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THE AMBASSADOR
©f % Coming

"A wicked Messenger falleih into mischief, but a faithful Ambassador
is health."—Pitov. xiii, 17.

No. 31. JANUARY, 1867. Vol. IV.

TO OUS KEADERS.

WE have heen unable, for want of time, to write a continuation
of the article on "Judgment" for this number. We must bespeak
the patience of our readers, reminding them that there are onerous
secular and other duties on our shoulders which sometimes press too
heavily to admit of Ambassador work. We shall try our best lo
have an article ready for next month.—EDITOR.
December 21si, 1866.

PKOSPEOTUS TOE A POURTH EDITION OF ELPIS ISEAEL,

BY JOHN THOMAS, M.D.,

Author of " Eureka'•: An Exposition of the Apocalypse." " Anatolia."
*' Herald of the Kingdom" §c.

" For the HOPE OF ISRAEL I am bound with this chain."—Acts xxviii 20, 23,

Build by whatever plan Caprice decrees,
With what materials, on what ground you please;
But know, that ISRAEL'S HOPE alone shall stand,
Which PAUL proclaimed in HOME to ev'ry man.

FOR a considerable time, there have been no copies of Elpis Israel,
or Israel's Hope, for sale. The author has had many applications for
it which he has not been able to satisfy; and as they have been earnest,
and accompanied oftentimes with an offer of any sum within reason for
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a copy, he has concluded to try the pulse of the friends of the hope Paul
preached; and to see, if interest enough exists among them for the
publication of a FOURTH EDITION of what many consider the only
Scriptural and systematic exposition of that hope extant. Besides this,
some in these States and Britain, whose deeds do not drag their slow
length behind their professions, having already started a subscription
for its re-publication as one of the most necessary and useful works of
this, or any other, generation, since the APOSTOLIC AGE, the author has
been stirred up to revise it, and by the issue of this prospectus, to see
what can be done.

It is not necessary for him to say anything about its contents. These
are pretty well known to the public with which he has had to do; and
in which are now circulating two thousand eight hundred copies. In the
proposed edition, there will be a FOURTH PREFACE, in which the scrip-
tural character of the present remarkable times will be set forth. No
real believer of Israel's Hope can be indifferent to this ; for they are
remarkably significant of the nearness of the Advent, the Besurrection,
the Bedemption of Israel, and the Judgment.

Besides this Preface and the revision of the work, there will be
annexed the Chronihon Hebraikon (assailed by scribblers, but untouch-
ed by candid and enlightened criticism), as a substitute for the very
brief chronology at the end of previous editions; so that the work will
be thereby enlarged about forty pages.

The artistic fabrication of this Fourth Edition will be after the
pattern of the last; which is equivalent to saying, that it will be got up
in a neat and workmanlike manner. The mechanical revision, with the
high prices of labor and materials, will enhance the currency price of
the volume. The contract with the printer will be for the lowest cash
price; hence, the author must deal with subscribers upon the same
principle. He proposes, therefore, to set the printer to work as soon as
three hundred copies are subscribed for with prepayment. These thus
reliably engaged will set the press in motion, and result in the issue of
the edition as soon afterwards as it can be completed.

TERMS.
THREE DOLLARS a copy; and thirty cents postage additional. Freight

and duty to Britain and its Provinces, at subscribers' cost.
^iT It is desirable, that the names of correspondents, their Post

Offices, Counties and States, be all very plainly written, that mistakes
may be prevented.

($» Letters containing orders to be addressed to John Thomas, M.D.,
West Eoboken, Hudson Go, New Jersey; and R. Roberts,Athenceum
Rooms, Temple Row, Birmingham.

All of which is respectfully submitted by
Nov. 5, 1866. THE AUTHOR.
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TO THOSE WHO HAVE SUBSOEBED Df BEITAIN.

IT will be observed from the foregoing announcement that those
whose names have from time to time appeared on the cover of the
Ambassador as " subscribers for the forthcoming edition of Elpis
Israel," are. now expected to remit the price of the volume, and we
wish to impress upon them that it will be their interest to do so at
once, as the rate of exchange has been steadily lowering for some
time, and is likely to continue doing so. By remitting the money at
the present price of gold, the cost of the book will be less to English
subscribers than it would probably be a few months hence. With
gold at par, the price would be 12s6d,, without freight and postage;
at 133, it will be something under 10s.; freight and postage added,
will raise the amount to Ils6d. per copy. To subscribers, we say please
remit at once Ils6d. for every copy ordered. We append a list of those
who have ordered, so that all parties may remember their duty :—

Copies.
Andrews, J. J., London ... 10
Atkins, D., Bradford 1
Bane, W., Dundee 1
Bingley, R. C, Birmingham (paid) 5
Butler, J., Birmingham ... 2
Brown, J., New Zealand (paid) 4
Clement, D., Mumbles ... 45
Coombe, J., Toronto ... ... 6
Drawhill, Mary, Innerleithen... 1
Dean, R. H., Birmingham ... 1
Dick, George, Glasgow ... 1
Dyer, H., Bradford-on-Avon ..• 1
Eccles, J., Scarborough ... 1
Evans, H., Swansea 1
Fletcher, S., Nottingham ... 1
Fidler, M., South Shields ... 1
Findlay, Geo. B., Fraserburgh 1
Fuller, T., Headingly 1
Grant, J., Carrbridge ... ... 1
Griffith, J., Kington ... ... 1
Goldie, R., Swansea 3
Haire, J. P., Liverpool ... 1

Copies,
Holland, W., Birmingham (paid) X
Hughes, J., Kington ... ... X
Jones, F., Birmingham ... 1
Kitts, J. J., Plymouth... ... 1
Milne, W., Galashiels .„ 4
Mitchell, W., Edinburgh ... 1
Moss, J. T., Earlsterndale .... 1
Pettigrew, James, Dairy ,.. X
Rackam, E., London ... ... X
Rayer, Chas., Birmingham ... X
Rhodes, J., Huddersfield ... X
Rooke, R., Sydney ... ... 4
Sister J.—— ... ... ... 6
Sister N,- (paid) 5
Shuttleworth, F. R., Halifax ... 9
Taylor, Mary, Birmingham .,. X
Tomkins, J. G., Birmingham... 1
Turner, H., Birmingham .., X
Turner, J., Innerleithen ... X
Turney, J., Nottingham ... 6
White, D,, New Zealand (paid) 4

TOTO Iff SCOTLAND.

SINCE the meeting reported from memory
last month, which Mr. Dowie prevented from
being reported in any other way, by refusing
to allow notes to be taken—the Dowieites
Jiave issued a document intended to counteract
" repeated erroneous statements, published in
the Ambassador, which are calculated to

shake the confidence of brethren in the
validity " of their position. This is described
as "The things most surely believed"
among them. The first thing we have to
say to it is, that this description is merely a»
accommodation to Luke, and not an accurate
or a natural description of their attitude, even
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to the things they claim to believe. The
Dowieites as a class, believe nothing with
much oerdiality or confidence. Uncertabf|y
is the synonym of Dowieism, in z§r
ference to all divine things. They are
not sure about anything, except a few things
mat it were worse than childishness to
doubt. Their want of positiveness and
enthusiasm is an insult to the truth; their
ignorance of some first principles, is criminal
in men assuming their position before the
brotherhood. Their influence is a spiritual
leprosy, which all earnest sons of God will flee.

The next thing we have to say is, that in
its attempted definition of "the things
concerning the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ," there is an imperfect-
ness and an indefiniteness incompatible with
that clear and cordial state of enlightenment,
which alone can form the basis of the fellow-
ship they claim.

The things of the kingdom are stated with
tolerable accuracy, so far as defined; but the
ground covered is more limited than the truth,
and the definition is too meagre to sitisfy.
This is the most that can be said in the way
of objection on this score. But this could be
pardoned, if the things concerning the name
of Christ were acknowledged with even
proportionate clearness and fulness. It is in
this department of the truth where the bald-
ness and poverty of the faith, represented
by the " statement "differs. The Messiahship
of Jesus is alleged to be restricted to the
office he holds in cunnection with the throne
of David. This is done in tlie following
statement—"That it is in consequence of his
being anointed for the throne of David, that
Jesus is termed ' the Messiah,' or * Christ.'
Matt, ii, 1—6; John i, 35—49." This forms
part and parcel of the definition of " the things
concerning the kingdom of God," but in
reality it bears upon " the things concerning
the name of Jesus Christ; " for if the
Messiahship of Jesus consist of his heirship
to the throne of David, then a man can
believe on him as the Christ, and yet be
ignorant of his death, resurrection and priest-
hood, and the great doctrines underlying
those facts. And can in that case, beiieve
with impunity in the immortality of the
soul, the pre-existence of Jesus, the existence
of a supernatural devil, or any other of the
ancient and modern fables, which undermine
and destroy the things concerning the name
of Christ. For a man might believe in the
re-establishment of David's throne under
Jesus, and yet nurse fondly in his bosom the
Platonic conceit of native immortality, the
monstrous fiction of Infernal Diabolism, or
the wild and misleading theory of Trinitarian-
ism, all of which he could find some way of
reconciling with the expectation that "the
third person of the Trinity" was to be mani-
fested a second time personally on terra Jirma.

But such a definition of the Messiahship is
entirely defective. The anointing of Jesus

covers the whole ground of his mission. This
is evident from Isaiah Ixi, 1: " The spirit of
the Lord God is upon me, because HE HATH
ANOINTED ME TO preach good tidings unto
the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the
broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to
them that are bound, to proclaim the accept-
able year of the Lord." The accomplishment
of these things involved his death, resurrec-
tion and priesthood ; for he could not achieve
the liberty of captives, or the opening of the
prison for the bound, &c, without going
through the process, by which he was to
acquire "the keys of death and hades."—
(Rev. i, 18)—destroy the great gaoler, the
devil, or sin, which through fear of death,
kept the captives all their lifetime subject to
bondage, (Heb. ii, 14-15 ; Rom. vi, 16 ; Jno.
viii, 34)—and constitute himself the Way,
the Door, the Resurrection and the Life. He
required to be anointed with the spirit, to
accomplish this process. " THROUGH
THE ETERNAL SPIRIT," says Paul,
"He offered himself without spot to
God."—(Heb. ix, 14). How far from the
truth, therefore, it is, to confine the Christship
of Jesus to his regal function. His occupancy
of the throne of David in the universal rule
of the world, will be but the sublime con-
summation of a mission inaugurated in
babyhood, on "the plains of Bethlehem, and
sealed in blood on Calvary, nearly twenty
centuries ago. It will be but the outward
and official expression of the great principles
which his manifestation and humiliation in
the flesh, more loudly proclaim than his
kingly triumphs. It is an event which none
will share the glory of who have not previously
fellowshipped the sufferings which divinely
precede exaltation—an event which none can
understand who do not comprehend the
Judean antecedents of Him who will then
command the obedience of the world. In
itself it is not the Christing of Jesus of
Nazareth; his anointing covers every stage
of his existence and mission. No man,
therefore, can believe that Jesus is the Christ
without comprehending the truth in its past
and future aspects. In fact, no one savingly
believes the truth concerning Jesus Christ,
who is ignorant of "the things concerning
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ" The former is inefficient for salva-
tion without the latter. The "things
concerning the kingdom of God," require the
addition of " things concerning the name of
Jesus Christ,"—(Acts viii, 12) ; elsewhere
styled "Those things that concern our Lord
Jesus Christ" (as distinct from "the king-
dom of God," Actsxxviii, 31)—to make them
of any value to the believer of them. It
requires a knowledge of the nature and objects
and the first coming of Jesus, to make a
knowledge of the second coming of any
service. This involves the apprehension of
questions and principles which are studiously
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ignored in the "statement'* now under con-
sideration. The attempt to confine the Messiah-
ship to the kingship of Christ, is an attempt
(unwitting it may be) to underrate and reduce
to small consequence, the m >st vital elements
of the truth of God, viz., those relating to
the moral relations of man to Deity, as
exemplified and embodied in the things
concerning the name of Jesus Christ,—an
attempt which must be strenuously resisted
on the part of all who desire to preserve
uncorrupted the gospel, which is the power
of God unto salvation. We must contend not
less earnestly for this element of the faith
once for all delivered to the saints, than for
that relating to the kingdom. On this
principle we review, paragraph by paragraph,
that part of the Dowieite statement of first
principles relating to the things of the name.

I.—"That the humiliation, suffering and
death of the Messiah, were appointed by his
Father to be a sacrifice for sin, and to perfect
him for being the Saviour and High Priest
of the human race. Luke xxiv, 25, 27, 46,
47; Heb. ii, 10, 14, 18."

This is too general to be accepted as a
definition of the truth. It is elastic enough
to lit into any theory of the sacrifice of Christ.
The most rabid Methodist could write 'amen'
at the bottom of it, with fervid satisfaction.
He would see in it an acknowledgment of
his cardinal doctrine that Jesus was the
second person of a triune Deity, standing in
the room of condemned immortal souls, to
endure the concentrated anguish of eternity
that immortal souls might escape the fangs
of the sulphurous devil, and be transported,
on angels' wings, to regions of celestial
day,—all of which is sheer nonsense, as
utterly subversive of the truth as the words
of Hymenceus and Philetus.

II.—That the race of man is absolutely
mortal by nature, and, in consequence of
sin, under the sentence of death; and that
God in his great love, has appointed that
those alone who believe in the Christ, the
Son of the living God, shall live for ever.
Psalm cxlvi, 3, 4 ; Rom. vi, 23; John iii,
16; xx, 31.

This is one of the " th ings" represented
to be "most surely believed" among the
Dowieites, and one of the " declarations,"
as we learn from the last paragraph, that is
"embraced in the gospel," and, therefore,
we may presume, one of the things necessary
to be "most surely believed;" although it
has to be observed, that throughout the
whole document, of which this forms a part,
there is a careful abstinence from any ex-
pression that would commit them to the
proposition that anything in particular is
necessary for belief. This is one of the
worst features of the case. Supposing the
"statement" were comprehensive and accu-
rate enough to embrace the whole truth, the
absence of this one element (viz., the convic-
tion and the contention that such truth is

the power of God unto salvation, and as
such must be maintained in its puriry as
agpinst all "fibles ") would be a detect f^al
tie its validity as a basis of fellowship : tor
if any professing the truth are not prepared
to go this length and to "contend earnestly "
for the uncorrupted faith, as the seed of
eternal life, they are unfaithful to the truth
they profess. Nay, more; they are trait-us
to it. They wound it in its tenderest parr,—
they rob it of its principal glory—they deny
its chief testimony of itself, viz., that
without it a man cannot be saved. They
insult it by saying in eftect, " Yes, these
things are true, but they are of no particular
consequence ; a man may be saved without
them." It is here where Dowieism is most
hateful. It makes a profession of the truth,
but covertly gives it the lie. It kisses it
with the mouth, and with the hand stabs it
to death. In words it protests friendship
and /igreement, but in actual working it
makes greater havoc than the Adversary,
Methodism, walking up to the truth, with ali
the terrors of an omnipotent Devil, and an
exiinguishless and eternal hell, and invoking
the maledictions of heaven upon so vile and
infidel a system, hurts it not, and discourages
it not. On the contrary, it invigorates,
purifies, and gives valour and triumph to
it, for the N E W MAN rises in his might,
arid with his invincible sword with two
edges, hews the enemy to pieces, stamps out
his infernal tires, and annihilates the monster
that waits in his train—whereby the truth
gains friends and renown. But Dowieism
comes sneaking over the ramparts, utters tiie
password, which it has filched from an un-
wnry sentinel, and passing current in the
camp, whispers sedition and disaffection,
divides the counsels, distracts the purposes,
and weakens the hands of those who are
fighting for the king, by insinuating that it
is a pity to make such a fuss against the
good people in Satan's dominion; "they
are nice people: wouldn' t it be better to slop
this bloody onslaught upon them: cease this
relentless firing ; undo the gates; stop the
war ; be friendly; you can keep your guns
mounted of course, and fly your own flag ;
we prefer the Christadelphian flag ourselves ;
but then other people have their flags, and
they speak fairly of our captain ; let us be at
peace with them ; we daren't say that they
are entirely in the wrong; perhaps we have
mistaken orders in setting out on this expe-
dition against them." And so the spirit of
valiant testimony for the truth of God
against the superstitions and impositions of
the time, is frittered away, and nothing left
but a weak, uncertain impression that cer-
tain things may be right or may be wrong,
and that nothing can be positively known.

Dowieism says it "most surely believes "
that m--»n is absolutely mortal," and that
liiis is "embiv.etfd in the gospel." If this
is a genu.ilie proiuboioii, of course it "most
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surely believes" that the immortality of the
soul is a lie, and upsets a part of the gospel.
If so, why does it " hesitate to accept ifee
conclusion" that a man must reject $ w
immortality of the soul before he Can receive
the truth? (See James Cameron's speech,
Ambassador for Dec, 1866, p, 369.) And whV
does it lay down a "kind of postulate" with
the object of discountenancing1 all con-
demnation of the immortality of the soul in
the proclamations of the truth ? (G. Dowie
on page 265 ditto.) If this statement of
faith means what it says, why did its framers
refuse to append a declaration to the effect
that it was necessary to reject the immor-
tality of the soul before the truth of the
matter could be received ?*

Dowieism. professes to recognize some
merit in "most surely believing" in the
" absolute mortality of man." If so, what
objections Can it have to Saying to people who
"most surely believe" the contrary, that they
are believing a lie, which they must reject
before they can believe the truth? Why
"decline to answer" the plain question,
whether a person believing1 the immortality
of the soul can hold the faith which is unto
Salvation? (See G. Dowie's statements,
page 258, December Ambassador.) Can a
man believe in the immortality of the soul,
and believe in the "absolute mortality of
m a n " ? Of course not. Then can a man
believe in the immortality of the soul and
believe in the truth ? Dowieism is not sure,
and declines to answer. Does this not shew
that Dowieism's profession of belief in the
"absolute mortality" of man is not a
profession of the one faith at all, but a mere
Statement of abstract conviction to which it
attaches no importance whatever ? It puts
forward this profession as a reason why it
should be received by the brethren of Christ;
but let Dowieism take notice, and hereafter
know, that this is not such a profession of
faith as will assimilate it to them. The
mortality of man is a part of the truth or
Hoti t If it is a part of the truth, which
Dowieism professes to believe, it must be
Upheld without compromise. Dowieism
must not only believe in the mortality of
man; it must be able to say, that no man
believing in the immortality of man can
believe the truth. Then it will cease, on
this particular question, to be Dowieism, and
put on a new and a more worthy name, and
take its stand side by side with the truth, in
its uncompromising warfare against the lies

* When the " statement" was submitted to the
Dowieites for adoption, W* Norrie proposed the
addition of a clause affirming that it involved a re-
pudiation Of the doctrine of natural immortality,
AKD f f lEY REFUSED TO ADD SUdH A DECLARATION,
(although the Very Object of the statement being
dtanon Up, was to rebut tht accusations in circu-
lation as to the mfaithfulnesi of tht Bo\»ieiU$ on
thU ptiftL

and fables everywhere abounding in the
outward garb and profession of the gospel.
SuCh a change would gladden the hearts
of men and angels, and give a new and
a joyous impetus to the labours which are
here and there in weakness, but in love pro-
gressing, against the strongholds of Satan.
Till then, Dowieism must stand off, and
leave the king's friends alone, and bring not
upon itself a severer condemnation by ob-
structing the path of the truth's triumph.
It must not pretend to be at war with the
" imaginations and high thoughts that
exalt themselves against the knowledge of
God," while all the while it gives them
quarter and encouragement, by refusing to
say, "Begone." It must not pretend to
" most surely believe " in human mortality,
while afraid to declare against the most sure
belief in human immortality. So long as it
does so, its professions will be scouted by all
honest men as a mere accommodation, a
blind, and a delusion.

The " STATEMENT" proceeds as follows:—
III.—That in order to the obtaining of

this salvation, God requires of those who
thus believe in his Son, that they be immersed
in water into Christ, and submit to him in
all things as their Lord.—(Mark xvi, 15, 16;
Actsii, 36—38; ii, 9—11.)

IV.—That all who thus believe in Jesus
as Lord and .Christ, and are immersed into
his Name, are accounted by God as the seed
of Abraham, to whom the promises were
made; and are joint partakers with him of
his eternal kingdom and glory.—(Gal. iii,
26—29; Rom. viii, 17; Rev. iii, 21.)

V.—That God bestows these favours on
believers, on account of the death of his
Son, Jesus the Christ.—(John iii, 14, 15 i
Gal. iii, 13, 14; Epb. ii, 11—13.)

VI.—That the resurrection and glorification
of the faithful, and the establishment of the
kingdom of God, take place at the second
coming of the Lord; and that at his appearing
and kingdom, he shall judge the quick and
the dead.—(1 Cor. xv, 23, 50—54; 1 Thess.
iv, 15—17; Matt, xxv, 31; 2 Tim. iv, 1:
2 Cor. v, 10.)

To these propositions there is little to be
said in the way of objection. Indeed, if the
" statement" truly represented the position
of those putting it forward, there would be
an end to the differences now existing. But
it does not. It misrepresents their position
in so far as it withholds those peculiarities
which overturn the principles apparently
avowed in the words of the statement. It
does not say, as it ought to say, that in the
opinion of the Dowieites, it is a matter of
Uncertainty whether a man requires to believe
in the New Testament doctrine of immortality
or not, in order to be saved; it ought to say
what it does not say, that the Dowieites do
not believe that Christ will judge the dead
at his appearing, but consider that his object
in raising people from the grave at that time
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is merely to distribute honours among them;
it ought to say, which it does not say, that
the Dowieites consider it a matter of entire
indifference whether the object of Christ's
death be understood to have been to destroy
a superhuman infernal personal antagonist
of the human race, or to deprive the divine
law of sin and death of its power to destroy
mankind. It ought to say a good many other
similar things which may be gleaned from
the contents of the last number of the
Ambassador, by the aid of which, the reader
is enabled to perceive that the statement is a
mere "form of words," which, as words, may
be unobjectionable, but as an expression of
faith is entirely without value. Indeed,
accompanying the statement, there is a kind
of boast that its words cannot be challenged.
The remark is made that however imperfect
the propositions may be considered, "the
Scriptures cited express exactly all that is
contained in" them. This fact is of no value
whatever as the case stands. Any othodox
believer might so manipulate the wording of
his faith as to make it accordant with the
terms of certain parts of Scripture testimony.
He might say, for instance, that Jesus Christ
was everlasting, and quote Micah v, 2; that
he was the Father, and refer to John xiv,
9, 30; that he came into this world to fight
the devil, capture him, chain him up, let
him loose again, and finally destroy him,
and cite as proof 1 John iii, 8; Heb. ii, 14;
Eev. xil, 7—9 ; xx, 1—3; He might say that
the human soul was worth the whole world,
Matt, xvi, 26; Mark viii, 37; that it was
in danger of hell-fire, Matt, v, 22, xviii, 8,
where the worm dieth not, and where fire is
not quenched, Mark xix, 44 ; he might say
that the promised inheritance is in heaven,
1 Peter i. 4 ; and that our duty is to lay up
treasure and set our affections there in heaven
above and not on the earth, Matt, vi, 20;
Col. iii, 2; Christ's kingdom not being of
this world, John xviii, 36; he might go on
to say that after death comes the judgment
to every man, and quote Heb. ix, 27 ; that
when a believer is absent from the body, he
is present with the Lord, 2 Cor. v, 6—8 ; and
that for him to die is to depart and be with
Christ, which is far better, Phil, i, 21—23 ;
Having done all this, he could say with as much
boast as the language of Dowieism, " How-
ever imperfect the language we have employed
may be, the Scriptures cited express exactly
all that is contained in these propositions."
Where would Dowieism be then with its
most sure belief in the " absolute mortality"
of man, the unconsciousness of the dead, and
the kingdom to be set up on earth ? Confuted
and confounded by itself! for on its own
principle, the Scriptures above referred to
"express exactly," so far as mere appearance
of words is concerned, the propositions of an
orthodox believer. But would Dowieism be
content with such a " statement and refer-
ences ?" We trow not. It would be for

sifting the "scriptures cited" to see what
they meant, what they were intended to
express, what on a fight construction of their
te#ns, in view of other parts of the word,
the/ really did express. And thus it would
rightly come to be a question of ideas, as
opposed to mere words, which in the uncertain
state of the theological vocabulary, are little or
no guide to the truth. This is the rule to judge
Dowieism, and by this rule it is condemned.
It is found as a matter of words professing a
belief in the " absolute mortality " of man,
but as a matter of practice tolerating
immortal-soulism by refusing to proclaim
the imperative necessity of its rejection. It
is found confessing a belief in judgment as a
matter of phraseology, but in point of actual
fact denying it, by excluding the resurrection
of the unfaithful at the appearing of Christ.
It is found in words saying that the wages
of sin is death, that sin is disobedience
instigated by rebellious promptings of the
flesh, that Christ came to take away sin, by
enduring the consequence, but in absolute
principle, it reduces the whole to a nullity by
admitting the existence of a separate personal
supernatural Being, who has the power of
death in his hands, and whom in the same
way it is Christ's mission to destroy. In
many other respects it stultifies its professions
by its principles, and lands everything in
obscurity, trying all the while to hide itself
under Scripture forms of speech, which it
cannot trust itself to grasp or explain.
Farewell to Dowieism! The Master of the
Household will soon be here to set things
in order. Meanwhile 'tis ours to abide by
the truth, measuring all men and things by
it, and accepting every issue to which it
guides us. Division and bitterness, even to
fire, were foretold long ago as the result of
the truth's workings among men, we therefore
need not be discouraged at realizing them in
an unexpected form now. Heat and conflict
is what we have to expect on the field of
battle. In due time the fight will be over,
and the crown conferred in peace and glory,
where the strife is nobly and heroically
sustained. But, now we must be good
soldiers, fighting against the beleaguring
hosts of the enemy, of which Dowieism is
but a small and feeble section. The lusts of
the flesh must be overcome ; the world must
be vanquished in its attempts to enslave us
in the interests of self; the philosophy of
the schools and the old wives' fables of the
apostacy in whatever form, strong or weak,
must be vigilantly kept at bay ; that having
done all, we may enter into that perfect rest,
that remaineth for the people of God.

(To be continued)

" Know ye not that the friendship of the world
is enmity with God ; whosoever therefore will be
a friend of the world, is the enemy of God."—
JAMES.
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DE. THOMAS AND HIS MISSION.—No. 11.

fContinmdf/om page 249 J

LEAVING his wife at Cincinnati, the Dr.
returned with his daughter to Eichmond,
where he took up his abode with the friend
who invited him to share with him the
accommodation of a large new house. On
the first Sunday after his arrival, the Dr.
was taken to a meeting-house at Beth*
esda, ten miles from Richmond, where
was accustomed to meet, a Campbellite
congregation. Bein» known among
them, he was invited to address the
people, very much to the annoyance of
their preacher, who was known as
»' Parson Taliey." This old gentleman
not only refused to stay to hear the Dr.,
but gave vent to his aggrieved feelings in
a very lugubrious style, '* Dr. Thomas !"
said he, in the presence of the company,
"^hydoyou come here to trouble us?
We don't want you, sir! We have no
Use for you, sir! We have no more
fellowship with you than with an in-
fidel!" upon which he left the house,
boiling over with indignation. The old
man's son, Dr. Taliey, who was one of

•the congregation, was one of the prin-
cipal parties to inviting the Dr. to speak,
and he was, therefore, chagrined in no
am all degree at this display on the part
of his father. The Dr. spoke, and
returned to Richmond with his friend,
who got into trouble in connection with
the incident. It was noised abroad that
he had gone out with Dr. Thomas to
Bethesda, broken bread with him there,
and had procured speaking facilities
for him. This offence, in process of
time, was charged against bim by the
authorities of the Richmond "church,"
Bftri made the ground of his expulsion,
and also of a resolution, duly passed and

recorded, that any member having any-
thing to do with Dr. Thomas in a friendly
way should be excommunicated. This,
of course, made little impression upon
Dr. Thomas, who had been accustomed
to that sort of thing for a considerable
time ; but it had the good effect of
causing the Dr. and a few others to
commence a meeting on non-Campbellite
principles. This may be said to have
been the first organic manifestation of the
truth. Previous to thi?, it had been
rankling and germinating in the ranks of
Campbellism ; now, through the force of
circumstances, it became the basis of a
distinct ecclesiastical organization, though
not in its pure and ultimate form. The
Odd Fellows' Hall was offered and
accepted for the delivery of an intro-
ductory discourse. There was a con-
siderable audience. The Dr. laid the
case before the meeting; he defined their
principles, and explained their purpose
for the future, intimating that thenceforth
a few of them would meet every first day
of the week, at his friend's house. The
number wbo carried out this plan was
four or five. They erept along slowly for
a while, till they resolved to come out
more publicly by hiring the Temperance
Hall for a meeting every Sunday. This
step resulted favourably to the truth,
along with other agencies at work. The
Dr. continued to publish the Herald of
the Future Age, at his office in Richmond,
subscriptions and contributions barely
paying the expenses of publication.
Though barren in a financial point of
view, however, this period was rich in
spiritual results to the Dr.'s mind. His
editorial duties in connection with the
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Herald imposed upon him an amount of
scriptural research which, otherwise,
would not have been attempted, and,
being unencumbered by secular occupa-
tion, though not unburdened with the
anxieties incident to the provision of food
and raiment, those labours in the mine of
divine truth, introduced him to many an
undiscovered Tein of treasure, and formed
a link of no small importance in the
•chain of circumstances that led him from
the darkness of the apostacy, to the full
blaze of the light emanating from the
oracles of the Deity.

About this time, the Dr. accepted an
invitation to visit New York. The invi-
tation proceeded from a Richmond friend,
who offered to pay expenses both ways,
and assured the Dn he would be able to
procure for him a hearing in the Camp-
bellite church of that city* On their
arrival at New York, the Dr.'s friend
applied to a Campbellite of the name of
Goole, a stationer and printer in the city,
for the purpose named. The application
was duly reported to the leading men,
and the result was that a deputation
waited on the Dr. to ascertain if he had
not been excommunicated by the church
at Richmond. The Dr. replied that
whatever disposition might have existed
in the Richmond church to do such a
thing, it had never been carried out,
and that he was an unexcommunicated
individual. The deputation «aid, as that
was the case, they -could have no objec-
tion to his using their hall. Accordingly,
the Dr. lectured there several times on
various prophetical and doctrinal sub-
jects. This was the Dr.'s introduction to
New York in connection with the truth.

