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= e charia A
Introduction

*
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF ZECHARIAH THE PROPHET

Zechariah lived at a most significant epoch of Jewish history.
The seventy years captivity in Babylon, predicted by Jeremiah
(Jer. 25:12. 29:10. Dan. 9:2) had come to an end; Babylon had
fallen before the Medo-Persian onslaught, and after reigning jointly
with Dadus for two years (Dan. 5:31), Cyrus had assumed
sole authority over the Empire.

He immediately introduced a policy of religious tolerance. One
of his first acts was to issue a decree inviting the Jewish exiles to
retumn to their homeland, and rebuild the Temple at Jerusalem
(Ezra 1:2). This fulfilled the two hundred years’ old prophecy of
Isaiah who had actually named Cyrus as the one who would open
the way for the Jews to return (Isa. 44:28).

The greatest exciternent prevailed among spiritually-minded
Jews in Babylon when the decree was published (Psalm 126). Two
men, Zerubbabel and Joshua, undertook to organise the return.
Zerubbabel (known alse as Sheshbazzar — ¢p. Ezra 5:16 with
Zech. 4:9) was a descendant of David (1 Chron. 3:9-19), and the
acknowledged leader of the people; Joshua was high priest. Together
they represented the civil and religions authority of Israel.

Some 49,697 Israelites (Ezra 2:64-65) of all tribes and classes,
including Haggai and Zechariah through whom Y.hweh sub-
sequently revealed His purpose as His prophets, responded to the
call. They uprooted themselves from Babylon to commence the
long and wearying trek back to the land of their forefathers. A
difhcult four month’s journey lay before them (Ezra 7:9), but full
of enthusiasm, they were undeterred by the prospect of it. They
were moved by a religious zeal. They knew that Yahweh was with
them, and they believed that they had sufficient faith to surmount
any problem that might face them. Moreover, they had the full
suppost of the pawerful Persian Govemment. By decree of Cyrus
they were not only encouraged to retum, but were given the
vessels of the Temple that Nebuchadnezzar had seized 70 years
before, together with a large sum of money to assist them in the
work they had set. themselves to do (Ezma 1:7). . )

What more' could they wish for? With the backing of the
most powerful monarch of the day, with sufficient wealth to
establish their project, and with the assured blessing of Heaven
above, they could not faill T
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The only thing they lacked (but they did not then realise
this) was sufficient faith to enable them to “remove mountains.”
They were to be faced with mountsins of difhculties that would
test them thoroughly, and find them wanting.

On arrival in the land they saw the full extent of the work
before them: cities neglected, Jerusalem in ruins, the site of the
Temple a charred mass of burnt debri. They had expected all this,
however, and it did not deter them. Anxious to grapple with the
work, they took up their abodes in various places, and awaited the
seventh month when, appropriately, they celebrated the Feast of
Tabernacles that commemorated their deliverance from Egypt (Lev.
23:39-43). At this time, also, they set up the Altar, amanged for

lar services of worship, and made initial preparations for the
building of the Temple (Ezra 3).

Al this activity was viewed with hostility by surrounding
nations, And the Jews became increasingly conscions of this. Though
still full of enthusiasm for the work before them, it was now inter-
mixed with a measure of fear, as they sensed the growing antagon-
ism manifested by their neighbours {Ezra 3:3). The Jews had
many enemies who did not want to sce a powerful Judah arise
again on their borders.

In this atmosphere of growing hostility the work began. The
Temple site was cleared of the rubble and rubbish of scventy
ears of desolation, and the foundations were laid. The people at
ast saw some tangible result of their labors, and celebrated it with
manifestations of the greatest joy. A special service of thanksgiving
was amanged, and the people met together to thank Yahweh for
His goodness towards them.

But there were mixed feelings at that gathering. Some, who
were old and had seen Solomnon's Temple in its glory, wept when
they saw the state of the ancient site, and the poverty of the new
foundations in comparison with the previous glory seventy years
before. They could not resist their tears of grief as they recalled
the fallen glory of Israel. But their lamentations were drowned by
the excited shouts of joy that arose from thousands of throats, as
the younger members of the congregation saw the evidence of
something accomplished. Their cries of exultation triumphantly
echoed among the hills and valleys of Jerusalem, until the whole
city seemed wrapped with the sounds of joy (Ezra 3:13).

A shortlived joy it wast When the advemsaries of the Jews,
and particularly the Samaritans, heard that the children of the
captivity were building the Temple, they took counsel together,
and laid plans to defeat the project.

They fist tried subtilty; they cunningly offered to assist in
the building, hoping to take the Jews off guard, and sabotage the
work from within. But Zerubbabel was too astute to be taken in
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by these offers of friendship. “Ye have nothing to do with us to
build an house unto our God,” was his reply (Ezra 4:13).

Nothing daunted by this opposition, the adversaries tried other
means. “They weakened the hands of the people, and troubled
them in building” (v.4). They corrupted the Persian officials with
bribes, so that the promised help became tardy and ineffectual
(Ezra 4:5, 7). They petitioned the court of Persia, making false
accusations agamnst the Jews, and calling upon the Govermnment to
stop the rebuilding of the Temple.

In the meantime, Cyrus had died, and their representations
were given sunpathetic consideration by his successor.

It was a troublous time for the Persian administration. The
death of Cvrus was followed by the reign of his son Cambyses
who continued for a little over 7 years. grrlx his death, the throne
was seized by an usurper, known to history as Smerdis, but called
Artaxerxes in Eara 4:7. His position as ruler was precarious, for
he was faced by many enemies. Desperately searching for allies,
he was not in a position to suppert such an unpopular cause as
that of the Jews. Pressed by the powerful adversaries of Zerubbabel,
and seeking to placate them, he issued a decree that the building
of the Temple should cease forthwith (Ezra 4:21).

It seemed the death-knell to all Jewish hopes. Triumphantly
their enemies demanded that the work cease in compliance with
the Persian decree. By “force and power” (Ezra 4:23) they saw
that it was carried out, probably demolishing all that had been
built up (cp. Ezra 3:10 with Hag. 2:18 — %5 vears later}.

The work thus eame to an untimely end. Instead of the
Temple site being a hive of industry, with people active and happy
in the work of Yahweh, the work ceased, the Temple grounds
became deserted, the people rctumed fo their domestic activities
thoroughly discouraged.

A state of depression scttled over the nation. The enthusiasm
of the people had completely evaporated. They tumed from the
work of God, and gave themselves to building up their own
material rtesources, spending lavishly on their homes whilst the
Temple lay neglected (Haggai 1:4). They claimed that “the time
had not come for Yahweh’s house to be built” (v.2), thus using
Scripture to justify their indolence and inaction in the work of God.

Why should this happen? Why did Yahweh permit the
adversaries of Judsh to triumph and His work to languish, even
if only temporarily?

The answer i5, to test His workmen.

* Such questions are often asked as though the work of the
Lord should never suffer reverse. Some resson in such a way as
though the labor of the Truth should reveal only a triumphant
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procession from one success to the next. And when temporary
defeat comes (for absolute defeat is impossible in the work
of Cod), it is sometimes interpreted as an indication that we
should lay down our tools, declare that the “time is not ripe,” and
tumm to other things,

Thus the work of Yahweh is permitted to “lie waste.”

. Actually, the opposition Judah received was the people’s oppor-
tunity to demonstrate faith and courage. They should have con-
sidered it as a test on the part of Yahweh “to see what was in
their hearts” (Deut. 8:2). Even though the time period decreed
had not been fulfiilled, there was no need to so completely turn
from the work in hand. They should have heeded the example of
David. He desired to build the Temple, but when told that the
time was not ripe, he did the next best thing: he made preparations
for the building that Solomon later took in hand (1 Chron. 29:2-5).
Judah could have done likewise in the days of Zerubbabel, patiently
awaiting the time when God would remove the difficulties then
facing them. They let the opportunity to demonstrate their faith
and confidence in Yahweh slip from their grasp; their enthusiasm -
withered away because it rested upon their own strength.

" So the work ceased for a Hme.

It was at this period that the two prophets Haggai and
Zechariah arose to revive the flagging enthusiasm of the people.
Ezra 5:1 records:

“Then the prophets, Haggal the prophet, and Zecharish the son of
Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the
name of the God of lirael, even unto them.”

These two grophets co-operated together in a wonderful work,
supplementing the labors of each other. Zechariah seems to have
been a young man (his grandfather had retumed to the land with
Zerubbabel — Neh, 12:4), Haggai was presumably an old man
for he speaks as though he had seen the first Temple in its glory
{Hag. 2:3). Thus youth and experience worked side by side pro-
viding a wonderful example to the people of Isracl both young and
old. Such co-operation is valusble in every age; it is inculcated by
the Word, and makes for smoother, more effective work in the
service of Yahweh.

The words of encouragement and exhortation proclaimed by
the two prophets had the desired effect. They enthused the people
to the work. Once again Zerubbabel and Joshua took the lead in
reorganising the building of the Temple. The people became re-
energised by a new-found zeal. The work of building was recom-
menced, and once again Jerusalem became the scene of enthusiastic
labor.

But the adversaries of the Jews looked ugon this stiming
activity with the greatest antagonism. They challenged the Jews
8



as to their right to commence a work prohibited by the Persian
authoritics. They threatened that thev would lodge a complaint
with the govermment if it continued. But now the people were
determined to proceed come what may. and refused to give heed
to these threats. “The eve of their God was upon the elders of the
Jews, that thev could not cause them to cease. hll the matter came
to Darius” (Ezra 5:3).

[or Darivs Hystaspes now ruled, and a vast change had taken
place in the Persian administration. The adversaries of the Jews
had sought the help of the usurper Smerdis to obtain a decree
forcing the fews to cease their labors, but he had been overthrown
in favor of the legitimate ruler. As enemics of Smerdis, the Jews
automatically became the friends of Darius. He refused to take
the complaint of the Samaritans on its face value, and made proper
investigation into the matter. The archives of Persia were searched,
and a copy of the decree of Cyrus was discovered. Darius endorsed
this, and added to its provisions in favor of the Jews, by calling
upon t)hcir verv adversaries to assist in forwarding the work (Ezra
6:7-12)1

Here was direct evidence of Divine blessing. ‘It caused great
rejoicing among the people, and enabled the work to be brought
to a successful completion. The record declares:

“And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through the
prophesying of Haggui the prophet, and Zechuriah the son of Iddo. And
they builded, and finished it, according to the commandment of the
God of Israel” (Ezra 6:14).

Finally, through much tobulation, the work was nished, the
Temple rebuilt, and the worship of Yaohweh restored. He had
willed that this should be so, and the victory was His and not
that of the people. The motives by which the people had con-
tributed their energy and substance to the project had yet to be
revealed, for “all things are naked and open unto Him with whom
we have to do” (He%). 4:13). The prophecies of Zechariah bear
witness to this fact. ’

They also reveal that the incidents of the time were typical
of the work of the Lord fesus at his first and second advents. As
Zerubbabel and Joshua labored to build first the foundation and
then the Temple, so did he and so will he. He laid the foundation
of his spiritual Temple in the work he accomplished 1900 years
ago; he will return to complete it and reveal the headstone. He
will also supervise the building of a litersl Temple in Jerusalem in
the Age to come. His work in both particulars is foreshadowed in
the stiring, heroic times of Zerubbabel and Joshua when the Jews
struggled against tremendous odds to perform the work of God,
and bring it to a successful completion. The proghccy of Zechariah,
whilst relating to the future, is based upon the history of the past,
upon events with which he was very familiar in his day. His visions,
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built on the cvents of the times, must have been greatly encourag-
ing, and yet also sobering, to the people. His prophecy is thercfore
not only predictive of the futare, but flled with the drama of the
past, and packed with exhortations to courage and faith which sre
applicable today.

We know very little of the prophet himself apart from the
meagre references in Ezra and Zecgan'ah. He was the grandson of
Jdddo, a priest who returned undes Zerubbabel (Neh. 12:16), As
both prophet and priest he would have been greatly interested in the
completion of the Temple, and greatly excited to-receive the visions
of the glorions Temple to be erected in the futuse. As a priest of
the Aaronic order he would be able to serve in the former, and as
a king-priest of the Melchizedek order, he will be able to serve in
the latter.

May the Divine blessing be with us as we study this wonderful
book, that we might stand with Zechariah in that day of glorv.

ZECHARIAH 14:9
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Chronological Background

{See Isainh 45:1-13. Jer. 25:11-12, Jer. 29:10)

B.C. 606—1st invasion by Nebuchadnezzar. Captivity begins, to last 70
years {Jer. 25:11-12, 27:8).

B.C. 589.7-—Final invasion by Nebuchadnezzar in 9th year of Zedekiah
\3v6hich resulted in a two years' siege 2 Kings 25:1-2. 2 Chrop.
21).

B.C. §36—Decree of Cyrus. The reiurn organised under Sheshbazzar
(Zerubbabel). The altar built in the 7th month (Ezxa 1:1-8;

31

B.C. §35--2nd month. Foundations of bouse laid (Ezra 3:8).

B.C. 535-520—Samaritan opposition — the work ceases uniil completion
of 70 years from final invasion B.C. 587, when the Temple was
destroyed (Ezra 4).

B.C. 529—Cyrus died — succeeded by Cambyses his son, then by Smer-
dis and Darius Hystaspes (532), a relation of Cyrus who
reigned 35 years,

B.C. 520—20d vear of Darius. Haggai (6th month? and Zechariah (8th
month) prophecy. The work is renewed amid blessing (Hag.
2:19). By a new decree, Darius supports the Jews (Ezra 4:24,
with Ch. 6).

B.C. 519—In the 11th month, Zechariah receives his first seven visions
{Zech. 1:7-6:15).

B.C. 518—Deputation from Bethel (see note Zech. 7:2) on the eve of
the completion of 70 years from the dJdestruction of Temple.
Zechariah warns against mere formelism in religion, and pro-
mises a blessing for true repentance.

B.C, 516—Temple completed and dedication celebrated (Ezra 6:15).

The Second Year of Darius

The prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah are carcfully dated.
The two prophets Jabored in conjunction, stimulating the people to
labor in the work of Yahweh. This was in the second year of Darius,
king of Persia {Zech, 1:1. Ezra 4:24. Ezra 5:1). Significant dates
of this year are as follows:

6th month—Haggai’s first prophecy (Hag. 1:I-15).

Tth month—Haggai’s second prophecy (Hag. 2:1.9).

8th month—Zechariuh’s introductory exhortation (Zech, 1:1).
9th month—Haggai’s 3rd and 4th prophecies (Hag, 2:10-23),
11th mounth—Zecharish’s seven night visions (Zech, 1:7-6:15).
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Analysis of the Prophecy

Theme:

This is enigmatically given in Zechariah 1:1, as expressed in
the meaning of the names there supplied: Zechariah = “Yah hath
remembered,” Berechiash = *“Yah hath blessed,” Iddo = “The
appointed time.” These names in conjunction proclim the message,
“Yahweh hath remembered and Yahweh hath blessed at the
appointed time.” This is the encouraging theme of Zechariah's
prophecy.

The prophecy is divided into four parts which should again be
subdivided according to their various messages. The main divisions
are as follows:

1. A series of seven visions given during one night, whist the
Temple was in course of being erected (Chps. 1.6:8).

2. A series of enacted parables that are shown to be typical of the
future (Chp. 6:9-Chp, 8).

3. Undated prophecies which reveal the limitations of the work
then being undertaken (Chps. 9-11}.

4. Prophecy of the coming Dav of Yahweh, setting forth the
glotious consummation of His purpose (Chps. 12.14).

Zechariah's prophecies draw largely upon the events of his day
as a foundation for his prophetic vision of the fulure. Thus his
message was designed to give encouragement then and now, for it
draws a vivid picture of the glorv to be manifested upon earth in
the age to come. Certainly liy messages affirm that the humble
willing service of faithful men and women will not go unnoticed
nor unrewarded.

We proceed now to give o more detailed outline of the four
parts of the Book of Zechariah, which were briefly introduced above,

Part 1: Early Prophecies — Chps. 1-6:8
Temple Being Rebuilt.

Introduction: True Repentance will be Rewarded — Chp. 1:1.6. -
1. Vision : Zion shail see Prosperity — Chp. 1:7-17.
2. Vision : Four Craftsmen Temfy Israel's Adversates — Chp.
1:18-21. '
3. Vision : Jerusalem’s Downtreading is Limited — Chp. 2.
4. Vision : A Change of Raiment for the High Priest — Chp. 3.
5. Vision : The Whole Earth to be Illuminated by Divine Light
— Chp. 4.
12



6. Vision : The Flight of the Storks — Chp. 5.
7. Vision : Two Mountains of Brass and Four Chariots of War
— Chp. 6:1-8.

Some authorities suggest treating Chapter 5 as two visions.
However, a careful consideration of the matter will reveal it to
be a continuous vision, the latter portion developing out of the
former.

Notice that these seven visions commence with the statement
that Yahweh “is sore displeased with the heathen” (Chp. 1:15),
and conclude (after the tour warriorchariots have completed their
mission) with the statement: “They have quieted My spirit”
{Chp. 6:8).

In these seven visions, Yahweh strongly affirms His covenant
to redeem and restore His people (“seven” is the covenant
numbert). They are graduated visions, revealing the following
interesting sequence:

(1) Zion shall see prosperity due to {2) the work of the four
craftsmen who will (3} cause the downtreading of Jerusalem to
cease. (1) Jerusalem's glory will be graced by the coming High
Priest (the Lord Jesus), who (5} will cause the Lampstand of the
Spirit to illuminate the world, {6) darkened by apostasy, and (7)
through his four warrorchariots will overthrow the forces of the
Gentiles.

Part 2: Enacted Parables - Chps. 6:9-8:23.

The seven night visions are followed by:

1. Exiles from Babylon invited to witness the coronation of Joshua
— Chp. 6:9-15.

2. Deputation from Bethel instructed in the true principles of
Godliness — Chp. 7.

3, Words of encouragement, outlining the future blessing of
Jerusalem — Chp. 8:1-17.

4. Proclamation declaring that Fasts should be converted to jovful
Feasts — Chp. 8:18-23.

Again notice the sequence as it applies to the future (when
Gentilism will be overthrown by the conquests of Christ as outlined
in the seventh vision}):

1. The returning exiles from Babylon -~ Rev. 18:4 — will witness
the coronation of the Lord Jesus in the Temple — Zech 6:9-15,

2. The nations will be instructed in the true principles of religion
— Zech, Chp. 7 — See La. 2:2.4.
3. The Divine blessing will rest upon Jerusalem as the city of the
eat King — Zech. 8:1-17; cf. Matt. 5:35,
%le mouming of the present age will be tumed into joyful
celebrations in “the future sge” — Zech. 8:18-23. .
13



Part '3: 'Latér Prophécies — Chps.*9-11.
Jhese jnessages “are undated, and wefe probably given after
the’ Temple was completed. They can be sub-headed thus:
"1. Human™Conquerof ‘or Divine Prince of Peace?~—Chp. 9.
2. Thé Future Work of the Good Shepherd—Chp. 10.

3. The Rejechon of the Good Shepherd and the Scattenng of
the Flock (an enacted parable)—Chp. 11.

These prophecies reveal that Israel would agam be scattered,
the Temple again be overthrown, but that the ulbmate redemption
of the nation and people of Yahweh sis nevertheless sure. Thus
Zerubbabel, Joshua and their fellows (together with all who have
ears to hear) were taught that they should delight in dong the
will of Yahweh in anticipation of the ultimate glory to be revealed,
and mot limit their spintual vision to laboring only for the estab-
lishing of the temporary restoration then taking place, which would,
in duc time, be again overthrown. The lesson remains today.

There is nothing permanent in that which is being set up
now whether ecclesially or otherwise All will be replaced
at Christ’s return. But if we labor faithfully in these temporary
things, with our hopes centred upon that which will ultimately be
manifested, our labor will not be in vain in the Lord (1 Cor.
15.58).

Part 4;: The Final Consummation — Chps. 12-14,

These chapters provide a continuous prophecy, but can, for
convenience sake, be divided as follows: POPRESY

1. Israel to Seek the Good Shepherd — Chp. 12,

2. Israel to be Cleansed and Regrafted nto the Olive Tree —
Chp. 13.

3. The Glonous Consummation: Yshwel’s Name Universally
Honoured — Chp. 14.

v It is evident that these last chapters are given over to the Day
of Yahweh. There is continuous reference made to this fact —
sec Chp 123, 4, 6, 8, 9, 11, Chp. 13:], 2, 4; Chp. 144, 6, 8,
9,13, 20, 21. ]

" 'In these last chapters, Yahweh 15 mentioned some 30 times,

- Lc;usalem some 22 times, and the pations some 13 Hmes. The

y of Yahweh will see Him elevated over all, will witness
,{@:ftmlem magnified over the nations, and the Gentiles humbled

‘.before Earth’s future King. That <is the theme of these closing

“chapters of Zechariah’s prophecy.
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How to use these Notes

There are two ways in which we could have expounded
the prophecy of Zechanah — (1) by a detaled exposition, or (2)
by a verse by verse commentary, The former has the advantage of
providing vivid word pictures of what the prophet has recorded;
the latter has the advantage of taking the student directly to the
Word, 2and inviting lun to create his own pictures from the text
itself, aided by comments supplied.

We have adopted the latter course. We do suggest, however,
that in additon to these notes, frequent recourse be made to
Eureka, where detalled expositions are given wupon sections
of the prophecy. In Eureka vol. i, Zecharish 15 dealt with
at length m the sechon entitled: The Apocalypse m Zechanah, but
that by no means exhausts the author’s treatment of the prophecy.
By consulting the Index to both Elpis Isreel and Eureka numerus
other references will be found to the prophecy, and these, we
eamestly recommend, should be deeply considered.

As he studies the prophecy, the student needs to use his
unagination to picture the vivid scenes theren recorded. Try to
visualise what the prophet saw. As you read of the four horses of
vanous colors down among the myrtle trees, see them there.
Mentally behold the man with the measunng line, or Joshua in his
filthy garments. Thall to the coronation of Joshua, and participate
in ﬂ{e discussion with the deputation from Bethel as they enquire
concerning the fasts.

If we can create a mental picture of what we are reading, the
subject matter will be more completely imbedded on our munds,
and more permanently retained m our memories. Thus try to
memorise the subject matter of every chapter, so that the whole’
book, in broad outhne can be instantly brought into view. By these
means we will begin to THINK upon the words of the prophet, and
as we do that our study will have greater impact upon our thoughts
and actions,

These notes are designed for Bible marking. We beheve that
this is a most valuable exercise, and in lLine wath that which the
kings of Israel were commanded to do. They were required to write
for themselves a copy of the law, that it mliht be more greatly
impressed upon their minds, and that they might take greater heed
to its requirements (Deut. 17:18-20). As those who are called upon
to be kings of the future age (Rev. 5.9-10), we are wise if we
apply the spinit of this injunction to ourselves. We can do so

ough verse by verse markmg of a Bible. N

This takes time, but it 15 well worth the effort. It will help to™"
engrave the things leamed more completely on our minds. But .
what system shall we use? In Clgnsx'der Your Ways (study potes



‘on™Haggai), we have”set Bt 2 system’ of Bible midrking that we
have personally found extzemely valuable in our pilgrimage.
We feel sure that the reader will ikewise fnd some” such system’
of immense help, and of lasting value. ,

The notes m this bock are too voluminous for Bible marking
as they stand, however. The reader will need to reduce them con-
siderably. This also is a valuable exercise. Learn to economise with
words. First read the chapter of the Bible, give it a heading, sec”
tonise it, and then study it with these notes. Have by your side a
notebook, and jot down therein what you desire to record in your
Bible. Later on, mark it in the margin.

For example, note what we say conceming “The glory in the
midst of her” in Zech, 2:5. In my Bible that is reduced to the
following comment: .

“The Shekinah glory abeent trom the 2nd Tample. Ezekiel saw
de (Ezek. 8:4. 9:3, 104, 18. 11:23) but be also saw it fn

t form (Ezelk. 43:2). The Jews maw the firsifruits of ne
lorm at first advent (John 1:14). The Gospel call ks to that er.

3111, Acts 15:14. Isa. 43:7. 40.5. §6:18-19). Us frult is to be manifexted
Israel (Jer. 33:8.

9 L3

There is enougﬁ matter in this comment to occupy considerable
time if I were expounding upon this theme, and I only have to
notice the sequence of references placed together above, to know
what the extract means. I know, before I look it up, what Jer. 13:11,
Acts 15.14, ete, say, and I know how I would use them in
exposition. That only comes with practice. A reference to Jer. 13:11
reminds me of the se of Yahweh in drawing Israel out of
Egypt, what He requured of them, and the cause of their failure.

