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THE AMBASSADOR
01 the Coming Age.

« A wicked Messenger falleth into mischief, but a faithful Ambassador

is health.”—Prov. xiii, 17.

No. 55. JANUARY, 1869. Vol. VI.

DR. THOMAS'S EXPOSITION OF THE APOCALYPSE.

By the time this meets the eye of the reader, the majority of those who
have subscribed to the third volume of FEureka, wiil have had the
volume in their hands for several weeks, and will have sufficiently
inspected its contents to be able to form a judgment on the merits of
the work, as a whole, which is now in their hands in an entire form.
It is not necessary to say much on the subject in this place. We
cannot, however, allow the occasion to pass without indulging a little in
those terms of congratulation in which a gratified state of mind is prone
to express itself.

We, individually, esteem it a cause of deepest thankfulness, and
experience it to be a source of satisfaction amounting to happiness, to
have had our lot cast in a day when the Apocalypse has been the
subject of such an exposition as is contained in the three now
published volumes of Eureka; and we will be presumptuous enough to
imagine that this must necessarily be the sentiment of every genuine
lover of the truth. We are aware that it is not in harmony with the
spirit that reigns in the cultivated society of the present time, to
indulge in such sanguine expressions, or to entertain such confident and
cordial feelings on such a subject. Mutual deference and compliment is
the order of the day in matters of religious thought.  Delicacy of
feeling is carried to such a pitch, that to express a confident judgment
is considered rude. This is, doubtless, to be attributed, as much as
anything, to general incapacity to form a valuable opinion one way or
other. Universal mediocrity and incompetence find consolation in
universal and mutual respect. By this, it is enabled to keep its
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countenance and feel respectable in its attainments. It disturbs this
retined atmosphere of self-complaeency to assert a confident conviction.
It is reputed to savor of quackery for a man to declare a cordial belief
in antagonism to the views of current mediocrity.

Doubtless, it will be considered vulgar to say of Fureka that it is the
only satistactory exposition of “ Revelations” that has been given, or
can be given. Yet we will be bold to say that this must necessarily
be the verdict of every rational mind sitting down te a canvass of the
whole subject on its merits, in the kght of the trmth affirmed in the
things God has declared by his servants, the prophets and apostles, in all
the Scriptures. It is a matter of evidence. Ewrekls is no charlatan
exposition. It is no begging argument. 1t is no mere feat of
speculative ingenuity. It does not mistify and perplex, or resemble the
guess-work which fills the pages of the majority of attempts to explain
the Apocalypse, by which, as 2 rule, the book is left more unsatisfactory
than ever, and the whole subject of prophetic exposition brought
into disrepute and ridicule. It is a careful, scientific analysis of a
divine enigma in the light and By the means of the clues supplied by the
awthor of the emigma, as cool, logical, and obvious as a surgical
demonstration. 1t is a rational process of identifying facts, discovering
and elaborating evidence, establishing premisses, and evolving con-
clusions with the cold and literal precision of mathematical rules.
There is no fanaticism ; indeed theve is scareely the warmth which such
topics might naturally excite. There is, on the contrary, a transcendant
sobriety, indicative of the clear hcad and steady hand accustomed to
difficult operations of logical surgery.

And the results are truly commensurate with the faculty employed.
The Apocalypse is exhibited in an aspect of dignity and importance,
which contrusts strangely with the position it is made to ocempy im
ordinary books of Apocalyptic exposition. It is made the interpreter
of the past and the revealer of the great future that is at the door. The
present is clothed with a sense of divine reality, which is little excited
in the mind by ordinary history and experience. The reader is
made to feel himself within the compass of a vast scheme of Divine
Providence, which has been slowly unfolding itself in all the ecourse
of human affairs of men for the past eighteen eenturies, and which
reaches forward to a definite era of life and light. He is enabled to feel
in the dark stand-point of the present life, the ennobling conflux of a
mighty past and a measureless future, as reflected in the enigmatical forms
exhibited to John in the isle of Patmos seventeen eenturies ago. He is
enabled to take his bearings in the apparently trackless ocean of time
over which he is sailing  Eureke does for its generation what Sir Isaac
Newton did for the mariner. It places a man in such a mental relation
to before-perceived, but not understood, objeets of the Apocalyptic firma-
ment, that he is able to extract from them information of his where-
ahouts in the apparently bemighted jomwrney he is running. The
scripturally-enlightened reader is made to feel himself in the company
of generations past, who have trodden the same unpopular path of
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obedience to the word, in defiance of the authorities represented by the
Beast, False Prophet, harlot, and other sybmols of the Apocalypse. His
faith is strengthened ; his ardour, strongly excited; his enlightenment
increased, and his mind in every way exercised unto godliness, with a
vigour that is bracing in the extreme, Eureka is a breeze of truth that
comes from the high hills of prophetic vision upon the nearly-
stagnant atmosphere of the plains of ignorance below, blowing away
the sultry vapours and dispersing incipient disease. Itis a temple of
light, resplendent with the hues of precions stones: in the courts of
which, those who love the light and the truth will often be found

This may sound fulsome, and, no doubt, will be simply disgusting to
those who do not appreciate the matter in hand; but it is the honest
expression of a sentiment that we repeat cannot fail to be inspired in
every mind qualified by discernment (which means a conjunction of
capacity with knowledge) to appreciate the merits of this great work.
And with no regard for the cowardly fear or dishonest scruples which
hamper some in the acknowledgment of their indebtedness, we can
thank God from the very bottom of our hearts that he has, in this our
time—just before the doors of the kingdom are closed—raised up such
a man as Dr. Thomas, through whom His word hasbeen redeemed from
slight, and mystery, and blasphemy, and placed high above the clouds of
apostasy as a clear beacon light, to guide wandering steps from the
paths of darkness to the source of light and life and love.

In a literary point of view, Eureka will stand by the side of any
human composition. It presents the rare combination of logical power
with poetic faculty. The combination is visible in almost every
sentence. The diction is erisp and brilliant, and some passages reach
the point ot sublimity—not the sublimity of exclamation which some
writers mistake for sublimity itself. There is no tragic ejaculation ; no
acting, but that deep and powerful current of sublime ideas, which, in a
gilded barque of fitly chosen language, carries the reader on with
exciting progress along the mental stream, without disturbing the
sense of security, but giving the passenger all the while to feel that he
is in a safe craft, under powerful steersmanship.

Fureka will never be appreciated in this generation on its merits,
except by a very few. DBy the wonder-working evolutions of Providence,
it is kept out of the literary irmament of the present evil world, and
confined, in its inffuence and its appreciation, to that unknown
community whose position, in relation to the present constitution of
things, is indicated in the condition of Jerusalem, as it was exemplified
in the experience of its great head and founder, Jesus Christ, who was
an outcast.

Tn respect even of the qualities for which the thinking part of the
world puts a value upon productions of the mind, Fureka would take a
great position, but the circumstances of the time prevent its excellencies
becoming known; and the probability is, it will share the fortunes which
have fallen to the truth in all ages. It will remain obscure only to be
kicked when known; sharing the misfertune of the truth, it will,
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doubtless, like the truth, shine forth in splendour when Jesus arrives
to overturn the systems of darkness, religious and politieal, which now
rule the world, and to establish 2 new administration of human affairs
in which, doubtless, instruetion in the history of the past, as connected
with the working out of God’s purposes, will form a part of the people’s
education —Epiror.

THE PREFACE TC THE THIRD VOLUMIE.

Tur Apocalypse has now been-before the world 1,770 years. Sinee its
first appearauce among the Seven Ecclesius of Asia Minor, there have been:
various short expository notices of certain parts of the prophecy by some
of the earlier overseers of the Christian community, who flonrished
from about the middle of the second to the middle of the third
centuries ; such as Justin Martyr, Irencus, Tertullian, Hippolytus, and the
Pseudo-Sybilline Oracles.

The earliest essay at a systematic exposition of this wonderful and
ingenious prophecy now extant, is one by Victorinus, overseer of an
ecclesia at Pettau, in Pannonia, who was put to death in the period of
the Fifth Seal, or “ten days’ tribulation ” of the Diocletian persecution,
from A.D. 303 to A.D. 313.

The next hundred and sixty years, extending from the accession of
Constantine to the wounding of the Sixth Head of the Deast, and the
manifestation of the Seventh Head upon the Seven Hills, several scribes
belonging to the Laodicean Apostasy, enthroned by Constautine as the
religion of the Roman State, bestowed upon their contemporaries some
bewildering speculations by which the prophecy was intensely
darkened. These were the ecclesiastical historian fuscbiis; the tutor
of Crispus, murdered by his father, Constantine, the chief bishop of
the Apostasy, named Lactantius; Athanasius, Hilary, Cyril, Iluphrem
Cyrus, Chrysostom, Jerowme, dugustine, and Lychonius, who was said to be
a Donatist, reclaimed from Donatism by Augustire.

After these came certain Latin expositors named Primasins, Bede,
Ansbertes, Haymo, Andreas, Arethus, and Berengnud. These flourished from
the wounding of the Sixth Head, and in the period of the rising of the Ten
Horns to "AD. 1,100. These were no more luminous in their
expositions than their predecessors. They failed to discern the signs of
their own times; and either endorsed the foolishness, or made more
manifest the impenetrable obscurity of them that preceded them.

Anseln,  Joachim, Abbas, Albertus Maguns, Thomas Aquinas, * the
angelic doctor,” Pierre d’Olive, and Walter Brute, followed after them;
and set to their hands in the work of making darkness visible. They
Iind no misgiving as to the divine origin of the Apoealypse. In this
Luther, < the great Father of the Reformation,” who came after them
in the 16th ¢enrury, was not in the same assurance. He had doabts of the
genuinencss of the Ayocalypse as an apostolic or inspired book ; though
he came at length, when he pereeived how it might be wielded aguinst
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his late master the Pope and papacy, to hold his doubts in abeyance,
and presumptuously to venture upon its exposition,

But this “ great father” made out no better than the Laodiceans
who preceded him. « The Mighty Angel,” says he, ¢« with a rainbow and
a little bitter book is Popery: the open book being that of papal
laws, given to John to eat!” The Seventh Head he supposed to be
Spain ; while the three frog-like spirits depicted papal sophists, like
Faber, Eck, and Emser, stirring up opposition to what he called
gospel.  His conceptions of the millennium were as cloudy as those of
Jerome and Augustine, who could see nothing in it but the triumph
over Satan in the hearts of true believers! In short, to men in the
fog, even the truth itself is foggy, but where the light within is not
darkness, all things are bright and resplendent. Jerome, Augustine,
and Luther did not understand ¢ the truth as it is in Jesus,” nor the
voices fof the Old Testament; it was impossible, therefore, that they
could discern the import of the Apocalypse, which is “the Mystery of
the Deity as he hath announced the glad tidings to his servants, the
prophets.”—(Apoc. x. 7.) Luther was a useful anti-papal element of
“the earth that helped the woman” in her tormenting witnessing
against “the god of the earth;” bat, as a guide to the blind, and a
teacher of babes in the way of salvation; or an expositor of
Apocalyptic mysteries, his incompetency was only second to the Pope
himself.

In the 16th century also appeared as apocalyptic expositors,
Bullinger, Bale, Marlorat, Foxe, Brightman, Pareus, Ribera, and Alcasar.
Bullinger interpreted the ascent of the witnesses of the ascent of their
departed spirits entering Paradise! Hedated the millennium from Christ’s
ascension, or from A.D. 60, when Paul speaks of the gospel ‘having
been preached to every creature under heaven,” or from A.D. 73, the
date of the destruction of Jerusalem. In either case, of course it has
long since passed away. Bale commenced it at Christ’s ascension.
From these two may be learned all. 1t was only a question between
them of more or less foolishness. Ribera and Alcasar were Spanish
Jesuits who sought to expound the Apocalypse so as to deliver the
Papacy from any identification with its symbols. Alcasar’s Commentary
was the result of over forty years’ study; but a worshipper of the
beast might study it twice forty years, and at the end thereof his
speculations would not be worth the paper consumed. The true
meaning of the Apocalypse is accessible only to the brethren of Christ,
and the fellow-servants of the apostle who keep the sayings of the book.
All others will prove but vain and fanciful theorists, with whom the
secrets of the Deity are never found.

Next after the area of the Lutheran rebellion against Papal authority
came Mede, Jurieu, Cressener, Bossuet, Vitringa, Daubuz, Sir Isaic Newton,
Whiston, and Rishop Newton. Mede first published his Clowis
Apocalyptica in 1627, and his Commentary in 1632. He was regarded by
his contemporaries in England as a man almost inspired for the
exposition of apocalyptic mysteries. And assuredly in comparison of
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all his predecessors who had written upon the subject, he was a great
light shining in thics and incomprehensible darkness. In several
important points he much advanced the science. He interpreted the
prophetic periods on the year-day principle; made the resurrection and
ascension of the witnesses an ascent to political eminence; made the
Sixth Head under which John lived, the imperial Cmsars; adopted
Aartewvos as the beast’s name and number, explained the sun of the fourth
vial of the German Dynasty, as the chief luminary in the Papal
Imperial system; indicated Rome as the threne of the beast upon
which the fifth vial would be poured; interprered the drying up of the river
Euphrates as the exhaustion of the Ottoman power; and coincided with
Justin, Irenseus, and others of the earliest date, in the first resurrection,
being the literal resurrection of the saints to be developed on Christ’s
coming to the Antichrist’s destruction ;: after which the millennium will
be introduced. This is quite refreshing after all the absurdity to be waded
through in the writings of fifteen hundred years.

Jurieu, who wrote in 1865, indicated the death of the Witnesses as
occurring in that year; and that they would lie dead and unburied in
the street of the great papal city or empire, which he judged to be
France, where, of course, their resurrection and ascension would ensue.

Cressener seems to have been the first, who, in my judgment, rightly,
in 1690, concluded that the Seventh Head was the Ostrogothic, which
continued but a short time: the eighth being the revived secular
imperial, confederated with a Roman ecclesiastical head, somewhat
as under the old emperors; that is, the secular Western Emperors
combined with the Popes. The Image of the Beast he makes to be the
Roman Church, and the name Aavewos.

Vitringa’s exposition was no improvement upon Mede, Jurieu, and
Dr. Cressener. IHe was a spiritual Millennialist, whose future age
was to be characterised by a thorough evangelization of the world, by
what he regarded as ¢ the Church,” which wounld then answer to the
New Jerusalem! Alas, for the world if its evangelization depend upon
the ecclesiastics of Vitringa’s church! He was a very learned man,
and well versed in the wisdom current a hundred and fifty years ago;
but in apocalyptic intelligence, his wisdom was the foolishness of a
babe.

Daubuz, who published in A.D. 1720, was about as luminous as
Vitringa, which is not saying much for the result of his apocalyptic
labors.

Sir Isaac Newton published his brief commentary in A.D. 1783,
appended to his treatise on Daniel. Many of his opinions were very
crude. He generally agreed with Mede, but not always. The five-month
period of tormenting in Apoc. ix, 5, 10, he expounds as 1 have done, as
signifying two periods of 150 years each, or 300 years for the times of
the Saracens. The “ hour-day month and year” he reckons to signify
391 years; namely, from Alp Arslan’s first victories on the Euphrates,
AD. 1063, to the fall of Constantinople, A.D. 1453. Generally
speaking, his commentary was not equal to his reputation.
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Whiston, Sir Isaac Newton's successor in the Mathematical Pro-
fessorship at Cambridge, combated the opinions of others without
shedding upon the subject any particular light of his own, save that
the seven vials ought to be deemed contained in, and the evolution of
the Seventh trumpet.

When the great French revolution cansed the astonished world to
shake to its foundations, a shock was given to the minds of men
whose vibrations have not subsided. The murdered witnesses, slain by the
sanguinary Bourbons, had started into life, and ascended into political emi-
nence, as Mede had taught his readers to expect. This and the coincidence
also, that this ascension was exactly 1,260 years from the epoch of the
delivery of the saints into the hands of the episcopal element of the
Little Horn, by Justinian, in A D. 583; all concurred in arousing
some to a renewed and earnest study of the prophetic word. Prominent
among these was Mr. Bicheno, who published his “ Signs of the Times,”
in 1¥93 His writings were interesting, though abounding with many
speculations proved fallacious by the lapse of time.  One thing,
however, he did which should not be forgotten. He shewed that the
three days and a half during which the two witnessing prophets were to
lie unburied in the platea of the great city, should be interpreted as
three lnnar days and a half of years ; and that Jurieu, therefore, was right
in his conjecture that their death ensued A.D. 1683.

Since Mr. Bicheno's time, several writers on prophecy have risen up.
Of these mav be mentioned Irving, Faber, Keith, Cuninghame, Frere,
Bickerstetk, Elfiott, and others. But I am not aware that they hgve
added anything that woumld at all increase the intelligibility of
the Apocalypse. Of this I am well assured, that from the days
of Justin Martyr, in the beginning of the second century, to the
publication of Mr. Elliott’s elaborate commentary, there has been
produced by no writer, a systematic and thorough exposition of the
Apocalypse that will stand the test of Scripture, history, and reason
enlightened by the truth. Ifthere were ever such a work, it is certainly
not extant. A perusal of a digest of their apocalyptic speculations has
convinced me that none of them, from Justin. Martyr to Eliliott,
understood the prophecy. With ne ether guides to the blind than these,
it is not to be wondered at that men should give the Apocalypse the
go-by, and, with a reviewer in a London weekly, conclude * that nothing
1s more ridiculous than for any one to arrogate to himself the power of
interpreting the prophecies contained in Daniel and the Revelation;
being convinced that it would require as divine and miraculous an
inspiration to interpret and apply those prophecies as was necessary 1o
utter them.” This is the conviction of the general public, which, like
the public of the third century, that had no ear for what the Spirit said
to the ecclesias, pronounced it “without sense and without reason,” and
denied that it was even a revelation. If so, then the man that
composed it was the most extraordinary genius of the ancient or
modern worlds. But it is not necessary to defend the Apocalypse at
this erisis. The Constitutien of Europe fer the past thousand years
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which it so accurately exhibits, is evidential of its inspiration. It was
revealed to be understood by the uninspired; and that it can be
understood by them is proved to a demonstration by the three volumes
of Jureka, which are now, through the munificence of a few
CuristaperpHIANS, who desire to understand this neglected portion of
¢« theWord,” and have confidence in the author’s ability to expound it,
in the author’s ability to expound it, in the hands of their fellow-
servants and brethren, I claim no “divine and miraculous inspiration;”
yet, I maintain, that whatever failures others may learnedly have
accomplished, the exposition I have given in these three volumes,
however “ridiculous” and ¢ arrogant ” it may be considered to affirm
it, cannot be set aside by a fair and candid appeal to the testimony of
Jesus, political geography, and the truth of history.

Since the publication of the second volume, and even since the writing
of the third was finished, events have been progressing steadily and
stealthily to the appointed end. The most striking characteristic of
the times is the neglect, or indifference to, tending to the repudiation
of, the PusrLic Womer oF Eurork, apocalyptically styled «the Mother
of Harlots, and all the Abominations of the earth.” The “ women” with
whom the Lamb’s Virgins are undefiled.—{Apoc. xiv. 4.} Behold the
changed policy of the Two-Horned Beast of the Earth, since the
overwhelming defeat of its hosts at Sadowa. This power that formerly
gave life to the Image, enabled it to speak, and caused that as many
as would not worship it should be killed, has now taken almost all the
life out of it, so that it can no longer speak in terror to the worshippers
of the beast in all the Austrian Empire. Territorial continuity with
« St Peter’s Patrimony” being interrupted, through the intervention of
the revolutionary kingdom of Italy, the Concordat, the political bond
between “His HoLiness” and ¢ His Apostolic Majesty” is dissevered,
and the worshippers of the beast are freed from the audacious
inspection and profane decrees of the “Eves like the eyes of a man,
and the MouTs speaking great things and blasphemies.” Inspired by
“ the Spirit of the age,” which is *“ the Spirit of Life from the Deity
that entered into the slain prophets, who ascended to power in 1789,
the Reichsrath, or Imperial Legislature of Austria, practically abolished
one of the seven sacraments of the Church of Rome in authorizing
“civil marriage.” Besides this, it proclaimed ¢liberty of worship”
to all sects; and has taken the education of the people out of the
Liands of an accursed priesthood, and given it to schoolmasters of their
own choice. By the Concordat the Roman-Pontiff-King was above the
emperor in all the spiritual affairs of the Austrian Empire: throughout
which all such things were * given into his hand > as absolutely as when
Justinian made him ¢ Head over all the Churches ” of his estate. But
behold how great a reverse of fortune hath befallen the ¢ Un1vERsAL
Bismor” in this False Prophet section of his dominion. What doth
all this mean? What else than that the 1335 and 1260 years of his
ascendancy from the times of Justinian and Phocas, are come to an end?
and that he is doomed no longer to ¢ practise and prosper,” to the ruin of
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the saints, and the quenching of the Spirit of the Age, which is
a spirit of Liberalism, and of democratic hostility to the old original
order of things in church and state—a spirit that may be impeded, but
cannot be extinguished till the manifestation of Tur ANciENT oF Davs.

Then, if we turn our attention tv- Spain, the “ Most Catholie,” from
which the virtuous and immaculate IsaBELLA, the last of the infatuated
and atrocious Bourbons, the ensanguined murderers of the saints, hath
so recently been expelled, what see we there? Do we not behold the
spirit that rose and ascended to power in 1789, notwithstanding all its
misfortunes and frequent discomfitures, triumphant in 1868? The
virtuous, pure, and most catholic daughter of His Papal Holiness, his
last and most devoted friend among the Ten Horns, driven into exile at
the end of 1835 and 1260? A letter from Spain to La Liberté, dated
Sept. 22nd, says: ¢ Isabella has lost her throne. She seized it in
1839, supported by the Spanish Liberal party, which, in 1837, made her
procluim the Constitution, which suppressed les seigneuries, les droits des
aines, and tithes. It was this party which caused her to sell the
mortmain property, suppress privileges, shut up the convents, sending
away with a pension 30,000 monks useless to the country, and hurtful
to public prosperity. But as soon as the Queen was married to Prince
Francis of Bourbon, in 1846, reaction gained the upper hand every-
where. All the conquests made by the Liberal party were lost again.
In 1863, Conservatives, Progressists, and moderate Liberals wished to
resist the action. Marshal O’Donnell, the head of this party,
recognized Italy, and promulgated several Liberal laws in 1866. The
Revolution was vanquished. O’Donnell could not profit by his success;
for, to the great amazement of everybody, he was suddenly replaced by
Narvaez, two days after his victory. Since then, all the constitutional
system has disappeared; and Spain is in the same condition as if Don
Carlos and his ideas had triumphed in 1840.

¢ The Queen has become the humble servant of the Pope. All Spain
nearly burst with langhter, when, a year ago, she read the papal letter
announcing to the whole world that Pius IX, sent the ¢ golden rose’ to
Isabella, in recompense for her virtues and the purity of her life !

“The struggle has now begun between the Liberal and the Reac-
tionary party. Everything would incline one to believe that the latter
will be beaten ; for, in fact, the Liberal party, composed of all shades
opposed to absolutism, form a very compact whole.”

Here is the last pillar of the papal throne levelled with the dust.
While yet upon the throne, the same correspondent wrote, “ the clergy
is above the Queen.” But where will they be now that the spirit of '89
has driven into exile the humble servant and most catholic daughter of
the UniversaL Bisaop, the lambskin-invested wolf of the Seven Hills ?
Will Louis Napoleon now be able to send 40,000 troops through
Isabella, to garrison Rome and protect the Pope against Italy, while he
combats Prussia for the Rhenish frontier of France? May we not
rather expect that the Spanish section of “the Revolution” will ally
itself with the Italian section, and revive the work with renewed encrgy of
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¢ hating the Harlot and making her desolate and naked, and eating her
flesh, and burning her with fire?” Further developments will soon
illustrate this point in the Roman Question; though it is not to be
expected that Rome will become the capital of any other dominion
than is enthroned there. No Ninth Head can constitutionally exist
upon the Seven Hills.

And what see we in England ? We behold there the Spirit of '89 in
its British manifestation, carrying out the principle of hatred and
desolation, ot stripping and eating, in regard to the Anglo-Hibernian
Harlot, a daughter of Rome, ¢ Mother and Mistress of All Churches,”
and sister to those other * Harlots ” of England and Scotland ““as by
law established.,”  This hating, desolating, stripping, eating, and
burning of ecclesiastical establishments has been a striking charac-
teristic of the past seventy-five years. The abolition of the Gallician
harlot is “only a question of time.” The world will progress until the
ignorance, superstition, hypocrisy, and spiritual wickedness in the high
and low places of old, worn out, ANTICHRISTENDOM, shall come to be
abolished by Christ and his Resurrected Brethren, whose apocalypse
is soon to be revealed. With all these signs of the times before the
faithful, well may they rejoice and lift up the head: for, assuredly
* their redemption draweth nigh,”

In conclusion, as the Corsican remarked concerning the leadership of
his victorious hosts, “it is the hand of God that leads my armies;” so,
when I consider the difficulties surmounted in the development of this
Exposition, I may truly affirm that the power of the Deity has
performed the work. The labour has been diffused over twelve years ;
but, if I had not well understood * tHE Gosprr oF TtHE Kinepom,”
which ‘is the power of God,” I might have contained in my earthen
vessel all the lore of ancient and modern times, and consumed twelve
years thrice-told in the study of its mysteries, yet should T have signally
failed, and have had to confess with Dionysius “that great bishop of
Alexandria,” as Eusebius styles him, that the words of the Apocalypse
were * too lofty to be comprehended by me.” 1 have been careful to
treat nothing as mnon-essential or unimportant because of apparent
difficulties. The work is now finished by ¢ the power” aforesaid through
my instrumentality—a work concerning which it may be said in the
words of an old Roman exile,

Eregi monimentum perennius cere :
this generation may not appreciate it, but one in the future wiil.

THE NAME oF THE BEAST AND THE NUMBER OF HIis NAME.—It was a custom to
indicate the names of objects of veneration, reverence or worship, such as gods, emperors,
masters, &c., by the nambers of their names, that is, by the sum total of the numerical
value of the letters constituting the name. Thus THOUTH, when the numbers of the letters
are added up, gives 1218, which was the number of the god’'s rame—the number by which he
was enigmatically known. The number of the power represented by the beast of Rev. xiii.
18, is 666, a number furnished by LATEINOS, or THE LaTIN KiNGDOM, the political name of
the Papacy.—See EurekaA 111, 366-73.
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SUNDAY MORNING AT THE OHRISTADELPHIAN SYNAGOGUE,
BIRMINGHAM, No. 12.

From Shorthand Notes by brother J. BUTLER.

THE DUTY OF CHRIST’S BRETHREN

IN RELATION TO THE

EXERCISE OF THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORAL FRANCHISE.

BELOVED BRETHREN AND SIsTERS.— Once
more we are assembled, to hold in quietness
and peace that festival of love and hope
which Jesus has instituted as the rallying
point of his people while he is away.
Certainly, in these times, it is a very great
privilege that we are able to come and
hold this festival; because, for the time
being, we are withdrawn from the toilsome
world, and seated in the calm presence of
God’s promises and of God’s revealed will.
There is an advantage in being able to
come face to face with these things,
particularly at a time like this, when all the
world around us is upturned with its own
excitement, and engrossed in its own
schemes, and when the things that are
of God are at the lowest possible discount;
for the truth, of which Jesus is the centre,
shines with a very dim light indeed in the
presence of the torch-glare of an English
clection; and we, who belong to the truth,
are considered fools because we choose to
stand apart from this busy work, waiting
in faith and pasience for the things that
God intends to bring about—for the
promised return of Christ, to do the things
which these men are trying to do, and
which they can only try to do, for do them
they never can. It is out of the power of
politicians to bless the world.  Even
supposing they could do all they seem to
imagine possible to be done. it would not
touch the rootof human misery. There is no
doubt that by means of sensible contrivances
and regulations, it might be possible to
cheapen food and increase employment,
and generally to multiply those substantial
advantages that are much set by in the
world, and which, in their proper places,
are unqualified blessings; but the simple
bringing about of these things would
not confer upon the world the real conditions
of well-being. Supposing, under the
leadership of the party which is most
prominent and most popular in the country
at present, everybody received higher wages
and was more plentifully supplied with the

l

good things of life, which is about as high
as political benefaction aspires to reach, or
can possibly reach, we should only have
an extension of the conditions already
existing in the well-to-do part of society.
And we have even to look at the state of
things prevailing among even the higher
ranks of society to see how utterly such
privileges fail in bringing about a true
state of happiness. Where is there more
secret crime, more false pride, more
disregard of God, more feasts and revelries
and wasting vanities, than among the titled
and the wealthy, who have more time and
money than they know how to use? And
who is more impervious to considerations of
prineiple? who is more unkind ? who is more
selish? who is more wretched than the
suceessfu commercial man of the day?
who, with much money and plenry to do,
is, generation after generation, finding out
the truth of Solomou’s verdict, “ that all is
vanity and vexation of spirit.’”> Those
bulls of Bashan, those great creatures of
success and sin who flaunt a pompous
presence in our busy streets and market-
places. are no better off as respects happiness
or purity than the more refined sinners of
the upper ten, And if this is the case
amongst those who have plenty, what
guarantee have we that the world would be
any better with a more general diffusion of
wealth than now exists ? I think it would
not be very difficult to show that a greater
diffasion of wealth, minder present circum-
stances, would involve a greater prevalence
of wickedness. The mass of the population
now is compelled by poverty to be quiet
and well behaved. The force of hard
circumstances acts as the lance on the full-
bred horse; it reduces the violence of
disposition which would grow with good
living, and curtails those evil acts which
would increase with greater opportunity.
But suppose they had plenty of every
necessary ; suppose they were so well to do
that it was not much an object to them to
gain their daily Lread, we shonld have a
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very different state of circumstances. We
have an example of what would prevail, in
those cases where working-men are now
able to earn £4 or £5 per week. What do
they do? In the majority of cases, as we
in this part of the country have evidence
of, they spend it in riotous living, and bring
wickedness and misery on all around.
Plenty of wealth would, doubtless, reproduce
the sin of Sodom en a large scale; and what
was her sin? [t is mentioned in Ezekiel
xvi. 49. “ Behold this was the iniquity
of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread
and abundance of rdleness was in her and
in her daughters; neither did she strengthen
the hand of the poor and needy. And they
were haughty and committed abomination
before me, therefore I took them away.”
Now even in her present condition with so
much poverty, misery and ignorance,
England is a very proud mation; she
delights in those national songs that pander
to the national vanity, by exaggerating the
national importance; and if she is proud
when she is poor, what would be the case if
wealth was general? Why, her pride
would increase to the dimensions which
characterized Sodom, and brought down
the burning vengeance of the Almighty.
‘We should have a state of things in which
there might be more animal enjoyment,
more crea‘ure luxury, but so far as moral
and intellectual excellence and true hap-
piness are concerned, we should be in a
worse position than we are at present, We
see this lesson taught in the fact that God
has chosen the poor of this.world as the
heirs of His kingdom. He has chosen
poverty as the condition of preparation for
those whom He shall deem worthy to be
entrusted with the administration of His
power in the age to come. And we may
depend upon it that if poverty were not a
good thing for such a purpose, poverty
would not be chosen. God is much wiser
than we are; and perhaps it is not difficult
to discern wisdom in this arrangement by
which His children are first poor, and
subjected to circumstances of slight and
adversity to begin with. By this they are
tried and developed, as they never could be
were they nursed in the lap of plenty.