Shortly after his return to Richmond,
the Dr. saw a letter in the Protestant
Unionist—(a publication conducted by

Walter Scott)—signed by a man named
Jones, in which the writer stated that he
had been to New York shortly after the

.'s visit, and found the minds of
the brethren •" confused and agitated by
all sorts of chaffy things, such as the
reign of Christ upon David's throne, the
restoration of the Jews to their own
land, the millennium, the destiny of the
wicked, the non-immortality of the soul,
&c." This caused the Dr. to say to
himself, " Is it possible that ail
these things are mere trash, and that ti^e
genuine wheat is the Campbellite doctrine
of baptism for the remission of sins to
everyone who believes in Jesus Christ ? '*
This started a vein of thought in the
Dr.'s mind, which brought a sifting
comparison of modern religious hopes
with those arising out of the prophetic
testimony. This he reduced to writing in
an article on " The hope of the world
and the hope of Israel." In the writing
of this article, he had occasion to quote
Paul's words, " We are saved by hope "
This suggested the enquiry to his own
mind, whether at his immersion, hope
formed any element of the faith by
which he sought salvation. On looking
at the original, he found that Paul's
words, literally rendered, ought to be
"We are saved by the hope." This
made matters worse for him. He asked
himself " Could I have said when I wat
immersed, * I am saved by the hope.' " ?
The only answer was, that in these days
he did not know what the hope was, and
therefore, it was utterly impossible he
could be saved by it. "But," said he,
ki I will not condemn myself too soon,"
and he went on with his article By the
time he had finished it, he had arrived at
the conviction, from testimony and
reason, that when he was immersed
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into Campbellism, be was only immersed
nto a sect and not into Christ,—that in
consequence of his ignorance of the one
faith and one hope, he had not in Ws
immersion obeyed the gospel, and conse-
quently, was still in his sins. Previously
to this, the Dr. had been advocating the
elements of the gospel of the kingdom,
without at alt perceiving that they were
essential to a valid faith* Persons would
ask him, "Well, supposing all these
things that you contend for are true, of
what practical use are they? Can't a
man be saved without knowing them?"
to which, of course, the Dr. was unable
to return an answer in proper vindication
of his proceedings. Not until he came
to see the truth in its combination, as the
result of writing the article on the two
hopes—the hope of the world and the
hope of Israel—would he have dared, by
any means, to affirm the essentiality of
the apprehension of these things. His
accustomed reply to those who deprecated
the prophetic and other topics, was that
as God had condescended to reveal these
things, it was their duty and their privi-
lege to make themselves acquainted with
them.

The Dr. wrote and published a renun-
ciation of his errors, followed by a de-
claration of his faith, as derived from the
writings of Moses and the Apostles. The
former was afterwards used against him
by the Campbellites, who published to
the world what he renounced without the
honesty of, at the same time, making
known the faith he had embraced in the
place of errors rejected.

Having perfectly satisfied himself on
all points, the Dr. asked a friend to
accompany him to the water, and there
addressed him in the following terms
"I desire you to immerse me. All I ask

»f you is to put me under the water, and
pronounce the words over me, ' Upon
confession of your faith in the things con-
cerning the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, I baptize you into
name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.' I don't ask you for any prayer
or any ceremony. All that is necessary
I will do for myself, except the mechani-
cal part of putting me under the water,
and your utterance of these words."
With this understanding the Dr/s friend
immersed him. The Doctor did not ask
for re-immersion on the supposition that
the administrator could add 3 anything to
its efficacy. "Thus," says the Dr.
" after a journey of fourteen years, I
had found the truth, which, on the ocean,
I declared I would not rest till I had
found, should I be permitted again to
tread on terra firma\ but, in all this
journey, I had been directed in a course
very different from what I would have
selected, if 1 had been left to map it out
for myself. I had been entangled into
preaching and editing, and taking part
in distasteful theological controversies,
which, however, in their combined
influence, brought me to a knowledge
of the one faith, and the obedience which
it demands."

(To he continued?)

EKRATA.—Brother Brown sends the following
statement of errata in the lines " The Day of
God," published last month; some of them
interfere with the sense. Their occurrence is
due to caligraphic peculiarities of the " copy.'1

In the 4th verse, for " saintship," read "sonship.1'
In the 5th verse, for "nations,"' read "nation."
In the 6thverse, for "fought in," read "foughten."
In the 7th verse, for " promise shall," read

" promises.''
In the 9th verse, for " vow," read " won,''
In the last verse, for " whole," read " whose."

„ „ " travelling," read " travailing."

And so restore it to the scriptural idea.
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THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH,

Letter from certain in HUDDERSFIELD, holding the truth Dowieistically, and rejoinder
by the faithful in HALIFAX.

The Church which, is in HUDDERSFIELD,
to the Church in HALIFAX.

BRETHREN.
We desire to notify unto you the

doctrinal basis of that fellowship in Christ
which we have one with another in this
place, and in conformity with which we
feel justified in extending the right hand
of fellowship to everyone.

I. We are believers of the gospel.—
(Mark xvi, 15.) i. e.

The glad tidings of the kingdom of
God. (Luke viii, 1. Matt, xxiv, 14.)

II. We are believers on the Lord Jesus
Christ. (Acts xvi, 31.) i. e.

The king of Israel. (John xx, 31.
Mark xv, 32. John i, 41, 49 )

The bread of life. (John vi, 51. John
xiv, 6.)

The lamb of God. (Matt, i, 21.
Matt, xxvi, 28. Luke xxiv, 47.
Acts x, 43. Rom. iii, 25. Heb. x,
10, 12, 18. Rom. viii, 3.)

Thus we are believers of the things
concerning the kingdom of God, and
the name of Jesus Christ, and have been
baptised by immersion, in the name of
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. (Acts
viii, 12. Matt, xxviii, 19.)
But as the Scriptural phrases have been

made use of by some with considerable
laxity, diffuseness of meaning, and have
been held to include matters which we do
not believe are presented to us in the
Word, as points essential to faith unto salva-
tion, we will define the subjects which we
hold to be necessary io a saving faith, and
a valid baptism.

I. The kingdom of God,—
The reward, A
The hope of the gospel, B
Constantly expected. c

II. Jesus Christ,—
As "Christ" the anointed king D
As " Jesus" who shall save his

people from their sins," by E
His life perfecting righteousness"

for them F
His death, obtaining remission

of sins G
His resurrection, obtaining

eternal life H

A Luke xviii, 17; xii, 81,82; Matt, v, 8,5; Rev.
iv, 21; Jas. i i ,5; 2 Tim. ii, 12 ; 2 Peter 1,11;
Colos. iii, 24.

This reception of Jesus as the sent of God
to proclaim the kingdom, as the anointed
king of the kingdom, as sacrifice for the
remission of sins and justification of
sinners, as the prince of life; concen-
trates in faith in Him as the ACCESS to
the kingdom, the "way," the u DOOR"
to which He likened himself, when He
said, " if by me any man enter in, he
shall be saved."—(John x, 9 )
1.—We believe the glad tidings of the

kingdom of God; that is we receive
the kingdom as the one hope of reward of
the gospel, we define that hope to be
eternal inheritance therein. And when
the Lord shall return to the earth again, and
as Christ king of Israel shall ascend the
throne of his father David;—then we believe
our reward will begin, " we shall reign with
him" (2 Tim. ii, 12.) as priests and kings
on the earth.—(Rev. v, 10.) The law going
forth from Zion; (Isa. ii, 3.) Messiah
reigning over the house of Jacob for the
Aion; (Luke i, 33.; all nations serving
and obeying Him; (Dan. vii, 14.) and his
saints associated with him in glory and
power over the nations.—(Rev. ii, 26; iii,21.)

We hold this our hope of the kingdom,
in the attitude of constant expectation of,
and watchfulness for the Lord's summons
to meet him in the air. We view his
coming for his saints as a first step in the
setting up of the kingdom, which is
momentarily impending; and this watching
attitude we find to be emphatically
enjoined by the Scriptures upon Christians
in all ages. The present non-completion
of certain preliminaries to the kingdom,
such as the partial restoration of the Jews,
the rebuilding of Jerusalem, &c, which
are indicated in unfulfilled prophecy, offers

B Acts xxviii, 20; xxvi, 6, 7; Eph. iv, 4;
Colos. i, 5,23; 1 Pet. i, 13; Eph. i, 18.

c Luke xxi, 36 ? Titus ii, 12,13; Phil, iii, 20 ;
Heb. ix, 28 ; Jas. v, 7 ; IThess.i.lO; 2Pet.iii,<12;
Acts i, 7, 8 ; Matt xxiv, 42, 44 ; Luke xxi, 20, 21 :
1 Thess. v, 1, 2 ;

D John xx, 31; Mark xv, 32; John i, 41,49;
Matt, xvi, 16—18; xxv, 81, 34.

E Matt, i, 21.
F Rom. vi, 18, 19; 2 Cor. v. 21; Rom. v, 17, 19;

iii, 22; I Cor. i, 80; Phil, iii, 9.
Or Heb. ix, 22; Matt, xxvi, 28; Romans iii, 25;

Heb. x, 10, 12,18 ; Rom. v, 8 ; viii, 3.
H 2 Tim. ii, 8,10,11; Rom. vi,5,8; 2 Cor. iv,14;

Eph. ii, 5, 6 ; 1 Pet. i, 3; iii, 21; 1 Cor. xv, 21,22 ;
Rom vi, 23; 1 John v, 10—12; John xiv, 19;
vi, 47, 48, 50; xi, 25; xiv, 6; v, 24.
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no obstacle to our "looking for him,"
(Heb. ix, 28.) because the duration of the
"meeting of the Lord in the air" is
undefined by Scripture, and many events
will doubtless find their proper place in the
interval, before the Lord descends with
His saints upon the Mount of Olives.
Dates, therefore, fixing the time of the
Lord's return, historically introduced by
learned ingenuity, we place no reliance upon,
desiring rather to " watch at all seasons,
praying we may be found worthy/' (Luke
xxi, 36) and always to " be ready1' for
the thief-like coming of our Lord.

II. The kingdom of God " is an ever-
lasting kingdom," (Dan. 7, 27.) hence
inseparably connected with the " good
message " concerning it is the glad tidings
of eternal life. Jesus himself proclaimed
this quality of the kingdom: "he brought
life and immortality to light through the
gospel." He taught concerning himself
that he was the life-giver (Luke ix, 56.)
to all believers on him, " I am the bread of
life;" '• Because I live ye shall live also;"
" I am the resurrection and the life;" " He
that believeth on me hath eternal life;"
" This is the bread from heaven that a
man may eat thereof and not die;" " I will
raise him up at the last day;" "He shall
live by me;" He shall live for ever. We
read also, (1 John v, 10—15.) "H e that
hath the Son hath life, he that hath not
the Son hath not life."

From these testimonies we believe that
" the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ." Similarly to the believers
of old, who heard these sayings from the
Lord's mouth we " believe on him" in this
respect, as well as on the " Word of the
kingdom." Hence, rejecting the popular
theory that a man has inherent immortality
and possesses naturally unending intelligent
existence, .even though he " hath not the
Son," we conclude that all "them that sleep
in Jesus " in the unconsciousness of death,
will, on the resurrection morn, be wakened
to a life that knows no end. Also, as we
know that through the first Adam "sin
entered into the world, and death by sin,
and so death passed upon all, for that all
have sinned, so we are able to perceive
how by the gift of God, eternal life,
coming to us through His Son the Lord
Jesus, became thereby a " Saviour* of his
people from the effects of their sins."
Sin being remitted or forgiven them on
this their faith being counted to them,
as was Abraham's, and in this way " to
AS many as received him, believed on his

name, have the privilege to become sons
of God."

We have now shown that we accept
Jesus as the king of Israel, as the bread of
life; not only do we thus accept Him, but
also as the justifier of the repentant sinner
before God we know that we have remis-
sion of sins through Him, and that it is
through His blood. He "died for our
sins" by " one offering of His body," we
are sanctified by the "putting away of
sin by the sacrifice of Himself." By His
sacrificial death we have forgiveness of sin,
by His glorious resurrection the sacrifice
was ratified, our salvation assured, and the
portals of eternal life triumphantly thrown
open to all believers.

The MANNER in which the death and
resurrection of Jesus accomplished these
results, and adjusted the disturbed relations
between man and his Maker, need not here
be elucidated. Our views are, we believe,
the same as your own, being just those of
brother Roberts on this subject, (Lecture 5,)
Romans viii, 3, 4, is the only passage we
shall name as containing the pith of the
matter. But, we desire it to be understood
that we do NOT stand on the comprehension
of the philosophy of the plan on which the
sacrificial work of Christ, and reconciliation
of things antagonistic, was brought about
by the wisdom of God; but we claim to
an interest in the results, on the ground
that our faith rests in the knowledge of
what has been obtained for us, who did
accomplish this for us, and that it was
secured to us only through the spilt life-
blood of our Lord the second Adam, by
union with whom through baptism in faith,
can we alone receive, through patient
continuance in well-doing, glory, honour,
and immortality—eternal life.

EPITOME; AND CONCLUSIONS DRAWN.

From examination of the Scriptures we
are firm in the conviction that the fore-
going subjects of faith, viz;— First. Christ's
kingdom; our hope of reward, and second,
the righteous life., sacrificial death, and
redemptory resurrection of Jesus; our
access to it through faith in the kingdom
and the sacrifice, are the only two subjects
on which it is essential that fadth should
rest previous to passing through the ap-
pointed waters of baptism. We define the
subjects as two, for they resolve themselves
into a crown and a door, the kingdom the
one, the Lord Jesus the other, the one (the
crown) the one hope of the gospel; the
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other the way, the truth, and the life,—
the " door, by which if any man enter in, he
shall be saved."— John x, 9.)

We conclude and believe that if a man,
by reception of these two modes into
his mind, receives the word of the kingdom
as a little child, making it his sole gospel
hope, looks upon Jesus as the Christ, the
future king of that kingdom; beholds in
him also the Saviour from sin, resting his
hope of remission of sins and justification
before God upon the sacrificial work of
Jesus; rests his expectation of resurrection
to life and immortality upon His death
and resurrection, and centres his faith in
the Lord as the living door of the kingdom,
the only way and access thereto; then we
believe that if such a person be baptised in
the scripturally prescribed form, and " walk
as a child of the light in goodness,
righteousness and truth," he will infallibly
be saved.

We, as a church, are desirous to be
more " filled with a knowledge of His
will,'' but we systematically avoid sub-
ordinate " questions which do gender
strife," for " strivings about words to no
profit," we deem an hindrance to "increase
in the knowledge of God.''

We are resolved individually and collect-
ively to " hold fast the faithful words as
we have been taught" in the Scriptures,
and to refuse to put any other subjects
than the two before specified, on the
footing of essentials to saving faith,
essentials to valid baptism, essentials to
fellowship in Christ.

Subjects, more or less abstruse, such as
personality or non-personality of the devil,
the mortal or immortal resurrection of the
saints, &c, we cannot exalt into portions
of the glad tidings to be preached in all
the world as a witness, nor into portions of
the testimony of Jesus that he is the giver
of life to believers, and that his blood was
shed for remission of their sins. We dare
not call these " questions,'1 these " doubtful
thoughts," (Rom. xiv, 1.) essentials to
the saving faith, which a man must have
before he can please God and be accepted
of him, We dare not,—First, because the
passages of Scripture which state the terms
of salation do not set forth such subjects.
Second,—Because we have no authority in
Scripture to supplement the divinely stated
terms of salvation with other conditions.
Quite the contrary. (Prov. xxx, 6 ;
Deut. iv, 2; Galat. i, 7, 8.)

This concludes our deliverance on
matters of faith and doctrine.

We have now to direct your very special
attention to Rom. xvi, 17—19, and Galat.
ii, 4, 5. Paul says, " I beseech you,
brethren, mark them that cause divisions
and offences contrary to the doctrine ye
have learned, and avoid them * * *
by good words and fair speeches they
deceive the hearts of the simple, * * *
I would have you wise unto that which
is good and simple concerning evil."
" Brethren unaware, * * came in privily
to spy out our liberty which we have in
Christ Jesus, that they might bring us unto
bondage, to whom we give place, no ! not
for an hour, that the truth of the gospel
might continue." * * * *

REJOINDER OF THE HALIFAX ECCLESIA.

The Ecclesia of the Deity in Halifax. To
those clnmihg fellowship in Huddersfield,

IN reply to yours of the 30th Sept.,
we desire to intimate to you our sincere
regret that you should repudiate the Truth
concerning subjects of such manifest
importance as those in dispute, and we
are further sorry that you should be so
oblivious of their relationship to "the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, as to denominate them, " supple-
mental doctrines," "subordinate questions,"
"words to no profit,'J " doubtful thoughts,"
and as such to deliberately and " system-
atically" exclude them from your further
consideration.

The conviction wrought upon our minds
by the reading of your manifesto is,—
that most clearly it has been written in
the ignorance implied in the following
statement contained in your manifesto:
" Whether their teachings on these points
be right or wrong we shall not here say,
&c." A statement like this, from you as
a church, can only indicate the most
palpable and culpable darkness, for if you
had apprehended anything of the require-
ments of a manifesto; it was just what you
ought to have said, it was just all that
was required to be said to settle the whole
matter; it was the only ground upon
which it could be legitmately named.

Now there are but two alternatives;
the points are either right or wrong; in
either case your arguments are inappro-
priate, and therefore valueless: for if they
are wrong, (i. e. unscriptural), the useless-
ness of discussing the propriety or non-
propriety of exalting them into glad
tidings is at once apparent, and if they
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are right (i. e. scriptural), their relationship
to the Kingdom and the Name is indis-
putably certain beyond all controversy.

But is it true as you assumed that
"essentials to saving faith," "essentials to
valid baptisms ** "essentials to fellowship
in Christ," are all comprehended in and
circumscribed by the glad tidings? Most
assuredly not, for surely you will not deny
that it is essential for a candidate for
salvation to reject the popular doctrine of
inherent immortality, and to believe by
consequence in the scripturally attested
fact of man's mortality, and yet essential
as this is, the mortality of man, as you
know, formed no part of the gospel
promulgated by Jesus Christ. How
possible it is, therefore, for a thing to
be absolutely essential without at all being
an integral part of the gospel. Exactly
so is it with the question of the devil;
you rightly say "we cannot exalt it into
a portion of the glad tidings," but the
gospel has not the less to do with it for
that, any more than with the mortality
question. That this may be apparent to
you, let us just place them side by side,
thus:—

MOKTALITY

Has reference to man
and describes his sub-
jection to death.

THE GOSPEL

Of the Kingdom and
Name includes the an-
nouncement of its abo-
lition.

DEVIL

Has reference to man
and is descriptive of
his enmity and oppo-
sition to the Divine
law and purpose
whether individually,
socially or politically
developed.

THE GOSPEL

Of the Kingdom and
Name includes the
announcement of its
destruction.

In this we have a small illustration of
what must be admitted as a general and
withal a necessarily essential feature of
revealed truth, viz., that it opposes itself
to, and is antagonistic of everything not in
harmony with itself. It is upon this
principle alone that, it could possibly be
glad tidings to us. This may be further
simplified as follows:—The gospel an-
nounces the gift of immortality, and by
consequence the abolition of mortality—it
is essential, therefore, to know what
mortality is as well as immortality.

The gospel announces the establishment
of the kingdom of God, and by consequence
the overthrow of the kingdom of men; it
is essential, therefore, to know of what
the kingdom of men consists as well as

the kingdom of God. The mission of
Christ was to give life, and by consequence
to u destroy (him that hath the power of
death, i. e.) the devil." Essential know-
ledge of the mission of Christ, therefore,
involves the comprehension not only of
that which he has to bestow, but also, and
equally of, that which he antagonises and
destroys. How far a correct conception of
the remedy is dependent upon an accurate
knowledge of the condition requiring it, is
abundantly illustrated in the history of
orthodoxy. Whence arises their miscon-
ception of the salvation, but from their
pagan notions about the constitutional
condition of that fman) to which it is
offered; in other words they accept the
phrase, mortality of man, but attaching
their own unenlightened interpretation
thereto, in preference to the revealed truth
of the Deity; the result is, as you know,
the most erroneous conceptions of the
nature and circumstances of eternal life.
Seeing, therefore, the very serious and
even fatal nature of this error in their case,
we ought to be the more careful that we
repeat not their folly.

The subject of the devil is not correctly
stated in your manifesto. It is not a
question of personality or non-personality,
(for the devil in manifestation is always
personal,*) but it is a question of human
or superhuman. Now, it is not the latter
most assuredly, and the theology which
says it is, belongs to his (the devil's) lying
inventions, for indeed, as was said of him
of old, " he is a liar, and the father of it."

And what about the brethren of so
called "supplemental views ' you refer to?
Let us tell you, they are brethren worthy
the name ; who have dared, in the spirit of
Jude's injunction, to contend earnestly for
the purity of the faith once delivered to
the saints, against "vain talkers and
unlearned," who discern the things of the
spirit after the natural man, who glory in
" oppositions of science," (̂ falsely so called),
who teach to the subversion of the truth
" doctrines of devils " and familiar spirits,
who affirm the post resurrectional ascent
of saints to heaven, (where they locate the
devil), who deny the essential attributes of
the "judgment to come," and who variously
seek to seduce the unwary by their specious
reasoning into the same estrangement and
damnable latitudinarianism in which they
are beguiling themselves to their own
destruction in Gehenna.

* That is the reason why the personal pronoun
is applied in the Scriptures.
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Trusting that consistent with your
expressed desire to be " more filled with a
knowledge of His will," you may reconsider
the propriety of a more thorough investiga-
tion of these subjects, and that thereupon
you may be led to renounce the devil and
all his works, and further led to the
acknowledging that all Scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and, therefore,
profitable for doctrine and instruction in
righteousness, we remain yours faithfully,
aspiring to the blessings awaiting those

who know accurately, and give heed, and
narrowly observe the things which are
written in the testimony of Jesus Christ.

On behalf of the Brethren,
F. R. SHUTTLEWORTH.

N.B.— Any future relationship between
us must be based upon your expressed and
avowed renunciation of! the foolishness by
which you are now adulterating, and
otherwise making void the word of God.
We shall be ever happy to hear of such a
renunciation.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Continued from page 20 of the present number.

anxiety on the part of the writers. The tone
in which great and early changes are forecast,
is, to say the least, significant."—Levant
Serald. " The language of the Russian
government press, in regard to the rising
shadow of the Eastern Question, is becoming
so violent, that it behoves us to notice it.
The official and semi-official papers of St.
Petersburgh are encouraging the insurgents,
and speaking of the overthrow of Turkey as a
necessary and indeed imminent event"—Times
Russian Correspondent. " Berlin politicians
on their part, are closely watching the seeth-
ing cauldron of Oriental affairs, and observing
a new phenomenon in the visible eagerness of
the Czar to make the Russian grievances a
cause of quarrel; they speculate upon his
ultimate inteniions. Is it not possible, they
ask, that the Czar, dreading a European
attach in case of his interfering with Turkey,
should be preparing to forestall the blow?''—
Prussian Correspondent of the Times. " The
subject that most occupies the Russian Press
at this moment is that of the dissolution of
the Ottoman Empire."—Daily News, Nov.
2. "If anybody is sanguine enough to
suppose that the capture of Sebastopol has
materially changed the policy of Russia, he
has only to live a very short time among the
Russians to lose the delusion. * * *
The Russians look forward to the ultimate
possession of the Bosphorous as a matter of
certainty.* * * Russian statesmen
fancy that the day of the dismemberment of
the Ottoman Empire is near at hand."—Daily
Telegraph, Dec* 10th.

All hail the coming day ! Ye have long
tarried; break now in glory on our dark
horizon, where faith alone, begotten of
Yahweh's word, can see the glimmer of thy
coming dawn. O, we wait with strong
desire ; give us the first token; send athwart
our night the gleaming messenger of thy

presence. Release thy prisoners: justify
thy children; give them to see with their
eyes the unbared arm of Omnipotence
lifted up to save His chosen, and to smite
all the proud and lofty. O, lift the curtain
that shuts them out in the darkness that
covers all the earth; unveil the impending .
glory; open the temple; uncover the ark of
their covenant with God; scatter the
lightnings of Jehovah's anger among the
nations; crash, ye hidden thunders, and
destroy them that destroy the earth; bring1

to the dust the high refuges of rebellion and
lies; cast down the thrones; slay the
Mother of Harlots; bring perdition on the
fourth beast; and let all the world know
that there is a God that judgeth, and who,
though long silent, will not always be still,
but will rise to avenge his own elect, to
carry out his own purpose, and to vindi-
cate his own majesty and honour, against
the ignorance, brutishness, perversity and
wickedness of a hundred generations. High
and low, rich and poor, need the terrible
lesson. They are filled with their own
devices. God is not in all their thoughts;
they cast the testimony behind their backs,
and seek every one gain from his quarter.
But now shall they see the glory of
Yahweh; for his hand is about to be lifted
up. The end has come; the times of the
Gentiles are knelling to a close. Behold the
signs I

EDITOR.

Dec. Uth> 1866.
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The AMBASSADOR SUPPLEMENT.—We acknow-
ledge the following contributions to the coat of
the Ambassador Supplement: J. J. Andrews,
London, 10s.; R. C, Bingley, Birmingham, 15s ;
J. Grant, Carrbridge, 10s ; H. N., ^1 ; C. Ben-
nett, Mumbles, 10s.; J. H. Kidd, Scarboro', 3 s ;
G. Cree, Biggar, 5s.; A. Hewitt, Birmingham,

2-^.61,; S. Dixon, Leeds (for the brethren,) 5s.;
Eliza Haire, Creetown, 5s.; J. Mitchell, Balluss,
6d.; A sister, 6d.; W. Ellis, Edinburgh, lOa.;
W. Clark, Glasgow, 6d.; A brother, 6d.; T. Han-
ing, Auchlnlech, 5s. J. Robintson, Turriff, 5s.6d.
—We will give| extracts from letters next
month.

TBINITABIANISM AND THE TEUTH,

CONSIDERED IN RELATION TO THE FIRST THREE VERSES
JOHN'S GOSPEL.

OF

THE " P RE-EXISTENCE " OF JESUS CHRIST—HIS BEING THE WORD MADE FLESH.

(Continuation of " The Bible as a La>v of Life and Immortality," from page 259 )

Preliminary to our entering on this
subject we will recal a few things necessary
to be remembered, from our previous
papers.
1.—The Deity is a located Being, and

invisible to man.
2.—He is Omnipotent, not in person, but

in spirit.
3. —His spirit is an emanation f̂ om his

person, and is everywhere.
4. — He is thus personally in immediate

connection with every being and thing
in the universe.

5.—His spirit, therefore, is that only of
Him that surrounds us, and hence that
only of Him we can speak of, or think
about.

6 —Himself we cannot search out
7. —What His spirit is we cannot define,

but the o} erations of it are everywhere
visible.

8.—It manifests itself in all the laws
which create and destroy, make and
unmake.

9.—It is the basis of everything, the force
and power of everything.

10.— What is called electricity, magnetism,
combustion, heat, light, attraction, cohe-
sion, gravitation, and the like, are IT in
its various manifestations All that we
see, hear, taste, smell, feel, and know,
proceed from its operations. These are
the spirit of Deity variously manifested
in everything—in man and beast, fish
and fowl, insect and vegetable; in the
wind, the rain, the snow; in the thunder,
the lightning and earthquake—all is
from ONE spirit, and this spirit is OUT of
ONE Deity.

11.—In this respect it is common—common
to all things animate and inanimate. In
this respect it is the spirit of Deity in
Nature.

12.—But another phase of this same spirit
is manifested through Scripture. And
this phase of it having relation to
higher purposes, and for an eternal
duration it is called the Holy Spirit,
not that it is a different spirit from
what is common to all, but that its
operations relating to Scripture truth,
are limited to a cerrain field, and are
distinguishable from its common opera-
tions. The operations are set apart for
higher and holier ends, and these ends
characterise the operations as holy, and
the operations characterise the Spirit as
Holy, as deeds characterise all doers: so
that in point of fact as a man can
be wise by one line of conduct, benevolent
by another line, and just by a third, the
ONE spirit is the Creator and Former by
one set of works, the Omnipotent by
another set of works, and the Most Holy
by a third set of works And so again,
as the higher or holier operations relate
to the conversation which the Deity
holds with man, it is termed the word of
Deity, or that power by which the Deity
conveys the outward expression of his
ideas or thoughts to man. This, in
Greek, is called the Logos, or that power
from which proceeds the verbal expres-
sion of the Deity's reasoning with man
on things pertaining to eternal life, and
hence embraces all that His reason
embraces—all other expressions of what-
ever character, is the book of nature.
Reason is the pre-eminent feature of
mind: verbal speech its highest expres-
sion; and n"thing can be done without
reason. Therefore, John, in speaking of
the Logos, speaks of it first in its
abstract and highest aspect, and as it
were by itself. He next descends to the
handiwork manifestation of it, " all
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things were made by him, and without
him was there nothing made that was
made." The works of God in nature
are a speech as well, but not so high an
expression of the Deity's reason as the
verbal speech: but had John spoken of
the lower manifestations only—"the
work of his hands," he could not have
named this the Logos in the full sense
of the term, as the work of the hands do
not include in any circumstances the
highest manifestations of reason; and
had he spoken of them first, ere he
spake of reason itself, he would have
invented the natural order, and done
injustice to his subject. But he speaks
first of the Logos in the abstract. He
begins at the centre and mind of Deity,
and works outwards. The Logos
embraces all. as all things issue from it,
but as it was religiously known in
John's day amongst the Jews and
Christians by its verlul, or highest
expression, he descended to the lower to
remind his readers that the power he
spake of, was not only the speaker,
but the doer—not only the ideal
and verbal reasoner from Deity, but
the architect, artist, and artizan of
all things in nature as well. He by
this comprehended ALL things as pro-
ceeding from the Logos or reason of
Deity, affirmed this security which must
exist against the workings of nature
being otherwise than in harmony with
the ends of prophecy, and so asserted in
other words that "the invisible things of
Him, from the creation of the world are
clearly a tested, being understood by
the things that are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead." Had he
not done this, the special manifestations
of the Holy Spirit might have, led some
to suspect the spirit so manifested, to
be one spirit, and the spirit in nature
another.

