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*' He f Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father) ;
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN."—(Heb. ii. 11.)

" For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of THE
SONS OF GOD."—(Rom. viii. 19.)

No. 79. JANUARY, 1871. Vol. VIII.

THE APOSTAOY UNVEILED:

A DEBATE BETWEEN DB. THOMAS AND A PRESBYTERIAN CLERGYMAN,

THIRTY-THREE YEARS AGO, ON THE LEADING DOCTEINES OF CHRISTENDOM

IN RELATION TO BIBLE TRUTH.

DOCTOR THOMAS.—My opponent has told us of a certain warning which
he received from his friends. In reply, I would beg leave to say, that in
the remarks made by me, I had no intention whatever of attacking him
in any other way than as a member of an order of men, who assume to
themselves the attributes of ambassadors of Jesus Christ. If he in
common with his order claim such high prerogatives, he must expect to
have his pretensions canvassed by that public to whom he professes to he
sent of God. As to personal attack, he is the last man that ought to
complain, after the vituperation of which he has made me the
subject as an Englishman, and a foreigner who has come over here to
revile the religions of the country. But, my friends, how puerile is the
clamour he has raised against my revilings, as he is pleased to term
them ! He would insinuate a marked insult on my part to Americans,
because I speak of their religions according to my convictions ; and why
does he make this insinuation? I will tell you—in order that he may
excite your prejudices as Americans against me. But, my friends,
suppose it be granted, for argument's sake, that I do revile them, is it
foreigners only that are guilty of this offence? Are there not thousands
in this country, all native-born, who do the same thing ? Do not
Americans revile Americans in this particular ? It is of Americans, and



THE AP08TACY UNVKILED.

not of Englishmen, that he ought to complain in this respect; for my
countrymen are the few ; it is the native citizens of these States who are
the many in the attack and rejection of the religions of this country as
mere modifications of the great Apostacy. But, my friends, we deny the
charge of reviling. We do not consider, that to contend earnestly for
the faith, as it is written in the sacred word, and to speak of all versions
of the faith as they are spoken of on the pages of history and revelation,
is reviling. Surely, it is not reviling to speak the truth in defence of
truth, and in the subversion of everything which opposes it Michael
did not bring any reviling accusation against the devil, neither do we
against our opponents. But how absurd is it to charge me with reviling
the religions of America as specially belonging to the soil. If I oppose
the ecclesiastical system of this country, in doing so, I equally oppose
those of my native island. What is Presbyterianism here, but the
religion of Scotland Transatlanticized ? Or Episcopalianism, but the
religion of England and Ireland imported hither ? In short, the
ecclesiastical system of America is neither more nor less than an epitome
of that of Europe. It is Sectarianism established by law. But further-
more, it is not true that I came over from England to teach you illiterate
Americans, as my friend says. When I left England I belonged to no
church. I had been sprinkled in infancy, at least, so my parents tell
me, and I have no reason to doubt their word ; but as far as I was
concerned, who, in the affair of baptism, ought certainly to have been
consulted first (at least, common sense tells me so, though orthodoxy
denies it), I knew nothing about it, and could by no means help it. But
I say I was not a Sectarian ; for of Sectarianism Ϊ washed my hands,
and left it behind in England. When, therefore, I landed on these
shores, I neither professed nor taught the Christian religion. It was in
America that I became a Christian ; it was by a native born American
that my attention was first directed to the truth ; it was he who was the
instrument in enlightening me ; and gratitude demands, that in return, I
should labour to enlighten you. I conclude, therefore, that the object of
my emigration from England was * not to teach you illiterate Americans;
but even if it were, I ought, on that account, rather to be the subject
of my opponent's praise than censure; for it would have been emigrating
in the true spirit of ' Missionary enterprise ;' and I am pursuaded, if an
American were to sail for England with a like intention, he would be
received courteously and without insult.

I make no complaint of Mr. Watt's personalities. He is at liberty, as
far as I am concerned, to declaim as much as he pleases upon my
nativity and so forth. You will, I am pursuaded, be able to discriminate
between declamation and argument. I have given him full license to be
as severe as he chooses, and as I told him before the debate began, I
should not spare what I considered mere versions of the religion of
Christ, or words to that effect I shall only add, in addition to what I
have already submitted to you, in relation to prejudice based upon the
nativity of individuals, and the nations to which they may have belonged,
that the bad feeling subsisting on that account is, for the most part, to be
attributed to the Governments of the nations, rather than to the people
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themselves. In relation to God and the best interests of mankind,
human governments, though necessary as society is now constituted,
are in truth a nuisance. It is God alone whose right it is to rule over
men ; and if men would acknowledge that right, and agree to obey Him,
such governments as now exist would be superfluous.

One would suppose, from the contemptuous manner in which my
opponent speaks of what he is pleased to term ' Baptismal Eegeneration/
that there was no such thing in the Confession of Faith, which may be
very properly styled the Presbyterian Bible. Kegeneration by baptism,
he assures us, ' has always been the doctrine of those who have the form
of godliness, but not the power.' If so, then we must conclude, that
Presbyterianism is a formal and powerless system, as far as godliness is
concerned Let us hear what the confession saith in chapter xxviii.—
* Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ,
not only for the solemn admission of the party baptised into the visible
church, but also to be unto him a sign and seal of the covenant of grace ;
of his ingrafting into Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins, and of
his giving up unto God, &c.'—Here, then, the Westminster Assembly of
the Presbyterian Divines declares the baptismal regeneration is a part of
Ecclesiastical Orthodoxy ; for they tell us that the mark of regeneration
is baptism; in other words, that baptism is a sign and seal of re-
generation ; and to prove it, they quote Titus iii. 5. 'He saved us by
the washing of regeneration (Baptism), and renewing of the Holy Ghost/
and to demonstrate that it is also a sign and seal of remission of sins,
they cite Actsii.38, a passage which some term Campbellism. But what
is this sign and seal of Presbyterian Eegeneration ? Why the Confession
tells us, that * the outward element is water; ' that it is necessary to the
ordinance, that it should be administered ' by a minister of the gospel,
lawfully called thereunto ;' that the water ' is rightly administered by
pouring, or sprinkling ;' and the subject may be either a professor, or the
* infant of one or both believing parents.' So that according to
Presbyterianism, there is such an anomaly in the Christian Eeligion as
a baptismally regenerated infant. Infant Regeneration, then, is a dogma
of Presbyterianism ! A regenerated infant implies that there are such
things as unregenerate infants. The former, the worldy-wise men of
Westminster term ' Elect Infants ; ' the latter are therefore non-elect,
and by their master Calvin, are said to · bring their damnation with
them from their mothers' womb.' Now, what does the Confession mean
by damnation ? It means the punishment of sin ; but have infants
sinned ? Yes, say the Divines, they have ; and this is their speculation.
'Our first parents being seduced by the subtlety of Satan, sinned in eating
of the forbidden fruit. * * * By this sin, they became wholly defiled in
all the faculties and parts of soul and body. They being the root of all
mankind, the guilt of this was imputed, and the same death in sin
and corrupted nature conveyed to all their posterity, descending from
them by ordinary generation. * * * Every sin, both original (the imputed
sin) and actual, being a transgression of the righteous law of God, and
contrary thereunto, doth in its own nature bring guilt upon the sinner,
(infant or adult,) whereby he is bound over to the wrath of God, and
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curse of the law, and so made subject to death, with all miseries,
spiritual, temporal and eternal.'—Chap. vi. Hence the damnation of thf
Non-Elect or Un-regenerate Infants consists of ' death with all miserie,
spiritual, temporal and eternal.' And to this agrees the doctrine of the
Founder of Presbyterianism, w^o says,—' And so even infants bring
their damnation with them, from their mother's womb; for although they
have not yet produced the fruits of their iniquity, they have the seed of it
enclosed within them. Nay, their whole nature is as it were, a seed of
sin; so that it cannot be otherwise than odious and abominable to
God.'—Calvin's Institutes li. iv. c. 15, 10. Again he says, ' Infants
before being born to the light, are liable to eternal death.' And again,
Piscator says, * Keprobates are absolutely ordained to this two-fold
end : to undergo everlasting punishment, and necessarily to sin, and
therefore, to sin, that they might be justly punished.'

According to this doctrine, then, all infants are born into the world,
not only unregenerate, but ' liable to all the miseries of this life, to death
itself, and to the pains of hell for ever.' (Shorter Cat. Ans. to Quest.
19); because, they are human, and therefore Odious and abominable
to God.' This is the doctrine of the religion of Messrs. Calvin and
Knox, established in Scotland, as the National faith, and temporarily
enacted as a part of the Ecclesiastical System of England, by the
representatives of the People.

But how does the Confession of Faith propose to save these poor
innocents from ' the pains of hell for ever'? '—By regenerating them.
And how does it regenerate them ? Hear it!—* Elect Infants, dying in
infancy, are regenerated and saved by Christ, through the Spirit.—So
also are all other elect persons, who are incapable of being outwardly
called by the ministry of the word.'—(Chapt. x. iii.) And what is the
sign and seal of this ? Baptism says the Confession.—But if they should
not be sprinkled, what then ?—Ο nothing ! They would, if elect, only
die without the sign and seal; for says the Confession, ' although it be
a great sin to contemn, or neglect this ordinance, yet grace and salvation
are not so inseparably annexed unto it, as that no person can be
regenerated or saved without it.'—(Ch. xxviii. 5.) Hence, then, the elect
may be saved out of the Church, to assert which, it teaches us is very
pernicious and to be detested. If, then, the elect will be saved, do what
they may, what use is there of religion at all ?—Reason, says none ; but
orthodoxy maintains the contrary; for, if there were no * outward
ordinances ' as it terms the institutions of religion, there would be no
need of priests, clergymen, or divines ; which would be very deplorable,
for then * Othello's occupation would be gone!'

But what becomes of the non-elect infants, who, according to John
Calvin, the great Presbyterian Authority, ' bring their damnation with
them into the world from their mother's womb ?'—The confession says,
that ' others not elected, cannot be saved." What then? Why when
they die, they become the subjects of the pains of hell for ever !

Now my friends, read this orthodox Confession of Faith for yourselves.
It is acknowledged at this day as ' The Confession of Faith of the Pres-
byterian Church, in the United States of America ' It openly publishes
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to the world a Baptismal Regeneration. Infant Regeneration, Infantile
Election, Infantile Reprobation, and the Damnation of Infants to the
pains of hell for ever. According to my opponent, therefore, his Church
is a formal, but powerless system of Godliness

I would now address myself to the maternal portion of my audience.
An appeal has been made to your parentalism by my clerical friend ; I
also have to make my appeal, not to passion, however, but to reason. He
has talked to you about your ' beautiful Infants,' and so forth ; but why
did he not tell you that his church had consigned some of them to the
pains of hell for ever ? No, this would not have answered his purpose ;
to have told you this, would have been to have fixed the stigma of an
execrable barbarity upon his own ecclesiastical system. His aim was
to rouse your maternal feelings, and to direct the current of their
bitterness against me. You have heard the doctrine of his church, and I
am sure you must have been horror-struck at the detail. In my
judgment, none but the ferocious and dark spirit of a man^ who could
burn his opponent at the stake for a difference of opinion, could have
originated such fiendish dogmata. Your desire is; that your infants
should be happy, and that you should meet them in heaven. This is
very well, and natural enough. But you do not reflect, that infants
are unconscious of happiness. We have all been infants once ; but do
any of us remember the pleasurable emotions of our infantile age?
What intellectual enjoyments had we then? None! If conscious of
anything, it was the present and transient consciousness of animal
appetite. When hungry, we cried ; when satisfied, we slept, and were at
ease. To have died then, would have been an end to us of hunger,
thirst, and pain. We should have been at rest; and if happiness consist
in the absence of uneasy sensations,we should have been perfectly happy.
And you wish, likewise, to meet them in heaven. Well, if for argument's
sake, we grant that they go to heaven as soon as they die, it depends
upon yourselves, and not upon my views, or anybody else's, that your
desires be fulfilled ; for unless you believe and obey the gospel, you will
never meet them there. When your infants die, then, my friends, weep
not for them, but for yourselves. For whether they go to heaven or not,
will never add to or diminish their enjoyments ; for no one can enjoy,
infants or adults, more than they have faculties to appreciate. To add
to their faculties after death, would be to create new and different beings,
unconscious of evei*ything antecedent to observation; so that when you
met, if ever you did, you would neither of you know the other, and,
therefore, would derive no gratification from such a source.

My opponent swelled greatly, when he sounded in your ears, that I
had consigned your infants to what he calls the Damnation of Annihila-
tion. He affected to be greatly shocked at the idea contained in that
full-mouthed expression. How can we believe that his sympathy with
your maternalism was anything but affected, while his own church
subjects all non-elect, or reprobated infants, to the pains of hell for ever?
You can patronize religions and teachers of religions, my friends, who
can hold and propagate, in their confessions, such monstrous absurdities
and barbarisms as these; but you are up in arms against the man who
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ventures to tell you what he believes the Scriptures teach in opposition
to these traditions ! How is this ? It is owing to a radical defect in the
nature of man, which induces him almost universally to prefer the
darkness of error to the splendour and brilliancy of the truth. Dismiss
then, from your minds, all prejudices which may have been excited in
them, by the phrase of my opponent. His creed represents the Deity
as hating the innocent works of His own hands ; mine exhibits Him as
acting in conformity to the purest sentiments of philanthropy, but with-
out doing violence to his own appointments ; his sets Him forth as a
Being, vengeful, passionate, inconstant, and unjust; mine, as.a God of
Love, who takes no pleasure in the death of a sinner, much less in the
torture of innocents: his, consigns non-elect infants to eternal life in
torment; whereas, mine teaches me, that infants are born intellectually
and morally unconscious, they live equally unconscious for a time, and if
they die in infancy, they die unconscious of dissolution, and totally un-
conscious they remain. The question as to infants, when stripped of
the speculations of priests, is simply one of mortality or immortality, and
not of salvation, or damnation to hell.

But why do the clergy make so much ado about infants ? I will tell
you; they know well the sympathy existing between mothers and
infants ; to persuade the ladies that their infants were liable to the pains
of hell for ever, was a sure way to get them to put their offspring under
priestly tutelage; they sprinkle them as a sign that they are regenerated and
therefore elect; this satisfies the mother, and she blesses the holy man.
Having thus secured the ladies, by them they control the men ; next
comes the purse and then the sword, by which they rule the world.
This order of things, however, is now considerably broken up ; never, we
trust, to be re-established

ΠΓΤΕΒΡΒΕΤΔΤΙΟΪΓΒ BEING VEEIHED.

THE verification of Dr. Thomas's interpretations of prophecy, as
shadowed forth in the preface to fourth edition of Elpis Israel, is so
remarkable, as to justify the reproduction here of the principal part of
the said preface, which is as follows :—

"Theauthor has found no reason to changehisview of Ezekiel'sprophecy
of Gog and Magog in its application to Russia and Germany. The
recent development of Prussia there is doubtless the precursor of Eussian
ascendancy in Europe and the East. A writer npwards of fifty years
ago, gleaned from Bochart's Researches into Sacred Geography, and
the writings of Major Rennel and others, the information identifying
Ezekiel's names with modern countries of Europe and Asia. This the
author transferred to these pages for the reader's benefit. In his acknow-
ment of this fact, on page 335, he did not name the compiler; because
the point which was original with him, which was the absurd application
of what he had gleaned to the first Napoleon, in his invasion of Russia
and signal overthrow there, the author of Elpis Israel altogether denied.
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It would have been unnecessary to allude to this, but that cavillers of
the meaner sort have busied themselves over the omission.

And here might be concluded the preface to this edition, which,
with its predecessors, will have put this generation in possession of
thirty-three hundred copies of the work. But then, seeing that the
marvellous character of the times was the occasion of the existence of
Elpis Israel, how could the author send forth this revise without inviting
the attention of the reader again to the still more extraordinary times
of 1866? Ever since 1821, when "that determined" began to be
"poured out upon the Desolator" of the Holy Land, the Signs of the
approach of THE " Houii OF JUDGMENT " have been accumulating " in
all the Habitable." The principal signs may be enumerated as, first,
the drying-up of the Uphratean, or Ottoman Power ; next, the operation
of the Frog, or French Power, in its development of the EASTERN and
ROMAN QUESTIONS : and thirdly, the notable fact, that the first gun
announcing the outbreak of the American Civil War, was exactly 2,400
years from the death of Daniel in the third of Cyrus, B.C. 540.—(Dan.
viii. 14 ; x. 1; i. 21; Rev. xvi. 12—14 ) The Frog Power put down
the Roman Republic ; and planted itself in Rome as a guard to the
Pope, and as "the Eldest Daughter of the Revolution." By its policy
operating upon the Dragon-Power of Constantinople, it developed the
Crimean War and the consequents ; and in 1859, it stirred up the Two-
Horned Beast of the earth to make war against Sardinia, which it
strengthened by its alliance, and the promise of a united Italy, from the
Alps to the Adriatic, and Rome for the Capital." This programme is
fatal to the POPEDOM ; a little pontifical principality of 17,050 square
miles, with 2,600,000 inhabitants, lying between Austrian-Italy and the
Kingdom of Naples. The result of that war put Sardinia into possession
of Lombardy, the Italian Duchies and Naples ; but leaving to Austria,
Venetia and the Quadrilateral; and to the Pope, Rome and a diminished
territory.

Such was the state of affairs at the outbreak of the Prusso-Italian war
against Austria, in June, 1866. In the preface to the third edition, the
author says, " EzekieVs prophecy seems clearly to require the extinction
of Austrian ascendancy : " and on page 335, speaking of " the Revolution,"
as the Pope terms his Mazzinian and Garibaldian foes, he says, " they
are repressed for the moment; but things are progressing in such a
direction as to bring the power of the Democracy to bear against Austria
and Rome, perhaps through France and Prussia." These results have
been recently signally established. Austrian ascendancy has been ex-
tinguished through the countenance and co-operation of France and
Prussia accorded to the Revolutionary antagonists of the Austro-Papal
dominion in Italy. The late short, sharp, and decisive war, bv wrestling
Venetia and the Quadrilateral from Austria, has insulated the Popedom
from its ally ; and left it in the hands of the two revolutionary powers
of France and Italy. Between these a convention exists, by which it is
arranged that France shall withdraw her army of occupation from Rome,
two years after the removal of the Italian Government from Turin, to
Florence ; so that in the words of the Journal des Debats (Oct. 7) " it is



ΓΪf»e Christadelphi5fn,·
INTERPRETATIONS BEING VERIFIED. [ Jan.1; 1871.

certain that, on the 15th of December, 1866, the Pope will be alone in
the presence of his subjects, without any foreign interposition,"

Now it is not difficult to conceive the fate of " the God of the earth's "
dominion when left to the tender mercies of his priest-hating and
revolutionary Komans. The Papal " Image of the Beast " is intensely
disgusting to all in Rome, save those " hateful and unclean birds "
which gorge themselves with the rotten flesh of the body politic. Even
these Spiritual merchants themselves perceive that the crisis of their
imposture is upon them; and that no mercy is to be expected from
" the earth" to which the humiliation of Austria has given for the time
full and absolute control of the Pope and his dominion. The sentence
upon this, is one of the decrees of Deity. Nearly eighteen hundred
years ago it was placed on record, that the enemies of Rome, " shall
hate the harlot (' that Great City that reigneth over the kings of the
earth') and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh,
and burn her with fire : for the Deity hath put in their hearts to fulfil
His will."—(Rev. xvii. 16, 18.) The earnest of what is coming upon
the Papacy is seen in the confiscation of all its possessions in Italy, by
act of Parliament, to the amount of One hundred millions of dollars.
This is eating the flesh of Papal Rome, and making her desolate and
naked: and when the operation is extended to the States of the Church,
the Pope will have become what he was originally, under the Seventh
head of the Beast, the Gothic Kings of Rome and Italy, a mere " False
Prophet," subject to the civil power.

The best testimony to the extremity to which " the god of the earth"
is reduced, is that of his own worshippers. In reference to this, Cardinal
Cullen, Archbishop of Dublin, in his address to his clergy, says, " the
spirit of revolution is triumphant in those states which have heretofore
supported the Pope. Austria, the last of his supporters, is now almost
completely ruined, and the Emperor of the French holds the hands of
his friends, while his enemies are stripping him of everything he has.
The Ernperor is about to leave him at the mercy of the Italians, who
are distinguished by the fiercest hatred to everything Catholic."

The Catholic organ, styled Le Monde, says, " we cannot see indeed
what is to prevent the Italian Revolution from ascending the CapitoL
France abandons Rome. Austria makes advances to King Victor
Emmanuel; all the Catholic powers become more and more entangled in
revolutionary embarrassment under the pretext of escaping from the em-
barrassment of the Roman Question Christian princes seem more
disposed to ally themselves with the Revolution, than to rise in defence
of the Eloly Father of the Catholic Church. Rome, for one reason or
other, is really abandoned by men."

Thus the Ecclesiastical Sin-Power, which Paul said would " exalt
itself above everything called god/' finds that the day of his exaltation,
or sovereignty, is about to close. Though he has two hundred millions
of worshippers in all the earth, they perceive that there is no human
power at hand, to save him from perdition. Thus, in the year of grace
1800, he stands confessed before the world as the " MAN OF SLN, THE
•SON Ob1 rv.KDrnox." His children declare, that prayer to heaven, and
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miracle, are his only resource ! All Catholics were called upon by Cardinal
Cull en and his bishops, to pray simultaneously on September 9th, for the
Pontiff in his present distressing situation. That they expect deliverance
for him in answer to their prayers, and that, too, by divine miracle, is
evident from the words of the popish Archbishop of Westminster, who
says "how the deliverance will be accomplished I cannot say, but what I
say, is, that the dark cloud, which at this moment hangs over the Eternal
City, will be swept away and replaced by the splendour of the Divine
Presence ! "

Such is the case of " His Holiness," viewed from the standpoint of his
own friends and worshippers. But, as they confess, " the ways of Provi-
dence are unknown " to them They know not that these ways are the
subject of revelation. Therein the Diety has made known, that the LION
MOUTH of the European Sisterhood of States, which is the Roman Pontifi-
cate, was granted aHthority to practise—εξονσια ποιησαι—forty-two months—*
(Uev. xiii, 5.) 1 his is the time, symbolically expressed, of its licence to
practise state craft. The license was under providence, granted to the
Latin Church in Rome by the Dragon Power of Constantinople, which,
then had imperial authority over the Seven Hilled City; for so it is
written, " the Dragon gave power to the Beast/' and in so doing, gave to
the Leo Babylonian Mouth of the Beast " his power, and his throne (Old
Home) and great authority.

The imperial successor of Constantine in Constantinople, granted said
Italian bishop his license to practise, without limitation of time or
authority. He made him universal arbiter in all spiritual affairs; so that
all " t h e saints of the Most H i g h " within the limits of " Christendom,"
so called, were, by said license, "given into his hand" uoder the name
of " HEKETICS," with whom it was declared, " n o faith is to be kept."—
(Dan. vii. 2 5 ; Rev. xiii. 7.) But, though "heret ics" were placed
imperially at his disposal for ever, Providence did not endorse this illimit-
able disposition of them. They were not to be trampled under foot for
ever; but only till the manifestation of what the Archbishop of
Westminster terms, " the splendor of the Divine Presence ; " and styled
by a better authority than he, namely, Daniel, " T H E COMING OF THE
ANCIENT OF DAYS." Providence endorsed the imperial license for the
Babylonian Lion-Mouth to practise iniquity and blasphemy only for the
period allotted to the downtreading of the Saints. His practising, and
their downtreading, are concurrent periods. They begin and end at the
same time; so that the fall oi the Popedom is the epoch of the rise of the
Saints.

Now, it is this remarkable arrangement of Providence that invests the
fall of the Pope's dominion with so much significance and importance.
To the non-catholic world, it is a satisfaction to behold the ruin of the old
enemy, who, in the day of his power, used to feed the fires of his Inquis-
ition with the heretical fat of his opponents; but beyond this, the fall of
the Popedom is of no more significance to thfm, than the annexation of the
little kingdom of Hanover to Prussia. But to the reader of Elpis Israel,
if he be one of : the Saints of the Most High," it is a sign of inexpressible
interest. It reminds him that the manifestation of the Divine Presence
is approaching; not, however, to sweep away the dark eloud that overhangs
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the Eternal City; but to increase its blackness ; and to bring " the time
of the dead that they should be judged; " and to give authority to them
whom he may approve, to " execute the judgment written " against them
" who destroy the earth."

The evacuation of the States of the Church by the French army of
occupation will be nearly 1260 years from the promulgation of the decree
of Phocas, confirming the bishop of the Catholic apostacy in Rome, High
Priest of his dominion. If i'hese years were expressed in months, the
expression would be exactly that found in Rev. xi. 2, and xiii. 5 ; that is,
" forty-two months." Is there nothing in this ? See what took place
exactly 1260 years after Justinian's orginal appointment of him to the
Pontificate, A.D. 533. This epoch was signalised by the fall of the French
Monarchy ; the resurrection of the democratic enemies of the Papacy and
its superstitions ; their ascension to power; and their castigation of the
kings and priests of the catholic world. This democratic power is what the
Pope and his worshippers now style " THE REVOLUTION." In the 18th
century it abolished the Romish superstition in France; and in the early
years of the 19th, it filled the Pope's kingdom with darkness ; and carried
him off into captivity (Rev. xiii 10 ; xvi. 10); so that " great fear falls
upon all them who " being the children of " His Holiness," behold it.
But there is approaching a resurrection, and an ascension to power, of a
more formidable and terrific class of agents than those of the Revolution—
more terrible, because almighty and invincible. " But who may abide the day
of His coming ? And who shall stand when H E appeareth ? For He is
like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap."—(Mai. iii. 2.)

But after the fall of the Popedom, to be no more restored, and before
Christ's presence on earth is announced to the nations, ROME, the Capital of
an United Italy, will once more become Queen of the Italian peninsula. A
future of great glory and splendour will illude the hearts of her emancipated
citizens. Being the throne of a politically regenerated and independent
nation, she will " say in her heart, I sit queen, and am not a widow ; and
sorrow I shall not see." Thus she will glorify herself with flatteries, when
no longer the throne of a petty priestly principality, governed by thieves,
hypocrites and impostors; but the Queen City of the Seven Hills, ruling
the whole country, from the Alps to the Adriatic. But while contempla-
ting this bright and glorious future, undimned by sorrow, and unbereft by
widowhood, Christ will be in the world, and his Brethren whom he will
have chosen, ready to execute the judgment written" in Rev. xviii.
Because, therefore, of what she saith in her heart, " shall her plagues come
in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly
burned with fire ; for strong is Yahweh Elohim that judgeth her."—(ver. 8.)

Such is the Roman Question, the great sign of these times and its settle-
ment; when the King of Italy and his Roman Bishop, with all their
officials, whoever they may be, go surging down like Sodom, into the
volcanic depths below.—(Verse 21.) Such is the divine vengeance to
which she is hastening ; because by her sorceries she has deceived all the
nations; " and in her is found the blood of the prophets and of saints,
and of all that were slain upon the earth."—(verse 23, 24.) Blessed is he
that watcheth ; for the time is at hand. November 1, 1866.
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AN ENEMY'S TESTIMONY.

B. WILSON, of Geneva, Illinois, now edit-
ing an anti-Christadelphian paper in
Chicago, writing to the Author of Elpis
Israel, under date of Oct. 24th, 1851, says,
" I have read it through once, though
rather rapidly, and am giving it a careful
reading. I find Elpis Israel to be an
instructive, useful, and interesting work -
in fact, A KEY to unlock the Mysteries of
the Kingdom of God; and which seems to
be absolutely neeess-uy to a proper under-
standing of the Scriptures. The Herald
is a welcome visitor, especially of late; the
brethren are edified with the things new
and old., which appear in its pa^es. I
esteem each number of more value than
volumes of sectarian theology."

" ORTHODOX " TESTIMONY TO
EUREKA,

Eockford, Oct, \st, 1862.
I have read with much interest, and am

reperusing with a better understanding,
your author, John Thomas, and can say
with the title of the book, *' Eureka."—
That is, I have found it to be a remarkable
production, and can heartily subscribe to
most, if not all, of the writer's views and
sentiments, in regard to the condition of
the churches, as set forth in his interpreta-
tion of tke Apocalypse. I confess that I
bad not before understood what the '· Spirit
saith to the Seven Churches of Asia," as
being, not only a statement of the then
spiritual condition of those churches, but
also a fac-simile of the progressive steps of
declension and apostacy of the so-called
Christian Churches, from the apostolic
times down to the end of the world, which
I am now inclined to believe.

Though I can see no particular objection
to the author's ideas concerning the soul
being the blood, the life, and consequently
mortal, as well as the fleshly body, yet
there is a distinction, everywhere made in
the Bible, between soul, body and spirit
And while we may admit the" mortality of
both the former, the immortality or indes-
tructibility of the latter, the spirit, in a
literal sense, is not shaken or at all affected
by such admission. Ii this be true, there
must inevitably, as it seems to me, be con-
sciousness of the spirit somewhere between
death and the resurrection.

The negative of this proposition the
author plainly intimates all through his
work, though he does not, as I recollect,
deny the fact in so many words. I was in
hopes to have found him more explicit and
full on this branch of the subject before I
got through the book. .
There were many other questions that
occurred to my mind; one was the person-
ality of the devil, which he dwelt upon
pretty fully, and by the way, was the best
'· heterodox" view I ever saw on his Satanie
Majesty, and may be correct.

I am highly pleased and instructed with
the work as a whole; it is an independent
interpretation of the original text, and is a
learned and elaborate exegesis of that
portion of the Book of Revelation consid-
ered by the author.

All the commentaries or expositions I
have heretofore examined on the subject,
have §< darkened counsel with words with-
out knowledge," and have been dry and
uninteresting—a confusion of ideas, or
rather confusion for want of intelligible
ideas; and it has been a dragging business
to plod through them; and I have always
felt relieved of an irksome task, when I
turned the last leai. Not so with this
work. I read it with interest from begin-
ning to end, and regretted when 1 came to
the last page, that there was not more of
it. Would you not consent, for compensa-
tion, to let me retain the copy you so
kindly loaned me to read ? I would like
very much to add it to ray library. If not
I will seek an opportunity to return it
before long.

Yours respectfully, W. F. PARRISH.

