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Me (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one fFather) ;
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN."—(Heb. ii. 11.)

" For the earnest expectation of the creature waitethfor the manifestation of THE
SONS OP GOD."—(Rom. viii. 19.)

No. 67. JANUARY, 1870. Vol. VII.

ΟΟΝΟΕΕΜΜ " THIS NEW SEOT," THE OHRISTADELPEEAITS.

To the Editor of THE KOCK.

SIR,—In No. 181 of your bi-weekly, you inform your readers that
" a correspondent is anxious to have information of this new sect
(the Christadelphians) and their place of worship in London." Having,
then, had perfect understanding of all things from the very first most
surely believed and taught by their recognized scribes and literature, I
will, with your permission, proceed as briefly as possible to relieve your
correspondent of his anxiety.

1.—And, first, as to their antiquity. They claim to be " the sect
everywhere spoken against," in the first century, newly revived; and rest
their identification therewith upon the likeness of their faith and
practice with the apostolic original.

2.—Seeing that the name '* Christian " has come to represent every
Anti-Christian thing pertaining to the apostasy, they prefer to designate
their community by the term Christadelphian, expressive of the fact that
all " in Christ," by " the obedience of faith," are Christ's brethren,
which is the meaning of the name.—(Matt. xii. 49, 50.)

3.—They acknowledge no other authority in matters of faith and prac-
tice than that of " the mind of Christ," expressed in THE WRITTEN WORD.

4.—Their rule of interpretation is, nothing to he received as proved
which sets the New Testament Scriptures against the Old, or any text of these
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against another; an interpretation to be true must be in harmony and
accord with these.

5.—They believe in " one God" whom no man hath seen, who dwells
in unapproachable light, and who only hath immortality underived and
inherent.

6.—They believe in " one Lord,11 who is the one God by His eternal
spirit manifested in sinful flesh for " the condemnation of sin in the
flesh/' named " JESUS CHRIST," who. after his resurrection, was
" justified by spirit," or " made perfect," and, forty days afterwards, was
" taken up " to the right hand of power.

7.—They believe that Jesus died for the offences of sinners, and was
raised again for the justification of believing men and women, and that
these obtain justification by faith in the obedience of faith.

8.—They acknowledge no other faith than the "one faith " which was
deemed sufficient to save men in Paul's day, and no other hope than the
"one hope" "the hope of Israel," for which he was a prisoner in bonds.—
(Acts xxviii. 20, 31)

9.—They repudiate everything called baptism, except the "one
baptism" which they regard as a burial with Christ in water into death
to sin (Rom. vi. 3), in hope of a resurrection from the dead, (1 Cor. xv.
29), the obedience of faith.

10.—The things subjective of the " one faith " and the " one hope "
they regard as " the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ" believed by the Samaritans when Philip " preached Christ''
to them (Acts viii. 12), in harmony with the " law of faith," which saith,
" He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved, and he that bdieveih not
shall be condemned"

11.—They teach that no immersed believer of the gospel of the
kingdom, though saved from the penalty due to sins committed previous
to adoption, can attain to glory, honour, incorruptibility and life in the
kingdom of God, unless he deny himself of all ungodliness and worldly
lusts, and live soberly, righteously and godly in this present evil age ;
looking for that blessed hope, and the appearing of the glory of the great
God, and of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify for himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works.

12.—They maintain that " the promise of life is in Christ;" in other
words, that there is no immortality out of Christ; and that the only way
for a sinner to get " into Christ," and so to become a saint and brother
of Christ Jesus, is by understanding, believing and obeying " the gospel
of the kingdom," preached by Jesus and the apostles. ---̂
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13.—They teach that the recompense of reward promised in the
gospel is the possession of the earth and world of mankind under a
heavenly constitution, with glory, honour and immortality.

14.—They teach that it is knowledge that makes responsible; so that
" man that is in honour and understandeth not, is as the beasts that
perish."—(Psalm xlix. 12, 20.)

15.—They regard themselves as " a people prepared for the Lord/1 for
whose early and thieflike manifestation they are waiting with all the
patience they can command.

16.—They meet every first day of the week to eat bread and drink
wine in remembrance of the captain of their salvation, who died for
them; to sing " the songs of Zion»" or " Jehovah's songs," concerning
the Christ, as found in David: to offer prayers; and to read the
Scriptures of the prophets and apostles for edification and comfort.

17.—They believe in the eternal punishment of the wicked, but not
in their eternal tormentation; also in a devil and Satan, but not in the
popular sense of these terms; in hell, but not as ordinarily expounded.
They do not believe in going to heaven, but in heaven coming to them
— " the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, much more the
wicked and the sinner (Prov. xi. 31); " and " the meek shall inherit the
eatth ; " and as kings and priests for God, reign with Christ a thousand
years.—(Matt. v. 5 ; Rev. v. 10 ; xx. 6.)

18.—They teach, with John and Paul, that the mission of Christ
Jesus is to " take away the sin of the world," and to destroy the devil
and the works of the devil; and that in so doing, he will destroy the
powers that " corrupt the earth," and re-establish the whole nation of
Israel in Jehovah's land, now trodden under foot by the Ottoman power.

19.—They regard the Roman church as " the Mother of Harlots ;" and
the papal dynasty as " the name ofblasphemy," seated on the seven heads
of Rome (Rev. xiii. 1; xvii. 9,) and the paramour of the Old Mother.
They hold, also, that their harlot-daughters answer to the state churches
of Anti-Christendom; and the " abominations of the earth," to all the
dissenting names and demoninations, aggregately styled " names of
blasphemy," of which the European body politic, symbolized by the
eight-headed scarlet-coloured beast, is said to be "full"—(Rev. xvii. 3.)

20.—They believe that the civil and ecclesiastical constitution of the
world, and the administration of its affairs, will be changed by Christ
when he appears; that the latter will be transferred to the saints after
they have been made immortal, and that then " the kingdom and the
dominion under the whole heaven" will be theirs.—(Dan. vii. 27.)
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21.—They hold that the religious opinions and sacramentalism of all
orders and classes of men in " Christendom," so-called, are nothing
more than that " strong delusion " sent of God upon mankind " that
they should believe a lie, that they all might be condemned who believe
not the truth " (2 Thess. ii. 11, 12), as a punishment for not retaining
the truth in the love of it after it was apostolically delivered.

22.—They believe that " when the judgments of Jehovah are abroad
in the earth," after Christ's apocalypse, " then the inhabitants of the
world will learn righteousness," and not before; that the apostasy
being destroyed, the day of Christ will have come, " the stability"
of which will be " wisdom and knowledge: " that, in that day, " the
knowledge of the glory of Jehovah shall cover the earth as waters cover
the sea;" that nations will be of one consent in religion; that they
will no more walk after the present imaginations of their evil heart; but,
being blessed in Abraham and his seed, " they shall come unto
Jehovah Christ, then enthroned in Jerusalem, from the ends of the
earth, and say " Verily, our fathers—the present and previous
generations—have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no
profit."—(Isaiah xxvi. 9 ; Zeph. iii. 8, 9 ; Jer. iii. 17 ; xvi. 19.)

23.—They believe that we are living in " the time of the end/' or
" the latter day " of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Hosea; and that the
general break-up and obliteration of this, the day of Antichrist, has
already commenced, and will be consummated in the establishment of
the Kingdom of God in the Holy Land, under the sovereignty of the
crucified " King of the Jews," and the many sons, " his brethren,"
whom he leads to glory.

24.—They teach that we are living in the period of the sixth vial,
in which Christ appears again upon the theatre of mundane events; and
that the two great leading and notable signs of the times are the drying-
up of the Ottoman Power, and the imperial French Frog Power in its
political operations in Rome, Vienna, and Constantinople, during the
past twenty-one years.—(Rev. xvi. 12,16.)

Thus, sir, I have endeavoured accurately to outline this lay movement
in the direction of primitive Christianity with, I hope, such distinctness
as will enable your worthy correspondent to comprehend the principles
and practices of this ancient sect, now forcing itself into the forefront
of society. The Bishop of Lincoln has denounced it as an infidel
association: if it be, it will come to nothing; if not, it cannot be
overturned.

In conclusion, I may add, that the Christadelphian body
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consists of ecclesias in Britain, America, and New Zealand. They
style their congregations ecclesias to distinguish them from the so-called
churches of the apostasy, and because they are constituted of men and
women, called out from the sects of the apostasy, who have accepted the
gospel invitation to God's kingdom and glory, on intelligently believing
the truth, and being immersed into the God-Name. Convinced that this
is the only Scriptural constitution of the "one body," of which Christ
Jesus is alone the head, and who has no personal representative on
earth; they repudiate the popular churches, and all their adjuncts, as no
part thereof, and affirm that there is no salvation within the pale of any
of them.

Tbe Christadelphian ecclesia, in London, meets for worship in Crown-
dale Hall, Crowndale Koad, St. Pancras Road, Camden Town, at 11 a.m.

The periodical organ of this newly-revived sect of antiquity is The
Christadelphian, edited by ROBERT ROBERTS, of Birmingham, and issued
monthly, of whom their publications, which are not few, can be procured.

In hope that the truth, wherever it may be found, may prevail, I
subscribe myself repectfully yours,

JOHN THOMAS, M.D.
Sale, near Manchester,

Dec. ith, 1869.

WHO AEE THE OHEISTADELPHIANS ?

AN ACCOUNT OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE SECT EVERY-
WHERE SPOKEN AGAINST.

A WRITER* in a village magazine, entitled the Barnet Congregational
Magazine, having caricatured the history of the Christadelphian move-
ment (with a bitterness attributable to the fact, that several of his
relations and acquaintances have embraced the Christadelphian faith),
it has occurred to brother J. J. Andrew (London) to give the following
sketch of the origin and history of a sect, which from the beginning has
been " everywhere spoken against." The fiction writer in question,
attributes the movement in its modern phase to the agency of " fanatical
persons," " half educated," " conceiving they have a mission." With
this in view, the allusions in the subjoined synopsis will be understood.

1st.—Between eighteen and nineteen hundred years ago, a certain
man, whom his contemporaries considered a " fanatical person,"
announced that he had a mission from God, that of preaching " the
gospel of the kingdom of God."—(Mark i. 14 ; Luke iv. 43).

2nd.—He induced a few " partially educated," and apparently

* Described as " author of Edward Akeroyd," a work of fiction.
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" fanatical persons,'1 mostly fishermen, to believe in him; by proclaiming
to them a set of doctrines " which hold out wonderful ideas of future
grandeur to their devotees : " namely, that of being associated with him
in ruling the restored kingdom of Israel.

3rd.—He commenced a " crusade " by holding irregular " meetings/'
delivering discourses, parables, &*c, and denouncing all the religious
teachers of that age, although very pious, learned and devout, for teach-
ing " the traditions of men," instead of " the word of God."

4th.—He spoke to " as many partially educated and fanatical persons "
as he could get to listen to him.

5th.—" Having secured a number of adherents," he announced his
intention of taking his departure, but before doing so, he specially
appointed certain of his followers to carry on the "crusade."

6th.—These men manifested such zeal in fulfilling their mission, that
they were looked upon both by the religious Jews and the pagan
Gentiles, as '" fanatical persons " and madmen.

7th.—Nevertheless, they induced a large number of both classes to
believe their " strange " and " new religion."

8th.—But before leaving the scene of action, they predicted that this
doctrine would become corrupted, and that fables would be substituted
for the truth.

9th.—History has amply verified this prediction. The corruptions of
the church increased century after century, wholly obscuring the original
dcctrine. In the sixteenth century, an attempt was made to reform the
abuses of the church by parties who saw there was something wrong,
but were not acquainted with the truth which had been departed from.

10th.—This led to the establishment of an opposition church, which
was founded on protest against so much of the error as the protesters
perceived to be such, without a recognition of the original apostolic
faith, which was almost wholly unknown to the protesters or "protestants."

11th.—From this there sprung certain other churches which dissented
from the original protestants in minor matters, such as order of worship,
mode of government, &c.; but agreed with the original protestants as to
fundamental doctrine.

12th.—The existence of these dissenting churches has been useful in
a certain way in establishing religious freedom, and in reviving enquiry
and controversy on Biblical topics.

13th.—But amidst the conflicting claims of each party, it was im-
possible for one, ignorant of the truth, to decide which was correct.

14th—Surrounded by this state of things, a certain man about
thirty years ago, made up his mind not to rest until he had found the
truth for himself. He did not move in clerical circles, but was a member
of the medical profession. He was not even a member of any religious
denomination; neither was he a " partially educated" man, but was
educated up to the standard of that order which ministers to " all the ills
which flesh is heir to." The author of Edgar Akeroyd (a work of fiction)
terms him a " peripatetic doctor of medicine." This is one of those
clever untruths which consist of facts perverted. The impression conveyed
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is that he is a travelling quack doctor, than which, a more unfounded libel
was never uttered. It is quite true that he travels, but not in connection
with his profession, which he abandoned years ago to devote himself to
higher work. He travels to preach the truth, without fee or reward.
Luke was a " beloved physician," (Col iv. 14), and doubtless was
" peripatetic " in the sense of walking about·

15th.—Dr. Thomas began his religious career by joining the most
apostolic and Scripturally enlightened religious organization in America,
calling themselves " Disciples of Christ," but denominated by their
opponents, " Campbellites."

16th.—While amongst them, he was led into controversy on the
fundamental articles of the religious systems of the day, which produced
on his part a very close, critical and thorough study of the Old and New
Testaments.

17th.—The result was, he came to the conclusion that the teaching of
the Bible was opposed to the religious teaching of the day, not on minor
points only, but on essentials.

18th.—This led him to renounce the latter, and believe and obey the
former.

19th.—He then communicated the "pearl of great price" which he
had found to his fellow-men, by means of the platform and the press; in
both America and England.

20th.—This has resulted in a number of persons on both sides of the
Atlantic, returning to the apostolic teaching.

21st —The sacrifice which this involves on the part of people generally
is too great to entice the learned and influential members of society.
Consequently, those who have been bold enough to take this step, com-
prise many " partially educated " persons. That is to say, they can only
speak their mother tongue ; but in this they can read the Bible, which is
the only authoritative book on divine matters. They are not learned
in all the arts and sciences, and modern languages, philosophy,
metaphysics, &c. Nevertheless, they find they can understand the
Bible, and profit by its study, and are prepared to contend earnestly for
the original faith against any upholder of " orthodox " religion, however
learned in all these things

22nd.—Of course, they are considered " fanatical," and are called all
sorts of hard names, but this they do not care about, for they know that
their own master was considered a " fanatical person," and even said to
be in league with " Beelzebub." They are aware also, that " not many
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called."
(1 Cor. i. 26); but that God hath "chosen the poor of this world, rich
in faith, heirs of the kingdom " (James ii. 5), which Jesus Christ is
going to establish on the earth at his second appearing; and that " the
world knoweth us not, because it knew him not."—(1 John iii. 1) So
that it is quite true what our sneering fiction writer says, " that the
world knows nothing of its greatest men ; " that is to say, the world
does not know those in its midst who will be its greatest men in the age
to come. We have here another illustration of the proverb that " many
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a truth is spoken in jest."
23rd.—Believing the oft repeated New Testament truth that those

who believe what Jesus and his apostles taught, and obey their command-
ments, are brethren of Christ, they have adopted this title to
distinguish themselves from " the motley crowd " of so-called Christians
around them ; but for the sake of conciseness and greater distinctiveness,
they use the Greek equivalent in the form of one word, namely,
CHRISTADELPHIAN.

24th.—Christadelphians deny that " their leaders " are seeking to
settle down as " paid advocates." They do not object to the principle
that " the labourer is worthy of his hire." Yet as a practice liable to
misunderstanding and abuse (or in the words of Paul " lest the gospel
of Christ should be hindered,") they have not resorted to it, and have no
intention of adopting it. The maintenance of a magazine for the general
benefit is as much a business arrangement, as the support which fiction
writers and others give to the serial literature or newspaper press of the
country. The only difference is, that the interest served is a higher
interest, and the mode of serving it a little more direct

25th.—Christadelphians have no wish to " rob " ordinary churches of
c< their glory " at present. They hope, however, when Christ, their
Captain and Leader comes, to assist him in scattering them to the four
winds, and thereafter blessing the world; for not until all the ecclesias-
tical rubbish of " Christendom " has been cleared out of the way, can
the families of the earth be blessed through Abraham's seed. At
present, Christadelphians are content to prepare themselves for this
high destiny ; and in so doing, it is their duty to show to others how
they also may become associated with Jesus as warriors, kings, and
priests of the future age They do this by means of printed matter and
public lectures. They invite all believers in the Bible to read and
listen, and then investigate for themselves Following the example
of the apostles, who began their " mission" by preaching to 'devout*
Jews, (Acts ii. 5,) who had some knowledge of God's purposes, and
continued it by reasoning with them in their synagogues, (Acts xvii. 2,)
Christadelphians endeavour to convince them who already believe in the
Bible of the all-important, but much neglected truths revealed in it. When
anyone, by Scriptural investigation, is convinced of the truth ofthe doctrines
presented to their notice, they are willing to receive them into their
midst. Indeed, it is their duty so to do ; they have no option in the
matter. They do not care, however, to have anyone who is not thoroughly
convinced, believing that it is better never to know the truth, than tinker
with it in a half-hearted way. To call this mode of procedure "robbery"
is a base slander.

26th.—Writers of fiction and others may " protest against such a
travesty of religion as this Christadelphianism." As mere Protestants,
it is very appropriate they should content themselves with a simple
" protest/' Let them set about the work of establishing the truth and
demolishing " Christadelphianism " if they can. It is not to the point
to say that" Christadelphianism is a libel on the new commandment
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that Christians should ' love one another."' The question is, are those
who assume the name of " Christians," Christians or not ? When any
of them can prove that they believe what Christ taught, and obey what
he commanded, then, and then only, is the time to raise the question of
brotherly love. It is not from any want of love that " Christadelphians
condemn all other churches." It is the simple result of a conviction
that " orthodox " Christians deny and disobey the gospel of Christ while
professing to be his disciples. The justice or otherwise of this con-
viction must be tested by an appeal to the Scriptures Sneering it down
will never settle the controversy which the Christadelphians have raised,
and which they mean to prosecute with increasing vigour and determina-
tion. Numbers and popular belief have no weight with them. They
know that the truth always has been, and always will be, held by the
minority, until "the Gentiles have come 'to the King of the Jews' " from
the ends of the earth," and confessed, " Surely our fathers have inherited
lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profit."—(Jer. xvi. 19.)

J. J. A.

NOTES AND QUEKIES Γ0Κ THE LITEKALIST.*

" LITERAL —According to the letter ; not figurative.37 Such is the definition
given by Noah Webster of the adjective which yields the designation of
the class whose rule of Bible reading we are about to illustrate.

The class is not unknown to Christadelphians. It works according to
a certain rule, called the literal rule. This is a rule which, truthfully
applied, the Christadelphian does not despise; but there are certain
cases in which the letter kills. There is such a thing as being " filled
with the knowledge of God's will in all wisdom and spiritual understand-
ing."—(Col. i. 9). This involves a recognition of some things ignored
by the literalist. To show the killing effect of his absurd method of
working a good rule, is the object of these remarks, hoping that they
may create in some of the literal-man class a desire to come to a
" spiritual understanding" of " spititual things."—(1 Cor. ii. 13.)

What literalists say is this, that every passage of Scripture is to be
read literally, unless the immediate context shows plainly that it is to be
taken figuratively. We are not at liberty to turn to other parts of the
word to find the import. A horse means a horse, and nothing but a
horse, unless there and then specified to the contrary. This principle
has led some to the conclusion that there is nothing new in the Scriptures;
and certainly when you have gone carefully over the terms in a dictionary

* Not the " literalist" of orthodox innuendo, by which would be meant, above all

others, the Christadelphian, who rejects the spiritualistic method of reading the

Scriptures invented by the apostasy; and recovers apostolic faith by a rational treat-

ment of the holy writings. The ''literalist" in view is that amiable, but dull class of

individuals, who (honest enough) having got an inkling of the right method, runs riot

on the subject, and ignores the figurative and symbolic elements of prophecy, reducing

most important parts of God's word to absurdity, and indulging in theories and

speculations destructive of the truth itself.—EDITOR.
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sense, there is an end of the matter, and the most that can then be
done is to reproduce things.

We have always observed, so far as our own experience has gone, that
the literal man has very little to say upon the prophets, and almost
literally nothing upon the Apocalypse. Whether it is because his rule
does not work well, is probably best known to himself. But if the rule
be what he claimed for it, why not work by it in one book as well as
another ? As to the Apocalypse, the literal man affirms it to be all in
the future. In this case even, his rule ought to be able to solve it, for
surely there is no great difficulty in finding out the literal meaning of its
vocabulary ; and if all its events are in the future, and can so be under-
stood, then the rule is valuable indeed. But some theories can never
be reduced to practice. They are admirable so long as they are untried.
Like the traditional apples of Sodom, pleasant to the sight, but bitter to
the taste, and anything but good for food. But let us, without further
preliminary, see what can be done by the literal rule in the Apocalypse;
for if it will work satisfactorily there, no doubt need be entertained about
its power in the other writings.

Chapter i. verse 5 : " Unto him . . . . that washed us in
his own blood ; " is this literally comprehensible ? Verse 8 : " I am
alpha and omega ; " these are the first and last letters of the Greek
alphabet. What would our rule bring us to here? Verse 18 : " I have
the keys of hell and of death; " what sort of keys are these ?

Chapter ii. verse 12 : " These things saith he which hath the sharp
sword with two edges " (what does this mean ?) going " out of his
mouth ? " Verse 17 : "To him that overcometh will I give .
a white stone." Is a literal white stone to be a saint's reward ? Verse
22 : " Behold, I will cast her into a bed ; " what sort of a bed is this ?
A literal bed? Verse 27 : " And he shall rule them with a rod of iron ;"
will this be cast or wrought iron ? Verse 28: " And I will give him
the morning star ! "

Chapter iii. verse 4 : " They shall walk with me in white;" what
advantage would there be in white over black or any other colour? Verse
7 : " He that hath the key of David; " here is another key; what key is
this? Did it belong to David's wardrobe, or the door of his house?
Verse 8 : " I have set before thee an open door; " into what apartment
does this door lead? Verse 10 : " I also will keep thee from the hour of
temptation ; " when is this sixty minutes to begin? Verse 12 : " I will
make him a pillar in the temple of my God." Of what ? Salt or brass?
Verse 18 : " Anoint thine eyes with eyesalve ; " is this anything akin to
Holloway's Ointment ? Verse 20: "Behold, I stand at the door and
knock ; " where is this door ? Chapter 4 : " A door was opened in the
heaven ; " did this make a hole in#the sky ? Verse 6 : There was a sea
of glass ; " what sort of fish are found in this sea ? " Four beasts full
of eyes ; " does Buifon or any other naturalist mention these? Whoever
saw a lion, or calf, or man, or an eagle, full of eyes ? that is to say, " full
of eyes within ? " Chapter vi. verse 2 : "He that sat on him had a bow."
Of what material ? Steel, lance, or yew ? Verses 5 and 6 : " And he had
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a pair of balances in his hand, and I heard
a voice say, a measure of wheat ior a
penny, and three measures of barley for a
penny." Who is this cornfactor? Verse 14;
" And the heavens departed as a scroll
when it is rolled together.0 Where did
this heaven depart to?

Chapter vii; 4< Standing on the four
corners of the earth." Did the writer
understand geography? Was it known in
his day that the earth is round? '* Holding
the four winds." By what appliance were
the winds kept back?

Chapter viii, verse 1; " Silence in heaven
ahout half-an-hour." Who had been making
a noise before the beginning of this thirty
minutes? Verse 8; " A great mountain
burning with fire cast into the sea," Was
this to extinguish the mountain or to dry
up the sea? Verse 11 ; "And the name
of the star is called Wormwood." Is this
star known to astronomers? " The third
part of the waters became wormwood."
Does Linnaus the botanist notice this ?
Verse 12; " The day shone not for a
third part of it, and the night likewise."
Is there any authentic record of this four
hours' eclipse of a third part of the sun,
moon and stars?

Chapter ix; " The key of the bottomless
pit." What use would a key be to a pit
open at one end, or bottomless? Verse 6;
•" And in those days shall men seek death,
and it shall flee from them." Are those
men alive now? Verse 17; " And thus I
saw the horses in the vision, and them that
eat on them having breastplates of fire, and
of jacinth, or hyacinth, and brimstone."
Supposing these to be real horses, is there
any of this breed in existence? And what
may be the construction of their " mouths,"
which belch lorth " fire and smoke and
brimstone? " Verse 19 specifies certain
peculiarities touching their " tai ls" as
well as their " mouths;" and what is
remarkable in this breed of " horses " is
that their " t a i l s " have "heads." And
how do we account ior the deadly hatred
these noble animals had against · devil
worshippers' mentioned in verse 20?

Chapter x; Here we are told of a
" mighty angel" who took <k a little book"
from the hand of another angel, and " ate
it up." While the book was in his mouth
it was " sweet," but in his belly it was
"bitter," May we ask whether "little
books " are the ordinary food of mighty
angels? Chapter xi. verses 3 and 4, Let
us not depart from the letter for fear we
should not catch the sense. " My two
witnesses . . . these are the two

olive trees, and the two candlesticks."
We observe that the witnesses are olive
trees and candlesticks. And now we learn
from the 5th verse that these olive trees
and candlesticks have mouths, and out of

j their mouths, fire proceedeth, and devoureth
their enemies, that is to say, kills those
men who were so bent on murder as to put
to death two literal olive trees, and two
literal candlesticks; such men certainly
ought to be punished!

Wonders never cease. Here comes (chap,
xii.) a great red dragon, having seven heads

| and ten horns, and seven crowns on their
heads. If some enterprising Barnum
could have captured this dragon, he would
have been quite a fortune for him. But
view his " tail." What a " tail! " This
wonderful beast was the sworn enemy of
astronomical science. He would have none
of the stars—not he indeed ! Behold
how he prostrates a third part of them at
one switch of his mighty instrument, or
literally speaking—which we must be care-
ful not to depart from—his " tail.1'

Verses 14-17: What an extraordinary
woman is here. She first appears clothed
with the sun, and standing upon the moon.
Now she is about to fly, not with angels*
wings, but with the wings of a great eagle.
Behold she flies from the face of the
serpent. This serpent is also a surprising
creature. He appears to have a sort of
camel's stomach on a grand scale. He has
taken in water for the occasion, and is now
about to attempt to destroy the woman by
projecting it upon her. Whereupon the
earth becomes pitiful, and opens its mouth,
and receive the flood. Of course all ibis
is future! We ought not to expect to find
anything analogous to it in the past. Chap.
xiii.c But here is another beast still more
marvellous. Whatever tribe it belongs to
it looks like a leopard. The writer does
not say in what particulars, whether spots
or any other things. This is a wonderful
animal indeed. It has bears' feet and a
lion's mouth, and heads no less than seven;
and horns more still—ten. And then
comes something about blasphemy upon
its heads. What have leopards to do with
blasphemy ? But "Revelations" appears to
be quite a zoological book. Next we see a
talking lamb with two horns. But what
language does this lamb speak ? It spake
as a dragon. The difficulty still exists, being
shifted only from a lamb to a dragon. Can
any philologist tell us what is the vernacu-
lar of dragons ? Saint George encountered

| a dragon; but there is no account of the
dragon speaking!
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The literal reader will not need to be
conducted any further. His way will now
be perfectly easy through the remaining
chapters. He will find a beast in the
seventeenth chapter, which is full of names
of blasphemy. But he need not be sur-
prised at that. This is not more remarka-
ble than many other things, and all he has
to do is to recollect that the intestines of

this beast consists of blasphemous titles:
and no further enquiry would be profitable.
The future will be its own interpreter!

N.B.— Should any person be so absurd
as to imagine the above terms have a spirit-
ual meaning, they may profitably read
Eureka (3 vols.), by Dr. Thomas.

Nottingham. E. TURNEY.

SUNDAY MOKNING AT THE CHKISTADELPHIAN SYNAGOGUE,
BIRMINGHAM, No. 16.

From Shorthand Notes by brother J. BUTLER, (revised.)