Against the statement “Lord of hosts” I have marked in the
margin of my Bible three references only, but they tell a story even
as I look at them. They are: Isa, 55:4. 2 Tim. 2:4. Rev. 19:14.
Without looking these passages up, I know that the first speaks of
Christ as our Commander, the second shows that we have been
called to be his soldiers and to please him, and the third tells of
the time when we can be associated with him as constituents of his
army bent on world conquest. And I know how all this can be
hnked with the belligerent title of Deity: Lord of hosts, or Yahweh
Sabaoth — He Who Shall Be Ammies, so that all that is necessary
for me is this line of quotations. But others may require more com-
ments in cxplanation thereof. Whatever system you use, use it
Simphfy your comments, make them clear and so write them up
that they will be essily undersstood ten years from now, Have
recourse to ‘Ka for guidance in your studies, persevere in these
exercises, and the prophecy of Zecharizh will live for you as it has
never lived before, giving you inexpressible pleasure and profit in the
process. You will perceive the joy set before you (Hebr. 12:2). The
eyes of your understzndi:g will be enlightened and you will see so
mach clearer the hope of your calling, and know so'much better
what is the riches of the GLORY of the inheritance, held out to the

saints (Eph. 1:1623). . = 18
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CHAPTER 1

The Divine Scouts and
Carpenters

INTRODUCTION - WARNING FROM HISTORY - Vv. 16

Zechariah calls upon the people to heed the lessons of the past
dand apply them to the present, giving themselves unreservedly to

the service of Yahweh.

VERSE 1

“In the eighth month, i the
second year of Darins”—See chron-
ology. Already in the 6th and 7th
months of this year, Haggai had
exhorted the people to *be moﬁ"
in their determination to do God's
will (Hag. 2:4), promising that if
they laboured in the work of re-
building the Temple to Yahweh's

ory, He would with them to

lp and bless them (Hag. 1:13).
Now Zecharish adds his testimony.

“The word of Yahwel”-—This is
authoritative and will perform the
purpose its Acthor desires of it
(Isa. 55:11).

“Zecharish,
These three names signify: “Yah
hath remembered,”
blessed,” “The appointed time,”
and thus express the theme of the
book: “Yahweh hath remembered
and Yahweh hath blessed at the
appoinied time.” The sevenly years
of desolation predicted by Jeremiah
(Ter. 25:12) were nearing their end,
ﬁdd the time of blessing was at

nd.

YERSE 3

“Furn ye onto me™--The events
of the times are typical of events
yet in the future, when the full
restoration of Israel will take
place. At that time, a similar ap-
peal will be made to the Jewish
people (cp. Jer. 3:14).

“Sgith the Lord of hosts"—Yah-
weh Tzvaoth, He Who Wilt Be
Armies. This is the belligerent title

17

of Deity indicating that the hosts
of heaven were prepared to come
to the aid of those addressed. See
jts use in Haggai 2, and Pauls
use of the title in Romans 9:29. It
is an indication of the forces that
could be enlisted on behalf of
Isracl, f the people would but
tum to God.

YERSE 4

“Be ye not »s your fathers”—
The tragedy of Israel's history was
the failure of the people to k-
en to the voice Yahweh's mes-
sengers, in consequence of which
the threatened judgments fell beav-
ily upon them (see 2 Kings 17:13-
2!25 2 Chron 36.15-17; Jer. 7:25-

“The former prophets”—Particu-
larly Jeremiah (Jer. 35.15) and
Ezckiel (Ezek. 18 30) Though their
predictions were opposed by the
false prophets of their day, and
ridiculed by the people (Jer. 530-
31; 6 13-14) they were vindicated
when the threatened punishment
came o pass

“They did nbot hear”—Sce the
repetition of this warning in Zech.
7:11 when the deputation came to
Zechariah regarding the celebration
of fasts,

YERSE §

“Your fathers where are they?
And the prophets, do they BNve
for ever?-—The “fathers,” namely
those to whom the Word was
spoken, as well as “the ro%hleu'
ot those through whom the Word
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came, had both passed away, but
the Word had proved trie. It
alone “shall for ever” (Isa
40:6-8), Events foretodd and ful-
filled in the past bore witness to
this fact. Predictions concerning the
future wonld thus likewise be vin-
dicated in due time, Zecharish was
thus able to presemt most power-

~"overtake.” Yahweh’s predicted
pumshments had been fulfilled,
and in this His word bad been
vindicated. So complete had been
the fulfilment, that even those
who bad initially doubted the
warnings of the prophets, had been
compelled to acknowledge the
truth of their words. See Jer. 7:3.

Ezek., 36:31. Lam. 2:8,17. As
Zechariah  declared, God “had
dealt with" Israel, according to its
ways.

ful credentials,
VERSE 6

“My words did they not take
hold of your fathers?™—See margin

1st Night Vision: THE MAN AMONG THE MYRTLE TREES
Vv, 7-17

Between Zechariah 1:7 and 6:8, the prophet records seven
visions thot he received during the course of one night. In this firat
one, he was shown a man upon a red horse standing among myrtle
trees. Behind him were three other riders on horses. From the
shadows these four looked out upon the world, and saw with dis-
satisfaction that whilst Gentiles lived in peace, Jerusalem was in
distress. The prophet then heard “good and comfortuble words"
spoken in regard to Jerusalem and Zion. He heard the promise
given that Yahweh's house would be completed, and through pros-
perity the cities would spread abroad.

As with all the might visions seen by Zechariah, this one had
an immediate application to the building of the Temple then under-
way through the supervision of Zerubbabel and Joshua. But the ulti-
mate and complete fulfilment awaits the future, when the Lord will
supervise the erection of the “house of prayer for dll nations” pre-
dicted in Isaish 56:7, Mark. 11:17.

The vision, therefore, was encouraging to those who were then
laboring under difficulties, and in the face of the opposition of
neighbouring nations who were “at ease” (Ezra 5:3-4), It revedled
‘to them that their immediate, work would be brought to a successful
conclusion, whilst also revealing that what they were doing was
typical of a greater glory in the future in which they could share.
It showed that from the shadows Yahweh overlooked His people for
good. His “eyes” were upon them (Eza 5:5). Yahweh Tzvaoth
fought for them through the Captain of the host (amy) whom Joshua
had seen (Josh. 5:15), and who stood in the paosition that Christ
occupies now (Isa. 55:4). Thus the triumph of Zerubbabel and
{oshua then, through the aid of the angelic ministering spirits (Heb.

:14), foreshadowed the greater victory and triumph of the future
‘when Christ and the sainis take over the work of the angels (Heb.

18
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The myrtle trees symbolise the Feast of Tabernacles, Such a
feast had been celebrated by the Jews that very year, and Haggai
had stood up before the people to proclaim Yahweh’s promise of
help (Hag. 2:1). The Feast of Tubernacles was the feast of har-
vest, deliverance and rejoicing, and foreshadowed the glory of the
Millenium (Zech. 14:16. Rev. 7:9-17).

VERSE 7

“The four and twentieth day of
the eleventh mounth” —  Three
months after the initial message
{v.1), and two months to the day
after Haggai's proclamation of im-
pending blessing (Hag. 2:18). Suf-
ficient time had clapsed to indicate
that the blessing was being poured
out promising a bountiful season.

“The month Sebaf”— Approx.
February. A significent month, for
then the almond tree blossomed,
and the fg tree began to “put
forth”—- symbols that the time was
at hand for the Divine blessing
(Jer. 1:11-12. Song. 2:13).

YERSE §

“A man®— Pesclx}l))ed das l.g:
messenger (angel, v,11), and apos
(one sent, v.10) of Yabweh, Thus
pointing to Christ (Heb. 3:1). This
man stands as the commander or
leader of those behind him. That
is the standing of Christ who is
the appointed Leader and Com-
mander of Israel (Isa. 55:4), re-
placing the authority of the angel
initially placed over the pation
{Exod. 23:20-21. Josh. 5:13). See
Heb. 2:5-10.

“Red  horse” Bloodshed and
war, for the horse was only used
for war in ancient times. It is fre-
quently used in Secripture symboli-
cally for ag army (Job 39:19-25.
chi. 10:3. Prov. 21:31, Jer. 8:6.
Rev. 19:11-16), There were four
ho y Zecharish, answer-
ing to the fourfold division of Is-
o e Rounquare stcampmacns

encampmen
of the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:16).
in Rev. 19:11-16, the saints are
rovealed in belligerent manifesta-
tion riding to war with Christ at
their ‘head, a similar representation
of that so Into

the hands of the saints will be
given the judgment of the nations
(Ps. 149:5-9. Dan. 7:14-18. Rev.
2:26-27) and through the outpour-
ing of this there will be brought
about the redempuon and peace of
Jerusalem.

“Myrtle trees”—"The myrtle has
been commonly associated with
love, peace and immortality from
time immemorial* (From Plants
of the Bible.) As “thorns” are sym-
bolic of rebellious Israel (Heb,
6.8), so the myrtle is of restored
and repentant Isracl (Isa. $55:13.
41:19. 61:3). Branches of the
myrtle were used for decorative
purposes i the Feast of Taber-
nacles which celebrated the re-
jowcing of deliverance (Lev. 23:40-
43 cp. with Neb. &:15). The myrtle
is thus emblematic of peace and
restoration. These horses among
the myrtle trees show forth the
ultimate purpose of God: to es-
tablish peace after the judgments
of war. They are like scouts sur-
veying the work of conquest that
is shown as completed in the final
vision received by Zecharish that
night (Zech. 6:1-8).

“In  the bottom”— Rotherham
renders: “The shade.” They were
sheltering under booths made of
the myrtles above, again emblem-
atic of the Feast of Tabernacles
and the coming epoch of deliver-

d  him, he stands ‘forth as
their Commander in chief. Behind
him there are three other horses:
50 that there are only four in all.
V.8 should read: “Behind him were
horses: red, speckled and white”
(sce R.V.). These four horses rep-
resent the saints in  belligerent
manifestation. There are four be-
cause the saints comprise spiritual
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!srael (Eph. 2. 12~13 Rev, 7:4-8),
and thus take theic patiern from

the Israel of the past which was
divided into four sections when it
marched

saints
the future (Rev 5:5. 19:11).
33;‘3«1"-—-3100&!106 (cp. Ier. 25:

fying 1o be .;o&?"’“x
nsm ng to wil
bnsht an extension of b
shed. The margin readens "ba -
and in Arabic “bay,” or aorrcll"
was considered an omen of ill
Thus the colour can weﬂ repre-
uent the after-eflects of war and
oodshed. even famine.

eb. *“laban” ~ used
for the wlmc of leprosy (among
other things, See Lev. 13), and
signifying pes The millen-
will be receded by & time of

ium

intense trouble (Dm. 12:1 m
which war, famine

{sec Hab, 3:5. Exzek. 38 chh

14:12) will ravage those nations
which refuse to heed the mercy
of Yahweh (Isa. 60 12, Jer. 25:33.
Dan. 7:11). By these disciplinary

judgmeots even the most obstinate
of nations will be ultimately humb-
led before Yahweh, that the bless-

ings of the Kingdom might follow
(Isa. 26:9).
YERSE 9

“The 1 that talked with me”

- The vision was supervised by a
presiding angel, even as events are
supervised by them for the bene-
fit of the eloc! (Heb. 1:14).

YERSE 10

“These are they whom Yahweh
hnlhauﬂowulktomdﬁoﬂ:mn:gb
the exxth® — They constitute the
eya"otYlhweh cp. Zech. 4.1

theangekhannctedm
Bumy {Gen. 18:21, 2 Chron.

69. an. 4:17. Fzra 5:5), In the
future, the saints will so act (Heb.
2:5. Zech, 4:10). R.otherham ren-
ders “walk” as “go.” The saints

*20

shall go to and fro throughout the
carth, as the eyes of Yahweh zub-
jecnng mankind | to ugtit
“all the earth aitteth nil! and is
at rest” Before the actual out-

ring of judgment in the future

the work of conquest will
ﬁxz}t be surveyed (Isa. 40:10. Hab.

VERSE 11

“The angtl amo mﬁk
trees”— The “man™ nﬁ v.8is
styled an “angel” becanse be is
representative of Christ the LoNl
clothed wpon with Divine nature,
g: is yg,ncn‘bed 23 being "lmong

myrtle trees™ to distinguish
from the presiding angel who ex-
plains the vision to Zechbarizh.

VERSE 12

“How long?™— This has been
the continuous and unremitung cry
of the saints down the ages (Dan.
12:6. Rev. 6:10. Hab. 1:2. Ps.
74.10. Rev. 13:10).

“These  three-score and ten

Ton capiivity of Babston e Jor
captivity o er

25:11). The Jews hJ claimed that
the time-period had not been yet ful-
filled (Hag. 1:2), and had turned
from the work of God. But the
sevenly years had now fully clapsed
since the destruction of the Temple,
and Zechariah's contemporaries wefe
to witness itg restoration, the rebuild-
ing of Jerusalem and the revival of,
the nation. As Jeremizh's time-
period peared its end, Daniel had
prayed for the restoration of the
nalt‘xion tgDan 9: bfl);tm‘t!h he had been
to at Wi e roghecy
wouig. bcﬁ; Howed by thﬁgg ophecy
wou (o) pr
of seventy “wecks,” at the cud of
which thers would be witnessed

ding of dﬁenng, the M
ending of sin of

of reconcilistion for iniquity, me
bringing in of everlastin,
eonmeu, the ualin

h
the Rdmp e;?!val (Dan. 9:24). All
this way wcpmgh"n‘hed by the Lord
Jesus at his sdveat as an
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ecarpest of things to come. The
?mphecy. however, secems to call
'or & double application, so that
the second advent will see the final
fulfilment of that initiated st the
first. In the Hebrew, the word
“weeks” is literally “sevens™ with-
cut specifying whether  weeks,
years, of jubilees are intended,
Thus “seventy scvens” are “deter-
mined opoun thy people.” As seven-
iy weeks on a day for a yesr
principle {see Gen. Ezek.
46). the prophecy waa fulﬁlled
t the first advent. Bul 2s seventy
hbileel, it will be fulfilled at the
lecond advent, numbening the be-
ginning of the Jubudees from the
time when all tnbes bad been
allotted their portion of the land
by Joshua, In Leviticus 25:8, the
Jubilee is described as 8 “week of
sabbaths,” or seven sabbaths, It
bas been suggesied that seventy of
such sevens reach from the distri-
bution of the land to the tribes
unto the epoch of the establish-
ment of the Kingdom in the pear
future (see W, H. Carter in Pro-
ecy and Chronology). It is sig-
nificant that Danic! should bave
been drawn to conssder Jeremiah's
?D rophecy seventy years
en. 9:2), md then immediately
given the prophec¥ of the
seven:y sevens (v. 24). It suggests
some link between them. This hnk
seems established by Zechariah's
report of the angel’s words, for
they revealed that whilst there was
& preliminary fulfilment of the
vision then, the final and complete
fulfilment is reserved for the fut-
ure. Meanwhﬂe the vision would
encourage them in the work they
were then do‘i:: ga ite the D&-
couragements they experie 5
They would know Yahweh
was Jooking out from the shadows
upon their {abours and would
come to their belp im time of

E 13
“The sugel hlhd“k with me with
words”— These  were ‘words that

¢ prophet ,could take back to

Ei

B

a1

the people to encourage them, im-
pressing them with the realisation
that they were labouring to bring
to completion a work that fore-
shadowed God’s ultimate purpose
with Israel and Jerusalem.

VERSE 14

“I am fealous for Jervsalem”—
This is the holy city, and the land
is the holy land. The word “holy™
depotes that which Yahweh has
separated for His exclusive vse.
Where this “boliness” is not rec-
ognised, people and nations trest
such thmgs as common, and this
desecration arouses the jealousy of
Yahweh on bchnlt of His own.
The same Hebrew word is also
transiated “zeal.” Yahweh'’s
shail preserve the remnant of His
people (Isa 37.32), cause Him to
arm His warriors agaiost the ene-
mies of His people and land (Isa.
59:17), supervise the su
prosecution of the coming war of
conquest (fsa. 42:13, Zech 82),

ather the nations together for

judgment (Zeph, 3.8), and establish
tgh;)throne of David in glory (Isa.

“Ror Jerusalem and for Zion”—
‘The holy city and the holy mount,
which Gentiles cannot oppress with
impunity (Joel 2:18).

VERSE 15

“The heathen at ease”™— The ne-
tions were at ease in the days of
Zechariah, and indifferent to the
struggles of the Jews to re-estab-
bsh themselves in the land. In
fact, they helped forward the afflic-
tion by putting every obstacle be-
fore the work in hapd, The same
attitude has been adoptnd by Gen-
tiles towards work of the
Truth in every nge. and js the
attitude mamfested by the waﬂd
towards the revwal ol Israel in
the present -zc i not right
in YahWeh's ght tha lhoae who
oppose His work and
should be at case. In the
Zechariah, He moved to vmgclm
His with Judah, to restort
the Temple, and to frustrate those
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Epcﬁin the work; in these days
shall do hkcmse, thus bring-
ing His work to & successful con-
summation, Thus there was en-
couragenient for the labourers of
Zechariah’s day in this vision, as
these is for us today.

“They belped forward the afflic
tion®—- And thus offended Yahweh
2Szt.:zsler 2:3. 30:16. 50.7. Ezek,

VERSE 16
“I s rehurned to Jerusslem

true
. 547, Jer.

“My house shall be bullt in #”
The work to which the prophets
d the people had put their hands
those times would be brought
a successful completion. That
is the primary application of this
statement, and therefore must have
of great encouragement to

the prophet es well as 1o the peo-
ple when he relayed to them Yah-
weh's message, But it also has its
future, and more important, appli-
cation. Yahweh's house, the
Temple, is yet to be restored as
a “houss of pra er for all pations™
(Mark 11 15-17 Isa, $56:7). Like
the Temple of Sclomon that fore-
shado it, it will be built accord-
ing to Divine plans, and with the

|

3-8

aid of foreign labour (Isa. 60.10)."
The work will be supervised b
Christ (Zech. 6:12), He shall of-
ficiate as King-priest (Ps. 110.
Zech, 6:13), His immortabised fol-
lowers will be associate king-
priests (Rev. 5:9). All nations, and
people, will assemble there for
worship (Zech, 14:16, 8:22.23. Isa,
2:24). The Divine glory, once re-
vealed by the Shekipah Light shin-
ing in the Most Holy (Ps. 80:1)
will in the future be manifested
through the immortalised saints
gz:;) 43:1-5. Dan. 12:3, Matt,

“Alineﬁlllbelﬁ'etchedfodh

upon Jerusalem”—

size (Jer, 31:39). This cn%nrged

Jerusalem of the future will be a
for it shall be “built

Temple-cit
> (er. 31:38).

to Yahw

VERSE 17

“Cry_yetl”— That is,
voice in a loud cry.
thrilling message for those hms
when the people were ;tnz g
against posmon to rebui
Tcmp!e,oﬁ is & thrilling musage
for us today.

“My dties through pmsperity

shall

Rotherham renders “Shaﬂ over-
flow with blessings,” Not on!y
Jerusalem, but all Xsrael

rebuilt,

lift u% your

2nd Vision: THE FOUR HORNS AND THE FOUR
CARPENTERS - Vv. 18-21

ISRAEL TRIUMPHANT OVER HER ENEMIES
Zechariah's attention is drawn to four horns, and he is told
that these represent Israel's enemies. He is then shown four car-
penters, and is told that these would overthrow the oppressors of

Israel.

VERSE 18

“Fotl: homs”—“Hotns” in Bible
symbol represent nauons X
8:21-22. Rev 17:12). nagel’s
interpretation (Zech. ll9) shows
that they represent the four great
world powers .of the Image of
Daniel

2,

22

VERSE 20

“Four carpenters”—Lit. “Arti-
ficers” or “craftsmen.” The symbol
was apprapriate to the times, for
there were many such who were
faithfully labourin etf in the Temple.
‘The honor seserved for them, as for
all the chosen and faithful of every
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age is to “execute judgment upon
the pations™ (Rev. 2.26. Psalm
149:5-9), The carpenter of Galilee
has led the way (Mark 6:3. Matt,
13:55). The number “four™ identi-
fies these craftsmen with Israel,
There were four Cherubim (Ezek.
1), four Living Ones (Rev. 5'8), the
four-sided new Jerusalem (Rev. 21:
16). In Bible numerics, four repre-
sents creative works, as is suggested
by the Hebrew root of the word. The
sun appeared on the fourth day,
poioting forward to the “Light of
the world” (John 8:12) who ap-
?eamd at the fourth millenium
rom creau(m. to lay the founda-

on of the “new creation” (Rev.
3 14) Israel was divided into four

44

encampments, under the standards
of Judah, Reuben, Ephraim and
Dan (Num. 2) with the Tabernacle
in the middle, and thus became the
symbol of the true Israel of God
(Epb. 2:12) surrounding its spirit~
ual Tabernacle, the Lord Jesus
(Heb 9.11).

The four carpenters, or artificers,
will not merely ternfy the horms,
but re-shape the world upoa the
enduring foundation of Divine law
and wisdom.

VERSE 21

“To fray them"— This is short
for “affray,” and signifies to “terri-
fy" or “put to fear,” for which
see Micah 7.16-20.



CHAPTER 2

Future Destiny of

Jerusalem

3rd Vision: JERUSALEM’S DOWNTREADING LIMITED
In his first vision, Zecharigh saw that Yahweh, from the
shadows, overlooked the destiny of Israel, and through His Divine
army he would move for its redemption. In his second vision, he was
shown the means whereby the Gentiles would be terrified and over-
thrown. Now he is shown that Jerusalem's persecution is limited, and
its exaltation to the dignity of Yahweh's throne is sure (fer. 3:17).
The prophet saw 4 man with a measuring line, and learned the
purpose of his labors: Jerusalem shall be inhabited, Israel shall be
restored, and the glory will return. Again, the vision of the night had
relation to the labors of the day, for “a mon with a measuring line”
must have been a familior figure to the workers in the Temple. Here,
then, was ¢ message of encouragement for them as well as for us.

THE MAN WITH THE “Breadth and Jength thereof”—
MEASURING LINE ~-Vv 1.5 _ The extent as well as the dura-
tion of Israel's affliction is limited.

VERSE 1 . No matter how men might try,
“Behold”—The word indicales {hey will never desiroy the Jew

to “take note.” The fortumes and  (Ter, 30:11),
misfortunes of Israel and Jeru-
salern are signg which every true yERsgE 3

bserved wi
oot ey, Overved Wik the ufhe angel that talked with me”

. He supervised the visions, ex-
“Line”--The word in Hebrew it .
is “chebel,” 3 different word to Il)ggiwl,:!g, lezte,ml;f) C%ecbla?f)h (cl:}lie)

that used in Ezekiel 40:3 or Zech. occupied the position now assumed
1:16. The word occurring in those . . .

places indicates a measure as to g.yzzthaR:;‘a’n.ni:;vord, Rev. 2.7, 1 Pet.
size, but “chebel” is used in Scrip- e e w

ture in the sense of measuring off  “Went forth™—Lit “came for-
for punishment (2 Sam. 8:2. Amos Ward" to meet and direct the
7:8,17). In the former place, other angel.

David measured the Moabites, vERsE 4

some for death and others for "
slavery. This has been the lot of  JRum, speak fo this young man
Ysracl at the hands of the Gentiles —To the man of v.1, calling upon

him to cease measuring, for the
throughout the ages. time of blessing had come, A
VERSE 2 sense of urgency is suggested in

“To measure Jerusalem®— This the word “run.” He was to basten
indicates that a time limit is placed to limit the measuring of perse-
uponr Jerusslem’s afflictions, and cution. There was a partial ful-
though the time is not bere speci- filment of that in the prophet’s
fied, the fact that there is a “set day, as both he snd H bad
time” to favour Zion is indicated revealed that the time of blessing
clsewhere (Ps. 102:13. Heb. 11:3- had come (se¢ mote Zech. 1:1);
Disg. Acts 17:26. Acts 1:7. Luke but the fulness of the vision
21:24). " awaits the future,
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“Jerusalem”— Jerusaiem is here
used representatively of Fsrael as
a whole, it is also in other places.
e.g. Ezek. 23:4, Zech., 8:3. Thus
the context speaks of Jerusalem
as “towns (plural} without walls.”

YERSE §

“A wall of fire”— Such a wall
protected Isracl when the nation
left Egypt (Ex. 14:19-20). Tt served
as a visible token of the Divine
presence. The Divine presence and
protection i promised here again
(see Isa, 26:1. 4:5),

“The glory in the midst of her”
-~ In the Most Holy of the Taber-
nacle and Solomon’s Temple, the
glory of Yahweh was manifested
by a glowing light shining above
the Mercy Seat between the
Cherubim. Bzekiel, in 2 time of
great apostasy, saw the glory of
Yahweh depart from the Temple
and city (Ezek. 8:4. 9:3. 10:4, 18.
11:23), and the people left
to their own resources. But he
also predicted the return of 1he
Glory at the coming advent of the
Lord, when the glorious “house of
prayer for all nations” will be
erected. The glory fo return wiil
be in a different form fo that
which departed, however. The
glory of the past was a glowing
tight; that of the future will be
the manfestation of Yahweh in a
great company of glorified ones,
the chief of whom declared that
he was the *light of the world"
(Jobn 8:12). So Ezekiel declared
“The glory of the Elohim (mughty
ones) of te~d came from the way
of the east {the direction in which
it had departed (Ezek. 11:23); and
bis voice was like the noise of
many waters (ie. a grest multi-
tude) and the carth shined with
bis glory” (Ezck. 43:2). Here is
Divine glory manifested in a multi-
tude. It was the bope of Paul that he
should attsie unio it (Rom. 5:2).
We are called to that glory, for
Yshweh i taking “out of the
nations” s people for His name
(Acts 15:14), that is, for His glory
{Isa. 43:7. Isa. 40:5. 66:18-19).
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That is His purpose with Israel
both national and spiritual (Jer.
13.11), and it will yet be accom-
piished (Jer. 33:8-9).