The above is a copy of a letter written
to one who had lent Eureka to Mr. Parrish,
which copy was sent to the author uf the
work, who, in looking over some old papers,
exhumed it a few days ago. As it has
never before been published, it may not be
amiss at this crisis to let it see the light,
in the pages of the Christadelphian. If
the people of this generation were wise,
they would move heaven and earth to un-
derstand the Apocalypse. With Eureka
within their reach, there is no excuse for
remaining in ignorance, and falling short
of the blessedness promised to those who
read, understand, and keep the words of
the prophecy.—(Rev. i. 3.) The signs of
times of wonder can only be discerned by
" the wise; " and none can become wise
who neglect instruction. Not fools, but
" the wise shall inherit glory."—J.T.
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THE DRIED-UP STATE OF THE

POLITICAL EUPHRATES.

" GOVERNMENT upon wrong principles has
been the bane of the empire. Turkish
industry has, in consequence, been well-
nigh extinguished. As we learn from a
recent report by Mr. Barron, at Constanti-
nople, the varied manufactures which fully
supplied the consumption oi ihe empire and
of neighbouring countries, have rapidly
declined. The steel manufactories of
Damascus no longer exist; the muslin
looms of Scutari and Tirnova, which in
1812 numbered 2,000, are reduced to less
than 200 spindles; the silk looms of Salon-
ica, numbering 25 to 28 in 1847, have
fallen to 18; Broussa and Diarbekir, once
so renowned for their velvets, satins and
silks, do not now produce a tenth part of
what they yielded forty years ago. Bagdad
was once the centre of very flourishing
trades, especially calico-printing, tanning
and preparing leather, pottery, and jewel-
lery. Aleppo was famous for its manufac-
tures of gold thread, of cotton tissues, silk
and gold, and nankeen stuffs. These once

occupied more than 40,000 looms, which
are now reduced to about 5,000."—Globe,
Oct. 21st.

THE JEWS.

As a proof of the honourable tenacity with
which " our Israelitish Brethren," notwith-
standing their money-getting propensities,
and the cruel persecutions to which they
have been subjected, cling to the customs
of their forefathers, the following state-
ment is made, in the Atlantic Monthly, in
October of the present year—1870.

Reckoning their own Sabbaths and Fes-
tivals, and the Sundays and saints' days of
so-called Christendom, the Jews in Catholic
countries keep three days in five; in Pro-
testant corntries two days in six. They
are thus obliged to abstain from business
nearly three days a week in Catholic
countries, and in Protestant countries a
little more than two.

There are 13,000 Israelites in Palestine,
9,000 of whom are in or near Jerusalem. An
agricultural school & an experimental farm
are about to be started.—Communicated.

GREETING PROM AMERICA.

Lanesville, King William Co.,Va ,U.S.
November ISth, 1870.

DEAR BROTHER ROBERTS.—The breth-
ren of Christ at " Little Zion," King
William County, Va , send their Christian
greeting, with the assurance that, although
the fact is probably unknown to you, they
highly appreciate your labours in the great
work of preparing a people for the coming
of the Holy and Just One, who will most
assuredly fill the earth with his glory as
the waters cover the sea.

The Twelve Lectures have all been read
publicly in our little ecclesia, to the edifi-
cation and comfort of the brethren, and the
enlightenment, we trust, of every attentive
listener. The ChristadelpMan is also
frequently read - especially your " Sunday
Mornings," which we never fail to read as
they appear. They contain many rich
thoughts; instruction, admonitory, encour-
aging and edifying. So you will perceive
your voice is heard, and the line gone out,
in many places a great distance from Bir-
mingham. The thought should not be
without its effect to encourage and stimu-

late you to continued efforts, and to "strike,
that every nerve and sinew may tell on ages
—tell for God." No object so commend-
able—no cause so glorious—no labour so
ennobling; and may the Lord grant you
life, health, strength, and abundance of
grace, so to run that you may win the in-
corruptible crown !

Our beloved and venerable bro. Thomas,
has been for nearly forty years, with an
indomitable energy and unflagging devo-
tion, engaged in the same glorious work;
and friend nor foe can obliterate the fact,
that he has accomplished a vast amount of
good, He has not been turned aside from
the Master's service, by the ambitions,
honours, emoluments and shining vanities
of the world: these subsiding into merited
oblivion as the electrical beams of the Sun
of Righteousness would spring upon his
vision as he steadily fixed it, through the
prophetic speculum, upon the dazzling
glories of the age to come. He is no patron
of the Pharisaical religion of the age, nor
of the canting piety which abounds most
where ignorance and superstition reign.
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Enlightened by the truth, he is a wonderful
chemist in the metals of human character,
and quickly detects the base and the pure;
and no mere personal friendship, based on
the feelings of the flesh, can tempt him to
compound or compromise the stern principles
of eternal truth. For a forty years' labour
of his life, in a persistent, firm unflinching
advocacy of " The things of the Spirit,'' as
taught by Moses and the Prophets, Christ I
and his Apostles, (I know not for what
else,) he has brought upon himself the I
contempt of the world, the enmity of I
*' brethren," and the odium which attaches i
itself to the faithful witness for the testi- i
mony of God, in every age and every
clime, where vice and crime have gained
the ascendancy amongst men. For the j
greater part of this long conflict, he has had '
few Aarons and Hurs in America, to hold
uptheir hands, that the Hopeof Israel might
triumph over the traditions of apostate
Amalek, and he would have proved a
meeker and more patient man than Moses,
had he not sometimes transcended the
limits of the divine command, as Moses
did at Horeb. The one was prophet and j
leader in Israel, guided directly by i
the divine Spirit, the responsibility of j
whose position required his impeachment |
at Pisgah, as an example to Israel, and all j
others, who carelessly regard the divine (
command. The other is an expounder
of the prophetic testimonies and a teacher
of the things of the Spirit, desiring to say
" none other things than Moses and the
prophets did say should come," and whose
responsibilities are measured by his gifts
and position; and he will, doubtless, bear
in mind the things " written aforetime for
our admonition upon whom the ends of
the ages have come. Wherefore, let him
that thinketh he stande;h take heed lest
he fall." If God, in His providence,
should transfer his base of operations from
America to England, he will leave behind
him the memory of his usefulness in
many a grateful heart, and carry with him
the earnest prayer that a door of utterance
may be opened for him in England, that
he may continue to speak forth the
manifold wisdom of God, and so finish his
course that he may obtain the crown of
righteousness laid up for him, as one who
looks for the appearing of our blessed
Lord !

We are looking with intense interest at
the events now transpiring in Europe, as
indicative of the near coming of our long-
absent Lord. The "Roman Question" ί
has well nigh found its solution in the

events since 1866, and we see but little
remaining but the complete destruction of
the Man of Sin by the " brightness of
the Lord's coming." The " Eastern
Question " seems rapidly approaching its
crisis. England and the lesser powers of
Europe, as though the divine hand were
laid upon them, seem perfectly paralysed,
and, ostrich-like, are sticking their noses
into the sands of neutrality, as the only
place of safety, while " Gomer and his
bands" are being hitched in the traces
preparatory to the invasion of the Holy
Land. But they will all " wake up "
when the time arrives. The Frog Power
has inaugurated the work, and its progress
is rapid. " Proclaim ye this among the
nations, prepare war, make up the mighty
men; let all the men of war draw near.
Beat your ploughshares into swords, your
pruning-hooks into spears. Assemble
yourselves, and come all ye nations, and
gather yourselves round about I Thither;
cause thy mighty ones to come down, Ο
Lord! Let the nations be wakened, and
conic up to the valley of Jehosaphat, for
there will I sit to judge all the nations
round about. Put ye in the sickle, the
harvest is ripe; get you down, for the
press is full, for the wickedness is great.
Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of
decision, for the day of the Lord is near
in the valley of decision. The Lord also
shall roar out of Zion aad utter his voice
from Jerusalem, and the heavens and
earth—ecclesiastical and political—shall
shake, but the Lord shall be the hope of
his people, and the strength of the
children of Israel. So shall ye know that
I am the Lord, dwelling in Zion, my holy
mountain." &c — (Joel iii. 9-17.) Soon,
we trust, shall this and like prophecies of
Daniel, John, Isaiah, Ezekicl, Zechariah,
&c, find their full accomplishment. Can
you tell us how the clergy of our day,
who advocate sky-kingdoms and '· war
in heaven" above the skies understand
these prophecies? I finished my letter
qnitc abruptly for want of space. We are
desirous of giving you all the aid and
encouragement possible in the glorious
work in which you are engaged, but our
prostration from the late war, notwith-
standing our practical neutrality, has
rendered us unable to do much. Brother
Thomas thinks we are recovering, but
many of us having lost two-thirds of our
possessions, will never recover, especially
under our present political regime. But
these arc small matters with us in view or!
two all-important considerations: the
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prospect of the near advent of Christ and
the certainty of the shortness of life.
Either brings us very shortly to the
resurrection and the judgment. Death is,
to an individual, a complete obliteration

of time, and the soul-stirring wonders of
the future are, necessarily close at hand.
Let the bride make herself ready. Your
brother in the fairh and hope of Israel.
LEMUEL EDWARDS, M.D.

FUTBEE PUNISHMENT NOT "ETEENAL TOEMENTS."

(Continued from page 369, vol. vii.J

T H E phrase expresses an actual transition,
but a transfer of relation and not of state.
From heirs of death, those who " have
passed from death unto life," have changed
into heirs of life.—(Titus iii. 7; 1 lJet.
iii. 7.) Their crown of life is prospective.
— (Kev. ii. 10.) Their life-reaping is at
the end of Spirit-sowing of the present
time.—(Gal. vi. 8.) They shall come
forth from the grave to the resurrection
of LIFE — (John v. 29.) Then they
"shall live."—(Rom. viii. 13.) In that
aion (age, world, or state) " they shall not
die any more."—(Luke xx. 36.) But
Dr. Angus virtually throws OTerboard
these undoubted facts to make way for the
theory of present immortality, which he
deduces from an incohate statement. He,
as it were, eagerly seizes an apoarent
apostolic concurrence with Platonism to
fit Platonism into apostolic words, instead
of seeking to understand apostolic ex-
pressions in the light of apostolic first
principles. The argument fails to serve
him, nevertheless; for if " passing from
death unto life" signify a change to
actual immortality on the part of the
righteous, it would prove the non-immor-
tality of the wicked, and, therefore,
destroy Dr. Angus's theory, which makes
the wicked immortal equally with the
righteous.

Experience disproves Dr. Angus's con-
struction of the words in question The
righteous who "have passed from death
unto life," die as well as the unjustified.
This shews their actual relation to life is
an affair of that day, when " mortality
shall be swallowed up of L I F E " (2 Cor.
r . 4.); this mortal putting on immortality.
~-(l Cor. xv. 53.)

" Everlasting life," says Dr. Angus,
is only the perpetuation and completion
of what we nave already," meaning,
presumably by " everlasting life" (for
again he does not define) that state into
which, according to the view so generally
reflected in tracts and sermons, a

righteous man passes in the article of
death. If this is true, how is it to be
accounted for thar the Scriptures repre-
sent everlasting life as a state entered into
at the day of judgment.—(Rom. ii. 7-16 \
Matt. xxv. 46 ) If ''everlasting life" is-
a perpetuation of life we " have already,''
why does the *' body '* die? Is bodily life
no part of the life "we have already?""
Death, instead of "perpetuating" it, ends
it; instead of completing it, destroys it.
Therefore, Dr, Angus's definition is afc
variance with at least one element of the
case. If to escape the variance, be says
the fate of the body is a secondary affair £
that the state of the 4t soul" is the
supreme consideration, he at once exhibits·
the unscripturalness of his theory, for the
very sentence of death recorded in the
Scriptures, refers to " the body," and
'* the body " alone. (" Dust thou art, and
unto dust shalt thou return.'7) And the
entrance into Scriptural '' everlasting life>f

is connected with *· the body;" for we
read " this mortal (body) must put on
immortality."—(1 Cor xi. 53.) '· He
shall quicken your mortal body.11—(Rom,
viii. 11) "He shall change our vile
body.11 — (PhiL iii. 21) Then if he say
that everlasting life includes the life of
"the body," he is bound to admit that
everlasting life is not complete till the
resurrection; and if, without inconsistency
to his theory, any part of everlasting· life
can be a wanting· till then, (if there can be
such a thing as " parts " and degrees in
everlasting life) all parts may be wanting,
and thus his foundation is destroyed by
his own admissions.

EVERLASTING LIFE.
No wonder Dr. Angus fails to give a

rational idea of everlasting life, and
involves himself in continual difficulty.
This is the inevitable fruit of the theory
of natural immortality. If all men are
immortal, and the righteous only attain to
"life everlasting," obviously "life ever-
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lasting'* is not immortality, and, there-
fore, a separate and unnatural meaning
must be sought for it. And the difficulty
is to get such a meaning; for if immor-
tality is a state in which death cannot
occur, that state cannot but be a life that
ever lasts, and, therefore, everlasting life;
and as the wicked are immortal, they have
life that lasts for ever and, therefore, ever-
lasting life, and yet the Scriptures declare
that none but the righteous " shall have
everlasting life." On the other hand, if
life does not mean life, but holiness,
then the contrast of everlasting (in the
case of the righteous) with short-lasting
or losing, (in the case of the wicked), is
perplexing, for the wicked are supposed to
have no holiness at all, and then it would
be a little baffling to conceive a dispensa-
tion in which the punishment of sin
should be that the sinner should lose his
holiness. But how the mist clears off
when we believe that man is mortal, and
that such of his race as please God, will
be made immortal.

DEATH AS ANNIHILATION.

On the subject of death, there is, in
Dr. Angus's dissertation, the same con-
fusion and failure, and some approach to
artifice and quibble. He seeks to fence off
from death the notion of destruction.
How does he do it? By first laying down
that the wicked are dead in their yet living
state, which is correct enough in the sense
in which the righteous have passed from
death unto life, but not correct in the final
sense required by Dr. Angus's argument;
for is there not a death which is "the
end " of the sinner's course? Dr. Angus
cannot deny it?—(Rom. i. 32; vi. 21.)
Therefore, there is a death not realised by
the wicked in their lifetime, and how can
there be any argument from present
experience to a result not yet experienced?
Is this death (which is the wages of sin)
destruction or torment? Dr. Angus says
it cannot be destruction. Why? "Be-
cause,' ' says he, " as the present state of
death and destruction in which the wicked
exist, is not annihilation, neither is the
perpetuation of that state." This is a
logical artifice, at once seen through when
its false assumptions are perceived. The
first false assumption relates to "the
present state of death and destruction in
which the wicked exist." Dr. Angus
says it is not " annihilation ? ' ' Let us
see. What is the wicked's "present state
of death," &c. Dr. Angus has denned it,

and we will now put him to the test by his
own definitions. He says they are "dead
to holy feeling, dead to practical holiness,
dead to happiness." Admitting, for the
mere sake of argument, that these
definitions are correct, is it not obvious
that the state of death in question has
been reached by the death of the qualities
referred to in the minds of the persons? And
what is this death? Is it not the
EXTINCTION of " holy feeling, practical
holiness, happiness?" the "annihilation"
of these qualities in the " souls'' of the
wicked? or to put it with the utmost
refinement of language Dr. Angus could
himself employ, the cessation, the putting-
an-end-to of that relation between the soul
and spiritual excellence, that admits the
latter to a controlling influence in the
former? And is not a causing to cease, or
putting an end to, a " destruction," an

annihilation'' of the thing caused to
cease, or put an end to ? There can be no
candid faltering here? To cause to cease
is to destroy; to put an end to, is to
annihilate. Therefore. " annihilation " is
as much an article of Dr. Angus's creed as
of those he opposes. Only there is this
difference: he believes in the annihilation
of "holy conditions," but not of unholy
sinners; and there is this contrast be-
tween the death of the Bible and the
death of Dr Angus's theology; Dr.
Angus' "dea th" is the existence of sin
in the souls of the wicked, while the death
of the Bible is the " wages of sin," paid
to sinners themselves BECAUSE or SIN,
and there is no obscurity as to the nature
of the death so inflicted, for it is expressly
defined and elaborated in the sentence of
death passed upon Adam: " Dust thou art,
and unto dust shalt thou return;" thus
rendered by Paul, " In Adam all DIE ."—
.1 Cor. xv. 21.) As applied to holy
feeling, Dr. Angus understands death to
mean annihilation; but he refuses to allow
this meaning as applied to man himself,
and thus he is inconsistent.

" Eternal death," says Dr. Angus, " i s
he consummation of the sinner's present

condition." How can that be, eeeing that
one feature of the " sinner's present con-
dition " is mortality—(returning to the
dust), when in the "hell " of Dr. Angus's
theology, there is no mortality, but an
mmortal fire-proof bodily existence.

Dr. Angus makes confusion at every
step. His theory is responsible for it.
He himself is a man of ability. Well
may his opponents return his remark upon
himself—that his argument "involves an
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entire misunderstanding of the meaning oi
terms.'' The terms referred to in the
remark are '· death and life." In the
doctrine which Dr. Angus says is bused
on " an entire misunderstanding of the
meaning" of these terms, "dea th"
means death, and " l i fe" means life.
According to Dr. Angus, these terms
mean neither death nor life, but a good
and a bad state of being. On which side
is the " entire misunderstanding "?

As for Dr. Angus's answer to those who
hope for **restoration" for the wicked,
nothing can be logically said by way of
demur. The doom of the wicked is
certainly final. The great question is,
What is it? Dr. Angus says "torture;'*
the Bible says, "death." With this
important qualification, his remarks on the
finality of perdition will be endorsed by
those who understand the subject.

A MASTERY CONFESSED AND
CLEARED UP.

Dr. Angus concludes his first letter with
two lessons, which he deduces from his
argument in favour of eternal torments,
which he characterizes as " the explicit
teaching of Scripture." When, however,
the argument is dissipated, and the
" explicitness" of Scripture made to
appear in opposition to Dr. Angus's
theology, the " lessons" fall through
entirely. The lessons are : first, " a
rebuke of the style of talk in which many
indulge," who "scruple not to speak of
this terrible ending (?) of human life, (?)
in any case, as unjust or revolting- to
charity." Dr. Angus does not enforce
this " lesson " in the way that would be
effectual, viz., by shewing that eternal
torments are just and charitable. He doe:
not attempt the task. He virtually admits
the impossibility of doing it, by adroitly
walking to the door in this manner.
" The exigence of moral evil is a far
greater mystery than the punishment of
it." This is admitting that the doctrine
of eternal torments is a mystery—a some-
thing not to be explained-—a someiliinif in
which it is impossible to discover the
wisdom and love of God; for if the
wisdom and love of God were discoveiable
in it, there would be no mystery. Here,
then, Dr. Angus has to confess to a great
weakness, and here the doctrine he opposes
has a wonderful vantage ground. It
exhibits wisdom and love, and prevents
mystery. It shews evil extirpated by the
process of its treatment, and the universe

ultimately cleared for the triumph of
goodness. " But then," says Dr. Angus,
you have " the greater mystery of the
existence of evil at all " This mystery
belongs only to 1 r. Anjjus's theory. If
mankind have a spark of divinity in their
bosoms, it is certainly incomprehensible
that evil should have such a prepondera-
ting empire on earth. But man, as we
have seen, is no native oi the skies, but an
earthborn, endowed with sundry propen-
sities and faculties, which will stunt or
develop according as they are exercised,
and in the exercise of which, he possesses
a certain amount oi " free agency." In
the development of his career, influenced
by the promptings of his propensities, he
has ignorantly employed his freedom in
disobeying the divine law. Disobedience
is sin against God. The punishment oi
disobedience is evil while alive, and death
at last. The state of evil incident to the
entrance of sin, affords scope for divine
benevolence, in the development from a
race of sinners of an indebted family
through Christ, in whom the law has
been vindicated; and it affords scope for
the principle of "trial," by which God is
pleased to develop this family, and from
which glorious results will come at last, in
" glory to God in the highest, peace on
earth, and goodwill among men." Thus,
there is no mystery in what Dr. Angus,
borrowing the phrases of the schools, styles
"the existence of moral evil." It is an
intelligible and beautiful feature of the
divine plan: so that Dr. Angus is caught
again, to his own confusion. He attempts
to get away from the confessed mystery of
eternal torments by alleging another that
does not exist. This attempt was, no
doubt, perfectly bonafide on h s part, and
made in all honesty, but it is none the
less a manoeuvre, in a logical sense —
illustrative of the dilemmas into which
the most logical of minds are forced by
false theories.

ETERNAL TORMENTS INCOM-
PATIBLE WITH THE DIVINE

CHARACTER.
The alleged incompatibility of eternal

torments with the divine benevolence is,
therefore, unanswered. It is an objection
of some iorce. God is just; God is kind,
and any construction of His dealings,
involving the imputation of injustice and
unkindness, must be a mistake. Can
it be said that the destiny of the wicked,
according to orthodox theology, is free
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from, (at least) apparent injustice and
unkindness? So obviously does it appear
to involve both, that much self-violence is
needed to reconcile the thoughtful mind to
the acceptance of the doctrine, and even
when the point of reconciliation is reached,
the result is one-sided. The reconciliation
is theoretical, not actual. The devout
believer in eternal torment thinks it must be
kind and just because God is just and kind.
He does not .·/-«? or feel that it is either.
Looked at fairly in the face, it will be seen
to be neither. Sinners are born such
They inherit constitutional weakness in
the direction of sin. They find themselves
in circumstances that foster the natural
bent; and the vast majority of mankind
die without coming in contact with any
corrective. Where is the justice of
consigning them to eternal suffering for
beiny as helplessly what they are as a cow
is helplessly a cow ? If sinners pre-
existed from all eternity, there would
appear to be more evenhandedness in
eternal suffering. An eternity of wicked-
ness might square with an eternity of
torture; but mortal delinquencies seem
monstrously dealt with by immortal pains
and penalties. " Death" meets the re-
quirement of t· e case from every point of
view. Dr. Angus, in further and futile
attempts to escape the meshes, points to
Jesus and Paul. The Saviour was more
just and merciful than the " annihila-
tionists " can be, and Paul was certainly
not behind them. Well, what of tha ?
They spoke most of "wrath to come."
Therefore, argues Dr. Angus, mercy and
"wrath to come" are not incompatible.
True; but is " wrath to come " "eternal
torment ?" Dr. Angus has failed to shew
that it is We have endeavoured to shew
it is not. We have shewn that " wrath to
come" is a wrath that " destroys," and,
therefore, operates mercifully and justly;
for it is merciful to put an end to a
wretched state, and it is just to deprive a
created beim? of existence, when he uses
his powers in antagonism to the will of
the Creator. To what purpose, then, is
Dr. Angus's allusion to the discourse of
Paul and Jesus? It amounts to this:

that he feels so incapable of s:ivin^ a
reasonable account of eternal torments, as
a dis! ensation of divine wisdom and
goodness, that he pref· blir.dly casting
the dreadful weight ot the imputed
injustice of it on the shoulders of those
whose character for justice he knows will
not be questioned. But he cannot do this
until he has shewn that they taught the
doctrine This he has not done, and
cannot do. The injustice which would
doom untold millions of Adam's feeble
race to untold tortures of eternity for
being what they could not help—"made
subject to vanity, not willingly "—belongs
to Dr. Angus's theology, and not to the
religion of Jesus Christ. Jesus and Paul
preached "condemnation," *' perdition,"
"destruction," "judgment," perishment,.
death, &c, but they did not preach eternal
torments. Dr. Angus has, therefore,
failed to saddle what he almost admits to
be "harsh thoughts of human destiny" on
their shoulders, and must carry the dreadful
weight himself, in common with the
millions of oppressed souls who groan
under the horrible nightmare of hell-fire
theology.

Dr. Angus's "second lesson" is just
enough in the premisses, but unneeded
when the truth shines. "If," says he, ' the
doctrine of a future punishment (meaning*
eternal torments) be scriptural, ought it
not to be preached as Scripture reveals it ?"
If eternal torments are true, they certainly
ought to be heralded through the lan$
unceasingly, in trumpet tones; and those
clergy who profess to believe it. and say so
little about it, are self convicted incapahles.
Dr. Angus's "lesson !' is for them; but as
to " preaching it as Scripture reveals it,"'
sermonising of the orthodox type would
be at an end to-morrow, if this suggestion
were to be acted upon. To preach "future
punishment as Scripture reveals it," would
be to entirely do away with the fervid
sketches of hell-torments, by which the
more earnest preachers seek to scare the
people into " religion," and to proclaim
the sober fact that the end of all sin will
be corruption and death. Many are coming
to this.

SECOND LETTER,

IN his second letter, Dr. Angus supplies
*' Notes/' in which he repeats much of the
argument contained in the first. For this
reason it will not be necessary to follow
him in detail, but merely to notice new

matter, or old arguments with new supports.
Passing over his "canons of interpretation"
as, on the whole, unobjectionable, we
observe his failure to answer an important
question propounded by himself —
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" W H A T IS THE MEANING OF
L I F E ? "

He "turns to the Concordance," and finds
it is 4< a special blessing given to all who
believe." Upon this he remarks " they
were living men before they received it,"
from which he would appear to wish it to
be inferred that after all, life is not life
but spiritual condition. He, however,
enlarges this idea, and destroys his own
theory, in the next sentence. "Life is not
existence, but something which, WHILE
IMPLYING EXISTENCE, is something more."
If life " implies existence," does not the
absence of life imply the absen ce of existence,
as in the case of the wicked who, while
saving their life now, are to lose it at the
coming of Christ ? If so, what becomes of
the theory which represents the wicked as
retaining existence while losing life ?
Again, if life " implies existence," does
not death as comprehensively imply " non-
existence ? " If so, how can sinners have
eternal existence in torment, seeing " the
wages of sin is death ? "

But, returning to the "living men" to
whom he finds life is " a special blessing
given," were not those living men " under
sentence of death ?" Had not death passed
upon all men ? Were they not, therefore,
in the sense formerly defined by himself—
" dead in law," in the sense recognised
by Jesus, when he said, "Let the dead
bury the dead ? " These things cannot be
gainsaid, from which it follows that Dr.
Angus makes disingenuous use of the fact
of their being "living men." Again, as
to the "special blessing given"—life-
was it not merely given in promise ? "This
is the promise which he hath promised us,
eternal life."—(1 John ii. 25.) "Accord-
ing to the promise of life which is in Christ
Jesus."—(2 Tim; 1.) Justification coming
to condemned men, has ''fruit unto holi-
ness, and THE END everlasting life?'—
(Rom. vi. 22.) But Dr. Angus would
make it appear that the " special blessing
given" was an actual life, instead of an
actual promise, degree or guarantee of life,
wherein he a<rain argues fallaciously, and
divides not rightly the word of truth.
"Occasionally," continues Dr. Angus,
"the word—(zoe)— is used of the life
we all live on the earth"—the life " which
is as a vapour that passeth away—but the
deeper meaning is the common one." What
he means by the "deeper meaning" he
does not explain. It might be presumed
he means the immortal soul, but that the
connection limits it to the " all who

believe," who, according to his system,
have neither more nor less an immortal
soul than the wicked. It cannot be the
sense defined a few sentences earlier,
because that he makes to include the idea
of existence, which is also common in his
system to righteous and wicked. It is
indeed hard to extract a rational explana-
tion from so contradictory a system. As
to the two senses of zoe (life) there is no
difficulty, except such as has been created
by the corrupted theology of centuries.
We have zoe now; and we shall have zoe
at the resurrection, only zoe now is of shoit
duration, and developed through our animal
body; and zoe then will be everlasting,and
manifested through a corruptible body,
made incorruptible by divine energy.—(1
Cor xv. 33; Phil. iii. 21.) There is this
much in common between the zoe that now
is, and that which is to come—that both
express the idea of existence; only the life
we now have, is existence in a state that ia
frail, and comes to an end, while the life
that is to come for the righteous, is
existence in a state in which there is no
weakness, and which never comes to an end.
In this there is nothing strained or unnat-
ural. The two uses of the term analogous;
but on Dr. Angus' principle, there is no
analogy. If what he calls "the deeper
meaning—the common one," is spiritual
energy in the soul, its "occasional" mean-
ing, as " the life which is as a vapour
that passeth \away," is obviously excep-
tional and unnatural—a discrepancy of itself
strongly suggestive of the fallacy of Dr
Angus's theory. He admits that the com-
mon meaning of his theory, " may not be
found in Lidell and Scott "—another dam-
aging admission—but adds, " it will be
found more than fifty times in the New
Testament, and is the common meaning
there." This assertion, of course,e;oes for
nothing in the absence of proof. The word
" life" doubtless occurs more than fifty
times, and as undoubtedly expresses ' a
special blessing given to all who believe; "
but we have seen that this blessing lies not
in zoe actually bestowed, but in zoe pledged,
which excludes the sense vaguely contended
for but not defined by Dr. An^us.

As to "salvation" and "destruc-
tion," as Scripture terms, he alleges that
" the spiritual meaning is the most com-
mon." He does not say what this meaning
is, nor prove his statement. His assertion
must therefore be treated as worthless.
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THE PUNISHMENT OF THE

WICKED UNENDING.

Similarly must be treated his remark on
the applicability of " everlasting " to the
destiny of the wicked. The remark is true
enough in the abstract, but purposeless in
the application given. The terra " ever-
lasting " is truly associated with the matter
in question, but this is nothing in favour
of eternal torments, until it be shown that
the wages of sin is torment. The punish-
ment of the wicked is an " everlasting''
punishment (treating aionos for the sake
of argument as the equivalent of unending);
but it remains to be separately considered
what that punishment is. We have seen
it to be death—destruction, which gives a
new sense to everlasting as applied to the
fate of the ungodly. We quite agree with
Dr. Angus, but in a sense very different to
the purport of his remarks, that "if we
take the words, life, death, salvation,
destruction, everlasting, in their common
meaning, the discussion is at an end."

THE LIFE OF MAN AND BEAST.