EPHESIANS v.— The most important thing
for us to know after we have come to a
knowledge of the truth, and taken up
that attitude which the truth requires of
everyone who believes it, is, how we ought
to walk in the new position to which we
have been introduced. This information is
abundantly spread before us in the letters
which, in the providence of God, Paul
wrote to the various ecclesias existing in
his time, and which, in the providence of
God, have been preserved down to this late
age. The chapter that has been read is
one very important contribution. It begins
by a very comprehensive exhortation :
"Be, therefore, followers of God as dear
children." This is in substance the
exhortation which Jesus himself uttered
while in the flesh. He said " Be ye holy,
as your father in heaven is holy; be ye
perfect, as your Father in heaven is
perfect." To follow God is to be like
him. We know what God is, because He
has revealed Himself. Those by whom
He spoke inform us, in varied forms of
speech, of what some call the attributes
or mental qualities that belong to God;
therefore, we have only to look these in
the face to see—faintly, it may be, but
nevertheless, to see—what sort of people
we ought to be; nay, what sort of people
we must be if the truth is to be of any
benefit to us. We are told, for instance,
that God is love, and, accordingly, you
find, in the very next verse of the ex-
hortation under our notice, we are told to
" walk in love." The persons that do not
walk in love are not of God, however
clearly they may understand the truth, and
however zealous and contentious they may

be for it. If their mental operations, and,
therefore, their acts and words, are
not centred in love, they have not yet
known the truth as they ought to know it.
They are mere clouds without water,
giving promise of rain, but mocking the
thirsty ground beneath." Love was from
eternity; love gave birth to creation. Love
exiled Adam and Eve from Eden, that woe
might not be everlasting. Love laid the
foundations of the truth. Love gave us
the child of Bethlehem, by the power of
the Highest; love made him a sufferer,
and gave him into the hands of men, to be
cruelly mocked and spat upon. Love
brought him out of the grave. Love
exalted him to the priestly office in the
heavens; eternal love will send him to
earth again, and, by his hand, will drive
all rulers from their thrones, wreck all
their governments, and give the way of
God to the sorrowing nations. Love will
bring all to the bosom of God, remove sin,
banish death, and fill the earth with glory
and love eternal. Love is the beginning—
love is the end. What*then is the position
of the mani who, having the truth, is
destitute of the principle in which it had
its origin, and in which it will have its end?
What sort of relation has he to that
perfect assembly of the future which will
live—physically and mentally—in the very
atmosphere of love ? He is a bastard and
not a son; an ugly abortion in the family
of God; a swine whose prying snout has
unearthed the jewels of the sanctuary, and
profaned them by unholy appropriation.
We can well understand why John should
say that a man who loves not is not of
God. The man who says he loves God
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and loves not his neighbour, is a liar; for j
real love shews itself in good deeds i
towards the unthankful and the evil, as
well as towards the good. Therefore, let
us have this fact emblazoned, as it were, in
visible letters, continually before our eyep,
that the first lesson of our high calling is
that we ought to walk in love.

At the same time, let us read that
lesson with discrimination; let us not put
up that motto and tear down other
mottoes that ought to be kept up as well.
The man who says that because we are to
live in love, therefore, we are not to find
fault with other people's opinions, and
must not separate ourselves from sincere
and pious people, who may, in our
judgment, deny the truth, is a destroyer of
the word. He handles the word of God
deceitfully, it may be without intending
it. He would have us obey one part of it
and not another. We must avoid such a
man, and go from his counsel, as we
would from the music of the seductive
serpent. There is death in his words,
though they are kindly words, and well
meant. We must hold love as God does.
Does the love of God prevent him from
being angry? Does the love of God
prevent him from being jealous? Does
the love of God prevent him from
cleaving the earth sometimes, and letting
a Korah. Dathan, and Abiram into the
abyss? Does the love of God prevent
him from drowning millions of people,
and burning thousands of others in the
fires of Sodom? No, no. The love of
God never interferes with anything, else;
nor will it in his children. Our duty to
love must never interfere with our duty to
declare the truth, and that truth is, that all
men are mortal, and have no prospect
whatever of gaining the favour of God,
except in the way He has appointed—the
belief and obedience of the gospel. What
an irrational proposition, that because we
are to walk in love, we are to hold our
tongues on these things!—that because
we are to obey the exhortation to walk in
love, we are to disobey the exhortation to
*' contend earnestly for the faith once
delivered to the saints! " This is the way
men around us wrest the Scriptures to
their own destruction. Foolish, brainless
orthodoxy puts on a smiling oily face,
and pretends to be very " charitable."
It would not say a disagreeable word to
anybody. It thinks it highly uncharitable
to say to people that they are wrong?
What is true charity?—real kindness; and
is it kind or unkind if you see a person

going the wrong road, to tell him that is
not the way? The pious people of
orthodoxy exclude this kindness by laying
down a false rule of charity. They say
"Keep your opinions to yourself; other
people have as much right to their opinions
as you have." It is true that as between
man and man, everyone has a right to his
own opinion; but is this a reason why a
man should keep his convictions to
himself? If his convictions are of any
moment—that is, if they relate to
anything affecting the interests of those
around him, it is the very reason why he
should speak, because every man having
a right to his own opinion, there is hope,
that by ventilation, others may be brought
to embrace " opinions " that are true. If
the Christadelphians proposed to take a
man's opinion from him by force—as the
Pope used to do—there might be some
force in the complaint; but it is an
exceedingly absurd complaint to urge
against the bare proposition of the truth.
If a man has a right to his convictions, he
has also a right to declare them. Others may
exercise their right of refusing to hear, but
they ought not to impugn liberty of speech.
If a man know the way of life and is in
'earnest; it is impossible he can hold his
tongue; for both duty and impulse will
drive him to speak. The man who can
hold his tongue out of deference to other
people's feelings, gives evidence that he is
not in earnest, but that, as a mere
formalist, he has a creed as worldly people
have their creeds, and, like them, is not
going to allow his " creed " to interfere
with his business or spoil his neighbourly-
ness. The sons and daughters of God
are not of this type. The things of this
lile are, with thenr, entirely secondary.
The first thing is the truth; the will of
God in all things. They " seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness,"
and, seeking it first for themselves, they
are not likely to make it secondary in
their relations with others. There is,
therefore, a broad distinction between
those who are of God, and those who are
of the world. The distinction is to be
seen even among those who profess the
truth, for there are those who profess the
truth of whom the truth has not taken
possession, and with whom the truth is not
a power. Let us take heed that we belong
not to this class. If we are to be like
Christ, we must resemble him; and he
declared of himself that his meat and his
drink was to do the will of Him who sent
him. Is this not our part likewise? This,
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indeed, is our mission. In the truth we
have a mission. Before we knew the
truth, we had no mission; we belonged to
the dogs outside. We were of that
outcast race who are no more inhabitants
of the earth, in the real sense, than the
beasts of the field—who happen to be here
just now, but are not fixtures, and will be
gone shortly. We were amongst them
once, without hope—without God—with-
out a mission; but when the truth comes,
it puts a mission in our hands, and the
mission ought to be our meat and drink.
With those who are of God, it will be so;
with others, not. In the very days of
Christ, a great many followed him, but
only a very few of them were his trne
disciples; and, on one occasion, when he
brought the truth very hard to bear, the
majority said " This is a hard saying, who
can hear it ? " and they walked no more
with him." Another time, the crowds
were following him, as much as to say
" We will honour this man; we will give
him our support, which is a great thing for
him." Jesus turned round and said " If
any man come to me, and hate not his
father and mother, his brothers and sisters,
vea, and his own life also, he cannot be my
disciple." That was cold water to the
zeal of the crowd, for they were following
him exactly with reference to father and
mother, and houses and land. They
thought it would be a good thing for
themselves and their friends to espouse
the cause of a man who would shortly be
on the throne. They followed him with
fleshly objects, and, therefore, Jesus chid
them. It that were the case amon» the
personal followers of Christ; if when he
himself was here, who spake as never man
spake, large numbers crowded round him
who were afterwards blown away as chaff,
need we wonder if in the day in which we
]ive, when there is no voice of authority,
when the voice of God does not speak to
us, except in the silent words of His
book, many should be drawn by this
and that to make a profession of the truth,
whose meat and drink it is—not to serve
God; but whose meat and drink it is
(while they like the truth), to make them-
selves comfortable — who think it a
pleasant thing to be among friendly
people; a nice thing to go to meetings;
delightful to get rid of the horrid doctrines,
and grim, long-faced bondage of orthodoxy,
and to get among people where there is
intelligence, love, and freedom; but whose
hearts walk after the world for all that.
Τ litre are many things to draw people to

the truth in the present day; and what I
wish to say is, that no one should feel
discouraged if they fail to see in all who*
profess the truth, that allegiance to it—that
burning love of it—that thoroughgoing-
consecration to it, which in their own hearts
they may be yearning after. All Christ's
people will hear his voice. God's work
will be done; God's people will be brought
out; God's people will be of the right
sort; therefore let us give ourselves no
anxiety of a grievous sort. Our anxiety
should be this, to take care lest we fail in
doing our duty. In doing our duty, let us
not be anxious, for the kingdom will come,
and there will be those to enter it, who in
the present state, have shown the character-
istics of the true sheep, in hearing the voice
ot the shepherd with attentive and loving-
ear, and following him. Such will now
answer to the description here given. They
walk in love, but they will not be all milk
and honey. Christ was not so. He was a
very disagreeable man to those who were
not on the same side as himself. He was
always" railing against the clergy of his
day—the Scribes and Pharisees, whom he
denounced as those who had taken away
tne'key of knowledge from the people. He
sometimes, looked upon them with anger,
when they tried to entrap him in his words*
He was a man whom they hated. Jesus
described the source of this hatred in words
addressed to his brethren according to the
flesh, at a time when they were un-
believers. He said " The world cannot
bate you, but me it hateth. because I testi-
fy of it that the works thereof are evil.99'
This is precisely the basis of the world'»
hatred towards the people of Christ. If the
latter would admit that the world was right,
they might hold anything they liked,so far
as the world was concerned. The world
would like them. The cry of charity is
really a plea for smoothing things over.
People don't want it to be said they are
wrong, whatever may be thought,and because
we say it, we are hated. If we run in the
groove of silence, and seem to countenance
the world's fables and frivolities—rather
display a weakness to be like the world, we
should be thought well of. If this is true
with regard to words, much more is it true
with regard to acts. The world is made
uncomfortable by the implied protest of
non-conformity. If we would only do as
they do, they would forgive our doctrines.
There are many inducements to give in to
them. It wants courage to act the part of
the high calling. We are in danger of
playing the coward, and bowing as it were
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in the world's great presence. As an
example, look at dress in which the
world is at present running riot. This
extravagance of personal adornment is a
folly in the sinner, and a snare to the
righteous. Who are the world's greatest
fools ? Those who dress the highest. The
empty snob is known by his superb and
ostentatious appurtenances. You find him
got up in the latest style of Vanity Fair,
with all noisiness of colour, flash and fumi-
gation; loud voice and impudent swagger,
disporting himself in the widest ways of the
city. His sister, if possible, more empty-
headed than he, is also in the foremost
ranks of fashion. What is fashion ? It is
the mere ingenuity of the world to vary its
pleasures; and to deliver itself from
what—to its foolish heart—would be
the dull monotony of existence. Its
enjoyments are of a kind that soon
grow stale. It requires "change;" and
in the matter of dress, it issues fresh
decrees with every moon; and with what
alacrity its decrees are obeyed. At once
the millions bow the knee ! The people—
vanity are they !—recognize fashion as their
king. As soon as he comes forth, they go
and dance like fools round his throne.
The greatest fools are nearest the throne.
The little wisdom there is in the throng, is
found in the outer circle. You can
always tell when there is not much in the
head: there is plenty of show outside.
Everything is as neat, and precise, and
superfine as if the man had just emerged
from a bandbox. There is no necessity
for being tawdry or Quakerish; never-
theless, there is a very broad margin
between the high dresser and the slut.
You may be well up to fashion, or you
may be afar off, and you will take your
place according to your moral status.
This margin, and the working of this
rule, you will see in the world.
Whom do you find in the inner
court of fashion? The empty heads, the
triflers, the people who are not governed
by principle; those who have no sense of
the gravity of existence; to whom God is
nothing, Christ a myth, and the future a
blank. Come out of the inner court, and
go to the outer circle of dress, where
people attire themselves for convenience
and decency, and as you go, you find
people becoming more and more sensible,
sober, and unobtrusive, until, by and by,
you come upon men of judgment and

capacity, and mind. If this is the case
with regard to the world, how little
excuse there is for those who profess the
name of Christ indulging in the vice of
** costly array." Let them obey the
apostle, and " adorn themselves in
modest apparel, with shamefacedness and
sobriety."—(I Tim. ii. 9.) There is
no necessity for being odd, but there is
need for eschewing the excesses into which
the world is running in the matter, and
this can be done without any offence to a
pure taste. There is nothing more bean-
tiful than to see men and women of
judgment attired in a plain unobtrusive
manner. High dressing takes a consider-
able percentage off the moral dignity of
such. It implies a lingering affinity with
the low class of intelligence that thinks to
create appreciation by the display of stuff
that can be purchased over a counter.
Men and women, who walk in the know-
ledge and love of God, can dispense with
such meretricious attractions, even if in
the doing of it, they have to dispense with
the favourable opinions of foolish neigh-
bours. The point I was driving at was
this: that those who walk in love are not
necessarily liked. The wrong sort of
people did not love Christ. Those who
loved the truth loved him, but he was
hated of the others, though he walked in
love; and so were the prophets, and all the
righteous men whose approval is recorded
in the Scriptures. We are, therefore, in
good company if we are disliked because of
our faith and testimony. Yet let us
beware of making it a cloak of evil. To
be valiant for the truth is good, but to
delight in ravening upon the easy prey of
orthdoxy—to glory in mere doctrinarian
pugilism·—to find gleeful sport in tearing,
with bark and bite, the rotten rags of
a superstitious faith, is abomination of
the most odious kind. It is a pitiable
sight to see the truth in such unholy hands.
It is a jewel of gold in a swine's snout.
Such is the unfortunate alliance where the
truth is held without those moral effects
which it is the very design of it to
produce. In all things, let love be the
centre of operation—the guiding motive.
Be kindly affectionate one toward another,
and toward all men. Let the love of God
fill the hearts and minds of everyone who
has obeyed from the heart the form of
doctrine delivered by the apostles.

EDITOR.
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FELLOWSHIP IE" THE TBUTH.

IN a private communication to a friend in
the North, who had put some questions, Dr.
Thomas writes on this subiect,as follows:

The Lord Jesus said: " I pray not for
the world, but for them which Thou hast
given me, that they may be one, being
sanctified through the truth; that they
all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in me
and I in Thee, that they also may be one
in us, as we are one, made perfect in One."
—(John xvii.) This unity of spirit in the
bond of peace (Eph. iv. 3), is what John
styles our fellowship, the fellowship of the
apostles, resulting from sanctification
through the truth. Hence all who are sanc-
tified through the truth, are sanctified
by the second Will, through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once. For by
one offering he hath perfected for a contin-
uance them that are sanctified (Heb. x. 10,
14), which one offering of the body was
the annulling and condemnation of sin, by
the sacrifice thereof.—(Heb. ix. 26.) This
body, which descended from David " ac-
cording to the flesh," was the sacrificial
victim offered by the Eternal Spirit.— (Hefr.
ix. 14.) If David's flesh were immaculate,
this victim, descended from him, might
possibly be spotless; but in that event, it
would not have answered ior the annulling
and condemnation of sin in the flesh that
sinned.—(Rom. viii. 4.) If it were an
immaculate body that was crucified, it
could not have borne our sins in it, while
hanging on the tree.—(1 Peter ii. 24) To
affirm, therefore, that it was immaculate
(as do all papists and sectarian daughters
of the Roman Mother), is to render of none
effect the truth which is only sanctifying
for us by virtue of the principle that Jesus
Christ came IN THE FLESH, in that
sort of flesh with which Paul was afflicted
when he exclaimed " O, wretched man that
I am ! who shall deliver me from this body
of death? "—(Rom. vii. 11, 24.)

It is not my province to issue bulls of
excommunication, but simply to shew what
the truth teaches and commands. I have
to do with principles, not men. If anyone
say that Jesus Christ did not come in the
flesh common to us all, the apostle John
saith that that spirit or teacher is not of
God; is the deceiver and the anti-Christ,
and abides not in the doctrine of Christ;
and is therefore not to be received into the
house, neither to be bidden God-speed.—(1

John iv. 3, 2; 2 Ep. 7, 9, 10.) I have
nothing to add to or take from this. It is
the sanctifying truth of the things concern-
ing· the " name of Jesus Christ." All
whom the apostles fellowshipped, believed
it; and all in the apostolic ecclesias who
believed it not—and there were such—had
not fellowship with the apostles, but
opposed their teachings; and when they
found they could not have their own way,
John says *' They went out from us, but
they—the anti-Christ —were not of us; for
if they had been of us (of our fellowship),
they would have continued with us; but
they went out that they might be made
manifest that they were not all of us."—(1
John ii. 19,) The apostles did not cast
them out, but they went out of their own
accord, not berng able to endure sound
doctrine.—(2 Tim. iv. 3.)

Then preach the word, &c, and exhort
with all long-suffering and teaching. This
is the purifying agency. Ignore brother
this and brother that in said teaching; for
personalities do not help the argument.
Declare what you as a body believe to be
the apostles' doctrines. Invite fellowship
upon that basis alone. If upon that declar-
ation, any take the bread and wine, not
being· offered by you, they do so upon their
own responsibility, not on yours. If they
help themselves to the elements, they
endorse your declaration of doctrine, and
eat condemnation to themselves. For my-
self, I am not in fellowship with the dogma
that Jesus Christ did not come in the
flesh, or that he died as a substitute to
appease the fury and wrath of God. The
love of God is manifest in all that He has
done for man. " When all wish to do what
is right," the right surely is within their
grasp. I trust you will be able to see it
from what is now before you. And may
the truth preside over all your deliberations,
for Christ Jesus is the truth, and dwells
with those with whom the truth is. Where
this is I desire to be.

If I believe the truth as it is in the
Jesus Paul preached, and fellowship the
doctrine of an immaculate Jesus Paul did
not preach, in celebrating the death of the
latter with those who repudiate the macu-
late body set forth by God for a propitia-
tion, is affirming one thing and practising
another. Those who hold Paul's doctrine,
ought not to worship with a body that
does not. This is holding with the hare
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and running with the hounds—a position
of extraordinary difficulty. Does not such
an one love the hounds better than the
hare ? When the hounds come upon the
hare, where will he be ? No; if I agree
with you in doctrine, I will forsake the
assembling of myself with a body that

opposes your doctrine, although it might
require me to separate from the nearest and
dearest. No good is effected by compro-
mising the principles of the truth; and to
deny that Jesus came in sinful flesh, is to
destroy the sacrifice of Christ.

JOHN THOMAS.

PAEAPHRASE OF THE APOCALYPSE.

ON THE BASIS OF EUREKA III, CHAPTER IX, Verses 13 to 21.

13 and 14.—The sixth angel sounded the
second woe-trumpet, April 29,A.D. 1062,
and I heard one voice out of the four horns
of the altar of gold, which is the same altar
as that pictured in chapter viii. Although
it had four horns, like the Mosaic altar,
there was only one voice, representative oi
a multitude of believers possessing one
heart and mind. This voice, which
commanded the sixth angel to sound, was
in response to the prayers of the saints,
symbolised by the golden altar, for
retribution on their contemporaries for
blasphemy, idolatry, and persecution. This
symbolic altar was in the sight oi the
Deity, in the same sense that Israel was in
God's sight when in the Holy Land; a
territory on which the eyes of Jehovah are
said always to dwell. And the' voice said
to the sixth angel, who had the trumpet,
"Loose the four angels which have been
bound by the great Euphrates;" indica-
ting that four powers, whose territories
were bounded on the west by the Euphrates,
were about to be loosed and permitted to
cross it to invade the Eastern Third of the
"Roman Empire.

15.—The four having been prepared
were loosed, not, however, all at once, but
one at a time, an interval elapsing between
the mission of each. The time occupied in
their preparation is not given, but the
whole time for which, collectively, they
were loosed, was a prophetic hour, or
thirty days, symbolic day or one year, a
month of thirty-year days, and a year of
three hundred and sixty year-days, making
a total of 391 years and thirty days; a
period which commenced April 29th, A.D.
1062 and terminated May 24th, 1453. The
object for which they were loosed was, that
they might kill the third of the men, that
is, slay with political death, the power of
the men who ruled the Eastern Third of

the Roman Empire. Their mission was
to make war upon idolatry, which they
proclaimed to be a sin punishable with
death. The preparation of the first angel-
power began under the rule of Mohammed
the Gaznevide, a strong and successful
opponent of idolatry who reigned in the
eastern provinces of Persia, from A.D. 997
to 1028, and for whom the title of Sultan
was first invented. Unfortunately for his
dynasty, he introduced into his kingdom a
number of Turkmans, who, in the reign of
his son, A.D. 1038, became so powerful as
to overthrow his dynasty. They elected
for their king Togrul Bey, under whom
their dominion was extended eastward to
the Indus, and westward to Media, on the
confines of the Roman Empire; from which
place he despatched a demand to Constan-
tinople for the tribute and obedience of the
Emperor. He was named by the Caliph of
Mohammedanism, the temporal vicegerent
of the Moslem world, and declared to be
the temporal lieutenant of the vicar of the
prophet. This alliance was cemented by
his marriage with the Caliph's daughter in
A.D. 1062, and the marriage oi the
Togrul's sister with the Caliph; by which
event the preparation of the first angel
was completed. Under his administration
the whole of the Turkish nation embraced
with fervour and sincerity, the anti-
idolatrous religion of the old Mohammed.
Thus an anti-idolatrous power was de-
veloped upon the old Mahommedan basis,
whose dominion extended to the Euphrates,
by which it was divided from the isolators
of the west Togrul died A.D. 1063 and
was succeeded by Alp Arslan, who no
sooner ascended the throne than he crossed
the Euphrates, at the head of Turkish
cavalry, with a view to extending his
dominion; thus the first angel-powcr was
loosed. He completed the conquest of
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Armenia and Georgia, and then reduced to
his submission the Asiatic provinces of
Rome, taking the Emperor, Romanus
Diogenes, prisoner, and killing a third of
the inhabitants of those provinces. He
was assassinated A.D. 1072, and was suc-
ceeded by his son, Malek Shah, the first
Turk who bore the title of " Commander
of the Faithful." After his death the
empire was divided into four parts; the
fourth of which, under the dynasty of
Roum, was extended to the Bosphorous
and Hellespont, and its capital was
removed to Nice in Bithynia, 100 miles
from Constantinople. Its leader Soliman,
imposed tribute and slavery on the Greek
idolators, profaned the temples, insulted
the priests, and made the Emperor tremble
in the walls of his own capital. The
mission of the first angel-power was con-
cluded towards the close of the eleventh
century, at which period the Greek empire
was on the verge of ruin. Its complete
destruction, however, was averted by the
Crusaders who made war upon the Turks
to obtain possession of the Holy Land,
thereby propping up the Greek empire for
200 years longer. In the spring of A D. 1096,
300.000 of them set out under the leadership
of Peter the Hermit; they increased in num-
ber as they advanced, but a large proportion
perished before a city was taken; their prin-
cipalforce wascavalry. After many reverses,
they obtained possession of Antioch, and in
July, 1099, captured Jerusalem, an event
which was followed by the foundation of the
Latin kingdom of Jerusalem; this kingdom
was conquered bySaladin, A D . 1187, but the
expulsion of the Latins did not take place
till A.D. 1295. The preparation of the second
angel-power began with Zingis the Most
Great, emperor of the Moguls and Tartars,
a power composed of many pastoral tribes
inhabiting the highlands between China,
Silicia, and the Caspian Sea. He pretended
to be a prophet, and his only article of
faith was the existence of one God, the
author of all good. His greatest delight
was to be engaged in war. He died A.D.
1227. During the 68 years which followed,
the Moguls subdued almost all Asia, and a
large portion of Europe; whereby a
power was prepared eastward of the
Euphrates, and therefore 4< bound by the
river Euphrates." After conquering the
northern empire of China, this angel power
was loosed by the Moguls pouring into
Europe in immense hordes, with innumer-
able cavalry. They ravaged the countries
they passed through, reduced Russia to a
servitude of 200 years, made an inroad into

Poland, penetrated as far as the borders of
Germany until they approached the shore
of the Baltic. They then invaded
Hungary and conquered the whole country
north of the Danube in a single day.
Since the invasion of the Arabs in the
eighth century, such a great calamity had
never befallen Europe. The Pope en-
deavoured to appease them and eonvert
them to his idolatry, but was met by their
leader with the reply that the sons of God
and of Zingis were invested with a divine
power to subdue and extirpate the nations,
—a statement which is apocalyptically
true. At the close of the thirteenth
century the Mogul power began to decline,
and this gave scope, during the second
interval, for the rise of the Ottoman
power; the true era of which may be said
to date from A.D. 1326. Under the lead
of Orchan they subdued Bithynia, crossed
into Europe for the first time, A.D. 1341;
established themselves in Thrace, secured
Adrianople as their capital and surrounded
the Greeks both in Asia and in Europe;
which resulted in the Roman world being
contracted to a corner of Thrace, about fifty
miles in length and thirty in breadth.
Sultan Bajazet I. then threatened to take
Constantinople, but was prevented by the
third angel-power attacking and almost
ruining the Ottoman power, whereby the
fall of Constantinople was delayed for
about 50 years; this delay being one of the
objects for which the third angel·power
was prepared.

Towards the close of the 14th century
toe Moguls had for their leader Timour,
who in A.D. 1380 invaded the kingdom of
Persia, and reduced to obedience the whole
course of the Tigris and Euphrates. Thus
the third angel-power was prepared,
" bound by the great river Euphrates."
Its loosing took place in the beginning of
the 15th century, when the Timour-Moi*ul
power captured Aleppo and Damascus on
the west of the Euphratean boundary.
Timour then conquered the kingdom of
Anatolia, took Smyrna by storm, and
compelled the Greek emperor not only to
pay tribute, but to take an oath of allegi-
ance to him as the king of the world.

The third interval was occupied in the
revival of the Ottoman empire by Moham-
med I. and his successor Amurath II., who
captured Adrianople, and so united the
Ottoman empire, A.D. 1421. By this
time the preparation of the fourth angel-
power was completed, and in the spring of
the following· year, it was loosed; an event
which was signalled by the Ottoman
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power besieging Constantinople. A crowd
of volunteers were attracted from Asia for
the honour of taking part in this siege.
After it had been carried on for two
months, it was interrupted by the recall of
Amarath, in consequence of a domestic
revolt, whereby the Byzantine empire
obtained a precarious respite of 30 years.

Amarath II. was succeeded, A.D. 1451,
by his son, Mohammed II., who so inces-
santly sighed for the possession of
Constantinople, that in the following year
he built a fortress on the Bosphorous about
five miles from the city, with a view to
besieging it. The Greek emperor perceiv-
ing the danger to his capital, tried to divert
him from the work but without success.
Moh immed began the siege April 6th A.D.
1453, and it lasted fifty-three days.
His forces were estimated at 258,000—a
number far greater than those found able
and willing to defend the city—and his
artillery surpassed anything that had yet
appeared in the world. Small, however,
as their forces were, the Greeks were so
obstinate in their resistance that at one
time Mohammed began to despair; but by
means of a double attack from land and
sea, he at length succeeded in dismantling
the fortifications. He then invited the
Greeks to submit, threatening them with
death if they refused. They refused to
submit, whereupon the siege was pressed
on with renewed energy, and on the morn-
ing of May 29th, at the precise termination
of the 391 years and 30 days, the city fell
amidst great slaughter, the emperor him-
self being amongst the slain. Erom this
time Constantinople became the capital of
the Fourth Euphratean angel-power, the
Ottomans. Thus was completed the
mission of the Pour angels, the object of
whose preparation and loosing was that
they might kill the third of the men—that
is the Eastern Third of the Roman empire.

16.—The number of the hosts of the
cavalry, was two myriads of myriads,
which may be taken to mean two hundred
millions, a myriad being ten thousand; and
I heard the number of them, that is the
aggregate number of the four angel-powers
during the whole period.

17 to 1.9.—-And thus I saw the horses in
the vision; and those who sat upon them
having breasts fiery and hyacinthine and
sulphurous; and the heads of the horses
were as the heads of lions, and out of their
mouths there burst forth fire and smoke
and sulphur: a symbolic description", of the
artillery drawn by horses, subsequently
styled hcfrsc-artillcry, which first came into

use during the mission of the four angel-
powers. When the Apocalypse was written
there was no name in any language to
designate cannons, and therefore they are
described by their appearances. Gibbon
styled them ''new engines of attack"
Horses having been used as symbols of
swiftness, war, and conquest, by the
Hebrew prophets are appropriately used
here to represent the destructive forces of
the four angel-powers. The breasts of
those who sat upon these horses were what
in military phraseology, are styled breast-
work; and the heads of the horses resem-
bling heads of lions, symbolise the cannon
placed upon those breastworks, from which
belched forth destruction, producing a flash
of a fiery and hyacinthine colour. This
arose from the gunpowder with which they
were loaded: the principal ingredients of
which—saltpetre and sulphur, when thrown
into the tire, produce a hyacinthine colour
in combustion. Gunpowder was first used
for warfare in the fourteenth century. By
these three were killed the third of men,
or in other words, the Eastern Third of the
Roman Empire, by the fire, by the smoke,
and by the sulphur, bursting forth out of
their mouths, that is the mouths of the
cannons; for it was almost wholly by means
of these weapons and gunpowper that Con-
stantinople was captured, and the empire
thereby killed and subjected to the Ottoman
power. In his description of that siege,
Gibbon says " the incessant volleys of
lances and arrows were accompanied with
the smoke, and the sound, and the fire, of
musketry and cannon. Their small arms
discharged at the same time, either five or
even ten balls of lead, of the size of a
walnut; and, according to the closeness of
the ranks, and the force of the powder,
several breastplates and bodies were trans-
pierced by the same shot: " a description
quite in harmony with that of the Apoca-
lypse. The powers of the cannons are in
their mouths and tails; that is, their breech,
without which they would be useless; for
their tails, or breeches are like serpents,
having heads or cannon balls, which come
from the tail or breech; they are appropri-
ately symbolised by serpents, because the
natural power of serpents resides in their
heads and tails. It was with these heads
or cannon balls that they injured the third
of the men.

