
truth,both Jews and Greeks—Acts xviii.
4, Having heard, many of the heathen
Corinthians also believed and were
baptized—werse 8. In writing to these
persons, he tells them, that “they are
washed, sanctified (or made saints)
and justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the spirit of God—1.
Epis. vi. 11. But, upon what principle ?
Upon the very same as were the
Christian disciples in Rome—tee elpidi
esotheesan™—THEY WERE SAVED BY THE
HOPE.

*This verb is the First Aorist Passive. This
tense marks a past action in itself, without any
reference to another action at the same or differ-
ent time. Thus esotheen,“ I wassaved,” signifies
indeed the completion of the action; but it does
not determine whether the consejuences of it,
namely, whethcr the salvation be existing or not
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Their salvation then, from their past
sins, and their continuance in a saved
state, were conditional. Hear what
Paul saith to them. * Butlnowmake
known to you, brethren, the glad
tidings which I myself announced to
you ; by which also ye are saved, if ye
hold fast A CERTAIN WORD (ini logo) 1
myself brought to you, unless indeed
ye have believed it to no purpose,”
ch. xv. 1, 2. What was this certain
word, or, tis logos? The things he
recals to their recollections in this
chapter ; and which he predicates on
the death, burial, and resurrection of
the Messiah, as en profois, among the
first things he delivered to them. If
they did not hold fast to this word, or
hope, which made his annunciation
glad tidings, he declares that they
would go to perdition, although they
had been washed, sanctified and justi-
fied as aforesaid.

Again, in Colossians, the apostle
also makes the hope of Israel the topic
of discourse. No one, we presume,
will venture to affirm, that the hope of
the gospel is not identical with the
hope of Israel, for which Paul was
bound in chains and carried prisoner
to Rome. We say then that he discour-
ses in this epistle of the hope of Israel,
because he treats of the hope of the
gospel. This hope is contained in the
logos tees aleetheais tow euwaggeliou, or,
WORD OF THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL,
which he preached. He says, he was
made a minister of the hope, that he
might fully preach the word of God
concerning 1t. He styles it, * the
mystery which hath been hid from
previous ages and generations, but now
(in his time and by his agency) is
made manifest to his saints ; to whom
God would make known what is the

The being saved at the time the action was
completed, and the continuance theretf, depend
upon a following condition, as tee elpidi esotheen,
T was saved by the hope, ¥ I believed it;and I
continue to be saved by it, if I hold fast to it
stedfast to the end. This is equivalent to a past,
present, and a future salvation, predicated upon
the condition of holding fast, The ship was
savei,is saved,and will be saved, are phrases
which may be all expressed by the Aorist, the
proviso in the case being understood—- that she
do not let go ber anchor. It implies an action,
predicated on a condition understood for the
continuance of its consequences.

riches of the glory of the mystery
among the Gentiles, which is Christ in
you the hope of glory ”—chap. 1. 5,
25, 27.  As the minister of this glorions
hope, wherever he went, he proclaimed
it to the people ; and so indefatigable
were he and the rest of the apostles,
that within thirty years from the
ascension, it had been made known “to
every creature under heaven.” Tle
Colossians had received it. It taught
them, that their life was hid with Christ
in God ; and that, “ when Christ their
life shall appear, then they shall also
appear with him in glory”—ch, iii. 3. 4.
It taught them this, which excluded
all speculation about going to glory at
death, and immortal life within them.
Still they were no more than others
proof against the gnosis of the
Hymeneus and Philetus eclass of
preachers, whose word ate like a
canker, as evinced in this day. Like
a phagedenic ulcer upon the body, it
has'eaten out, and thoroughly eradica-
ted from the human mind almost all
vestiges of the hope of Israel. Where
is the prophet, where the divine, where
the scribe, that does not inculcate the
“profane babblings” of Hymeneus
and Philetus? “Beware” says the
apostle to the Christian disciple
at Colosse,” lest any man spoil
you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after
the rudiments of the world, and not
after Christ,” chap. ii. 8. He knew
how that men from among themselves
would arise teaching “ perverse things
to draw away disciples after them.”
Hence, he exhorts them to * let no man
judge them in meat, or in drink, or in
respect of aholy day, or the new moon,
or of the Sabbath ; nor beguile them of
their reward in a voluntary humility
and worshipping of angels, intruding
into those things which he has not seen,
vainly puffed up in his fleshly mind,
&e."—chap. ii. 46, 18.

These teachers were “ false apostles,
deceitful workers transforming them-
selves into apostles of Christ”—2 Cor.
xi. 13 ; Paul styles them “ fools "—uv.
19; who preached ¢ another Jesus,
another spirit, and another gospel”—v.
4, by which “as the serpent heguiled
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Eve through his subtilty” they cor-
rupted the minds of the brethren
from the simplicity that is in Christ
-—verse 3. Now, he says to them
at Colosse, of such men *beware!”
Be on your guard, lest ye slip your
cable ; for the safety of your vessel
depends on holding fast to the anchor.
Remember, that formerly ye were
alienated and enemies in your minds
by wicked works, but now are recon-
ciled, that ye may be presented holy,
and unblamable, and unreprovable in
his sight—chap. 1, 21, 22,

Ah! exclaim the diviners, here is a
case in which the reconciliation is
absolute, and not at all conditional
upon holding fast to the hope of Israel !
Not so fast. The presentation of these
Christian disciples before the King, as
“holy, unblamable, and unreprovable”
persons, is predicated on the following
conditions, namely,

“IF YE CONTINUE in the faith, grounded
and settled, Ax» BE NOT MOVED
AWAY FROM THE HOPE OF THE
GOSPEL, which ye have heard, and
which was preached to every creature
under the Heaven; whereof I, Paul,
am made a minister :"—Col. i. 25.

Here then are two indispensable
conditions of salvation.

1st. A continuance in
without vacillation.

2nd.  Immobility from the hope of
the Grospel.

The first condition implies that the
faith has been embraced ; for a man
cannot continue a believer unless he
primarily believe, The second pre-
sapposes that his primary belief
comprehended the knowledge of the
hope of Israel ; for it is enjoined upon
him that he “hold fast to it stedfast
to the end,” that is, “be not moved
away from it.”

You perceive then, if a man would
be saved, he must have the right kind
of a hope. If he hope for things
which God has not promised, he hopes
for things which will never exist, and
therefore his hope is a mere delusion.
Now the scriptures style God, “the
God of hope;” is he God of a true
hope, or a false hope ? If of a false
one, then he is God of no hope ; but,

the faith

if of the true one, then be assured that
as men are saved by the hope, God will
save them only by that which is true.
This is just, however calamitous to the
man ; for, if one hope that his
immortal soul will go to the right
hand of the majesty in the skies at
the instant of death, he would be
exceedingly disappointed at finding
himself on earth at the coming of
Jesus; and that he had never been
where he hoped he should have been
at all. If a man hope for a non-entity
he had no hope ; and therefore being
de facto hopeless, he is an heir not of
salvation, but of destruction.

Thus then, we have shown

1st. That the heathen Gentiles had
a hope of immortality, predicated on
the speculation of man being constituted
of two principles, the one material and
the other immaterial, and therefore
immortal.

2nd. That though they had a hope,
yet ag it was a false one, the scripture
regards them as having none.

3rd. That the hope of the ancient
heathen is substantially the hope of
the Romanist, Mchammedan, Pagan,
and Protestant communities even to
this day ; and therefore no hope but
purely a delusion.

4th. That the character of a man’s
faith is determined by the things which
he hopes for,

5th. That the hope of the Gospel
relates to things in the undeveloped
future,

6th. That a faith destitute of the
true hope, is displeasing to God.

7th. That men are saved by the
hope of the Gospel.

8th, That salvation by the true

- hope,is conditional on not being moved

away from it.
9th. That the “profane babblings
and oppositions of science falsely so
called,” taught by the ancient heretics,
Hymeneus, Alexander, and Philetus,
whose word hath “eaten like a canker,”
constitute the theology inculcated from
the pulpits and presses of the present
age.
“10th. That this speculative and
corroding theology has not only eaten
out “the one hope of the calling,” so
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that the world has lost all knowledge
of it; but it has popularized the
religion of Jesus, stultified the public
mind, seared its conscience, and lulled
it into a profound sleep, and shut the
kingdom of God against the people.

11th. That the spurious hope
inculeated by the ghostly leaders of
the world, is subversive of the Gospel,
and therefore inimical to the well-being
of mankind.

12th. That the hope which saves
through Jesus was unknown until it
wag announced by the apostles.

13th. That the command to preach
this hope “to every creature,” was
executed within thirty years after the
Ascension, by the apostles ; hence, no
rational expectation of converting the
world by stationary or missionary
clergy, founded upon the text in Matt.
xxviil. 19, 20, can be entertained : it
is not salvation, but damnation, which
awaits the sapless, fruitless, and
fai(tlhless Gentiles of these latter times ;
and—

14th, That teachers of a false hope
are deceiving and being deceived.

THE DAY OF THE LORD I8 AT HAND.

The day of the Lord is at hand, at hand,

Its storms roll up the sky;

A nation sleeps starving on heaps of gold,

All dreamers toss and sigh.

When the pain is sorest the child is born,

When the day is darkest before the morn,
Of the day of the Lord at hand.

Gather you, gather you, angels of God—
Come to us, Lord of the Truth ;
Come for the earth is grown coward and old—
Come down and rénew her youth:
Freedom, self-sacrifice, mercy and love,
Haste to the battle-field, stoop from above,

To the day of the Lord at hand.

Who would sit down and sigh for the ages of old,

When the Lord of all ages ishere?

True hearts will leap up at the trumpet of God,

And hail His dread deeds without fear ;

Each past age of gold, was an iron age too,

And the meekest of saints may find stern work to do,
In the day of the Lord at hand.
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RISE OF THE CLERGY FORETOLD.
(4 Pencilling found among Dr. Thomas's Papers.)

Marr. vii. 15~—~¢“Beware of false
prophets: ravening wolves in
sheep’s clothing.”

Marr. xiii. 89.—“The enemy that
sowed the tares is THE DEVIL.”
Marr. xxiv. 11, 24.—“Many false
prophets sHALL arise, and shall

deceive many.”

Acrs xx. 30.—*“From among the elders
shall men arise, speaking perverse
things.”

1 Cor. xv. 12.—“ How say SOME among
you that there isno resurrection?”

2 Cog. ii. 17— We are not as many
who corrupt the Word of God.”

2 Cor. x. 10.—"“ Paul's bodily presence
is weak, say they, and his speech
contemptible.”

2 Cor. xi. 1-6, 10-15, 22-28,—* Preach-
ers of another gospel; ministers
of Satan,” &ec.

RISE OF THE CLERGY.

GaL. i, 7.—“There be some that
trouble you, and would pervert
the gospel of Christ.”

GAL. iv. 17.—% They zealously affect
you to exclude us.”

GarL.v.11, 12— Cut off the troublers.”

Pum, iii. 2—“Beware of the dogs
and concision: dumb dogs.”’—
(Isaiah lvi. 10.)

1 Tim. i. 6.—* Swervers from the faith,
desiring to be teachers of the
law, without intelligence.”

1 Tmv. iv. 1,—“Departers from the
faith, forbidding to marry,” &e.

1 Ty, vi. 3.— Know nothings.”

2 Tim. iii. 6.—* Captivators of silly wo-
men, having a form of godship.”

Trr. i. 10—“Vain talkers, whose
mouths must be stopped.”

2 PET. ii. 1.—* Evil speakers of things
they understand not.”

2 JouN 7.—“Many deceivers, who
confess not.”

JUDE 3, 4.—“Certain men crept in
unawares, dreamers,” &c.

Rev. ii. 2.—Spurious apostles, N1co-
laitans: conquerors of the people.”

THE CLERGY IN ALLIANCE WITH

SATAN.
Rev. ii. 9.—“Jews of the Synagogue
of Satan.”
REev, ii. 14.—“BaYaamites and Nicol-
aitans.”

Rev. ii. 20, 24.—JEZEBEL—teachers
and seducers, of the depths of
Satan as they speak.”

REv. iii. 9.—* Jews of Satan’s syna-
gogue.”

The clerical co-working of Satan takes
the hinderer out of the way, and
reveals the lawless one—(2 Thess,
ii.)

REv. xii. I.—The woman clothed with
Satan’s Imperial Son, Constantine.

Verse 5—The Man-Child born and
enthroned.

OHAPTERS FOR THE DAUGHTERS OF SARAH.—No. 1.

BY ONE OF THEM.

In like manner also that women adorn themselves.—FPAvL.

WomaN has from the beginning sus-
in the
The first in the
transgression which brought sin and

tained an important part
history of our race.

death into the world, in the goodness
of God, she is permitted also to be
the medium through which evil shall
eventually be eradicated,

and the
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world restored to ahigher than Edenic
happiness. Much has been written
concerning the position of woman
by those who look at her from a merely
secular point of view, from her
advocates of the American school
down to the latest London critic in
the Saturday Review. Her rights
have been discussed: they have been
advocated, they have been vindicated,
or they have been denied according to
the temper of the writers who have
taken her case in hand. But to the
woman professing godliness, these
utterances amount to nothing for
practical guidance. She may, some-
times, allow herself to be entertained
by them, but she will not take
her cue from such sources, lest she be
led astray. To her there is but one
stand-point from which to view her
own position, and from which to judge
of what is becoming and dutiful.
To the Scriptures of truth she must
turn for guidance. In them she must
find her “model,” her manual for
direction in all the affairs of life, her
book of fashion, and her instructor in
true etiquette. The world’s etiquette
is mostly the beautiful form of
emptiness, or worse. Hers will be
without dissimulation. Her love will
be genuine, springing from principle,
rather than the impulse of partiality,
which will render the service of her
hands more graceful, engaging, and
acceptable than all the elegant posing
of her deluded sisters in the flesh.
Having, by the belief of the glad
tidings and wunion with Christ in
baptism, placed herself under law to
him, the object of her greatest
solicitude will be, in all cases, to
ascertain the will of Christ concern-
ing her ways. It matters little to her,

and ought really to affect her little,
what any outside of his law may
think of her; and, indeed, she must
not even allow the opinion of her
brethren and sisters to unduly influ-
ence her conduct. ¢ Christ first”
must be her motto, and the desire to
please him must be the guiding
principle of her life. She must make
up her mind to encounter difficulties.
Her path through life will be beset by
many peculiar to her peculiar position.
She is not at liberty to please herself
at all times, nor to follow the frivolous
pursuits considered appropriate to the
world around her. Espoused to one
who forbids the dissipation of her
mind with the vanities of a world
lying in wickedness, she must act in
faithfulness of her adopted standard
at the risk of unpopularity with her sex.
Christ requires her to be highly
adorned, but not with the quality of
ornament in vogue with this present
evil world. She expects shortly to be
called forth to the celebration of the
nuptials; and as the bridegroom she is
to meet is none other than the King of
kings and Lord of lords, she should
be supremely anxious to array herself
according to his expressed desire, that
she may be well-pleasing in his sight
in the day of his appearing. To
accomplish this will take much of her
time. Her neigbours and acquaint-
ances in the world require all their
time for the conducting of their
affairs pertaining to this life, so the
woman who has for her aim the
attainment of the world to come, must,
at the onset, agree to forfeit some of
the world’s respectability and esteem,
her time and money being devoted to
other things than the world considers
all-important. She must consider it a
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settled matter that she cannot serve
God and mammon. She cannot please
the world and please him also who
hath called her to his kingdom and
glory. Her absent Lord and Master
has left this on record, and it is at her
peril that she call his word ip
question.

Younc SISTERS.

To the young sister, who has been so
fortunate as to receive the truth in the
morning of life, it will be of the very
highest importance that she begin at
once to equip herself for the good
fight of faith, Upon no arm of flesh
must she entirely lean. - She has
entered upon a course of trial, though,
at the first it will not, probably, appear
s0 to her. She has just received the
truth with much gladness. All appears
joyous and bright, and her only desire
is that the Lord would come and permit
her to realize the glowing visions of
which she reads, when the saints will
take the kingdom and reign with
Christ upon earth. True, this time
shall come, and is longed for by every
son and daughter of the Lord Almighty.
The young sister must remember that
this honour is reserved for the saints.
Her saintship will have to be developed
by her obedience in the truth, and it
will all depend upon her faithfulness
to him who has called her to be a
saint, whether in the day of judginent
she will pass into the;ranks of that
honourable company or not. She will
not have gone far in the straight and
narrow way, before her difficulties
begin. It is designed by God for
every one adopted into His family,
that they shall be tried. His people
are to be a prepared people—they are
to be polished stoncs, and they are to

be like gold tried in the fire, that they
may be purified. As years advance,
cares and responsibilities and troubles
increase, and the young sister must
not think that she will prove any
exception to the rule. If she be a
faithful sister, she will not. In what-
ever position in life she may be placed,
she can labour for Christ, and she can
suffer for his sake. His will and
desire concerning her is that she should
do so, and continue to do so till he
calls her to the high destiny he has
promised. His words are “Whosoever
taketh not up his cross and followeth
after me, is not worthy of me.”
The taking up of the cross would imply
a voluntary act—not merely the
enduring of something inevitable ;
but the deliberately doing of something
that will bring endurance in some
shape or form, and that for Christ’s
sake. Each particular condition of
life will present opportunities for this
crossbearing.

DrEss.,

There are the vanities of youth to
be forsaken. This the young sister
will find among her first trials. An
engrossing concern with young girls
naturally is their appearance and dress ;
and excess in mere outward adornment
is among their besetting sins. The
young sister is at liberty to adorn
herself ; but she must be careful to
haveher ornamentschosen and adjusted
according to the fashion book inscribed
by the spirit. This requires that she
be richly adorned with good works,
and modestly attired as regards dress.
If she be rich in good works, she will
of necessity cripple her ability to
gratify the fleshly desire to be richly
apparelled outwardly—which desire
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if iudulged, would cripple her ability
to adorn herself spiritually. If she be
moderate in her expenditure upon
herself, she will doubtless be able to
have something to expend in theservice
of Christ. He asks of her the first
place in her affections. If she love
him and at all appreciate the high
destiny to which he has called her, she
will make it a rule to let his claim
have her first consideration in all
matters. To begin early in life thus
to train herself, will make many things
easier of accomplishment in years to
come, than if she should live the best
part of her life, and then begin to try
to crucify the natural desires.

ReapING.

Nothing will so much assist her in
her determination to consecrate herself
to Christ, as the daily reading of the
scriptures. Other reading wisely
selected may have a useful place, but
the reading of the scriptures she
ought to regard, and practice as an
imperative duty. Let her at all hazards
read some every day ; this will to some
extent be keeping company with Christ
himself, for he is the great theme of
the sacred book. He is the beginning
and the ending of it. To him all the
types and shadows point. In him
is centred all the hope of the future
glory foretold by the prophets. He is
the burden of their theme. In the
narratives concerning his sayings and
doings while on’ earth, there is the
opportunity of making close acquain-
tance with himn whose meat and drink
it was to do the will of him who sent
him, and in the study of his gracious
words, may she hope to be purified and
assimilated to his divine character, and
greatly aided in her resolve to devote

herself to the knowing and doing the
will of her Father who is in Heaven.
She cannot keep him company personally
like the sisters who ministered to him
in the days of his flesh ; but she will
know that there are many ways in
which she can keep him company so
long as he has brethren and sisters,
and his own truth in the earth to be
countenanced, and encouraged, and
served; and she will remember that he
has said, that whatsoever is done
faithfully to one of the least of his
disciples, he regards as done to himself.
She will therefore have plenty of ways
in which to show her love to her absent
Lord, by the keeping of his command-
ments. She will want as much time
as ever she can command for gaining
the knowledge of himself, and the
Father's glorious purposes concerning
him, which the scriptures reveal in
all the manifold aspects in which he
is therein represented, and to perform
the duties she owes to him,

While on the subject of reading, it
is wise to warn the young sister against
indiscriminate reading, The torrent
of books that pours in our day from
the press, exposes the young mind to a
mental dissipation that is disastrous
spiritually. Specially would I mention
novel reading as a thing to be avoided.
Its effect is blighting in a spiritual
sense, in depraving the mental appetite
and throwing a shade over spiritual
things. A certainpleasureis connected
with it, but it is a hurtful pleasure,
which sisters are wise to deny
themselves. Its indulgence will hinder
the work of the truth in their minds,

COMPANIONS.

In nothing is a young sister more
exposed to danger than in the choice
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of company. She will do well to be
on her guard, and choose only those
whose aims are the same as she herself
has chosen. Let her avoid frivolous
company, whether professedly in the
truth or not. All are not Israel who
are of Israel, neither are all wise who
profess the truth. She should cultivate
sobriety without being morose. Let
her discourage levity and light talk as
spiritually hurtful, and when possible,
avail herself of the society of sober-
minded brethren and sisters, with
whom intercourse will be profitable
and instructive, remembering the
words of Solomon, “He that walketh
with wise men shall be wise.” Let
her be specially mindful of the
allegiance she owes to Christ in the
choice of a companion for life. It is
natural and right that her thoughts
turn in this direction, and atruly holy
relationship may come of it, but let
her be sure to encourage no advances
outside of the truth, nor be won over
by promises to consider the truth when
a union has been effected. The snares
that encircle a union of this sort, (which
would be a virtual allying of herself
with the world) are more dreadful and
numerous and intricate than a young
girl dreams of. “Be not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers” is an
apostolic injunction, and uttered for
our benefit, as the mind of Christ.

Even in the truth, let her be careful
that the brother with whom she would
keep company in view of a life-long
relationship, is thoroughly in love
with the truth, and bent upon a
faithful odedience to it, and let them
together beware of the tendency of
the young mind to overlook the ob-
ligations which the possession of the
truth imposes, and to make the
profession of it a mere garb or
‘occasion for serving the flesh. I
have known cases in which the truth
has been thus associated, with the
result of the flesh triumphing to the
suppression of the things of the
Spirit.  As she prizes the successful
issue of her earthly career, let the
young sister take all heed in the
beginning of the journey, that in this
matter she take no false step. She
ought in this, as in all matters that
affect her well-being, to seek and
earnestly desire guidance and direc-
tion from God. He has caused the
promise to be placed on record : “In
all thy ways acknowledge the Lord,
and he will direct thy path.” Let her
confide her cause to Him, and go
forward in trustful confidence.

‘When she enters the married relation,
her duties and her dangers are to some
extent different, and will form the
subject of another chapter.

SUNDAY MORNING AT THE CHRISTADELPHIAN SYNAGOGUE,
BIRMINGHAM, No. 33.

“ Exhort one another daily.”~—PAvuL.

Rom xiii. BELOVED BRETHREN AND
s1sTERS.~— The chapter read this morning,
contains guidance upon a subject having

an important bearing upon us in the wruth,
and one upon which the very reception of
the truth creates a nccessity for guidance.
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The position to which the gospel calls us
is that of waiting for the Lord from
heaven, of whom the truth teaches that
he is King of kings and Lord of lords;
that he is the rightful governor of the
nations; that in due time, there will be no
other power upon earth, and no other law
recognized but his own. Now, without
gnidance, we might argue that these things
being true, we are absolved from allegiance
to the powers that now exist; that we are
consequently under no obligation to obey.
This chapter comes in and stops any
such apparently right conclusion. I say
apparently right; it is only apparently so;
because the trath does not teach ws that
Christ's kingdom mnow exists, Camp-
bellism would teach us that; the logical
upshot of which wonld be rebellion
against kings and governments. If the
government of Christ is now in force in
the earth, it would be natural to say:
“ We recognise no king but Christ, and
decline to obey the laws of other rulers.”
But the truth teaches us that the power of
the Lord Jesus, as king over the whole
earth, is not to come into practical force
until his return. at the season appointed
for the manifestation of the sons of God.
Then the Lord will be king over all the
earth: there will be but one Lord All
other lords will be broken like a potter’s
vessel. The present question is, what is,
meanwhile, our relation to the powers that
be? In answer to that question, this
chapter tells us something that prevents
us from being rebels against the authori-
ties of the time, or from being political
plotters or political agitators in any shape.
It prevents us, indeed, from taking any
part in the political movements of the
time, and shuts us up to the position of
«strangers and pilgrims,” whose energy
is all required for the work of preparing
for the great administration of authority
that is to come on earth in God’s
appointed time, of which we shall have a
share, if God account us worthy.

“Let every soul be subject to the
higher powers.”  This passage practically
deals with the question: *“ How can we,

who are subject to God. submit to those
who are opposed to Him ? ” The answer
is, that although on the surface it appears
otherwise, there is no power but what is
of God. The kingsof the earth have one
object in what they do, and God, who
controls them, has another. The king of
Assyria went against Israel for his own
aggrandisement; but, in reality, he was an

instrument, invisibly wielded by God
against his people. “ Howbeit,” said the
prophet, “he meaneth not so.’"—(Isaiah

x. 7.) He does it to aggrandize him-
self, but he cannot go beyond his
appointed line. ““Shall the saw shake
itself against him who uses it 2’ So it is
with all the kingdoms of the earth; God
is making use of them; God superintends
them by the angels of his power.  Daniel
tells us, in & sense that does not conflict
with the gospel of the kingdom, that he
ruleth in the kingdoms of men, setting up
some and putting down others. The
kingdoms, now existing, are provisionally
of God’s appointment. God's purpose to
make the earth a habitation of order, love,
intelligence, and glory, requires a pre-
liminary prevalence of evil, and yet the
evil must be regulated. If evil were
allowed to run riot, it would make the
world a desert in which it would be
impossible for the preliminary work of
trial in patient obedience to be done; we
could never assemble here this morning if
evil were not controlled in its operations.
There is a necessity for a certain ma-
chinery to exist, and God has appointed
that machinery, but only for mechanical
service. It is, so to speak, but the scaffold-
ing for the erection of the future building.
They are a crude work; the saints are
called to a higher work in all respects.
Even now, it is highest work to preach the
gospel of the future kingdom.

Panl’s explanations on this point are
perfectly necessary. These governments
are of God’s appointment; therefore, if
you resist them, yon will be resisting God.
The truth teaches us to be the most
obedient subjects in the realm. It
imposes upon us the attitude of subjcets,
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having nothing to do with State questions,
except to obey, and give honour and
respect to the constituted authorities for
the time being, when their commands do
not conflict with what God requires.
Submission and respect, in these circum-
stances, are a duty. We disobey if we
refuse them. The Quaker who refuses to
comply with the requirements of the
Court, is no model for a Christadelphian.
He won’t take off his hat: in this he thinks
he stands on scriptural ground. He does
the opposite. The taking off the hat in
the presence of the king is a mere con-
ventional respect, which we are, apos-
tolically, bound to yield. The Quakers
are very disobedient to the apostles in
many things, although they profess so
much to be exemplary.

fThen Paul urges as a sort of collateral
consideration, that governors are not a
terror to those who do right, which is true,
apart from the special experiences of the
believers in Paul’s day, and Paul does not
refer to them.  Writing to the Romans
before the authorities at Rome had lent
themselves to the work of persecution, his
remarks have probable reference to their
lenity, and not to the rulers of the Jews,
at whose hands he had experienced the
principal partof his sufferings. Hisdealings
with the Roman authorities up to the time
of writing, had rather beenin the way of
invoking their protection ; as when he was
seized in Jerusalem and rescued from the
mob by the Roman soldiers, and again when
his status as a Roman freeman was recog-
nised as a protection against scourging, and
again when the Roman captain gave him an
escort to Cesarea, to get him out of the
way of a Jewish plot to kill him, and again,
when he claimed the protection of the
Roman law, as against Jewish intrigue.
“To the Jews I have done no wroung, I
stand before Cazsar’s jndgment seat, there I
ought to be judged; I appeal unto Casar.”
In a general way, the statement is true of all
governments, that it is only the evilly dis-
posed who suffer from them; with those who
are submissive, the authorities have nothing
to do but protect them. Apart from bad

laws, they inflict hardship on those only who
do evil ; as Peter says “ who is he that will
harm you if ye follow that which is good? ”
“ Wheretore.”” says Paul, summarising
his argument. “we must bein subjection
not only for wrath but for conscience
sake.” Thatis, not only as a matter of
expediency in the sense of keeping on the
favourable side of the law, but as a matter
of principle, the disciples of Christ
have nothing to do with the rulers but
to be subject—not to resist nor to take any
part in the process of resisting what they do
or may think well todo. In this aspect it
is apparent it would be much out of place
for brethren or sisters to take part in
the movements to overthrow governments,
movements which evenif successful, we know
would bring nothing but anarchy; but
whether successful or not successful, we are
excluded from taking part in till the Lord
himself begins. “Render to all their dues;
tribute to whom tribute, custom to whom
custom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom
honor,” Church-rates to whom Church-
rates; itisnobusinessof ours what the govern-
ments dowith the money they extort from us
in theshape of tribute. Thetribute, levied on
the Christians in Rome, went to pay for the
support of the idolatrous temples; how
unscripturally, therefore, many are acting,
who have a great reputation for being wise
and whoarein theirown way very honest, who
suffer distraint rather. than pay churck-
rates. It is really simple in them to let the
State take £20 in the shape of goods sold
under value, when they could get off by
paying £5. It isnot a matter of conscience;
we have nothing to do with the uses to
which the State puts the money. All we
have to do is to pay when ordered, and see
that we do not countenance the abomina-
tions which they uphold. The ¢ rights of
man '’ are no standard for the action of a
Christian ; abstractly, God only has
“rights.”  Our only concern, is to know
what he would have us to do on this poiut.
His will is plain. We are to submit, “looking
for the blessed hope *’ of the manifestation
of his power, in which the saint, is to
participate after trial. We need not and
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must not reach our hands to the
political machinery which at present exists.
We know how hopeles 1t is for human
efforts to make the world better, for the
world is 6,000 years old in the experiment
of human good, and as far off as ever
from the condition of things desired.
Effective good requires infallible wisdom
and infallible power. When these are on
the earth, it will be a satisfaction and a glory
to have to do with government. At present
itis vexation of spirit. Stand aloof from
human movements and lay hold on God’s
movement, which he has givenusthe honor
of assisting.