SAVE THYSELF, ISRAEL
~—VYy. 67

VERSE 6

“Come forth, and flee” — Chnist
will “build again the tabemacle
of David which is fallen down"
(Acis  15:16), by a complete
national restoration “as in the days
of old” (Amos 9:11). The services
of Elijah and his associates will
be used to that end. They will
convey the Divine invitation to
scatiered Israzl to retumn home
{Mal. 4:5.6), and the full ingather-
g will then take place (Ezek.
39:25; Rev. 18:4). Israel will not
only be saved hut converted and
transformed (Ezek. 20:33-38; Rom.
11:26).

“The land of the north” — The
context describes this as all points
of the compass, for “I have spread
you abroad as tbe four winds of
the heaven.” To the Hebrew, the
north was the place of obscurity.
The Hebrew word (Tsawphon)
signifies “hidden,” “dark,” “un-
known,” and comes from a root
meaning io hide by covering over,
to hoard, or reserve. Al these
ideas are expressed in the word
“north” as wused in this verse.
Israel was scatiered into the Jand
of obscurity, and was there hid-
den, reserved, or hoarded for
Yahweh's purpose. From the same
root as the word “porth” comes
the Hebrew expression translated
“hidden ones” in Psalm 83:3. So
from the place of obscurity, where
Israel has been hidden or reserved,
;be people will be called back
ome,

YERSE 7

“Deliver thyself, O Zion” ~ In
the days of Zechariah this was
doubtless an appeal to those Jews
in Babylon who had not returned
under the decree of Cyrus. But the
prophecy relates primarily to the
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future, when Babylon the Great shall
come inlo judgment. Before the
full weight of Divine vengeance
will be unleashed against Catholic
Burope, the Jews will be invited
back home {sce Rev. 18:4). The
Revised Version renders: “Ho
Zion, escape thou!”

RETRIBUTION ON THE
GENTILES — Vv. 813

YERSE 8

“After the glory” — Afler the
apocalypse of glory in Christ and
the saints (1 Tim, 6:15-16; Rom.
§:2: 2 Pet. 1:4: Rev. 3:12). The
judgment of the household pre-
cedes that of the world {1 Pet
4:17). After Christ is glorified in the
saints (2 Thess. 1:10), be will tum
his attention to the world at large.

“Hath He sent me” — Yahwebh -
of hosts (armies) is the speaker..

Christ is the manifestation of
Yahweh, and the Commander of
the Armies 1o be revealed (Isa.
55:4). The saints ¢omprise the
armies under him (2 Tim. 2:4;
Rev. 19:14). As an army marches
in the pame of its commander so
in this verse the unnumbered multi-
tude of the saints is classed under
tha single word “me." Each one
of them will be a manifestation of
Divine glory, united in attributes
and in nature with their head,
even Christ, and their Father, cven
Yahweh.

“The apple of His eye” — The
word should be “pupil” This is
the most tender part of the body,
and the ope that reacts immedi-
ately to any foreign matter touch-
ing it. Thus no one can touch the
?eople of God with impunity. See
er. 12:14; Ezek. 36:22-24; Isa.
54:17; Rom, 11:28,

VERSE 9

“] will shake mine hapd” — In
threatening aspect. The expression
is used eisewhere as a symbol of
the outpouring of Divine wrath
(Isa. 11:15; 19:16).

“They shall be a spoll to tl:eh-z6

~- The enemies of Israel
who have reduced them to slavery,
will become their slaves in turn.
See Isa, §1:22.52:6; 60:14-15.

“Ye shall imow” — See Exod
29:46. Israel as a nation never
came to really “know Yahweh,”
for to “know™ Him is to lay hold
of etemal life (Jobn 17:3).
To “know” in the true sense is lo
be begotten by Yahweh's seed, His
Spirit word, in such a way as o
produce fruit to His glory {1 Pet.
1:23; James 1:18, 2:18-20). When
Israet shall see the fulness of Divine
glory and power in the Lord Jesus
and the saints, they will recognise
how far they bave failed to appreci-
ate the goodness of Yahweh (Rom.
11:22). The apocalypse of Christ
will make this ifest, and draw
them close to their God.

VERSE 10

“I wil dwell in the midst of
thee” — This was Yzhweh's pur-
pose when He called His people
from Egypt (Bxod. 29:45), but
though they would not then hear
(Jer. 13:11), His purpose will be
fulfilled in tbe future age (Jer.
33:9; Rev. 21:3).

VERSE 11

“Many pations shall be jJoined
to Yshwed” ~— To be “joined”
signifies “converfed.” (See Jer. 3:
17-18; Zech. 8:22, 23; Isa, 60:12)
This will fulfil the promise to
Abraham—Gen. 17:4; Rom. 4:18.

“I will dwell In the midst of
thee” — See Ezekiel 48:8-13 where
a section of territory is described
as being taken out of the midst
of the Land for the exclusive pur-
pose of Yabweh, He will dwell
in the midst of Israel in the
of ist aod the saints (Matt.
23:39, 13:43; Ezek. 48:35).

YERSE 12

*Yahweh sball inherit Judah his
iv the holy land” — Ezekiel
48:8-13 shows that a large portion
of the Land of Promise will be
taken over by the Lord as 2 holy
oblation, or portion, to be used
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exclusively for the universal Divine
worship {0 be set up at the Mil-
fenium. In Temple of Ezekiel's
Prophecy, Brother Suiley shows
that the area thus occupied by
the Lord will constitute the tern-
tary that was originally given 1o
the tribe of Judab which tnibe will
occupy contiguous land to the nerth.
There will be a new allocation of
land for all the tribes in the king-
dom, so that Ezehiel and Zechariah
are shown to be at one in this in-
teresting and significant prophecy.

“Shali choose Jerusalem” —

Cf. Mat. $5:35; 2 <Chron. 12:13;
Ps. 132:13-14; Isa. 49:14:16.

“Again” — It bad already been

chosen in the days of the prophet,
so that this statement implied that

the people were yet to be scattered
(as they were by the Romans) and
regathered ias they are being re-
gathered today).

VERSE 13

“Be silent, O ul flesh” — Flesh
in its various manifestations -—
both in individuals and in its
social, religious and political insti-
tutions, will be bumbied before
the glory of Yashweh manifesied in
His son and His elect.

“He is raised vp out of his holy
ltabitation” — Notice margin. The
Lord will be elevated from Zion,
and before him every knee shall
bow and every tongue confess that
he is Lord 1o the glory of God the
Father. See Phil, 2:9-i1.



CHAPTER 3

The Coronation of the
High Priest

4th Vision: YAH'S SALVATION

Under the type of Joshua, the high priest, the saving work of
the Lord was revealed to Zechariah. Historically, this vision, like the
others, is based upon the events recorded in Ezra 4, 5, 6. There,
Joshua the high priest, is mentioned as being engaged in the build-
ing of the Temple {Ezta 4:1-6), a work that was so stremuously

sed by the adversaries (the satan) of Israel, that it temporarily
ceased (v.24). Joshua, with the aid of the prophets and others,
instituted a reform, and gave an example to his contemporaries by
resuming the building activity once again {Exra 5:2), The adversary
(satan) continued to oppose the work, but now the “eye of their
God” was upon the elders of Israel (Ezra 5:5), so that the work
was successfully completed. The high priest, with garments soiled
through working among the debri of the Temple, would be a fam.
iliar figure to the other laborers, for he toiled with them to build
the house. .

But when the work was finished, and the Temple built, a
“change of raiment” was given to Joshua, and he officiated in the
Temple he helped to build, wearing his priestly garments “for glory
and for beauty”.

What an apt figure for the Lord Jesus Christ. At his first
advent, we see him with the soiled garments of humanity, figura-
tively down in the debri, luboring to build the foundations with the
“eye of God" approvingly upon him. The work brought to a suc-
cessful completion, the Lord received a “change of raiment” (Phil.
3:21).

It is obvious by the comment of v.8: “I will bring forth My
servant the Branch,” that this vision related to the Lord Jesus. At his
first advent he labored to lay the foundation of the spiritual Temple
which is being built upon that which he then established (see v. 9.
Eph. 2:20. 1 Pet. 2:6). In this work, he constantly had satan (the
adversary) at his right hand to resist him, but in spite of all suck
opposition and temptation, he succeeded.

The vision follows the preceding one in naturdl sequence.
Chapter 2 showed Yahweh dwelling in Jerusalem, filling it with Divine
glory. Chepter 3 reveals the qualifications and nature of the Priest
who will “bear the glory” (Zech. 6:13).

28
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The labors of Joshua und Zerubbabel in building the Temple
were typical of the work of the Lord in building his spiritual Temple
{2 Cor. 6:16), so thut they are set forth as “men of sign (Zech.

3:8 - margin).

JOSHUA IN SOILED
GARMENTS -~ Vv. 1-3

VERSE 1

“Joshua” — The Hebrew form
of Jesus, and compounded of two
words: *Yah" and “Salvalion,”
thus, “Yahweh’s Salvatien,” or
“Yahweh will save.” Though Jesus
is our Saviour, he is oaly such
through the power of God. Paul
taught that “God was in Christ
n-.conciling the world 10 Himself”
2 Cor. 5:19). Thus the salvation
wrought was Yahweh's salvation,
and all was an expression of His
Jove (John 3:16). this chapter.
Joshua stands as a type of the
one who became our high priest
(Heb. 7:26).

“Standing before the angel of
Yahweh” — Ezra records that the
“eye of God” was on the work of
Joshua (Ezra 5:5). The “eye of
God” constitutes the angels who
are ministering spirits overseeing
buman affaits for the benefit of
the elect (Heb. 1:14). The over-
shadowing presence of the angels
was evident during the ministry
of the Lord Jesus. In time of need
they were there 1o “minister unto
him” (Matt. 4:11), to “strensthen
him" (Luke 22:43). hill

“Satan” — Notice margin -
“adversary,” In the days of Joshua
the Samaritans constituted the ad-
versary (Ezra 4:1-5). In the days
of the antitypical Joshua (the
Lord Jesus), the Sadducees and
Pharisees assumed that position.

“To resist him” — In Hebrew,
to “satanise” him. The word comes
from the same root as “satan,”
and the senteace could read: “The
adversary stood at his right hand
to oppose him.” Both Joshua and
Jesus experienced this.

VERSE 2

“Yahweh said” — According to”

Jude 9, it was Michaet the arch-
angel who said thesz words. He
did so as Yahweh's representative.
Michael is the angel described as
Israel’s prince (Dan. 10:21), the
captain of Yahweh's army ( Josh.
5:15), Yahweh's name-bearer (Exod.
23:20), into whose hands the care
of Israel was placed (Exod. 23:21.
22). That authority and status has
now been vested in Christ, who
likewise bears the name of Michael
{Dan. 12:1; | Thess. 4:16; 1 Pet.
3:22).

“Yahweh rebuke thee” — And
this petition was fulfilled both in
the days of Joshua (see Ezra 6:7),
and in the days of Christ (Luke
21:20-24). Thus punishment fell
upon those who tried to hinder
the work of the Lord,

“A brand plucked out of the
fire” — A Hebraism signifying one
taken out of impending destruc-
tion. The Lord was one such, and
led his followers from the fire that
engulfed Jerusalem and its people
in AD, 70 (Acts 2:19-20).

VERSE 3

“Filthy garments” -~ A symbol
of fallen human nature, from
whence come the promptings of
sin (Mark 7:20-23; Rom. 7:18).
Christ triumphed even in spite of
this nawure, but because be bore
it, it is said of bhim that bhe
can be touched “with the feeling of
our ipfirmities” (Heb. 4:15), he
“bare our sins in his own body on
the tree” (I Pet. 2:24), the “iniquity
of us all” was laid upon him .
53:6, 10). Thus Christ came in
the pawre common to humanity,
a gature denth-stricken because of
sin {(Rom. 35:12). Joshua fittingly
typed this work of the Lord, for he
iaboured in the dirt and debri of
the desiroyed Temple, in order to
iay the foundation of the new
buifding, During this period, he
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worked 38 a layman, later to

assume the office of a priest.

JOSHUA’S CHANGE OF
RAIMENT — Vv, 4.5

VERSE 4

“Take away the filthy garments
+ o « ¥ have cansed thine iniquity
{io pass” -~ These siatements in
juxtaposition show that by “fiithy
garments” is meant either active
sin, or the flesh. “Iniquity” as
applied to the Lord Jesus (and
v. 8 shows that the vision has
refation to him) can only relate to
the pature he had, which is
identical with that possessed by all
mankind. Jesus never sianed, and
in bis sinlessness. he trivmphed
over the flesh which moves every
other to actual transgres-

sion. a Messianic Psalm (Ps.

31), Christ is represented as say-,

ing: “My life is spent with grief
. . . because of mine iniquity”
{v. 10). The word here rendered
“iniquity” comes from a root sig-
nifying “to be bent,” or “crooked,”
and thus relates to human nature,
and not necessarily to active sin.
Human nature will lead us to sin
if we follow its desires; and it
would have done the same in the
case of Jesus, but he resisted it
and submitted to the will of the
Father — "not my wall but Thine
be dome.” This load burdened the
Lord, as the Psalmist shows. But
he “was upright before Him”™ (i.e.
God), and kept himself from “bis
iniquity” (Psalm 18:23), In other
words, he did not allow the flesh
to have dominion over him;
though bearing our nature he did
not snbmit to its promptings.

“1 will clothe thee¢” - Divige
pature (2 Cor. 5:4). Moses was
commanded to make special gar-
ments for the high priest and his
sons designed for “glory and
beauty” (Exod. 28:2-4). These
pointed forward to the exceliemt
character of the Meichisedec high
priest. The priests were washed
and ceremoniously cleansed before
putting on these garments, and in
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fulfilment of the type, the Lord
became subject to a change from
mortality to immortality.

“A cbange of rainmemi” — Lit.
“Robes of swate”, R.V.—“rich
apparel.™ These robes of state were
the high priestly garments that
Joshua was destined to wear when
he would minister in that capacity
in the rebuilt Temple. Seeing that
such “change of raiment” (im-
mortality) had been granted to
Jesus Christ, it follows that he is
now already officiating as high
priest (Heb. 8:4-6) on behalf of
his followers.

VERSE §

“I sald” —— Zechariah as a type
of the saints applauds the homour -
paid to the Son of God. Ginsburg,
however, in his Notes to the
Hebrew Text, states that some
mss. bave “he said.” The Vuigate
renders it in that way, and it
seems more appropriale (o the
circumstances.

“A fair mitre upon his head” —
The high priest wore a linen mitre
on his head upon which was
placed a band of gold engraved
with the caption: “Holiness 1o
Yahweh” (Exod. 28:36-39). White
linen speaks of righteousness (Rev.
19:8), the gold speaks of faith.
Both are combined in this mitre
which represents “a crown of
glory” upon the head. Such a
mitre on the head points to an
intellect dedicaled to Divine glory
(Rev. 14:1).

“The angel of Yahweh stood hy”
~~Rotherham renders, “stood up.”
This would be in approval and
reverence. Thus we read that the
angels are subject unio Christ
(1 Pet. 3:22),

JOSHUA'S ULTEMATE GLORY
~Vv, 67

VERSE 6

“The angel protested” — Heb.=
“solemnly declared.” The RSV—
“enjoined.’ °*
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VERSE 7

“If thou wilt walk in My ways”
—Christ’s answer is given in Heb.
10:7.

“Judge® ~- The word signifies
to rule, or judge as an umpire. It
is used in the following places:
Gen. 49:16; Leut. 32:36; 1 Sam.
2:10; Ps. 50:4, 72:2, 110:6. The
use of this word in relation f0 a
priest indicates royal authority in
addition to priestly dignity,
cther words, a king-priest.

“My house” - Joshua saw the
Temple completed, and tovk his
pilace as high-priest therein. Thus
the prophecy had a preliminary
application to him; but its true
significance is to Christ., and the
“house™ in question constitutes the
Ecclesia (Heb. 3:6).

“Shalt also” — In addition to
ruling over the Ecclesia.

“Keep My courts” — There will
be courts of judgment in the House
of Prayer to be set up in the
Age to come, over which the Lord
will  preside (Psalm  122:4-6).
Christ’s brethren will be with him
in that day, helping to rule over
those who shall appear before
them {1 Cor. 6:2). The Psalmist
spoke extensively of these courts
of judgment (Ps. 65:4, 84:2,10,
92:13, 96:8, 100:4. See also Isa.
62:9, etc) In these verses, there-
fore, not only the spiritual Temple
but the material one of the future
age is also brought ioto view.

“I will give thee places to walk
amoug these that stand by” — The
RSY iranstates: “I will give thee
right of access” ie. among the
angels, who were those then stand-
ing by. Christ and his brethren,
made equal with the angels (Luke
20:36), will then take over duties
now performed by the amgels (cp.
Heb. 1:14, with 2:5). This “right
of access” among the heavenly
company of angels will be granted
them because of their victory over
the fesh. See 1 Pet. 3:22 for the
extent to which the Lord gained

“right of access” among the angcls.31

THE BRANCH AND THE
STONE — Vv, §-10

VERSE 8

"Jos!ma”.-— He typified ihe Lord
Jesus in his priestly capacity.

“Thy fellows” — Zerubbabel and
his co-labourers (Zech. 4:7. 6:10-
12). Combined they typified the
multitudinous Christ.

I'hey are men wondered at” —
Notice the margin: “men of sign.”
They were typical men, represent-
ing the Lord Jesus and his breth-
ren, For other examples of “men
of sign” see Isa. 8:18; Isa, 20:3;
Ezek. 12:11, 24:34, etc.

“‘l will bring forth” — Yahweh
will do it. implving the Divine
parentage of the Lord Jesus (Luke
1:32-33).

“My servamt® — The Lord is
Yahweh’s servant to accomplish
His purpose. This was: 1o bring
forth judgment to the Gentiles
(Isa. 42:1), to restore Israel (Isa.
49:6), to be a saviour unto men
(Acts. 5:31). Yahweh is the Re-
deemer of mankind, though His
work of redemption. is accomplish-
ed through His servant, the Branch
2 Cor. 5:19).

“The Branch” .~ Heb. Tsemach,
“branch” or “sprout.” Not as
Isaiah I1:1, but as Isaiah 4:2;
Jer. 13:5. 33:15, Thus He is the
beautiful branch. the righteous
sprout of Yahweh, By Zechariah
the branch was first revealed as a
ger;z)ml, and then as a king (Zech.
).

VERSE 9

“Behold the stone” — Joshua and
his fellows were Iabouring to re-
stor¢ the foundations of the
Temple in the days when the
prophecy was given. Their action
provides the basis for the exhorta
tiop of this verse, it points to the
foundation stone in the spiritual
Temple, even the Lord Jesus
Christ. Saints are called vpon to
“bebold” that stone, apd to shape
their lives according to its speci-
fications (see 1 Per. 2:4-9). That
is the stone that was rejected by
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the Jewish builders of Yahweh's
spiritual house (see Matt, 21:42;
Eph. 2:20; Isa. 28:16; Isa. 8:14;
Gen. 49:24), The Stone is thus
as Yahweh's signet, upon which
- He bas “engraven the graving.”
The inscription ascribes Holiness
to Yahweh (Exod. 28:36), which
is inwrought by the Deity Him-
self. This foundation stone was
laid before Joshuva, It was also
later associated with Zernbbabel
{Chp. 4:9). Thus a relationship was
established between it and them,
This showed that “the Stone" was
to be both King and Priest, for
the civil and religious authority
were vested in these two men.

“Seven eyes” -~ Seven is the
number of completeness, and here
represenis  the compieie  multi-
tudinous Christ, as one with the
Stone (John 17:21). The word
“seven” in the Hebrew is the

same word as is used for “oath,”’

and points to the fact that the
multitudinous Christ is bound to-
gether as one by the oath of the
covenant. The saints are here de-
scribed as the “eyes of Yahweh™,

for they will be sent throughout

the esrnth to supervise all things
on His behalf (see Zeach., 4:10).
They will thus perform work
previously undertaken by the
angels, for they, likewise, acted as
the eyes of Yahweh in the past,
supervising events on bebaif of
God, guiding them according to
the Divine will (see Gen. 11:5;
18:21; 2 Chron. 16:9; Dan. 4:17).
It is significant, that in Hebrew,
the same word does duty for
“eyes” as for “fountain,” because
the eyes are the fountain of the
body, and in times of stress well
ous tears. The multitudinous Christ
is likened to a “fountain of living
water” (John 4:14, 7:38; Isa. 32:2),
refreshing mankind with the doc-
trines they proclaim, if people will
but hearken to them. Bul these
same eyes can become as “fire”
against the wicked who refuss to
heed the gospel message (Isa. 30:
27; Dan. 10:6).

“]  will engrave the graving

thereof” -—— Yahweh shaped the
Foundation Stone (the Lord Jesus)
into which the eyes are fitted. The
Lord Jesus first reflected the moral
qualities of his Father, Who mani-
fested Himself in flesh (1 Tim.
3:16). Flesh unaided could not
accomplish what the Lord did, and
therefere the Son is revealed as
the one whom Yahweh “made
strong for Himself” (Ps. 8G:17).
The spirit, which was poured out
ont him without measure, made
him of “guick wunderstanding in
the fear of Yahweh" (Isa. 11:1-3),
so that by the “indwelling of the
Father” (Jobn 14:10) Who figur-
atively “heid his hand" (Isa. 42:6)
he triumphed over the flesh. The
victory revealed the mutual co-
operation of Father and Som to
that end (2 Cor. 5:19). As God
shaped the Stone, so the “eyes”
(the saints) must seek Divine
sirength from above (Phil. 4:13),
for 1they, tou. must revesl the
“workmanship of God" See Isa.
60:21; 1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Cor. 4:6-7.

“The writer, or engraver, is the
seven-horned and seven-eyed spirit
(Rev. 4:5, 5:6) who ‘engraves the
graving thereof’ (Zech, 3:9). When
the dead body (of Sesus) prepared
for the spiri4 (Heb, 10:5) was re-
stored to life. and had come forth
from the sepulchre, the Spirit ‘in
a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye' engraved upon it, or impressed
it with every attribute necessary o
constitute it ‘the Lotd from
heaven,’ making it ‘both Lord and
Christ.” The precious stone had
come out of the earth, whence all
precious stones also come, but it
had to be cut, polished, embroider-
ed and adorned, to bring out all
the beauties of which it was
susceptible. This the Spirit affected
in the operation of raising

_risen body 10 consubstantiality with

2

the Deity, Now it matiers not
whether it be one man to be made
‘the Lord from heaven® or a count-
less muititude of earthborns to be
made the Holy Jerusalem ‘descend-
ing from the Deity out of heaven,’
the aoperation is the same. Every
individual is subjected to 2 like
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lishing, embroidering and adarn-
tng, as saith the Spirit who wil do
the work. In the operation he 15
married to the Spirit in so close
and intimate a union, ihat he be-
comes one body, flesh and bones.
with the Spirit; so that all the
carthiness and corruptibleness of
his grave-body is ‘swallowed up
of life’; it loses its similitude 10
the pature of the first Adam; and
acquires ‘the heavenly image' of
the Lord from heaven.” (From
“Eureka” vol. iii, p. 687).

“1 will remove the iniquity of
that land in one day” -—— Compare
with v, 4. What Christ did for
himself, he did on behalf of
others (Heb. 10:14, 7:27, 9:28).
His sacrifice not only atoned for
the sins of spiritual Israel, but
provides the means whcreby
national Israel will be gathered to
him again (see John 11:49-53;
Zech. 13:1). The full scope of
Christ’s labours will not be reveal-

ed unul the remarkable prophecy
of Isaish 66 7-8 is fulfilled. Zion
1 to “brng forth her children”
by resurrection. From the graves
theie shall come forth those who
witl constitute the multitudinous
Christ. and from the national
grave there will be raised the
national Zion of the future. Then
will be fulfilled the words: “As
soon as Zion travailed, she brought
forth her children.”

VERSE 10

“Shall ye call every mam his
neighbour” -— All  war, feuds,
antagonisms will be brought to aa
end, and perfect peace will be
established. No longer, for ex-
ample, will the distinction that
Jews set between themselves and
Gentiles exist, but mutual co-~
operation will be the order of the
day. The “royal law,” the golden
rule of love will become the foun-
dation of human relationships
{(Mic. 4:4; Contrast Psalm 28:3).