20, 21.—And the rest of the men, who
were not killed by these plagues—that is,
the inhabitants of those countries of the
Roman Empire not included in the Eastern
Third—changed not from the works of
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their hands, that they might not worship
the daemonials and idols of gold and silver,
and of brass, and of stone, and of wood,
which can neither see nor hear, nor walk;
and changed not from their murders, nor
from their sorceries, nor from their forni-
cation, nor from their thefts. By these
dsemonials are meant an inferior race of
divine beings, the souls of men of the
golden age, hovering between heaven and
earth, and to act as tutelary deities, or
divine guardians: thus forming a connect-
ing link between gods and men. Under
Paganism, they consisted of the supposed
departed spirits or souls of such men as
Darius, Caesar and Alexander, who were
styled Immortal Gods. Under Roman
Catholicism, they consist of the alleged
immaterial souls of saints and martyrs,
who have been extracted out of purgatory,
and been canonised; after which they are
worshipped. This state of things is the
fulfilment of Paul's prediction that in the
last days, there would be seducing spirits,
with teaching concerning devils or dsemon-
ials; a prediction which Protestants have
assisted to fulfil; for in this respect they
are little better than Catholics, seeing that
they hold the dogma of hereditary immor-
tality, and erect memorials, &c, of immor-
tal souls in heaven. The idols worshipped
by the rest of the men were the images, or
idolatrous symbols of these dsemonials: the
worship of which was made legal during
the fifth trumpet, and the interval preced-
ing the sixth trumpet; it was more firmly
established at the end of the sixteenth cen-
tury. This worship of images was the
means of dividing the Italian from the
Greek section of the Roman Empire, and
brought upon both sections the judgments

of the first and second Woe Trumpets; -it
also developed the temporal power of the
Popes, and was one of the principal causes
which brought about the decline of the
Roman Empire. Leo III., who ascended
the Constantinopolitan throne, A.D. 726,
took the lead in abolishing images in the
Eastern Third; in consequence of which he
was surnamed Iconoclast or Image Breaker.
He and his party held a synod iu Constan-
tinople, A.I)., 754, which decreed that all
visible symbols of Christ, except those in
the eucharist, were either blasphemous or
heretical; that image-worship was a corrup-
tion of Christianity, and a renewal of
Paganism; and that all such monuments
of idolatry should be delivered up to be
broken or erased. After considerable
opposition, this decree resulted in the
abjuration of image-worship in the Eastern
Third of the Roman Empire. On the other
hand, the Italian Third cherished and
vigourously defended this idolatrous prac-
tice: the popes being its chief advocates.
It rebelled against the authority of the
Emperor Leo, and defeated the fleet and
army he had sent for the purpose of punish-
ing the Italian idolators. While this was
proceeding, idolatry was being revived in
the East, which resulted in a general
council held at iNice, A.D. 787, composed
of ?50 bishops, who represented both the
Pope of Rome and the Patriarch of Con-
stantinople. At this council it was agreed
that the worship of images is agreeable to
Scripture and reason, to the fathers, and to
the council of the Church. From this time
worship of images progressed silently and
insensibly, until it covered the whole civil-
ised world; and a large amount of it exists
in some form or other to the present day.

A PKATEKNAL GKEETITO FKOM THE OTHEE SIDE OF THE
ATLANTIC.

Baltimore, August 2&th, 1869.

DEAR BROTHER THOMAS.—The breth*
ren and sisters of the Christadelphian
ecclesia of Baltimore, send greeting. We
pray that grace, mercy, and peace, from
God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
may attend you in all your journeyings, in
preaching the kingdom of God, and the
things concerning our Lord Jesus Christ

We had the unspeakable pleasure of
seeing in the August number of the Christ-
adelphian, that you were in the enjoyment

of good health, for which we give thanks
to the Father of all our mercies. And we
were very much edified and refreshed by
reading your lecture " On the Signs of the
Times."—(Matt, xvi.) And we greatly
rejoiced to see that the word of the king-
dom is taking root in many good and
honest hearts, and is bringing forth the
fruits of righteousness.

We congratulate our dear brethren in
England on their fearlessness and zeal in
the cause of truth and righteousness, in
which to our minds, is manifested one of
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the signs of the times. Another sign oi
the times we see, is, that the wicked fleeth
like a coward, and hideth himself. And
well may he fly when he sees the lion-like
boldness of the righteous, with the broad
two-edged sword of truth in their right
hand. For they are sure of being hewn to
pieces, as Agag was by Samuel the prophet.
Another sign of the times is manifested in
the love oi the brethren for the truth; in
that it hath cast out the fear of the world,
the flesh, and the devil. For " perfect love
casteth out fear." Go on, dear brethren !
fearlessly, go on m the good work of the
Lord; forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord. Yes,
fight on, for the battle will soon be over,
and the victory won. When our dear elder
brother shall come, and his holy angels with
him, then shall he reward his faithful
brothers, according as their works shall be.
Yes, brethren, that is the time when you
shall hear his welcome voice, saying:
"Well done, good and faithful servants;
thou hast been faithful over a few things,
/ will make thee ruler over many things·
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord" It
makes our hearts thrill for joy to see you
alive and awake to the great crisis hard
impending upon this ungodly world: when
judgment shall descend, as it did upon the
antediluvians in the days of Noah and in
the days of Lot. The good news from
England has waked us up to greater ear-
nestness and diligence in the good work of
the Lord. And the good Lord has
rewarded our labours by adding two more
to our number, by baptism; and there is a
prospect of more very soon. We are
diligently studying the Scriptures, together
with Elpis Israel and Eureka, so as to be
enlightened in the things concerning the
kingdom of God, and the things concerning
our Lord Jesus, so that when he comes,
he may find us waiting and watching, and
our lamps trimmed with the oil of the
truth, and brightly burning with the light
of faith and love.

Dear brethren, if we shall not have the
pleasure of seeing you face to face in this
vale of tears, we hope, by the grace of God
to meet you in our Father's kingdom; and
surround the throne of our blessed Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, with that great
cloud of witnesses, of whom the world was
not worthy. Oh ! think of the society we
shall then have to enjoy, gathered from all

the ages and generations of the world!
Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Moses,
Elijah and the prophets, Jesus and the
apostles, the saints and the martyrs of
all ages—men and women who have
trodden the same path of trial as we
are now walking; who through faith in the
" exceeding great and precious promises,"
gained the crown of life and glory;
" choosing rather to suffer affliction with
the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater riches than all
the treasures of the world; for they had
respect unto the recompense of the reward;
—who, through faith, subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, obtained pro-
mises, stopped the mouths of lions,
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the
edge of the sword, out of weakness were
made strong, waxed valiant in fight,
and turned to flight the armies of the
aliens. Others were tortured, not accept-
ing deliverance, that they might obtain a
better resurrection; and others had trials
of cruel mockings, yea, moreover, of bonds
and imprisonments. They were stoned,
they were sawu asunder, were tempted,
were slain with the sword; they wandered
about in sheepskins and goatskins, being
destitute, afflicted, tormented; they wan-
dered in deserts and in mountains, and in
dens and caves of the earth." It cost
something to be a Christian in bygone
ages of the world. "Through great tribu-
lation they washed their robes, and made
them white in the blood of the lamb."

Wherefore, dearly beloved, seeing we
also are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses (for the truth), let us lay
aside every weight and the sin which doth
so easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us;
looking unto Jesus the author and finisher
of OUR FAITH; who, for the joy that was
set before him, endured the cross, despised
the shame, and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God.

Now the God of peace, that brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the
blood of the everlasting covenant, make
you perfect in every good work, to do his
will, working in that which is well-pleasing
in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

A. PACKIE.
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ANSWERS TO COBRESPOtfDENTS.

JESUS IN DEATH.
f i C." asks whether Jesus was not the

Christ during the three days he lay dead in
the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. The
answer seems too evident to require arguing.
Jesus, in death, was the Christ in the same
sense that any dead body is the man that
lived before death occurred. A dead body is
not, in all respects, the man that lived. Life
is absent, and, with it, all the interesting
phenomena of mind which distinguish the
body from a mere mass of uninteresting
organic matter. This is a great difference.
The dead body is only the basis of the living
man that was. It is the lifeless form of him
who was living, and is now dead, and
rapidly progressing toward non-existence. It
would be necessary to restore the departed
vitality to reproduce him as he was in the
state in which we recognize his individuality.
Nevertheless, as it is all that is left of him,
we continue to speak of it as the man that
was. Now, the only difference between an
ordinary dead man and Christ in death, is
that the body of Christ was under the
special guardianship of the divine power of
which it had been the medium of manifest-
ation in life. It was not permitted to see
corruption. It was enswathed in a divine
embalming which averted the decomposition
which, in an eastern climate, would have
been far advanced in three days. Therefore,
it was still the Christ, though in the
minimum degree. The Christship of Jesus
was the presence of the Spirit, which intro-
duced him into the world (Luke i. 35), and
filled him immeasurably at his baptism
(John i. 32; iii. 34), constituting him one
with the Eternal Father, who was in him.—
(John vi. 57; x. 38; xiv. 10; 2 Cor. v. 19.)
On the cross, this divine effluence was with-
drawn, and the man who had been the
willing instrument of Almighty power,
soon lay in an undefiled grave, asleep under
the shadow of the Almighty wing. The
Father could not, and did not, suffer His
Holy One to see corruption.—(Acts ii. 24-27.)
On the third day, God raised him from the
dead, and by the Eternal Spirit, resumed
habitation in him, in such manner, glorifying
him with His own self (John xvii. 5), that

Jesus was more than ever one with the
Father, and could say.."I am Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the ending, which
is, and which was, and which is to come, the
Almighty."—(Rev. i. 8.) " I am THE BOOT
and offspring of David (Rev. xxii- 16), or as
Paul describes him, " over all, God blessed
for ever.'*—(Rem. ix. v.) " God manifest
in the flesh, justified in spirit . . .
received up into glory."—(1 Tim. iii. 16.)

SIN AND SINFUL IMPULSES.

"W." writes: "Your interesting article
on the relation of Jesus to the law of sin and
death, in the number for March, must have
been welcome to many of your readers; as
also your remarks on the correspondence on
the same subject, in the number for August.
I should, however, like to have seen some*
thing more on the subject of sinful impulses.
If they are not sin—if " a faculty, impulse, or
propensity, going beyond the bounds pre-
scribed by law, becomes the cause of disobe-
dience" only, and is not sin itself, what
becomes of the language of Christ in Matt,
v. 38: " He that looketh upon a woman to
lust after her, hath committed adultery
already in his heart." This would seem to
be more than a cause of disobedience or sin,
for it is sin committed already in the heart,
yet only an impulse."

ANSWER.—The teaching of the Spirit, in
its manifold utterances, through the prophets,
Jesus, and the apostles, are in harmony, and
if, at any time, they appear to be in conflict,
the cause must be sought for in our own
misapprehension or oversight. Now the
teaching of the Spirit on the subject of sin is
very plain. James is very precise in his
definition : " Every man is tempted when he
is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
forth sin, and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death."—(James i. 14.) If
we ask what is meant by sin, we are met by
the direct answer: " Sin is the transgression
of the law."—(1 John iii. 4.) Hence, sin
and disobedience being the same, they are
used interchangeably.—(Rom. v. 12-19.)
Desire is not in itself sin, if controlled by the
enlightened judgment. For example: it ii
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lawful to desire food when one is hungry,
but it is unlawful to steal a loaf; or, if a
hungry man went out with the purpose to
steal, and was only prevented by lack of
opportunity from carrying out his intention,
he would be equally a sinner. This meets
the case cited by our correspondent: " H e
that looketh on a woman to lust after her "
is a man who harbours and cultivates
illegitimate desire, and is, therefore, a sin-
ner merely minus opportunity. There is a
great difference between him and the man
who "keeps his body under."—(1 Cor. ix.
27.) All men are subject to the warfare
expressed in the words: "The spirit
lusteth against the flesh, and the flesh
against the spirit."—(Gal. v. 17·) The best,
like Paul, "find a law in their members,"
which requires to be kept vigilantly subject
to " the bounds prescribed by law," that
is, to the commands of the Spirit. The man
who, by the power of faith, "crucifying
the affections and lusts," succeeds in ob-
taining the victory, is the man who " will
obtain the incorruptible crown."—(1 Cor. ix.
25; James i. 12; John 14; Rev. ii> 26.)
Sowing to the spirit, he will reap life ever-
lasting.—(Gal. vi. 8.) The mere impulse
to sin is not sin. Sin consists in giving way
to impulse in thought or deed. The prophets
"were men of like passions with ourselves.—
(James v. 10, 17.) Jesus was tempted in all
points like as we are.—(Heb. iv. 15.) There
could be no victory if there were no impulse
inclining in a forbidden direction.

WAS THE DEATH OF CHRIST
REPRESENTATIVE OR SUBSTI-

TUTIONARY ?

The same correspondent writes: "You
say substitution is but a myth of the
apostacy, and that God will not accept the
death of others in the place of what he has
decreed. His law, you say, must be carried
out, and the salvation there is to be, is on the
strict basis of compliance with the require-
ments of His law, in the first place, and man
must suffer his own penalty. Now, how can
all this be true, if man suffers this penalty
in Christ, as you state in line 28, page 84,
March number ? The true believer is in
Christ, by faith and obedience, for the
obtaining of the blessings promised, but
surely not for penalty incurred in Adam.
Neither law nor justice would demand twice

payment for the debt, nor double punishment
for the offence."

ANSWER.—The true believer is in Christ
" for the obtaining of the blessings promised,"
it is true, but his obtainment thereof is
strictly subject to hisr recognition of the
means by which they were "purchased."
The first act he is called upon to perform is a
participation in those means, viz., the death
of Christ. He has to be baptised at the very
outset of his candidature; and what is
baptism ? Paul says " Know ye not that so
manv of us as were baptised unto Jesus
Christ, were baptised unto HIS DEATH."—•
(Rom. vi. 3.) Therefore, in the very act of
putting on the name of Christ "for the
obtaining of the blessings promised," he is
made to endorse and morally participate in
the "condemnation of sin in the flesh,"
which Jesus underwent in the " body pre-
ared" for the purpose.—(Heb. x. 5.) In
this way, we are made to suffer the penalty
while " obtaining the blessings promised."
By this arrangement of divine love, God is
"just, and yet the justifier of him that be-
lie veth in Jesus." Jesus was a man,
partaking of " t h e SAME" nature as our-
selves.—(Heb. ii. 14.) He was, therefore,
no substitute in the orthodox sense. He was
a representative. He died a man for men, as
the divine law required, and, being without
sin, " it was impossible that he should be
holden " of the death-bonds in which he was,
momentarily, held.—(Acts ii. 24.) God
raised him from the dead, and appointed him
the saviour, high priest, and judge of those
for whom he had given his life a ransom.
Orthodoxy makes him a substitute of one
being for another; one nature for another,
wherein lies the " m y t h " to be reprobated.

IS PRAYER ANSWERED NOW?

So a sister enquires, in grief at sugges-
tions in a negative direction which have
come under her notice on the subject. We
can only say that if we are to be guided at
all by what is written, the suggestions are
as groundless as her fears. Nothing stands
more clearly revealed than that God is the
hearer of prayer.—(Psalm lxv. 2.) That
such should be the case seems only reason-
able. His presence is everywhere by the
Spirit.—(Psalm cxxxix. 1-12 ; Jer. xxiii.
24.) He knows all things, to the fall of a
sparrow, or the formation of an unspoken
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thought, and is cognizant of even the
number of our hairs.—(Matt, x; Heb. 29,
31; Heb. iv. 12.) He is, therefore, ac-
quainted with all our ways (Dan. v. 23),
and " knoweth what things we have need of
before we ask Him."—(Matt. vi. 8.)
Having the knowledge of our affairs, will
any deny that He has the power to affect
them if He will? Surely not. Even
Nebuchadnezzar admitted that "He doeth
according to His will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth, and
none can stay His hand, or say unto Him
«What doest Thou ?'"—(Dan. iv. 35.)
Having the power, will any one deny Him
the disposition to interpose in the behalf of
those who come unto Him in the way He has
appointed—through him who is the way?
If none would deny His power, who would
deny His graciousness in the face of Christ's
statement, " If ye then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your heavenly Father give
good things to them that ask Him."—
(Matt. vii. 11.) Having the knowledge of
all things, an ear open to the requests of His
children, power to do what He will, and a
disposition to be "gracious, full of tender
mercy, and loving-kindness," who can say
we are not to pray to Him for such things as
we need ? Only those who walk in darkness
would give such ungodly counsel. Such
were they of whom Job spoke " The wicked
live, become old; yea are mighty in power

Therefore, they say unto
God, Depart from us, for we desire not the
knowledge of Thy ways. "What is the
Almighty that we should serve Him? and
what profit should we have if we pray unto
him ?" No enlightened and obedient believer
in the doctrine of the apostles would endorse
this wicked sentiment; for the apostles exhort
us to " continue instant in prayer."—(Rom.
xii. 1, 2.) " In everything, by prayer and
thanksgiving, make your requests known
unto God," " casting all your care upon
Him, for He careth for you."—(Phil. iv. 6;
1 Pet. v. 7.) Shall it be said that these
exhortations are not for us ? If we are not
the sons of God, they are not for us, and we
have neither part nor lot in the matter; but
if we are the sons of God, by the adoption in
Christ, through the belief and obedience of
the truth, we are as much the object of our
Father's care as^those living in the first

century, and have as much privilege of
access as those who were under the superin-
tendence of inspired apostles. If some do
not realise this, there must be a reason
which they should find out, and remove.
There is such a thing as "prayer being
hindered."—(1 Pet. iii. 7·) Domestic strife is
evidently hinted at by Peter. Broils or
misunderstandings of any description have
the same tendency. " The wrath of
man worketh not the righteousness of
God."—(James i. 20.) "Wrath and doubt-
ing " enfeeble the uplifted hands of prayer.—
(1 Tim. ii. 8.) Let a man ask in faith,
nothing wavering; " He that wavereth is
like a wave of the sea driven with the wind
and tossed, for let not that man think that
he shall receive anything of the Lord."—
(James i. 6, 7·) "Have faith in God" is
the exhortation of Christ. If a man have
no faith, no wonder he doubts the value of
prayer, and experiences nothing to make him
realize it. (t Men ought always to pray ana
not to faint," says Jesus again.—(Luke
xxviii. 1.) It cannot be said that our affairs
are unworthy subjects of petition. They
may be of little consequence to others, but to
us they are of paramount importance. Our
very attainment of the life to come is* de-
pendent on the circumstances of our life in
the flesh. Hence, how needful in all our
ways to acknowledge Him who can direct our
path.—(Prov. iii. 6.) The forgiveness of our
trespasses, the provision of daily bread, and
protection from the evil by which we are
surrounded, are among the subjects of the
prayer sketched by Jesus for our guidance.
All of these are personal. Personal needs
are permitted to be brought forward when we
base them on a recognition of the Father's
supremacy, and the glory of his purposes.
"Were we not so permitted, prayer would be
robbed of half its comfort to those who are
invited to " come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that they may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need."—(Heb. iv.
16.) And if we are permitted to " make our
requests known unto God," is it merely as a
formality ? Is it not that they may be
granted unto us in so far as they are in
accordance with His will ? This cannot be
gainsaid. John savs " This is the con-
fidence that we have in Him, that if we ask
anything according to His will, He heareth
us. And if we know that He. hears us,
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whatsoever we ask, we know that we have
the petitions that we desired of Him."—
(1 John v. 14, 15.) There was a class in the
days of the apostles whose experience was
different from this. James says to them,
"Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask
amiss, that ye may consume it upon your
lusts."—(James iv. 3.) The prayer of the
wicked is an abomination to God, even, and
more especially, if that wickedness is coated
with a profession of the holy name; (Prov.
xv. 8; xxi. 27-29); but " to the cry of the
righteous His ear is open."—(Psalm xxxiv.
15; 1 Pet. iii. 12.) It is written: " T h e
eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout
the whole earth, to shew himself strong in
the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
towards Him."—(2 Chron. xvi. 9.) This is
true now; for there is no change with God ;
but " we walk by faith and not by sight."
That is, God works not visibly in His present

dispensation toward the sons of men. If He
did, there would be no scope for the faith
which He is seeking to develop. He works
invisibly. He has all things in His hands,
and can by very slight diversions, and with
no apparent interference with the will of men,
turn the current of events around us into any
channel He pleases, causing all things to
work together for the good of those who are
the called, according to His purpose.—(Rom.
viii. 28.) On this great truth, the prayer of
faith is founded; and because of faith, the
.righteous prayer is heard, even to the supply
of " the things we have need of." Rejoice,
then, all ye righteous, " for the Lord God is
a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace
and glory : no good thing will He withhold
from them that walk uprightly. Ο Lord of
Hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in
Thee."—(Psalm lxxxiv. ii. 12.)

EDITOR.

DE. THOMAS'S VISIT TO BKITAIN.

CONTINUATION OF NARRATIVE BY SISTER LASIUS.

LEAVING Whitby on Friday, November 12th,
at half-past eight o'clock a.m., we changed
carriages at York, and again at Normanton,
en route for Halifax, in the West Riding of
Yorkshire, where, arriving about 3 o'clock
p.m., we were received by brother Bairstow,
by whom we were hospitably entertained
during our stay in Halifax.

Our first meeting was on the following
Sunday, in the afternoon, when we met a
large company of brethren. The breaking of
bread is always attended to in the afternoon
at Halifax, for the convenience of brethren
living at a distance from the town, who
would find it difficult to attend regularly a
meeting held in the morning. About fifty
brethren and sisters assembled in the " Christ-
adelphian Meeting Room," Lister Lane, at
the appointed hour, 2 o'clock, for breaking of
bread, in commemoration of the great atone-
ment ; and for offering the sacrifices of
prayer and praise to Him who has " called
us out of darkness into His marvellous light."
These being attended to, the Dr. was called
upon to speak; and another hour of profitable
instruction out of the word, brought to a
close our first meeting. Friendly greetings
were then exchanged with the brethren and
sisters, many of whom had come from divers
towns and villages of the region round
about, to be present on that occasion. Some
had come from Manchester, some from Leeds,

and some from Heckmondwike, and Hudders-
field; and several who are regular attendants,
living some three or four miles from the
town. A rrangements had been made for the
comfort and convenience of visitors during
the interval between meetings. A little ante
room at one end of the hall was fitted up with
convenience for the sisters to prepare tea,
which was served on long tables kept for
the purpose. This little refreshment of the
"outer man," sustained the activity of the
"inner" during the evening's discourse,
which was commenced at 6.30. The audience
being assembled, the room was filled: every
corner occupied—some having to stand. The
hall is reckoned to be capable of holding 200
persons. The Dr. having finished his dis-
course, notice was given that on the Tuesday
evening following, the subject would be more
fully unfolded in the same place. On
Thursday evening, the meeting was held at
the Temperance Hall, and about 130 persons
were present. On the next Sunday evening,
the Christadelphian Meeting Room was well
filled with an attentive congregation. The
Dr.'s subject was, The Gospel that Paul
preached; in the treatment of which, he
enlarged more particularly upon that absorb-
ing element of it, the second coming of our
Lord and Saviour. He dwelt on the fact that
we are to " wait for him from heaven," and
that he will not come alone or unattended,
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but " shall be revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels." Accompanied by these from
the Father's throne, he comes to* the earth,
and calls forth his saints from the gates of
the unseen, and they come forth and meet
him—those who have made a covenant with
him by sacrifice. He gathers them all together
unto himself, arraigns them at his tribunal,
receives their account, and bestows or with-
holds his approval as the account may be.
He then appears in full manifestation, with
his sanctified people; as saith the apostle "to
the end he may stablish your hearts unblame-
able in holiness before God, even our Father,
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, with
all his saints." The two hours occupied in •
unfolding this grand subject, quickly passed
away; and the end came while the interest
of many was at its height; some even ex-
pressing their willingness to sit an hour
longer. The people were again invited to
meet the Dr. at the same place on Tuesday
evening, the 23rd. When the night arrived,
a fine, drizzling rain was falling, the air was
cold and chilly, and the pavements slippery
with slush. Notwithstanding these induce-
ments to remain in-doors, about forty came
to the lecture. The Dr. spoke in unsparing
terms about the pulpit teachers of the day;
referring to Paul's Epistle to Titus, in which,
adverting to a similar class in his day, he
says " they subvert whole houses, teaching
things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's
sake." The last clause was particularly
dwelt upon, as illustrating the clerical prac-
tices of modern times. One in the audience
cried out " I preach for nothing!" This
made a little sensation, but caused no inter-
ruption. The discourse being ended, brother
Bairstow gave notice that the last lecture of
the course would be delivered on Thursday,
the 25th, at the Temperance Hall; and that
on the Sunday evening following, he would
himself continue the subject that had been
treated of that evening—proving that the
clergy of all denominations, whether paid or
unpaid, are scripturally speaking, Atheists.
On the Tuesday night, a goodly number mus-
tered in the Temperance Hall, at the appointed
hour. The Dr. discoursed concerning the
Man of Sin, as spoken of by Paul to the
Thessalonians: and also concerning the
symbolical Man of Righteousness, represented
in Revelations i. While elaborating the
doctrine concerning the Man of Sin, in con-
nection with another symbol—that of the
Woman riding the scarlet-coloured Beast, a
voice cried out " Shame." " Yes," replied
the Dr., " it is a shame that reasonable men
should surrender themselves to be so hood-
winked by the priesthood of that corrupt
community." We afterwards learned that
the voice proceeded from the same individual
who had cried out at the other meeting, " I
preach for nothing." Two men, in the habit
of attending· the ministrations of a certain
Baptist divine in the town, were overheard

remarking one to the other " I have heard
more of the gospel in the two hours that I
have listened to that gentleman, than I have
heard from in four years."

On retracing the course of things connected
with the truth in Halifax since his former
visit in 1862, the Dr. is gratified to find a
much improved condition of things, both in
regard to soundness of faith among the
brethren, and interest towards the truth
among those without, as evidenced by a
larger attendance at the lectures than eight
years ago. This shows that the brethren
nave not been idle. They have expended a
good deal in fitting· up their hall, which they
can also fill by their own efforts. Truth is
mighty, and will, if planted in a genial soil,
and cultivated with care, prevail over sur-
rounding darkness. The lamp once fairly
lighted, and set upon a lightstand, will shed
a clear, brilliant light around, if continually
supplied with the pure unadulterated oil of
the spirit-word. Good materials for working,
and good order in the distribution of effort,
form a solid basis for success, if the light of
God's favour doth shine upon the labourers.

Bidding our friends at Halifax a temporary
adieu, on Friday, Nov. 26th, we started for
Manchester, about thirty miles distant, where
after nearly two hours' ride by rail, we
arrived in safety. We were met at the station
by the two brothers Birkenhead, and conduct-
ed to another station, where a train was just
about leaving for Sale. About twenty min-
utes more brought us to the pleasant suburb
in question—five miles from the town. Here
we remained ten days. Our home was with
the family of Mr. Birkenhead. We soon
learned that every effort had been made to
call the attention of the people of Manchester
and Sale to the forthcoming lectures, which
were to constitute the first public proclamation
of the truth in Manchester. The large room
of the Cotton Waste Dealers' Exchange had
been secured, also a little side-room, where,
on Sunday 28th, at two o'clock p.m., the
brethren and sisters met for worship. On
that occasion, eleven of us sat round the
table, bringing to remembrance the sacrifice
made once for all—all whose hearts are
sprinkled with the cleansing blood. Three
o'clock was the hour appointed for the public
address. A good congregation in point of
numbers, was in attendance; 160 persons
were reckoned up. The Dr.'s discourse was
introductory, dwelling particularly upon the
fact that God had spoken to the fathers by
the prophets and His Son; from Heb. i. The
audience gave a quiet, attentive hearing, and
many of them at the close came forward to
purchase some of the books which brother B.
had laid out on the table. The ideas set
forth by the Dr. had evidently stirred the
thoughts of many of them, for they collected
in groups, some round the table and some
amoig the benches, discussing among them-
selves. Tea was prepared in the ante-room
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for the accommodation of brethren and sisters,
and a few strangers friendly to the truth.
At half-past six, the meeting was again
opened, but the attendance was not so great
as in the afternoon. Two strangers gave
their addresses, desiring to be called upon.
On Thursday evening, but few attended. The
attention of those who were present, was,
however, deeply rivetted by the grandeur of
the discourse upon the words of Jesus, " I
say unto th.ee, thou art Peter; upon this rock
I will build my church, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it: " the rock not
being Peter, but Christ. Peter being
entrusted with the keys; but not with power
to transmit them to a successor—this being
unnecessary, as the doors once having been
opened by Peter, were never afterwards closed
by him; and the decree was that what he
had unloosed no man could bind, &c. As I
listened, I thought of how much service to
the (Ecumenical Council now assembling at
Rome, would that discourse have been. On
the following Sunday, December 5th, the
meetings were well attended, both after-
noon and evening. Brother Birkenhead
invited the presence of the people, on the
next Sunday, at the same room, with the

view of endeavouring to keep up the interest
apparently awakened in the minds of some.
A school room in Sale has been engaged by
the brethren, in which to hold their meetings,
and invite public attention to the truth.
The ecclesia in Sale at present consists of
eleven persons. All, except two, date the
commencement of their new life at some time
within the past three years. The first was a
wanderer in the remote regions of Canada
West, who in the providence of God, learning
the truth, returned home to be a worker
among his own kindred, in his father's
house ; and as the event has proved, there to
find, as the result of his efforts, co-labourers
and helpers in the work of building up the
house of God. The strength of the little city
is the " strong tower," " the name of the
Lord," into which the righteous runneth and
is safe.—(Prov. xviii. 10.) "Except the
Lord build the house, they labour in vain
that build it."—(Psalm cxxvii.) Every wise
builder will shape all his undertakings with
reference to the overruling power of the all-
wise Master-builder, "whose house we are,"
saith the apostle, if we hold fast the beginning
of our confidence, stedfast unto the end.