So even supposing we were for & moment
to admit that these political world-doctors
could do all that they promise, we can see
that what they might accomplish would be
of very questiomable advantase. They
would bring about a state of things in
which evil would reisn to even a greater
extent than now. If people were rieher
than they are now, they would become

more lawless than now, more wanton, more
proud, more generally disregardful of those
principles whose acquaintance can only be
made in circumstances of adverersity.
There would be no fear of God before
their eyes. “Qur lips are our own;
who is Lord over us?”—(Psalm xii. 4.)
“We are the people who should make the
laws; we will dispose of the earth and all
things therein as we please.” Such would
be their cry. A spirit of Tower-of-Babel
democracy would become rampant, and we
should speedily have a state of things more
obnoxious in the sight of God than the
present, if that were possible. I do mnot
mean to say the present state of things is
well-pleasing to Him, far from it; only the
blood of well-fed wickedness is let out on
every hand. The wicked punish, frustrate, and
impoverish the wicked. God providentially
dashes one against the other, so that they
cannt combine to carry out those mad
schenres which in time would extirpate all
righteousness from the earth. The schemes
of the politicians, therefore, contain no
blessing for the world. But the scheme
with which we are identified is far different.
It is one that does really involve the
hizhest good for all mankind, and which
will develop, in course of time, realities of
glory and excellence far beyond the
brightest visions of the most sanguine
politician.  We are identified with &
government that is able to conceive and
carry out a government of unmixed blessing
we are identified with “another king, one
Jesus,” who will clear the way for true
reform, by overcoming &all kings, and
putting down all governments, and breaking
in pieces every dominion under the sun,
and who will then establish his authority
as the standard of universal law. Wheu
this comes to pass—when one king enforces
his power— when a righteous and single
despotism  brings wisdom, and love,
and power, to bear in the government
of the world, we shall see every difficuity
touched. There will be no social or
political problem too hard for solution or
too insignificant for notice.  Jehovah’s
king will be able to do what the poor
political tinkers of our day cannot do; he
will bring about an equal division of wealth;
he will justly diffuse and distribute the
abundance of God’s liberality, which is
now scantily and unequally divided by the
seifishness, and injustice, and impotence of
man, He will do more than that; because
mere plenty without wisdom to wuse it,
would not be a blessing.  Plenty with
wickedness is a curse. Lherefore he wilk
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do something which these men cannot do,
and never pretend to do, and never wish to
do; He will teach men righteousness by the
judgments of God in the carth. He will,
by a period of trial and great and
destructive judgments, train the nations of
the earth to recognize their subordination
to the Deity. He will enforce, as the first
law of the world, “glory to God in the
highest.” He will teach them that God
must be first, before there can be true
blessing. He will bring them to obedience
before he bestows benefit. He will teach
them wisdom, which politicians cannot do,
because they know not wisdom themselves.
He will teach them how to be happy,
which no human power can do. He will
teach them how to make a beneficent use
of things, which in the hands of wickedness
arc accursed; and he will abolish those
standing sources of misery and poverty, of
which political men complain, but which no
human hand can ever get out of the way,
viz., standing armies and immense fleets,
the maintenance of which absorbs a great
proportion of the world's wealth, and
embarrasses the operations of peaceful
indusiry. He will abolish them by
abolishing the necessity for them. Armies
and fleets owe their existence to the fact
that the world is divided among many
governments, each of which can only hold
its own against the rest hy the right of
might. Christ will put this plurality
system of government out of the way, and
erect a simple and absolute monarchy “by
divine right,” exercising supreme power
unquestioned throughout the earth, and
his iron hand will keep down all opposition
for a thousand years. He will thus bring
about the possibility of beating swords into
plough-shares, and spears into pruning-
hooks, and for that period will exhibit the
prediction of the prophets, and the hope of
saints, as a blessed reality. It isidle for
men to dream about such a thing now, at
best all expectations that it can be realized
in the present state of things canonly be
dreams. The facts are against them.
Political deceiversassure listening audiences
that the world is getting better, and is
getting towards the realisation of peaceful
principles, when actually there are more
armed men in the world now than there
ever have been in the whole course of the
world's history ! and there is a greater
tendency to, and danger of war, than there
ever has been in recent times! Theinercase
of these armaments going on before our
eyes, is itself a disproof of the fair speeches
and plausible theories by which they scek

to secure the votes of electors.

Now, witness how great a cause we are
on the side of, and you will realise what an
indignity it would be for any Christadel-
phian to be deluded by the glosses, and the
silver lies with which these men tickle the
ears of the people; and induced to lay
hold of the defiled machinery of electoral
power. Such a mistake would in some
degree be to compromise his position as a
son of God. It would be to play the
human reformer on the basis of the devil
Let us stand apart in the holiness and the
dignity of our position; as those who have
no continuing city, but seek for one to
come. It is true that the maintenance ot
this position involves present self-denial
and obloquy. It is not agreeable when
everybody is busy and enthusiastic, to be
looked down upon as a religion-warped
lunatic, nursing utopian dreams, and
letting the present substance slip. It is
not agreeable to be isolated in the corner,
and considered as belonging to those
whose society is to be avoided; yet the
eye of faith, the mind of conviction, the
soul that really and resolutely believes the
gospel, will have no difficulty in ¢ tiding »
over the trial, and in keeping a tenacious
hold of the invisible link of connection
between a suffering and degraded present,
and a glorions future—such a future as the
world has no conception of and can never
realise. It is only the mind of those whose
faith is weak, whose vision of the promises
of God is very dim, whose confidence in
the truth is faltering, that would hesitate
as to their duty insuch a crisis as this. No
doubt there will be some such; for there
are some whose faith is weak. But what
we must do is—for those who think them-
selves strong to help those that are weak
to envelope themselves in the mantle of
faith and spiritual vision, through which
the darts of the wicked will not be able
to penetrate, and within which they will
feel themselves to be calm and serene and
confident, when all the world is upheaved
with vain excitement, or a prey to well-
founded fears. The world desires and
believes in coming plenty and glory of its
own creation; butall its hopes are vain, Rest
and peace and blessing, will only come
from God, and in His own way, which will
be manifest in Jesus Christ at his coming,

So it is pleasant and profitable to come
round this table, and hold as it were, an
invisible interview with him who is the
centre of all our hopes, and who is the
instrument of all God’s designs to the
world. It strengthens us in our determina-
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tion to abide by him and hy his cause at
snch a time as this, when the association of
his name with the future affairs of the
world, is an occasion of langhter to the
fool. We remember that when he was on
the earth, he was all by himself: ke took
no part in political movements-—-he was
esteemed a madman, and of mo reputation.
His words to us are “ Ye are not of the
world, even as I am not of the world; if
they hate you, ye know that they hated me
before they hated you; if they listen to
my words, they will listen to you also.”
We know that they did not listen to his

cut off from the earth because he asserted
his kingship in antagonism to the authority
ot man He was crucified because he said
“I am the king of the Jews;” and the
culminating consideration with Pilate was
put before him by the Secribes and Phari-
sees, in these words: “If thou let this man
¢o, thou art not Czsar’s friend; for who-
soever maketh himsell a king, speaketh
against Ceesar.”  When Pilate heard that,
he gave him into their hands to be crucified;
and so we stand by the side of the crucified
Jesus, and we are prepared to be socially
crucified with him, and to have nothing to

words: he was an outeast, despised of men
and afflicted, whose gencration even was

do with the polling booth.—EbITOR.

A PRESENT CHRIST v. A FUTURE CHRIST.

REPLY TO A QUAKERISH ON

SLAUGHT UPON THE TRUTH

2

Being a Lecture delivered a* Whithy by ¥. R. SHUTTLEWORTH.

Tue present evening (Wednesday, July 15)
brings us to the promised review of a
paper read last Thursday evening, in the

that all those who now believe this
“ gospel of the kingdom.” and act up
faithfully to that belief, obedient to all

Reading Room of the Mechanics’ Institute, ’ that Christ when on earth taught,
by a wmember of the Society of Friends, ' shall reign for ever with him, in his
purporting to have been suggested by kingdom, along with Abraham, David, the
certain lectures delivered at the commence- | apostles, and all other good men of old.”
nicut of the year, by Mr, Roberts, of This is a brief but well-s:ated epitome
Birmingham, and entitled, “ A Present of the doctrine ot a Future Christ, as
Christ in contradiction to the doctrine of a - believed and taught by Christadelphians.
Future Christ. as taught by Christadelph- | As to how far Mr. Roberts succeeded in
ians.” The“Friend’s” owndefinitionofwhat | demonstrating these propositions from the
he heard from the lips of Mr. Roberts, will | scriptures of truth may be gathered from
not be an inappropriate introduction to the | the continuation of Mr. Sewell’s remarks,
snbject of our paper for this evening, which | which were as follow:—
we have designated “ A Future Christ, in “Mr. Roberts finished his course of
contradiction to the doctrine of a Present | lectures by an exhortation to faith and
Christ; being a reply to a paper, read by a | righteonsness. in  consideration of the
member of the Socicty of Friends.” | blessedness of the future life, as opposed
Speaking of Mr. Roberts's lectures, the ; to the paltry frivolities of the present,
¢ Friend '’ says, in his own words, “ During | which certainly commended itself to the
the first week in the present year, I attended | attention of all who heard him.”  Again,
some lectures delivered by Mr. Roberts, of | the Friend says, *There was nothing
Birmingham, the objectof which appearcdto | in the lectures I heard bui was well
be the propagation of the following senti- | supported by quotations from the holy
ments: “That Jesus Christ will come a @ Scriptures.and consequently whatevererrors

second time and reign on the throne of David /
in Jerusalem, as a king, in a strietly literal |
sense; during whose reign, which will be |
everlasting, all the promises made to I
Abraham and his descendants, ‘which in |
the literal sense in which he understands
them have not as yet heen wholly fulfilled)
shatl receive theiv accomplishueut; and

of omission there might be, there were ne
very manifest errors of assertion, aud the
conclusion arrived at by his process of
arcument scemed to be the natural logical .
result of the teaching of the particular and
isolated scriptare passages quoted, when
taken in the sense which such wevds
would convey in comincn couversabion.”
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The admission made by Mr. Sewell in this
guotation is all-important, inasmuch as
anything which can be presented to us by
uninspired men, necessarily derives all its
claims to be believed from the support it
receives from the Secriptures; and when I
speak of support, I do not refer to the
numerical number of passages which may
be adduced to substantiate a doctrine
sought to be proved therefrom, hut as to
its being the natural and logical teaching
of what is so brought to establish it. And
here 1 would guard you against a very
prevalent and disastrous error in reference
to the Scriptures, viz., that unscripturally
designated charity, which allows that
all manner of contradictory religions may
be proved, or receive countenance from
the Bible. If the Bible be the word of
God, then two contradictory propositions
cannot be proved therefrom. If the propo-
sitions submitted by Mr. Roberts in his
Lectures be demonstrable from the Bible,
then there is not a man living who can
demonstrate anything to the contrary
without making the Bible contradict itself,
and God a liar.  Again, the “friend”
says “I am by no means so certain as
some are—perhaps because I know less
about them—that the existence amongst us
of this new sect of Christadelphians, as
they have called themselves, is a fact very
much to be deplored. It is—so far as I
have understood them—an indirect, and
perhaps not intentioned, witness to a
great and important truth, that Christ-
ianity is not a question of morals or of
opinions, but of allegiance to the authority
of a king, and that king, Christ.” This
“ witness ” is true. Christianity is not a
matter of opinion at all. If we had had
no revelation of God’s purpose, it could
not but be matter of opinion; but we have
to thank God that we had such a
revelation, Therefore, Christianity is a
matter of taith, credence or belief, of what
God has promised, and this was never
more beautifully illustrated than in the
case of Abraham, who is the father of all
who believe: of whom it has been said in
reference to the covenants made with
him, “ And ke believed:in Jehovah, and it
was counted to him for righteousness.—
(Gen. xv. 6; Gal. iii. 6.) Now a man's
belief of God or otherwise is proved by the
identity of what he believes with what
God has spoken. Where this identity is
absent, belief, in such a relationship is
impossible.  “Fai:h,” says the apostle,
(Heb. xi. 1) “is the substance” (ground
or conviction) “of things hoped for.”

te, faith underlies hope, just as the
promise of God necessarily nnderlies both.
A man hopes for a thing when he believes
in the veracity of the promise ; and just
as faith precedes hope, so does a know-
ledge of the thing promised necessarily
precede bhoth. Knowledge or understand-
ing, then, is the first and great desideratnm
in the matter of salvation, and this is
evident from what Jesus says (Matt. xiii.
19): “ When anyone,”’ says he, “heareth
the word of the kingdom, and under-
standeth it not, then cometh the wicked one,
and catcheth away that which was sown in
his heart”  The same is also evident from
what Paul says (Eph. iv. 18) concerning
unenlightened Gentiles, ¢ Having, ” says
he, “the understanding darkened, being
alienated from the life of God, through
the ignorance which is in them.” On the
other hand, the practical utility and saving
eficacy of knowledge in place of opinion
(which is the mere thinkings of the flesh)
is illustrated in his description of be-
lieving saints.—Eph. 1. 18.) * The eyes,”
says he, “of yonr understanding being
enlightened, that you may Znrow what is
the hope of his calling, and what the
riches of the glory of his inheritance in
the saints.” Opinion can only exist
where knowledge is imperfect, doubtful, or
uncertain. Opinion based upon the unen-
lightened thinkings of the flesh (Rom. viii.
7, margin) is the parent of the present
multitudinous but conflicting ¢ Ecclesias-
cal”” systems of the so-called religious
world. The india-rubber faith, so current
at the present day, which can recognize
such an incongruous mediey of professors
and pretenders to Christianity as * Chris-
tians of all denominatians,” as the phrase
is, exceedingly il accords with that
specific, isolated, definite, unecomypromising
and antagonistic position assigned by the
Scriptures to those who held the true faith.
The Bible recognizes but ene denomina-
tion, called by Paul (Eph. iv. 4) the “One
Body,” which is a creation of the “One
God and Father,” shrough a testimony
given and believed: the same is the truth
and the gospel, preached alike to Abraham,
Israel, and the Gentiles, by the angel of
Jehovah, by Moses, by Jcsus, and by
the apostles, all of whom were empowcred
to proclaim the glad tidings by onc and
the same instrumentality: the one Holy
Spirit of Deity which dwelt in them; not
for the purpose of superseding any pre-
viously-written revelation of God’s will,
but for the object of adding thereto until
such times as the canon of Holy Scripture



16

A PRESENT CHRIST 7.

A FUTURYE

The Ambassador of the

CHIRTST. Coming Age, Jan. I, 1869,

ghould be completed in the last book of
Revelations, from which period forward
to the second appearing of Christ, if any
man shall dare to add further or to take
away from the words of the book, upon
pretence of having the Spirit of God, or
any “light within,” which he has not
received from the book, God shail take
away his part from the tree of life, and
shall add unto him the plagues written.
The one water-washed, blood-sprinkled,
spirit-begotten denomination of the Christ,
recognized by the apostle, has only one
faith, (says Paul, Eph. iv.) which unites all
its members in all ages, and throughout the
whole world,—in the Bible—stated one hope
of its calling. The same Bible-believing
community recognize only one Lord, who,
in the words of Nathaniel (John i. 49)
is “Son of God and king of Israel.”
Their relationship to things promised is all
through Christ, and is first a question, not
of morals, as Mr. Sewell rightly says, but
a question of allegiance to the Christ,
involving faith, repentance, or change of
mind, baptism, or immersion in water, and
a subsequent development of righteousness
or well-doing, which is the works, accord-
ing to which, every man sustaining this
relationship to Jesus will be judged. We
take exception to the question of allegiance
to Christ, as defined by Mr. Sewell, who
apparently conceives that it is in the case of
the saints, the present relationship of
subjccts to a king, who as such is
exercising his official jurisdiction over
them. This is a great mistake. Jesus is
not king, in fact, but only as yet King-
anointed. He is heir of a kingdom, for
which also he has like David been anointed
for some time previous to his ascension to
the throne. At present he is waiting the
preparation of the sitnation; he has gone
“into a far comntry so receive for himself
a kingdom, and to return.”-(Luke xix.
12.) The heavens must receive him until
the time of the restitution of all things.—
(Acts iii. 21.) Christ is now a high priest
over the household of God, but not a king.
‘When Jesus is king in fact, his brethren
also will be all kings and priests to God,
and reign with him 1,000 years.—(Rev. xx.
6.) The dominion of Jesus is to be
according to promise)—Isaiah ix. 6; 2 Sam,
7; Luke 1. 32, 3)—‘“upon the throne of
David and upon his kingdom, to order it
and to establish it with judgment and
justice for ever.”” This necessitates his
rerurn, and is in accordance with the
apostle James's interpretation of the
prophecy of Amos ix. 11 (Acts xv. 16,)

viz: “I will return and build again the
taberracle of David which is fallen down;
and I will build again the rnins thereof,
and I will set it up.” The subjects of
Christ's kingdom, therefore, are mot the
saints or the church, but restored Israelites
after the flesh, to whom shall be given the
first dominion, even to the daughter of
Zion, as saith the prophet Micah iv. 8;
from thence his dominion shall reach from
sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of
the earth, according to the testimony of
Jehovah in the lxxii Psalm. Christadel-
phians know from the word that Christ’s
kingdom, when established, will be cha-
racterized by righteousness and peace,
goodwill among men, and glory to God in
the highest; and, therefore, they never
conceive that the heap of spiritnal abomina-
tion, labelled Christendom, is Christ’'s
kingdom at all, and much less do they
pray the Lord to extend snch a kingdom;
but being joint heirs along with their
Elder Brother, the Christ, they pray, in
the beautiful langwage which he left
behind him, “Thy kingdom come, and thy
will be done on carth as it is in heaven,’
Christadelphians by no means deny a
present Christ in the Bible sense of such
a phrase. The word Christ signifies
anointed, and is indicative of an appoint-
ment to a kingdom (Luke xxii, 29), or
of an ordination such as Paul refers to in
his preaching to the Athenians, where he
says God hath appointed a day in the
which He will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom he hath
ordained.~(Acts xvii. 31.) A present
Christ, therefore, in the Bible sense of
such a thing, involves neither more nor less
than the present existence of an anointed
one, to whom has been given authority to
exeente judgment, and to adjudicate upon
the affairs of the world in the coming age,
and who, meanwhile, has entered into the
presence of God on behalf of his waiting
people, for whom he intercedes before the
Father as the high priest of his household.
Speaking of what Mr. Sewell designates
the illogicai parts of Mr. Roberts’s Lectures,
he says « The illogical part of Mr. Rob-
erts’s Lectures appears to me to consist in
the assumption. that such doctrines as he
taught were incompatible with the doe-
trines respecting a future life ordinarily
received by Christians of the present day.”
The “Friend” here labBurs under a
mistake, The assumption, so-called, is no
assumption at all, but the inevitable con-
clusion of the premisses logically worked
out. Mr. Sewcll would see this on a little
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reflection.

The doctrine of the kingdom and the
name of Jesus Christ, as unfolded to us in
the writings .of Moses, the prophets, and
the apostles, entirely negatives popular
religions teaching. Thus the Bible doc-
trine of the kingdom and reign of Messiah
is: That it is a divine political administra-
tion of human affairs, to be established
universally at the visible advent of Jesus
Christ on earth, with the object of
upsetting and superseding all existing
governments, and bringing the world into
subjection to God. This is evident from
the following: ¢ And in the days of these
kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed,
and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people; but it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall
stand for ever.”—(Dan. ii. 44.) ¢ And the
Lord shall be king over all the earth; in
that day shall there be one Lord, and his
name One.”—(Zech. xiv. 9.} “ Yet have I
set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.
I will declare the decree: the Lord hath
said unto me, Thou art my son; this day
have I begotten thee. ~ Ask of me, and
I shall give thee the heathen for thine
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for thy possession.”” Thou shalt
break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt
dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”—
(Psalm ii.)
shall strike through kings in the day of
His wrath.” —(Psalm cx. 5.) “For he must
reign till he hath put all enemies under His
feet.”—(1 Cor. xv. 25.) “ And the seventh
angel sounded; and there were great voices
in heaven, saying ‘The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our
Lord and of His Christ, and he shall reign
forever and ever’ ”-—(Rev. xi. 9) “I saw
in the night visions, and behold one like
the Son of Man came with the clouds of
heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days,
and they brought him near before him.
And there was given him dominion and
glory, and a kingdom,” that all people,
nations, and languages should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and his king-
dom that which shall not be destroyed.” —
(Dan. vii. 13, 14,)

Now, in opposition to this, current
religious sentiment is that the kingdom of
God is a state of the human soul, in which
the impulses are subjected to the divine
supremacy. The one view is, therefore,
different from and subversive of the other.

Where the one is reecived the other is'

“The Lord at thy right hand {

rejected. There can be no amalgamation,
no point of affinity or collusion: one is
present, the other is future. In one, the
saints are the subjects; in the other, the
rulers. In the one the throue and territory
is the heart; in the other, it is David’s
political dominion over Israel revived in
the Holy Land. In the one, the saints
are suffering with Christ; in the other,
they are reigning with him. The one is
contemporaneons with the existence of the
wicked; the other is coeval with their
extirpation. One refers to a time when
Christ is in heaven; the other, to a time
whea he will be on earth. One refers toa
time when the saints are mortal and
corruptible; the other, to a time when
they will be ¢mmortal and {mcorruptible.
One has reference to internal feelings; the
other, to circumstantial position; and so
on. The establishment of this same
kingdom, at the second appearing of
Christ, according to the teaching of the
Bible, is the time when, the locality where,
and the nature of the reward to be be-
stowed upon the faithful: this is evident
trom the following: “And he that over-
cometh, and kecpeth my works unto the
end, to him wili I give power over the
nations; aod he shall rule them with a rod
of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall
they be broken to shivers; even as I
received of my father,”—(Rev. ii. 26, 27.)
¢ To him that overcometh will I grant to
sit with me in my throne (Davids’) even as
T also overcame, and am set down with my
Father in His throne.”—(Rev. iii. 21.)
“If we suffer with him, we shall also reign
with him.”—(2 Tim. ii. 12.) He “has
made us unto our God kings and priests,
and we shall reign on the earth.”—(Rev.
v. 10.) “ But the saints of the Most High
shall take the kingdom and possess the
kingdom for ever, even for ever. I
beheld, and the same horn made war
with the saints, and prevailed against
them; until the Ancient of Days came, and
judgment was given to the saints of the
Most High; and the time came that the
saints possessed the kingdom. And the
kingdom and dominion, and the greatness
of the kingdom under the whole heaven,
shall be given to the people of the saints
of the Most High, whose kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions
shall serve and obey Him.”—(Dan. vii. (8-
27.) *‘Let the saints be joyful in glory;
let them sing aloud upon their beds.
Let the high praises of God be in their
mouth, and a two-edged sword in their
hand; to exccute  engeance upon the
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heathen and punishments upon the
people; to bind their kings with chains

Jesus Christ, who shall judge the gmick
and the dead at his appearing and his

and their nobles with fetters of iron; to ! kingdom ’—¢2 Tim, iv, 1.) ‘ Henceforth

execute upon them the judgment written;
this honour have all His saints. Praisc ye
the Lord.”—(Psalm cxlix. 5-32.) “Do ye
not know that the saints shall judge the
world ? ”—(1 Cor. vi. 2.) “ZFear not,
little flock; for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.”—
(Luke xii. 82.) “ And I appoint unto you
a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed
unto me; That ye may eat and drink at
my table in my kingdom, and sit on
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.”’—(Luke xxii. 29, 30.) “I charge

thee, therefore, before God and the Lord -
{To be continued.)

there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Tord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day;
and not to me only, but to all those who
love his appearing.”—(2 Tim. iv, 8.)
“There shall be weeping and gnashing
of teeth, when ye¢ shall see Abraham and
Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in
the kingdom of God, and you yourselves
thrust out. And they shall come from the
east, and from the west, and from the north,
and from the south, and shall sit down in
the kingdom of God.”—{Luke xiii. 28,
29.)

SCRIPTURAL KNOWLEDGE CONOERNING JESUS CHRIST.
{ Continued from page 336, vol. V.)

Ir is by no meansa pleasant thing to go
to war with all the world, bat even this
must not be shunned where truth is
imperilled. And, after all, it is not
without ample precedent. This opposition
was the lot of ail the prophets, ot Jesus,
and all the apostles. Those, therefore, of
“like precious faith ” can never expect to
enjoy the world’s good name. * Whoso-
ever will be the friend of the world is the
enemy of God,” for “the friendship of
the world is enmity against God.” Let it
be remembered that these words apply to
the professing world rather than to the
swinish multitude. Jesus and his apostles
were far more civilly treated by outsiders
than by the pious of their day. There
are still a few passages in the New
Testament to be quoted. because they are
very striking upon this subject. But we
defer giving them till the old Scriptures
have bLeen appealed to. Their testimony,
of course, relates to the Messiah, leaving
Jesus for the time being out of sight.
But it will not fail to strike the reader
that they minutely accord with the state-
ment already drawn from New Testament
writings. Nothing but the narrative could
be distinct from what the prophets had
said should characterize the Messiah, for
everything eclse had been affirmed or
implied in their predictions. Paunl, when
standing before Agrippa and Festus,
expressly declared that he said ‘ nene

other things than those which Moses and
the prophets did say should come, that
Christ should suffer, and that he should
be the first that should rise from the dead,
and should shew light. unto the people,
and to the Gentiles.””—(Acts xxvi. 22, 23.)
The other epistles do indeed speak of the
Christ, but Paul, chiefly by reason of the
bulk of the Epistles being his, has by far
the most to say concerning him. Peter
aiso distinetly points out that the spirit by
the prophets “testified deforchand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow.”—(1 Peter i. 11.) And
again, to the disciples still ignorant of
many things pertaining to Christ, Jesus
expounded from the law of Moses. and
the prophets, and the Psalms, the things
concerning himself.’—(Lev. =xxiv. 44,
27.) David, who was a prophet, says he
had “set the TLord always before his
face.” The adjoining testimony to this
leaves no doubt that it was the coming
one who held such a larger place in the
prophet’s mind. The reason of David
being greatly absorbed about the Messiah,
was that a promise had been vouchsafed to
him that the Messiah should be his son,
and should perpetuate his throne and the
glory of his kingdom tkroughout all
generations. However, the nature of the
thing was not altogether a mystery to
Davil.  He was told that the promises
would be fulfilled after his own decease,
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and partly—chiefly, in fact—after the
resurrection of the great Son whom David
styles—contrary to Hebrew usage—his
Lord. —(l Ch. xvii.

that what Jehovah had promised He would
perform, David says ¢ therefore my heart
is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesk
also shall rest in hope, for thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption ”—
(Psalm xvi. 9, 10.) In Paul’s speech at
Antioch, he makes a direct application of
this prophecv to Jesus, and shews that
David himself was not the man pointed to
by it: ** For David after he had served his
own generation by the will of God, fell on
sleep, and saw corruption ; but he whom
God raised uwp saw mno corruption.”’—
(Acts xiil. 36, 37.) So that while David
himself would rest in hope of a resurrec-
tion, the expression “my flesh’’ does not
apply to his own body. Jesus was Son
of David according to the flesh.—(Rev.
i.8.) The flesh of Messiah was, therefore,
David's flesh: hence he styles it ¢ my
flesh.” But it was the eternal spirit
speaking in David when he uttered these
words. Now Jesus was born of spirit as
well as flesh, so that the flesh of Jesus
was also spoken of by the Spirit as “my
flesh.” 1t was the flesh of the Deity, for
he was its Father, though the substance
was Mary’s, who is called the Lord’s
handmaid. Being Mary’s substance, it
was, undoubtedly, of her nature—cor-
ruptible.—(Luke 1. 32; Matt. i. 20; Luke
i. 48; Psalm cxvi. 16.)