Another thing mentioned in this
chapter is equally important in its
way, though more of a private character.
Do not get into debt. “Owe no man
anything butlove;” it isan apostolie precept.
You can be under a debt of a gratitude as
much as you like, but keep money out of
the obligation; this is good advice, even
apart, from precept, but here is precept,
therefore a binding rule on those who
submit to apostolic law. There are many
evils connected with debt. ¢ The borrower
is servant to the lender,” The debt is
something between you which has power to
cloud friendship; it is always an anxiety ;
a worm that gnaws theroots of joy. At
last perhaps it is a seed of hatred and strife.
Keep the air clear of debt, and the sun will
have a better chance. But some say we
cannot help it, and doubtless there are times
when people cannot help it, but in 99
cases out of a hundred, they can helpit, by
denying themselves. The advantages that
come of the borrowing, are very dearly
bought in a higher than a commercial sense.
Most borrowers find that out by experi-
ence, but it is better not to let experience
teach in this matter, since we have a
command ; it is better to obey the command
andnot getintodebt; arecognitionof dutyin
this matter will greatly help. There is
nothing like duty as the motive principle of
life ; applied to this matter, it would save
worlds of trouble. Actingon this principle

of not getting into debt, people would be
enabled to get out of it. Once getinto debt,
the difficulty of getting out is greater than
dreamt of, but some people do not think
about it. They see an opportunity; they
conceive a desire in a certain direction;
and borrowing is as easy with them as
possible. This is wrong. They have no
business to handle money that is not their
own; they are not sure they willlivetorepay;
their health may faii, prospects may desert
them and the lender is robbed, and
that the lender may have plenty is no
weakening of the obligation to give him
his own. In our circumstances, it is
specially important to be particnlar on this
point. The Lord may be upon us any
day, and how discomforting for him to find
us with hands and feet tied—owing and
unable to do anything for his name, for
the burden we have taken on ourshoulders.
There is nothing but wisdom in this precept;
a noble-hearted lender may forgive debt ;
but we must not presume on this; nay,
rather refuse to be forgiven and insist on
the advantage of being free and independent.
Shut your ears to flattering projects. Say
not “ T will pay up inayear.” Ye know not
the year is yours. Even if ye live, things
may gowrong,and yeina fix will have to say
with humiliation,* I would pay but I cannot.”
Traffic inlove without limit, for love is
the fulfilling of the law. We are allowed
to contract indefinite obligations in this
direction; the interest is sweet to the payer
and receiver, and leaves a man richer in the
article when paid. At the same time, beware
of counterfeits; beware of such as talk of
love, and on the head of it, get into debt and
bear false witness. Love is the fulfilling of
the law only in the sense that it is the
sentiment thatleads to the spontaneous doiug
of what the law enjoins, and abstinence
from what it forbids. It will not do to put
lovein the place of obedience; thisis charac-
teristic of the false religions of the day. We
mustalwaysguard against the misapplication
of good prineiples, that we may see the right
fulfilment of all in the kingdom of God.
EpiTOR.
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THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE TREASURES OF THE SPIRIT.

By F. R. SHUTTLEWORTH.

BisLe RerereNce TaBret, No. 1.

The Bible has been a sealed book to a
large and influential portion of the com-
munity in all ages.

Proor: Isaiah vi. 9; xxix. 11; Ivi. 10,
11; Psalm xcii. 6; Micah iv. 12; Matt.
xxiil. 16; Acts xiii. 27; Rom. iii. 11;
1 Cor. i. 21; ii. 8; 14; Eph. iv. 17, 18;
1 Thess. 4,5; 1 Tim, i. 6, 7; 2 Pet. 2
12.

The class of people to whom it is
obscured, comprise those whose fear of God
is taught by the precepts of men; those
who are self-led, self-servers, self-appointed,
mere opinionists, sensualists, hypocrites,
fools, liars, wicked, ignorant, proud,
Yrutish, men-pleasers, men-fearers, men-
trusters, and men flatterers, men of high
degree and men of low degree, who rob
God, oppress the poor, wink at sin, and
prosper.

Proo¥: Isaiah xxix. 13; 2 Tim. iii. 6;
Tit. i. 11; Jer. xxiii. 21; Rom., xvi. 18;
Psalm xcii. 6; Jude xix; Matt, xxiii. 13-
33: Psalm Ixti. 9; Dan. xii. 10; Jer.
xvii. 5.

The things of the Spirit of God are so
spoken as intentionally and effectually to
conceal their import equally from the
self-conceited Pharisees of Judaism, the
spiritual aristocrats of mock Christendom,
and the fleshly-minded multitude ot both.

Proor: Prov. xxv. 2; Psalm Ixxxii. 2;
Mark iv. 11, 12; Matt. vii, 6;.x3iii. 12, 15;
1 Cor. ii. 7.

The Deity, who is the author of evil as
well as good (Isaiah xlv. 7), has also
operated causatively and judicially, to
the end that men (who received not the
truth in the love of it) should be deluded
and believe a lie.

Proor: John xii. 37-40; Rom. ii. 7-10;
i. 18 to end; ix 6-23; Isaiah xxx. 28;
xxix. 10-14; 2 Thess. ii. 1-12; 1 Cor.
i. 18-29.

That the things of Christ are hid from
what the Pope of Rome calls * wise and
prudent bishops” and the mighty and
noble in general

Proor: Matt, xi. 25; vi. 19; xxiii. 4;
1 Cor. i. 26.

“ The leaders of the people cause them
to err: ” this is historically verified, as to
the Jews, in the prophets aund evangelists,
and as to the Gentiles, in the Acts and the
epistles.

Proor: (Jewish apostasy); Isaiah ix.
165 Ivi. 10, 11; Ezek. xiii.; Jer. v, 27-81;
Mic. iii, 9-12; Zech. xiii. 2-5; Luke xx.
46; Matt. xv. 7-14; xvi. 16; xxiii.

The true apostles predicted the up-
rise and success of the present system of
theological imposture, and its triumphant
existence till the advent of Jesus Christ,
who will sweep away the refuges of lies,
and cause the light of unknown truth to
scintillate with electrical brilliancy to the
ends of the earth.”

Proor: (Gentile apostasy); 2 Pet. i, 21
to end of second chapter, 1 John ii, iii.

The leaders of the people in apostasy
were to be merchants in the bodies and
souls of men, and the good things of the
earth.

Proor: Rev. xviii. 11-14.

The leaders of the people in the falling-
away from the truth. were also to be
practitioners in spiritual sorcery. This
the priests and clergy are guilty of when
they essay to consecrate mother earth,
bless bells and candles, or pretend by
aqueous grace to transmute a puling babe
into a member of Christ’s church, and an
heir of the kingdom of heaven.

Proor: Rev. xviii. 13

The ‘ few that be saved’’ are of a
different order, and comprise the humble
and meek, the contrite, the childlike, the
wise, the God-fearing, the obedient and
self-sacrificing, the believing and thankful,
and those in general who magnify and
tremble at the Word of God, and desire
the truth at any cost. To such explorers
of the divine ways, the Bible yields its
hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Proor: Matt, xi. 25; xvi. 17; Dan.
xii. 8, 10; John vii. 17; Prov. viii. 17;
Psalm xxv. 14; Prov. iil, 32; Dan. ii 19;
Amos iii. 7; James i. 5, 25; ii. 5; Matt.
v. 8-12; xiii. 11, 16; Isaiah Ixvi. 2; lvii,
15; Psalm xxxiv. 18; li. 17; 1. 23.
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CATALOGUE

Of “vain traditions” and *command-
ments of men,” by which the Word of
God has been made of none effect, and the
Bible rendered a sealed book.

The Pagan fiction known as “the
immortality of the soul.”

The fond delusion termed *infant
salvation.”

The diabolical doctrine
¢ everlasting torments.”

The Athanasian Tri-God, styled “the
blessed ‘1rinity.”

The post-mortem transportation of cured
souls to heaven.

The death state punishment of wicked
men.

The infallibility of the Pope.

The divine calling and inspiration of
the clergy.

The subterranean abode of “deathless
spirits.”

The flesh-comforting dogmaof purgatory.

The clerical sorcery styled ¢ consecra-
tion.”

The priestly
“ cure of souls.”

The clerical paradox styled “the death
that never dies ”

The premium on crime, known as
death bed and gaol repentance.

The everlasting devil.

The hoary-headed counterfeit of the
Christ’s future kingdom, blasphemously
styled * Christendom.”

‘The Bible-nullifying notion that “he
who runs may read ! ” and that what we
do not know now we shall hereafter !

The unscriptural performance called
“infant baptism.”

The lying vanity known as * eonfirma-
tion.”’

Spiritnalism, or the seeking to the
dead for knowledge instead of to the
living God and his testimony.—(Isaiah
viii. 19, 20.)

known as

imposition called the

RerFErRENCE Tasrer, No. 2.
God-Manifestation.

1.—~What is the revealed name of the
Eternal Deity? Answer: Yahweh or
Yah (mis-pronounced Jehovah, and
incorrectly rendered ‘¢ Lord.””) — Psalm
Ixviii. 4; xxxiii. 18; Ex. vi. 3.)

2.—W hat is the signification of Yahweh?
Answer; “I will be,’ incorrectly trans-
lated “Iam” in Ex. iv. 14.

3.—What was it that the Deity pro-
posed he would be or become to Israel

in saying “ I will be ?”  Answer: Elchim,
As it is written (when correctly ren-
dered) “ Hear, O, Israel: He who shall be
(or Yahweh)our Elohim is one Yahweh.”—
(Deut. vi. 4.)

What does Moses teach in this formula?
Answer: That there was a “ futore in the
history of the Hebrew nation when it
should be ruled by a “king and princes,”
or Elohim, who should all be the eternal
Spirit, self-styled Yahweh, multitudinously
manifested in glorified humanity.”

5.—What does the Mosaic symbol,
“Yahweh Elohim '’ set forth? Answer:
‘1‘ Deity manifested in flesh.”—(1 Tim. iii.

6.)

6.—How was the memorial name “1I
will be Elohim,” to be fulfilled? Answer:
According to the covenant of the hidden
period (improperly rendered ‘‘an ever-
lasting covenant,” in 2 S8am. ii, 3, 5) made
of God with David concerning His son
Jesus, saying “ I will be to him afather,
and he shall be to me a Son.” —(2 Sam.
vii. 11-16.)

7.—What is the doctrinal import of
“ Yahweh Elohim ” as initiated in Jesus ?
Answer: salvation. The name Jesus, in
the Hebrew language, is Yah-shua, rsig-
nifying I will be the Saviour.”

8 —How does Jesns answer to this
symbolic prophecy in respect of Rulership?
Answer: It is testified that he came forth
“to be ruler in Israel.””—(Mic. v. 2.)

9.—How does Jesus answer to the
promised Elohim in respect of plurality,?
(Llohim is plural) Answer: heis “ the
Sirstborn of many brethren.”—(Rom. viii.
29) the chief-born Eloah, among 10,000,
the Head of the body.

10.—Upon what principle are the restjof
these Elohic sons of Deity being developed?
Answer: “To as many as receive him, he
gives power to become sons of God.”—
(John i, 12.)

11.—What is the hope of the soms of
God in respect of being ruling *Elokim?
Answer: “They shall reign on the earth.”
—(Rev. v. 10.)

12.—When will the chief Eloah (Jesus)
and the rest of the Abrabamic Elokim
occupy places of power over the Jewish
nation? Answer: “In the regemeration,
when the Son of Man shall sit upon the
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes
of Israel.” —(Matt. xix. 28.)

13.—What are the essential attributes
of Elohic nature? Answer: glory, power,
and immortality.”
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14.—How were these divine attributes
manifested in the flesh of Jesus?
Answer: ¢ By a resurrection from the
dead according to a spirit of holiness.”—
(Rom. i. 4.)

15.—How will this angelic nature be
realised by those who are Christ’s?
Answer: By the change of the body of
their humiliation into a likeness to the
body of his glory.—(Phil. iii. 21.)

16 —What is the object proposed in
this myriad manifestation of the eternal
Spirit  in Jesus and his brethren?
Answer: “ The Restoration of the
Hebrew monarchy; the disruption of the
kingdom of the clergy; the abolition of
the government of the world; and the
subjection of the nations to the iron and
righteous despotism of the glorions and
fearful name, Yahweh Elohim.”—(Rev. ii.
26; xi, 15-18; xv. 4; Psalm ii. 7-9.)

RererENCE TaBLeT, No. 3,
(Hints for Composers,)

The Bible as o« Hymn Book. Index to
Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs.

ROMANS.

1.—The gospel of God.—(i. 1-3,)
2.—Beloved of God.—(i. 7.)
3.—I am not ashamed.—(i. 16, 17.)
4.—The invisible things.—(i. 20.)
5.—God will render.—(ii. 6-11.)
6.—He is a Jew.—(ii. 29.)
7.—For the promise.—(iii. 13.)
8.—Now the righteousness,—(iii. 21-5.)
9.—What saith the Scriptures?—(iv. 3-6.)
10.—Blessed are they.—(iv. 7-8)
11.—1It is of faith.—(iv. 16-18.)
12.—We believe.—(iv. 24-5.)
13.—Being justified by faith.—(v 2-11.)
14..—They which receive —(v. 17.)
15.-- Now if we be dead.—(vi. 8-11.)
16.—Now being made free—{vi. 22-3.)
17.—0 wretched man.—(vii. 24-5.)
18.—There is now no condemnation,—
(viii. 2.)
19.—We cry Abba Father.—(viii. 16.)
20.—The sufferings ot this present.—(viii
18-25.)
21.—We know that
28-30.)
22.—1 will call them my people.— (ix. 25.)
23.—Behold, I lay in Sion.—(ix. 83.)

all things.—(viii.

24.— Christ is the end.—(x. 4.)

25.-—Who shall ascend.—(x. vi. 9.)

26,—How b-autiful are the feet.—(x.
15-18.)

27.— All Isracl shall be saved.—(xi. 26-7.)

28.— O the depth of the riches.—(xi. 33.)

29.—The night is far spent.—(xiii. 12-14.)

30.—We shall all stand. - (xiv. 10-12.)

31.—The kingdom.—(xiv. 17.)

32. - Let every one of us.—(xv, 2-4.)

33.—Now the God of patience.—(xv. 5, 6.)

34.—1I will confess.—(xv. 9.)

35.—The grace of our Lord.—(xvi. 24-7.)

Rererence Tasrer, No. 4.

Apostolic Preaching VERsUs Modern

Sermonizing.

They “reasoned ” out of the Scriptures.—
(Acts xvii. 2; xviil. 4, 19; xxiv. 25.)

They *“ opened and alleged.’—(Acts xvii.
3; Luke xxiv, 32, 45; Acts xvi. 14.)

They persuaded.—(Acts xix. 8,26; xxviii.
23; xviil. 13; xiii. 43; 2 Cor. v. 11.)

They * declared.’'—(Acts xv. 14; John
xvii. 23, 26; xiii. 82; xx. 27; 1 Cor.
xv. 1; Psalm xxii. 22; Heb. ii. 12;
Luke i. 1; Isaiah xli. 26.)

They ¢shewed.”—(Acts vii. 52; xx.
20; xxvi, 20, 23; Luke viii. 1; Psalm
exlvii. 19; Mic, vi. 8; Acts xvi.
17; Lukei. 19; 1 John . 2,)

They ¢ disputed.”’—(Acts ix. 29;
17; vi. 9; xix. 8.)

They “exhorted.”—(Acts ii. 40; Luke
iii. 18; Acts xiil. 15; xx. 2; xv. 32;
xi. 23.)

They warned.—(Ezek. iii. 18, 21; Acts
xx. 31; Col. 1. 28,)

They witnessed. ~ (Acts xxvi. 22; i. 8; x.
39, 43.

They expounded the Scriptures of Moses
and the prophets.—Luke xxiv. 27;
Acts xxvill. 23 ; xviil. 26.)

They ¢ testified.”—(Acts viii. £5; xviil.
15; xxiii. 11; xxviil. 23; xx. 2[;
2 Chron xxiv. 19; John xxi. 24.)

They * proclaimed.”—(Isaiah 1xi. 1, 2)

They ¢ preached.” —(Isaiah Ixi. 1; Jonah
iii, 2; Matt. iv. 17; Mark iii. 14;
Luke iv. 18; ix, 60; Acts v. 42; x.
42; xvii. 8; 1 Cor. i. 23.)

They published.—{ Acts xiii. 49.

xvii.
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CLUSTERS FROM THE FRUITFUL BOUGH.

(Gathered by a Sister of Ruth the Gleaner.)

I uavE been gathering some rich clusters
from Joseph’s “fruittul bough,” whose
branches hung over the well wisdom dny
beside it. Ithought Ihad gleaned all some
time azo, but the fragments, or *‘twelve
baskets,” which give fulnessto the Apostolic
sayings, I found yet in the ground, waiting
to be gathered. The disciples, and not the
multitude. were commanded to do this.
In this beautiful type we trace the sufferings
of the Son of Man, and the glory that shall
follow. Jacob sent forth Joseph to seek his
brethren, and to see if it was well with the
flock. The brethren represent the twelve
tribes; the flock, the “other sheep not of
this fold.” The father covered Joseph with
a cloak not his own,but expressly designed
by the father. not a seamless coat which
indicates perfection, but a coat with many
seams, interwoven with peculiar skill,which
blended all colours together, making them
“one,” This garment gave Joseph a
dignity not his own, but which the father
put on him, separating him from his
brethren, thongh of the same family. Each
piece beingof a different colourand, nodoubt,
a different shape, represents not only the
varied wisdom developed by each saint, but
that the - one body " shall compose pieces
from every natjon, kindred, people, and
tongue. The light colonr, and the dark
colour, the bright piece, and the piece of a
duller hue, because the father's thoughts
designed it, and his hands joined them
together for his beloved son’s sake And this
coat or ““many pieces’’ was returned to the
father, not as he sent it forth, but dipped
in' blood, a sacrifice being necessary before
it could be presented to him, but after
Joseph was cast into the pit, the coat came
back to the father, and he knew it was
Joseph’s, although covered with sacrificial
blood. Although the father thought his
son was rent in pieces, yet no account is
given that the garment was rent at all. The
coat beinga free giftfrom the father, brought
the envy of all the tribes but Benjamin,
for they hated him without a ecause.
Joseph's dream of the obeisance of the
sheaves, sun, moon, and stars, was typical
of all things both in heaven and earth being
put in subjection to the Christ; when the
mystery of God, or the dream hid in the
minds of the prophets, should be ftully
developed. Joseph’s dream brought in the
principle of life, so the father's words

revealed by his son, brought life and immor-
tality to light. The type and antitype were
both stript of their garments, and each cast
into a pit, which was empty, and contained
no water, from which David in spirit prays
to be delivered. Neither type nor antitype
saw corruption, although had Joseph been
permitted to remain in the pit, he must have
done so, but the pre-determined counsel of
God drew him np from thence. Each was
sold by one of the twelve; one by Judah,
the other by Judas. No earthly parent
directed Joseph’s steps; an exile from his
own mother’s children, yet the same eternal
Father watched over both rypeand antitype.
Each was condemned for sins not their own.
Joseph’s own wisdom derived from His
heavenly Father, gave him hope in his
dungeon, even the revelation of something
hid. @'he Eternal Father’s set time having
arrived, we read that Juseph wasthirty years
old when he stood betore Pharaoh to reveal
a secret, or unfold a mystery, which none
but the stone or shepherd of Israel could do,
for it revealed to the peopie * The way of
life.”” When the dream was opened up, the
typical suffering part of the Son of Man
was finished, and the glory that should
follow was fully inaugurated; no Jonger
probation, but exaltation was the condition
which surrounded him. Because of Joseph's
great wisdom, a “new name” indicating
character, was given him by the King, the
meaning of which was a“revealer of secrets,””
or the man to whom secrets are revealed.
Fine linen and precious gold were his
garments for glory, and for beanty. The
King took from his own finger a ring and
placed it on Joseph’s, thus uniting them in
power and dominjon. Even Joseph’s wife
was chosen by the King, and from the
order of priesthood did she come. And
according to Joseph’s word was all Egzvpt
ruled, only in the throne was the King the
greatest. The sccond chariot was somcthing
Joseph derived from the King, (representing
the chariot wheels of “ the cternal oue ™)
which when Joseph filled, made the nations
go before with a cry, “bow the knee.”
Joseph’s dream embodied his own houschold
or the twelve tribes, while that of Pharaol’s
gathered in all the nations, both Jew and
Gentile. Israel coming from Canaan into
Egypt represents when the antitypc governs
the nations. Israel must he saved upon
the same principles as the Isracl of God
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are now, for we perceive it was faith in the
wovernor of Lgypt which kept them, as
well as the nations from perishing.

To Israel, the staff of lifc was a free gift,
for their money was returned to them. but
the nations were made the king's bondmen,
and an entire sacrifice on their part had to
be made. Also amidst the national troubles,
Isracl was fed, and was the special care
both of the king and governor, and dwelt
sccure in the land of Goshen as Jehovah’s
remnant in the land of the Gentiles.

When Joseph’sdream wastully developed,
we see the exile son and father again
united.

Benjamin also claims some interest from
us, and to me he seems to represent spiritual
Israel, seeing he was reserved in his father’s
care, and not blended with the ten at first
presentation, but his addition brought in
the fulness of number and complete
restoration of the twelve tribes and a
blessing fell on them all when the last and
youngest son was manifested, for the life
of the father was bound up in that one.
And although the silver cup (which made
trial) out of which Joseph had himself
drunk was found in Benjamin’s sack, yet it
made no bondman of him, but fastened the
link so long broken. It was also pre-
determined by Joseph that his steward
should put it in the mouth of the sack of
the youngest one, and to him was given
five times more food, raiment and silver,
for he was dear to Joseph by a natural tie,
even by the mother. It is also beautiful
to trace the willingness of the nation to
become the servants of the king, and all
developed through the wisdom of Joseph,
and in a progressive way also—first we
read they brought their silver and gold,
then their cattle, then their inheritance or
land, and lastly themselves, so that it is
said Joseph bought them for the king;
and in return Joseph deals out to the
natioa the precious seed, and even a fifth
part of the increase of that seed, was given
to the king. Well may dear old Jacob
declare he had given Joseph one portion

above his brethren, which he gained for
him by contlict.

ISyt also has been the burden of many
a prophet’s song.  “And in that day. saith
Jehovah, shall Egypt be a blessing in the
laud:”” have we not here a full and entire
gospel, delineated in the most perfect ovder.
The stone had only to be rolled away from
its native resting place, and what gold we
find beneath it ! Joseph has indeed stored
away seven years of plenty, that the Israel
of God shall lack nothing, but be filled
and enriched with all wisdom and spiritual
understanding. The spirit has not made
asound in the Old Testament,butit has left
an echo. Listen, and you will catch it. Yes,
every bird nestled in the Old Testament,
can find a masre warbling in the New, for
the Seriptures are the two lips of God.

THE RIVER OF TRUTH.

O gsolemn deep river of truth,
We are shallow, and fathom thee not
For the treasures lie deepest and low,
Where the surface is almost forgot.
’Tis the silent stream bears up the ships.
'Tis the deepest cove holdeth the pearls;
And thou, oh wonderful stream,
‘Where the banner of beauty unfurls,
In the valley made dark by men’s sins,
Flow on, thou river of truth.

Flow on, O thou shining stream,

From the mountains of truth, and descend,
To the valleys of earth’s dismal dream,

Let thy wondrous waters wend,
From the mountains made cold and dark,

By the creeds that bave risen from earth,
The errors all deadly and dark,

That have risen of little worth!

Flow on, O beautiful stream.

Flow on, thou river of truth,
Past priests and temples of men,
‘Where the children of earth have been chained
In the darkness of error’s deep dens,
Thou wilt bring the temples ali down,
And then on thy bosom wilt bear
The bright sunshine not error’s dark frown,
O wondrous river of truth.

TRACES OF THE LOST TEN TRIBES.

The following paragraph, which lately
appeared in a German paper, under the head
of Lcipsic, is calculated fo lead to some
interesting inquiries : —

“ After having seen some years past,
merchants from 1iflis, Persia, and . rmenia,
aongst the visitors at our fair, we have

had for the first time. two traders from
Bucharia with shawls, which are there
manufactured of the finest wool of the
goats of Thibet and Cashmere by the
Jewish families, who form a third part of
the population. In Buchavia, formerly the
capital of Soddiana, the Jews have been
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very numerous ever since the Babylonian
captivity, and are there remarkable for
their industry and manufactures, as they
arc in England for their money transactions.
It was not till last year that the Russian
government suceeeded in extending its
diplomatic mission far into Bucharia.” The
above traders exchanged their shawls for
coarse and fine woollen cloths of such
colowrs as are most estecmed in the East.”

Much interest has been excited by the
information which this paragraph conveys,
and which is equally novel and important.
Innone of the geographical works which we
have consulted do we find the least hint as
to the existence in Bucharia of such a body
of Jews as here mentioned, amounting to
one-third of the whole population ; but as
the fact can no longer be doubted. the next
point of enquiry which presents itself is
whence have they proceeded, and how have
they corme to establish themselves in a
region so remote from their original country ?
These questions, we think, can only be
answereaq, by supposing that those persons
are descendanrs of the long-lost tribes,
concerning the fate of which theologians,
bistorians, and antiquarians, have been alike
puzzled ; and however wild this hypothesis
may at first appear, there are not wanting
circumstances to render it far from being
improbable. In the 17th chap. of the 2nd
Book of Kings, it is said :—* In the ninth
year of Hosea, the king of Assyria took
Samaria, and carried Israel away into
Assyria, and placed them in Helah and
Habor. by the river Gozan and in the city
of the Mides.” And in the subsequent verse,
as well as in the writings of the prophets,
it is said that * the Lord then put away
Israel out of his sight and carried them
into the land ot Assyria.” Inthe Apocrypha
Esdras, 2, 13, it is said that the ten tribes
were carried beyond the river (Euphrates)
and so they were brought into another land,
when they took counsel together that they
would leave the multitude of the heathen,
and go forth into a farther country, where
never mankind dwelt; that they
entered in at a narrow passage of the river
Euphrates, when the springs of the flood
were stayed. and“ went through the country
a great journey, even a vear and half;’
and it 1s added, that “ they will remain
until the latter time, when they will come
forth again.”

The country beyond Bucharia was
unknown to the ancients, and it is we
believe generally admutiec, that the river
Gozan mentioned in the book of Kings is
the same asthe Ganges, which, hasits riscin

those very countries in which the Jews
reside, of which the Leipsic account speaks.
The distance which those two merchauts
must have travelied cannot, therefore, be
less than three thousand miles ; and there
can be but little doubt that the Jews whom
they represent as a third-part of the
population of the country, are descendants
of the ten tribes of Israel settled by the
river Gozan. The great plain of central
Asia, forming four principal sides. viz.
Bucharia, Thibet, Mongolia, and Mantchons
contains a surface of 150,000 square miles,
and a population of 20.000,000. This
vast country is still little known. “The
great traits of its gigantic formation
compose for the most part, all that we
are certain of. It is an Imimense plain of
an extensive elevation, intersected with
barren rocks and vast deserts of bleak
removing sands. It is supported on all
sides by mountains of granite, whose eleva-
ted summits determine thedifferent climates
of the great continent of Asia, and from
the division of its waters from its exterior,
flow all the great rivers of that part of the
world. In the interior area quantity of
rivers having little declivity or no issue,
which are lost in sands, or perhaps feed
stagnant waters.

In the southern chains are countries,
opulous,rich andcivilized; Little Bucharm
Great and Little Thibet. The people of the
north are shepherds and wanderers. Their
riches consist inthe herds; their habitations
are tents, and towns, and camps, which are
transported according to the wants of
pasturage. The Bucharians enjoy the right
of trading to all parts of Asia, and the
Thiberianscultivate the earth to adv anta;. e.
The ancients had only a confused idea of
central Asia *“The inhabitants of the
country ” as we learn from great anthority,
are in a high state of civilization, possessing
all the useful manufactures, and lofty
houses built with stone. The Chineser eckon
(but this is evidently an exaggeration)
that Thibet alone contains 53,000,000 of
persons. The merchants of Cashmere, on
their way to Yarkland, in Little Bucharia,
pass through Little Thibet. This country
1s scarcely known to European geographers.
The immense plain of central Asia is
hemmed in and almost inaccessible, by
mountain ranges of the greatest elev.mon,
which surround it on all sides; and when
the watchful jealousy of the government
of the Chinese empire is considered, it will
scarcely be wondered at that the vast
region is so little known.  Such is the
country which these mnewly discovered
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Jews are  =ail  to  inhabit in  such
numbers. The following facts may perhaps
serve to throw some additional light on this
interesting subject.

In the year 1832 a Mr. Sargon, who, if
we mistake not. was onc of the London
Society, communicated to Englind some
interesting  accounts of 2 number of
persons resident at Bombay, Cinnamore and
their  vicinity, who arc evidently the
descendants of Jews. calling themselves
Bino Dseael, and bearing almost uniformly
Jewish names, but with Persian termina-
tions. This gentleman fecling very desirous
of obtaining all possible knowledge of
their condition, umdertook a mission for
this purpose to Cinnamore; and the result
of his enquiries was a conviction that they
were not Jews of the one tribe and a half,
being of a different race to the white and
black Jews of Cochin, and consequently
that they were remnants of the long-lost
ten tribes.  This gentlemen also concluded,
from iuformation he obtained respecting
the Beni Isracl, that they existed in great
numbers in the countries between Cochin
and Bombay, the north of Persia, among
the hordes of Tartary, and in Cashmere;
the very countrics in which aecording to the
paragraph 1n the German paper. they exist
in =uch numbers. So far then the accounts
contirm each other and there is every proba-
bility that the Beni Israel resident in the
west of the Indian Peninsula had origin-
ally proceeded trom Bucharia. It will
therctore be interesting to know something
of their moral and religious character.  The
following particulars are collected from Mr.
Sargon’s account :1—1In dress and manners
they resemble the natives, so as not to be
distinguished from them except by careful
ob~ervation and enquiry. 1.—They have
Hecbrew names of the same kind, and with
the same local terminations as the Sepoys in
¢th regiment of infantry. 3.—Some of
tnem read Hebrew, and have a faint

tradition of the cause of their original
exodus from Egvpt. 4 —Their common
langnage is the Hindoo. 3.—They keep
idols aud worship them, and wse idolatrots
ceremonies, intermixed with the Hebrew.
6.—They cireameise their own children.
©.— They observe the Iippir, or expiation
day of the Hebrew; but not the Sabbath,
or any of the feast or fast days. 8.—They
call themselves Gorah Jehudi, or white
Jews; and they term the black Jews collah
dehudi, 9.—They speak of the Arabian
Jews  as  their brethren, but do not
acknowledge the Luropean Jews as such.
10.—They use on all occasions, and under
the most trying circumstances, the usual
Jewish prayer : ¢ Hear, O Israel, the Lord

our God is ome Lord”  12.—They
expect  the Messiah, and that they

will one day return to Jerusalem. They
think that the time of his appearance will
soon arrive, at which they mmch rejoice,
believing at Jernsalemn that they will see
their  God, worship him only, and be
despised no more

These particulars, we should presume,
can scareely tail to prove interesting, hoth
in a moral aund rveligious, as well as in a
geographical point of view,  The number
of the seattered members of Judah, and
the half wibes of Benjamin, rather excced
than fall short o1, five millions. Now, if
this numter be added to the many other
nillions to be found in the different
countries of the carth, what an immense
power would be brought into action, were
the spirit of nationality once aroused, or
any extraordinary event to occar, which
should induce them to unite in claiming
possession of that land which was given to
them as & * heritage for ever,” and to
which, in every or this clime of the carth,
their fondest hopes and their dearest
aspirations never cease to burn,

Culedonian Mercury.