Passing over his sensible enough
remarks on the fallacy of attempting to
settle the controversy by preconceived
generalization, we come to his remarks on
the term psyche, the Greek term most
commonly translated "life'* and "soul"
in the New Testament; and here are
observable a randomness and inaccuracy
somewhat surprising in a man of Dr.
Angus's scholarly reputation, yet not
surprising, when his task in hand is
considered—that of proving the un-
provable—nay worse—establishing the
explodable—giving the colour of truth
to falsehood. ·· The notion," says he,
" that the life (psyche) of the brutes is
the same as the life (psyche) in man, is
not so much humbling as degrading."
This, as a matter of sentiment, is not
worth much notice; but it may not be
beside the question to ask why the notion
should be considered degrading, that man
exists by the power that upholds the brute
creation ? Has not one God made all?
Are not " in His hand the soul of every
living thing, and the breath of all man-
kind?"—(Job xii. 10.) Has He not '· sent
forth His spirit" to create " things
creeping innumerable, both small and
great beasts" (Ps. civ. 30, 25), equally
with man, who shares the same breath
with them?—(Eccles. iii. 20.) Is there

not one pervading spirit-presence in crea-
tion, from which we cannot flee?—
(Ps. cxxxix, 7-8.) One universal God, in
whom all things live and move, and have
their being?—(Acts xvii. 28.] These
questions cannot be answered in the
negative, even by Dr. Angus. They are
the testimony of revelation; the declara-
tion of experience In one atmosphere do
man and beast exist. By a common law
of respiration and nutrition is their being
maintained, and in the interruption of
either, they die together. Indeed, one is
as much a marvel of creative power as the
other. The unpalatableness of their
generic identity is due, not to reason or
Scripture, but to the abnormal sentiments
of superiority created by the Pagan
doctrine of the immortality of the soul.

"But." says Dr. Angus, '* it is largely-
contradicted "by all nations." Little stress
can be laid on this fact. All nations
would have contradicted the rotundity of
the earth a few centuries back. " All
nations" are the aggregation of much
ignorance in relation to things divine and
" scientific," especially the former. Paul
pronounced them ignorant in his day
(Acts xvii. 30; xiv. 16; Eph. iv. 17-18),
and they have not much improved since.
Their verdict, therefore, on such a question
is of little consequence, except as
indicating the direction in which the truth
is probably not to be found.

" Then," says Dr. Angus, " it is contra-
dicted by Scripture itself." This is more
to the point, but not true. Dr. Angus
does not produce a single proof that it i»
contradicted by Scripture We will pro-
duce indubitable evidence that it is not
only not contradicted bv Scripture, but
expressly taught by Scripture. The
evidence is in a nutshell. Thus every
term employed in the Hebrew original to
define the element of life or spirit in mart,
is similarly employed with respect to the
animals.

Nephesh chayiah, the breath of life (or
lives), is said to have been breathed into
Adam.—(Gen. ii. 7.) The same
Nephesh chayiah is also said to have been
in the animals that went with Noah into
the ark (Gen vii. 15), and in the nostrils
of the cattle, &c, drowned by the flood.—
(verses 21, 22.)

Nephesh, separately spoken of in con-
nection with man (Gen. ix. 5—" I will
require the life \jnephesh~\ of man"), is
also recognized in connection with animals
—i; Every creature wherein is life
(nephesh).—(Gen i. 30.)
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Chayiah also occurs similarly in con-
nection with both. As to man, Gen. ii. 7,
already quoted, is an example. As to the
animals, the term occurs eight times in the
following' six verses ; Gen. i. 20, 21, 24,
25, 28, 30, and more than a hundred times
throughout the Scriptures.

Ruach (spirit), declared to be in man
(Job. xxxii. 8), is also imputed to the
beasts (Ps. civ. 29), translated " breath."
On this point, it is expressly affirmed that
they have all ONE ruach (Eccles. iii. 19),
a statement confirmed by an observation
in Job xxxiv. 14: " If He (God) gather
unto Himself His ruach (spirit) and His
neshamah (breath), ALL FLESH shall
perish together, and man shall turn again
unto dust."

Neshamah (spirit or breath): Applied
to man—"My breath (neshamah) is in
me " (Job xxvii, 3); applied to animals—
"All (cattle, beasts, creeping things), in
whose nostrils was the breath {neshamah)
of Hie. died."

These comprehend all the terms in
Hebrew translated spirit, soul, life, &c, and
occur as we have seen, in connection with
both man and animals—a circumstance not
unintelligible in view of the fact that both
exist by means of the process 'breathing)
expressed by the roots from which, with
one exception, these terms are derived. A
circumstance, too, which constitutes the
proof we promised to produce.

As to the New Testament—being a record
of operations and sayings exclusively related
to men dealing with one relation only—
there was, not the same scope for illustrating
(incidentally) the common relation of man
and beast to the nephesh, neshamah,
ruach, $c, of the Hebrew Scriptures, and
the psyche, zoe, and pneuma of the Greek.
There is, however, some indication even
here. In Ilev. viii. 9, psyche is directly
attributed to the fishes of the sea; and by

implication, Paul (in 1 Cor. xiv. 7) makes
the distinction between inanimate and
living things to consist in the latter having
psyche. Zoe is employed in 1 Pet. iii. 10,
as the translation of the Hebrew word
chayiah, and as chayiah is about as often
employed in the Old Testament, in connec-
tion with beasts as with men, it follows
that zoe, its Greek equivalent, might be so
used when the subject demands it. In the
same way is a parallel established between
the Greek pneuma and the Hebrew ruach.
In all New Testatnent quotations from the
Hebrew, ruach is rendered by pneuma; so
that whatever is affirmable of the one is
affirmable of the other.

Dr. Angus denies that psuche is ever
used in the New Testament, " of the life
of brutes." This is a mistake as we have
seen, and as he virtually acknowledges in
the pamphlet edition of his letters, in
which " never in the New " is changed to
" only once in the New." He, however,
admits that its Hebrew equivalent is some-
times so used in the Old Testament, but
treats the fact very lightly, which is sur-
prising where an important controversy is
made to turn on the meaning of words, as
determined by their use. It naturally
occurs to common sense, to think that if
the term can be applied to brutes without
carrying the idea of immortality with it, it
need not necessarily carry that idea with it
when applied to man; and that if the
doctrine contended for by Dr. Angus, is to
be established, it must be proved by some-
thing more convincing than the mere use
of a doubtful term. But Dr. Angus disre-
gards this self-evident reflection, and takes
the whole matter for granted. This no
doubt, simplifies his task, but so far as
thinking men are concerned, it deprives
the argument of any value.

EDITOR.
(To be continued.)

AUTUMN TOUE BY THE EDITOE.

LEEDS, HUDDERSFIELD, HALIFAX, ELLAND, SOWERBY BRIDGE, SALE, AND
ALTRINCHAM.

LEEDS.

Wednesday, Nov. 9th, found the Editor
here, an hour and a half late, in consequence
of an accident on the line blocking the way.
The day was dreary, in consequence of the
darkening effect of a dense fog, mingled with
rain, and bitter cold. This made the business
in hand less cheerful than with good weather,

but none the less dutiful, and to be performed.
Arrived at brother Willis's (Armley), 7-35;
first meeting 25 minutes later. This took
place in the small room of a local institution.
—not in Leeds, but Armley, which is a suburb
of Leeds. About 60 or 70 persons came to
hear, what could be said (immediately off a
cold ride), on the difference between the way
of salvation apostolically proclaimed, and
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that set forth from the pulpits of modern
times.—Next night (10th), the meeting was
held in a Temperance Room, Burley, another
suburb of Leeds. The subject, the signs of
the times, drew together an audience a little
larger than that which assembled at Armley.
The meeting place and the neighbourhood
precluded a high degree of success, so far as
number and quality of attendance were con-
cerned. The brethren next night found out
the difference made by the place of meeting.
On that occasion, the lecture was announced
for the Civil Court, Town Hall, Leeds, and
the result was a large and educated audience,
who listened with deep attention for an hour
and a half, to the testimony of the prophets
concerning the relation of current events to
the purpose of God to overthrow the kingdoms
of men, and set up His own kingdom in all
the earth. The better class of the community
can never be got into out of the way places.
This is the lesson of universal experience.
If, therefore, they are to be reached, let the
best places be obtained—that is, of course,
where practicable. The difficulty in most
cases, is that which beset the Leeds brethren,
viz., deficiency of the necessary funds. Where
this difficulty prevails, the only thing to be
done, is cheerfully to make the most of small
opportunities; but where there is a choice,
there ought to be no hesitation. What is worth
doing at all is worth doing well; and surely
the truth deserves the best treatment and the
highest place. This it ought to have, so far
as it is in the power of its friends to bestow
it. It will have all by and bye—" thrones
and dominions, principalities and powers."
But, meanwhile, it is in tribulation, and
depends upon what its friends can do for it.
If anyone say that the word of God will
accomplish the work whereto it is sent,
whatever he does, let him remember that
God's instrument of accomplishment is the
faithfulness of His servants; and that though
assuredly His counsel will be performed, in
spite of all that its enemies or false friends
can do against it, the position of ourselves in
relation to its triumph, will be determined by
our present attitude. God can do without us
or with us. It will not harm Him or mar
His work if we stand aloof; it will be to our
unspeakable benefit, if we lay hold and help
along.—The Town Hall meeting inspired
the brethren with the determination to have
no corner meetings in future, when the public
proclamation of the truth is aimed at; but to
stand in the gate of the city, and say, " Ο ye
simple, understand wisdom, and ye fools, be
of an understanding heart. . . . For
wisdom is better than rubies, and all the
things that may be desired are not to be
compared to it."—(Prov. viii. 5-11). There
is need for such a policy in Leeds; for
though so great a place—population said to
be over 200,000—and containing so large a
class disposed to give heed to "spiri tual"
things, the truth, after a ten years' existence

in the place, can only show a company of
something like ten persons.

HUDDERSFIELD.

Here, where the Editor opened his cam-
paign, ten years ago (population getting on
for 30,000), there is a small but compact
ecclesia of about a dozen brethren and sisters,
walking together in harmony and edification,
in hope of eternal life at the near-approaching
coming of the Lord. They meet in an upper
room at 15, Buxton Road. Hudders-
field has hitherto proved rather barren
ground. The community is pretty strongly
given to orthodox superstition and atheism,
and between the two the truth has little
chance. Little, however, has been heretofore
attempted in the way of bringing the truth
publicly forward. The lectures delivered by
the Editor many years ago, were scarcely in
the nature of a public effort. They were
given in a school room as a discharge of
individual duty. Nothing more was possible
in that day of very small things. In 1862,
Dr. Thomas lectured four or five times, in
one of the public halls, to thin audiences.
Since then, nothing has been attempted. On
this ©ccasion, the brethren, unable to obtain
any of the principal places, made the best
arrangements they could, and the result was
satisfactory. Four lectures in the old
Mechanics' Institute (room capable of holding
400 persens), were well attended, and atten-
tively listened to. At the close, the brethren
were impressed with the idea that there
would be results. We shall see. At this
place, and the last, brother Gethin's (of
Birmingham,) commercial journey concurred
with the lecturing appointments, adding by
his presence at all the meetings, an extra
element of interest.

HALIFAX.

Three days had been, by request, placed at
the disposal of Halifax ; but the brethren
there considered the time would be better
spent in two of the large villages immediately
adjacent to Halifax, viz., Elland and Sowerby
Bridge, where brethren reside. At Halifax
the brethren report favourably concerning
the position and prospects of the truth. They
have large meetings every Sunday night.
The outbreak of the war in Europe, has
revived the memory in many minds of what
the brethren have declared for years, and
disposed some to give heed. They naturally
conclude there must be some foundation for
the convictions of those whose scripturally-
originated political anticipations have been
so signally realised. The brethren now have
a comfortable meeting room, into which they
have just introduced an immersion bath.
This will save them the discomfort of using-
the public baths in cases of immersion.

ELLAND.

This is a village midway between Hudders-
field and Halifax—a few miles distant from
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each—and containing among its 4,000 inhab-
itants, five members of the one body. By
their desire, one of the days originally given
to Halifax, was allotted to Elland, for a lec-
ture in the only public room in the place, a
sort of "Town Hall," over the police station.
This was on AVednesday, Nov. 16th. The
place, which will hold about 200, was cram-
med to the door, and several stood outside.
The subject, " The coming of the Lord, and
the signs of the times,'* had aroused an
interest. The audience, however, was mainly
composed of young mill hands, who while
about as civilised as the ordinary run of
the much-lauded "working man," did not
present a very enticing field for the sowing
of the good seed. Duty, however, is in no
ways affected by unpromising surroundings,
and so the truth was as painstakingly laid
before them, as if they had been a houseful
of Corneliuses. The effort was rewarded with
great attention on the part of the audience ;
but whether anything more will come of it,
(which on the face of it seemed very unlike-
ly,) time must be left to show—which if it
show the coming of the Lord as soon as we
may expect, will not show much result from
the testimony at Elland—another thought,
however, with which we practically have
nothing to do. Our part is to be diligent to
the last, and to be found busy as faithful
servants when the Master returns to his
servants,—The five brethren and sisters
resident in the village, heretofore meeting
with the Halifax ecclesia, have formed them-
selves into the Elland ecclesia, and engaged
the "Town Hall" for weekly meetings.

SOWERBY BRIDGE.

This is a large and important village near
to Halifax. One or two brethren reside in
it. The population is mainly composed of
factory hands, The general intellectual
standard is, therefore, not very high, though
there lacks none of the " Yorkshire " vigour.
Spiritualism and infidelity have a stronghold
in the place. Methodism prevails in the
next degree; so that darkness intense is the
order of the day. The prospect of lecturing
to such a people (of whom the Editor had
practical experience years ago), was not very
fascinating; but, buttoning up against the
shivers, the task was got through. The
place of meeting was the Public Hall, a large
commodious building. The audience on both
occasions—(there were two lecturer)—was
large, comprising several hundreds. Brother
11. Whitworth occupied the chair one even-
ing, and brother Swindle the other. Some
questions were put without invitation. Hu-
man nature was the subject one evening, and
God's purposes, the next. There was sus-
tained attention on the part of the audience
for nearly two hours each night. Most of
the ftaliLx brethren were present.

MANCHESTER.

This place, on Saturday, Nov. 19th, the
Editor visited for the first time. The occasion
was interesting from the fact stated, many
months ago—that the truth had at last
established a foothold in the neighbourhood
of so great a population as Manchester.
This " fact" has developed into larger di-
mensions since then. At first the truth laid
hold at Sale, about six miles from Manches-
ter. The way it did so is interesting. Bro.
William Birkenhead, of that place, went out
to the States, before he had become a brother
or knew anything of the truth. Chancing in
his wanderings to settle for a time in Hamil-
ton, he found himself a lodger in the house
of sister Snellgrove. This sister called his
attention to the truth. He opposed it much
at first, and the said sister had no hope.
Driven by her arguments to the private study
of the word—for he determined at that time to
read nothing but the Scriptures—he gradually
saw the truth, and afterwards heartily em-
braced and obeyed it. He then resolved he
would return to England, and introduce the
truth to his father's house; and if it was
rejected, go back to America. He came to
England four years ago for that purpose, and
so entirely has success crowned his godly
endeavour (after the preliminary opposition
which the truth always meets with at the
outset), that the whole house, with the
exception of the head—and he likely not long
to be an exception—and two young brothers,
are now in the faith and rejoicing therein.
Established at Sale, the truth gradually
extended to Manchester, laying hold of first
one and then another, till now at Manchester
alone there are eight brethren and sisters.
These, after assembling for a time with the
Sale ecclesia, have formed themselves into a
separate ecclesia, and engaged a room for
regular meetings. This result was last
month stated to be consequent upon brother
Teasdale's obedience; but it seems the step
was resolved on before that event. The
Editor's visit coincided with the beginning
of the new ecclesia and the opening of their
room. Four public lectures were given—
two (Sunday afternoon and evening), in the
Town Hall, Hulme ; one (Monday, Nov. 21,)
in the brethren's meeting place, and the last
on Tuesday, in the Co-operative Hall, in the
same neighbourhood. The weather was
unfavourable, but the audiences on the whole
good. At the close of the lectures on Mon-
day and Tuesday, questions were put on a
variety of topics.—Brother Corkill writes
since, that the Sunday meetings of the
brethren are being fairly attended, and that
one case of obedience—see Intelligence—is to
be recorded. Manchester is a great field for
the truth, and worthy of diligent cultivation,
May the brethren be cheered in their labours
by seeing fruit abounding to their account.
Yet, should iliey find the work hard, un4
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Blow of result, let them not he down-hearted,
remembering that labour, even if without
fruit, is required of those who would be faith-
ful servants, and that such labour is equally
accepted with Him who cannot be profited by
anything we do; but who delights in the
willing and appreciate submission of those
He has made.

SALE.

Hpre the ecclesia, weakened by the forma-
tion of that at Manchester, now numbers
eight, without sanguine expectation of
increase, yet prepared to do what duty
requires, even if to the weariness of the flesh.
They meet in a room on the grourd floor of
a house, in the outskirts of the village. The
room has been fitted up, and made a com-
fortable meeting place for the ecclesia ; but
from its position on the ground, the meetings
have been in time past exposed to rude inter-
ruptions from the outside. These disagreea-
ble experiences it is to be hoped, are now
in the past, as the villagers learn by the
consistency of the brethren, to change con-
tempt for respect. "Mr. Wood" has done
much to keep the truth before the public, by
his violent attacks thereon. These have not
been pleasant, but all things have worked
together for good, and now that the truth is
comfortably established here and at Manches-
ter, the brethren may consider themselves
rewarded for the trying times they have
come through. A lecture on Wednesday,
Nov. 23rd. and one on Sunday, Nov. 27th,

constituted all the effort put forth on the
present occasion. The brethren were consid-
erate enough to leave ample interval for
rest which the brother visitor was the better
for, and enjoyed in the "bosom" of the
intelligent and affectionate family of the
Birkenheads. Where the truth is king, the
amiabilities of a cultivated family are holy
and acceptable. Where the truth is not
king—where life is disjoined from the noble
thoughts and purposes of the high calling in
Christ—the amiabilities are uninteresting,
and apt to grow insipid. The right combin-
ation is refreshing, which the visitor in thi3
case was permitted to experience. How
glorious when the world is placed under the
sway of the wisdom and love of heaven,
embodied in the glorious family, which, with
Christ as head, is being slowly and in sorrow
prepared for their great destiny.

ALTRINCHAM.

This is a small town, about three miles
to the south of Sale—population about 10,000.
The Sale brethren had arranged for one
lecture in the Literary Institute. This was
delivered on Friday, Nov. 25, subject, " The
politics of the Bible, or signs of the approach-
ing establishment of the kingdom of God."
The audience was not large, but the attention
was all that could be desired. There seems
likely to be some result from this meeting.-—
Returned home Tuesday, Nov. 29th.

Cjmstabelgjnan.
' He is not ashamed to call them brethren."-(Heb.ii.ll.

JANUARY, 1871.

W E have no better wish to express, on
entering this "new year," than the one
embodied in the salutation said to be common
among the Jews : " May the Messiah come
this year." And the wish is not "father"
but brother to the "thought." We know
he is coming by the same rule that we know
that he "died, rose, and revived;" and we
know by the "visions of God," by Daniel,
John, and others, that we are close upon the
momentous hour appointed of God for his
return to the world. We, therefore, conceive
the strong desire that another twelve months
may not run without his blessed face being
looked upon by those who " love his
appearing." And this desire takes courage
from the stormy state of the world. For this

state of things, they have been looking
during many weary years, as the sure
prognostication of " the blessed hope.'* In
the blackness and darkness, they recognise
the portents of the third woe, which, coming
quickly, and grievously afflicting mankind,
bears the Blessed One on the wings of the
storm, and transforms the " kingdoms of the
world into the kingdoms of our Lord and
his Christ."

Yet, will they ever be found obedient to
the exhortation of Christ to his disciples, at
a different epoch: " I n patience possess ye
your souls." Should the lapse of another
twelve months still find them waiting, they
will not be like the foolish virgins, or join
the cry of the scoffer: " Where is the
promise of his coming?" They will be
mindful of another oracle of the Spirit:
" The vision is yet for an appointed time,
but at the end it shall speak and not lie:
though it tarry, wait for it, because it will
surely come; it will not tarry (always.) "'
They know there will be no miscarriage in



EDITORIAL. ["The OhristadeipMan,
L Jan. 1, 1871.

the divine arrangements ; that " the Lord is
not slack concerning his promise as some
men count slackness;" and that disap-
pointment experienced is to be laid at the
door of premature expectation, engendered of
earnest desire and insufficient consideration
of the divine ways. Therefore, should a
year hence, or a longer period, find them
still at work, at work they hope to continue
until "the Master of the House be risen
up ; " knowing, in the first place, that there
is no other work " which hath great recom-
pense of reward;" and, in the second place,
that there is no otheT chance to work than
now, for " the night cometh when no man
can work," and how soon that night may
be upon any of us, we know not.

This "work" is of divers'sorts. None
should think himself out of the field, even
if more palpaple forms of usefulness seem
out of his grasp. The common occupations
of life afford scope for the service of Christ.
All depends, in this matter, upon the intent
of the individual. " Whatsoever ye do,"
says Paul, " do it heartily, as to the Lord,
and not unto men, knowing that of the
Lord ye shall receive the reward of the
inheritance ; for ye serve the Lord Christ."
Shewing the applicability of this to the
humblest and most uninteresting duties, he
says (Eph. vi. 5) : " Servants, be obedient
to them that are your masters according to
the flesh, with fear and trembling, in
singleness of your heart, as unto Christ.
Not with eye-service, as men-pleasers, but
as the servants of Christ, doing the will of
God from the heart, with good will, doing
service, as to the Lord, and not unto men.
knowing that whatsoever good thing any
man doeth, the same shall he receive of the
Lord, whether he be bond or free." Again,
lie counsels the Thessalonians to " Study
to be quiet, and to do their own business,
working with their own hands, that they
may walk honestly toward them that are
without, and have lack of nothing." There
is> therefore, no occasion for the lamentations
of some, who think they are "doing
nothing." If, " giving attendance to
reading" (1 Tim. iv. 13), and "continuing
instant in prayer," they are "denying
ungodly and worldly lusts, and living
soberly, righteously, and godly in this
present world, looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing of our great God

and Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus iii. 12),
wearying not in well-doing, they are writing
for themselves an account which will give
them boldness in the day of judgment.

Public work is not necessarily higher or
better work than the sort that is not seen or
felt outside private life—that is, as regards a
man's relation to acceptance at the judgment
seat, which is the matter now under consid-
eration. If it has some forms of utility and
some elements of prestige unknown in priva-
cy, it has many counterbalancing disadvant-
ages. There is much in it to induce
weariness and disgust. It is liable to draw
ungenuine men into it. The prevalence of
" humbug " among public men, and in public
speaking, is an illustration of its tendency
in this direction. Private life gives better
guarantee of genuineness; and private
actions are the true index of the man. Public
life has also many bitter elements about it,
for those seeking· to pursue a single course.
Misunderstanding, misrepresentation, and
disappointment, are inseparable from it. A
man cannot at all times, to a heterogeneous
" public "—large or small—appear in his true
colours. In danger from wolves, he is
obliged to act occasionally on the exhortation
to be " wise as serpents," and to assume
attitudes little in harmony with his inner
man; and these aspects of his life create
impressions which seem well founded, and
which by and bye become current as facts,
and are eagerly caught up by a certain class
of minds remarkable for the combination of
smallness and activity. These interpret what
they see by the rule of their own motives,
and indulge in hard sayings. Thus a crop
of bitter herbs springs up in the path, and the
pure work of God is obstructed. Then friends
sometimes prove broken reeds. Men of
whom you hoped great things in Christ turn
out small; nay, worse, evil comes where good
was expected ; venom instead of the fruit of
the spirit. Little dogs bark and serpents
hiss among the horses' feet9 and strength has
to be wasted in keeping the careering animal
from pitching off the track. And in the
midst of all, the spirit jades from incessant
action in one groove, and groans for the day
of the Great Shepherd. Those whose sphere
is private are spared these trying experiences.

| We enter upon our eighth volume, and we
! intend to steer the course heretofore pursued.

This course has approved itself to many
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We could till the Christ adelphian with
epistolary commendations, and were we as
vain-glorious as backbiters imagine, we
would, doubtless, adopt the style of some
magazines, and draw largely on this source.
We have had many such opportunites during
the past few years, but we dislike obtruding
personalities, agreeable or disagreeable, in
the work of the truth. Out of 233 letters
received last month, we give but one
specimen on another page as it possesses
interest in another direction. Our object
will continue to be what it has been : to give
currency to the truth and those whose
influence will be for its benefit in the
development and up-building of a holy
people. Any " oifence " which this policy,
or its obverse, may entail, we must accept,
and try to endure. " Janglings and strife
of words" we leave to others, reserving all
to the test of the great day which will try
every man's work, what sort it is.

CHRISTADELPHIANS AND MILI-

TARY SERVICE.

In view of the great stimulus imparted to
military matters by the events transpiring
on the Continent, and the probability that,
in some form or other, compulsory service
will ultimately be adopted in Britain, it has
been mooted, as a practical question, whether
Christadelphians, whose principles forbid
them to take the sword in the absence of
Christ, could not obtain exemption from any
military law that might be passed. Such a
thing was considered the more possible from
the. supposition that the Quakers were
already exempted on similar grounds of
conscience. With the view of opening the
way to such an endeavour, the Editor
addressed a letter to Mr. John Bright,
setting forth the conscientious objections of
the Christadelphians, and the impossibility
of their taking arms, at whatever risk; and
asking to be directed how to proceed in an en-
deavour to be placed on the suppfosed footing
of the Quakers. To this, Mr. Bright
returned an answer, through his daughter,
stating that the Friends were not by law
exempt from military service, and that he
thought it unlikely Christadelphians would
be able to obtain sucli exemption. Mr.
Bright added that he considered all fears of
a conscription in this country to be utterly
groundless. The Editor wrote again asking

whether, while "not by law exempt," the
Friends secured exemption in any other way.
To this, Miss Bright was instructed to
return an answer to the effect that the
Friends were not, in any way, exempt from

military service; but that when, for
instance, balloted for the militia, as some-
times happened, they simply refused to
serve, upon which the law came in and
made distraint upon their goods to provide
the sum exacted by the state as a substitute
for service. It is, therefore, evident that we
need not hope for exemption as a body, and
that our only hope, in case of compulsory
military service being established, will lie in
the contribution to a fund out of which to
provide the fine imposed by government in
default of service. In time of national
peril, money would not be accepted as a
substitute for service, and death might be
the penalty of refusal. Even to this
extremity, we must be prepared to carry
resistance, for we must obey God rather than
man, Better die in the attitude of obedience
than shoulder a musket, and die—if not
in battle, in the presence of the glory so
soon to be revealed. Probably, the Lord
will appear before matters come to this
strait. Yet, he may suffer us to be tried in
this way, and it is as well to face such a
contingency, and be prepared.

THE JEWS AND THE WAR.

A Canadian correspondent forwards us the
following clipping from a Cincinnatti paper,
illustrative of the views entertained by
Israel after the flesh, concerning the present
war:

" The Jews have their own ideas about the
events now taking place in the Old World. The
following extract from the Cincinnatti Israelite
will be read with interest. 'We cannot close
our remarks on passing events, without refer-
ence to the rejoicing in Protestant circles over
the decline of the Papal power. ' When thy
enemy falls, rejoice thounot; when he stumbles,
let not thy heart he glad, lest the Lord see it,
and it might appear evil in His sight.' Those
jubilant gentleman suppose it is Catholicism
which is on the decline : it is Orthodoxy. It is
positive religion as the dark ages of the past
have shaped it; it is the whole fabric all around
which shakes, which, like Papacy, is destined
to fall and give way to the rising creed of
humanity. The reformers in politics are the
natural allies of the reformers in religion. The
democratic masses in Europe are as antagonistic?
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to churches and priests as to castles and kings.
It is a new world which rises from the ruins of
the old. This chapter of history with this
church, this form of government, and this
structure of existence, closes now before our
eyes; and so a new one, with entirely new
institutions and new relations, opens So the
dial marks the time, however many may close
their eyes upon it, and 1870 closes a marked
cycle in the world's history. A new era
begins."

Yes, yes; true enough; but in a sense
different from thy expectations, Ο Israel.
Ye judge after the flesh. Your fathers did
so at the beginning of another era, and put
to death the Holy One and the Just. They
discerned not the Lamb of God, taking away
the sin of the world. They said t( How can
this man give us his flesh to eatP" " How
is it that he saith, I came down from
heaven ? '' And now, as the time approaches
for his manifestation in the very character
which your fathers looked for 1,800 years
ago—the Lion of the tribe of Judah—again
ye greatly err, and cannot discern the signs
of the times. Ye understand not the tokens
of your Messiah's approach. Ye talk (in
swelling words of vanity) of " the rising
creed of humanity," " a new chapter of
history," with " a new world rising from
the ruins of the old one," "new institutions,
new relations," &c, which is all very
appropriate when understood as ye under-
stand it not. Ye look for a new world
without a Messiah—a new chapter in
history without your God in it. This ye
shall not have, nor can have. Without
your Messiah, there can be no new world,
for he is the builder of it; for is it not
written in your prophets that he shall
" plant the heavens and lay the foundations
of the earth"—(Is. li. 16), even the new
heavens and new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness ? "—(Is. lxv. 17.) What man
or device of man can accomplish this ?
Six thousand years have given opportunity
enough if it were in the power of man to
govern himself; and where is the world
now ? As deep in the mire of iniquity
and suffering as ever, and would ever
remain so, if help came not from your God.
A forlorn hope have we if there is nothing
better to look to than u the rising creed of
humanity." But thanks be to your God,
from whom ye have always departed since
the day ye murmured against Moses and

Aaron in the wilderness; we have hope in
His strong arm, soon to be made bare before
the eyes of all nations. He has promised:
" I looked and there was none to help; and
I wondered that there was none to uphold.
Therefore, mine own arm brought salvation
unto me, and my fury upheld me."—(Is.
lxiii. 5.) "Behold the Lord hath pro-
claimed unto the end of the world, say ye to
the daughter of Ζ ion, Behold thy salvation
cometh; behold His reward is with Him, and
His work before Him."—(Is. lxii. 11.)
"Behold the Lord shall come with strong
hand, and His arm shall rule for Him;
behold His reward is with Him, and His
work before Him."—(Is. xl. 10.)

Say not in thine heart, that these words mean
but the spread of good principles and the
arrival of a glorious age, &c. Thy past
history, Ο Israel, would show to thee, if
thou hadst but a heart to understand, that
when God works for thee, He works directly
and in reality, and in such form that men
can see, and be left not to surmises. Re-
member when thou wast afflicted in Egypt,
how, by the hand of Moses, He brought
thee out with great and real wonders,
destroying the strength of Egypt, and
dividing for thee the sea to pass, and
drowning the army of Pharaoh when thou
hadst gone over. Remember the manna in
the wilderness; the water from the flinty
rock when thou didst thirst; the serpents,
when thy stubborn heart rebelled against the
Lord; the fire, and the smoke, and the
thunder, and the earthquake, at Sinai, when
God descended in thy presence, and spoke to
Moses in thy hearing. Remember the
earth-opening which swallowed the company
of Dathan. Remember the drying of the
Jordan and the falling walls of Jericho ; the
slaughter of Sennacherib's army ; the many
wonders in all thy generations, and the
voice of thy prophets by which thy God
expostulated with thee.