INTELLIGENCE.

BIRMINGHAM.—There have been two immer-
sions during the month, viz., JOSEPH JAMES
HADLEY, (20), newspaper reporter, formerly
Church of England, and who, when the truth
found him, was looking forward to the possi-
bility of qualifying for " holy orders"—an idea
which, it is needless to say, the truth has
annihilated for ever; and Mrs. CATHERINE
BENBOW (32), niece to sister Smith, of Bir-
mingham, and sister in the flesh to sister
Hay ward, of Mumbles; who acquired a
knowledge of the truth through intercourse
with her relations. Sister Benbow resides at
Great Bridge, about eight miles from Bir-
mingham. She was on the point of being
immersed while on a visit to Mumbles some
months ago, when a telegram called her away
to attend to sickness at home. She continued
in a state of anxious suspense, with regard to
her position, till the evening of Sunday, Dec.
12th, when, in company with brother Hadley,
she put on the name of the Lord Jesus in
baptism in the presence of a large company.

On Wednesday, Dec. 22, the Sunday school
children to the number of 105 assembled for

ι their annual Christmas treat. A bountiful
tea was followed by the exhibition of trans-

rmcies, with a running explanatory lecture
the Editor. The children sang several

anthems during the evening, and returned
home largely elated.

On the evening of Saturday, December 25,
(Christmas Day) a large number of brethren
and sisters—attaching greater importance to
their spiritual relationships than those
beginning and ending and perishing in the
flesh—availed themselves of holiday leisure
to partake of tea together, and held pleasant
intercourse on the great things of their
common faith. Diagrams illustrative of the
future constitution of things Palestinian were
exhibited and explained by the Editor, and
several interesting addresses delivered.

Brother Chatwin requests us to state, in
reference to our remarks on his withdrawal
in the November number, that though
" companions laughed," their laughing never
"stung " him: and that though "professional
prospects frowned," the " frowning had no
effect in " frightening him." His withdraw-
al, he alleges, had nothing to do with the
laughing of companions or the threatening
aspect of professional prospects.

DEAL.—The truth is slowly establishing a
footing in this place, to which it was intro-
duced some months ago by brother Bosher.
Brother Hayes, writing from London, Dec.
20th, says :—" Sister H. and I returned on
Saturday from a short visit to Deal, whither
we were induced to go by brother Bosher, who
kindly met us at the station. The first idea
was to give a public lecture, but from the
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difficulty of procuring a place for the purpose,
as well as other considerations, that fell
through, and we had to content ourselves
with private conversation. There are about
half-a-dozen persons in Deal who are
decidedly much interested in the truth, and
more or less advanced in the knowledge of it.
Of two of the number, I think I may say they
are not far from the kingdom of God. As
you may suppose, there was much talk, and
several explanations asked and given. All
went on very smoothly until the subject of
spirit turned up, when we were stoutly op-
posed by some old Methodists who were
present, and by no means disposed to give up
their long and fondly cherished conceit of
supposed Spirit-influence in their own parti-
cular cases. I almost despair of any good
being done with them; it is no easy matter
to exorcise Methodists of this notion. They
accuse us of ignoring the Spirit, and think it
" most horrible," failing entirely to perceive
that what we ignore, is simply their idea of
Spirit. Long explanations were entered into
on various points, to the apparent satisfaction
of most, if not of all present, and several
difficulties removed. I am sanguine of good
resulting from this visit, and by no means
regret the time and trouble expended."

FAZELEY.—The truth is here attracting
more and more attention, through the arrange-
ments of sister Wood. On "Wednesday,
Dec. 15th, the Editor at her request, lectured
on "the doctrine of immortality taught by
Christ." The room occupied was the same
as on the former occasion, viz., a large room
behind a public-house. The audience was
again a large one, and would have been
peaceable and attentive, but for the interrup-
tions of a certain Methodist parson, who was
overflowing with ί ς the zeal of God—not
according to knowledge" characteristic of
that class of religionists. This gentleman
was bursting with hostility: he was irrepress-
ible to a ludicrous degree. He declared he
could not stand it, and bobbed up at every
second sentence or so, with either a query or
a small speech to the people, or a solemn
anathema delivered at the lecturer with
studied attitude and intonation intended to
be very tragic and killing. It was repeatedly
pointed out to him that there was no need
ior him to subject himself to the cruel inflic-
tion of listening to the lecture; he had an
effectual remedy in the door, which, having
relieved his conscience, he could with all the
more satisfaction avail himself of. The
appeal was of no avail. He kept his place,
though urged by many of the audience to
leave; and the Editor had to persevere through
a storm of interruptions, hoping in the inter-
vals of calm to lodge something in good and
honest hearts, that would make an impression.
The meeting was more or less in an uproar
from the commencement to the close. Several
times the Editor had to desist, and allow the
etorin to exhaust itself before attempting to

proceed further. After keeping up the battle
for two hours, the Editor took informal leave
of the meeting, and the orthodox party were
proceeding to arrange a meeting of their own,
when sister Wood gave them notice that in
five minutes the gas would be turned off.
The result was a speedy clearance, to the
great chagrin of the adversary, who had
hoped to turn the occasion into a victory of
clamour over argument. The result of the
meeting as a whole was to create sympathy
for the truth. The audience saw that it had
not had a fair hearing, and inferred that the
promoters of the disturbance were afraid of
the consequences of letting it have one. When
the audience had turned into the street, the
parson harangued such of them as remained
for a few minutes; and then indulged in long
prayer, after the manner of the Methodized
heathen. The Editor's company happening
to pass the crowd on their way to the train,
the benighted creature directed the shafts of
his devotion at the Editor's head. On the
following Sunday, brother Hipwell (who in
the days of his ignorance often "preached"
in Fazeley), obtained a good hearing on the
subject of " Life and Death." Several
intelligent persons are interested. Sister
Wood is likely to see the result of her efforts.

GRANTHAM.—Brother Wootton, writing
December 19, says that brother Isaac Turney
having moved to Grantham from Nottingham,
they have together resolved to do what they
could for the truth in the place. They
desire the Editor to visit and lecture. Listen-
ing recently to a "converted Jew" who
lectured in Grantham, brother Wootton was
" so struck with him " that he presented him
with a copy of Twelve Lectures, not knowing
but that he might be led to the faith and
obedience of the truth, so disregarded alike
by Jew and Gentile. Writing again on the
following day, brother Wootton transmits " a
bit of good news" as he calls it. "Last
night," he says, " a gentleman called at my
house, and this was the occasion of his visit.
Being recently in a shop in this town, where
pills and powders are sold for brother Wilby,
of Leicester, he had a tract given him which
brother Wilby had sent a number of, on
which was advertized the Twelve Lectures,
and so impressed was he with what he read,
and knowing that I held similar views, he
called on me respecting the matter, and
ordered me to get a copy of the Lectures and
Defence for him. He is very anxious. He
would like to hear you lecture, and was so
pleased when I told him I was trying to
arrange for you to come, that he offered to
share the expense. There is a small chapel
for sale which will be available in six months,
and he offered to buy it for us and let us have
it at five per cent on the purchase money.
We closed with his offer, thanking him. I
think and hope that the good seed sown on
my part, times gone by (though imperfectly)
will not be long now before it bears fruit.
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HALIFAX.—Brother Whitworth writes
Dec. 21, as follows:—" During the past
month, we have to record the following ad-
ditions to the ecclesia, all of whom put on the
saving name by immersion on the 19th inst.
JOSHUA HOYLE (58) farm labourer, Nor-
land, near Halifax, husband of sister Hoyle,
not previously connected with any sect;
AGNES DRAKE (26), of Elland, wife of bro.
Z. Drake, formerly connected with the Inde-
pendents; ROBERT BAIRSTOW (24), card
Betting machine tenter, Elland, formerly a
member of, and organist to the New Con-
nexion there; HENRY CLARKSON (25),
tanner, (son of brother Clarkson, of "Whitby)
and his wife ELIZABETH (28). The two last
were cases of re-immersion, consequent upon
their recognition of Jesus as Son of God—a
truth not received at their former immersion,
when they believed him to be the son of
Joseph as taught by Mr. Dealtry. WILLIAM
BARNFATHER (23), coach trimmer, Hudders-
field, formerly in connection with the
Independents. He will meet with the
brethren in the town where he resides. The
subjects for the Sunday Evening Lectures
given during the tpast month, have been as
follows:—

November 2&th.—( The clergy convicted of
Atheism/

December 5th.—' The unknown God.'
December 12th.—* The Philippian jailor's

enquiry * What shall I do to be saved ?"
December 19th.—' The perverted Book.'
Since the removal of our meeting place

from Grove-street, six months ago, a visible
increase has taken place in the attendance of
the public, and an interest awakened in many
minds in the things concerning the kingdom
of God and the name of Jesus the Christ."

LEICESTER.—The brethren here continue
their exertions on behalf of the truth. The
most recent phase of these is the publication
and distribution from door to door, of 5000
copies of a four-page tract written by one of
themselves, consisting of an earnest, homely
address " to the professing religious commu-
nity of Leicester." The tract begins with this
heading displayed in an attractive style:—

CHRISTADELPHIAN SYNAGOGUE,
HALFORD STREET ASSEMBLY ROOM,

LEICESTER.

The Christadelphians in Leicester assemble
at the above place every Sunday morning
at half-past ten, for the breaking of bread
and worship; and every Sunday evening
at half-past six for the proclamation of the
things concerning the kingdom of God
and the name of Jesus Christ.

All lovers of " the truth " are most t
invited. All Seats free ! No Collections '

and no Annual Bazaars !
" Beware lest any man spoil you through

philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition

of men, after the rudiments of the world, and
not after Christ."—Col. ii. 8.

Brother F. W. Wilby, who transmits a
few copies of the tract, says:—"It is a bold
attack on the enemy, and in writing the same,
I was reminded of the fact that so recently
as ten months ago, I was one of that deluded
multitude who are alienated from the life of
God, thus the profound ignorance that is in
them ; and when I think of this, my whole
soul burns with gratitude to Him who has
begotten me by His word of truth, and
given me a hope that is both sure and sted-
fast. It is this blessed hope that enables me
to take my stand and shoot straight at the
enemy. God grant that our appeal may
induce some to do as the writer has done, that
at the appearing of our blessed Lord, a people
may be prepared and waiting even in Leicester,
to go out and meet him." Bro. E. Turney
has unfortunately found it necessary to dis-
continue his monthly visits. This will throw
the brethren more upon their own resources,
which may not be a bad thing in the end.

Writing Dec. 22nd, Brother Wilby an-
nounces the immersion and addition to the
ecclesia of another of his brothers, viz.,
BENJAMIN WILBY, (30), formerly neutral,
whom, says brother Wilby, nothing but the
powerful truth could have drawn from the
world to which he had given his heart.
Happily for him, he did not turn a deaf ear
to the word of truth, but availed himself of
the various opportunities of hearing, and
little by little, it laid hold of him, and at last
brought him to a cheerful obedience, which
was rendered on Tuesday, December 21. On
Saturday (Christmas Day), the brethren and
sisters spent in profitable intercourse, at bro.
F. W. Wilby's house, the time devoted by the
world to the mere festivities of the flesh.

LONDON.—The subjects at Crowndale
Hall for December, were as follow :—

December 5th.—(J. J. Andrew.) "The
devil and and his angels; who are they ? and
what is their destiny," (with special reference
to the meeting of the Ecumenical Council at
Rome, December 8th.)

December 12th.—(S. G.Hayes.) "David's
declaration concerning his child ; ' I shall go
to him, but he shall not return to me.' "—(2
Sam. xii. 23.)

December 19£A.—-(J. J. Andrew.)—" The
Hallelujah Chorus; What does it mean?
Who are to sing it ? and when is it to be
sung?"

December 26th.—(C. J. Watts.) «The
New Heavens, and the New Earth; or the
theory of world-burning a delusion."

Brother Pitt writes that during the months
of October and November, addresses were
delivered by brethren Watts and Leech, in
Broadway, Deptford, with the view of spread-
ing the truth in that locality, which is some
miles distant from Crowndale Hall.

MALDON.—brother D. Handley, writing
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Nov. 23rd, reports a lecturing visit from
brother J. J. Andrew, of London. He says
" He had a very attentive, though not very
large company. There are several enquiring.
The tracts, Twelve Lectures, and other
works, are in the hands of the people.
Mlpis Israel is in the hands of one of our
late mayors. I have had several conversa-
tions with him in which I have not shunned
to tell him plainly that his hope is ground-
less. Some can see that they have been
deceived. We shall continue to sow in
hope." Brother C. Handley, writing
December 13th, encloses copies of two
handbills issued by the brethren. These, he
says, are "stirring up the devil around"
them. The one is an announcement for
Sunday, December 12th, of a lecture by
brother C. J. Watts, of London, in
"Mr. Handley's chapel, High Street, Mal-
don," on "Resurrection an essential pre-
liminary to a future life." "The lecture,
says brother Handley, " was well attended,
and great attention paid. The greater part
of the hearers had been at most or all of the
previous lectures, which looks like a spirit of
enquiry, especially on the part of some, who
have been to our Sunday evening meetings
two or three times. The second handbill
calls attention to the fact—over the signa-
tures of brethren Handley and Lewin—that
a purse of

ONE HUNDRED GUINEAS
has been offered for the production of a
single passage from Scripture, proving "the
natural immortality of the soul."

MUMBLES.—Brother D. Clement, writing
December 17th, reports that the two ad-
vertised lectures, in reply to Mr. Wild—
referred to last month—were, in every
respect, successful. The attendance was
greater than even at any of the Dr.'s lectures
(except one). The number present at each
of the two lectures would be about 800, which
is a large number for a neighbourhood like
Mumbles. I believe, says brother Clement,
that public interest in the matters ventilated
by the Christadelphians is on the increase.
The truth was never—apparently—so well
received among us as at present, for which
we thank God and take courage.

Brother Clement further reports the im-
mersion of JOHN COOK, who formerly
belonged to the Independent section of the
apostasy. His immersion took place in the
sea, about four o'clock on the 5th of Dec, in
the presence of a large muster of spectators.
There are several, he says, who are just
recovering from the intoxicating effects of
the Romish beverage retailed, in one form or
other in all the spiritual wine-shops of
Christendom—the churches and chapels—by
the thriving publicans (clergy of all sorts),
whose traffic has been a profitable affair, but
who are now landed in perilous times, even
times when people begin to detect their

"spiritual imposture, and when it would shortly
be true that " no man buyeth of them mer-
chandise any more." " There are a few,"
says brother Clement, " who have given up
the wine and beer shop, and consequently are
rapidly getting sober, and we shortly hope to
see them drinking of the pure water of life
freely. I have hopes of any man when he
becomes total abstainer from Romish drinks,
but very little hopes when he continues a
moderate drinker. Our experience goes to
prove that when men take a drink now and
then from Rome's cups, they will never
become sufficiently sobered to understand the
truth. Surprise is sometimes expressed by
one and another that our neighbours cannot
see the truth, but when we remember that
all creations are drunk with the wine of the
harlot's fornication, our surprise ceases.
Drunken people are not very capable of
perceiving the truth of any matter."

" During the last month, we have been made
the subjects of imposture. A man giving the
name of Adams, professing to hail from
Perth, Scotland, visited us and received our
hospitality for three days and two nights, on
the representation that he was a brother.
The ecclesia decided to give him £1, but it
was arranged that the money should be paid
through brother Randies, of Swansea, on
whom he was to call on his way to Glasgow
as he represented. Meanwhile, bro. Jlandles
wrote to London, where Adams said he had
been, and found he was a downright impostor,
and of course retained the money. The
affair has caused a great deal of uneasiness.
We wish now publicly to state that for the
future, we shall not receive any stranger as*u
brother unless he is able to produce satis-
factory credentials."

NOTTINGHAM.—Brother Phelps, writing
Dec. 19th, says:—"During the montb, we
have had two additions to the ecclesia; one
being LOUISA TURNEY, the wife of brother
Isaac Turney, jun., who has been a member
of the Campbellite body for several years, and
much respected. The other is MARY ANN
BOOT, daughter of bro. Boot, formerly
General Baptist. This is the first of bro.
Boot's family who has embraced the truth.
It is to him a source of great joy. We also
joy with him, and hope that it may not be
the last of his family who will lay hold of
the covenants of promise and so be made
partakers of the inheritance."

SCARBOROUGH.—Brother C. Walker re-
ports the obedience of GEORGE SANDERSON
(24), blast furnaceman, formerly Primitive
Methodist. He was immersed November
21st. He became interested in the truth
through the lectures delivered by the Editor
in Scarborough, in the beginning of the
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year, and was brought to a decision by the
lectures of Dr. Thomas.

UNITED STATES.

BALTIMORE.—In a communication to
Dr. Thomas, brother A. Packie, of Balti-
more says " We have immersed seven since
you were here last; but, better than this,
the body is increasing in knowledge, and
living in peace and harmony. I do not
mean that peace which is at the sacrifice of
the truth, for we are " earnestly contending
for the faith once delivered to the saints."
Tell brother Roberts, for me, that there are
some people dwelling in the western hemi-
sphere who are neither Americans nor Eng-
lish, but who claim a birth in Zion."

BRISTOL, (Wis.)—Brother Bingley wri-
ting November 6th, records the death of
sister Benedict, at the advanced age of 82.
She fell asleep in " the confidence and re-
joicing of the hope," on June 28. On the
occasion of her interment, her son, brother
Dr. Benedict, secured the use of the Metho-
dist chapel, and brother Bingley thereby
had a favourable opportunity of presenting
the hope of Israel to an audience of about
200 persons. Some minds were aroused on
that occasion, and to. follow up the good
work, brother Benedict engaged the Agricul-
tural Hall, in October, for a course of four
further lectures. The subjects were as
follow :

FOUR LECTURES ON PROPHECY.

Illustrated by a large coloured chart (chart
No. I l l ) about a foot larger each way than
that used by the Dr.

Sunday, October 3rd.—" The Gospel of
the Kingdom, a great prophecy."

Wednesday, October 6th.—Nebuchadnez-
zar's image explained."

Friday, October 8th.—"Daniel's visions
interpreted."

Sunday, October 10th.—'< The first and
second coming of Christ, as predicted in the
Scriptures of truth."

Brother Bingley adds that the lectures
were well attended (especially the last), and
the audience very attentive. The local
te divine " endeavoured to prevent the people
from attending, but without success. Brother
and sister Benedict are helping such as
are disposed to look further into the matter.
The brethren, at present, only number five.

CHICAGO (111.)—Brother W. A. Harris,
writing December 6th, says " Since "my last
letter to you, we have had three additions, in
the persons of J. A. REESE, formerly Meth-
odist ; and A. J. DAVIS, who belonged to the
Wilson party, or, as you call them, American
Dowieites. These were immersed June 24th,
in Lake Michigan, after an intelligent con-
fession of their faith, and affectionate desire
to render obedience. On June 28th, we im-
mersed R. H. TIMKE, of German nationality,

who thus becomes adopted into the divine
family, by obeying the commands of the
Lord Jesus, and doing the will of the Father.
—(Matt. xii. 50.) His former profession was
Lutheran. The brethren here are much
cheered by these new accessions, resulting
from individual perseverance and energy.
We have the prospect of two more joining us
soon, so you see that though the soil is barren,
yet occasionally the seed of the kingdom finds
good ground; that is to say, good enough for
it to germinate, but whether deep enough to
result in bringing forth much fruit, remains
to be seen. We have had the pleasure of a
visit from brother J. K. Speer, of Yatton,
Iowa, who formerly resided in Sweetwater,
111., where he was pastor of a Campbellite
church; but investigating with some of his
flock the Scriptures, according to Alexander
Campbell's unpractised motto (Prove all
things ; hold fast that which is good)—he
found Cambellism to be anything but the
truth. What the truth was, he found by-
discovering and studying a book called Elpis
Israel, and some others, written by the same
author."

WATERLOO (Iowa.)—Brother Geo. Moyer,
writing to brother W. A. Harris, says "There
are eight of us here, out and out for the truth.
We hold no fellowship with those half-hearted
persons, who are always learning but never
come to a knowledge of the truth. There are
others who are learning, and even now are
with us, save in obedience. There are also a
very few who are known to us as mortal
resurrection opposers, speaking evil of things
they understand not. We treat all such
kindly, but tell them plainly how they err,
not knowing the Scriptures."

ELMIRA (N.Y.)—Brother A. Hall, writing
Dec. 7th, encloses a few lines from a relative
as " a n evidence of the power of the truth."
The relative in question "was bitterly
opposed to the truth and its adherents." " I
have known him," says brother Hall, "pitch
Elpis Israel out of doors." The lines,
which are addressed to the Editor, are as
follow:

" Dear Sir.—Pardon this intrusion on your
notice. I deem it a duty to express to you
the inexpressible benefit I have received from
a stμdy of the Lectures. I had previously
seen publications pertaining to the one faith,
but they had failed in my case to show me
the truth, with a love for it. By means of
the Lectures, I have been enabled to prosecute
the study of others, the worth of which I did
not before realise. It is my earnest purpose
to follow the great Master's commands, and
seek to obey Him in all things."

Yours with sincere respect, PETER WYLLIE.
PHILADELPHIA (Pa.)—Brother W. Ennis,

j whose ''connection is at present with the
! ecclesia in West Philadelphia," of whem the

chairman is William Campbell, mentioned
in connection with the anonymous communi-
cation from Philadelphia, published in the
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November Christadelphian, and who is des-
cribed as " a brother enjoying the love and
confidence of all with whom he associates
in the fellowship of the mystery of the
gospel") writes on the 22nd of November,
to report—among other things—the addition
of three to " the number of the names of the
disciples" in that city. Names are not
given.

ROCHESTER, (N. Y.)—Brother 0. Morse
writing Dec. 7th, says, " There is in this
place an ecclesia of the living God, who have
come out of the Gentile darkness that covers
the earth, and have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, being separated
from Hibronism, Dowieism, and all other
" isms " which lead from the truth. We are
in full sympathy with true Christadelphians,
wherever found. We number at the
present time some forty members, about
naif of whom live in the surrounding
country, at a distance varying from 27 to 60
miles. "We meet once a year, when we
rejoice together in view of the great salva-
tion ; and those in the city meet every first
day, to celebrate the supper, and edify one
another, living in peace and love. Our aged
and beloved brother, James McMillan is as a
father to us, and very intelligent in the Scrip-
tures. We are glad to hear of our beloved
brother Birkenhead's success, in Sale, near
Manchester, in bringing his relatives to the
truth, for which he left us and returned to
his native land, a few years ago."

SARATOGA SPRINGS.—Brother George
Walker, writing December 5 th, announces
the obedience of Dr. Τ ODD (51), formerly
neutral, and his wife, Mrs. TODD, formerly
Baptist. The incident, he says, "is very
refreshing in this barren land." They were
immersed by himself, on the 21st of Novem-
ber, in Lake Loughborough. Brother
Walker says it is nineteen years since he

left Edinburgh, Scotland, with his wife and
five children, and two of his wife's sisters.
They heard the Dr. in Edinburgh before
starting, and on arriving at New York, one
of the sisters again heard him, and,
with her brother, became obedient to
the faith. Brother Walker and his family
moved up the country, and his sister-in-law
sent him Elpis Israel and the Herald, by the
reading of which he was brought to a know-
ledge of the truth. He was immersed, he
says, in the presence of the Doctor and a
number of the brethren. On coming out of
the water, the Dr. said to him " You have
made a good start." " This sounded strange
to me," he says, "having been zealous and
devout from my youth. I had been a deacon
in Kennedy Church, Leith (Scotland), and
afterwards, for a number of years, a Plymouth
brother, and only starting! But it was the
truth." He proceeds to say that he and his
wife stood alone in Elmira for eight years,
and then four years ago, came to Saratoga
Springs, where he was sought out by brother
and sister Smith, with whom, in his own
house, he and sister Walker broke bread for
about two years. They have tried to make
the truth known, but few have believed their
report. The obedience of Dr. Todd and his
wife is an encouragement to the little com-
pany.

SPRINGFIELD (Ohio).—In a communica-
tion, dated at the close of Nov., brother W.
H. Reeve, says "This ecclesia has had
several additions, and is in an active and
healthy state. The winter course of lectures
so far has been well attended. Last night
our hall was uncomfortably full, and good
attention paid." He mentions that he is
contemplating a visiting tour among the
ecclesias of the United States (east), Canada,
and probably England.

THE REVEALED MYSTERY,

A well got-up Pamphlet of Thirty-two pages, price 2d.; by Post, 3d.

BY DR. THOMAS.

This is a very useful tract for those who are looking into the truth, and therefore useful to
those who seek to lead people into the path of enquiry. It consists of three parts :

1.—A series of forty-eight propositions, definitive of the truth, accompanied by references,
at the foot of each proposition, to those parts of the word which prove the statements made.

2.—A lucid discourse on the subject of eternal life, and delivered by the author about
thirty-five years ago.

3.—A brief analysis of the doctrine of the Kingdom of God, set forth in the Scriptures,
supported by references to " the testimony of Moses and the prophets" and "the testimony
of Jesus and the apostles."

The pamphlet concludes with a comparative synopsis of the one faith taught by the
apostles—1st, As believed by the Christadelphians; and 2nd, As perverted by the apostacy.

WILLIAM H. DAVIS, PRINTER, 8, NEEDLESS ALLEY, BIRMINGHAM.
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He (Jesus) that sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one fFather J ;
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN."—(Heb. ii. 11.)

" For the earnest expectation of the creature waitethfor the manifestation of THE
SONS or GOD."—(Rom. viii. 19.)

No. 68. FEBRUARY, 1870. Vol. VII,

IMMOETALITT, HEAVEN AND HELL ;

THE UNSCRIPTURAL CHARACTER AND HEATHEN ORIGIN OF POPULAR DOGMAS

DEMONSTRATED; AND THE TRUTH CONCERNING THESE THINGS EXHIBITED.

BY DR. THOMAS.

SECTION I,
A good rule, because adopted by the Few, no argument against it—the " Great

Wise, and Good" of no authority in spiritual things—" the Voice of the People "
not the " Voice of God "—the Things of the Spirit not revealed in the words of
Man's wisdom—Some of these specified— Words of the Spirit defined by the Spirit-—
Paul's doctrine the antithesis of the Athenian philosophy;

IT is a principle very generally adopted by a certain class of interpreters,
that if a word or phrase be not used in Scripture, the idea or thing of
which it is the representative, forms no part of divine revelation.
Thus, they contend, that because the terms and phrases " Trinity,"
" Triune God," " Eternal Son," " infant baptism," " infant regeneration,"
" Elect Infants," etc., are nowhere used in the writings of the prophets
and apostles, the things implied by them are untaught by the Spirit of
God. Elect, regeneration, baptism, Son, God, and Eternal occur in
numerous places ; this is admitted : but " Triune " and " Trinity " are
never used in conjunction with the word " God," nor indeed are they to
be found separate or conjoined with any other words in the Holy Oracles ;
therefore, say they, the Spirit of God does not teach the dogmas conveyed
in these phrases, and which are so strenuously contended for by the
"great and good men" of the several Christian sects, as a part of that
orthodoxy, or system of right opinions, without which a man cannot be
saved.
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This class of interpreters consists of few persons; yet, though
infinitely outnumbered by those that differ from them, they claim that
they alone are right, and that their principle of interpretation is faultless.
This is certainly high ground, yet it is consistent. Did we not believe
in it, we would certainly not object to the correctness of the principle,
because of the paucity of its adherents. We differ from them, however,
not because the principle is unsound, but because of their partial
application of it. If the principle be a good one, then it is good to apply
it in all cases. But judging from their practice, they consider the
universal application of the principle as impolitic. It is deemed inex-
pedient because, as it would seem, the application of it to some of their
own theories would prove them fallacious. But, " honesty is the best
policy," and it is expedient to apply a good principle of interpretation to
the resolution of all words and phrases wherever they may occur in
God's book, although such an application uproots every theory implanted
in our minds by the sectarian guardians and tutors of our early years.
It is true, we are but few who dissent from the partial, disingenuous and
timid policy of these interpreters ; but, few though we may be, let them
not consider that our position is untenable on that account; let them
not look upon their own things, but upon the things of others ; for if we
be few as compared with them, they should remember, that our relative
minority is not so great as theirs, when regarded in reference to the
multitude of their opponents—for

•'Numbers are no mark, that you will right be found;
A few were saved in the Ark, for many millions drown'd."

" The law and the testimony," and not numbers and the authority of
names reputed " great and good," are the marks by which alone it can
be determined under the ascendancy of " the Man of Sin," whether the
light of truth illuminate our understandings, or they be darkened by the
thick clouds which are suspended portentously over " the Great City,"
by the wine of whose spiritual abominations the inhabitants of the earth
have become inebriated.