CHAPTER 4

The Coming Triumph
of Light

Sth Visien: THE LAMPSTAND, OLIVE TREES, AND
GREAT MOUNTAIN

In this chapter, the prophet is figuratively awakened out of
the sleep of death, to be shown the Lampsiand of the Spirit whose
light destroys the darkness of the world, The Lampstand is fed by
the oil of two olive trees, one on either side. The figure then
changes, and instead of the Lampstand destroying the susrounding
darkness, he sees a great mountain the presence of which hinders
the work of Zerubbabel in building the Temple. The problem is
solved, however, the mountain is levelled to a plain, and the head-
stone of the Temple is brought forth with shouts of acclamation.
In the face of this crowning glory, the prophet hears words of ex-
hortation and encouragement: “Despise not the day of small
things. . . .” .

The chapter had an historical basis in the events even then
taking place. These are typical of future developments. The opposition
the Jews were then receiving constituted 4 “great mountain” of
difficulty that threatened to prevent their labors reaching a success-
ful completion. There was a need for a revelation of hope to dispel
the darkness of depression and trouble that hemmed them in, and
this vision provided it, It showed that the light of Divine truth
would assuredly conquer, that the Temple would be completed, and
a literal lampstand would shed forth its golden light in the Holy
Place.

But that was only the type; and though it encouraged those who
were then engaged in the work, Zechariah was shown that the true
fulfilment awaits the future, after the resurrection. Then a glorious
light will shine forth to destroy the darkness that shall rest heavily upon
the Gentile world (Isa. 60:1-1), and the great mountain of power that
will develop out of the crisis of the latter days to oppose the “little
stone cut out” therefrom (Dan. 2) will be levelled to a plain. Fin-
ally, the glory of the headstone of God's Temple will be set up
amid shouts of acclamation and praise.

The lampstand of the vision was seven-branched and of gold. It
stood between two olive trees that were connected to it by two
branches joined to two golden pipes, Through these pipes the golden
oil was transmitted from the branches to the bowl of the Lampstand
for the supply of the Lamps. By this apparatus of light, Jerusalem shall
be made to shine, shall become a praise in the earth, and the face
of the world shall be changed.

34
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According

to the vision, these things are to happen before

Zerubbabel’s eyes (Zech. 4:7). To that end, he must be raised from
the dead, to play his part in “‘overthrowing the throne of the king-
doms and destroying the strength of the kingdoms of the nations”
(Hag. 2:22). At that time, the Lampstand with its lamp (Christ
und his immortalised brethren} shall fluminate dll the carth, and
bring the blessings of Divine administration to all nations.

AWAKENED QUT OF
SLEEP — Vv. 1.§

VERSE 1

“The angel waked me"— This
awakening typified the resurrection,
indicating that the fulfilmemt of the
vision will be in the future when
Zechariah will be raised from the
dead.

VERSE 2 .

“A  candlestick” ~ This
unforiunate transiation; the word
should be rendered “iampstand.”
The light came not from “candles”
but from lamps supplied by oil
from the two olive trees which
Zechariah also saw. The figure is
drawn from the Tabernacle, for

is an

there the darkness of the Holy
Place was illuminated by the
seven - branched lampstand  that

stood over against the table of
shewbread (Exod. 26:35), the light
of which enabled the twelve loaves
of bread which stood upon the
Table, and which were representa-
tive of the Hope of Israel, 10 be
clearly seen. In fulfilment of the
symbol, Christ called upon His
followers to let their light shine
before men (Mart. 5:14-15), a light
}hat !should reveal the Hope of
srael,

The Lamp of the Tabernacle was
replenished by oil supplied by the
children of Israel through the min-
istry of the Priests who conveyed
it 1o the Holy Place (Exod, 27:20).
In the symboi that Zechariah saw,
however, two branches connected
with two olive trees performed the
work of the priests, for through
them the oil poured from tbe trees
to the reservoir of the Lampstand.

The Lord Jesus is the Lamp-

stem and Lamp-bow! or reservoir
from whence the oil is distributed
to the burners (the saints) who
radiate the Light of truth after
?1;:21')ocess of combustion (see Rev,

“Of gold” — The symbol of a
tried faith, and not mere faith in
the abstract (1 Pet. 1:7. Prov. I7:
3. Job 23:10). In Lameniations
4:2, the “precicus sons of Zion"
are compared (o “fine gold,” being
men of faith. In  Jeremiah's
time, however, those who shouid
have revesled this quality proved
themselves to be but “earthy,”
and were esteemed as bur “earthen
pitchers.” In the Millenial age,
this lampsiand of gold, representing
the complete community of the
righteous, will ifluminate the earth
with Divine wisdom and under-
standing. “The righteousness of
Zion shall go forth as brightness,
and the salvatton thereof as a lamp
that burneth” (Isa. 62:1) By this
means, all men will come to
“know Yahweh,” for “the earth
shall be filled with the knowledge
of the glory of Yahweh, as the
waters cover the sea™ (Hag. 2:14),

“A  bowi” -~ The reservoir of
the Spirit—~thus symbolising the
source of the light of the multi-
tudinous Christ (Matt. 5:16. Phil,
2:15). This is the Lord Jesus:
“There (in Zion} 1 will make to
spring « Hom for David; I have
prepared a Lamp for Mine anointed”
(Psal, 132:{7).

“Seven lamps thereon” — The
Covenant light, In Rev. 4:5, this
symbol is explained as represent-
ing the Spirit of God in mulitud-
inous manifestation. The saints, in
the Age to come will be Spirit-
beings (I Joho 3:2. John 3:6. 1|
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Cor. 15:45-46) being clothed upon
with Divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4).
They will then be “equal unto the
angels” (Luke 20:36) who are des-
cribed as “ministering spirits” (Heb.
1:14). They will thus “excel in
strength, hearkening unto the voice
of Yahwehs word,” being “minis-
ters of His, that do His pleasure”
{Ps. 103:19-22).

In the Hebrew (see mar-
gin), these “seven lamps” (or
burmers, are represented as being
fed by “seven sevens” or forty-nine
pipes (thus seven pipes establish the
connection between each lamp and
the reservoir of oil, the “bowl™). In
Revelation 1, the Ecclesias are re-
presented by seven lampstands, each,
apparently with seven lamps, mak-
ing forty-nine in all. These seven
lampstands represent  the one
ecclesia dispersed throughout the
world. In Zechariah's vision these
Ecclesias are gathered together in
one represented by forty-nine pipes
feeding the seven lamps. How bril-
liamt then will be the illumination
when the “true worghippers” of all
Ecclesias throughout the ages, are
brought together to unitedly en-
lightea the world!

VERSE 3

“Two olive ftrees” - On either
side of the Lampstand, the prophet
saw two olive trees whose two
branches pour oil isto the bowl
or reservowr of the Lamp to feed
the lights above, and thus cause
the illumination. This ig in har-
mony with Bible symbology which
speaks of two olive trees, onc a
good olive, the other a wild olive;
the former representing Israel, the
latter representing the Gentiles
(Hos. 14:6. Rom. 11:17). The two
olive trees associated with the
Lampstand thus represeat Jews and
Gentiles drawn to one centre after
Christ’s return and, like Israel of
old, providing oil for illumination
through the Lampstand.

But the prophet noted that
though the trees had many
branches, only two (one out of

each tree) connected with the gold- 36

en lampstand, to pour oil, via two
golden pipes into the bowl (v. 12).
Whilst the 1wo olive trees repre-
sent Israel and the Gemtles in
a npational sense, the two branches
represent those who have been
separated from both as a people
for the Lord (Acts 15:14). Thus
they represent the true Israel irve-
spective as to their nationality by
birth, for “ihey are not all Israel
which are of Israel,” but “the
children of the promise are count~
ed for the sced” (Rom. 9:6-8).
In this vision, they represent the
royal priesthood of the Age to
come, who will convey the “oil”
of all nations, on a basis of faith
in Christ (the golden pipes lead-
ing to the reservoir} to shine forth
as light through their ministrations
{the seven jamps). If a similar vis-
ion were required to represent the
Mosaic institution in this regard,
there would be only one tree rep-
resentative of Israel, and the
branch would be repressntative of
the Levitical priesthood which was
separated from the nation, for the
purpose, among other things, of
coaveying the prepared oil of the
nation to the golden Lampstand in
the Tabernacle. Two trees speak of
the induction of all nadons into
Christ through the ministry of the
royal Melchizedek priesthood yet
tsogtive)rcvcaled in the earth (Rev.
:9-10).

“MY SPIRIT SHALL CONQUER
AND TRIUMPH" — Vv, 4-7

VERSE 4

“I answered” — Rotherham ren-
ders: 1 responded.” The vision
called forth this respopse from
the prophet.

“What are these, my Lord?" —
The prophet desired to know more
of the meaning of the vision, and
the subsequent verses revea! this.
First his atiention is drawn to its
basic meaning and application to
his day. As the light of the Lamp-
stand  destroyed prevailing
darkness about it. so the Spirit of
God would be adequate 10 con-
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quer the problems that were then
facing the returned exiles who were
striving to build the house of God
in the face of great difficulties. The
“despised day of small things" (v.
10) would witness a glorious con-
summation: the moumain of diffi-
culty that faced the people would be
levelled (0 a plain if they would
but trust in God:; the lampsiand
would be set up in the completed
Temple and bring light to the
darkness of its interior if they con-
tinued to labour in faith, The vis-
ion was therefore designed tc en-
courage the people then. as well as
setting forth a glorious symbolic
prophecy of the future,

VERSE §

“Knowest thou not what these
be?” — As though as to say, You
should know really! An under-
standing of God's purpose will en-
able us 10 see more clearly what
is required of us. and to put con-
fidence in God 1o help us. We thus
become “strengthened by the Spirit
(word) in the inner man® (Eph.
3:15-19).

VERSE 6
“Not by might” -~ie of man.
“Nor by power” —ie. of flesh.

_“But by My Spir:” — By Divine
aid, and not by reliunce upon the
might of man or the power of
flesh, all difficulties. all opposition,
both now and in the future, will
be conquered. That was the lesson
that Zerubbabel, and all saints,
must learn. Zerubbabel and his
associates faced a mountain of
oppasition in the building of the
Temple, but this wvisicn revealed
that it would be canquered, would
be levelled as a plain, if they drew
upoa the means that Yahweh was
prepared to mahe available to
them. Paul learned the lesson, and
taught that he could do “all things
through Christ who strengthened
him™ (Phil, 4:13), Strength is avail-
able for us from the same source,
because the “testimony of Jesus”
constitutes God's spirit (John 6:63.
Eph, 6:17. 1 John 5:6. John 17:17)

by which saints have been enabled
to conquer {Rev. 12:41).

In the future, a mountain of
Gentile opposition to the establish-
ment of the Kingdom of God will
arise, to be likewise levelled to a
plain by "God’s Spirit.” All political
?owcr is destined to be humbled be-
ore the feet of the Lord Jesus and
his followers. “But this will not
result "by the power and streagth
of Israel under any organisation
they might constitute; for at that
crisis their power and strength
will have been wutterly scattered;
but it shall be accomplished by
Yahweh's Spirit, which will raise
Zerubbabel and his companions
from among the dead, to
be the captains of Israel together
with the living believers; and will
be ihe strength and power ener-
gising them all to the complete
reduction of the Great Political
Mountain of the Gentiles to the
level of a summer threshing-floor;
even to cause to go forth the
Head. or Chief Stone, with shout-
ings of ‘Grace, grace unto him!"
(Eurelia vol, i, p.65).

As the light of the lampstand in
the vision of Zechariah destroyed
the darkness of the night, so will
Yahweh's spirit manifested through
His inimorialised saints, destroy
Genule darkness at  Christ's re-
wrn (Isa. 60:1-2).

YERSE 7

“Wha art thou, O great moun-
tain?" - The book of Ezra shows
how that a3 great mountain of diffi-
culty opposed the labours of Zerub-
babel in the bulding of the
Temple. The surrounding nations
bitterly resisted the Jews and were
determined that their labours should
fail. Those circumstances prefigure
the opposition that will be raised
from the Powers of Darkness at
the sztting up of the Kingdom at
Chris’s return. The symbol of
Babylon was that of a great
“mountain” (Jer., $1:25-26), and
Babylon has its meodern counter-
part (Rev. 17:5), This great moun-
tain of poliucal and religious wick-
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edness, to be headed by Gog
(Ezek. 38:1) and the Papacy (Dan.
8:25), and which will stand as the
great opponent of Truth, will be
reduced to a plain by the anti-
typical Zesrubbabel, even the Lord
Jesus Christ.

“Before Zerubbabel” — Zerubba-
bel was an associate of Joshua,
the high priest, and therefore a
“man of sign” (Zech. 3:8-mg). He
organised the return of the exiles
back to the land (Eara 2:1-2), and
laboured with Joshua and the pro-
phets to restore the Temple (Ezra
3:2-8). He was a descendant of
David, and therefore an ancestor
of the Lord Jesus (Maitt. 1.12), and
doubtless becauss of his royal
status, was appointed Governor of
Judah (Hag. 1:1). As Leader of
Israel, Son of David, Governor of
Judah, and Builder of the Temple,
Zerubbabe] fittingly typified
Lord Jesus in his royal power,

whilst Joshua did so in his priestly .

dignity. Combined, they fore-
shadowed the royal-priesthood of
the , when, in him, these
offices will be combioed (Zech. 6:
13). Zerubbabel's name is sugges-
tive of this. “Zerubbabel the son
of Shealtiel” signifies “The seed of
promise (son of Shealtiel) sown in
Babylon (Zerubbabel).” (cf. Hag.
1:1). Zerubbabel's full name, there-
fore, i3 suggestive of the Lord
Jesus as the Branch of Promise
shooting forth from the withered
stem of Jesse (Isa. §3:2. Isa. 11:1).

In addition to typifying the Lord
Jesus, there is a literal application
of this prophecy that should not
be overlooked. It was to be ful-
filled “before Zerubbabel,” implying
bis resurrection. In vol. j,
p. 66, Dr. Thomas comments as
follows:

new
temple. They knew that the Bumt
Mountain  (Jer, 51:25-26) was

“and bring to a successful

among the things of the past; and
that Zerubbabel had had nothing
to do with its buming and its
downfall from the rocks: what,
then, could the etermal spirit mean
by the “Great Mountain” he apos-
trophized, as destined (o become a
plain before Zerubbabel after his
resurrection from the dead? Mt was
not the Chaldean, nor the Bear,
nor the Leopard (Dan. Chap. 7)
for they saw by Daniel that all
these were removed by conquest
in the ordinary way. What else
could it be then, but the Fourth
Beast dominion which i8 to be
destrayed by the Saints? (Dan.
7:7-14). Here then is a work still
to be accoinplished. A great moun-
tain to be levelled in the presence
of Zerubbabel; and consequently,
to be fevelled after his resurrec-
tion, when he shall have wakened
out of his sleep.”

“Thou shalt become a plain” —
The mountain of Gentile power
{Babylon the Great — Rev. 18),
shall be levelled 1o a plain before
the might of the antitypical Zerub-
babel (the Lord Jesus Christ). He
will put down *“all rule, autherity
and power™ (1 Cor. 15:24), and
he will do this “not by might (of
man), nor by power (of flesh),
but by My spirit, saith Yahweh
of hosts.” This title of Deity is
significant in the light of the con-
text, for Yahweh of hosts (armies)
is expressive of Yahweh in bel-
ligerent manifestation, The armies
comprise Christ and the saints
clothed upon with and using the
Spirit of God (Rev, 19:11-14), and
by it overcoming all resistance, sub-
duing all nations.

“He shall bring forth the head-
stone” — The encouragement was
first to Zerrubabel personally. He
was assured by these words that
faith would conquer every difficulty
comple-
tion the work of God to which he
had put his hand. But the main
purpose of the vision was pro-
phetic. It showed that Christ would
not only lay the foundation of the
spiritual Temple as the antitypical
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Joshua the high priest (Zech. 3:9),
but as Zerubbabel, the prince and
ruler of Jerusalem, he would com-
plete it, by bringing forth the
headstone. Christ is both the
foundation of the spiritual temple
(1 Pet. 2:4-7), and its crowning
glory (Heb. 12:2), so that the
whole house will conform to his
pattern, being an extension of him-
self (John 17:21-23).

“Grace, grace unte H” — Joy
accompanied the completion of the
Temple in the days of Zerubbabel
(Ezra 6:22), forshadowing the joy
of the future when the “headstone”
will make his appearance, and the
Temple will be completed. Christ
will then be revealed as root and
offspring of David (Rev. 22:16),
the alpha and omega (Rev. 1:8),
the first and the last (Isa. 41:4), the
author and finisher of our faith
(Heb. 12:2), the foundation stone
and headstone of the building. The
fullness of grace will then be re-
vealed, to be received with highest
acclamation by those privileged to
witness it. For the acclamation at
that time, see 2 Thess. 1:10, Rev,
5:9-14, 19:1-7. Phil. 2:9-10. Matt.
23:39, The context of this last
reference, taken from Psalm
118:26, has a close connection with
the prophecy of Zechariah, for in
v, 22, Israel after the flesh is
represented  as  declaring:  “The
stone which the builders refused
is become the headstone of the
corner.”

“DESPISE NOT THE DAY OF
SMALL THINGS" — Vv, 8-10

YERSE &

“The word of Yahweh came
unto me” — In explanation of the
vision.

VERSE ¢

“The hands of Zerubbabel have
laid the foundation . . . his hands
shall ulso finish it” — This was
true of the work of Zerubbabel in
the past (Ezra 6:13); and true also
of the work of the Lord Jesus in
the future. There is a certainty of

accomplishment of work that Yah-
weh blesses (see Psalm 127V

VERSE 10

“Who bath despised the day of
small things” —- The tendency of
flesh is to despise the “day -of
small things.” Workmen for the
Truth experience such contempt
now. Men of flesh fail to compre-
hend that such an epoch of “small
things" will lead to a glorious
consummation of great thipgs in
the coming age, and therefore sce
little purpose in performing a
small work faithfully ihat gives no
prospect of immediate return. The
man of faith, however, like Moses,
has “respect unio the recompense
of the reward” (Heb. 11}, and thus
labors on in hope (2 Cor. 4:17-18).
Both  Haggai and  Zechariah
stressed the importance of laboring
faithfully in the service of God
with the vision of ultimate ﬂ;ry
ever before the mind. Both W
that the Temple the people were
striving to resiore would be again
overthrown, and the nation scat-
tered {Zech. 5:9-11. 11:6), but both
taught that if the people worked
with the idea of giving God
pleasure (Hag. 1:8) they will find
their reward in the day when the
latter-day Temple will be buiit
under the personal direction of the
Lord Jesus Christ. To that time,
and not the present, they were to
look, and with it in mind they
were to work,

“They shail rejoice” — In the
future age when the antitypical
Zerubbabe! shall build the Temple
{Zech. 6:13).

“They shall see the plummet® —
The measure for the building of
the Temple. The Lord is the
builder of both the spiritual and
the literal Temples (1 Pet. 2:4-8).
In regard to former, the
“measure” he holds will be used
to exclude the wicked and inmcor-
porate the righteous within the
building (see Isa. 28:17). It is
foolish to “measure” our aclions
or lives on any other standard
(ct, 2 Cor, 10:12). Those who have
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despised not the day of small

things, will rejoice in that day. for
they shall see a vindication of their
labours on behalf of the Truth.

“With those seven” — The RSV
commences a new sentence at this
point: “These seven are the eyes
of Yahweh . . " The angel is
explaining the vision 10 Zechariah.
and has now passed on to reveal
the meaning of the seven-branched
lampstand. He identifies it with the
“seven eyes of Yahweh that run to
and fro through the whole earth”.
Those seven eyes represent the
Spirit of God in mukitudinous
manifestation. The same symbol is
reproduced in  the Apocalypse
where seven lamps and seven eves
are both said to represent the
“geven Spirits of God" (Rev. 4:5.
5:6). There is only “one spirun of
God” (Eph. 4:4), but in order to
represent that one spirit diffused
throughout a muititude, the num-
ber seven (representing that which
is compiete and yet manifested
multitudinously) has been used.
The “seven eyes of Yahweh™ in
past ages and even now are re-
vealed as the angels of heaven.
In 1he future age, however, a new
race of angelic beings, who were
once sons of Adam, will take their
place (Luke 20:36, Heb. 2.3
See notes on Zecharnah 3.9, and
gogurast with those on Zechariah

THE TWO SON§ OF OIL —
VYv. 11.14

YERSE 11

“Then answered I -~- Roth.
“responded.” The angel's statement
regarding the seven eyes of Yah-
weh, had directed Zechariah's at-
tention to the lampstand once
agein, and he responded with the
question he now asks.

“What are these fwo olive trees?
~- The Hebrew word for “olive"
(zayith) is from a root signifying
to “illuminate.” Paul uses the sym-
bol of two olive trees (a good and
a8 wild olive) to represent Israel
and the Gentiles, the two great

families of God. The former is His
firstborn as Pharoah was reminded
(Exad. 4:22); the latter is yet to
be incorporated inta His family,
and “cultivated” for His pleasure.
See Rom. t1:17. Hos. 14:6 for the
use of the symbol.

The following comment in the
Dictionary of Life in Bible
Times is interesting: .

“Ten years must elapse before
the olive free gives its first harvest,
thirty years before the best. The
exploitation of an olive orchard is
therefore a long-term affair. The
harvesting of the fruit takes place
before it is fully ripe, sometimes
,it Is picked, but most often the
trees are shoken or beaten. Any
extraction of the ofl necessitates
a preflminary brulsing of the fruit,
For this they were pounded ln a

mortar or crushed with a stone
rolier.”
VERSE 12

“Whbat be these (wo oliv

branches?” — The two trees stooa
one on each side of the lampstand
so that they were both clase to
the centre of illumination, The oil,
however, passed into the lampstand
through 1wo particular branches
which rapresent those who are
separated out of the nations (both
Israelitish and Gentile), and there-
fore constitute what Paul calls the
“Ecclesia (or called oumt ones? of
firstborns™ (Heb, 12:23-—Diagloct).
Before the appointment of the tribe
of Levi, and house of Aaron to
the priesthood, it was the privilege
of all the firstborn in Israel, irres-
peciive of their tribal descent, to

rform the service of a priest
Cp. Exod. 24:5 with Num, 3:i2-
13, 8.16-17). This privilege will be
restored ta the “firstborns” (James
1:18) in the age to come, who, as
a roval priesthood, will bring all
nations to Christ and to Yahweh.
Under the Law, it was the duty
of the people to provide the oil
for the Lampstand in the Tabern-
acle (Lev. 24:2, Exed. 27:20), and
for the priests to tend the lamps,

© replenishing them with it (Exod.
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2721 2 Chron. {3 10-11) The
light 1 the darkness of the ol
Place, wus therefore a tohen ut the
dluminaled state of the peonie v
were “of 4 wilbng heat (o g.e”
the o, although ther had no
personal access io the Tabernacie
In the future age the roval prevt-
hood will bring the o’ uf an
enlightened world unto Cnrist and
to the Father Thus the oil » rep-
resented as flowing through the
branches along the pipes mto the
Lampstand

“The two go.den pipes? — The
ot} of the nsuons (representung
Divine  knowiedge} shall be chan-
nelled to the jampsiand on a basis
of fanh (symbolised by the gold)
See Rom 123 Zech 823

“The golden 911" — The Hebrew
text reads only ‘the gold.” Under
the Mosaic order, Israel bad to
provide “pure ohve oil beaten for
the light.” Os was produced by
harvesung the frun of the trees
extracting the wl therefrom by
benrting or brusing, and purifying
it by mmmersing it in boiling water
This separated all wnpurities from
the oil and caused 1t to float on
top, enabling pure golden od” of
supreme quakitv 1o be shimmed off
Such o1l caused the lamps to burn
brightly.