Now when we reflect on the operations
of the spirit in nature, and consider that
" The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the firmament showeth his handiwork;
that day unto day uttereth speech, and
night unto night sheweth knowledge: that
there is no speech or language where their
voice is not heard,'" and that this speech is
as much an utterance in signs and symbols,
as legible to man concerning nature, as
the Scriptures are an utterance from the
same spirit concerning a future life—both
lead the mind up to Deity. We need not
wonder that a man so reflective as Plato
should term the power he saw so man-

ifested—we need not wonder, we say, that
Plato called this he saw so reflected, the
Logos of Deity. He saw design in every-
thing around him, and therefore reason;
but spoiled with his own philosophy
concerning the immateriality and person-
ality of spirits, he imagined this reason
such a spirit, and distinguishing it from
what he called a father-spirit, termed it a
son-spirit so united with the father-spirit,
and some other imaginary spirit he called
the soul of the world, that they were three
personal spirits in one, or three gods
" united with each other by a mysterious
and ineffable generation," a doctrine as
different from that of John as one mul-
tiplied in^o three is different from three
thirds united in one; not that we mean to
convey that John presents three kinds of
one Deity for consideration, but three
contemporary manifestations of one Deity;
Deity in person only visible in the heaven
of heavens; Deity in spirit, or through spirit
manifest in every thing, and Deity through
the same spirit (in its highest aspect or
holy narurci for special ends), manifest in
man. Such, however, is the superficial
similarity between the Logos of Plato and
the Logos of John, that the latter is
confounded with the former. And such is
the precedence given to Grecian philosophy
that the reader of John's gosjel cannot
read it save from the light of Plato. The
iniantile mind is so moulded to the Platonic
idea, that as it grows, the idea grows with
it, and when maturity is reached, the
freedom to understand the words of John
otherwise is chained to the habit of never
having thought of them otherwise. The
mind is prepossessed, and, therefore,
prejudiced against a right understanding
of John, and so grows the Trinitarianism
of the day—the invention of man. In its
beginning unadulterated Platonism, but
now a hybrid, a mule by an impregr ation
of the letter of Scripture from the mind of
man brimful with the philosophy of Greece.
And this we shall see the more confirmed as
we proceed with the subject before us, and
mark the sense in which '* the Word was
made flesh and dwelt amongst us."—W.D.J.

THR BOUNTY TO DR. THOMAS.—The brethren
in Edingbu'gh have already collected and sent
off £30. In addition to this, we have received
the following suras: H. N., £5; R. C. Bingley,
Birmingham, £\0; ,T. Grant, Can-bridge, £1;
S. Dixon, Leeds, 15s; W. Ellis, Edinburgh,
additional, (promised) £1.

There have been fo lr responses to the appeal
for brother Rubertson of Tuiiff.



18 THE POLITICAL HEAVENS. LComing Age, Jan> 1,1867.

THE POLITICAL HEAVENS AND THE SIGNS THEEEOF.

THE year 1867 opens with promise for those
who look for the great denouement of Daniel's
vision, and the climax of Israel's hope.
The sign-evolutions progressing in the
political heavens are ominous, and full of
hope for those who look for "his appearing."
The little horn of the fourth beast is on the
verge of ruin. Austria—its Apocalyptic,
woman-carrying-beast element—lies shat-
tered by the shock of war, and threatens to
break np before discord within, and the
menace of a Russo-Prussian alliance with-
out. Pontifical Rome, the blasphemous
mouth of the horn, and the drunken harlot
on the back of the beast, is on the point of
political annihilation. On these two points
we quote the testimony of the press. The
Catholic organ, the Monde, says in reference
to the first point, as affected by the late
war, "Prussia represented the Protestant
element, and around her were grouped all
the interests appertaining to that faith,
whilst on the contrary, all Catholic sym-
pathies attached themselves to Austria,
Formerly Protestantism in Germany was on
a footing of equality with Catholicism. THE
VICTORY OF PRUSSIA OVERTHROWS THIS
EQUILIBRIUM; the Catholic influence exer-
cised by Austria in Italy and Germany
IS HENCEFORTH DESTROYED.*' This, it
will be observed, is the opinion of the
highest Catholic authority. It is confirmed
by the opinion of a Paris newspaper corres-
pondent, who, writing on the same event,
says, "The irreparable injury done to
Austria has not been physical discomfiture,
but MORAL ANNIHILATION. * * *
Ever hostile to every idea of modern times,
she is vanquished at last by the Revolution,
and history having already pronounced her
verdict, is uttering her funeral oration."
Cardinal Cullen's declaration is, " Austria,
the last state that supported the Pope, is
now almost completely ruined." There is
more trouble brewing for Austria. Russia
and Prussia have formed an alliance. This
is the uncontradicted fact of the hour.
That the objects of this alliance are adverse
to Austria, may be seen in the following
remarks of the Paris Presse, published
in the Times on the 2nd of November.
" The alliance between Russia and Prussia
is now an accomplished fact; binding en-
gagements have been entered into with
reference to a special object, and in anticipa-
tion of events already determined upon.
If Russia, in the execution of her plans
in the East, should meet with any other
obstacle than the Turks, Prussia will
range herself on her side. Prussia, on
the other hand, can rely on the avowed co-
operation of Russia in case of foreign
interference with her German schemes; the
sole'obstacle in the accomplishment of their

designs is Austria. Nothing exists to divide
Russia and Prussia; everything tends to
unite them. 'Backing each other,' writes
a Russian statesman lately, 'Russia and
Prussia may defy the rest of Europe/
We believe that Russia and Prussia are now
backing each other. * * * Russia
is making preparations at Nikolaief, whioh
are not very consistent with the spirit or the
letter of the Treaty of Paris. Her journals
are daily demanding the restitution of the
lost bank of the Danube. Her official
agents stand aloof at Bucharest, and protest
by their abstention against the concessions of
the Porte. Finally, Bussia is accumulating
very considerable forces upon the Austrian
frontiers. Austria discovers every instant
in Bohemia, in Moravia, in Silesia, the
hand of Prussian agents." Austria has
several times been reported to be concen-
trating troops on her Gallician frontiers, in
consequence of the attitude of Russia.
Austrian government papers have denied
the reports, but the latest intelligence re-
iterates the reports as well as the denials.
We know from experience the utter worth-
lessness of an "official" denial. In her
extremity, Austria seeks a French alliance,
and is likely to attain her object. A
pamphlet has been published in Vienna, the
Austrian capital, advocating such an alliance.
The pamphlet is said to have been inspired
from Paris, and concludes in the following
words: " France, like Austria, has every-
thing to dread from the democratic move-
ment whioh is taking place everywhere in
Europe. No king at the present moment is
certain to be to-morrow on his throne. The
Austro-Frenoh Alliance can conjure all
perils. Let, then, these two powers unite at
once." The preparations of France are
something astounding. A scheme is on
foot to raise the military force to 1,300,000
men. The Emperor is in earnest, and thinks
the augmentation of the army essential to the
"just influence" of France. He is pressing
the scheme against the adverse opinions of
the nation, and some members of his
council. The Paris correspondent of the
Morning Herald, writing December 17th,
says there was a time when the raising
of such an enormous army by France would
have developed a European coalition against
her, but, at such a moment, when the
alliance between Russia and Prussia
threatens Europe with designs inimical
to the general equilibrium^ it is con-
sidered legitimate and wise. He says,
" I have reason to believe that the first
practical result of this vast increase of the
French army will be to accelerate enormously
the movement (already existingJ of the whole
of Germany to throw itself into the arms of
rrwna, I have reason to know that
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throughout Germany this increase of the
French forces is looked upon as the prelude
to an aggression; and whatever dislike of
Prussia may be entertained in a few diminu-
tive principalities, it will be obliterated by
this threatening move on the part of the
Erl-Feind. All the small States which were
still wavering and hesitating whether they
would join the North German Confederation,
or form a petty confederation of their own,
will have their doubts readily solved by the
re-organization of the French army. The
instinct of self-preservation already inclined
in favour of Prussia, and, if they held aloof,
it was chiefly owing to an unwillingness to
profess a distrust of France which most of
them entertained. They have no doubt now,
and from what I hear, six months will not
elapse before the whole of the forces of
Germany will be at the disposal of the
Cabinet of Berlin." Russia is meeting this
gigantic movement of France by one on a
similar scale. She has ordered a recruiting
for the 27th of next January, at the rate of
four conscripts per thousand inhabitants,
which will produce 850,000 men. The
Russian army at present numbers 800,000,
so that the new levy will bring it up to
1,650,000. This is on the authority of The
Europe, quoted by The Globe, on the 12th of
December. The Vienna correspondent of the
Times writing a day or two after that date,
says that ostensibly, a reduction of the
Russian army is going on, but that this may
possibly be a blind, or a husbanding of forces
for a blow in the spring. He, however,
thinks it is not likely. It must be remem-
bered he writes from Vienna, The Posen
Journal says that it is undeniable that
Russia is secretly arming, and putting
herself ready for any event that may happen
in the spring. It also stated that she is
openly reorganising her fleet in the Black
Sea.

As regaids the Papal element of the little
horn, the current facts are of the deepest
interest. The evacuation of Rome by the
French troops is now an accomplished fact,
and the Pope is left face to face with the
subjects of his now contracted and insignificant
domain. To the present date nothing visible
has resulted beyond a proclamation from the
National Committee, addressed to the Romans
and circulated in Rome, congratulating the
people that Italy is now mistress of her own
destiny, and that no foreign flag floats from
the Alps to the sea. The committee beseech
their fellow-citizens to indulge in no idle
manifestations, but to await patiently and
calmly for the hour which will satisfy all
their wishes. It concludes as follows :—
OUR TRIUMPH IS CERTAIN ; THE DAYS or
CLERICAL DESPOTISM ARE INEXORABLY
NUMBERED." Rome, at the present moment
is one of the principal centres of interest
from a prophetic point of view. The eye
of the student is intently fixed on her. A

catastrophe is certain. The time of Papal
sovereignty is up this year, or within the
next two, and significantly enough, it is
placed in a position in which its disappear-
ance from the stage of history is unavertible:
up to the present moment all is quiet, but
there is mischief brewing under the surface.
The revolutionary element is only held
back by its own leaders till the moment
deemed opportune for action arrives. Even
under restraint, it is fretting and seething
with impatience. An explosion is imminent.
This fact has caused the abandonment of
an intended visit to the Pope by the Em-
press of the French. The Italian Government
is endeavouring to come to an arrangement
with "His Holiness;" that is to say they
are trying to induce him to consent to such
changes in the government of the Roman
province as will reconcile his subjects to the
continuance of his authority; but the news
by to-day's telegrams is to the effect that
"the court of Rome appears but little
disposed to come to an arrangement." This
is accompanied Ly the intimation that "the
Pope has declared that he will not abandon
Rome." By a divine infatuation, he persists
in refusing water to quench the fire of
Roman hate, and at the same time makes
up his mind to brave the dangers of the
conflagration. This will doubtless bring the
crisis. The patience of his revolutionary
subjects is at the last point. He knows this,
as is evident from the words he addressed to
the officers of the Roman legion on the eve
of their departure. He reproached "the eldest
son of the church'' for leaving him face to
face with the revolution, and telling the officers
not to be deceived, assured them that the
revolution would come and plant its banner
on the Quirinal. His only hope in the
matter was that God would interfere to
prevent what was humanly speaking inevit-
able. His hope is a vain one. The catastrophe
is divinely decreed and cannot be prevented.
What shape it will take it is impossible to
say, but the violent destruction of the 'icourt
of Rome" seems probable. On this point,
the Spectator has the following :—" The
attitude of the cardinals has changed from
that of suffering angels to one of fierce and
almost despairing anxiety and suspense. The
Papacy presents a calm unblenching defiance
alike to France, Italy, the Roman people,

children, it will concede nothing, will promise
nothing save pardon after submission, will
make no reforms, will accept no advice, will
simply assert itself now as ever, as beyond
the need of human wisdom, and above the
range of earthly insult or aggression * * *
The opposing forces must in a few weeks be
face to face without any barrier between them,
and then the cool English observers who
know the Vatican and Rome as it is known
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only to cardinals and the secret police of
Florence, seem inclined to give way to fear,
and anticipate a catastrophe which wih rouse
the whole catholic world." The situation is
ripening on all hands. The elements of war
are gathering in every direction.

The correspondent of The Daily Telegraph,
writing from Paris on the 10th of December,
says, " Society here,—and after all society
knows a good deal more than we give it credit
for knowing,—declares that war is imminent,
When ? Here society goes into different
lobbies; the minority says Prussia will not
wait till after the " Exposition," but go on
with the work of Bismark the great, early in
the spring of 1867. The majority, with
which I vote, think that nothing will happen
till after the above named festive period, but
that once the exhibition is closed, France will
go in at Prussia, and the war will be highly
popular." The troubles are not one nor two;
the questions that trouble Europe are more
numerous and complicated than the states-
manship of the hour can unravel.

Prominent amon™- th^s^ is the notorious
and inextinguishable " Eastern Question; "
this is smoking with danger to Europe. The
Cretan insurrection, which Turkey is strain-
ing every nerve to get the upper hand of, is
as active as ever. It has several times been
announced from Constantinople that it was
all over : but later telegrams have invariably
given the lie to Turkish representations. . On
this subject we quote the folio wing from the
Daily Telegraph of December 24. Speaking
of the Constantinopolitan telegrams, the
Cretan correspondent of the paper says,
11 They are not even travesties of truth—they
are pure fiction and point-blank falsehood. It
seems incredible that the agent of any govern-
ment should have dared to cheat civilised
Europe on a point where Europe's peace is
so nearly concerned—to assure the grave
diplomatic world for six weeks in succession,
that all was over; and equally incredible that
Europe should be six times humbugged by
the same simple fiction. And now let me
once more assure your readers that to-day,
the 3rd of December, 1868, N.S., there are no
more signs of peace than there w#re two months
ago ; tlaat the insurrection is organising, and
doing what it may to winter in comparative
comfort; but that there is no thought of
submission in the Cretan heurt. * * *
The last corps of volunteers who landed
brought a printing press and artillery of other
kinds ; the blockade-runners are throwing
into the island, almost without interruption
or inconvenience, all necessary supplies; and
some of the oldest residents declare it to be
their opinion that the affair has just begun."
Italian volunteers are finding their way to
the island. Garibaldi has offered his services.
Greece is particularly active in her aids to the
insurgents, and is reported in to-day's telegrams
to be preparing for the war with Turkey into
which her policy is dragging her. This

state of things is giving great uneasiness to
the French government, which above all
things dreads the opening of the eastern
question. It is said it has offered the Sultan
the assistance of the Mediterranean Anglo-
French fleet, for the purpose of enforcing the
blockade. This has caused a powerful
sensation at St. Petersburgh, where sympathy
with the Cretans is very strong. The follow-
ing is the comment of the Russian Nord,
on the subject:—" The measure attributed to
the Cabinet of the Tuileries would constitute
an intervention in the affairs of Candia, and
would inevitably lead to the interference of
the other European Powers. The Eastern
Question would thus be forced upon the
tapis.

We append further comments of the press,
as indicative of the nature of the crisis. For
access to them, we are principally indebted to
the kindness and industry of brother J. J.
Andrew, of London, who culls and transmits
whatever newspaper matter has a bearing
on the signs of the times. " The success of
the Cretan Insurrection will doubtless pre-
cipitate a"n outbreak against Turkey among
her subject nationalities; and there is every
probability that it will result in the entire
disruption of the Turkish Empire. That
such an event must happen sooner or later, is
pretty generally admitted; but then comes
the question, Who is to govern the country
in the place of the Turks ? This question,
upon which the most important interests of
Europe depend, it will become necessary perh aps
in a few months to decide."—Fortnightly
Review. " T H E EASTERN QUESTION—few
words grate upon the ear with a more ominously
disagreeable sound, than this short compen-
dium of the inextricable tangle of disputes
and interests wrapped up in its narrow limits.
Of all the forms that imagination could
conjure up, few could arise more calculated
to damp joy and inspire fear, than this
dreaded monster. Yet, unless appearances
are very deceptive, the preludes to its ghastly
resurrection are both manifold and manifest.
That confused murmur of apprehension which
usually precedes the advent of great calami-
ties is already audible.*'—Leeds Mercury.
" Russia once again goes hand-in-hand
with the dissatisfied subjects of the Porte,
and by encouraging sedition, raises misgivings
in all Europe that her old hankerings after
the Bosphorus have not been laid aside,
France and Austria are thus touched to the
quick, and must prepare, in the event of a
great commotion in the east, either to make
common cause with Russia, or to fight her
with their last man and to their last franc."—•
Times' Berlin Correspondent. " The future
of the East receives ominous prominence in the
discussions on the new arrangements of
Europe. It is discussed under all its aspects,
and seemingly with a more than ordinary
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THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST;

OR THE SECOND ADVENT IN RELATION TO THE HOUSEHOLD
OF FAITH.-No. 3.

WE use the phrase " resurrectional responsibility" in contrast with the
responsibility of a more limited kind which attaches to every form of
rational life, without involving a future, state of existence by
resurrection. Man per se has a moral responsibility to Deity, but it is
only under the special circumstances we shall presently have to consider
more fully that this goes beyond the relations of mortal existence.
God is angry with the wicked (Psalm viii, 2) because they are wicked,
without any intention to bring them to individual account. The general
destiny of the class is expressed in the statement that " the wicked
shall be turned into sheol" (the grave), (Ps. ix, 17) and that the name
of the wicked shall rot.—(Prov. x, 7.) The attitude of the Deity
toward them is indicated by the flood, the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrha, and the extermination of the seven nations of Canaan; these
were summary and destructive exhibitions of his displeasure at the
perversions of a creature naturally endowed with Elohistic capacities
and affinities, but no proof that he intends to deal with those perversions
in a "future state," rather the contrary; it indicates the absence of
accountability in these instances; for had there been a tribunal in reserve
there would obviously have been neither justice nor necessity in the
judicial visitation which swept untold myriads out of existence at the
times referred to. Jude indicates the finality of the judgment in the case
of Sodom; he says, " they are set forth for an example, SUEFERING the
vengeance of eternal fire," (a good illustration, by the way, of what
eternal fire means in Bible language in opposition to orthodox views,)
Peter indicates the same thing in relation to the antideluvian world.
(2 Peter ii, 5 ; iii, 6), viz , that the flood was to them a consummating
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infliction of Divine judgment. This would appear upon the reading of
the record; "And God looked upon the earth, and behold it was corrupt,
for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. And God said unto
Noah, the end of all flesh is come before me : for the earth is filled
with violence through them, and behold, * * * every living
substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the
earth/1— (Genesis vi, 12, 13; vii, 4.) This was the end of "the
old world."

Jewish responsibility was greater than that of the cast-off descendants
of the rejected groundling of Eden, because their relation to Deity was
special, direct, and privileged. The responsibility originating in
natural constitution, was supplemented by the obligations imposed by
divine election and arising out of the national contract entered into at
Sinai, to be obedient to all that the Deity required—(Ex. xxiv, 3, 7).
This is recogised in the words of Jehovah by Amos, " You only have I
known of all the families of the earth; THEREFORE will I punish you
for all your iniquities,1'—(Amos iii, 2). Yet there is no evidence that
this responsibility takes the individual form which it assumes in con-
nection with the individual privileges of the gospel. The national
sufferings of the Jews, in dispersion and privation, are evidently (both
on the face of the testimony and on a consideration of the moral bear-
ings of the case) a full discharge of the responsibility arising from
national election.

A responsibility lying in degree between that of the Jews and the
outlying Gentiles attached itself to those nations that were in contact
with the Jewish people. This is evident on many pages of the prophets.
Take for instance the words addressed to the king of Tyre : " Thou
hast been in Eden, the garden of God; * * * thou wast upon
the holy mountain of God. Thou hast walked up and down in the
midst of the • stones of fire' * * * Because thou hast said
against Jerusalem, Aha, she is broken that was the gates of the
people; she is turned tin to me; I shall be replenished now she is laid
waste. Therefore, thus saith the Lord God, Behold I am against thee,
0 Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up against thee, as the
sea causeth her waves to come up."—(Ezek. xxviii, 13, 14; xxvi, 2, 3.)
Take also similar words addressed to Ammon, Moab, Edom, and
Philistia : To AMMON, "Because thou hast said, AHA, against my
sanctuary when it was profaned, and against the land of Israel when
it was desolate, and against the housp of Judah when they went into
captivity, Behold, therefore, I will deliver thee to the men of the east
for a possession, fyc?—(Ezek xxv, 3, 4.) To MOAB: " Because that
Moab and Seir do say, Behold the house of Judah is like Unto all the
heathen, therefore, * * * I will execute judgments upon
Moab/—(Ez. xxv, 8-11 ) To EDOM : " Because that Edom hath dealt
against the house of Judah by taking vengeance, and hath greatly
offended and revenged himself upon them, therefore thus saith the Lord
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God, I will also stretch out mine hand upon Edom," &c.—(12—13.)
To PHILISTIA : " Because the Philistines have dealt by revenge, and
have taken vengeance with a despiteful heart, THEREFORE thus saith the
Lord God, I will stretch out mine hand upon the Philistines," &c.—
(—16.) In none of these cases, is there any evidence that God intends
to mete out individual judgment by resurrection from the dead.
It requires a high state of privilege before such can with justice be done.
The majority of mankind, particularly in the rude and barbarous times
that required the schoolmaster lessons of the Mosaic law, were in
circumstances of pure misfortune. Born under condemnation in Adam,
and left to the poor resources of the natural mind which in all its history
has never originated anything noble apart from the ideas set in
motion by " revelation," they were as unable to elevate themselves
above the level on which they stood as any tribe of animals. How just
and merciful, then, it was of the Deity to " wink at" " the times of this
ignorance' (Acts xvii, 30 ) which alienated from the life of God,
(Eph. v, 18,) and allowing flesh under such circumstances to pass away
like the flower of the field, that the place thereof might know it no more.—
(Psalms ciii, 15, 16.) In the supposition that every human being is
an immortal soul, such a line of action would of course be excluded,
and the circumstances of the early '' dispensations" would be altogether
inexplicable. An immortal soul in the times of antiquity would be worth
as much as one now ; and if it be wise and kind to save immortal souls
now, there would seem a strange absence of wisdom and beneficence in
the arrangement which in these early ages put salvation beyond their
reach, and made their doom to hell-fire inevitable by the lack of those
means of knowledge which are in our day accessible. If, to get out of
this diflSculty, it be suggested that man in such a plight will in mercy
be permitted to enter heaven, we are instantly compelled to question the
value of our own privileges, nay, to doubt and deny the wisdom of the
gospel, which, on such a theory, is not only not necessary to salvation,
but a positive hindrance to it, since by its responsibilities it perils a
salvation, which in its absence would be certain. We should also be
compelled to deny the testimony of scripture, that man having no
understanding is like the beasts that perish, and that life and
immortality have been brought to light by Christ through the gospel.
But we are not now dealing with the monster fiction of Christendom,
We leave the immortality of the soul out of the account and deal with
the question of judgment in the light of the fact that mankind is
perishing under the law of sin and death, and in Adam has no more to
do with a future state than the decaying vegetation, which year by
year, chokes the forests and passes away with the winter. The
endeavour is to realise in the light of reason and scripture testimony,
the varying shades of responsibility created by the dealings of the
Almighty with a race already exiled from life and favour under the
law of Eden. We have seen that resurrectional responsibility was
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limited to those who were related to the word of the God of Israel.
The promises and precepts conferred privilege and imposed responsibility,
having reference to resurrection. They formed a basis for that
awakening from the dust to everlasting life, and shame and everlasting
contempt, foretold to Daniel, and implied in many parts of the writings
of Job, David and Solomon, The extent to which they operate, it is
neither possible nor important for us to determine. The law of
resurrectional responsibility operates much more vividly upon our own
times, and it is the relation of this law to ourselves that we are more
especially concerned to elucidate. It was left for him who proclaimed
himself the Resurrection and the Life, to define clearly the relation
of judgment to the great scheme of which he was the pivot and
the means. He appears before us as the solution of the great
difficulty which must have haunted the minds of the faithful men
of ancient times, in reference to the declaration that " God would judge
the righteous and the wicked."—(Eccles iii, 17.) He exhibits in himself
the method by which the arbitration of the unapproachable and
immeasurable Deity is to be brought to bear upon mortal and finite
man. The Word made flesh proclaims himself the instrument and
vehicle of divine judgment.1 He tells us that the Father hath
committed ALL JUDGMENT to the Son/ (John v, 22) that as
no man can come to the father but by Him, so no one will be judged
by the Father but in the light of the word which operates through
him—(John xii. 48.) It is highly important that this fact should be
distinctly recognised It is part of the truth concerning Jesus, which
forms a prominent feature in the early proclamations of the gospel.
This is evident from these testimonies; 1st, that in which Paul
comprehends the doctrine of eternal (aionian) judgment among
first principles, (Heb. vi, 1); 2nd, the declaration of Peter: " He
commanded us to PREACH UNTO THE PEOPLE, and to testify that it is
he which was ordained of God to be THE JUDGE OF QUICK AND DEAD,.
—(Acts x, 42) ; 3rd, the statement of Paul that there is a " day
when God shall judge the secrets of men by Christ Jesus, according to
my (Paul's) gospel"—(Rom. iv, 16.) These general evidences are
strengthened by the following testimonies, which we submit in detail on
account of the importance of clear and scriptural views on the
subject:—

He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth; the
word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him at the last day.—"John xii, 48.

" As many as have sinned in the law shall he judged by the law." Rom. ii, 12.
" Every man's work shall be made manifest, for the day shall declare it,

because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of
what sort it is."—(1 Cor., iii, 13 )̂

" The Father, without respect of persons, judgeth according to every man's
tvork."- (I Peter, i, 170
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" The day of wrath and the revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who
will render to every man according to his deeds * * * in the day when
God shall judye the secrets of man by Jesus Christ.— (Rom ii, 5, 6, 16.)

** We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. * * Everyone
of us shall give an account of himself unto God." (Rom. xiv, 10, 12.)

"Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to
light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the
heart.—(1 Cor., iv, 5.)

" We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that everyone may
receive the things in body, according to that he hath done, whether good or
bad."—(2 Cor., v, 10.)

" The Lord Jesus Christ shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing, and
his kingdom."—(2 Tim., iv, 1.)

u It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this (that is, when the death
state ends in resurrection) the judgment.19—(Heb. ix, 27.)

*' Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the
dead?"—(1 Peter, iv, 5 )

" That we may have boldness in the day of judgment."—(1 John, iv, 17.)
" The time of the dead that they should be judged."—(Rev. xi, 18.)

The proposition that judgment is one of the prerogatives and
functions of the Messiah, thus stands upon a very broad scriptural
foundation, not merely as fact, but as a constituent of the truth as it is
in Jesus. The bearing of the fact is apparent in connection with the
mission of the Messiah, as related to our particular dispensation. This
is briefly defined by Paul to be " to purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works " (Titus ii, 14.) and by James " to take out
of the Gentiles a people for His name." The mode of accomplishing this
work is the preaching of the gospel. An invitation has gone out to the
ends of the earth, for people of any " kindred and nation, and people,
and tongue," to become servants of the Messiah and heirs of the
kingdom which God has promised to them that love him. Over the whole
period of the times of the Gentiles, the number of those who respond
to this call is considerable, but all who are thus called are not chosen,
(Matt, xxii, 14), because many who accept the word preached are not
influenced by it to " present their bodies living sacrifices, holy and
acceptable."' As in the case of the Israelites under Moses, " the word
preached does not profit them, not being mixed with faith '* in all who
hear it.—(Heb. iv, 2.) The soil being bad, the seed produces no result of
any consequence. The net of the kingdom (Matt, xiii, 47) submerged
(by preaching) in the ocean of " peoples, and multitudes, and
nations, and tongues," encloses bad fish as well as good. The propa-
gation of the gospel results in servants faithful and unfaithful. Not
only so, but there are different degrees of merit among those who are
faithful. Some sow bountifully, others sparingly. Some bring forth
fruit thirty fold, and some an hundred fold. No man can assess the
degrees. None of the servants can say, this shall be accepted much,
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and that little, and the other not at all. In this matter they are
commanded to "judge not" (Matt, vi, 1,) and indeed they cannot do it;
though, if censoriously inclined, they may attempt to do it, and sin.
There are secrets unknown (good and evil) which require to be known
most accurately before a just judgment can be given. " Man looketh
on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart."
(1 Sam., xvi, 7.) Here then is a great community, living and dead,
every member related to the rest by the closest of ties, and yet each
sustaining a problematical relation to the denouement upon which they
have set their hearts—the attainment of immortality, and the inheriting
of God's kingdom ; each having a right to the promised blessing, so far
as the judgment of the rest is concerned, and yet each so situated with
reference to God, that unfaithfulness will bring his damnation, though
all his comrades approve. When and by what means is this endless
variety of causes to be adjusted? When and how is there to be a
settlement of the accounts still open between the Deity and His
servants ? which to man is simply inextricable and impossible if extricated.
Has God made any provision by which tbis superhuman task shall be
accomplished ? this balancing of good and evil in the infinite diversity
of millions of " quick and dead ? "—this determination of the minute
shades of merit and demerit, attaching to the responsible dead and
living of a hundred generations /—this rewarding, in just ratio, of
unknown and forgotten deeds of constancy and mercy ?—this exposure
and retribution of evil thoughts, hidden malice, hard speeehes, and
deeds of darkness ? Has He arranged for such a scrutiny of the affairs
of His people, as shall result in the separation of the evil from the
good, the reward of the righteous and the punishment of the wicked
among them ?