If we ought not to be contemned by these interpreters because we are
few, neither ought they to treat us contumeliously because we dissent
from the theories of persons whom they may regard as wise, great and
good. A man may be wise ; and of understanding in the wisdom of the
princes or chief men of this and past ages of the world, but this is
wisdom and understanding which is under sentence of destruction and
annihilation, for it is written, " I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent." It is also
written, " He taketh the wise in their own craftiness ; And again, " The
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain." And again,
" Great men are not always wise " and " good " as they may be, they are
nevertheless fallible ; for even an apostle saith, " In many things we all
offend/' It behoves us, therefore, not to " glory in man; " for to those
who are in Christ, and who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit,
it is written, " all are yours; whether Paul, Apollos, or Cephas, or the
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world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come, all are
yours ; and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's."—(1 Cor. iii. 21.)

From these premisses, we confess we can discover no reason why we
should receive more readily the interpretations of the " great and good "
of this generation, than those of the same class in the apostolic age.
They are equally frail, equally liable to err, and the multitude which
confers upon its leaders the attributes of wisdom, greatness, and good-
ness is as little competent to judge of true wisdom, greatness and virtue,
as were the " blind" of former ages, who were led by the "wise and
prudent" just as they happened to be led. The popular voice proclaims
them " great, wise, and good," who minister most successfully to their
prejudices and passions, which are in harmony with that " strong
delusion " which God has sent upon them " that they should believe a
lie; " because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved."—(2 Thess. ii. 11.) Some " great men " think that " the voice of
the people is the voice of God ; " then of course it is the voice of God
which declares them wise, good and great. This is doubtless very
flattering to their vanity, but we cannot admit such an assumption.
The " voice of the people " declared Herod's voice to be the voice of a
God; but the angel of the Lord smote him. Herod accepted the
flattery, but he soon became convinced that God spoke not through the
inconstant multitude. No, my readers, the voice of the people is the
enunciation of that fell delusion which beclouds their minds, and which
as a covering is cast over them, and will continue to obscure and pervert
their vision until the Lord of Hosts shall come and take it away. As it
is written: " He will destroy in this mountain (Zion) the face of the
covering cast over all people, and the veil that is spread over all nations."

Were we sceptical, we would by no means object to the principle of
interpretation in question, because it was at variance with the decisions
of the great, wise, and good, of the popular party, nor would we condemn
the few interpreters who maintain it on that account. We remember
that " great men are not always wise," and that though few, they may be
right. Now all that we ask is, that they will treat us with equal candour.
We admit their principle and contend for its application in all cases.
This universality of application is objected to practically by men, whom
it is their pleasure to style " great, good, and wise; " but must we yield
to this objection, because the ground we take is repudiated by them?
Can these few interpretors consistently repudiate us as " heretical and
factious " because we try conclusions with their " great, good and wise
men? "By the same justification with which they justify themselves
against the condemnation of their " great, good and wise " opponents,
do we claim exemption from their proscription. We hope then, that
they will bear with us, and mete out to us such measure, not indeed
such as they have received, but as they contend they have a right to
expect, from their " great and good" opponents. And we would urge
them the more to do this, as we agree with them in the principle, and do
but invite them to apply it to practice in all cases. We invite them to
practise what they teach ; for if their principles be true, the universal



3 6 IMMORTALITY, HEAVEN, AND HELL.

application of them will do no harm to the truth.
Now, without controversy, we believe that " the things of the Spirit of

God," are brought to light, or revealed, in such words and phrases only
as in His wisdom He judges to be best adapted to convey them, and that
He deliberately selects His words, and resolves them into such phrases and
sentences as harmonize with the eternal and universal principles or
laws of His dominion over things physical and moral. This constitutes
the grand characteristic of spiritual language as contradistinguished
from the words, phrases, and sentences, constructed by " the Wisdom of
Man," in harmony with the hypotheses of his " foolishness," and
ignorance of " the things of God." Hence the theological dialect of the
Oriental and Occidental schools is a compound of foolish words and
phrases, which make a foolish language, the product of confusion,
mythology, and perversion of the truth. Such were the words of " the
wisdom of the (archontes) leaders of the age " contemporarily with the
apostles, in which the Rabbis of Israel and the philosophers of the
Gentiles expressed their theological conjectures. Their speech, or
phraseology, was fit only to express the conceptions of the carnal mind
in relation to spiritual things, and for illustration by fictitious comparison,
such as fables, parables, or similitudes. It was necessary to reconstruct
" the words which man's wisdom teaches/' and to cast them into the
mould of the Holy Spirit's wisdom, before they could give a faithful
representation of " the things of God."

" The things of the Spirit of God," before they were made known in
the first century of the Christian Kra, are styled sophian Theou en musteereo
teen apokekrummeneen, i. e , the wisdom of God concealed in secret. Con-
cerning this hidden wisdom, Paul says, oudeis toon achontoon tou aioonos
toutou egnooken i. e. none of the chief men of this age had knowledge of.
These were " the secret things which belong to God;" but since they
have been made known by the Spirit to the apostles, they have become
" the things revealed, which belong to us and our children for ever, that we
may do all the things of His law"—(Deut. xxix. 29). Now let the reader
mark this well, that the Rabbis of Israel and the philosophers of the
Gentiles, who were the Archons, or princes, chief men, or leaders, of the
time co-existent with the law of Moses and the apostles,—were entirely
ignorant of "the things of the Spirit of God" As it is written by Isaiah,
and quoted by Paul in a modified form ; " since the beginning of the
world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath eye seen,
Ο God, beside Thee, the things which He hath prepared for him that
waiteth for him.—(Isaiah lxiv. 4.) " But" adds the apostle, " He hath
revealed them unto us by His Spirit; " hence they are styled " the things
of the Spirit of God." And here we would enquire, what are the things
which Jehovah hath prepared for him that waiteth for Him ? Paul
refers to them when he says, " do ye not know that the saints shall
judge the world? Know ye not ye shall judge angels?" " We are
temperate in all things that we may obtain an incorruptible crown."

The dead body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption ; it is
sown in dishonour, and raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, and
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raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a Spiritual body."
As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image
of the " Heavenly Adam." The dead (in Ghrist) shall be raised incor-
ruptible and we (the living who remain at Messiah's Advent) shall be
changed." This mortal (body) must PUT ON IMMORTALITY, '· That
you may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in the Saints." " We look for the Saviour from
heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body that it
may be fashioned like to his glorious body." " Giving thanks to the
Father who has made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the
saints in the light." Jesus Christ hath abolished death, and hath brought
life and [aptharsian] incorruptibility to light through the gospel."
" God will render to every man according to his deeds: eternal life, to
them who by patient continuance in well doing, seek for glory, and
honour, and (aptharsian) incorruptibility." These are some of the
things of the Spirit—things relating to the destiny of the righteous ; to
incorruptibility, life, glory, honour, power, a spiritual body, the immor-
tality of the mortal body, the glorious dwelling place of the saints,
&c.: things of which the chief men of that age had no conception.
They had, indeed, speculated abundantly, wisely, and learnedly on
heaven, hades, souls, gods, immortality, ghost , and demons, but their
" wisdom was foolishness with God," who by his jevelation, " made
foolish the wisdom of this world," and thus made a show of it openly
that the thoughts of the wise are vain. As we have said, God did not
make these things known in the foolish phrases of the wisdom of the
wise men of the age. No ; we find no such phrases in His revelation, as
the immortality of the soul, the intermediate state of the dead, the
transmigration of souls, particle of divine essence, disembodied spirits,
going to heaven on angels' wings at death, etc.; and the reason is,
because these phrases of human invention do not express the truth
concerning the living and the dead. Hence, the apostle says of the
things of the spirit, " which things we speak, not in the words which
man's wisdom teacheth, but" in words " which the Holy Spirit teacheth
(sugkrinontes) interpreting spiritual (things) by spiritual (words.")—
(1 Cor. iii. 13.)

The rule, then, is a good one, that if the theological phrases of the
schools be not used by the Spirit in teaching the truth, the things which
men design to express by them, constitute no part of the revealed wisdom
of God^

Among the scholastic phrases we recited, are " the immortality of the
soul," and " the immortal soul." As we have said, these phrases are
such as " man's wisdom teacheth/' and although of great currency in
that age, even as they are in this, and highly esteemed, yet they were
repudiated by the Holy Spirit as inexpressive of the truth; and a
different collocation of words adopted by which to make known the new
doctrine of" life and immortality." We do not deny that the Spirit
speaks of " souls," but we say that he uses not the word " soul" in the
pagan, papal, or protestant sense of " immortal soul/' for if he did, he
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would certainly have adopted the phrase. This is obvious from the use
of the word in James v. 20, " He that converteth a sinner from the error
of his way, shall save a soul from death ; r—does this mean, save an
immortal soul from death ? Can a deathless soul die ? Again in Ezek.
xviii. 4, " The soul that sinneth it shall die ; " Is it an immortal soul
that shall die ? And again, of Messiah it is said in Isaiah liii. 10,
" Thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin;" and in verse 12th,
" he hath poured out his soul unto death;" Was it an immortal soul
poured out unto death, or was it not Messiah's blood, in which was the
life of his flesh, that became a sin offering ? From these few passages it
is clear that the word " soul " is not used by the Spirit in the sense of
an " immortal soul," as the chief men of the age suppose.

The truth is, that the word " soul" is used in the Scriptures in a
great variety of senses ; in other words, we cannot say that soul means
blood or life, and that it is to be thus interpreted wherever it occurs.
Its textual signification depends on the context. This will give the true, or
spiritual sense ; not of soul only but of all other words taught by the
wisdom of the Holy Spirit, for the Spirit interprets his own terms.

" But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God,
for they are foolishness to him." He styles them " untaught questions
and speculation," because they are at variance with the wisdom of the
leaders of the age, in the jargon of which, as delivered from the
theological chairs of schools and colleges he has been indoctrinated·
They are, indeed, " untaught " in his " vain philosophy," and unfortu-
nately, " he cannot have a knowledge of them, because they are spiritually
discerned ; " that is, these things of the Spirit can only be examined by
the light thrown upon them, not by the fleshly wise, but by the Spirit
in the prophetic and apostolic writings. This light the natural man
excludes from his understanding by a perverse adhesion to the traditions
of" the disputers of this world," who have elaborated speculations on
soul and spirit and heaven without regard to, and subversive of the
teaching of the Spirit. Having hewn out to themselves broken cisterns
which will hold no water of life ; having invented many crude theories,
they labour to conform the doctrine of Jesus to their ideal flights, but
the truth will not harmonize with fiction; hence, they denounce it as
" foolishness," and its advocates as " pestilent and mad/' The natural
man loves darkness rather than light. For this reason the pilosophers
of Athens mocked the apostle of Jesus Christ. He made known to them
a " new doctrine " of " life and incorruptibility." They taught that all
men had immortality; but he declared that " God only hath immor-
tality ; " they, that the divine soul in man was immortal; he that the
dead body should PUT ON immortatity ; they declared that death dissolved
the union between the immortal soul and the mortal body, never to be
restored, and at that crisis the soul sped its way to the region of ever-
lasting light; he announced that the dead should be raised to life eternal
at the appearing of the Judge of the living and the dead. "And when
they heard of the resurrection of the dead, they mocked him." If their
theory were true, the resurrection of the dead was an absurdity, for if
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when the immortal soul " bursts the cerements of its prison house " it is
translated to the region of everlasting light, the resurrection of the dead
body to life would be of one making two persons, one in heaven, the
other upon earth ; besides, if the immortal soul be the man upon their
hypothesis, he went to God at death, which was all that could be
desired. Assuming that theirs was the true wisdom, they rejected " the
things of the Spirit of God " with contempt; and " professing to be wise
men they became fools,' and by their folly, missed the prize of incorrupt-
ibility by a resurrection from the dead.

Unless they will condescend to receive the wisdom which is from above,
this will be the unhappy lot of the chief men of this generation. They
have imbibed from their nurses and tutors (before they could discern
between truth and error) the crude speculations of the natural man of
the pre-apostolic age. These theories have become a part of themselves,
and as adorable as immortal self. Being thus thoroughly imbued with
" the wisdom of the wise and the understanding of the prudent," when
they read the word of life, they can discern nothing in the words " soul,"
" spirit," " heaven," " immortality," etc., but the things which "man's
wisdom teacheth." But God's thoughts are not as theirs, neither is he
bound by their decrees. " His doctrine drops as the rain, and his
speech distils as the dew ; " they are peculiar to himself, wise, consistent,
and true, and reveal things of which all antiquity is previously silent.
Pained at the absurdities palmed upon the world for truth, we aim to
disentangle " the things of the Spirit of God" from the meshes, of the
vain philosophy of the Schools ; and though we cannot flatter ourselves
that multitudes will be emancipated from the thrall of learned ignorance
and folly, yet we do hope that we may be able to open the eyes of some,
that they may see out of obscurity, and spiritually discern wondrous
things out of God's law. But should success not attend our well meant
endeavours, we shall yet have the satisfaction to be derived from the
conscientious discharge of our obligations to God, our neighbours, and
the truth.

(To be continued.)

A JEWISH SETTLEMENT IN CHINA.

The Jewish Chronicle gives the following account of a curious
discovery made during the late war with China, by a Jewish officer in
the English navy;—

At the breaking out of the English war with China, he received his
commission as lieutenant, and went to the seat of war, and served under
Commander Hollins. Our friend was assigned the command of a small
vessel carrying three guns, for the purpose of penetrating the rivers and
streams of the interior, and preventing any hostile assemblages. He
seldom advanced farther than five or six miles from the principal
rendezvous; but on one occasion, tired of cruising about in the same
place so often, and meeting no opposition, he proceeded ten miles up the
river, and still found no hindrance. He sailed until he had advanced
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about thirty miles into the interior of the country: passing several cities
and villages, but seeing no fortifications, and not being molested in any
way, he was about to retrace his steps, when, looking ahead, he thought
that there appeared something in the distance resembling a fortification.
He determined to ascertain the nature of the place, and headed the ship
to it When he approached, he was surprised by seeing multitudes of
Chinese junks, and other small boats approaching the vessel. The deck
was then cleared for action in case of a fight. As the enemy approached
nearer to the ship, they let fly a cloud of weapons and stones, which,
however, did no injury. The lieutenant, thinking to scatter them, had
one of his guns loaded with grapeshot, and poured it into them where the
crowd appeared thickest. It must have done considerable execution, for
they raised a yell They attempted to climb up the sides, but were met
on every side by the sailors. Now the fight began in real earnest. With
all their guns employed, it was as much as the Britishers could do to
keep the natives from gaining a footing on board of the vessel. The
Chinese fought desperately. Their leader—a tall, majestic-looking man,
wielding a long straight sword—by his presence seemed to inspire them
with increased bravery. Seeing this, an attempt was made to capture
him. He had effected a footing on board for himself and followers—
more were swarming up. A shot through the bottom of his canoe
cut off his retreat; there was no hope for him but fighting till
more came to his relief. After a brief struggle, the capture of the chief
is effected, and all the belligerents cease fighting. The British vessel
then attempted to make its way out of the river; but the natives as
soon as they perceived this, raised such a yell as we never heard before,
and the chief, extending his hands, addressed his captor in a language
which did not resemble the Chinese in any respect. The lieutenant
was astounded at recognising the familiar tone of the Hebrew language.
Thanks to his parents, in his youth he had received a good Hebrew
education, and was able to carry on a conversation in the Hebrew
language with the chief, who told him if he would give him up, he would
promise that they would not be molested, but permitted a free egress,
and also, if he desired, he would show him the city. The officer accepted
the proposition, and accompanied by him as a safeguard, and also a body
of men from the ship, they visited the town. It was an immense city,
surrounded on all sides by walls and fortifications, and contained over
one million of inhabitants, all Jews. In no other part of the Chinese
empire are there any Jews. Here they are allowed every privilege. They
can carry their produce to other cities and trade with them, but are not
allowed to emigrate. They have their own laws, and their chief officer
is a Jewish Rabbi, who, with twenty others, enacts laws, decides disputes,
and deals out justice to the inhabitants of the city. In this tribunal is
vested the power of life and death, and from their decision there is no
appeal. They keep a standing army of the young men of the place, in
order to protect the city. Their laws command the observance of the
Jewish religion ; but their rites and ceremonies differ from ours in many
respects. They observe the Sabbath on what is to us Thursday, but
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still they call it the seventh day. The synagogues are the most beautiful
buildings that are to be seen in the empire. They are all built in one
style, which resembles a mixture of the Gothic and Corinthian, and are
ornamented by beautiful pagodas. Each synagogue is capable of holding
over 2,000 worshippers, and generally consists of a large hall, with an
arched roof, all of stained glass, which presents a beautiful appearance.
The roof is supported by pillars of variegated marble, ornamented by fine
porcelain cornices. The holy ark is a beautiful structure in itself, and
is approached by nine steps of the whitest marble. On opening the
doors, and drawing the curtain, the whole building is flooded by the
light which issues forth. In every available spot inside the ark, candles
are placed, which are kept burning continually, but still are not seen.
The effect, as may be imagined, is beautiful. In each house of worship
are three " saphorim," which are written on pure white vellum. These
are handled with the greatest care, and only by the priest himself.
Women are not allowed to enter the synagogues, except on holidays
and days of festivity. In the aggregate, their rules are in strict accord-
ance with our religion, and are sensible in themselves. The military
leader who had been taken prisoner, together with the priests, spared no
pains to make themselves understood, explaining everything which they
thought would prove interesting. The party spent about six hours in
examining the place, and then returned to the ship, laden with presents,
which to them were curiosities. The officer has still in his possession
several cabinets, not over four feet square, each of which contains over
300 drawers and secret places. The most interesting curiosity which he
received was a Prayer Book written in Chaldaic, on vellum, which he
presented to the British Museum. Several little articles yet remain in
his possession, which are highly treasured by him. Thus a community
of Israelites exists in Oriental China never heard of before, yet consisting
of over 1,000,000 souls, speaking the original sacred tongue, keeping
their own laws, and possessing documents which record their history
thousands of years ago.

SUNDAY M0KNING AT THE CJHRISTADELPHIAN SYNAGOGUE,

BIRMINGHAM, No. 17.

From Shorthand Notes by Irother J. BUTLER, {revised.)

EPISTLE TO PHILEMON.—In this brief epistle, there is a matter twice
referred to, which deserves our most serious consideration. The first time
it is mentioned is in the fourth verse : " 1 thank my God, making mention
of thee always in my prayers ;" and again, in the 22nd verse:" I trust
that through your prayers, I shall be given unto you." You will
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recolleet that, on one occasion, the disciples asked Jesus to teach them
how to pray, as if they felt their incapacity or ignorance of how to
approach God. Jesus, in answer to their request, said " When ye pray,
use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do, for they think they shall
be heard for their much speaking; but when ye pray, say after this
manner; " and he gave them the brief form of prayer which is called
" The Lord's Prayer." The first feature, then, of acceptable prayer is
brevity. Prolixity of petition is the very opposite of real prayer; for
what is prayer ? It is the request of limited intelligence to infinite
intelligence,—the address of a feeble creature to One who does not require to
be talked aloud to in order to hear, and who does not require to be
importuned with many words in order to be moved. The gods of the
heathen were represented in an opposite light. Their worshippers were
told that the longest and most energetic devotions were likely to be most
effectual. The difference between the two kinds of worship were never
more signally illustrated than in the case of Elijah and the false prophet,
on Mount Carmel. There had been three years and a-half of famines
because the nation had apostatized from the God of Abraham, and had
gone aside after the gods of the Canaanites. At the end of three
years and a-half, Elijah sought to bring the nation to its senses upon
the question. Meeting Ahab, Ahab said "Art thou he that troublest
Israel?" and Elijah replied " N o ; it is thou who art the trouble of
Israel, in having turned the nation after idols." The result of the
interview was that Ahab undertook to gather the representatives of the
nation together to Mount Carmel with the false prophets, and to submit
the matter in controversy to a public test. The god that should answer by
fire was to be recognised as the Lord of Israel. In due time, the false
prophets and Elijah met; and Elijah gave the false prophets the first
chance. He set them to work at once to call upon Baal; and they were
very earnest in their entreaties, and, without doubt, sincere. They
evidently thought Eaal a reality, and so they cried aloud and shouted ; and
as the time went on and no answer came, they began to get excited and
frantic in their exertions; they cut themselves with knives and jumped
upon the altars, and Elijah taunted them. He ironically told them to
pray on and pray louder; perhaps their god was asleep, or on a journey, or
was hard of hearing. After they had exerted themselves in vain all day
long, Elijah said "Come near." They came near, and, at his command,
they dug a trench round his altar, and poured water over it three times, till
the trench was filled, and the whole place in a swim.. This done, he
simply knelt down and said " Lord God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of
Israel; let it be known, this day, that thou art God in Israel, and that I am
thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. Hear me,
Ο Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God,
and that thou hast turned their heart back again." Then the fire of the
Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones,
and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. The people
eeeing this, fell on their faces, and exclaimed "Yahweh, he is the
Elohim ! Yahweh, he is the Elohim ! ! " Elijah then gave commandment to
take the false prophets, and let not one of them escape; and he received them
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from the hands of the people—the whole
of the 400—and slew them,—murdered
them, as some people would say; but
killing is not murder when God commands.
There will be murder of this sort, on a
large scale, when Elijah comes again; for
Elijah will again appear, as saith the
prophet: "Behold, I will send you Elijah
the prophet, before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of tbe Lord."—
(Mai. iv. 5.) This prophecy was partly
fulfilled in John the Baptist; for you will
recollect that when the disciples said to
Jesus, " Why say the Scribes, Elias must
first come," he said to them, " Elias hath
already come, and they have done to him
whatsoever they listed." But though John
the Baptist came in the spirit and power of
Elijah," (Luke i. 17), the fact does not
displace the coming of the real Elijah of
Ahab's day, for Jesus said again, " Verily,
Elias truly shall first come and restore
all things." Putting the two statements
together,—Elijah has come, and Elijah
truly shall first come—we gather that
John the Baptist was in relation to the
first advent, what Elias will be in relation
to the second. Elijah did not die; being
a man of God in a thorough sense, God
did not allow him to see death, but with-
drew him from the scene whilst in the act
of bringing Israel (that is, the ten tribes)
back to God. Very shortly afterwards, the
ten tribes were carried away beyond the
river Euphrates, and there they have re-
mained to this day in a completely
disorganized state. But Elijah will return
and resume his work, and restore the lost
tribes to the land and the wisdom of their
fathers.

Elijah's prayer shews that we have no
need to pray long. Realise this fact, that
God's mind is far more susceptible than
ours, and that he is more willing to give
good things than we are to ask them, and
then we realise how in a few words we may
pray effectually. This effectualness of pray-
er will not consist in the tone in which
our words may be uttered. What an
abomination to read in the newspapers of
So-and-so " intoning the prayers! " A
pious tone is one of the absurd and
nauseous features of the system that hap-
pens to be in vogue in the days in which
we live. A man of true godliness—a man
who has got his religion from the Bible,
and not from the pulpit, is just as sensible
in his dealings with divine things as with
human things. He is no brother to the
man who puts on a pious face when
religion comes on the board, and begins to

talk in a "religious" accent. True reli-
gion has nothing to do with cant. A
religious tone and manner is the dress of
hypocrisy or superstition. It is true that
a person under the influence of religious
feeling will show it. The organ of venera-
tion excited in the mesmeric state will
throw the subject on his knees, fix his
face in a sublime expression, raise his
hands in an attitude of entreaty, and im-
part to the very tones of his voice a subdued
expression which is very different from his
ordinary utterance. This is the language
of that faculty in our nature, which, en-
lightened by the truth, gives power of
approach to God, but it has no affinity with
the abominable cant and pietism of the
hypocrite.

Let us be short in our prayers; there
should be no prolixity; brevity and intensity
should be their characteristics. It is no
prayer at all if you merely say words.
Prayer is a concentration of the mind
upon the Deity in adoration, gratitude, or
entreaty. This cannot be attained without
words, "but you may use words without the
act of true devotion; neither can it be
attained without understanding. ^ Under-
standing is the basis of our relations with
men; much more is it so with God. We
must become enlightened with regard to
the fact that he is, and that he is every-
where present—that no distance is any
barrier to the divine ear. Wherever we
pray, we ought to feel that God is there;
because we know that " He is not far from
everyone of us," (Acts xvii. 27), but besets
us before and behind."—(Psalm cxxxix.5.)
If a man fail to realise this, he fails in the
first qualification of acceptable and profit-
able prayer. God is a spirit (Jno. iy. 24),
and fills heaven and earth.—(Jer. xxiii. 24,)
Although he is personally in light that no
man can approach, (1 Tim. vi. 16), His
mind is so unlimited in grasp, that it
matters not that ten thousand persons pray
to Him at the same time; he can notice all.
You cannot get away from His presence.
To communicate with Him, you have only
to turn your thoughts to Him. Realise
that you are speaking to God, and that He
hears, and you will then, if you are right-
eous, pray tbe effectual, fervent prayer that
availeth much. As to the subject of
prayer, about which some people are at a
loss sometimes. Jesus has told us all we
need care to know, in the model prayer
given to his disciples. You will find that it
contains everything about which we may or
can pray. It is addressed to " Our Father,
who art in heaven." That address does
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not occur again in the prayer; there is no
need of repeating the name of God as the
modern heathen do. Such repetition
indicates that the person praying is stand-
ing afar off, and feels a difficulty in
securing God's attention. Jesus fixes our
attention on the fact of the Father being
in heaven as the basis of all prayer; there-
fore let us grasp this to begin with, that
though He is everywhere present, the
centre of His presence and power is away
from the earth in the starry vastitode
around us. Thither our minds should rise
in prayer. Do not, as it were, pray to
anyone in the room in which you kndel;
let your thoughts mount to heaven, lie-
member that there is something in you and
about you which connects you with the
Father; far off as he personally is, and that
something is what the Scriptures describe
as His -pirit, and which the natural-man
philosopher discourses about as the"electric
fluid" and " the ether." But remember also
this, that God hears only the prayers of those
who are pleasing- in His sight. The
prayers of the wicked are an abominatibn,
and there are wicked people who have the
name of Christ upon them. He only heats
those who honour Him. " To the pure
Thou wilt shew Thyself pure; to the
merciful man Thou will shew Thyself
merciful; to the froward Thou wilt shew
Thyself froward."—(Psalm xviii. 25, 26.)
God heareth the righteous—" His ear is
open to their cry," (Psalm xxxiv. 15 \ but
it is shut to those who are displeasing to
Him. They may pray, but He takes no
notice, though He knows their words of
course, just as He knows of the sparrow's
fall. People who choose to walk according
to their own devices, He leaves to
their own devices. " Commit Thy way
unto the Lord, and He shall direct thy
steps; " if you do not, he won't. How
important then to know you are walking in
the course that is well pleasing to Gdd!
But it may be said, how can we tiell
when this is the case? Well, we cannot ex-
pect God to send us a special message how
we stand in his regards; that is hereafter to
be declared when the judgment is set
Nevertheless, he has done all that is
necessary to enable us to know, and if we
have not the answer of a good conscience,
it is our own fault. He has declared His
mind most minutely by the prophets and
apostles—"line upon line, precept upon
precept, here a little and there a little."
All we have to do is to make ourselves
familiar with what He has said—daily
waiting at wisdom's gates, watching at the

posts of her doors. If we are living in
neglect of His word and allowing the
things of this life to drive it into the corner,
our ignorance, uncertain conscience, and
unanswered prayers are the due reward
of our folly. But if we are like the
man spoken of by David, whose delight is
in the law of the Lord, and in His law
doth meditate day and night, and whose
steps are conformed thereto, we may know
that the Father ίε well pleased with us,
and that He will listen to our prayers and
do what we require of "Him.

Some starving creatures doubt the utility
of prayer. They cannot see any good in
it, and live in neglect of it. This shows
that they have not yet risen to the position
of real children in Christ, but are grovelling
in the mire of the natural man. We must
not take our cue from such, but resist
them—stedfast in the faith. We must be
guided in the matter by Jesus, who was in
the bosom of the Father when he gave his
disciples this prayer; and who was express-
ly sent to declare to us the mind of the
Father. He directs us to pray, and tells us
how to pray. The first thing that he puis
into the mouth of an acceptable worshipper
is, "Hallowed by trhy name." What does
this mean ? The name of God is. equiva-
lent to God himself. The name of a man
is the symbol of the man; and- #ny slight
to the name is an insult to the man himself.
"Hallowed" means sacred, held in great
reverence. This is what God's must be by
us. David says of the Deity, " Holy and
reverend is His name;" and it was a
precept to Israel that they were not to take
his name in vain. The first lesson, then,
that Jesus teaches with regard to our
approach to God, is that it ought never to
be undertaken without a reverential sense
of His greatness and holiness. To realise
this, we have only to use our brains. We
can see that God is the only power—that
all things about us are but the creations of
His eternal energy. His greatness is beyond
the reach of our puny intellects. He is
from everlasting to everlasting. He was
before all things—before any part of the
splendid universe we now see; and when
we consider the perfection of His wisdom,
the excellence of His goodness, and the
greatness of His might, we are enabled to
feel that in our approaches to His presence,
we can only be acceptable to him if we
carry with us a due sense of His supremacy
and our own utter nothingness.