ANl Mosaic institutions served as
parables and “shadows of heavenly
things" (Heb. 8 35) which were to
be mamfesied later Thus Tsrael
and the paucns shall yet bnng
forth fruit to the glory of Yahweh.
Having been enhghtened by the
Spirit word. they "will be willing
in the day” (Ps. 110) when the
“Lampstand” shall have been set up
in Jerusalem. They shall readily
give of their substance, as a token
of their faith, after they have
been "“shaken” and bruised and
purified like olive trees and their
frut (Hag. 2:7). Zechanah saw
this spontaeous flow of “gold” -~
a token of faith — towards the
Lampstand, Isaish 60 seems 10
lustrate the same principle. v |
— The Lampsiand radiates its

hght from Jerusalem d:sxroymg“

il darkness, v & — The Gentiles
bring gold und ncense wih wilbng
wd epbghened hearts, v. 9
fsrachites Jo  hhew:se, recogmsing
the Moly One ot Israel, v 19 —
No more need tor figurative sun
ot muonhgnt for ‘Yahweh (mani-
fested thtough the Lampsiand)
shall be unio thee an everlasung
Light. and ihy Elohim thy glory ™

VERSE 4

“These are the two anainted
oiies” -— The reference 15 to the
two branches and golden pipes
that empty the ol mto the Lamp-
stand (v 12) They are described
.y the “two anomied ones” or
sons of o (see margin), and
represent  the punfied and im-
mortalised Redeemed gathered to-
gether «n one There are two such
sons” because they have been
drawn out of the itwo great
famehes of the human race —
Isrnel and the Genules. They are
scns of ol becauss they have
been begotten by the spirit word
(I Pet, 122-25), and have been
clothed upon with spirit nature (1
Cor. 1544), See noies on
Zechariah 42, A “son of oil” 1s
hterally one “filled with ol

“The Lord of the whole earth”
— The Ruler (Adon) of the whole
earth He 1s the Lampstand, for
the Lampstand s Christ i mulh-
wudinous manifestauon, as  “the
hght of the world” (John 8-12).
Zecharah’s wvision of the golden
fampstand thus porirays Christ as
buth Light and Lord of the whole
earth, at a ume when Israel shall
be restored, and the Redeasmed
shali assume their status of pnvi-
fege as a royal priesthood, first
subdaing the natsons, them educat-
sng themn, and finally causing the
hight of truth to shine bnightly in
all pans,

This vision was well calculated
1o encourage Zerubbabel the
pbuslder and his co-laborers to
be acuve mn faith, in the certain
\nowledge that Yahweh super-
vised therr work through “His
cyesy” which roved “to and tro
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through the whole earth.” He
knew of their problems, their
strivings, their difficolties. But now
He had revealed to them, that
their labors were important, and
. provided a living parable of His
purpose. As the Temple would be
completed, the Lampstand would
be set up in its place, and the
priests would minister before it,

so will the greater glory be mani-
fested when Christ as “the Lord
of the whole earth,” will be sur-
rounded by his “sons of oil” to
minister the things of God before
all mankind, both Jew and Gentile.
It was a grand, encouraging vision
for Zerubbabel; a grand encour-
aging vision for us,



CHAPTER 5
The Flight of the Storks

6th Vision: THE APOSTATE HOUSE SET UP IN SHINAR
Hitherto all had been consoling and encouraging in the visions
given to the prophet, but now there is a change. This is the sixth
vision, and six is the number of man, or of flesh (Rev. 13:17-18),
In it, Zecharigh was shown how flesh would again corrupt God's
way, and pervert that which was even then being set up. Apostasy
would sweep Juddh, Jerusalem would be overthrown, and wicked-
ness would be driven from Israel to set up its house in the land of
Shinar. There is a close connection between this vision and the one
preceding it, for out of the land of Shinar was to develop the
“fourth beast” whose latter-day manifestation will constitute the
“great mountain” thot the anti-typical Zerubbabel will level as a
plain (Dan. 7:7-11). In harmony with the warning of Haggei 1:6,
Zechariah was thus tought that the Temple then in course of
erection was not the ultimate of Divine glory, but merely 4 means
to an end. The work in which they were then engaged upon so
faithfully, would end in wickedness. A “falling away” had to be
expected; lawlessness would rear its head. Yet they were taught not
to be discouraged, for their labors were not in vain (1 Cor. 15:58),
as the future will revedl. Meanwhile it was necessary to show that
to build ¢ material Temple was of little value unless a true spirit
motivated the people. The building meant little if the people re-
fused to heed the Law or obey the will of God. In the development
of apostasy, the divine curse would fall upon the guilty.
THE FLYING SCROLL ~— its" — These were the measure-

Vv, 14 ments of the Holy Place in the

VERSE 1 Tabernacle, which figuratively was

o " “ the ground or basis upon which

I turned”— Heb. Shub—"l0  yjhweh met with man. Attention
mrn  {back), hence  “away" s thys directed to the Law.

(Strong). The prophet takes up a
new position. Whereas previously
he was looking into the millenium
(Sei notes Ch. 4:1), he gow looks
pack.

“A Bylag coll” —or Scrofl. 1t
was “flying” to ipdicate movement,
It is identified with *the curse that
goeth forth” (v. 3}, and is thus
seen flying to indicate that the
curse would not be limited 10 one
place, but would extend wherever
the Truth was corrupted.

VERSE 2
“The length thereof Is twenty

cubits, and the breadth ien c:ub-43

VERSE 3

“This is the curse”™ — See Jere-
miah 29:18. The people of Israel
not only became a curse to them-
selves, but among all people where
they were driven (Zech. 8:13). The
great apostasy developed out of
trying to superimpose Judaism on
the Trath (Acts 15:1-3).

“Goeth forth over the face of
the whole earth” — R.V. = "land.”
The curse went forth first over
the land of Israel and from there
became co-extensive with the habi-
table {(Luke 2:1).

“Every one that stealeth' shall
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be cut off as on this side according
to #"—This should be rendered, as
per  Rotherham’s transiation and
Companion Bible, “Every one ihat
stealeth hath been let off as on
this side of it.” The measure of
Israel’s iniquity was the way in
which the law had been relaxed
(Hab. {:4). “Thieves” had been let
off the punishment prescribed by the
Law (he flying scroll) as recorded
on “that side of it." The eyes of Is-
racl's leaders bad been closed to
the ipiquity of these thieves (Jer.
5:27-28) and opened to something
eise referred to in v. 6. Those
“that stole,” were the ecclesiastical
thieves, who robbed Yahweh's
words of their gow:r (Jer, 23:30-
31), or Him of His dues (Mal.

Q).

“Every one that sweareth” —
This refers to those who according
to v. 4, were “false swearers”
(Mal. 3:5), taking Yahweh's name
in vain (Lev. 19:12).

VERSE 4

“T will bring it forth” — Yahweh
declares His intention of exacting
punishment according to the des-
erts of those who desecrated His
name and brought themselves
under the curse of the Law,

“It shull enter inte the house of
the thlef” — It did when the Lord
Jesus stood up to publicly warn the
ecclesinstical  thieves and false
swearers of his day that the curse
would fall upon their house. “How
can ye escape the damnation of
Gehenna?” he enquired .., “Behold
your bouse i3 Jeft umto you deso-
late™ (Matt. 23:33, 36-39).

“And shall consume it with the
timber thereof and the stones
thereof” — This was the fate of a
house infested with the plague of
leprosy. The priest was seot lo
inspest the house, and if it did
pot respond 1o treatment, it was
proclaimed unclean. “And he shail
break down the house, the stones
of it, and the timber thereof, and
all the mortar of the house; and
he shall carry them forth out of

* showed that Israel

the city into an unclean place”
{Lev. 14:45). After the prophets
had reported the evil condition of
the house of Israel, God sent his
Son 1hereto {Mait. 10:6) 10 inspect
its state and 10 see whether there
was a “freiting leprosy in' the
house,” or whether it would be
amenable 10 treatment, It was re-
vealed 1o be so bad as 1o be be-
yond treatment. Thus it was
broken down and carted away,
The destruction of A.D. 70 wil-
nessed this. Note the warning
words of Jeremiah 8:11-12. The
“time of visitation” was the time
of inspection, when the honse was
“cast down” Isa. 10:3. Lk. 19:44,

THE WOMAN SHUT UP IN THE
EPHAH — Vv, 5.8

The first part of the vision
bad defled
the law, so that Yahweh's pame
was profased, znd His require.
ments flouted. Now the cause of
this is revealed. Zechariah is shown
a bollow measure. The covering
is removed, and a woman, named
“Lawlessness” is disclosed siiting
comfortably therein. As she en-
degvours to escape, the cover s re-
placed, and the meusure is borme
off by two women with the wings
of storks to the fand of Shinar,
There a house is eslablished upon
its own base. The woman and
measure symbolise the sin of Is-
rael which is set up in a different
form in the land of Shinar.

VERSE 6

“This is an ephah” — The ephah
was the most common Jewish
measure, and therefore a symbol of
trade in general. It symbolised the
“measure” of their isiquity (ses
Matt. 23:32), for cverything they
did was done for gain, even their
service at the Temple. As Peter

says, they made merchandise of
religion (2 Pet. 2:3. Mak 1:10.
Amos 8:5). Christ condemned

those atiending upon the Temple
services because they had converted
his house “into a den of thieves”
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{Mark 11:i7). The ephah was
about a bushel in size, and prob-
ably was shown here in the form
of a basket, for the prophet next
saw a woman siiting inside of .

“This is their resemblance” —
The word “resemblance™ in Heb-
rew is “eye.” The eye of all Is-
racl was on the measure; com-
mercialism governed all their sims
and thoughts, even their service at
the Temple, What a contrast to
the seven eyes of Chapter 4:10
that are destined to run 10 and
fro through the whole earth on
Yahweh's behalft The RSV ren-
ders “resemblance” as “iniguiy.”
The iniquity was that the eye of
Isracl was intent upon the meas-
ure, upon the principle of gain,
instead of being intent upon Yah-
weh. Thus the Law was relaxed,
and thieves and false-swearers
blasphemed God with impunity.

VERSE 7

A talent” — Heb., kikkar —
“circle.” Evidently the ephah had a
circular leaden cover.

“Of lead” — A base metal, pro-
viding a contrast to the pold of
the lampsiand f(see Jer. 6:28-29).

“This is a4 woman” — The RSV
clarifies this statement: “Behold
the leaden cover was lifted up,
and there was a woman siting in
the ephah.” In the Hebrew, the
verb, “sitteth™ signifies to setile
down comfortably, This woman
was at the very heart of the re-
ligious commercialism of Israel.
Whom did she represent? Babylon
is symbolised as a woman {Isa.
47:7-8. Jer. 51:7), and the people
of Israel had brought back with
them some of the influence of
Babylon. This found expression in
a materislism that made them re-
luctant to sacrifice present advan-
tage for the Truth (Hag. 1:4), and
later encouraged some of their
leaders to form unlawful ailiances
with the ene:lndy (Neh. 13:28). This
Babylonish influence permitted the
ecclesiastical “thieves” and “false
swearers” of vv. 34 to flourish.
But for a time it was not openly
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manifest that this influence was
Babyfonish in character. All that
was obvious wes a growing com-
mercialism throughout the land,
even in the worship of Yahweh, as
the eye of all Israel was fixed
upon the Ephah. But a closer ex-
aminaiton revealed the rteal cause
of all this, the importation of
ideas and praclises identified with
Babyion. With the lid of the meas-
ure tahen off, and 1the woman at
last revealed. she tried 1o escape
from 1he restricted lodging place
to which even a nominal -
vance of the law confined her. In
other words, the ideas and prac-
uses imported from  Babylon
would become more open and
binzat  throwghour the land, a
warmning to those who conscien-
tiously sought 1o do the will of

.

VERSE 8

“This is  wickedness™ — The
name of the woman is. “Wicked-
ness.” or, more correctly, “Lawless-
ness,” or the Lawless One (see also
Mic. 6:10-11). Paul seems 10 make
direct reference to this prophecy
in 2 Thess. 2:8: “Then shall that
Wiched tor Lawless One) be re-
vealed .. ." Before this was openly
revealed as such in Israel, or later
i the Ecclesias. the “mystery of
iniquiy ' was  working, leavening
the work of the Truth. In the case
of Israel, this happened during the
period when the ephah was first
seen. and before the woman was
revealed sitting thereip. Later, in
the Ecclesias, it was the secret
worhing of the “mysiery of ini-
quity.” during Apostolic Umes. The
prophecy before us, however, is
concerned only with Israel at this
stage.

“He cast it” — The RV = “her.”
The ministry of the prophets, and
of the Lord Jesus Christ, lified the
cover of the ephah and revealed
the presence of the woman, y
showed the true nature of Israel’s
wickedness, Their words of wam-
ing and rebuke. however, resulted
in a greater activity on the part
of the “woman” (the Babylomish
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influence within the nationy. The
prophets, and the Lord, were vigor-
ously oppased by those who had
embraced these principles. Bul
divine judgments (climaxing in
those of AD. 70) violently flung
the woman back into the obscunty
of the ephah, which was then
closed up, and conveyed out of the
land of Isracl to that of Shinar.

“He cast the weight of lead upon
the mouth thereof” — Babylonish
influence was limied by the oppo-
sition of the prophets and the Lord
gowds. and by the judgments of

VERSE ¢

“Behold. twe women™ — Jere-
miah (Ch. 3:6-10) and Ezekiel (Ch.
23:4-5) both liken aposiate Israel
to two adulterous daughters, and
they arc reproduced here as pos-
sessing wings like a stork.

“The wind”-— Divine judgment,
often manifesied in war and in-
vasion (Jer. 4:11-13. 51:1-2. Dan.
7:2). Such was to drive the women
from the land.

“They” — Though the nation
was known only as Judah, repre-
sentatives of the northern tribes
were found therein, both in the
days of Zecharish as in the days
of the Lord (I Chron. 9:1-2. Ezra
6:17. Matt. 10:6). Thus both the
apostate daughters of Israel were
found mingled together.

“Wings like a stork™ — The
stork was accounted unciean under
the Law of Moses (Lev. 11:19). It
is a bird of passage, migrating
from country to country. Thus,
both in its uncleanness, and ia its
migratory habits, it is an excellent
symbo! for apostate Jewry which
has been driven from couniry to
country since the divine judement
of AD. 70. Morcover, the Hebrew
name for the stork (chasidah) sig-
pifies that which is “pious,” a
“religious™ bird!

“They lifted up the ephah”
A false concept of Judaism caused
the Jews to oppuse the Lord Jesus,
and finally to put hum to death.
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It also planied the seeds of errar
in the early ecclesia, for the first
heresy was an attempt 1o super-
impose Judaism upon fauh in
Christ (Acts 15:1-5. 2 Thess. 23,
Gal, 24, 4:47). After the over-
throw of Judah's commonwealth
in A.D. 70. the traditions of Juda-
ism were 1ahen up by the Church,
and led to gross commercialism
therein. The clergy came into be-
ing as a privileged class on the
pattern of the levitical priesthood
{cp. 2 Per. 2:3), formalism, uth-
ing based upon the Law, and
abuses that stemmed from a fauity
conception of the Mosaic covenant
made their presence felt. The
purity of the faith was left behind
and the great Apostasy developed.
Thus the two women, representa-
live of a false Judaism, lifted up
the ephah with the woman of
Babylon ipside it, and bore it
throughout the world.

Pr. Thomas commenis:

“Whea the Apostasy in Judah
wus fully matured, and when the
Mosaic Law and institutions had
vanished away as the result of the
desolation of the Temple (A.D,
70), all that were not slain or im-
prisoned, becamme sojourners in the
lands of the Listle Horm of the
Gaat. This oational dispersion of
the Jews was the flight of the two
women into the countries of the
Fourth Beast dominion, then
pugan. In chelr flight, the Judaic
Apostasy from the Christian Fuith
was not left in Judea fo grow up
into a papacy there. But having
been formed and organised in that
country and propagated from that
centre, it was expelled from thence,
and driven by the usational cal-
amity, the wind in the storkiike
wibgs of the women, out of Can-
asn, thet they might build for her
a2 house in the lund of Shinar”
(“Eureka” vol i, pp. 71-72).

“Between the earth and the
heuven™ — In symbolic language,
the common people and the sup-
reme rulers. Those in political
authority embraced and supported
the Apostasy (Rev 12:5).
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VERSE 11

“To build it an house” — The
house of the thief and the [alse
swearer, i.e., the faise prophet (see
Zech, 5:4 and Rev. 16:13). Such a
“house” signifies a false form of
religion.

“The land of Shinar” ~— The
tower of Babel (confusion) was
built at Shinar (Gen. 11:2), and
to there, fater, Judah was carried
as a caEt.ivc by Nebuchadnezzar
(Dan. 1:2). Shinar is compounded
of two Hebrew words: “shain”—a
tooth, and “ar"—-an epemy. Hence
Shinar is the “land of the enemy's
tooth”, and relates 10 the serpent
power. The fourth beast, symbolic
of the Roman Empire, is described
as having “great iron teeth” (Dan,
7:7), and is pre-eminently the “land
of the enemy's tooth.” It brake in
pieces and devoured Israel, scat-
tering the Jews into all parts of
the earth, Its warlike influence can
thus be likened to the wind in the
storklike wings of the iwo women
who carried the ephah, driving
them into *“the land of Shinar,”
pot now the site of aocient Babylon,
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but the mystical Babylon of the
Apocalypse (Rev, 17:4-5), the city
of Rome. Here, in the “land of the
enemy’s tooth,” the mysicial “land
of Shinar,” a house was built to
the Apostasy: the perverted form
of the Truth. dnven by adversity
from the land of Judah, was estab-
lished on its own base in Rome, to
be revealed in due time as the
Papacy.

“It shall be established” — The
RV has “she ™ The woman was 1o
be let our of the ephah to be
manifested in the fulness of her
wickedness. See her displayed in
all the glory of her lawlessness
in Rev. 17:3-4. Roman Catholicism
developed out of the Judaising
heresy of those who “claimed they
were Jews but were not, and did
lie” (Rev. 2:9. 3.9, Gal. 1:6-8).

This vision thus traced the spirit-
ual decline of Israel untl a com-
mercialised fudaism arose, to sup-
plant the irue spirit and purpose
of the Law by a deadening form-
alism, and (o superimpose itself
upon the truth in Chnist causing
the greai Apostasy to arise in
spiritual Babylon.




CHAPTER 6
The Ultimate Triumph

7th Vision: THE VICTORIOUS CHARIOTS OF YAHWEH

As six is the number of flesh, and seven 15 the number of the
covenant, it is appropriate that the sixth wsion should reveal the
temporary triumph of the flesh in the house at Slunar, whilst the
seventh vision reveals the ultimate and eternal triumph of the spirit
over the flesh.

In this, the last of the night visions (Zech. 6:1-8), the prophet
saw four chariots going forth between two mountuins of brass. He
was told that they represented the “four spirits of the heavens which
go forth from standing before the Lord (Adon ar Ruler) of all the
earth” (v.5). This expression links this vision with that of the two
Olive Trees and Branches of Zechariah 4, for the former are like-
wise represented as “standing by the Lord of the whole carth” (v.
14). But whereas the Sons of Oil are “standing still”, the chariots
are shown in a state of activity — “going forth”. Also, instead of
““two" branches (representing those cdled out of Jews and Gentiles)
there are “four” chariots, identifying them with the true Israel of
Cod,

These four Chariots, wrote Dr. Thomas, ‘represent the resur-
rected saints in the execution of the judgments written (Ps. 149:9).
The reason why there are four, and not three or five is because in
the mulitary organisation of Israel, the twelve tribes were set off into
four camps: the Camp of Judah, the Camp of Reuben, the Camp
of Ephraim, and the Camp of Dan {Num. 2). The standard of
Judah’s camp was a Lion; that of Reuben, a Mun; that of Ephraim,
un Ox; and that of Dan, an Eagle; and the faces of these four were
united in the Two Cherubim of the Most Holy Place (see Ezckiel
1:10).

“Now, as the Saints, without regard to the accident of their
fleshly descent, are all Israelites by adoption through Christ, thew
organisation is based on that of the twelve tribes; so that they
come thereby to be represented by the standard of Israel's camps”
(Eureka vol. i).

The four chariots were seen by the prophet going forth from
between “two mountains of brass.” In Nebuchadnezzar's image
(Dan. 2), the brazen thighs were represeniative of the power of
Grecia. Later in his prophecy, Daniel traced the development of
Grecian influence from the time of Alexander the Great to the time
after his death when the Empire he had estoblished was divided into
four parts {Dan. 8:21-22). Two of those parts are called the King
of the North and the King of the South (Dan. 11:4, 9, 13) and
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answer to the Syrian und [gyptian powers of those times. But in
the same revelation recurded in the same chapter the prophet was
shown that there would bc ¢ “latter day”, or “time of the end”
manifestation of these two dnisions that originally arose out of the
united power of Greece (Dun. 11:40}. The latter-day powers of the
North and South, will be hcaded by the Russian and Anglo-Ameri-
can confederacies which will comprise the “two mountains of
brass”, for in Bible symbology, a mountain represents a nation or
empire. It will be when these two great confederacies are manifested
in dl their power, that the four chariots of the Spirit shall go forth
from between them, to bring mankind under Christ’s rule.

But whilst the vision rclates to the future, it also had a mes-
sage of encouragement for those davs. Zerubbabel and Joshua, with
Haggai and Zechariah were called upon to do the work of Yahweh in
the face of discouragemnent und great opposition, which were as moun-
tains of difficulties threatemmng to destroy the work attempted. This
vision reminded them thut they were working for Yahweh, and even
as the four spints of the political heavens of the age to come would
reduce the mountains of Gentile power to a plain, so in those days,
every difficulty would be overcome and truth would triumph in the
land.

Dr. Thomas wrote: *“Zechariah saw the Four Chariots of Cher-
ubim ‘going forth from between' these two mountains of political
geography. He must, therefore, have seen them going forth from the
Holy Land, which occupies that position. They first stand by the
Ruler of all the eusth as the Two Ancinted ones . . . filled with
the Spirit as a lamp is filled with oil . . . But the Four Chariots in
motion ure ‘the called, the faithful, and the chosen,” in company
with the King of kings, m actual conflict with the nations of the
edrth (Rev. 17:14) . . . They invade the north und the south, and
then make their expeditions into all other parts of the earth. .

“But it would seem that there is an established order after
which the conquest of the nations 15 to be affected. Zechariah seems
to intimate that ‘the north country’ (Zech. 6:6) will be first in-
vaded; and then ‘the south country’ (ie. the confederacies of the
North and South of the latter days) . . The north and south be-
ing subdued, the time comes ‘to fly upon the shoulders of the
peoples towards the west, and to spoud the children of the east
together’ (Isa. 11:14).

“Thus Zion's four chanot. finally overthrow her enemivs, and
‘consecrate their commerce to Yahweh, and their wedlth to the

Ruler of all the earth’ . . . No longer under the domination of
ambitious rivals. seeking to increase the glory of their dynasties by
international wars and spoliations, the populations of the world will
live in peace and goodwill; end will circulate freely and safcIy from
land to land (Isa. 19:23-23)" Lwckd vol i),
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THE VISION REVEALED
- Vv, 1-3

VERSE 1

J“T wrned” — Indicating a new
vision; the prophet viewed a new
aspect_of the Divine purpose. See
note Chp. §:f.

“Four chariots” - Note what ig
said concerning them jn v. S, and
compare this with Zech. 4:14. This
identifies 1the chariols with the
olive branches. Both symbols re-
late 10 the saints, but in this chap-
ter, they are shown in belligerent
activity against the powers that
be (Ps. 149), whilst in Chapter 4,
they are shown as resurrected,
glorified and surrounding the Lord
as bis ministering priests. The num-
ber “four” points to the camp of
spiritual Israel (Rev. 20:9, 21:16),
for the saints comprise the true
“commonwealth of Israel” (Eph. 2:
12-13). In the wilderness, Israel
marched in four compardes (Num.
2:3, 10, 18, 25) with the standards
of the Jeading tribes (identifiable
with the four faces of the Cheru-
bim-—Ezek. 1) flying at the head
of each section. The 1erm “chariot”
also links the symbol before us
with the Cherubim (see 1 Chron.
28:18), for Yshweh inhabits the
Cherubim as a charioteer drives
his vehicle (Ps, 80:1. Ps. 18:10).
The resurrected and glorified saints
will be flled with Divine power,
for Yahweh will dwell in them (Ps.
949:1-2), and through them will
execute His purpose in the earth.

“Two mountains of brass” — As
brass is used as a symbol for
Greece (Dan. 2:39), ond as the
fatter-day kings of the north and
south {(Dan. 11:40) are linked in
grophccy with Greece (Dan. 1L
-5}, so these two mountains repre-
sent the two great comfederacies
of the time of the end under
Ru.lisian and Angio-American con-
trol.

VERSE 2
“Horses” — The horses of the
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chariots represent the forces com-
manded by the saints, and the
colours of the horses, their opera-
tions upon their enemies. They are
not literal horses, for Yahweh de-
clares that Israel will be saved by
Yahweh their Elohim, not by
horses or horsemen (Hos. 1:7. Ps,
20:7). It is indicated in Scripture
that Judab shall fight in conjunc-
tion with the saipls, thus becom-
ing “Yahweb's goodly horse in the
battle” {(Zech, 10:3). They shall
fight and confound their enemies.
because Yahweh is with them (vv.
5-5). They shall go forth against
the north and somth that these
Gentile dominions may “give up”
the people of God, and keep them
back no longer (Isa. 43:6). Finally,
all Israel, that is, all the tribes,
will be re-engrafted into their own
national olive-tree,

“Red horses” — Indicating blood-
shed.

“Black horses” — Indicating fa-
mine and ravages consequent upon
war (Jer. 14:16, Lam. 5:10).

VERSE 3

“White borses” — Sece note Zech.
1:8. The color of leprosy, here
used to symbalise pestilence (cf.
Hab, 3:5).