The answer sometimes given to this question is true in the fact upon
which it is built, but wrong in the construction of the fact. It
is said that " the Lord knoweth them that are His," and that, therefore,
there is no necessity for a judgment; that " He discemeth the thoughts
and intents of the heart," and " needeth not that any should tell him
what is in man." This is true, and marks the difference between the
"judgment seat of Christ" and a human judicature which makes
inquisition for the purpose of ascertaining the facts. But when this truth
is made the means of displacing the necessity for the disclosed purpose
of judging the quick and the dead, it is applied with an illogical and a
pernicious result. It is illogical, because it by no means follows that the
Deity's omniscient perceptions are not to have official expression,
especially when, as in this case, those perceptions affect the standing of
those who are the subjects of them, and determine, in the expression of
them, their destiny. In all transactions between man and the Deky,
there is an invariable accommodation on the part of the latter to the
necessities and finite apprehensions of the former. Why did Jehovah
allow a faithless generation of Israelites to escape from Egypt under
Moses, and go through the miraculous experience of the desert, and
finally pronounce condemnation on them, instead of acting on his
knowledge, and summarily decimating them in a night like the
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Assyrians, without warning or explanation ? Because he was anxious to
bring down to human apprehension the methods of his moral procedure,
which he could only do by acting on human modes and processes. Why
did he allow Korah, Dathan, and Abiram to lurk in the camp for a
season, and trouble the congregation by attempting a rebellion against
Moses and Aaron, instead of acting on his omniscience, and weeding
them out at the beginning of the journey, and so saved the nation from
turbulence'? Because such a mode of procedure, instead of illustrating
and justifying the ways of God to man, would have wrapped them in
mystery, and clothed them with the appearance of caprice and injustice.
Why did He so long forbear with the Jews in their obstinacy, fore-
knowing their ultimate rejection of all His messengers and His own
Son ? Why did Jesus, who discerned " spirits/' tolerate Judas till he
convicted himself by betraying hi$ master ? Why did the Spirit suffer
Annanias and Saphira to come into the presence of the Apostles, and go
through the formality of hearing their own condemnation, before
their mendacity was punished with death? In fact, why do things
happen at all as they do? Why did not the Deity frame the
terrestrial economy of things on such a basis that obedience and
not disobedience should have been the law ? The whole history
of divine procedure, in relation to human affairs, shews that
divine omniscience is never allowed for a moment to forestal
or displace the natural order of events, but rather sets up and enforces
the law by which everything has its full and logical course, before the
culminating consequence is reached. This is observable in " nature "
as well as in " grace." The forces of the universe play upon each other
in the evolution of the results forecast in the divine purpose. The
geological transformation of the globe is an illustration. To use a
hackneyed but useful phrase, " God works by means." He works
progressively and by law. He is in strictest harmony with Himself in
all the phases of His manifested power throughout His measureless
domain.

To say, then, that because God knows the righteous from the wicked,
he will not bring them to the formality of a judgment, is to reason
against every operation of Deity on record. It is true, Deity knows,
but is it not necessary that the righteous and the wicked themselves
should know ? How shall the righteous know themselves approved, and
the wicked condemned, and the Deity be justified in the eyes of both,
without the declaration of what He knows ? The conclusion is therefore
in the highest degree illogical.

It is also pernicious, because it involves the rejection of one of the
doctrines which are defined as the first principles of the doctrine of the
Christ. We have quoted testimony sufficient to show that the doctrine
of the judgment of the living and dead by Christ, is part and parcel of
the gospel-proclamation about him. We further submit, on the strength
of considerations already passed in review, that logically viewed, it is a
natural and necessary part of the glad tidings. It is one of the finest
sources of relief which the truth affords, the knowledge that the disputes,
misunderstandings and wrongs of the present mal-administration of
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things, are destined, in the purpose of God, to come before an infallible
tribunal at which every man shall have praise or condemnation according
to the nature of the disclosures. It is gladdening to know that there
lies between this corrupt state of things and the perfection of the
kingdom of God, an ordeal which will prevent the entrance of " anything
that defileth," which as fire will try every man's work, and thin down by
a process of purification the crowd of those who do no more than say,
" Lord, Lord!" It is comforting to know that wrongful suffering will
then be avenged, that secret faithfulness will be openly acknowledged,
that unappreciated worth will be recognised, and that evil doing
unpunished, unsuspected, and unknown, will be held up for execration,
in the face of so august an assembly as that of the Elohim, presided
over by the Lion of the tribe of Judah. This is part of the glad tidings
concerning Jesus Christ. Woe be to him who lifts the voice of denial
against it.

In these remarks, we assume that the object and effect of the
judgment is to mete out to every man who is summoned to it, according
to his deeds, WHETHER GOOD OR BAD. This is apparent from the testimony
quoted to prove that judgment will be executed by the Son of Man at
his coming. We append further and more specific evidence on this
point:—

Job xxxiv, 11.—"The work of a man shall He render unto him, and cause
every man to find according to his ways."

Proverbs xxiv, 12.—'* Doth not He that pondereththe heart consider ? and He
that keepeth thy soul, doth not He know ? «and shall not He render to every man
according to his works ?" See also Psalm lxii, 12.

Jeremiah xvii, 10.—"I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to give
every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings."

Matt, vii, 22, 23.—" Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, * * •
And then I will profess unto them, I never knew you ; DEPART FROM ME ye that
work iniquity."

Matt, xii, 36,—" Every idle (evil) word that men shall speak, they shall give
account thereof in the day of judgment."

Matt, xvi, 27.—" The Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father with
His angels ; and then shall He reward every man according to His works."

Romans xiv, 12.—"Every one of us shall give account of himself to God."
" Matt.iiiJ2.—" Whose fan is in His hand, and he will thoroughly purge His floor,

and gather the wheat into the garner* and burn up the chafi with unquenchable
fire."

Rev. xxii, 12,—" Behold 1 come quickly and my reward with me, to give every
man according as his work shall be.1'

Another important evidence of the conclusion to which these testi-
monies lead us, is to be found in the parables of Christ, in many of
which he illustrates the relation between himself and his servants in
connection with his departure from the earth. In all of these, he
presents the fact, that at his return, he will " take account" of them, and
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deal with them according to their individual deserts. Thus, in the
parable of the nobleman (Luke xix, 12), "It came to pass that when he
was returned, having received the kingdom, He commanded those servants to
be called unto him, to whom He had given the money, THAT HE MIGHT KNOW
HOW MUCH EVERY MAN HAD GAINED BY TRADING." Those servants are
given as three in number, and doubtless represent the several classes of
which the bulk of Christ's professing servants are composed. The first
gives a satisfactory account of himself, having increased five talents to
ten, and receives jurisdiction over ten cities. The second had made two
talents into four, and entitled himself to meritorious recognition and the
allotment of four cities. The third, who though less privileged, might have
stood equally well, had he turned his single talent into two, justifies his
indolence on the plea that he dreaded a service where more was expected
than was given in the first instance. This man, who stands for the
unfaithful, is rejected The decree is, " Take the talent from him, and
give it unto him that hath ten talents, * * * Cast ye THE
UNPROFITABLE SERVANT into outer darkness "—(Matt, xxv, 98, 30.) Here
the unprofitable servant figures in the judgment of the king's household
at his return as well as the approved. In Matt, xxii, 1—14, we have
another parable, in which the same feature is introduced,—A certain
king issues invitations to his son's marriage, but the parties invited make
various excuses for not coming. The King then orders a general
invitation to all and sundry whom his servants may find on the highways,
and his servants execute the orders and " gather as many as they found,
bad and good." The king then comes in to see the guests, and " saw
there a man which had not on a wedding garment," whom he ordered to be
** bound hand and foot, and taken away." This shows that the judgment
to be carried out by Jesus at the time of reckoning has the practical
effect of " severing the wicked from amongst the just " To the same purport
is the parable of which the latter italicised words are an explanation.
" The kingdom of heaven was like unto a net that was cast into the sea
and gathered of every kind, which when it was full they drew to the
shore, and sat down and gathered the good into vessels, and cast the bad
away."—(Matt, xiii, 47, 48.) Also the following: " The Son of Man is
as a man taking a far journey, who left his house and gave authority
to his servants, and to every man his work, and he commanded the
porter to ' watch, therefore, * * * lest coming suddenly
he find you sleeping ' "—(Mark xiv, 34.) Further : "Let your loins be girded
about,.and your lights burning, and ye yourselves like unto men that
wait for their lord, when he will return * * # Blessed are
those servants whom the Lord when He cometh shall find watching,
* * * But, and if that servant say in his heart, my lord delayeth
his coming, and shall begin to beat the men-servants and maidens, and
to eat and to drink and be drunken, the lord of that servant will come
in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour when he is not
aware, and will cut him under, and will appoint him his portion with the
unbelievers."—(Luke xii, 45, 46.) The parable of the ten virgins enforces
the same fact, viz., that the unworthy portion of his servants will be
publicly and officially rejected at the time the others are acknowledged.
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This is in harmony with the reason of the thing as well as with the
numerous testimonies already cited from the Apostolic writings. Many
are called, but only few out of the many are to be " chosen." When
should the choice take place, but at the time represented in these
parables, viz : " When the lord of those servants cometh " to develope
the state of things in reference to which the choice is to be made ?
(Matt, xxv, 19.) The present is not a time for dividing the wicked from
the righteous. Both go to the grave, and " rest together in the dust;"
and their merits and demerits would sleep for ever with them, in the
silence of the tomb, were it not for the awaking voice that calls
the just and unjust at the appointed time from the oblivion of hades,
to give an account before " the Judgment-seat of Christ." Now is
not the time for Jesus to execute judgment. He is a priest over his
own house. The great question of account is left over till He returns.
" He shall judge the quick and the dead AT H I S APPEARING AND H I S
KINGDOM." He shall open the dread book of God's remembrance,
wherein are indelibly recorded the thoughts and transactions of those
who shall come to judgment, and the dead shall be judged out of those
tilings that were written in the book.

Shall the wicked be absent at such a moment ? The suggestion is
for ever precluded by the testimony and by the sense of the thing. A
mockery of a judgment seat it would be if its operation were confined
to the allotment of rewards to the accepted. To judge, in the-
executive sense, is to enforce the division of good from evil. This is the
function of Jesus in relation to his servants at his coming. True, says
tiie suggester, but it will only be the living wicked that he will reject;
the dead wicked will sleep on to another period. Is it so, then, that the
accident of death a day before the advent will shut off a wicked man from
the jurisdiction of the Judge of quick AND dead ? Is it so that Jesus will
only judge the living and not the dead at His appearing ? Is it so that
he. is not "lord both of the dead and living?"—(Romans xiv, 9.) The
answer is self-evident; life or death makes no difference in our relation*
ship to the judgment seat. The Son of Man has power to call from the
dead at His will, and, therefore, virtually, the dead are as much
amenable to His judicature as those who may happen to be in the flesh
when he is revealed. The constituted servants of Christ (by belief of
the gospel and baptism) are candidates for the kingdom to be mani-
fested at the appearing of Christ which is to exist thereafter a thousand
years ; and it is meet that they should be arranged in His presence to
have it decided, as between them and him when the time comes to enter
the kingdom, which of all their number are worthy of the honour
sought. This it is declared in the testimonies quoted he will do. To do
otherwise, to leave over the undeserving of them for adjudication at a
subsequent period, would both violate the fitness of things and contravene
the express declarations, which we have quoted on the subject. Jesus
has declared that he will confess or deny men in the presence of the
angels at His coming, according to the position taken by them in His
absence—(Luke ix, 26; Matt, x, 32, 33.) Does not this necessitate
their presence on the occasion ? Where would be the shame of a
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denial if the one denied were not there to witness his own disgrace ?
Some will be "ashamed before Him at His coming"—(Uohn. ii, 28).
Daniel says that at that time " Many of them that sleep in dust of the
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and ever-
lasting contempt.'1 This agrees with Paul's statement that "indignation
and wrath, tribulation and anguish," shall be the lot of every " soul of
man that is contentious and disobedient to the truth, in the day when God
shall judge the secrets of men by Christ Jesus'1 (Eom. ii, 8, 9, 16 ;) and with
his exhortation in another place, to "judge nothing before the time, till
the Lord come, who will bring to light the hidden things of darkness "—
(1 Cor., 4, 5.) Those portions of Scripture which are made the basis of
the \tiew here combated, viz., the view that the wicked will not rise
when Christ comes, but will be left over to the close of the thousand
years,—will engage our attention in due time.

With the general conclusion before us, that the judgment seat is the
appointed tribunal for determining the great question of individual
desert, in relation to the dispensation of God's favour in Christ, we
come to the minor but involved question of the nature and position
of the dead, during the interval elapsing between their emergence from
the death-state and their adjudication by the judge. The object of that
adjudication is denned by Paul in the following words : " We must all
stand before the judgment seat of Christ, that we may receive in body
according to that we have done, WHETHER GOOD OR BAD "—(2 Cor. v, 10.)
What shall those " receive in body/' who have in the sense of these
words " done good ? " and what those who have " done bad ? " Paul,
in another place, answers these questions. He says " God will render
to every man according to his deeds : to them who by patient continuance
in well doing (he will render) ETERNAL LIFE. But unto them that are
contentious, and do not obey the truth, indignation and * wrath,
tribulation and anguish * * * in the day when God shall judge
the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.—(Rom. ii, 6-9, 16.) The same fact
he announces in more specific terms to the Galatians (chap, vi, 7, 8,)
" Be not deceived; God is not mocked; whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap. He that soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the spirit shall of the spirit reap LIFE
EVERLASTING." Paul does not mention the judgment in this testimony,
but it is evident that it relates to the judgment, since life everlasting is
not " reaped" in the present state of existence, and " corruption"
befals ail alike, without reference to the " sowing." It is evident that
the results of present life are to be dispensed at the judgment seat.
Paul indeed expressly declares it in the words already quoted, " that we
may receive, &c." This is reasonable, and befitting of the Deity, who is
" a God of order " to the utmost exactitude in all things. If this be
so, does it not follow that prior to the judgment seat, both classes of
those subject to judgment occupy the neutral position they hold in the
present life, commingling indiscriminately, awaiting the tribunal, none
knowing who is who ? Is it not evident that the judgment seat forms
the great natural boundary line between probation and exaltation ? the
great crisis for determining the standing of the many who have been
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e< called?" the time for that disclosure of divine secrets, which results
in the severing of the wicked from among the just, and the rejection and
condemnation of the one, and the acceptance and glorification of the
other ? If so, it follows that up to the appearance of the dead before
Christ to give an account, these questions are undecided, so far as their
effect in relation to them is concerned. They are of course known to
the divine mind, as we have already had occasion to consider, but not
declared or enforced. Christ, as the judge of quick and dead, is
entrusted with that very duty.

What is the conclusion from these Scriptural premisses ? There is
only one; that the dead assembled for judgment are men and women in
the flesh recovered from the grave, reproduced, and made to " STAND
AGAIN" (anastasis) in the presence of their Lord and Judge, to have it
determined whether they are worthy of receiving the " hidden manna"
of eternal life, for which they are all candidates, or deserving of
reconsignment to corruption and death, under the specially solemn
circumstance of rejection by Him who is " altogether lovely." Thus,
those who are alive when the Lord comes, and those who emerge from
the grave at that period, will be on a footing of perfect equality. They
will all be gathered together into the one Great Presence, lor the one
great and dread purpose of inquisition: Not until they hear the spoken
words of the king will they know how it is to fare with them. All
depends upon the " account." This can only be accurately estimated by
the judge. A righteous man will tremble and underrate his position ;
on the other hand, one of " the wicked" may venture with coolness and
effrontery before that august tribunal, to recount with complaisance
and confidence the list of his claims to the Messiah's consideration :
" Have we not prophesied (preached) in thy name, and in thy name done,
many wonderful works ? "

It is evident from three things—from the reason of the thing, from
Christ's parables, and Paul's and Peter's statements—that the
judgment will be no dumb show, no wholesale indiscriminate division of
classes, but will be an individual reckoning. " We must all give an
account unto God." It may be fancied that persons before the.
judgment seat would simply be paralysed and rendered powerless to
utter their minds; but it must be remembered that the power is then
and there present that touched Daniel, and made him stand on his feet,
when he was felled to the earth by the terrors of angelic presence; and,
doubtless, this power will be put forth to enable ail calmly, clearly, and
with deliberation to state their case for decision. Enswathed by the
human spirit " mesmerically " applied, this result can now be achieved
in a small way; how much more, when the power of the Highest
sustains, will those who are acted upon by it, feel isolated from all
perturbing influences, and be enabled to concentrate their minds upon
the solemn task they have to perform.

Those parts of Scripture which are relied upon to sustain the
ordinary view will engage our attention probably next month, for the
purpose of enquiring whether, despite appearances, they are not in
absolute harmony with the unequivocal testimony cited in this article.
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We remark now that the view that the righteous dead will spring into
being in a state of incorruption, and that the living faithful will be
instantaneously transformed, in their scattered places throughout the
earth, and .changed into the spiritual nature before appearing in the
presence of Christ, (though apparently countenanced by testimonies
which we shall see are superficially construed by those who so read
them) is an error of a serious complexion, since it practically sets aside
the New Testament doctrine of the judgment, (itself a firs* principle)
and tends to destroy the sense of responsibility and circumspection,
induced by a recognition of the fact that we must all stand before the
judgment-seat of Christ, that we may receive in body according to that
we have done, whether good or bad. To profess a belief in the
judgment while holding this view, is only to retain a form of words
out of deference to New Testament phraseology, while having lost
that which is represented by the words. If the dead are to awake
to incorruptibility or death, according to their deserts, Jesus is robbed
of his honour as judge, and the judgment-seat is robbed of its utility
and its terror. If the living are to be subject to immortalization, say
in their own houses, before Christ pronounces them blessed, is the
judgment-seat not a mere empty form ? If (worse than all), the wicked
are not to be there to hear and receive their doom, it is no judgment at
all, but a mere muster of the chosen; no terror at all, but a ceremony
divested of every element of anxiety, since to have a part in it
according to this theory is to be safe beyond miscarriage; no rendering
at all to every man according to his deeds, whether good 07 bad, but a
mere bestowal of the gifts and honours upon the King's assorted friends.
Yet this is the mistaken view which many are led to entertain by a
superficial reading of certain parts of the Apostolic testimony which
will next demand our consideration.

EDITOR.
January 15th, 1867.

NOTES.

THE BOUNTY TO DR. THOMAS.—Since last month, we have received the following
contributions: J. Douglas, Glasgow, £*; G. Dick, Glasgow, £ 1 ; H. Turner,
Birmingham, 10s.; R. Hodgson, Wishaw, £2; Sister Jardine, Birmingham, £1.
Several others have promised, and among them, a Sister, £5.

THE AMBASSADOR SUPPLEMENT.—We acknowledge the following further contribu-
tions on this behalf:—J. Douglas, Glasgow, 6s6d.; G. Dick, Glasgow, Is. ; Dr. Hayes,
Jersey, 10s.; H. Turner, Birmingham, 10s.; T. Bissett, (for ecclesia), 10s.; W.
Birkenhead, Manchester, 3s.: Mrs. Shields, Harelaw, 4d.; W. Dew, Innerleithen, Is2d.;
Miss Hayes, Jersey, £1 . ; Mrs. Hough, Guernsey, 5s.; J. Hughes, Kington, 2s6d.
These contributions, with those acknowledged last month, including 15s. promised in the
first instance by the Mumbles ecclesia, amount to nearly £3 in excess of the cost of the
supplement. This superabundance of liberality, we this montn give our readers the full
benefit of, in the shape of eight extra pages of matter.
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ANASTASIS;

T H E PALL OF T H E ROMAN P O N T I F I C A T E ,

EESUEEEOTION OF THE DEAD,

THE JUDGMENT OF1 THE WOULD.

*' There shall be a EESURRECTION OP DEAD ONES, both of just and un jus t / -PAUL.

*' And as Paul reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and the JUDGMENT TO COMK,

FELIX trembled/'—ACTS xxiv, 25.

*• Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that the Deity should raise the
deadT'—PAUL TO AG-RIPPA.

This is the title of a new pamphlet by Dr. Thomas, about to be issued by "the
Christadelphian Association," of Detroit, Mich., U.S., at 50 cents per copy. It embodies
the substance of lectures recently delivered by the Dr% on the important topics set forth
in the title. The price in England will be ONE SHILLING AND NINEPENCE. The
pamphlet will be ready for English subscribers about the middle of February. Orders
addressed to the Editor, enclosing the price, will ensure possession of what will doubtless
prove a work of thrilling interest.

"We append the preface which has been forwarded to us. It will enable the reader to
form an idea of the contents of the work itself:—

"This treatise on RESURRECTION and JUDGMENT owes its existence to the urgent
request of friends in Detroit, who heard the substance of it delivered there at a private
meeting. • The exposition on that occasion was deemed highly satisfactory; and they
determined that I should not rest until they obtained it in the present form. I was the

ess disposed to refuse compliance when I considered the importance of the subject, the
little information possessed upon it, the nearness of its development, and the "signs of
the times" indicative thereof. In the present state of the public mind, it is a, subject very
difficult to present in such a form, that he who runs may read it intelligibly. My aim
has been to set it forth with all possible simplicity, that the reader might be instructed;
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his faith, if he have any, enlarged and strengthened; and his conduct purified by the

conviction which so sublime and terrible a wonder cannot fail to produce in a well balanced and

judicious mind.

But some may be prompted to inquire, Is it necessary to understand all the details of

Mesurrection and Judgment in order to possess the faith which it justifies ? In reply, I

would say, if it were necessary, there would scarcely be found, in this generation, a

corporal's guard of justified believers. I apprehend that, if a person heartily believe in

" the resurrection of the just and the unjust," and that both these classes will appear in

the presence of the Righteous Judge* " to give account of themselves to him," their

understanding so far is sound upon these two first principles: but if, on the contrary, he

deny the resurrection of "the unjust," or saints of the Sardean typ$, and repudiates the

citation of the righteous to judgment, saying that there is no other judgment for them

than what they are subjected to in the present state; and that they will not be called

upon to give account; I can only say for myself, that I had rather never have been

born than to appear in the Divine Presence with such a tradition. It would not be

difficult to make out against such a case of constructive treason to the truth. But this

is neither my purpose nor desire. "Judge nothing," says Paul; "before the time until

the Lord come, who will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make

manifest the counsels of the heart." My purpose is to enlighten, not to condemn. The

more we understand of what we profess to believe, the stronger is our faith therein; and

the nearer we approach its development, the more necessary is it, that a lively interest be

kindled in us, that our lamps be well trimmed, and our lights be found brightly

burking."—MATT, XXV, 4, 7, 10. THE AUTHOR.

West Hoboken, Hudson Co., i^./.,

December 8th, 1866.

SIGNS OP THE TIMES.

PROJECTED RESTORATION OF THE JEWS TO THEIR OWN LAND.

(From the DUBLIN COURIER.)

THE legend of the " Wandering Jew" must
be familiar to the readers of the Courier, but
it is only a legend. If we speak of Wandering
Jews, we refer to a fact to which eighteen
centuries bear testimony. Throughout the
Christian ages a race of men have wandered
up and down the world, dwelling in every
country, bnt owning no land but one as their
home—the land of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. They have existed during this
prolonged epoch politically without king or
government, but looking out for the advent
of the Royal Son of David,—the promised
Messiah; they have founded no metropolis
in any part of the wide world, but have
kept waiting for Jerusalem as " the city of
the Great King." Religiously, they have

had neither priest nor sacrifice, keeping both
in abeyance until another temple shall rear
its stately walls on Mount Zion. In every
clime whither they have come, along every
shore on which they have wandered, they
have reproduced the affecting scenes of
Babylon, and, like their ancestors, have wept
when they have remembered Zion. Beneath
each foreign sky, the harp of Judah has been
hung upon the willows, and to the taunts
of their captors they have replied, " How
shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange
land?"

Jerusalem, it is true is still " a city of
habitation," but to the Jew that city is
desolate, for it is " trodden down" by the foot
of the Gentile; hence the " wailing of each
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returning Friday on the part of the resident captivity are literal, BO also is the
Israelites, gathering around the old foundation predicted occupation of Jerusalem by the
stones of Solomon's Temple, to bemoan the foreigner. That it is in a literal sense we
ruins of that once glorious structure.

But what if the nineteenth century should
put an end for ever to the wanderings and
wailinqs of that remarkable people ? Strange
as such a notion may seem to many, yet it
must be admitted that in this remarkable
age there is scarcely anything which can be
said to be impossible. To the most ordinary
observer it will be evident that we have left
behind us the era of things tame and ordinary,
and have entered upon that of the marvellous
and extraordinary ; nor have we arrived yet
at "the end of thete wonders." But the
restoration of the Jewish empire, we well
know, has bem proclaimed throughout
Christendom (at least in these modern times)
as nothing better than an idle dream, and it
has therefore been remitted to the limbo
appointed for all such like things.

But the creed of the Christian Church and
the creed of the political and financial world
are at variance regarding this matter. The
former says, " I t is impossible, and will not
take place ;" the latter says " It is possible,
and shall be done."

But before proceeding to show what
financiers and politicians are doing, let us for
a moment turn to the " law and testimony,"
and inquire if the great Book has anything
to say concerning the matter. We feel a
strong temptation to place the Old Testament
in the witness box, so prolific is it in chapters
and verses touching this question; but we
will pass by the glowing strains of the
illustrious seers of old, for it is said that they
are not to be understood literally, but require
a figurative and spiritualizing exegesis; but,
not having space on this occasion to offer
reasons for a contrary opinion, we drop
altogether the Old Testament from the dis-
cussion. Now let us turn to the New
Testament, and, in looking over its pages in
relation to this question we have another
argument, for both books assert the same
identical truths. But time will not permit us
to refer to more than two arguments from the
New Testament in behalf of the restoration
of the Jews. But the first of* these two, in
our opinion, presents a basis sufficiently
broad on which to build this sublime theory.

The speaker whose words we are about to
cite is none other than Christ, and the
passage carries such an air of literalness
along with it that none but an Origen, who
found a spiritual significance in every sen-
tence of the Bible can evade its point. The
following are the words :—" And they shall
fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be
led away captive into all nations; and
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be
fulfilled."—Luke xxi; 24.

It will be acknowledged by every candid
student of the Bible that if the sword and

must receive the passage is no longer a mere
theory, but a demonstration, for it has
received a literal accomplishment; by a
literal sword the Jews have fallen, by a
literal captivity they have been scattered
among all nations, and by a literal usurpation
the city has been for ages beneath the foot of
the Gentile, and is so at this hour. But is
this to last for ever ? Those that think so
have overlooked the force of one word in the
passage—" until." What a significant word!
It is the emphatic word of the whole verse,
to the Gentile and also to the Jew; it tells
the one that he shall not usurp for ever; it
tells the other he shall not for ever be ban-
ished. " And Jerusalem shall be trodden
down of the Gentiles UNTIL the times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled." When these times are
fulfilled, the Gentile is no longer in possession
of Jerusalem—there is no one else then on
the face of the whole earth to possess it but
the Jew, for all who are not Jews are
Gentiles—there is no third party in
existence.

In the Acts of the Apostles we have the
same fact stated, together with an explanation
as to the " times of the Gentiles"—" Simeon
hath declared how God at the first did visit
the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for
His name. And to this agree the words of
the prophets, as it is written, After this I
will return, and will build up the tabernacle
of David which is fallen down, and I will
build again the ruins thereof, and I will set
it up, that the residue of men might seek after
the Lord, and all tile Gentiles upon whom
my name is called, sulfch the Lord, who doeth
all these things."—Acts xv, 13—17.

Here we have three facts stated—1. That
the " times of the Gentiles" are a period
allotted for taking out a people. 2. That
when this period closes, the Jewish nation
will be reinstated. 3. That the restoration and
conversion of the Jewish people will be
immediately followed by the evangelization of
the whole world. It cannot fail to appear,
how that the words of Christ and those of the
Apostle are in perfect accord. Jerusalem is
no longer trodden down of the Gentiles when
their times are fulfilled, says Christ. After
the dispensation of the Gentiles is over, the
tabernacle of David is raised from its ruins,
says the Apostle.

Those who have given some attention to
the question of Jewish restoration will have
discovered, from the predictions of the Bible,
that the descendants of Abraham will be at
the first restored in an unconverted state, i.e.,
without having accepted Christianity. Their
return to their own land, therefore, is likely
to occur as the result of some commercial or
political scheme. The repose of Europe has
for a long time, been disturbed by what is
familiarly known as the "Eastern Question."
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In that question momentous issues are
involved: and, because it is so intimately
allied with the destiny of the" Jews, there-
fore it is that Providence seems to give the
nations no rest, until the mighty problem of
the East is solved.

At this hour, a scheme is in course of active
preparation, the outline of which remains now
to be stated. Its author is Mr. Dunant, now
a resident in Switzerland,—a gentleman who
is already known to Europe as the "Founder
of the International Convention in behalf of
the wounded in time of War." It may be
remembered that this convention was entered
into by the leading nations of Europe, and
was successfully carried out in the recent war
in Germany. The scheme in reference to the
East is thus designated,—" Organization of
the International Society of the Orient." A
gentleman, writing from Basle, Switzerland,
as correspondent of one of the American
papers, states :—"The society is being rapidly
formed, with the strongest influences, finan-
cial and political, at its back. The Roths-
childs, Sir Moses Montefiore, and other great
capitalists among the Jews, are actively in
sympathy with the undertaking. The plan
has the favour of more than one crowned head
in Europe, among them the Emperor Napo-
leon, of whose especial theories of nationali-
ties it is a welcome development. Several
noblemen of England, and the leading names
of the Faubourg St. Germain, are also among
its friends."

The scheme contemplates the obtaining
from the Sultan of Turkey a concession of
Palestine for a moneyed consideration. Such
are the exigencies of the Sultan's exchequer
that money, come from, whom or where
it may, is not to be refined. In this fact the
society place their hopes of success, and that
they will succeed is more than a mere surmise.
Having obtained a concession of Palestine,
the society will immediately construct a port
at Jaffa, and a good road or railroad from
that city to Jerusalem. At the same time, by
the aid of special committees, Jews of
Morocco, of Poland, of Moldavia, of
Wallachia, of the East, of Africa, &c,
would be forwarded to the newly conceded
territory, their colonization there being
facilitated by the well-known religious sen-
timent of the Jews in reference to the Holy
Land. These colonies of Jews would then
have distributions of land made to them at
cost prices, while the city of Jerusalem would
be rebuilt in a style to rival the cities of the

West. And while thus developing the
resources of that magnificent country, and
turning it into a financial success/ 'it is
intended at the same time to settle this
portion of the Eastern question, and by an
international act to neutralize Palestine, as
has been done already in the case of the
Lower Danube. Such is a brief outline of
the scheme, of which more will be heard
presently.