Having acknowledged the greatness of
" Our Father in heaven," we are permitted
to say " Thy kingdom come." This is in
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natural sequence to the first sentiment.
What is the highest desire of the mind,
filled with the fear and the love of God,
but that His will may become law on earth?
Such a mind feels at present as David
expresses it, in a dry and parched land
where there is no water. A state of society
prevails in which God is almost unknown,
and His will universally set at nought, in
consequence of which, joy is no dweller
with the sons of men. What can a lover
of God desire but this, that the time may
come, and soon come, when the will of
God will be as much considered in all
transactions on earth as it is in heaven; and
since we know that the means He has
appointed to bring about that state of
things is His kingdom, the most natural
petition we can present is " Thy kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven."

Then comes " daily bread." The spirit-
ual is first in acceptable prayer; ascription
to the Deity, based upon a rational appre-
hension of His greatness, is followed by the
prayer that His will and love may become
the rule and delight of the world. Then
come the matters pertaining to our individ-
ual fortunes in the present time. God
first, the future next, then the present:
this is the divine order of ideas. " Give us
this day our daily bread." In this, Jesus
teaches that our temporal concerns are not
too insignificant to be the subject of prayer;
indeed, how can they be insignificant to
us? Why, they constitute the stepping-
stone to the things that are coming. No
man can attain to the kingdom of God
until he has passed through a period of
probation now. Therefore the things per-
taining to that probation are most import-
ant. It is not God's will that we should
starve, that is to say, for starvation's sake.
He may place men in straits sometimes for
their good, or allow them to be put, like
Jeremiah, into a loathsome pit for his
word's sake; that is another thing. If
men are cast into prison for Christ's sake,
they will, if they are true sons of God,
rejoice like the apo&tles that they are
counted worthy to suffer for his name. But
apart from this sort of thing, God doesn't
wish that we should be ill-fed and
ill-clothed; the very opposite, for Paul
speaks of such blessings as things that
" God hath created to be received with
thankfulness of them which believe and
know the truth."—(1 Tim. iv 3); and of
God he speaks thus: " He giveth us richly
all things to enjoy."—(1 Timothy vi. 17 )
Also in writing to the Corinthians, in

the chapter in which he says that God
loves a cheerful giver, he says " and God
is able to make all grace abound toward
you that ye always having all sufficiency
in all things, may abound to every good
work." Consequently it is compatible with
the truth to have abundance, if that
abundance is used faithfully "as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God."
(1 Pet. iv. 10.) All depends on this. If a man
use it for his own aggrandizement, he is an
unfaithful steward, for the wealth that is
entrusted to him is not his own. He is not
even himself his own; he and all he has
are the property of Christ who will hold him
responsible for the disposal of his life. If he
keep his abundance with a close hand—
refusing to render the assistance it is in his
power to render to the needy, or to the
struggling cause of the truth, he will be
pronounced unworthy of his trust and
stripped of all he has, and cut off from the
greater riches of the age to come. God is
willing that we should have enough and to
spare; therefore, Jesus instructs us to
pray, " Give us this day our daily bread,"
and God can give it; only we must have
faith. The man who thinks the provision
of livelihood a thing in his own hands
entirely, in which God will take no part,
argues irrationally, disbelieves the testi-
mony aud harms himself. Upon how
many circumstances beyond control does
our living depend at present, and although
God won't send an angel to lift a piece of
bread from the ground which we can stoop
to pick up for ourselves, yet what we can-
not effect for ourselves, He will be entreated
to do by the prayer of faith which makes
the divine will the basis of all petition. It
may depend upon the mood of a certain
man; God has the hearts of all men in His
hand and can turn them whithersoever He
will. He can so attemper the mind of the
man as that our bread may be secured; or
how often does it depend on the accident
of meeting a certain person, which meeting
God can easily bring about. If you only
saw mesmeric operations, you would be able
to understand how God has everything
under His control. When the mesmerist
has a man under his control, he can stop
him by the mere force of his will, while he
is in the act of walking, and make him turn
round and walk in the opposite direction.
This helps us to see unlimited scope for
the operation of divine providence. All
things are possible with God; it only
requires faith. " Give us this day our
daily bread, we believe thou canst and
wilt." If you do not believe that, you had
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better not pray, for God is insulted by
faithless prayer.

Then come the words, " forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive them that trespass
against us." In this, Jesus recognises the
fact that while in the flesh, we are liable to
fall into transgression, and he teaches that
these transgressions may be forgiven, but
you will observe that this privilege is
burdened with a condition which Jesus
elsewhere (Matt. xxi. 18-35) gives us to
understand will be stringently enforced—
God will only grant forgiveness to those
who do for others what they ask for them-
selves. Jesus adds 4< If ye forgive not men
their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses.'*

" Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil." This implies that
we are to believe that our circumstances are
BO entirely in the power of God that if we
ask him and are very anxious to be kept
in the right way, and to be protected from
evil, our request will be granted. Would
Christ have taught his disciples to pray
these prayers, if they were not prayers to be
answered? The reason of all prayer is
that all things belong to God and are at his
disposal, and that He delights to be en-
treated as to their disposal in behalf of
those whose heart is perfect towards him.
Well, here is a model prayer given by Jesus
himself, and therefore one which we should
all do well to follow. At the same time,
we need not restrict ourselves to the very
words of it. It is rather given as a sample
of the kind of prayer we ought to pray.
" After this manner " is Christ's indication
of the use he intended us to make of it.
The continual use of a set form of words
is apt to extinguish that true prayerfulness
that is conscious of addressing the Deity.
The choice of words should be left to the
impulse created by enlightenment. In our
intercourse with men, we should dislike
being addressed in a stereotyped form of
words. We most appreciate the sponta-
neous and unstudied expressions of
intelligence and friendship, and the Scrip-
tures reveal that God is not less concerned
as to the manner of our approach. The
"Lord's prayer " may be used in its very
words if the spirit so incline and the heart
go warmly with the words, but the best use

we can put it to is to fix it before our eyes as
a standard of guidance as to how we ought to
pray and what we may pray for, leaving
the wording to the inspiration of scrip-
turally begotten prayerfulness. Another
point oi importance not specially brought
out in the Lord's Prayer is that we ought
to pray often. Our minds are so feeble
that we are liable to forget the things that
are out of sight. We remember best the
things that we have always to do with.
Things out of sight die out of memory j
now, God is out of sight. In prayer we
keep him in sight, and are enabled to
" endure as seeing Him who is invisible."
We must therefore pray without ceasing.
This does not mean that we are always to
be praying: it means that our praying
must be a matter of continual practice.
Let it be always attended to, like the reading
of the word. We have an illustration of
what is acceptable in the matter in the
case of Cornelius, of whom it is said that
he prayed to God always ; and his prayers
came up for a memorial before God,
and led to his being guided into the way of
truth. Now, he was commander of a hundred
men, and had to attend to military business.
Consequently he prayed u always," not in
the sense of non-intermission, as a mad
woman once supposed, but in the sense of
daily practice. Daniel is another example
of acceptable practice in the matter of
prayer. He was " a man greatly beloved,"
and " he kneeled upon his knees three times
a day, and prayed and gave thanks before
his God."—(Dan. vi. 10.) David, "the
man after God's own heart," says of him-
self ** Seven times in a day do I praise
Thee, because of Thy righteous judg-
ments."—(Psalms cxix. 164.) Then we
iind that Jesus himself frequently
withdrew himself from both the people and
his own disciples, and spent all night in
prayer to God. Let us then "continue
instant in prayer." The practice will make
us feel acquainted with God, and greatly
assist us in ordering our conversation aright
before him. It will build up a divinely^
approved character upon the foundation
laid by the word, and qualify us for the
inheritance of the saints in light, in which
God will be over and in all—blessed for
evermore. EDITOB.



t h e 6hristadelphlan,-J
< Feb. 1, 1870. J A CLERICAL NEOPHYTE TRANSFORMED. 47

»BOTH ALMOST AND ALTOGETHER " A OHKISTADELPHIAN.

A CLERICAL NEOPHYTE TRANSFORMED BY THE TRUTH.

ON Monday, December 27th, 1869, a large
company assembled in the Athenaeum
Rooms, Temple Row, Birmingham (Christa-
delphian Synagogue) to witness the immer-
sion of Mr. JAMES MARTIN, a young man
(27 years of age) who, for several years, has
taken a leading part in connection "with the
Circus (Baptist) Chapel, Bradford Street,
Birmingham, and who occasionally filled
pulpits in various parts of Birmingham, and
being zealous, preached nearly every Sunday
somewhere—if not in a pulpit, then in the
market place. When the truth found him,
Mr. Martin had nearly decided to enter the
ministry, and, with this view, had disposed
of a thriving business, and commenced the
preliminary studies which were to fit him for
entering Mr. Spurgeon's college, London,
from which he hoped to emerge a full-blown
and duly "authorised" preacher of the
Baptist section of the apostasy. He has
been spared this miserable fate. The truth
has saved him, causing him to abandon his
ministerial project, and return to business,
which he purposes to subordinate to the
proclamation of the truth as opportunity may
present itself. The 8th chapter of Romans
having been read,

The EDITOR addressed the meeting as
follows: (his remarks being taken down,
without his knowledge, by brother Hadley,
newspaper reporter, who afterwards rendered
transcript.) We are assembled to-night,
brethren and sisters and respected friends,
for the purpose of doing that which
Paul here thanks God the Romans
had done, namely, that they had from
the heart obeyed that form of doctrine
that was delivered unto them. We are
here to obey the form of doctrine delivered
by Paul 1800 years ago. The only
difference between ourselves and the Romans
in the matter, is, that in the days of
the Romans, Paul was alive to personally
deliver the form of doctrine entrusted to him,
and in some cases personally superintended
the obedience of that doctrine. We are
under no disadvantage on account of that
difference, because Paul has repeatedly given
us to understand that the importance of what
he did, did not arise from the fact of his doing
it, but from the nature of the thing he did ;
and he gives us further to understand that
the doing of the same things by anyone is as
important as if done by himself. He was
thankful that even the enemies of the truth
in Caesar's palace were preaching the truth
from strife and contention, thinking to add
to the severity of his bonds.—(Phil. i. 16.)
He rejoiced that Christ was preached whether
in love or hostility, because the great im-

portance of the fact lay in Christ being
preached, and not in the individuality of the
preacher. Paul happened to be made choice
of as a preacher of Christ, because he was a
man of a particular character, a vessel fit for
the work. He says of himself, writing
to Timothy (1 Tim. i. 16), " Howbeit, for
this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first,
Jesus Christ might show forth all long-
suffering, for a pattern to them which here-
after should believe on him to life everlasting"
That is the only character m which Paul
puts himself forward—so far as personal
importance was concerned—as a man fitted
to be an example to those believing, to life
everlasting. The word of life everlasting
itself which was delivered to and by the
apostles, we have, although we are without
the personal presence of the apostles. We
should not have had it, but for the book we
have in our hands, for there is now no living
apostle—no man in the earth who can of his
own knowledge declare to us this word of
life everlasting. In the providence of God,,
the word of the apostles was committed to
writing. Indeed, in His providence, the
word of truth generally had been in course of
production in a written form centuries before
even their time. The process began with
the beginning of Jewish history. ^ It com-
menced with Moses, and was continued for
ages by the prophets, which God from time
to time sent to His nation. The apostles
came last, and put the finishing stroke to the
system of faith God has placed in the world
for righteousness. It is one of the vain tra-
ditions of the apostacy, that what they call
"Christianity" was of the apostles alone.
The plan of salvation has been in operation
from the beginning ; and the " Old Testa-
ment," as the first part of the Bible is called,
has as much to do with it as the New. Paul
says (2 Tim. iii. 15.) that the Scriptures
which Timothy had known from a child, are
able to make men wise unto salvation. We
know that these could be none other than
what are called the Old Testament; for
Timothy "from a child," could only be
acquainted with that. It is a statement of
Paul's, then, that the Old Testament is able
to make wise unto salvation. If the state-
ment is true of the Old Testament, it is of
course especially true of the New, in connec-
tion with it; and peculiarly so to us Gentiles.
The things written by the personal followers
and companions of Jesus Christ, (under the
Spirit's guidance) contain express directions
as to how we may place ourselves in such
relation to the things God has promised, as
to become heirs of them. The whole matter
is made exceedingly plain in the Scriptures·.
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In these, we have the form of doctrine apos-
tolically delivered 1,800 years ago; and
having the form of doctrine, we are enabled
to obey it from the heart. We do not require
the interposition of any priest, doctor, or
professor to assist us in doing this. We
have no need for men who prefix blasphemous
titles to their names. Not only do we not
require such assistance, but such assistance
would effectually hinder us from getting at
the simplicity of the gospel. The gospel is
exceedingly simple; the way of salvation is
an exceedingly simple plan. Parsons only
mystify the matter.

Let us consider one or two statements, in
which the matter is exhibited with a sim-
plicity incapable of being obscured from those
who have learnt to read the word of God,
independently of human tradition. To
begin with, Paul tells us that the gospel is
the power of God to salvation unto everyone
that believeth.—(Rom. i. 16.) Therefore,
the gospel is the means of salvation, and if
we want to know how the means are
applied, we have only to look at the words
of Christ: " he that believeth and is baptised
shall be saved." What can be more plain
than this ? We have only to find out what
it is we have to believe in order to avail
ourselves of the saving arrangement Christ
has placed in the world, in the gospel. If
we trust to traditional Christianity, we shall
never find this out. The difficulty disap-
pears when we begin to look into the
scriptures independently. So slight does the
difficulty then become that those who have
surmounted it in the attainment of a know-
ledge of the gospel, are surprised they should
have lived so many years with the Bible in
their hands and not have understood the
matter, or have seen the great difference
between the gospel of the apostles and the
gospel of the clergy.

We find, for instance, that the gospel was
preached to Abraham, for Paul says in the
3rd of Galatians at the 8th verse, that the
gospel was preached before to Abraham in
the promise, that, in his seed, all the
families of the earth should be blessed.
Then we find that the gospel was preached
to the Israelites in the wilderness, for Paul
eays in the Hebrews iv. 2, " Unto us was
the gospel preached, as well as unto them,."
The " them" you will see by the context has
reference to those who came out of the land
of Egypt. Then we find that it was preached
through the prophets, and is contained in
their writings, for we find Paul saying in
Romans i. 2, "which (gospel) He (God)
had promised before by his prophets IN THE
HOLY SCRIPTURES ; " and further at the
end of the same epistle, he says it was " B Y
THE SCRIPTURE OF THE PROPHETS made
known to all nations for the obedience of
faith"—(Rom. xvi. 26.) Now, on coming
to Jesus and the apostles, if you compare
what they preached with what was promised

to Abraham and to Israel and written in the
prophets, you will find that the gospel in all
the Bible is one and the same thing, only at
every succeeding development it gets larger
and more clear. But how does the case
stand with what is preached in churches and
chapels ? None of you can find the orthodox
gospel in that which was preached to Abra-
ham, for in that we hear nothing of heaven,
hell, or immortal souls; you cannot find the
orthodox gospel in that which was preached
to the Israelites in Egypt, for in that there
is nothing about heaven, hell, eternal tor-
ments or immortal souls. You will not find
the orthodox gospel in the writings of the
prophets, for they contain nothing about
heaven, hell, eternal torments, or immortal
souls; and so with the gospel preached by
Jesus and the apostles. What you find in
all of them is, the glad tidings of the king-
dom of God to come, and the things con-
cerning the name of Jesus Christ, which
treat of the method God has adopted by
which he may release us from the sentence
of death under which we all are held by
nature. The whole matter is exceedingly
plain when we begin to read the Scriptures,
and emancipate ourselves from the obscurity
created by the preaching of the present day,
which is neither more nor less than the
darkening of counsel by words without know-
ledge, for preachers use the words of
Scripture, but wrest them from their original
meaning.

Having perceived what the gospel is,—and
surely " the things concerning the kingdom
of and the name of Jesus Christ" are gospel
or glad tidings, for they constitute tidings or
intelligence of a kind calculated to impart
joy and gladness. For consider the things
concerning the kingdom of God; that it is
God's intention to restore the ancient king-
dom of Israel under the seed of Abraham,
the son and successor of David, the Messiah
or Anointed One of God; that this restored
kingdom will be made the supreme govern-
ment on earth, before the destructive power
of which, all other governments will vanish
away, and by which the world will be
governed for the glory of God and the good
of universal man; a government which will
rule without error, and enforce mercy, justice,
and true judgment, and chase unrighteousness
and suffering from the world; is not this
glad tidings ? Why it is the very thing that
men of a superior sort are striving after in
the world, but which they will never get at.
It never can be realised except in connection
with the instrumentality God has appointed
for the purpose,—the rebuilding of the taber-
nacle of David that is fallen (Amos ix. 11);
by the man whom he has appointed to do it,
(Acts xvii. 31) ; a man who is despised by
those who profess to believe in him, even
he who was crucified on Calvary because he
said " I am the king of the Jews." Then
consider " the things concerning the name of
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Jesus Christ," and see if they are not glad
tidings. Is it not glad tidings to know that
God in His love has made an arrangement
by which we can be restored to His favour,
and escape from the sentence of death resting
upon all of us ? Is it not good news that our
sins may be forgiven, and that we may
obtain the high rank of sons of God and
brethren of Christ ? Is it not good news that
though we go to the grave of corruption, we
shall be delivered therefrom and be caused to
stand again when the Redeemer who liveth
shall stand in the latter day upon the earth ?
and that standing again, we shall not be
encompassed with present weakness, but live
upon the earth in an incorruptible and
immortal nature, and having occupation of a
kind commensurate with the glorious facul-
ties with which we shall be then endowed ?
Being associated in kingly glory, honour and
immortality with Jesus Christ, the
elder brother and head of the great
family which God is creating for Him-
self? All that is considered honourable
by men now, will be realised in a perfect
form by those who now by faith lay hold of
the promises of these things. These are glad
tidings, and the only glad tidings there are
on the earth.

Having found the gospel, which is the
power of God to salvation, and believed it,
what next? Obey it. How? There are
many commandments, but to-night we have
only to do with the first, that, namely, which
if immediately associated with the belief of
the gospel, and which Peter gave to those
who believed, on the day of Pentecost. He
said to them " repent and be baptisedf every
one of you."—(Acts ii. 38.) If Peter were
here now in the presence of a company of
believers, do you think he would give
us a different commandment from what he
gave on the day of Pentecost ? "Ah,
but then," it might be said, "thoseto whom
Peter gave the commandment, were all Jews,
and as they had been introduced into the
Law of Moses by circumcision, it was neces-
sary that they should change their position
by some visible ceremonial. It may not
follow that we who are born in the Christian
dispensation are to be baptised." In answer
to that, we have only to take the case of the
Gentiles to whom Peter was afterwards sent
to open the kingdom of God. He said (Acts
x. 27) "Can any man forbid water, that
these should not be baptised which have
received the Holy Spirit as well as we. And
he commanded them to be baptised in the
name of the Lord." Do you think that if
Peter were present with us Gentiles to-night,
he would treat us differently to those in the
house of Cornelius ? No man can say so ;
there is no respect of persons with God. The
command to us now, as much as to Gentiles
1,800 years ago, is to be baptised.

" Well," people say, " suppose we admit it,
what do you mean by " baptism ? " We get

to know that without any mistake from the
record. We begin to learn it in this very
chapter; for consider the question put by
Peter, " Can any man forbid water V It
follows from that and from several other
statements of a like kind (Acts viii. 36 ; Jno.
iii. 23) that baptism is connected with water.
No sane person, professing to believe the
New Testament, will refuse to submit to that.
The only question which remains, is how is
the water to be administered ? Is it to be
sprinkled upon the face, as is done in these
days, to little babies, who do not believe
because they cannot? Is it to be poured
upon the head from a vessel, as is done by
some few hypercritical persons; or is the
person to be immersed in it ? Consider the
word " baptise." It is a Greek word, mean-
ing immersion. You have an example of
this in the baptism of the Spirit. On the
day of Pentecost, the Spirit came into the
house, and filled the house, so that they
were all baptised in the Holy Spirit.
Take Christ's sufferings; he says " I
have a baptism to be baptised with."
Was he not completely immersed in
suffering ? Look at the 38th verse of the 8th
chap, of Acts ; " he commanded the chariot
to stand still, and they went down both into
the water and he baptized him." The bap-
tism could not have been sprinkling, or it
would have been unnecessary for them to go
into the water. If it had been pouring, the
same remark applies: a vessel dipped into
the water and emptied upon the eunuch
while they stood on the bank would have
been all that was necessary. Again, you
find it stated in John iii. 23, that John was
baptizing in 2Enon, near to Salim, " because
there was much water there." If baptism
had been sprinkling or pouring, much
water would not have been necessary. If it
was immersion, as it must have been, you
can see a reason why John should select a
place where there was much water. But we
can get even closer than that, by considering
the statement I read in your hearing at the
opening of the meeting, (Rom. vi. 3,) that
" So many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death ; therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into
death; that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of
life. For if we have been planted together in
THE LIKENESS OF HIS DEATH, we shall be
also in the likeness of his resurrection."
Here Paul declares baptism to be a likeness
of the death of Christ. What "likeness"
to the death of Christ is there in sprinkling
or in pouring? None. Is there any in
immersion ? Yes. It is an exact likeness ; it
is a burial with him. The evidence is
irrefutable.

Then comes the question, what good does
baptism do ? The first answer to this is, that
supposing it did no good, we should not be
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justified in esteeming it lightly. God has
commanded it. The mind truly instructed
in things divine will account everything
sacred God has commanded. But we can
see more concerning baptism than that God
has commanded it; we can see it is a
ceremony with which God has associated a
great change for us—not a change in our
physical condition or in our mental condition,
except so far as our mental condition may be
affected by the answer of a good conscience.
It is a change in our divinely-recognised
relation to Christ. The change is thus
expressed byPaul in the 3rdchap.of Galatians,
verse 27, " As many of you as have been
baptised into Christ have put on Christ."
Therefore, in submission to baptism, we put
on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ; we
become connected with him and acquire
rights and privileges which, by God's per-
mission, will bring forth fruit in the time
appointed. Consider a woman married to a
man; she takes his name. There is no
physical change, no actual or literal change,
except that created in the recognition of
people around. Yet, by reason of that
change, her relation to property and other
things, is greatly changed; she acquires a
title to things which were not hers before.
And so in the marriage ceremony which God
has appointed in connection with Christ,
there is no literal change; the water makes
no difference, but there is a change created
in God's view of us and disposition toward
us. Some scoff at this, and say it is absurd
to suppose that God would associate so great
a change with such a trivial act. Such
forget that God has chosen weak and
despised things, yea, and things that are not,
to bring to nought the things that are, and
to bring into being the things that are not.
He works from below, as it were, in the
accomplishment of his ends. There is a
philosophy in this which is beautiful. It is
meet that God should be highest. He is
before all, and sustains all. He is wise in
all his ways and good in all his designs.
There is no error with him. "When he is
exalted in the counsels and regards of men,
there will be peace and joy on earth. This
will be when his purposes are complete.
Meanwhile, he is developing his purpose,
and this principle of working—by which
man is kept down and God exalted—is
visible in his present methods. He employs
institutions that have the effect of bringing
him into view, and eclipsing the creature.
*' God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise, and God hath
chosen the weak things of the world to
confound the mighty, the object being
"that no flesh should glory in his
presence."—(1 Cor. i. 27-29.) Baptism is
an ordinance in which the flesh is debased
and God is exalted, because we go into the
water, not to get any good from the water,
but because God has commanded it. The

change which follows is expressed in the
| words: " I will be to you a father, and ye
shall be my sons and daughters."

The individual who is to submit to this
act of obedience to-night, has gone through
a form of baptism before. As you all know,
he has been for many years a Baptist, and
some people may ask why should he be
baptised again ? The answer to that is that
what God has required in the New Testa-
ment, is the baptism of a believer. The
baptism of one who is not a believer, is not
the obedience required, and, therefore, not
recognized. Such a baptism is no advantage
to the individual. The benefit received in
valid baptism is the change effected in God's
mind, and we cannot accomplish this change
unless we comply with his appointed mode.
An unbeliever is not the object of this
change, however often he may be immersed,
because in his ignorance of the word, the
element of validity is awanting.

Mr. Martin did not believe the gospel when
he was baptized some years ago, for the
simple reason that he did not know it. He
knew the gospel preached in the Circus
Chapel and the gospel preached in the other
churches and chapels of Birmingham, but
that is not the gospel Paul preached. Such
a statement has a very arrogant and extra-
ordinary look about it at first sight, but h.iaf
case is an illustration of the fact that if a
man of intelligence will but look into the
matter, he must inevitably come to the same
conclusion if he conscientiously apply his·
mind to the Scriptures. During the past
few years, many in this town, and these not
the superstitious, or the unthinking and
ignorant, but men accustomed to reflect, have
given attention to the matter, and the result
has been, to convince numbers who are now
bold enough to assume the name of Christa*
delphian—a large number when compared
with those who could have been found six
years ago. "Why use such an outlandish
name ? " say some. There is a reason. Paul
says that those who are Christ's are the
brethren of Christ. He says, " Wherefore,
he (Christ) is not ashamed to call them
brethren." Now the word Christadelphian
simply means a brother of Christ; therefore
it is a designation that teaches the truth.
" Then, why not call yourselves * Brethren
of Christ?'" Simply because it would not
answer the purpose for which a name in
taken, that of identity. Other people call
themselves the brethren of Christ, and so far
as the public is concerned, we should lose
our existence as witnesses for the truth if wo
were to accept that designation in its English
form. By assuming the name of Chiista-
delphian—a name more odious in common
repute than that of Mormon—we secure tlio
result desired. It is a matter to be thankful
for, that so many thoughtful men and women
are mad enough—as some people think—to
assume that name. I am particularly gl.ttl
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that some who have in past times been active
in disseminating orthodox views, and have
acquired facility in such work, are amongst
the number. Mr. Martin's case is of this
nature. He has for years been a labourer in
the cause of orthodoxy. I have no doubt his
obedience will create a sensation in some
quarters. Some will treat the matter one
way and some another. Some will shake
their heads about "poor Mr* Martin," and
whisper that they always thought there was
something strange about hinij and that his
joining the most fanatical of all sects was
only what might have been expected. He will
have to endure the reproach cast upon the sect
1,800 years ago—the reproach of madness.
It is a reproach unfounded in truth, if people
Will but come near and see. The truth pro-
claimed by the Christadelphians is no matter
of fanaticism or of imagination; but of
cool judgment, pure principle and mature
conviction. It requires patience, investiga-
tion, cool purpose, and a good conscience to
bring a man who has anything to lose, to the
determination to become a religious Ish-
maelite, for that is the position of a true
Christadelphian. Others may reason about
Mr. Martin's case differently and more wisely.
They may say " If a man of Mr. Martin's
stamp can be drawn into such a body as the
Christadelphians, there must be more in what
the Christadelphians believe than we have
been in the habit of thinking." We can only
pray that so it may be in a multitude of
cases; and that the word of the Lord may
have free course, and that labourers may be
eent forth to the harvest of these latter
days of the times of the Gentiles. "We want
labourers at a crisis like the present, when
all through the country, religious conviction
is being shaken and the minds of men bewild-
ered by the Babel contentions arising between
antiquated sacerdotalism and daring free-
thought ; we want labourers to take advantage
of such a state of things, to point men to the
truth which will save them from the deadly
enthralment of superstition on the one hand,
and the devouring vortex of infidelity on the
other.

MR. MARTIN: I labour to-night under
the disadvantage of having been unwell since
yesterday. Nevertheless I feel I am in the
presence of friends. I believe you can sym-
pathise with my position, and I should be
very ill indeed, if I had nothing to say. I
could not help thinking as I sat listening to
brother Roberts, what a strange position I
occupy to-night. My mind naturally went
back to the time when I was a candidate for
baptism. I believe that is about nine years
ago. My position was not altogether volun-
tary as it is to-night. I was introduced to
the minister of the chapel quite unexpectedly
by a friend who was anxious to enlist
soldiers into the army of which he himself
was a member. I remember well I expressed
my surprise to the individual and to the

minister himself, at the fact that I had been
introduced to him at all. However, conver-
sation ensued which led me to state that I
had a desire to number myself amongst the
people of God. At the close of the conversa-
tion, which, I may say, was not at all
respecting what I believed, I was admitted
as a proper candidate for baptism. I was
baptised, not as a believer of the gospel, but
as a docile and kindly-disposed individual, who
wished to be saved. I know that was my
own feeling, and I have reason to think that
that is the standard by which candidates are
judged. In fact, I think I can say that the
majority of men connect themselves with
places of worship by such a standard. How
far that is proper and right, I need not tell
people like yourselves. Brother Roberts
spoke of the necessity of re-immersion. Now,
I see that necessity, or I would net be here.
I have weighed matters in reference to myself
with great care, and I am deeply impressed
with the conviction that it is my duty to be
baptized into the name of Christ, and not, as
I previously was, into the name of a society
or system. I look upon myself at the present
moment as occupying a similar position to
those persons whom Paul met at Ephesus
Who had been baptized into John's baptism,
but not into the name of Christ. They said
in answer to Paul, " We have not so much
as heard whether there be any Holy Spirit/*
and after he had instructed them, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Now, at my previous baptism, I had not so
much as heard of the things I now believe.
I thought myself a disciple, and I was a
disciple after a certain sort, but not necessarily
of the right sort. The men at Ephesus were
disciples of John, but had to be baptized into
Christ. People fancy that because they are
disciples, they are disciples of Christ. This
is not necessarily the case. We read of the
disciples of Moses, the disciples of John, the
disciples of the Pharisees. I want to be a
disciple of Christ; and to be a disciple of
Christ, we must learn of him to put on his
covering name. That is now my way of
looking at matters. I see the necessity of
being baptized into the name of Christ, that
being buried with him into death, I may live
with him in the age to come.