When God unbares His arm again, again
clearly shalt thou see, and again shall the
world behold His glory. *' The kingdoms of
this world shall become the kingdoms of thy
Lord and His Messiah." All nations shall
be blessed in Abraham, thy father, and his
seed, the Anointed One. Thou truly sayest,
that 1870 closes a cycle in the world's
history," and that " a new era begins."
The cycle closed is " the times of the
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Gentiles." The new era is the day of
vengeance which is ushering amid clouds
and darkness, trouble and tempest, from the
midst of which the Messiah will appear
with mighty judgments, by which the power
of man will be broken, his iniquity punished,
his haughtiness humbled, and the Lord alone
exalted.

A PROPHECY: REMARKABLE
IF GENUINE.

We are indebted to another correspondent for
the following cutting from the Hereford
Times, of Oct. 29th, 1870 :

The war has brought to the surface the follow-
ing prophecy of the famous Provengal poet and
seer, Nostradamus, who died about 1575. He
was born in the south of France, and was of
Jewish descent. As a physician and astrologer,
he was held in high estimation by the French
kings and nobility—

" When the figures of the century,
Added and doubled both agree,
And seven tens the year's decree,
Apollyon in the West shall rise,
His haughty head in grand emprise,
Euin shall mark his fierce advance :
War in his main, death in his glance;
His engines of destruction dire
Shall fill the air with blots of fire ;
His metal ship shall scour the flood,
And turn the river's course with blood.

Two kings, in Gaul and Italy,
Three crowns shall bear, thrice chosen be,
The eagle empires then shall war,
And spread their desolation far;
The one that most on others preyed,
Shall be defeated and dismayed ;
The one that warred for fancied fame
Shall lose his kingdom and his name.
The North shall come like beasts of prey;
The South shall mingle in the fray;
The East shall Memnon's statue raise;
The West shull see her cities blaze;
The Crescent waning, shall decay
Before the beams of the new day.

From the waters hear the roar,
On the lion's rock-bound shore,
And on the green western isle
See the tearful maiden smile;
One is caged and one is free,
Hear the shout of liberty,
From the isles and from the plains—
Scythian youth and Gallic swains.
Thunder shakes the hills no more;
Cascades over mountains pour.
From the land where broods the dove,

Words of cheer on chords of love.
Through the ocean's slimy bed
Life shall triumph o'er the dead.
Heaven shall then its brooding wings
Fold o'er all sublunar things.
Men, united, know no war—
Liberty, their beacon star;
O'er the land and o'er the seas,
Shall be one universal peace.

Then Apollyon's legions dead;
Then the king with triple head
Shall no more his fatal sway
Over men hold day by day :
Their sun in blood for ever set,
They'll be forgot as they forget."

On the supposition that these lines are, as
seems probable from the style, the production
of Nostradamus, (who, according to JBeeton's
Universal Dictionary,^\uA\sh.edi his prophecies
in 1566), their remarkable coincidence
with facts may be accounted for by
the Jewish extraction of their author,
and his probable acquaintance with the
prophecies of Daniel. The first two lines
clearly point to 1870. The " figures of the
century" are "18." These added give 9,
which doubled gives 18, shewing the
agreement referred to. Seven tens of
years are, of course, 70. The events
outlined are so far those of the last six
months, and the general upshot of the
tragedy in the fall of " the king with triple
head," the "decay" of the crescent, the
"triumph" of "life over the dead," and
the establishment, under " the brooding
wings of heaven," of "universal peace," is
singularly in accord with the expectations
which the Christadelphians have been led to
form by the study of the Scriptures of truth.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
PROGRESS OF AFFAIRS ON THE

CONTINENT.

THE events of the last months have been
somewhat complex. First, as to the
military situation, the tide of affairs has
again set in unfavourably for the French.
The French army which re-captured Or-
leans from the Germans, and was preparing,
at the close of last month, to march, under
Palladine d'Aurelles, to the relief of Paris,
has been attacked and driven back by Prince
Frederick Charles and the Prince of
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Mecklenburg, not without much and heavy-
fighting, but still with a success which has
placed Orleans again in the hands of the
Germans, and compelled the French delegate
government to retreat from Tours to Bor-
deaux. Palladine d'Aurelles has been
removed from the command, and replaced by-
General Chanzy. Tours is now in the
occupation of the Germans. In the north,
the French have been worsted in the open
field, resulting in the occupation of Amiens.
They are, however, redoubling their exertions

under Genera] Faidherbe, and the latest
news speaks of some engagements favourable
to the French. Phalsburg, Montmedy, and
several small forts, have fallen into German
hands during the month. At Paris, there
have been several energetic sorties, but
these have all been repulsed, though at a
great sacrifice of life to the besiegers. The
city is holding out with unexpected tenacity.
Provisions, which it was expected would be
exhausted by the second week of December,
are still reported plentiful, and there is no

For Continuation of Editorial, see page 33.
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BIRMINGHAM.—During the month, there
have been eight immersions, five only of
•which, however, have appertained to Birmin-
gham. Names and particulars are as
follow: Sunday, Nov. 27th, HANNAH VENN
(36), wife of brother Venn, formerly Inde-
pendent; HENRY TURNEY (19), brother to
those recently immersed. Saturday, Dec.
17th, THOMAS THOMPSON (29), porter, for
nine years exhorter and class-leader among
the Primitive Methodists; FANNY MARIA
CARTER, formerly was nominally Primitive
Methodist, but could never endorse their
doctrines; DAVID ROBERTS (31), seaman,
brother to the Editor, formerly Baptist—also
his wife, ANNIE ROBERTS, both of Edin-
burgh ; JAMES ARROWSMITH, press tool
maker, formerly Campbellite ; Mr. WILLIAM
HOLLIER, of Banwell, near Weston-super-
Mare.

During the month, brother CHARLES
SMITH was appointed treasurer, in the place
of brother Turner, who resigned to meet the
views of such as contended that the treasurer
could not, consistently with ecclesial regula-
tions, be one of the seven managing brethren.

On Wednesday, Dec. 21st, the Sunday
school children, to the number of over 140,
were entertained at tea, and had the usual
Christmas entertainment, in the shape of an
exhibition of views, accompanied with a
running explanatory lecture, in which the
truth was made as prominent as possible.

On Tuesday, December 27th, brethren,
sisters, and enquiring friends took tea
together to the number of 150. After tea, the
Editor delivered an address on preparation
for the Lord's appearing. Questions were
afterwards put and answered, and, at
intervals, anthems were sung. An agreeable
and profitable evening was spent.

CUMNOCK.—Brother Haining, writing on
the 18th of November, forwards the following
cutting from the Ayrshire Weekly News, of
Oct. 22nd. " LECTURES.—On the evenings

of Sunday and Monday last, Mr. Wm. Ellis-,
from Glasgow, gave, in the large hall of the
Black Bull Hotel, lectures on ' The War in
relation to the coming of Christ to his king-
dom.' On Sabbath evening the hall was
crowded, but on Monday evening, the attend-
ance was not so large. On both occasions
the audience, from their marked attention to
the discourses, gave evidence of being inter-
ested and impressed by the truths enunciated
by the speaker. The lectures were fraught
with matters of the highest importance, and
well calculated to induce those who heard
them to search the Scriptures, in regard to
the shadows which coming events—foretold
by holy men of old—are casting before them
at the present time. They were, besides,
well fitted to lead to a deep and earnest spirit
of enquiry concerning those things which
pertain to their everlasting welfare."

DEAL.—Brother Bosher, of London, writ-
ing on the 13th ult., reports being at Deal
on the previous day, and " having the pleas-
ure of adding another—Mrs. SARAH SPICER
(56), widow, to the saving name." She was
a Wesley an for many years. Being very
poor, and having a number of children, she
has much to contend with in the way of
difficulty, but has nevertheless attained to
much enlightenment in the truth. The
truth, brother Bosher adds, is progressing in
Deal.

DORCHESTER.—Owing to a previous en-
gagement of the Town Hall, the meetings
in reply to Mr. Neave did not come off at
the time mentioned as probable last month.
They are now definitely fixed for Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, Jan.
17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th.

DEVONPORT.—Writing Dec. 16th, brother
J. W. Moore says, " During the month,
GEORGE PAWNEY (36), labourer, formerly
neutral, having attended the meetings up-
wards of twelve months, put on the saving
name in baptism; also JOHN DELAMETTLE
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(31), soldier, formerly Wesleyan, and JOHN
GAY (36), smith, formerly neutral, have
turned to serve the living and the true God.
The two last-named were first brought, to the
truth through your recent lectures in this
locality." Concerning the case of the soldier,
brother J. J. Andrew, of London, writing Dec.
19th, says he hears he is prepared to throw
down his carnal weapons, for the sword of
the Spirit."

GRANTHAM.—Writing Dec. 14th, brother
Wootton announces the immersion of MRS.
ELLEN TURNEY (wife of brother Samuel
Turney), which took place on the 19th of
November. Sister Turney formerly belonged
to the Scotch Baptists. On the 28th of the
same month, the brethren were again cheered
by the obedience of WILLIAM EDSON (63),
gardener, a Wesleyan of many years stand-
ing, who was first attracted to the truth by
the lectures in the Exchange Hall, at the
commencement of the year.—On Sunday the
4th ult. brother E. Turney, of Nottingham,
lectured morning and evening, on "The
European Crisis," and " The Mystery of
Godliness." The lectures were given in the
Synagogue of the brethren, which was com-
fortably filled on each occasion, particularly
at night. Several earnest enquirers are
expected to follow up the good pursuit begun.

HALIFAX.—Brother Whitworth, writing
December 19th, says, " The brethren opened
their Winter series of lectures to the public
on the first Sunday in November. The
subjects have been

November 6th.—" War: is it from heaven
or of men?"

November 13th.—" The Coming Struggle."
November 20th.—" Good News of Peace."
November 27th.—" The Enemies of God :

who are they ? What is their punishment ?"
December ith.—"The Friends of God:

who are they ? What is the exaltation that
awaits them ? "

December 11th.—i( The way of escape
from the great tribulation."

December 18th.—i( Christendom in a state
of famine. "

The attendance has been good, the room
being frequently conveniently filled. There
has been an addition to the number of the
ecclesia of two, who put on the saving name
in the appointed way :—Sunday, December
4th, Mrs. GRACE GARNETT (36), carpet
setter, Halifax, previously neutral; Sunday,
December 11th, Mr. J. HOLLIS _ (22),
druggist's manager, Burnley, previously
organist at one of the churches of the
Establishment near Helmshore.

LEICESTER.—By request of the brethren,
the Editor lectured here on Tuesday, Wed-
nesday and Thursday, Dec. 13th, 14th and
loth. From shortness of notice, badness of
weather, and a combination of counter attrac-
tions in the town, the lectures were not
largely attended. Nevertheless, the audiences
were of sufficient extent to be worth the

effort. Prospects in Leicester are more en-
couraging than they were.

LEITH.—Brother Paterson (Nov. 15th)
reports the obedience of JAMES LEVELL, who
resides in South Leith. " We are gradually,"
says brother Paterson, " but steadily growing
here, not only in numbers, but in unity of
mind and purpose, in our fellowship one with
another, and our working on the truth's
behalf."

LONDON.—Brother Hayes, writing Nov.
14th, says " Our numbers in London are
increasing. Two more immersions took place
on Friday last, one being the son of brother
King, of Littlebury, the other, rather an
elderly man, who has been attending our
meetings for about five months, and whose
attention was first aroused by hearing
brother Watts discoursing in the open
air, on the subject of man's mortality. With
us it is certainly a day of small things ; yet
there is consolation in knowing that some
little is being done in the midst of this evil
and perverse generation, whose ears for the
most part are entirely closed to the truth."—
Writing Nov. 16th, brother A. Andrew sup-
plies the following particulars of the immer-
sions mentioned by brother Hayes. On the
9th of November were immersed HENRY
HARRIS, an elderly man, and JAMES KING
(29), residing at Croydon, but will meet
occasionally with the London ecclesia: son
of brother King, of Littlebury, in Essex.
Writing again on Nov. 19th, brother A.
Andrew says, " On the 18th of November,
we immersed the following: Miss MARY
ANN BELL, formerly Baptist; MRS. ELIZA-
BETH SKINNER (wife of brother Skinner),
formerly Church of England; and Miss
ELIZA LOOSE, formerly Church of England."
On the 19th of December, brother Skinner
writes " with great joy " on the subject of
the two last cases, with which he has had
much to do; and concerning other cases of
which he is hopeful.—Writing about the
same time, brother A. Andrew announces the
following further immersions : SARAH SKIN-
NER (21), cousin to brother Skinner; HARRY
BRAY (20), clicker in the leather trade ; and
MARY ANN BRAY (20), wife of the latter,
and sister of brother Skinner. All three were
formerly Church of England.—The following
was the programme of Tuesday evening
lectures for November and the first week in
December—

November loth.— Brother Hayes, "Popu-
lar ideas concerning heaven shown to be
fallacious."

November 22nd.— Brother Watts, "The
first and second appearings of Jesus Christ
compared and contrasted."

November 29th.—Brother Hayes, " The
New Jerusalem: what it is, and where it is
to be."

December 6th.—Brother Leach, "The Book
of Psalms contrasted with modern hymnals."

MANCHESTER.—Bro. E. Corkhill, writing



30 INTELLIGENCE.
rThe Ohiista'lelphian,
L Jan. 1, 1871.

Dec. 10, reports the obedience of Miss WAIN-
WRIGHT, formerly Campbellite, which he
notes as the first fruits of the recent public
effort in connection with the Editor's visit

MALDON.—Brother C. Handley, writes
November 30th to record the immersion of
JOHN BURRIDGE, pilot and fisherman, and
his wife, SARAH ANN BURRIDGE,
sister in the flesh to sister Kerridge, of
London. They were formerly connected
with the " Peculiar People." Brother
Handley adds that " things in general
look very encouraging. We have one
of the London brethren down about
once a month, and keep sowing the seed
ourselves besides. We have a hope of
several others putting on the Lord Jesus."
Writing again December 11th, brother
Handley is " thankful to announce the
obedience of another of the ' Peculiar
People,' a Mrs. HART (32)," sister in the
flesh to Mrs. Burridge.

MUMBLES. — Writing November 20th,
brother D. Clement says: " I t gives me
great pleasure to announce the immersion of
Mr. JOHN MATTHEWS (father in the flesh
of brother Matthews). The immersion took
place on Sunday morning, Nov. 6th, in the
sea, at the front of our new brother's house,
before a good muster of brothers and sisters,
who were sufficiently interested to leave
their beds and repair to the place appointed,
at eight o'clock in the morning. I have no
doubt brother Matthews, sen., will be very
useful to the brethren here in advancing the
truth to those of his own neighbours who
are in darkness. You will see by enclosed
bill that we have not given up our
contention for the truth. (The bill
announces a course of nine lectures by
brother W. Clement on the various topics
entering into the constitution of the faith,
shewing the contrast between these and the
tenets of the apostacy.) The lectures have
been well attended, and we trust good has
been the result."

Writing again, December 12th, brother
D. Clement says, " I have again with great
joy, to record the obedience of the following·,
who have put on the name of the Lord in
the way appointed, viz., MARTHA COOK,
wife of brother John Cook, formerly Inde-
pendent, but now dependent on Christ for
immortality, no longer independent of God's
word, like the denomination to which she
belonged; Mrs. ELIZABETH WILLIAMS,
formerly connected with that abomination of
the earth, Wesleyan Methodism; also,
BESSIE EYANS, daughter of sister Evans ;
MARY MATTHEWS, daughter of brother
Matthews; EMMA LEWIS, daughter of
sister Lewis. The last three are young in
years, ranging from 19 to 21 ; but from
the circumstance of being connected with
those who have the truth, they have escaped
the bemuddling effects of an orthodox
religious training-, and have the more easily

been enabled to lay hold on the truth. The
immersions took place in the sea, on Sunday,
December 4th, just at the dawn of day,
before a good muster of brothers and sisters.
The elements seemed to favour the occasion,
for everything was still and quiet, and well
calculated to impress the minds of all persons
with the solemnity of the ordinance which
changes sons and daughters of the devil into
sons and daughieis of the Deity. Will the
Deity, "in that day," deign to acknowledge
the relationship which was begun through
being born of (or out of) water ? This is the
sobering question. I need not add, that the
brothers and sisters are much rejoiced at
these cheering events. Two of the last
mentioned sisters were scholars in our
Sunday school, which progresses very satis-
factorily under the indefatigable superinten-
dence of brother H. Lloyd. We have reason
to believe that the instructions received in
the school have contributed not a little to cause
these young sisters intelligently to ask the
all important question, " What shall I do to
be saved ? "

Brother D. Clement argues in favour of
the Sunday school, as a powerful auxiliary
in leading the children into " the right ways
of the Lord." He encloses another handbill,
announcing a further course of five lectures,
by brother W. Clement, headed, " War!
War! War! Truth v. Error." It is
specially designed as a counter move to a
Methodistic revival going on in the village.
The subjects are as follow : 1.—" Christ and
the Thief in Paradise—when and where ;"
2.—" The Worm that dieth not, ana the
Fire that is never quenched;" 3.—"The
Witch of Endor;" 4.—The end of the
World—when will it be ? " 5.—" The New
World—when will it be established ?"

NEW PITSLIGO, (Scotland.)—Brother
C. Reid, writing December 5th, reports the
obedience of JAMES HALL, brother in the
flesh to Agnes Hall, whose immersion was
recently recorded. Brother Reid says " He
is engaged at a farm, some seven miles from
here, and about the same distance from
Fetterangus, where he will meet with the
brethren."

NOTTINGHAM. — Brother E. Turney,
liberated from the trammels of business, has
resumed lecturing operations, and intends
to devote himself to the services of the
truth. May the results be seen in Not-
tingham and elsewhere.

SWANSEA.—Taking advantage of the
presence in the town of brother Segfried
Gratz, the Jew immersed some time ago in
Birmingham, the brethren issued striking
placards announcing

A PROCLAMATION OF THE TRUTH
BY A JEW.

The discourse was given in the Synagogue
on Sunday, November 20th. Subject:
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" The gospel preached by the clergy and
ministers of the 19th century not the
gospel of the kingdom of God preached by
the Messiah and his apostles." We hear
from Mumbles that the audience was good,
and the effect thereon not less so.

Since the above was written, we have
received a communication from brother
Randies (Dec. 21st), stating that brother
and sister Langrave, who went, some time
ago, to reside at Liverpool, have returned
from that place, and were welcomed at a tea
meeting at which brother Gratz and most of
the Mumbles brethren and sisters were
present. Brother Randies adds that, on the
10th ult., brother Gratz's wife yielded
obedience to the truth, of which she had
been thinking seriously for a considerable
time. Mrs. MORGAN, wife of brother
Morgan, of Swansea, was to be immersed on
the 22nd ult. There is hope of another,
who is anxious.

UTTOXETER.—Sister Wood, of Fazeley,
writing concerning sister Wood, of this
place, says she has been diligently
spreading the truth among her friends in
Uttoxeter and other places, and is "not
without hope that some of them may be led
to embrace the only reasonable understand-
ing of the Scriptures."

WHITBY.—Brother Winterburn, writing
Dec. 15th, announces that the following
have returned to the ecclesia, viz., sister
TIPLADY, brother and sister SLADE, and
brother and sister TWEEDY. He adds:
ec Having gone through a course of readings
from Elpis Israel, ,brothers Clegg, Kidson,
and myself have arranged to commence, in
January, a course of lectures on the
following and other subjects, viz. :

Jan. Sth.—A glance at the Past, Present,
and Future of Rome and Jerusalem.

Jan. 15tk.—The Two Enemies, Sin and
Death.

Jan. 22nd.—Resurrection and Judgment.
Jan. 29th.—The Three Heavens:

" Caught up to the Third Heaven."

CANADA.
INNERSKIP.—Brother Malcolm writes,

November 28th, " Since Professor Crawford's,
lectures, there has been a dead calm. In
order to disturb the theological stagnation,
and cause a refreshing breeze, we are
publishing a tract, entitled, A conversation
between a Presbyterian, a Baptist, and a
Methodist, concerning a lecture delivered by
Professor Crawford, of Woodstock, on the
Nature of Man."

CHINA.
HONG KONG.—Brother Hart continues

his testimony for the truth, in spite of many
discouragements. He lectures every Sunday
in the Christadelphian Synagogue, West
Point, Hong Kong. A few come to hear,

but none as yet give signs of obedience.
There are several bitter adversaries. Through
their influence, he was debarred from a lucra-
tive appointment which he was on the point
of receiving. Through a change in the firm
in which he is employed, he expects again to
be out of a situation, and to have to close the
Synagogue. He wearies for society in the
truth, and desires to be remembered to all
the brethren. He ardently desires the Lord's
coining, and eagerly watches the progress of
events on the Continent. Sometime ago, a
letter, signed " An Immortal," appeared in
one of the Hong Kong papers, stating that
the writer had been " accosted by a mission-
ary of the Christadelphian ecclesia, and
presented with a tract," denying the immor-
tality of the soul. The letter proceeds to
argue the question a little, and says as there
are a number of the Christadelphian per-
suasion in Hong Kong, he would have them
ponder thus and so. Brother Hart replied,
but his letter did not appear. He wrote
again, with similar result. He then wrote
a third time, delivering his soul in words of
solemn warning.

NEW ZEALAND.
CANTERBURY (North Island).—Brother

W. W. Holmes, writing October 1st, reports
a lecturing visit to the neighbourhood of
Canterbury (North Island). Kiapoi, a town
of 4,000 inhabitants, was the first scene of
operations. Here the Assembly Rooms were
engaged, and four lectures given on, 1.—
The Kingdom of God; 2.—Life and Death ;
3.—The Devil and Hell; 4.—Coming
Troubles. There were fair audiences, and
patient hearing on all four nights, particularly
on the signs of the times, which opportunely
coincided with the arrival from Europe of
the news of the outbreak of the Franco-
Prussian war. Brother Gorton acted as
chairman. At the close of the meetings,
books and pamphlets were given away. At
Rangiora (2,000 inhabitants), two lectures
were given in the Odd Fellows' Hall;
attendance about the same as at Kiapoi, but of
a more enquiring sort. Much attention
was given, and many questions were asked
and answered both nights. Books were
given away and sold at the close. On
returning home from the last lecture, mid-
night witnessed the obedience of Mrs.
MURPHY, wife of brother Murphy (through
whom,—brother Murphy, together with
brethren Gorton and West—brother Holmes
w:is induced to visit Canterbury, over 200
miles from his own home). Mrs. Murphy
had been studying the truth for twelve
months. She was formerly a Roman
Catholic. She was immersed by her husband
in a river near the house, in the pre-
sence of brethren Holmes and Gorton.
After Kiapoi, Christchurch, the aristocratic
head-quarters of Canterbury, was visited.
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Here there are 12,000 inhabitants. Two
public lectures (each attended by 50 or 60
persons) were given, but nothing can be said
as to results. Brother Holmes found a
family named Cowper (father, mother, son,
daughter, and cousin) enquiring into the
truth. Brother West had introduced it to
them. They placed their house (which for-
merly had been used for Methodist class
meetings) at the disposal of brother Holmes,
who spoke twice therein to necessarily
limited audiences. It is expected the family
will soon become obedient to the faith.
While in Canterbury, brother Holmes came
across a brother, William Scott, engine
driver, who came from Lanark, Scotland,
where his father, mother, and self were
immersed in 1848. They are all in the
colony. They have been meeting with
nobody all these years. Brother Holmes
considers Canterbury a good field. There are
one or two looking at the truth besides the
Cowpers. He thinks of returning by and
bye, if the Lord delay His coming. On his
return home, he was a little discouraged by
the outbreak of crotchets in quarters where
hitherto the truth has reigned in its
simplicity and purity. There will be an end
to discouragement when the Lord comes.

UNITED STATES.
ASHLAND, (Pa.)—Brother Brittle, writing

December 5th, reports a visit and well-
attended lectures by brother Smitheman of
Philadelphia. On the occasion of his visit
JOSEPH COOK (21), and ABRAHAM COOK
(20), formerly Methodists, became obedient
to the truth in the appointed way.

CHELSEA, (Mass.)—Brother* J. Bruce,
writing November 25 th, mentions putting the
ecclesia in communication with brother
Hodgkinson, from Scarborough, on his
arrival from Europe by the Calabria. Bro.
Hodgkinson wrote, and afterwards visited
them, expressing his pleasure at finding an
already-formed ecclesia so near Boston, his
place of habitation. Brother Hodgkinson
writes the Editor, December 8th, in
similar terms.

HAYFIELD, (Penn.)—Brother Τ. Η. Dunn,
writing November 24th, says there are
thirty-five brethren and sisters scattered over
Erie and Crauford counties, alive and
anxiously watching the signs of the times.
Besides these, he says, there is quite a num-
ber who profess the faith, but hold sundry
crotchets and tradition by which it is made
void. One of these is that as there is no
regularly appointed administrator, the immer-
sion j'is not valid, unless the subject orally
call the name upon themselves. On this
brother Dunn makes the sensible remark,
tjxat "there never was a divinely appointed

administrator of immersion."—(1 Cor. i. 17.)
The apostles commanded the believers to be
baptised in (or into) the name of the Lord "
(Acts x. 48); not to immerse or name
themselves.

HARVARD, (111.)—Brother J. Soothill,
writing November 27th, reports the obedience
of Mrs. MCARTHUR, of Cheboygan, Mich.,
daughter of sister Stewart, of Harvard. She
was immersed at Harvard, on the 7th of
October, coming a distance of 400 miles for
the purpose. At Cheboygan, to which she
afterwards returned, she stands alone, and
will need all the strength and comfort which
comes from the reading of the word and
prayer.

WEST PHILADELPHIA, (Penn.)—Brother
Smithiman, writing, November 23rd, expresses
the joy caused in the Philadelphia ecclesia
by the announcement of the removal of a
brother and sister (Blount) to the neigh-
bourhood of Dudley, near Birmingham.
This joy is caused by the fact that no fewer
than nine of the Philadelphian brethren
come from Dudley, and have many friends
and relations there to whom they are anxious
the truth should be introduced. They were
just on the point of writing to the Birming-
ham brethren about doing something in Dud-
ley, when the announcement in question
appeared. When they landed in America
they were steeped in Methodism. What a
change ! they exclaim, has taken place since
then. They wish the same change to take
place in many estimable relatives, whom
they mention by name, and who hold
prominent positions in the religious body to
which they belong. [The Birmingham
brethren have it in contemplation to arrange
for a course of lectures at Dudley.] Brother
Smithiman concludes by remarking that the
Philadelphian ecclesia has never been in a
more prosperous condition than it is at
present.

Brethren J. Q. Williams and W. Campbell,
in a joint communication, dated Nov. 24th,
state that the total accessions to the cause of
the truth since its introduction to Philadel-
phia, have been about 75, of which there
remain 54. There have been six deaths and
fourteen relapses of various kinds.

TOPEKA, (Kansas.)—Brother H. J. Moore,
writing Nov. 13th, says, " Our ecclesia here
number eleven. I believe they are individually
and as a body endeavouring to live so as to
be accepted by the Lord at his return, for
which we earnestly pray." In answer to
II. J. M.'s query : The ' tunes in use at the
Birmingham ecclesia, mentioned in preface
of Hymn Book,' are not in printed form. As
to i the terms on which copies can be had,' as
we understand it, they will be supplied in
love for application.—EDITOR.

WILLIAM H. DAVIS, FBINTEB, BIRMINGHAM.
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(Continued from page 28.)

sign of Paris surrendering from famine as yet. the bands of Gomer are consolidated under oneg
Τ β carry the place by storm is impossible from
t h e great 'extent and strength of the fortifica-
tions. T h e Germans are growing impatient.
Their ranks are being thinned by disease as
well as war, which is not a matter of wonder,
considering the severities to which they are
exposed outside Par i s s a t this time of the year.
Indeed, the F r e n c h rely as much on the
ravages of winter among the German armies,
as on the exploits of their armies. A new levy
has been ordered in Germany to supply the
waste of war. This has created discontent
i n t h e Father land. At Berlin, t h e opposi-
tion to the*[new conscription had to be put
down by force of arms. T h e German
military authorities at Par i s are being pressed
to bombard the city, and they are hurry ing
u p preparations to this end. They had
trusted to t h e effect of a simple siege, and,
in this respect, are considerably behind in
their arrangements. I t was supposed t h a t
two millions of people would eat u p all the
food in t h e place in two months, at the
latest, and t h e n it was expected t h a t
internal broils would weaken the defence,
and place Par i s quickly in the hands of the
besiegers. Both these expectations have
been disappointed. Consequently strenuous
efforts are now being put forward to
encircle Par i s wi th a girdle of mortars, and
large supplies of shells and ammunition are
being hurried from Germany. Bombardment
will, no doubt, be attempted as soon as
practicable, but the besiegers are not confi-
dent as to the result, as the forts by which
P a r i s is defended are so formidable, t h a t it is
feared the guns of the besiegers will be
quickly dismounted when their whereabouts
is made evident to the fortsJby their firing.

T h e F r e n c h make no signs of yielding.
They seem only rousing to the conflict. The
organisation and equipment of armies is
going on in all parts of the country. Thought-
ful men look on with dismay at the increasing
bitterness and desperation of the struggle,
and a sentiment of sympathy for the French
begins to prevail in many quarters.

Meanwhile Bismark, profiting by t h e
success of the German arms, has matured his
scheme of German unity, which is only ob-
structed by the obstinacy of the Bavarian
parliamentary opposition. The dignity of
JE h b

leadership, for the part they have to play in
the Russo-Gogian compact.