In Europe and the East it is computed
that at the present time there are about
7,000,000 Jews—no insignificant number with
which to recommence national life. While
diplomacy is thus about to prepare the land
for the Jews, the Jews are actively preparing
for the land. From all quarters news is to
the effect that the Jews are, ready to emigrate,
believing that the day of restoration is at
hand. The following lines from the Jewish
Chronicle are indicative of their hopes and
aspirations:—

He is coming, and the mountains of Judah
ring again :

Jerusalem awakens, and shouts her glad
amen.

He is coming ! wastes of Horeb, awaken and
rejoice ;

Hills of Moob, cliffs of Edom, lift the long
silent voice.

He is coming, sea of Sodom, to heal thy
leprous brine—

To give back palm and myrtle, the olive and
vine.

He is coming, blighted Carmel, to restore
thine olive bowers;

He is coming, faded Sharon, to give thee back
thy flowers.

Sons of Gentile-trodden Judah, awake, behold,
he comes!

Landless and kingless exiles, re-seek your
long-lost homes;

Back to your ancient valleys, which your
fathers lofed so well:

In their own now crumbled cities, let their
children's children dwell.

AMEEICA2T SUBSOKIBEES TO ANASTASIS

Will please commun'cate their orders and remittances to Bro. J. Donaldson, 242,
Jefferson Avenue, Detriot, Mich., U.S.
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DE. THOMAS AND BIS MISSION.—No. 12,

(Continuedftorn page 10 J

HAVING thus made a new start, the
Doctor determined to visit Baltimore,
New York, and Buflalo, with the object of
laying before his aequaintances in those
parts, his perfected apprehension of the
truth which he had from time to time
proclaimed, in certain of its elementary
constituents, but vrithout taking the attitude
he was now prepared to assume as to the
import inee of us. being received, in order
to justification unto life eternal. He first
Went to Baltimore. There he called on
his old friend (now dead) Mr. Richard
Lemmon, and stated he h >l called to see
if he could get an opportunity of speak-
ing at the meeting*house of the Camp-
bellite friends, with whom he was
connected. He wanted an immediate
answer, because the return train started
soon, and if he could not have the
opening desired, he would go back at
once. Mr. Lemmon asked him to walk
in, and talk the matter over, which
having been done, the two went out to
see u Deacon Sands,5' for the purpose of
ascertaining if the meeting-house could
be had lor the purpose mentioned. The
result was that Sands and Lemmon
between themselves assumed the res*
ponsibility of deciding to give the Dr.
ft hearing, and issued announcements,
advertising the Dr. to speak on the
following Sunday. When the day came,
the Doctor Went to the place with his
friend Lemmon. After the preliminary
services had been got through, an in-
dividual arose in the meeting, and
protested against the Doctor being
allowed to speak. This provoked an

angry discussion, which was terminated
by a vote being taken, when the in*
dividual in question was the only person
who held up his hand against the Doctor
proceeding with his discourse. In the
afternoon and evening, the Doctor ad-
dressed an audience of tolerable dimen-
sions, on what is. now familiarly known
as " the gospel of the kingdom." The
effect varied with the capacities and
inclinations of the hearers. Some spoke
against the word, as of yore; others (a
very small minority of course) were
stimulated to investigation, and, in one or
two instances, induced ultimately to
abandon Campbellism for the " new
doctrine.'* Friend Lemmon (who had
lent the Doctor a portion of the 400
dollars that he lost under circumstances
already detailed) was amongst the
latter. Next morning, he said " We are
very much obliged to you for your visit,
and in order that you may know that it
is not mere words, I would request you
to consider that your obligation to me
for the money lent is entirely cancelled j
not only so, but if ever you are in a tight
place a^ain, let me know, and I will do
the best I can to help you out of it."
The Doctor thanked him, and was about
taking hfe leave, when be was stopped on
the door step by another member of the
congregation (Mr. W. P. Lemmon, a
brother of the Doctor's entertainer), who
placed 50 dollars in his hand, remarking
that the congregation wished to express
their sense of the obligation he had laid
them under by his visit, by asking him to
accept the sum mentioned, as a contri*
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bution toward his expenses. He added
that he hoped the Doctor would never
pass Baltimore without paying them a
visit.

Encouraged by this manifestation of
kindness, the Doctor proceeded to New
York. There he obtained the use of the
hall in which he spoke on the occasion of
his first visit, and, in several lectures,
laid before his Campbellite acquaintances,
and such of the public as chose to attend,
the gospel of the kingdom in its several
prophetic and doctrinal features. The
result was that several individuals laid
hold of it somewhat precipitately, and
commenced agitating it, more on account
of its novelty (as afterwards appeared)
and the opportunity it gave for the
notoriety that ever attends the promulga-
tion of new things. There were, of
course, others of a better class, who
accepted the truth in sincerity and love.
The result of the lectures was a great
disturbance in the Campbellite congre-
gation. Those who were favourably
affected by them, broached the new views
in the meeting. This gave great offence,
and ended in a resolution that such
should no more speak of these things.
This caused the withdrawal of the
Doctor's friends, who started a meeting
of their own in the house of George B.
Stacey, the ringleader of the party.
This was the origin of the Christadel-
phian ecclesia of New YorkT which
has since that passed through somewhat
chequered fortunes.

From New York, the Doctor proceeded
to Buffalo, where he obtained the use of
the Millerite meeting-house, through the
iufiuence of one Francis B. Scott, a sort
of Milleo-Campbellite. His labours here
were without visible result. The Doc-
tor's acquaintances could not endure the

restoration of the Jews. Nothing would
satisfy them short of a glorious conflagra-
tion of the globe, with all its wicked
inhabitants. Unwilling, however, to
leave that part of the country without
a further opportunity of laying the truth
before the people, the Doctor wrote to
Joseph Marsh, a Millerite elder in the
city of Rochester, N.Y., then editing a
paper called the Millennial Harbinger,
stating, that on the supposition that he
(Elder Marsh) did not believe he had
obtained the perfection ot knowledge^
and that there was still some truth to be
learnt which he had not discovered, he
should propose (Elder Marsh having no
objection) to call and speak at his meeting
place. Elder Marsh wrote the Doctor a
reply to u come." The Doctor went,
but his visit was unpalatable to the con-
gregation; only about sixty persons
turned out, and on these the Doctor's
arguments on behalf of the new doctrine,
seemed to have as little effect as on their
brethren at Buffalo. The Poctor re-
turned to New York, and from thence
home to Richmond, and thus brought to a
close his first tour for the proclamation of
the gospel of the kingdom.

The year 1848 having arrived (memo-
rable for revolutions in Europe which
overturned almost every throne on the
Continent) the Doctor concluded that
the opportunity would be favourable for
visiting England, and laying before his
countrymen (should an opportunity occur)
the glorious doctrine of the coming king-
dom, which should quell all turbulence
and establish righteousness and peace on
the earth. The idea was prevalent that
the tide.of democracy would sweep away
absolutism in every form, and lead to the
establishment of a universal republic on
the model of the United States. The
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Doctor was anxious to show that the
political speculations . in which the
country was indulging, would certainly
turn out illusory, and that though the
thrones of Europe were being shaken
by democratic upheavings, their final
destruction would not be accomplished by
any popular outbreak, but that they
would be reserved for a final and terrible
overthrow, to be effected by Christ and
His saints at the appointed time. Ac-
cordingly, on the I st of June, in the year
in question, he left New York for Liver-
pool, in a sailing vessel, accompanied by
his daughter Eusebia, having left his wife
at Richmond. In 21 days the vessel
reached her destination. From Liverpool
the Doctor went to Manchester, where he
staid a few days. He then went to
London, arriving most unexpectedly at
the house of his brother, No. 3, Brudnel
Place, New North Road. At this time
the Doctor knew very few persons in
England, and those were friends of his
father, and not his own. The truth was
known nowhere. Campbellism prevailed
to a considerable extent, but " the things
concerning the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ" had no abiding
place, either in any person or community,
then or since known. This state of
things was destined, in the providence of
God, to change. The means of accom-
plishing the change were at that time
highly problematical. The Doctor had
no acquaintances amongst the Camp-
bellites as ho had in America, to take
him by tho hand, and give him opportu*
nities of presenting his convictions to
considerable bodies of people, to a certain
extent prepared by Campbellism (a slight
improvement on orthodoxy) to exercise
their judgment independently and in-
telligently on the trutn, 1 rue, he had

been heard of by some in England, but
in a way calculated to excite distrust and
aversion more than anything else. The
way, however, opened in a singular and
effective manner. A few days after his
arrival, a notice appeared on the cover of
the British organ of Campbellism, pub-
lished at Nottingham, stating that Doctor
Thomas was on his way to England, and
warning " the brethren " to have nothing
to do with him, and to be careful not to
afford him any facilities of speaking and
doing mischief. The immediate result of
this was, an invitation from a Millerite
congregation to visit Nottingham. This
came about in the following way:—
Mr. Wallis, editor of the Campbellite
paper and leader of the Campbellite body
in Nottingham, had cultivated acquaint-
ance with the Millerites, and established
amicable relations between them and the
Oampbellites; but in process of time,
this good understanding was disturbed,
and the two parties became antagonistic.
This happened shortly before the appear-
ance of the notice already referred to, and
when the notice did appear, the Millerites
saw it was a good opportunity of spiting
the Campbellites, and, accordingly, to
gratify their spleen against Wallis, they
sent for the Doctor to come to lecture at
the very head quarters of Campbellism
in Britain, and in the very place whence
the warning against him had been issued
to the whole country. The Doctor, who
only sought the interests of the trush,
accepted the invitation, and arrange-
ments were made for a series of lectures.
The congregations were too large for the
Millerite place of meeting, and a hall in
the town was engaged in which the
Doctor delivered thirteen lectures to large
audiences. The result was a deep im-
pression ott behalf of the truth. iiut
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through another singular development of
Providence, the Doctor's labours in Not-
tingham were made to have a much
wider effect than this. There was pub-
lishei in the town, a rival Campbellite
paper, which circulated throughout the
country. It was conducted by a man of
the name of Hudson, whose rivalry to
Wallis originated in the following way.
He formerly worked in the office where
Wallis's paper was printed, and while
Mr. Campbell was in England the year
before, he asked and obtained that gen-
tleman's permission to republish articles
from his works in tract form, upon which
he opened an office for himself and issued
the tracts. Upon discovering this,
Wallis, who considered himself the only
legitimate channel of Campbellite litera-
ture in England, ^as highly indignant?
and refused to countenance or tolerate
any such schismatic proceeding. This
attitude on his part naturally made
friends for Hudson, and enemies ior
himself, and, in due time, the project of a
rival paper was mooted, and successfully
carried out. The new paper was called
the Gospel Banner', the other was most
inappropriately entitled the Millennial
Harbinger. When the editor of the
Gospel Banner perceived the spirit of
hostility evinced by WallLs toward the
Doctor, he conceived a favourable dispo-
sition to the Doctor, and, at the same
time, availed himself of an excellent op-

portunity of baffling Wallis's policy, by
throwing open his pages to the Dr., and
inviting him to write freely in them.
In this way, the Dr. was favourably
introduced to the Campbellites throughout
the country, and the way was paved for
extensive lecturing operations, which
under other circumstances would have
been impracticable.

{To be continued.)

[In answer to several enquiries, we
may state, for general information, that
the narrative of Dr. Thomas's life,
which is in progress in the Ambassador, is
written by the Editor from materials
taken down by him from the Doctor's
mouth, when the latter was in this
country four years ago. The suggestion
that it is written by himself is, therefore,
" off the mark" entirely, while, at the
same time, the story being mainly dic-
tated by himself, it has all the value of
an autobiography. It is, of course,
amplified to some extent, and interspersed
with comment that would be out of
place in a man's account of himself, but
which, in a story told by a second person,
is necessary to elucidate the bearing of
the facts and incidents recorded. We
may state that its appearance is contrary
to the Doctor's wishes, but greatly in
accord with the desire ot a wide circle of
friends,—EDITOR. ]

SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES.

AMBASSADOR SUPPLEMENT.—Since writ-
ing the note of acknowledgment on page 33,
We have received further contributions to the
cost of the Ambassador Supplement. J.
Mullholland, Glasgow, 5s.; J. Milne,Dunkeld,
Is6d.; W.Ellis, Edinburgh,Is. (additional);
J. W. Moore, Devonport, 2s9d.; Martin,
Devonport, 3d.; J. K. Ramsey, Galston, 10s.
In consequence of this further influx of liber-

ality, our readers will find 12 extra pages of
matter instead of 8.

TFT: BOUNTY TO DR. THOMAS.—Since the
contributions on this behalf mentioned on
page 33, the following sums have come to
hand:—J. J. Andrew, London, £1 Is.;
Sister N- £5; W. Ellis, Edinburgh, £ 1 ;
J. K. Ramsey, Glasgow, 4>1.
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TBINITABIANISM AND THE TEUTH,
CONSIDEEED IN EELATION TO THE FIRST THREE VERSES OF

JOHN'S GOSPEL.

THE "PRE-EXISTENCE" OF JESUS CHRIST—His BEING THE WORD MADE FLESH.

[Continuation of " The Bible as a Law of Life and Lmmortality" from page 17-)

COMING then to the pre-existence of Jesus
Christ, the same Platonic system of ideas
presents itself as the groundwork on
which Antichrist, the " Man of Sin,"*
also, founds this doctrine. Gibbon, the
historian, makes mention " That four dif-
ferent opinions have been entertained
concerning the origin of human souls.
1st.—That they are eternal and divine.
2nd—That they were created in a sepa-
rate state of existence before their union
with the body. 3rd.—That they were
propagated from the original stock of
Adam, who contained in himself the
mental as well as the corporeal seed of
his posterity. 4th.—That each soul is
especially created and embodied in
the moment of existence." And con-
tinues he, "The last of these sentiments
appears to have prevailed amongst the
moderns; and our spiritual history is

grown less sublime, without being more
intelligible." By this then, we are in-
structed as to the opinions which are more
sublime and less modern ; we are di-
rected to the two first, as those which had
prevailed in the primitive ages of Chris-
tianity, and so led to the source lrom
which the now.prevailing opinion con-
cerning the pre-existence of Jesus Christ
originated. "Al l those who believe the
immateriality of the soul must confess,"
says Gibbon, " the incomprehensible
union of mind and matter. A similar
union is not incompatible with a much
higher, or even with the highest degree of
mental faculties; and the incarnation of
an seon, or archangel, does not involve
any positive absurdity."—Gibbon. Hence,
Jesus Christ, the eeon in Jesus Christ the
flesh! It is not for us, therefore, to
believe that the origin of the doctrine of

* NOTE.—This MAN symbolises a multitude
of men, mainly represented by the numerous
sects of Trinitarians, both Papist and Protest-
ant. The Eoman is the Mother, the Protestant,
her harlots. They hate each other with a perfect
hatred, as is common for harlots and their
mothers to do, so natural to illegitimacy. But,
notwithstanding this, they each pursue on their
own footings, the same course of opposition to
the Christ of Deity, as is evident from Scripture.
It is by this they are known, as it is not so
much the ritual ceremonies of a sect that con-
stitute it Antichristian, as it is the theological
doctrines inculcated in opposition to the truth.
The ponderous weight of ritualism only gravi-
tates the power of man from the probability of
ever graspkig the truth, by chaining the mind
to ceremonies, whose outside pomp and panto-
mimic mien reveal a slavery so degrading that
those entangled therewith are helpless. They
are slaves, and hence more fit for pity than for
scorn. But those who acknowledge the right of
private judgment for themselves, whether they
recognise it as necessary or not for others, and
teach for the doctrines of Scripture a hybrid
theology, while they revel in a freedom available
for searching out the truth for themselves, they
are the men, whether of a Roman or Protestant
creed, who represent for the aggregate the vital
energies of the Man of Sin. Whether ritualistic
in their teachings, or anti-ritualistic •, of High
Church or Low Church; whether of cool judg-
ment and of unobtrusive piety, or of fanatical
enthusiasm,and of the "revivalist" character—
these are the men, be their names what they
may, Episcopalian or Presbyterian, Baptist or
Methodist, Independent or otherwise—these are
the men, who, as angels of light, reveal in their
united aspect, though in apparently divided, and

oft opposing factions, the Satan of Christendom,
the Offence unto Deity, for savouring not the
things that be of God, but those that be of men;
since it is entirely to their teaching and preach-
ing the Platonic or Grecian philosophy, as
amalgamated by their fathers—the fathers of the
so-called Church—with Scripture doctrine, we
owe the predominating influence of all the
religious heresies of the age. We do not doubt
their good intentions ; we do not question their
earnestness ; we do not accuse them .of selfish-
ness, nor deny them credit for their philan-
thropy; but are their intentions better, their
earnestness greater, their selfishness less, their
motives nobler, than were those of Peter, who in
his heart would have his Master save his life ?
What could have been more praiseworthy of him,
than to seek his Master's safety? what more
humane than to desire " Be it far from thee,
Lord ? "Were his intentions not good, his heart
not sincere, his assurance " this shall not be
unto thee' mere words without feeling? And
yet did this human sympathy and goodness of
his avail in screening him from the rebuke and
name he received for his pains, " Get thee
behind me, SATAN, thou art an OFFENCE unto
me. For thou savourest not the things that be
of God, but those that be of men." And so it
is with the Man of Sin; he too manifests zeal
for the cause of Jesus; he too vrould draw, the
sword—and does it—for the honour of his
master; and he too is wonderfully kind, and
good, and true ; his heart sincere. But his sin-
cerity, love, and zeal are without knowledge, and
there it is. They follow him as Peter had up
to then done; they know him, but understand
him not, and so, necessarily, stand in the then
Peter's position.
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the pre-existence of Jesus Christ is
traceable to the Scriptures, but to the
Platonic doctrine of the pre-existence of
souls. We do not mean that it is founded
on what moderns now believe concerning
souls We mean that its origin is of a
more distant date, and hence must be
considered not so particularly in relation
with what now obtains concerning souls,
but with what did obtain. The opinions
that did obtain in Jesus' lifetime, both
long before and after it, were the«e: 1st—
That they are eternal and divine. 2nd—
That they were created in a separate
state of existence before their union with
the body. Hence, in the combination of
this teaching with Scripture, we are
hereby informed that Jesus Christ, as
existing now, existed also from all eternity,
ere his body was formed in the womb.
This was the original idea, and differs
nothing from the current one, save in the
premisses on which it is based. It

satisfied those, as it was natural to do,
who believed the opinions which we have
stated, but as it foiled ultimately to exalt
Jesus Christ sufficiently in the estimation
of some, above the level of man, there
remained the necessity for modifying the
ideas which then obtained concerning
souls; and so it may have followed that
the 3rd and 4th opinions were adopted,
which, according to Gibbon (who believed
in none of them) "a re less sublime
without being more intelligible." This
modification makes a distinction between
Jesus Christ and man that the two former
opinions do not, and if this distinction is
taken tor granted, as the fact of Scrip-
ture, rather than the invention ot philoso-
phy, the assumed fact presents a very
plausible proof in the current age, that as
he was pre-existent, therefore he must be
Deity. But, when we come to bring to
bear on it the evidence of Scripture*
against the immateriality and immor-

NoTK.-*-It will be useful here to present a
summary of the most important evidence of
Scripture against the immateriality and immor-
tality of the soul. Nothing more clearly refutes
it than the doctrine of the resurrection, and the
argument of Jesus concerning it with the
Sadducees.-KMatt. xxii, 81, 32.) " But, as
touching the resurrection from the dead, have
ye not read,'' &c, " God is not the God of the
dead, but of the living.'1 Jesus said this only
as touching the resurrection from the dead. He
did not say it as touching anything else. The
statement in its connection, does not prove
immortality of the soul, but rather tacitly
refutes it. It is only put to prove the resurrec-
tion wnich is so certain, that God is therefore
Abraham's God in view of it God is not done
with Abraham yet; he will raise him again
Hence, in view of this, Abraham is not, and yet
is. God calleth him alive though dead, not
because he liveth as an immortal soul, hut
because He will raise him again ; because " He
quickeneth the dead,' that is. in the resurrec-
tion, and, therefore, HOW "calleth those things
which be not," or not presently existing, " as
though they were.'"*->(Rom. iv, 17 ) Abraham's
life, therefore, is not destroyed, but simply sus-
pended. It is hid with Christ in God, in view of
the resurrection-—Jesus Christ being the resur-
rection and the life, or He to whom the power of
both is committed. But, if there is no resurrec-
tion, then his life has perished.—(1 Cor., xv, 18.)
But, on the other hand, if Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob are now living, if they are living accord-
ing to the Platonic idea as immaterial spirits,
the words of Jesus Christ—had He not put them
to the purpose he uses them for-*-the words
M God is not the God of the dead, but of the
living,'1 would have been appropriate enough to
prove it. But what happens? They cannot
prove hoth the resurrection from the dead and
the immortality of the soul. If they prove the
one, they disprove the other; and hence, Jesus1

use of them to prove the resurrection, is as
clear a contradiction of the immortality of the soul
as could be wished for. If " God is not the God
of the dead but of the living/' is to be taken

as a proof that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob now
live, it is of no use whatever as a proof that there
will be a resurrection of them. There is no
point in it; but when we take it to prove the
resurrection, it is the most potent of all the
arguments that has ever been used against the
immortality of the soul, and the immateriality
of spirits; and, coining from the mouth of
Jesus, it is inestimable. What 1 if the Sad-
ducees had believed in the immortality of the
soul—they did not, but if they had—others
believed the one and not the other, and
Swedenborgians do the same still. If they had,
they would have laughed to scorn the argument
of Jesus Christ for the resurrection, and
turned away more obstinate than ever in their
unbelief of a resurrection. " That argument,1'
they would have said, as is said now, " i s the
one we base our belief upon that Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob now live; what need then for a re»
surrection? They would have resisted the
authority of Jesus Christ to alter their minda
on the matter. But now it is different. The
authority of Jesus Christ is in a certain sense
recognized ; and so the statement " God is not
the God of the dead, but of the living,'* having
reference, by his authority, only to the resurrec.
tion, should shut the mouths of all who profess
to recognize his authority (while they, never*
theless, contradict him) frorn taking the same
words to prove the immortality of the soul.

' Man is an earthly being, and as a worm,"
—(1 Cor., xv, 47; Job xxv, 6,) " Dust he Is, and
unto dust shall he return.'—(Gen, iii, 19.)
"He dies and returns to the ground from
whence he was taken.'' He was made a living
soul, not an immortal soul. This living soul
in sinning, therefore dies."—(Ezek. xviii, 4.)
'• The soul that sinneth it shall die." Hence,
" JFear Him who is able to destroy both body
and soul" (the life)' in hell," (or the grave.)-»
(Matt, x, 28.) Both are here destroyed, the one
not less literally than the other, Man can
destroy the body only, and witji it, necessarily,
the life. But then, God can raise to life
again; and so man's destruction of the body
can go no further than this life, It oaaaot lit
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tality of the soul, and recal the fact that
at one time all itfen were considered to
have had the like pre -existence, the dis-
tinction created is at ouce exposed, from
either point of view, as the mere inven-
tion of modern times. This fact proves
that tit one time pre-existence was no
proof of his being in this iota more than
a man: it shews that this modern dis-
tinction did not then exist.* The Scrip-
tures prove the doctrine of the pre-
existence to be every way false;
Gibbon proves its origin from the Grecian
philosophy; hence, with the doctrine of
the immateriality of the soul, as now
believed, it is inseparably connected, let
Trinitarians seek to base it on what of
Scripture they will: they can only do so in

vain. For, as the doctrine of the per-
sonality, immateriality, and immortality
of the soul presents the soul as a crea-
ture, pre-existent to, or distinct from the
body: that man at his birth or conception
is made to possess this soul^and that the
soul thus possessed is man's proper self: it
follows fairly enough, and quite logically^
as consistent with the doctrine of the
transmigration of souls here unmistakably
indicated, whether believed or not, that
" the most sublime and virtuous of
human spirits was infused into the
offspring of Mary and the Holy Ghost ;
that his abasement was the result of his
voluntary choice," in his previous state
of existence, v< and that the son of a
virgin, generated by the iueffable operation

the life beyond the power of God to restore it
again; but God's destruction of both implies
his intention of not quickening again the life
he so destroys, unless it be to destroy a second
time. Some, doubtless, will be raised again not
to partake of everlasting ife, but of everlasting
destruction. These will be raised to a second
death, which amounts to much the same thing
as destruction now; their eternal destruction
being as inevitable as the eternal destruction
of those not to be raised is* complete. In these
circumstances, the soul or life of man at death
is either destroyed or suspended. It is -de-
stroyed if there is no resurrection to eternal
life ; it is suspended if there is. But in the
condition of both before the resurrection, there
is no distinction in reality between the state of
suspension and that of destruction. Both are in
one unconscious, or rather non-existent state.
It is but the resurrection which makes the dis-
tinction, in view of what will take place with
the one class of persons and not with the other.
They are both equally destroyed for the time
being, only the one is temporarily destroyed,
the other everlastingly destroyed; but in the
temporary destruction the resurrection is so
certain that it can scarcely be called destruction or
death, and hence, suspension or sleep Such
was the meaning Jesus applied to it in the case
of the maid when he was about to restore her

a ive : " She is not dead but sleepeth ;'' and he
was laughed to scorn for it, because she was
indeed dead. Such also was the meaning he
applied to it in the case of Lazarus, " our friend
Lazarus sleepeth''—"Howbeit, Jesus spake of his
death." And such also ag^ain is the meaning-
attached to it in the case of those who die in
the hope of a blessed resurrection, "they fall
asleep in Jesus."—(Acts vi 50 ; 1 Cor., xv, 6, 18;
1 Thes., iv, 12, 15 ; 2 Pet'., iii. 4.) They die
natural bodies, and rise again the same, to be
changed into spiritual bodies, not less material,
however, than the other, but of heavenly ma-
terial as contrasted with earthly material. As
they bore the image of the earthy, so shall they
bear the image of the heavenly The first
man, Adam, was made a living soul—earthly ;
the last Adam, a quickening spirit—heavenly.
The last Adam bore the image of the earthly ;
he now bears the image of the heavenly. So
likewise his brethren; as is the heavenly, such
are they also that are heavenly, but, neverthe-
less, as material as ever, Jesus Christ being the
example. He is a spirit, but not a bodiless one;
and so shall they be spirits likewise. He was
8<>wn, or dying, died a natural body; he was
raised and made a spiritual body. He was sown
in corruption, dishonour, and weakness, and
raised to take on incorruption, glory, and
power.—(1 Cor., xv, 49 to the end.)

« NOTE.—Gibbon writes: "In the age of religious
freedom, which was determined " (brought to an end)
"by the Council of Nice (A.D. 325) the dignity of
Christ was measured by private judgment, according to
the indefinite rule of Scripture, or reason, or tradition.
But when his pure or proper divinity was established,
on the ruins of Arianistn, the faith of the Catholics
trembled on the edge of a precipice, where it was im-
possible to recede, dangerous to stand, dreadful to fall;
and the manifoldj inconveniences of their creed were
aggravated by the sublime character of their theology
They hesitated to pronounce THAT God himself, the
second person of an equal consubstantial Trinity was
manifested in the flesh; THAT a being who pervades the
universe had been confined in the womb of Mary; THAT
His eternal duration had been marked by the days, and
months, and years of-human existence; THAT the
Almighty had been scourged and crucified; THAT His
impassible essence had felt pain and anguish j THAT His

omniscience wa£ not exempt from ignorance; and THAT
the SOTTB.CE of life and immortality expired on Mount
Calvary. These alarming consequences were affirmed
with unblushing simplicity by Appollinaris, bishop of
Laodicea, and one of the luminaries of the church. The
son of a learned grammarian, he was skilled in all the
sciences of Greece; eloquence, erudition, and philoso -
phy, conspicuous in the volumes of Apollinaris, were
humbly devoted to the service of religion." Let the
reader mark the character Gibbon gives of this profound
doctor, and see the' parallel in the characters of the
Doctors of Divinity of these days. They too are
skilled in the sciences of Greece : they too devote their
eloquence, erudition, and philosophy to the service of
religion. And sure enough it is to-this alone we owe all
the religious heresies of the age. Out from the amalga-
mation of Grecian philosophy with Scripture doctrine
springs the Man of Sin, the Satan that savours not the
things that be "of God, but those that be of men.
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of the Holy Spirit was a creature without
example or resemblance, superior in every
attribute of mind and body to the children
of Adam"—his flesh immacu!ate, his
Spirit, the Deity Himself; ordinary man's
spirit being a particle of the divine
essence (according; to the current heresy),
his, the whole of it, or third part. Jesus
Christ in this way was made -a pre-
eminent example, and an historical illus-
tration of the ideas once entertained con-
cerning the pre-existence of souls; but now
it is otherwise, and we submit with Gibbon,
•' less sublime." According to ihe present
belief, the doctrine of the pre-existence of
souls is not permitted or entertained.
Man's soul is now alleged to begin life
with conception or birth, and hence, in
alleging pre-existence only of Jesus
Christ, it is made to stand out as a new
and conspicuous proof of his being Deity !
A pretty proof! How came it not to
stand on Scripture before? Well did
Solomon say "God made man upright,
but he has sought out manyinventions."

It follows from this then, that the
pre-existence of Jesus Christ, as founded
on the doctrine of the pre-existence of
souls, is quite a different thing from the
same, looked at from the modern belief

concerning souls. With the former, Jesus
Christ in this particular is placed on the
same level with man: but now, it is only
believed ot Jesus Christ, and repudiated
as regards man. Man, in the early
stages of the doctrine of the pre-existence
of Christ, was considered a being who had
pre-existence as much as Jesus Christ
had, but now while the pie-existence of
all men is rejected, that of J^sus Christ is
retained And so we must not forget this
fact, that had the doctrine of the pre-
existence of souls never been entertained,
the doctrine of the pre-existence of Jesus
Christ would never have been fabricated.
And as pre-existence now, can be as
legitimately affirmed of all men as
before, and as of Jesus Christ, the rejec-
tion of it in the one case as well as in the
other, can alone be justified by Scripture ;
but as this cannot be done, we will, in the
consideration of our subject, affirm that
what is proved of man in this matter is
proved of him, and so in the first place
trace his history from birth, and prove
him a man, though the Son of Deity, and
next show on what base we are to under-
stand those passages in Scripture which
seem to affirm his pre-existence.