The tragic language of the Spirit in the
prophets is conspicuous for its recognition
of the corraptibility of the spirit-formed
substance of Mary, styled that “holy
thing which should be born of her:” that
is “the. Spirit’s holy child Jesns.”—
(Lev. i. 35; Acts iv. 27.) “I am poured
out like water, and all my bones are out of
joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted
in the midst of my bowels. My strength
is dried up like a potsherd, and my
tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast
brought me into the dust of death. For
dogs have compasscd me; the assembly of
the wicked have enclosed me; they pierced
my hands and my feet.” — (Psalm xxii. 14
16.) O Yord my God, I cried unto Thee,
and Thou hast heard me; O Lord, Thou
hast brought up my soul from the grave.
What profit is there in my blood when I
go down to the pit ? ’—(Psalm xxx. 2, 3,
9.) *For my life is spent with gricf,
and my years with sighing: my strength

11-14; Psalm X
Matt xxii. 42-46.) Being strong in faith !

h

9!

faileth because of my iniquity (the ini-
quities laid upon him), and my bones are
consumed, Mine ‘eye is consumed with
grief, yea, my soul and my belly. I am
forgotten as a dead man out of mind; I
am like a broken vessel.”—(Psalm xxxi.
0, 12.) “For day and night Thy
hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is
turned in me into the drought of summer.”’
—{(Psalm xxxii. 4.) “Many are the
afflictions of the righteous . He
keepeth all his bones, not one of them is
broken.” - (Psalm xxxiv. 19, 20.) “ The
objects gathered themselves against me
. . . they did tear me and ceased not.”’—
(Psalm xxxv. 15.) “ There is no sound-
ness in my flesh . my wounds stink
and are corrupt . For my loins
are filled with a loathsome disease: and
there is no soundness in my flesh.’—
(Psalm xxxviii. 3, 5, 7.) *“An evil disease,
say they, cleaveth fast unto him: and now
that he heth down, he shall rise up no
more.”~—(Psalm xli. 8.) ¢ Cast me not off
in the time of old age,” (brought on early
through grief), « forsake me not when my
strength faileth. Thou which hast shewed
me great and sore troubles, shall quicken
me again and again, and bring me up from
the depths of the earth.”—(Psalm Ixxi. 9,
20.} ““My substance was not hid from
Thee, when I was made in secret and
curiously wrought in the lowest parts of
the earth. Thinec eyes did see my substance,
yet being imperfect.’—(Psalm cxxxix, 15,
16.) * Bring my soul out of prison that L
may praise Thy name.”—(Psalm cxlii. 7.)
Thus far the testimony of David.

We now make a few quotations from
Isaiah. “He hath no form nor comeli-
ness; he is despised and rejected of men,
a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief; yet we did esteem him stricken,
smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he
was wounded for our transgression, he was
bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement
of our peace was upon him, and with his
stripes we are healed. He was brought as
a lamb to the siaughter; he was cut off
out of the land of the living. He made
his grave with the wicked, and with the
rich in his death. Yet it pleased the Lord
to bruise him; he hath put him to griet.
Thou shalt make his soul an offering for
sin.”’— (Isaiah liii.)

Daniel says * after three score and two
weeks shall Messiah be cut off.” — (xxvi.)
Amos: ¢ The sun shall go down at noon,
and I will darken the earth in the clear
day 7 * ¥ And I will make it as the
mourning of an only son, and the cnd
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thereof a Dbitter day.”—(viii, 9, 10.) | intended sense, from the connection in
Micah: ¢ They shall smite the judge of | which it stands to suffering death. Had

Israel with a rod upon the cheek.”—
(v, 1) Zechariah: “ As for thee also, by
the blood of thy covenant, I have sent
forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein
is no water.”—(ix. 11.) “And they shall
look upon me whom they have pierced.”—
(xii. 10; John xix, 87.) More texts
might be cited from the Old Scriptures,
but the above being most of the pointed
ones, may suffice. All whose minds are
not spoiled by “philosophy and vain
deceit,” must acknowledge that, numerous
as they are, they proclaim, with one voice,
the mortality of the Son of God. And if
s0, the same is the voice of eternal thunder
against that tradition from which almost
none, beginning at the Old Mother
and ending with the newest daughter
of that world-honoured Harlot, are
exempt.

Seeing that these Scriptures teach the
deathfulness, instead of the deathlessness,
of the nature of Christ, it is impossible
to doubt that his nature, body, or flesh,
was sinful. This must be so, for death is
always the consequence of sin in some
shape or form. ¢ The wages of sin is
death.”—(Rom. vi. 23.) We ought not,
therefore, to think that this is degrading
to the Son of God, as thousands do who
hold the immaculate view, but rather to
inguire into the reason and rnecessity of
the arrangement. For God does nothing
without a reason, and there is a necessity
for everything He does. To know God
is to have knowledge of the why and
wherefore of His operations, and to know
Jesus Christ is to understand the
purposes which the Father sent him
to work out, and the wisdom of
the way employed in bringing them
to pass. To have full confidence,
evidenced by obedience in things thus
understood, constitutes “saving faith,”
but ignorance or misconception of
things revealed for salvation will serve as
excuse for no man, when the time arrives
for taking account of the servants. The
reasons for the nature of Jesus being made
sinful, appear from several portions in
Paul’s epistles. “ Jesus was made a little
lower than the angels jor the suffering
of death”—Heb, ii. 9.) The term
“Jower ”” can only be understood in
reference to body; for the character of
Jesus was quite equal to that of the
angels, inasmuch as “he did no sin,
and in his mouth no guile was found.”
And it is also evident that this is the

Jesus been made equal to, instead of
“lJower than the angels,” it would have
been impossible for him to suffer death.
Tor Jesus himself teaches that the angels
are immortal, and cannot die any more.” —
(Luke xx. 85,386,) He was, however, made
only a ¢ little lower,” and that little
pertains to his nature only. The necessity
for the mortality of the Messiah 1is
apparent. Conld he not have died in the
real and true sense of the word. sin could
not have been overcome by him, and
hence, as touching man's redemption, he
would have been of no avail. So that
there was a great mercy in making him
“lower than the angels,” whom he
equalled in other respects. The apostle
remarks this mercy in these words, *that
he by the grace of God should taste death
for every man.”—(Heb. ii. 9.) No other
than the mortal nature could have tasted
death. To “lay down his life” would
have been an impossibility under any other
arrangement. And if no death, no
resurrection; and if no resurrection of
Jesus, the dead in hope of life would have
been dead for ever. “I am the resurrec-
tion and the life.”—(John xi. 25.) Paul
cxults over the death and resurrection,
but more especially the latter, inasmuch
as the other could mnot have profited
without it. He says “It is Christ that
died, yea, rather, that is risen again.”——
(Rom. viii. 34.)

When the words “sin” and ‘“death ”
are Scripturally apprehended, the work
which the Father gave Jesus to do is seen
to require kim to be of the same formation
as those in whose behalf he came. “He
that sanctificth, and they who are
sanctified are all of one (nature); for
which cause he is not ashamed to call
them brethren ”—(Heb. ii. 11.) As the
children are, so is the parent. * Foras-
much as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, ke also himself likewise
took part of the same.”” Lest there should
be any misunderstanding about this, the
apostle adds, “he took not on him the nature
of angels, but he took on him the seed of
Abraham.” It is manifest, then, that the
bodily nature of Jesus was clothed with
weakness. Of himself, he could do nothing.
Where then lay the strength to unlock the
gates of the grave? Where was con-
cealed the power on earth to forgive sins
and to raise the dead? For it is this that
must be known before there can be
intclligent and saving faith and hope in
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Christ. The answer is that the power lay
in the ckaracter which was “without spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing.” “I do
not mine own will, but the will of Him
that sent me.” “If it be possible, let this
cup pass from me, nevertheless, not my
will, but Thine be done.”” ¢ He was
obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.””  In all this, Jesus was not like his
brethren.

“Sin is the transgression of law,”
and the wages of sin is death.” And
without a redeeming power, it is death
from which there is no return “ None of
the rich can by any mecans redeem his
brother, or give to God a ransom for him,
that he should still live for ever, and not
see corrnption.”—(Psalm xlix. 7, 9.)
Though poorer than the birds and the
foxes, the riches of Jesus far exceeduvd
gold or rubies, or anything that could be
compared thereunto. Hence, he could buy
that for which the silver and the gold,
and the cattle of a thousand hills would
have counted no more than dross. He
had a right to life, for he had never
forfeited it by the transgression of law.
‘“He did no sin,” and hence deserved no
death. He was cut off, but not for
himself.” “For he had nothing in him.”
As a matter of law and justice, therefore,
he could not remain in the grave. “It
was not possible,”’ says Peter, “that he
should be holden of it.” His perfection
of character is, doubtless, to be referred to
the fact that God was his Father, and not
man. For never, in all the untold
millions of our race, has appeared such a
man as he. This was abundantly confessed
by foes as well as friends. ¢ Truly,” said
the centurion and the Roman guard who
were with him, “this was the Son of
God!”

Now, salvation is obtained by faith and
works.  Not by faith only, nor by works,
but by both. For faith without works is
dead. It is mo better than a breathless
corpse.—(James ii. 17, 24, 26 ) Faith,
however, comes first; for ¢ without faith,”
says Paul, “it is impossible to please
God,” no matter what works a man may
do. And this faith is one. Hence, it is
described as “the faith which was once”
— for all—“delivered to the saints.”—
(Eph. iv. 5; Jude iii.) *“Now faith is the
suhstance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.”’—(Heb. xi. 1.) But
sceing that faith is ome, or that, in other
words, there is but “one faith,” it folliws
that a man must have a knowledge of “the
things hoped for” before he can possibly

be in the one faith. The things are of
two kinds, and are designated in the New
Testament THE THINGS CONCERNING THE
KingpoM oF GoD, and THOSE THINGS
which concern the Name of Jesus
Christ.”—(Acts xix. 8, 28, 81.) To know
Jesus Christ, whom God has sent, clearly
involves a knowledge of the things whick
concern him.” 'The mere verbal confession
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, is
very far from this. Men say they believe
this and that, but on examination, it turns
out that the things said to be believed are
not understood. This will never do in
Scriptural matters. It is required that we
“know God, and that we Zknow Jesus
Christ,” and nothing -short of this will
suftice.  The Father spake in times
past by the prophets, concerning him
“who should come;’ and, having come,
certain  ““things ” have been recorded
which he did; and John testifies that
“ these things were written that men might
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God.”"—(xx, 81.) How could men believe
these things if they did not know them?
It is simply impossible. The things must
first be heard, then understood, and after-
wards believed: and, even then, this would
be of no use if obedience did not crown
the whole. It must be patent to the
careful reader that the grand theme of
the Old Scriptures is “that prophet that
should come.”  And by the spirit the
prophets delighted to describe his charac-
ter and sing of his greatness. And only
by an acquaintance with their testimony
could those who lived in his day, and who
were looking for him, say that Jesus of
Nazareth was the Anointed. When John
sent a deputation to Jesus to enquire
whether he were the Messiah, or whether
they should look for another, Jesus
returned answer as follows: “ Go and shew
John those things whick yow do hear and
sce.  The blind receive their sight and
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and
the poor have the gospel preached to
them.”— (Matt. xi. 4.) No prophet or
doctor in Isracl could present such a
diploma as this; and to the intelligent in
the prophets, the evidence that Jesus was
Son of God and king of Israel, was
irresistible. But there were thousands, in
whose ears the prophets were read every
Sabbath day, who were not intelligent in
them, and, therefore, did not recognize Jesus,
the humble carpenter, to be their future
king. And is it not so nmow? The
Gentiles constantly hear the same
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prophets, and yet, like the Jews, they will
not allow that Jesus is a king destined to
reign on earth. Can any person know
Jesus Christ who is ignorant and contra-
dictory as to his king-ship? Can a man
know Jesus Christ who affirms that his
body was an immaculate body, and who,
therefore, denies practically his sufferings
and death? Can a man know Jesus
Christ who asserts that he shall never
return to this sin-cursed earth, when his
reign on David’s throne, rebuilt, is in the
mouth of Moses, the prophets, the
psalmist, the apostles, and Jesus himself,
ever and anon ? Can a man know Jesus
Christ who declares that believers shall fly
away to heaven without their bodies, and
dwell there with him eternally, when Jesus
has assured his disciples that they with
him shall sit on the throne in Palestine, as
judges of Israel restored? Can a man
know Jesus Christ. who believes in judg-
ment at death, when Jesus says that “at
his coming he shall reward every man
according to his works? Can a man
know Jesus Christ who holds with burning
up the earth, or blasting it like a
bombshell by the sea rushing into the
subterranean fires and forming steam,
when Daniel testifies that <“all people,
nations, and languages shall serve him,

and that his kingdom shall be wnder the
whole heaven ?” Can a man know Jesus
Christ who contends that men are being
judged in this life, when Paul the Apostle
of Jesus Christ tells us that “it is
appointed unto men once to die, and, after
this, the jundgment?”—(Heb. ix. 27.)
Can a man know Jesus Christ who
declares him to be the son of Joseph, when
angels and men testify that God was his
Father? And can a man know Jesus
Christ who denies the necessity of immer-
sion, when Jesus commanded the disciples
to immerse for salvation every believer of
the gospel of the kingdom ? We might
ask many questions besides these; but let
the reader think of them for himself. It
is not a pleasant thing to say, but, taking
things as they present themselves to the
senses, there are very few who do Anow
Jesus Christ; and how serious a matter
this is may be judged when we remember
that Jesus says “I am the way, the truth,
and the life.”' If we do not know Jesus,
we cannot know the truth; if ignorant
of the truth, what chance is there of the
life ? “To know him,” in other words,
to know the truth concerning him “is life
eternal.”’ Z

THE PRIESTHOOD OF OHRIST IN ITS INDIVIDUAL BEARINGS.

By tHE EDITOR.

THE priesthood of Christ is one of the
plainest teachings of the New Testament. In
proof of this, the reader has but to refer to
Heb. iii. 1; iv. 14, 15; v. 10; vi. 20; wvii.

24, 27; ix. 11; x. 21, 22; 1 Jno. ii. 1, and
other places. We give the text quotations
below,* after which, there can remain no
question as to the fact of Christ in his present

* « Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the
heavenly calling, consider the Apostie and High
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.”—(Heb.
iii. 1)

“Seeing then that we have a great High
Pricst, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus,
the Son of God, let us hoid fast our profession.
For, we have not an High Priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities:
but was in all points tempted hke as we ave,
yet without sin.”—(iv. 14, 15.)

“Called of God an High Priest after the order
of Mclchisedec.”—(v. 10.}

“ Whither the forerunner is for us entered,
even Jesus, made an High Priest for ever, after
the order of Melchigedec.”—(vi. 20.)

“But this man, becanse he continueth ever,
hath an unchangeable priesthood. ,Wherefore
he is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession for them. For such

an High Priest became us, who is holy, harm-
less, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made
higher than the heavens, who ncedeth not daily,
as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first
for his own sins, and then for the people’: for
this he did once, when he offered up himseif.”—
(vil. 24, 27.)

“ But, Christ being come, an High Priest of
good things to come, by a greater and more
perfect tubernacle, not made with hands that is
to say, not of this building.”—(Heb. ix. 11.)

“ And, having an High Priest over the house
of God, let us draw near with a true heart, in
full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our
bodies washed with pure water. —(x, 21.22)

“ My little chiidren, these things write I unto
you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ,
the righteous."—(1 John ii. 1.)
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exalted position exercising the priestly office
in behoof of those who become constituents
of his house, by the belief and obedience of
the truth. But the question which has
suggested itself to some minds is, What does
this mean ? Priesthood, argue they, implies
a deity to be propitiated; and that since
God is gracious, he requires no propitiation,
and that therefore the priesthood of Jesus
must be of another order. The idea of Jesus
pleading with the Father, they seem to think
inconsistent with the fact thatitisthe Father
himself who has made the first advances of
love, and that Jesus is but the medium
through which he seeks to reconcile the world
to himself—(2 Cor. v. 19). They argue that
Jesus and the Father being “ one,”” it is not
possible that there could exist even that
mild degrec of antagonism involved in a
request by the one that the other should act
differently from his disposition. They are
therefore disposed to suggest that the advecacy
of Christ bears towards his people rather
than towards the Father,—that he is an
advocate from the Father to us, rather than
an advocate with the Father for us.

There is a certain amount of truth in these
suggestions, but they are defective in omit-
ting other elements of truth that require to
be taken into the account before a truthful
result can be arrived at. The bearing, and
nature, and objects of Christ’s priesthood can
only be apprchended in the light of first
principles, taken together without the leaving
ouf of any.

‘While it is a first principle that God is
kind, it is also a first principle that, in
certain relations, he is a consuming fire,
Anger describes an attribute of his character
as well as love. ¢ He is angry with the
wicked.”” (Ps. vii.11). ‘“He cannot look on
iniquity.”’—(Heb. i. 13.) ¢ He is of purer
eyes than to behold evil.”—(Idid.) “He
will by no means clear the guilty.”” This
hostile disposition toward rebellion of every
kind (a hostility, be it at the same time
observed, which has its foundation in
benevolence, for its objects and operation are
the extirpation of the root of misery) finds
shape and expression in the fact that the
wages of sin is death; and is palpably
illustrated in the flood and the destruction of

Sodom. God will net tolerate sin; death
and sin are eternally linked, and with
sinners He will hold no intercomrse. ‘“He
heareth not sinners.” —(John ix. 31.) This
is the immutable law of the divine govern-
ment: and this fact we shall find at the
basis of the institution of priesthood.

Priesthood was an early institution in the
relations of God to man. Itexisted before the
Mosaic constitmtion of things, as evidenced
by the case of Melchisedec in the days of
Abraham, and probably was-of antediluvian
origin. Its existence embodies a principle
which is practically illustrated more than
once in the course of Bible history—viz.:
that God will not hear or deal directly with
offenders, but will be entreated concerning
them by these whom Heregards with pleasure.
The plagues of Egypt were restrained at the
request of Moses. Rebellious Israel were on
the point of being devoured, like Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram, when the intercession
of Moses averted the outburst of divine
vengeance. Job acted as infercessor for his
offending friends. They were thus addressed
by the voice of God: ¢ Take unto you now
seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my
servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a
burnt offering, and my servant Job shall pray
Jor you; For HIM WILL I ACCEPT, lest T
deal with you after yowr folly, in that ye
have not spoken of me the thing which is
right like my servant Job.”

Jeremiah was told not to intercede for
Israel. ¢ Therefore, pray not thou for this
people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for
them, neither make intercession to me, for I
will not bear thee.”” —(vii. 16). This implies
that had Israel’s offences been less grievous,
Jeremiah’s imploration would have been of
some avail: but the nation’s wickedness had
reached such a pitch that God said to him,
“ Though Moses and Samuel stood before me,
yet my wind could not be towards this people.””
(xv. 1.)

Now, with regard to Christ, we have the
same principle but in relation to a different
matter. The intercessions of Old Testament
record had reference to the limited penalties
of the time then present. They were instrumen-
tal in securing immunity from the temporary
evils of mortal life. They had no effect as



24 THE

PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST

‘The Ambassador of the
Coming Age, Jan. 1,1869.

regards the dispensation of eternal results.
It was not in the power of any arrangement
in force before the appearance of Christ, to
secure everlasting life. The high priesthood
of the law, under which, the successor of
Aaron, once a year, entered the Holiest to
supplicate the blessing of Jehovah upon an
offending generation, was only a type of the
true mediation. As regards eternal life, the
high priest was no more in a position to be
heard, than any of the people. He was
equally under condemnation with them and
carried the token of this fact in the blood of
the slain lamb which he oftered “ first for his
own sins and then for the people.”’—(Heb.
vii. 27.) But thoughineligible as an interces-
sor for life everlasting, he typified the Great
Priest, through whom mortal man might
obtain a standing and a hearing in the
presence of God, withreference to the forfeited
gift of life for evermore. The whole arrange-
ment, of which the high priesthood was a
part, was of this typical character. Paul
says that “the first tabernacle” was “a
figure for the time then present.” —(Heb. ix.
9). It allegorically pre-figured the literal
method by which human salvation was to be
worked out. This literal method is presented
in Christ. He was a spotless Son of God,
wearing the condemned nature of Adam. He
suffered death, and thus met the demands of
the righteous law that constituted man a
mortal in the garden of Eden. He was
personally sinless, and thus presented in
himself an open door through which, by
resurrection, sin-destroyed life could return
in triumph from the grave. It was in
harmony with the law of God’s operations to
raise to life everlasting, a righteous man: it
would not have been so, to resuscitate and
immortalize a sinuer. Christ wasthelambirn
his meekness ; the spotless lamb in his inno-
cence; the slain lamb in his death; but he
had to develope the literal counterpart to the
living high priest. This he did in rising
from the dead and entering the divine
presence to supplicate, in their individual
details, those results which his own position
as an accepted, immortalised and well-beloved
member of the human family, enabled him
acceptably to intercede for. God looks only
in Christ. No human being can be heard on

his own merits. No man can come to the
Father but by the Mediator.(—John xiv. 6.)
The Father judgeth mo man, but hath
committed all judgment to the Son.—(John
v. 6.) Whom the Son prays for, will be
given to him, and he has power over all
flesh, that he may give eternal life to as
many as the Father gives him.  God’s
relations to the condemned children of
Adam’s race are readjusted in the last
Adam, in whom the law has been upheld,
magnified, and made honourable.  All of
Adam’s race, who cast off the Old Adam
in the water of baptism, concurrently with a
repudiation of the old Adam principles and
practices; and constitutionally put on the
new man—Christ Jesus—become morally
incorporated with the new mediatorial man
in the presence of God, and will be physically
assimilated to him and by him at the
resurrection.,

But are there no transgressions after the
initiatory union in baptism? Does the
weakness of the flesh not continue still in
operation, leading to remissnesses, failures of
duty, and positive offences ? ¢“If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.””—(l John i. 8.)
Now, what is it that prevents these post-
immersional sins from being as fatal as
Adam’s disobedience in the garden? By
what arrangement are Christ’s people saved
from the death-power of their own offences ?
The answer is in the words of John: “If
any man sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous.”—
(1 John ii. 1.) Again: “If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness,” See also the passages quoted
at the commencement of this article. God
heareth not sinners, but he hears Christ, and
through him, will forgive unto life eternal.
We are, therefore, says Paul, having such
an High Priest (one who sympathises with
our infirmities, from having tasted them), to
¢ come boldly to the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need.”’—(Heb. iv. 16.) “He ever
liveth to make intercession for us.””’—(Heb.,
vii. 25), and he intercedes for those who
come to avail themselves of his intercession,
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but none else. It was only for those trans-
gressors who brought the typical sacrifice
to the priest at the door of the taber-
nacle that the priest interceded. So it is
only for those who make confession in
prayer, and supplicate the divine forgiveness
in the name of Jesus, that Christ’s media-
torial function will be exerted. Israel did
not worship the High Priest: they sought
the Increate God of their fathers, through
the High Priest, worshipping without, while
he interceded within; so the people of Christ
worship not Christ, but, in the name of
Jesus, worship God; and Jesus, in the
presence of God, maketh intercession, and
God hears him, and through him—by the
means of his personal will—vouchsafes the
blessings sought.

There is nothing in all this to clash with
the fact that God is gracious to our worthless
race. His love is shown in establishing an
arrangement by which we have access to His
Javour and life for evermore. His love
could not be allowed to violate any other
attribute of His being; it must work in
harmony with all His rules and methods of
operation; and this is what it does in the
work of Christ. God was in Christ reconeiling
the world to Himself, but the method of
reconcilistion was by sacrifice and mediation.
God advances to us through Christ, but yet
His advance takes the form of appointing a
mediator ¢“to make intercession according to
His will.”

It need not be urged that the present
forgiveness of sins interferes with the
operation of the judgment seat, If we were
now made immortal in answer to our prayers
for forgiveness, such a reflection might arise,
but all that is done is the obliteration of our
offences from the divine mind, If they were
not so obliterated, they would be disclosed
against us at the judgment seat to our con-
demnation. Unpardoned sin will be fatal,
and the pardon is to be sought now in daily
prayer without ceasing. Yet practically, the
judgment seat will witness and administer
the results of prayer. We know not till then
if our prayersare heard. God knowsnow. He
knoweth them that are His, but it is not
permitted to us to know the secrets of His
counsel towards ourselves until the Day
which he hath appointed for the disclosure of
them by the mouth of Jesus Christ, whom He
hagconstituted judge of thequick and the dead.

It would be a fatal mistake to overlook the
priesthood of Christ, as now accessible to his
household by prayer. The truth would be
of no use to us if we did. The intercession
of Christ is necessary to our salvation: and
we can only set it in motion in our individual
behalf by individual prayer. To live in
disregard of this would be soon to decay
from our places in the true vine, and, finally,
at his coming, to drop as withered branches
to the ground, fo be bundled up for con-
sumption, with all other fruitless branches,
for any cause cut off.

«THE VOIOE UPON THE MOUNTAINS” ANSWERED.
( Continued from page 315.)

THE STORY OF DIVES AND LAZARUS.

8th.—Mgr, GoveETT says ‘“this is a real
statement of facts.”” In proof of this, he
quotes the rich man’s words: “I7 have
Jfive brethren;”’ meaning, as we suppose,
(for he does not give us any reason for
quoting it as proof) that this passage
presents us with a particular that iden-
tifies without naming him, the man
referred to. “There was a certain rich
man, which was clothed in purple and
fine lin'n, and fared sumptuously every

day. He died, was buried, and left
behind him flve brothren.” This may be
true; and the man while he lived may
have been highly esteemed among the
Pharisees, and when he died, his memory
fondly cherished ; a man against whom
they would hear nothing. Hence, to
obviate this prejudice, and to secure their
hearing him while he exposed to them
the true character of their much-praised
and respected man, he chose to describe
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him rather. than name him, that they
might not perceive to what man he
referred until he had ended his story, and
gecured to them his rebuke.

But there is no evidence that the story
had any such basis in fact.  The
Pharisees may have believed it, because
from their point of view it appeared
probable and intelligible, but they did not
}i‘erceive all its bearings, nor could they.

o them it was as a parable, but to us, it
is impossible, and, therefore, a fable, and
this may be the reason why in Scripture
it is not called a parable. Jesus evidently
planned it from a tradition of the

Tharisees, and under the mask of that

tradition; turned certain particulars of
the story to point to certain truths, and
hence set down the number of Dives’s
brethren as five, in order that he being
represented as in torments, should be the
sixth, the numbersix being theonein Secrip-
ture, judgment and suffering are chiefly
associated with. This prominently appears
in the punishments to be inflicted at
the second advent, at which the picture
represented by Dives and Lazarus will
become the fact.  See under the siwth
seal, the sizth trumpet, the sirth wvial,
and the sixth angel which came out from
the altar.—(Rev. xiv. 8.) Consider it
also in view of siw, six, six, the number
of the beast, not as the exposition of its
mame, but as the symbol of her, who,
like Dives, has been clothed in fine linen
and purple, and scarlet, and decked with
gold, and precious stones and pearls, but
Js now being wrecked, ruined, and in fear

of that torment, weeping and wailing ,
| spirit appearing to the brethren, Abraham

hastening upon her, when “thou heaven and
ye holy apostles and prophets” who have
been trodden under her feet as the poor,
the despised and rejected, will be com-
forted, while she will be tormented.
Compare it also as associated with the
sufferings of Christ. On the sixth day
he was crucified, six hours was he dying,
and at the sixth hour darkness came over
the land. So also with the sizth of a
hin of water, as the symbol in Ezekiel
for that scarcity of it which he
prophesied was to come for a punish-
ment.—(iv. 11, 16, 17.)  So far, there-
fore, from the passage, “I have five
brethren,” proving the story a narrative
of facts, it but proves it a narrative of
figures. And more than this, it presents
us with a certain evidence and illustra-
tration of the plenary inspiration of the
Seriptures, from which we may perceive,
in the microscopical view of little things

' him.