“Grisled and bay horses”.—
Eliminate “and” which is in italics,
and notice the marginal rendering:
“grisled, strong horses.” The ad-
jective “strong” probably relates to
the strongly defined color of the
“grisled™ hocses. The word “gris-
led” is from the Hebrew, Berud-
i “bail-spotied” from barad,
“hail.” These horses indicate the
final outpouring of judgment that _
will sweep away the last remains
of Gentilism., See Isa, 28:17. 32
19, Ps. 18:13,

The four horses thus represent
the effects of the war that shall be
initiated by the saints, Those na-
tions that resist will be finally
overcome by judgments that will
bring bloodshed, famine, pestilence
and storm.
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THE VISION EXPLAINED

Vv, o 48

VERSE §

“The four spirits of the heavens”
~The armies of the political
heavens of the age to come (Rev.
19:14), The number “four™ is used
because the mulitary organisation
of Israel was based upon the four-
fold divisions of the ribes. They
are as chariots in which Yahweh
will ride to overthrow all oppo-
sition by ihe power of the spirit
wielded belligerently (Ch. 4:6. See
Hab. 3:8, 12).

“The Lord of all the earth” -
Adon or ruler (see notes Zech.
4:14). Christ is the Commander
of the Army (Jsa. 55:4. Dan. &:
— “Prince of princes = Com-
mander of commanders).

VERSE 6

“Into the north” — Two chariots
go towards the north where Israel’s
most powerful and ruthiess enemies
are found (cp.Mic. 5:4-5); ope to-
wards the south where the nations
are more amenable to Divine in-
fluence {e.g. Isa. 60:9). Only north
and south are referred to because
only two mouptains are to be
levelled, but these two mountains
will incorporate the whole world
at the time of the end.

YERSE 7

“The buy went forth”— This
seems identified with the “red”
of v.2 in conlrast io the “grisled-
bay" of v. 3. The Hebrew (‘amots)
signifies of strong (coler), which
could apply 10 the red horses.

“Sought” - They were “restive.”
The Hebrew, “bagask” signifies 10
“search out” 1o ‘“strive after”
(Sirong). So these horses were rest-
ive to search out, to strive after,
and destroy the last remnants of
resistance against Christ. The vis-
ion suggests that Christ will con-

5l

duct  specific campaigns  against
thave nations thar will resist him,
im..ang  the countries incorpor-
ated i the confederacies of the
north and south. compelling them
1o submit. The gomg forth of the
bay horses seems 10 imply a final
“mopping up" process after the
previous horses have done their
work to bring the {ast remnants of
Gentile resistance under the con-
trol of Christ (Mic, 4:3. Ps, 72:9.
Ps. 149:9. Rev. 14:7).

“Walk to and fro” — Notice that
this is said of the horses of Zech-
ariah 1:10, the eyes of Zechariah
4:10, and now ihe chariots. All
are symbols of the saints. The
hosses of Chapter | are as the
scouts, surveying the work of con-
quest; the chariots of this chapter
bring their labors to a successful
completion, for the army of Christ
will go forth in every direction to
complete the work of conquest.
See Isaiah 9:7.

YERSE 8

“Yhen cried he” - Heb. Za'ak,
to shriek, or proclaim loudly as
a herald, to announce or proclaim
publicly. A public proclamation
will loudly announce that the
period of warfare is over. and the .
millenium is abowt 1o commence.
fi will be a worldwide declaration
of peace after the terrible warfare
of Micah 7:15-20.

“Have quieted my spirit” —
Zecharish ;15 announced that
Yahweh's spirit was disturbed at
the report that persecuting Gen-
tiles were at peace, whilst Israel
remained uppressed. But with the
subjugation of the former and the
elevation of the iatter, His spirit
will be quieted. The north coumtry,
as the arena of Israel’s most an-
tagonistic enemies will first feel
the weight of Divine anger, but
ultimatcly all nations will be hum-
bled that they also may be exalted
in the reign of peace that shall
follow (Isa. 2:2-4).
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The Coronation of Joshua
(Chapter 6:9-15)

The vision of the four chariots going forth into dll the earth,
und of the spirit of Yahweh being quicted in consequence of vic-
tories won, fittingly brought to an end the night visions that Zech-
arigh saw. It was the seventh such vision, and .took the prophet
to the epoch of the seventh millenium, when for the Oath's sake,
Istael shall be saved, and the nations subjected under Christ.

On awakening, the prophet was given instructions which are
parabolic in their teaching, and dramatise the purpose of God. He
was told to accept the gifts offered by certain exiles from Babylon
and take them to witness the coronation of Joshua the high priest,
who obviously types the Lord Jesus. In the hearing of dll, the title
and work of the antitypical Joshua is announced. He would be
called the Branch, he will grow out of his place and build the
Temple of Yahweh, he will combine in his person the dual positions
of King-Priest. )

Instructions were given that a crown be made for the purpose
of the coronation, and that the exiles whose gifts had been accepted
should witness the crowning of the priest. The crown should after-
wards remain displayed in the Temple as a memorial to those exiles
who had retumned.

All this would doubtless be enacted as instructed. But what did
it mean? A brief explunation of the parable was then given. It was
intended to show that men “afar off" will one day come and
build in the Temple of Yuhweh, and that to such, suitable rewards
will be given. It is therefore a parable with un exhertation to ail
who have come out of Babvion (Gentilism) encouraging them to
build their characters in line with the foundation Stone that haes
been laid, that they might be Duilt ag “living stones” in the spiritual
Temple that the Lord is building {1 Pet. 2:5).

VERSE 9 VERSE 10

“And” — Rotherham renders as “Take” ~— Heb. Lagach, “ac.
“then.” We are not told when, but cept.” The men described bad
it was probably the following brought gifis from Babylon for
morning after the seven pight vis- the Temple; these the prophet was
ions. This would be appropriate, told to accept. See Isa. 6€0:9-il.
for having been given wisions that - These men typified true Israclites
point forward to the future glory, who leave Babylon for Israel.
the drama the propbet was called “Heldai, Tobijah, Jedaiah” —
upon fo enact the following morn- These names signify: “lasting, or
ing, would ipdicate the type of per- durable,” “Yah is good,”*and “Yah
son in whom the glory will be knoweth.” The meaning of these
revealed, names gives added significance to

32
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the wverse, and in the Septuagint
Version, they have been incorpora-
ted into the text as comimon words,
thus: “Take the thinzs of the cap-
tivity from the chief men, and
from the useful men of it. and
from them that have understoud
it; and thou shalt enter in that
day into the house of Josias, the
son of Sophonias, that came out
of Babylon...” In this translation,
Heldai is rendered as “chief men,”
Tobijah appears as “useful men.”
and Jedaiah as “uanderstanding
men.” These names express the
character of true Israelites. D:,y\

e men taken out of the Gen-
tiles,) men who are useful in“theif
Jabors for Yahweh, men who de-
light in His Word. From such
Zechariah accepted the gifis they
had to offer.

“Josish, the son of Zephaniah” —
Here, again, the pames are signi-
ficant. Josiah signifies “Yah hear-
eth,” and Zesphaniah means, “Yah
hath bidden.” So Josiah the son
of Zephaniah, can be understood
to mean that “Yahweh beareth
him who is filled with that which
He bath hidden,” (Prov. 25:2), i.c.,
His truth. All these men . were
typical men, and their names had
a significance in the enacted par-
able, They were men of faith who
left Babylon because of the call
of God, therefore they typify every
man (whether Jew or Gentile) who
separates himself from his environ-
ment in order that he might wor-
ship God in rtruth,

VERSE 11

“YTake” — Accept their gifts, It
was common for such gifts to be
brought from Babylon 10 beautify
the Temple (cf. Ezra 1:4, 6. 7:16.
8:25.26. And for the future see
Hag. 2:8).

“Silver” — Whilst these returned
exiles breught literal silver, and
whilst this metal will undoubtedly
be used by Christ in the Age to
come to beautify the Temple, it
also has 8 spiritual significance.
Silver is the metal of redemption,

for every Israclite had 1o pay a5-
. D

half shekel of silver for this pur-
pose (Exod. 30:12-16. Lev. 5:15)
as the price of redempuon (see 1
Pet. 1:18). The silver thus provided
by the Israelites was then used 1o
beaunfy the tabernacle (Exod. 38:
25-27).

“And gold™ - This speaks of a
tried faith (1 Pet. 1:7. Lam. 4:2.
Job 23:101.  Silver and gold in
combinanon thus speak of re-
dempuon perfected by faith, These
are gifts that we can offer for the
beautifying of the spiritual Temple
that Christ is building.

“Muke crowns” —— Heb. ’atarah,
“crowns™ for circlets) such as kings
(but not priests) occasionally wore
{2 Sam. [2:30. 1 Chr. 20:2. Est.
8:15. Ezek. 21:26). The term is
used riguratively as the symbol of
glory (Ezek, 23:42. Lam. 5:16).
Though the noun is in the plural,
the verb is in the singular in v, 14.
Rotherham renders the word io the
singular as “crown.” There was
evidently only one crown made,
but « was formed of several
circlets, thus the use of the plural,
Notice the statement of Rev. 19:12:
“On his head were many crowns.”
Doubtless this refers to the same
thing, namely many circlets which
were woven ioto one crown, each
of which indicated a Further vic-
tory. So the crown 1o be made
for Joshua celebrated the victory
gained through him on the behalf
of these returning exiles. It was a
single crown made up of several
circlets, even as Christ is set forth
as both an individual and a com-
munity. He won the victory over
sin and death first for himself and
then for the people (Hebr, 5:3, 9).

“Set them wupon the head of
Joshua the son of Josedech” —
Eliminate “them” which is in italics
denoting that there is no equivalent
word in the original. The single
crown was placed on Joshua, as
it was on Jesus who gmined the
victory for us. In the act of placing
this crown on Josbua there is fore-
shadowed the coronation of the
Lord Jesus. Joshua was a priest,
yet he was ¢rowned with a crown
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reserved for kinmgs. Thus the par-
able foreshadowed the time when
the high priest would be also king.
The Lord Jesus is our high priest,
and  is yet to be acknowledged as
King. When he returns and takes
up his great power {1 Cor. 15:25)
and reigns, he will combine the
two offices of priest and king. He
will be High Priest after the order
of Meichizedek, being both “King
of righteousness, King of peace™
(Hebr. 7:2).

Joshua's name is significant. As
Yahshua, it is the Hebrew form of
Jesus, and signifies “Yah's salva-
tion.” Josedech means “Yahweh
hath cleansed,” or justified. When
the Lord was raised from the
grave, and given divine pature, be
was physically redeemed, and set
before mankind as the only means
of salvation and of justification. He
was “delivered for our offences.
and raised again for our justifica-
tion” (Rom. 4:25). All this is ex-
pressed in the name of Joshua the
son of Josedech which signifies:
“Yahweh hath saved for Yahweh
hath cleansed.”

Three “crowns” are referred to
in the New Testament: the crown
of life (Rev. 2:10. James 1:12),
the crown of righteousness (2 Tim.
4:8), the crown of glory (1 Pes
5:4). These are like circlets in the
multiple crown that the Lord fig-
uratively wears. They indicate his
threefold ministry: on earth when
his victory opened the way to life;
in heaven where his intercession as-
sures the justification or righteous-
ness of saints; in the future when
he will “make known” the power
of the Gospel by assuming bis
lofty position as King-priest in the
Temple-city of lcnmfem.

VERSE 12 ¥

“And speak wnto him” — As 2
typical man he stood as representa-
tive of the Lord Jesus, upon whom
all the words of all the prophets
converge (1. Pet. 1:11-12).

“Thus speaketh Yahweb of hosts”
—He who will be armies, This is the

militant title of Peity (see Isa. 9:7).54

and is appropriate here, for it will
be through the manifestauon of
Divine anger in judgment upon the
nations, that men will finally
acknowledge the authority of the
Son (Isa. 60:12. 26:9. Isa. 2:19.
31:7.9).

“Behold” -—~ Consider him! See
the exhortation of the apostie in
Heb. 12:2.

“Behold the man!” -— These are
the very words used by Pilate
when he led the king before his
subjects 1900 years ago (John
19:5). The kiag was then crowned,
but mockingly with a crown of
thorns cruelly forced down upon
his head. But the very nation that
rejected him then will be glad to
behold him as their King and
Deliverer in the Age to come
(Mait.  23:39) and witness his
glorious coronation (Psalm 118:
23-26).

“The Branch” -— See note Zech.
3:8. In Zechariah 3:8 the Branch
is referred to as a bond-servant
laying the foundation of the
Temple, here be is referred 1o as
the Man (ish) who is crowned
king-priest, Thus the servant be-
comes the king. The Hebrew word
here used for “branch" is not that
which is used in Isaiah 11:1, but
the word used to describe the
Branch of Yahweh (Isa. 4:2); tbe
Branch of Dayvid (Jer. 23:5), the ~

Branch of Righteousness (Jer.
33:15); the Scrvant (Zech, 3:8) who
becomes  high-priest and king
(Zech, 6:12).

“He shall grow op out of his
place” — cf. Isa. 53:2. Jer, 33:(S.
Joha 12:24,

=He shall build the Temple of
Yahweh” — Both the literal Temple
(lsa. 56:7, with Mark 11:17) and the
spiritual (1 Petr. 2:5. 2 Cor. 6:16.
ph. 2:20-22). As a servant he
laid the foundation stone (Zech.
3:8); and as a king-priest he will
compiete the building. The founda-
tion was laid 1900 years ago when
he triumphed over sin and death
(1 Pet, 2:6. Eph. 2:20); the com-
pletion will be manifested at his
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return when he will stand as chief
of a glorious company of the re-
deemed,

VERSE 13

“Even he” — These words are
pregnant with meaning. Joshuz was
the one seen in filthy clothing
soiled because of the nature of the
work he had been doing in build-
ing the Temple (Zech. 3); now be
is_seen glorified and crowned. So
with the Lord Jesus. Despite the
poverty, obscurity, humility of his
first advent, despite his rejection,
shame, crucifixion as a crimipal,
he is the one to be crowned and
honored before all mankind.

“Shall bear the glory” — The
majesty, honor, beauty. The word
(Heb. Howd) is used almost ex-
clusively for Divine splendor (see

Ps. 8:1. 45:3. 148:13. Heb. 3:3.
1 Tim. 6:15. Rev. 19:16).
“Shall rule” — The servant-

branch shall become king-branch.
Because he humbled himself, ke
has been exalted (see Phil. 2:7-10).
Lesson for us: | Per 5:6.

“A priest upon his firone” -—
A king-priest, as will be also the
immortalised followers of the Lord
in the day of his glory (Rev, 5:9-
10). Thus he will be like Mechize-
dek who was both king and priest
(Heb. 6:20-7:1. Gen. 14:18).

“The counsel of peace shall be
between them both” — A compleie
fusion of kingly authority and
priestly dignity without the antag-
onism that often disgraced these
offices in the past. The word “peace™
is the Hebrew word shalom, and
comes from a root signifying “to
be at one,” “complete,”
The union of offices in Christ will
bring all mankind both into sub-
jection to God and into fellow-
ship with Him. Thus men will
enjoy true peace - 0ot merely
the cessation of war, but a stale
of union with Yahweh through
Christ (Eph. 2:14. Ps. 85:8-10.
Lk. 2:14),

VERSE 14

and to Tobijah and to Jedaiah” —
Lit.: “And the crowns, it shall be”
As stated before, there is one

“plural” crown, made up of
several circlets, and with this
Joshua was to be crowned as

a memorial to these men, Most
translations show that the name
“Helem” should be rendered
“Heldai” as in v. 10, The Septua-
giat, however, renders: “The crown
shall be to them that wait patient-
ly, and to the useful men of the
captivity apd to them that have
koown it” This translation there-
fore translates the names of these
men into the text, and so reveals
their characteristics. These charac-
teristics are those that the associ-
ates of Christ in his glory are
expected to manifest now: Hope,
Action, Understanding.

“And to Hen” — This pame
means ‘“grace” or “favor.” The
Revised Version renders: “for the
kindness (hen) of the son of
Zephaniah (Yahweh's hidden one
—Isa. 49:2.)"

“For a memorial” — After
Joshua was crowned, the crown
was placed in the Temple as a
memorial of the coming glory of
Messiah the Kking-priest of the
future. It became a memorial to
such men as are described in this
section of the prophecy because
such will participate in the glory
then revealed. It was a memorial
that the faithful labors of men
who know the will of God and
wait patiently for the manifesta-
tion of His glory will not be in
vain,

VERSE 15

“They that are far off* - All
converts were once in that position
as regards the building of the
spiritual temple (Eph. 2:13. Deut.
£:14-15); and all nations remain
“far off” as far as true worship
is concerned. But the building of
the literal House of Prayer will
bring them together in ope com-
mona worship and hope; and “they
that are far off® will come to Zion
for that purpose (Isa. 2:2-3. 60:1-7,

“And crowns shaill be to Helem, 55 9-10).
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“Shall come and bulld” — The
call of the Guspel is an invitation
to build upon the foundation of
Christ in the spiritual Temple
Yahweh will inhabit; and in like
manner, the nations will be in-
vited to assist in building the fiteral
Temple under the direction of
Christ in the future age (Isa.
60:10).

“H ye will diligently obey” -
Obedience on the part of saints
is necessary if they are to find a
place in the spiritual Temple to be
erected, and obedience will be re-
quired on the part of the nations
if they are to be incorporated in
the Kingdom Christ will set up
(Isa. 60:12).



CHAPTER 7

The Fast Yahweh

Approves!

SHALL WE FAST AS HITHERTO?

This chapter commences a new section of the prophecy which
carries on to the end of Chapter 8. Two years had passed away
since the night of the visions culminated in the enacted parable of
the coronation of Joshud, and great progress had been made in the
building of the Temple, To the joy of the people, they could see
some results for their labors. Moreover, they had experienced the
blessings of Yahweh in bountiful harvests. In view of this wave of
prosperity, o deputation was sent to the prophet to enquire as to
whether the people should maintain certain fasts that had been
celebrated for 70 years since the citv of Jerusalem and the Temple
had been destroyed (v. 3)}. The question gave the prophet oppor-
tunity to show the people how little they had taken to heart the
chastening they had received from the hand of Yahweh. The nat-
ural heart cannot long endure sorrow, it secks to escape ils burden.
And with the passing of time the fasts had lost their significance.
The manner in which thev had been kept did not express true
repentance and humility, for they had deteriorated into a mere
external show of formalism and self-pity. The prophet warned the
people of this {v. 6), directed their attention to the state of mind
in which alone Yahweh finds delight (v. 9), and drew from the
experiences of the past a warning for their times (v. 11).

Chapter 7 continues on to Chapter 8. The burden of Chapter
7 is that the people should fast by denying themselves, and doing
the things in which Yahweh finds pleasure (vv. 9-10); the burden
of Chapter $ is that mere formal celebrations of these fasts should
cease in view of the blessings already received from on High, and
further ones shortly to be revedled,

DEPUTATION TO JERUSALEM yet another good year,

-— Vv, 13 VERSE 2

VERSE 1 . “When they bad sent unto the

“The fourth year of king Darius”  pouce of God” — Render: “Now
—Nearly two years had clapssd jhey of Bethel” The Temple is
since the first vision {(Zech. 1:1).  pever called the House (beth) of
The restoration of the Temple Was  God (EI), but always the House
going on apace (it was completed  of Yahweh (v, 3). The Temple had
in the 6th year of Darius—Ezra o1 been completed at this stage,
6:15). Throughout Judah, prosperity  and therefore wes not open for
had replaced the previous adversity  gorship. ‘This depuration, however,
{contrast Heg. 1:6 with Hag 2:19). a5 semt from Bethel 1o Jerusalem

“Chislen” ~ This is the month to enquire of the priests whether
when rainfall increases. Perhaps the fasts of previous years should
the ampie rain gave indication 0557 be maintained.
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“Sherezer and  Regem-melech™
~-These names mean. “Protect the
King." and “Friend of the King."
The men thus described were evi-
dently high officials associated n
some way with the Governor,
Zerubbabel. Though Zerubbabel was
mol a king, he was heir to the
throne (1 Chron. 3:17-19),

“And their men” - The servants
in attendance upon the officials.

“To pray before Yabweh” -~
See the Margin: “to entreat the
face of Yahweh”. They had a
request 1o make to Yahweh. and
thus sought the priesis as a means
of doing so.

VERSE 3

“To speak unto the priests” —
The deputation required a general
conference between priests, pro-
phets and rulers.

“Should | weep” — The lam-
entation and fasting induiged in by
the Jews had become a meaning-
less ritual in the face of great
blessings received, The progress
made in the rebuilding .of the
Tempile and nasion, the prosperity
that was siowly manifesting itself
among all the people, made con-
stant lamentation unrealistic, Nor
was it of any use. Yahweh did not
want His people 10 indulge in an
orgy of self-puy. but to reveal
characteristics such as are owlined
in vv. 9-10 of this chapter,

“In the fifth month” - When

Jerusalem was overthrown by
Nebuchadnezzar, the Jews insti-
tuted certain fasts that celebrated
dark incidents in the terrible

destruction that took place. In the
fifth month, the destruction of the
Temple had taken place (2 Kings
25:8-9. Jer. 52:12), and this had
been commemorasted by & yearly
fast. But now the Temple was
rapidly being rebuilt. and the fast
seemed out of place. Hence the
request.

THE ANSWER: YOUR FASTS
HAVE BEEN HYPOCRITICAL —

Vv. 4.7
VERSE §
“Speuak unto all the people . . .

end to the priests” —- The deputa-
tion had approached 1ibe priests
for an answer in the matfer, but
the priests were involved in the
general condemnation, and were
unable to give answer. It remained
for the prophet to show both ihe
people and the priesits where they
had been at fault,

“Ye fasted and mourned in the
seventh month® — The seventh
month celebrated the murder of
Gedaliah, the ruler of the remnamt
who had been left in the land after
many of the people had been de-
!P-;med (2 Kings 25:25. Jer. 41:1-3).

is murder resulted in the ruination
of the remnant. Fearing the wrath of
the king of Babylon as a resulr,
they fled to Egypt, taking Jeremiah
with them, and there they all
perished. This natfonal disaster had
liktewise been commemorated with
a fast,

“Those seventy years” — Jerusa-
{em was destroyed in 587 B.C.. the
4th of Darius was in 518 B.C.,
thus 69 of the 70 years predicied
by Jeremiah had passed away. The
fact that the fasts are connected
with this time show that they had
relation to the destruction of the
city. The exiled Jews are said to
have instituted four such fasis: one
in the 4th month (June) in com-
memoration of the breach made in
the wall during the siepe of Jerusa-
lem (Jer. 52:7); one in the 5th
month (July) in commemoration of
the burning of the Temple (ler.
52:12); one in the 7th month
{Sept.) for the murder of Gedaliah
{Jer. 41:1-2); and one in the 10th
month (Dec.) in commemoration
of the beginning of the siege {2
Kings 25:1). The Jews made en-
quiry only concerning the fast of
the Sth month because the calamity
1t recalled was being repaired. but
the prophet made reference o all
the fasts (see v. 5, Chp. 8:19).

“Did ye at sl fast unio e, even
to me?” — Notice the repetition,
for emphasis. The fasting was con-
ducted in a spirit of self-pity, not
in repentance to Yahweh. The
Jews fasted because they suf-
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fered. not because they uacknow-
ledged their  wickedness, They
mourned the loss of the Temple,
the destruction of the City. the
scattering of the Nation. but they
did not recognise the cauwse of
these calamines - their own re-
jection of the word of Yahweh
(Hos. 4:6). their own wichedness
and apostasy. Thus. very much
like believers in every age. they
were blind 10 their own short-
comings. Their fasts were a form
of voluntary humility in the way
condemned by the Apostle in Col.
2:23 and Christ in Mat. 6:16.

VERSE §

“And when ye did eat, and
drink, did not ye eat for your-
seives?” — They had no reverence
for Yahweh in the celebration of
their festivals either, Their religious
exercises — both feasts and fasts
—did little more than satisfy their
own ego, their own pleasure or
self-pity.

VERSE 7

“Should ye noi hear the
words . . . — The Jews had sem
a deputation with the enquiry,
“Shall we conunue to fasi as we
have done?” The prophet takes up
these latter words. and replies in
effect: “There is no need for you
to enquire this of me! Seek what
the Word says, Listen to the warn-
ings and reproofs of the prophets
of the past, and apply the things
they spake to yourselves.” The fasts
provided the people with the
opportunity to carefully assess their
own nal conduct, 10 s¢e in the
disaster that had befallen the city
and nation a reflection of their
own folly, and thus seek to_amend
their ways, mouming their per-
sonal shoricomings before Yahweh.
The feasts provided them with
an opporiunity to rejoice in their
Divine inheritance, and in re-
membrance of Yahweh's goodness
to them, cause them 1o Iurn 1o
Him in loving obedience. But that
was not the case. The feasts and
the fasts had degencraied into mere

&9

religrious formalism without power.
The Jews had enquired: “Shall we
do as we have been domng?” (v. 3).
The answer was an emphatic “No!”
They were to change their ways,
to exercise true repentance from
the heart. and not 10 sely upon
mere formalism in their worship
before God. Zechariah counselled
them to seek the Waord of Yahweh
for an answer (See Deut. 10:12-13,
{ Sam. 15:22-23. Mic. 6:7-9). He
called upon them to change thewr
hearts, and not merely their fasts!

“\When Jerusalem was iohabited
and in prosperity” — Prosperity=
Shalev—safe, at rest. This pros-
perity was 2 token of the obedience
of the people to the Word (Ps.
3527, und a contrast lo the
ruinous state of the city that had
resulted when they tumed from
that Word (see Hos. 6:5-6).