THE EASTERN QUESTION
Has received a momentary quietus from the
proposal that the grievances complained of
by Russia, should be considered at a Con-
ference of the Powers that were parties to the
Treaty of 1856. This proposal was put for-
ward by Prussia, and at once accepted by
Russia, as Prussia said she had reason to
believe Russia would do, showing the accord-
ance between the two powers in matters of
foreign policy—a matter of importance in
prospect of the part Russia has to play in
Europe. The Conference is fixed for the 3rd
of January. Sanguine hope is not enter-
tained concerning the result of the confer-
ence. Turkey is said to be hopeless of peace,
and preparing vigorously for war. Russia
also is taking active military measures,—the
latest announcement being, that she has
purchased 1,000 mitrailleuses in America.
Her intentions on the Black Sea question
will be seen in the following extract from a
letter from the St. Petersburgh correspondent
of the Daily News, dated December 12th :—

" It would appear that Kussia has for a long
time past entertained the idea of repudiating
the Treaty of 1856 as soon as a favourable oppor-
tunity offered, for I learn from a perfectly
reliable source, that as a substitute for
Sebastopol, which of course could not be re-
habilitated as an arsenal and port for ships of
war, another locality has been selected, and the
works carried on there so silently and secretly
ever since the year 1863, that nothing has
transpired on the subject, and even here, in the
Northern metropolis of the empire, the people
have been kept in happy ignorance of the
preparations already made in the extreme
South. The site chosen for this new and
important place is the town of Poti, at the
mouth of the river Eion, on the eastern coast of
the Black Sea, and only some few miles distant
from the Turkish frontier, which separates
Circassia from the Russian province of Georgia.
It is close to the lake known to ancient
geographers as the Palseostoma, and from its
close proximity to Circassia, must always be a
standing menace to Turkey. A railway has
already been commenced, connecting Poti with
Tiflis and the Caspian Sea, down the valley of
the river Kur."

"Whether the conference end amicably or
otherwise, it may be relied on as certain, that
R i illEmperor has been offered to the King of Russia will gain her ends, and obtain a base

Preena, and accepted by that monarch. Thus for that planting of the foot which will
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precede the final spring. The probability is,
that war will come of it, and that Russia,
with Prussia in her yoke, will soon acquire
the ascendancy she is destined to attain prior
to her destruction by the Shepherd and
Stone of Israel.

Another element in the gathering compli-
cations is the sympathy of America with
Russia, and her renewal of hostile manifest-
ations towards England on the Alabama
and Fisheries Questions, The hostility of
America, in the event of England going to
war, would have formidable consequences,
for there is little doubt that a fleet of
Alabamas would soon be let loose from
American ports, on Russian hire, and sweep
English commerce from the seas. The
value of American §ympathy to Russia is
reflected in the rumour that America con-
templates the transfer of some portion of her
fleet to Russia in payment of the cession of land
in North America, lately made by Russia to
the United States government. Then
Fenian projects are catching life again from
the trouble threatening England. These, it
is needless to observe, have American sym-
pathy, and in the event of war, would have
American assistance.

The evil aspect of the times has caused the
London papers to discuss the propriety of
fortifying the metropolis. The invasion of
England is openly discussed in the Prussian
camp. The movements in the diplomatic
world naturally lead to this as a problem.
The Eastern Question involves the pos-
sibility of Prussia, as the ally of Russia,
finding herself at war with Britain. English
sympathy with France—exaggerated for
political purposes—inclines in the same direc-
tion of events. Finally, and more seriously,

THE LUXEMBURG DIFFICULTY
brings such an issue quite within the category
of possibility. This is no new difficulty, but
has come to the surface quite unexpectedly
and alarmingly during the last month. In
1867, the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg,
which both France and Prussia wanted to
have, was neutralised, and placed under the
joint guarantee of the Powers. This was a
compromise by which war was averted
between France and Prussia at that time.
Now that France is down, Prussia, having
lost none of her old hankerings after the
duchy, the possession of which would give
her an impregnable frontier, again raises the
question by charging the Luxemburgers

with a breach of their neutrality in assisting
the French, and declaring that she
(Prussia) considers herself, under the cir-
cumstances, released from the Treaty of
1867, and at liberty to decide her future
attitude towards Luxemburg in accord-
ance with her interests. England has
diplomatically expostulated with Prussia,
and received a reply, which amounts to the
intimation that Prussia has not yet made up
her mind to do more than make use of Lux-
emburg in the transport of men and materiel
to France.

Thus "evil goes forth from nation to
nation, and a great wThirlwind is being raised
up from the coasts of the earth."

Spain, by the acceptance of King Amadeus,
has resumed her normal position as one of
the horns of the beast. France will doubtless
do the same ere long, in the return of the
Bourbon to the throne.

(The following was held over last month.)
EDINBUKGH.—During the month of Octo-

ber, brother Smith lectured Sunday evenings
(Temperance Hall), as follows: 1. The
present state of nations in the light of Scrip-
ture ; 2. Two conquering powers; 3. The
Man of Sin and his destruction; 4. The Way
of Deliverance from the great tribulation.
Brother Tait was to fill up November on the
following subjects : 1. Christendom in a state
of famine; 2. The Franco-Prussian War and
the Papacy ; 3. Resurrection and Judgment;
4. The Kingdom of God about to be set up
on earth.

GRANTHAM.—Brother Wootton, writing
Oct. 17th, states that the ecclesia has received
an addition by the removal of sister Turney
(wife of brother Isaac Turney) from Nott-
ingham to Grantham. He also mentions
that brother Samuel Turney has commenced
a Sunday school, with six scholars. The
following subjects of lecture (Sunday even-
ings,) have been published for the quarter
ending Dec. 25th. 1. Is the Bible God's
Word ? 2. Is the kingdom to be on earth ?
3. Who is anointed King ? 4. Who are the
joint heirs ? 5. The restoration of Israel.
6. Continued. 7. Eternal Life. 8. The veil
spread over all nations.—(Isa. xxv. 7·) 9.
Rewards and punishment. 10. The Mystery
of Godliness. 11. The Mystery of Iniquity.
12. Is Baptism essential to Salvation ? 13.
A review of the foregoing.

GRANTOWN.—Brother Robertson, writing·
Oct. 30th, announces the obedience of WM.
CAMEKON (27), from Tulloch, in the High-
lands. Brother Cameron, who is in a weak
state of health, was immersed in tepid water.
He came to Grantown to obey the truth,
which he had attained to a knowledge of
through reading Christadelphian publications
in connection with the Scriptures.
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" He (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father) ;
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN."—(Heb. ii. 11.)

" For the earnest expectation of the creature waitethfor the manifestation of THE
SONS OF GOD."—(Rom. viii. 19.)
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THE APOSTAOT UNVEILED:

Λ DEBATE BETWEEN DR. THOMAS AND A PRESBYTERIAN CLERGYMAN,

THIRTY-THREE YEARS AGO, ON THE LEADING DOCTRINES OF CHRISTENDOM

IN RELATION TO BIBLE TliUTH.

MR. WATT then rose, and observed " that he did not come there to
make Presbyterians, but to maintain the common principles of
Christianity ; he came there to prove that Dr. Thomas' principles were
infidel and atheistic: they tended to destroy Christianity, and to set
aside the belief of the being of a God ! The immortality of the soul
was the doctrine of the Bible; it was taught in all its parts, and might
be easily proved from the writings of prophets and apostles. He would
go on to produce his proofs of the immortality of the soul, which was
implied in the following text,—' Say unto them, as I live, saith the Lord
God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked ; but that the wicked
turn from his way and live ; turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; for
why will ye die, 0 house of Israel?'—(Ezekiel xxxiii. 31.) This does
not mean natural death, because all die, both righteous and
wicked : but it refers to the death of the soul—' why will ye die ?'
means, * why bring the pains of the second death upon his soul.' Again
in John viii. Jesus says, ' Verily, verily I say unto you, if a man keep
my saying, he shall never see death/ and ' he that believes on me shall
not die/ that is, his soul shall not die; therefore, the soul must be
immortal. But if Dr. Thomas' theories are correct, Jesus did not
speak the truth.
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As to the Presbyterian Eeligion, He would not maintain that it is the
Christian Eeligion, but part of it; and in regard to the Confession of
Faith, he did not believe in it.

What did Christ mean when he spoke of the worm that never dies,
and of the fire that is never quenched? Did not this prove that there
was an immortal soul—a soul that should never die? Is not such a fire
an eternal fire? and if so, must there not be a never-dying soul to be the
subject of everlasting fire ? And if there is no immortal soul, as Dr.
Thomas says, what does Paul mean by the sorer punishment than death ?
If man is all body and no soul, or nothing but body, blood and breath,
what sorer punishment can man be exposed to than to the punishment
of temporal death ? ' If the righteous man turn from his righteousness
he shall die,' that is, not his body only, but his soul shall die; therefore
the soul is immortal.

In Ecclesiastes it says ' Tlien shall the dust return to the earth as it
was ; and the spirit shall return unto God who gave i t ; ' but Dr. Thomas
says that man is nothing but dust. The Bible says that ' there is a
spirit in man,' and that when the body dies, the spirit goes to God.
Now which are we to believe ? I leave it to Dr. Thomas to settle it.

The Pagans believed in a hell and in a heaven, where the souls of
men were received after death, according as they had been, wicked or
righteous. Virgil and Homer have written about hades, or the place of
immortal souls. It is clear that there is a place of departed spirits, from
the passage which says that «Abraham was gathered to his fathers/
Now we know that Abraham's ancestors were not buried in the Cave of
Machpelah ; because this belonged to the sons of Heth until Abraham
bought it to bury Sarah in ; it does not mean, therefore, that Abraham
was gathered to his fathers in the grave, when he was buried there; but
it means that he went to them in heaven. There is a difference, then,
between soul and body.

The immortality of the soul was believed in the time of Jesus Christ.
The Pagans, the Jews, and the Scribes and Pharisees all believed it; it
was only the Sadducees that said that there was no immortal soul. Dr.
Thomas does not believe that all are to be raised again. According to
his doctrine, there is to be no resurrection of infants, no resurrection of
Pagans or of idiots ; but he consigns them all to the damnation of anni-
hilation. But his doctrine and Christ's are at variance ; for he says that
* all who are in their graves shall come forth.'—(John v.) And John
saw ' the dead, both small and great, stand before the great white
throne.'—(Kev. xx.)" The "Keverend" gentleman then pronounced a
eulogium upon King James's version of the Scriptures. This was
sufficient for him. It taught him that the soul was immortal; and turn-
ing to Dr. Thomas, said " Sir, ask me not to burn the Bible ! " Then
addressing his audience, continued " That Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
were alive and in heaven. Their bodies had gone to corruption, but
their immortal souls were in Paradise with God; for though dead to us
they were alive to Him; for He is their God, and * God is not the God
of the dead, but of the living.' Again, Jesus says * A spirit has not flesh
and bones as ye see me have.' Dr. Thomas denies that this refers to
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the spirit of man ; but I say that it does mean the spirit of a man. Dr.
Thomas is opposed to paraphrases, while his writing is one continued
paraphrase throughout The Harbinger and he have had a controversy
upon these things; but Mr. Campbell, as well as the celebrated Lord
Brougham, whose writings are quoted in the Millennial Harbinger, have
clearly shown that he is wrong."

DR THOMAS proceeds—" You have been told, my friends, that I have
denounced the Baptist preachers, as 'the accursed preachers of another
gospel.' This is not altogether true. There is no rule without an excep-
tion. What I have to do with is my contemporaries. As we have shewn
whoever preaches a gospel different to the ancient gospel, it matters not
by what name the preacher goes, it is the Apostle and not I, who pro-
nounces them accursed. If the Baptist preachers do not preach the
truth, they are manifestly obnoxious to Paul's anathema. God is no
respecter of person, and whether they arrogate to themselves the title of
* the ministers of the gospel of America,' as my friend terms the clerical
order—or of any other country, they are rejected by him if they are not
genuine, Many preachers who have done miracles in the name of Jesus,
will call him Lord in the day of his power, to whom he will say ' Depart,
for I never acknowledged you!'

My friend asks you, ' What have Materialists been in all ages ?' He
did not know, he says, that I was so ready to acknowledge that I am a
Materialist. I have not acknowledged myself a Materialist. It is true
I do not believe in the popular notions of what orthodoxy is pleased to term
the immortal sonl; but I am not for that a Materialist. A genuine
Materialist believes at once that man has within him no such thing as
a soul, capable of an existence separately and independently of the body,
or the man ; but he goes further, and denies that man, when once dead,
will ever come to life again ; that is, if the race were all dead, it would
be extinct, ad infinitum, for ever. He admits the power of God to raise
the dead ; but does not believe that He will. This is Materialism as I
understand it. But this is not my belief. The Scriptures teach me that
man is but living dust; that when he dies, if God were to interfere no
more, he would be eternally extinct; but, that God has not only the
power, but that He will exercise it at an appointed time, and call certain
of the dead from their graves, either that they may enjoy life or that they
may suffer punishment. If this be Materialism, it is the Materialism
of the Bible.

But, my friends, I appeal to your own experience as to the influence
of this doctrine. Compare the lives of your neighbours who believe and
reject it. If the doctrine be the doctrine of the Scriptures, we can reply
most triumphantly that the lives of the primitive Christians abundantly
illustrate the benignity of its influence. Do the lives of your acquaintan-
ces who believe with me, suffer any disparagement by a comparison with
the walk and conduct of those who oppose us ? Are they not at least as
moral, as upright, as honest or as estimable ? But shift the scene, and
behold the fruit of those through past ages who have believed in the
dogma of the immortality of the soul. The Pagan poets and philosophers,
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the obdurate Jews and hypocritical Pharisees, have been cited as believers
in this immortality speculation. All the churches of the apostacy, from
the corruption by the Man of Sin, to our own fanatical and degenerate
age, have added their belief to the previously existing delusion. Their
fruits are manifest; and history has abundantly pourtrayed the iniquity
of the believers of this human tradition. It is of the mass I speak, and
not of an excepted few.

Yes, my friends, this doctrine exerts upon us a salutary influence.
Believing, as we do, that none will attain to ' glory, honour, and immor-
tality,' save such as obey the laws of God according as He has delivered
them, in the several aions or dispensations of time: it is our anxious,
earnest, ardent desire, that we may by any means attain to the resurrec-
tion of the dead ; which is the new way of life first disclosed by the Son
of God. Our hope is well defined in the sacred word ; we know not
only in whom we have believed, but also for what we look. The horizon
of our expectation is not beclouded by the doubts and uncertainties, the
incongruities and absurdities of the Pagan, Papal or Protestant heavens.
These are undefined. If we enquire after them, we are told they are
above, but nobody/can tell us where. It is a place to which our immortal
souls fly upon the wings of angels; but none can tell us what are these
souls, and how far they fly until they reach the goal of flight.

Mr. Watt has spoken of the advertisement of this discussion. As far
as I am concerned, the history of it is as follows. In consequence of his
having engaged to debate with Mr. Anderson on certain things believed
and set forth by me, which he supposed Mr. Anderson also believed,
Mr. Lungston Arvin came down to Amelia with a pressing invitation for
me to be here on the present occasion. When he arrived, I was baptis-
ing a gentleman of the Methodist church, who from the examination of
the Scriptures, had determined to renounce the apostacy by being buried
into Christ. He put a letter into my hand, by which I learned that Mr
Watt was to assail my views, and 1 was to defend them. In doing so,
it was my intention not to let slip the opportunity of unmasking his
religion. He objects to being regarded as the challenger: be it so. I
considered the invitation—especially as I was to be assailed—in the light
of a challenge. Accordingly I so expressed it in the advertisement. In
speaking of my friend, I styled him ' Reverend ' in the way of quotation.
He says they do not claim the title; I am convinced they do not deserve
it. The clerical order accept the title greedily enough. Some of them
are not satisfied with ' Eeverend ' alone, but they must be * The Very
Beverend,' and ' The Eight Eeverend/ and the lord of the reverends is
still more aspiring, for he must be ' His Holiness,' and a very god upon
the earth. Though my opponent does not claim the title, he has no
objection to receive from men the same title of respect as in the Bible is
coufiTied on God alone. · Holy and reverend is His name!' He alone is
worthy of the title ; and in my judgment, when I behold an order of mortals
acoepaug equal titles with the Divinity, it convinces me of their unholi-
U.'LSS, irreverence, and anti-Christian character.

My friend is sorry to see the course I have pursued. I dare say no
one can be more sorry, or has reason to be more sorry than he. He
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talks as though I came here only to be the butt of his ridicule—the mere
target of his poisoned arrows. He can prowl round my intrenchments,
and make a dash here and another there, and I am only to defend such
breaches as he may condescend to indicate. He would like very well to
get me right upon the doctrine of the ' immortality of the soul,' without
making any introductory arrangements. He knows that the prejudices
of the public are all in his favour, and against my views ; hence his
anxiety that I should come abruptly to the point. But my friend, has
' caught a Tartar ; ' he will find that he has got hold of rather an intract-
able subject, who can be moved only according to his own convictions of
propriety. I shall work my way along until I arrive at the great heresy,
when, I doubt not he will find himself involved in some very awkward
and uncomfortable dilemmas.

My friend tells us, that it was onlyin favour of the Christian religion that
he appealed to national prejudices. In reply to this, I would say that
such an appeal indicates the grossest possible misunderstanding of the
spirit and genius of that Institution. Presbvterianism may derive sup-
port from such appeals, but the Christian religion has no need of them
at all. It stands by the power of truth, and it offers that truth with the
strong recommendation of evidence, testimony, arid reason to sustain it.
The spirit of Christianity as found in the Scriptures, though not in the
confessions of faith, is to assuage the passions of men ; to unite their
factions ; to hush up their rivalries, and national animosities, and so to
elevate them above the impulses of animal feeling. Did you ever hear of
apostles or evangelists appealing to the national prejudices of their
audience in favour of their proclamation? No. With them it was,
knowing the terror of the Lord, they besought men of every nation to be
reconciled to God; and forsaking their evil works, to submit to the
kingly government of Jesus. National prejudices did exist between the
Hebrew and Gentile disciples ; but did the apostles fan the spark into a
flame; or did they not rather do their utmost to extinguish the veriest
scintillations of discord or of disaffection ?

Mr. Watt's definition of eternal life is not satisfactory. He says that
' eternal life is a phrase used to signify all that God has to bestow in the
world to come.' This definition confounds things that differ. Eternal
life is one thing, and the things which God has to bestow another. The
eternal life is the life and immortality, or incorruptibility, which has
been brought to light in the ancient gospel, by Jesus Christ; but that
which God has to bestow on the immortalized man is termed the inherit-
ance. This is described by Peter as ' incorruptible, uudefiled, and un-
fading.' Whoever attains to eternal life will attain to the inheritance ;
for the estate can be obtained only by a resurrection from the dead; or
by a transformation of the living baptised believers of the Gospel, who
at his second coming are found ' walking in the ordinances and com-
mandments of the Lord blameless;' and earnestly looking for his
appearing. · To them that look for him will lie appear a second time,
without a sin-offering unto salvation.'

What a glorious prospect, what an animating hope Co the Scriptures
set before the true believer. Our life here is but temporal; it is but a
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vapour, and soon passes away. A few years, at most, perhaps three
score years and ten, and the youngest of this assembly may be numbered
among the dead. But the Christian, though dead, died in the sure and
certain hope of a resurrection to glory, honour and immortality; his
treasure is in heaven, not in his perishing mortality ; it is laid up where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break not through
and steal * Our life,' says the apostle, ' is hid with Christ in God, and
when he who is our life, shall appear, then shall we be with him in glory.'
Our life, or the immortal principle if you will, of * the sons of Abraham/
is not in them, as the dogmata of human tradition inculcate; no : it is
laid up, it is hid in the ark of the testimony of the Holiest of All. It is
not already distributed among men in the form of immortal souls ; it is
one principle, not many abstract and independent essences; it is one
undivided, undistributed life-evolving principle, by which Christ, who is
the Life of the World, will re-animate the mortal bodies of all true
believers. We reject the speculations of the Orthodox as the mere
phantoms of a vain philosophy. They are the idealisms of the spectre-
times of Pagan and Papal romance. They amuse the imagination of the
world, and sicken the sterner mind of the intelligent aspirant after a
never-ending life, with their fantastic shades and serial heavens. They
would have us believe that heaven is the receptacle of human thirds,
which they, in imitation of a Pagan speculatist, are pleased to term
immortal souls. But, my friends, though this may be very popular,
there is no such doctrine in the word of God. Heaven is for man, the
whole man, ' body, soul and spirit, the whole person/ immortalized.
Nothingness is the state of man, if I may so speak, between death and
the resurrection. He is dust, organized and animated while living; he
is dust, disorganised and inanimate, when dead.—QMr. Watt here inter-
fered, that he might assure himself of Dr. Thomas's views in this
particular ; « Did Dr. Thomas mean to say that man was nothing but dust?'
Dr. Thomas replied in the words of the Lord God, as recorded by Moses
—' Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return; ' but this did not
satisfy Mr. Watt; he wished a reply in Dr. Thomas' own words, which
Dr Thomas did not think proper to give.] From his dust, the ruins of
his former self, termed his mortal body by the apostle, he is re-moulded,
and like the fabled phoenix, from his own ashes becomes a man again.
The first man was animal and mortal; the second, spiritual, splendid,
powerful, and glorious.

The last thing J would notice to-day, by way of conclusion, is this
remarkable declaration of Mr Watt—' As to the Presbyterian religion,' he
says that he does ' not maintain that it is the Christian Religion ; but a
part of it, and that in regard to the Confession of Faith he did believe in
it. From this, I judge, that it is truly a singular aspect in which he
views Christianity ! Presbyterianism is part only of the religion of
Jesus! Was not Christianity entire in the Apostolic Age ? Was it not
a compact in the whole? As it appears upon thefair and unsophisticated
page of the New Testament, this whole was made up of the truth, or
doctrine to be believed : of ' one Lord ' to be obeyed; of ' one Baptism '
to be submitted to ; of * one Body ' to be united to ; of one Church, my



The ChristadelphiAn.-j T H E A P 0 STACY UNVEILED. 4 1

friends, and only one, to which all the baptised believers of the Gospel
belonged. There were indeed, many small communities of Christians,
but these communities, or churches, were all uniform in their faith and
worship, they were all alike, or homogeneous, parts of one harmonious
whole. But look at things as they now are in Christendom ! Anciently,
for several years in the beginning, they all spoke and practised the same
things; there were then no Romanists, no Protestant Presbyterians, no
Protestant Episcopalians, no Protestant Methodists, nor Protestant
Baptists; there were no (Ecumenical Councils, General Assemblies,
Synods, nor Conferences ; all rival bodies claiming spiritual jurisdiction
over masses of men, women and infants; the government and order of the
Churches of Christ were one: men were then saved by believing and
obeying the Gospel; but now they are cheated out of their salvation by
' parts of the Religion of Jesus Christ!' Presbvterianism a part of the
Religion of Christ ? Why, three-hundred-and-fifty years ago, there was
no such thing in existence ! To save men and women, it requires a
whole religion; yes, ' the whole truth.' A part is not sufficient.
According to my friend's hypothesis, before a man can get the whole of
the religion of Christ, he must become a Methodist, an Episcopalian, a
Baptist and a Presbyterian of course. But who authorised him to leave
out the whole host of the religious factions of Christendom besides ?
These, by his order, are considered as the four great orthodox commun-
ions of the American Christendom; the innumerable minor sects go for
nothing. Not to go further, then, a man in search of salvation, should
go the round of these at least; for these are the ' great parts of the
religion of Jesus Christ/ So that a man should be sprinkled in
baby-hood, and immersed when adult, and so forth. But perhaps to
avoid these inconsistencies, a member of the one part, maybe considered
as in fellowship with the Great Four; but even this will not do ; for ' the
influential and powerful body' of Protestant Baptists will not receive at
their table their Presbyterian, Episcopal and Methodist Brothers. But
of course this is all as it should be according to Mr Watt; for, says he,
* the Baptists have the truth on their side,' ergo they must be right, and
the other * three parts of the religion of Christ' all wrong. But, my
friends, such a quadrupartite religion will not do to die with : it may do to
live by, so as to enjoy the smiles of men ; but it will never give you a
title to that 'glory, honour and immortality,' which God has promised to
those only who obey Him. For myself, give me either a whole lift -
eternizing religion, or none. If you want the remission of sins and
eternal life, you can obtain them only by believing and obeying the
ancient apostolic and undivided religion of Jesus, which is distinct in
part, spirit and whole, from the clashing and discordant faiths of
Christendom.

I cannot forbear pronouncing an encomium upon the superior sagacity
of my opponent. I regard him certainly, as far in advance of the old
school brethren of his denomination. His intelligence has taken a vault
which has left them egregiously in the rear. They, groping in the gloom
of Geneva darkness, construe the Politico-Ecclesiastical Confession of
Westminster, by the glowing embers of a Servetian tiro; while he, bv a



42 DR. THOMAS ON THE EUROPEAN PROSPECT.

steadier light within, rejects as unworthy of his belief, so absurd and dire
a symbol."

At the conclusion of this day's debate Dr. Thomas exchanged civilities
with Mr. Watt, and observed that they had been warmly engaged, though
for his part, without any personal feeling ; hoped they should continue
to do so in good humour; and upon parting, remarked that he did not
doubt but he should be able to make a Campbellite of him before they
had done.

DE. THOMAS ON THE EUKOPEAN PEOSPEOT IN EELATION TO
THE SIGNS OP THE LOED'S APPEOAOH.

IN a private letter from Dr. Thomas to the Editor, dated December 19th,
there occur the following passages :—" England must, sooner or late^
and that later very near, be drawn in as the principal in a war with Russia
and Prussia. I have written Earl Granville, and told him that, oppose
Eussia or not, Russia will succeed; for it is the prophetic and manifest destiny
of Europe to be Cossacked, which England cannot prevent. I advised him to
seize Egypt, hold on to the Suez Canal, strengthen himself in the Red
Sea, and colonize Palestine with Jews, the natural enemies of Russia,
and, therefore, the natural allies of Great Britain : yet shall Britain be
broken, but not by the hosts of Russia; whose powerful confederacy shall
also be irreparably broken * without hand' upon the mountains of Israel.
With this diplomatic note, I also sent him HEAVEN'S PBOGRAMME, which I
published in 1854, a copy of which I enclose.* Sixteen years ago, I
declared ' the inevitable fall of the French Empire,' as part of the
revealed purpose of heaven. All the world knows that this has been
verified. The Ottoman Empire must follow suit, which England and
her allies, whoever they may be, cannot prevent. We cannot fill in the
lights and shadows, or details of the picture ; but these are the grand
outlines, and these, I doubt not, are correct. I advised Earl Granville
to send to you for a set of Eureka, as a work that no British statesman
should be without, appended to which he would find Heavens Programme,
elaborated from the Book of Daniel in 1854. If he is wise, he will do
so ; if not, he will let it alone.

* ''HFAVET^S PROGRAMME; or, Russia Triumphant and Europe Chained: being an
Exposition of Prophecy, showing the inevitable Fall of the Erench and Ottoman
Empires; the Occupation of Egypt and the Holy Land by the British; the formation of
a Russian Latino-Greek Confederacy; its Invasion and Conquest of Egypt, Palestine,
and Jerusalem; its Destruction on the Mountains of Israel; the long-expected Deliver-
ance of the Jews by the Messiah; His Subjugation of the World through their Agency,
and consequent Establishment of the Kingdom of Israel. 1854."
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The last phase of the EIGHTH HEAD is arising out of the scarlet-
dyed fields of Babylon the Great. When Russia and Prussia shall have
developed the confederacy of Magog's Land, or Scythia and Germany,
as foreshown by Ezekiel and all the prophets, the world will have before
it the scarlet-coloured beast, upon which the drunken woman rides,
described in Rev. xvii. This is the heraldic symbol of old Europe in
church and state contemporary with the appearing of the Ancient of
Days. It is the European body politic now assuming its last phase,
with whose military forces, the Lamb and they that shall be with him,
will have to contend in ' the war of the great day of God Almighty/
The prostration of the Frog Power in its imperial phase was necessary
to this. The policy of the French government has occasioned what now
exists in Europe. Everyone can see this ; but everyone does not see
that this is the Frog sign of Rev. xvi, though I have been directing
public attention to it for twenty years past.

Before the saints, in the execution of the judgment given to them,
destroy ROME, the Israelites there will be invited to ' come out of her.'
They are Messiah's political people, and though it will be ' the time of
Jacob's trouble/ they will be ' saved out of it.' The shadow of this
coming event may be seen in the relief already brought to ' ISRAEL IN

ROME/ by ' a great voice from the heaven saying unto them,'—' a royal
decree from the Italian Government, conferring upon them equal civil
rights with Antonelli and the Pope himself; and liberating them from
that horrid den by the Tiber, called the Ghetto ; so that they can now
live in any part of Rome they please, or clear out of it altogether,
without consulting Pope or Cardinals. If not these impostors, the Jews
will certainly have a good word for Victor Emmanuel and the Revolution.
I enclose you further notice of this in a cutting from the New York
Eerald.

Behold the Pope, and consider his true scriptural status. Though
stripped of all civil and military power, he is still an element of the
situation pregnant with danger to Italy. He is now the apocalyptic
FALSE PROPHET—a spiritual chief, uttering blasphemies and lies in the
name of the True Prophet, like unto Moses, without temporal dominion.
This is what the spiritual ' LION MOUTH ' of the beast will continue to
be, until with the beast, which is the eighth, he shall be taken by Jesus
and the saints, and cast alive into the lake of fire, kindled by the judicial
fiery stream issuing from the Ancient of Days,—(Dan. vii. 9, 10 ; Rev.
xix. 20.) Out of this false prophet mouth is to go forth an ' unclean spirit'
of the frog kind. It is to go forth to the kings of the earth, * Germany,
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and the whole habitable.' It is a war spirit of evil and wicked inten-
tions, Now we see that it has already begun to go forth to the
conqueror of France. Though stripped stark naked of all temporal
dominion, the false prophet of Great Babylon has not abandoned hope
of deliverance from the grip of Victor and the Italians, and restoration
to the temporal sovereignty of the pontifical state. In answer to his
application for aid to the Emperor-elect of the two-horned beast of the
earth, he has received from Wilhelm the assurance, that so soon as he
has got the present war off his hands, he will restore the Pope to his
temporal power. This indicates a German siege of Eome, and its
probable desolation; as also, a German conflict with Italy and Spain.
When the two great allied and consolidated monarchies are attempting
the solution of the Eoman and Eastern Questions, Britain, Austria,
Italy, Spain, Portugal, Turkey, Belgium, and the Baltic kingdoms will
all have their hands more than full. 'Many countries shall be overthrown:1

separately sovereign, they come with France, to recognize a common
lord and master in the consolidated two-horned dominion of the all-
conquering north. When these ' many countries' are prostrate, old
Europe will afford Great Britain but few allies with whom to carry-on
the war. This will be England's darkest hour, which is said to be just
before day. She will not be overthrown by * the King of the North/
though suffering defeats by him. The autocratic power of Gog, though
imperial over the ' many countries/ will not be the lord and master of
' Sheba and Dedan, and the Merchants of Tarshish, and the Young
Lions thereof.' Sheba, Dedan, and Tarshish, in other words, the
British Power will be broken by the saints, to whom judgment will have
been previously given. This will be the epoch of Christadelphian
prowess and victory. The ships of Tarshish and all the wealth of the
British Tyre become theirs; and Israel, with their subjugated allies of
Britain, will be prepared for the final conquest of the confederated east,
west, north, and south, with the extinction of the Infallible Name of
Blasphemy, of the Seven Hills, and all the abominations, Catholic and
Protestant, in any way thereto related.