THE CHRISTADELPHIANS

[ “Our Ows CommissIoNER " of the Daily l

Telegraph. October 13, 1871 ]
TuE curions inquirer into the phenomena
of religions life in London, will find his
sphere of observation greatly enlarged by
a visit to the Lecture Ilall close to the
Gower street Station of the Metropolitan
Railway, which, while used as a duncing

IN TEE PUBLIC PRESS,

academy and as available forother mundane
purposes during six days of the week,
becomes transformed on Sunday into the
* Ecclesia™  of  Christadelphians. Nine
persons out of ten will open their eves at
this portentious title, exclaiming, “What !
vet ancthier seet ?” They will. therefore,
in all probability, grow inquisitive, and
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find that their neighbour No. 10 knows
little more than themselves about the
matter. They will probably wax etymo-
logical, and delude themselves with the
idea that Christadelphian means * brethren
in Christ,’” and is therefore, so to say, only
Christian “ writ large,”’” and consequently a
title in which they could share in common
with those who have adopted it as their
distinctive appellation. Nay, it is even
possible that a visit or two to the
Christadelphian ¢ Ecclesia ” will leave
comparatively in the dark ; for the doctrines
professed by the Christadelphians do not
crop up at the surface of their religious
practice, as embodied in worship, to the
extent that we might expect, especially
apon learning from other sources their
violently revolutionary characier.

After paying several visits to the humble
“ Feclesia” I confess to having failed to
grasp the faintest outline of the doctrine
professed by that body. That refuge of
the destitute, the British Museum, did not
enlivhten me ; nay, even the omniscient
gentlemen in the centre of the reading
room, who are ever so courteously ready to
give information on all subjects, from the
copyright of “ Cock Robin”’ to a critical
question in a Greek play— even these failed
me. The name of Christadelphian was to
them unknown. Again I attended the
morning “ breaking of bread ” at eleven on
Sunday, and felt very much like an
interloper, while some fifty Rabitues, mostly
of the humbler class, offered up their simple
prayer and praise, preached in turn their
plain practical sermons, and partoox, after
their own homely fashion, of the bread and
wine. I went on Sunday evening, as
requested, ** with my Bible in my hand,”
to * hear the truth,” and very solid truths
I did hear ; but nothing distinctive, nothing
that might not have been preached in any
church or chapel of London, orthedox or
unorthodox. Iattended a week-day lecture
still at the same ¢ Ecclesia”—on the
subject of “New Jerusalem, where and
what it is,’”’ and came away without having
gleaned much more than the idea that it
was to be the veritable Old Jernsalem
restored and inhabited by the saints. Of
the terms of saintship I learned compara-
tively nothing. It was only by placig
myself in communication with one of the
body that 1 gained particulars of the
history of Christadelphianism, and access
to its somewhat voluminous but decidedly
recondite literature.

To an outsider—and it will presently
appear in what an overwhelming majority

we poor outsiders are—the “Ecclesia”” of
the Christadelphians presents no appreciable
diffcrence from that of the Plymouth
Brethren It resembles that sect precisely
in the fact, for instunce, of having no
president or minister—the ¢ brethren”
officiating in turn ; as also in the sharp
line of demarcation between the initiated
and the profane, making your unforinnate
Commissioner feel in a veritable minority
of one on the occasion of his visits ; while
the ceremony of communion is so exactly
similar as to render it worth the consider-
ation of the Christadelphians whether some
distinctive mark should not be adopted to
enable the uninformed to recognise the
difference between themselves and those
sects, all of which they so utterly condemn
and repudiate. ~ The Christadelphian
position will be best understood from an
abridgment of an interesting document
drawn ap for my special behoof by one of
the body, to whom, after wading through
volumes of doctrinal and controversial
matter, I applied in despair of gaining
anything like an historical idea of the
body, or its connection with other religious
denominations.

The Christadelphians, he informed me,
date their origin back to the first century.
They claim, as the name X,,wmf, dﬁe}\gbm
implies, to be brethren of Christ—not n
Christ, as I had imagined. The first
Christadelphians, therefore, he argues. were
the Apostles. As to the history of the
Christadelphian body during the centuries
from the first to the nineteenth, litile
definite information can be given. The
truth taught by Christ and the Apostles
did not long continue to be held and set
forth in its purity. The Christadeiphians
of the first century were soon lost in ihe
general body of those who embraced the
mixture of Divine truth and Pagan
philoophy which gained currency and
which my informant terms “ Paganiscd
Christianity,” The first step which was
made towards rescuing the truth from the
obscurity into which it had been brought
by the Church of Rome was the Reformation,
but this, though leading to the repudiation
of some errors and to the establishment of
some truths, failed, according  to
Christadelphian ideas, to establish the
truth apostolically delivered. Subsequent
steps towards the accomplishment of “such

. an end have been, they say, the secessions

from the established Church of England
and the establishment of various disscnmny:‘
bodies  These have assisted in bringing
out isolated traths, but are still far i‘luxﬁ
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the possession of the whole truth. The
Christadelphian body alone exhausts truth.
The revival of the body in the prescut
century has been effected through the
instrumentality of John Thomas, M.D.,
the son of a Baptist minister, who vesided
in London some forty years since. Dr.
Thomas emigrated to America in the year
1832, with the intention of practising
medicine in the United States. During
the voyage, while placed in eircumstances
of great danger, he resolved, that, if ever
he reached terra firma again, he would
not rest until he had found the truth, of
which he then found himself ignorant.
Shortly after his arrival in the United
States, he joined the Campbellites, and
was pressed by them, against his will,
into speaking and preaching. This led
him to study the Secriptures more closely,
and various difficulties presented them-
selves to his mind, in the shape of
apparent inconsistencies in the popular
theology. He finally left the Campbel-
lites and founded the Christadelphian
body ; the name of which, besides bearing
reference to a distinctive tenet, was
adopted as an alternative to the title of
Thomasites. The Christadelphians, how-
ever, whilst thus incidentally connected
with the Campbellites, disclaim, “emana-
tion” from any religious body. They
consist, they say, of individuals gathered
from almost every other denomination, as
well as of those who were formerly
sceptics. There are some forty regular
meetings of the Christadelphians in this
country ; but the body, besides being
rigidly exclusive, is far from numerous.
Of Christadelphian doctrines the most
concise summary is found in a little
pamphlet bearing the title of *“ A Decla-
ration of the First Principles of the
Oracles of the Deity, set forth in a series
of propositions demonstrating that the
Fuauth of Christendom is made up of the
Fables predicated by Paul (2 Timothy,
iv. 4), and entirely subversive of the
Faith once for all delivered to the Saints,”
Thus the hand of the Christadelphian is,
like the Ishmaelite’s, “against every
man.” The name of a brother of Christ
would seem rather to imply compre-
hensiveness than the reverse; and it is,
in fact, curious to notice how, in the
same Thirty-six Articles of his faith,
the Christadelphian does really manage
to exhaust almost every form of heresy—
and thus, while fancying himself exclu-

sive, to bocome, in point of fact, simply !

eclectic. The kingdom of God is defined

(Art. III.) as “a Divine Political Domi-
nion to be established on earth,” with the
object of upsetting and superseding all
oxisting governments.  Its seat is to be
Jerusalem, and its establishment preceded
by a return of the Jews to DPalestine.
Jerusalem is then to be the “queen-city
of the world, the residence of the Lord
Jesus, the headquarters and metropolis
of the kingdom God, whose dominion will
stretch to the utmost bounds of the
globe.” This kingdom of God will last
a thousand years, during which time
Christ and his saints will rule the mortal
nations of the earth, sin and death con-
tinuing in a milder form than now. At
the end of this period Christ will
surrender his pegger to God ; an extensive
revolt of the nations will take place, to be
suppressed by a summary outburst of
judgment. Then will occur a resurrection
and judgment of those who have died
during the thousand years, resulting in
the immortalisation of the approved ‘and
the annihilation of the rejected. These
rightecus redeemed immortal persons will
inhabit the earth for ever.

So far the position is a blending of
Judaism with Chiliasm. Now comes the
distinctly Unitarian doctrine, that Christ
is a human being, and the spirit not a
personal God; while a clinging to old
theology is still manifested in the recog-
nition (Art. XXII.) of a quasi-atonement.
There are no Devil—the Christadelphians
have settled that point most satisfactorily
—nospirits, and no hell. The immortality
of the soul is a pagan fiction. Life
depends solely on the bodily organisation,
and is the same in man as in animals.
The body of the saint is incorruptible—it
is not quite clear whether the privilege
extends to the exemption from actual
decomposition. The only punishment of
the wicked is annihilation, the result of
the second death awarded to them after
judgment. The rule, be it understood,
applies only to the unapproved professmg
Christians., To the large majority of
mankind, death will be at once-—s80 to
say—Tfatal. Article XXX. is clear on
this point: “There is a class, forming by
far the largest part of mankind, who have
never heard the Gospel, and who are sunk
in ignorance and brutality; what is to be
done with them ? Orthodoxy says some-
times they will go to hell, and at other
times they will be admitted to heaven.

. They will pass away in
death as thouwh they had never existed.
They willneverseethe Tlightof resurrcetion.
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Such are a few of the tremendous
clauses of the Christadelphian creed. Tt
is a wonderful proof how much better
most of us are than our beliefs, that one
can o into the little humble “ Eeclesia ™
at the Gower-street Dancing Academy,
and come away without an inkling of
these astounding doctrines. I wasamazed
to hear working men read and expound
from their thumbed Bibles, showing the
most complete familiarity with the sacred
text. I listened to their sermons and
lectures, and thought how well it was for
them to be there, since very possibly more
elaborate faiths would have failed to
comprehend them. I joined in the sing-
ing of their simple hymns, and looked on
at their homely breaking of bread, not
without thoughts that it might typify
more nearly than gorgeous rituals, the
original Supper. It was weeks and
months before I gathered the tenct of
their marvellous symbolism, and I could
not but think as I did so, that after all,
their differences were mostly on paper;
whilst in faith and practice I could trace
no collision between them and many a
sect with which my examinations have
brought me into contact. T believe, if
pushed home, the tiny « Ecclesia” would
hardly consign all of us, except its very
select numbers, even to annihilation—they
charitably forego perdition. It may be
that they would return an answer as
liberal as any other body by nature
sectarian to the demand which the very
first “Christadelphians’ themselves put
to the master, *“dre there few that be
saved P’

THE EDITOR OF THE ‘NEW YORK
HERALD " ON THE “ TELEGRAPH'S”
REPORT.

A Nover Secr.—Justly or unjustly,
America enjoys the reputation of being
pre-eminent among the nations of the
world for the diversity of its religious
beliefs. Was it not of us that the French
satirist said we were a people with a
hundred religions and ounly one sauce?
And, indeed, it must be admitted that
heterodoxy has here ample variety to
choose from. He must be a very obstinate
and exacting dissenter who cannot find
his pet heresy inarange of clashing creeds,
from the thousands of Mormonism to the
scanty  hundreds of  the curious
Pennsylvania congregation called Omesh.
who make virtueinseparable from extreie

hideousness of apparel, and fasten their
garments, men and women alike, with
hooks and eyes, eschewing buttons as
devices of the Evil ‘One. Doubtless the
air of freedom stimulates the spirit of
religious inquiry, which with an inventive
and original peopleisreadily diverted into
erratic and ambiguous ways.

But it is questionable if in this respect
we are very far in advauce of our cousins
across the sea. There, too, similar causes
produce similar results, while other
influences, unknown to wus, tend +to
popularize in the lower grades of English
society the widest possible divergencies
from the decorous old-fashioned faiths.
The natural revoltof certain temperaments
from what seems to them the tyranny of
an KEstablished Church, encourages this
tendency, which again is helped by the
general ferment and discontent of
European society, with regard to existing

moral and political codes. But without

further talk about reasons, the fact is
plain that England, like ourselves, has a
multiplicity of creeds, some of them of
the most unique and extravagant
pretensions. One, the most curious,
perhaps, and undoubtedly the most obscure
of all, has lately been made the subject
of investigation by a London writer, who
publishes the result of his labors, in the
Telegraph. And certainly if what he
tells usof themistrue, the Christadelphians
present many points of interest to the
student of human error. 1In a little hall,
which serves during week days the profane
use of a dancing academy, this humble
gect hold their “ecclesia.” Their
preaching is not very different from that
of similar uncanonical bodies, and their
very plain and simple service, much like
that of the Plymouth Brethren, gives the
uninitiated no idea of their peculiar tenets.
These are in reality of a very mixed and
original nature.

They claim to be the only legitimate
representatives of the primitive Christian
Church, and to have kept the faith of the
Apostles—the first Christadelphians, or
brethren of Christ—pure from the
corruptions of the Paganized Christianity
which soon superseded it, and has ever
since held sway among men. This of
iteelf is no very unfamiliar dogma, and is
indeed shared by all sects professing to
be Christians at all. But the Christadel-
phian has better title than this to our
wondering regard. The immortality of
the soul, for example, he dismisses as a
Pagan fiction.  The vital preinciple he
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holds is the same in all animated creation,
but sanetity ensures incorruptibility of
the body.  Doubtless, it his vesearvch lead
him that way, the Chistadelphian is a
contirmed Darwinian, with perhaps a
flavor of Huxzey. Annihilation is to be
the penalty of wickedness, though the
worst of men are to have a chance to
repent and be saved.  In this wise: The
kingdom of heaven is to come in the shape
of a * Divine Political Dominion to be
established on  the earth,” and to
supersede all existing governments. * The
seat is to be Jerusalem, and its establish-
ment preceded by a return of the Jews to
Palestive.” For a thousand years the
kingdom will endure under the temporal
rule of Christ and his saints, * death and
sin”’ continuing to exist, but * in a milder
form than now.” At the end of this
modified millennium, Christ, who in the
Christadelphian creed is human merely,*
will surrender his power to God. “An
extensive revolt of the nations” is to be
ended by a general judgment, whereas
the wicked are to be annihilated, and the
righteous be made immortal, and these
last are then “to inhabit the earth
for ever.”

Perhaps it is only proper to say that the
founder of this wonderful sect, though
not an American, at least lived many
years in the United States, and received
here the inspiration of his new Church.
He was a physician named Thomas, and
came near giving his name to his congre-
gation. That they should have finally
decided in favor of their more attractive
title, shows that their taste at least is
superior to their theology.

BROTHER HODGKINSON TG THE EDITOR OF
wHE Boston Traveller.

Who had published the New York Herald
article :—

Dzar Sir—1I notice in your supplement
of the 8th inst. quite an interesting
article upon a sect calling themselves
Christadelphians, as existing in London
and it is a fair statement of their case
and faith, with a few exceptions, I write

= Thisis not correct. Christadelphians hold
Christ to bave been buman, but not ““merely”
s, He was “ God munifest in the flesh” by the
Spirit which begat biin of Mary and descended
and abode upon him at his baptism in the
Jordan, and finully quickened him at his
resurrection. Ep, C.

you the present to touch upon the excep-
tions, and also to apprise you of the fact
that there is a small representation of the
body in your midst. They meet at
Pythian Hall every Sunday, at 10-30. a.m.
176, Tremont street, and expound the
Scriptures, for their own edification, and
for the benefit of all scarching for the
truth, which inakes all men tree, free from
the superstition of that which is preached
now-a-days, and called the Gospel. We
surrender to the Spirit which Paul saysis
the Word of God; armed with this we fear
no man. As every denomination comes
under the title of Christian, then it was
considered expedient that the sect to
distinguish it should have a name.
Christadelphians then, as you know,
interpreted means the brother of Christ.
‘We have the authority of the word, *“ For
which cause he is not ashamed to call
them brethren. In all things it behoved
him to be made like unto his brethren.”—
Heb. ii. “ Whosoever shall do the will of
my Father which is in Heaven, the same
is my brother,” etc., Matt. xii., 50, and
many others. So much for the name.
Your epitome of Dr. Thomas’s life and
course, was in the main near enough for
all unacquainted with so great a man, but
so little known. Wisdom and truth seek,
generally, humility for their conveyance
(vide Gallilean fishermen and their pre-
decessors the noble old prophets); but to
the truth and not the individuals who
hold it—they are nothing but tools in the
hand of the graver. It is everything, and
will take care of itself, nor will one jot or
tittle of it ever be compromised by a
Christadelphian. The sect is, as you say,
the revival of the apostolic faith, all the
rubbish and the accumulations of cen-
turies being shovelled off by main force,
and the riches of Christ laid bare to ail
who can rid themselves of the cherished
treasures and idols of Egypt. We hold
the truth, inasmuch as we harmonize the
entire Scriptures. We believe in one God,
Jehovah, dwelling in heaven, one Spirit,
ubiquitous by its universality, not a
person, otherwise there would be two
Gods, but the Spirit and power of
Jehovah—one Lord Jesus the Christ,
begotten by the power of the Spirit, of
the Virgin Mary (or seed of David after
the flesh) being God mamifest in Jesus,
put to death for sin, raised for righte-
ousness, exalted to the right hand of
Jehovah's throne in heaven, as man’s
mediator, until the restitution of all
things, or the establishment of the
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kingdom of God on the earth, ete. (as
your article of November 8th states).
Man not immortal, being under sentence
of death on account of siu, but immortulity
promised through Christ at his appearing
and kingdom to those only who believe
the Gospel, are «mmersed, and accepted at
his judgment seat, the rejecied dying at
the second death. His household as
above only being raied at the first resur-
rection, all else being alienated from the
life of God through the ignorance which
is in them, never seeing the resurrection.
Eternal torments a myth, but everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord
a stern reality. No personal devil, but
sin in the flesh, as “Jesus destroyed him
that had the power of death, that is the
devil, by his own death’—Heb. ii,, 14.
Why do we believe thus ? Simply because
the Word of God so teaches, and because
we will not heap to ourselves teachers,
having itching ears.—II. Tim. iv., 3.
We believe that we are in the imme-
diate epoch of the return of Jesus of
Nazareth, who comes as a thief to
the world, but not so to his brethren;
“ who was the nobleman who went into
a far country, and to return.”” The proofs
are most potent. We do not believe in
apostolic succession, but that the truth
of God can be spiritually discerned only,
and that he “has chosen weak things of
this world to show forth his strength, and
foolish things to confound the wise.”
The truth always was in the minority,
held by the world in disfavour. ¢ Fear
not, little flock, and I pray not for the
world, but for them which thou hast
given me.”—(John =xvii,, 9). We
suffered a great loss in the death of
Dr. Thomas, at Hoboken, N. J., March 5,
1871. He has written some remarkable
books during his forty years’ study of
the word, in both original languages, as
he was a superb scholar. But death is
passed upon all men. Mr. Editor, you
will find his memory held dear all over
the United States, amongst small knots
of the brethren, and throughout England,
also Australia, etc. You must pardon
me, sir, for oceupying so much of your
time. I could not do justice to the truth
in less—and have not given you a tithe,
if feeling were to dictate; but we think
feelings are deceptive, so we abide by our
convictions, and L am convinced you will
be weary when you arrive at the end of
this article. In the end of the pamphlet
(I enclosed you) you will find a piece
headed © The kingdom of God™; if you

conclude to publish it with this, T trust
you may, as conveyancer of the truth, be
blessed, as was the house of Obed Edom,
when he covered the Ark.

A CHRISTADELPHIAN.

A BOSTON NEWSPAPER WRITER
Thus describes a visit to the Christadel-
phian ecclesia there : —

“Would you like to see the Christadel-

phians?”’ asked a friend in black
broadeloth clothes with a cane, and a pair
of gloves and a tall hat, of the writer,
whom he met on Tremont street yesterday
morning, just opposite the West street
entrance to the Common.
“ By all means,” said the writer, recollect-
ing an article on that curious sect, with a
headquarters in London, which appeared
inthe Post of Nov.4th, explaining that they
believe Christ was human (not “merely
80"’ —Ep. Christadelphian), and the Holy
Spirit not a personal God; that they do
not believe in such uncomfortable person-
ages as devils and abodes as hell; that
the immortality of the soul is a pagan
fable; that life depends solely upon
“ bodily organization ; ” that the wicked
are absolutely annihilated at death; and
that all the human beings on the earth
who do notfear the Gospel, will pass away
in death and never see the light of the
resurrection. **I should like to see them
very much indeed.”

“Then comeright up,” said the gentle~
man, *and you shall have that pleasure.”

Tre CHRISTADELPHIANS AT HoMe.—A.
notice had already appeared in the news-
papers that the Christadelphians would
hold religious services at Pythian Hall in
the forenoon, the subject of the sermon to
be ** The Non-Immortality of Man, as
Taught by the Bible,”” and thither the
writer went. The air as everybody doubt-
less recollects, was exceedingly cold, and
the wind, sweeping in continuous gusts
along thesidewalks, had a mostunpleasant
faculty of blowing the dust in one’s eyes
and taking one off one’sfeet; but by dint
of perseverance and the cheering spectacle
of hundreds of church-goers at that hour
(a quarter past 10 o’clock) hurrying by,
the writer managed to keep pace with his
friend in black broadcloth, and in five
minutes he was passing up the stairway
of the handsome smooth-granite building
known generally as Codman Hall, at No.
176, I'remont street, although whyit is cal-
led Codman Hall is a mystery, for there are
a number of halls nut Codman in the same
buildiug. Bus Pythiun Hall is on the
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third floor front, an oblong room, well~
lichted, handsomely carpeted. and with
settees at appropriate intervals, having a
seating capacity of perhaps 300 persons ;
and in compuny of a haltf-dozen strangers
aud his friend. the writer enteved.  Quite
a congregation had alrcady assembled, and
it was evident the scrvices were about to
begin. The air was heated to a comfort-
able warmth, aud while you listened to
the windasit whirled and whistled against
the window-panes, and looking over to
the swaying tree-tops above the Common,
and glanced at the earmest faces of the
men and women present, Bibles in hand,
you involuntariiy smirendered yourself to
the feeling of cosxy homeliness that per-
vaded the place and entered into the spirit
of the proceedings, the like of which you
bad never witnessed before. *These are
the Christadelphians,” said the gentleman
in black broadcloth; “and this is their
Ecclesia or church. They have been in
existence, as Christadelphians, only about
thirty or forty years, and to-day they are
established in their guiet way all over the
country. But wait a moment and you
will hear.”

Tue Morxing Services.—The Christ-
adelphians are presided over by four
brethren, each of whom takes his turn
in sermonizing ; and athalf past 100’clock,
when the door had opened and closed on
the last comer, a Mr. Whitehead, whose
turn it was, arose from his seat on the
stand, read a portion of the 12th chapter
of Hebrews, made a brief but fervent

prayer, and began his discourse.
(Here a sketch of the discourse was
given.  Subject:—“The TUnscriptur-

alness of Immortal-soulism.””) Allthrough
the sermon the congregation was
very attentive, and at each of the frequent
references to the Scriptures, nearly every
one found the place in his or her Bible,
with the original Greek and Hebrew text
and the interlinear translations. You
could hardly fail to notice the carefulness
with which lineafter line was underscored,
and the evidences of careful study that

the Good Book bore.  The serviees closed
with the brenking of the bread. and with
a fecling half of regret vou left the home-
like hall and the homelike sect.

“There,” said the gentleman in black
broadcloth, deseending the staivway to the
street, " you have seen the Christa-
delphians.”

“Yes,” returned the writer “and the
experience has been a pleasant one.”

“Glad to hearit. You see the peculiar-
ities of the Christadelphians are, they take
the Bible as their standard and nothing
else ; they start on the assumption that
the Seriptures, having been wriften
through divine inspiration, are infallible,
and if there are any faults or contradic-
tions in the text, they are owing to the
errors of the translators. The originals
in Hebrew and Greek are perfectly in
harmony throughout. " The Christadel-
phians believe thatimmortality is acquired
as a gift at the resurrection to those who
believe the Gospel and have been immer-
sed in his name. Can’t you go up again
next Sabbath ¢ he added at the door

“I don’t know,” ’said the writer, leaving
him, “T'll try. Good day.”

“Good day.”

In Cowcrusion—To those who are curious
in matters of religion, who have wondered
at the religion of the Thuggees of India,
the Dervishes of Persia, or the contortion-
ists of Russia; who have noted the
apparently endless variety of beliefs of
the present age, and who are desirous of
examining the claims of all alike, the
Christadelphians at Pythian Hall present
many attractions. They are simple,
earnest, devoted apostles of Christ,
accepting what they understand to be true,
and rejecting that which they feel to be
erroneous, and they are confident that the
doctrines which they uphold are destined
to effect a revolution in matters of
theology. 8o firm are they in their
establishment, indeed, that they offer a
prize of 500 dollars to any one who will
prove the inherent immortality of the
soul of man by Holy Writ.

LOOKED FOR AND LONGED FOR.

breTinies, suffer the word of exhor-
tation. In our brief exhortation to
“watch” recently given, we drew your
attention 1o Paud’s letter to the Chirista-

delphians residing in Thessalonica,
and remarked that his teaching con-
cerning the dead and living appeared
distinctly to be as follows :—
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1st. The dead wounld be raised from
their graves by angelic power.

2nd. That they would then visit the
living saints, and—

3rd. That both would journey in
company together to the Sinaitic pe-
ninsula, to meet the Lord.

This, beloved brethren, may be daily
looked for, ay, and if our conscience
condemn us not, heartily longed for.
Let us be ready, that at what time we
hear the heavenly summons, we may
go out with joy in cur hearts to meet
him who was slain, and by his blood
hath redeemed us to Ged. Our word
of exhortation rested for its force upon
a fact well known to every intelligent
Christadelphian, viz: that we are living
in “the end” whereat the vision of
Daniel should speak and not lie.

I would supplement that exhortation
by a few words now, asking your special
notice of the formation of “the feet of
the image” in the late German victories.
The diverse elements of “‘iron and clay”
have been briefly moulded and fashioned
into “feet.” There has been a notable
mingling of “the seed of men.” The
formerly separated condition of things
in the vast German empire has been
overcome, at the necessary expense of
the extinction of Frog Imperialism.
“The toes’ were formed long ago, so
were “the head,” “the body,” and “the
legs.” All that now secms to be re-
quired, is for the different parts to
coalesce for the momentary standing
erect of the image on the antitypical
plain of Dura. Thislooks like speedily
being accomplished. The change in
the Austrian Government has furnished
a sufficient excuse to the King of the

North—“the Head of goll™ at the
tie of the end—to make another muve
in accordance with the traditional
policy of Peter the Great, a policy
agreeing in a marvellous manner, on
the whole, with the policy of Heaven
outlined in the prophets. To add to
this, we have the sudden outery of
fright from the dwelling of the “sick
man.” Constantinople is quite alarmed
at the aspect of the northern sky. The
atmosphere is still and the clouds heavy
and dark. Every appearance portends
the outburst of a tremendous storm.
Since the abrogation of the Black Sea
Treaty, “the King of the North”
has been making good use of his time.
Ships have been built, railways pushed
along almost like the progress of a
serpent upon the ground, seditions in
Servia and other provinces of the sick
man, have been adroitly fomented, and
at the moment of this writing, the
gathering sails of the “many ships”
can be seen; the air landwardsresounds
with “ the noise of a whip” and * the
rattle of wheels.”

Brethren, let this be the question;
Are we ready ? Is the lamp trimmed,
and does the light burn brightly ? Is
the wedding garment unspotted from
the world? If these things are so,
well ; if not, let us see to them without
a moment's delay, lest the night—the
eternal gloom of the wicked—should
suddenly overtake us.

Now unto Him that is able to keep
you from falling and to present you
faultless before His presence with ex-
ceeding joy, be honour and glory and
dominion and power, now and for
ever. Amen. Epwarp TurNEY.

« @ive all diligence to make your calling and election sure.” —PETER.
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A RUN NORTH FOR THE TRUTH'S SAKFT.

In fulfilment of appointments made
before his departure for America, (and
revived after his return) the Editor
left Birmingham on Thursday, Oct. 26th,
and in five and a half weeks journeying,
visited the following places in the order
of enumeration.

Liverroor.—Oct. 26th and 27th. Two
lectures in Hope Hall; a place said to be

capable of holding 1,200 people. Both
nights wet; mnotwithstanding, several
hundreds of people at meeting. A little

interruption the first night, and at the
close, a challenge to debate, said by the

gentleman introducing the challenger to -

be from Mr. John Bowes, of Dundee.
Editor too short-sighted to make out the
parties, and the voice resembling- that of
Mzr. Bowes, accepted the challenge under
the impression it was he. It afterwards
turned out that the challenger was a
Mr. Godson, whose opposition to the truth
(which he in great part accepts) is of too
subtle a character to give a definite issue
of debate. On learning this, the Editor
withdrew his acceptance. Truthbeginning
to make headway in Liverpool. Ecclesia
nownumberabout twenty, and have taken
a small chapel in Gill Street for regular
meetings. This is one good result of
the lectures. Heretofore, they met in a
private house. The lectures were got up
with aid from Birmingham, but there is
now a prospect of ecclesia being self-
acting.

SaLE, (Oct. 28th to 3lst),—Two
lectures, but not large meetings. Still
some present on whom labour not
thrown away. Enjoyable intercourse
with the household of faith. Prospectsof
thetrath improving. Thelotalclergyman
afraid of the brethren, with one of whom
he has had conversation and correspon-
dence. When he hears of any influenced
by them, he makesa pastoral visit to the
straying sheep, but will on no occasion
encounter the wolf as he regards the
matter. He happened to come on this
errand to a house in which the Editor
chanced to be at the time, duringa
subsequent visit. In the course of the
conversation, the lady informed him that
the Editor was in the next room, and
that it would be more satistactory if he
would-talk to him on the matter in
question. The eclergyman instantly put
his hat on, and with pious benedictions,
left the house.