OOEKESPOKDENCE.

THE AMBASSADOR SUPPLEMENT, DOWIEISM, AND
OUR CORRESPONDENTS.

We make the following extracts from

letters received, in reference to the subject-

matter of the Supplement we issued with

the December number. The extracts are

arranged in the alphabetical order of the

names of the writers.

W. BIRKENHEAD, late of Rochester, New
York, U.S.—" I for one am very glad that
you appended the Supplement to last month's
number of the Ambassador, thereby giving
us such an insight into the condition of the
spiritual standing of the Dowieites. I was
completely astounded and deeply pained (on
reading the report of the discussion) at the
manner in which George Dowie endeavoured
to evade the questions,which he ought to have
answered candidly and cheerfully. Little did
I think that the editor of the Messenger of
the Churches stood in such a terrible condi-
tion, in relation to the great first principles
of the truth. Does the Ruler of all the

earth, in the coming age, want men whose
position, with regard to the truth of the gos-
pel, is so flexible as to admit doctrines
directly antagonistic to the emphatic word,
whose resolutions are so loose and wavering-,
that they are settled on no point ? I say,
does the great King want snch men to form
his cabinet, and to place in responsible situa-
tions ? Nay, verily; those who are to be
kings and priests, must be firm; they must
be bold in defence of the Word of Truth, and
not be afraid of shewing their colours. They
must not be afraid to speak what they
believe on Scripture topics. It shews a lack
of confidence when a man is afraid to tell
what he believes. And is not a lack of
confidence sufficient to betray a lack of
faith ? " He that wavereth is like a wave
of the sea, driven of the wind and tossed."
This is a bad condition to be found in at the
appearing of our Lord and Master. I think
it is well that the false position of some who
claimed to be members of the Anointed
Body has been so fiiliy exposed. I hope
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they will be led to see and understand the
unsoundness of their understanding; and
that they will resolve to build upon the rock
instead of the sand."

T. BISSET and OTHERS, London.—" The
report of a discussion among the professors of
the truth, meeting at Union Hall, 98,
South Bridge, Edinburgh, published as a
Supplement to the Dec. Ambassador, so
clearly indicates their anomalous position in
relation to the truth, that we cannot define
their condition in fewer words than that there
appears little or no truth in them. Happily
for many who have and might be beguiled by
their sophistry, they are now, to a certain
extent, divested of the garb of deceit; hence-
forth to appear in their true colours; and
from these disclosures we consider that
silence on the part of our or any ecclesia
might be construed into a fraternal feeling
of sympathy, for and by the self-exposed
and would-be professors of the gospel; and
in the event of any of them appearing in our
midst, we desire it to be clearly understood
that we disclaim all connection with them,
and any who recognize them as brethren in
the Christ. Deeming this sufficient to prove
our appreciation and love of the truth, em-
bodied in a right conception of the things
concerning the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus the Christ,

We remain, dear brother,
Yours affectionately,

In the hope of that profession,
(Signed)

THOMAS BISSETT, \ , ,
JOHN GREENWOOD, [f0* selJes

ANDREW MASON, [ J™*.
J. J. ANDREW. ) %"****-

S. DIXON, Leeds.—" In looking over
your tour in Scotland, I see you have had a
meeting with G. Dowie and his followers—
for I cannot call them followers of Jesus the
Christ. I really am surprised how any man
believing the gospel of the kingdom, and the
things of the name of Jesus the Christ, can
be undecided about the mortality or immor-
tality of the soul. I am satisfied in my own
mind that it is impossible for any man to
understand the realities of the gospel, and
hold that he has something within him that
will not be unconscious even in death. I
believe this to be a strong delusion, that has
made all nations and peoples drunk, and
unless they get sober and get it out of them,
this wine of fornication, they will never see
the truth."

J. DONALDSON, Detroit, Michigan, U:S.—
" The Ambassador for December is just
received, and a most welcome number I
assure you it is. The Supplement is highly
prized; it will place Dowie where he should
be placed. What do such people want in
fellowship with us ? You have the thanks

of many; yea, all the true and faithful, for
your dogged pertinacity in putting these men
to the true test."

W. ELLIS, Edinburgh.—" I am glad you
have published the unsettled discussion of
the professed friends of the truth in Union
Hall. It will do good service in helping to
shear off the wool. They have yet to learn
the Apostolic exhortation to " Prove all
things, and hold fast what is good." I think
your description of the meeting with the
Philistines wonderfully correot—stript of the
noisy and abusive clamour of the various
Delilahs, who argued in their own peculiar
way. Your remarks must have a healthful
tendency wherever they reach. Our watch-
word must be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, without tradition or
dilution."

J. GRANT, Carrbridge.—"I believe you
have done us a good turn in taking the cloak
off Dowie and his followers. It must be
evident to all right-minded Israelites that
they are playing a double game. They are
either ignorant of the truth, or trying to
serve two masters, a course we all ought to
shun if we expect anything in the day of
Christ."

T. HAINING, Auchinlech.—"I beg to
enclose you P.O. order for the sum of five
shillings, as a little assistance toward de-
fraying the expenses incurred in publishing
the very strange discussion which took place
among the people in Edinburgh. Professing
to be wise, which if ever they were, the
discussion has now brought out, in a manner
unmistakable, that they have again become
fools, I see it would be hoping against hope
to expect " betterness." Nevertheless, we
would expect that if there is among them
any honest-hearted, that they will now be
able to see their way, and separate
themselves."

W. D. JARDINE, Dublin.—"I got the
Ambassador; it appears full of interesting
and really useful matter. I haven't de-
voured it this time, but I have eaten it,
nevertheless, with the voracious appetite with
which I generally fall to the reading of it.
I see it all clearly enough, and have to say
you have done great service to the church,
in reporting your doings in Edinburgh, and
in publishing the Supplement. Why, both
are a storm—a gale—just the thing needed
to purify that atmosphere, and clear the
infectious vapours away. Tte exposure you
have made will give to the indifferent some
reason for being different, and tend to
impart such a view as will enable them to
see distinctly which way to turn, The best
fruits of your mission to Scotland will
appear more among those at a distance, than
amongst those whom the battle took place. You
have done well indeed, and that thoroughly,
May the Lord give you strength to accom*
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plish more. The publishing of the Supple-
ment demands to be paid for. Intrinsically
the thing itself is worth nothing. It served
no end, and began with no beginning. Its
end and beginning are of the same charac-
ter. Just an evaporation from the green
damp soil, and then an absorption back
again, but the publication is worth paying
for."

T. KIDD, Dundee.—" The firm way you
have advocated the truth against those men
in Edinburgh, Dundee, and elsewhere,
deserves our thanks. It is shameful to see
the equivocating insincerity that is mani-
fested by G. Dowie and party on the
very fundamentals of the faith."

J. MCMILLAN, Rochester, New York,
U.S. (to Brother Bingley, at present visiting
in Birmingham).— * * * "Dowieism,
as it is called, we did not know, but, sup-
posing all was right fand to know^ I sent
for two copies of the Messenger, and have
now become satisfied they stultify the truth,
# * * * *

P.S.—Just as I was about to seal up this
letter, the postman came in with your
valuable gift, the Ambassador. My eye
caught the Supplement; I sat down and
read every word. O brother, I thank you
and the Editor for this. I am glad I had
said "Stop the Messenger'," I have no
fellowship with it or the Dowieites. I see
in _ this discussion more than enough; you
ancl I have never so learned Christ. I repu-
diate in toto such wilful ignorance and
sophistry as I see in their deliberations.
"What have we to do with them, or any
individual that tolerates them? Truth
demands this. George Dowie wrote me in
1865 a very good letter, but a very careful
one. I answered him, believing all right. I
will now write my mind in full. I see his
secretiveness of the serpent. Oh, how truth
suffers in the hands of its professed friends, j
I fear more developments, both in this
country and other places. Let them come,
those who do know the Lord, let them be
valiant for the truth at every sacrifice.
Please thank our brother Roberts."

[We are glad to perceive from the fore-
going that the ecclesia of Rochester, N.Y.,
are of a more faithful stamp than we had
occasion to surmise about fourteen months
ago, when giving our reasons for refusing
to publish a letter emanating from them to
certain in this country. We are sorry we
should for a moment have cast a cloud upon
their profession. Our attitude on the
occasion was owing to the Rochester friend-
ship for the Dowieites; which, if based upon
Jpiowledge, was a sufficient condemnation

of those in Rochester entertaining it. It
now appears that it was based upon
ignorance of the Dowieite position, and that
friendship, in the sense of recognition and
fellowship, has dissolved before the light
thrown on the position of the Dowieites in
their own published words.—EDITOR.]

J. MULLHOLLAND, Glasgow.—" You are
earnestly contending for the truth. I rejoice
to hear of the manner in which you are
exposing the religious jugglers in Edinburgh,
and I will contribute my mite as soon as
possible to assist in defraying the expenses.
I hope you will be long spared to be the
instrument in God's hands of bringing sinners
to repentance, and also to witness against the
perverters of the truth."

J. NESBIT, Berwick.—" Your opponents
(among them George Dowie), are men of
worldly wisdom and might. It is long since
I saw through his cunning way of expressing
himself."

R. PATERSON, Edinburgh.—"Your Am-
bassador has given general satisfaction among
ourselves. I think you have given a very
fair report, all things considered, of the
meeting in Beaumont Place. I have no
doubt, however, that the union-ists of Union
Hall will find much to quibble at. W. Nome's
report of the discussion you publish in a
supplement, conveys to the mind a shocking
picture. It is worse than I expected, I think
that a great crisis in our position has come to
pass, we should not allow it to drop quietly ;
but sound the warning note of the certain
trumpet of the truth in every place where
dwell those who have named the name of
Jesus, so that these cankerous principles may
not stealthily enter and corrupt and eat out
the living purity of the scattered remnant of
God's people."

JAMES ROBERTSON, Turriff.—"We are
interested in your efforts for the truth. A
collection among us was made, which I
forward, aiding you in defraying the expenses
of the publication of the Discussion that took
place in Edinburgh, the publication of which
has given us at a distance a peep into what
was behind the scene, and thus given us an
opportunity of ranging ourselves on the side
of the truth."

Z.—" I am always pleased with the
Ambassador, but this time I have been
unusually so. The supplement is the special
source of gratification. How grandly it
confirms my private measure of Messrs.
Dowie and Cameron, held now for some years,
and for the mild expression of which some-
times in my former connections, I brought
down hail and fire upon my pate from the
heavens of Dowieism. " Marmalade, singing,
and praying," I told brother Tait some
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years ago at his house, seemed to me to be
the chief delight of that tribe; what might
be termed ecclesiastical socialism. Well,
there is no reason to say I was not right, but
the expression then seemed to some who now
see differently, uncharitable. In a certain
sense the truth, and therefore its adherents,
are very much so.

I wish I had been with you at Mr. Dowie's
to help to fire an occasional volley into the
enemy, who seem to have been bent on
anything but fair fighting. Craft and
cowardice are their true insignia. The
annotations are daggers into them. In
reading them I insensibly kept ejaculating—
Good! Hurrah! Goon! That's it! and so on.
There is neither time nor space here to go
into detail."

Your correspondent "R .P . " is of the
right stamp. May the Lord help all such
Jonathans. You see, now, that the let-them-
alone policy is not the thing. A man may
often feel strongly inclined for that, but it
won't do while we are in the field. We
should not be "valiant for the truth," nor
"good soldiers of Jesus Christ." Fall on!
No quarter! "In this manner they must be
killed!" It is a " good fight," then fight the
good fight of faith, by which alone we " lay
hold of eternal life." Now the saints are
commissioned to " hew," to " slay," and so
forth, " by the prophets," and so to put to
silence the ignorance of " foolish men," who
pretend to be working with so much tender-
ness and filial regard to the flock of God.
What unspeakable conceit! for the fact is
they do not, with all their cleverness and
versatility, understand the A B C of the
truth, as that conversation amply testifies.
" I decline to answer," time after time this
self-made shepherd coolly replies, when it is
patent to all who do know the truth that
had he, the shepherd aforesaid, been " of the
truth," he would have rejoiced to have
opportunity before all to identify himself with

the faith. The "agreement" come to is
another incontestable proof of their deter-
mination to stick in the mud while ever they
can. Let no man be deceived by the said
"^agreement," but let him look forthwith to
the terms thereof, and I venture to affirm he
will conclude that the word is decidedly
elliptical. To harmonize with the contest, or
"discussion," it must be written'DiSAGREE-
MENT. Mr. Dowie agreed to go on as he
always had, and Norrie, Wilson and others
agreed to disagree with the continuance of such
going on. But what is Mr. Norrie doing ? that
puzzles me. He appeared hearty in the
good cause, but the conclusion shew this,
so far at least, to be an appearance. He
knows what has been done, and what they
intend to go on doing; and he knows also
that those things are unwarranted—nay,
condemned outright by the truth—and yet he
sticks there. What a strange proceeding
this seems. There was a point in the dis-
cussion—which, as it is, " settles nothing "—
when boldness on his part would have
divided the wheat from the chaff. Dowie
would have been upset, and a good start
made. In common parlance, Mr. Dowie
" smelt a rat," and put Norrie off the scent, by
boldly confronting him. As though he had
said, "Well, and what then, if we are
found guilty of fellowshipping and bap-
tizing immortal soulists ?" This was the
point to have taken advantage of. What is
the good of a man vehemently shouting his
"reprobation" of certain characters, while
he is entering into an "agreement" to
remain with things in the " as you
were" position ? The prophets did not
do so; the Apostles did not do so;
neither do any of their school. If
any man love father, or mother, &c, more
than me, he is not worthy of me ; " and
that " M E " is the author of incorruptible
life."

TOUR IN SCOTLAND.

(Concluded from page 7 of the last number.)

FROM Edinburgh, we journeyed by sea to
Aberdeen, where, after a somewhat tem-
pestuous passage in the Prince Consort,
paddle steamship, we arrived safely. Here
there is an ecclesia numbering sixty souls.
This is a large community to be possessed of
the truth, and ought to make its influence
felt in the town where it exists. This it
would be sure to do, if every member of it
possessed the same earnestness and enter-
prise in relation to the truth which they
realize toward the concerns of ordinary
life. It would not appear that in this
instance, this is the case. With a few excep- !

tions, the brethren and sisters generally do
not appear to have caught up the Nazarene
fire: they take the matter altogether too
coolly. They do not yet seem to have been
entirely emancipated from the old chilly
orthodox notion, that religion is an affair of
dressing decently on Sunday, and putting
"a ha'penny" on the plate, andattending to
business and "the family" all the rest of
the time. They seem not to have realized
the idea of being Christ's zealous partizans,
Christ's stewards, Christ's servants, Christ's
witnesses, instant in season, out of season,
labouring diligently with reference to
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the promised inheritance, fighting the good
fight of faith, holding forth the word of
life, testifying to all whether they will hear
or forbear, that God commandeth men to
repent, because he has appointed a day in
which he will judge the world in righteous-
ness. Of course, business must be attended
to, and the family must be provided for and
made comfortable; this is the first duty;
for " Whoso pro vide th not for his own, and
especially tney of his own house, hath
denied the faith, and is worse than an
infidel." But this can be done in two
ways. Man may do it with the instincts
of the natural man, who knows no higher
good or supremer obligation than the pro-
vision of "this world's good." In this he
sows to the flesh. On the other hand, a man
may do it as a son of God, from the motive of
duty, and with a keen sense of his obliga-
tions to the cause of Christ in every form
in which it may present itself to him,
whether in the need of a brother, the call of
the truth, or the supremacy of Christ's
commandments. Such a man's daily
labour is consecrated; it is sown to the
spirit, even if outwardly it lie in the same
channel of occupation as his fleshly neighbour.
Such a man will be industrious and diligent,
but will never let family or business come
between him and Christ's more immediate
claims upon him. He knows too well that

' Christ demands the first, and the best, and
the highest service.—That if any man prefer
the whole circle of his fleshly relations and
property of any description to him, Christ
esteems him unworthy. It is always possi-
ble to know the man who " in these things
serves his Lord Christ." There are some of
these in Aberdeen, but their whole number
seems inadequate to give energy to the body,
which is more sluggish than' Christ's ser-
vants ought to be. However, while there is
life there is hope. Some reaction may
quicken the circulation, restore action to the
heart, invigorate the general frame, and
qualify the ecclesia, as Christ's strong man,
to bear his name before the somewhat
narrow-minded, cold-souled, shrewd, and
calculating Aberdonians, from whose ranks
it may be God intends, by their means, to
gather a further harvest of sons and
daughters, before the times of the Gentiles
fairly close.

In the matter of testifying the truth on the
occasion in question, they " did what they
could." The Editor could only spend a
Saturday and Sunday in the town, and for
that short time, they arranged for the delivery
of four lectures in a large room in connection
with the Music Hall capable of accommodating
600 people. The first lecture (Saturday
night), was attended by about 60 or 70
persons; the second (Sunday morning), by
about 150; the third (Sunday afternoon), by
about 250 ; and the fourth (Sunday evening),
by an audience which filled the place. The

attention was marked on all occasions, but
whether anything resulted beyond a testimony
on behalf of the ecclesia, and a confirmation
of the faith of the brethren, it is of course as
yet, impossible to say. In this matter, it
often happens that bread cast on the waters
reappears in unexpected times and places.
May it be so in this case for the comforting,
strengthening and invigorating of the ecclesia
which only wants a little extra fire to
rekindle anew. There is fuel, but a lack of
healthy combustion. The fire sulks. The
poker and the bellows are needed. May they
be found and successfully applied in due
time! That every man and woman in the
ecclesia may become brightly incandescent in
their ardour in the great cause in the service
of which they have enlisted.

Early on Monday morning, we booked at
the railway station for Beith, a small country
town about a hundred miles to the south
west in a straight line, and over twenty-
miles from Glasgow. Here, there is a rustic
population of about five thousand people, who
are mainly under the dominion of that
sour-visaged, red-nosed, and bigoted section
of the apostacy know as Presbyterianism.
This is not a likely soil for the germination of
the truth. There are, doubtless, qualities in
the old Puritan character that are valuable
adjuncts to a profession of the truth, and
indeed indispensable to a successful "walk
and conversation therein." These, however,
in most cases are imbedded in such a flinty
stratum of prejudice and ignorant zealotry
that it is impossible to excavate them for the
ornatuie of the king's household. It is
saddening to see so much good purpose
squandered in wild-goose enterprise. If all
the energy and money that are expended in
chasing the shadows of orthodoxy were
concentrated on the work of studying and
propagating "the principles of the oracles of
the Deity," as revealed in the Bible, what
results might not be developed to the praise
and to the honour of Jehovah, and the
liberation of many a benighted intellect now
groaning in a spiritual bondage, from which
they see no escape, but by plunging into the
dark waters of atheism. But this is not, and
cannot be. There is no interference on the
part of the Deity with the free agency of his
intelligent creatures. His purpose is to
bring the free agency in as-many cases as
possible into voluntary subordination to his
mind and will, and thereby to secure the
double results oi" the highest good to the
creature, and the highest glory to the
Creator. This purpose narrows down the
triumph of the truth to a very small compass,
and involves the existence of a class who, with
the most laudable motive, will pursue their
own misguided ways, and spend money and
enthusiasm on that which is not bread. We
can only pity them and do the best we can to
show them " a more excellent way." If we
fail, no demerit attaches to us. We can only
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do our duty and abide the result. We can
only sow the seed, leaving it to the providence
of God whether it will find its way into good
soil, or lie barren on the hard surface of
unimpressible hearts, to be quickly picked
away by the myriads of evil birds that infect
the air of the present order of things. " Paul
may plant, and Appollos water, but God
giveth the increase." Recognising this,
Brother Gillies, who found the truth in a
very incidental way not many years ago, has
addressed himself to the work of doing what
he can to impart it to others. Though there
are but two in Beith in the faith besides
himself, he has been courageous enough to
engage a room for public exposition of the
word every first day of the week. This is
the " lodge" of the " masons," a body of
men held together throughout the world by
the ties of the flesh in their highest degree
of development, under the specious guise of
virtue, goodwill, and glory of God. This is
not exactly the place Christadelphians would
prefer as a matter of course for the head
quarters of the truth in their own particular
locality, but the truth has little choice in
Buch matters at present, and is often obliged
to put up with disagreeables. To put up
with these is better than quitting the field,
or hiding the light under the bushel of a
dwelling-house, when a more prominent if
less agreeable place can be had. Brother
Gillies has acted in this spirit, and gives
the little public of Beith an opportunity
every Sunday of hearing the glad-tidings
contained in "the things concerning the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
anointed." His efforts are not rewarded
with a great amount of appreciation or public
patronage. This is never to be expected. A
man must make up his mind for up-hill
work all the way. Dogged perseverance in
the discharge of duty is the great virtue to
be cultivated; this relies not upon accessory
circumstances for stimulus, but works against
wind and tide, having in view the "great
recompence of reward." Brother Gillie's
audiences are small—infinitesimally so. He
is occasionally encouraged by the company
of brethren who reside in adjacent parts;
but on the whole, his position is that of
Lot and Noah,—a steady, untiring attitude
of testimony and faithfulness. May he be
found in this *way to the end! and God
grant that he .may be rewarded meanwhile
by the accession of a few, at any rate, who
shall join with him, to the comfort of his
heart and strengthening of his hand, in the
faithful service which, tho' rendered in
weakness, tears, and darkness, will have a
glorious end when the sun of righteousness
breaks through the blackness of the heavens
now over our heads, and fills the earth with
Resplendent glory.

The Editor, by arrangement, delivered
three lectures. The room was full each time,
and some interest seemed to be taken in the

matters set forth. More than this cannot
be said.

From Beith the Editor went to Galashiels.
In doing so, he had to pass through Glasgow.
Here, under favourable circumstances, he
would have made a stay for the truth's sake;
but this was rendered impossible by the
state of things obtaining among those who
profess the truth in that city. Chaos reigns.
This is attributable to two causes—first, a
superficial apprehension of the truth on
the part of many professing it, admitting
of the admixture of divers elements of the
apostacy. This breeds fermentation and
disunion. Those in any part of the world
who are disposed to be faithful can never
finally adapt themselves to the treacherous
laxity that finds favour among such a class,
and the consequence is that union is ultimately
impossible. Attempts at compromise between
two such elements are sure to end in failure.
This result is inevitable and proper. Good
and evil, light and darkness, truth and error
should not live in concord. They should
divide, and they will do it where the two are
brought into contact. This is the result
exemplified in Glasgow, on the supposition
that there are some faithful men there, and
surely there are some! Division has become
chronic. This rather favours the supposi-
tion than otherwise, that there are some who
love the truth and desire to be faithful to it in
all things. It does not amount to proof,
since there are other causes of division which
may operate in Glasgow as elsewhere, and
of which, we have heard say, they are not
unknown there. Yet it admits of the
charitable supposition, that out of the sixty
or eighty persons, in and about Glasgow,
professing the truth, but assembling Sunday
after Sunday in four or five hostile bodies,
there are some whose minds are enlightened,
and whose hearts are captivated by the
great things which are spoken of Israel's
King. If there are such, let them come out
from all corrupters, and constitute them-
selves a distinct and well-knit body, on the
clearly-defined basis of " the things concern-
ing the kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ.'' Let there be no compromise
with error. Let the truth without adul-
teration be the standard. To this, let those
who take their stand upon it, devote their
best purpose and affections; let it be then-
hobby ; let them hold aloft the banner; let
them "do what they can" for the great
cause entrusted to their hands, in the
providence of God. If they thus purify and
re-arrange the household, they will remove
the great obstruction that now lies in the
way of the truth's progress in their city, and
give joy to the brethren everywhere, who at
present can only think of Glasgow as a
blank, but who then would descry from afar
the electric ray of the Spirit's light, shining
out upon the surrounding darkness, inviting
the passing pilgrim to a friendly shelter,
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and guiding the stranger into the paths of
peace.

In Galashiels, there is a small but appar-
ently efficient ecclesia of seven persons. A
comparatively short time ago, a light had not
been struck in this part, but now the candle
is lit, and shines with steady flame. There
is another company of Christadelphians, not
many miles off, at a place called Innerleithen.
Between the two there is frequent inter-
course of a happy and profitable character.
The best feature among them is a warm
interest in the truth, and everything relating
to it. It is refreshing to see such an exhibi-
tion. When the truth is loved for its own
sake, steadfastness in all its good fruits will
result as a necessary consequence. It is
when objects of a secondary character are
pursued in connection with the truth that
evil comes. There always will be those who
aim at inferior ends—people who do not
realize God and the future sufficiently to
forego present profit and fame for the truth's
sake; who are not sufficiently in love with
it to make sacrifices in its behalf; who are
not sufficiently animated by its spirit to
serve it disinterestedly and with humility.
There are some who will even make it an
instrumeut of personal objects. Such cause
shame and trouble. Such in the end defile
many. Such are to be avoided. The small
company who rejoice in the truth in the
neighbourhood of Galashiels appear at present
happily, free of all such disturbing influences.
They are united in the knowledge, love, and
service of the truth, which has made them
free and happy. May they long continue so.
One thing they lack, so far as Galashiels is
concerned, and that is efficient organization
for manifesting the light to outer darkness.
They meet in a private dwelling-house. This
is a hindrance both to brethren and
strangers ; the former are most at liberty on
neutral ground; the latter cannot possibly
be attracted within even the sound of the
truth, if they have to go over a domestic
threshold to hear it. In some cases, this
disadvantage has to be patiently endured, for
want of the possibility of doing better; but,
in this case, we were given to understand a
difterent state of things might exist, were it

not for a good brother, whose lack of hope-
fulness and confidence in the ability of the
brethren to sustain themselves in a public
way, deters him agreeing to a more enter-
prising policy. This is to be regretted; for
if better things are never attempted, better
things will never be done. Men should
always do what they Can. A number of
men united in the truth would do better in
having an open door for the truth, if their
efforts were ever so feeble, than in concealing
themselves and the gospel within the pre-
cincts of a private house. In the former
case, there is some slight connection be-
tween the ecclesia and the great world in
which they are called upon to labour ; some
slight opportunity for the good and honest-
hearted to "turn in" to wisdom's prepared
feast; while, in the other case, they de-
prive the community of the most ordinary
facilities, and shut themselves up in isolation
and secrecy. Sometimes this has to be
borne with and made the best of; but where
better is possible, better ought to be done.

The Editor lectured five times in the Corn
Exchange, and the audiences were incon-
siderable, rarely amounting to one hundred
people, except on Sunday night, when the
number present would be about two
hundred. There does not appear to be
much intelligence or interest in higher things
among the Galashiels people, who number in
all about eight thousand. They are princi-
pally composed of English workpeople,
attracted from the woollen districts of
England, by the development of the woollen
manufacture in Galashiels. This may
account for the low state of intelligence
prevailing, for it is a fact beyond dispute
that among Scotch workpeople, there is a
higher average degree of education and in-
tellectual capacity, than among the corres-
ponding class in England, who have largely
imported themselves into the districts in the
south of Scotland. At any rate, little im-
pression seemed to be made.

From Galashiels, the Editor journeyed to
Edinburgh, whence, after spending a few
hours with some of the brethren, he returned
to Birmingham, having been absent about
three weeks.

"HOW EEADEST THOU?"

A WORD ON INTERPRETING BIBLICAL FIGURES OF SPEECH.

WIND.—This figure is frequently employed
to represent words, persons, and influences;
and cannot, any more than those already
considered, be uniformly received in its
literal sense. " How long shall the words
of thy mouth be like a stormy wihd ? "
^ ( J o b viii, 2.) "The speeches of one

that is desperate, which are as wind."—
fjob vi, 26.) The words of Jehovah, by
the prophets, concerning the nations, will
one day take the form of wind, " destroy-
ing wind," to " fan and to cleanse," and
to suppress into forgetfulness " the refuge
of lies." Words may be ''only wind/
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but they are not altogether harmless on
that account, and this, the nations, who
have thus treated the words of the Lord of
Hosts will certainly experience. " Even a
full wind from those places shall come
unto me. * * • * Behold he shall
come up, * * and his chariot shall
be as a whirlwind.'"—(Jer. iv, 12, 13.)
" The prophets shall become wind.}> This
is the condition of those who " have not
the word in them."—(Jer. v, 13.) When
the word dwells with power, the possession
is not light and windy.

Wind, in the following texts seems very
plainly to stand for " influences.™
« Terrors pursue my soul as the wind:"
—(Job xxx, 15.) "And there came out
two women, and the wind was in their
wings." This wj|$ the influence which
carried these symbolic women of Israel
into the symbolic Shinar.—(Zee. v, 11.)
Wind has brought kingdoms into existence,
and it is wind that will take them out of
it. " I saw, and behold the four winds of
heaven shone upon the great sea, and four
great beasts (kingdoms, verse 17) came up
from the sea." And, concerning the
same, Daniel says, " and the Wind carried
them away."—(Dan. ii, 35.) These in-
fluences are loosed or bound according to
the work to be accomplished: hence the
phrase, '' holding the four winds of the
earth, that the wind should not blow on the
earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree."
The reason of the '-holding" or restrain-
ing of " the wind " was, that the time had
not arrived to " hurt " those things indi-
cated by " the earth, the sea, and any
tree." So it may be plainly seen, that in
a figurative or spiritual sense, Jehovah can
" bring the wind out of his treasuries," to
cause the destruction of His enemies.