imperceptible to the naked eye, the same
author's finger, the same impress of the
divine mind as we see in the bold outlines
of Scripture, and the same great harmony
involving the greater in the less as we see
in the history of nations the evolutions of
prophecy. On the other hand, take the
story as a narrative of facts, and there
springs a hitch in the inspiration ; and the
story, in place of being an illustration or
picture of a future event, becomes at
once % shapeless mass of confusion.
9th,—The rich man asks that Lazarus
may be sent to warn his brethren,
and Abraham says, “They have Moses
and the prophets, let them hear them: if
they believe not Moses and the prophets,
neither would they believe if one rose
from the dead.” “If orthodox ideas are
true,” says the author of Twelve Lectures,
“there would be no need of one rising
from the dead.” A spirit disembodied
would be sufficient to convey a message.
Mr. Govett ironically admits the force of
this, and replies “So it would, and
Abraham admits it.” Abraham’s
admission of it does not appear. “Nay,
father Abraham,” says Dives, “ but if one
rose from the dead, and went unto them
they would repent.” But he said unto
him, “If they hear not Moses and the
grophets, not even if one rose from the
ead, would they be persuaded.” Here
Mzr. Govett puts forth his Greek, and for
“neither” gives us “not even if’ as the
better translation. We are obliged to
“Not even if,”” emphasizes the
statement and implies that had there been
such a thing as the possibility of a bodiless

would have mentioned it also.  Abraham
does mot say ‘“they have Moses, the
prophets, and bodiless spirits,” if they
hear not them, not even if one rose from
the dead would they be persuaded. Had
Abraham not mentioned anything, the
“not even if ”’ might have then stood as a
suggestion to Mr. Govett, to fill up the
ellipsis in any way he pleased.
‘What are Mr. Govett's words? “ The
message of a disembodied spirit,”” says he,
“was possible, and it would be an awful
warning. But there was a means far lrss
common”’ (our italics) “which might be
given, and yet would not prevail—the
rising of one from the dead in his body.”
Readers will here perceive that Mr. Govett
ranks his bodiless spirits alongside Moses
and the prophets, as being necessary to
their sufficiency in any strenuons effort to
perswade man. “They have Moses and
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the prophets, and the messages of disem-
bodied spirits, and if they hear not them,
not even if one rose from the dead will
they be persuaded,” is Mr. Govett's
version of the meaning of Abraham’s
speech. Moses and the prophets are
therefore of themselves not sufticient. The
statement of Abraham, or rather of Jesus,
for it is Jesus which puts it into the
mouth of Abraham,—the statement of
Jesus, as we find it written, is therefore
short of the truth, and must be supple-
mented by the reasoning of Mr. Govett
ere it can be understood and believed.
Now, is this the intent of Jesus's state-
ment ? Let the reader judge: does it not
reverse the reasoning of Jesus? What is
understood by the appearance of a
disembodied spirit but as a message
from the dead? And what is Jesus’s
meaning, save this, that ‘“if they hear
not Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded by any such
warning 7’ And what is the reason a
message from a disembodied spirit is not
mentioned 7  'Why, because there is no
such thing, never was, nor cannot be.
But, according to Mr. Govett, messages
from disembodied spirits were so common,
that they were disregarded, and hence
‘“there was a means far less common,
which might be given, and yet would not
prevail—the rising of one from the dead
in his body.” This is Mr. Govett's
assertion. How stands it with Seripture
evidence? How many have been raised
and have appeared among men, as
compared with the appearances of disem-
bodied spirits ? How many did Jesus
raise from the dead ? How many came
out of their graves at his resurrection?
‘Were the appearance of Mr. Govett's so-
called disembodied spirits more common
than this? TLet him answer if he can.
‘Where are the records of their appear-
ances ? Does not this turn his argument
upside down? Does it not prove the
messages of disembodied spirits—suppos-
ing them possible at all—far less common
than from the raised from the dead 7 and
therefore, in place of putting into Abra-
ham’s mouth the statement of Mr. Govett,
we should, from his own reasoning, rather
put “They bave Moses and the prophets,
and numbers which have risen from the
dead, but there was a means far less
common, which might be given, and yet
would not prevail "—and what was this ?
Shall we name it ? Yes; let us thunder it,
that Mr. Govett’s hair may stand on end
—*“the appearance of o disembodicd

gpirit!”  In what light does his “mnot
even if”’ stand before this? Clearly he
has yoked it as the cart before the horse;
and now need we wonder he wallows in a
ditch, and leaves the “mno need.of one
rising from the dead” clearer than before.
But apart from this, the very request of
Dives for his brethren, implies there was
no other way of sending Lazarus, than by
his body rising from the dead; for the
request is in the same definite terms as to
bodily manifestation, as the request he
made for him to come and “dip the tip of
his finger in water and cool my tongue.”
And as Mr. Govett has here miserably
failed to establishhis notionof disembodied
spirits appearing, we must conclude that
the manifestation of Lazarus to Dives,
had he been permitted to visit him, would
have been the same as had he appeared to
his brethren, and hence Lazarus must
have been bodily in Abraham’s bosom, and
Dives bodily in hell. But as this is incon-
sistent with doctrinal truth, it can only be
the figure of what shall be; for if taken
literally, and as associated with the views
of Mr. Govett, it—in all its bearings—is
nothing but confusion worse confounded.
Mr. Govett, however, gives us two
instances from Scripture, of theappearance
of disembodied spirits. This is a very
insignificant number against the many Ae
has taken no notice of, who have risen
from the dead, and hence a strange reason
for his asserting the appearances of the
latter to be far less common. Neverthe-
less, if only omne disembodied spirit
appeared, this would quite justify the
imagination of a thousand. But as it is™
on Scripture we must depend, and not on
the imagination, we are not justified in
assuming from what is evidence, they
were far more common. And inasmuch
as there is an @ priori argument in favour
of his theory, and the facts destroy it,
therefore the reliability of the two
instances he has advanced to support it,
is destroyed likewise. For if two disem-
bodied spirits did appear, the fact that
they had never ceased to be, as character-
istic of all, presents a much weightier
reason for many such appearances, than
for the appearances of bodies which had
ceased to be, and required first to be
resuscitated.  The former should have
been rather the many, the latter only the
two. But what are the facts? They
show the reverse of this, and therefore the
strongest aposteriori argument one could
have, against any appearance whatever of
disembodied spirvits, and hence the strong-
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est reason, if not the most acceptable one,
for rejecting in toto the instances advan-
ced by Mr. Govett. But let us examine
them on their own merits, that we may
see wherein their own strengthlies. They
are only two. Why so few while there
exists so strong a reason for thousands?
‘We need not search to see if there are
more. Had there been more, Mr. Govett
would doubtless have given us them. It
was his interest to do so, as it was prob-
ably his interest to take no notice of the
many who rose from the dead, that his
Two might appear a majority. Well, what
are these two? and are they to be depended
on? Of what value are they ? “Eliphaz
had seen one,” says Mr. Govett, “and it,”
(the appearance of a disembodied spirit)
“had already taken place in Samuel’s
case.” The former he takes for granted.
The latter he has endeavoured, but failed
to prove. Why did he not take this for
granted too? Is it not so clear as the
other? His long argument indicates so.
‘We shall here deal with the first, and
the second reserve for a separate paper.
10th.—Mr. Govett supports his belief in
the appearance of disembodied spirits on
the evidence of Eliphaz, the Temanite.
We are surprised he should, yet, from
what we have already seen of his reason-
ing, we need not now, nor for the future,
be surprised at anything he may advance.
A witness more damaging to his cause, he
could not have cited than Eliphaz, the
Temanite. The evidence of a witness is
only of weight, as his character is of
weight, ‘Well, what was Eliphaz's
character -—(See Job xlii. 7.) What said
God to him? “My wrath is kindled
against thee, for thou hast not spoken of
me the thing thatisright.” What wrong
thing did KEliphaz say? He said things
God could not endorse. He did not
intentionally say anything untrue, but
evidently he was a superstitious, conceited
man, and thought himself, as well by his
vision as by his age, authorized to speak.
Consider his evidence.  “In thoughts
from the visions of the night when deep
sleep falleth on men, fear came upon me
and trembling, which made all my bones
to shake: then” (‘mot before) ‘“a spirit
passed before my face, the hair of my
head stood up.” Just so, Eliphaz! We
would have wondered indeed, hadst thou
in such circumstances not seen such a
phantom. Thou must have had a heavy
supper the night before. Thy digestion
for the night had been very bad, thy
nerves excitable, thy sleep a feverish doze;

" than this, a lie.

and in the morning, reflecting on thy
vision, conceited with thine own super-
stitious and narrow-minded notions, hadst
thought thyself highly favoured. Highly
favoured indeed! “Great men are not
always wise; neither do the aged under-
stand judgment” was the verdict passed
upon thee by Elihu, the Buzite. And it
as much affects the vision thou sawest, as
thy speeches, against which the anger of
Job, the anger of Elihu, and the anger of
God were all kindled. O, Eliphaz! of
what value is thy evidence in the face of
this? If Mr. Govett desires to establish
his idea of disembodied spirits on such
evidence as thine, simply because (con-
tradistinguished by the testimony of better
men, it i1s found in Scripture,) we make
him welcome. Asin Samuel’s case, 80 in
this. His #wo instances appear in very
bad company. Let us judge them, there-
fore, by the company they are associated
with. As the one is evil and false, so is
the other. ¢“Birds of one feather flock
together.”  The condemnation Eliphaz
received from both God and man, turns his
testimony on the appearance of a disem-
bodied spirit to a mere matter of faney;
and establishes nothing beyond a very
natural and ordinary dream. And just as
his speeches prove his folly, so does his
dream prove his fancy to have had as
many shapes as the fancy of an old wife.

“ So full of shapes is fancy.”

“This busy power is working day and night,

For when the outward senses rest do take,
A thousand dreams, fantastical and light
With fluttering wings do keep her still
awake.”

“But woe to him whom fancy gains,

Winning from reason’s hands the reins,

Like EvLIPHAZ, THE TEMANITE.”

Evidently, his speeches were the inspi~
ration of his dream, his dream the
inspiration of his fancy. The result—the
united condemmation of his God, and
wiser fellow-men.

11th.—What does the story of Dives
and Lazarus teach? Mr. Govett informs
us it was “designed to teach those who
ridiculed our Lord, a stern lesson from the
torments of lost souls before the resurvee-
tion.”” 'Those who deny them will not
therefore escape them. How solemn those
words, “Lest they also come into this
place of torment!” Solemn, indeed, they
are, in their own proper connection, but
in Mr. Govett’s a solemn farce : aninsipid,
meaningless inventicn, a dream, and more
If this were its lesson,
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where would exist the force of Jesus’
statement “ If they hear not Moses and
the prophets, neither will they be persuad-
ed though one rose from the dead ¥ 7 It
would stlll be a voice from the dead, a
message from Dives after all, a very
contradiction of the reason assigned to
Abraham for his not complying with
Dives’ request, and a counteraction of the
counsel of Isaiah, “Should not a people
seck unto their God, for the living to the
dead ¥’ The lesson in this, is the lesson in
that. Buat here Mr. Govett turns Jesus
into & spirit medium, his voice into that
of one with a familiar spirit, and his
speech as it were into a whisper from the
grave. Here he sets down the principles
of spiritualism as far better than the
hearing of Moses and the prophets,
displays the statement of Dives as more

torcible than anything in Secripture: and
in placing Dives’ torment as a fact, and

his warning as a literal message, pits the
testimony of both against the testimony
of Holy Writ. Is this the lesson we are
tanght? What a lesson! How perverted !

mist be the wind who forged 1t! *To
the law and to the testimony,” if the

ntterance of Divesisnot according t this,
it is because it is a fable and not a fact
For as a fact, it is darkness as darkness
jtself ; whercas, ax o fable it is the vivid
vetleetion of prophetic light.
12th.— What, therefore, does the fable
teach v Tt teaches nothing more than we
can elsewhere find in Seripture; and hence
instruets us it is vain to expect anything
from the dead, suve silence, It teaches
us, as if we stood within o house of the
dead, and heard reverberated from the
witlls of its caverns, the mere ccho of onr
own speech ;5 and from this, that though
their bodies were to rise and come forth,
their tongues would but repeat the speech
of their former selves, and be speechless
concérning the state they bad been in. It
therefore teaches ws ¢ if we hear not Moses
and the prophets, neither will we be per-
sanded though one rose from the dead.”
Not beeause such an one conld persuade,
but beeause he cowld not, even though we
were  willing to be persnaded. The
apparent elimax of the argunent here,
lies siply in the suggestion put into the
mouth of Dives, * 1t one went unto them
from the dead, th(\y would repent.” This
appears as the imaginatione of the Phari-
sees, as it undoubtedly is the inagination
of Mr. Govett.  They imagined, and so
does he, that mueh might be got flom one
visen from the dead.  But not so Jesus.

l He assumes it from their belief, to point

his lesson against their belief, and thereal
climax of his argument, is his presenting
Moses and the prophets, as the only means
to persuade. It is mot “if they be not
persuaded with the lesser evidence, ueither
will they be persuaded by the greater H
but “if they be not persuaded with the
greater evidence, it is not possible they
can be persuaded by the lesser.”” Buat,
according to Mr. Govett's reasoning, the
“one risen from the dead’ is the greater
evidence of the two, and so it follows God
has withheld the greater evidence, and
given us only the weak, the doubtful, the
beggarly elements (shall we say?) of a
written testimony. Is this the case with
Mr. Govett ?

However, let us present facts to prove
our case. Shakespeare speaks of an
“undiscovered country from whose bourne
no traveller returns;” and Mr. Govett
reasons as if his distinguished country-

i man, the world's poet, was almost, if not

P hy
. evidence appears as if he were the same ;

altogether correct. Secripture, neverthe-
less, is a testimony against both. Many
are the persons recorded in Scripture who
have gone to that country and returned.
Once a namesake of him who was carried
angels to Abraham’s bosom—the

the fable but prophesying his future
glory as it does the shame of the
Pharisces, who would have put him to
death.  This man was four days sojourn-
ing in that couniry, and, surely, if he had
becn in his senses—inot we mean in his
physical senses, but in his soul's senses,
the senses of his rcal self—according to
the reasoning of Mr. Govett, he would
have been able to have told his sisters
something of his travels, of the souls he
met there, of the couversations he had
there, and of the sights he saw there.
But what know we of this? Not a word.
Even though he had told something of it
to them as a seeret, they would have
whixpered it as a secret too, and so we
shonld have heard of it. Tradition would
have improved it, and, from a word, it
would have grown into a book—a book of

travels.  Well, where have we anything
like this from which we might have

DLlown the chaff and a(*quhed some solid
modicum of truth ? Alas! the silence of
death prevails over it.  Darkmess shrouds
it up. Yet why should we despair? Let
us hold our breath, and listen. The night
is dark. The stars of heaven withhold
their light. The zephyr sleeps, and we
are alone.  Something like a whisper
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breaks wupon our ears. Hush! Tt Lastly, in the face of these things, what
approaches nearer. What is it? Bend | does the fable teach? It teaches God
your ear. Hark! we can discern some- | “shows no wonders to the dead, His

thing definite. A moment more, we
shall be relieved. And so we are. Mr.
Govett speaks. “Why do you reason
s0,” says he; “was it not by reason of
Lazarus many of the Jews believed ¥ ”
Does not this inform us that he must
have spoken much to them of what he
had both seen and heard in that “un-dis-
covered country®” and that from this,
Dives was justified in the plea he made,
“if one go to them from the dead they
will repent.”” Indeed, Mr. Govett. Is this
your whisper at the dead hour of the
night? It seems like the illusion of a
spectre, and yet it is not one. It is
argument we have put in your mouth you
have not used, but which your reasoning
justifies us in doing, that we may leave
the reader to determine the remainder
for himself.

lovingkindness is not declared in the
grave—His wonders are not known in the
dark, nor His righteousness in the land of
forgetfulness.” It teaches that they who
go. down to the grave go down to
silence,”” to a land of darkness as dark-
ness itself, and of the shadow of death
without any order, where the light is as
darkness,” or where the light may pierce,
but the dead perceive it not. It teaches
they go where God is no more remembered,
no more thanked, no more pleaded with,
and no more praised; and so also where
friends and brethren can as little be
considered or remembered. *“To the law
and the testimony,” therefore. If the
statements of Dives are not according to
these, it is because they are darkened by
the counsel of Mr. Govett.

THE POLITICAL HEAVENS

Tue sky, at no time bright within the
last fifteen years, is again overspread with
clouds, and the rumbling sounds of approach-
ing tempest ave distinctly audible.  The
Pope is at loggerheads with his subjeets; the
democracy in Spain are tearing the fiesh of
the Romish Harlot; Austria is in trouble
with her own subjects, and the sick man at
Constantinople is girding on his sword, “and
letting loose the dogs of war against the petty
kingdom of Greece, not knowing that they
will probably end by springing at his own
throat and terminating his [slow-dying
existence. The situation is summarised by
the Globe, of Deceniber 7, as follows :—¢ The
general aspect of foreign politics is not alto-
gether reassuring, or caleulated to inspire
any large measure of confidence. In France
there are indications of an under-current of
insubordination, which occasions considerable
uncasiness in the minds of those who love
order aud desire peace. 1n the East there
arc ominous signs of rcbellion against the
authority of the Sultan. The Roumanians
are threatening to cast off their allegiance,
and the government of Greece is more than
suspected of fomenting the insurrection of
the Cretans to such an extent that the Porte
has sent an wltimatum to the Hellenie Power,
demanding explanations of the past and
guaranices for the faiure. 1In Spain theve

AND THE SIGNS THEREOT.

are strong evidences that the Provisional
Government has procrastinated the establish-
ment of a permanent authority until reaction
is beginuing to set in, and Republicans and
Monarchists are contending with armed hosts.
Meanwhile, the Papal power has filled up the
nmeasure of its iniquitous oppressions, and
offended the people beyond reconciliation by
the execution of Monti and Tognetti. The
political hovizon is therefore overshadowed,
and whichever way the eyeturns, there are
causes foranxiety, and pus=ibly apprchension.”

The special fentures of the situation will
be clearly discerned in the following news-
paper extracts.

THE EASTERN QUESTION.
Panxs, Saturday Evealng.

““T'hat terrible speetre, the ¢ ISastern ques-
tion,” cast a shade over the Bourse to-day,
and produced an eftect which all the ghosts
in the Montmartre Cenetery, disturbed by
the police legions on Deeember 3, had failed
to do.  The telegrams stating that the Porte
was about to break off diplomatic relations
with Grecee, and that a ship of war with
troops on board, had left the Dardanelles for
an unknown destination, brought down the
Rente from 71.80, the closing price of yester-
day, to 71.35.°—Correspondent Daily News,
Dec. 7th.

1 think it pertinent to call to mind a
forgotten paragrapl in the Guulois of Oct. 16
last.  "That journal, which at the time was
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favorite organ for the dissemination of official
intelligence, then said ¢The eternal eastern
question is at this mement more threatening
than ever, although people go to sleep over it
with the heedlessness of the peasants who
live at the foot of Mount Vesuvius. 'Fhe
latest news is that the Ottoman Governnient
hus sent an energetic despatch to Athens,
relative to the troubles of Candia, and
that the Greek Cabinet has made a no less
energetic reply. Unless we wilfully shut our
eyes, it is impossible not to see that grave
events are preparing in that quarter; and the
man must be insane who docs net also see
that the ostensible adversaries are but puppets
in the hands of higher powers.” I look upon
the above paragraph as a prophecy which
passed unnoticed at the time. The higher
powers are now at work, and I think it by no
means improbable that the crash which must
come at some time, and which natarally will
be thought impossible till it does come, is at
hand.”” —Ditto, Dec. 17th.

THE EVAPORATING EUPHRATES.

A correspondent of the Globe, signing
himself “ AN ENGLISHMAN SEVENTEEN
YEARS DOMICILED IN TURKEY,” writes
Dee. 3rd, as follows —

¢ S1r—No small amount of animadversion
has been cast on Lord Stanley because of his
warning words at King’s Lynn, in reference
to Turkey, and it has been with a strong
sense of 1ts justice and truth that I have
read your endorsement of his opinion ; indeed
it scems to me difficult to describe more
thoroughly in few words the actual state
of the Ottoman Empire than you do when
yom say, in the leading article to which I
refer, that ¢Turkey is threatened with
internal peril, financial collapse, and re-
bellion in its own provinces. A desolated
ferritory, an impoverished people, over-
burdened with taxation, writhing wunder
oppressive and unecqual laws, partially ad-
ministered; lacking the advantages of
ordinary govermment, and profiting in no
way from the heavy levies made upon their
limited resources :
characteristics of Ottoman provincial rule.
‘We admire the patience and enduramce of
the Mussulmans, shown throughout their
vears of suffering and wrong. But they are
human: they have long groaned under a
subjection worse than slavery, for it exacts
and never supplies, nor bencfits those from
whom it reccives. The reforms which were
devised and put into effect soon after the
Sultan’s return from this country have
proved a grievous disappointment: theo~
zetically good, they have been practically a
fuilure.  And, unless the Turkizh govern-
ment now listens to and profits by the
warning note, the matter 1s narrowed to
the question, how Jong will the subjects of
the Porte bear their load of oppression 2 or

these are some of the:

how soon will they rise up against the
piesent system P’ The startling truth of
every word of that T can cenfirm from an
intimate knowledge of the Turkish provinces
for the last 17 years, holding lond on lease
from the government as I do, and considering
myself cuinpetent, by a knowledge of Oriental
languages, to judge from my experience as a
resident of the country. In sober truth, no
man here in England, nor even many of
those who sojourn periodically at Constanti-
nople, does or can possible form a eorrect
estimate of the utterly disjointed state of
everything in Twkey that pertains to its
so-called government, but which, in reality,
can be compared only to a corpse propped up
behind a mask: even the Sultan himself
knows as little of his own provinces as does
the king of Timbuctoo.”

“ In short; it is well nigh impossible for an
Englishman to imagine a gnore complete
faree than what is gravely styled ¢‘the
Government of the Sublime Porte;” sublime
it decidedly is, if sublimity can attach itself
to that which is the very antithesis of good.
.+« . Let Englishmen imagine a country
without a civil government at all, where
there are ne common schools, no written laws,
1o statutes, no elections, no anything of what
we justly consider a man”s rightful inherit-
ance from his birth ; let him picture such a
country, and he will have Turkey as it is.
. « . . Without, however, entering into
outside politics, there is quite sufficient cause
for anxiety in the internal condition of
Turkey, to warrant the observation that unless
heed be given to unmistakable warnings
which each day are cropping up, ere six
months or less shall have rolled over, Turkey
will be in open insurrection from one end to
the other ; at this very moment of writing I
am credibly informed a secret commission
from Bulgariz is in London purchasing large
quantities of arms and ammumition for the
coming campaign, a karge portion of which is
already safely on its way to Varna, Ibraila,
Kustendje, &e.

During the past smmmer, Consul General
Longworth drew up a report to her Majesty’s
Government, stating, in effect, that Bulgaria
is quiet, and that no arined bands were to be
found; it certainly is “quiet” in one sense

- —the quiet that immediately precedes the
‘ near-by storm; and as for arms, why Bul-

garia is to my personal knowledge one entire
arsenal from end to end, though not for
imspeetion by strangers, while at Constanti-
nople alone the secret society of La Jeune
Turquie has 20,000 affiliated members pledged
to obey the first signal of insurrection at a
moment’s netice: nay, more than that, Zia
Bey, at Paris, makes no secret of his being
the head chief of the society, and here in
London every native of Turkey outside the
Embassy is ready to join in proclaiming the
expulsion of the Sultan and his speculating
Pachas. Did space permit, I could adduce
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before your readers such overwheltming
evidence of these things as would awaken
serious anxiety for the coming spring, or even
sooner; and the signal once given, the upristhg
will be general throughout the province: it
may be that her Majesty’s Government has
expunged the Eastern question from off our
olitical schedule, and if so, then must Eng-
ﬁshmen, who, like myself, have integests
depending on the continuation of the Sultan’s
dynasty, be content to look helplessly on,
and see those interests swallowed up, ere very
long, in the vortex of civil war which now
threatens that entire country. . . . .
Turkey is smouldering from end to end, and
the battle, if it come, will be for the Danube
and the Black Sea, and next for the Mediter-
ranean and Egypt.—I remain, sir, your
obedient servant. —_—

HATING THE HARLOT: GROWING
FEELING AGAINST THE PAPACY.

The Italian correspondent of the Daily
News, writing from Florence, Dec. §th, makes
the following remarks :—

“T cannot help thinking that the state of
feeling in Italy, created by the execution of
Monti and Tognetti, is mnot sufficiently
appreciated in other countries, and that the
real facts of the case have not received, even
from those journalists best disposed towards
the interests of the Italian people, that calm
and impartial consideration which they may
fairly claim. General Menabrea is reported
to have said in private that by the execution
of these two Garibaldians, the hostility
between the Italian people and the Papal
court has been made hopelessly irreconcilable.
Now General Menabrea is an extremely
prudent and cautious man; he hasbeen often
taxed with marked clerical leanings; he is
the very antipodes of a Garibaldian; he is the
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and fully alive
in every word and act, to the responsibility
of that post; when, therefore, General Men-
abrea conceives himself to be justified in
holding such language, his utterances should
not be suminarily dismissed as those of a
mere stump orator. What, I would ask, has
happened in the case of those men? They
took part in a movement which had for its
objeet to carry out what the Italian parlia-
ment has twice, by a unanimous vote
proclaimed to be the right of Italy—the union
of Rome to the rest of the Italian provinces.
They did so beyond all question in violation
of the treaties binding the Italian State, and
of their duties as subjects of the Pope. But
they did so in a movement by Gen. Garibaldi,
notoriously connived at by the Italian premier
of the day, the Commendatore Rattazzi, and
scanty as their knowledge of their own

country’s recent history may have been, they
doubtless very well knew that, in previous
great Garibaldian movements, though treaties
had been equally ignored, and the allegiance
due to native princes had been set at nought,
the revolutionary movements were pardoned,
nay justified, by success, and have helped to
form the present Italian kingdom, But that
is not all. The government which they were
labouring to overthrow has been, and still ia,
so detestable, that it once numbered among
its armed foes the very prince who now
supports it by the presence of his troops, and
during the whole term of receiving his
support, it must submit at least once a fort-
night to be reminded by his minister that it
is the most intolerable system of abuse and
tyranny that has ever cursed modern Europe.
The Italians would counsequently altogether
repudiate the justice of a comparison which
should place a Garibaldian assailant of Rome
on the same level with 4 Fenian conspirator.
.+ . . Take, for example, such an article
as the following, which appears in the
Genoese paper, the Rinnovamento, of the day
before yesterday—I quote it on account of
its tone, not that I by any means subscribe to
the historical deductions which the writer has
placed in succession:—¢Jesus dies and
liberates mankind from darkness, and then
darkness again gathers over the throne of the
Pontifts, who are drunken with their temporal
authority, but now the death of Tognetti and
Monti will cause these clouds to disappear,
and the true light of Christ will shine forth
and shed peace over the whele of Italy.
Small subscriptions are accompanied by
letters such as the following :—*1 send my
mite as a protest against him who calls
himself the Viear of Christ, and who, whilst
perpetrating deeds of blood, dares to invoke
that sacred name.” Or again, ¢ As a protest
against the execrable act of vengeance per-
petrated by the assassin Pope-King.’”

EATING THE HARLOT’S FLESH.

MApr1Dp, Oct. 13th, noon.

The Junta, considering all religious com-
munities and associations to be contrary to
liberty, proposes the extinction of those
which have been established since 1835, and
the abolition of all their privileges, as a
measure urgently necessary for the safety
of the state. It further proposes that the
members of the other religious corporations
should beempowered todeclarethemselves free.

The Minister of Justice has issued a
decree suppressing the Society of the Jesuits
throughout Spain and the Spanish islands,
ordering that its colleges and institutions be
closed within three days, and declaring its
movable and immovable property to belong te
the State.”

BIRMINGHAM: PRINTED BY WILLIAM H. DAVIS, 8, NEEDLESS ALLEY.
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WITOHCRAIT FROM A JEWISH POINT OF VIEW,

A new edition of Sir Walter Scott’s *° Demonolgy,” recently issued,
has given rise to discussions in various papers, on the subject of
witcheraft, The Times itself has devoted a whole page, not so much
to the book itself, but to the matter which it contains. The prominence
thus given to a topic which has ever, in Christian hands, led to a
misunderstanding of the Hebrew Scriptures, must be our excuse for
referring to it here in some degree of detail. The old plan, pursued
both by those who wish to attack and those who wish to defend the book
of the law of Moses—namely, that of attempting to fasten a belief in
witchcraft upon the divine law-giver—is being again pursued. We
shall endeavour to show that Moses held no such belief.

Undoubtedly the command was given by him “ Thou shalt not
suffer any witch to live.” What then? The assailants of the Bible
argue that such an injunction shows the falsehood of the sacred book,
inasmuch as it assumes the existence of that which science has clearly
demonstrated to be non-existent—namely, the aggregate of the occult
arts called witchcraft. The defenders of the Bible, on the other hand,
seek to prove the accuracy of all those parts of the Greek Secriptures
which presuppose a belief in witcheraft, by referring the sceptical to
precisely the same commandment of Moses. Both the contending
parties, in our opinion, wholly misunderstand the circumstances in
which the command was given, and consequently the scope of the
command itself.

It does not in the least follow from the passage that the lawgiver in
any way believed in the existence of such an art as that which we in



The Ambassador of the
34‘ WITCHCRAFT. Coming age,Feb, 1,1869.

modern times term witchcraft. The command sprang out of quite
a different train of ideas. It is connected logically and essentially
with a number of other passages which represent the eternal as the
only God of the universe at large, and of Israel in particular. Ac-
cording to the Jewish conception of the divine will, (ag it is laid down
in the books of Moses,) God, the creator of the universe, chose for
special purposes a special people; and of this people He declared
Himself the King. He was the Creator to the rest of the world, and
mankind were His creatures. To the Jews He was King as well as
Creator, and the children of Israel were not only the *creatures of His
hand but His “subjects.” T am the Lord thy God, pre-eminently ;
ye shall be my subjects (servants), and I will be your God.” If,
therefore, the Jew acknowledged any being as equal to or surpassing
God in power, he was guilty of high treason. And the punishment
for high treason then, as now, was death,

The penalty for violating the sabbath was death-—not because such
violation involved anything immoral per se, but because it wasa
rejection of the principle that the Kternal, being Israel’s God specially,
Israel owed to Him special allegiance and service. To deny that
service was to deny God, and to deny God was high treason. So was
it with other commandments which carried with their violation the
death penalty. And one of these treasons was witcheraft. The
wizard, the witch, the magician—call these by what name you will—
maintained, if not by word at least by act, that there was some other
being of equal power with God to perform what we now eall supernatural
acts, or that they, the persons pretending to occult art, had the power
themselves of compelling the only God to forego His own will and do
theirs; in other words, that they could circumscribe the might of God,
who, therefore, could not be omnipotent. The sorcerer Balaam,
pretended to this power, though compelled to confess his impotence.
He was hired to curse Israel, although it was known that God had
determined to bless them; and he made several attempts to display
his power. But every attempt failed, and he was fain in the end to
declare, ‘‘How shall I curse if God does not curse, and how shall I
execrate if God does not execrate?” Clearly he had up to this time-
believed that he could compel God, in other words that he was God’s
superior, If, indeed, the sorcerer had professed to produce his
miraculous effects by the power of God and in consonance with the
will of God, he would no longer have been a sorcerer but a prophet, It
was because he professed to produce his magic, despite God, that he
became a sorcerer.

Here, then, is the simple explanation of the commandment, ¢ Thou
shalt not suffer a witch to live,”  Sorcery involved either the rejection
of God in favour of some other being, say Satan, or the contraction of
God’s power by some creature of His hand. In either case it was
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high treason, and was to be punished as such. And this is why it
is that sorcery is always ranked with the crime of idolatry throughout
the prophetical writings: both involved rebellion against the common
king. If in after ages the idea of Moses came to be overladen with
ideas brought in through the heathen, and if the original notion became
so perverted as to lead to beliefs that were purely superstitious, this
ought not to be laid to the charge of the Divine Lawgiver, who nowhere
utters a single word indicating his belief in the occult power claimed to
be exercised by wizards and witches. On the contrary, all his prohi-
bitions against every kind of divination, necromancy, and sorcery
breathe the spirit of one who was a stout non-believer, and not a
believer, in the reality of the diviner’s professions. No one, therefore,
we say, be he assailant or defender of the truth of the Hebrew
Seriptures, has the right to fasten upon Moses a belief in the reality
of witcheraft.