Barrow-in-Furymss. ( Nov. 1lst and
2nd).—One lecture here and another in
Dalton, five miles distant. About a
hundred hearers at each place. Only one
as yet obedient to the faith in these parts,
(bro. Barrow, formerly Campbellite) but
several interested, some of whom ecame
a distance. The meetings were got
up by brother Barrow, who obeyed the
truth some years ago. At the Dalton
meeting, a Methodist harangued the
meeting at the close, and walked out
without waiting the Editor’s reply.

Cumnock. (Nov. 3rd to 5th).'—Two
lectures in room connected with the
Black Bull Inn. Very small audiences ;
yet duty done and brethren encouraged,
labour not lost.

Berra. (Nov. 6th to 9th).— Four
meetings ; worst audiences on the tour;
ranging from three to eight persons
besides the brethren. Nevertheless went
through the task in the spirit of the last
paragraph. Faith and patience require
dull times for their trial.

Parsey (Nov. 10th),—One meeting, in
an obscure room, at the top of a house.
Public could not be expected to come and
did not. Fair muster of friends. Truth holds
its own and more, in spite of leading bro.
having thrown itup, and liberated himself
from the authority of the scriptures:
this will seize him by the throat in the
great day, if he repent not.

Grasaow, (Nov. 11th to 13th).—Three
meetings, all attended to the full capacity
of the room, which holds perhaps 150 or
200. Friends from Wishaw: agreeable
intercourse. Brethren living in peace:
Progress slow, but perhaps sure. Allan
Fordyce, dead ; he troubled some of the
brethren at one time with a crotchet on
the “at hand” of John the Baptist's
proclamation.

‘Wisaaw, (Nov. 14th to 16th),—Three
lectures in answer to locally-published
clerical pamphlet on the headship of
Christ — moderately  attended,  but
Editor unable to deliver the third. A
day’s illness, with threatening look,
incapacitated. Bro. Smith, of Edinburgh,
summoned by telegraph, supplied his
place. Editor returned to Glasgow, inten-
ding to go home if not better in the
morning, but with the aid of a Turkish
bath, was sufficiently recovered to proceed
at the appointed time to

Graxtowy, (Nov. 17th to 19th).—Three
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lectures in a low roofed cottagein a yard:
the authorities refusing the Public Hall.
Anudiences not large, but fair considering
size and intellectual condition of
Grantown ; weather intensely cold ; hills
white and snow on the ground ; country
(“the highlands”) magnificent. Breuking
of bread on Sunday morning, prefaced by
protest against complicity in poaching,
which it appeared some had in these
parts advocated as lawful.

BanrF, ( Nov. 20th ).—No meeting: a
mere call (arranged for by brethren) on
sisters Ritchie and Andrew—the latter
at the house of a leading * disciple” in
Banff, whose friendliness went the length
of receiving the Birmingham heretic
into his house, and inviting him to a
well furnished table. Dinner and a
pleasant chat concluded, a “machine” or
as it is called in England, a *trap,’
conveyed the Editor and brother Reid to

New Prrsvico, (Nov. 20thand 21st).—
Distance from Banff, 16 miles, which in
the absence of railway communication,
had to be done on the road, in the way
indicated. Time occupied, nearly three
hours: half the journey in the dark:
strong biting wind blowing all the way :
the animal man in shivers: arrived half
an hour before lecture : good fire and cup
of tea partially prepared for the work
which however was but imperfectly done.
Audience about 80: fair for a country
place. On the second night, met
a number of the brethren and sisters from
the adjoining district, at tea in brother
Reid’s house : a pleasant time spent.

ApERDEEN, ( Nov. 22nd).—Having to
pass through, stopped a day, to give
opportunity of re-adjusting relations if
the enlightening effect of time had
rendered such possible. Found the old
barrier to unjon still in the way, viz.—
fellowship with the Dowieites in Dundee
and Edinburgh. Amicably agreed to
walk each in the separate ways that
differing judgment commended to
consoience, waiting the judgment of the
Lord. Lectured once to a fair audience
on the coming and the kingdom of Christ,
asking that the act might not be
interpreted as a resumption of connection
unless former obstacles no longer existed,
which, it turned out, they did.

DunpEg, (23rd and 24th).—Twolectures
in Thistle Hall ; good audience,—several
hundreds present. Lectures got up by
sister Fraser in conjunction with two
( brothers Mortimer and Black ) who have
withdrawn themselves from the suffocating

communion of the Dowicites.  Sevepad
of the latter present.—Brother Arzchilbuld
Dowie, from Cupar, presided at both
meetings. It will be remembered that
Dundee is the place where a series of avti-
cles appeared deseriptive of the London
Christadelphians. The brethren headed
the announcements in a way to identity
the meetings with those. The paper in

which those articles appeared (#he
Dundec Advertiser), applied for and
inserted motices of the meetings. The
last notice we re-publish, as best

calculated to tell the story of the second
meeting. It is as follows :—

“Tae Promise oF Lire 1~ CHrist
DESTRUCTIVE OF .ANCIENT AND MODERN
THEORIES OF NATURAL IMMomTALITY.”
Mr. Robert Roberts, of an'mmwh'lm7
again lectured last night in the Thistle
HdH his subject on this occasion being
the above. The chair was occupied by
Mr. Archd, Dowie, Cupar; and there was
a good attendance. Mr. Roberts in his
lecture called attention to the absence in
the Bible of the ordinary phrases by
which the doctrine of immortality of the
soul was expressed. He stated that that
doctrine was a feature of Grecian philo-
sophy, and not of the Hebrew scriptures,
and that Grecian philosophy  was
condemned by the Apostle Paul in his
day as foolishness. He argued from the
death of Christ that the divine treatment
of sin was the infliction of death, which
he contended was a complete dissolution
of man’'s being. He quoted the Musaic
narrative of the Creation to show that
man was a creature of earthly origin,
holding existence only during such time
as God permitted him to possess the life
energy that emanated from God himself,
He pointed to the fact that the Resur-
rection was a great feature of Churist's
teaching and that of the Apostles, nnd
that this doctrine logically excluded the
idea of disembodied existence. lHle
quoted many declarations from Moses nnd
the Prophets as affirming the total uncon-
sciousness of the dead, and concluded by
pointing out that immortality was a
condition to be bestowed upon a limited
class only; and that it wasnot the natural
possession of any of the race of Adam.
At the close of the lecture, the Rev. John
Bowes asked permission to speak. The
lecturer objected, on the ground that the
meeting had been convened for a special
object, and that if Mr. Bowes desired to
counteract the effect of the arguments
that had bcen submitted he must call a
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meeting of his own. Mr. Bowes and his
friends retorted upon the lecturer that he
was afraid of coming to the light, upon
which he—as a disproof of their "allega-
tion—challenged Mr. Bowes to meet. him
for discussion in Dundee. The challenge
was rteceived with applause, but Mr.
Bowes declined accepting it, unless he
should afterwards consider it to be to the
advantage of the cause he bhad at
heart.

At the same meeting, Mr. Bowes
invited the people to his place of meeting
on the following Sunday evening,
promising that he would put all right.
The brethren went, and report that
Mr. Bowes declared the Christadelphians
to be Sadducees, denying resurrection
or any future state. They publicly
contradicted this misrepresentation at the
time it was made ; and it was intended
to ventilate the matter in the papers,
but the Editor closed his columns against
it, The lectures were arranged for
on the strength of a guarantee of
two-thirds of the cost from Birmingham.
They were, however, entirely defrayed
by the friends of truth in the neighbour-
hood, with a surplus of 10/, towards
travelling expenses. 'We mention this as
an encouraging illustration of what
comes of provoking to love and good
works. The sacrifice has, of course, been
great in individual cases. Let it be
remembered, “ With such sacrifice, God is
well pleased.”

Epivsuren, (Nov. 25-27,).-—Weather
very unfavourable, yet three meetings,
well attended for the capacity of the
places in which they were held—two in
the small Temperance Hall, and one in
the board-room of the Chamber of
Agriculture. The brethren have been
exerting themselves for some time, (as
yet unsuccessfully) to obtain a better
placz of meeting.

Nrwoesstre-on-Tywg, ( Nov. 28-29 ).—
At the invitation of a lady interested in
the truth, stopped here two days (taken
frem Edinburgh by consent ) to converse
with herself and husband, and assist in
the obedience of the faith, if the necessary
readiness existed. Both in high social
station. The truth accepted in most
parts, but a haziness on the subject of
baptism. This not regarded as a means
of induction into Christ, but as an act of
obedience, optional with those already in
him, * according to the light they have.”
It was contended that believers were

already children, whether they saw and
complied with baptism or not. Then on
the subject of the spirit, there was much
controversy—a direct enlightenment
separately from the word being contended
for by the host,—the Editor contending
that as all assumed enlightenment had to
be tested by the word, it was not worth
while to argue for the existence of
enlightenment apart from it. The great
obstacle was ¢ good people’” whom they
should not “like to condemn.” The
Editor pointed out that any conclusion
they came to with respect to themselves
was a verdict with regard to others, since
what was true of one, was true of all.
All  being by nature in the same
position of condemnation in Adam, and
there being only one way of escape for
all, if they came to a definite conclusion
as to what was necessary for themselves,
it was unwise and not truly kind to
conceal the existence of that necessity in
relation to others. It was amere question
of accepting what God had revealed to be
true, and not of condemning any one.
In the proper sense, we had no power to
condemn, since to condemn was to cast
out. We could cast out nobody. God’s
decisions would be unaffected by our
conclusions. Nevertheless, it was our
duty to find out what He had revealed
to be true, with regard to our state, and
finding it out, to proclaim it, however un-
pleasantly it might bear on those we
might love. No one believing the Word
could deny that all were by nature
condemned, nor could they deny that the
way to everlasting life proclaimed by
Christian Apostles, was the belief and
obedience of the gospel in baptism, and
subsequently in all its other demands.
This being true, it was our duty to
proclaim it. Unanimity was not arrived
at, and the Editor departed without the
pleasure of assisting them in the gloricus
act of union, which though nothing in
the eyes of unbelief, is the ““foolish thing”
which God hath chosen to confound “ the
wise of the world” who think to earn
blessing for themselves, instead of
receiving it direct from God, in His own
way, and on His own terms.—A clergy-
man and the leading Plymouth brother
preacher of Newcastle were sent for by
the host and hostess to visit them while
the Editor was there. Their object in
sending for them was that in the
discussion which would ensue, they
might have a better opportunity of
judging of the matters in dispute. If
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the Editor were slain before their eyes,
so much the better. The clergyman sent
a note of apology, setting forth three
reasons for not complying with the
request, indicating in their totality how
anxious he was mnot to come. 1.

bronchial affection made it wise for him
to keep the house; 2, hehad a preaching
engagement that. mvht 3, it was mno
use coming, his lady thltmner being so
far sunk in spiritual mist and darkness.
The Plymouth brother came, but as soon
as he heard the Editor’s name, he rose to
go. No importunity could persuade him
to remain. The good man of the house
in vain pointed out that his religious
convictions ought to bear any strain, and

that if he could shut the Editor's mouth
in argument, he would do a great deal
towards rescuing himself and his lady
from the clutches of error, if it was error.
He left the house in high indignation,
to the great amusement of the host and
not to the damage of the truth.
MaNcHESTER, (Nov. 30th toDec. 8rd.)—
Operations here were confined to three
lectures in the Temperance Hall;
audiences not large. The brethren and
sisters (including some from Sale) broke
bread on Sunday afternoon, to the number
of 20—a large number, considering that
three or four years ago there was not a
single believer in Manchester or neigh-
bourhood. Returned home Dec. 4th.

The Christadelphian.

s Heismot ashamed to call them brethren.”--Heb.ii. 11,

JANUARY, 1872.

Another year finds us still in the attitude
of Luke xii. 36, so far, at all events, as
expectation goes. We look for the Master.
The signs of his coming increase as time
rolls on, but as yet, the sound of his chariot
wheels is unheard. Shall we grow weary ?
Shall we say “My Lord delayeth his
coming P>’ and give our hearts to other
hopes ? Rather tell us to hang a millstone
about our necks, and precipitate ourselves
into the depths of the sea! We shall say
with Poter, to the latest breath, ¢ Lord,to
whom shall we go (but unto thee) P’ For
what can we hope if we turn awsy from
¢ the blessed hope”” which the grace of God
that bringeth salvation, taught the saints to
trust in centuries before we wore born ? What
shall we “love” and ‘“look for” if not
“H1s APPEARING,” who, as a sun of
morning splendour, will rise and chase the
mist and clouds from the sky, and pour
healing, with his all-spreading beams, into
every nook and corner of the present
darkness? The husbandman waiteth for the
precious fruit of the earth, and bath long
patience for it; and shall not we, for the
harvest-promise of earth’s Maker? We
must, or perish. We shall. ¢“He that
shall come will come, and will not tarry
(always).”  This waiting is part of his

arrangement, and it is good that we both
hope and quietly wait for the salvation of
the Lord. It is good that we moderns
be able to join with those who sleep, when
they shall, at their awaking, say, ¢ This is
the Lord: we have waited for him; let us
be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” We
know we are on the verge of the morning.
We see the great landinarks of the journey’s
end around us. The visions of Daniel and
John are speaking in the political doings of
the world. The Little Horn is felled and
powerless against the saints. We know
that our redemption draweth nigh, but it is
not permitted us to know the day or the
hour. We had hoped the ending of the
Little Horn’s dominion would bring, at the
same moment, the beginning of the power of
the saints ; but time, which has justified one
expectation, has mnot fulfilled the other,
except in giving us its guarantee in whathas
been realised. We are still in the indefinite
margin of expectancy, saying ¢ How long,
O Lord?” XKnowing we have reached the
limits of the Gentile career of power, but
not knowing the watch of the night in
which the Master will arise and take to
himself his own great power and reign, what
better thing can we do than ““account the
Jong-suffering of the Lord salvation,” and,
improving our opportunity, increase our
diligence in the work of preparing to meet
the Lord ? “ with loins girt and with lamps
burning.” This is Christ’s parabolic indica~
tion of the attitude, and there is not lacking
clear guidance of the meaning ¢ Gird up the
loins of your mind: wateh and be sober,’
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¢ Walk in the light.” ¢ Walk not as other
Gentiles walk, having the understanding
darkened.” “Thy word is @ light unto our
feet.”” ¢In understanding, be men.” ¢ Wise,
concerning that which is good: and simple,
concerning that which is evil.” “Redeeming
the time.” “Diligent unto every good work.”
¢ Always abounding in the work of the Lord,”
remembering that to Him we shall have to
give account.

¢ These things are good and profitable unto
men.”” They are the only things that will
stand usin good partin the day (near athand)
when Christ will set himself to the work of
giving to every one of his servants according
to their deeds. God increase the faithful
among his people against the glorious and
dreadful day of his coming.

There was a printer’s mistake in the figures
last month, connected with the Chicago con-
tribution. The following are accurate sta-
tistics :—Contributions by brethren through-
out Great Britain, £194 0s. 8d.; added by a
friend, £1 1s. 6d. ; total, £195 2s. 2d. From
this, the following has to be deducted: cost of
transmission, £1 19s.; printing circulars,
4s. 6d.; postage and registration, 4s. 4d.;
total amount of deductions, £2 7s. 10d.:
leaving a balance of £192 14s. 4d. The
amount actually remitted was £192 13s. 10d.,
leaving a balance in hand of 6d. To this
there has since been added by a friend,
£1 6s. 3d.; a brother, 5s., which will be
remitted in due course.

ANTI-JEWISH CONVERSIONIST
SOCIETY.

A paragraph has gone the round of the
papers s'ating that the *“Birmingham Jews
have forined themselves into a society to
oppose the London Society for the Conver-
sion of the Jews.” This is about as true as
the notices that appeared in the Jewish papers
of the two discussions that took place in the
Temperance Hall. Mr. Louis Stern has
attempted to get up such a society, but the
effort is disowned by the Jews of Birmingham.
In a letter to the Jewish Chronicle, one of
them says :—¢“ In justice to my co-religionists
of this town, I must say that this movement
is unknown to them. There is no clerical or
honorary officer in the slightest degree con-
nected with it; and it contains among its
promoters not one leading member, nor as far

as I am aware, one contributing member of
our congregation.” A meeting for the or~
ganization of the society was held in the
Athenmum, on Sunday, December 17th.
Between thirty and forty were present, ac-
cording to the newspaper report ; but accord-
ing to the closing paragraph, the audience
ought to have been more numerous. “ Wemay
mention,” saysthe reporter, ¢ that, owingtoa
misunderstanding about the place of meeting,
a considerable number of Jews attended at
the Temperance Hall, that being the place
where the ¢ancient controversy’ was held
several weeks ago between Mr. Stern and
Mr. Roberts about the claims of Jesus of
Nazareth. Last evening, therefore, Mr.
Roberts, who was lecturing on the ‘ Religious
Teachers of Birmingham,” numbered among
his crowded audiencemany () whointended to
hear Mr. Stern.”” After an address from Mr.
Stern, a committee was formed, and a meet-
ing appointed for the appointment of officers.
They propose to enrol members at one shilling
per annum, and to use the money in “posting
placards, and getting up opposition meetings,”
when meetings are called by the Christian
missionaries. They likewise propose ‘“to
have a place where they can meet every
Sunday evening, for the purpose of giving
lectures, and of instructing one another on
political, social, and other subjects.”” Israel,
scattered, is content, like the prodigal som,to
feed on the husks that the swine do eat.
Thanks be to God, a better day is about to
‘dawn, when He shall feed them in rich
pastures on the mountains of Israel, bringing
them into the bond of the covenant, and
purging out from among them the rebel.”’—
Ezekiel xxxiv, 14; xx. 37-38.

THE SPIRITUALISTS AND DOCTOR
THOMAS’S GHOST!

The rulers of the spiritualist (not spirit)
world could not very well pass by our chal
lenge about the books. They had to make
something of it, or, at least, to appear to do
s0. Soeditorial notice is taken of the matter in
the spiritualistic organ, intituled ¢ke Medium
(which is appropriate enough) and Daybreak
(which is inappropriate enough: for spiri~
tualism, instead of being the break of day, is
one of the deepening .shades of night, destined
shortly to disappear before the true rising
sun—Jesus Christ at his coming). But the
editorial motice of the matter does not come
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square on to the matter, but crookedly and
very partially.

The editor apparently failed to be as
pleasantly exercised as some by our remarks
about Dr. Thomas’s ghost being at Leicester
wanting something done which he sought on
their hypothesis to be able tc do hinself,
especially with their valuable assistance.
He did not like our familiarity. Probably he
still more disliked our logic. Atallevents,
he wanted very much to reply, and attempted
it, but found himself face to face with the
impossible, and adopted the expedient gene-
rally resorted to in such cases—letting hard
words fly, raising a dust, and making an exit
in the cloud.

He sets out with writing down the truth
“the most detestable creed before the
civilized world.” This is natural, and we
will say excusable. The editor felt what he
wrote, without a doubt. From his point of
view, we are, of all men, the most to be
detested by spiritualists. No system is so
unfriendly to spiritualism as the truth. The
truth is the mortal foe of spiritnalism. There
can be no compromise or quarter in the war
between them. The religion of the clergy
dovetails beautifully with spiritualism: it
provides the disembodied souls all ready to
operate through any apparatus or clumsy
system of signalling that the embodied souls of
spiritualists may choose to provide for them.
The truth gives spiritualism no leverage at
all. It meets its opening falsehood with a
direct negative. It says, ¢ the dead know
not anything.” ¢ There is no wisdom in the
grave.”” It does mot give spiritualism the
smallest chance. It conviets it of imposture
straight off. It destroys its capital and stock-
in-trade before it takes down its shutters.
No wonder the editor should feel it to be
¢ the most detestable creed before the civilized
world.” But why should he mention “the
civilized world ?”>  Are there no creeds in the
wncivilized world? Don’t the Fijiis and
Zulus, and Caribs know something of * spiri-
tualist”” truth? Certainly; they believe in
jmmortal souls, disembodied spirits, and
fishing-grounds, and hunting-lands, and
wigwams in spirit-land—in which, judging
from some of the communications which have
reached table legs in time past, they are not
so far mistaken. Mr. Editor of the Medium
ought, therefore, to have been more charitable

than exclude his coloured brethren from the

glorious background against which he held
up ““the most detestable creed’” to execration.
He ought, in all fairness, at least to have
omitted the invidious word “ civilized,” so as
to have spared the feelings of his “uncivi-
lized”” brethren. However, we excuse him.
His weakness for civilization is pardonable.
It is only to be wished he would carry it to
its rational issue, by embracing the true
civilization of divine ideas, instead of hugging
the shadow of ancient superstition, while
instinctively recoiling from its modern asso-
ciation.

Mr. Editor of the Mediwm is surprised to
find that the detestable creed contains no
“recognition of a standard of truth within
(man) himself.”” His surprise at this will
probably be lessened a little, or shifted to
another object, when he is informed that the
holders of the ¢ most detestable creed” do
not believe in any such standard, and, there-
fore, the absence of recognition. They
believe that that which is native to all men
is darkness—ignorance—falsehood. The only
standard of truth they recognise is the mind
of God as revealed to Isracl in the prophets
and apostles, and in our day, embodied in the
writings which the Holy Spirit caused them
tomake. They believeinno ¢ light within,”
except that which may get from without by
the reading of the Seriptures, which are able
to make wise. In this they present a contrast
to spiritists and a good many other ““ists,”’
who glorify as ““inner light” that which is,
mentally speaking, outer darkness transferred
to empty inwards, The mind, like paper, is
capable of having characters written on it:
but all depends upon the writer as to the
written result. If the writer is Blind Nature,
writing by means of the eycs, ears, &e., on the
brain of the little ignoramus that puts in his
first appearance in the cradle, the result will
be a chapter containing no information as to
the mind, will, character, or purpose of the
Creator of which Nature can tell nothing.
If, in addition to Naturc’s working, God
writes—speaking by his messengers through
what they have written, then the chapter
will contain a knowledge of so much as he
has been pleased to reveal. DBut spiritualisia
calls God’s writing a “dead Ictter,” and the
writing of nature ‘“the standard of truth.”
Darkness, light; and light, durkness. The
workings of the natural brain it glorifies as
the operations of the spirit: and the writing
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of the spirit it degrades as the work of man.
It talks of a“ standard of truth in man,” when
there is no standard; and the standard of
truth in the Bible it sets at naught. No
wonder it burns with such flaming hostility
against ‘“the most detestable creed” which
80 entirely thwarts its foolish way in all
things.

Mr. Editor of the Medium dares not to
grapple with our argument against the sor-
cerers, He says that we ¢ ruthlessly attacked,
not only spiritualism, but the personal char-
acter of respectable individuals.” This is
not true, as any reader may satisfy himself by
turning back to our remarks in the November
number. We solely and exclusively attacked
Spiritualism—ruthlessly, we admit—and, as a
fact supplying an element in the argument,
made mention of a certain family’s apostacy
from the faith. Does he reply to our “ruthless
attack’” on Spiritualism ? No, he says, we
flew into “a towering passion.” This shows
how deeply the arrows of our logic have
pierced. There was no passion about it, but
a good deal that inclined the other way,
according to the general testimony.

He endorses the view that Dr. ‘I'homas was
really at the Leicester table leg. He says,
“ Like many other men of intellect who have
been perverted by earthly notions, he came
back to confess his shortcomings and mis-
directions, and desired all his works should be
burned.” Be it so, Mr. Editor: can you
explain the fact of his confessing his short-
comings, where they were not needed, instead
of coming where they might have some effect ?
Can you reconcile his having a desire that
his works should be burned with his neglect
to use the power he has to burn them ?
Come to the point, Mr. Editor. We renew the
challenge. If your ghosts are realities, and
not the shadows of your own imagination,
set them to work at the missionary enterprise
of burning Dr. Thomas’s books. They have
the desire, according to you; they have the
power, according to you. If they lack “con-
ditions,” there are no end of embodied friends
to supply them. Here is the point: come
right on to it, Mr. Editor, and not dodge.
Destroy the books, or be convicted of nursing
an imposture. But again, we say, No trick;
the genuine article only. None but ghosts
need apply. Any other creature will run the
risk of an earthly custodianship in unpleasant
quarters,

Instead of fairly meeting this, which is the
point, the Editor tries to make us out believers,
in a way that calls for a stronger adjective than
we should eare to use. “ He does believe in
the phenomena,”” writes he : ©“ he confesses it
thus,” continues he: ¢ Elevating instruments
into mid-air under electrical conclaves of
ignorant men, whose heads and nerves un-
consciously supply the force employed.” It
seems as if the Editor were afraid to quote
the sentence entire. It would not have suited
his readers, Even the part he quotes is in-
accurate. The sentence from which he quotes
a mangled clause, runs thus: “Tell us some-
thing that it would be useful to know and that
would prove the existence and power of your
spirits, and perhaps we will believe, but when
ye gibber inanities or perform unnecessary
feats, such as moving tables, or elevating
instruments in mid-air, in electrical conclaves
of ignorant men, whose heads and nerves
unconsciously supply the force employed, ye
but illustrate the folly of our barbarous fore~
fathers who attributed the workings of nature
to the gods of their own imagination.”
‘What belief is expressed in this sentence ?
Is it mot that the so-called spirit manifes-
tations are no spirit manifestations at all, but
the working of natural force supplied by the
animal organisms in the room ? Is this
““believing in the phenomena P’ If 8o, scientific
men believe, which spiritualists know well
they do not. Scientific men believe that a
table moves when subjected to 8 vito-
magnetic current, effluent from the finger
tips (or otherwise) of the operators, just as
the needle deflects under the living gaze, but
they scorn the notion of dead men’s ghosts
having anything to do with it. “If the
phenomena are - facts, then why denounce
them?”  You are very simple, Mr. Editor,
or something else. We don’t denounce
the ‘‘ phenomena,” but the sorcery that you
found upon the phenomena. When the
Pagan points to thunder in proof of his Jove,
we don’t deny the thunder; we simply refuse
to accept his account of it. And if he were
to turn upon us and say, “ You admit the
reality of the thunder, then why denounce
it ?” Then we should smile a pitying smile,
and again say, “We don’t denounce the
thunder: we denounce Jove. You had be:ter
go home, and think it over. There is a
difference between Jove and thunder.”

And this is all the Editor has to say in
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reply to our “ruthless attack.” He was bound
to say something or suffer the impura-
tion of having been unanswerably assailed ;
and so he was content to do the only thing
that could be done. A little shouting from
the ramparts, and a few sword-thrusts in
the air, was safe exercise, and sufficient to
maintain the confidence of the garrison. An
encounter in the open might have ended
ignominiously, We remind him that the foe
is still outside the walls, and the bugle notes
of defiance in the air. Remember the books
and the flames! Have pity on Dr. Thomas’s
ghost !

THE CHILDREN’S MAGAZINE.

The pictures have improved, but so have
the engraver’s prices to an extent that
compels us to abandon two of them, or give
up the magazine. The benefit experienced
by the children forbids the latter alternative,
when the adoption of the former makes its
continuance possible. We, therefore, adopt
the former until an enlarged circulation
admits of higher possibilities in the
way of illustration. We cannot keep up
with a steady loss of 15s. a week. If we
had the money to lose, we shouldn’t mind
losing it in the interest of the children. The
abandonment of the pictures on the Ist and
bth pages will bring the expenditure nearly
to the level of the twopences, and, probably,
won't be a great deprivation to any one.
The enigma will, of course, be continued.

JEWISH PROSPECTS AND MOVEMENTS.

Mr. Cawley, M.P., recently presided at @
meeting in Manchester, and in the coursc of
his address remarked that for years past, it
had been a matter of surprise to him that
deeper interest was not felt in the state of
the Jewish nation and the position of the
Jews as a whole by the great body of
Christian people, who could not be blind
to the fact that amongst the Jews a great
movement was now on foot. They were
trying to form plans of establishing them-
selves in the Holy Land, and by that means
bring about the rvestoration of the whole
race. Whether that might be brought about
during the present generation, it was im-
possible to say. They saw changes, however,
talke place within a few years which nobody
had ever dreamt of, and 1t was not too much

to suppose that in the lifetime of =ome of

those who heard him speak on that occasion
they might see changes as great as the
restoration ol the Jews to their own Jand.

He believed the event to be certain.—.News-
paper Cutting.

On Nov. 9th, Dr. Marks, Professor of
Hebrew in the University College, Londou,
lectured in the Plilosophical Institution,
LEdinburgh, on “The Jews in Modern
Times.”  In concluding his remarks, he
referred to the establishuient of an Agricul-
tural Training School in the Holy Land.
Many of the Jews had given their support
to this on two grounds. Omne portion was
influenced by the consideration that it would
be the means of making the population, who
desired to acquire such a training, indus-
trious. The other portion did it because
they saw in it, or believed they saw in it,
something like a preparing of the way to the
fulfibnent of the prophetic prediction,
“ Again will I buld thee up, Israel, and
thou shalt be built.” The Jews, who had
faith in Biblical prophecy, believed in the
final ingathering ot lsrael. They considercd
that without a future restoration, their
entire history would be one of the
very greatest incongruities ever ofiered
to the minds of all thinking men.
Without this, the problem of the preserva-
tion aurd continued identity ot the Hebrew
people, would be incapuble of being solved.
Without a restoration, they felt that they
would have no conncection with the past or
the future, but they would appear like a
commnnity to whom Ahnighty LProvidence
had no fixed design. But they had this
beliet' in a restoration in their hearts, a
Lright future opening before their cyes and
betore their face; and they had, as they
believed, a full view of that part whicl they
were destined to fill in the closing scene of
that great moral drama which the Jews have
represented upon the broad theatre ol the
world—~—Edinburgh Daily Review, Nov. 20.

THINGS TO BE BELIEVED BEFORE
IMMERSION.