Let us now take another figure,
MOUNTAINS.—We take it in the singular
or plural, as it may present itself in the word.
In pronouncing judgment upon Babylon,
the prophet says, "Behold, I am against
thee, O, destroying mountain, * *
and will make thee a burnt mountain.—
(Jer. li, 25 ) In the " burden of Babylon "
Isaiah also says, " lift ye up the banner on
the high mountain." — (Isaiah xiii, 2.) And
again, the destruction of the last Babylon
by the antitype of Cyrus, is predicted by
Zechariah in the same style, ** Who art
thou, 0, great mountain ? before Zerubabel
thou shalt become a plain."—(Zech. iv, 7.)
It can only be in this sense that the
following testimony is to be understood,
" every mountain and island were removed
out i)f their places."—(llcv. vi, 14.) The

final overthrow of kingdoms is described
by Isaiah as follows: "The day-of- the
Lord of Hosts shall be upon all the high
mountains, and upon all the hills that are
lifted up."—(Rev. ii, 12, 14.) In this
"day of Jehovah of armies," "the high
mountains and hills" will be reduced
to " chaff " by "threshing." The Jewish
forces, led by their own commander,
Jesus, will give the kings and their armies
a " threshing ' that will utterly subjugate
them. The event is thus described in
figurative terms: "Behold, I will make
thee a new sharp threshing instrument,
having teeth; thou shalt thresh the
mountains (empires) and beat them small,
and shalt make the hills (kingdoms) as
chaff."—(Isaiah xli, 15.) This is in strict
harmony with the prediction of Daniel
concerning the fate of the* Image-king-
doms. But Micah uses great plainness of
speech, and says, " thou (Israel) shalt beat
in pieces many peopk; and I will conse-
crate their gain unto the I ord, and their
substance unto the Lord of the whole
earth." — (Micah 4, 13.) Micah, how-
ever, does not always use the plain style;
for instance, in chapter vi, 1, 2, 'Hear ye
now what the Lord saith; arise, contend
thou with the mountains, and let the hills
hear thy voice. Hear ye, O mountains,
the Lord's controversy, and ye strong
foundations of the earth; for the Lord
hath a controversy with his people, and he
will plead with Israel." When all the
mountains or kingdoms are overthrown,
" all the foundations of the earth-will be
out of place."

It appears plainly from various passages
— some of which may be quoted—that a
corresponding use is'made of rivers-, in
fact, one may ask, why should not any
object be used figuratively? Amongst
other features which should mark the land
of Israel in the latter times, the prophet
Isaiah noticed that of spoliation by rivers.
" A nation meted out and troddeu down,
whose land the rivers have spoiled."
—(Isaiah xviii, 2.) Now, I am not aware
that this statement can be literally applied
to the land of Israel, and if it could, I
should be still at a loss to perceive a
proper connection between such a condition
and the main subject of the prophecy.
But, from a figurative point of view, there
does appear something strikingly appropri-
ate in the language Everybody knows
how that land has been spoiled—that it
has been spoiled times many by over-
flowing armies These are figuratively
styled " rivers." "Now, therefore, behold,
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the Lord bringeth upon them the waters
of the river, * * even the king of
Assyria, and all his glory." The phrase,
(i the river," is mostly used in Scripture, I
believe, with reference to the river- Eu-
phrates, and it seems to be so used in the
text cited. It was the principal river in
the Assyrian kingdom, and, therefore, fit
to represent the strength of that kingdom.
In the destruction of the Roman Babylon,
we find the river Euphrates mentioned.
It surely must be clear to every one at all
acquainted with geography, that the drying
up of the literal Euphrates could have no
reasonable relation to the overthrow of the
Eternal City. But here, again, looked at
figuratively, the force of the word is im-
mediately * s^en. The geographical Eu-
phrates lies within the limits of the Power
to be dried up, and in its relation to
Babylon is the distinctive feature. In the
divine programme, the evaporation of the
Ottoman waters is just as necessary to the
sack and destruction of the City of the
Seven Hills—Babylon the Great, (Rev. 17,
9, 5,) as was the diversion of old Euphrates'
stream to the overthrow of the Chaldean
capital |.

" The gathering together of the waters
called he seas." It is not pretended that

1 this passage was to be figuratively under-
stood, but it must be allowed from what has
presented itself concerning rivers, that such
language may be so used. Seas stand for
the largest assemblages of peoples, in fact,
for nations, and is a fit term to represent
peoples in attitudes in which they could
not be by other figures. " The wicked
are like the troubled sea."—(Isaiah 57,
20.) The dirty condition of a troubled
sea must figure the opposite state to that
of a crystal sea. Hence in the Apocalypse,
the sea of glass, or mirror-like sea, stands
for a purified world. The beasts which
Daniel saw " rise up from the sea,7' were
forms of government developed, or cast up
from the sea of nations by the agitation
of its waters. In what other sense shall
we attempt to read " upon the earth
distress of nations, * * the sea, and
the waves roaring? " Is not the " roaring "
produced by the "distress?" To these
troubled and miry waters, Jehovah had
issued the decree, " Woe to the multitude
of many people, which make a noise like
the noise of the seas; and to the rushing
of nations, that make a rushing like the
rushing of mighty waters! The nations
shall rush like the rushing of many waters;
but God shall rebuke them, and they shall

flee afar off, and shall be chased as the
chaff of the mountains before the wind,
and like a rolling thing before the whirl*
wind."—(Isaiah xvii, 12, 13.)

TREES are very largely used in a
figurative sense in the Scriptures, old and
new; and it would be no wonder if some
of the most ingenious and rigid literalists
should become entangled in the branches.
Eor my part, I cannot imagine how such
readers can possibly extricate themselves
from the wood. Nothing can be clearer,
or perhaps more beautiful, than the
figurative use of trees in the sacred
writings. They serve, in a most striking
manner, to pourtray both the good and the
wicked. The righteous are compared
by David to a tree planted by the rivers of
water, that bringeth fortn his fruit in hia
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."—
(Psalm i, 3.) A collection of such un~
fading, unwithering trees, would form a
" wood of life" a " paradise of God."—
(Rev. ii, 7.") " I am the vine " (tree,) said
Jesus, "Ye," (my disciples) "are the
branches"—(John xv, 4.) The wicked
are likened unto trees ready to be felled.
" The axe is laid to the root of the trees;
every tree that bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire."
This was John's denunciation against the
corrupt trees of Jehovah's vineyard.
In nature a mass of uncultivated trees is
styled a forest. And this term is applied
in Scripture to vast numbers of unculti"
vated men. — " And the rest of the trees of
his forest shall be few." This text
describes the fate which awaited the
Assyrian army. A tree sometimes repre-
sents a kingdom. " I saw/' says Nebu-
chadnezzar—but some cannot see it, or
" don't see it," as the phrase goes—" and
behold, a tree in the midst of the earth,
and the height thereof wac great." Then
said Daniel, " the tree which thou sawest,
* * * it is thou, 0 , king; thou art
grown and become strong, * * *
and thy dominion reacheth unto the end of
the earth." This great tree, then, stood
for the king and the dominion of the
king.—(Dan iv, 10, 20, 22.) "Behold,
the Assyrian was a cedar (tree,) * *
with fair branches * * * his top
\vas among the thick boughs. * * •
The cedars in the garden of God could
not hide him, the fir trees were pot like hia
boughs, and the chesnut trees were not like
his branches, * * * all the trees
of Eden envied him,"—(Ezek, xxxi, 3, Qf
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9.) It is easy enough to see that the
above trees were capable of " clapping
their hands," when set in motion by de-
lightful winds. Something might be said
upon the birds that dwell in the branches,
but time will not permit at present. They
must be left to themselves and the
reader.

Let us now come down from the trees,
and pay a visit of enquiry to the flowers,
grass, and such like. •' As for man," says
the Psalmist, " his days are as grass; as a

Jlower of the field, so he flourisheth."—
(Psalm ciii, 15.) "The field is the
world," and mankind are the grass and
flowers thereof." " Woe to the crown of
pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose
glorious beauty is a fading flowery—
(Isaiah xxviii, 1.) Could there be a more
striking figure to express the foregoing
characters ? "The voice said Cry; and be
said What shall I cry? All flesh is grass,
and all the goodliness thereof is as the

flower of the field. The grass withereth,
the flower f adeth, because the spirit of the
Lord bloweth upon it; SURELY THE
PEOPLE IS GRASS."—(Isaiah xl, 6, 7.)

I shall now conclude this sketch of figures
by a few quotations and remarks upon metals.
The largest display of metals in the Scrip-
tures is seen in Daniel's Image. Metals
are there to represent kingdoms, and their
comparative qualities. By the silver
Nebuchadnezzar was made to understand
that " after him there should arise another
kingdom, inferior to his." It is but natural
that the precious and lasting metals should
stand for precious things, and vice versa.
The reorganization of Israel is thus
spoken of: ' ' I will turn mine hand upon
thee, and purely purge away all thy dross,
and take away all thy tin." This smelting
implies a mixture of the good and the base,
and, to effect a separation, the process
must be of the most searching kind. The
altar of sacrifice and the altar of incense
were [of different metals—brass and gold,
and seem clearly enough to prefigure
different states or qualities in regard to
" the body " typified, " which is of Christ."
—(Col. ii, 17.) "Son of Man, the house
of Israel is to me become dross; all they
are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the
midst of the furnace."—(Ezek. xxii, 18.)
Egypt was a furnace for melting purposes—
" an iron furnace."— (Jer. xi, 4 ) So will
Jerusalem again be; for it is written,
" whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in
Jerusalem."—(Isaiah xxxi, 9.) The vast
mines from which the material is dug out

for the building of the city have yielded
at the same time a great deal that is not
suitable. The testing of the metals is very
severe, and not a grain will be passed
without it will bear the test. The choosing
therefore, is not of a smooth and silvery
nature, but, on the contrary, very afflictive
or trying to the chooser. For thus it is
written, " Behold, I have refined thee, but
not with silver; I have chosen thee in the
furnace of affliction,"—(Isaiah xlviii, 10.)
This is only saying figuratively—and cer-
tainly in a very beautiful way—"through
much tribulation we must enter the king-
dom." Every citizen is chosen in Egypt,
or " the furnace of affliction," I mean
everyone who shall become a citizen of the
City of pure gold like unto clear glass
(Rev. xxi 18. J) in which will be reflected
perfectly the Great Increate.

" How Readest Thou?" is the result of
a consideration of the following texts,
which are given m one view, for the
benefit of all who may be disposed to
" search and see whether these things be
so."

HEAVENS.—Ban. iv, 26; Luke xv, 21;
Job xv, 15; Rev. xii, 1, 7, 8, 9, 14; Isaiah
xiv, 12; Gen. xxviii, 17; Deut. xxxiii, 1,
.26, 28; Psalms Ixxvii, 24; Isaiah xlix, 13;
Rev. xviii, 20; Jer. v, 8, 15; Ezek. xxxii,
7, 8; Dan. iv, 35; Dan. vii, 2, 13;
Matt, xxiv, 30; xxvi, 64; Luke xv, 18, 21,
26; Rev. vi, 13, 14; xi, 6, 12,19; xvi, 17,
21; xx, 9, 21; i, 10; Luke x, 18; Isaiah
xxxiv, 4, 5; Dan. viii, 10; Matt, v, 12; vi,
20, 19, 21; Philip ii, 10; Rev. iv, 1, 2, viii;
1; xv, 1, 5; xix, 14; Isaiah xiii, 10, 13; Job
xiv, 12; Psalm viii, 3; xix, 1; 1, 6; Isaiah
li, 6, 16; lxvi, 17, 22; Jer. ii, 12; Joel ii,
10, 30; iii, 16; Zee. vi, 5; 2 Pet. ii, 3, 5,
7, 10, 12; Psalm lxxxix, 2; Isaiah v, 30;
Heb. ix, 23.

EARTH.—Gen. vi, 11, 12, 13; xi, 1;
Psalm xevi, I; Deut. xxxii, 1; 1 Chron.,
xvi, 31, 33; Psalm xevi, 11; xcvii, 1;
Prov. xxx, 21; Isaiah xxiv, 20; xiv, 22;
xlix, 13; li, 6; Micah vi, 2; Rev. xi, 6;
Psalm lxvi, 1; Isaiah x, 14; Hab. ii, 20;
Zee. i, 11; Rev. vi, 4; xiv, 3; Job. xxiii,
24; Rev. vi, 13; xii, 4, 13.

CLOUDS.—Isaiah xix, 1; Ezek, xxxviii,
31; Luke xxi, 27; Rev. x, 1, 11, 12; xiv,
14; Heb. xii. 1; Prov. xxv, 14; Isaiah
xiv, 14; Jer. iv, 13; Dan. vii, 13; Matt,
xxiv, 30; 1 Thess . iv, 17; Jude 12; Rev.
i,7.

RAIN.—Deut. x"xxii, 2; Job xxix, 23;
Psalm lxxii, 6. WIND.—job viii, 2;
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xxx, 15; Prov. xxv, 14; Ban. ii, 25; Zee.
V, 9; Rev. vii, 1.

MOUNTAINS.—Isaiah xl, 4; li, 25; Dan.
ii, 35; Zee. iv, 7; Isaiah ii, 14; xli, 15;
Micah vi, 2; Zee. vi, 1; Rev. xvi, 20;
Jer. iii, 23.

RIVERS.—Isaiah viii, 7; Rev. xxii, 1;
Ezek xxix 4; John vii, 38; Rev. xvi, 12.
SEAS.—Job vii, 12; Isaiah lvii, 20; Hag.
ii, 6; Luke xxi, 25; Rev. iv, 6; vii, 1, 2, 3;
xv•, 2; xxi, 1; Isaiah xxvii, 1; Rev. viii,
8, xvi, 3; xiii, 1; x, 5, 8.

TREES.—Psalm i, 3; Prov. iii, 18; xiii,
12; xv, 4; Isaiah lvi, 3; Jer. xvii, 18;
Exek, xv, 2; xvii, 24, xxxi, 8; Dan. iv, 10,
11, 20; Rev. ii, 7; vii, 1; xxii, 14; Num.

xxiv, 6; Judg. ix, 8. 9, 10, 12, 13;
1 Chrori., xvi, 33; Psalm xevi, 12; Isaiah
x, 19, Iv; 12; lxi, 3; Ezek. xxxi, 5, 9;
Matt, iii, 10; Jude 12; Rev. vii, 3; viii, 7.

FLOWERS, GRASS, &c—Job xv, 33;
Psalm ciii, 15; Isaiah xxviii, 1; xl, 6;
2 Kings, xix, 26; Isaiah xxxvii, 27; xl,
6, 7; li, 11; James i, 10.

METALS.—Job xxii, 25, xxiii, 10;
Psalm xlv, 9; Lam. iv, 1, 2; Dan. ii, 35,
38,39; lPet. , i, 7; Rev. iii, 18; xxi, 18;
2 Tim., ii, 20; Jer. li, 17; Dan. vii, 19;
x, 6; Micah iv, 13; Zee. vi, 1; 1 Cor., xiii,
1; Rev. i, 15; Psalms xlviii, 4; Jer. vi,
28; Dan. iv, 15.

Z.

ERRATA IN BROTHER JARDINE'S ARTICLE, LAST MONTH.
PAGE 16, col. 1, proposition 2, for "omnipotent," read "omnipresent;" col. 2, line 35, for "t*

the book'of nature,'1 read " in the book, &c ;" page 17, col. 1, line 15, for "invented" read
"inverted;" line 33, for "affirmed this security," read "affirmed the security;" line 59, " we
need not wonder,'» should be read as a continuation of the previous sentence; col. 2, "three
kinds of one Deity," should be read " three thirds, &c."

•THE NEW EDITION OP ELPIS ISRAEL.
Up to the present date (January 25th), we have
received payment for 76 copies of the new edition
of Elpis Israel, from the following subscribers,
whose names we give in the order of remittance.
R. C. Bingley, Birmingham, 5 copies ; J. Brown,
New Zealand, 4; W. Holland,: Birmingham, 1;
Sister N , 10; D. White, New Zealand, 4 ;
J. Rhodes, Huddersfield, 1; G. B. Finday, Fraser-
burgh 1; W. Birkenhead, Manchester, 2; A.
Moss, Earlsterndale, 1; H. Dyer, Bradford-on-
Avon, 1; W. Clark, Glasgow, 1: G. Dick, Glasgow,
1; D. Atkins, Barnstaple, 1; H. Dean, Birming-
ham, 1; S. G. Hayes, Jersey, 12; W. Milne, Gala-
shiels 4 ; Mary Drawhill, ditto, 1; J. J. Andrew,
London 10 ; R. Lees, Innerleithen, 1; J. Turner,
ditto.1; W.Milne, Dunkeld,3; W.Ellis,Edinburgh,
7 ; W. Martin, Devonport, 1; J. K. Ramsay,

Galston, 1 ; J. Turney, Birmingham, 6.
The following have yet to remit—W. Bane,

Dundee, 1 ; J. Butler, Birmingham, 2 ;
D. Clement, Mumbles. 45; J. Coombe, Toronto
(who, we presume, will remit direct to the Dr ),
6 ; J Eccles. Scarborough. 1 ; W. Ellis, Edin-
burgh, 9, additional to those already paid; H.
Evans, Swansea, 1; Memming, Glasgow, 1; S.
Fletcher, Nottingham, 1 ; M. Fidler, South
Shields,!; T. Fuller, Headingly, 1 ; J. Grant,
Carrbridge, 1; J. Griffith, Kington, 1; R Goldie,
Swansea, 3 ; J. P. Haire, Liverpool, 1; J. Hughes,
Kington, 1; F. Jones, Birmingham, 1; J. J. Kitts,
Plymouth, 1 r W. Mitchell, Edinburgh, 1; James
Pettigrew, Dairy, 1; E. Rackham, London, 1; C.
Rayer, Birmingham, 1; W. Rooke, Sydney 4; F .
R. Shuttleworth, Halifax, 9; Mary Taylor, Birm-
ingham, 1 ; J. G. Tomkins, ditto, 1.

THE POLITICAL HEAVENS AND THE SIQNS THEREOP.

W E append scraps from the press—home and

foreign—indicative of the progress of events

on the Continent. It will be observed

that the "Eastern Question" is growing

in magnitude and peril. This is one of the

principal centres of interest to those who

look for the appearing of the Messiah.

Turkey must go, Russia must encroach,

France must wane, Rome must get into

trouble, and the Jews must rise in import-

ance and interest. These are the five sign-

constellations of the political heavens, all of

which are in full process of development,

and acquiring, month by month, greater

brilliancy and distinctness of outline. Now

for the scraps.

The Austrian troops in Gallicia, (writes
the Berlin Correspondent of the Times)
are being pushed forward from the centre
of the country toward the Russian
frontier. The province is crowded with
horse and foot; the price of provisions has
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risen, and the movements of travellers,
especially in the vicinity of the troops, are
watched by a lynx-eyed police. Inter-
course between Russian and Austrian
Poland, if not absolutely prohibited, has
been rendered exceedingly difficult by the
two neighbouring Governments jealously
Warning off visitors from either frontier.
Both believe they have sufficient grounds
for protecting themselves against emis-
saries sent tor each other's supervision.
An unmistakable symptom of What is
brewing, is the issue by General St. Quin-
tin, the new Commander-in-Chief in Gall-
icia, of a general order enjoining his
officers to keep a vigilant eye upon
Russian priests, and prevent their en-
ticing any more soldiers to desert and run
away to the Russians. As a fitting sup-
plement to this intelligence, we hear from
Warsaw that the despatch of troops in a
southern direction has been resumed.
There is no doubt as to the direction
taken} but whether'they are placed on the
Galliciah frontier, or sent farther down to
Bukovina and the country of the Pruth,
l*emains to be ascertained. In all prob-
ability they are destined to increase the
corps stationed not many miles north of
Jjemberg.—Globe, December 29*A.

The Paris Pays of last evening Says
that the news, according to which a rup-
ture between Turkey and Greece is immi-
nent, may unfortunately be considered
only too probable. European diplomacy,
which fortunately is now relieved of a
certain number of important questions, may
yet, the Pays maintains, avert danger; but
it must be quick, as there id not a moment
to be lost. * * * *
The Russian papers pretend to be greatly
disquieted by the rumoured despatch of
French and English troorjs to Egypt.
They will not believe that, if really sent,
the most natural way to account for it is,
that some may be destined for India, the
Others for Corea. In the present suffering
condition of the SicK Man, every Euro-
pean approaching his couch with a sword
at his side, in Russian eyes, seems to be
bent upon inflicting the coup de grace.—
Gbbe, January 1st.

France is certainly striving to hush up
the incipient movement on the Balkan
Peninsula, or rather to put off its outbreak
to a more convenient, and unless her prepa-
rations are altogether premature, not very
distant period. Let the Turks once evacuate
Bervi% and it Will be the more easy for a
power speculating on the speedy demise of
thfe sick *nttn> to follow tip her plans in this

the most important centre of Rayah
opposition to the Sultan. Austria desires
to insure temporary repose by concessions j
Russia looks upon any accession of strength
to the subject nationalities, as increasing
their facilities of demolishing Turkey. In
mid-winter, the works of the fortified camp
at Cracow have been resumed. The towns
along the line of railway between Cracow
and Lemberg, especially Bochnia, Tarnow,
Rzeszow, and Przemysl, are being filled
with troops.— Globe, Dec. 27.

If we look toward the East, where the
political horizon is most obscured, we see
abundant cause for the general fear that
peace cannot be long preserved. To out-
ward apprehension Austria appears falling
to pieces, and this popular estimate of her
position, whether erroneous or otherwise,
destroys for the time that prestige of power
which constituted her strength. Russia,
till within the last few months, knew that
any attempt to extend her frontiers to the
Danube wotiid be resisted with all the force
of the great Austrian Empire. There is
no longer an/ certainty of the kind; and
though we have no reason to imagine that
the Government of St. Petersburg has any
intention of making a renewed effort to
seize the Principalities, it is clear that the
considerations which would restrain her
from sending her armies across the Pruth
are now materially weakened by the real or
supposed exhaustion of Austria. The
success which has attended the efforts of
Italy to reconstitute her nationality, has
rendered the Greeks more anxious than
ever to overthrow Turkish dominion.
Greece, in common with every other Euro-
pean state, believes that with the defeat of
Austria, the European balance of power,
which guaranteed the permanence of
Turkish rule in Europe, has received its
death blow.—Telegraphy January 2»

A Berlin correspondent says the papers
of the various parties interested in the East,
have already begun skirmishing, and are
carrying on wordy warfare as inveterately
as if a crisis were at hand. The Russische
Correspondenz, a semi-official organ of the
St. Petersburg Government, published an
article, to which the Bucharest Romanul,
organ of the moderate Liberals in the
Danubian Principalities retorts as follows 1
" What are the old traditions referred to by
the Cotrespondenz ? Is there anyone so
ignorant as not to know that their real
meaning is subjection to Russia, and
acknowledgment, exclusive acknowledgment
Of the power enthroned at St. Petersburg ?
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We are possessed of factB derived from an
official Russian source, clearly foreshadow-
ing what is in store for us. There is no
doubt that Russia has taken the Eastern
Question in hand, and is about to solve it.
She is urged on by an irrepressible fear
that the East may escape her grasp, and the
Polish Question now pressed upon her by
Rome, will be revived**'—Globe, Jan. 7.

It would be vain to deny what is passing
in the dark: partage of the Ottoman
Empire between Russia and England, both
of them cordially allied with Prussia, their
instrument, not disinterested. To England,
Egypt; to Prussia, all Germany: to Russia,
Turkey, subject, however, to the cutting
out of it a kingdom of Greece for King
George, brother-in-law of the Prince of
Wales, heir presumptive of the British
crown, and brother»in^law of the Grand
Duke, heir of the Muscovite crown, and
consequently a bond of union between
England and Russia* Turkey, who is
beginning to suspect the fate that awaits
her, is taking her measures. But where
can she find the money to pay the new
troops she is about to raise ? No money,
Ho troops. Thus is explained how it is
that Italy takes toward Turkey such a
haughty attitude. Italy begins the game.''
—La Liberte, quoted by the Globe,
January 11th.

T H E CANDIAN INSURRECTION.—As was
in a measure to be expected, the Porte has
complained to the Protecting Powers of the
"aid and comfort" which it alleges the
Greek Government has given to the Cretan
rebels. On Wednesday last A'ali Pasha
addressed a note to London, Paris, and
St. Petersburg, charging the Athens
Ministry not merely with conniving at the
assistance given to these insurgents, but
also with directly favouring the revolution-
ary movement along the frontier of Thes-
saly and Epirus. i1, this communication—
copies of which have been received by
Lord Lyons, Bourree, and Gen. Ignatieff—
the Porte invites the interference of the
three Powers to put a stop to conduct
which if persevered in must, it affirms,
lead to a breach between the two Govern-
ments. Particular instances are mentioned
in which the troubles in Roumelia have
thus been fomented, and the Note affirms
that the whole bearing and action of the
Greek Cabinet clearly point to a desire to
provoke a rupture, It states, however,
that the ministers of King George may at
once abandon all hopes of profiting by
these intrigues, as both the Sultan and

every class of his subjects, Christians as
well as Mussulmans, are resolved in no
event to cede an inch of Ottoman territory<
It further remarks that while the Porte
has no wish for a collision with Greece, if
the latter forces war upon it, the Turkish
Government is prepared to accept the
challenge.— Levant Herald, quoted by the
Globe, January 14.

"In the Note which the Turkish
Government addressed to the Court of
Athens, it was plainly stated that if the
Greek Government did not alter its conduct
with respect to its neighbour, hostilities
would certainly ensue. We are now
informed that the Pasha in command of
the Turkish Troops stationed in Thessaly
and Epirus has been summoned to the War
Office at Constantinople, and has had
several interviews with the Minister for
War. It is also rumoured that the Porte
is about to make a military levy to the
extent of 150,000 men." * * *
T H E W A R IN CRETE.—The Esperanza
of Madrid yesterday asserts that Garibaldi
has left the island of Caprera, and adds
that he has probably gone to Candia. A
public ball has been given at St.Petersburgh
in aid of the funds for the relief of the
distressed families of the Cretan insurgents.
The Imperial family and Diplomatic body
were present."—Globe, Jan. 14.

The Avenir National presents the
following to be the situation of affairs in
Candia, in its correspondence from Athens,
dated Jan. 3: " Of the 40,000 men sent
from Turkey and Egypt against Cretans,
there are scarcely half left. The real
strength of Mustapha Pacha consists of a
corps of 3,000 native Turks (they were
originally 5,000 in number), who have
distinguished themselves on every occasion.
The Cretans can bring into line 8,000
combatants, well armed, of whom 2,000
are volunteers. But this is only the kernel
of the organized resistance. There are
besides a number of guerillas, whose evo-*
lutions around the Turkish empire are
incessant, and do immense damage. The
6,000 Cretans have arms, provisions, and
munitions at their disposal. They have
entire confidence in the success of their
enterprise. Even should the Porte be
able to send 10,000 fresh troops to Crete,
they would not be sufficient to repress the
revolt* In Epirus and Thessaly, events
are marching with the greatest rapidity.
The insurgents have invited the Greek
general Kouzzomilla and Colonel Kaska to
put themselves at their head, and it is
reported in Athens that they have already
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left for this purpose, and fresh recruits leave
every day to join the insurgents. The
provisional Government of Epirus has
issued a proclamation, inviting the Thessa-
lians to make common cause with them,
and to unite under a common government.
Globe, January 17th.

In other words, the insurrection is where
it was when Mustapha set out, except, as
we shall soon find, that it has acquired
better arms and concentration, besides
having gained time. I asked an Albanian
officer in the service of the Government,
the other day, how long the war was likely
to last ? He replied, " Three or four years,
as things are now going on.'* How active
the insurrection may be for the next few
months I can't say, but I am assured that
it will continue to show sufficient signs of
life to prove its actual existence until the
movements in Albania, Epirus and Thessaly
are ready for development into the com-
bined and general insurrection of the Christ-
Ian provinces of the Turkish Empire—
Cretan correspondent of the Telegraph,
Jan. 17.

These extracts indicate the extent and
seriousness of the political fermentation
which is going on all over the Continent.
Denials are occasionally given to the
statements made by the independent portion
of the press, but these are not of the
slightest value. The Globe of December
29th, has a few remarks on this very point.
It calls attention to the fact disclosed in
official documents, laid before the Italian
Parliament, that although in the early
months, of last year, the Italian Government
had deliberately planned a war with Austria,
in conjunction with Prussia, it solemnly
and explicitly denied, through its diplomatic
representatives, that such was the case. It
remarks: " The homage which vice pays to
virtue in the shape of hypocrisy, has been
remarkably displayed in the diplomacy of
Europe of late years. '*• * * No
one has forgotten the duplicity of Napoleon
t i l , in affecting a desire for peace during
the eight moutlas which followed the con-
spiracy between Mmserf and Cavour, at
Hombieres; nor tne. niemprable falsehood

of the Emperor in his statement ' that
France has not armed/ only a few days
before the French army was crossing Mount
Cenis, and disembarking on the quays of
Genoa." " Official" disclaimers of current
intelligence are therefore of little weight.

A notorious feature in the present crisis
is the strong current of public opinion in
England against intervention in foreign
affairs, on any plea whatever. So univer-
sally is this the sentiment of the nation,
that even government has adopted it as
the guiding spirit of their foreign policy.
This is of much significance at the present
time. Thirteen years ago, England went
to war in defence of Turkey against Russia.
This she would not now do. The press, with
one voice, are against it; characterising the
general dread of Russian ambition as a
bugbear, a myth, &c, which ought for
ever to -disappear before enlightened (?)
public opinion. These sentiments reflect
the feeling of the government, and thus
the greatest obstacle in the way of
Russia's designs in the East, and the
greatest support of decaying Turkey, are
withdrawn. A short time ago, France
made overtures for a renewal of the Anti-
Russian alliance with England, in view of
a revival of the Eastern question, but
they were discouraged, and events are
taking their course, in the direction we
are led to expect by the " sure word of
prophecy."

As to Rome, the news of the month may-
be summed up in two words. The
Scotch Presbyterian chapel has been sup-
pressed, and the authorities have instituted
repressive measures (religious and political)
of the utmost rigour, tending to fan the
flame of discontent and hate which is
smouldering among the people. The po-
litical committees, in other parts of Italy ?

recommend the Romans to be patient and
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submissive to the last moment, in the hope
of effecting the transfer of Rome to
Victor Emmanuel without bloodshed, but
assure them at the same time that should
things get too hot for endurance, they will

be assisted in their efforts to free them-
selves from the clerical despots who grind
them to the earth. Doubtless, there will
be an explosion soon.