THE FASTING THAT YAHWEH
DESIRES — Vv. §-10

VERSE 9

“Thus speaketh Yahweh of
hosts® — The words that follow
cp. v. 1) reveal that the basic
mistake of the people taken into
captivity had been their failure 1o
heed the Word of Yahweh, and
the manifestation of a cold, empty
formalism in their worship. 3
same blunder, warns Zechariah,
was stll being made (vv., 4-6).

“Execute true judgment”
Show your feelings in actions
worthy of repentance. In Isaizh
58:3.7, Yohweh had revealed that
the fast m which He truly delights
was pot a negative, mere formal
abstinence. but a positive denial
of seif 10 belp others, The first
answer to the question posed by
the deputation, therefore, was. Yes,
fast before Yahweh, but let your
fasting be of the kind in which
He can find delight, as he has set
forth in the earlier prophets.

“Shew mercy and compassion
every man to his brother” — This
is the fast He requires, denial of

——
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to help one another. The
Hebrew word for i

womb™) implies the bond of love
and affection that should be mani~
fested between members of &
family. Istael comprised the family
of God. and therefore was bound
1o mutual help by the brotherly
covenant (Amos 1:9) that should
have united them as one.

VERSE 10

“And oppress not” —— Otherwise
the Redeemer of such will act
against you,

“Let none imagine evil against
his brother in your heart"-~Yahweh
desires a complete change, not
only exterally, but internally as
well (cp. Ps. 51:6),

THE CAUSE OF THEIR
CONDITION - Vv. 11-14

VERSE 11

“But” - This is why you have
had to fast 70 years!

“Pulled away the shoulder” -
See Margin. They withdrew their
shoulder from the yoke of ihe
Law. The metaphor is taken from
refractory oxen that refuse to put
their necks under the yoke, and
that must be disciplined to force
them to do so (see Hos. 4:16. Neh.
9:29. and compare Matt. 11:29),

“Stopped thelr ears” — Sce mg.
They  deliberately refused to
hearken.

VERSE 11

“Hearts as an adamant stone” —
No intreaty or instruction could
make any impression on that hard
surface! (cp. Jer. 17:1. Bzek. 3:9).

“Lest they should hem” . He-
brew—Shamah to “hear intelligent-
ly” implying not merely the hear-
ing, but the doing as well, as

Prov. 19:20-21.

“In His spirit by the former
prophets” — Cp. Neh. 9:30,

“Therefore came a great wrath”-—
Cp. 2 Chron 36:16.

VERSE 13

“They cried, and § would pot
hear” — In times of trouble, Israel
turned to Yahweh, but He refused
to hearken 10 their cry because it
did not express frue repentance;
they had only turned to Him be-
cause there was nowhere else to
turn. This was shown by the fact
that in times of prosperity they
refused to heed His word. Yahweh
desires our loving service, not only
in times of trouble, but at ail
times; and in return He has prom-
ised, “1 will not fail thee nor for-
sake thee” (cp. Josh. 1:5-7. Deut.
31:6-8). Israel had not fully leam-
.ed ihat lesson, and the prophet
took the opportunity of bringing
it home (0 the people. The specific
answer to their question is given
in Zechariah 8:19. See Jer. 15:i1,
14, 14:12, Isa. 1:15. Prov. [:27-28.

VERSE 14

“] scuttered them” - It was
Yahweh Who had done this, not
the Babylonians. They were merely
the medium by which His purpose
was accomplished, But Yahweh
scattered them for a purpose. The
word in the Hebrew is Zarah and
signifies 1o “whirl,” “storm,” or
“winnow.” The scaltering was for
the purpose of winnowing the
nation, i order that the chaff
might be destroyed, and the grain
retained. Jeremiah had told those
who went into captivity that they
had been so (reated “for their
good” (Jer. 24:5), and Amos makes
the point that in the scattering of
Israel Yahweh will never let the
;e3§ grain be destroyed (Aumos



CHAPTER 3

Present Blessings
Foreshadow Future Ones

In Chapter 7 Zechariah lad given a negative answer lo the
Deputation from Bethel; in Chapter 8 he provides them with a
pusitive one, In Chapter 7 he showed that external fasts, and re-
ligious formalism dre useless in the absence of a true conversion of
the heart; in Chapter 8 he reveals that when true repentance is
manifested glorious blessings will be experienced. In Chapter 7 he
told the deputation that Yulnweh did want them lo fast, but the
fast wus to be a spiritual one (yv.9-10); in Chapter 8 he revedls
that the mere formal fasts, the orgy of self-pity in which they were
indulging, should cease.

Chapter 8 is divided into two parts, prefaced by the statement:
“The word of Yahweh came” (vv. 1, 18). These two parts are sep-
arated into a series of divine proclamations: wv. 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 14,
19, 20, 23. The first section proclaimed the promise of ultimate
glory for Israel which was typified in the revival then taking place.
In view of this wonderful future, it calls upon the people to put
away evil, and submit to Yahweh in word and deed. The secand
section gives the specific answer to the question stated in Zechariah
7:3, as to whether the fasts of the past 70 years should be con-
tinued. It provides the reason why they should be replaced by festi-
vals of greatest joy.

FULL RESTORATION
PROMISED — Vv. 1.3

VERSE 1

“The word of Yahweh of hosts™
--This is the militant ritie of
Deity, and it is significant that it
is used in conpection with the
prophecies of this chapter, It is
the Divine army of heaven that
will guarantee the fulfilment of all
that is proclaimed. Paul uses the
title in Romans 9:29 in that way,
But the title celates not to the
past or present merely, but is
prophetic of the future. Yahweh
of armies, signifies “He who will
be armies.” The armies in which
Yahweh will reveal His power are
those shown in Revelation 19 with
Christ ar their head (vv. 11-21).
They are the armies of the im-
mortalised saints, and it wilf be

through their victories-—the execu-
on of the judgments written
(Psalm 149) — that ferusalem will
be finally elevated.

VERSE 2

“1 way jealous®™ — The
changes this to “I am jenlous.
Yahweh does not change in His
attitude towards Jerusalem and
Zion (cp. Jer. 31:3, Mal. 3:6).

“For Zlon” - This was the
place that He selecied above all
others 1o place His name there.
S;el Deur. 11:12 with Psalm 132:
13-14,

“Fury” — Heb. chemah, from a
root signifying “to be hot." hence
“heat,” or “warmth.” Yahweh feels
keenly the desecration of His land
and people, and this arouses his

RY.

"

6 jealousy againut thos¢ who uppress
&
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them. The passion of a lover, or
husband, springs from love and
concern for the object of his
choice, and manifests iself in
anger against those who would
harm her. Thus Yahweh punished
the nations that touched Israel,
although Israel was worthy of
discipline. He did so with perfect
justice, for the motives of Israel’s
oppressors were those of personal
aggrandisement; God was not in
their thoughts (see Isa. 10:12-13,
Ezek, 25:3-4).

VERSE 3

“I will dwell” — “Shakhan,”
from whence is derived the work
Shekinab, or  dwelling. The
Shekinah glory shone between the
Cherubim and above the Mercy
Seat in the Tabernacle of Moses
and the Temple of Solomon. but
it was gabsent from the Temple
built by Zerubbabel (see note Zech.
2:10). However, Ezckiel saw in
vision the glory return to the
Temple of the future age {Ezek.
43:1-2), but whereas, in the Taber-
nacle and Temple it appeared us
a light shining in the darkness of
the Most Holy (Psalm 80:1), in
the future age it will be revealed
in a company of immortais. all
of whom will manifest the glory
of 1the Father (Rom. 5:2). Thus
Ezekiel, describing 1he glory of
the God of Israel, declared "His
veice was like a noise of many
waters,” ie. a multitude (Ezek,
43:2). He thus described a multi-
tude in one, a mulitude (many
waters) so joined together. 8s lo
constituie the one multitudinous
Christ revealing the glory of
Yahweh (Rom. 5:2) both in char-
acter, in nature (2 Pet. 1:4), and
in Name (Rev. 3:12). In this
glorious community wili be seen
the fulfilment of Christ’s prayer:
“I pray for them which shall be-
lieve on me through the word;
that they all may be one; as
Thou, Father, art in me, and [
in thee, that they also may be
one in us; that the world may be-
lieve that Thou hast sent me. And

the glory which Thou gavest me. 62

1 have given them; that they may
be one, even as we are one”
tYohn 17:20-22). This is the glory
that will fiood the Temple ots the
future,

“A city of truth® — It will be-
come the centre from whence will
emanate Divine Truth for the
guidance and elevalion of all man-
kind, See Zeph. 3:13. Jer. 3:17.
3123, Isa. 1:24-27. 4:2-4, 26:1-3.

“The holy mountain” — Ses Isa,
2:2-4, Ezek. 43:12.

VERSE 4

“Old men and old women" —
The verse presents a. picture of
peace and security. Longevity will
be gresily extended in the Mil-
lenium. Cf. Isa. 65:19-22,

“Streets of Jerusalem” — In
Zechariah, “Zion" and “Jerusalem”
are used in two ways: firstly, to
indicate (he places so named;
secondly, for the nation as a
whole. “Zion"” is used in this latter
sense in_Zechariah 2:7, and Jerusa-
lem in Zechariah 8:8. In the verse
now before us, it is sometimes
thought that the “streets of Jerusa-
lem"” should be understood liter-
slly. However, the Hebrew word
{Rechowb) signifies not streets as
we know them. but open spaces.
Davidson renders it, “to become
wide. open extended,” “lo make
broad, enlarge.” In Issiah 30:23,
33, It is rendered “large” i.c. enlarge-
ment. So aged men and women
are described as “dweiling” in the
enfargement of Jerusalem (they
would hardly dwell in the sireets!)
Jerusalem, fiself, will not have
streets, for it will be a Temple-
city. Ezekiel saw it as “a frame
of a city" (Ezek. 40:2), comprising
a milesquare range of buildings
enclosing a circular Temple sur-
rounding Mt. Zion. Adjacent (o
Jerusalem (its enlargement) will be
‘the houses of the mortai Levites
(Ezek, 45:5. 48:13-15) in which
will be found old men and women,
and young children at peace and
happy. The term “Jerusalem” is
used in vv. 7-8 of this chapter as
expressive of the pation as a
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whelz of which the capital is the
symbol, for Israel will not be re-
gathered to dwell only in the city

itself but to ropulate the whole
fand, which will be the enlargemem
of the city.

VERSE §

“Playing in the streets thereof”
—The happiness. joy and content-
ment here suggesied speaks of the
spiritual regeneration of the nation
and its restoratwn to Divine bless-
ing.

VERSE ¢

“If it be marvellous in the c¢yes
of the remnant” — See margin,
“hard.” or “difficult.,”

“In thess duys™ — R.V. renders
“those™ days. i.e. the days of
Jacab's trouble iJer. 30:7). At that
time, the solution of the problem
of Israel will be beyond human
power 1o solve. But Yahweh's
power will be adequate for the
purpose. See Ezek. 37:25.28. Mic.
7:15-20.

‘ VERSE 7

“From the east country, and
from the west country” — Heb.
Me'eretz Misrah, “Land of the
rising of the sun.” “Meeretz

mebhio  ‘hushshamesh - “Lind
of the going dowa of the sun”
(see mg.). From wherever the sun
shines, the Jews will bs brought
back to the land. The phrase thus
sigmfies from all parts of the
carth. See use of the phrase in
Ps. 50:1. 113:3. Mal, 1:1].

YERSE 8

“They shall dwell in the midst
of Jerusalem”™ - Obviously this
cannot signify the city alone, other-
wise the verse would teach that
all the Jews who are restored from
all paris of the earth will return
to Jerusalem. Here, the city by
metonymy stands for the land, be-
‘ng its spiritual and political head.
The people. though physically
«oovpying alt the land, will spiritu-
ally dwell in Jerusalem as per Ps.
90:4. 91:1.

“My people” — This indicates
their changed staius. See Hos.
1:10-11, 2:23,

“In truth” -— The people will
accept the truth in Christ Jesus
tZech, 12:10. 13:1).

“In righteousness” — Or justifi-
cation. They shall be justified
thereby, being accepted on a basis
2{ faith (Jer. 4:2, Rom. 11:23, 26-
AN

‘g ENCOURAGEMENT FOR CURRENT TIMES ~ Vv, 9-13
Notice that this is still part of Zechariah's address to the de-

putation from Bethel — Chapt. 7:2. He expluins that the blessings

then experienced should be viewed as a guurantee of blessings yet

to come.

VERSE 9

“Let your hands be strong” ——
In view of the wonderful future
that Yahweh promised the nation,
the prophet encouraged the people,
as Haggai had done before him
(Hag. 2:4). He called upon them to
labour faitbfully. courageously, and
patiently in the work before them
in spite of current difficulties, in
the assurance that Yahweh will
bless such labours by granting
those who maupifesied them a par-
ticipation in the joys of the future
age.

83

“Ye that hear In these days”
Haggai had likewise promised im-
mediate blessings for his Jewish
contemnporaries (Hag. 2:18).

“The prophets” - MHaggai and
Zechariah.

VERSE 19

“For before these days”
Zechariah could point to an im-
provement in the condition of the
people resuiting from the way they
had laboured in the work
Yahweh. The blessings even then
received (and which prompied the
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question posed by the deputation
from Bethel) were tokens of the
greater blessings to come when
the fulness of v. 13 will be mani-
fest in the earth.

“No hire for man or beast” —-
They had been plagued with un-
employment (Hag. 1:6).

“No peace” — Unsettled con-
ditions due 1o the a.nlasonum of
surrounding mmons (Bzra. 4

“Every man a his nelgh
— Domestic strife and dis-
satisfaction.

VERSE 11

“But now . . . - Secing the
people were labouring faithfully in
the work, an immediate blessing
was promised: “The sced sheil be
ﬁrosperou:' the vine shall give

er fruit, the ground shall give,
her increase, and the heavens shall’
give their dew, and I will cause
the remnant of this pie to

E)ssas all these things” (v. 12)
aggai promised the same bless-
ings (Hag. 2:19).

YERSE 12

“The seed shall be prosperous”—
Note the margin. The seed shall
be sown in peace without the
ravages of war which would des-
troy the work of peacs.

“The heavens shall give their
dew” — Previously the jand suf-
fered the effects of drought (Hag.
1:9-11). Thess things were recog-
pgised by faithful Hecbrews as
cl:oﬁr;ung from Yahweh {cp. Ruth

YERSE 13
“And it shall come to pess” —
All the blessings then being re-
ceived were but tokens of greater
ones that the future will vet reveal,
As Yahweh was good to Isracl
then, so He will be in the future.
%A curee” — Hebr. “gelalah”—
a reviling, a thing lightly esteemsd.
Sce Isa. 43:28. Jer. 42:18. 24:9,
Ezek. 36:20.
house of Judah and of

“G
Isruel” — See Ezck. 37:21-22.

Truth, to THINK :he
84

“Ye shal be a blessing”
Yahweh originally called Israel
out of Egypt that the people might
reflect His glory, but as Jeremiah
declared (Ch. 13:11), “they would
not hear.” Nevertheless, this pur-
pose, solemnly promiscd to the
patriarchs. shall fulfilled ulti-
mately (Jer. 33: 6-9) The nstional
redemption of Israel will be fol-
lowed by blessings that will extend
through Israel to all nations (Jer,
3:17. Isa. 2:2-4, Psaim 68:29.
Psalm 72). This will be accom-
plished through the Lord Jesus
(Yah‘s Saivatlon) for *1 (Yahweh)
will save you."

“Fear not, but let your hands

be strong” — Do not fear.
in God and be encouraged.

FEAR YE NOT! — Vv,

VERSE 1§

“I thought in these days to do
well uwato Jerusalem and to the
house of Judah”™ — Notice that
Israel is excluded. These words
epply to Zechariah's day; but those
of v. 13 look to the fuwre, and
to the full restoration of the
nation.

14-15

WHAT YAHWEH DELIGHTS
IN — Vv, 16-17

VERSE 16

“These things ye shall do” ~—
They were to be doers of the
;v%td, not hearers only (James I:

“Spmk ye every man the fruth

to his neighbour” — They were

1o be energetic in sening God's
truth before the pouce of others,
“Execute the judgments of fruth”
—They were not only to speak the
Truth but to obey it in action.
“Let none of you imugine evil
your hesrts” —- Exclude inward
thoughzs of wickedness so that
Truth dominates the heart. eradi-
cating all evil secret thoughts ome
towards another, They were thus
so SPEAK the Truth, 10 DO the
Tornh., This

{rust |

+
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is what Yahweh desired, and nat
the mere empty formalism of their
fasis. On the other hand, false
oaths, secret evil, warfare among
brethiren, hypocrisy that professes
but does not act upan the truth,
and a fear 1o confess it before
men, are “things that I hate, saith
Yahweh"” (v. 17). See Ps. 19:14,
YERSE 17

“Love no false oath” -— They
were not to harbor deceit or per-
jury, but allow the principles of
the Truth to so ruic them that

false actions would be automatic-
ally excluded.

FASTS CONVERTED TO JOY-
FUL FESTIVITIES — Vv. 18-19

VERSE 18

“The fast of the fourth moath”
—This recalled the breaching of

THIS TRANSFORMATION

the walls by Nebuchadnezzar in
the {lth vear of Zedehiah through
the famine that desolated the ciy
tier. 39:2.3. 32:6-7),

“The fast of the tifth irooth”—
Recalled the destrucuon of the
city and temple (2 Kings 25:8.9.
Jer. 52:12).

“Seventh month” — Recalled
the slaying of Gedalish with the
consequest final evacuauon of the
land tJer. 41:4-2),

“Tenth mooth” - Recalled the
beginning of the siege in the 9th
year of Zedehiah (2 Kys. 25:1. ler.
39:1. 52:6-7.

“Joy, gladness und cheerful
feasts” ~ Fesuvals in which the
people repoiced in the goodness of
Yahweh 1o them. Thus through
His mercy and boumiy their fasts
were converied into feasts.

TYPICAL OF FUTURE CHANGES

- Vv, 20-23

Amos proclaimed that the feasts of Yahwel would be con-
verted into fasts because of the folly of the people (Amos 8:10).
He spoke of o terrible farmine that would come and be the cause of
mourning, ¢ famine not of bread, nor ¢ thist of water. but of hear-
ing the wards of Yahweh. Isaiah. on the other hand. predicted the
time when the fasting and mourning of true Israelites wil be con-
verted into joyous celebrations of Yaliwel's goodness and mercy
{Isu. 61:2-3. 65:19. Jer. 33:10-11).

VERSE 20

“It shall yet come to pass” —
The converting of the fasts of
Judah into joyous festivals, 1s
shown as a type of what shall be

revealed throughout the world
when Christ returns.
VERSE 21

“The inhubitants of one city

shall go to another” - This ap-
pears to be a voluntary service as
distinct from the compulsory
national service of Zechariah 14:16.
It suggests that in the future age,
2 c¢ity might experience some oul-
standing blessing. and the inhabs-
tapts decide to show thar great

appreciation to Yahweh. by 365

voluntary pelgrimage to the land
1o worship before the King. Qtber,
nesghbouring  ciiies hear of this,
snd join the company for the pur-
pose. Similar voluntary services are
implied in lIsa. 2:2-4, Psalm 122.
In addition 1o these voluntary pil-
grimages and the compulsory one
prescribed in  Zechariah  14:16,
there will be special monihly and
weekly services as shown by lsaish
6623, as well as other services
referred to by Ezekiel. In short,
services of varying namre will be
constantly conducted in the Temple.

“Let us go"—The desire of one
community to ascend to Jerusalem
for worship will spread to another,
and widespread enthusiasm  will
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result, as waorshippers throng to-
wards Zion.
VERSE 22

“Lord of Hosts” — Yahweh
Sabaoth. Yahweh maoanifesied
through His army of glorified
saints with Christ at their head
{Rev. 19:14), The threnging waor-
shippers will recogrise that the
benefils they oexperience in the
Millenium are due to the warfare
successfully waged by Yahweh
Sabaoth, He will have destroyed
all  oppressors, and established
righteousness in the earth,

“Strong uat'oos shall come fo
seek Yahweh” .- Hebr. bagash
— 10 seek, inquire. Natice the
changed antitude! Their pride hav-
ing been  humbled, they leam
to fear Yahweh (Prov. 8:13).
Flesh being aware of its limita-
tions and ugter helplesness, shall
seek’ Yahweh, the fountain of
wisdom, the source of strength.
They have to seek God first, then
he shall bless (2 Chron. 15:2.4).

“To pray before Yuhweh” -
Hebr. chalsh ~ to beseech, depre-
cate — nol just to pray habitual.
ly. They shall recognise Him as
“the giver of every good and per-
fect gift” (James 1:17). With re-
pentant hearts they shall beseech
God for His blessing (cp. 2 Kgs.
13:4, same word). Everyone pray-
ing before the priest in Jerusalem
shail be considered as praying be-
fore Yahweh (cp. Deut, 19:17.
Sam. 119, 10. {2). They will
acknowledge God as manifested in
His Son, the High Priest of the
ags to come.

VERSE 23

“Ten mep” — “Ten” is used in
the Bibie in the general sense of
completeness (see Amos 6:9, Dan,
1:20. Eccles. 7:19. Lev. 26:26. Gen.
31:7. Num, 14:22 cte). The Hebrew
word comes from a2 root signifying
“accumulation” (Strong), that s,

10 the exient of ke digits. Ten
cepresents completeness. for it is
another first after nine. Thus
“ten men” i$ a general term signi-
fying “men everywhere." But in
cddition to that. 1t is claimed that
ihere are ten distinct groups of
languages in use icday among
Indo-Europeans (Ses F. F. Bruce:.
“The Books asd The Parchwents).
Thus it sezms that -whereas
the ten toes of Daniel 2 divide
the nations politically, here, in
Zechariah, they are divided philo-
logically. In stating that these men
come out of “all languages.” the
verse would imply that the official,
universa} language of the future
age will be Hebrew, and whilst
each group may retain ifs own
form of speech, there will be a

universal  acknowledgement of
Hebrew as the chief language
{Zeph, 3:9).

“Shafl take hold of” — Shall be
identified with (Isa. 3:6. 4:1). In
,this. case they idemify themselves
with the hope of Israel.

“Out of" — All nations will not
at first accept Christ, and those
that remain obstinate will perish
{Isa, 60:12). The words, “out of”
implies the total overthrow of
ceriain sysiems (Dan. 7:14-12), and
the salvation of other nations,
These will comprise the Eccelsia
fcalled out ones) of the Mitlenium,

“The skirt” — The Israclites
were commanded o make a riband
of blue on the borders of their
skirts. to remind them of their
heavenly calling (Num. 15:38.39).
This heavenly calling of Israel will
be recognised by the nations in
she age to come, who are here
shown figuratively taking hold of
the “skirt of him that is a Jew."

“God iz with you" — In the
person of the Lord Jesus Christ,
described in Matthew 1:23 as “God

- with us.” See also Exzekiel 43:7.



CHAPTER 9

Human Conqueror or
Divine Prince of Peace

T'here is un obvious break in Zecharial's prophecy at Chapter 9.
Though no date is given, it seems us if the work of the Temple
must have been complered, and in view of this a new series of
visions relating to the time of the end, engages the attention of the
prophet.

In this chapter, the proud and haughty Greek wurrior, Alex-
ander the Great. as an instrument in the hands of Yahweh to effect
His purpose, is contrasted with the humble though dll-powerful King
of the Jews, The former was ruthless in power; the latter full of
grace and mercy. The former rode pompously aganst [erusdlem on
a high-spirited steed; the latter entered the city upon un ass. The
former was humbled outside the city walls; the latter was applauded
and honored us he entered its precincts.

Alexander was an amazing general. Against great odds he won
remarkable and decisive victories. His conquests spread his power
swiftly throughout the then-known world bringing powerful nations
under his rule. But. remarkably, Judah escaped the terrible devasta-
tion that was experienced by other nations who resisted him. This
remarkable deliverance is outlined in this prophecy illustrating the
Divine protection that overshadowed the people of God.

The chapter traces the progress of Alexander the Great when
he fnmvaded the Mliddle East ufter the battle of Issus in south-castern
Aswt Ninor (B.C. 333j. Alexander inflicted such o defeat upon the
numerically greater forces of the Persian Duarius, as to immediately
munifest himself as the next werld ruler. Phe victory opened Syrig und
Palestine to his lightning-like conquusts, and exposed Egypt to his
victorious advance. A detachment of his forces quickly overran the
lund of Hadrach, taking the kev towns of Damescus and Hamath.
He fulfilled the prophecy of Ezekiel 26 by destroying Tyre, and he
ovenvhelmed nations that had previously oppressed fudah.

In advancing against Egypt, he demunded tribute of the Jews,
dnd when it was refused, he threatcned to destroy Jerusalem. March-
ing on the city, for this purpose, he was met by the High Priest and
his compunions dressed in their robes of state. They had emerged
from the city in procession to plead with Alexander not to destroy
it. The haughty conqueror was so impressed with the sight of this
procession of unarmed priests with [adduy at their head, cour-
ageously advancing to meet him in all their regalia, that descending
from his horse, he prostrated hunself before them. When he was

67
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asked why he should do tus. he declured that he had hed a
vision of this procession in u Jream gt Dios in Macedonia, before
leaving on his campaign of world conquest.