You will please remember, also, that there are «three unclean spirits
like Frogs/ not one only, or two, each one proceeding from a single
mouth—the German mouth, the Papal mouth, and the Constantino-
politan mouth. Surely the unclean utterances of three such systems of
government, inspired by French events and influences, are enough to
set the world on fire, and to upset the impracticable, Utopian policy of a
trading and peace-at-any-price Quaker cabinet, such as now in England
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fails to discern the signs of the times
that have come upon them! They must
be taken out of the way as unequal to the
national exigencies of the crisis. These
' unclean spirits ' are to ' work miracles.'
In other words, they are to do wonders
that shall cause great astonishment in the
minds of men —they shall bring about
great and astonishing political changes.
A recent editorial in the New York
Herald thus expresses it: * We live in an
ag-e,' says the writer, which is so full of
marvels, that men cease to wonder. The
more apparently impossible the event, the
more likely is it to happen.' This is true;
thes<j apparently impossible events are the
very ' miracles' to be wrought by the
unclean policies of the controlling powers
of the world, among which is the decrepid
old Name of Blasphemy, of the Seven
Hills, whose besotted and idiotic progeny
are ' mad with excitement,' in view of the
contemptible spectacle infallibility presents
to the Protestant and Mahommedan
worlds.

Wishing you a happy new year, and
introduction into the presence of the King
with acceptance and honour,—I remain,
faithfully yours,

JOHN THOMAS.

ISRAEL IN HOME.
" The Official Gazette of the kingdom of
Italy contained a few days ago, a royal
decree, extremely brief in its terms, but
pregnant with an amount of human happi-
ness, or at least, putting an end to human
misery, such as rarely is secured or averted
by the acts of modern sovereignty. I
refer to the royal decree, to take effect
immediately, though its formal sanction
must be obtained from the new Parliament,
by which all the citizens from the annexed
Roman provinces are placed on the same
footing as regards civil rights.

It may be, perhaps, not without its use
if, whilst a Cardinal Grandison in one
country demands the restitution of
temporal sovereignty to the Pope, on the
ground that Rome belongs not to Italy but
to universal Christendom; whilst Arch-
bishop Ledochowski is journeying from
Posen to Versailles ior a similar purpose, I
take the liberty of presenting a brief
summary of the particular legal and social
state of one class under the Papal Govern-
ment, just admitted to equal civil rights by
the royal decree. I speak of the four
thousand eight hundred Jews huddled to-
gether in the Ghetto, and who, until a very

few years ago, were forcibly penned up
there; the huge iron gates being closed at
nieht-fall, and neither ingress or egress
permitted by the guards until the following
morning.

Of this wretched population—wretched
beyond expression—miserably crushed
down by a secular bigotry and oppression,
nearly one-half—some two thousand per-
sons, are daily making the streets and
squares of Rome echo with cries, the Italian
equivalents of ' old clo.' What episodes
of misery, what epochs of persecution are
not suggested by their bent forms and
their thin querulous cries! Ballanti has
sketched the suffering which is the bad^e
of all their tribe, and its outlines are the
following. The horrid den in which they
are cooped up, was assigned to them about
the middle of the sixteenth century, by
Paul IV., with the benevolent view of
preserving Catholics from the fatal con-
tagion of their intercourse. Pius V.
managed to improve, even on the rigour of
the stern Caraffa; he found time amidst
his plotting against Elizabeth and the
Huguenots, to make the iron enter more
deeply into the souls of his own Jewish
subjects; he kept them immured in the
Ghetto as closely as galley slaves. When
by chance a wretched Hebrew was descried
in the streets of Rome, the hue and cry
was given, and he was hunted back to the
cells of the Inquisition. In 1847, permissions
were given for the first time to dwell beyond
the precincts of the Ghetto; but even then
only in its immediate vicinity. The per-
missions, however, were never granted in
a legal form; not even in writing. They
were only a verbal permission of the Card-
inal Vicar, which might at any moment be
recalled on the complaint of the first
Catholic house proprietor who took it into
his head to regard their proximity to him
as a cause of civil or religious scandal. The
Jews were in all respects the pariahs of
society. To vex and oppress them was a
thing pleasing to God and man. Their
testimony was not considered as valid in
any court of law; so that a Christian who
killed a Jew in the presence of twenty
Jewish witnesses, remained unpunished for
want of proof. They could not possess
real property, a disqualification which un-
happily existed too long in countries more
enlightened. They were debarred from all
the liberal professions, from attendance on
the public schools and academies—the only
exception in their favour being the per-
mission to attend the medical lectures at
the University, A Jew might thus become
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a physician or a surgeon, but could not
practise the healing art on a Christian, not
even though the Christian had been struck
down by his side on the public highway, in
a fit of apoplexy, which the immediate use
oi the lancet might have relieved. Nor
was that all. The prejudice or caprice of
the Cardinal Vicar frequently prohibited
the Jewish practitioner, when once licensed,
from practising in Rome or the Papal
provinces, so that he was driven from his
family, and compelled to wander forth to
earn his bread in some foreign state. It
has required the whole influence of the
house of Rothschild, brought with a direct
pressure on the Papal Government, to
obtain, but very recently, from Pius IX.,
permission for some of the young co-
religionists of the great financiers to attend
the mathematical lectures at the Univer-
sity. One Roman Jew obtained permission
to prosecute his artistic studies at the
academy of St. Luke. And last year, lor
the first time, one young Jew received
permission to attend—but the order
expressly stated in the character of a
simple hearer—the public lectures on law.
The jealousy of the priestly government
and its traditions of persecution towards
the Jews were not confined to the liberal
professions. A Jew was not allowed to be
a locksmith. Jews capable of making
locks and keys would likewise be capable
of entering, without the knowledge of the
owners, Christian houses. After this
fashion the Papacy did justice to the Jew.
The charitable institutions of Rome,
however numerous or beneficent to the
Catholic, were inexorably closed against
the Jew. The State made no provision
for them in their poverty or in their
sickness. Nor could private Jewish
chanty, through the obstacles thrown in
its way by Government, supply as it
might have wished, the shortcomings of
the State. In the first period of his reign
Pius IX, ordered a sum of three hundred
dollars to be annually paid from the
treasury to relieve the poverty and sick-
ness of the Jews in the Ghetto. But
three hundred dollars could really no
more meet such a want than a single cup
of water would have allayed the raging
thirst of the sufferers in the ' black
hole' of Calcutta. Both the suffering
and the poverty were the necessary con-
sequences of a system. The two thousand
old Jewish clothes-men who prowl about
Rome and its neighbourhood are the
natural creations of sueh a state of
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required, until very lately, a special per-
mission. And, in practice, this still
continued to be the case until the over-
throw of the Papal Government six weeka
ago, for it was always in the power
of any subordinate papal functionary to
prevent the old clothes-man from carrying
on his trade in the provinces and to send
him back to Rome. And it must never be
forgotten that whilst the Roman Jews
paid all the taxes levied on the other
classes of citizens, they paid a further
series of special imposts simply because
they were Jews. This mass of organized
suffering and wrong—these iniquities, per-
petrated in the name of religion, must long
leave their traces on the Jewish commu-
nity of Rome. But the first great step
for the removal has, heaven be praised,
been taken. Let those persons who, in
other countries, invoke the holiest names,
the most sacred interests, in their attempt
to re-establish the temporal authority of
the Pope—let them think deeply and
seriously on the responsibility which they
assume, in even daring to propose for the
approval of the civilised and Christian
world, the planting afresh a tree which
has borne such fruits."—Daily News,
Nov. 25th.

ISRAEL IN RUSSIA.

" T h e London Athenceum in an able
review of two new books, entitled ' The
Book of Kagal—(Kinga Kagla)' He-
brew Local and Universal Societies—
(yevreisMva bratsva myestniya i vsemir-
niyaj; by J . H. Braphmann, (Wilna),"
makes the following editorial remarks on
the subject referred to above:—

It is singular that no recent traveller in
Russia has thought of telling us something
about the Russian Jews. Yet there are
2,000.000 of them, chiefly concentrated in
Poland and the Western Governments.
Their condition is curiously anomalous;
in Bessarabia they are not allowed to live
within fifty versts of the frontier, and in
other districts they form thirty-five per
cent, of the population, and possess all the
properry and wealth of the place. In
Kharkof, till a short time ago, no Jew was
allowed to remain, while in Yellsavetgrad,
which you will reach in a day, your driver
will reply to your interrogatories by telling
you that if you continue to call him a Jew
(zhid) instead of a Hebrew, he can have

ou fined twenty-five rubles. While Rabbin-
cal schools are closed in Odessa, the first
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poor Hebrews in some of the smaller towns |
are prohibited all occupations but usury, ,
Polyakoff stands high in the confidence of
the Government as a maker of railways,
and is prevented from buying the most
magnificent palace in St. Petersburg, only
because a lingering scruple forbids the sale
of the family chapel to a Jew. The Jews
in Russia, hampered by contradictory
enactments and restrictions, have almost
created an imperium in imperio, and have
their own customs, their own dress, their
own laws, and even their own language—
at least, the mixture of corrupt German,
Polish, Russian and Hebrew, which they
all speak, is known as the Israelite language,
and can be heard to advantage at the
Jewish theatre at Warsaw. Everybody in
Russia has regarded the Jews with such
contempt and indifference, that the revela-
tions of Mr. Braphmann — himself a
Christianized Jew—on Hebrew laws and
customs, supported by authentic documents
from the archives of Wilna, have excited
great astonishment and have at once
reopened 'the Hebrew question,' which
has been for some time rising in importance.
Some Russian liberals propose various
remedies and measures; some, who call
themselves very liberal, think the Jew
should have no civil rights, while others,
with whom we believe our readers will agree,
say there is one very simple remedy—abolish
all distinctions,and"educate the Jews equally
with other Russian subjects, and there can
be no Hebrew question.

With the Hebrew question in Russia,
however, we have at present nothing to do;
and the books of Mr. Braphmann are
as chiefly interesting to us, showing the
peculiarities of the Hebrew law and life,
actually existing in Russia, derived from
the Talmud and the ancient Judaic law.
The line of Schiller,

* Die Juden bihien einen Staat im Staate,"

has been wonderfully realized in Western
Russia and Poland, where the Jews have
formed and preserved to this day in every
city or town a Talmudical municipal
republic, of a very aristocratic kind, in
which the patrician caste have arbitrary
and despotic power over the plebeians.
This government is carried on by two
institutious, the Kagal or Kheder-Hakagal,
the communal government, and the Beth-
Din, the Talmudical Court, which is
partially recognized by the Russian laws.
The government is indeed elective, but both
electors and elected must have obtained a
certain rank in the community, gained

nominally by proficiency in the learning of
the Talmud, and often granted in reality to
rich men for a money consideration. The
Kagal not only directs the schools and
internal government of the community, but
supervises and regulates all the affairs of
Hebrews with the non-Hebrew population,
forbidding or allowing them, as it considers
best for their interests. This power is
completely arbitrary, and there can be no
appeal from it. The authority of all ex-
ternal laws and regulations is denied and
said to be not binding on Hebrews, and
they are strictly forbidden to have recourse
to a Russian court in disputes with each
other, even when the Russian laws coincide
with the Hebrew. The Kagal, however,
does not scruple to have recourse to the
external authorities when necessary, and
practicable to assist it in its objects. The
Kagal claims to have authority over the
whole territory and population of the
district. Non-Hebrews are there, and in
possession of property only as infringers of
the rights of the chosen people of God.
The Kagal grants or sells the right of
living in the district to a new comer, and
without the necessary paper, a Jew coming
from another district, would find ifc
impossible to live or support himself. The
property of non-Hebrews is, according to
the Talmud, a iree wilderness, or as Rabbi
Joseph Kulun says, * a sort of free lake/
in which only that Hebrew can place nets
who has obtained a right ior it from the
Kagal. Thus regarding the property of
non-Hebrews as the general property of
the community, the Kagal sells to Jews
the right to occupy this property, and even
draws up bills of sale and receives money
from them. More than that, it sells the
right to exploiter individuals, to lend them
money, and to get hold of their property.
Things of this kind seem almost incredible,
although Mr. Braphmann quotes in full,
formal acts—one selling the right to the shop
of a Russian merchant, another a part of
the city lands, with the buildings that
may hereafter be erected by the Govern-
ment, and another a whole Franciscan
convent. After such a sale no other Jew
can interfere without the permission of the
purchaser, and should a Jew purchase or
get hold of real estate belonging to a
Christian, which had not previously been
disposed of by the Kagal, he would have to
buy again from the Kagai before his right
would be recognized by the Rabbinical
Court, or by his fellows.

Besides its power of fixing the residence
of Jews, the Kagal claims tins right to
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interfere with their choice of occupation,
and to prevent them from exercising it;
regulates even the details of their domestic
life; fixes the number of persons that can
be present at a marriage or festival, the
musicians that can be employed, and many
other petty things. One of its greatest
powers is in the butchering· of cattle. The
Jews, even with us, as is well known, can
eat no meat but that killed in accordance
with the precepts of the law of Moses; and
in Russia this rule is most strictly regarded;
but the religious instincts of the people do
not keep them so much to its strict observ-
ance as the active supervision of the
Rabbinical authorities. They are the more
particular, as they collect a tax on meat,
which supplies funds for communal pur-
poses. This tax has been recognized and
confirmed by the Kussian laws, and the
government officials are required to assist
in its collection, on the ground that the
Kagal will thus be able to make good the
deficiencies in the government taxes, of
Jewish communities. No doubt part of this
tax comes from Christians. The Kagal is

also authorized by law to impose a tax on
all liquors sold in taverns and dram shops,
kept by Hebrews in country villages.
This tax, of course, falls on the consumers;
the purchasers are all peasants, and there are
no other dram shops. Another curious
instance of a tax on the whole population,
for the benefit of the Jews, is found in
Wilna In the Jewish quarter there has
been permitted a tax on provisions for the
Kagal; and a few years ago, the Kagal
succeeded in persuading the city authorities
to remove the public fish market to that
quarter, thus laying the excise on the whole
community. This tax in 1867 was farmed
out by the city council for £340. One
might almost think Judaism the State
Religion there.

Every plebeian Jew tries, if possible, to
have his sons educated in the Talmud,
that they may gain the necessary rank,
and be better off than himself. The
"Alliance Israelite Universelle" is an
attempt to unite all Jewry by means of
such societies."

FUTIJEE PUNISHMENT NOT "ETEKNAL TOKMENTS."

(Continued from page 20.J

DESTRUCTION.

Dr. ANGUS's next endeavour is to get rid
of the terms " destroy " and " destruc-
tion " as proofs that the wicked, of whom
they are affirmed, cease to exist when
made finally subject to them. His effort
is of the same character as that by which
he sought to disprove the natural sense of
"l i fe" and "death." He ignores the
primary sense of the terms, and rests his
opposition to the " destructionists " on the
demonstration that there are secondary
senses. This is futile as an argument.
There are secondary meanings to most
words, but the primary meaning is not
thereby brought into disuse, or diverted
from its natural applications. On the
contrary, the secondary use keeps the
primary in view as the source in which
the secondary meanings have their origin,
and in the light of which they are to be
understood. Thus, when it is said a
meeting had no life in it, the mind
naturally thinks of the warmth and
animation which are the characteristics of

literal life, as opposed to the coldness and
stillness of death.

Dr. Angus admits, as he is bound to
admit, that the Scriptures teach that the
wicked are to be destroyed—given over to
destruction—walking, as they are, in the
broad road leading thereto. But he
objects to understand these statements as
of the being of the wicked, insisting that
they are to be understood only of their
condition. He contends that it is the
WELL-BEING of the wicked that is to be
destroyed—not the wicked themselves.
How does he fortify his position? He
" turns to Liddell and Scott " and " finds
that the Greek verb means to kill, to lay
waste or ruin, to bore one to death, to
perish or die, to be undone or ruined, to
be lost." Surely these definitions do not
help him much. He then quotes Wahl's
opinion as to what the word means in the
New Testament, which is rather more in
his favour, but of no more weight than his
own. Rightly discarding the lexicogra-
phers as mere witnesses, he turns to the
Scriptures to ascertain the meaning as
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determined by actual usage, or rather to
demonstrate what it does not mean, for he
is more careful to show that destruction
does not mean annihilation than to make
plain what it is that it does mean. He
quotes Prov, i. 32: " T h e prosperity of
fools shall destroy them," and asks '· Is
this always annihilation? " He does not
answer the question. We, therefore, put
the more pertinent question: What is the
meaning of <l destroy" in the verse
quoted? We get the answer from the
context. Solomon exhorts his son to
" Consent not " when sinners entice. His
reason for this advice he gives thus: " for
they lay wait for THEIR OWN BLOOD; they
lurk privily for THEIR OWN LIVES. SO
are the ways of every one that is greedy of
gain, which TAKETH AWAY THE LIFE OF
THE OWNERS THEREOF. "Therefore,"
continues Solomon, later in the chapter,
" shall they eat of the fruit of their own
way, and be filled with their own devices;
for the turning away of the simple shall
SLAT them, and the prosperity of fools—
the words quoted by Dr. Angus—shall
DESTROY them." Destroy is clearly used
as the parallel of "slay," and %£slay" is
defined as the taking away of life, which
is precisely the " annihilation " contended
for by those whom Dr. Angus opposes.
He next alludes to Jer. xxiii 1: " Woe be
to the pastors that destroy and scatter the
sheep of my pasture," upon which, he
asks "must the sheep be annihilated in
this case? " The facts will answer the
question. Israel, the sheep in question,
were led astray by their leaders or
shepherds. The result was they '' became
meat to the beasts of the field " (verse 5)
or a prey to neighbouring nations sent
upon them in punishment of their sins.
This visitation involved their destruction.
As a nation, they were broken up;
as individuals, vast numbers were slain.
Jeremiah depicts the calamity thus: " The
young and the old lie on the ground in the
streets; my virgins and my young men
arc fallen by the sword; Thou hadst slain
themin the day of Thine anger; Thou hast
killed and not pitied. Thou hast called,
as in a solemn day, my terrors round
about, so that in the day of the Lord's
anger, none escaped nor remained. Those
that I have swaddled and brought up hath
mine enemy consumed."—(Lam. ii. 21-22.)
Because, therefore, of the consequence
involved in the wrong-leading of Israel's
shepherd, they might well be termed
<% destroyers of the flock." in the very
sense objected to by Dr. Angus, viz.,

" annihilators of the flock."
Again, he asks, did Christ come to seek

and to save that which was annihilated ?
As a matter of destiny, yes; death had
passed in prospect upon all men, and had
so certain a hold on them that Jesus
describes them as dead, saying " Let the
dead bury their dead." It was this very
state of things that required him to seek
and to save. Thus he is " the resurrection
and the life."—(John xi. 25.) ' B y man
came death, by man came also the resur-
rection of the dead "—(1 Cor. xv. 19.)

He next appeals to the case of the
prodigal son, who was lost (original
destroyed) and was found. This case only
proves the secondary use of the word.
When a man, abandoning himself to
profligacy, loses health, character, and
social standing, and brings himself to the
depths of poverty and disgrace, it is not
extravagant metaphor to say he has
destroyed himself. A secondary use docs
not, however, supersede the primary and
most common use, which, in this case, is
to demolish, cause to cease, annihilate.
Even in its application to the prodigal son,
there is more of the primary than the
secondary sense, for the destruction
operated on a life that was—a life that
was surrounded by accessories of affluence—
causing it to cease to exist. Another view
of the case tends in the same direction.
The use of the word '' lost " {destroyed)
in contrast to " found," would show that
it is the Prodigal's relation to his father
rather than to himself that is the subject
of discourse; and in relation to his
father, he had ceased to exist when he
disappeared, and (for aught his father
knew) was dead

Dr. Angus's allusion to the question of
the ^supposed) demons " art thou come to
destroy us before the time ? " (Mark i. 24) —
opens up a question which, being foreign
to the present controversy, we must pp.ss
over with the remark that the destruction
referred to was. undoubtedly, real, not-
withstanding that in Matthew's account
(Matt viii. 29), " torment" is used as the
equivalent of " destroy." The process of
desiruction causes suffering. "Destroy,"
therefore, includes " torment " as the
beginning of the act. The " torment " of
Matthew may also be said to carry the
"destruction" of Mark with it, since the
infliction of the one causes or charac-
terizes the occurrence of the other.

"When Christ died for his people, was
he annihila ed ? " asks Dr. Angus. Ί lie
facts again supply the answer. Thcfcliving
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Jesus of Nazareth ceased to exist when he
expired on the cross. An inanimate body
remained, which, but for divine interference,
would have gone to corruption like other
human bodies, but the Father, who
tabernacled in him, in the days of his
weakness (and withdrew from him at the
crisis of his trial), returned to him in
power at the end of three days, and
caused him again to live, and show forth
the wondrous works of God. While
Jesus was dead, he was dead, or if
Dr. Angus pleases, (though the term is
not strictly applicable) ** annihilated."

" Was it for the annihilation of the
flesh that the incestuous member was
excluded? " — ( 1 Cor. v. 5.) Certainly;
the flesh was to be extirpated from among
the Corinthians. "Purge out the old
leaven " is the exhortation connected with
it.

" Did God annihilate the men who
perished in the flood ? "—(2 Pet. iii. 6.)
Certainly. " The flood came, and
destroyed them all,'9—(Luke xvii. 27.)
agreeably to the language in which the
flood was intimated to Noah, " The Lord
said, / will destroy man whom 1 have
created from the face of the earth " —
(Gen. vi. 7.)

"ANNIHILATION' ' VINDICATED

FROM PERVERSION.

" Have the Israelites whom God des-
troyed in the wilderness been annihilated
(Jude 11) and all the unbelievers of
Rahab's day? "—(Heb. xi. 31.) Yes.
" I s there,'' then asks Dr. Angus, "for
them, no resurrection . . ? " Here,
becomes, at once, apparent the unfair
sense, in which Dr. Angus, in common
with all who oppose the doctrine of no
immortality out of Christ, use the word
"annihilation." In fact, it is unfair to
use the word at all. It is a word not used
by the advocates of no immortality out of
Christ, because of the false notion
attached to it. It is a word put upon
them by Dr. Angus's class, who treat it as
involving a denial of resurrection and
future retribution altogether. Those who
deny immortality out of Christ do not
contend for annihilation in this sense.
They contend that death is the wa^es of
sin, and that death is as much a ceasing to
exist as life commenced is a beginning to
exist, but that God is able and has declared
His purpose to bring again from the dead
"just " and/' unjust,'3 to receive " according

to their works; " and that hence arises the
doctrine of resurrection—the great feature
of the Christian system. The dead, being
dead, must be raised from the dead if they
are to be the subjects of future retribution,
which is not at all necessary in
Dr. Angus's system. The righteous live
again to receive immortality and inherit-
ance in the kingdom of God. The
wicked live again to suffer shame in a
public judicial consignment to " second
death," from which they never re-emerge.
Surely it is not inconsistent with these
views that the dead, while in the grave,
should be considered as non-existent. It is
their very non-existence that makes resur-
rection a necessity. And, surely, these are
very different conclusions from those
supposed to be carried with the word
" annihilation/'

" In all these cases," observes Dr. An-
gus, " the * destruction'. is said to be
past." For an obvious reason, in the case
of antediluvians, disobedient Israelites,
&c, viz., that it is past. " And yet," he
continues," those to whom it is applied
are supposed to be still living—some to be
saved and others still to suffer." If
Dr. Angus had said and proved " those to
whom it is applied are declared by the
Scriptures to be still living," there would
have been something to answer. " Sup-
position " is of no account in controversy.
That dead men should be "supposed to be
alive " is one of the anomalies of the age,
resulting from the admixture of self-evident
and Scripture fact with Pagan fiction.

" DESTRUCTION" IN RELATION

TO "ANNIHILATION."

Where future destruction is spoken of,
Dr. Angus denies that it means annihila-
tion, (that is, destruction,) first, because
it is the thing threatened. The force of
this is not apparent. Destruction in the
annihilationist sense can be threatened, m
view of the everlasting life to be manifested
in the day of Christ, with as much
propriety and effect as torment. His
second ground of denial is because it is
described in words that imply conscious
suffering. This is equally weak. The
objects of divine vengeance will be intensely
conscious of their doom, when pronounced
and being entered upon. There will be
" weeping and wailing and gnashing of
teeth," but this is not inconsistent with the
fact that the judgment overtaking them



The ChristadelpbiAfl,T
Feb. 1,1S71. j FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 61

will destroy them. He next objects that
they are to be " 'punished' with it; to
* suffer' to *go away ' into it." The
answer is obvious: these descriptions are as
much applicable to destruction as torment,
and therefore of no weight on either side
of the controversy. " They are cast
alive into it,'* he continues. This is not a
correct application of Scripture as was
ghewn at an earlier stage of the argument.
The words quoted are used of a symbolic
" beast and false prophet," and not of the
literal doom of the wicked. Dr. Angus is,
therefore, prohibited from using them.
The same remark applies to the quotation,
" They have no rest, day nor night." The
statement applies to the Apocalyptic
'* worshippers of the beast and his image,''
and to a judicial retribution to be inflicted
in " the presence of the holy angels, and in
the presence of the Lamb" at his coming,
and is, therefore, not applicable to a
process limited by Dr. Angus' theology to
the cavernous depths of the Satanic
abyss, and bearing indiscriminately on
sinners of all time and throughout all
eternity. Next, he quotes " Their worm
dieth not; their fire is not quenched."
This will not serve him unless understood
literally. Does Dr. Angus mean it to be
taken literally? He does not say. He is
carefully non-committal throughout, which
is, of course, very prudent in matters
involving risk, but not commendable in
the public exhibition of truth. If Dr.
Angus take it literally, he is unlike his
class, who treat it as a metaphor of like
character (though of different meaning)
with plucking out the right eye and
cutting off the right hand; and he will be
involved in the anomaly of worms in hell
and worms that are immortal, for they
never die. If pressed on this point, he
would, doubtless, yield to a metaphorical
construction. If so, his use oi it is
frustrated, for it cannot, as a metaphor, be
admitted to signify the condition of blazing
torture, which he quotes it to countenance.
As a metaphor, it is metaphorical of the
truth, and as to this, the wider argument
already unfolded, points in a contrary
direction to Dr. Angus's theology, and
reveals a beauty in the metaphor which
that theology destroys. A worm is the
symbol of corruption. In Dr. Angus's
future punishment of the wicked, there is
no corruption, but a fire-proof immortality
in hell, to which a worm has no natural
relation whatever. In the system of the
truth ·' he that soweth to the flesh shall oi
the flesh reap corruption"—(Gal. vi. 8.)

Hence, an undying worm is a natural
metaphor of the fate which destroys them
in the grave.—(Job xxi. 26.) As to
the unquenchable fire, fire is a symbol
of destruction, for it is the most destruc-
tive element ordinarily known to men.
Unquenchable fire is the symbol of irre-
trievable destruction. If a fire can be put
out, the thing or person upon which it is
preying may be saved, but if it get the
upper hand, there is no hope. Both
metaphors are in h°rmony with the
revealed destiny of the wicked.

Dr. Angus next remarks, " I t is after
God has killed that He casts into hell.
This, which is intended to be telling, is
really very damaging to Dr Angus.
What does he here understand by
4< killed ? " It cannot be spiritual killing,
for those who are k< cast into hell' ' are,
according to Dr. Angus already dead in
that sense. It cannot be killing with the
so-called ''eternal death," because on
Dr. Angus's own shewing, it is before
the so-called eternal death that this killing
is inflicted. Dr. Angus won't admit it is
the newly-raised bodies of the wicked that
are killed, for he teaches that they are to
live for ever in hell. Consequently, he is
shut up to a dilemma. The doctrine he
opposes does not require to force a
solution, for the words in question teach
the doctrine. That doctrine is that God
will kill the wicked and cast them into a
dishonoured Gehenna, at the time when
the righteous are exalted to honour. Of
the people living under the rule of the
righteous at that time, it is testified
that " They shall go forth and look upon
the CARCASES (men having been " killed ")
of the men that have transgressed against
me; for their worm shall not die, neither
shall their fire be quenched: and they
shall he an abhorring unto all flesh."—
(Isaiah lxvi. 24.)

PHILOLOGICAL DUST-THROWliNG
FRUSTRATED.

Dr. Angus, in the straitness of his
position, makes a remark to the " English
reader " about the words " destruction "
and " destroy," which simply amounts
to throwing dust, and which " the English
reader," if unable to deliver himself from
Dr. Angus, must feel to be very distressing
on the supposition that he is given to
Scripture reading. He says " destroy "
and " destruction" " are often used to
translate Greek words which have no



FUTURE PUNISHMENT. rThe Christadelphian,
L Feb. 1,1871,

connection with annihilation at all.
(Query: What Greek words, in Dr. An-
gus' s estimation, have such connection?
He has carefully repudiated such a
meaning· to all the words which could
express it.) He refers to several passages
illustratively, and observes: " I t is unfor-
tunate that words so different in meaning
as the words found in these passages.
should have heen translated by the same
English word." Now this is decidedly
misleading. It has but the slenderest
foundation. The words translated '* de-
stroy " and "destruction" are not
always the same in the original, but they
always express the ideas represented by
these English terms, as is shewn by the
iact of the translators selecting them,
and shewn by a glance at the very passages
instanced by Dr. Angus in illustration.
Rom. iii. 16: "Destruction and misery
are in their paths." The original word is
συντριμμα, from a verb signifying to
break in pieces or shivers. Jt may be
more properly translated ruin, but, surely,
ruin is [destruction.—2 Cor. x. 8:
" Authority which the Lord hath given
us for edification, and not for your
destruction." The original word is
tcaOeipeai?, from a verb signifying to take
down, to put or pull down, to cast down,
which, as used in contrast to building
up, (or edification) carries the sense of
destruction to the thing pulled down.
•—2 Cor xiii. 10: the word is the same.
Acts ix. 21: ' ' Is not this (Paul) he that
destroyed them which called on this name."
The original word is πορθησας, from
portheo, to lay waste. Is not this to
destroy? The sense of it is shewn in
Paul's description of what he did in
laying waste those who called on the iiamfi
of Christ. He says '" I persecuted this
wayww/o the death, binding and delivering
unto prisons both men and women."
(Acts xxii. 4.)—Gal. i. 23: " The faith
that he once destroyed." The word is
the same as the last.-1 John iii. 8:
'* that he might destroy the works of the
devil." Here the verb is λυο, signifying
to loose or dissolve, and when used in any
antagonistic sense, to unloose destructively,
and, therefore, destroy. The doctrinal
meaning points to a destructive sense
of the word. Surely the mission of
Christ is not to liberate or set free the
works of the devil, but to loose them in
the sense of melting, dissolving, destroy-
ing.—Matt. v. 17: "Think not that, l a m
come to destroy the law and the prophets."