A correspondent writes: — Thereare certain
first principles to be understood prior to
immersion. 1t is of puramount importance
that every believer should be in possession of
such knowledge, for a person emerging from
the gloom of orthodoxy after hearing God's
truth, heartily loving it, and having n
urgent desire to obey it, may take upon them-
selves the name of Christ betore they wre
acyuainted with the first principles. 1 know
this to be the cuse in some instances. ‘Lhe
Phillippian gaoler could not reasonably be
expected to be very intclligent from  the
question he asked.— (Acts xvi. 30.) yet he
vbeyed the same hour,—(v. 33.)  On behalt
of those contewplaring fmmersion, and ulso
those already in the truth, I most heariiiy
wish you would lay before the renders ot 1he
Christadelphion » plain sttenient of e dicst
principles, fecling assired that much good
would result from it.”
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REPLY.—As to the case of the Phillippian
Jjailor, we moderns can safely found nothing
upon it, because it was not a case which
modern circumstances at all affected. Paul
was at his right hand, and “spoke to him
the words of the Lord.”—(Acts xvi. 31.)
Now, Paul was not in the position of a man
who has to prove all he says out of the Word.
He spoke with authority as the apostle of the
Lord. Therefore, it was sufficient for the
jailor to listen to what he had to say. To
hear, in his case, was to believe, and, there-
fore, he could know much in a short time—
more in an hour than some of us may attain
to in years.

Our safety lies in submitting ourselves to
the positive apostolic indications of a pre-
immersional faith, These are not few or
doubtful when read one with the other.

Paul says, ‘“He that cometh unto God
must believe that He is, and that He is the
rewardor of such as diligently seek Him.” —
(Heb. xi. 6). Jesus amplifies this in
saying, ¢ This is eternal life to know Thee
THE ONLY TRUE GobD and Jesus Christ
whom Thou hast sent.”—{John xvii. 3).
This is further drawn out in 1 John v, 10,
¢“He that believeth not God, hath made
him a liar, because he believeth not the
record which God gave of His Son. dnd
this is the record that God hath given to us,
ETERNAL LIFE, and this life is in His Son.”
Looking closer, we find the following enume-
ration of other points contained in the gospel
“by which we are saved’’:—Christ died;
was buried; rose again the third day; was
seen of sundry witnesses.—(1 Cor. xv. 1-8.)
Again, that there is a day in which God shall
judge the secrets of men by Christ at his
coming.—(Rom. ii. 16; 2 Tim. iv. 1.)
Further, that a definition of the hope laid
up for believers is set forth in the gospel:
¢« Whereof ye heard before in the word of the
truth of the gospel.—(Col. i. 5). There-
fore, that the gospel contains an enunciation
of the kingdom, because this is the thing hoped
for, God having promised it to them that love
Him (James ii. §), and being the thing to
which beliavers are called (1 Thess. ii. 12);
which they are to inherit.—(Matt. xxv. 34).
The gospel is, therefore, the gospel of the
kingdom (Acts xX. 25; Luke viii. 1). The
resurrection to immortality is also the hope
of believers (Jno. xi. 25; 1 Thess. iv. 13-20).
If they heard of their hope *“in the word of
the truth of the gospel,” the word of the
truth of the gospel, as apostolically defined,
contained a declaration of this matter.

These items, set forth in order (as unques-
tionable elements of the pre-immersional
faith of apostolic preaching), would stand as
follows : =

1. The “only true God,” (the one God
and Father revealed to Israel: who is above
all and throngh all ).

2. That he requires diligent secking for
him on the part of all who would find him,

and that he is not indifferent to such, but will
reward them.

3. That Jesus Christ hath been sent by
Him.

4. That he was sent to give eternal life,
and that it is not to be had apart from him.

5. That the process ¢ giving it was by
dying for our sins, being buried, rising again,
and showing himself to witnesses.

6. That he will retarn and declare to all
assembled in his presence which of them are
worthy of the eternal life, and dispense it
accordingly.

7. That he will, thereafter, establish his
kingdom-—(the kingdom of David) and give
his accepted people a place therein.

These are seven rough indications of the
elements of the gospel deducible from the few
testimonies quoted almost at random in the
third paragraph. They are more than borne
out by all a man may learn by a closer study
of the holy oracles. They are comprehended
in the more precise formula, ¢the things
concerning the kingdom of God and the name
of Jesus Christ.”” —(Acts viii. 12.)

They obviously include some things not
expressed ; such as the promises to the fauthers
on which they are based—(Rom. xv. 8:
Gal. iii. 16, 29); the restoration of the king«
dom to Israel—(Acts i. 6: xxvi. 6: xxvill.
11} ; that Jesus was not a mere man but the
ofspring of the Holy Spirit— (Matt. i. 2);
the Word made flesh—(John i. 14); God
with men—(Matt. i. 22: 2 Cor. v. 19:
1 Thess. iii, 16); that man is not immortal,
nor saints made immortal now, nor till they
meet Christ at his coming; that there is no
eternal torment, that there are not three
eternal Gods, and so on. There are also
other matters not stated which are essentially
involved in the apostolic definition of the
gospel, and without which, a mutilated and
powerless gospel would be the result, such
as the forgiveness of sins on the obedience of
faith in baptism; the priestly intercession of
Christ for such as thus constitute themselves
of his household, the obligation in all such
to walk in the light, denying themselves
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and living
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present
world.

It is quite possible to give all these their
proper place mentally, without formulating
them in words. It is well, however, that
they should be distinctly visible to the under-
standing, and this perhaps is best secured by
defining them. On the other hand. it is
impossible to give such a definition of the
elements of the faith as shall command the
assent of all minds or shut the door against
the misunderstandings of such as lack the
power to deal with the superficial obscurities
necessarily incident to divine truth in present
circumstances. Even the apostles were not
able so to set forth a form of sound words
ag to shut the mouths of, it may be, well
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meaning cavillers and honest but thick-
headed critics. Where they failed, none, in
the absence of Christ, may hope to succeed.
The most we can do 18 to obtain a recognition
of the truth at the hands of such as have
senses exercised by reason of use to discern
both good and evil. If this is secured, we
may be well content, even if embarrassed by
the flounderings of some who ever learn but
are never able to reach a definite conviction as
to truth and duty in the dark night of the
Gentiles in which our lot is cast,

THE PROPOSED RAILWAY
THROUGH ASSYRIA TO INDIA.

A report has been published by the
committee of the House of Commons, which
sat during last session to examine a
project for establishing a railway from
Scanderoon or Alexandretta, on the Medi-
terranean, down the valley of the Euphrates,
to Bussorah on the Persian Gulf. The
advantages of this line from Europe to
India have been discussed at intervals
during the last forty years; but, formerly,
the chief attraction of the route was
supposed to consist in the mnavigation of
the river Euphrates itself. Steamboats
were even built in Liverpool for the purpose
of trying whether steam navigation could
not be introduced with advantage on that
great river. But these schemes seem now to
have been abandoned, and what is proposed
is to form a railway, about 1000 miles in
length, from the shores of the Mediterranean
to those of the Persian Gulf, and to connect
it on the European side with lines of
steamers from Scanderoon to Brindisi, and on
the Asiatic side, with the lines of steamers
from the Persian Gulf to India. The
general result of the evidence of all the
witnesses is that there are no difficulties of
any consequence on any part of the line, except
in the first 15 miles from the Mediterranean,
whore it would be necessary to pass either
through orovera very lofty chain of mountains;
that the country is very level after passing
these mountains ; that the greater part of it,
which formed the finest portion of ancient
Assyria, is of unrivalled fertility ; and that
it is now inhabited by Arabs of friendly
disposition, who are themselves very desirous
of having a railway run through their
territory.— Liverpool Mercury.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS,

BY THE EDITOR.

J. A. N.—You doubtless did right in
making sure your standing in Christ in re-
immersion. The doctrine that Christ will
judge the living and the dead at his appearing
is one of the elements of the gospel—(Rom.
i, 16; Acts x. 42; Heb. vi. 1,) the lack of
which at a former immersion it is dange-
rous to tamper with as a possible invalidation
of our position. And what is necessary to give
validity to immersion is necessary as a basis
of fellowship. No believer could, therefore,
remain connected with a body repudiating
this element of truth. But there is a differ-
ence between the rejection of a truth and a
defective knowledge of it. Men may have
believed that Jesus will perform the office of
judge at his appearing, without having per-
ceived that it involves the appearance of the
righteous before him in an unglorified state.
This, as a matter of detail, and subsequent
growth in knowledge, may have escaped their
recognition, while fully recciving Christas the
appointed arbiter of human destiny. It is
well, therefore, to leave it to individual con-
viction as to whether re-immersion is requisite
in such cases. Where, as in some cases, the
doctrine of judgment was unknown or dis-
tinctly rejected, there is no alternative to the
position you have taken up, but where as in
other cases, it was belicved without being
thoroughly understood, it is well to waive
objection where the truth is now received,
leaving it with every man to decide for him-
self whether, upon doubtful ground, he is
prepared to face the momentous problem of
the judgment seat.

CAN THERE BE A'QUESTION ABOUT IT ?

Is poaching contrary to Seripture 2 (J.R.)
Yes, as much as thieving. By the law in
force in the British realin, the animals indi-
genous to the land, or fish to the streams
thereof, are the property of the owners of tho
land, to take which is as much an act of
thievery as to rob an orchard or steal clothes
from the house. It is no answer to say that
the law is contrary to natural right. If it
come to that, all the property laws of the
present order of things are wrong in the
abstract, since Christ only is the proprictor of
the whole earth by inheritance, but that
makes no difference in our obligation to obey
the law as it is. It is an apostolic command
to “obey magistrates” (Titus iii. 1), “to be
subject unto the powers that be” (Rlom.
xiii, 1), “to submit to every ordinance of man
for the Lord’s sake” (1 Peter ii. 13), where
such submission does not involve disobedicnce
to God.—(Acts iv. 19). This is part of the
present, trial of the saints in which Christ
himself set us an example. A man who
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ponches disobeys the apostolic command, and
continuing in his offence, places himself
beyond the fellowship of the brethren ; for it
is to them a command to have no eompany
with any man who refuses to submit to the
apustolic law enjoined in the epistles (2 Thess.
iii, 14). It is a grief that any should be
found professing the truth who can counte~
nance such a scandal. If the brethen do
their duty, such will not long be found in
their ranks, unless they amend their ways.
The truth has enough reproach to bear for its
own sake. When its professed friends abstain
not from even the very appearance of evil,
but give loud occasion for the enemy to speak
reproachfully, they need not wonder if the
reputable and the devout turn away. Such
will have a heavy respousibility for so sinning
against Christ. “They that forsake the law
praise the wicked ; but such as keep the law
contend with them. FEvil men understand
not judgment. He that turneth away his
ear from hearing the law, even his prayer
shall be an abomination.”” (Prov. xxviii.
4,5,9.)

THE GENEALOGY OF CHRIST.

A. W.—It is not true that genealogy
among the Jews is only reckoned by the male
line, though that is the prevailing rule of
reckoning. The Jewish rejectors of Jesus
have dogmatised on the point because of the
argumentit has given them against Jesus being
the Son of David; but their own scriptures
condemn them., There are sevearl instances
where the line is traced through a female.
Thusin the tribe of Judah, ahouse isrecognised
as “the children of Sheshan’’ (1 Chron. ii.,
31), although it is expressly recorded that
¢ Sheshan kaed no sons, but only daughters
(verse 34), one of whom he gave in marriage
to his Egyptian slave, Jarha, whose share in
the matter was not allowed to divert the
genealogical tree.  Again, in the same tribe,
Jair, the grandson of Hezron, by his own
son, is (Num. xxxii. 41) styled the son of
Manasseh,’”” because Hezron’s wife was a
daughter of Manasseh, though by the male
side, he was a son of Judah. Again, in the
genealogical reckoning, after the Babylonish
captivity, you find it stated (Ezra i. 61) of
one of the priests that he * took a wife of the
daughters of Barzillai, the Gileadite, and was
called after THEIR name.’ There are other
illustrations of the same thing, but these are
sufficient to show how little ground there is
for the Jewish objection to the genealogy of
Jesus, who, as the son of a female of the
house of David, could, compatibly with Jewish
practice, if there were special reasons, be
reckoned a son of David, even if his father
had been a man and a member of another
family ; but who is much more indefeasibly
80 in having had no human father, except
putatively, and in being born 2fter his mother
had been niade one in wediock with a husband,
and he a man of the family of David, whose

rights, and status, and descent as such,
Jesus inherited by the force of his mother’s
union with him.

DR. THOMAS'S POLITICAL PROGNOSTICA-
TIONS.—APPARENT CONTRADICTIONS.

T. C. N.—Dr. Thomas's anticipation in
Elpis Israel that Austria must fall, was
based on the fact that she has been the
military element of the Little (Papal) Horn of
Daniel’s fourth (Roman) beast, whose time
was about to expire; and that the fall of the
Little Horn power would probably include all
its elements.  This anticipation is in process
of being realized. The apparent contradic~
tion to this in Eureka—that Austria would be
one of the two latter-day empires—arises
from the fact that Austria was the leading
power in Germany, whose (Germany’s)
separate imperial existence at the time of the
end was a part of the prophetic situation.
Austria was mentioned in thiz light as
representing Germany. Since then, Austria
has been driven out of Germany, and is
rapidly declining, verifying the first antiei-
pation; and Germany, under Prussian Jeader~
ship, has risen to imperial power, verifying
the second, though not with regard to the
power leading it, which was not an essential
element in the interpretation, but an accident
to it.—~As to * Rome, the capital of Italy,”
being “a vain cry” (Fureka iil., p. 580) it
will be observed that this expression of
opinion is given with reservation—¢ My
maturest conviction is,” are the words with
which it is introduced, indicating the absence
of positive certainty, and in the same para-
graph, thereis a recognition of the possibility of
the Italians obtaining possession of the city :
““ were the Italians to get the city, they could
not retain it long.”” But the Italians have
not yet got the city in the sense before the
Dr.’s mind, which was the sense of an entire
supersession of the Eighth Head. This eighth
head, though shorn of imperial accessories
and jurisdiction, is still a fact on the Seven
Hills, By the guarantees of the Italian
Government, its existence is recognised, and
its independence, within the limits of “the
Leonine City,” secured. True, the Pope
spurns the guarantees, and refuses to enter
into diplomatic relations with “ the robber
of his domain, as he styles Victor Emmanuel,
but this does not alter the fact that though
the power of the eighth head (having reached
its allotted period) is gone, its form exists
on the Seven Hills, unextinguished by the
Government of Victor Emmanuel, which
claims no jurisdiction within the district
allotted to *“ the Holy See.” The matter is
in a state of transition. It is manifestly too
soon to decide whether the Dr.’s anticipation
is less correct than the others which have
been so0 signally verified. The probability is,
that events will justify his prognosdication in
continuing the form of the vighth head in the
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city, till destruction comes upon it frowm the
presence of the Lord.

THE MAN OR THE UNCLEAN SPIRIT-—
WHICH ?

(J. T.) The best way to get at an under-
standing of this matter (Matt. xii, 43, 45) in
its literal aspect,is to look at it through the
application which Christ gives to it: « Lyen
60 shallit be also unto this wicked generation.”
If we find out the facts connected with the
¢ wicked generation,” we find out the facts
connected with the man and the unclean
spirit. You ask, was it the unclean spirit or
the man that walked through dry places
seeking rest and tinding none? Let this be
answered by another: was it that wicked
generation or the unclean spirit that tempo-
rarily left at the preaching of John and Jesus,
that walked through dry places, seeking rest
and finding none? The answer will be
obtained by considering the facts of the case.
That “wicked generation” listened for a
while to ¢ the voice crying in the wilderness.”
¢« All Jerusalem and Judea went out to be
baptized of him in the Jordan, confessing
their sins.”” Then when Jesus appeared
“all men resorted to him’’—¢ The common
people heard him gladly.” The unclean
spirit had gone out of the nation, and the
naiion in that state went through the dry
places of its political desert—seeking rest—
wanting to take him by force and make him
king—-and finding none; for Jesus did not
reciprocate these advances in a political form,
but said, ¢ Who hath made me a ruler and a
divider among you ?”’ The time had not come.
Disappointed at last, they returned to the
original position of things, and found it empty,
swept, and garnished, John being beheaded
and Jesus given over to the will of his enemies,
and the nation in no sense saved. Then allied
they to themselves all the sects and parties
to be found in the realm, including even
bands of robbers, in & frenzy of opposition to
all divine things, thus described by Paul—
“‘They have both killed the Lord Jesus and
their own prophets and have persecuted us:
and they please not God and are contrary to
all men, forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles
that they might be saved, to fill up their sins
alway ; for the wrath is come upon them to
the uttermost.”—(1 Thess. ii. 15). Thisisthe
state of things illustrated in the saying of
Christ about the unclean spirit having gone
out of a man. Hence, in our reading of the
saying, we must find its parallel, thus:—
¢ When the uuclean spirit is gone out of a
man, he (the man) unaccustomed to civilized
ways, walketh through dry places, secking
rest and tindeth none. Then le suaith, I will
return to mny house whence I came our, and
when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept,
and garnished (as a house belonging ro a
hopeless and absent madman would be likety
to becowe at the hands of rude neighbours)

Then goeth he forth, discowraged ai the
absence of prospeets, and taketh to b ¢
seven other spiries (deoniaes) more wicked
than himself and they enter in (o the
reclaimed but now relapsed wadinan’s house)
and dwell there: aud rhe Jast state of rhat
man is worse than the first (for in the com-
pany of seven fellow-lunaries, e has given
himself up to an abandonment of madness
which is worse aud more hopeless than the
state from which he was originadly released by
cure.) This reading of Christ’s words supplics
a parallel to the eareer of the “ wicked gener.:-
tion” which he sought to illustrate.  If
instend, it be contended that it wasx the
disembodied unclean spivit that walked
through dry places and finally returned to
the man with seven other diabolical cntitics,
the parallel is entirely wanting.

THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT.

QurstioN.—In 1 Cor. xii., the gifts of the
Spirit are enumerated as follows : —

Verse 8. {

The word of wisdom.
The word of knowledge.
Faith.

Gitts of healing.
Working of miracles,
Proplieey.

Discerning of spirits.
Divers kinds of tongues.
Interpretation of rongues.

I want principally to know what you
understand by “fuith” in the 9th verse. ~ It
appears that the Holy Spirit was only poured
out upon mewbers of the Church, und they
must necessarily have had faith in order to
constitute  them  members., Faith  and
obedience resulting are the comditions on
which eternal life is to be bestowed. Had
those to whom faith was given “by the
sume Spirit”” a better chance of salvation
than their fellows? If so, there appears to
be some foundation for Calvinistic doctrine.
I am also unable clearly to deline the
difference between the word of knowledge,
the word of wisdom, and the interpretation
of tongues, Perhaps you can give me sote
assistance.—J, H.

ANswER.—We first tuke exception to
some part of the phraseology of the fore-
going, in so far as it ewanates from a
Lrother.  “Members of the church” is an
unhappy designation of  the saints, and
vbjectionable vn several grounds. It is not
a New Lestament phrase, except in so far as
it may be consrructively borrowed  from
Paul’s illustration of 1the budy, as 1o which
the remark is obvious, that it ts inexpedient
to found a permanent form of speceh on an
extrancous  and womeutary  aspect of  a
matier. Lt is principadly objeetionable, how-
every as embodying the eold and talse notiun
of the sects. © Menbership” is with them a
skin-deep affair, having to dv wercly with

Verse 9. {

Verse 10.
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the ecclesiastical organization and its outer
relations. A man may be a “member” of a
church, and yet devoted to the schemes of the
flesh in pleasure and business, not troubled
by a thought of “earnest heed’ to ¢ the
things of the Spirit.”” This is not held to be
inconsistent with his membership, but rather
otherwise, for the very church itself is a
mere instituiion for the display of “the lust
of the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the pride
of life.”” ¢ Membership’’ consists in paying
pew rent, subscribing to the chapel fund, or
giving his name as one of the people that
“g0’” to such and such a place. Churches
are congregations of unjustified sinners, some
¢ pious,” but very few; some honest, but
fewer still; and a few indifferently sociable,
but all of them without God and without
hope in the world, ¢ Brotherhood” or
¢ saintship ’’ carries a very different idea from
this. It pierces to the joints and the marrow,
and proclaims that those, owing to the
designation, are *not their own, bul bought
with a price,”” and ““no longer the servants of
men;” *“a people,” “ zealous of good works;”’
¢ denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
living soberly, righteously, and godly in
this present evil world, looking for the
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of
our great Godand Saviour Jesus the Christ,”
whom, having not seen, they love. Let
our correspondent, then, discard the eccle-
siastical language of this ungodly time, and
speak of ¢“the brethren,”” or *“the saints,” or
““the believers.”” The phrase “members of the
church’’ sends a shiver through the sensitive
man of the Spirit.

It is also inaccurate to speak of the Spirit
having been ¢ poured out upon’ believers
generally. It was “poured out upon” the
apostles at the beginning, and they trans-
ferred it to others by the laying on of their
hands. They were, as it were, the reservoirs
or basins of the spirit-lightstand, from which
the minor jets were supplied. The only other
case of pouring out was at the commence-
ment of the preaching to the Gentiles, when
the divine token was essential to com-
mand the assent of the apostles to a work
formerly interdicted.— (Matt. x., 5-6.)

The spirit conferred different gifts upon
different persons—-‘‘distributing to every
man severally as he willed.”” This intro-
duces the question itself. *Faith” was one
of them: but this was not the ¢ faith”
without which it is impossible to please God,
(Heb. xi. 4). This comes by hearing
(Rom. x. 17), and is ‘““the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence (or conviction)
of things not seen (Heb. i.1). The “faith,”
which came as a gift of the Spirit, was the
power to accomplish desired physical results,
indicated by Paul in the succeeding chapter
as “faith that could remove mountains.””—
(1 Cor. xiii. 2). This gave a man no
¢ greater chance of salvation” than the man
who hadn’t it: for Paul expressly says, in

the verse just referred to, that though he had
unlimited endowment of it, and lacked the
moral qualities upon which salvation depends,
he should be nothing. It was a gift confided
for stewardship. A man was responsible for
the use he made of it. A good stewardship
would, doubtless, give him boldness in the
day of Christ, but the basis of acceptance
would not be the possession of the gift, but
the aid of it.  * To whom much is given, of
him will much be required.” The ¢ Cal-
vinistic doctrine” is a wresting of truth,
Salvation is contingent on * patient con-
tinuance in the well doing” prescribed in the
gospel (Rom. ii. 7). God, who knows all
things, knows who will be approved in the
day of account; but there is mo arbitrary
interference on his part with the freedom
of choice, which js the characteristic of
his rational creatures. Such interference
would rob salvation of its glory. The
joy of the righteous and the pleasure
of God would be nothing if obedience
were a mechanical conformity, and the terror
of the unjust would be an accusation
against God’s righteousness, if their fate
were due to His defect.

As to the distinction between the word of
knowledge, the word of wisdom, and the
interpretation of tongues, it is manifest.
The first is a matter of understanding, as
evident from Paul’s bracketing it with the
understanding all mysteries.—(1 Cor. xiii,)
It would refer to spiritual knowledge in
general, such as the meanings concealed in
the law. The second is different. A man
may have knowledge and not wisdom.
‘Wisdom is the right use of knowledge in its
application to action. Ahithophel, David's
counsellor, may be taken as a type of it.
“The counsel of Ahithophel,”” we are told,
“was as if a man enquired at the oracle of
God.”—(2 Sam. xvi. 23.) Many problems
arise among believers, which it requires
wisdom to solve. How convenient to have
a spiritually-endowed man, to whom to
apply for direction what to do. This was the
privilege of the saints in the first century,
As to the interpretation of tongues, this was
a different branch. A man might have
knowledge of doctrinal or other mysteries,
and wisdom to direct in any contingency,
and not understand the languages. This
was a special gift, to supply the lack of such
brethren as could speak with tongues, but
had no power to translate. If no interpreter
were present, the speaker with tongues was
commanded to be silent.—(1 Cor. xiv. 28.)

IS IT A SIN TO SMOKE?

S. S.—¢Sin is the transgression of the
law.” We do not read anywhere “ Thou
shalt not smoke.” Therefore, smoking is not
sin in this direct sense. It was with no idea
that it was so that we referred unfavourably
to it once or twice in the Notes of the Ameri~
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can tour. But there are many things that
are not expressly forbidden that it is well to
avoid and evil to practise. *The appearaice
of evil,” for instance, is a thing saints are
warned against in the letters of Paul. [t is,
therefore, a duty to abstain from the appear-
ance of evil, even though there way be no
technical ¢ sin’ in the appearance itself.
Again, it is an injunction to ¢ cleanse from all
filthinessof the flesh and spirit,” (2 Cor.vii L.)
“remembering that our dodies are the
members of Christ.”” (1 Cor. vi.15) ; whence is
deducible the popular maxim, which though
not a Scripture quotation, as commonly
supposed, is a scriptural principle that
¢ cleanliness is next unto godliness.” The
exhortation to observe ¢‘any virtue and any
praise’’ and ¢ whatsoever things are honest,
true, lovely, or of good report.’” (Phil. iv. 8.)
implies the obligation to avoid everything
that tends or seems to look in the opposite
direction. Thus, many things that are not
forbidden are excluded from the list of a
saint’s practices, if he seek to reach the
standard set up for him in the writings of
the apostles. Now, smoking is a habit; which
is the first reason against its indulgence by
men of Christ who above all others ought to
be men of rational action. It is a habit
associated with every form of moral degrada-
tion extant in society, which is a second
reason against it with those who aim at
practising those things only that are lovely
and of good report. It is an interference
with the natural appointment of God, who
never intended the mouth for smoke, or
narcotics for the healthy man; and saints
never desire to be found at war with God in
anything. It is a debasing mental comfort,
inasmuch as it substitutes a merely physical
sensation for the power of idea, and thus
interferes with the effect of moral discipline ;
for how can a man, by the chastisement
of God, become a partaker of his holiness,
(Heb .xii. 10) who eases off the effect with a
pipe? By this the sinner smokes away his
discomforts, drugging himself into insensi-
bility against the smartings of conscience;
and by this a saint (if we can associate the
holy mame with such a practice) soothes off
sorrow which God intends to be met only by
the power of faith. It is a practice which
cannot be defended as lovely or of good report.
It is a practice offensive to natural health and

cleanliness. It is a practice of proved delete-
rious effects to the mind and nerves of those
wlo practise it. It is a thing we ean never
inngine the Lord Jesus doin Tor these,
and other reasons, which might be set out
at great length, though not forbidden by an
express ““shalt mot,”” it is a practice to be
eschewed by siints as part of the “ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts ”” which they are called
upon to “deny’’ in preparation for the
exalted station in which you may be quite
sure, there will be mno provision for the
favourite weed. Why not speak against
drinking also, say you? Well, that is only a
question of occasion.  Every conside-ation
that will Iead an earnest manin Christ o set
his fuce against smoking, will lead him to do
the same against drinking. The argument
agninst the one is of equal force agninst the
other. ‘¢ A peculiar peuple, zealous of good
wurks’? will steer sarefully clear of every-
thing linble to misconstruction from without
or evil influence within. The whiskey decanter
and the meerschanm are among the world’s
ensigns.  'We can afford to let them have
the exclusive use. We can get on without
them, We ean de better in our war against the
flesh without them than with them. They are
dangerous things as constant companions, It
is no answer to ask what they were made
for., If the mere fact of existence is to
justify the use of a thing, let us have hem-
lock on our tables in addition to cabbage.
It is quality, not the fuct of being, that
guides us in our relations to things that
exist, and it is because smoking is associnted
with moral lethargy and a polluted air and
person, and drinking with a deteriorated
mental machinery, that wise men, sccking to
wall as saints, will stand aside from both,
and avail themselves of hcalthier helps in
their race for eternal life.

Dut if some think otherwise, let us not
judge them. We may not countenance their
ways: thinking not well of them, but we
must leave it to the Lord to say how far they
have gone beyond his will in the matter.

‘We cannot make oursclves the rule of
other men's conduct, in matters on which
the Lord has not spoken. Tach must judge
for himself, remembering that he thut
judgeth all at the last is the Lord, who has
indicated his wish as to our behaviour with
wonderful fulness and light.

s

INTELLIGENCE.

BirviNgHAM.—~During the month, the
ecclesia has shifted its meetings from the
Athenccwn to the Temperance Hall. (Some
have imagined the office of the Christadel-
phian is removed as well, and have sent
letters to the Temperance Hall. Let all and
sundry take notice that there ¢ no change in

|
|
l

this respect.  The Lditor continues in ocen-
paton of the Athenazm Roows, though the
necessities of the truth have required g
change of wmeceting place). In connection
with  the change, ws our  readers  last
month, were midde aware, a more public
cilort haz been wmade in the shape of
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an attack on the religious leaders. This, so
tar, has been crowned with entire success
The hall each night has been crowded with a
highly respectable and attentive auditory.
It is computed that there would not bemuch
under a thousand' people present on each
oceasion.  The lectures have taken the
shape of reviews of published sermons, and
speeches of  Birmingham  preachers,
advertising the subject and object of criticism
belorehand. This hasbeen found an effective
means of awaking interest and attention.
The success of the meetings has so far been
greatly aided by the publication of full
reports of the lectures in the Birmingham
Pulpit, the paper containing the sermons
criticised. This publication is issued at 1d.
We secure a supply of the numbers contain-
ing the reports. We can supply brethren out
of Birmingham at 13d per copy: to
America, 5 cents. Early application would
be wise on the part of such as desire to
possess them

On the night fixed for the opening lecture,
special sermons (advertised beforehand)
were delivered at the chapels of the ¢ Revs.”
Messrs. Dale and Vince. It may have been
a coincidence; but it was considered by some
a counter move for the purpose of preventing
the young men of their congregations from
being drawn by curiosity within the coils of
Christadelphian influence.

The hand of death has during the month
deprived us of sister Ann Millar, (20), and
brother Thomas Gibbs, an elderly brother,
who has for some time lived at Smethwick,
some miles from Birmingham. They died in
hope of the promise that cheers this vale of
gloom.

On Tuesday, Nov. 27th, Mr. Voicg, of
Oldbury, rendered obedience to the truth ;
also on Tuesday, Dec. 5th, Mary AxN
Egeinton  (17), daughter of brother
Egginton ; and Joseen KIRKBRIDE (60),
French polisher.

CuLLexN, ( Scotland ). —The ecclesia at
New Mills, near Keith, were greatly refreshed
and edified by a visit from brother James
Robertson and brother James Grant, of
Grantown. Brother Robertson lectured three
times in Dbrother Smith’s house, on ‘“the
great salvation,” and on the resurrection,
and the establishment of the Kingdom of
God. There was but a small attendance.
On the forenoon of Sunday, Dec.{3rd,
THOMAS GrAY (39), farm servant, Fife
Keith, formerly a very zealous member of the
Church of Scotland, obeyed the truth ; his
obedience is rendered under great difficulties,
owing to the opposition at home. WiLLIAM
Smitit (19), farm servant, New Mills, a
son of brother and sister Smith, was added
to the ecclesia at the sanetime. He had
never been connected with any of the sects.