There are two other old points raised in the same review, which,
though it may seem like thrice slaying the slain, we may as well dispose
of, now our hand is in. The first is the comfortable *‘ get out” which
whenever the Bible secems at variance with science, pleads that we
are not to look to the Bible for accurate scientific teaching—God
having taken men as they were, and fitted His language to their
preconceived notions, as in the case when He spoke to Joshua, as if
the sun went round the earth instead of the earth going round the sun.
We neither wish to affirm or to contradict this proposition. All we
do wish is, that readers of the Bible who are also students of science,
would suspend their judgment for a time. Science has not yet spoken
its last word. Nay, it is continually contradicting itself. *“Science,”
says Washington Irving, * corrects the blunders of the last generation,
and creates new blunders to be corrected by the next.” ¢ Science,”
says Lord Macaulay, again, “is a blind man’s guess. But for the
Bible—there it stands, amending nothing, altering nothing It is a
closed record. When, therefore, science sets itself up as a corrector
of what it supposes to be the errors of the Bible, we have a right to
‘pause and ask it, ‘Is this a well defined and settled truth—a truth
of which there can be no future modification—a truth to which all men
must perforce adhere, by the evidence of their senses, through all time?”

There was an era—and it was not so long ago—whence science
proudly proclaimed that inasmuch as the Mosaic record fixed the
creation of light at four days before the creation of the sun, and
inasmuch as it had now been found that the sun was the one source of
light, the Biblical account was absurdly wrong, and therefore could not
have been inspired by God. Well, but presently the savans made
further discoveries, and then it turned out that light and heat of the
gun were by no means identical, and that, for what science could say
to the contrary, light might have been created ages before the sun came
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into being. Take, again the creation of the firmament. The savans
in process of years, discovered that the old world notion of the material
sky arched up like a ceiling to the earth was a myth, and that the deep
illimitable blue was none other than fathomless space in which the
planets sailed on in their appointed course, like tiniest insects in the
vast world of ocean, Then how they laughed to scorn the Mosaic
record of the creation of a firmament! * Firmament,” they justly
said, * was a word meaning—not space or expanse—but a solid substance
setting limits to the upper air.” Well, but presently it was discevered
that “firmament” was by no means the accurate translation of the
word used in the Hebrew Scriptures. 1In that word there was
no idea of solidity at all; it ought to have been translated “extengion®
or “expanse.”” Here are two instances in which science was at fault,
In the one case ignorance of physics, and in the other ignorance of
philology—or rather that half-knowledze of both which is worse than
ignorance—led men hastily to set aside the Divine record, because it
did not tally with what their own limited knowledge had enabled them
to find out.

Take now an instance the other way. We have shown two cases in
which science proclaimed the Bible to be wrong, and then had to confess
that it was wrong itself. Let us now show a case where science has
overtaken the Bible, and shown one of its dicta to be true. Thousands
of years ago, when the infant eye of the human race looked out dimly
upon creation as a vague immensity, which it never dreamt of attempt-
ing to understand, there lived the patriarch Job. At that time, as we
learn from the Braminical and other Eastern records, men found it
impossible to conceive of something being founded in nothing. The
earth rested on the back of an elephant, the elephant on the back of a
tortoise, and so on ad infinitum. Yet the inspired patriarch was found
distinetly declaring that “ God had suspended the earth upon nothing,”
and Galileo and Newton proved the statement to be absolutely true.

Now we do not attach any undue importance to these undoubted facts
beyound this—that with such instances before him, it behoves a man to
be very cautious in hastily throwing over the Bible at the dictates of
science  In two of the instauces we have given it only took a very
few years to show that science was wrong in her conclusions. in the
remaining instance it took science nearly six thousand years to find
out a simple truth set forth in the Seriptures. In these circumstances
seience has no right to be heard until she shall have established beyond
all possibility of modification, until she shall have shown by proofs
that are self-evident, the accuracy of the facts which she intends to
place against the lasting and unalterable words of Divine record. Let
her show that her knowledge of physics, so far forth as the particular
suhjects under discussion are concerned, is infallible. Let her show her
knowledge of philology to be on a par wich her knowledge of physics. Let



B e Miih] INTERFSTING LETTER FROM AMERICA. 37

her also show that the results of both combined are irreconcilable with the
teachings of the Divine record. It is then that we shall say, You need
no longer suspend your judgment, but receive the last word spoken by
science, and modify according your view of Scripture,

One word more and we have done, Spiritualism is a modern kind
of witcheraft, or a new name for a very old practice. It is neither
more nor less than neeromancy, or, as the Bible térms it, “enquiring
of the dead.” The witch of En-dor practised this art when she
pretended to call up the Ghost of Samuel at the bidding of Saul—for
be it remarked, it is not said that Saul saw the spirit of Samuel-—the
witch described it to him, and from the description, he perceived that
it was Samuel. But it is nowhere said that necromancy was a real
thing, and not a juggle. On the contrary, as we have seen, the person
who professed it was called a witch, and Moses commanded that all
witches should die the death of traitors—deniers of God the King. And
if the law of Moses had heen the law of England, no such action as
that of “ Lyon v. Home > could have been sustained. The art out of
which the cause of action arose, would have been illegal, and no suit
could have been founded upon it.

Our readers must pardon us for entering thug at length upon a subject
with which they are for the most part so well acquainted. Our excuse
is the continual references to the Hebrew Scriptures, to maintain state-
ments which have no shadow of a foundation there, A lie is very
difficult to kill—the more difficalt the longer it lives. But truth is
truth, and it cannot be stated too often, so long as it is opposed by
falsehood,—dJewish Chronicle.

INTELLIGENCE AND EXHORTATION FROM THE OTHER SIDE
OF THE ATLANTIOC.

SeriverieLp, Omto, U.S. December 20th, '1869.

BroraER RoBERTS,—After taking out the amount of the subscriptions for
Ambassador, 38 dollars, and about 20 dollars 50 cents for the tracts ordered,
the balance of the remittance enclosed, is intended as a freewill offering
from the ecclesia to the brother referred to on cover of 4mbassador,
September No.: ¢ Case for more than sympathy.”” This sum was raised in
four weeks, after the order laid down in last chapter of 1 Cor. This rule
commends itself to the faithful in Christ; it is the rule of the Spiris
given through the apostle to the Gentiles ; it secures the sum given as a
freewill offering; 1t excludes any individual comparisons of amounts
given ; it goes into the Lord’s treasury, and goes out by the will of the
ecclesia as 2 body, and leaves no room for individual action or individual
complaint ; it is done only by those of the name, and, therefore, in the
name, and will appear us a memorial for the name in the day of the Lord
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the Spirit.—(Matt. xxv, 40; Acts x, 31; Rom. xii, 18,) ¢ Thou shalt be
recompensed at the resurrection.”—(Jesus.)

The city of Springfield—16,000 inhabitants—the place of our pilgrimage,
is one of the prettiest inland cities in the States, situated in a rich and
populous country, rapidly growing, and having several large manufactories
for agricultural implements, &c. The eclesia in this city numbers 22,
with a good prospect of the addition of several more. We have a good hall,
at rent and expense of 110 dollars per year; we hold two meetings every
first day, the day meetings for the ‘‘breaking of bread ” and the night
meetings for lectures; we raise about 300 dollars per year for the cause we
love, for periodicals, books, tracts, and paying invited speakers from
abroad, relief of the poor, &c.

Brother William Zittle has had a thousand copies of the Declaration
reprinted. American brethren can procure them of us at 100 cents. per
dozen; single copy, 10 cents, postage puid. Except the Ashtabula ecclesia,
reported in the December No. of the Ambassudor, this is the only ecclesia
known to us in the States; we know of several Christadelphians scattered
throughout the States. Brother Woodworth and wife are faithful in Athens
Co. ; they have not met with a brother or sister of the one faith for some
three years. I saw them several years ago, and re-immersed sister W. I
correspond with them. There is good prospect of the reconstruction of a
“church of God” in our neighbouring city of Dayton. They number
about twelve, and eight or ten of them are investigating in true Berean
spirit, and are progressing favourably from wunder the milk and water
gospel—(corresponding te transatlantic Dowieism)-—of certain ¢ travelling
evangelists,”” who have compassed these churches, at least, in order to keep
them from seeing thé apostolic teaching of resurrection and adonian
judgment of dead works—not the least of which, by any means, is
preaching another gospel and building up what they are pleased to call
“properly organized churches,” which means a company of men and
women with a superficial knowledge of the reign of Christ on the earth,
associated with crotchetty (vain) imaginations about their children and pious
neighbours, &c., enough to destroy all love for the gospel, in its broad,
justifying, and sanctifying fulness—the truth as it in Jesus. In order for
this company of pseudo-believers to be recognized by the ¢ conferences,”
and ‘“‘heads of departments,” and ‘‘bodies” of monstrosity with one
head, looked for to appear in the sky, and two or three busy heads, if not
“busy bodies” on these low grounds of sorrow below, it must have
certain horns growing out of itself, and one ¢‘little’’ travelling ‘horn”
overit. The first they dub “‘elders” and “‘deacons,” and the other evangelists,
or our ‘“‘minister” or preacher. Some of these are considered ¢ big guns,”
because they make a loud noise and consume a great deal of ammunition,
to wit: collections at the end of each performance from liberal brethren
and friendly aliens! ! Now this use of these much-abused * titles” of an
order of ¢ officials” created by the Eternal spirit, and set in and over the
ecclesias in the ‘‘times” of the apostles—for the space of about forty
years, Micah's early rain—a foreshadowing of the fervour of the power of
the * officials,” of the latter rain—during the forty years judgment hour,
when the Lord of lords shall be present with the empowcred saints, I
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repeat this disposition to use their titles, and ape the “‘official,” is the first
step to the apostacy. Even if the N.T. sanctioned the appointment of men
to official relationship in the body of Christ, or any other “‘body” religious
by their own corporate action, which it does not, for the ecclesia never, in
a single instance, appointed an official of the Holy Spirit's creating (Acts
xx), much less one of their own creating—it would be impolitic to make
such appointments; for ‘“human nature” is too weak to bear this appeal to
sin’s flesh. There is not one man in a thousand but what appointment to a
raling and teaching position in the ecclesia, and especially in so fleshly an
organization as a so-called ¢‘church of God,” would puff him up
in an overgrowth of his phrenological bumps of egotism, lording it, and,
sooner or later, making him feel it due to the dignity of his ‘¢ office ” to
arrest the free course of truth. The instances are few indeed, where a
body, call it ¢ congregation,” *church of God,” or ¢ ecclesia,” with a
head "of its own appointing, did not, sooner or later, cause the truth to suffer
in its tree course. The first step of that fearful-official stepping on the truth
was the unwarranted succession, by appointment of elders, after the true and
only appointing power was removed by the Holy Spirit from the ecclesias
(Rev. ); and that power, to-day, that is trampling free investigation,
and closing church halls and edifices, and the ears of partially-instructed
disciples from the whole truth, is this same self-constituted ¢ eldership”
and ‘“‘evangelistship” among the organizations known as ¢‘the christian
church” (Campbellite), ‘‘church of God,” in this country Adventists, some
half dozen shades of Millerism, all bearing one strong feature of resemblance
to their father—a fixed determinatioun to burn up the,inheritance of Abraham,
and exclude his natural sons from any future portion in the promises. I fear,
in some instances, professed ecclesias of the cne faith are following in the same
unseriptural and evil course. Our Advento-Campbellite quondam friends are a
present illustration of how these ¢‘properly organized churches,” with elders,
deacons, and evangelists, who, in their incipiency, spoke great swelling words
againsta ‘‘ hireling clergy,” and the tyranny of the officials of the churches
have come, in less than three score and ten years, to do the same things
they condemned and partially suffered.  Their evangelists are rapidly
approximating ¢ white-cravated ministers” of the more orthodoxical
abominations of the earth, and are centring in the cities, towns, and
richer hamlets, where they are securing very comfortable salaries as
ministers, pastors of their very respectable congregations of the rapidly-
becoming popular and numerous denominations, (hence their utopianism of
overthrowing sectarianism, and converting the world,) quite craftily styled
“The Christian Cburch” now, though primitively they gloried in the
appellation, ¢ disciples of Christ!” At present they are so insensibly
softening that they are almost willing to give up their talismanic motto,
baptism for remission of sins, in order to secure membership in the evan-
gelical conventions and ¢ ministerial associations,” at present everywhere
being called—a sign of the times—by the evangelical who pass resolutions,
declaring that baptism is not essential to salvation or in order to remission
of sins.—(See Proceedings of Evangelical Convention, held in Cin., Dec.
10th.) After Brother Thomas’s last trip to Va., it is only too patent that
these ‘“ enthron®d elderships” have a ¢ lion mouth ”—a venal press—




40 COMMUNICATION FROM DR, THOMAS. S p S RN

through which they roar their gross mirepresentations and villanous abuse
against Dr. Thomas—that most excellent and fearless Christadelphian, and
ablest expounder of the word of the Deity since the days of the apostles; as
well as the feared, the cogent, the honest, hononrable, and disinterested,
patiently labouring exposer of the wicked wiles and silly follies of the full-
grown, and, by expiry of time allotted to practice, now doomed
apostacy—as also the * little bands,” scattered abroad, for they that will
live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution, and, therefore, spoken of
by the Satans as ‘‘the insignificant few,” the Lovers of the eosPEL
PREACHED To ABRAHAM, and, therefore, true appreciavors of the Doctor and
his unequalled writings.

Let the enlightened brethren of Jesus, living in these last treacherous
times, take warning, and take heed that they be not tempted to the first
step of the apostacy, constituting orders for oraer, exceeding orders of the
apostles; rather let us follow the plain order producing order, and
human-nature crucifying order of the apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ.
¢ Cry aloud, and spare not,” for these be the days of universal lapsing into
truthlessness. None hold the truth in word and deed in sincere consistency,
but the ‘‘insignificant few,” discriminately named ¢ Christadelphians,”
whom the rampant masses look upon with non-regardance. Let Christadel-
phians be found at the Apocalypse of Jesus to his own realm as the
faithful were found in the lifetime of his ambassadors, in the full and
hearty belief of the truth, and in the sober and hearty obedience of the
commandments of Jesus Christ, and in the simplicity of apostolic order.

¢« Fipally, brethren, .whatever things are true, whatever things are
henourable, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are amiable, whatever things are reputable, if there be any virtue,
and if any praise, attentively consider these things, and what you learned,
and received, and heard of me, these things practise, and the God of peace
will be with you.”— (Phil. iv, 8, 9 ) Here we are taught, most definitely,
that to have the God of peace with us, we are to practise nothing but what
we have heard, learnt, and recetved of Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles.—
W. H. Regves.

INTERESTING COMMUNICATION FROM DR. THOMAS,

THE BAPTISM OF JOHN.—d4 DIVINE TEACHER OF GREEK.—THE TRUE

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION.—THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS.—SPIRITS

IN PRISON.~VISITED BY SPIRITS—THE TRUTH IN WORCESTER, Mass.
WINE DEALERS OF THE APOSTACY.

THE BAPTISM OF JOHN.

Dear Bro. RoBERTs,—Yesterday a ¢ Rev.” Nicodemus visited me, not
by night, but by pest, and enquired of me, not * How a man could be
born when he is old ?” but respecting the baptism of John. He is a
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Baptist divine, and a man of singular candor and intelligence, and of
remarkable courtesy to all with whom he has to do. In short, from all
I hear of him,** he is not far from the kingdom of God.” His letter is
as follows :

“Dr. Thomas,

Dear Sir,—I beg the privilege of submitting to you the following
question, and I hope you will do me the extreme favour of an answer at
your earliest convenience. I cannot satisfy my own mind in the
premisses ; and therefore I submit the inquiry:

Was the immersion preached and administered by John an innovation
upon the times in which he lived, or was it not; and if 80, how is it that
no objection was ever made to it ? Please reply. Yours truly.

Dec. 14, 1868.

I have suppressed the name and residence of the querist, as not necessary,
and perhaps not agreeable to him, to be known, and content myself with
giving you the substance of my reply, which may meet a like question in
the minds of some of your readers. Thus, then, I wrote to him:

“John and Jesus were both ‘made under the Law,” though for a
different purpose: and were both co-workers in the proclamation of the
Gospel of the Kingdom, and in the immersion of all who believed what
they preached for remission of sins. The belief of their converts was
characterised by the development in them of an Abrahamic disposition
and mode of thinking—(Rom. iv. 18-22, Luke i. 17),~—which, in their
submitting to immersion, were] counted to them for ¢ Repentance:’ and
by the immersion of such as its subjects, characterised the immersion as
the ¢ Baptism of Repentance for the remission of sins.’

« The times ’ were constituted of a divine cycle by the Mosaic law.
¢ The law and the prophets were until John,’—(Luke xvi. 16)—that is,
¢ they prophesied’ or preached, until John, in being read every Saturday
or Sabbath day, in the synagogue—(Matt. xi. 13 ; Acts xv. 21);—but
‘since that time’-—since the beginning of John's proclamation. ¢the
kingdom of God is preached.” The beginning of John’s preaching was
‘ the beginning of the gospel,” not simply of Christ, which was set forth
in the law and the prophets,—(Rom. i. 2, 8)—but ¢ of Jesus Christ, Son
of the Deity,’—(Mark i. 1)—by the Messenger sent before Him. The
Johannist voice in the wilderness proclaiming the approaching
manifestation to Israel of Yah, Yahweh, Ail of salvation’—(Is. xii. 2;
xxvi, 4)—in the flesh. John said, ‘I am not He, but am sent before
Him  Jesus said, ‘I am He." John preached till thrown into prison;
then Jesus carried on the work without him, assisted by the Twelve and
the Seventy. The conjoint ministry of John and Jesus was the work of
Daniel’s Seventieth week, which ended at the ecrucifixion—it was the
confirmation of the Abrahamic or New Covenant for many—(Dan. ix. 27;
Rom. xv. 8)—and consummated in the cutting off of Messiah the Prince.
There was nothing like this in all the previous times of the Law. It
was a novel procedure altogether; it was decidedly an innovation upon
the times in which he lived.
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¢ If so, how is it that no objection was ever made to it?” There is no
recorded objection, it is true; we may therefore suppose that there was
none. One reason then may have been, because ¢ he came in the spirit
and power of Elijah,” however they may have been manifested; because
therefore and secondly, all the people held John for a prophet—(Matt xxi.
26)—; thirdly, they were all on the tiptoe of expectation for the speedy
appearance of Christ, and would be pre-disposed to hear what he had to
say, especially as his ministry did not supersede the mnecessity of
continued observances of the Law; and fourthly, although John did no
miracles, they beheld a grand confirmation of his mission at the baptism
of Jesus, in the descent upon him of the Spirit-Dove, and the voice of
recognition from the excellent glory, declaring him to be the Son of
God. Still, there were some that objected, saying ¢ He hath a demon’
(Matt. xi. 18).”

3. A DIVINE TEACHER OF GREEK.

The Ambassador for December has been received. It is always a
welcome visitor, as it keeps us posted in respect of the progress of the
truth in far distant lands. I was quite interested in the correspondence
between bro. Bosher and the parsons. I was much amused at the letter
of the “ Rev. W. D.,” the teacher of Greek. The idea of a divine
teacher of Greek writing such foolishness about the text *“ Lo, I am with
you alway, even until the end of the world,” is really astonishing! Though
¥ am neither “* a divine,” nor “ a teacher of Greek,” I am at liberty to
state without fear of contradiction from qualified scholars, that the
Greek version of Matt. xxviii. 20, is most recklessly and shufflingly
garbled in the English clerical version, * appointed to be read in churches
by the anthority of the Most High and Mighty DPrince James.” The
“Rev. W. D.” says, “ Christ said to his apostles, Lo, I am with you
alway, even until the end of the world.” Allow me most courteously to
tell this gentleman, whose profession is to * grind divinity” and teach
Greek, that the Greek version of the words of Christ, does not record
any such saying. Christ never said any such thing; still less did he
say what he did in the sense put upon it by the State and Dissenting
guides of the people into * the ditch.” If the **Rev.” gentleman had
not been a teacher of Greek; if he had known only his mother tongue,
there might have been some excuse for the mis-statement: but he hath
been a teacher of Greek, which, doubtless, he can speak, as Hudibras
would say, * with as much ease as pigs do squeak ;” for such a learned
Grecian, with the Greek New Testament within his reach—the easiest
kind of Greek—to speak so falsely of Christ—to bear such false witness
against him, is insufferable blasphemy, and without excuse. How dare
this gentleman in black put a falsehood into the mouth of the truth
incarnate! Is it because he is a son of that father who assailed Christ
in the wilderness, in whom Christ says, truth is not—(Jno. viii. 44)?
Is not this “straining so as to dovetail into a system”—a system of the worst
kind, styled apostolically « a strong delusion” and “ a lie 2” a system of
divinity, that can ouly be sustained by putting lies into the mouths of
Chirist and his aposties.
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If the ¢ Rev. W. D.” had not made Christ
speak falsely, there would have been no
scope for at least twenty-nine lines of print.
¢ When Christ said,” says he, ‘that he
would be with his apostles until the end of
world, he must have included all who should
follow them swuceessively in their work.”
Here is the old Mother of Harlot’s dogma of
““apostolic succession” lugged in for the
occasion! The established ministries of all
sects seize upon it. 'The catholic hierarchy
appeal to it in proof that Christ promised to
be with them; Queen Victoria’s English and
Scotch clergy do the same; so also all the
contrarious and dissenting orders adduce it
as Christ’s promise tv be with them! And
here in America, the parsons of all sects
perpetrate the same folly! What a Christ
must he be that could promise to be with the
holy apostles, and also to be with the catho-
lic and protestant priests and parsons to the
world’s end, who are as ignorant of the
gospel the apostles preached, as the name of
Blasphemy himself upon the Seven Hills.
Such a Christ could be no other than Anti-
christ.  The true Christ would scorn to
identify himself with such an impious and
motley crew.

But the time is now come for one, though
neither a divine nor teacher of Greek, to
teach our teacher of Greek what Christ did
say to his apostles,as reported to us in Greek.
He said, ¢ Behold, I asn with you ALL THE
DAYS UNTIL THE END OF THE AGE.” He
promised to be with the apostles during all
these days until the end. And the promise
was amply fulfilled, ¢the Lord co-working
and confirming the word through the signs
following after ’—(Mark xvi. 20.) He told
them when ““ the end’” should be, in these
words, namely, “this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the habitable for a
witness to all the nations; and then shall
come the end”—(Matt, xxiv. 14.)  The
preaching of the gospel to this pre-ordained
extent was fully accomplished by the apostles.
Taul testified to this in Col. i. 23, where he
says, it “had been preached to every
creature under the heaven.”

This work |

i

finished, nothing hindered the manifestation :

of the end of the age. What age, aion, or

cycle? The course of time divinely appointed ;

for the continuance of the Mosaic Law, which
when Paul wrote the Epistle to the Hebrews,
he had “waxed old,”” and ““was ready to
vanish awnay,”’—(Heb. viii. 13)—: and when
he was writing—(1 Thess. ii. 16,)—he says
in speaking of the Jews, ¢the wrath hath
come upou them for the end eis telos. 1
trust then it will be apparent to our learned

Greek that the Jesus Paul preached as the |

Christ was true and faithful to his promise,
and that he was literally with them to the
end of the Mosaic Dispensation or Keonomy.
There is no reliable account of the apostles

after the subversion of the Commonwealth of

Judub. They had no official successors, and

i
!

could have none, The clergy, by whatever
name they may pass current in the world,
are not the successors of the apostles, but of
those ¢ false apostles’” denounced by Paul in
2 Cor. xi. 13; and by the Spirit in Apoe. ii.
2, 9, 14, 20, 24, iii. 9, 17. Christ never
promised to be with these for five minutes,
and certainly not to the world’s end. On
the contrary, having ¢ crept in unawares,”
he threatened to ‘“spue them out of his
mouth,”” which he effectually performed.
The ¢ Rev. W. D.” seems to think, that if
Christ’s promise to the apostles did not in-
clude their self-styled successors, the clergy,
(in America, where all sects are on the same
level, their parsons are all regarded as con-
stituents of the clergy, so-called; while in
Britain the termn does not include dissenting
ministers: I use the phrase in the American
gense ; though in truth they are none of them
clergy at all) there would be no divine
provision for the preaching of the gospel.
This foolish notion comes of having paid
more attention to heathen Greek than to the
study of the word.

3—~THE TRUE ArosTOLIC SUCCESSION

consists, not of divinity-grinding profession-
als, who
“ Grind divinity of other days
Down into modern use: transform old print
To zigzag manuscript, and cheat the eyes
Of gallery critics by a thousand arts.’—Cowper,

This is true of those who claim to -be
successors of the apostles. But the apostles
were not of this type. How then can these
professional divinity grinders be their antitypes
or successors! In the absence of these, ¢ the
Rev. W. D.” thinks there would be no
intrumentality for the proclammation of the
gospel 1 Alas, for mankind! Why the histery
of the clergy has proved, that the longer they
grind the “divinity of other days’ the less
of gospel is to be found in their grist; and
the more superstitious or infidel the muldi-
tudes become ! Will the protestant clergy of
all the numes and denominations of Christen-
dom be pleased to inform us, who were the
successors of the apostles before TLuther?
Will they tell us Wicklitfe, Huss, Jerome
of Praguc? But they were only Catholics
who quarrelled with the Pope. They were
ignorant of the gospel; or if they understood
it, so much the worse for them, seeing that
they never obeyed it. It was impossible that
such could be of the true apostolic succession;
for they preached a gospel the apostles never
heard of ; and initiated sucklings into the
Popish churel by the blasphemous institu-
tions  of Baby-Rhantism and Episcopal
Confirmation.  The apostles were  totally
ignorant of those blasphewmics, They knew
nothing of the gospel and institutions accepted
by catholies from Constantine to Luther; or
by piotestantz from Luther and Calvin to
our fricnd the teacher of Greck,  The priests
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and parsons, thervefore, who minister in what
they call “spiritual things,”” but in what are
really ¢ blasphemies,”” are all pronounced by
Pual accursed.  Hence, they can only be the
accursed preachers of another gospel, and in
no scriptural sense the apostolic succession.
Let anyone who understands the truth inquire
of them concerning the things seen and
heatd of Paul by his contemporaries, and
such inquirer will soon discover the truth of
what I testify respecting the clergy of our day.

My proposition is that no man con be a
st » of the aposties who hath not himself
belicved and obeyed the gospel of the kingdoin;
and who doth not teach the same things as
they taught. e only in the generations
foliows them successively in their work who
teaclies others the truth exhibited by them.
This is evidently the principle of succession
laid down by Paul, in saying to Timothy
“tlhe things that thou hast heard of me
aiwong many witnesses, ¢he same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to
teach others also,””—(2 Tim. ii. 2.) The
Rev. W, D, is not of this category. He is
not a faithful man; for no faithful man
would first put a falsehood into Christ’s
mouth, ana then reason from it in proof of
Christ’s co-working with catholic priests and
protestant parsons to the end of the world.
And though he may be able to teach others
Greek, be is clearly inapt to the teaching of
the truth as it is in Jesus.

1f the Rev. W. D. cannot interpret Paul
and Christ better, cr more faithfully represent
their sayings, than he has mine in ZLlpis
Israel, T am fully justified in $aying that he
is neither a faithful man nor apt to teach;
and therefore, no constituent of a succession
divinely authorized to say, “ come, and take
the water of life frecly,”—(Rev. xxii. 17.)

Paul saith ¢ the ecclesia of the living God
is the pillar and firm support of the truth.”
What are styled “the churches” and ¢“the
ehurch’ by professors and non-professors,
ave not the ecelesia of the Deity : they are not
therefore, ‘“the pillar and support of the
truth.””  The ecclesia is an association of
individuals, who having received an invita-
tion to God’s kingdum. and glory, have
accepted it, in being immersed “into the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.”” Being thus called out from
amony the Gentiles, it is Scripturally styled
ecclesiu—the body of Christ’s Brethren, joint
heirs with him of God’s kingdom and glory.
This, the One Body, is the true and only
apostolic succession; the divinely provided
instrumentality for the proclamation of the
sospel, in all the generations, from * the end
of the age,” to the appearing of Christ again
in the day of his power.” All societies
called churches, beyond the pale of the
ceelesia, are nothing else than “synagogues
of Satan,” whose orders ‘““say they are
apostles, but are not; having been found
Hurs by brethren of the Ephesian type—Rev,

ii, 2; and had these spurious apostles réigned
in past ages, “without the antagonism and
active opposiiion of the ¢ faithful men” of
the ecclesia of the living God, “able to teach
others’’ the Pauline gospel, “the truth as it
is in Jesus”” would have been as non-existent
in all the world, as it is now at the Royal
Chapel at Windsor, the St. Peter’s of the
Seven Hills, or in all the ¢ Names and
Denominations of Christendom,” apocalypti-
cally styled ¢ Names of Blasphemy,” and
¢ Harlots and Abominations of the earth,”’—
(Rom. xvii. 3,5.) “The Christadelphians,”
of whom our divine friend and teacher of
Greek, does not seem to think much, are the
last of the generations of the ecclesia of the
Living God, in its conflict with the Laodicean
apostacy in Romish and Protestant manifest-
ation. The Christadelphian body contains
within its pale ¢ faithful men who are able
to teach others’® the doctrine of the Old and
New Testaments. Like as it was in the
apostolic ecclesias, there may be within its
pale ¢ unreasonable and wicked men ”’—men
of “ good words and fair speeches, whereby
they deceive the hearts of the simple;”” but
then, these do not give character to a body,
any more than a few rotten teeth determine
the corporeal soundness of an individual. All
genuine Christians who breathe the breath of
life, are of this body, although they may not
have heard of the name “ Christadelphian ;”
nevertheless, they cannot be genuine Christ-
ians and be ignorant of the thing imported by
the word. Can such a Christian be adduced
who is yet ignorant that he has the high
honour of being a son of the Lord God
Almighty, and therefore a brother of Jesus
Christ 2 This is the import of the Anglicised
Greek mname Christadelphion. Our divine
friend, the teacher of Greck, will therefore
perceive that Christadelphians are not of
recent appearance in the world. On the
contrary, they were coeval with the apostles.
The apostles themselves were Christadelph-
ians before ¢ they were called Christians at
Antioch.” Hence, the Lord Jesus said, in
effect, that he would be with Christadelphians
to the end of the age. And has he not been
with them ever since? Yea, verily; their
living and active, and anti-clerical existence
in this cloudy and dark day, is a demonstra-
tion of it in fact. The eurnest and faithful
naen of the Christadelphian body, who walk
not after the flesh, are the true apostolic
succession in this the nineteenth century
generation of it. ¢ Christ dwells in their
hearts by faith” (Eph. iii. 17)—by an
intelligent belief of the truth concerning him
who is THE TRUTH—therefore they know

' that Christ is “with them ;”’ and being with

them, they are not afraid to do battle with
the false apostles of the apostacy, with all
theiv tail of Beast and Image-worshippers ;
and with all the teachers of Chinese, Icelandic,
and Greek, who may figure in the coccygeal
extremity thereof,  They can do all things
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necessary to be done in this war through the
&pirit, which is the spirit that strength.neth
them.—(Phil. iv. 13; 1 John v. 6.) The
testimony which they bear is the last effort
of the ecclesia of the Deity—the last warning
voice before the epiphany of Christ. As for
the clergy, their case is hopeless. They
cinnot believe, because they seek not the
honour that cometh from God only.—~(John
v. 44} ; the goats whom they lead into the
diteh, even “the last difch,” cannot believe,
because they are not of Christ’s sheep—(Jno.
Xx. 26); his sheep know his voice, and a
stranger will they not follow.—(». 4.) This
voice is the truth. The clerical hirelings,

and those who pay them to prophesy smooth :
things to them, have no ears; that is, they .

are deaf to his voice, because they are not of °
God.—(John vifi. 47.) Christ gives eternal |

life to as many as the Father has given him,
and to no more,—(John xvii, 2.) The clergy
and their co-worshippers of the beast are not
included in this divine donation, because
there hath not been written from the founda-
tion of the world in the Lamb’s book of life

the names of such,—(Rev. xiii. 8; zxi. 27.) |

The names of those thathave been inscribed
there, are of those who know the Father, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom he
sent,—(Jno. xvii. 3); or as Paul expresses
it, “ who know God, and obey the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ,”—(2 Thess. 1. 8); all
not of this class are workers of abomination,
lovers and inventors of lies,—(Rev. xxi. 27;
xxii. 15); and for sudh, the lake of fire
burning with brimstone, willbe kindled when
judgment shall be given, and executed by
the saints: woe betide the clergy then!—
(Rev. xx. 15; xix. 20; Dan. vii. 22.)