Here the verb is καταλυο, & compound
of luo having the sense of to dissolve, to
throw down, overthrow destroy.—Matt,
xxvi. 61: "This fellow said, I am able to
destroy the temple of God." The original
word is the same as in the last, and, in
this case, shews conclusively the sense
attaching to it. — Matt, xxvii. 40. " Thou
that destroyest the temple;" the same.
Acts vi. 14: "Jesus of Nazareth shall
destroy this place;" the same.—Gal. ii.
18: " I f I build again the things which I
have destroyed;" the same. Acts xiii.
19: kk And having destroyed the seven
nations oi Canaan/' Here the word is
the same as in Matt. v. 17.

Thus in all the cases cited by Dr. Angus,
the original words, instead of " having no
connection with annihilation," directly
express that meaning in relation to the
several things spoken of. Doubtless the
process of philology, applied abstractly,
could be made to fritter that meaning out
of them; but the original " usage," which
is the conclusive test, is in favour of the
construction Dr. Angus opposes. The
" unfortunateness " that " words so differ-
ent in meaning, should have been translated
by the same English word," is an unfor-
tunateness that will be felt only by those who
struggle to evade the natural meaning of
"destroy" and "destruction." There is
no misfortune or difficulty for those who
yield to the claims of common sense. Dr.
Angus alleges " one advantage " from the
so-called unfortunateness. He says " it
shows that the translators of the English
Bible, who were masters of their own
tongue, never supposed that destruction
implied of necessity, annihilation." It
only shows this I F the original words do
not mean destruction, as we have shown
they do; and if "destroy" in Englis'i
does not mean to deprive of being, in the
form or substance destroyed; which we
all know it does. Finally, it is a matter
of little moment what the the translators
of the English Bible " supposed." That
Dr Angus should take refuge in their
opinion, shows he felt weak on the merits
of the argument itself; and that he should
beg the question by assuming what their
opinion was, is still more conclusive on
this point.

TORMENT.

Par. iii. on "Punishment," is unobject-
ionable. Aimed at the restorationist, it
does not affect the position of those who
believe death to be the wages oi sin. The
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remarks on "torment" also concede all
that the latter class contend for, as regards
the meaning of the terms. They are so
much to the point that we reproduce them.
" The Givek word (translated torment)
means to try sorely. [Footnote: ' A
glimpse of the old meaning may be seen in
Robert of Gloucester's statement, that
* Peter tormented our Lord that they might
not perish.') Of old, jailors were em-
powered by law to whip or otherwise
punish criminals. Hence they were called
"tormentors," and hence "tormentor" is
defined as " one who inflicts penal torture."
—(Ogilvie-. A form of the same word is
used in the Septuagint for a prison-house
—(Comp. 1 Pet.iii. 19); another form for
grief or heavy calamity, and for trespass-
offering or punishment.— (See 1 Sam. vi. 3-
4, Septuagint.) If therefore, "punish-
ment " he used everywhere, we shall do
more justice to the true meaning. The
modern idea of gratuitous cruel suffering
is not in the word at all." Nothing could
more effectively than these words of Dr.
Angus, dispose of any argument for eternal
torments founded on the occurrence of the
word "torment" in the Scriptures. It is
unnecessary to add anything on this head.

EVERLASTING.

In the same way Dr. Angus puts an end
to all argument turning upon the meaning
of aion and aionos, translated " ever " and
'· everlasting." He quotes the definition
of Aristotle (the tutor of Alexander the
Great,) which goes to show that these
terms did not in ancient usaije, have the
sense of absolute unendingness associated
with them in modern views. True, he
quotes the definition for the opposite pur-
pose; but the result is none the less as
stated. Having asserted (in opposition to
the notion that the word translated " ever-
lasting" may "mean anything "), that " i t
has a definite meaning notwithstanding,"
he says, u Aristotle, the tutor of Alexander
the Great, has explained it at length. In
describing the highest heaven as the resi-
dence of the gods, he says, that as to the
things there, time never makes them grow
old; neither is there any change of any of
them. They are unchangeable and passion-
less, and having the best—even the self-
sufficient life, they continue through all
(aionaj eternity. For the word itself,
according to the ancients, divinely expressed
this. For the period which comprehends
the time of everyone s life, beyond which,

according to nature, nothiny exists, is
called his AION— (eternity.) And for the
same reason also the period of the whole
heaven, even the infinite time of all things,
and the period comprehending that infinity,
is aion (eternity), deriving its name from
{aei e\naiH) always being, immortal and
divine. Whence also it is applied to other
things, to some indeed accurately but to
others, in the lax signification of being and
of living." The obvious remark upon this
is that if a creature with a limit to
existence, " beyond which, according to
nature, nothing exists,"' can be said to
have an aion (eternity), it requires some-
thing more than the term aion to convey
the English idea of absolutely unending
duration. The authority quoted, declares
that " the time of every one's life is his
aion." The length of his life, thereforer

determines the length of his aion. If his
life is endless, so will his aion be. If it is
" three score and ten," his aion is a limited
time, which would be absurd if aion had
the English idea of eternity. It is mani-
festly unavailing to base "the doctrine of
" endless torments " on the declaration
that the wTicked shall be punished in the
aion (translated "for ever"); or that
they shall be subject to aionion (translated
everlasting) punishment. These statements
merely point to the fact that there is an
aion appointed in the arrangements of God
for the punishment of the wicked, viz.,
" the day when God shall judge the secrets
of men by Christ Jesus." The punishment
pertaining to the age will be aionion, for
two reasons; first, it appertains to the
aion of divine retribution. Its nature we
must learn from more specific statements,
such as those submitted earlier in this
reply; from which we know that that pun-
ishment is irremediable shame, corruption
and death; and second, it will be all-prevail-
ing over the wicked, leaving no room for
escape or exemption—fully covering " the
time of every (wicked) one's life," and
sealing their existence fur ever in destruc-
tion.

When it is said that this mode of treating
aionion (everlasting), applied to the life
of the righteous, destroys the guarantee of
its unendingness, a mistake is made. The
immortality of the righteous does not
depend upon any construction of aion, and
its derivations It is plainly affirmed that
" neither can die anymore"—(Luke xx.
36); that "there shall be no more death 9

(Rev. xxi. 4); that " this mortal shall
put on immortality."—(I Cor. xv. 53 )
For this reason, we know that aionion life
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—the life to be bestowed in the aion or
age to come—is unending life—that the
aion of the righteous is not a limited aion
like that of the wicked which ends in death
Hence the argument that the death of the
wicked necessitates the death of the right-
eous; or the immortality of the righteous
that of the wicked; because the same term
is applied to their several destinies, falls to
the ground. Even if it were proved that
the terms in question mean absolute ever-
lastingness, the controversy between Dr.
Angus and his opponents would still be

unsettled, for there would remain the
question, What is the everlasting lot of
the righteous, and what the everlasting lot
of the wicked ? To these questions Dr.
Angus himself could take no exception to
this answer: The everlasting lot of the
righteous will be LIFE; the everlasting lot
of the wicked DEATH. AS to the nature of
life and death in this connection, we
have already said enough to show the
weakness of Dr. Angus's position.

EDITOR.
( To be continued.)

" THE WHOLE FAMILY ΠΓ HEAVEN AM) EAKTH."

" For this cause I bow my knees unto the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom
the whole family in heaven and earth is
named."—(Eph. iii. 14, 15.)

The above passage is occasionally quoted
in support of the popular idea that the
righteous dead are now in heaven, and to
prove that the angels are named from
Jesus Christ; and that, therefore, in the
Trinitarian sense, he existed before they
did. Passing over the fact that the words
" of our Lord Jesus Christ " are not to be
found in the oldest and most reliable man-
uscripts, such as the Sinaitic, the Vatican,
and the Alexandrian, and are therefore
probably spurious: a close consideration
of the passage as it stands, will show that
it does not contain any of the foregoing
ideas. The apostle is just commencing a
prayer to the Almighty, whom he styles
" the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."
The name of Jesus Christ is simply intro-
duced incidentally to show the relationship
between him and the Deity. All that
follows, therefore, relates, not to Jesus
Christ, but to the Father. The apostle did
not adopt the modern practice of praying
to Jesus Christ. He prayed through him
to the Almighty. On this occasion he
prays that God would grant to the Ephe-
sians strength, and that Christ might
dwell in their hearts by faith. And after
the manner of the model prayer, given by
Jesus, he opens with a few words of adora-
tion. He does not say k' Our Father,'' but
he uses words which are equivalent. He
first speaks of God as the Father of Jesus,
which, from the fact that he was inducted
into the name ol Jesus Christ, and, there-
fore, one of the brethren of Christ, was
virtually addressing God as his Father. He
then asserts that the whole family in heaven

and earth is named from the Father of
Jesus Christ. A precisely similar phrase
is used in Ephes. i. 3, where Paul says,
" Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ/' It is evident here that
Paul ascribes the "spiritual blessings" to
the Deity, whom he designates " the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."

None receive this honour of being named
after God, but those who are His children.
That the spirit-beings in heaven, usually
styled angels, are named after God, is
shown by Job xxxviii. 7, where the Lord
in speaking to Job about the creation of
the earth, says that " the morning stars
sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy." No human being was
then in existence, so that " the sons of
God " here referred to, must have been
angelic beings. These, then, constitute the
family in heaven who do God's will " ία
heaven."—(Matt. vi. 10.) Of whom the
family in earth is composed is well known
to every New Testament reader. It com-
prises all who are in the position of the
apostle John, who said " Behold what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons
of God."—{I John iii. 1.) The term
'•sons of God/' is, however, not confined
to the New Testament. So early as the
6th chapter of Genesis, verse 2, we read
that " the sons of God saw the daughters
of men that they were fair, and they took
them wives of all which they chose; " a
statement which shows that these sons of
God were human beings on the earth,
because, among the family in heaven, there
is neither marrying nor giving in marriage.
—(Luke xx. 35, 36.) The family on earth
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who are named after God, may, therefore,
be said to comprise not all mankind, but
all the faithful, from the time of Abel
downwards.

The difference between the earthly and
heavenly portions of God's family is very
marked: the former are mortal, the latter
immortal; the former are flesh and blood,
the latter are spirit; the former are
liable to sin, the latter are free from sin;
the former consist of both obedient and
disobedient children, the latter obedient;
the former bear God's name only in a
mental and moral sense, the latter in a
physical sense also; the former is a family
of imperfection, the latter of perfection;
the former is a family of trial, the latter
one of triumph; in the former, there is
often discord, in the latter there is perfect
unity; the former is on probation, the
latter is in the enjoyment of reward.
There is no promise that the earthly
family shall, at any time, be transferred to
heaven, but there is a promise that its
faithful members shall become like the
family in heaven, as regards nature.
Thus Jesus says of them, " they are equal
unto the angels, and are the children of
God, being the children of the resurrec-
tion."—(Luke xx. 36.) And, at a
subsequent period, after he himself had
attained to the perfection and glory of the
heavenly family, he says, in sending a
communication to that portion of the
earthly family resident at Philadelphia,
'* Him that overcometh will I make a
pillar in the temple of my God
and / will write upon him the name of
my God."—(Rev. iii. 12.) These Phila-
delphian sons of God already bore the

name of the Father of Jesus Christ.
Hence the promise of Jesus indicates that
they shall bear it in a higher sense.
Although sons of God in name they were
then children of the dust in nature. But
those of them who overcame this world by
the one faith will, when Jesus manifests
himself as the resurrection and the life,
become sons of God in reality, and
" children of the resurrection "—that is,
of " t h e resurrection unto life." They
will then bear the name of God in a
physical sense, as well as mentally and
morally, being in reality " partakers of
the divine nature."— (2 Pet. i. 4.)

When all the faithful portion of the
earthly family have been raised to the
nature of the heavenly family, the barrier
which now exists between the two families
—the flesh—will be removed. However
cognisant the latter may be of the thoughts
and movements of the former, the family
on earth are unable to discern the thoughts
and movements of the family in heaven.
Hence they can hold no intercourse with
them. The occasions on which individual
members of the heavenly family have been
seen and spoken to by God's sons on the
earth, have been few and far between. But
when the present great gulph which separ-
ates them is removed, when they are all the
children of God in the same exalted sense,
although they may not all dwell in the
same part of God's universal house, they
will be like one compact family, in which
there will be neither jars, jealousies, nor
discord, but perfect harmony, perfect love,
and perfect joy, all engaged in willingly
carrying out the purposes of their Father,
the author of their unending being.

J.J.A.

THE APOOEYPHA IE EELATIOiT TO THE DOOTEINES OF

THE TEUTH.

A COEEESPONDENT (W. Brittle) calls
attention to the agreement of the books
of the Apocrypha with the truth, in its
main features. He illustrates this by the
following quotations: Part 1.— The Con-
stitution of Man. "All men are (but)
earth, and ashes."—(Ecclesiasticus xvii.
32). "Now, therefore, why disquietest
thou thyself, seeing thou art (but) a
corruptible man; and why art thou
moved, whereas thou art but mortal ?—

ground, and Adam was created of earth."
—(Eccles. xxxiii. 10.) " I f the (myself)
be the responsible being," Solomon says,
" I (myself) also, am a mortal man like
to all; and the offspring of him that was
first made of the earth."—("Wisdom vii. 1
to 3.)

Part 2.—Man's Destiny by Nature.
" When a man is dead, he shall inherit
creeping things, beasts and worms."—
(Eccles. x. 11.) " Moths and worms shall

ν:™ J-~ τ ,*i. >
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" Fear not then the words of a sinful
man, for his glory shall be dung and
worms."—(1 Mace. ii. 62-63.)

Part 3.—Immortality and the Kingdom
at the Resurrection. " For righteousness
is immortal."—(Wisdom i. 16.) " B y
means of her (wisdom), I shall obtain
immortality."—(Wisdom viii. 13.) "Now
when I considered these things in myself,
and pondered them in mine heart, to
be allied to wisdom is immortality."—
(Verse 17.) " For what profit is it unto
us, if there be promised us an immortal
time, whereas we have done the works
that bring death."—(2 Esdras vii. 49 to
56). " It is not inherent in us. For all
things Ccannot be in men, because the Son
of Man is not immortal."—(Eccles. xvii.
30.) " For to know thee, is perfect right-
eousness ; yea, to know thy power is the
root of immortality."—(Wisdom xv. 3.)
" The day of doom shall be the end of
this time, and the beginning of immortal-
ity to come, wherein corruption is past."—
(2 Esdras vii. 43.) " If it is only a matter
of hope, what encouragement have we.
For though they be punished in the sight
of men, yet is there hope, full of immor-
tality. And in the time of their visitation
they shall shine ; they shall run to and
fro, like sparks among the stubble. They
shall judge the nations ; they shall have
dominion over the people, and their Lord
shall reign for ever."—(Wisdom iii. 4 to
8.) " Their visitation is the resurrection.
The King of the world shall raise us up,
who have died for his laws, unto everlast-
ing life."—(2 Mace. vii. 9, 23, 36.)

Part 4.— The Covenants of Promise,
involving the restoration of the Jews
connected with the resurrection of saints.
" Your houses will I give to a people that
shall come which not having heard of
me, yet shall believe me, to whom I have
showed no signs, yet they shall do that I
have commanded them. They have seen
no prophets, yet they shall call their sins
to remembrance, and acknowledge them.
I take to witness the grace of the people
to come, whose little ones rejoice in glad-
ness, and though they have not seen Me
with bodily eyes, yet in spirit they believe
the things that I say. Unto whom I
will give for leaders, Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, Oseas, Amos, Micheas, Joel,
Abadias and Jonas, Nahum, Abaccuc,
Sophonias, Aggeno, Zechariah and
Malachi."—(2 Esdras i. 35 to 40.) " Now
when they lived so wickedly before Thee,
Thou didst choose a man from among
them, whose name was Abraham. Him

Thou lovedest, and unto him only Thou
showedest Thy will, and madest an
everlasting covenant with him, promising
him that Thou wouldest never forsake
his seed."—(2 Esdras iii. 13, 15.)
" Abraham was a great father of many
people, in glory there was none like him,
who kept the law of the Most High, and
was in covenant with Him. He estab-
lished the covenant in his flesh; and
when he was proved, he was proved
faithful. Therefore, He assured him by
an oath that He would bless the nations
in his seed, and that He would multiply
him as the dust of the earth, and exalt
his seed as the stars, and cause them to
inherit from sea to sea, and from the
river unto the uttermost parts of the
land."—(Eccles. xliv. 19-21.) " Confess
Him before the Gentiles ye children of
Israel, for He hath scattered us among
them. There declare His greatness, and
extol Him before all living, for He is our
Lord, and He is the G-od our fathers for
ever; and He will scourge us for our
iniquities, and will have mercy again,
and will gather us out of all nations,
among whom He hath scattered us."—
(Tobit xiii. 3 to 5.) "And I will bring
them again into the land which I promised
with an oath unto their fathers, Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and they shall be
lords of i t ; and I will increase them, and
they shall not be diminished ; and I will
make an everlasting covenant with them,
to be their God, and they shall be my
people, and I will no more drive away
my people of Israel out of the land that
I have given them."—(Baruch ii. 34, 35.)
" Ο Jerusalem, look about thee, toward
the east, and behold the joy that cometh
unto thee from God. L o ! Thy sons
come whom thou sentest away, they
come, gathered together from the east to
the west, by the word of the Holy One,
rejoicing in the remembrance of God."—
(Baruch iv. 36, 37.) "Arise, Ο Jerusa-
lem, stand on high, and look about
toward the east, and behold thy children
gathered from the west unto the east, by
the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in
the remembrance of God; for they
departed from thee on foot, and were led
away of their enemies, but God bringeth
them unto thee exalted with glory as
children of the kingdom."—(Baruch v.
5, 6.) "And those that be dead will
I rise up again from their places, and
bring them out of their graves, for I
have known my name in Israel."—
(2 Esdras ii. 16.) " Remember thy
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children that sleep, for I shall bring
them out of the sides of the earth, and
shew mercy unto them, for I am
merciful, saith the Lord Almighty."—
(verse 31.) And, therefore, I say unto
you, Ο ye heathen, that hear and under-
stand, look for your shepherd: he shall
give you everlasting rest, for he is nigh
at hand that shall come in the end of the
world. Be ready for the reward of the
kingdom, for the everlasting light shall
shine upon you for evermore. Flee the
shadows of this world, receive the
joyfulness of your glory. I testify my
Saviour openly. O, receive the gift that
is given you, and be glad, giving thanks
unto him that called you unto the
heavenly kingdom. Arise up, and stand;
behold the number of those that be
sealed in the feast of the Lord, which
are departed from the shadow of the
world, and have received glorious gar-
ments of the Lord. Take thy number,
Ο Sion, and shut up those of thine that
be clothed in white, which have fulfilled
the law of the Lord. The number of
thy children whom thou longest for is

fulfilled ; beseech the power of the Lord,
that thy people which have been called
from the beginning may be hallowed."
" I , Esdras, saw upon the Mount (Sion)
a great people whom I could not number,
and they all praised the Lord with songs;
and in the midst of them there was a
young man of high stature, taller than
all the rest, and upon every one of their
heads he set crowns, and was more
exalted, which I marvelled at greatly.
So I asked the angel, and said ' Sir, what
are these ? ' He answered and said unto
me, ' These be they that have put off
the mortal clothing, and put on the
immortal, and have confessed the name
of God. Now are they crowned, and
receive palms.' Then said I unto the
angel, ' What yoiuig person is it that
crowneth them, and giveth them palms
in their hands ? ' So he answered and
said unto me, ' I t is the Son of G-od,
whom they have confessed in the world.'
Then began I greatly to commend them
that stood so stiffly for the name of the
Lord."-—(2 Esdras ii. 34-47.)

" He is not ashamed to call them brethren."-(Heb. ii, 11.)

FEBRUARY, 1871.

W E have been asked by several correspond-
ents the meaning of their having received
through the post, without order, " N o 1 " of
a sixteen-page professedly "auxiliary"
Christadelphian paper from Birmingham.
A glance at Birmingham intelligence on
another page, may throw some light on the
matter. The paper is the issue of the party
therein appearing in connection with
James Martin. We need say no more,
except that its other editor (for James Mar-
tin is, or was, one of them), asserts a sole
desire to serve the truth, and defends his
discontinuance of the Christadelphian on
the ground that it has ceased to be
interesting, and that Dr. Thomas's articles
therein appearing are no longer capable of
affording him instruction. When by the
side of this, we read that any brother
capable of expressing his thoughts in
writing is to be made welcome in his
pages, Dr. Thomas's whereabouts, in the

said Editor's judgment, as compared with
" any brother" are pretty evident, as is
also another thing, and that is whether or
not, in the truth, an editor is competent or a
paper safe, acting upon such a rule of
management. To publish everybody who
can express thoughts without reference to
the nature of the thoughts or mode of their
expression, may gain the sympathy of such
as are taken up with the outside aspects of
the work, but as regards the actual work
itself—the enlightenment of the truth-
seeker, the fortifying of the brethren in the
faith, and their comfort in the good warfare—
it is worse than useless. It is positively
mischievous, giving scope to crotchet-
mongers and unskilful speculators, who
unsettle and destroy. This is the verdict of
experience, for this sort of thing is not new.
It is an old lesson, painfully learnt in days
when the very men who now renew the
disastrous experiment were still in the
darkness of the Old Mother. Having said
this much, we leave them to themselves,
and our readers to come to their own
conclusions, and to act accordingly.

INTERESTING FRAGMENTS.

Two old MS. fragments (authorship un-
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known) have come into our possession,
which, being interesting, we publish. They
are as follow:

THE "WHITE |STONE" OF R E V . — " And
it became a well-established custom among
the ancient Greeks and Romans, to provide
their guests with some particular mark,
which was handed down from father to son,
and insured hospitality and kind treatment
wherever it was presented. This mark was
usually a small stone or pebble, cut in two
and upon the halves of which the host and
the guest mutually inscribed their names,
and then interchanged them with each
other. The production of this stone was
quite sufficient to ensure friendship for
themselves or their descendants, whenever
they travelled again in the same direction.
While it is evident that these stones required
to be privately kept, and the name written on
them carefully concealed, lest others should
obtain the privileges instead of him for whom
they were intended, how natural is the allu-
sion to this custom in the words ' I will give
him to eat of the hidden manna;' and
having done so—having recognised him as
my guest, my friend, ' I will give him a
white stone, and in the stone a new name
written, which no man knoweth, saving he
that receiveth it,' a pledge of my friendship,
sacred and inviolable, known only to himself.'/'

POLITICAL FORECASTS.—" The Dragon,
the Beast, and the False Prophet," he says,
" we conclude to be the Turkish, Austrian
and Papal powers ; and the unclean spirit of
evil which animates the three, is the influence
of French policy—frogs being the peculiar
emblem of France, inscribed on her banners."
Then he says "many interpreters of prophecy
place Britain among the ten horns, and prog-
nosticate for her a share in the doom to
which these horns or kingdoms are destined.
We unhesitatingly express our conviction
that England is not in this position." But
to the events: First—Rome is to be destroyed
by a volcanic eruption in 1866, or " a year
very near to it; " the Ottoman Empire is to
be overthrown by Russia, and the Muscovite
is to rule in Constantinople; Austria, Russia
and Prussia are to wage a war, "which
even unaided reason sees, must be unparal-
leled by former wars," against France,
Italy and the oppressed nationalities; and
the whole of Europe, save England, is to be
subjugated to the Czar. Britain (having

planted a colony of Jews in Palestine, in the
meantime,) then meets the Russian hordes in
the Valley of Jehoshaphat,jassisted by America.

"POCKET-DEEP."
(Published by request of an American sister.)

Yes, say, does your religion go pocket-
deep? Were you converted only in the
upper story ? the Old Man only scalped, or
was he killed dead ? Does your religion reach
only down about that unruly member, or were
you converted clean down through, from
head to foot—"body soul, and spirit"—
pocket, pocket-book and all? Say, friend,
when God converted you, was it mere surface
work, or did he convert house, barn, cellar,
corn-cribs, potato-bins, meal-bags, hay-mows
and all ?

You feel for your afflicted brother; well,
just feel in your pocket. You feel for the
cause of God; well, feel in your pocket. And
if you feel there, you will make others feel,
and feel very thankful too, that God has some
servants whose religion is pocket-deep.

" Oh, I don't believe in talking so much
about pecuniary matters!" You don't, eh ?
Ah, well, I guess your religion is not quite
pocket-deep yet. Try again. Get a little
nearer to him who "was rich" and "be-
came poor" for you. You feel very well
pleased when God's blessings come rolling
into your purse and dwelling—and that is
all right; but the Lord Jesus said, " It is
more blessed to give than to receive»* Now
do not shrug your shoulders so; I am not
going to beg a sixpence from you; don't be
alarmed; I would not ask you to give me a
dollar for all the money in the world. Your
old pump is altogether too dry and wheezy
for such use, and it needs a good deal of
water poured into it, before anybody can
expect to pump much out. I do not go
begging of such people. I prefer to give to,
rather than take from them. So do not fret;
all I want to know is whether your religion
is pocket-deep or not. I do not ask whether
you would scatter everything you have to the
four winds, if you knew the Lord was coming
so soon that you could not use it; but whe-
ther you are as ready to open "the bag"
now, when it can be of use, as at some other
time, when it will be scattered in haste and
fear, and do no one any good, and perhaps
will do much hurt, as has often been the case
in times past. In a word, I simply want to
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enquire, is your religion pocket-deep, or is
it only skin-deep ?—American Tract
abridged.

THE DEYIL AND " T H E LORD'S
PRAYER."

A short time ago, a paragraph went the
round of the papers to the effect that the
New Testament section of the Bible
Revision Company, who are engaged in the
work of preparing a new translation of the
Bible, had made up their minds to alter
Matt. vi. 13, in such a way (this the
paragraph in question did not say) as to
allow the devil to put in an appearance in a
part of Scripture from which his absence
has always been regarded, by orthdox minds,
as at least singular. It was said to be
decided to alter "Deliver us from evil"
to "Deliver us from the evil one." This
caused a slight sensation among such
personal-devil doubters as revere "authority"
of the modern type. Among others, it
caused a smile as a philological artifice on
the part of the bishop party to strengthen
the tottering cause of their supernatural and
indispensable devil. Questioned about it,
the reply of such has been that απο του
πονηρού cannot be more faithfully repre-
sented than by the common version " from
evil;" and that if even " the evil one"
were admissible, it would not import the
personal devil of popular theology, but
merely illustrate the common occurrence in
the Greek language of prefixing the definite
article, by way of emphasis, to qualities
and persons. We reproduce the following
letter on the subject from Public Opinion,
December 17th:

" ' DELIVER US FROM EVIL:

SIR,—I am anxious, with your kind
permission, to enter a protest in the columns
of Public Opinion against the intended
alteration of the above passage into 'De-
liver us from the evil one.' In so doing I
am fully conscious of being merely the
exponent of a strong feeling that exists
amongst the great majority of thoughtful and
educated persons, in opposition to what is
felt to be a retrograde movement, not only
carrying us back to the literature of the
dark ages of St. Dunstan and holy
St. Romaunt, but introducing Bogie, with

his horns and hoofs, to the side of each
little bed, where

'Balmy with a mother's blessing,
Tiny lips are taught to pray.'

In addition to this, all true philologists
are naturally irate at a change that is
manifestly injudicious, inasmuch as it gives
a far-fetched inferential rendering of
πονμ,ρος, very weak and unsatisfactory as
regards etymology, and in no way so good
as that translation which has hitherto been
grafted in our minds. The quality of the
change proposed will be conspicuously
demonstrated if we look at the ' aed a malo
tuere' of the Vulgate, and imagine it
standing as an equivalent for 'Deliver us
from the devil!' It must be borne in mind
that wovuph<$ is an adjective, rendered in
the French, Italian, and Latin texts by the
respective adjectives, malm, maligno, and
mains; which shews it was not forgotten by
other linguists, that in the Greek, the
singular neuter adjective expresses abstract
notion.

The strict meaning of πονμρος is causing
pain or hardship; hence painful, hurtful,
badly-off, miserable. The use of it as a
substantive may be seen in Aristophane,
where it frequeutly occurs, but is never
found expressive of a stronger meaning than
that of rascal, knave, scoundrel, or villain.
In page 67 of Bolm's volumes, πονηρός
is literally translated ' blackguard,' and
ττονμρών 'of blackguards.' It is, indeed,
earnestly to be hoped that the revisers may
see fit to amend a decision in every respect
unworthy of the philology of the age in
which we live.—I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
MENS CONSCIA RECTI."

" H E R E S Y " AMONG THE SCOTCH
PRESBYTERIANS.