The ecclesia at New Mills now consists

the week, as often as their scattered condition
allows. G. LiLvie.

DuxpeE.—Sister Fraser, writing December
17th, reports that the two brethren who have
left the association of the Dowieites, have,
in conjunction with herself and her sister,
made arrangements to meet weekly for the
breaking ot bread—there having been
heretofore no Christadelphian meeting in
Dundee. She does not indulge in sanguine
reflections on the subject. She says “7The
only comforting thought we have, is that we
are doing our best. I believe our present
little meeting makes us long with a greater
intensity for the return of our Lord from the
heavens, and for the gathering together of
the saints into one glorious company. The
Jjoy of being numbered with that blessed
throng ought to be sufficient to cause us to
forget, even now, our present humble position.
But I am afraid we g‘et and grow weary.”
She says the meetings are held at 37, Dalfield
Terrace, where a room has been taken of
brother Black. Visitors calling at that
address can obtain access to any of the
brethren or sisters. We are requested to say
to brethren that they are, on no account, to
be in or near Dundee without giving a call.

Grascow.—Brother Anderson (310, Ar-
gyle Street,) suddenly expired, on Saturday,
December 16th, while avoiding a vehicle on
the street. Violent exertion ruptured a blood-
vessel. The brethren deeply mourn his loss.

Lreps.—Bro. A. P. Wills writes Dec. 6th, to
report an addition to the number of the
ecclesia, in the persons of brother and sister
MircueLL, of Headingley, who have hereto-
fore been in association with certain holding
the truth but in part, but now see thenecessity
for a bold and independent course.

LeicesTER.—On December 7th, Epwin
BELLAMY, (20 ) cabinet maker, was obedient
to the faith.—Some weeks ago, brother Gratz,
of Birmingham, delivered two lectures to
the Jews and Gentiles, in the Town Hall, of
which we have received no particulars, We
understand the first was a great success.

LiverrooL.—Brother Boote, writing Nov.
17th, reports the removal of the “ecclesia”
to a small Chapel in Gill street ( off
Pembroke street), capable, he says, of holding
about 300 people. Also that the “ecclesia
has been strengthened by the obedience on
Oct. 25th, of DAVID Gasxin (30 ), Post-office
official, and his wife CHRISTIANA GaskIN
(80, both formerly Church of England, and
the removal to Liverpool of brother and
sister Millman, formerly of Birmingham.
He states that there has been a good
attendance of strangers at the evening
meeting  since brother Roberts’ lectures
in Liverpool.

Lonnox.—The brethren have advertised
the following lectures to be given by
brother Andrew in their new hall :

Deceimber 10th.—* The Messiah’s Life upon

of eight souls, who ineet on the first day of | earth, in the days of his fiesh, viewed in the
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light of certain prophetic announcements
concerning him.”

December 17th~*The Messiah's Mission in
the past, present, and future, as set forth by
the Apostles.”

December  24th—*“The Messiah's Second
Appearing,the epoch of great national tronbles,
universal war, Papal destruction, Jewish
restoration, and Gentile enlightenment.”

December 381st.~“The Messiah's Future
Kingdom upon earth necessary to the
salvation of the righteous and regeneration
of the world ; and the only means of solving
the religious, social, and political problems
which trouble mankind.”

Marpox.—The ecclesia in this place, and
more particularly the family of brother
Handley, have been plunged into deep grief,
by the death of Priscilla Handley (19),a
promising young sister, who was a general
object of interest and affection. Small-pox
carried her off after a week of great suffering,
borne with patience and submission. The
brethren sorrow not as those who have no
hope ; yet they sorrow witha deep sorrow,
which is shared by many who knew the dear
sister, whom death has snatched from them.
Brother Handley has received many letters
of sympathy, and wishes through this channel
to acknowledge and express his gratitude
for them all.

MANCHESTER.~Writing December 13th,
brother Corkill reports the obedience of Mr.
and Mgrs. RosErRTsHAW, on the previous
Sunday. Mr. Robertshaw had no definite
religious views, but Mrs. Robertshaw was a
Churchwoman. Brother Corkill adds, “you
will be glad to learn that they are likely to
be zealous in the truth.”

NorTINGHAM.—Brother E. Turney writes
Oct. 9th, “Since my last, we have had cases of
obedience in the persons of Wwm. RIcHMOND,
EowiN BrowN, WM. FARMER, SOPHIA
BoorH, and CATHERINE RICHMOND, wife
of brother Richmond. On Monday, the 2nd
instant, there was a very large and successful
gathering to tea. After tea, brother Turney
delivered a lecture upon ¢ the political aspects
of the Coming of Christ.” Others, not present
at tea, came to hear. There appeared a short
notice of this lecture in the Daily Express.”’

Writing again on November 23rd, brother
E. Turney reports as follows : “On Sunday,
the 19th instant, after the regular morning
meeting, the quarterly meeting was held.
From various statements, the affairs of the
ecclesia appeared to be prosperous and
healthy.  Brother John Phelps, sen. in-
formed us that the nunber of names on the
books was 108, the number actually in
attendance, 9. During the past year there
has been 27 additions. The love of the
truth and the vregularly-filled hall on
Sunday nights, have opened the heart and
pocket of brother William Farmer to the
purchase of a plot of land most favourably ‘

situated, at a cost of over La0h. upaw which
Jie intends to buikdl a *house” for the
truth, capable of accommodating uearly
1,000 persons.  Brothev IHenrty Sally, an
architect. will take the matter in haud
immediatety.  The truth has had a lard
time of it in Nottingham, but the Lord
seems now  to  be bestowing  upen its
adlierents  some reward even in thix life.
Your readers will hear more by-and-hye.”

Writing again Dec. 5th, brother Turney
says: “Since niy last, two persons luve
been immersed, Miss Manry ANy HobGrin-
sox and Mrs. Jaxe SvLLY, wite of brother
Sully.”

Writing again December Tth, he reports
the death of sister Sarah Greatorix, a young
widowed danghter of brother Boot. She
died from swmall pox, and was interred on
the previous Saturday. On the other hand,
he vecords the obedience of Mrs. Jaxe
Farver, wife of brother W, Farmer.

Writing Dec, 17th, he announces the
clection of fresh ofticers, brother Mycroit
being appointed secretary,

Writing  December 14th., brother John
Myeroft, the new secretary, says, * [t having
been felt for some time pust, that the
growing mnecessities of our ecclexia required
a more systematic working of the various
dutiex connected therewith, it was deemed
advisable to c¢all a special meeting of the
brethren, to take the subject into considera-
tion, Accordingly, the brethren et
together on Sunday afternoon, Dec. 10th,
(brother L. Turney presiding), when it was
decided to appoint seven brethren, including
the Treazurer and Secretary, to form
Managing Committee of all -the scenlar
duties connected with the working of the
ccelexia.  The following Drethren were
unanimously elected to perform the duties:
brethren Thurman, Fidler, Keeling, Windle,
Atkinson;  Lreasurer,  brother  Godking
Secretnry, brother Mycroft.”

OLDBURY.— Brother Watton reports the
delivery of three lectures, by brother Rober s,
in the Temperance Huall—subjects ¢ The
Great Salvation,” ¢ Destiny of the Dritixh
Empire,” and *“The Signs of the Tiun.cs.”
The hall has been sccured for fortnighily
Sunday afternoon lectures, by brethren from
Birmingham,

SALE.--Brother Corkill aunounces the
imumersion of Miss KIRKPATRICK, resident
at Rock Ferry, near Liverpool. She fook
upon her the saving name at Manchester,
Sept. 16th.

Swanska—DBrother A. W. Goldie writes
Novembher 21st: 1 have mueh pleasure in
announcing that brother John Morean (our
withdrawal from whom was anponnced in
the November number) has heen bronght to
see and ackuowledge his ervor, and has been
received again into fellowship by the
ecclesin.”
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WESTON-SUPER-MARE.~—On Sunday and
Tuesday, Dr. 8. G. Hayes, of Jersey, gave
two lectures in the Christadelphian Syna-
gogue, 4, Waterloo-st. Subject ¢ The Signs
of the Times which indicate that the appear-
ance of the Lord isnear at hand, and the great
events which he will accomplish by his return
to the earth, as predicted by the prophets and
apostles.”’

WHITBY.— We are asked to state that the
ecclesia has withdrawn from J. Beadnell and
H. Clarkson, and also from Elizabeth Fowler
and Mis. Beadnell.  The ecclesia here
has been strengthened by the presence of
brother Walker, from Scarborough for a time.
Brother A. Hogarth died on the 19th of
September, aged 32 years.

AUSTRALIA.

New SoutH WaLes (Melbourne).—We
copy the following advertisement from
a Melbourne weckly paper of date March
25th, 1871 :

¢« To the Editor of THE LEADER and the

Public of Melbourne.

WHAT IS THE TRUTH ?

Is it taught by the clergy ? or understood
of the people? It is not. The teacher and
the scholar, giving forth, and receiving as
doctrine, the commandments of men.

In order to stimulate inquiry regarding
¢ the way, the truth, and the life,” set forth
in the Scriptures,and to ascertain what is the
salvation God has offered therein, I take leave
to put forward this leading question to alland
sundry whom it may concern.

Query. Has man an immortal soul P—
and if he has a “never dying soul to save,”
is the scheme of salvation “‘to fit <¢ for the
skies”” This phantom of philosophy is a
vain deceit, whose paternity is of the serpent,
—(Gen, iii. 4.)

I do ventureon this wise tolay down a few
suggestive theses, for general consideration, in
attestation of the truth, and the faith aposto-
lically delivered, viz. :

1st. That eternal life isthrough aresurrec-
tion from the dead.

9nd. That it is the gift of God, a matter
of promise and not inherent, realised only
through the Lord Jesus anointed.—(1 John

ii. 25.

3rd? That this “life’”’ promised is condi-~
tional and obtainable, not at death, but at the
resurrection, and shall be manifested through
an incorruptible body.~—(Rev. iii. 12; Col.
iii. 43 2 Cor. v. 4.)

4th. This life necessitates the return of
the Lord from heaven to raise the dead, and
to give the approved honor, glory, and
deathlessness.— (2 Tim. iv. 8; 1 Cor. xv.

54.) .
Selah—consider.
Permit me to add that those so justified by
Spirit, are to be the executors_of the divine
judgments: ¢ This honour have all his

saints” (Psalm cxlix. 9), during an
unparalleled time of trouble.—(David xii. 1.)
They shall ¢ destroy those who destroy or
corrupt the people” (the clergy, &e.)—
(Rev. xi. 18.)

The holy ones are to be the royal priest-
hood of the day, to live and to reign with
him on the earth, with whom they are joint
heirs of the covenant promises, and the
honour and glory of the age to come,
otherwise expressed as the kingdom of God,
which is nigh at hand. See Elpis Israel at
public library.—(JouN CAMPBELL, Otago.)

SYDNEY.—Brother P. Graham, writing
Aug. 9, says “I have just rented a hall in
Sydney, in which I intend (D.V.) to deliver
a course of lectures. I lectured last Sunday
to about 400 persons in the open air.”

CANADA.

CoBura.—Brother R. Colvin of this
place, fell asleep in the early part of October.
Brother Coombe reports the fact, stating that
brother Colvin suceumbed to the malady
which carried off Dr. Thomas.

GUELPH.—Brother Drake, writing Oct.
15th, reports a course of five lectures in the
Town Hall, by brother T. H. Dunn, of
Hayfield, Penn., U.S. Subject: “ Will the
earth be cursed with war, famine, bloodshed,
and pestilence in the future, as it has been
in the past”” The audiences varied from
100 to 300. The attention was marked, and
the attendance constant,

‘Writing again September 18th, he announces
the obedience of JoHN McLEop, a young
man formerly Baptistically connected. He
was immersed on the 17th September,

ToroNTo.—Brother Coombe, writing Oct.
12, mentions a lecturing visit from bro. T. H.
Dunn, of Hayfield; also from bro. McMillan,
of Rochester, ¢ who helped much at the
weekly meetings, as in days of yore”” The
brethren have had to remove their meeting
place from Mechanics’ Institute, in conse-
quence of the place having been recently sold
to the Government. Brother Coombe does
not say where they have gone to,

NEW ZEALAND.

DuNEDIN.—In the beginning of the present
year, the leading clergy of the Church of
England in New Zealand met in synod at
Dunedin. About the same time, the brethren
inserted the following advertisement in the
Dunedin Times (Feb. 8, 1871):

¢ To the Revs. and Right Revs. of the Church
of England and Ireland, in Dunedin assembled,
for their synodical consideration :

Query 1st : Did Christ bring life and immorta-
lity to light, or was it made manifest and
philosophically dressed up by Plato and others?
Has man an immortal soul ? Proofs wanted
from Scripture and npature. What is the im-
mortality offcred in the Scriptures for a loving
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faith and obedience? And when does this
mortal put on immortality?  Is it inherent, or a
gift to be bestowed ? And whatisthe inheritance
of the saints ? Isit a kingdom beyond the skies,
or on this earth? What is fo become of the
millions of poor wretches who have not known
God? Are they really burning, and to be
tormented in eternal torments for ever, and ever,
and ever?

W. W. HoLMES.

JoHN CAMPBELL.”

On the next day but one, the following
letter from an independent source made its
appearance :

¢ 8ir,—I notice from an advertisement in your
paper of to-day that Mr. W. W. Holmes and Mr.
J. Campbell embrace the opportunity afforded
by the presence of 8o many learned bishops
being in our midst to put several questions to
them relative to the articles of faith common to
their and most Churches. The queries are of
the class called “ vexed,” and it is to be hoped
that the bishops will condescend to throw what
light they can upon them for the edification of
the many. They must not run away with the
notion that the information is not widely sought
for, for the fact is the very opposite, and our
local clergy do not appear to be able toafford the
information wanted. They have often been put
into the box and examined, but they mnever
would give evidence or answer a word. We hope,
however, better things of the conclave of the
Church of England. This is their opportunity
to do good, and it is also ours. I would direct
attention tothe questionlast put in the advertise-
ment, and would hope that the learned bishops
will be particular and as exact as possible in
replying to it.— Dunedin Times, Feb. 10.

The advertisers deserve great credit for their
independence of action in so openly accosting
go august a body.—I am, &ec., ZENo0.”

CavesHAM, ( Dunedin ).~~Brother W.W.
Holmes, writing September 29th, says “I
have to announce the addition to our
ecclesia in Cavesham of WiLniam Tarr
(389), stone mason, formerly Presbyterian.
He was led to see the sandy foundation of
the names and denominations by the study
of Christadelphian books, compared with
the inspired word, for a period of two years.
He thereby became convinced of the truth.
He was immersed August 21st, and
afterwards broke bread with us.

RiverToN.—On September 11th, brother
Alexander Macdonald fell asleep at the age
of 36. He was interred on the 15th ; the
brethren, by his request, reading at his grave

the portions of Seripture chosen by
Dr. Thomas, for reading at his own
interment.

UNITED STATES.
New Yorx.—Sister Lasius, writing Oct.

23rd, reports that the brethren meeting in
the neighbourhood of New York, have left
the hall they formerly occupied at Hoboken,
and taken Franklin Hall, in Jersey City,
corner of Wurren Street and Newark
Avenue. It is a neatly-furnished room.
The brethren have placed an intimation
over the entrance that the Christadelphinns
meet within. She encloses the following : —

To the Editor of the < Christadelplion.”

Desr Brorner RoBeErTs,—Will you
be so kind as to convey to brother Campbell
and sisters of New Zealand our thanks for
their expression of grateful appreciation of
the truth, as brought to light by gqur
venerated father and husband, Dr. Thomas,
and for the £5 transmitted through the
kindness of brother Brown, of London. We
desire also to express our heartfelt apprecia-
tion of the sentiments penned in the letter
from the five ecclesias of New Zealand,
which appeared in the September number of
the Christadelphian. A strong and vigorous
development of the divine life is evinced
therein.  'We cannot wish them a better
portion thanthat they may continue to drink in
the beauties of the word of life, as they have
been unfolded in those writings, which have
been the life-labour of the man to whom their
letter was addressed.  These alone are a
worthy inheritance, which will enable our
minds to rise far above the trifles of this
present state of existence, and live in a
heavenly atmosphere, serene, tranquil, pure,
The heart of every faithful member of the
one body vibrates in harmonious concert with
the outflow of sentiments imbued with the
spirit of the word of life. And however
remotely separated, even to the utmost
parts of the earth, we know that we shall
not be forgotten in that day when ¢ the
Lord shall make up his jewels.”

ELLEN THOMAS.

Oct. 23rd, 1871. Evsenia J. Lasius,

Ermira.—8ister Lasius cncloses a letter
received by sister Walker, of Saratoga, from
one of her sons at this place, announcing his
decision to obey the truth, Sister Lasius
thinks a record of the case might encourage
other young people. Sister Walker hersclf
is overjoyed at the event. The son in question
whosc name does not transpire, says it will
be hard for him to give up the large circle of
acquaintance he has in the world; and by
whom heis well liked; but he has thought
it well over, and resolved to put on Christ
with a full determination, and a willing heart,
and to give up all for him, being persuaded
that loss now, even of all things, will be more
than made up in the day of Christ, when he
takes to himself his great power to reign. He
thinks of the words ¢ What shall a man be
profited if he gain the whole world and 1.osE
HIMSELF.”  Sister Walker has another son
in Newark who is enquiring after the truth.

Since the above was written, there is a letter
from brother A. Hall, in reference to the case,
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He says “1 am glad to report another addi-
tion to our little ecclesia, viz., JOHN WALKER
(21), son of sister Walker of Saratoga.”

HexpersoN (Ky.).—Brother Blackwell,
writing September 14th, says, “I take
pleasure in announcing another addition to
our ecclesia last Sunday—JouN WALDEN,
who has gladly received the word, and been
immersed into the saving name. Brother
Anthony Griffin, after a protracted and
painful illness, fell asleep on the 13th inst.
He was a prominent brother in our ecclesia,
and will be missed. He was about 60 years
of age. It is needless to say that the truth
sustained him, and enabled him, with confi-
dence, to resign himself to the bitter end.”

RirLey’s (Tyler Co.).—Brother Niles,
writing October 2nd, reports as follows:—
¢ Since my last writing, there have been four
additions to the ecclesia in this place, viz.,
July 9th, MARTHA GRIM, ISABEL GRIM,
wife of Micajah Grim; July 12th, THoMASs
Grim (78), father of Thomas and Micajah.
They were all Campbellites. August 9th,
ELMINA BAKER, formerly ¢ United
Brethren.”

SHENANDOAH C1ty (Penn.).—Brother
Brittle writes : ¢ We are a few brethren here.
Most of us have come out of the Methodist
section of the apostacy. We now number 9
in this region. The last one was added on
October 1st, viz.,, RORERT MATTHEWS (22),
formerly Methodist. 'We have rented a room
in Robbin’s Hall, Main-street, Shenandoah,
where we hold meetings every Sunday
morning.”

WesT PHILADELPHIA.—Brother Campbell
(writing under date Oct. 26), says ¢ We are
all well, and working in harmony, waiting
for the time when the trumpet shall be blown
in Zion, and the alarm sounded in the Holy
Mountain ; when all the inhabitants of the
land shall tremble at the coming day of the
Lord. On the 22nd, Mrs. SARGABLE (form-
erly neutral), put on the saving name, not-
withstanding the opposition and threats of
her husband.”

BosroN, ( Mass. ).—Brother Cranshaw
reports the following cases of obedience :
August 25th, GEORGE GARRAWAY, whose
wife is also expected shortly to obey ; Nov.
26th, GEORGE PEARsoN, (& young man from
North Attleboro, instructed in the truth by
brother Tomkins of that place, who came
with him to Boston). Dee. 38rd, JEssie
McKiLLER, (24), wife of brother McKiller,
formerly baptist.

CHicaco, (I11.).—Brother Bingley, writing
October 25th, supplies some particulars of
the brethren’s experience in connection with
the late terrible conflagration. He says:—
“Some of our brethren suffered much, You
remember brother and sister Rider ( French

family ), I drove you to their house. She
spoke to you of her immersion. Their house
was burnt, and they lost much of their
furniture. A brother and sister Spencer
lost all their furniture, except two stoves.
Their clothing they saved by burying in the
ground. Sister Smith nearly lost her trunks.
Her school-house was burnt and boarding-
house. She has returned home and will get
another school shortly. Brother Harris just
escaped the fire, which passed within a
hundred yards : T had helped him to bury
all his portable things, fearing the fiery
element. All on the mnorth side suffered,
some the loss of mearly everything,
On the south side, a sister Stevens, servant
near the Post Office and the lake, sncceeded
in saving her trunk, but the fire fiercely
blowing towards the lake, she with many
others, flew to the edge of the water and
was driven into it, and escaped with her
hair slightly scorched. Brother Jacobs, too
far up for the fire escaped. Brother and sister
Govier, the old couple who met you on
returning from brother Coffman, also
escaped.  All the goods, furniture, &c.,
hastily carried to the cemetery (that you
remember we drove through), were all burnt.
Some actually moved their things six times,
and then lost all. The rapidity of the fire
was fearful ; On the west side, the fire
commenced within one block of brother
Fish’s house, but the wind was in his favor.
Brother and sister Franklin escaped, also
my humble self. Brother Marlow with five
in family, in poor health, with no prospect
of work.  We shall have to help him. His
house was on the west side. My house was,
I can assure you, pretty full for a time. We
rejoice that our lives are spared, and
thankful to our Father that we are not
numbered among the many who have been
devoured by the flery element. All are
mostly out of situations. Brother Jacobs
will, doubtless, resume business in January.
But the winter may prove hard with some
of us. I have lost nothing by the fire, but
indirectly, in money lent, I shall, probably,
be a heavy loser; nevertheless, health and
strength are blessings that I enjoy, and
much to be thankful for.”

Brother WALLACE, cabinet maker, of
Evansville, Wisconsin, formerly Presbyterian,
rendered obedience to the truth (Oct. 15th),
after diligent study of the Word. He was
immersed in this city, and broke bread with
us before departing, so that while the city
lay in smoking ruins, mourning its loss of
millions of dollars, werejoiced over the gain
of one, who was a brand plucked out of the
fire.

CLErMoNT, (Inp.)—This is at present
brother J. K. Speer’s address.

WILLIAM H. DAVIS, PRINTER, BIRMINGHAM.
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< He (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father):
Jor which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN.'—(Heb. ii. 11.)

« For the earnest expectation of the ereature waiteth for the manifestation of THE

80Ns OF Gop.”—(Rom. viii. 19.)
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Vol. IX.

+HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAKETH.”

Republications from scarce works of Dr. Thomas.

THE HOPE OF THE WORLD NOT
THE HOPE OF ISRAEL.

(Concluded from page 7.)

It remains for us to show—

1st. That there is but one true hope.

ond. That it was this hope contained
in ¢ the word of truth, which made that
word, glad tidings, or gospel, to the
world.

3rd. What this hope is.

First then, the apostle in writing to
the Christian disciples at Ephesus,
discourses at some length concerning
that undeveloped reality, which makes
“the word of the truth” he announced,
the glorious gospel of the blessed God.
In the fourth chapter, he tells them
that heis a prisoner; and in Acts xxviii
20, we are told on what account he
was deprived of his liberty ; “for the
Lope of Israel,” says he “I am bound
with this chain :” therefore because he
was bound for that which Jehovah

had promised the fathers of Israel,
he styles himself the prisoner of the
Lord. “1I, therefore,” says he, “the
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that
you walk worthily of the vocation with
which ye are called ;” that is walk
worthy of the hope of the Gospel. Then
farther on, he exhorts them to “endea-
vour to maintain the unity of the spirit,
in the bond of peace”—v. 3, which can
only be done by “contending carnestly
for the faith originally delivered to
the saints,” as we are commanded to
do. In the verse immediately following,
he enumerates the grand integral parts,
which in combination make up the
unity of the spirit’s teaching, styled in
verse 13, “the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God.”
This unity is constituted of scven
particular units, namcly, “onc body,”
or aggregate communion of Christian
disciples ; “one spirit,” ‘“cne hope of
the calling ; one Lord, cne faith, oue
baptisin, and one God.” Thus the
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unity is defined by the apostle; and
thus we prove that, “the unity of the
faith and knowledge of the Son of God”
or in other words, “THE TRUTH AS IT I8
IN JESUS,” recognizes only one hope.

Another argument in proof of this
is derivable from the use of the definite
article the. Itis not a hope, but the
hope of the Gospel.

Thus, “God willing more abundantly
to show unto the heirs of the promise,
the immutability of his purpose,
confirmed the promise by an oath:
that we might have strong consolation,
who have fled for refuge to lay hold
upon the HOPE sef before us ; which
hope we have as an anchor of the life,
both sure and stedfast, and which hope
enters (or penetrates) into that
(dispensation of things) within the
veil (which conceals them from our
sight.)”—Heb. vi. 17-19.

The importance, as well as unity, of
this hope may be inferred from the
position it occupies in “the armour of
God.” “Take,” says the apostle, “the
helmet of salvation,” and that we
may know what the helmet is, he says
“let us who are of the day be sober,
having for a helmet, the hope of
salvation—1. Thess. 5. 8.—not the
hope of being saved from hell, but
having an assured expectation of the
things God has promised to the fathers
of Israel. ]

2nd. That it was the hope contained
in “the word of God,” which made
that word, glad tidings, or gospel, to
the world.

This isillustrated and proved by the
following consideration. When the
word was preached by the apostles
and their co-labourers, they revealed
secrets to the people which made them
rejoice with inexpressible joy. Does
the reader think that this effect would
have been produced by persuading
them, that they should obtain forgive-
ness of sins in answer to prayer, or by
a disquisition on the immortality of
the soul, which they had professed to
believe for many previous ages? Let
the reader examine himself, and say if
such preaching, nay, even baptism for
remission of sins—ever kindled within
him joy inexpressible.  But, in the

minds of the ancients, such a joy was
produced by what they heard. Does
not this prove, that the pious of this
age have not heard, and therefore,
have not believed, the same things as
gospel, as those announced by the
apostles? If they had, their feeling
and morality would be identical.

How was it with the Christian
disciples of Pentecost P—*they eat
their meat with gladness and singleness
of heart"—Acts ii. 46. How was it
with “the multitude of them that
believed ” in Jerusalem? ‘They were
of one heart, and of one soul : neither
said any of them that aught of the
things which he possessed was his
own ’—chap. iv. 32: there was no
covetousness among them : this was
a Christian union which no “Protestant
union” will ever attain to—a wunion
which the world will never witness
again till Messiah eomes ; for, Protes-
tantism eontains not within it the
self-destroying, self-crucifying, princi-
ples of the Word.

How was it with the Samaritans?
“There was great joy in that city”
(Acts viii. 8;) how was it with the
officer of the Ethiopian Queen? ‘He
wentonhis way rejoicing” (v.39.) How
was it with Paul bimself ?—* 1 take
pleasure in infirmities, in weproaches,
in necessities, in persecutions, in
distressesfor Christ’s sake"—(2 Cor.xii.
10.)—“1 count all things loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus; for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and do count them
dross, that I may win Christ” (Phil. iii.
8.) Here was “knowledge” for which
he was willing, and did sacrifice,
everything to realize. How was it
with the Antiochians ?—“They were
filled with joy—(Acts xiii. 52). How
was it with the Philippian jailor and
family ? He rejoiced, believing in
God with all hishouse”—(Actsxvi. 34.)
How was it with the Ephesians?
“Many of them which practised
curious arts, brought their books
together, and burned them before all ;
and they counted the price of them,
and found it 50,000 pieces of silver.
So mightily grew the word of God,
and prevailed”—(Acts xix. 19). Do
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such sacrifices result now from the
belief of preaching? How was it
with the Galatians? They received
Paul “as an angel of God, as Christ
Jesus himself.” They spake of the
blessedness and if it had been possible,
would have plucked out their eyes,
and given them to him—(Gal. vi. 15).
And how, lastly, was it with the
Christian disciples throughout Asia
Minor and the adjacent countries
where they believed in the preaching
of the word? “They rejoiced with
joy unspeakable and full of glory—
(2 Pet. 1. 8).

Now, it is not in human nature to
rejoice with ecstasy in believing the
abstract doctrine of forgiveness of
sing through prayer or baptism; or
of going somewhere beyond the skies,
to ¢ that undiscovered bourne whence
no traveller has returned,” when they
are called upon to be dissevered from
property and friends, by the shaft of
¢ the King of Terrors,’ as they style him,
The most vivid conception of the
elysian heaven has never excited in
professors ¢ a joy unspeakable ;' on the
contrary, their extreme anxiety to
continue in the present state of
existence, evinces its impotency, and
their own incredulity of its desirable-
ness.

The fruit of this doctrine, universally
believed in our own day, proves that
it is devoid of a refining influence
upon society ; it fails to humanize or
moralize ; and leaves the believer of
it still subject to bondage through
fear of death.

But, the fruit of the word preached
by Paul was altogether different, It
caused them who believed it, to *“ deny
themselves of all ungodliness and
worldy lust, and to live soberly,
righteously, and godly in the present
age.” It taught them to “look for
that blessed hope, even the glorious
appearing of the great God, even of
our Saviour,Jesus Christ—(Titus ii. 13.)
By believing it, this potent word
formed Christ in the hearts of men—
the hope of glory; and that they
might win him, they hazarded with
joy, life, liberty, friends, everything,
for in him is the fulness of God.

He informs Titus that “the grace
of God,” or his word, “that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men,”
that is, to Jews and Gentiles ; ‘teaching
them d¢.; and among the things it
teaches isthe‘ Blessed Hope,’ according
to his own saying. This was the
‘blessedness’ of which the Galatians
spake with such intense interest; it
was the great feature of the word of
the truth as it is in Jesus, which made
its announcement such exciting and
joyful news. Much more might be
said under this head; but this is
enough for the present: we pass on,
therefore, to the next thing to be
shown,

3. WHAT THIS BLESSED HOPE I8,
THAT MAKES THE WORD GLAD TIDINGS,
OR GOSPEL.

Paul in the third chapter of
Galatians and the eighth verse,says, the
Seriptures foreseeing that God would
justify the nations through faith,
preached beforethe gospel toAbraham.”
This is an important declaration. On
Paul's authority then, we are informed
that the gospel was preached 1954
years before the day of Pentecost.
Wasthe gospel thus preached, remission
of sins by the Holy Spirit in answer to
prayer ?  Or was it repentance and
remission of sins in the name of Jesus
Christ ? Or, was it the truth
that Jesus is the Christ, the son of the
living God? Reader, mark well what
we say ; it was none of these ; but, in
the words of the apostle himself, it
was this, namely, “IN THEE,
ABRAHAM, SHALL ALL NATIONS
BE BLESSED. This was an an-
nouncement of ¢ Blessedness'—a bles-
sedness on nations, on all nations
placed constitutionally as nations ‘IN’
Abraham, the details of which, when
the Galatians heard Paul unfold them,
caused them so much joy, that if it
had been possible, they would have
plucked out their eyes, and given
them to him. This is that gospel to
which he refers, when he says ‘I was
separated to the gospel of God, which
he had promised afore by his prophets
in the holy scriptures’—(Rom. i. 2).