After saying so much as this upon the true
apostolic succession, in which, I trust, it is
plain as the bright shining of the sun, that
the clergy, whether State or Dissenting have
neither part_ nor lot; and that in making
promise to his Christadelphian apostles, he
made no promise to them, I hope I have
succeeded in removing the Rev. W. D.s
wnsuperable perplexity which bars his recep-
tion of Eipis Isracl, supposing that every
word and thought in it were right, or ap-
peared so, in other respects.

4.—THE RicH MAN AND LAzARUS.

I am not going into the exposition of this
parable now; but, as our friend, the teacher
of Greek, has referred toit,I will just make a
remark on the subject in passing. It
evidently represents the rich man in torment ;
and Lazarus in contemporary enjoyment of
good things, by which he is comforted. Let
the reader notice this contemporaneousness of
reward and tormentation.  Now, I would
inquire, When are the righteous rewarded ?
I ask this, because when the time of their
reward is, then also must be the time of the
wicked’s punishment. In answer to my
question the clergy say that the righteous

are rewarded at the instant of the separation
of the immortal soul from the mortal body—
“the souls of believers at death do immediately
pass into glory.””  This is the form of words
in which they give utterance to one of the
lies of their father the devil. Well, this is
what' the devil says; but what saith the
Christ, whose mission it is to destroy the
devil and his ministers who preach the lies
he has invented P—(leb. ii. 14 ; 1 John iii. 8.)
Let us hear Lim: “The Son of Man shall
come in the glory of his Father with his
angels, and THEN he shall reward every mai
according to his works.””—(Matt. xvi. 27.)

 And again he says, “thou shalt be recom-

pensed in the resurrection of the just.”—
(Luke xiv. 14.) What a different answer is
this to my question! Which, as an inquirer
after truth, am I to believe, the devil and his
clergy, or Christ? Let the devil and his
divinity grinders be tumbled into the last
ditch, with all teachers of Greek who endorse
them, 1 will believe the words of Jesus, come
what may! He teaches that men are to be
rewarded according to their works, when he
comes and raises them from the dead.  This
being incontrovertibly true, it follows that
between death and resurrection, men
are neither ¢ comforted”” nor ¢tormented.”
This being inevitable, the parable of the rich
man and Lazarus doth NoOT represent the
relation of things subsisting,—being the
righteous and the wicked in a state between
death and resurrection. This is certain, and
he that affirms the contrary is of his father
the devil; who, when he uttereth a lie, gives
expression to his own; “for he is a liar, and
the father of it.”

No one contends that the parable represents
the torment of the rich and the comfort of
the poor before death. The devil and his
angels, though fools enough for almost any-
thing, have not been fools enough to affirm
this. If, then, the parable does not represent
the relative situation of the rich wicked and
poor saints, in respect of adjudicated reward
and punishment before death, nor between
death and resurrection, it must be evident to
all but the devil and his angels, whose blind-
ness is too intense for the light of revelation
and reason to penetrate, that the parable is a
shadowy representation of the reality that
will obtain in regard to the rich-man class
and the Lazarus class, AYTER the resurrection
of the two classes from the death state.

I do not know, however, if I have not
given the devil and his angels credit for less
{folly than they are entitled to, in s:ying that
they have not been fools enough to affirm
this.  Universalists profess to believe the
scriptures; yet they teach that all men
will be saved ; and that all the punishnient
there is for sin is before death, Their inter-
pretation, therefore, of the parable can only
find its supposed realities in the presen! state
of existence! The devil and his friends,
then, are fouls cnough for anything !
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But another question suggests itself here,
in connection with this contemporancous
comforting of Lazarus and tormenting of
the rich man after resurrection, namely,
where are the said comforting and tormenting
to be developed 2 1 ask this question, first
of Satan’s transformed ministers of right-
eousness (2 Cor, xi, 15), and of all
teachers of Greek or Esquimaux, who
sympathize doctrinally with them. Come ye,
who style yourselves *the ambassadors of
Jesus Christ,” tell us where the righteous
are comforied and the wicked contempo-
raneously tormented ?—

Here comes the Rev. Mr. Theological
Buck, who testifies that ¢ Hell is the place
of divine punishment after death.”  The
ancients supposed it was a region of fire near
the centre of the earth. Mr. Swindon
endeavoured to prove that it is seated in the
sun. Acecording to Mr. Whiston, the comets
arc so many hells, appointed in their orbits
alternately, and carry the damned to the
confines of the sun, there to be scorched by
its violent heat; and then, to retwrn with
them beyond the orb of Saturn, there to
starve them in those ecold and disinal regions.

According to this, the place of torment is
up in the sun and down in the centre of the
earth; and, as the parable shows, that
Abraham, Lazarus, and the rich Jew are all
within sectional distance, the place of
eomfort, or heaven, must be in the “cold
and dismal regions,” or in scorching heat,
alternately, as well! But here is Dr. Watts:
let us ask him about the ups and downs.
‘Where, Doctor, do the ¢ never-dying souls
of those rich Jews and Gentiles go to who
neglect to hear Moses and the prophets?
Hear him!

“ Devils plunge them down to hell,

In infinite despair!”
Down it is then, and not #p into hell; and
upon our former hypothesis, it ought to be
down into heayen also! Ah! just in the
nick of time, here comes that fire and brim-
stone expositor of divine mercy and philan-
thropy, ¢ the Rev. C. H, Spurgeon.”

“ Who thinks no word can please the

Lord,
Unless it smell of sulphur;”

‘What dost thoutestify? Hearhim! “When
the poor soul shall find ¢¢self in the hands of
angry fiends, it shall scem in that first moment
as though ¢¢ had been athirst for a thousand
years.  What will be Ass surprise. ‘And am
i,’ ke will say, ¢really here? 1 was in the
streets of London but a moment ago; I was
singing a song but an instant, and am I in
Iell!1””  The place of torment then, cannot
be far off, sceing that musneuter “nevor-dying

souls” can pass from a London dance-house :

into hell in a moment of time! Hell must

be very near the Spurgcon Tabernacle, at all

events; so that from thence it may be truly said
Est facile descensus Averno!

But, after all said, it is evident that these
gentlemen in black, who say that they have
been ¢ called and sent of God as Aaron was,”
to guide the blind into the way of truth and
righteousness, know nothing at all about the
matter. The clergy of the nineteenth cen-
tury know no more about the locality of
heaven and hell, or the nature of the rewards
and punishments to be meted out there, than
the old pagans of the first century, or the
successors of these, the worshippers of the
beast and his image in the intensest night
of the middle ages. One of their number,
the celecbrated Dr, Doddridge, observes con-
cerning the locality of the place of torment,
“'We must here confess our ignorance; and
shall be much better employed in studving
how we may avoid this place of horror, than
in labouring to discover where it is.”” Taking
the Doclor then for their mouth, we may
safely say that Satan’s ministers ‘““give 1t
up,”’—they can’t tell where it is! Of course
also they are equally ignorant of the locality
of heaven, the place of Lazarus’s comfort and
Abraham’s enjoyment; for according to the
parable, heaven and hell are within speaking
distance! indeed, clerical tradition allows no
locality for “the saints’ secure abode;” for
Dr, Watts, the poetic and pious laureate of
the Dissenting section of the apostacy, sings
that it is * Beyond the bounds of time and
space.””  If they assign their heaven to such
an incomprebensible locality, ¢4¢ir hell must
be parabolically within hail. I feel embar-
rassed in speech in asking where a thing is
““beyond the bounds of space.” ¢ Beyond
the bounds of space’’ is certainly now/here;
and that which is nowhere is nothing. This
is then the logical answer to the question in
view of clerical teaching. The clerical
heaven and hell are nowhere, and therefore
nothing. They are a mere fiction, borrowed
from the mythology of the pagans, not one
whit improved since the catastrophy of the
Red Sea.

Seeing then that we can get noinformation
from the devil.and his angels, we will now
put our question to the holy Prophets and
Apostles.  Where, O yefaithful and infallible
exponents of the truth, are the rich despisers
of your testimonies to be tormented; and
your righteous brethren to be contempora-
neously comforted in the presence of Abraham,
after resurrection 2 Hear them! *“the right-
eous shall be recompensed IN THE EARTI;
much more, the wicked and the sinner.”” "The
righteous, the wicked, and the sinner, then,
receive according to their lifetime develop-
ments, their reward or punishment upon the
surface of their mother earth. Again, ‘“the
upright shall dwell in the earth, and the
i perfect shall remain in it. But the wicked
shall be cut off from the earth, and the
transgressors shall be rooted out of it.”” The
, cutting off and the rooling out are the
torment of the wicked in the carth, the result
of which is the transfer of the carth to those
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who are comforted.—(Prov. xi. 31 ; ii. 21, 22.)

Again, *the righteous shall rejoice when
he seeth the vengeance: he shall wash his
feet in {he blood of the wicked. So that a
man shall say, Verily, there is a reward
for the righteous; verily, there is Elohim
judging in the earth,” —(Psalm lviii. 10, 11.)
To the righteous it is said, ¢ when the wicked
are cut oft thou shaltsee it;’’ and “ye shall
tread down the wicked; for they shall be
ashes under the soles of thy feet, in the day
that I shall do, saith Yahweh Tz’ vaoth.”—
(Mal. iv. 3.) Will not the righteous and the
wicked then be within speaking distance ?
‘When the wicked are being cut off, rooted
out, and trodden under foot, as burnt ashes
are trodden, will they not then lift up their
eyes in the now invisible future, being in
torments? This is a work to be done after
the advent of Christ, and after the resurrec-
tion, and the judgment, that begins at the
house of God. :The wicked cannot be judicially
tormented until then; because the spirit
is the tormenting power through the saints
when judgment is given to them., They
must therefore come into existence by resur-
rection first; and the one-talent class
separated from among them. The five and
two-talent class represented by Lazarus, will
then be comforted in Abraham’s bosom—in
other words, sitting down with them and the
prophets in the kingdom of God; while the
workers of iniquity who will see it—repre-
sented by the rich Jew—wecping and gnash-
ing their teeth—will be thrust out into the
aion-fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels,—(Luke xiii. 28; Matt. xxv. 41.)

The rich Jew-workers of iniquity raised
from the dead are *“thrust out’ of one
country of the earth into another. They are
“ thrust out’’ of the territory of the kingdomn
of God, where they had once spread them-
sclves as a green bay tree, and are commanded
by the King to ¢depart’’ from his presence
into that section of the earth still occupied by
the devil and his angels. Daniel’s Fourth
Beast, styled by John of Patmos, ¢ the
Dragon, the Old Serpent, which is surnamed
the Devil and the Satan;’’ of which devil
and Satan power, the clergy of all the names
and denominations are the blasphemous and
untruthful element. They are thrust out to
wander as condemned exiles among the
nations of Greck and Latin Turope, whose
body politic is to be “slain and given to the
burning flame.””  This is the kolasin aionion
into which they “go away.”’— (Matt. xxv. 46.)
I agree with our friend the teacher of Greck,
that this is *“a subject of awful significance,’’
especially to him and all others who “speak
lics in tlic name of the Lord.”—(Zech.
xiil. 3.)

5.—“ SpIRITS IN PRison.”

Before I bid adica to the “Rev W. D.,”
it secns necessary to say a word or two in
explication of this phrase.  Alluding

to the text in which it occurs, he says:
“this passage is so mysterious that I
believe only God understands it;” yet he
thinks we are bound to explain to him
what such phrases mean, worded as they
are in antagonism to the other phrases of
“sleep.” Very well; but seeing that he
confessedly knows nothing at all about it,
how will it be possible for him to deter-
mine whether my exposition be scripturally
correct? Pagan Greek will not help him;
“to the law and to the testimony ” this
is our only resort.

“Christ put to death as to flesh, but made
alive as to the Spirit, by which (spirit) he
went and preached to the spirits in prison,
formerly disobedient, when, once for all,
the long-suffering of the Deity waited, in
the days of Noah, while the ark was being
built, &ec.—(1 Pet. iii, 19.) In this
passage, there are two things, the flesh
that was put to death, and the Spijrit that
restored it to life. This same Spirit was
in the prophets (1 Pet. i, 2; Neh. ix, 30;)
in Noah, Abraham, (Ps. cv. 15) Moses, and
the rest in Jesus and the apostles; and by
it, the Eternal Father testified and made
proclamation to the disobcdient antedilu-
vians, to the Egyptians, to the Israelites,
and, last of all, to the Gentiles of the
Roman carth. When they were preached
to by the Spirit, they were not “ spirits in
prison,’ but spirits at large—disobedient
spirits, like the ccclesiastical world-rulers of
the darkness of this aien, whose class Paul
denominates “ the spiritual (o7 spirits) of
the wickedness in the heavenlies,” or
official high places of society. Lct our
friend, the teacher of Greek, consult
this text in the original, and he will come
to know what arc spirits not yet in prison.
—(Eph. vi, 12) In Paul's day, the
spirits the Spirit preached to through him
and others, were the rulers of the Jews,
secular and sacerdotal; and the governors,
pro-consuls, kings, and priests of the pagan
world; all now dead spirits, or spirits in
the pit, or prison, *“where no water is;”
and from which some of them will never
come forth.—(Zech. ix. 11; Isaiah xxvi,
14.5 The spirits in our day to whom the
Spirit hath not preached as of old time,
are the world-rulers in church and state—
the Llind-lcaders of the blind peoples into
the ditch. The spirits before the flood,
and the spirits in all ages and generations
since, who cause the people to err,are their
jeaders —(Isaiah ix, 16.) The spirits, or
spirituals, while Noah was building the
ark, and while the Spirit that was after-
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wards in Jesus, was preaching or testifying

through him, were those giants in iniquity
that “ had corrupted God’'s way upon the
earth.””—(Gen. vi. 11, 12; 4:) they were
the leaders of this antediluvian apostasy;
as the Catholic and Protestant spirituals of
the “Names of Blasphemy,” of which
the modern Gentile body politic is full
(Rev. xvii, 3), are the leading spirits of
the Laodicean apostacy, who are to be
bound, and cast into the abyss, and shut
up there by the archangel of judgment,
when he smites the nations with the rod of
his mouth, and shall slay the wicked with
the breath of his lips.—(1 Thess. iv. 16;
2 Epist. i. 7; ii. 8; Rev. xx. 1; xix. 15;
Isaiah xxi. 4) When this judgment is
fully executed, the clerical corrupters of
“ God's mway wupon the earth,’ our
modern devil and his angels, will then be
¢ gpirits in prison,” as were their antedi-
luvian predecessors in wickedness and
disobedience, at the time when Peter wrote;
and as they still are to this day.

Bat, why did the apostle of the circum-
cision introduce this supposed incompre-
hensible and mysterions passage into his
epistle? For a very obvious and simple
reason. The end of the power of the
gpirits who were persecuting the faithful
wasg at hand. James, who wrote abont the
same time, says “the presence of the
Lord hath arrived: the judge standeth
before the doors.”—wv, 7-9; and Paul, who
wrote both of the presence of Christ
against Jerusalem, and of his epiphany to
destroy the power and kingdom of the
devil-clergy, in all his epistles speaks of
these widely-different crises, though in
such a way, that the unlearned and un-
stable progenitors of the reverend classical
spirits of our age, who knew more of
Greek than of the gospel, wrested what
he wrote to their own destruction.— (2 Pet
iii. 16.) Paul, I say, said, in Phil. iv. 5,
“the Lord is near;’ and John also said
¢ My little children, it is the last hour.”
The time had arrived referred to by Jesus
in Matt. x. 23: “the End of the Age)’
the sunteleia, or co-end of the Mosaic body
politic, (then become a carcase;) and of
the apostles’ mission to Israel.

In forewarning the faithful of the
judgment coming upon the spirits who
were plotting his death, and whom he
styles *‘ serpents,” * vipers,” “ murdercrs,”
and “hypocrites,”” Jesus told them that
¢ ag the days of Noah’ so shall also the
presence (parousia) of the Son of Man
be’ The day and the hour the Father
had not revealed; but the times of Noah’s

contemporary spirits were given as a sign
that would find its counterpart in the
scoffing disobedience, recklessness, and
revelry of the spirits, who were to be
arrested in their criminal career, and shut
up in the prison-house of the dead, by the
eagle-host given to the little horn of the
goat against the daily.— (Dan. viii. 11, 123
Matt. xxiv. 15.) Peter, as a faithful
apostle, wrote his two letters to stir up
the pure minds of his brethren onm the
subject of the impending vengeance, and to
remind them of the signs given of the ap-
proaching end. Tn the execution of this pur-
pose, he called their attention to the times of
Noah, the fate of whose contemporary
splrlts would soon be the fate of those
spirits among themselves, who had privily
brought in heresies of destraction, denying
he Lord that bought them, and, by reason
of whom, the way of the truth was
blasphemed.—(2 Epist. ii. 1, 2.)

Lastly, that “spirits” signifies false
teachers, false prophets, or living flesh~-and-
blood deceivers of that ilk, is manifest
from 1 John, iv. 1. “ Beloved,” saith he,
“ believe not every spirit (pneuma), but
scrutinize the spirits (e preumatay
whether he is (est?) of the Deity; for
many false prophets have gone out into
the world.” “ They went out from us,”
saith he, “but they were mnot of us.”
These false-teaching spirits, he says,
were “of the world: on account of this,
they speak of the world, and the world
heareth them.” They were ungodly pro-
fessors of christianity, which they pre-
tended to teach,butof the principlesof which
they were totally ignorant. They were
worldly men, of polite address and oily
speech; for * with good words and fair
speeches they deceived the hearts of the
simple,” *““led captive silly women laden
with sins;’’ turned the affections of their
victims from the apostles to themselves;
and, in the garb of sheep, they subverted
whole houses, ravening upon their prey.
These spirits were what ecclesiastics now
style “the Fathers,” True, they were
the fathers. They were the fathers of the
apostasy! They laid the foundation of
the kingdom of the clergy, commonly
styled “the church” by the worshippers
of the beast. They developed the mystery
of iniquity into that system of blasphemy,
which has grown go great and wide-
spreading, that, like the tree of Babylon,
{Dan. iv. 11, 22) its duminion overshadows
the world. The spirits of John's *last
hour ” were known to the faithful by the
infallible characteristic given, namely,
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that “the world heareth them.” This
has been the characteristic of the same
kind of spirits from “the end of the
aion” to the day in which we live—
“they are of the world, therefore speak
they of the world, and the world heareth
them; ” the world is their father; they
are educated in the precepts and principles
of the world; in their ministrations, they
speak the lying vanities and unprofitable
things the world approves; and the world
having no controversy with them, gives
them its ears, and pays them exuberantly
for the deception practised upon it! What
wicked spirits these must be that are in
high favour with un “evil world,” to escape
from which, cost the life of the Son of
God, *who gave himself for our sins, that
he might deliver us from this present evil
world.”—(Gal. i, 4.3 Thercfore, * love not
the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the world.”—
(1 John ii, 15.) Scrutinize these men-
pleasing spirits by the word, and their true
character may easily be discerned. “If I
yet pleased men, I should not be the
servant of Christ,”” says Paul. This is
condemnatory of all the world’s spirits,
who minister to it in that which it highly
esteems. But the Lord Jesus testifies
against the world that hates him, saying,
“that which is highly esteemed among
men is abomination in the sight of God.”’—
(Luke xvi. 15; John xv. 18.)

If we scrutinize the spirits by the light
of these principles, we cannot fail to see
the true character of the Catholic and
Protestant ecelesiastical orders; and that it
is no slander to style them the angels of
the devil and ministers of Satan. It would
be. blasphemy of God’s name and taber-
nacle (Rev. xiii, 6) to style such spirits
“ successors of the apostles,” “ ambassadors
of Jesns Christ,” “ the called and sent of
God,” and *ministers of the gospel.”
The spirits of our day are the clerical
orders, as yet unwhipped, of divine justice.
They are like the frogs and flies of Egypt,
which insinuate themselves wherever there
is something to be plagued in house, field,
or village. Where their influence is
strongest, there the popular darkness is
most intense, and the least penetrable by
the truth. Men call Brigham Young, the
Mormon Prophet, an impostor, and so the
creature is. But why is this Utah * spirit "’
5o styled? Because he is not what he pro-

fesses to be. A very good reason this;
and, for the same reason, the Pope and his
clergy, the English, Irish, and Scotch
state clergy, and the Dissenting orders of
Britain and America, are all impostors.
They are not successors of the apostles,
because they do not hear the apostles; they
are not the ambassadors of Christ, because
he has not accredited them, and they have
no credentials to show; neither are they
the called of God, beeause they never
heard his voice; and they are not the
ministers of the gospel, because they know
not what it is. Such are the clergy of our
day—~mere impostors—spirits who spore
themselves with their own deceivings, and
beguile their victims from the simplicity
which is in Christ.

And now, what more can I say or do for
“the Rev. W. D,”’ whoever he may be,
than is already written? Some of his
words arc good and his speeches fair. If
one could only believe that they were the
honest expressions of his inward man, we
might have hoped that he would learn to
obey the truth. He appeals to the know-
ledge of brother Bosher, in evidence of his
willingness to sacrifice anything in order to
be found acceptable at Christ’s coming.
He may have changed his denomination in
the action of baptism, and now be occu-
pying a less popular pulpit than before;
but, in this, there is no taking up the cross
and following Christ.  'Will he put off
the clergyman, come out from among the
unclean, be obedient to the apostolic faith,
cease to be a hireling, work at some honest
calling for support, and be conducted with
the despised? He will find some real
sacrifice in this, especially for a professional.
1 should rejoice to celebrate such a miracle,
for it is almost a miracle for a clergyman
to obey the truth.

6.~ VISITED BY SPIRITS.

A few weeks ago, I was visited by
two respectably-dressed ¢ spirits,” who
reported themselves from that cavern of
the vasty deep, familiarly known in this
country as “the Hub of the Universe.”
Outside barbarians call it Boston; a great
city of transcendental wisdom and intelli-
gence, in its own conceit. In this mighty
cenire of radiant and progressive imagina-
tions, the spirits reign in all the glory of
high thoughts, which exalt themselves
against the knowledge of God. It is the
head.centre of the formalism, superstition,
atheism, and fanaticism of the model
republic, whose festering and teeming
exudations generate swarms  of Dlas-



50 COMMUNTCATION

FROM DR.

The Ambassador of the

TITOMAS, Coming Age, Feb. 1, 1869,

pheming spirits, who as richly deserve
imprisonment in the invisible, in Hades or
Sheol, as did the like disobedient spirits,
who vexed the righteous souls of Noah,
Lot, and the apostles. From this hold of
the unclean, the aforesaid spirits sallied
forth to visit me. One of them secmed
to be a dumb spirit; the other talkative
overmuch, and mouth for the occasion.
They enquired if I knew who Israel was?
I replied. that it wonld be strange if T did
not, after studying the Scriptures so many
years. He then descended upon me with
an avalanche of words about Ephraim,
and Manasseh, Celts, Teutons, Irish,
Dutch, Scandinavians, and this great
nation of Amecrica! I begged him to
reduce what he was aiming to impress npon
me, to a proposition of the smallest
possible dimensions. When put into shape,
it amounted to this: that the Teutonic
tribes of Germany. and the Scandinavian
and Celt tribes of the North of Ewope,
were the descendants of Ephraim and
Manasseh, which tribe, namely, the
English, Scotch, Irish, Welsh, Germans,
and so forth, having emigrated to North
America, had been made a great nation,
by God, in fulfilment of promises to
Israel; and that, consequently, the United
States were the republic of the lost
tribes !

The next thing I wanted to know was,
what seriptural proof existed for such an
assertion. This question was cmbarrassing;
and as none was forthcoming, I told him
I did not believe a word of it; bnt suppose
it were all true, what practical benefit was
there to be derived from knowing it?
“ Why,” said he, “would you not be
very much gratified in knowing that
you are what you have very much the
appearance of—a Jew?” *“Not at all;
for the word teaches me that ‘he is not
the Jew who is one outwardly;’ that
¢ they are not all Israel who are of Isracl:’
and that ‘the flesh profits nothing.’”
I was satisfied with being a Jew inwardly
through the obedience of faith, and was
not at all interested to know through what
tribe of savages I had descended from the
first man,

He then asked me if I was aware that
Llijah, the prophet, had appeared in
Tsracl-—that 1is, in the great Amcrican
nation? ‘Some years ago, a Millerite
named Snow placarded himseif on the
walls of New York as Elijah the prophet;
and now advertises himself in the New
York Herald as the *the Messenger of
God,  Then there is George Muller,

of Bristol, to whom, according to his own
account, the Lord has given some two
millions of dollars worth of mammon’s
filthy lucre, in answer to the prayers of
himself and other pious but disobedient
spirits not yet ¢in prison.”  The people
of his palace proclaim him to visitors as
‘the Eaijah of the Nineteenth Century !’
And now you announce to me a third
Elijah! Which of the three is the
veritable ¢ Simon Pure? '” < Oh!” said
he, “Snow is an impostor.” ¢ Doubtless,
and my conclusion is that they ave all of
that ilk.” “But on the supposition,” I
continued, “that your Elijah is the true
one, by what name is he known, that it we
common folks should stumble into his
presence, we may know what dignity we
behold? ” He secmed reluctant to answer
this question; my impression was that the
dumb spirit, sitting with him on the sofa,
was the so-called Elijah himself. He said
he was not yet publicly manifested to the
ten tribes or great American nation (all
things are great here, especially from a
Boston point of view!) but he would be
soon, to the astonishment of the world. He
was to preparc the way for Christ, who
would come forty years afterwards! He
was the subject of prophecy in four places,
where he was mentioned by name.”
“That’s it. Tell me then what is his
Gentile name; for it is that, I presume,
you reter to.” He then drew forth a
pamphlet, upon the cover of which was
printed the words Zol kérai bammidbar,
“the voice of onc crving in the wil-
derness.”—(Isaiah xi. 3.)  Puatting his
finger upon the middle word, he said that
was his namme—Kurry! But it was objected:
“ There are many Currys in the world;
there is Dr. Cwmry, a Methodist parson,
perhaps he is the man! How are we
to know? Besides, the word is not
kidrry, but ke-ray; nor is it there a proper
name.” ¢ But the best febrew scholars
in the country and Jews fresh from Europe
say it is kwrry!” ¢ They may; bug if all
the world affirmed it, so long as it is read
by the Masoretic points, the world would
be wrong in this, as it is in all things
connected with the truth.”

I now concluded it was time to bring
this unprofitable interview to a close. I
inquired if he had ever obeyed the gospel?
“Yes!” “What, the gospel of the king-
dom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, preached by Philip to the Samari-
tans? 7’ —(Acts viii. 12.)  “Ycs; bat not
as you would explain it;” for like the
Rev. W.D,, he had read Elpis Isracl,
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when a Millerite; but though it had con- .

vinced him that there is to be a real
kingdom of God upon earth, like said
reverend gentleman also, he decmed it
“inconclusive >’ upon all matters of faith
and obedience, if not * pretentious” and
“hombastic,” “ Have you been immer-
sed?”’  “Yes; -but I don’t believe in
water baptism now.” *“But Peter com-
manded Jews and Gentiles to be immersed
in water #” “Yes, but he was not immersed,
because Peter said so.” Of course not; he
had lived too long in the hub of the devil's
universe, to have any respect for Ieter.
He was immersed to follow Christ. DBut
he saw differently now. The great thing
was to be baptized with the Spirit, which,
like all other worshippers of the beast,
he imagined himself to have been! “I
perceive you are a disciple of George
Storrs, who, some years ago, accompanied
certain Millerite fanatics to one of the Long
Island cemeteries to see the dead rise!
He who is himself un-immersed, and be-
come spasmodically hydrophobic when the
necessity is pressed upon him, this same
disobedient spirit, not yet in prison,
teaches that baptism of the Spirit is the
essential baptism! But this was the very
reverse of Peter's argument, who, in the
case of Cornelins and his friends, con-
sidered that their unquestionable baptism
of spirit necessitated and justified their
immersion in water! But of what anthority
ave apostolic testimony, precedent, and
reason with Gentile spivits, wise in their
own conceits! There is more hope of
idiots than of such. These wise descend-
ants of Ephraim and Manasseh, in the line
of the Bostonian Celts and Teutons,
prouounce water baptism no part of God’s
system of righteousness! In preparing to
enter the Jordan, Jesus had said “ thus it
behoves us to fulfil all righteousness; ”” but
the Amecrican Elijah and his Mouth know
better than he! They can be righteous
without it; but it is a righteousness of
their own which is of no account. In
conclusion, I remarked, that *the secret
of Jehovah was with the righteous”
(that is true, said the dumb spirit, who
had not opened his mouth before), “and I
am fully satisfied that he makes use of
none clse in proclaiming his secrets to the
worid:”’  upon which they departed; I
closed the door upon them, in the hope of
never sceing them again.—(Psalm 1,16, 17.)