You would like to know, perhaps, some-
thing of the way I became acquainted with
the truth. I would like to say, in starting,
that I have not arrived at my present con-
viction without much thought and patient
investigation. Some people seem to think
we can jump out of one way of thinking
into another all at once. This is by no
means the case. I have been principally
indebted to certain brethren connected with
this place for their kind and persevering
efforts in endeavouring to lead me to the
truth. To-night, I publicly thank those
brethren. I feel deeply grateful, I assure
you, that such a result should have attended
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their labours, as my own enlightenment. It is
almost a wonder. If they had not persevered,
and even pestered me, I doubt if I should
have looked thoroughly enough into the
truth to see it. I fought against them long
and ardently, but now I feel like a soldier
thoroughly beaten, his weapons taken out of
his hands, and himself made prisoner. Please
God, I intend to learn the use of the new
weapons I have laid hold of, and to fight
another battle, on a different side. I found
myself on the wrong side: that is why I
have been beaten. Now, I find myself on
the right side, and on this side I mean to
remain, and conquer. I have gained help
from cundry sources. I have been especially
enlightened by a perusal of the works of
Dr. Thomas, in the light of the Scriptures-

I have some acquaintances in the clerical
world, and, on a recent occasion, I availed
myself of the opportunity of laying the
views I was beginning to think were true
before a Baptist minister I know. At first
he pooh-poohed them. He said he had read
the Christadelphian works, but thought
them one-sided as the writers excluded
everything that favoured the opposite of the
views they advanced. They held up the
negatives only, he said, and held back the
affirmatives. I asked him to produce the
affirmatives. I need not tell you that he
failed. I was in that state that I should
have been glad if he could have produced
the affirmatives of the orthodox side. I was
beginning to see that it was the wrong side,
but was not quite decided. My ministerial
friend, supposing I belonged to his class,
spoke somewhat freely. Failing evidence, he
began to make the thing appear ridiculous.
"What sort of a place have they?" he
said. "Well," I said, " i t is a place that
would seat 400 people, so far as I can judge."
"Well," said he, " the thing has been in
existence six years to my knowledge, and I
know Birmingham is the head quarters, and
if they have only got to that, it is a proof, to
my mind if not to yours, that they cannot
be so very fascinating or truthful." * " Well
but," said I, "we sometimes talk of the
little flock." "Yes," he said, "of course;
but then you know that had reference to the
time when the world was in a very different
state from what it is now. We cannot talk
of a little flock now : it would be quite out
of place!" He admitted there was a good
deal of truth in the views put forward, " but,
said he, " what advantage is to be derived
from embracing Christadelphianism Ρ " I said
" I am inclined to think that there are few
advantages. The disadvantages, I fear,
are far greater than the advantages."
"Does it," he continued, "make the gospel
more acceptable ? Does it make greater
strides in society ? Does it snatch men from
the pit of destruction, more than what we
teach?" I said "My dear sir, it is not
what it does, or how many adherents it has,

or what sized place they meet in; the
question with me is, Is it the truth ? " I
said "Are you justified in preaching what is
untrue because it is more acceptable? It
appears to me," I said, "'from your style of
remark that if Christadelphian views were
more readily accepted than orthodox views,
you would preach them." "Well," he
said, " I have no doubt there is a lot of
truth in it, but I doubt if it will reach the
masses as the things I preach do." I said " I
have no doubt I shall see it my duty to
conform to the fellowship of the Christadel-
phians." "Don't do anything in haste," he
said, " I should like to see you again."
"Well," I said, " I should like to have
another interview on the subject; " and we
did have another interview, but the conver-
sation was of so unsatisfactory a nature
that I resolved not to see him again. His
parting words were, " Mr. Martin, you have
gone too far. You want to know what you
never will know. You see that star yonder,"
he said, pointing to the sky, " I recom-
mend you to go up and fetch it down, and
put it in your pocket." With that, a
friendship which had subsisted for some
time was broken off. That is one of the
advantages I have derived from becoming a
Christadelphian,

I had a talk with another friend in the
same line of life. He said, " I will tell you,
Mr. Martin, I am disposed to think that
all that the Christadelphians teach is right
with the exception of two things, and those
are, the divinity of Christ and the personality
of the devil." I said I should like to have
some little chat about the matter, because if
these were the only two points he objected to,
I said I thought his objections might soon
be removed. However, I never had the
opportunity afterwards of having a chat. I
may mention another case of the same sort.
A friend of mine who attended the same
chapel for years, and who is now one of your
brethren, was written to by his pastor, when
on the point of leaving, and his note contained
a statement to this effect: "There is no
necessity for your leaving. The things
which you believe I believe also, but they are
not yet seen to be the truth at the place
where I minister." I mention these facts by
way of encouragement. They are facts of
that sort that will contribute to the progress
of those who are wending their way to the
truth. What can a man of any sincerity
think when he hears such statements drop-
ping from men who are public teachers?
When a man preaches what he does not
believe, there is something rotten. I would
rather be where the truth is spoken out
without fear or compromise. Well, of
course, the clergy say we are "heretics."
We can bear such statements. I know
pretty well what I shall have to contend
with. In fact 1 have already had to listen to
things which would have been very hard to
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bear, but that I felt stable and firm in the
word of God. An intimate friend of mine a
few days ago, called me an infidel. The
remark had the effect of driving me in the
direction he did not want me to take, viz.,
towards the Athenaeum. In fact, when a man
who has the word of God in his heart and
understanding, is called an infidel by men
who pay no regard to its teaching, it only
helps him the right way. The clergy calling
us heretics is nothing to the purpose. We
should, of course, like them to have a differ-
ent opinion of us. We should like the
gospel to embrace even the lying clergy. We
pity them. We would that the truth of God
should prove their salvation; but so long as they
oppose the truth, they are not to be considered.
What are a clergyman's statements worth ?
If you ask them to prove their statements,
we know they cannot. They tell us the soul
is immortal, but when you ask them to show
it from the Scriptures, they fail, and must
ever fail. I never met a man in my life—
for I have for a long time had my doubts
about natural immortality, and used to ask
about such things—I never met a man in my
life that could show from the Scriptures that
the soul of man is immortal. They tell us
we shall go to heaven when we die. I for
one, have no objection to go to heaven when
1 die, if it was so, and should have no objec-
tion to tell you that you should go to heaven
when you die, but what would be the value
of my statement any more than a clergyman's
if it is not taught in the word of God ? The
clergyman tells me after I have gone to
heaven, 1 shall come back to earth to be
judged. That beats me. If ever I get to
heaven, I should like to remain there. 1
cannot understand a man being in heaven
thousands of years, and coming back to
earth to be judged. The gospel is quite
understandable—that the dead shall come
forth at the time of the resurrection, and that
" Jesus shall judge the quick and the dead,
at his appearing and his kingdom." I should
like to recommend the truth to many intelli-
gent and earnest men I know. I know if

they will look into it, they will find that the
things taught in the Athenaeum are the
teachings of God's word. They can come to
but one conclusion, and that is, that they are
the truth, and coming to that conclusion,
they can but follow that conclusion to its
logical result—taking part in the same
hope as we. The clergy call us heretics:
what is our answer ? That " after the way
which they call heresy, so worship we the
God of our fathers, believing all things that
are written in the law and in the prophets."
—(Acts xxiv. 14.) Let them come forth and
show that this is a wrong way, and then they
may hope to turn us away from it. If men
will but read and judge for themselves, the
word of God, like a sharp two-edged sword,
will cut the leading strings in which we have
all more or less been held, and set them free.
" Let God be true and every man a liar."
This must be the motto of their investigations.
What are men doing ? While flattering
themselves that they are serving the Lord,
they are serving men who have so influenced
them that they are compelled to believe a lie.
They are following the traditions of men,
and therefore offering to God a vain worship;
for Jesus said to the religious people of his
day, " In vain do ye worship me, teaching
for doctrines the commandments of men."

My reason, in brief, for appearing before
you to-night is that, believing the gospel, I
wish to obey the command Jesus gave for
the obedience of all believers. I wish to be
baptised. As I said before I was baptised
nine years ago; but, as we have heard to-
night, God only requires baptism of a believer.
I was not then a believer. I wish to be
united to the glorious name of Christ, that I
may be accepted in him, and obtain the great
salvation which is offered through him.
Though to some extent, like a worn-out
soldier, I have some energy left. While I
have laid down my former weapons, I have
taken up others, and my intention is to fight
with them on a different side, under different
auspices, and I doubt not, with different
success.

OLD MANUSOKIPTS OF THE BIBLE.

THE Rev. Dr. T. J. Conant, described by
newspapers as "one of the most thor-
oughly learned and critical Biblical scholars
of the age," recently read a paper before the
Brooklyn Historical Society on: "The existing
documentary proofs of the integrity and
uncorrupted genuineness of our sacred wri-
tings, and the possible means of perpetuating
the text of these ancient documents." He
showed how the text, none of it being of
earlier date than the close of the third
century, is indentified with that of the sacred

autographs. He then proceeded with a
description of the most ancient MSS. of the
New Testament. The earliest known tran-
scripts of the sacred writings were made of
parchment or vellum, the oldest MSS. being
written on material of the finest texture. In
form, the New Testament MSS. are not rolls
like the MSS. of the Hebrew Scriptures, but
are in shape and size like modern books,
chiefly of the quarto form. The written
characters were not of the form which we call
running hand; each letter was made by it-



MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. fThe ChrisiadHphian,
L Feb. 1, 1870.

self, having a general resemblance to our
printed capitals, without connection with its
preceding or following one. So laborious
and tedious was the process of writing, that
the task was devolved upon professional
scribes, and authors often wrote the first
draft of their works by dictation to an
amanuensis. As another peculiarity in the
manner of writing, the lecturer stated that
there is no separation of words. The text
runs on in one unbroken stream of letters,
without anything to indicate where one word
ends and another begins, or even any punctua-
tion to show the beginning and end of
sentences. But the initial and terminal forms
of inflection, and the regular structure of
the principal parts of speech, and the con-
nection and course of thought, leave very
little uncertainty of this kind in Milton's
Paradise Lost, written from dictation in his
blindness, than in the whole New Testament.

The lecturer then spoke of the different modes
of arranging the text on the page. In some
MSS. it is written continuously across the
whole width. In others it is written in
double columns. In others in triple columns;
while in the Codex Sinaiticus, (recently dis-
covered), it is written in quadruple columns.
The lecturer then spoke of the division in the
text, the oldest being those of the Vatican
manuscript, indicated only by a blank space,
equal to the width of two or three letters,
and of similar division in the Sinaitic manu-
script, indicated more clearly by an initial
letter of each paragraph, standing out beyond
the line of the column, as well as by a space
at the close of the paragraph. The lecturer
then described the preparation of MSS., and
the duties of the copyists and correctors,
illustrating the conscientious care bestowed
on the preparation by a note appended to a
part of the Sinaitic MSS.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS BEAEQfG ON THE TETJTH.
EMIGRATION OF RUSSIAN JEWS.—A

movement of emigration has commenced
amongst the Jews of Western Russia, and a
committee has been formed at Memel to
assist poor families in leaving the country.
The house of Rothschild, of Paris, has trans-
mitted 30,000f. in aid of the fund for that
purpose.

MODERN LITERATURE AND THE IMMOR-
TALITY OF THE SOUL.—The "Rev."
Henry White, the chaplain of the Chapel
Royal, Savoy, stated in a recent sermon that
a celebrated German theologian had reckoned
up a thousand volumes which had been
published during the present century in
opposition to the doctrine of the immortality
of the soul, and ten thousand vague specula-
tions on the subject.

HELPLESSNESS OF THE PAPACY.—In a
circular note, addressed by the Italian Govern-
ment to its diplomatic agents abroad, explain-
ing the attitude of Italy in regard to the
(Ecumenical Council, the Government
declares that it reserves to itself the right to
reject any decisions of the council which may
be in opposition to the laws of the kingdom
and the spirit of the age. What a contrast
to the time when the decrees of Pope's
Councils were a terror to the kings !

JEWISH APOSTACY.—The Jewish Record
says that the Synod of Jewish Rabbis, which
has just been held, has recognised three new
principles:—1. Individual authority in re-
ligious matters. 2. The primary importance
of free scientific investigation; and 3. The
rejection of the belief in Israel's restoration.
The Synod also recommends choral services
andtheusejof the organ in the synagogue, and
musical performances on Sabbaths and
festivals. Alas for Israel of the nineteenth
century! They are no better than their

forefathers who disbelieved God, turned aside
to the heathen, and stoned them who were
sent to bring them back to the right way,
but they will proceed no further. The
prophet like unto Moses is about to reveal
himself unto them and " every soul that
will not hear that prophet shall be destroyed
from among his people."

THE BISHOPS IN THEIR TRUE COLOURS.—
The Nonconformist thus denounces the
conduct of the prelates in the late Irish
Church debates:—"But these hucksters in
lawn, these right reverend hagglers in rochets
and stoles, whole eloquence reaches its
highest flights when defaming the operation
of the original law for the support of Christ's
ministers, or when fighting for the last
penny which can be snatched from endow-
ments which have been the scandal of
Christendom—these mainstays of Christianity,
the chief warriors on the ' bulwark of Protes-
tantism, who rather than abandon State
support and State pay, volunteer to endow
that Church which their own standards
denounce as apostate, and so to admit the
enemy into a citadel for a bribe—who can say
that they have imported a divine element
into the political scene ? A party of corn
dealers from Mark-lane, cheapening samples
in their trade, or of Jews from the market in
Houndsditch, battling over a mountain of old
clothes, could scarcely have afforded a less
noble spectacle to the nation. All the episco-
pal eloquence has gone into the line of
womanish lamentation over the inevitable, of
crying over spilt milk, of groaning over the
broken bauble of court precedence; or worse,
in the perversion of history in the bitter
slandering of the free Churches of England,
or in excuses for the endowment of Jesuitism."
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STANDING NOTICES.

All communications must be addressed to
ROBERT ROBERTS, Athenaeum Rooms, Temple
Row, Birmingham; to whom also Post Office
orders and cheques or bant drafts, must be
made payable.

The Editor cannot undertake to acknowledge
privately the receipt of letters or remmittances.
The time and money which this practice
would consume are not at his disposal.
Correspondents will find their communications
acknowledged on the cover.

Correspondents would confer a favour by
observing the following rules, particularly when
they write anything intended for The Christadel-
phian: 1, write plainly, especially when the
names of persons or places are dealt with; 2,
leave liberal space between the lines; 8, avoid
cross writing; and 4, use really black ink.

Communications for the Intelligence depart-
ment should be in the hands of the Editor by
the 20th of the month at the latest; and as much
earlier as possible. *3Τ They should be written
on ONE Bide of the paper only. In reporting
immersions, as much information as possible
should be given respecting the individuals, so
that brethren everywhere may feel introduced.

Contributors placing any special value on
papers they may write for the Christadelphian,
will please retain copies of them, as the Editor
cannot undertake to return them in case they
are not used.

Remittances may be sent in postage stamps
up to the value of 10s.; larger amounts are
preferred in the form of P.O O. or bank draft,
the cost of which may be deducted from the
remittance. The letter accompanying the
remittance should always specify distinctly what
the money is for, and whether the books have
already been had, or are to be sent.

Correspondents sending newspapers containing
matter they consider worthy of notice, will
secure attention to it, by marking it distinctly.
If not marked, the paper is thrown aside from
want of time to go through it. A better plan
would be to cut out the interesting part and
enclose in an envelope.

Parties sending for books or pamphlets, or
back Nos. of any serial publication, would save
unnecessary trouble and disappointment if,
before sending, they would look at the list of
"Books in Supply," inside of cover. We often
receive orders for books that are sold out.

Purchasers of books must, in every case, pay
carriage, except when the price is stated to be
inclusive of postage, or the book or pamphlet
is post free. The omission of some to observe
this rule makes this notice necessary.

Orders will be executed with the utmost practi-
cable promptitude. Purchasers, however, must
not consider themselves neglected or forgotten if
delay should sometimes take place, as there are

many causes which occasionally prevent the
immediate despatch of parcels.

TO FRIENDS IN THE UNITED STATES
AND CANADA.

See the foregoing so far as applicable
The letter postage between England and the

States is now reduced to THREEPENCE per £-oz.
Orders may be sent direct to the Editor, and all
orders must be accompanied with the amount
required to cover them.

Paper dollars may be sent. In the list of
" Books in Supply," the American and Canadian
prices (post free) will be found inserted in
parallel columns after the English price.
The difference between the value of paper
money on this and the other side of the
Atlantic, accounts for the difference between
the English and American prices.

The postage on books to the States and
Canada is three times what it is from one part of
Britain to another. Parties remitting from the
States ani Canada will please remember this,
and avoid the mistake of adopting the English
scale.

TO FRIENDS IN NEW ZEALAND.
See the foregoing so far as applicable.
J. BROWN, Abbotsford, Greenisland, Otago,

New Zealand (acting as agent for Christadel-
phian works), will supply orders sent to him,
when the orders are accompanied with the
required remittance.

The price of books in New Zealand is ten per
cent, greater than at home. Purchasers re-
mitting to brother Brown will, therefore, add a
tenth part to the English price, and then add
amount required to cover postage from Green-
island, to their address.

Cjje
" He is not ashamed to call them brethren."--(Heb. ii, 11.)

FEBRUARY, 1870.

This we shall consider the strictly editorial
column. "We have felt the lack of such a
corner in past times, in which matters in
general, big or little, affecting the truth and
its operations, can be noticed in a free and
off-hand way, without the ponderousness of
" article'' matter; and at the same time
without the inconspicuousness and insignifi-
cance of little paragraphs in odd corners.

<£ Notes " on the cover have had to do duty
for this department; and it may not be ne-
cessary now to dispense with them entirely;
still, the principal things we have to say, we
shall say here.

To begin with, we bespeak attention to the
notices above, which, as indicated in'the'head-
ing, will be treated as permanent announce-
ments, to appear every month, subject to
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such alterations as circumstances may impose.
Due acquaintance therewith on all hands,
will save trouble and make the machinery
work smoothly; and the machinery is now
attaining to such proportions, that really
it is a necessity to secure smooth and easy
working.

Our contents this month afford increasing
variety, but the same quality of spiritual
fare that has appeared on our monthly table
for time past. By spiritual fare, we, of
course, mean something more robust than the
effeminate sort of article which, by this
either unbelieving or superstitious generation,
passes current for "spiritual." We don't
mean the soft talk of " pious" flavour which
counts as religion with a generation drunk
with the wine of the Harlot. We don't mean
the weak watery outflow of the sentimental-
ism of the natural man who knows not the
things of the spirit of -God; but who mistakes
the natural motions of his upper brain for
the workings of light divine within; and—
deceiving and being deceived—clothes it with
a garment of sanctimonious phrases of remote
Bible extraction, and palms it on the world as
the truth of God. We mean the truth revealed
in the holy writings, apprehended clearly,
appreciated warmly, and spoken vigourously,
without fear or favour.

First on the list, our readers will find the
first of a series of interesting articles by Dr.
Thomas. The articles were published in
pamphlet form twenty-five years ago, by
way of rejoinder to Alexander Campbell, who,
in a widely circulated address, endeavoured
to sneer down the Dr.'s arguments against
natural immortality. The articles are known
to but few of the present generation, and will
therefore be read with as much relish as if
fresh from the Dr.'s pen. They constitute
too valuable an exposition of divine truth to
be allowed to sleep in the corner. Our readers
will doubtless be thankful for their re-publi-
cation'; and who knows but ultimately they
may take a more permanent place among the
publications now at the command of the
truth ?

Next, a narrative of Chinese travel seems
to throw light on the whereabouts of some
portion at least of the lost ten tribes. It is
interesting to have evidence of their existence,
though, in the absence of all evidence, faith
would reason thus: " God has promised to

restore the ten tribes of Israel to their own
land. What God has promised, He is able
to and will perform, however much appear-
ances may be against it; and therefore the
ten tribes are in safe keeping somewhere."—
Our relation to God in prayer is the important
topic treated of in " Sunday Morning at the
Christadelphian Synagogue, No. 17"—a
subject which must have a vital place in the
understanding and affections, before the truth
can be of any ultimate use to the believer.—
" Almost and altogether a Christadelphian,"
is an interesting and encouraging illustration
of the power and progress of the truth. Such
instances, thanks be to God, are not so rare
as they once were. They are doubtless des-
tined to become common. May the word of
the Lord have free course, and be glorified,
and to this end, let every true man and
woman put their hand to the work—some in
one way, some in another—striving together for
the faith of the gospel, in obedience to the
last recorded commandment of Jesus: " Let
him that heareth, say Come." We may
state that it is intended to publish " Almost
and Altogether a Christadelphian," in tract
form, for general circulation.—The continued
narrative of the Dr.'s British travels on
behalf of the truth, requires no more than
mention to secure a speedy and delight-
imparting perusal.—Some interesting particu-
lars will be found in " Old M.SS of the
Bible," and "Answers to Correspondents"
may be found to contain profitable reading.
In the "Intelligence" department will be
found the usual supply of refreshing news
from divers parts, concerning the truth's
operations, which have attained such a
wonderful increase and vigour within the
last few years.

THE (ECUMENICAL COUNCIL.

The false prophet is incubating blas-
phemy, and plotting designs against the
world. Blasphemy is his trade; but he is
about to push it to its utmost extremity of
daring, and proclaim himself personally
infallible. There is a little difficulty
about it. Some of the minor incarnations of
diabolism, whom he is at present incon-
veniently obliged to make use of, in the
hatching and promulgation of his decrees,
make some demur to the proposition as
practically involving their [own abolition.
They naturally argue that if they make the
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Pope personally infallible, there will be no
more need to convoke bishops and cardinals,
when a new piece of infallibility is wanted,
seeing the Pope will be able to do it all
himself! There is, however, a large party
in favour of the absurdity, and it is not
unlikely, that with their assistance, the Pope
will be able to put the finishing touch to
the superstructure of sin which, on the seven
hills of Rome, has lifted its accursed head
to patient heaven for a dreary night of
centuries. Practically, the enormity has
existed from the beginning of the system.
The Pope has been regarded as infallible to
an extent that leaves little for his ambition
to desire. Alteration will be one more of
theory than anything else. The way of it,
heretofore, has been this: the infallibility
has been held to attach to the " church"
aggregate in council; the Pope, as the head
of the church, has been regarded as the
infallible interpreter and mouthpiece of the
church's infallibility. Theoretically, his
infallibility has been restricted to the con-
structions he might put upon what the
church had decreed, but this gave him a
margin of almost unlimited authority.
Theoretically, he could not promulgate a new
dogma, without convoking the church to
discuss and pronounce in favour of i t ; but
the elasticity of his power of interpreting
decrees, already promulgated, gave him,
practically, the position it is now proposed
to give him, theoretically. It is proposed to
declare him personally infallible, and thus
set him above the " church" from which,
heretofore, he has been supposed to derive
his infallibility. The adoption of such a
theory will mark the last stage of ripeness
for destruction. They cry " peace; " they
boast that the council, which was convoked
at a time of political disquiet, has assembled
under circumstances of profound tranquillity.
It is noted that the fires of Vesuvius, active
recently, have recoiled before the presence of
the "fathers," and the infatuated old gen-
tleman who happens for the moment to fill
the chair of the Man of Sin, shouts, in his
presumption, " the church is STRONGER THAN
HEAYEN ITSELF ! " "When they shall cry
peace and safety, then sudden destruction
Cometh." The immediate future is black for
Rome. A very cauldron of divine indigna-
tion is waiting to engulf her. It would be
no surprise if destruction should come upon

her while her pillars and head men are
gathered from every clime, under the shadow
of the Vatican. Assuredly, the hour of her
judgment is near, even at the door ! Strong
is the Lord God that judgeth her! Blessed
are they who, in every sense, " Come out of
her," hating even her "mark," which is
paraded now in all the shop windows of
England that deal in such ware—that they
receive not of her plagues, which, very
shortly, will become the wonder of the
world.

THE EASTERN QUESTION.
The Viceroy of Egypt, menaced from

Constantinople, has drawn in his horns for
the present. He professes humble obedience.
He evidently thinks the moment inopportune
for pushing his claims, and has accepted the
Sultan's ultimatum, which required him to
surrender the ships and armaments he was
getting up on his own account, and also the
power to borrow money in his own name.
But, we are informed by the telegrams that
he is tardy in suiting action to the word, and
that the Sultan, uneasy at the non-appearance
of the ships he promised to give up, has sent
to know the reason why. The Viceroy's
answer is that he is waiting to know exactly
how much they cost him so that he may know
how much to charge the Sultan ! It is added
that the answer was " perfectly satisfactory !"
The following remarks of the Echo are to the
point:

" If the subject were not so serious, we
could laugh at the ignorance of Eastern polit-
ics displayed by our contemporaries this
morning. The telegram announcing that
the Khidiv has swallowed Aali Pasha's
sugared pill may be true enough, but there
is nothing in this which should make them
rejoice as though peace had gained a great
victory, when no single cause of the irritation
has been removed. If the Daily Telegraph,
which sings the loudest, and therefore
the most ridiculous paean, intends to
give way to similar ecstacies of rejoicing
on every occasion when a hole in the
Eastern question is thus darned by the
fingers of Western diplomacy, there may,
within the next few days, be one or two
occasions for further expressions of this
futile joy. There was never any danger of
war unless England and France willed it.
They did not will it. The Khidiv insulted
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the Vizier by replying to his despatch, not
from Aali Pasha s words, but from those of
the British Ambassador. Turkey is used to
eating leeks; the Grand Vizier swallowed
this one, and now the Khidiv eats another»
That is all. The cruel waste, the ruinous
armaments which erowd about the theatre of
the Eastern question, are growing larger and
bolder. The Khidiv, who makes this sub-
mission, so easy to the flexible backs of
Easterns, does not relax one atom of his
purpose that Egypt shall be independent of
the Sultan. Nothing can be worse than the
actual condition of the Turkish Empire. We
cannot share the feelings of those who seem
delirious with joy because another patch has
been added to the rotten edifice.—Dec, 1869.

RESURRECTION, SOULS, & THE ADVENT.

[%* "Answers to Correspondents''' crowded ouW]

T. C. N.—"Now that the dead ARE raised."
— (Luke xx. 37)—calls attention to the fact
of resurrection which the Sadducees denied;
and has no reference to the time. The tense
of the verb is indefinite. Jesus and the
Pharisees agreed as to the time recognised
in connection with the doctrine of resurrec-
tion : thus (JESUS), " I will raise him up at
the last day"—(Juhnvi. 39), which, as we
learn from Paul, is when " the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout." — (1
Thess. iv. 15, 16; 1 Cor. xv. 52) : — ( T H E
SADDUCEES) "Whose wife SHALL SHE BE in
the resurrection ?" The matter in dispute
was the fact that resurrection would take
place at all.—" The souls OF them that were

slain"—(Rev. vi. 9)—is an idiom for the
persons themselves. A reference to the Con-
cordance will show this. That it is not
intended to teach the invisible soul-entity of
the popular theory, is evident from the dis-
tinction which (hypercritically treated, as it
needs to be to support that theory,) it makes
between the "souls" and the individuals.
Supposing the contrary were for a moment
admitted, there would arise the difficulty^—
that whereas we discourse of the soul of a man,
the spirit σ/a man, and the body o/"a man, we lose
all conception of the man himself, and all means
of detecting his (in that case) volatile identity.
"Behold 1 come AS A THIEF"—(Rev. xvi. 15)
is not in conflict with the testimony of Paul,
that " the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven WITH A SHOUT, and with the TRUMP
OP GOD."—(1 Thess. iv. 15.) The first, as
will be seen by the context, describes the
relation of the advent to the nations of the
earth, who when it occurs, are mustering for
" the war of the great day of God Almighty,*'
and who will be unconscious of the presence
of Christ inthe earth,till made to feel it in the ad-
versities of war; the second refers to the bearing
of that event on the household of faith. An
illustration will be found in the typical exper-
ience of Israel. " The thunderings and the
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and
the mountain smoking," (Ex. xx. 18) were
manifestations to Israel alone in connection
with their interview with the Deity, prior to
marching under Joshua to the conquest of
Canaan. The world at large were ignorant of
the " terrible sight," which made even Mosee
quake on Sinai.

DE. THOMAS'S VISIT TO BEITAIU.

CONTINUATION OF NARRATIVE BY SISTER LASIUS.

ON Wednesday, December 8th, we bid. adieu
to the friends at Sale and Manchester and
departed for the city of Edinburgh, about 200
miles distant in a north-easterly direction.
The route lay through a level of country, until
passing Oxenholme Junction, where the level
surface began to rise, and became diversified
with cone-shaped hills and wooded vales.
Here and there a little stream escaping
through the rocks had been frozen while
falling; others more sheltered, still flowed
quietly through the valley below. After
more than six hours' ride, we reached Edin-
burgh a little after four p.m., and found some
of the brethren and sisters awaiting our
arrival. They welcomed a3 and accompanied
us to the apartments which had been chosen
for our use, arrived at which, several of the
eisters kindly received us to a cheerful
fireside and a tempting repast. Reminiscences
of the past were recalled; some, carrying us
back both in time and in distance. Jhe
progress of evettteMevelops progress of idea

ad of character. The natural is the basis of

the spiritual; both require development and
growth, but the spiritual must often grow
upon the ruins of the natural.