Concerning this blessedness which
he styles ¢ the blessing of Abraham’—
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(Gal.iii. 14 )—¢uoting from the prophet
Isaiah, he says, “eye hath not seen;
nor car heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man the things which God
hath prepared for them that love him”
—(1 Cor.ii. 9). Hence, this emphatic
declaration excludes from God’s gospel
all foolishness of men, current as
wisdom before the apostolic preaching,
and which the clergy now preach for
truth. The hereditary immortality of
the soul, and translation to heaven at
death, are no part of this blessedness ;
for these had for ages previous ‘“entered
into the hearts of ’ the heathen philos-
ophers of Greece and Rome.

Now, the things of this unseen and
unheard of blessedness make up ‘ THE
HIDDEN WISDOM OF GoD.’ It was an-
nounced in general terms to Abraham
but éts details were hidden and
remained secret for ages, Hence, it
is styled, “the wisdom of God in a
mystery, which none of the Princes
of Paul’s age knew”—(1 Cor. ii. 7, 8).
He also says in another place, “the
mystery has been kept secret since the
time of ages”—that is, from the time
the gospel was preached to Abraham.
—(Rom. xvi. 25). Againhe says,*the
mystery of Christ in other ages was
not made known to the sons of men ;”
and again, ‘“the mystery hath beenhid
in God from the beginning of the
ages”—(Ephes. ii. 5. 9). Also repeated
thus, “ the word of God—the mystery
hath been hid from the beginning
[apo toon aioonoon kai apo toon geneoon]
of the ages and generations—(Col. i.
26). These quotations are sufficient
to prove, that all the speculation in
the world concerning the destiny
predetermined of God for mankind,
was the mere blunders of heathen men.

“In thee, Abraham, shall all the
nations be blessed.” = Was not this
an announcement of something future
“ shall be blessed ?” Was it not, then
presented to Abraham as a matter of
hope ? If then, also, this were the
gospel preached to the Father of the
taithful, was it not the hope of the
gospel ? Certainly, it was. Well, does
not Panl tell you that the details of
this hope were kept secret? Because
thiey were so, therefore he styles them

“the mystery of the gospel” in
Ephes. vi. 19, Let it, then, be noted
that the one hope of the calling is the
gospel—THE VErY ANCIENT GOSPEL
1TsELF—preached to Abraham and
secreted as to certain details from
human knowledge for ages. Let us
ascertain now when its mystery was
made known.

Paul says he was ‘“an apostle
separated for the gospel of God"—
(Rom. i. 1). He explains this by
saying, “be not moved away from the
hope of the gospel whereof I, Paul, am
made a minister ; fully to preach the
word of God, even the mystery which
hath Dbeen hid; but, NOW is made
manifest to his saints : to whom God
would make known, what is the riches
of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles ; which is Christ in you
(dwelling in your hearts by the belief
of these things) the hope of glory”
—(Col. 1. 23-27).  This is the definition
of Paul’s apostleship to the Gentiles—
to make known to them Grod’s intention
concerning them.

Again; “The mystery is NOW
(1800 years ago) made manifest, and
by the scriptures of the prophets,
according to the commandment of the
everlasting God, is made known to all
nations for the obedience of faith—
(Rom. xvi. 26). From this we learn,
also, that all the nations of the old
Roman civilisation once knew what
this long hidden, but then-revealed
mystery was; but, since that order of
things faded away before the dark
ages, it has been entirely blotted out
from their remembrance, and now
demands to be recuscitated from the
book of God for the obedience of faith
among those who are watching for
the Lord’s return.

Concerning the unseen and unheard
of blessed tidings, Paul saith “but
God hath revealed them unto us by
his spirit” (1 Cor. ii. 10 ;) and they are
placed on record in the New Testament.

“ By revelation, Jesus Christ hath
made known unto me, Paul, the
mystery; which in other ages was not
made known as it is now revealed unto
his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit : unto me is this grace given,
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that I should preach among the
Gentiles the unscarchable riches of
Christ; and to make all see what is
the fellowship of the mystery, which
from the beginning of the ages hath
been hid in God, who created all things
(die) on account of Jesus Christ: to
the intent that now unto the principal-
ities and powers in heavenly places
(Kings, Governors, Councils, &c.)
might be made known thro’ the church
the manifold wisdom of God, according
to the eternal purpose which he
purposed én Christ Jesus our Lord"—
(Ephes. iii. 1-11). Thus the eternal
purpose of God was made known to
the ancient nations by Paul’s preaching
of “the word of truth, the gospel of
their salvation;” we would now like
to know, what was this eternal purpose,
which,when announced by the apostles,
produced such joyousness in the hearts
of the people ?

Hear what the Scripture saith: “ God
has made known the mystery, or
secret of His will which He had
purposed in Himself.” Well what isit
He hath willed, or predetermined ? Let
us read it wide awake. It is this that
He hath resolved upon, namely, “ That
in the dispensation® of the completion
of the times appointed, he might
gather together in one (imperial
monarchy) all things under Christ,
both the things which are in the
heavens (kingly governments, &c.),
and which are on the earth (people,
nations, and languages) under him, in
whom wehave obtained an inheritance.
—(Ephes. i. 10).

But, perhaps, the correctness of the
parenthesis interjected may be disputed.
We will therefore, quote a declaration
of God’s eternal purpose (not the
mystery, but the will) from one of the
prophets of Israel. Here it is:—“In
the days of these kings (represented
by the ten toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s
Tmage, and now ewisting) shall the God

* DISPENSATION, oikonomia, & constitution of
things, which obtains on earth when the
appointed times of the Gentiles, which are
nearly expended, shall be finished. It is a
dispensation which Jasts 1000 years; henece the
dispensation, introduced at the completion of
the appointed tiines, is MEssIan’s KINGDuM OF
THE FUTURE AGE.

of heaven set up a kingdom which
shall never Dbe destroyed : and the
kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in picces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it
shall stand forever—(Dan. ii. 44).
“And I saw in the night visions, and
behold there was given to the Son of
Man (Jesus Christ) empire, glory, and
a kingdom, that all people, nations,
and languages, should serve him ; his
empire i1s an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom one which shall not be
destroyed”—(Dan. vii. 14). Fromthis,
then, 1t appears that God’s intention
is to establish an imperial monarchy
upon the ruins of all kingdoms and
republics extant ; and to putthe sceptre
of absolute and universal dominion
into the hands of the Son of Man.
This will be an indestructible kingdoru;
and those who are appointed to its
honours, dignities, offices, etc. in the
beginning of it, will retain them as
long asit lasts ; and as it is everlasting,
it is very obvious that flesh and blood,
or mortal men, cannot inherit it.

Paul saith to Timothy “preach the
word " that is, preach the hope of the
gospel, or kingdom of God. Invite
the people to take office under God's
King ; tell them what God hath said
in the prophets, how that “the saints
shall take away the dominion of their
oppressors to consume and destroy it
to the end. And the kingdom and
dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall
be given to the PEOPLE of the saints of
the Most High, whose kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and rulers shall
serve and obey him” (Dan. vii. 27): tell
them, “when the Lord shall build up
Zion, He shall appear in His glory™ (I’s.
cii. 16);—and then, “the high praiscs
of God shall be in their mouth, and a
two-edged sword in their hand; to
cxecute vengeance upon the heathen,
and punishinent upon the people ; to
bind their kings with chaing and their
nobles with fetters of iron ; to execute
upon them the judgment written ;
this honour have all His saints” (Ps.
exlix. 6); tell them, “all things are

U theirs—the world, life, death, things
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present and to come, all are theirs
and they are Christ’'s and Christ is
God's” (1 Cor. iii. 21 ;) tell them these
things, O Timothy ; reprove, rebuke,
exhort, and let no man despise thee.”

Now, “the people of the saints " are
those who believe the hope of Israel,
and obey the king of Israel. They are
styled “kings and priests unto God”
in the New Testament, because they
are chosen on the principle of an
obedient faith, to act as kings and
priests in the Messiah's kingdom of
the coming age. Do ye not know,”
saith Paul, “that the saints shall judge
the world ¢"—1 Cor. vi, 2—shall reign
as kings, and officiate as priests in the
new imperial monarchy to be founded ?
In the everlasting kingdom of Jesus
Christ ?

But, this kingdom is yet future;
and generation after generation of
God’s royal priesthood hath succumbed
to the power of the enemy: what then
must needs occur before the saints can
possess the kingdom? They must
rise from among the dead ; or, if any
such be living when the kingdom is
set up, they must be changed from
flesh and b%rood, which is corruptible,
and therefore mortal, into flesh and
spirit, a combination which is incor-
ruptible and deathless ; for, as we have
said, the offices of the kingdom and
empire do not change hands ; the gifts
and calling of God being without
repentance ; hence, the glory, honour,
ard dignities of the empire require
that they who obtain appointments to
them, be immortal. Thus, then, “Glory,
honour, incorruptibility, life,” and
blessedness in all its manifestations,
are announced as the attributes of the
kingdom of God: hence, to preach
the kingdom of God is to proclaim
all these things through it as an
incorruptible institution. The resur-
rection of the just is not the hope of
the gospel ; it is enly an item thereof;
yet it is vastly important ; for it isthe
path of life—the strait gate of life;
and holds a similar relation to the
future age that our birth of the flesh
does to the present ; the resurrection
gives us introduction to the kingdom
of God.

One text demands explanation here.
An objector might say, with some show
of argument, “the believer is surely
introduced into the kingdom when he
is immersed into Christ; for the
apostle saith of himself and brethren,
‘the Father haik translated usinto the
kingdom of his dear Son'—Col. i. 13:
if then, they had been translated into
the kingdom, they were certainly in it
when he wrote these words.”

But this argument is more specious
than solid. To get at the true inter-
pretation of the text, we must ask this
question : what subject is the apostle
writing about? From a perusal of
the whole chapter, we find that he is
treating of the hope which is contained
“in the word of the truth of the
gospel.”” Now, we have shown that
the subject-matter of this hope is “the
kingdom of God’s dear Son,” which he
shall receive when his foes shall be
made his footstool. The kingdom,
then, being a matter of hope, it is
neither past nor present, but future.
We do not, therefore, now see it; for
“ hope that is seen is not hope; for
what a man seeth, why doth he yet
hope for ?”

The phrase, “hath translated us
into the kingdom’ is elliptical, and
belongs to the same rule as the saying,
“baptized for the dead.” The seope
of the reasoning supplies the ellipse in
both cases. That of the former is the
hope of ; of the latter, the resurrection
of ; thus, “the Father hath translated
us into the hope of the kingdom of his
dear Son ;" and, “baptized for the
resurrection of the dead.”  These
supplements remove all obscurity. In
fine, it may be said with propriety,
that a man is baptized for the things
he most assuredly believes and hopes
for; if ignorant of the truth, he is
indeed immersed for nothing real;
the eyes of a maw’s understanding
being enlightened, he is baptized for
what God has promised ; and if one
be immersed to join a church, or, in
imitation of the example of Jesus,
why then he joinsit, and hasimitated it,
and there is a reasonable termination to
all his aspirations when he.has done so.

Well, reader, we have ascertained
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what the purpose of God towards our
world is for 1000 years to come. We
find both the prophets and apostles
testifying the same thing. Let us then,
discourse in brief about this glorious
kingdom.

First, then, a kingdom, whose
offices are never vacated, requires the
administration of immortals. Hence,
the king must be immortal. Now, as
he is to be a Son of Man, from whom

is he to descend? Hear the scriptures;.

“ How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob;
and thy tabernacles, O Israel! Their
king shall be higher than Agag, and
his kingdom shall be exalted. I shall
see him, but not now ; I shall behold
him, but not nigh : there shall come a
star outof Jacob, and a sceptre shall
rise out of Israel, and shall smite
through the princes of Moab and
destroy all the children of Seth. Out
of Jacob shall come he that shall have
dominion.”"—(Numb. xxiv. 7, 17, 19).
This king, then, is to arise out of
the Jewish nation ; but whose son is

he fto be?
“When thy days be fulfilled,
and thou shalt sleep with thy

fathers, O David, I will set up thy
seed after thee, and I will establish
his kingdom. He shall build a temple
for my name, and I will stablish the
throne of his kingdom for ever. I will
be his Father and he shall be my Son,”
—(2 Sam. vii. 12-14). Thus speaks
Jehovah to the second king of Israel.
‘We learn from this that the throne of
the kingdom of Israel is an everlasting
throne, that the king destined to fill it,
must be both Son of David and Son of
God.

Behold then, the covenants of the
promise made to Abraham and to
David. They belong to Israel and to
the adopted citizens of their state.
“To Israel pertain the adoption, and
the aLORY and the cOVENANTS, and the
giving of the law, and the service ; and
the ProMISES.—(Rom. ix. 4). Great
and glorious is the destiny of Israel;
but, infinitely more so that of those
who shall inherit the kingdom and
empire of Israel’s King.

The hope of this kingdom in all its
relations was the hope of Israel. In

one of the national songs, they say
“the Lord most high is terrible ; he is
a great king over all the earth. He
shall subdue the people under us, and
the nations under our feet.”—(Ps. xlvii.
2. 3). They refer also to the same
thing in another saying: “ all the ends
of the world shall remember and turn
unto the Lord ; and all the kindreds
of the nations shall worship before
thee: For the kingdom is the Lord’s ;
and He the governor among the
nations”—(Ps, xxii. 27, 28). “In his
days shall the righteous flourish, and
there shall be abundance of peace so
long as the moon endureth. He shall
have dominion also from sea to sea,
and from the river (Euphrates) to the
end of the land. They that dwell in
the wilderness (the Arabians) shall
bow before him ; and his enemies shall
lick the dust. The kings of Tarshish
(the present rulers of the Anglo-Indian
empire) and the kings of the Isles
(of all Gentile countries) shall bring
presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba
shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall
fall down before him. All nations
shall serve him” (Ps. Ixxii. 7-11) shall
serve him ; David's son and Israel's
King. This, we repeat, was, and still
is, the hope of Israel; and the revela-
tions of God concerning it, are the
“ good tidings of great joy,” or gospel,
“which shall be to all people.”—(Luke
ii. 10).

But who, among all the tribes and
armies of Jacob, is the son of David,
son of God, and King of Israel? We
answer, upon the testimony of the
apostles, the glad tidings of the
glorious kingdom must be preached n
his name, for he is the hereditary and
rightful sovereign thereof.

The hope of Israel then, is the hope
of the gospel which was preached by
the apostles in the word of the truth.
In this, the kingdom of God is
announced ; a kingdom to be estal-
lished in the Holy Land, under tle
sovereignty of Jesus Christ, when the
times appointed for the continuance of
existing human governments shall have
run out. This kingdom, as we have
seen, is to absorb all other dominions;
and to exist as a new dispensation for
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But an empire of this magnitude
will require officers to administer its
affairs ; one king, however powerful
and absolute, could not in the nature
of things, judge, or rule, the world of
nations alone. 'What was necessary to
be done in this emergency ? Send a
proclamation among the Jews and
Gentiles, and invite them without
respect of persons to accept glory,
honour, and dignity as well as office,
of the new government. This is
precisely what God did by Jesus Christ
and his apostles. Jesus says, “ I must
preach the kingdom of God to the
cities, for therefore am I sent”—(Luke
iv. 43). “And it came to pass that he
went throughout every city and
village, preaching and showing the
glad tidings of the kingdom of God"
gchap. viii. 1). “And he sent his twelve

isciples to preach the kingdom of God,
and they went through the towns
Iﬁeaching the gospel”—(ch. ix. 2-6).

ence, to preach the gospel is to preach
the good news concerning the kingdom
of God. When Jesus, therefore said to
his apostles, “ Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every
creature,” it was equivalent to saying,
“ Go and preach the good news con-
cerning the kingdom which the God of
heaven intends to set up among the
nations, as saith the prophet Daniel ;
he that believes what you preach and
is baptized, shall be saved ;" that is,
he shall inherit the kingdom, if he be
not moved away from the hope of it.
They obeyed the mandate. It was
preached on the day of Pentecost ;
also in the temple porch; and Philip
preached it in Samaria; for, *when
the Samaritans believed Philip, preach-
ing the things concerning the kingdom
of God, and the name of the Lord
Jesus, they were baptized men and
women"—( Acts viii. 12), Paul preach-
ed it in Thessalonica, in Athens, in
Ephesus, in Rome, and everywhere he
went ; in private houses, in jails, in
market places, in fora, in palaces, and
wherever else the people would listen
to him. “Iknow,” says he, to the
Ephesian Christians,“that ve all, among
whom I have goune preaching the

kingdom of God, shall see my face no
more "—(Acts xx.25;) while there, “he
went into the synagogue, and spake
boldly for the space of three months,
disputing and persuading concerning
the kingdom of God.”—(Acts xix. 8;
also xxviii. 31.)

Thus we have condensed from the
word of truth, an answer to the
question ‘““what is the hope of the
gospel by which we are saved, if we
believe it ?”’ This subject is now fairly
broached, but infinitely far from being
exhausted. We have placed before
the reader, the two hopes :—the hope
of the world lying under the wicked
one, and the hope of Israel, irradiated
by the light of the glorious gospel of
the Blessed One. This is that to which
Paul refers, saying, “I1 stand and am
judged for the hope of the promise
mac%e of God wunto our Fathers
(Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) unto
which promise, our twelve tribes,
instantly serving God, night and day,
hope to come.  For which hope’s sake,
King Agrippa, I am accused of the
Jews. Why should it be thought a
thing incredible with you, that God
should raise the dead ?”’—(Aets xxvi.
6-8). “Forthe hope of Israel am I
bound with this chain.”—(xxviii. 20).
Was Paul judged and chained for the
hope of his soul’s soaring at the
instant of death, through the skies on
an angel’s wing to the right hand of
the Majesty in the heavens? If so,
when and where did God promise this
to the Fathers? He never promised
any such thing; and let him who
affirms to the contrary, prove it.

In conclusion, we have shown :—

1st. That there is but “one true
hope, which is a seventh item of the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God ;" and that as the
Spirit revealed them, they constitute
“the unity of the Spirit.”

2nd. That this one hope is styled
“the hope of the calling,” ¢ the
vocation,” and *“the heavenly calling,”
because the apostolic proclamation was
authorized by heaven, and calls to a
future kingdom which the God of
heaven will set up.

3rd. That it is this hope which
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made the apostles’ preaching, glad
tidings of great joy to all people.

4th. That the pious and ungodly of
these times are equally in the dark
respecting it.

5th. 'That the hope of Christendom
is powerless for the regeneration of
the world.

6th. That the ancient gospel cannot
be preached without the proclamation
of the blessed hope.

7th. We affirm that the man who
does not believe in the literal advent
of Jesus in power and great glory to
set up the kingdom, cannot preach the
ancient gospel that Paul announced.

8th. That the nations of the old
Roman civilization understood this
hope, but did net nationally accept the
call; that they entirely lost the
knowledge of it through the apostacy
of the Church, and the over-shadowing
of the dark ages.

9th., That an indestructible king-
dom is the basis of the one hope, the
attributes of which constitute the
recompense of the reward.

10th. That all existing empires,
kingdomis and republics in their
political and ecclesiastical arrangements
will soon be abeolished, their rulers
ejected from place and power, and the
government transferred to Messiah and
his associates.

11th. That to obtain office in the
new imperial kingdom, men must
believe the glad tidings concerning it;
believe the things relating to Jesus
Christ; and thus believing, become
the subjects of repentance and
remission of sins in his name, by being

immersed into the name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit; thenceforth, he
must walk worthy of his high destiny
in the light of Holy Writ.

12th. That, for such persons to
obtain possession of the kingdom, if
dead, they must rise from the dead;
and if living, they must be changed
into immortal men, by the power of
God.

13th. That Jesus Christ is the Son
of God, and that there is remission of
sins in his name by immersion to hinx
who believes this truth, is not the
ancient gospel; it is not Paul’s gospel;
a man may believe these things, but
fail of remission, because his faith
includes not the blessed hope.

14th. We should continually pray
“Thy kingdom come, and thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven,” until
this prayer be accomplished.

In conclusion, we call upon the clergy
of all sects, and the Corps Editorial of
all shades of religious politics, to break
silence ; and if these things are not
God’s truth, te show it. They can
batter Romanists, Universalists, and
Jews; let them see what they can do
against the things we have set forth
herein. We invite them to open their
religious houses, and the eolumns of
their party newspapers, that the public
may hear what can be said for Bible
truth; for if “the Bible, the Bible
alone, be the religion of Protestants,”
surely Protestant clergymen have
nothing to fear.

( Fiirst published in the “ HERALD oF
THE FUTURE AGE,” under date, March
1st, 1847, by Dr. Thomas.)

SORAPS FROM DR.

THOMARS'S PAPERS.

“ If a man die, shall he live again?”—JoB.

Moscuus having observed that herbs and
plants, after seeming to die, yet revive in the
succeeding year, rejoins :—
But we, or great or wise or brave,
Onee dead and silent in the grave,
Senseless remain; one rest we keep,
One long, eternal, unawakened sleep.
IbyLy iii. lin, 107.

So CarvrLus, lib. 1, 5.
The sun that sets, again will rise,
And give the day, and gild the skies;
But when we lose our little light,
‘We sleep in everlasting night.

HoMER gays of a hero slain :—
He slept a brazen sleep.
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An iron sleep o’ erwhelms his swimming sight,
And his eyes close in everlasting night.

They make religion be abhorred
‘Who round with darkness gulph her,
And think no word can please the Lord,
Unless it smell of sulphur.

‘What are we? And whence came we? What
shall be
Our ultimate existence ? What’s our present P
Are questions answerless and yet incessant.
Byron.

SCRIPTURAL PERFECTION.

1. Noah, Abraham, and Job were PERFECT
MEN.
Gen. vi. 9; vil. 15 xvii, 1. Jobi. 1.
2. PERFECTION {5 intellectual, moral, and
physical,
A. Intellectual—+* We speak wisdom among
the perfect.’
1 Cor. il. 6; xiv. 20;
Phil. iii. 15,

but the bringing in of a better
hope, through which we draw
near to God.”” — Hebd. vii. 19 &
27. perfected dia Tov atwva
“Its gifts and sacrifices could
not make him that did the
service perfect as pertaining to
the conseience.”” —Heb. ix. 9.
“Thereunto perfect—no morecon~
sumed of sins.”’— Heb. x. 1, 2,
¢ Spirits of just men made per-
feet.”’ —Heb. xii. 23.
“ By one offering he has perfected
the sanctified.” — Heb. x. 14.
C. Physical—Messiah was at once PERFECT
and IMPERFECT.
a ¢. PERFECT— [saiah x1ii. 19,
¢ Who is blind as he that is
perfect 270 2
b 4. 1MPERFECT—* The third
day 1 shall be perfected.”
Luke xiii. 32; Heb. v. 9.
Paul imperfect.— Phsl. iii. 12.
Perfected in resurrection.—
Heb. xi. 40,

CHAPTERS TOR THE DAUGHTERS OF SARAH.—No. 2.

BY ONE OF THEM.

« After this manner, in the old time, the holy women who trusted in God adorned
themselves.” —~PETER.

———

THE relations of the married state are
very different to those considered in
the last chapter. Paul recognises this
difference in saying “the unmarried
woman careth for the things of the
Lord that she may be holy both in
body and spirit; but she that is
married careth for the things of the
world how she may please her hus-
band.” This may have had special
applicability in Paul's day, when the
outward circumstances connected with
the profession of the truth (with
regard to persecution) were of a kind
to gender greater consecratedhess in

those unburdened by social ties. It
would also be specially applicable
where sisters were fettered by union
with unbelieving husbands. Doubtless
it is in all cases more or less true that
the single have advantages peculiar to
unmarried life.  Still) single life is not
always necessarily spiritual in its ten-
dency. That the married state as such,
is not incompatible with faithfulservice
to Christ, Paul allows in his advice to
young widows (1 Tim. v. 14), also in
many other allusions to the same matter
in several of his epistles. Peter also
acknowledges the same in his exhorta-



‘f'he Chrietadeiphian ,]
Feb. 1, 1674,

CHAPTERS FOR THE DAUGHTERS OF SARAH. 59

tion to husband and wife in the truth
to walk together according to know-
ledge, “as being heirs together of the
grace of life.”” The married state
doubtless entails “trouble in the flesh ;”
but with double sorrows, we may count
upon double joys where there is union
and fellowship in the truth. It is the
natural relation of man and woman,
and does much to broaden the sym-
pathies and break down artificial views
of life.

To the married woman, the possession
of the truth is an inestimable boon;
not that the knowledge of it merely
will benefit her; but the possession of
it in the sense of an in-dwelling prin-
ciple, will be of incalculable value in
guiding her affections and sustaining
her in the trying and difficult circum-
stances that are sometimes the peculiar
experiences of a wife.

THE ILL-MATED.

In the ordinary walks of life, and
outside of the truth, it not unfrequently
happens, that a wife fails to constitute
a companion to her husband. He
may have tastes in certain directions,
scientific, literary, or otherwise, in
which she cannot keep him company ;
either because her tastes do not lie in
the same direction, or because her
more limited opportunities prevent her
keeping pace with her husband’s
attainments. She may be possessed
of ability, and excel in her own sphere
of labour; but the duties connected
with this may be so numerous and
urgent as to engage her attention, to
the exclusion of those matters which
especially interest her husband.
Through the effect of this on her mind,
she may come to regard his particular
bias as a weakness, which will only

help to widen the gap which he feels
to exist between himself and his wife,
because she cannot or does not take
any interest in that which to him is
the source of the highest pleasure.

Now, in ‘the truth, the chances of
such a hitch are greatly lessened.
The possession of the truth furnishes
a basis upon which, if husband and
wife have embraced it from the heart,
both may be firmly joined together in
one mind. It may be that the sister
has not been fortunate enough to be
united to a companion in this respect.
Married in ignorance, she may have
received the truth since entering
wedlock, her husband not bearing her
company in the matter. Even in this
case, the truth will be to her a great
advantage. It will prove a solace to
her amid the troubles and cares
incident to her position. And she can
indulge the hope that she may be
some day cheered by her husband’s
acceptance of it. To this end let her
labour, ever mindful of her own
deportment, as one professing godli-
ness, and encouraged in her labour of
hope by the words of Peter, whose
advice is in this direction to those
having unbelieving husbands, so that
they (the unbelieving husbands), may
even  without the word, be won by
the conversation of their wives.”

DRAWBACKS OF UNEQUAL YOKING.

There are, doubtless, many draw-
backs to a sister who finds herself in
this position. She is thereby deprived
of much encouragement and help, and
experiences many obstacles which
would not exist with her husband’s
hearty co-operation in and identifica-
tion with the truth. Still, even this
form of evil may not exist without



60 CHAPTERS FOR THY DAUGHTERS OF SARAH.

The Christadelphan,
Feb. 1,1872.

advantage to the sister so circum-
stanced, though such advantage will,
doubtless, rank among the “forced
benefits” of her experience. One of
them will be that she will be thrown
upon her own resources for spiritnal
sustenance, and her profiting will,
doubtless, appear in her individual
intelligence and spontaniety in the
truth. At the same time, there is
much danger. Her connection with
an unbelieving husband may exclude
the atmosphere of the truth, and
surround her with adverse influences
which she may be unable to resist.
She may, if not on her guard, be
insensibly and gradually robbed of
her enthusiasm for the truth, and
having a name to live, may become
dead. Such disastrous consequences
need not follow. These can only
occur where a sister so far forgets her
high calling as to allow husband or
friends, or home comfort to come
between her and her duty to Christ.
The simple principle of placing
“ Christ first,™ her Lord, in all her
course through life, would prove a
guiding star cut of many a dangerous
path into which she might otherwise
be led. Better brave the disfavour of
husband and friends than imperil a
favourable reception from the King of
kings, when he comes forth to judge
his household. Of course, she will
require to use discretion in such a
matter, and not unnecessarily cause
trouble; still, if she cannot comply
with the commands of Christ without
giving offence to her husband, she has
no alternative. But let her see to it
that it is really the offence of the
truth, and not the flesh in some form
taking advantage of the liberty where-
with the truth has made us free.

If she have brought herself into
this condition of unequal yoking sub-
sequent to her acceptance of the
truth, she will have ample reason to
repent her folly and sin, and will,
probably, find sufficient retribution in
the increased difficulties which she
will find around her, in the good fight
of faith. If she have arrived at a
knowledge of the truth after her union
with an unbeliever, she can, at least,
rejoice that she has done so, and will
make the best of her surroundings,
hoping by her faithful endeavours to
bring about a better and more har-
monious state of things.

MARRIED IN THE LORD,

To those who know by happy experience
the blessedness of union and fellowship
in the truth, nothing need be said.
Their joint labours will show the
sweet advantage of being of one
accord, and of one mind: fellow
helpers into the kingdom of God, and
heirs together of the grace of life ;
growing up into Christ, who is the
head—being rooted and grounded
in the love of him. To such the truth
is a never-failing source of interest.
It furnishes them with occupation for
all their spare time, and more, and so
great is the variety of ways in which
it will claim their attention, help and
sympathy, that, whether occupying
the highest or the lowest or the
middle place in society, they will find
enough to fill their hands, and will
certainly have no time for the genteel
frivolities with which it is customary
in “society’” to fill up the time.
Their private studies can hardly be
placed on the list of labour. These
are to them as resting places where
they drink and are refreshed, aud
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strengthened to resume the journey,
in which they are firmly united as
fellow pilgrims, toiling together with
strong purpose for a common end.