7.—Tus Trutnt iIN WORCESTER, Mass.

Some years ago, I was in Worcester,
Massachusetts, lecturing on  scripture

topics. There was then no Christadelphian
ecclesia there.  As I was speaking in
Warren Hall, by permission of the Advent-
ists who occupied it, one of their country
cousing came to the city to hear me, and I
suppose, to enlighten my darkness. In
brief, I may say, that he astounded me by
announcing the myth, that Captain
William Miller, the Baptist divine, who
proclaimed throughout the great American
Israel, that Christ was coming to burn up
the world in 1843, had been prophesied of
by Isaiah ! In the evening of the same
day,after Ihad concluded my address, which
did not at all harmonize with Millerite
opinion, one of the fraternity asked me if
the Scriptures did not somewhere say, that
there should be false prophets in the last
days? I replied that there was something
like it. ** Well,” said he, “ I think you are
one of them!’’ I smiled at the creature’s
impertinence, and left.

That was the day of very small things
in Worcester: they are not very great
now; but they have attained a magnitude
not to be despised. I believe the ecclesia
consists of over thirty brethren and sisters,
who are a light in the midst of darkness
that may be fclt. They are hardworking
and industrious mechanics, who support
their families in comfort and respectability,
and can yet ‘ind time for the study of the
word, with the assistance of what the Rev.
W. D. considers that pretentious, incon-
clusive, and bombastic book, Elpis Israel,
and Eurcka. They have no such spirits
among them as the clergy and those who
paid me a visit. Their ecclesia is not the
result of divinity grinding, but of the
formative power of the word understood
and believed. Any one of them could put
to silence the ignorance of the city parsons,
if the latter could pluck up courage to
encounter *them. But upon this, with all
their Latin, Greek, and mythology of the
Pagans, the pulpit spirits of disobedienee
dare not venture. They who are *taught
of God’’ are too mighty in the word for
the giants of the apostasy.

8.—~Tue Wine DEALERS OF THE
APOSTASY.

The stupidity of mankind in =ll thiogs
pertaining to * God's way upon the earth ”
is astounding. The Bible has becn in the
Gentile world eighteen centuries, and the
pulpit spirits have had nothing to do but to
study it, and well paid for the labour; and
vet the older the world grows, the more
infidel and ricketty it becomes. The Serip-
tures say truly that all the inhabitants of
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the earth have been made drunk.”—(Rev.
xvii, 23 And who are they by whom
they have been intoxicated? By whom
¢lse than by the clerical spirits who are of
the wortd, and speak of the world, and
whom the world hears. There is no hope
of reforming a drunkard go long as he has
access to the whiskey; so there is no hope
of enlightening a Gentile so long as he
drinks in the bedrugged and intoxicating
wine, poured out to him by the wine
dealers of the apostasy, the * abomination
and filthiness " of which so befuddle his
intellect and obtusify his perceptions, that
he mistakes the swimming in his head and
his self-satisfied feelings for the operations
of the spirit of God! To subject such a
subject to the curative influence of the
gospel, you must detach him from the
corrupt and corrupting influence of the
soul dealers of “the church.” See Rev.
xviii, 18, where, instead of ¢ slaves,” read
“bodies and souls of men,” as in the
Greek. The dominion of the clergy over
a man’s mind must be broken, before he
can be made whole and free by the truth.
What essential difference is there be-
tween the American “ Messenger of God,”
Snow; the American “Elijah,” Curry; the
American ¢ Prophet,” Young; and the
proud hierarchies of “the Church,” in all
parts of the world? The sleek and fat
bishops of the Anglican Harlot and her
Hibernian sister, who bask in the sunshine
of royalty and the vanities of courts, and
who proclaim themselves * Fathers in
God,” and imparters of the Holy Spirit
by the imposition of their ungodly hands
upon the empty heads of pretenders to
priesthood—what essential difference is
there between tnem and Messrs. Young,
Curry, and Snow? I can sce no other
than that, in & worldly point of view, the
bishops are more dignified and influential
impostors than the others. They all
pretend to be what they are not, which is
the quintessence of imposition upon the
credulity of mankind. I am glad to see
that minister Gladstone is marshalling

his retainers against the Hibernian
danghter of the Old Roman Prostitute.
When he has made her disgorge her ill-
gotten gains, if he will just try his hand
upon those other loose women, on either
side of the Tweed, he will confer a real
benefit npon the country. Let him eject
the lawn-sleeve gentry from the Upper
House; make “ the Church,” (always a den
of thieves and empirical hypocrites.) re-
store to the people the countless millions
they have been robbed of in tithes, rates,
and other revenues; reduce the whole
hierarchy to a company of peripatetic
philosophers, whose merit shall be the only
legitimate claim upon the pockets of the
people; having spoiled them, divide the
spoil between the support and education
of the helpless and the children of the
poor; and many other things he might do,
if he were fully up to the character and
necessity of the times. But after all,
Mr. Gladstone and his tail are a mere
scouting party, in advance of the grand
army of the faith. He may harass the
enemy, but he and his friend Bright have
neither knowledge, wisdom, nor power
enough, to rectify the evils which oppress
the people. Reformers need themselves
to be reformed.

While, then, these men are sapping and
mining the Harlots' outworks, it is our
mission to enter their citadel, sword in
hand—the sword of the Spirit—and
behead the garrison in its stronghold: the
ignorance of the people. Dispel this by
the light of the word; show them the true
aspects of the social system in the sight of
God, who seeth not as man seeth; teach
them to call things by their scripture
names, which are always right and proper,
and you will develop a people in DBritain,
who, though they will not be able to
destroy the apostasy, will be the torment of
its spirits, and a crown of rejoicing in the
presence of the Lord.

Jan. 1st, 1869. JOHN THOMAS.

VISIT TO LONDON, SCARBOROUGH, WHITBY & LEEDS.

ON Monday, December 28th, the Editor left
Birmingham,on a visit to the four places
above-mentioned, with the object of co-
operating with others in the work of uphold-
ing a testimony for the truth, in the

particular generation in which we live, and
thus aiding the gospel in the mission
associated with it when, in the hands of a
different instrumentality, it was the power of
God umnto salvation to every one that
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believeth.”” This work is the best in which
mortal man can engage. Professors of the
truth, who urge technical objections against
it on the ground that there is no apostolic
delegation in the present day, are insincere
or inconsistent. They must be one or other
of the two. They either do not really believe
that the gospel will save the believer ofit, or if
they do, they suffer fleshly interests, in some
way, to come between their conviction and
the action which would logically spring from
that conviction. Their objection can only
mean one or two things; either that the
gospel has no power to do the work allotted
to it, during the as yet unexpired times of
the Gentiles, or that that work—the taking
out ofa people for the name of Christ—isnot
worth their while. No truly sane individual
can take either ground, if he knows the
facts. “If any man be ignorant, let him
be ignorant.”’—(1 Cor. xiv. 38.) Was it
Paul, or the gospel preached by Paul,
that saved those who heard him ? There is
only one answer to this question. Paul
refuses to acknowledge participation in the
result, except instrumentally. His words
are: “Who, then, is Paul, and who is
Apollos, but ministers by whom ye BE-
LIEVED?”” The great matter is the induce-
ment of BELIEF in the promises of God as
systematized in the gospel. Does it matter
by whose instrumentality this belief is in-
duced ? What if one man heard the gospel
at the mouth of Paul, and another, at the
mouth of the man who heard Paul, and a
third, from a letter written by one who
had got it by mixing up with an ecclesia;
is there any difference in the power of
the gospel received to save each?
If they all received, believed, and obeyed
the gospel, will they not all be saved?
however it was that they managed to
hear and understand the gospel ? Is it not
the fact of the gospel believed and not the
fact of a particular instrumentality of belief
that will form the groundwork of a believer’s
acceptance ? Can there be a doubt as to the
answer? And if the instrumentality is a
matter of indifference, shall anyone maintain
that the power of the gospel to save is
weakened by the lapse of time? If the gospel

was the power of God unto salvation in the |

first century, is it less so in the nineteenth ?
If the spoken words of Paul were effectual
to the enlightenment of Grecks and Romans

unto salvation, are the written words of Paul
powerless with Britishers and Americans,
when they are understood ? There is only one
true answer to these questions, and that is,
that the gospel is as much the power of God
unto salvation now, as it was in the days of
Paul. The power of attracting men’s at-
tention to it and lodging it in their convictions
is nothing now compared to what it was in
the days of attested apostolic proclamation :
but its power to justify men in the sight of
God, and make them heirs of eternal life, is
in noways diminished. Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever,—(Heb.
xiil, 8).  God’s institutions are unchangable
till he changss them; and we know he has
not changed the dispensation of the gospel
towards the Gentiles to take out of them a
people for-His name. The invitation which
took the shape of an apostolic embassage in
the first century of “the christian era,”’ is
still open to all the world. The edict ¢ He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,”’
is still unrepealed. All we have to do is to
lay hold of the glorious provision with as
much freedom and assurance as if we heard
it from the lips of Jesus himself. He could
say no more if he were present on earth now.
Our duty is to believe his words, make use of
them ourselves and call men’s attention to
them.

This being incontrovertible, what is the
position of any man disparaging the work as
unauthorised and uncalled for? He is con-
victed of blindness or faithlessness. Either
he does not believe he can be saved himself,
or (believing he himself may be saved) he is
insensible to the position to which the gospel
has called him as a servant and fellow worker
with Christ, in the great (though obscure)
work which Christ has in progress, viz., the
creation by the truth, from Gentile chaos, of
a people who shall be to his praise and glory
in the day of his exaltation. Either he isnot
convinced of the reality of the truth, or else
while theoretically persuaded of it, he is too
much a slave to the interests of the flesh to
realise any degree of earnestness in relation
to the glorious things wunseen, which the
truth reveals to the eye of faith that staggers
not at the promises of God. Putting it in
the mildest form, he is an unwise counsellor.
Because there is no apostolic power on the
side of the gospel, he would dissuade us from
the use of the little power we have, The
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brethren of Christ have only one answer to
his sophistry; and that is to be found in
words addressed to a man of very * good”
intention: * Get thee hence, Satan: thou
savourest not the things that be of God, but
the things that be of men.”

A peculiarity with the class of objectors in
question, is that they greatly savour the
things that be of men.
activity in any direction but the truth.
Political reform, temperance, education,
sience, art, or any other of the legion devices by
which dying and God-disowning man sceks
to patch up his misery, are in high favour
with him. He almost worship’s devotion in
this channel. He will occasionally be found
at the shrine of the gods who have made them-
sclves a name in connection with these. He
joins the Ephesian cry, helps to swell the
cloud of incense which at public meetings,
in newspapers, and in “society’’ ascends to
the little heaven of the Gentile gods. Pcor
man! he sadly feels the social disgrace of this
Jewish craze about the kingdom of David to
be restored, and the advent of the Son of
David. He likes respectability. In connec-
tion with the world’s various hobbies, he can
earn it : politics, learning, or ¢ philanthropy”’
affords scope for the sort of doings that beget
acceptability with the world. The truth has
the opposite effect; it makes aman a pilgrim
in society. The restoration of Israel sounds
vulgar at a conversazione; the coming of the
Lord is a fanatical proposition in the lecture
theatre of a scientific institution ; eternal life
burns with invisible light on a political plat-
form ; active identity with these ¢ religious
crotchets”” is an awkward thing for a man
who, like Lot’s wife, relishes community with
the affairs of Sodom. It isaptto spoil the
flavour of his respectability. The idea of
confessing Christ before men never enters
his head ; he leaves that to the ¢ claptrap
enthusiast,”’ as he snecringly designates every
man who is bent upon making his adherence
to Christ a practical matter. He believes the
truth in theory, but his belief has taken no
lodgment in his heart. It doesnot affect the
shape or colour of his life. Risbolief does not
amount to full assurance of faith. Itisa mere
matter of “opinion” with him, and opinion
is not strong enough to overcome the love of
the world, He has a distaste for the truth
in that positive furm which isolates from
gentility, and brings one into collision with

One such will praise’

the prejudices, institutions and movements of
respectable neighbours and connections: and
to screen his utter heartlessness in the matter,
he invents a theory that there is no authority
in the present day for preaching the gospel,
and that any activity on behalf of the truth
is unwarranted, evil, and presumptuous! Such
a theory may soothe his feelings, but it docs
not mask his practical treachery from those
who have learnt to prize the things that are
of God above the concerns of present exist-
ence. Nor does it screen him from the effects
of his self-convicted inconsistency. Hestands
before his neighbours as a man who knows
the gospel, but denies its power to save him;
or who thinks the gospel will save him, but
nobody else; or who believes that it will save
men and promote the honcur of Christ; but
that these objects are not to be pliced on a
level with the hobbies of respectable sinners,
or his own private comfort and aggrandise-
ment! In either case, he is a man to be
opposed by might and main, by all who
appreciate the service of Christ, and are in
love with the mighty destiny which Jesus
has made contingent on present faithfulness
and activity in small things. The men and
women whose hearts have been warmed by
the glorious rays of the Sun of Righteous-
ness, and whose mental vision has been
illuminated with the splendour of Israel's
covenanted glories, will not suffer his mias-
matic influence to arrest their hands in the
only glorious work therc is for poor mortals
in this benighted century of Gentile domina-
tion. They see the light; they rejoice inthe
light; they strive to walk in the light; and
they will to the end practisc the duty of
beckoning others from darkness to light, thus
obeying the last injunction of Christ to his
servants “ Let him that heareth, say Come;”’
and endeavouring to turn to some profitable
account the otherwise vain life which all nien
in Adam are destined to live. On this
principle alone (leaving the Laodicean pro-
fessor to the comfort of his indolent, cold,
carnal, devilish doctrine) can any man hope
to participate in the age of light, which, in
the mercy of God, is destined to supersede
the present dispensation of deep darkness.
Animated by this spirit, the brethren and
sisters, in divers places, ave bestirring themn-
sclves to present the truth iu their several
localities, availing themsclves of cvery in-
straentality which may come witlim their
veach,  London, Scarboro’, ind Whitby are
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illustrations at present to the point. In the | and generally of aftording an occasion of social

Metropolis, there is a good prospect that the
efforts put forth will be crowned with success.
A second visit to London so early after
August last, might appear to be giving
undue attention to one place, but when the
size and nature of the field are considered,
this view will give place to the conviction
that it cannot receive too much attention,
Three millions of a population, embracing
the most intelligent, devout, and independent
class of men to be found anywhere in the
world, are worthy of some attention.
Nothing was done publicly for the truth in
London till August last. As explained at
the time, the size of the place discouraged
the idea of such an attempt, but the experi-
ment last August, has broken the ice, and
opened up a pros;])lect which is full of
promise. About eight persons have become
obedient as the fruits of a first endeavour.
The particulars as to some of these will be
found in the London intelligence for the
present month, There are others enquiring,
and some * not far from the kingdom of'God.”

The season of the present visit was
inopportune as regards getting the public
ear. The Christmas week in London is
of all weeks in the year, the one least likely
for obtaining the public attention, especially
to the (generally-considered) dry and un-
interesting subjects prescnted in Christadel-
phian lectures. The choice, however, be~
tween Christinas week and (at this time)
none, left no alternative but the sensible
decision to make the best of a small
opportunity, Another drawback had to be
encountered in the place selected for the
delivery of the lectures. From the desire of
the brethren to have the lectures in the
neighbourhood of the 1meeting place,
(Crowndale Hall), so that any interest
created might be more easily followed up at
the regular meetings, they made choice of a
new place in Camden Road, which had only
becn opened to the publica few days, and with
which therefore the public were unacquainted.
These two circumstances, with the unpopu-
Jar nature of the placarded announcements,
conspired to limit the dimensions of the
audience to a point considerably below those
realised on the last occasion. Those who
attended, however, were apparently of the
intelligent and earnest class, and their
number increased each night. The brethren
were of opinion that the effort was more
successful than the first as regards the
actual work of arresting the attention of
good and honest-hearted people.  Brother
Bosher presided at all the seven Iccture
meetings that were held. The last two were

held at the meeting place, with the object of .
familiarising intcrested strangers with the
i cliimed that the Ivvingite ¢speaking with

locality, in the hope of future attendance.

On the Saturday evening, a ten meeting
was held for the purpose of giving interested
strangers an opportunity of asking questions,

intercoursc on the basis of the truth. An
Irvingiteevangelist uttended the meeting with
the idea of bringing to bear some of the notions
peculiar to that body. He had attended the
lectures, and considered them indicative of a
movement in the right direction, whick he
thought only required an Irvingite finish to
make it perfect. He soon found, however,
that it was a movement of a different order
altogether from his immature impressions—
that Christadelphian light and Irvingite light
would not mix at all. He claimed to belong
to the apostolic order of things revived, and
to have “ power’’ as an evangelist. Having

remised with his consent that no one could

e received on his own testimony, and that
every spirit must be tried, whether it was of
God or man, we asked him by what evidence
he dproposed to convince the assembly that he
had evangelic ¢ power?’ Could he produce
the credentials by which the assertions of the
apostles were confirmed, ¢ signs and wonders
and divers miracles, and gifts of the holy
spirit ’’—(Heb. ii. 4.) His reply was “an
evil and adulterous generation seeketh after
a sign, but there shall no sign be given, but
the sign of the prophet Jonas.” We asked,
if we recollect rightly, what was the sign of
the prophet Jonas by which the Irvingites
would convince the unbelieving moderns ?
To this, there was no intelligible answer. The
evangelist gave out the idea that the sign of
the prophet Jonas was not applicable to this
time, but that the words of Christ showed
that he did not give signs to the generation
in which he lived, and that, therefore, his
Irvingite church in the nineteenth century
could not be called upon for any. We asked
whether as a fact, Jesus did not perform
many signs and wonders among the Jews,
and whether he did not base his claim to
their Lelief on the strength of them, saying
“ Believe me for the work’s sake,””—(John v.
36)—«“If 1 had not done among them,
works which none other man did, they
bhad not had sin.”—(John xv. 24) P—Were
the Irvingites to stand on a higher platform
than Jesus P Were they to expect their
claims to be received without proof, when
Jesus himself did not ask to be taken on his
own word? To this, there was no answer.
‘We then asked the evangelist how he knew
that the Irvingites were the ¢ apostolic
church’ revived ¥ He said Christ had made
it known to the founders. We asked, how ?
by what means ? He answered, by what had
happened. 'We asked if he referred to what
took place forty years ago in connection with
Edward Irving? Iie assented. We asked
what there was in those cccurrences that gave
evidence of a divine origin? He aunswered
“ speaking with tongues.”” We asked if he

tongues’’ was of the smne order as the original
apostolic speaking with tongues on the day
of Pentecost? He answered affirmatively.
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‘We asked how it was that no one understood
the Irvingite ¢ tongues P’ He said they were
unknown tongues. We asked if the apostolic
tongues were unknown tongues P Theanswer
was “ Yes.” We then called attention to the
testimony that the multitude of foreigners
who assembled in the presence of the apostles
on the day of Pentecost, heard “every man
IN HIS OWN TONGUE the wonderful works
of God.”—(Acts ii. 6, 11.) To this, there
was no response. We proceeded to put
further questions, but Mr. Evangelist con-
cluded to say nothing more. We pressed
several interrogatories, but were met by a
dogged refusal to answer. We then said
that snch an attitude was evidence that he
was either a pretender or an unfaithful
steward. He ran from the light when it was
brought to bear, which was the characteristic
of pretence. On the assumption he was of
the truth, he acted a faithless part in hiding
his light under a bushel of silence, instead of
shining it out, under examination, for the
conviction of the company.

The rest of the evening was spent in
fraternal addresses. Mr. (now bro.) Watts,
whose case has once already been mentioned
in the London ¢Intelligence,” gave an
account of his religious career as a preliminary
to his immersion, which was to take place
that evening. He had been for many years
an active member of orthodox bodies, first as
a Congregationalist and next as a Baptist, into
which denomination he was inducted by the
baptismal officiation of Dr. Brock. He was
one of the deacons of Vernon-street Baptist
chapel, and was actively connected with its
affairs tilla recent period, amongst other things
leading a Bible class of about 70 young men.
He came in contact with the truth on the
occasion of the Myddleton Hall lectures in
August last. He was very much opposed to
it at first, but purchasing a copy of the
Lectures, subsequent reading brought him to
theconvictionthat nearly a lifetime of religious
profession had been based on falsehood. The
dawn of this conviction becoming manifest,
it speedily created unpopularity in the chapel
and vestry, and finally as it grew in strength
and definiteness, evoked opposition of so
direct a kind, that he resigned his office and
membership, and began to attend the meetings
of the brethren. After that, he made rapid
progress, and finally reached the resolution
to yield obedience, a resolution which was
carried out at the close of the meeting in
question, in company with three others,
whose names appear in the London paragraph
of this month’s ¢ Intelligence.”” When Mr.
Watts left the chapel, about twenty of the
young men, composing his Bible class,
followed him, and met with him weekly, on
Sunday afternoon, in the meeting place of
the brethren, (Crowndale Hall,) which was
placed at his disposal by the brethren. The
meetings continued for a short time, but
finally, the majority of the young men,

(through pressure brought to bear on them
from the chapel, principally in the form of
assertions that Mr. Watts was leading them
on to a disguised infidelity) returned to their
place, and left him with four or five. One of
these has become obedient to the truth, being
immersed along with Mr. Watts on the
occasion referred to.

At one of the lectures, an incident occurred
which is likely to bear fruit in an unexpected
form, A clergyman was present—the ¢ Rev.”
J. Campbell, M.A., agent of the Protestant
Evangelical Mission and Electoral Union,
whose special vocation (not having a congre-
gation) seems to be to go about the country
and try to neutralise the efforts of infidel
advocates by meeting them in discussion. At
the close of the lecture, this gentleman rose
to address the meeting. The chairman (bro.
Bosher) interrupted him with the intimation
that he was out of order, as the meeting
had been convened to hear a lecture.
and not to enter into discussion, which
at that period of the evening was out
of the question, adding, however, that if any
gentlemen were prepared to challenge the
Iecturer, arrangements would be made to have
the matter thoroughly canvassed at a
proper time and place. This intimation
apparently met with the approval of the
audience, and the matter ended for the night.
Two nights afterwards, Mr. Campbell was
again in the audience, and at the close
of the lecture, rose and asked whether
Mr. Roberts would accept a challenge to
meet him in discussion. The chairman replied
affirmatively, but explained that in con-
sequence of official ties at Birmingham, it
would be impossible for Mr. Roberts to make
arrangements before Midsummer,  There
was, however, Mr. Andrew on the spot, who
was prepared to carry out the arrangement
which the chairman explained already existed
between him and Mr. Campbell. It appears
that at one of the meetings of the brethren,
at which bro. Andrew was lecturing, Mr.
Campbell put a great many questions, which
it was impossible at the close of a meeting to
answer. Bro. Bosher then said that if Mr.
Campbell really wanted discussion, bro.
Andrew would not be unwilling to meet him,
though young and unaccustomed to that kind
of work. Mr. Campbell expressed his willing-
ness to meet bro. Andrew in regular discussion,
and the meeting separated on the understand-
ing that arrangements would be made
accordingly. Mr. Campbell now said he
would meet bro. Andrew, but would like to
deal with Mr. Roberts also. The chairman
said it was impossible that arrangements
could be made at present. After an interval,
Mr. Campbell again stood to his feet and
asked if Mr. Roberts would not meet him in
London, would he discuss with him if he
came down to Birmingham ? To this, the
answer was at once in the affirmative, and so
the matter ended. Since then, Mr. Campbell
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has had a four nights’ discussion with bro.
Andrew. Arrangements are in progress for
a nine nights’ discussion (3 nights per week)
in the Temperance Hall, Birmingham, begin-
ning in the last week in February, the
subject of discussion being the several

elements or items which go to make up the
truth of the gospel : “ the things concerning
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ.”

(T be continued.)

A CHRISTADELPHIAN GREETING TO A NEWBOBN IN CHRIRT.

My Dear BroTHER,—THR good confes-
sion you have made must have rejoiced
many of like precious faith; and having
passed through much of the same diseipline
before 1 was begotten by the word of
truth, I desire most earnestly through the
weak effort of my pen, but in the strength
of the word of the Lord, to assist you, that
with a firmer grasp you may lay hold of
the hope set before you.

To KNow the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom the Father hath sent, is
indeed life eternal; but like children we
must begin with the letter A, before we
learn correctly to articulate the word
“gshibboleth.”  One letter wrong in the
mystery of the “name” will hinder our
progress, and no doubt prevent our
entrance into life; therefore let Moses and
the prophets be our clond by day, Jesus
and the apostles our pillar of fire by night.
Let the two lips of God speak aloud to us,
for the one alone cannot make & perfect
sound, and as you progress by adding to
your faith, ¢ knonledge,” you will always
find the beautiful shadow of the law and
testimony will never fail to reflect the
exact outline of the glorious substance,
which Paul says is the Christ. You cannot
coneeive the rich mine you have found, but
the treasure lies duried, wrapped together
in a clean place by itself, and laid there by
the Eternal Spirit’s own hands, and if you
say, where is it laid ? truth will whisper,
Come and see; but only the truth will
reveal the hiding place, and when you have
found the pearl which is hid in the gospel
of the kingdom, you will indeed sell all,
that you may retain it. Wisdom has counted
its cost, but tells us its value cannot he
estimated. We may buy the truth, says the
word, but never sell it; wisdom’s holy
ones hold it too dear to part with it. To
them it is most gloriously precions; con-
tinually they are heard to sing aloud * Thy
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all thy
paths are peace.”” For step by step, wisdom
lifts her children, and although her foot-
prints are only here a little, and there a

little, still are they deepencd by the first
tread of the Eternal Spirit’s mysterious
outline, which nothing can efface, And as
we follow on to know the Lord, we indeed
grasp a doctrine, which Jesus said - is not
mine, but His that sent me.” We must be
taught of God before we can come to
Christ, for the knowledge of the Father
can alone draw us to him.  Therefore, let
us “ give attendance to reading > that we
may understand what God at sundry times
and in divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, and
in the last day of the Jewish dispensation
He hath spoken by His Son. ILet the ear
of our understanding catch every sound,
that we may be able to comprehend the
manifold wisdom of God; the leaven of the
word must be kid, and the warm atmosphere
of faith and hope must surround it, before
the rising process can leaven the whole lump.

My brother, truth, beautiful truth, un.
locks all the King’s treasure. Therefore
says Jesus, “if a Scribe be instructed in the
gospel of the kingdom, he is like unto a
householder bringing out of the treasury
things new and old,” but the Scribe must
understand the mind of the King before he
can indite it, but if we are led by the
Spirit of God, then Paul says we are the
sons of God, and beloved John affirms
that “the Spirit is the truth,—(Ep. v. 6);
“ and there are three that bear witness on
earth, the Spirit (or truth), the water, and
the blood, and these three agree in ome.”
Wehave received this witness,and believe it,
every link of the chain which binds us as
children of hope to the covenants of
promise is fastened with the hammer of
Jehoval’s eternal oath; and by faith we
stand, ever keeping in memory the whole-
some words of our Lord Jesus Christ, for
such James calls them; and the certain
word which is Paul's form of doctrine,
earnestly coveting the best gifts, not only
having “the word of knowledge,” bus also
the word of wisdom. Wisdom is the »ight
use ot knowledge, that we may gather and
not scatter, build, and not pull down.
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May you walk in the light, as He is in
light. You have left the land of darkness,
and have crossed the Red Sea of baptism,
and have learnt the sweet song of Moses;
but a great wilderness is before you, it is
called the wilderness of sin. But here the
Yord our Jehovah will prove you as He
did Israel of old; here He will try you as
silver is tried, and refine you as gold is
refined; you have to pass through the
enemy’s land, for the promised rest is
beyond, and although you may pitch your
tent a little season to rest, yet your march
will bring the enemy near, but while our
Forerunner tarries in the mountain of
holiness, let us not make an image of our
own imagination and worship it, but let
us be satisfied with the pattern given, Let
us not when thirsty, strike the rock of truth
with the rod of error,but like little children,
in meekness, let us call forth its sweet
waters as the Lord our Jehovah has com-
manded. Let us never forget to place our
rod before the mercy seat at eventide, and
in the morning, we shall find it has budded
and borne fruit, for there the Lord our
Jehovah has promised to talk with us;
let us not listen to the evil report of the
land, but let us be satisfied with the rich
grapes of Jehovah’s promises borne as they
have been on the shoulders of the Prophets,
Christ, and the Apostles; and when our
footsteps mark the promised land, truth
with her faithfal finger will point out the
lot of our inheritance.

I feel deeply interested in your welfare,
because, as I said before, I have passed
through much that you have been the
subject of. In the year 1848, I sat under
Baptist Noel for a short season. I was
living at that time in a business house in
Newgate Street, and although the distance
was long, thought nothing of it, becanse I
was deeply interested in his preaching. My
marriage brought me to America, and in
this land, the truth found me. I was like
yourself, a wanderer, seeking for some-
thing, but knew not then what it was,
Intense grief would come over me, when
I opened the word, because I could not
understand it. I left off going to church,
and made my mind up 1 would embrace
nothing, until I could find something like
Iread in the word; not an ism, but my

thirsty soul sought for a resting place, but
found none until truth put forth her
hand and pulled me into the Ark. Seven
years ago, I plucked her beautifal olive
branch of peace; it is an evergreen which
time cannot wither or decay. I rejoice
every day more and more, and although I
labor with my hands to support three dear
children and a sick husband daily, yet I
grow in knowledge, and find the Lord
prospers all I do, so that I can often ad-
minister to the wants of the saints, finding
it indeed far more blessed to give than to
receive.