A case of heresy has for some time engaged
the attention of one of the local ecclesiastical
courts of Scotland, and excited some degree
of interest out of it. We notice it, because
of the illustration it affords of the rottenness

j of the doctrinal foundations of orthodox reli-
i gion, and because of the spicy remarks which,
I the accused made in his own defence. The

delinquent was the "Rev." Fergus Ferguson,
of Dalkeith, and his offence consisted in this,

1 that in the endeavour to reconcile justice with
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the perdition of the "heathen," (understood
in the orthodox sense of " eternal torment,")
he has been led to speculate upon the possi-
bility of the heathen having the Gospel
preached to them in some way, after they
die, and before their spiritual destinies are
adjudicated upon—an idea which he has been
hinting at in his sermons. Such a specula-
tion is, of course, a very " dangerous " one,
from an orthodox point of view, because, once
current, it would effectually stop the contri-
butions which are made to " missionary "
effort, on the supposition that, but for the j
missionaries, the heathen must be damned. I
It is also indirectly a blow at the clerical
institution at home; for if foreign heathen
are to have a chance without missionaries,
there can be no reason why home heathen !
should be less favoured ; and thus the wind
would be taken out of "the cause," and the
position of " the ministry" undermined
everywhere. It was therefore natural for
" the Presbytery " to make it the subject of
ecclesiastical censure ; but what is the implied j
result ? That in their deliberate judgment, j
the countless millions of barbarians, who, ·
from age to age have appeared on the globe,
are sent to hell because of darkness which
they could not help. Their action re-binds
this grievous burden on the shoulders of
their people, and proclaims anew in trumpet
tones, this enormous blasphemy against God.
If Mr. Ferguson's mode of escape from the
dreadful dogma is dangerous, another, which
kindly people propose—that the heathen,
being irresponsible in their darkness, will be
saved—is " worse and worse," for this makes
ignorance the way of salvation, and the
surest way of saving the ignorant to let them
alone! The orthodox party have no alterna-
tive but shoulder the burning mountain. The
true escape is to see that man is a mortal
creature " of the earth, earthy," whose
natural inheritance is death, and who can
only attain to never-ending life, by the
knowledge and obedience of Christ; and that
consequently the heathen perish, and will
never see the light of life again. The " Rev."
delinquent may come to see this, for his
speech smacks of vigorous and independent
thought, and a disposition to break the bonds
of tradition, where they are inconsistent with
truth, natural or revealed. In fact, his
speech is quite refreshing when contrasted
with the insipid stereotypisms in which

clericalism is wont to express itself. It must
have sounded strange in the complacent ears
that heard it—accustomed as they are to
regard themselves as the heaven-sent and
not-to-be-questioned guides of the blind. We
reproduce the pithiest sentences:

" I t is my impression that countless multitudes
of the heathen world will crowd into the king-'
dom of heaven, while the Scribes and Pharisees
of Christendom will be cast out. Many
churches so-called have professed to believe
that the majority of mankind are going down
every moment into hell, while they have been
sedulously studying their own comfort; clothed
in purple and fine linen, and faring sumptuously
every day; flattering themselves with the hope
of heaven, and soothing their consciences by
casting a few crumbs to the dismal wretches at
their gates. Alas! alas! there will be a day of
terrible confusion for all this—a day when our
human theologies that have strangled souls,
and our ecclesiastical dignities that have des-
pised the poor, will go surging swiftly down into
an abyss of retribution. Yes, there is a
damnation that is bitter enough, and instead of
ignorantly consigning other people to perdition,
it is for those who profess the name of Christ
to see to it, that they themselves are not
miserable hypocrites before the face of God.
A faithful speaking of truth will always divide
and try, more or less, any people. The old
prophets were regarded as troublers of Israel.
The words of Christ reveal the thoughts of
many hearts, and when he preached in the
synagogues, they were considerably perturbed.
The multitudes were divided. Some were
offended, and walked no more with him; some
said he was a good man, others said he had a
devil, and was mad. The apostles were charged
with having taken too much wine on the day of
Pentecost, but it was the new wine of the
kingdom. The angel of the church should
always be going down to trouble the pool, in
order that the people may be healed. But your
quiet and sleepy congregation, prosperous and
complacent in its gilded sin, with a person in
the pulpit, described by the prophet Isaiah as a
dumb dog that cannot bark, having nothing but
a distant and disconsolate whine, fitted only to
lull to deeper slumbers—that surely is not a
spectacle calculated to call forth the approbation
of any presbytery. This is not the time for
presbyteries to recommend the shepherds to be
piping 'peace, peace,'to their flocks, when there
is no peace. It has always appeared to me,
that that which the age demands from the
pulpit is vigorous thought, and not twaddling
sentiment; and that in proportion as the pulpit
is destitute of thought, to that extent is it a
mere cipher in relation to the age. I am well
aware that there must be milk for the babes,
and meat for the strong men; but I have nut
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met with any redundancy in the shape of the
strong meat; the superfluity, I fear, is rather in
the direction of the milk and the spoon meat.
Were a minister a beautiful clerical doll, set up
to perorate gracefully over a few innocent
platitudes committed to memory, he might hold
on very smoothly for a number of years, and
vainly dream that he was leading men and
women to the kingdom of heaven, although he
never stirred a thought in their minds, or a
feeling in their hearts. But is that doing the
work of the church ? Is it meeting the wants of
the age? Christianity is a reasonable word.
It means light, thought, intelligence. It is the
irreconcilable foe of all darkness and stupidity;
and it points out the devil, in the end of his
career, to be the supreme ass. My second
question is: Supposing this counsel needed,
what can it mean ? Does it mean that the
presbytery has the right to dictate to a minister
what subjects he shall preach upon, and how
long he shall dwell upon each ? Does it mean
that when he comes to a difficult passage of
Scripture, he is to pass it by, or slur it over ?
Does it mean that he is to practise mental
reservation, uttering a part, but not the whole
of the truth, as he has seen it ? Does it mean
that he is to preach peace at any price ? Does
it mean that, if I thought it my duty to publish
a treatise on this same subject of the spirits in
prison, I am not honourably free to do so ? A
minister may not preach from such texts as
these:—' As in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive ; ' ' God is the saviour of
all men, especially of those that believe'—
because they look strangely in the direction of
nniversalism. He must avoid the declarations,
' God will have all men to be saved,' and, ' Christ
is a propitiation for the sin of the whole world,'
lest he should run the risk of appearing to verge
on Arminianism. In the region of practical
matters, he must not catch the spirit of Isaiah,
of Paul, or of Peter, who condemn the bravery
of tinkling ornaments, and round tires like the
moon, the costly array, and the crisping pins,
lest he should be suspected of an unseemly
reference to the fashions of the day. He must
wink at the words, ' Lay not up treasure upon
the earth,' lest he should be regarded as dis-
respectful to bankers, insurance agents, and
other individuals who encourage and practise
frugality. What is the conclusion of the whole
matter? That you must either enjoin all
preachers to maunder on, with due obsequious-
ness, from one inanity to another; or recognise
the fact that we are assuredly adrift upon a
period of boundless transition; that the sooner
we get clear of dogmatic icebergs the better;
and that nothing can save us but the possession
of living ideas, a more generous appreciation of
the providence of God, and a fuller embrace of
the gospel <>f Christ in its glorious freeness,
implitude, and impartiality."

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

THE military situation has, during the
month, changed for the worst, as regards
France. The Germans before Paris, tired
of the slow process of reducing the city by
starvation, have commenced the long-
threatened bombardment. The results, so
far, though not so palpable as might have
been expected from such a terrible battering,
have been highly unfavourable to the
beleagured city. The expectations formed of
the power of the forts against the German
siege guns, have not been realised. The
reply of the French guns to the German
cannonade has been comparatively feeble,
and very little disastrous to the besiegers.
Of this advantage, they are making full use.
Deterred at first by the idea of its needless-
ness, from bombarding so densely-populated
a city as Paris, the Germans have now
resolved to proceed to the utmost extremities
for the purpose of compelling a surrender,
arguing that it will be truer humanity, by
any means, to shorten the bloody work.
We are told of their shelling the principal
public buildings, including even hospitals.
Shells also fall among the houses indiscrim-
inately. By this, the horrors of the
besieged city, already awful enough from
shortness of bread, and the suspension of all
industry, are greatly aggravated. The
people are taking refuge in the cellars and
cotacombs. Their determination not to yield
is, however, said to be unabated. Yet there
lack not evidences of approaching capitula-
tion. Every sortie has failed, and the
soldiers are losing heart. Discontent is rife.
The generals are, some of them, suspected
of treachery. The food supply has reached
a low point. The very creatures in the
menagerie have been sold to the butcher to
be dressed, and distributed among ««the
famishing people, under government regula-
tion. The people hold on in hope of being
relieved by some of the armies in the field.
These, however, are checkmated in all
directions—Faidherbe in the north, Chanzy
in the south, and Bourbaki in the east, have
been several times defeated by Manteuffel,
VonWerder, and Prince Charles respectively,
the latest blow being the capture of Le Mans
by the Germans, after a pitched battle with.
Chanzy, in which 22,000 prisoners are
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reported to have been taken. Reinforce-
ments pour in from Germany, and for the
French, from all parts of the country. Thus
the war goes on to the desolating end.

The sentiment of sympathy for France
grows stronger in England every day, and
with it, a feeling that England cannot long
keep out of the struggle. This state of
mind is ably represented in the following
sentences which appeared in the Daily News,
December 25th.

" 'Tis Christmas Eve, and still we look in vain
for the first sign that the war is coming to a
close. Wider and wider every day the circle
of havoc and ruin spreads; deeper and deeper
every night the hell-cup of rage and hatred is
drained. Every additional town that is occupied,
every additional hamlet that is wrecked, lessens
the chance that peace when made will be lasting,
by cumulating impulses and incentive to venge-
ance which history shows are real and fearful
things. Were it only a death-wrestle between
two great passionate and ambitious communities,
other nations might plausibly affect, if they did
not really feel, that it was not their duty to
interpose. But no people of western or southern
Europe feels any longer, or affects to feel any
such indifference. Siowly, but certainly, the
people of England, Spain, Italy, Austria, the
Netherlands, and the Scandinavian States have
come to realize the detriment to their interests
and the danger to their independency which the
plunder and further prostration of France must
entail. Hitherto we have stood by and looked
on, some of us in sorrow, some not without shame; I
but in the atheistic philosophy of conquest, these i
are but puling sentiments; and if we are to !
appeal to the reason of victory, we must talk in j
the only dialect it can understand. That the j
churches of Germany and France cannot
to-morrow chant the accustomed invocation of
the day, gives as little concern to Bismarck
as to M. Gambetta. Each is pledged never to
yield to anything but to utter and final defeat.
What their dogged persistency may cost they
do not count, because they say they cannot afford
to calculate. But there is something which we
too cannot afford; and that is the prolongation
of this accursed war.

In presence of two vast military monarchies,
bound together by complicity in past conquests
and by the hope of future aggrandisement, at
the cost of weaker states, we owe it to ourselves
as a matter of common prudence, not to stand
any longer and see France undone. In plain
English, we can't afford it. Already territorial
treaties have been torn up and flung in our face.
Our peace-at-any-price rulers are literally pelted
with warnings. At the very outset of the present
perilous war—perilous not merely to France but
to free Europe—the possible dangers were point-

ed out of leaving Turkey, Holland, Denmark and
Sweden to the capricious mercy of their resistless
neighbours. The warning was of course scoffed
at by official writers in Florence, Vienna,
London, and elsewhere. What have we now ?
Lord Palmerston's Treaty of 1856 (neutralising
the Black Sea), and Lord Derby's Treaty of 1867
(neutralising Luxemburg), contemptuously flung
into the fire, with tokens of reciprocal approba-
tion on the part of the burners, who are preparing
to extend their policy of partition from Poland
to the Euxine and the German Ocean. France
once thoroughly and irretrievably disabled, who
will prevent the holders-down of Posen and
Lithuania from pushing farther west and south
the outposts of their permanent power. What
are we waiting for ? That a Conference, sum-
moned by Count Bismarck to gain time for
Russia to forward her armaments, and for
Prussia to complete the devastation of France,
shall be coaxed into a new set of ambiguous
professions which past experience proves not to
be worth the paper on which they are written."

With the commencement of the new
year, most of the papers made the
political prospect a subject of comment.
The articles were gloomy almost without
exception. The end none of them could
venture to foretel. One immediate result of
the present convulsion was plainly recog-
nized, viz., the increased influence of Russia,
which with resources untouched, is able to
command immense consideration at the
hands of both Germany and France, since
she can, at all times, reckon on the alliance,
of either against the other. The war, so
far, has thus proved a stepping-stone for
Russia unto that position of military pre-
eminence, which the prophetic word requires.

THE EASTERN QUESTION.

THE Conference, which was to have met on
the 3rd of January did not meet till the 17th,
and the meeting then was purely formal.
No French representative was present —
M. Jules Favre having refused to leave
Paris at the crisis of her calamity, and the
government of defence refusing to appoint
any other. It is feared the absence of
France may prove fatal to the Conference,
and even with her presence, little good is
expected in the present excited state of the
European mind.

Meanwhile, it is observable that the
Eastern Question, out of doors, is making
progress in a direction favourable to
prophetic anticipations. Roumania, one of



The Ohristadelphian,!
Feb. 1, 1871. J EDITORIAL. 63

the dependencies of Turkey, has seized the
opportunity of demanding her independence.
Prince Charles, her ruler, has addressed a
circular note to the great powers, to that
effect. The other dependencies of Turkey
have been similarly affected. We read
(Daily News, December 24th):—

•'Ever since the issuing of Gortchakoff's
famous note to the European Courts, there has
been considerable agitation in Roumania,
Servia, and Greece. The anticipated disturb-
ance of the relations existing between Turkey
and the west presented an opportunity to these
little states, which, it might have been expected,
they would not lightly pass over. In Greece
there occurred a ministerial crisis, which
brought Komonduros—a man remembered in
connection with philo-Candian riots—to the
head of the Cabinet. In Servia, Luka
Vukalovich, a south Slavonian caricature of
Garibaldi, issued proclamations exhorting his
countrymen to free themselves from the
Mohammedan yoke. In Bulgaria there was a
demonstration against the proposed (Ecumenical
Council of the Greek church, and the
Bulgarians petitioned the Turkish Goverment
that they might be allowed to settle their
church matters in a council composed of their
own bishops and clergy. It has been known for
some time in Vienna, that Prince Charles has
several times attempted to induce the European
powers to sanction a movement for complete
Roumanian independence. But before the
Franco-Prussian war, his position was a pre-
carious one. Now, the success of the Hohen-
zollerns in the present campaign, has done much
to increase the security of his throne, and to
give him a vantage ground for further plans of
aggrandisement."

Egypt also threatens to add to the troubles
of the " s i c k " man, who is dying under
a complication of maladies providentially
developed for the (( drying of the great river
Euphrates ." We read in the Times of
January 12th:—

" I t would be much to be regretted, if, in
addition to the political complications in the
east, there was to be a development of the old
misunderstandings between Turkey and Egypt.
It was hoped, after the opening of the Suez
Canal, that the difficulties between the Govern-
ment of Constantinople and the most important
Province subject to the Porte had been, at least
for a considerable period, arranged to the
satisfaction of all parties. It will be remem-
bered that the chief questions then raised, and,
as it was thought, settled, were these:—First,
the assumption by the Viceroy of a right to I
independent representation in foreign courts ; I
secondly, the excessive armaments of the I
Khedive by sea and land; thirdly, the right ο

the Viceroy to raise loans, and burden Egypt
with debts independently of the sanction of the
Sultan; and lastly, the extravagant taxation of
the people of Egypt."

The writer proceeds to indicate the
misunderstandings which have arisen on all
these points, and adds :—

" I t is unfortunate that these complaints and
suspicions on the part of the Porte should have
been occasioned at this juncture. There is, I
fear, some ground for believing that the
tenderness of the relations between the Porte
and the Khedive has been to some extent
stimulated by the intrigues of Russian agents.
Everything which weakens Turkey is, of course,
a gain to Russia, and Egypt is a too obvious
point of attack. There can be but little doubt
that Russian intrigue would readily seek to
work alike upon the ambition of the Khedive us
upon the sense of dignity of the Ottoman
Porte."

RUSSIA AND TURKEY.

The Constantinopolitan correspondent of
the Daily News, in a letter appearing in
that paper on January 3rd, describes the
change that has come over Turkish opinion
with regard to the war. At first, disliking
the insolence of France in Oriental matters
for twenty years past, the Turks hailed the
Prussian victories, but they now see matters
in a different light:—

" Persuaded now that an understanding exists
between Count Bismarck and the Czar, the veil
has fallen from their eyes; they see in France
the first victim of deep-laid designs, sustained
by a subtle combination which marks Turkey
for the second, and thus they come to perceive
that, although the arrogance and vanity of
France when in the ascendant were a sore
exercise, her present weakness is a danger.
The safety of Turkey, so long as there is no
Russian fleet in the Black Sea; her insecurity,
as soon as such a fleet exists; the absolute
uselessness to Russia of a naval armament in
the Euxine, except for the purpose of aggression ;
and, consequently, the direct menace to Turkey
implied in the present demands, are all well
understood. Not the least doubt is entertained
of the truth and sincerity of Prince
Gortchakoff's assertion that there is no modifi-
cation of Russian policy in the east; although
that assurance is not taken in the sense which
was intended by the Prince himself. There has
been far too much continuity in that policy for
any suspicion of change in it to arise. The
conclusion to which these convictions lead is,
that if England is staunch and true, and lends
moral and financial support to Turkey, she will
uphold the integrity of the Treaty of Paris; and



TNTF.LLIGESCE. I The Christadelphian,
L Feb. 1, 1871.

if England is not true, then, so much the worse,
the stand must be made alone. The war which
-would probably ensue upon such a policy would
be an eminently popular war."

The Turkish, correspondent of the Standard
•writing in that paper, January 12th,
says,—

" It may probably be of interest to your
readers to know some of the opinions which are

entertained here concerning the most compli-
cated and involved of all European questions,
which Eussia has once more approached, clearly
bent on mischief. The conviction seems to be
deepening here, that the various complications
which have been deliberately brought about by
the two great military empires of Germany and
Kussia, will before.long involve the whole of
Europe; and probably also the other hemisphere,
in war."

INTELLIGENCE.

BIRMINGHAM.—There have been four im-
mersions during the month. Names and
particulars are as follow: January 2nd,
SAMUEL CAMPBELL (29), gentleman's ser-
vant, formerly neutral; 14th, HENRY
SAMUEL SHERWOOD (26), clerk, formerly
Church of England; EMILY STOCKTON
(34), and WILLIAM VALENTINE STOCKTON
(32), engine driver, husband of the above,
both formerly of the established Church.

The usual quarterly meeting of the ecclesia
was held on Monday, January 2nd. After
tea, the reports were read. The number of
additions during the past three months had
been 12. No business of public moment was
transacted.

The past month has witnessed an incident
which, for some reasons, it would be better
to say nothing about, but which, for others,
requires mention. A letter was read to
the ecclesia announcing that a number of the
brethren and sisters—whose number was
afterwards reported to be twelve—had held a
meeting, and resolved to open a room in
Bradford Street, and establish a branch
ecelesia there; and asking the countenance
and co-operation of the brethren and sisters
at the Athenaeum. A meeting was called to
consider the matter, at which brother
Roberts submitted reasons why the proposed
branch ecclesia should be treated as a
faction and not as a fraternal movement.
Chief among these were warnings from
Dr. Thomas, read from three several letters
received a considerable time before, to the
effect that a certain brother, who had gone
to America with him in the Idaho, and
had been expelled from his house in
disgrace, had returned to England, and would,
on his arrival in the latter country, seek to
enlist the sympathies of envious or dis-
affected persons, and set up a rival meeting.
This brother was one of the twelve. As an
illustration of the sort of procedure that had
led to his expulsion, brother Roberts read
from the said letters an account of how the
said brother (James Martin) had, while in
charge of the Dr.'s house in his absence,
opened and made a copy of, and re-sealed a
private letter, addressed by the Dr. to his

wife, who happened to be out at the time,
and to whom the said James Martin handed
the closed letter on her return, as if nothing
unusual had happened. On hearing this,
the meeting was adjourned for three days to
allow of brother Martin's attendance to hear
and explain the matter, and one of the
brethren was deputed to proceed, at the
expense of the ecclesia, to Hereford, where
brother Martin happened to be, to give him
notice of the adjourned meeting and its
purpose. At the adjourned meeting (Thurs-
day, January 12th), brother Martin being
present, brother Roberts went into the whole
matter from the commencement, and con-
cluded by proposing that all taking part in
the proposed Bradford Street meeting should
be considered as brethren walking disorderly,
and withdrawn from. This proposal was
not voted upon, as another was submitted
and adopted, to the effect that they be not
withdrawn from at once, but that time be
given them to manifest the nature of their
procedure. As to brother Martin, who
spoke at considerable length in his own
defence, it was decided to withdraw from him
at once, as a mischief-worker and a person
of proved untruthfulness and dishonour, two
only dissenting. On the following Sunday,
at a full meeting of the ecclesia, a brother
while concurring in the estimate formed of
brother Martin, desired the brethren to recal
their withdrawal from him, and re-consider
the matter, on the ground that the sudden-
ness and unexpectedness of the decision
would establish a bad precedent. Two
only voted for this course. About twelve
voted for time being given to brother
Martin to repent, upon which a brother
cogentlv remarked that he had time to repent
in the isolated position in which ho had been
placed, and could reinstate himself at any
time by due acknowledgment, and request for
forgiveness. The rest of the ecclesia, in an
overwhelming vote, refused to go into the
matter again, and re-affirmed withdrawal
from James Martin.

CHELTENHAM.—Brother Otter, writing on
the 11th ult., announces the obedience—at
the hands of brother Humphries—of

Several items of Intelligence are unavoidably left over.
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THOMAS MERRETT, a fellow clerk to whom
the truth was introduced a long time ago,
but "who had not, at that time, courage
enough to renounce the world and all its
enticements;" he now regrets he did not
embrace the truth in the love of it at the
first. ;

EDINBURGH.—Brother Gascoyne reports a |
visit and lecture from brother Bairstow, of
Halifax (on Sunday, the 18th ult.,) on
" The Unsettled Controversy, or the \
Eastern and Western Questions, and the
tremendous events which will attend their j
solution." There was a fair and attentive |
audience. The brethren enjoyed the lecture. |

GLASGOW.—Brother O'Neill, fearing it ι
may be supposed from the last item of
intelligence from this place that it may be
supposed brother Ellis has only given a
course of lectures, states that he has
lectured regularly every Sunday night since
his removal to Glasgow. During the month
the ecclesia was cheered by visits from
brother J. J. Andrew, of London, and
brethren Tait and Smith, of Edinburgh, all
of whom delivered lectures. Brother Dick
also lectured in the absence of brother Ellis,
one Sunday at Wishaw. The ecclesia has
received an addition during the month in
the adhesion of the son of brother and
sister Carruthers, who though in the truth
for some time, had stood aloof from all
association for some time.

GRANTHAM.—Brother Spriggs reports the
obedience of Mrs. ELIZABETH M. JENKIN-
8ON (51), formerly Church of England, and
her daughter MARY ELIZABETH (20).

LIVERPOOL. — Brother Waite, writing
January 1st, reports the obedience of his wife,
MARY ANN WAITE, (28), and also his
brother GEORGE WAITE (21). They were
immersed on the 21st of December. Brother
Waite says there are a few earnest enquirers
looking after the truth, and adds: " We
have engaged a nice large room over a shop,
21, Scotland Road; we held the first
meeting last Sunday, January 15th. We
were agreeably surprised by a visit from
brethren J. Birkenhead, of Sale, and
W. Carr, of Manchester. Brother Birken-
head, gave a lecture on " Christ the future
King of the World," which was quite a
treat' to us, as we have not a good speaker
amongst us."

LONDON.—The subjects of lecture (by
brother J. J. Andrew) announced for Jan.
and Feb., are as follow:—

Jan. 1st.—" The One God; an elementary
Scriptural truth theoretically admitted, but j
practically denied, by all Christendom." !

Jan. 8th.—*' The One Lord; or Jesus
Christ before Crucifixion and after Resurrec-
tion." |

Jan. 15*A.—" The One Spirit; or the Spirit
of God not a person, but the medium by which
the Deity has created all things and revealed
His will to man."

Jan. 22nd.—«The One Faith; or the
Promises to Abraham, the basis of the Gospel
of the Kingdom, preached by Jesus and his
Apostles, to be realised in the restoration of
the Kingdom to Israel."

Jan. 29th.—'«The One Hope; or the
Second Appearing of Jesus Christ, the only
hope of every true believer, and a necessary
preliminary to the reward of the righteous
and the punishment of the wicked."

Feb. 5th.—"The One Baptism; or im-
mersion, not sprinkling, the divinely appointed
mode for uniting believers to Jesus Christ.

Feb. 12th.—"The One Body; a commun-
ity composed solely of those who reject the
Traditions of men as embodied in the Creeds
of Christendom, and who understand and
believe the unadulterated truth of God, as
revealed through the mouths of Moses, the
Prophets, Jesus, and the Apostles.

On Tuesday, Jan. 10th, bro. Watts
lectured, in reply to " Gordon Forlong, Esq."
on "Eternal Punishment.1'

NOTTINGHAM.—During the past month,
brother E. Turney has lectured (Sunday
evenings and one Wednesday) on the follow-
ing subjects:—

1.—" The Image and the Stone."
2.—"The Times of Restitution."
3.—" The Veil spread over all Nations,

and its taking away by Christ."
4.—" The Resurrection of the Dead, and the

Tribunal of Christ."
Writing January 18th, brother E. Turney

refers to cases of obedience, of which we
shall, doubtless, receive particulars in due
course.* He says, "The case of Miss Turney
(school mistress) is of unusual interest.
The clergyman under whose control her
school is, asked to see some of our works.
Sister T. lent him something, I don't know
what. When he returned it, he said, ' these
people only quote Scripture to deceive; they
are the serpent in disguise.' He did not
attempt to refute anything, and informed
sister T. ' that if she had resolved to join the
Christadelphians, she must leave the school.
He did not wish to be hard upon her, and
would give her a quarter's notice, if she
would not be baptized during that time!'
Our young sister could not afford to run the
risk of losing eternal life, even to please a
church clergyman, and promptly obeyed the
truth.

The other two converts are Mr. G.
BALDERSON and Mr. WY CROFT, both men
of intelligence, and will, I hope, be useful to
the ecclesia here. Our lectures are well
attended. By the bill sent, you will see that
we are working ' while it is called to day.' Mr.
GODWIN'S case you have received some
account of I believe."

STOURBRIDGE.—Bro. W. J. Turney, re-
ports as follows :—"According to announce-
ment, bro. E. Turney began a course of three
lectures in the Exchange Hall, in this town,
on Monday night, the 2nd inst. The

• We have since received the particulars referred, but too late for insertion in the present number
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audience numbered about 300, and comprised
a small per centage of modern Ephesians
' of the baser sort.' Their operations however,
did not frustrate the proclamation of the
truth concerning the 'personal reign of
Christ and the restoration of the Jews,'
which was listened to with good attention by
the majority. Numerous quotations from
the prophet Isaiah led one individual to
protest that ' they had had enough of Isaiah.'
This piece of ill behaviour was 'rebuked
sharply,' and there followed a good
hearty round of applause, indicative of
the warm approval of the chastise-
ment administered. At the close, a
gentleman came to the platform 'to ask a
few questions.' He was informed by the
chairman that such a proceeding would
not be in order, but that if he would put
into writing what he wished to ask, it
should be considered on the next night. To
this he objected as being of ' no use,' and
was proceeding to address the people as his
' dear friends,' when the hall-keeper put in
his appearance, and informed him that if he
intended to remain any longer, he would
have to pay for the gas. This immediately
extinguished his enthusiasm. Several breth-
ren were present from Birmingham, also
from Mumbles. Of the latter, brother
D. Lewis, with true seaman-like courage,
demanded of anyone to shew that the
lecturer had advanced anything contrary to
Scripture. One observed that if he had the
time 'he could overturn all that had been
said.' We had a good supply of pamphlets,
some of which were asked for. On the
second night, publications were introduced,
and at the close, some were disposed of.
About 400 persons were present, but none of
the disorderly element. There was not a
single interruption, the most exemplary
attention being given for the whole of the
two hours, and several vigorous marks of
approbation testified to the understanding
and appreciation of the hearers. The
lecturer read some extracts from the will of
Peter the Great. The striking agreement
between them and the testimony of the
prophets was deeply felt, as also the light
shed upon them by foreign correspondents
of newspapers. The people seemed astonished
to find that Zechariah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and
other prophets had written upon the subject
of Russian supremacy and an invasion of the
Holy Land. They had no idea that
grand military events would usher in the
second advent of Christ, and the resurrection
of the dead. At the close, Mr. George
Hughes, of the Birmingham Daily Gazette,
presented his card to the lecturer and begged
the loan of the extracts referred to; he
wished to introduce them into his report of
the lecture for that paper. In handing over
the extracts, the lecturer observed, ' that he
did not think the editor would find the

matter suitable for his columns. Mr. Hughes
replied, ' Ο yes, it is a subject of great
interest now, and we shall be glad of it.'
A few days will show. On the last night,
the attendance was equally good, and the
interest fully sustained for two hours. A
request was made for another course soon,
which the audience applauded. The gospel
of the kingdom of God was shown to be a
grand and an inexpressibly interesting
project, of which the investigation of the
Scriptures shewed, beyond a doubt, that all
the other gospels were ridiculous counter-
feits. It was mentioned at the close, that
the brethren here are about opening a public
room for regular meetings."

UNITED STATES.
ADELINE, Ogle Co. (111.)—Brother S. W.

Coffman, writing in the month of December,
says the ecclesia in that vicinity had had
a profitable visit from brother James
Donaldson, of Detroit, who remained with
them ten days, during which he spoke several
times, quite a number of strangers being
present on each occasion. A lively interest
in the truth seemed to be created. Four
persons, says brother Coffman, have recently
become obedient to the faith. " A s a whole,
we are alive to the truth in its original
purity, and imcontaminated with ' mere
mantsm,' and are working while it is called
' to day.' He spoke to us on that greatest of
all subjects, which Paul says is a great
mystery, the mystery of eternal power mani-
fested in sin's flesh, and afterwards perfected
by spirit, so as to be the Lord, the spirit. He
illustrated his remarks by a large chart,
sketched in accordance with Eureka I, exhib-
iting the typical relations of the body pre-
pared by Jehovah and for Jehovah in
manifestation. By the aid of the chart, the
truth could be grasped by the eye and the
ear. The subject is by no means a hobby
for a day, but a study for a lifetime, and even
then its depths will be unfathomed.—(Rom.
xi. 33.) Viewed in the light of Moses and
the prophets, and the spiritual understanding
of their testimony, given in the discourses of
Christ and the teaching of the apostles, the
subject is not only an enlightener of the eyes,
but an elevator and ennobler of the heart.
My son John went over the chart before the
brethren. The chart was considered a clear
demonstration, and strictly in harmony with
Eureka and Phanerosis, &c. He (brother
Donaldson) and the ecclesia here are a unit
upon this grand subject. We having nothing
in the least to do with extremes. We repudi-
ate equally the God dishonouring dogma of
Christ a man ' pure and simple,' and the tri-god
system of apostacy. We are now rejoicing
in the truth in this remote west, as the result
of the heaven bestowed gift of bro. Thomas's
writings, without which we should never have
been able to rightly understand the word."

WILLIAM H. DAVIS, PRINTER, BIRMINGHAM.