On Sunday, December 12th, we met with
the brethren in the Temperance Hall. Several
brethren were present from Tranent, in-
creasing the congregation considerably. After
breaking of bread, the Doctor spoke from the
words of the apostle John to the little
children, and young men, and fathers in
Christ; exhibiting the characteristics of each,
their duties and responsibilities. The evening
lecture was announced to be delivered in
Cockburn-8treet Hall, a place reckoned to be
capable of holding 300 persons. The place
was filled on the occasion. The week-day
lectures were delivered in Phoenix Hall,
Melbourne-street, at which the attendance
averaged about 150. No active opposition
was manifested from the outside, nor yet any
decided acquiescence to the things which
were spoken. A sort of armed neutrality
seemed to prevail, accompanied with a desire
to hear more—a condition of mind natural to
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the cogitative and cautious. The week-night
lectures were given but once a week,—on
Wednesday evening. This was an arrange-
ment of the brethren in consideration of the
prolonged tour preceding the visit to Edin-
burgh. They desired that the Doctor should
husband his energies for future exigencies,
and also that he should be at liberty to
bestow some attention to their immediate
spiritual necessities, which were of a some-
what urgent kind demanding careful
attention. For the consideration of these, a
gathering of some thirty brethren and sisters
took place twice a week at the house of one
or other of said brethren, where knotty points
or rather points which had become knotty by
microscopic treatment, were taken up. The
deliberations which took place suggest the
reflection that the most minute of the thoughts
of the Deity are far above the profoundest
reasonings of men, and are to be approached
with reverence and godly fear, demanding a
ready acceptance on the part of those who
come to learn of Him. The Lord has said,
*' Come and let us reason together," but this
reasoning is to be understood as conducted
upon the basis of faith and child-like confi-
dence in our minds towards the word of God.
To reason on this wise implies a certain
amount of acceptance; a disposition to receive
every word of the written testimony, although
our minds may not be able to grasp some of
its more subtle mysteries, or explain, some of
its hidden meanings. The child does not
stay to query or investigate the errand on
which it is sent; Abrahamic faith is of this
sort. Abraham being called of God to leave
his kindred and his father's house, asked no
questions, presented no doubts, simply
believed and obeyed—arose and went; and
this disposition was counted to him for right-
eousness. May we all be able to attain this
child-like faith, " endeavouring to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."
" He that loveth life and would see good
days, let him depart from evil and do good,
seek peace and pursue it." The pursuit of
peace involves a liberal outlay of self-sacri-
fice ; but surely brings its reward in the end.
All good things are worthy of the labour put
forth to attain them.

On Sunday morning, December 26th, the
brethren met, as usual, in Temperanoe Hall.
After the breaking of bread, the Doctor spoke
from the 1st epistle of John iv. chap.—
dwelling specially on the exhortations to love
one another, and abide in the doctrine of
Christ; quoting, " Know ye not that Christ
dwelleth in you, except you be reprobates ; "
and proceeding to show that there are two
indwellings in our spiritual life, Christ
dwelling in us, and we dwelling in him: that
Christ cannot dwell in us bodily, but as
saith the apostle, " Let Christ dwell in your
hearts by faith." The doctrine of Christ
understood and believed, is the beginning of
the formation of Christ in the heart, after

which, the person is introduced into Christ,
by being baptized into Him. By a continued
imbibing of knowledge and wisdom through
his word, we become the subjects of a gradual
growing up into Christ, and our hearts and
minds become gradually expanding receptacles
of His Spirit; and, " Except the Spirit of
Christ be in you, ye are none of his."

About six o'clock, a storm of wind and
snow set in, and the prospects of an audience
at the evening lecture were rather doubtful,
unless it was to be presumed that such an
interest in the subject had been awakened as
would lead people to brave the discomforts of
the weather. About 150 proved to be of this
stamp so far as attendance could be taken as
an indication. The 1st chap, of Heb. with a
few verses also of the 2nd, formed the basis
of the Doctor's discourse. He preached
Christ unto them—Christ, in his relation of
son to the Father, and Lord over his own
house, whom the angels were called upon to
worship; as it is written, " When He
bringeth the first-begotten into the world,
He saith, and " let all the angels of God
worship him." At the time of his birth, we
read that a multitude of the heavenly host
praised God and gave glory to the Highest,
portending "peace on earth and goodwill
toward men." He pointed out that although
the angels are now so far superior in nature,
power, and might to ourselves, yet in relation
to the inheritance of the saints upon earth,
they are ministers sent forth to minister, or
do service for those who shall be heirs of
salvation. While Jesus was here, angels
ministered unto him, attended his resurrec-
tion, and finally escorted him to the Father's
right hand ; and are now attendant upon his
commands, doing service in mundane affairs,
directing affairs among the kings of the earth,
shaping events with reference to the purposes
of Deity in relation to His land and His people.
Thus was " all power and authority given
unto Christ, in heaven and on earth ; " and
in view'of His exalted position, and supreme
authority, the apostle proceeds to a conclu-
sion, saying: "Therefore, we ought to give
the mere earnest heed to the things which
we have heard, lest at any time we should
let them slip; for, if the word spoken by
angels was stedfast, and every transgression
of disobedience received a just recompence of
reward, how shall we escape, if we negleot so
great salvation, which at the first began to
be spoken by the Lord." Special attention
was called, in conclusion to the interrogatory,
" How shall we escape if we negleot.so great
salvation," &c, desiring each individual to
put it to himself, and answer if he could.

The four weeks allotted for our stay in
Edinburgh being ended, the Doctor went for
one Sunday to Galashiels; and then to
Tranent; little towns within easy reach of
Edinburgh. On Thursday, 13th, the first of
three lectures arranged for in Tranent, was
delivered in a hall attached to a public house,



60 rKTELLlGENCE. ("The Chrietadelphfan,
L Feb. 1,1870.

where the other lectures were also given.
More than a hundred persons attended the
opening discourse. On Sunday, 16th, a
goodly company assembled, morning and
afternoon. Several of the brethren and
sisters from Edinburgh were present. The
room was quite full in the afternoon.
Commencing at 4.30; and after the manner

of Paul, the Dr. preached " Christ and
him crucified," quoting the words " I de-
termined not to know anything among you,
save Jesus Christ and him crucified; but
pointing out that preaching Christ was not
confined to facts concerning his death, his
nailing to the cross, or his entombment in
the grave.

INTELLIGENCE.

BIRMINGHAM.—There have been five im-
mersions during the month, four of which
appertain to Birmingham. For particulars
of the first case, in which a special interest
Was felt, we must refer our readers to an
article elsewhere appearing, under the title,
" Almost and Altogether a Christadelphian."
The other cases were HELEN WOOD, a sister
in the flesh to sister Wood, of Fazeley, whose
hands are thus strengthened in her efforts to
uphold a testimony for the truth in her
neighbourhood; E*ZRA MILLS, (21), book
maker, formerly neutral; EDWARD FIELD,
(29), electro-plate worker, formerly Baptist;
attending Mount Zion Chapel, Newhafl-st.,
Birmingham, for upwards of twenty years,
being half of the time a member of the
church; he says he has " turned his back
upon the motley crew of so-called worship-
pers in hope of immortality, in the age to
come;" CATHERINE BLUNT, (19) daughter
of one of the brethren, formerly orthodox.

A number of brethren have commenced
weekly lecture meetings at a class room,
remote from the centre of the town, which
they have hired in the hope of extending
the influence of the truth. May the
blessing of the God of Abraham attend
their endeavours. The exercise cannot fail
to improve themselves, even if it should
not result so powerfully as might be wished
upon the ignorant in the neighbourhood.

The quarterly meeting of the ecclesia was
held on Tuesday, January 4th, when, after
tea, there was a large muster of the brethren
and sisters. The report read set forth the
following statistics: additions during the
quarter, 13; withdrawals 1; exclusions 1;
present number of the ecclesia, 143 ; highest
attendance at the table, 92; lowest, 64;
average, 79. An analysis of the attendance
(showing how many times certain numbers of
brethren and sisters had been at the table
during the quarter) was read by the A ssistant
Secretary, brother James, by whom it was
contended that the figures did not show that
average regularity of attendance which would
exist if a high sense of duty were more
generally prevalent. His remarks were
supported by others, by whom it was argued
that attendance at the table was not a matter
of choice like attendance at ordinary meetings,

but a matter of obligation to Christ. The
financial report showed the total ordinary
contributions for the quarter £24 8s. 6d.;
special collection towards cleaning hall, (now
to cease) £7 7s. 7|d.; largest ordinary weekly
collection, £2 8s. 0£d.; smallest ditto, £1
10s. 6|d.

At the close of the meeting, the Editor
made two communications to the ecclesia
which he thought the time had arrived
to make, referring to matters with respect to
which, curiosity and some anxiety had for
several months existed, but concerning which,
no positive announcement could be made.
The first was that Dr. Thomas had finally
decided to remove his residence from the
United States to Britain, and has charged
the Editor with some of the arrangements
incident to the transfer. The removal cannot
be completed without a return voyage by the
Dr. across the Atlantic, which will probably
be accomplished in the approaching summer.
He will take up his residence at Olton, in the
neighbourhood of Birmingham, which is the
most central position that could be chosen,
geographically considered—a matter of some
consequence when it is considered that the
Dr. may have to fulfil future lecturing en-
gagements in the country. The choice is
the Dr.'s own, and is in the interest of the
truth, for the reason stated, and also because
it will liberate Birmingham for the procla-
mation of the truth in the country. Bir-
mingham is an important centre of popula-
tion—comprising a population of nearly
400,000—and has yet to be operated upon
more powerfully by the truth's testimony.
In a sense, the presence of the truth is
scarcely felt yet in so vast a community.
A little rough scaffolding has been laid down
for building operations: this is about all
that has been done. When Birmingham is
stirred by the truth, the influence will be felt
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throughout the country. This is exempli-
fied in other matters. Birmingham cannot
be neglected, then, and Dr. Thomas's
presence is a guarantee against neglect, and,
therefore a step sanctioned by sound dis-
cretion.—The second announcement made
by the Editor was that through the arrange-
ments of the friends of the truth, in divers
parts, he would be enabled to continue the
Christadelphian, and to devote himself
wholly to the conduct of it, and to the
service of the truth generally. The reproach
which some were inclined to cast upon such
a position, he repelled by asserting his right
to accept employment on the paper he liked
the best. The unfriendly critic had no ob-
jection to the Editor's taking a situation on
a daily paper, on which he would have to
slave away his energies in ministering
to the gossiping appetites of unjustified
sinners — the Gentiles. Why did they
object to his "taking a situation" on a
monthly paper, whose influence was to
purify and encourage the saints, and en-
lighten the ignorant unto life eternal?
Simply because they belong to the Gentile
party while making a pretence of belonging
to the saints. The case is entirely against
them. It is a question of writing in both
cases; the difference is in the subject and
obj ect. Those who insist on the Birmingham
Daily Post being preferred to the Christa-
delphian, evidence that, in spite of their
professions, they are no friends of the
truth, but the servants of the flesh, in which
all their thoughts, and schemes, and friend-
ships begin, continue, and end. With such,
we have no connection. We disregard their
enmity; we desire not their favour. Our
face is set; our purpose is fixed; the truth
is our guiding star. To the croakings of the
miserable creatures that roost in the sides of
death's valley, and flap their clammy wings
at the passing pilgrim to life eternal, we give
no heed. We shall gird up our loins, and
hold on our way, uninfluenced by the counsel
of the ungodly. This position the Editor
explained would involve his frequent absence
from Birmingham, but would not necessarily
injure the cause of the truth, for reasons
hinted at above. He should, however,
contrive to spend the Sunday in Birming-
ham as often as possible, bestowing the time
required by other places out of the week
days.

EDINBURGH.—Brother Gascoyne, writing
January 19th, says :—" Our respected brother
Thomas has come and gone. He left for
Wishaw this morning by the 10-20 train,
accompanied by sister Lasius and brother
Martin. No doubt you have been fully posted
as to their proceedings during their stay here.
Our meetings have been numerous, and I
assure you the Doctor has not spared himself
in his endeavours to present the truth in his
usual clear, forcible manner. It has (at
least to me) been a season of real enjoyment,
I trust not without profit. My only regret
is, that his stay was of such short duration,
I wish him with all my heart, " God speed."
You will be pleased to'learn that on the 22nd
of last month, we immersed three into the
saving name, in the presence of a number of
the brethren. We also had an addition to
the ecclesia in brother Peter Graham, from
Greenock, who is now residing in Edinburgh.
We have a few intelligent enquirers, who I
have no doubt will soon be in a position to
identify themselves with that sect which
is everywhere spoken against.—We have
sustained a great loss by removal of brother
and sister Ellis to Glasgow, where they have
begun business. Yet although we feel much
the loss for our own sake, we trust the
change may be the means of doing much
good in Glasgow.

FAZELEY.--(SeeBirmingham Intelligence.)
Sister Wood now has company in the faith.
The obedience of her sister is the first-fruits
of the labour bestowed on Fazeley. Others
are giving heed to the word, and more than
one is likely to obey. The formation of an
ecclesia is a likely result. The Editor again
lectured on the 12th ult. The room was
full, and as there were no disturbers present,
the attention was great; subject: "The
Second Appearing of Christ." Brother
Whit comb, of Birmingham, had a good
hearing on the following Sunday.

GLASGOW.—(See Edinburgh Intelligence.)
It is to be hoped the removal of brother Ellis
to this place may prove the advent of better
days for the truth, which here has been
wounded in the house of its friends. Let
there be nothing unequivocal in the start.
A good foundation is of great consequence in
building, whether the house be of inanimate
stones or living stones.

GRANTHAM.—Agreeably with the invitation
referred to last month, the Editor visited
Grantham on Saturday the 15th ult., for the
purpose of turning to account the facilities
provided by the brethren (Wootton and
Turney) in conjunction with the gentleman
mentioned last month,—Mr. W. J. Spriggs,
for the proclamation of the truth. Three
lectures had been announced to be given in
the Public Exchange,—one on Saturday
evening, a second on Sunday afternoon, and
the third on Sunday evening. Grantham is
a comparatively small plaoe of some 12,000
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inhabitants. Consequently large meetings
were not expected. The smallness of the
population, however, is compensated for in a
religious point of view, by great activity of
dissenting and, as was stated, Papistical zeal,
which, though not at all according to know-
ledge, is useful as a fulcrum on which the
lever of a lecture can work to good advantage
in the elevation of the truth. The first
meeting was moderately attended. There
might be 150 persons present. The bulk of
the auditors were disposed to listen attentively
to the "new and strange" matters submitted
to them, but there was a cotery of zealots at
one side of the room, who had evidently at-
tended for no good purpose. They were of
the Methodist branch of the apostasy, and
of the quasi-clerical order known in that
body as "local preachers,"—a class of men
who combine all the Scriptural ignorance of
the clergy with all the rudeness and partizan
zeal of the uneducated rough. These men
began to indulge in exclamations of dissent,
and ejaculatory interrogatories. Their rowdy
spirit was caught up by a few others. The
Editor answered some of their questions.
This only emboldened them in their rude-
ness, led to uproar. The uproar, however,
was not all-prevailing. The lecture pro-
ceeded, though in a broken manner, and
some were impressed with what they heard.
The efiFect of the interferences of the adversary
was to excite the meeting, and give the
matter greater noise out of doors, which
resulted in bigger meetings subsequently.
Herein is a great advantage of uproar, if
there is anything worth hearing, and there
are people whose attention needs to be aroused.
The second meeting (Sunday afternoon) was
nearly double the size of the first, and notwith-
standing the Sabbatarian professions of the dis-
turbers, the uproar was worse than ever. Quite
a number of persons were irrepressible in their
propensity to interfere. Their interruptions
developed a double increase by causing
people who wanted to hear, to shout in the
hope of obtaining order, and by exciting to
disorder such as sympathised with the objects
of the disturbers. Thus the confusion waxed
worse and worse. Still the Editor struggled
on till brought to a standstill by a Methodist
local preacher of the name of Pearce, getting
up to pierce the lecturer with a resolution of
condemnation. The editor objected to the
proceeding as an unconstitutional interference
with the liberty of free speech. The audience
had been invited to hear a lecture : they had
accepted the invitation, and their duty
was to sit still and listen. The local preacher
persisted, and having somewhat of a stentor-
ian voice and the sympathies of a large
portion of the audience at his back,
he succeeded in obtaining a hearing
for his resolution, which of course, was
"carried unanimously," so far as a vote
all on one side, in which those repudiating
the proceeding took no part, could be said to

do so. The Editor observed that having thus
given vent to their displeasure, he hoped
they would be able to hear the rest of the
lecture in patience. The local preacher rose
and said, that having passed the resolution,
they were bound to leave the meeting or
remain perfectly quiet, and with singular
inconsistency, he then sat down and composed
himself to hear the lecture out, and everybody
else did the same, although they had con-
demned the lecture as an effort of the devil!
The fact is, the resolution, which had been
carefully prepared beforehand, was a mere
manoeuvre to check-mate the lectures, from a
newspaper point of view; for it was to be
published in the columns of the local newspaper
as the unanimous deliverance of the meeting,
by which, no doubt, it was hoped to destroy
or at least weaken· the impression made on
the minds of the audience. The audience
heard quietly for some time, but the interrup-
tion broke out again, and by the close of the
meeting, there was a perfect storm—the
audience freely indulging in hisses, groans
and other uproarious manifestations. Several
possessed creatures came to the front of the
platform, and yelled and gesticulated in a
very formidable manner, so far as menace
went. The Editor smiled at them, and
descending among them, passed through
the midst of them to the door. No man
set on him to hurt, though there wanted not
the disposition. The little town was in a
regular stew of excitement, during the interval
elapsing to the evening meeting, which
was fixed for seven o'clock, in the hope of
catching the congregations as they dispersed
from church or chapel. At seven o'clock
a large assembly came together, about three
times the dimensions of the first meeting. A
hurricane was anticipated, but the event
disappointed everyone, some agreeably so,
others not. The meeting was profoundly
quiet, and sat rivetted for two hours, while
the Editor discoursed on the kingdom. There
were even occasional symptoms of " applause."
The triumph was great. When the Editor
sat down, Mr. Local Preacher got up and
again proposed his resolution. It was seconded
in a twinkling, and was about to be put with
the same hurry, when a gentleman by the
name of Hawkins, rose and said, if he was
the only dissentient, he must enter his protest
against the resolution. They had listened
to a lecture such as he rarely had the oppor-
tunity of hearing. It had been an intellect-
ual treat. What was more to the point, he
had carefully followed the lecturer in all his
Scripture references; and he must say that
nothing had been advanced that could reason-
ably be objected to. He would advise them
to beware of passing the indiscriminate reso-
lution which his friend Mr. Pearce had
proposed. If the lecturer was right, it might
be that by passing it, they w^uld be fighting
against God.—This speech, delivered by a
gentleman of influence in the community
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—a prominent tradesman and politician, and
a bosom friend of the proposer of the resolu-
tion—had the effect of taking the wind out of
the resolution. A few voted for it; and " on
the contrary" being put, nobody held up
their hands: so that practically it was a
failure, as it deserved to be, for it was a piece
of pure impertinence to test the sentiments of
a meeting known beforehand to be adverse,
and which had been convened, not to act as
a jury, but simply to hear a stranger's views
on Scripture topics. For results we must
wait. These will doubtless come.

LONDON.—Brother A. Andrew writes Jan.
15th—"On New Year's Day, the brethren
and sisters met at a social tea meeting, for
mutual benefit, and also for the benefit of
others, of whom there was a number present,
interested in the truth. After tea, addresses
were delivered by several of the brethren, on
definite topics:

Brother J. J. Andrew—" Some of the
controversial questions of the times solved
by the truth."

Brother Hayes—" The joys to be realized
in the kingdom, and the joys which their
present contemplation affords.'

Brother Greenwood—" The wisdom of God
in permitting evil for the purpose of evolv-
ing good."

Brother Leach—" The attitude which
believers in the truth should assume toward
non-believers."

Brother Watts t— " Various objections
brought against the belief and practice of
Christadelphians.''

This plan of speaking on definite subjects
was found to be very advantageous, as it
tended to prevent the repetition of the same
thing by several speakers, and to make the
meeting much more interesting and profita-
ble than it would otherwise have been.

" We have, as you remark, disposed of a

large quantity of literature in London. This

I have no doubt, is one of the causes of the

success which has followed the proclamation

of the truth here, during the comparatively

short space of time during which public

efforts have been made on its behalf. If every

ecclesia would keep a good supply of Christa-

delphian literature at their place of meeting,

to supply on the spot the wants of persons

interested by the public exposition of the

truth, it would be found more effectual than

leaving people to the unassisted effects of a

lecture. Many a one who hears the truth

for the first time may be struck, but having

no opportunity of providing himself with

something printed, goes away, and takes no

further interest in it; whereas, if a stock of

books is kept and exposed to view, an inter-

ested person is induced to purchase, and thus

take away something which keeps alive his

interest, and leads him to look into the truth,

the result of which, in the case of an intelli-

gent and candid mind, is inevitable. The

more of our literature we circulate judiciously,

the more will the truth be likely to prevail."

—[No doubt of i t .—ED.]

The subjects of lectures for the month have
been as follow:

January 2nd.—(Brother Bosher.)—" The
Coming of the Lord Jesus: its absolute
certainty, and its paramount importance to
all who desire to obtain eternal life."

January 9th.—(Brother J. J. Andrew.)—
" The Thief-like Advent of the Bridegroom :
an event unexpected by the world at large,
but earnestly longed for by all true disciples
of Christ; and the signs of its approach."

January16th.—(Dr. G. S. Hayes.)—u The
Coming of the Son of Man as the judge of
the quick and dead, to reward obedient
believers of the gospel, and punish the
disobedient."

January 23rd.—(Brother J. J. Andrew.)
"The Return of God's Son from Heaven,
as a king and priest, to abolish the papacy
and all existing state-churches, and establish
a new state-church based on the truth,
extending over the whole earth.

January 30£Λ.—(Brother J. Watts.)—
" The Rising of the Sun of Righteousness
upon a world sunk in ignorance and super-
stition, to dissipate the gross darkness
covering the earth, and introduce the bright
millennial day of universal righteousness."

Writing on the 24th inst., brother J. J .
Andrew says " Our ecclesia has just suf-
fered its first loss from death. Last night,
sister Thomas, who has beeD confined to her
bed for nearly four months, by consumption,
breathed her last. She has been in the truth
about fifteen months, and, during that time,
has always manifested great earnestness in
regard to it. Her faith in the fulfilment of
God's promises remained strong to the last,
and she died in full assurance of a resur-
rection at the appearing of him who styled
himself " the resurrection and the life."

MALDON.—Brother C. Handley, writing
January 13th, says that the brethren, think-
ing that the attendance at their meetings
might be increased by using placards in ad-
dition to that painted board outside the
chapel, have commenced the practice of doing
so, announcing names and subjects for par-
ticular days, and they find their expectation
realised. Brother Bosher being commercially
in the neighbourhood, lectured on the 23rd
ult. to a fair audience.

NOTTINGHAM.—There are matters to be
reported from this place, but we have not
received full particulars. The Editor being at
Grantham, 24 miles beyond Nottingham, was
invited by the brethren to stay in Notting-
ham on the return journey and lecture. This
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he did on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs-
day, January 18, 19, and 20. On the first
day, there was a tea meeting before the
lecture, at which about 80 brethren and
friends were present. At the lecture, there
was a largely increased audience, which was
smaller on the second night, but again
increased on the third night. The lectures
were given in the ordinary meeting place of
the brethren. There are several intelligent
and devout people enquiring their way, who
will doubtless find the happy destination of a
confident settlement on the rock of truth.

The intelligence referred to above has
partly come to hand. It is to the effect that
CHARLES TUCKER, frame-work knitter,
formerly Church of England, was immersed
during the month, and added to the ecclesia.
There has been a business meeting of the
ecclesia, at which reports were read, but
none of the statistics in the reports, (which
would, doubtless, be generally interesting)
have come to hand.

TRANENT.—Brother Cornwall writes Jan.
21st, as follows:—" Our long-looked-for visit
of brother Thomas has come at last. He
arrived on Thursday afternoon, 13th. That
was the night of our first lecture. He again
gave two lectures on the following Sunday
to attentive audiences, which may be said to
have been large, when we consider the oppo-
sition which the truth has received at the
hands of the clergy. There would be fully
200 present in the forenoon, including fifty-
eight brethren, of which number thirty-nine
were of our own ecclesia, the remainder ι
being visitors from Edinburgh and elsewhere. [ farmer
In the evening there would be fully 250.
Our hall was densely filled. All were cheered
and delighted with the Dr.'s exposition of
the great salvation, which rivetted the
attention of all, and we hope enlightened
the understanding of not a few. We now
wait in expectation of the fruit of our beloved
brother's labours amongst us. The brethren
were gladdened to find the Dr. so energetic
after his long and continuous labours in
proclaiming the great salvation, which he
does as no other can. Our only regret was
that his stay with us was so short,
affording the brethren no opportunity for
mutual conversation, on some of those
important matters, that pertain to the
'* faith once delivered to the saints."
Our annual social meeting took place on
Monday, when almost all the brethren came
together, and a number also of those who are
enquiring after the truth, in the expectation
of brother Thomas being present; but in this
they were disappointed, as he had left by the
morning train. We, however, spent a
pleasant evening together. After tea, one of

make known the truth. After noticing the
opposition these efforts had encountered, he
made tl̂ e encouraging announcement that
they had not been in vain, as they had resulted
in five confessing the name, in the obedience of
the truth, during the twelve months, making
our present number in fellowship forty-one.

CANADA.

INNERKIP.—Brother Malcolm writing
Dec. 6th, says " We persevere in our testimo-
ny for the truth. There has been no addition
to our number lately, but there is a prospect
that some will shortly join themselves to the
saving name in this community. The
ecclesia has thought it a duty to withdraw
from one brother on the question of
resurrection and judgment; and also its
suppport from the Marturion, on account of
the course it has pursued of late."

NEW ZEALAND.

CAVESHAM, DUNEDIN.—Brother W. W.
Holmes, writing October 27th, says " Bro-
ther John Brown (Abbotsford, Greenisland)
has paid a visit to Tasmania, principally in
the cause of the truth, having his eldest
brother and family there, whom he particu-
larly desired to show the way of salvation.
He spent a month away altogether, distribu-
ting books and tracts, and speaking to
various persons, with what results we cannot
- •J ' " . . Since my last to you,

had effect near Christchurch,
rsion of WILLIAM MURPHY,

has been brought about
by brother W. N. Gorton,

two years ago to journey in that

yet tell.

| in the

Totr ^
whom he has good hopes. The learned
divines are roaring in their dens in South-
land, but the Christadelphian babes in
Christ, recently brought into the fold, are
able to confute them. My last account from
the neighbourhood was that nine other
persons had come forward in a tractable
manner, and were likely soon to become
obedient."

UNITED STATES.

YATTON, (Iowa.)—Brother J. K. Speer,
riting in the beginnin f J

p g g a, one of
the brethren gave a short review cf the efforts
that had been made during the past year to

writing in the beginning of January, says :
" On the evening of the last day in 1869,
(viz., last Friday night) eight persons were
immersed into the name. They had long
been in search of the way of life, and now
rejoice in hope with the original six at
Yatton. Perhaps, this is now the largest
ecclesia west of the Great River. They dide Great River. They did
not go into the water, believing [the foolish-
ness of the Gentiles"

g e
ness of the Gentiles.

WILLIAM H. DAVIS, PRINTER, BIRMINGHAM.
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He (Jesus) chat sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one (Father) ;
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them BRETHREN."—(Heb. ii. 11.)

" For the earnest expectation of the creature waitethfor the manifestation of THE
SONS OF GOD."—(Rom. viii. 19.)
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IMMORTALITY, HEAVEN AND HELL 5

THE UNSCRIPTURAL CHARACTER AND HEATHEN ORIGIN OF POPULAR DOGMAS

DEMONSTRATED; AND THE TRUTH CONCERNING THESE THINGS EXHIBITED.

BY DR. THOMAS.

SECTION II,

Dogmas of the " Wise Men," " Scribes," and " Disputers" of the Apostolic Age.

1.—THE Oriental or Gentile philosophers of Asia, taught that the earth,
originally dark, was constituted and populated with men, and the lower
animals by one DEMIURGUS, a deity of a subordinate nature and rank to
the Supreme Being, whom they styled BUTHOS, and who inhabits the
AiooN PLEROMA, or Everlasting Region of Light.

2.—They taught, that after he had formed men, Demiurgus communi-
cated to them "particles of the Divine Essence ; " which particles are the
immortal souls of a kindred nature to the Deity, and without which, though
living men, they would have remained destitute of reason and uninstructed,
except in what relates to mere animal life.

3.—They maintained, that while he continued in this world, man was
compounded of two principles, acting in direct opposition to each other :
the one, an earthly, corrupt, and vitiated body ; and the other, a divine
soul, derived from the region of purity and light.

4.—That this pure, intelligent, etherial and immortal soul, being
through its connection with the corrupt and vitiated body, confined as it
were within a prison of matter, was constantly exposed to the danger of
being involved in ignorance, and acquiring every sort of evil propensity
from the impulse and contagion of the vitiated mass by which it was
enveloped.