I wish, my brother, you could hear our
beloved and faithful Dr. Thomas. It is
indeed a feast of fat things; and when I
visit his house, and hear the words of
eternal life drop from the faithful lips of
his dear wife and daughter, I tell you my
cup runs over: it is indeed good to have it
full, but far better when it runs over.
You will, I hope, soon hear our brother's
voice, for he talks of Jeaving us in the
early part of next year to visit England,
and although I would rejoice to have him
remain, yet I wish that the household
should also be greatly strengthened.

I have two sisters in London, to whom
I often write respecting the truth, but no
answer for good is returned; they think I
am entirely lost. I have desired them to
hear the Dr. if he visits London. I often
feel very unhappy about them, but truth
has taught me to know no person after the
flesh. It has separated me, and [ am con-
tented to suffer the loss of anything but
the truth. I will hold that fast until Christ
comes, for I want the pleasing sound to
fall on my listening ear, “ Well done, good
and faithful servant, enter into the joy
of thy Lord, for to him that hath it shali be
given, and he shall have more abundance.”’

Trusting you may contend earnestly for
the faith once for all delivered to the
Saints, that you may grow in grace and
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ; and that grace, mercy, and
peace may continue and abide with you for
ever; and with all the faithful everywhere,
is the earnest prayer of

Your faithful Sister in the same blessed
hope, —

THE MouUNT OF OLIVES is now said to belong to the Crown of France.—~Christian World,

Jan. 15th, 1869,

A GREAT ILLUMINATION lately took place in Jerusalem, on the occasion of an edict of the
Sultan, liberating the Holy City for ever, from military service, and from all payments of taxes
connected with the same.—Weekly Times, Dec., 18th,
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THE PRESENT STATE OF EUROPE,

REFERRING to the enormous armaments of
the European Powers, the Zimes describes
preparation for war as without parallel in the
world. The preparation is for the largest
and quickest possible destruction of the human
species, and never before was it so advanced,
so complete, so scientific, and so ready for
immediate use. Numbers have not now the
value in military questions they once had,
but they still count for something, and five
Continental nations have five and a half
millions of men either ready to march to-
morrow, or to follow atshortintervals. These
are the most warlike races, and all have their
special qualities for the work, Of one race
we are told that they are born soldiers, and
never so much at home as on the battle-field ;
of another, that they will endure everything,
and go wherever they are commanded; of
another, that a national appeal will unite
them all as one man, differ as they may in
their habits of warfare; of another, that
they only want organization and leaders; of
another, that they are only too vivacious, and
difficult to restrain. These are the forces of
the first-class Powers——that is, of the first-
class Continental Powers, for we are mnot
ourselves included, and, of course, not Spain,
Portugal, Turkey, Turkey, Greece, Belgiumn,
Holland, or the Scandinavian nations. But
what is all this for? Whom is it for ? Who
wishes it? Who has any purpose to be
answered 7 Who holds this enormous ava-
lanche suspended over our heads, waiting for
the one fatal footfall or sound ? This is the
paradox. No nation wishes for war. Of
the half-dozen Sovereigns who would have to
give the word of command, not one desires
war, or feels his interest to lie that way. Not
one is naturally disposed to war, or now
inclined to it by circumstances. Of the armies
themselves, perhaps there are five men in a
hundred, if so many, who do not wish for
peace, for their discharge, and for their re-
turn to some peaceful employment. The
Statesmen all wish for peace. All nations
are heavily in debt, and disabled from pro-
secuting numerous works long desired by the
dedication of the public money to the prepara-
tions for war. The cost of preparation,
indeed, is felt to be almost as ruinous as the
cost of actual war, and to be worse in having
no legitimate conclusion. A war may come
to an end one way or the other, but the
preparation for war can only end in war. Of
one Power it is said that now is its time for
war, as it will never be better prepared; of
another, that it would gain immensely by a
respite for five years; of another, that it
cannot be depended on a single day either
keeping out of war, or keeping steadily at it;
of another, that it probably contemplates war
at its own time, but may find its hand forced
before its time; of another, that it cannot

possibly wish to precipitate war, because time
is wanting forit; of another, that since it is
perishing and falling to pieces in peace, much
more will it in war, no class of men wish for
war, and the public opinion of Europe would
gladly see the way to pacification, disarma-
menst, and a return to a })eaceful policy.
‘Why, then, is this not to be? Why is it even
doubtful? The danger consists in the umni-
versal preparation. The Continent is one
vast magazine which an incendiary may fire,
One insignificant State, one man happening
to be in power, may push the first cause
that sets the mass in motion., They who
would wait may find themselves mnot be
allowed to wait. They who wish to frighten
may have to fulfil their threats. They who
are looking about for partners may have to
enter the dance without them. When
anything is more or less ready, the word of
command is too easily given. It may be
given even by mistake, but, once given,
cannot be recalled. We ought to have
something more than fortunate accidents or
the absence of mistakes to depend wupon.
Europe is not safe for a day unless therebe a
common determination not to go to war, and
a consequent determination to regard as the
enemies of Europe those who would force a
war upon her. Without this security we
are at war already in effect, and the actual
outbreak is only a question of time.

THE EFFECT OF THE TURCO-GREEK
DISPUTE IN WEAKENING TURKEY,

The North-Eastern Correspondence pub-
lishes an important letter from its corres-
%mdent at Constantinople, under date of

ec. 30. It is difficult, says the writer, to
decide how far Russia will support Greece
in the war which is threatened, but it isincon=
testible that the latter Power, in provoking
a war against Turkey, counts much more
upon insurrection in the Turkish provinees
than upon her own forces for success. Events
will soon show how far those calculations
are correct; in the meanwhile the probability
of war has stirred up all the enemies of
Turkey, and the Russian and Greek propa-
ganda has renewed its efforts with greater
zeal than ever.  Throughout Bulgaria
proclamations have been issued, declaring
that the moment for the great struggle has
arrived, and that the Czar and the King of
Greece will soon come to the succour of the
Christians with their invincible armies, and
also promising that the Turks shall be
driven out of Europe in the spring. The
Porte has become alarmed, and besides
sending numerous reinforcements to the
Danubian provinges, has replaced Sabri Pasha
by Osman Pasha, the former Governor of
Bosnia. The writer further says that the
Turks wish that the Conference may separate
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without agreeing to means of conciliation,
believing that an immediate war would be
less serious than peace under conditions,
which render impossible all amelioration of
the country, and are bringing about slowly
but surely a dissolution of the Ottoman
empire. The Mussulman population is show-
ing great discontent against the Government,
accusing it of being guided by the counsels of
the Western Powers to the detriment of the
interests of Turkey. This feeling has man-
ifested itself in the preaching of a holy war

against the Greeks, and the Iman Sara-Yerli,
Efendi, one of the most popular in the Ma-
hometan Church, recently, from the pulpit
in the Mosque of Bayezid at Stamboul,
called the faithful to arms in defence of the
religion of Mahomet, and conjured them to
overthrow the reigning Sultan, who had
become the docile instrument of the infidels.
He was arrested, but his words left a vivid
impression on the people. The dangers from
within, therefore, are only less imminont
than those from without.— Leeds Mercury.

INTELLIGENOCE.

BEITH, Scotland.—Brother Gillies, writing
on December 13th, reports a visit from
brother Smith, of Edinburgh, who delivered
two advertised lectures in the Assembly
Rooms, on Sunday and Monday, Nov. 1 and
2, subjects—Sunday Evening, Gen. ii. 7,
“and the Lord God formed Man of the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and man became a living
soul ;”” Monday Evening, (Gal. iii. 7), “The
gospel preached to Abraham in the saying,
¢In thee shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed.””” Brother Gillies adds that there
would be about 100 persons in the audience
the first night, but on the second night, not
nearly so many: the weather being exceed-
ingly stormy, and, as he observes, very little
frightens people away from Christadelphian
lectures.

BirMiNcHAM.—During the past twomonths
there have been six immersions—the obedient
believers being RICHARD VENN (31), shoe-
maker, formerly Independent; EORGE
MitcHELL (18), brazier, formerly Wesleyan;
Mrs. WiLp (23), wife of brother Wild, for-
merly neutral ; THoMAS WARING, labourer,
formerly Baptist; Joun HorToN (33),
labourer, Westbromwich, formerly neutral;
FraNcis AuGUusTUS CHATWIN (15), formerly
church of England school. On Wednesday,Dec.
23, the Sunday School children, to the num-
ber of about 70, met for a Christmnas entertain-
ment. After tea and buns, a number of
dissolving views were exhibited, by means
of a magic lantern; occasion being taken, in
the explanation of the pictures, to illustrate
the bearings of the truth in various directions.
The children, who were vastly entertained,
assembled at half-past four o’clock, and were
dismissed at half-past eight.—On the even-
i of Christmas Day, a number of the
brethren and sisters, taking advantage of the
holiday afforded them by the closing of the
various places of business, assembled to spend
the evening in a manner more befitting the
nature of the occasion, than the festivities in
which it is customary to indulge. They
partook of tea together, and engaged in

agreeable conversation, after which a variety
of addresses were delivered. The meeti’8
concluded with the immersion of one of the
brethren mentioned above.—The advertis®

Sunday Evening Lectures have been well
attended up to the close.

The wusual quarterly meeting of the
ecclesia was held on Monday, January 18th.
There was a large muster of the brethren
and sisters, and a profitable and agreeable
evening was spent. The sceretary’s report
disclosed the following facts: the weekly
contributions at the table during the quarter
amounted to £24 17s. 1d. ; the largest contri-
bution being £2 16s. 4d., and the smallest,
£1 9s. The disbursements were about
£2 10s. within the reccipts. The average
attendance at the breaking of bread during
the same period was 64; the largest 78, the
smallest, 52, Visitors during the quarter,
10.  All the brethren and sisters actually in
Birmingham (being 113 in number) have
attended the table, at least once in the
quarter, except 3. During the month, one
of the brethren has fallen asleep, viz.,
William Field (28), who has for a long time
been ¢in a decline.”” He joined the ecclesia
about twelve months agd. He died strong
in faith, and was attended to his resting-
place in the cemetery by a goodly band of
the brethren, who laid him in the dust in
hope of soon seeing him in life again, at the
appearing of the judge of “ quick and dead.”

CARKRRIDGE, STRATHSPEY.—Brother J.
Grant, writing from this place, January 7,
says: “1 am highly pleased with Ewreka,
vol. IIT, and can heartily endorse all you
say in its praise. Truly our brother and
father in Christ deserves all the gratitude
and attention we are able to bestow. May
the Lord bless him, and give him an abundant
entrance into the everlasting kingdom. The
truth is gaining “a wee bit”’ in this far away
superstitious glen. Grantown (ten miles from
this) has now four immersed beliovers in the
coming kingdom. May they prosper till tho
king comes.”

CHELTENHAM.—Brother Otter, writing
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December 26th, states that he and brother
Humphries meet each first day for the
breaking of bread, at the house of the latter,
but that soon as a more convenient arrange-~
ment, they will hold their meetings at his own
house. He says: “ We find that the breaking
of bread instituted by our Lord is the best
means of keeping up a lively hope of his
return, and, with our study of the Scriptures,
helps to brace us up, and enable us to pace
with a tolerably steady eye and firm step, the
intervening six days. We don’t get on so
fast as we should like. Impatience is, doubt-
less the characteristicof youth. At anyrate, we
engage in battle with all who throw down or
tike up the gauntlet. Whether we shall
ever do any good we cannot tell, but our
motto is ¢ Work P ”’

DevonNprort.—Brother Hayes, who has
relurned from Devonport to Jersey, thus
writes on December 24: ¢“ Of my lectures in
Stoke (Devonport) I think I may say, as far
as numbers and attention are concerned,
they were a decided success. They were well
attended throughout, the room being quite
full on the last occasion, and the interest
apparently as great as ever. Altogether I
spoke thirty times, ten times to the public on
the Sunday evenings, and twenty times to
the brethren. I have some hope, that some
of the wives of the Stoke brethren will
become members after a while. A tea
mecting, held one Thursday evening”while I
was there, had a favourable influence in that
divection, prejudices having been thereby
cortainly weakened, if not destroyed.

EpimnsurreH.—The intelligence from this
place is not good. There has been a disrup-
tion of the ecclesia upon questions both of
doctrine and practice, resulting in the separa-
tion of sixteen in connection with brother
Ellis. Proper parties, who desire to know
the bearings of the controversy, will be fur-
nished with a printed statement on the
subject, on application to brother R. Patter-
som, 12, Montague Street, Edinburgh. The
scparated brethren have formed a new meet-
ing at Leith.

FazerLeY.—The truth has made an inroad
in this place. An intelligent lady, who has
heretofore taken a leading part in connection
with an Independent chapel, (the property of
her father,) has for soine time past been
studying the truth, and has come to a con-
clusion favourable to its claims. She is on
the point of yielding the required obedience,
and, should she take this step, the probability
is the chapel will be shut up until possibly
reopened on the truth’s behalf.

GaLASHIELS—(Scotland).— Brother W,
Dew, of Innerleithen, writing January 13th,
says, I told you in my last I purposed making
an attempt at the proclamation of the truth
in public in Galashiels. We did so on Sun-
day evening, the 27th December. The
audience was small but very attentive;
subject, “ The glorious gospel of the blessed

God, where and when will its blessedness be-
revealed P’ The truth was, doubtless, sown
in weakness, but we may say as a rule, that
Deity chooses the weak things of the world
to confound the mighty.”

Grasgow.—Two Christadelphian immer-
sions are reported from this place; on the 8th
of November, JAMES SMITH, & young man,
who was started on the path of investigation
by the lectures delivered in Glasgow, in
midsummer last; and on the 6th of Dec., Mrs.
Briyr, wife of one of the brethren. These
immersions occurred in connection with the
Christadelphians meeting at “ St.”” Enoch’s
Hall, 2, Howard Street.

KEIGHLEY.—Brother Greenwood, writing
on the 14th of December, announces the
immersion of his son-in-law, JABEz HupsoN
(80), formerly Sunday School teacher among
the Independents.  The immersion took
place on tﬁe 6th ultimo. After theimmersion,
a meeting of the brethren belonging to the
neighbourhood of Leeds, was held, to break
bread—brother C. G. Aspin of Halifax pre-
siding. Brother Greenwood and his son-in-
law intend to meet every first-day of the week
at Keighley, to break bread and instruct each
other in conneetion with the commemorative
act alluded to. By this means, they hope to
bring the gospel to the ears of others, and
will, we tyust, form the nucleus of an ecclesia
in the town.

LeicesTER.—Through facilities provided
by brother Lester, of this place, and his
cousin, brother W.L. Hipwell,of Birmingham,
a course of ‘three lectures was delivered by
the Editor in the Temperance Hall, on
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, December
15th, 16th, and 18th—subjects, ¢ Modern
preaching destitute of the main element of
the gospel ;’ 2.— The salvation of the
world bound up with the destiny of the
Jews;” 3.—¢Immortality not inherent in
the human constitution, but a promised gift
of God through Christ at the resurrection.”
There was a tolerable audience on each
occasion, and some amount of attention was
apparently bestowed on the matters advanced.
There were, however, rival attractions in
other parts of the building, and this seemed
to create a greater interest. Thisis the devil’s
day, his affairs are prosperous, and his friends
numerous and influential. Another day is
coming, which the devil does not like to hear
of, but which wise men now identify them-
selves with, if happily suffering with an
absent Christ, they may reign with him in
the day of his glory. Brother Lester and
Buckler are the only illustrations of this
kind of wisdom as yet in Leicester. They
are doing their utmost to bring others of
their intelligent townsmen—for Leicester is
in good repute for intelligence—to the same
position, with what results, no one can yet
say. They are only casting the seed at
present. God grant them an abundant
harvest, even in this present time, to his
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raise and their own joy in the truth. Num-
gers of the Declaration and other works
have been distributed, and, doubtless, the
bread cast on the waters will, in due time,
reappear, perhaps in unexpected places.

LEiTH.~—An ecclesia has been formed here,
under the circumstances referred to in the
intelligence from Edinburgh. The brethren,
in connection with brother Ellis, have
engaged St. Andrew’s Hall. They have
commenced a course of Sunday Evening
Lectures, which so far have been well
attended. The subjects for January are as
follow :

1st.—The world to come:
Does it now exist ?

2nd.—Abraham, the heir of the world.
How? and When ?

3rd.—Popular views about the ‘heavenly
Canaan,” compared with the heavenly country
of the Scriptures.

4th.—The city having foundations; who
ghall inherit it?

Lonpox (North).—On Saturday, Jan. 2nd,
the following individuals were, upon a con-
fession of their faith in the things concerning
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus,
jmmersed in a public swimming bath, in the
neighbourhood of Crowndale Road: the
immerser being brother Bosher. MARY ANN
Puinips (60), formerly a Wesleyan of 38
years’ standing,and for the two years preced-
ing her obedience, a Congregationalist; Sam-
veEL HARVEY (48), for some time -neutral;
at one time he made a religious profession,
but of late years, tbhrough the anomalies of
orthodox religion, he had lapsed into a semi-
sceptical condition. The truth, in its power
to harmonise the whole Bible, and reconcile
its teachings with experience, opened his eyes,
and he gladly laid hold of it, and embraced
and obeyed it; CHARLES JoSEPH WATTS
(35), formerly a Congregationalist, but for
the lust few years a Baptist,having been united
to that body by aqucous submergence at
the hands of Dr. Brock ; has been an active
officer of Vernon Chapel, Pentonville, where
he conducted a large Bible class of young
men, every Sunday afternoon; as soon as
he discarded the immortality of the soul and
eternal torments, he was compelled to give
up this class, and left the congregation, under
the imputation of being an infidel, and having
gone out of his mind; Isaac ArLiN (21),
who has been an attendant at Mr. Watts’
Bible class, and was about to join a Baptist
church, when he was brought to a knowledge
of the truth.—The subjects of lecture by
brother Andrew during the month of January
have been

1st.—The Messiah—a glance at the great
truths taught in this sublime oratorio, con-
cerning Christ’s humiliation and exaltation,
which are neither understood nor believed by
the multitudes who sing and hear it at this
season.

2nd.—The wicked and the heathen, or the

its nature.

Hebrew prophets opposed to the eternal
torment of the former, and the salvation of
the latter.

8rd.~—~What must I do to be saved? a Scrip-
ture explanation of Paul’s answer to the
Philippian jailor.

4th,—~The burning up of the earth, a popu-
lar delusion based upon the misconception of
Scripture terms.

The subjects advertised for the Sunday
evening lectures for the month of December
were

1.—Jesus Christ as a priest; or popular
mistakes concerning the death on the cross.

2.—The sabbath, an institution of the
past and the future, but not a part of the
present dispensation.

3.—Man in life and man in death; or
David no believer in the dead heing
conseious.

4.—Paradise lost and paradise regained; or
man’s fall and God’s scheme of redemption.

MonTGoMERY, Wales.—Brother J. Rich-
ards, of this place, writing December 25, in
renewal of his order for the 4mbassador, says
in reference to a certain parish clerk, who hag
taken the Ambassador for some time: “The
last time I delivered the Ambassador to him,
I felt determined to see him, if possible, to
know what he thought about the truth, since
he has read the dmnbassedor now for two
years, and also the Lectures, the Defence, and
other things. I went to his house: it was
night; I was told he was gone to the church.
So I went to the church, and opened the
great door, and shouted ¢ Clerk!” but no
answer. 1 went round to the other side of
the building, and seeing a light in the old
coal hole, I shouted ¢ Hallo there!”’ and he
answered ‘‘Hallo there!”” 8o I stumbled
down inte the coal hole to him, and had a
talk with him about Christadelphianism.
After pressing him rather hard for his
thoughts, he said “Well, T think a great
deal about many things, and after fair read-
ing and thinking, I have come to a decision
on immortality.” I had but little talk with
him after thisadmission, Perhaps he scarcely
knows what a lot of odd superstitions fall
with immortal-soulism. And now, what a
state for a parish clerk to be in! What a
lot of lies to say ¢ Amen’ to every Sunday! I
am sure he is made of the right stuff for a
Christadelphian, if he can only brave the
difficulty of giving up a living, with perhaps
the workhouse to confront him. God often
moves in a mysterious way, and He may work
a way for him. I hope some ready scribe,
instructed in the truth, will write to him, to
help him to a decision.”

NoTTINGHAM,—Brother Phelps, writing
December 16th, announces the immersion
of TuomMas FISHER, stonemason, lately
from Mansfield. Brother Fisher was at one
time & local preacher in the Wesleyan body,
and has since gone through other phases of
religious profession. Latterly he has occupied
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an equivocal position in connection with the
Tudorite body at Nottingham, having been for-
merly immersed upon a very defective appre-
hension of the one faith. The immersion took
place on the 2nd of December, and, after the
ceremony, brother TFisher gave reasons
for the step he had taken. He is likely to
reside at Nottingham, and is expected by the
brethren to become a useful brother.

SALE, NEAR MANCHESTER.—Brother Bir-
kenhead, on December 28th, writes as
follows: ¢ T feel myself called upon, in the
interest of the truth, to offer a few words of
explanation in reference to the position we,
at Sale, are made to occupy in Mr. Wood’s
letter, as set forth in “LION-ROARINGS OF
THEDEVIL.’ This adversary and antagonist
of the truth would fain make the world
believe that he has it all his own way in the
matter, and that he cannot find anyone either
able or willing to defend those doctrines
against which he roars and bellows so
lustily with the pen. I was not surprised
to find that he had made his voice heard so
far as Birmingham, seeing he has roared and
growled so mightily against us. I say “us,”
because he has not confined his abuse to
myself, but has vented his rage against my
brother, and even my mother as well, she
being the one who first handed him Zwelve
Lectures.  The letter in this month’s
Ambassador, signed William Wood, is a
pretty fair sample of the quality of stuff with
which he has filled 138 pages of note paper
and 20 pages of foolscap, addressed to myself
and our family, and closely written. Now I
may say that I have in my letters to him
challenged him repeatedly to a verbal dis-
cussion of the truth of the Deity, not having
time t» devote to so much writing as would
be required to combat his preposterous and
malignant assertions. But he seems to have
had enough of verbal discussion with me,
and would prefer writing; knowing well
that in writing he has a better chance of
evading a pointed question than he has when
face to face with his apponent. He seemed
very willing and glad to accept my first and
second invitations to our house for discussion
of the truth. On his first visit, I did little
more than draw out his views on various
doctrinal points, and as he was allowed to
pour out a volume of words nearly all the
time he was here, he seemed to think

he had gained a complete victory, and
was anxious for another meeting.  Ac-
cordingly, we appointed a time for

him to come again. He did come; but
this time the scales were turned. I took
him to task on the kingdom of God; and
having got him to make several admissions,
covered him up so completely that he was
discomfited, and actually writhed under the
continued putting of questions which he tried
to evade, but was not allowed to get away
from until he saw that he was fairly beaten
by his own admissions.—The immersions of

brother JouN and brother WiLLiaM CARR,
have caused me much joy. We meet fre-
quently in obedience to the command, for the
breaking ofbread, and prayer and thanksgiving
and exhortation, &e. I hope soon to be able
to record other additions.
TarBacH—(Wales). — Mr. J. Silman,
of this place, the writer of one of the letters
which appeared in the December number, in
the article ¢ Lion Roarings of the Devil,”
virtually wishes to withdraw the letter in
question. In several letters he has intimated
his gradually-forming conviction—that the
Christadelphians, in spite of first appearances,
have the truth. He now wishes it publicly
stated that he is convinced they are right,
and that he intends to withdraw from his
orthodox associations, and henceforth to give
up the preaching of orthodoxy. He says he
desires to be baptised into the household of
faith. He says, “I believe in one God, the
Father of all, to be worshipped through the
son, by whose merits we have access to favour,
righteousness and life. I hate the immortality
of the soul, and the doctrine of the devil
and hell, as taugbt by the clergy. I
renounce them all as deadly errors, having
nothing to do with the gospel of
Christ.”” Mr. Silman has been a local
preacher in the Methodist denomination.
TrANENT—(Scotland).—Brother T, Corn-
wall, writing December 28th, reports two
additions to the Tranent Ecclesia, by immer-
sion, viz., RIcHARD McINTosH and his wIFE.
He reports the ecclesia in a healthy condition.
WHITBY.—With characteristic ingenuity
and enterprise, brother Shuttleworth issued
placards for Christmas Day, announcing under
the heading of * Lecture for the People,”” a
“grand oration”’ on the ¢ Messiah,” as
rendered by Handel. The subject consisted
of selections from the words set to music by
the great composer, and certainly afforded
the groundwork of an effective discourse, The
meeting was moderately well attended,

AUSTRALIA.

IpswicH, QUEENSLAND.—Brother Phile-
mon Coley, who emigrated from Birmingham
some three years ago, after reporting good
health, writes on the 4th of December as
follows: “I receive the .dmbassador regu-
larly every mail, and by this means I hear
your voice, and am often at your meetings in
spirit, though far from you in body. I have
never broken bread with anyone since 1 left
home on the 23rd of January, 1866, I can’t
hear of anyone in these lonely wilds who
believes in the truth, only brother Sinclair,
and he is about twenty-three miles from me.
I have lent several of our books to meigh-
bours, but they are returned, and very little
said about them. Most of the people about
here go to chapel on Sundays, and curse and
swear all the week, They don’t care about
hearing the truth, but we must keep sowing
the seed, even if there is no appearance of



64

INTELLIGENCE,

'The Ambassador of the
Coming;Age,Feb. 1,1869.

fruit. + It may bring a crop some time.
“Paul may plant and Apollos may water,
but God gives the increase.”

CHINA.

Hoxne Kong.—We have received two
letters, dated respectively Jan. 8 and 15, from
brethren E. Lilley and B. Hart, who reside
in this remote dependency of the British
Crown. They are as yet the only two Christ-
adelphians in that place, and brother
Lilley says ¢I think there is not another

lace in the world like this —so barren, so

ard to bring anyone to the truth as it is in
Jesus.” Details of the difficulties they have
here to encounter, and the absurd arguments
which they have to meet, are given in the
letters; but from some of the facts given,
there seems ground for hope that the manful
battle our two brethren are fighting (alone
though they are, so far as human companion-
ship is concerned), will not be without .good
results. We can offer some little consolation
to them, perhaps, by the statement of this
fact, that the opposition they encounter is
precisely the same opposition that the uphold-
ers of the one faith have to encounter in all

arts of the world. They wish to be remem-
gered in the prayers of the faithful,

UNITED STATES.

BurriT, Winnebago, Illinois.—Brother J.
Wood’s letter is for the present mislaid,
otherwise the intelligence contained in it
would have appeared this month.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.—Brother W. A. Har-
ris, writing December 11th, says the Chris-
tadelphians who have recently separated from
the communion of the Dowieite or Wilsonite
party of that place, number 30, sound and
true in the judgment of the writer. The
Wilsonites he says are intensely oppoeed to
judgment of the saints, and characterize
the doctrine as damnable heresy. A recent
addition to the Christadelphians from this
body had been immersed in a partial know-
ledge of the truth, and disco%ering on
inyestigation, that his faith did not embrace all
that is included in a Scriptural profession
of faith, he determined to be re~immersed,
and join the Christadelphians. On discover-
ing the defect of his -position before leaving
the Wilsonites, he began to urge his convic-
tion upon those with whom he was in
fellowship; but met with nothing but
opposition from those styling themselves
¢ brethren of the one faith.”” They, however,
preferring unity at any cost, delegated two
of the leading brethren to persuade, if pos-
sible, Brother Norton to remain in fellow-
ship with them. They said he could stay
with them, even if he did not hold their views,
¢thus,” observes Brother Harris, ¢ they

were willing to fellowship what some of their
body called damnable heresy, rather than
allow division to occur. The Christadel-
phians are unmoved by the bitter things
said about them by those they have left, and
are only too glad now that they have no
connection with such a sickly body, who
seek to live in harmony at the expense of the
welfare of the truth, and who do not observe
the line of demarcation to be broadl

drawn in these days between that tth
and the apostasy. The Christadelphians
know what they believe, and do not hesitate
to repudiate any who, under the guise of
friends, are in reality most deadly enemies to
the truth, and who, ¢ by good words and fair
speeches, deceive the hearts of the simple.”’”

SPRINGFIELD, Illinois.—See communica-
tion of brother W. H. Reeve, on page 37 of
this number.

West HoBokeN, New Jersey. — The
brethren here have issued the following
announcement of their meetings:—

REPUDIATION AND WAR!

The Monstrous Traditions of the Clergy and
Atheists (or, in- the words of Christ):

“THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS”
REPUDIATED, AND
THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM
PROCLAIMED ANEW.
BY CHRISTADELPHOS,

(Symbolic Soldiers of *the Faith once for all
delivered to the Saints,” 1800 years ago.)

WEAPON OF HIS WARFARE:

““The Sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of the Deity.”
ARENA OF EXPOSITION,
The Free Hall, in Meadow-st., near Fifth-st.,
Hoboken, N.J., on Sundays, at 10.30 a.m.

All who love truth, and “tremble at the
words of the Deity,”” respectfully invited.

No war, nor income tax—seats being free,
and no collections.

‘WORCESTER, Mas<.—Brother Robert Cran-
shaw, writing on the 24th of Nov., relative
to the Ambassador, says “We Christadel-
phians number thirty in Worcester. The Old
Harlot is strong here, and also her daughters.
The Camphellites have a chnrch, the Miller-
ites have une also. We are not much troubled
by them, but we are well known to them, for
they are somewhat tormented by our testi-
mony for the truth. We can thank our
heavenly Father that we are not in these parts
troubled with any crotchets. We expect
shortly that four will emancipate themselves
from the condemnation of the Old Adam, by
putting on our Lord Jesus Christ, that they
may obtain the prize of the high calling,”

BIRMINGHAM: PRINTED BY WILLIAM H. DAVIS, 8, NEEDLESS ALLEY.