FAILURE EVEN THEN,

But this happy experience does not
fall to the lot of all who profess the
truth. There are cases in which
husband and wife, both professedly in
the truth, do not run smoothly together.
There are many reasons for this unfor-
tunate state of things, some of which
cannot entirely be done away with,
though most of them may be modified.
The great bulk of the brethren and
sisters belong to the class who have
to toil most of the time in secular
matters—eachintheir own department,
and each having to endure much
fatigue and weariedness, which unfits
for that cordial manifestation of
appreciation which under more easy
circumstances would flow from each
tothe other, rendering daily intercourse
a source of wmutual happiness and
comfort. Still, the fact that some hard
working couples get along without
strife or jarring, shows that fatigue
alone does not constitute a barrier to
conjugal felicity in the truth. The
probability is sthat shortcomings on
both sides are the direct or indirect
cause of the difficulty ; or it may be
that a high stnse of the obligations of
the truth on one side is not reciprocated
on the other. Now as a life of
continual jarring, whatever the cause,
must be prejudicial to progress of the
truth, it would be well for the sister
who finds herself thus placed, to try
to discover if she possibly can, how
she may by any modification of her
own behaviour, bring about a happier
and more becoming state of things.

1t would be better for her to forego
even what she might legitimately claim
as her right, if the truth would be
thereby served, than stand out for it
at the cost of a perpetual unpleasant-
ness, which interferes with the work
of the Spirit. She will always have
the consolation that whatever she
loses by the service of the truth now,
(if incurred willingly) will be repaid
her an hundredfold when the Lord
returns.

A HOPELESS STRUGGLE.

This is taking for granted that she
is a true sister—one of Sarah’s
daughters, willing in all things to be
subject to the will of her Lord.
Indeed unless she be this, there is no
chance for her at all in the struggle
between the flesh and the Spirit.
“Christ first” means self last, or,
rather, self crucified, and, therefore, in
a suffering and humbled condition.
The consecration of self to Christ and
his truth, needs daily renewing amid
the daily occupations in which we
engage, and only in this daily renewal
of service and sacrifice, may the true
sister hope to attain that spirit of
ready obedience in all things to the
will of Christ, which will-.enable her
to endure patiently, and avoid the rock
upon which others split and founder
who do not endure, but who murmur
and dispute about what they ought to
endure, as seeing Him who is in-
visible. If the love of Christ were
paramount in each, the troubles that
disturb in this manner could not
arise. This love of Christ needs
continual strengthening by intercourse
with him in the word and in prayer.
Yesterday’s supply will not en-
tirely suffice for to-day. And in this
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matter we should be careful not to
deceive ourselves. A sister may
imagine that she loves Christ su-
premely; but let her test herself by
what she is willing to endure for his
sake. She may find that she has
overrated her affection; that many
things dispute the pre-eminence with
him in her mind and affections. She
will find it a work of time to gain
the mastery over her own mnatural
desires, and to readily and willingly
give the first and best consideration
to him who alone is worthy of it.
Yet let her not lose heart because she
finds herself defective. She will, in
the end, overcome and conquer, if her
faith fail not; and never forget that
“faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God.” She
has special need to fortify herself.

DISAPPOINTED EXPECTATIONS.

She may find much more to contend
with than she had expected on
entering the married state. She may
have pictured to herself the delightful
times she would have when united to
one in the truth, who would be to her
a continued help and instructor. Per-
haps she expected too much from him,
and forgot that she would also have to
do her part, as having at last to give
an account of herself. Perhaps she
had pictured to herself the delightful
evenings they would spend together
when her husband could read aloud to
her, as she busied herself with her
needle, and how the heavenly dews of
spiritual refreshing would continually
descend, as the result of her husband’s
ministrations in things divine. In
consequence of such over-drawn
expectations, her actual experience in
married life will greatly disappoint

her. She overlooked the fact that her
husband also would be in need of
ministration ; that his arduous struggle
with an evil world outside would unfit
him in some degree for positive
attention, and lead him to look at
home as a haven of rest, when each
day's toil was ended. Must not his
disappointment be great if he finds his
partner more an additional weight
than a relief, and not by any means
the fellow helper he had fondly
anticipated ? If there is not great
care to exercise forbearance here, a
rupture of the happy experience of
first-wedded days will take place. It
will above all things be mnecessary
first, that both husband and wife be
thoroughly in love with the truth,
having the fear and hope and love of
God richly dwelling in each, independ-
ently, inducing in each a willingness
to submit to whatever the truth
requires at their hands. It must ever
be remembered that the faithful
profession of the truth entails trial in
some form or other. It brings many
advantages; but that does not render
inapplicable to us the intimation of
Paul to the believers of his age, that
all who will live godly must syfer,
according to the circumstances in
which they are placed. Ifthe husband
is a faithful son of God, the claims of
the truth- will occupy much of his
time, and his sister-wife may be
deprived of much of his company in
consequence.

FOREGOING RIGHTS.

She may also in many ways be
called upon to forego much that she
might legitimately claim as her right
and privilege. Her husband’s faith-
fulness to the truth, may decide him
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on courses that will deprive himself in
many respects, and in this he expects,
and is entitled to realize, that his wife
as a daughter of the same Father will
be able to join him. It will be well
for her, and for her husband, if this is
the case. She may bring deprivations
and bitterness in some directions, but
let her remember for whose sake she
is called upon thus to suffer, not
forgetting his promise and abundant
reward in the future, if the cross is
willingly borne now. Even if she
think her husband extreme in his
actions, and find sometimes that his
readiness to serve, and liberality in
the truth, deprivesherof the opportun-
ities she might wish of showing
spontaneity in the same direction,
let her be comforted with the thought
that in his labours and service and
gacrifice for the truth, che is a sharer
and co-labourer if she readily and
unmurmuringly bear the share of
disadvantage such service may bring
to her, and that in the end she will

share the reward of faithful steward-
ship which her husband seeks to curn
by bis devotion now.

SELF-SUSTENANCE.

It is very necessary that a sister-
wife should cultivate the power of self-
sustenance in the truth. When she
has attained this, she willfind herselfin
the possession of a powerful protection
against the disappointments incident
to a husband’s absence from home, or
his occupation when at home to her
apparent neglect. It will enable her
to bear up with cheerful countenance
and hopeful heart, when her imme-
diate surroundings are not such as to
inspire that frame of mind. It will be
a great help to herself and an aid to
her husband, and often supply the first
links in the chain that will lead to
profitable and happy re-union at the
end of a day’s toil, on both sides.

The next chapter will be devoted
to the means by which this self-
sustaining power may be acquired.

FULFILMENT OF PROPHECY.

(BroTHER HODGKINSON IN THE “ Boston Traveller.”)

——

I ENDEAVOURED to point out in my last
communbication that which the Seriptures of
truth reveal as touching the future, which
future we are daily wading into, each day
bringing us nearer to the great climax,
which 1s in reality the perdition of all
human forms of government as a complete
tailure, and the substitution of that which
is to be Divine. “The law and the
prophets were until John [that was John
the Baptist] ; since then the kingdom of
God is preached, and every man presseth
into it.”” But how long during this Gentile
dispensation is this to be preached ? Until
Christ comes and shuts the door, which
no man can open. He said Jerusalem
(which is the city of the great king) should

be trodden down of the Gentiles until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled ; then
when he has taken out of the Gentiles a
people for his'name, and the 144,000 synibol
is complete, ** the seventh angel will sound,
and the kingdoms of this world are to
become the kingdoms of our Lord and his
Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever.”
Can any announcement be more complete,
explicitoreraphatic 7 Paul’s solemn charge
to Timothy, in the fourth chapter of his
second letter to him, is, * before God and
the Lord Jesus Christ, wHo shall judge the
quick and the dead AT his appearing and
his kingdom.” Then the kingdom is to be
set up at his appearing, which is also in the
days of these ten kings (or toes of the
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image), that “ the God of Heaven shall set
up a kingdom which shall never be des-
troyed; " and furthermore, it shall not be
left to other people, but shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms, and it
shall stand for ever.” Jesus of Nazareth,
the King of the Jews, who in his time
1837 years ago, was the prophet like unto
Moses, and who is now a High Priest, after
the order of Melchisedec in the heavens,
making intercession for us, will be the King
of this kingdom, Prophet, Priest and King!
The promisesto Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
the sure mercies of David, the restoration of
the twelve tribes of Israel, have never been
fulfilled yet in the history of the past, but
when Jesus appears again upon the stage,
he will raise the patriarchs, and also the
tabernacle of David that is fallen down, ete.,
(Amos ix.) and will sit on David’s throne,
which is to be established before David or
tn his presence.

Daniel, a man greatly beloved, and John
the only apostle saved from a violent death,
and to whom was entrusted that sublime
writing of the Apocalypse, throw great light
upon this one day, or the time of the end.

Why not study their writings? How can
anyone comprehend a subject, if he confine
himselt to the second voluwe of any book;
but nine out of ten say, *the four gospels
are all we want.” The Bible is a sealed
mystery, unless it is taken as a whole, and
the only key to unlock it is the key of the
kingdom, a vein of silver running through
and illuminating every page of that deep
mine of wealth. * Search the Scriptures,
{plural] for in them ye think ye have
eternal life. and they are they which testify
of me,’—(Jesus.)

But, Messrs. Editors, if you will bear
with me, I would like to identify our own
time with those prophetic periods which
relate to the establishment of the kingdom,
more particularly if I do not trespass upon
the valued columns, to the exclusion of
stocks, bords, merchandise, and other
ephemeral, but more attractive metal of
the passing hour. Jesus says *heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my word
shall not pass away,” and “the testimony
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” *¢To
the law and the prophets then 1”  We find
several years after the dream of Nebuchad-
nezzar, that Danie! had a vision, during
the reign of Belshazzar, more in detail,
upon the same subject, the duration in fact
of the kingdoms of men; he saw four
beasts rise up out of the great sea (or the
Mediterranean), the first,second. third, and
fowrth, each one described, and which can

be wonderfully identified by the four
empires of Babylon, Persia, Greece, and
Rome, were there space. “Those great
beasts, are four kings which shall arise out
of the earth ’—(17th verse). We have to
do with the fourth, or Roman empire,
which was dreadful, terrible. and stroug
exceedingly, and it had ten horns”-—
(Deut. vii, 7. a horn is a symbol of power
or akingdom,)—which corresponds with the
ten toes of the image of Nebuchadnezzar,
or the ten kingdoms into which the
barbarian bordes divided the Roman
empire in the sixth century. But Daniel
was struck with the fact of another little
horn or power which came up among the
ten, and before whom there fell three of
the other horns or powers—and in which
little horn were eyes like the eyes of man,
and a mouth speaking great things, and
whose look was more stout than his fellows.
“1 beheld till the thrones were cast down,
and the Ancient of Days did sit; ¥ “the
judgment was set, and the books were
opened.” “I beheld then because of the
voice of the great words which the horn
spake,” “I beheld even till the beast was
slain, and his body destroyed and given to
the burning flame.” “And behold one
like the Son of Man came with the clouds
of heaven, and there was given him
dominion, and glory, and @ kingdom. that
all people, nations and languages should
serve him; and his kingdom is that which
shall not be destroyed, but the saints of
the Most High [the 144,000] shall take
the kingdom, and possess the kingdom
for ever, even for ever and ever.”” Daniel
asks one of them that stood by as to “the
truth of all this”’ He explained it to
him, (Dan. vii. 16,) and made known the
interpretation. We turn- to history now
and find that there was a power which
arose out of these ten kingdoms, to whom
was given three kingdoms, the Prince of
the Triple Crown. It had eyes like a
man—The Holy See, whose look was more
stout than his fellows, as he had the right
to make and depose kings. It had a mouth
speaking great things—the declaration of
the infallibility of that power, ** And the
same horn made war with the saints and
prevailed against them,” mark you, “until
the Ancient of Days came.” and “judg-
ment was given to the saints of the Most
High.’ Where are we to look for ¢ the
blood of the martyrs of Jesus ?"'—Paris,
Rome, Spain, Smishfield nnder the Papacy.

In conclusion : The day after the decla-
ration of the dogma of intallibility, France,
whose bayonets had supporied the horn,
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declared war against a Protestant power,
and in a few months, the Dictator of
politics in Europe was swept with the
besom of destruction, by the Ancient of
Days—not Bismarck.  Where is the
temporal power of the horn to-day ?
Amongst the things of the past. This
power Emperor Phocas delegated to the
Roman Pontiff 1260 years ago. or 42
months, or time, times and a half, of
Daniel and Revelations— all arithmetically
and prophetically correct. Mark the three
unclean spirits like frogs, &c., of Rev. xvi.

13! Has not this symbol always been
associated with France ? They gather for
Armageddon. Germany, or one foot, holds
Europe fast, while Russia, or the other
foot, moves fast against the sick man of
Twrkey, whose mosque stands to-day upon
the site of the Temple, in the city of the
great king. “ Behold I come as a thief.”’—
(Jesns). To the world? Yes. To his
household ? No. For they are on the
watch ! for the smiting of the apocalyptic
stone.—CHRISTADELPHIAN,
Oct. 14th.

THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE TREASURES OF THE SPIRIT.

By F. R. SHUTTLEWORTH.

RerereNcE Tasrer, No. 5.
(Hints for Bible Markers.)
MORTAL MAN.

The Hebrew phrase Nephesh Adam,
tranglated “man” and “men,” occurs 1
Chron. v. 21 ; Ezek., xxvii. 18, and Lev.
xxiv. 17, and signifies literally “earth ”” or
¢ ground sounl.”

The Hebrew word Adam translated “ man”
and “‘men ” occurs Gen. ii. 19, 20, 21, 23 ;
Psalm Ixviii. 18; Ixxiii. 5; Ilxxxil 7;
cxxiv, 2 ; Prov. xx. 6; xxviii. 28 ; Isa.
xxxi. 3; xliil. 4 ; Jer. li. 14 ; BEzek. xxxiv,
31; xxxvi. 10, 87,38 ; Hos. vi. 7; Hab.
i. 14 ; Psa. Ixiv. 9; Num. xviil. 15 ; xxxi.
11; 2 Kings xxiii. 14; Psa. xvii. 14;
xxii. 6 ; xlv, 11 ; Mic. ii. 12 ; Zech. ii. 4;
Gen. 1. 26 ; v. 27 ; vi. 8 ix. 6 ; xvi. 12
Ex.iv. 11; xxx. 32; Num. xxxi. 35;
Deut, iv. 32; v. 24; viii. 3; xx 19;
Jud. xvi. 7, 11,17 ; 1 Sam, xvi, 7 twice;
1 Chron. xxix. 1; 2 Chron. xix. 6 ; Jobv.
7 xi. 12; xiv. 1,10; xv. 7; xx.4; xxi.
4; xxv, 6; xxxiil. 23 ; xxxiv. 15; Psa.
viii. 4 ; xlix. 12, 20 ; Ivi. 11; Ixxx. 17;
Ixxxiv. 5,12 ; xc. 3 ; xciv. 10,115 civ.
14,23 ; cxviii. 6,8 ; cxliv. 3, 4; Prov.
xvi. |l ; XxX. 4; Kee. ii. 12,22 ; vi. 10,11 ;
vii. 20; Isa. xxxviil. 11 Jer x. 23;
Am. iv. 13 ; Mie. vi. 8 ; Zeph.i. 8 ; Zech.
xiii. 53 Gen.ii. 55 iv. 1; Lev. xiii. 9
xviil. 5; xxiv. 20; xxvii. 28 ; Num. xix.
14 ; xxiii. 19 ; Josh. Xiv. 15: 1 Sam xv.
29 ; Neh.ii. 10; ix.29: Job xvi. 21;
xxxiv. 11,29 ; xxxv. 8; Prov. iii. 30;
xx. 24 ; xxviii. 12 ; Eeel. ii. 2, 26 ; vi. 12;
viii. 1, 15 ; Isa. xiii. 12 ; xvii 7 ; xxix. 21;
xliv. 18 ; xlvii. 8; lvill. 5; Jer. xvi. 20
Lam. iii. 39 ; Ezek. xx. 11,13,21 ; xxviii.

2, 9 ; Dan, viii. 16 ; Hos. ix. 12 ; xi. 4;
Num. xix. 11, 13; Jud. xvi. 17; xviii. 7
28 ; Neh. ii. 12 ; 1 Kings viii. 38 ; 2 Chron
vi. 29 ; Job xxxii. 21 ; Prov. xxx. 2;
Ps. xxxii. 2 ; Ixxxiv. 5, 12 ; Prov. viii, 34,
Gen. ix. 5; xvi. 12; Job xxi. 33;
xxxvil. 7 ; Ps. xxxix. 11 ; Prov. xxiv 12;
xxix. 26 ; Jer. x, 14; Ps. c¢xl. 1; Exod.
xxxiii. 20 ; Lev. xvi. 17 ; Prov. xv. 7
xxi, 20; 1 Sam. xvii. 32; 1 Kings viii.
46 ; 2 Chron. vi. 36 ; Job xxxviil. 26 ;
Ps. cv. 14 ; Prov. xxviii. 17 ; Gen. ix. 5
Exod. xiii. 13 ; Num. xviii 15; 2 Sam.
vii, 19; =xxiv. 14; 2 Kings vii. 10;
1 Chron. xxi. 18 ; Ps. 1x. 11; Ixxvi. 10;
cviii. 12 ; Prov. xix. 11, 22 ; xxvii. 19;
xxix. 25; xxx. 2; Eecles. vi. 7; viii. 6;
xii. 18, Isai. xliv. 13; li, 12 ; Jer. x. 23;
Ezek. i. 10; x. 14; xxix. 11 ; xxxii. 13 ;
Dan. viil, 16 5 x. 18; Zech. ix. 1; xii. 1;
Eccles. vii. 28; and literally signifies earth.,

The Hebrew word Haadam, translated
“man” and ‘‘men,” occurs Gen, vi. 1,2,4;
Num. xvi. 29; twice, 2 Chron. vi. 18;
Isaiah vi. 12 Zech. xi. 6; 1 Kings iv. 81;
Ps. cxvi. 11 3 Eecles. vii. 2 3 Zech. viii. 10;
Lev. xxvii. 29; Job vii. 20; Jer. ix. 22;
xxxv. 5; Eccles. viii. 17; x. 14; xi. 83
viii, 9. This word signifies literally. * the
earth.”

The Hebrew word Metheem, rendered
*men,” occurs Deut. xxxiii.6; Job xxxi.
31; Isaiah iii. 25; xli 14; Ps. xvii. 14; and
signifies literally subjects of death

The Hebrew words Benai-Adam occur
in Ps. Ixii. 9, and Prov. viii. 4, and mean
literally “ sons of earth.”

The Hebrew phrase Benai-enosha, occurs
Dan. v. 21, and means literally “ sons of
mortals,”’
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The Hebrew word Emnoush, rendered
“man” and “men,” occurs 2 Chron. xiv. 11;
Jobiv.17; v, 17; vil. 1,17; ix.2; x. 4,5
xv. 14; xxv. 4, 6; xxxii. 8; xxxiii, 12;
Ps.ix. 19; x. 18; xe¢. 3; ciii. 15; cxliv.
3; Dan. iv. 16; Ps. lv. 13; Isai. xiii. 12
Dan, ii. 10; Gen. xlvii. 6, plural; Isaiah
Ivi. 2; xiiil. 7; Job x. 5; xiv. 19; Isaiah
1i. 12; Ps. cxliv. 3; Dan, vii. 13 ; Ps. ix.
20; lxxzxiil. 5; Job xxvili. 4 ; Isai. li. 7,
This word means literally mortal man.

The Hebrew word 4nosheem, plaral of
enoush and translated “men,” is to be found
in Deut. ii. 34; Josh. viii. 5 ; Jud. ix. 49;
xvi. 27; 2 Sam vi. 19 ; Gen. xviii. 2; xix.
4 ; xxxii. 28 ; xxxiv. 21; xlii. 11; xlvi. 32;
Num, xiii. 32; zvi. 14; Deut. 1. 85 ; Jud.
vi. 27; 1 Sam. i. 26; 2 Sam_ iii. 39 ; xix.
28 ; Isai. vii. 13; xxxviii. 16; Mic. vii. 6;
Zech. iii. 8 ; Deut. iii. 6; xxxi. 12; Eara
x. 1; Jer. xl. 7; Num. xxxi. 49; Deut. ii.
14; 1 Kings ix 12; 2 Kings xxv. 4; Jer.
xxxviil, 4 ; Ii. 82 ; xlix. 26; Bzek. xxvii.
10, 27; Joel ii. 7; iii. 9. This word
literally means mortals.

The Hebrew words Zera enosheem occur
1 Sam. i. 11; and signify literally “ seed
of mortals.”

The Hebrew word nephesh (usnally ren-
dered soul), occurs in Deat. xix. 11 ; where
it is translated mortally.

The Hebrew words nephesh chayiak,
rendered “living soul” inGen ii. 7, occurin
the undermentioned places, where they are
indiscriminately applied to manand beast,
and translated “living creature: > Gen.
i. 20, 21,24, 30; ii. 19 ix 10, 12, 16;
Lev. xi. 10, 46. *“Living soul” occurs also in
1 Cor. xv. 44, where it is the equivalent of
“ natural body ” in ver. 45. We also find
it hin Rev. xvi. 8, where it is applied to
fish.

The Hebrew phrase meth nephesh sig-
nify “dead soul,” but translated dead body, is
to be found in Num. xix. 11, 16; vi. 6 ;
ix 6,10; 2 Chron. xx. 24. 25; Ps. lxxix.
2; cx. 6; Lev. xxi. 11; Hag. ii. 13, The
following passages in which deathis affirmed
of the soul, shews that mortal souls and not
immortal soulsis the true doctrine of God’s
word concerning human nature : Gen. ii.
17 ; Jud. xvi. 80; Job xxxi. 39; Ezek.
xviii. 4, 20; Ps. xxxiiil. 19 ; Isai. lii. 12;
Iv. 3; lvii. 16 Ps. Ivi. 13: lxxviil; 1;
ciii. 2, 4.

The first syllable in the Hebrew names
Methusael and Methuselah also signify
death,

Rererence Tasrer, No. 6.
(Hints for Composers.)
The Bible as a Hymn Book. Index of
Sirst lines of Psalms, Hymns, and
Spiritual Songs.

REVELATIONS.

1.—Blessed is he that readeth.—(i. 3.)
2,—dJesus Christ is the faithful witness.—
(i. 5-8.

3.—Feéar not.—(i. 17-18.)

4.—He that hath an ear.—ii. 7.)

5.~ Be thon faithful.—(ii. 10-11.)

6.—To him that overcometh.—(ii. 17.)

7.—Hold fast till I come.— (ii. 25-28.)

8.—Thou hast a few names.— (iii. 4-5.)

9.—Behold I stand at the door.—

(iii. 20-22.)

10.—Thou art worthy.— (v. 9-10.)
11.—Worthy is the Lamb.—(v. 12-13.)
12.—Salvation to our God —(vi. 10-12.)
13.—~In the days of the voice.—(x. 7.)
14—And the seventh angel sounded.—

(xi. 15-17.)

15. Fear God and give glory to Him.—~
(xv. 7.)

16.—They sing the song of Moses.—
(xv. 3-4.)

17.—Behold I come ag a thief.~ (xvi. 15.)

18.—~Halelu-yah, salvation and glory,—
(xix. 1-5-6-9.)

19.—Behold the tabernacle of God—
(xxi. 8-7.)

20.—The Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb are the temple —(xxi 22-27.)

21.—~There shall be no more curse.—
(xxii. 8-5.)

22.—Behold I come quickly.—(xxii. 12-14.)

23.—The Spirit and the bride say come.—
(xxii. 17.)
RevERENCE TaBLET, No. 7,

THE BIBLE.

The Bible is the best bymn book ever
published ; the best prayer book ever com-
piled; the finest book of politics in the
world ; the richest will and testament ever
put on parchment; the most sure word of
prophecy extant ; the safest guide book
ever printed ; the only represemtative of
infallibility on earth ; the only unerring
standard of truth in existence ; the most
accurate book of history ever issued;
the most uncompromising publication
known ; the best book of fashion and
etiquette ever seen; the most: perfect book
of morals ever read ; the sublimest book
of poetry ever composed ; the truest book
of destiny ever conceived; the most profit-
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able daily reading book ever written ; the
most practical book ever bound ; the most
delightful book ever dreamt of ; the most
excelsior school book ever designed; the
best servant’s friend ever purchased; the
most profound book of law ever penned ;
the most edifying book of lectures ever
bought ; the most usefal pocket book ever
carried ; the most valnable present tha’ can
be made ; the best newspaper ever folded ;
the most enlightening book of science ever
perused ; the choicest book of philosophy
ever invented ; the best sword ever brand-
ished ; the infidel's direst ememy ; the
mortal foe of every form of superstition
and priesteraft; the sworn adversary of
all unrighteousness and corruption ; the
only inspired revelation of the mind and
purpose of God; the only satisfactory
explication of the phenomena of existence,
sin, and death ; the only divinely revealed
way out of the grave; the only reliable
key to the political situation; the only
correct solution of human affairs; the
only book that can declare the end from the
beginning ; the only book that can make
wise to salvation 5 the only programme of
events for a thousand years to come ; the
only glad tidings that can purify the heart,
revolutionise the mind, and make ready a
people for the coming of the Lord.

Rererence TasLeT, No. 8.
Spray from the Water of Life.
The beginning of the kingdom of God
is the end of the kingdom of men.—
(Rev. ii. 15.)

The realization of immortality is con-
tingent upon the abolition of death.—
(2 Tim. i. 10.)

Believers of the apostles’ doctrine look
for the “apocalupsis of Jesus Christ,”
(1 Peter i. 13); the “anastasis of the
dead,” (Acts xxiii. 6); and the “ apokatas-
tasis of all things.”” (Acts iii 21.)

He who would rule in the kingdom of
God, must first rule in his own heart and
then in his own house.—(Prov. xvi. 32;
1 Tim. iii. 12.)

The truth only can make men right
either in their head or heart.

He who would gain the world and lose
his life. is a fool.

Jesus Christ was not set forth that we
might admire him merely, but that we
might imitate him.

God is gracious to the contrite, but He is
angry with the wicked every day.

He who is first to love is like God, who
first loved us.

If Christ has acted the part of the Good
Samaritan toward us, it is that we may
* go and do likewise.”

None can buy a place in the kingdom of
God or givean equivalent for Eternal Life.
. Christ died for us that we might live for

im.

God is better than a father to us, or we
could never be saved.

Christ has done more for his brethren
than ever we can do for ours.

Herein is the love of Christ; he became
poor that we through his poverty might
be made rich,

SUNDAY MORNING AT THE OHRISTADELPHIAN SYNAGOGUE,
BIRMINGHAM, No. 34,

« Ezhort one another daily.”’~—PAUL.

THE longer we live,the more do we see the
wisdom of Christ in having required his
brethren and sisters to come together once
a week, to break bread in remembrance of
him. There is nothing in the life we have
to live during the six days of the week, to
remind us of him. Everything tends in
the opposite direction. If we were to be
guided only by what we see and hear, we
should conclude there never had been such

& man, and that therefore there were not
in store for us any of those great things
which the truth teaches us to look for in
association with his blessed name. Let us
not be unduly depressed by this delusion
of the senses. What is trne of Christ in
this respect is true of everything else.
We should never know, in the daily walks
of life, that there ever had been such a
man as Napoleon; yet no; one doubts that
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there was such & man. It is precisely
becanse there is nothing in ordinary ex-
perience to remind us of Christ that Christ
has made this special appointment. The
purpose is expressed in these words of his:
¢ Do this in remembrance of me.”’ It is
a very agreeable thing to be reminded of
him. In one sense, it is the only agreeable
thing; for in all other directions, tracing
things to their end, there is nothing but
blighted hopes, darkened prospects, the
dreary ending of a vain life in the
grave. Paul puts Christ no higher
than we ought to put him when
he says: “In him are hid all the
treasures.of wisdom and knowledge,” and
he gives a caution that is not unnecessary,
when he adds “ This I say, lest any man
should beguile you with enticing words:
* * * * Beware lest any man
spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the rudiments of the world
and not after Christ.” He puts Christ
and the philosophy of his day in juxta.
position. They were antagonistic the one
to the other, and it is no less so now.
Philosophy teaches that a future existence
is an affair of ¢virtue,” the natuoral
offspring of a “moral” course. The
doctrine of Christ teaches that, without
him, there cau be no future existence; that
it is a special manifestation through him
alone; and that all without Christ are
without hope and without God in the
world. This puts Chriss very high, but
no higher than Paul puts him, and no
higher than Christ asks us to put him,
when he insists on being the supreme
object of our affections. We well know
the position he occupied in the minds of
the disciples when on earth; they had
no higher object. We know that all men
look up to anyone whom they accept as
their captain, with very great interest.
Whether it be in politics or military
matters, the head man, the captain, in
whon trust is reposed, is the great object
of regard. Fealty to him in such cases is,
as it were, the test of membership;
submission to the common head, the first
condition of the organization. We know

that the very first idea of the army is
obedience. Now we have a captain. We
have a head, a leader, a Lord, and a
Master. We have not seen him, yet we
know he lives. We have not chosen him;
he has chosen us. So he said to the twelve
immediately around him; and if he could
say so to them, how much more to us, who
have been selected in a much more in-
direct way; who never would have known
of him but for the voice of invitation
coming to us through the channels of his
own appointment. In the natural order of
things (that is, if Christ had not appeared
and sent out a call to all willing men
to become his) we should have been
occupied like the Gentiles around, with
mere questions of eating and drinking,
and being comfortable and merry in this
mortality, indulging in Pagan dreams of
futurity, doomed to eternal disappoint-
ment. We, therefore, realize this idea
that this captain differs from othér
captains, in that he himself makes his own
election, It is mot as if his people were
a political party, looking round and
choosing the man that happens to suit
them best. The movement proceeds from
him. He has sent out agents (his apostles)
for the purpose of creating a party for
himself, and the party so created differs
very much from all other parties that ever
surrounded a leader. It is called to a
much closer relation to the captain than in
worldly parties. Personal loyalty is
exacted in the highest degree, and is
returned by the captain (as we shall see at
his coming) in a far higher form than the
affection ever conceived by mortal leader
for his partizans. As to the first, the rule
of the service is * Whosoever he be of
you that forsaketh not all that he hath,
he cannot be my disciple.’” As to the
second, he has laid down his life for his
friends; and has promised that when all
shall bave proved their faithfulness, he
will “make them sit down to meat, and
will come forth and serve them.’ And
what does this making them sit down to
meat involve? The most a human leader
can do for his supporters, is to distribute