January 26tht 1867. EDITOR.

INTELLIGENCE.

The responses in behalf of Brother

ROBERTSON, of Turriff, amount in all to

seven.

We have to acknowledge a further

contribution of £1 toward the expenses

of fitting up the Athenaeum, Birmingham,

for the service of the truth.

ABERDEEN.—Writing on the 24th of De-
cember, brother GILL announces another
immersion, which took place two days before
the date of his letter, the subject being the
wife of Brother W. GILL, of Fraserburgh,
at which place there are now three in the
truth.

BIRMINGHAM.—During the past two
months, there have been three additions by
immersion, the subjects being WILLIAM
ALLEN (39), joiner, formerly a Methodist;
Mrs. SMITH (36), brought up in "the church ;"
and WILLIAM DAVIS (21), son of Brother
T. DAVIS. The ecclesia has also re-
ceived an accession by the removal of
brother W. J. TURNEY, from Nottingham
to Birmingham.

CHRISTADELPHIANS ON THE CONTINENT.—
Brother HAYES, who has, with his wife and
sister, been travelling on the Continent for
some time, writes as follows from Jersey,
on the 18th of December: " I am happy in
being able to report myself arrived in this
part of the world after an absence of about
four months. We reached London on the
30th of last month, and were there a fort-
night, meeting with the brethren * *
In the course of our wanderings, we visited
the Seven-hilled City, and saw the reigning
Pontiff twice. On both occasions we were
very close to him. His appearance im-
presses a stranger very favourably. One can
hardly look on his mild, benevolent coun-
tenance and imagine he is the author of
such documents as those lately issued from
the Vatican. While in Rome, I sought for
some sign that its overthrow is near at
hand, but could discover nothing. All is
perfectly tranquil. The faithful drop on
their knees as the Pope drives by, but
beyond this, no notice is taken of him, aiid

no public feeling manifested either for
or against him. I am anxiously watching
the news now that the French troops hav&
left His Holiness to his own resources.
Surely the time of our redemption draweth
nigh."

EDINBURGH.—Writing on the 10th of
December, brother ELLIS says that the
public meetings of the brethren for the
proclamation of the truth, continue with
encouraging results, though the audiences
are not large. He mentions brethren SMITH,
PATERS ON and himself as the speakers, and
states that the ecclesia is " happy, harmon-
ious and united." He announces the death of
Brother W. OLIVER, who fell asleep at the
age of 21, remarking that young as he was,
his apprehension of the truth was "distinct,
comprehensive and decided."

GALASHIELS.—Writing on December 19th,
brother W. MILNE says: " I have much
pleasure in stating that my daughter Anne
(16) has cast in her lot with the small num-
ber heres who are u earnestly contending for
the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints." She was immersed on the 19th
current. She has been for a good while past
diligently searching the word of life for its
hidden treasure. I need not say that it gave
me great delight to assist her." Unlike the
folk in Dundee, I made it a matter of the
first importance to instil into her mind a
correct idea of the Scriptural doctrine of
eternal life. While I led her to those
Scriptures which teach that immortality can
only be obtained through union with Christ,
I took care that she understood her present
mortal condition, " In Adam all die ; " " I n
Christ all shall be made alive." I was
careful that she understood what was "in-
volved" in these two statements; for I am
more than ever satisfied that the life in
Christ cannot be understood unless the death
in Adam is understood also."

HALIFAX.—Brother SHUTTLEWORTH, wri-
ting January 21st, announces the obedience
in immersion, of JOSEPH FIRTH, of Rochdale,
lately from America. He also remarks:
" The lectures are still going on, and, God
willing, are likely to do so. One brother
has paid for advertisements in the two
Halifax papers for six months to come, and
we get reports in every week, The attend-
ance varies ; sometimes only a few come ; at
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other times, there is a tidy room-full. This
fluctuation arises from several causes, such
as varying degrees .attraction in the
subjects, changes in the weather, and
occasional counter attractions elsewhere.
But more anon. Our salvation nears.
Meanwhile, let us fight valiantly, sow
bountifully, and endure patiently."

LONDON.—Brother D. BROWN, of Lon-
don, writing on the 14th of December,
announces the immersion, on the previous
Sunday, of the wife of Brother Aspin,
meeting in fellowship with him; and her
addition to the ecclesia.

N E W BARNET, fLondon.)—Brother J.
J. ANDREW, who resides at this place,
delivered two lectures in the local Tempe-
rance Hall, on Tuesday, January 1st, and
Tuesday, January 8th; subjects:first, " The
second appearing of Jesus the Christ in
relation to believers of the gospel, the
Jews, and the world at large $" second,
" The gospel and the kingdom as revealed
by Moses and the prophets, and proclaimed
by Jesus the Christ, and his apostles/' The
lectures were given by way of reply to three
delivered in the same place about six weeks
before, by an Irvingite evangelist, who, as
usual, encumbered what little truth he
uttered, with a great deal of the nonsense
peculiar to that section of the apostacy.
Brother ANDREW'S object was, of course, to
embrace a favourable opportunity for
discharging his duty as a witness of • the
truth to the neighbourhood in which he
resides. The meetings were fairly attended
considering the unpopularity of the subjects
treated. At the close of each lecture,
considerable discussion ensued, Baptists,
Methodists and Plymouth Brethren taking
part. Brother ANDREWS, each night,
distributed slips containing references to
the scriptures quoted under the several
heads of the lectures. These we shall
publish next month, not having room this
month. He remarks, " Whether any good,
will come of it or not I cannot say. I have
not much hope of any becoming interested
sufficiently to embrace the truth, for this is
rather barren ground. (And where is it not
barren ? Cheer up, brother Andrews; we
know not which, shall prosper, this or that.
—EDITOR.) Nevertheless, I am glad to
have had the opportunity of publicly
proclaiming it in the place where I
reside."

NEW ZEALAND.—We have five letters
from this part of the world, reporting a

surprising and encouraging state of activity
in the neighbourhood of Dunedin and
Greenisland in relation to the truth,
Several have been immersed, and many are
enquiring. In one district, one minister is
said to be on the point of having to lament
an " occupation gone," through the defec-
tion of the people from orthodoxy to the.
truth. These results are consequent upon
the labours of one who has already been
introduced to the notice of our readers,
JOHN GRAHAM, who is reported to exhibit
great energy and enterprise in the cause of
the truth in the way of speaking and
distributing books.

SWANSEA.—Brother GOLDIE, writing on
Dec. 14, announces the immersion on the
previous Monday evening, in Swansea, of
Mr. THOMAS HANDLES, master shoemaker,
and his wife, and also Mr. GEORGE DELL
and his wife, in all four souls, whose
addition to the ecclesia is a welcome and
refreshing event. Brother DELL, formerly
camped among the Campbellites; brother
RANDLKS was connected with the Indepen-
dents. The same letter conveyed an
invitation to the Editor to revisit South
Wales during Christmas holidays. This
invitation was accepted, and the Editor
delivered two lectures in Swansea and four
in Mumbles to audiences of fair dimensions.
Since that time, the brethren in Swansea
have been deprived of their place of
meeting in consequence of its engagement
by a larger and more " respectable'' body.
They are on the outlook for another.

TURRIFF.—Brother BOBERTSON, writing
under date December 19, reports a visit to
Feterangus and Crimond, at the close of
October and the beginning of November,
resulting in arrangements being made for
a second visit in December, which com-
menced on the 14th day of that month.
On the 16th two were assisted in obedience
to the faith, viz., ALEXANDER TARVES,
police constable, Crimond, (formerly con-
nected with " the Reformation" in Fraser-
burgh, who after two or three years
investigation, has come to the perguasion of
the truth), and Mrs. GEORGE CAMPBELL,
wife of Brother CAMPBELL, of New
Pitsligo. Brother ROBERTSON mentions
that there are several others of whom hope
is entertained that they will ere long
become obedient.

BIRMINGHAM: WILLIAM H» DAVIS, PRINTER, 8, NEEDLESS ALLEY.
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THE JUDGMENT SEAT OP CHRIST;

OR THE SECOND ADVENT IN RELATION TO THE HOUSEHOLD
OF FAITH.-No. 4,

IN proceeding to consider the arguments urged against the conclusion
presented last month, we cannot do better than quote the remarks
of a dissentient correspondent,* who wrote from New Zealand twelve
months ago. He summarizes the adverse evidence as follows:—

" Men are initiated into Christ by the ceremony of faith and
obedience, but should they nullify or repudiate such ceremony of faith
and obedience, by polluting themselves with abomination, they no
longer remain in Christ. Plaving destroyed the cause or means of
introduction into Him (faith and obedience)—they lose the effect—*
(their standing in. Christ.) Thus a man having put on Christ, if he
afterwards reject the faith, he no longer remains in Christ. Now, as to
resurrection, the disputing^ rest, I might say, wholly upon the Scripture
meaning of that word. I believe that it implies simply a rising from the
grave. As proof, I quote the following testimony: <c And many came
out of the grave after his resurrection/'—(Christ's rising from the
grave.—Matt, xxrii, 53.) " One was ordained to be a witness of His
(Christs's) resurrection, (that is, his rising from the grave.) —Acts i, 22 •
also, Acts iv, 3 3 ; Rom, vi, 5, and many others. This idea excludes
the four elements contended for by those who believe in mortal
resurrection (viz., first, the formation of a mortal body from debris j
2nd, rising from the grave as a living mortal body ; 3rd, standing
before the judgment seat; and, 4th, birth of spirit consequent upon
approval.) Jesus was constituted a spiritual body, being born of the
Holy Spirit from the grave, and Paul says; * We shall be also in the

*D. WUite, Dunedin, Otago, New Ze
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likeness of his resurrection/' In the resurrection of the just, or first
resurrection (rising from the grave), there can be no wicked raised,
for they are all pronounced • blessed and holy,' and exempt from the
hurt of the second death.—(Rev. xx, 6 ) Lastly, we must annihilate
the 15th chapter of the 1st Corinthians, or give a reliable new
translation. ' It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual
body. * * * The dead shall he raised INCORRUPTIBLE/'
The saints rise exclaiming ' 0 , grave, where is thy victory ? O death,
where is thy sting ? ' Now, if they be resurrected mortal, they must
undergo a death, or its equivalent, when transformed to spirit body.
Again, the saints shall not see Christ in their mortal bodies, because
' when he appears, they shall be like him, for they shall see him
as he is.'—(1 John, iii, 2.) I am open to conviction if these
objections be scripturally removed, but cannot, under present
circumstances."

This is a brief but tolerably complete compendium of the arguments
usually advanced in support of the view that the resurrection at the
coming of Christ will be confined to the accepted, who, it is contended,
will awake in a glorified state, and come forth, not to judgment, but to
welcome by the king. Before discussing them, we will add one or two
others of the same class, so as to make the list as complete as possible,
and, if possible, leave nothing on this side of the question unnoticed,
David's words are relied on to prove that the dead come to life in a
state of incorruptibility : " I shall be satisfied when I awake with
THY LIKENESS."—(Psalm xvii, 15 ) The form of. speech employed by
Jesus and Paul in the following statements is intended to sanction
the idea that all who emerge from the death state at the coming of
Christ are blessed and immortal: 'mi Those who shall be accounted
worthy to obtain that world and THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD."
* * * (Luke xx, 35.) ''• If by any means, I might
attain to the resurrection of (" FROM AMONG,'' more exactly) the dead."
(Phil, iii, 11.) The argument on these testimonies is that to come out
of the grave at all at the appearing of Christ is to be included among
the accepted; hence Paul's desire to attain to the simple act of resurrection.
A point is also made of the distinction between the phrase " resurrection of
the dead '* and :t resurrection from the dead," both scriptural forms of
speech, The argument is, that the former points to a general final
resuscitation of the race of Adam from the- grave, while the latter
relates to a preliminary and partial out-gathering of those to be accepted,
leaving the great mass of the dead behind to be dealt with by
resurrection at the close of the thousand years. Paul's declaration
inThess. iv, 16, is also quoted in confirmation of this view/" The dead
" in Christ shall rise FIRST."

The whole of these arguments and testimonies, and any others that
may arise, we shall review seriatim, in the order in which they are
presented in the foregoing letter and statement of difficulties.
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1.—That apostacy from the faith destroys a man's position in
Christ. This is true as regards ultimate results. No apostate will
enter the kingdom of God, but will a man's apostacy screen him from
the shame of rejection in the presence of the angels and of his accepted
compeers? Our correspondent evidently thinks that it will. He
argues that a faithful standing in Christ will alone procure resurrection
at the coming of Christ, and that a departure from the faith will
necessitate a man's imprisonment in the grave during the thousand
years' kingdom of God. His contention seems to be that a man can
only have resurrection by connection with Christ, and that apostacy
dissolves such connection, and remits a man to his Adamic lifelessness
in which there is no resurrection. But if this argument is good for
the beginning of the thousand years, it is good for the end also. If
because an apostate is not " in Christ," he cannot rise when Christ
comes, then for the same reason he must continue under the power of
death when the thousand years have passed away, and ever after. How
should he rise at one time and not at the other ? Time makes no
difference to the operation of the laws of Deity. It may be said in
reply, that a man out of Christ may rise to condemnation, though not
to life ; but to this, the obvious answer is, that if he can rise to
condemnation at the close of the thousand years, there is nothing in
principle to prevent him rising at the commencement. Time makes
no difference. Our correspondent, doubtless, rests his conclusion on
the point upon certain statements which he thinks affirm it, and which
we shall consider by and by. He cannot deduce ifc from the argument
about apostacy. Again, let him consider this. If the unworthy are to
lie undisturbed in the resurrection that calls forth the accepted servants,
they will be rejected in their absence, without trial and without
judgment, deprived of even the fair dealing they would experience at a
human judicature. They are candidates for the kingdom of the thousand
years, and to leave them out of the resurrection at the beginning of
that period would be to enforce a decision.upon'their candidature without
bringing them to account. On the other hand, to admit the accepted
by the simple act of resurrection would be to deprive the epoch of the
advent of every element of judgment Our correspondent's theory
cannot be maintained without denying the judgment. Is there to be
judgment or not? This is the question. If there is, what is it? An
allotment of rewards or a dispensation of destinies according to dessert f
This question we endeavoured to answer last month. There is no doubt
upon the point. <s Jesus Christ shall judge the quick and the dead AT
HIS APPEARING/' " He shall give to every one according to his works"
(Rev. xxii, 12,) " whether good or bad"(2 Cor. v. 10,) to them who have
earned it by patient continuance in well-doing, ETERNAL LIFE, but to
those who do not obey the truth, tribulation and yjrath and anguish
(Rom. ii. 6 8), If this is the case, how can the resurrection at the
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coming of Christ be confined to the accepted ? With such a resurrec-
tion, there could be no judgment, for judgment is not the settlement of
different degrees of merit, but the official public separation of the unde-
serving from those who shall be accounted worthy. The tribunal of
Christ would not be a judgment seat if only used to hold a sort of
reception levee at which his friends of different rank should be intro-
duced. It is said " We must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that we may receive in body according to what we have done
whether good or lad," and that " he (the Lord) will bring to light the
hidden things of darkness*' (1 Cor. iv, 5. ) Is our correspondent
prepared to go in the face of these testimonies ? Is he prepared to deny
the judgment ? This is the issue. Both righteous and wicked are
raised to appear in the presence of Christ at his coming, or there is to
be no "judging of quick and dead at his appearing of his kingdom/'
There is no escape from this.

If our correspondent admits the judgment, it is not difficult to deal
with the case of apostates. Their conduct disinherits them, but it does
not destroy the yoke of Christ that is upon them. Christ is judge as
well as king and elder brother, and his jurisdiction once assumed cannot
be thrown off; we must give an account to him on the day of reckoning.
Israel of old illustrates the principle. The national contract of allegi-
ance was voluntary in the first instance. The people were invited at
Sina, to enter into it, and they accepted the invitation (Ex.xix, 3-8.)
By this act, they placed themselves under law, and though afterwards
they forsook the Almighty and turned aside to worship the gods and
follow the practices of the heathen, they could not get rid of God's claim
"upon them. It lay heavy upon them in all their backslidings. The
voices of the prophets cried after them, and the judgments of God
visited in severity their sins. The principle upon which this took place
is indicated in the words of Amos (iii 2.) *' You only have I KNOWN of
all the families of the earth, therefore will I punish you for all your
iniquities." This now holds good with the class who have become
fellow-citizens of the commonwealth of Israel; God " knows'' them as he
knew Israel, and with an extension of the "knowing," there is an exten-
sion of the responsibility attached to it. He sent an invitation to the
Gentiles by the apostles; and all who "come out from among them,'
and take upon themselves the name of Christ by the belief and obedience
of the gospel, put themselves under the yoke of a responsibility which
they cannot afterwards rid themselves of. Hence " it is better for men
not to know the way of righteousness, than after having known it to turn
away.'' 2 Peter ii. 21. For "such, " there remaineth no more sacrifice
for sin, but a fearful looking for of judgment and of fiery indignation
which will devour the adversary." (Heb. x. 21, 27) It is therefore a
fearful thing, by transgression, to fall into the hands of the living God.
(3J). Judas is an example. Of him, Jesus says, " It had been good
for that masi that he had not been born'' (Matt xxvi 24 .
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Those who fall away from the faith undoubtedly detach themselves
from all beneficial connection with the Christ, but they do not, and
cannot, undo the tie that links them to the judgment seat. ̂  They are
still " in" Christ in the sense of being subject to his jurisdiction. They
can never revert to the irresponsible position they occupied in the days
of their original darkness, They are still his servants though they may
be unfaithful, as in the case of the rejected servant of the one talent,
Christ is either a saviour or a destroyer to all his household. He will
dispense either wrath or kindness to all who have placed themselves
under the institutions of his house. Apostacy cannot elude his justice;
it can only forfeit his favour.

But even supposing our correspondent's arguments were allowed to
have the fullest effect as regards apostates, what would he do with those
who are not apostates ? those who hold on to the faith, but are unfruit-
ful therein ? those who retain the theory of the gospel, but are
defaulting in the practice ? who profess the name of Christ, but do no
more than say " Lord, lord V9 Are they cut off from resurrection 1 If
cut off at the beginning of the kingdom, why not at the end ? If they
cannot rise at the beginning, why ever ? Our correspondent would get rid
of the difficulty by giving way to the force of Paul's declaration that Christ
will " JUDGE the quick and the dead at his appearing/' ^ It is the most
natural and reasonable arrangement that could be conceived that Christ
at his coming should convene the whole of his professed disciples to
'• take account of them," and deal with them in accordance with the
facts which he will extort from the mouth of each; before proceeding
with the woik which has reference to the ruling of the world in
righteousness. It is specifically declared in the language of the apostles
that he will do so, and Christ's parables irresistibly teach the same fact.
There is consequently every reason for abandoning the suggestion that
the wicked dead will not be raised at the appearing of Christ but left
over to the end of the thousand years.

2nd. Resurrection simply means rising from the grave.—This is not
altogether correct. "Resurrection" involves the act of rising from the
dust^ but comprehends more than this in many parts of the word. For
instance, the Saducees-asked Jesus, " IN THE BESUKRKCTION, whose wife
shall she be?" (Matt, xxii 28), that is, in the state to which the dead will
rise How would the question read if construed " whose wife shall she
be in the act of rising from the grave ?" Again, " In THE KESUUIIECTION
they neither marry nor are given in marriage;' (Matt, xxii 30), that is, in
the state to which the dead rise. Again, " they that have done good (shall
come forth) to the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil to the
resurrection of condemnation;' that is, one class come out of the grave to one
resurrection-state, and the other to another resurrection-state. Head in any
other way, the passage is absurd, as may be seen at a glance; " They
that have done good shall come forth to the act of rising from the
grave !" One of the very passages cited by our correspondent for a con-
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trary purpose is another illustration of the comprehensive use of the
word " resurrection" (Acts i. 22). None of the Apostles saw Christ come
out of the grave. They saw him after he rose, and could testify that
he had risen. They could state that he was alive, after having been dead.
This in fact is the account given by Festus of Paul's proceedings, ' * The
Jews had certain questions against him of their own superstition and
one Jesus who was dead whom Paul affirmed TO BE ALIVE." TO affirm
that Christ was alive is styled " giving witness of his resurrection" show-
ing that " resurrection" in its use as a word extends beyond the mere act
of rising from the grave, of which the Apostles could give no personal
witness, not having seen it. Again " Because he preached Jesus and the
resurrection." (Acts xvii 18). This could not mean that Paul simply
preached the act of rising from thergrave. The mere act of rising from
the grave is not necessarily a good thing. Lazarus and the son of the
widow of Nain rose from the grave, but not to the resurrection (state)
preached by Paul. They merely received a renewal of mortal life. The
wicked of a certain class will rise from the grave, but the act of rising
will not be to them a gladsome event, but the contrary; they would prefer
to be left in the oblivion of the tomb. Everything depends upon THE
STATE to which the rising from the grave is the introduction. Paul
preached the resurrection-state of incorruption and immortality. To this
state the dead have to rise. The mere act of rising is" not the resurrec-
tion. It is involved in it; it is a part, but as employed in the Scriptures,
it requires the state after coming out of the grave to be added before the
idea expressed by the word resurrection is complete. Another illustra-
tion of this is to be found in a passage on which the opponents of this
idea rely, " I saw thrones and they sat upon them, and judgment was given
unto them; and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the
witness of Jesus and for the word of God and which had not worshipped
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their
foreheads or in their hands, and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again till the thousand,
years were finished. THIS (what ? The state of things that John
witnessed—the reigning of the accepted for a thousand years)—THIS IS
THE FIRST RESURRECTION." (Kev. xx. 4, 5). There is nomention of the
act of coming out of the grave. John merely sees certain persons who
had been dead, occupying a certain position with Christ; and describing
the scene as a whole, he calls it THE FIRST RESURRECTION. Evidently,
the word resurrection cannot here be restricted to the act of rising from
the grave. Many will have a part in it who will never go into the grave
at all, viz., " those whô  are alive and remain." " Resurrection " here
broadly covers a state and a time to which the persons seen are intro-
duced by rising from the death state, whether in that state they are below
the sod or walking above it in mortality. But both living and dead will
have to appear before the judgment seat before they take the position
in which John saw them, and when they appear at the judgment seat,
they will have companions whom they will never see again, for to some
Christ will " say unto them in that day, I never knew you ; depart from
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me ye that work iniquity." (Matt. vii. 22. 23). Such will be " ASHAMED
before him at his coming" (John ii. 28 : Dan. xii,2)

3 ,—" If we are planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also
in the likeness of his resurrection," (Kom. vi. 5 ) Our correspondent finds
in this a proof that the dead will awake in an incorruptible state. In
order to make it such proof, he assumes that Jesus was spiritual in
nature when he came out of the tomb. Now, it is altogether doubtful
whether this assumption can be sustained. The contrary supposition
appears much more probable. So far as Christ's intercourse with his
disciples, during the forty days, is concerned, there is nothing to
countenance the idea of his having been glorified. His appearance and
actions were those of a man in the flesh, with the single exception of his
sudden appearances and disappearances, and these are referable to the
action of Christ on the senses of his disciples, rather than to the peculiarity
of his nature. He was " flesh and bone " (Luke xxiv. 39), ate and
drank, and held familiar intercourse, to which there was no obstacle in
his personal appearance or condition. It was very different when Paul
saw him while on his way to Damascus, A great light, above the light
of the sun, shone round about him, blinding him, and felling him to the
earth. In John vii. 39, it is given as a reason why the spirit was not
given at the certain time there spoken of, that "Jesus was not yet
glorified." Now the spirit was not given till the day of Pentecost, ten
days after Christ's ascension. Does it not follow that Christ was not
glorified till-his departure from earth? Why did ten days elapse after
his ascension before the spirit was given, if he was glorified at his
emergence from the grave of Joseph ? He said, before he suffered, " If
I go not away, the comforter (the spirit) will not come unto you." It

would appear from this, in connection with the statement quoted from
John, that the " going away" of Christ and his glorification were
synonymous. If so, he was not glorified till he ascended, and therefore,
was at least forty days in the flesh after he came out of the grave. This
conclusion is borne out by the types of the law. The highest token of
the divine acceptance of a sin offering was consumption of the victim
by the flashing forth ol supernatural fire. Now, Christ was the anti-
typical lamb slain, and the question is, how, and by whom was he
presented in the anti-typical holiest of all—heaven itself, (Heb. ix, 24),
to have the offering of his mortal body accepted and endorsed by the
flashing forth of the spirit-fire upon him, to change him " in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye," into a u life-giving spirit." The history of
the case affords a simple answer; He ascended to the presence of the
Father, both as the victim and the officiating priest, and when the offering
was accepted and consumed by the out-shedding of the spirit upon his
substance, that is, when he was glorified, he transmitted the spirit to
his disciples on the day of Pentecost. This is Peter's account of
it on the occasion: " Being by the right hand of God EXALTED, and having
received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he hath shed forth
this which ye now see and hear," (Acts ii. 33.) Again, when accounting
to the wonder-stricken crowd for the miraculous cure of " a certain man,
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lame from his "mother's womb," he says, " Why look ye so earnestly on
us, as though by our own power, or holiness, we had made this man to
walk ? The God of Abraham, and*of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of
our fathers HATH GLORIFIED HIS SON, JESUS," (Acts iii. 12-13). From
this, it would follow that Jesus was not glorified till after his ascension,
and that, therefore, our correspondent's assumption, that he came forth
from the grave in spiritual nature, is unfounded.

But even supposing it were to be allowed that his assumption is
correct, his argument is far from logical. The words he quotes from
Paul, ("planted together in the likeness of his resurrection,") while they
apply to the resurrection of Christ, do not apply to the resurrection of
the saints This will be obvious on a moment's consideration. Paul is
talking of a resurrection likeness, antithetically to a death likeness.
Now, when men are " planted together in the likeness of Christ's death,"
are they nailed to a cross ? It would require that they should, before
our correspondent's argument could be allowed any weight, because he
insists upon a literal construction of the resurrection likeness, and should
therefore be prepared to accept a literal construction of the death likeness.
No, men are not transfixed on a wooden cross when " planted together
in the likeness of his death." They are merely immersed in water;
this is A LIKENESS, a resemblance to his death. What is the likeness of
his resurrection, of which Paul is talking. He makes this point clear in
the following words, found in the very place under consideration : " That
like as Christ was raised-up by the glory of the Father, we also should
walk in NEWNESS OF LIFE," (Rom. vi. 4.). His argument is that as in
immersion, we go through a likeness of the death of Christ, so in our
life subsequent to immersion, our life, morally, ought to be as new,.in
relation to former life, as Christ's actual life, after glorification, was
different from that which ]^e had when in the flesh. " Knowing this
that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin," (Rom. vi. 6).

4—" Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection ; oh
such, the second death hath no power. (Rev, xx. 6). Hence, says our
correspondent, none of the wicked can be raised at that time. This appears
to follow, but it does not follow. What is it to " have part in the first
resurrection ?" The word translated part is meros, and this is denned,
by.. Parkhurst, to mean " a piece, part, portion, fellowship, lot," &c,
hence, to have part in the first resurrection, is to have a "piece, portion,
fellowship, or lot,', at the c6ming of Christ. There will be many at the
judgment seat who will be dismissed without a "part, piece, portion, lot,
or fellowship." The King will refuse to own them. On such, the
second death hath power, but on those who attain to the condition ot
things that John witnessed and described as " the first resurrection,"—
viz. a living and reigning with Christ a thousand years<—" the second
death hath no power." As Jesus says, " Neither can they die any more, for
they are equal unto the angels."

But suppose we take our correspondent's view, we should be committed
to something which he is not piepared for,—viz. that the second death
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will prevail over everyone at the end of the thousand years, except those
who have been immortalized at the commencement; and consequently
that Christ's work in abolishing death is to be limited ta those who are
raised at His coming; that is to say, that the thousand years' reign is to
pass away without any permanent result. Mankind are to be made
happy under righteous and immortal rulers for a thousand years, and
then enshrouded in the blackness of universal death ! How is this, it
may be asked. A moment's reflection will show it. The argument is
that to have a part in the first resurrection, is to be raised at the beginning
of the thousand years, instead of the end. On such the second hath no
power. If so, it hath power on all raised at the end of the thousand
years. This does not follow, it may be said. How can it be otherwise?
If to have a part in the first resurrection means to rise at the beginning of
the thousand years, and if the peculiar blessedness of that privilege is that
the second death hath no power over those attaining to it, it is clear
there can be no exemption from the second death at what would be
considered, numerically, the second resurrection. On the other hand,
if there is a class who will escape the second death at the end of the
thousand years, or " second resurrection," so considered, then there is no
meaning in connecting this blessing with the " first resurrection " as its
peculiar attribute. Either there is no resurrection to life at the end of
the thousand years, or the blessedness of the " first resurrection " has
reference to the fate of a class contemporaneous with itself. There is
no escape from this. If there is an escape from the second death at the
end of the thousand years,, obviously the blessedness mentioned in
connection with the " first resurrection " is not peculiar to it. The real
fact is that there will fee a class at the resurrection who will have no "part"
in it. They will come forth, not " to the resurrection of life," which is
the first, (or chief, highest, best,—see Lexicon), resurrection, but to "the
resurrection of condemnation." AT THAT TIME, many of them that sleep
in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to
shame and everlasting contempt. (Dan. xxii. 2.).

But the principal obstacle is found in the words, " The rest of the dead
lived not again till the thousand years were finished." This is assumed to
apply to the unfaithful servants of Christ, but this is evidently a mistake,
because at the time when that is developed which John styles the " first
resurrection,"—viz. a living and reigning with Christ, the judgment
which disposes of the unfaithful and rewards the worthy, is past. The
" rest of the dead" cannot apply to the unfaithful amenable to
the judgment seat of Christ, inasmuch as if they are to be raised at that
time, their resurrection and condemnation are accomplished facts at the
time when these words are used. If they apply to a specific class, it is a
class not amenable to the judgment which Jesus brings to bear on His
household, and a class undealt with until the general closing of the
account between God and the human race at the close of the thousand
years. Possibly it may refer to men like Nero, and others great in
wickedness who are unpunished in the present life, and who though
outside of specific IBW to God, have acquired a degree of moral respon-