Thus Jerusalem escaped the bloodshed and devastation that
fell on other cities such as Guza.

At verse 9, the prophecy breaks off to contrast Alexander with
Christ. The just und lowly King of Isreel who comes not for vio-
lence but for salvation. is considered against the background of the
violent, houghty King of Grecia. Christ is revealed as a true King and
Deliverer; not a human conqueror at the head of invincibly march-
ing forces und leaving a trail of violence and bloodshed behind him,
but @ Divine Prince of Peace; not one who inspires fear and dread,
but one whose coming calls forth songs of greatest joy; not a foreign
tyrant, but Israel's own King; not cruel and oppressive, but infinitely
righteous; not slaving people indiscriminately, but providing salva-
tion: not glorying in the flesh but meek and lowly; not astride a
prancing sleed, but riding upon « humble ass, an animal of peace.

He is shown as the hope of Israel, and through his leadership
Israel’s forces will triumph over the world power of Grecia. Glorious
victories, greater and more enduring than those of Alexander, are
predicted for lsrael when Yahweh shall save them as a flock, the
people of His pasture. The prophecy ends with a song of joy
consequent upon vast changes that shall then be brought about.

It is said that Alexander died at the age of 33 as the result of
a drunken orgy when celebrating yet another victory in Babylon.
The Lord [esus dlso died at the same age, and in figuratively the
same city (Rev. 11:18), but for g different reason, Through His death
He gained the victory over death (Heb. 2:14), making it possible for
the “prisoners” to emerge “out of the pit wherein is no water” (i.e.
the grave). The chapter is a thnlling one of vivid contrasts between
Alexander the human congueror, und the Lord Jesus Christ us the
divine Prince of peace.

ALEXANDER'S SWEEPING
VICTORIES — Vv, 17

VERSE 1

“The barden” — From the Heb-
rew root “massh” — to Jift up. It
can signify 1o lift up the hand
in threatening aspect. Thus it is
an oracle of doom.

“in the land” —The R.V. has
"u the land.” The nro ecy
rera‘::s to the land of Hadrach:
it was not given in that land,

“Hadrach” — It has been idenu'-sa

fied as Hatarika mentioned by As-
syrian kings as an Aramean dis-
trict near Damascus and Hamath
{H. Rawlinson). The decisive bat-
te of lssus in which Alexander
defeated the Persians, laid open
Syriz and Palestipe 1o his attack.

" He invaded the land of Hadrach,

and from
Tyre and

occupied Damascug,
there moved against
Sidon.

“Damascus shall be the rest
thereof"—— R, V.. “Damascus shall
be its (the Dburden’s) resting
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place.” The divine jidament on
nations that had previovsdy  afffic.
ted Israel would rest heawily on
Damascus as it did,

“When the eyes of mun, as of
all the tribes of Isracl. shall be
towurd the Lord® — Rother-
ham, supported by the R.V., ren-
ders: “Yahweh hath an ¢ye upon
men, and upon all the tribes of
Israel.” His eye overiooks the
affairs of men and nations. and
He moves for the protection or
the vindication of His people
Israel. See Jer. 32:19-20. Ps. 14:2.
Heb. 4:13. Ps. 66:7. Prov. 15:3.

YERSE 2

“And Hamath slso shall border
thereby” — The RSV  renders:
“Hamath also which borders there-
on.”" Hamath was adjacent to
Hadrach and Damascus. It was a
city on the Orontes, the capital
of a portion of Syria, and form-
ing, at one ume. an independent
kingdom of the same name. It is
mentioned in Num. 3&:8 as por-
tion of the northern border of the
Iand granted 1o the tribes. So the
prophecy shows how Alexander
would move south ever nearer to
the land of Judah,

“Tyrus and Zidon, though it be
wise” — The clever dipiomacy of
these peoples shall avail nothing.
Despite their reputed wisdom (see
Ezek. 28:3), they would not avert
the clash with the Grecian forces.

VERSE 3

“And Tyrus did build herself a
strong hold” — The prophecy of
the destruction of Tyre is given
in [Ezekiel 26, Nebuchadnezzar
initiated the attack, and destroyed
the city on the mainland, But the
Tyrians removed their wealth to
an island off the coast of Syria,
and continued 10 defy their ene-
mies, and build again their power.
Ezekiel had predicted that Tyrian
power would be irreparably des-
troyed, the siones, dust and timber
of the city would be thrown “in
the midst of the water.” and the
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site made “like the wp of a rock”
(vv. 12-14). S0 compleie would
be the destruction of Tyrian pow-
er, that the city would be “built
no more.” Alexander fulfilled this.
Though Tyre “built itself & strong
hold” in its istand fortress, and
the Macedonian lacked the naval
power to destroy it, he built a
wide ramp connecting the main-
land with the island, using the
ruins of the mainland city to ac-
complish his purpose, and so
“throwing the stones, dust, and
timber inmo the waiers.” Across
this ramp his forces marched to
overthrow Tyre forever. These
evenis comprsed 2 remarkable
and detailed fulfilment of Ezekiel's
prophecy. The wealth and power
that insular Tyre had accumulated
since the destruction of the main-
land city by Nebuchadnezzar were
taken over by Alexander and his
Grecian forces.

VERSE 4

“Beloid” — The word suggests
an exclamation of amazement:
Look!! s though as to impress the
remarkable fulfilment of Ezekiel's

prophecy.
~“The Lord"” ~ Alexander, like
Nebuchadnezzar, was but a tool

in the hands of God who guides
the destiny of nations. See Jer.
37:6, Deut. 28:49, Zeph, 2:12.

“She shall be devoured with
fire" — After 2 seven months’ siege
this was fulfilled and Tyre was
destroyed.

VERSE §

“Ashkelon shall see It, and fear”
— The remarkable overthrow of
Tyre, the energy and skill of Alex-
ander in war, the manner in which
he overcame every obsiacle in his
path, put fear in nations that stood
in the way of his gress further
south. The Philistne cities next
occupied his attention and were
one by one defeated,

“Gaza also shall see it, and be
very sorrowful? — Or, ‘“severely
distressed,” Gaza chose to oppose
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Alexander and stomily resisted him,
but was decisively overthrown after
a five mounths' siege. To teach 1
lesson to susrounding nations, Alex-
ander treated the citizens extremely
harshly. After the city had sur-
rendered, he ruthlessly slew 10,000
of them, and had the king of Gaza
dragged to death through the streets
of the city behind a chariot. Thus
“the king perished from Gaza,”
and destruction came upon Ash-
kelon.

VERSE 6

“A bastard shall dwell in Ash-
dod” — The Sepiuagint renders n,
“a foreigner” shall dwell there. Th
RSV has, “a mongrel people,” or
a mixed community. The term sug-
gesis the gradual decline in once
powerful Philistia, Foreigners tpok
over., where once the Philistines
proudly ruled,

VERSE 7

»I will take away his blood out
of his mouth, and his abominations
from between his teeth” — The
metaphor is that of beasts of prey
gorging themselves with flesh so
that the blood drips from their
mouths, but not entirely consum-
ing the prey because it is taken
away. In this case, Alexander and
his Macedonian soldiers are the
beasis of prey, and the Philistines
cumprise the victims, A remnant
of the nation remained.

“He that remaineth shall be for
our God™ -~ The remnant of Philis-
tia that remained after being hum-
bled by Alexander was ultimately
conquered and converted by the
Jews under the Maccabees (B.C.
175-163) to whom God granted “a
little help” (Dan. 11:34-35),

“He shall be as 2 governor in
Judah™ - The RSV = “as a clan in
Judsh.” Philistia became a prov-
ince of the nation established by the
Maccabees, the borders of which
extended almost as widely as those
of Israel in the days of David.

“Agz a Jebusite” — The Philistines
were subdued and converted by the
Maccabees as David subdued the

0

city of Jebus, and converted its
prince Araunah. See 2 Sam. 24:15-

25, 1 Chron. 21:18-29. And see
Jos. Anu i, 15, 5.
VERSE 3

“And I will encamp about mine
hovse” - The 1erm “house™ relates
to the land and pcofle of Israel
as well as the Temple (Hos. 8:1.
9:15). A remarkable protection
overshadowed Judah during the in-
vasion of Alexander, as it did later
when Antiochus Epiphanes invad-
ed the land. Alexander marched
against Jerusalem, determined to
iake it, but being met by the
procession of priests from the city
headed by Jaddua the high priest
(Jos. Ant. xi. 8. 3) he recognised
this as a vision he had seen prior
to jeaving Macedoma, and instead
of destroying it, he made obeis-
ance to the priest. After the ter-
rible destruction and bloodshed

-that bhad been experienced by the

surrounding nations, the remark-
able deliverance of Jerusalem
couid only be attributed to Divine
protecuon A similar invasion of
land was experienced shontly
after B.C. 170 when Antiochus
Epiphanes returned from his Egyp-
tian campaign to take Serusalem by
storm, He was determined to abso-
lutcly destroy the power of Judah,
and did bring upon it great distress
and bloodshed, but uitimately it was
his power that wes broken, and
Judah arose greater than ever. The
distress that Antiochus brought
upon the country was followed by
the revolt organised by the Macca-
bees, a Jewish family of priests that
refused to submit. Guathering sup-
riers around them they retired
rom the cities to commence 2a
uerilla warfare against Antiochus
piphanes. Remarkable victories
were won by them, despite the fact
that they lacked the arms and
trained soldiers of the Syrians uader
Antiocbus, Ultimately the power of
Antiochus was broken, and the
Macabees reigned over a greatly ex-
tended nation as a kind of king-
priesis. The events of this time are
used in Scripture as typical of those
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when Christ shall overthrow his  bours to fear. In A.D.70, however,
enemies and reign over a greutly Judah was destroyed by Rome. In
extended Empire. Both during the the iniual stages of Roman power
invasion of Alexander, and the war n the East. she entered as a friend
with Antiochus, it was made abund- and not as an enemy, so that in
antly evidenmt that Yahweh “en- a sense these words could apply
camps around His bouse™ (see to those times. It is obvious, how-
Psalm. 34:7). ever, that ghel evfems of ‘Snis c:nha;;i

« ter are typical of events that shal
b ,,hci‘;:‘ “’f MS:»: ma‘ passeth  yo; happen, when a power from
’é — Alexander reat (see  ihe North shail epact the invasion
v.8). of Antiochus Epiphanes, and lay-

“Because of him that returmeth” ing hold on Egypt, will return to
- This identifies Antiochus Epiph- hesiege and devastate Jerusalem.
anes with the prophecy, as well as only to be destroyed and over-
Alexander. Whereas the lauter thrswn for ever by the Lord Jesus
marched against Jerusalem when he who shall return as King. These
first entered the land enroute for events are predicted in Daniel 11:
Egypt, Antiochus did so on his re- 40-45, and Zechariah's comment
turn from attacking Egypt. Antio- shows conclusively that the ful-
chus is therefore “him that return- filment of this prophecy yst awaits
eth.” the future,

“No oppressor shail pass through “Fo: pow have I seen with Mine
them any more” - Following the eyes” — Yahweh will look towards
attack of Antiochus, Judah rose to His people to deliver them, See
a greatness that caused her neigh- similar expression: Exod. 3:7.

THE CREDENTIALS OF ISRAEL'S KING-—VY.9

Having shown how Yuhweh can deliver His people in the
remarkable escape of Jerusalem in the face of Alexander's impending
attack; and having predicted that He will encamp about His people
(though they would not entirelv escape invasion and bloodshed) in
the later attack by Antiochus Epiphanes, which is typical of the
Russion invasion of the lust davs. the prophet is now shown the
credentials of Israel's King us a source of salvation. The King ap-
pears first as one seeking salvation, lowly and riding upon an ass,
But the victory he gained then luid the foundation for national vie-
tories to be won in the future: victories over death and the grave,
and victories over Israel’s enemies.

VERSE 9 (2) “He i'q just™ — The chief vir-

“Rejoice” — Heb. giyl, “to spin ue of a King (2 Sam. 23:3). See
round” under violent emotion as in {"‘ ;_2'37‘5'1:3' 45:6-7. J‘gz 23&1‘5’5-
excess of joy. The verse before us “& ‘0-7. 10 contrast '°d' IS, Alex.
captures the excitemeni, joy amd 3nder was capticious an violently
relief &t the manifestation of fsrael’s “’é"‘t‘f& d‘”%ﬂ?‘" y against those who
Saviour and King. It is significant ©d¢ § towenng cgo.
to note the five points of contrast {3) “He is a saviour” — Contrast
in this verse between Alexander and i) Alexander's action against
Christ. They sre as follows: Gaza and other places where he

(1) “He cometh unto thee” —— asserted his authority, not by sav-
He comes to redeem Israel, not to ing, but by destroying. See Psalm
crush it as did Alexander. 18:27. .

71
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(4) “He is lowly™—The word
(anty) signifies submissive, approach-
able. He was submissive 1o the
Father (Phil. 2:5-8). The word sug-
gests the attitude of one subjecting
himself to the affliction of evil men.
The proud, dashing impatient Alex-
ander was the very opposub.

(5) "Riding an ass” — The ani-
mal of peace, the symbol of Israel.
Josepbus says that foreigners identi-
fied the ass with [Israel (Against
Apion i.7). This animal was vsed
by the judges and kings of Israel
as a symbol of their rank (Jud.
5:10. 10:4. 12:14. 2 Sam, 16:1-2).
When David wanted o impress the
E’eople that Solomon was to be

ng, he commanded that he ride
his ass through the streets of the
city (1 Kings 1.33, 38). The ass is
a high-spirited animal, an excellent
worker, and the only animal the
firstborn of which could be re-
desmed (by a lamb!) under the law
(Exod. 13:13), all other firstborns
being ecither destroyed or offered
in sacrifice. Thus it was chosen as
a symbol of Israel who can be re-
deemed by the sacrifice of ihe
Lamb of God. In contrast to this
animal of peace, the horse was the
animal of war, and was imported
from and identified with Egypt. As
a proud-siepping animal the borse

symbolises the haughtiness of flesh,
at a contrast is thus presented
in this verse! The King of Israel on
the animal of peace, contrasted with
the Grecian monarch on his high,
uplifted, prancing steed, Christ is
shown riding the ass and leading
ge colt, ItThns a f:ﬁ’mbnl of the pl::ig
power. The .grown ass speaks
of the true Israel of God, the colt
that is led, speaks of Tarael after
the flesh. Whea Christ manifests
himself as King he will be associ-
ated with the true, spiritual, gloni-
fied Isracl, and will Jead Israel after
the flesh, so that it will become the
dominicn” throughout the
world (Mic. 4:8). Consider also
Gen. 49:11. When the Lord rode
into Jerusalem on the ass, the people
recognised his hingly digmty, for it
was the appropriate animal for the
circumstance, bul they did not ap-

preciate the spiritual import of the
Ass and the Colt—spiritnal and
naturaf Israel of the future, both
acknowledging their king.

ZI“SBehold, thy King” — Cited Matt,

“Cometh unto thee"—For your
benefit, not like Alexander to con-
quer and destroy.

“Having salvation” — Notice the
margin: *saving himself.” The Lord
saved himself that he might ma
others. As the Good Shepherd, he
laid down his_ hfe that be might
take it up again in more powerful
form in order to save his sheep
(Joh. 10:11). It would anot have
been much use the shepberd merely
dying. He had to die in order to
live, And that is what the Lord
declares in John 10:17. “I lay down
gny life, that (Gr. “h::u)wlnh the
esign, purpose, or T might
take it again...this CO MMAhfh
MENT have I received of my
Father.” The Lord's sacrifice in
life and death ensured his
sonal resurrection to glory (Heb
13:20) as well as the salvation of
all who come unto God through
him. His dedicated life ensured that
he would cbiain redemption from
the body of mortality in which he
came. By thus conquering, he led
the way for others to conquer. In
saving himself, he saved others
{Rom. 4:25).

The Jews, however, esteemed him
only as “smitten of God” (Isa. 53:
4). The very fact that be died was
to them an evidence that he was
not the King of Israel but an im-

postor. They 3 oted this very Smg»
ture (Zech. 9.9) 1o ove
claim: “He saved others; he

cannot save. If he be the King of
Israel, let him pow come down
from the cross, and we will believe
him" (Matt. 27:42), “Save thyself,
and come down from the cross”
“Himself he cannot save. Let Christ
the Kiag of Israel descend now
from the cross, that we may see aod
bcheve (Mark 15:30-32), “If thou

be Christ, save thyself and us”
(Luke 23:39), All mese sayings lay
hold on Zecharish $:9, and were
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used by the Lord's detractors as
Scriptural evidence to refute his
claim.

THE KING SAVES
OTHERS — Vv. 10-11

VERSE 10

“P' - The Septuagmt, Rother-
h:m, and Gesenius render this as
ELs e.‘

“Cut off the charioft from Eph-
raim and the horse from JYerusalem”
-— Complete destruction of Israel's
enemies, and the full restoration of
Israel 1o the land (cp. Mic. 5:10-11.
EBzek. 37-21-22) AMicah 5:10 shows
that prior 1o Christ’s retura the
Jews will put their trust in these
“horses and chariots” there des-
cribed as “thine” and represen.
tative of the arm of fesh (Jer.
17:5).

“Speak peace (o the heathea —
Permanent world peace on the basis
of righteousness (Ps. 72). The verse
thus speaks of total world disarma-
ment (“cut off the chariot”) and the
establishment of world peace. He
speaks peace -— or proclaims it
authoritatively ([sa. 9:6. Ps. 85:8.
Isa. 32:17).

“His dominion shall be” — Uni-
versal dominion, This is a quota-
tion from Psalm 72:8 showing that
the Psalm is Messianic in character,
It formed part of the prayer of
David, expressing his longing de-
sire  for the establishiment of
this future kingdom (Psalm 72:20.
2 Sam. 23:1-7).

VERSE 11

“Ags for thee also” — That is,
Zion (v.9). The vision now addresses
true Israelites who are jdentfied
g’i;? Zion (Psalm 87.5. Heb. 12:
2

THE MACCABEAN STRUGGLE

By the blood of thy covenznt”
~ The blood of the King. See Luke
22:20. Heb. 13:20.

“Sent forth thy prisopers” —
Those shut in by sin and death;
prisoners in the grave. See Isa, 49:
8-9. Rev. 1:18.

~The pit whercin is no water”
— Both Joseph (Gen. 37:24) and
Jeremiah (Jer. 38:6) were placed in
such a pit typifying death, It here
symbolises the grave. As they came
ocut of the pits in which they were
placed. so true soms of Zion shall
be liberated from the power of the
grave (o receive life eternal (Hos.
13:14. 1 Cor. 15:55-56).

VERSE 12

“Tern you to the sirong hoid”
—To ‘rahweh, Lay hold on Him in
confidence of future blessings. See
Nah. 1.7, Ps. 27:1. Prov. 18:10,
John 17:11, 12).

“Prisoners of hope” —In Heb-
rew, “prisoners of the hope”™

“Even loday do I declare”—Fven
in this day of lowest distress, do I
promise you comforts double to
your distress,

“Render double” ~ This is the
priilege of the firstborn (Deut. 21:
17, and Israel is the firstborn
nation of Yahweh (Ex. 4:22), Those
who embrace the hope of Israel
in Christ assume that position in
place of Israel after the flesh who
have been deposed (see Heb, 12:
23.—-Diag, James 1:18. Rom. 9:6-7.
Rev. 14:4). But the privilege of
firstborn  also brought a double
share of responsibilty, so that
whilst a double portion of inheri-
tance is granted those who grace
their position a double portion of
punishment will be meted out ta
those who disgrace it. See Isa.
40:2, Jer. 16:18, Isa. 61-7.

AS TYPICAL OF ISRAELS

ULTIMATE VICTORY—Vv, 13.15
The Maccabces defeated e Power from the north (Anuochus)
that had taken the city of Jerusalem. und then set up therr authonty
therein as king-pricsts. From Jerusalem they extended thewr boundaries
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on dll sides, until they incorporated the nation's previous enemies.
These were either converted or put to the sword. The Edomites were
one such nation incorporated within the borders of the greatly-
extended state of Isruel, and Herod the Idumean who reigned in the
davs of Christ was a descendant of those whe had been converted at
that time. These events are here shown to be typical of Christ's

hiture conguests,

YERSE 13

“Bent Judah for me” — Judah is

represented as the bow, and Ephraim
as the arrow. In the days of the
Maccabees, Judah provided the
main support, though there were
many of the northern tribes who
had returned to the land, and fought
for it. This shall be repeated at
Christ’s return. He shall save Judah
first (Zech. 12:7), and they shall
“fight at Jerusalem" against the
power from the north (Zech, 14:14).
In these places, Judah is a political
term, and relates to the people in
the land. Those scattered abroad
are accounted as Ephraim, or the
ten tribes. AH tribes are to be re-
stored 1o the land (Rom. 11:26.
Ezek, 48). Ezekiel 20:23.37 ks
of how scattered Israel will fight its
way back to the land after Christ’s
return, He will save Judah first (the
Jews in the land). and use them as
his bow in battle, and then regather
those who remain scatrered, whom
he will use as his arrow. This will
occupy considerable time (Mic.
7:14-17). See Eureka Vol. ii, p. 1.

“Zion , , . against Greece” — The
circumstances of the Maccabees are
thus shown as typical of evenis at
the time of the end. The “king of
the north” (Dan, 11:40) is shown by
the prophet to be & latter-day mani-
festation of Grecian power (see
Notes on Zechariah 6:6).

VERSE 14

“Yahweh shall be seen over them”
— The glorified saints will have the
name of Yahweh named upon them
(Acts 15:14. Rev. 3:12. Isa. 30:27),
and will officer the Jaraelites in their
conquests over the Gentiles.

“His srow as the lightuing”™ ——

Sce Psalm 144:5-6, Lightning sPelk"u

of Yahweh's spirit, and it will be
by the manifestation of thizs that
victory will come to the saints as
Israel's rulerts — the king-priests
(like the Maccabees) of the age to
come (Zech. 4:6. Rev, 5:9-10).

“Blow the trumpet® — The
Shophar trumpet — used for alarm
in war (Num. 10:9), and in sacred
ceremonies such as the Day of
Atonement (Lev. 25:9). Armaged-
don will not only manifest the judg-
ment of God in war, but will com-
prise a day of national atonement
for mankind in general (See notes
Rev. 15:8).

“Whirlwinds of the south” — The
army that shall be recruited from
the south, from Sinai (Deut. 33:1.2.
Hab. 3:1-3), and thus relating to the
glorified followers of the Lord. The
word south, in Hebrew, is Teman,
and comes from the root “yaman”
signifying “right hand” (the Israelite
always accounted the east as the
front). ‘These are “whirlwinds of
the Right Hand” for the Commander
of this army (Isa. 55:4), comes from
the “right hand” of the Father (Ps.
80:17). Bro. Thomas: “This sudden
and unexpecied attack of a hitherto
unheard of power will come upon
the whole habitable ‘as a thief
(Rev. 16:15). The Christ in fuiness
in the Great City Babylon and none
suspecting even that the Lord Jesus
had individually desceaded from
heaven! Could any surprise be more
complete!” (Bureka Vol. iii p. 590).

VERSE 15

“Shall defend them” -— Heb.
ganan to defend by throwing 2 com-
pletely protective cover around and
over anyone. This was the case when
the Maccabezs won their victorizs,
for Daniel declares that they were
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“holpen with a little help” (Dan.
11:34), how much more when Christ
and the saints officer the forces of
humbled, disciplined and regener-
ated Israel.

“They shall devour” — Fulfilling
Num, 23.24,

“Subdue with sling stones” -
But note the margin: “Subdue the
stones of the slings.” The Revised
Version has: “tread down the sling
stones.” The sense of the passage
is that the weapons used against
them prove powerless (Isa. 54:17);
the sling stones have missed their
mark and fall harmless to the
ground where they are trodden
contemptuously in the mire by the
victoriously marching hosts.

“They shall drink” - The rest
of this verse expresses the tokens
of sacrifice. In drinking wine, the
warriors identify themseives with
he blood shed recognising the
righteousness of such warfare,
Armageddon is related by Ezekiel
to a great national sacrifice of
which the birds and beasts of
beaven and earth (the nations) are
invited to partake (Ezek. 39:17).

that are prepared to do so
acknowledge the righteousness: of
Yahweh in defending His city in
such fashwon. and oy submsting
themselves under the authority of
the Son will be incorporated in
the Kingdom he will establish
throughout the world; those who
refuse to partake of this sacrifice
will be destroyed (Isa. 60:12).

“Make a noise” — Rejoice,

“Filled like bowls” and as the
corners of the altar” — The blood
of sacrificas was caught in bowls
and splashed upon the four horns
of the altar (Exod. 24:6. Lev.
4:18), this blood representing life
dedicated to Yahweh., The figure
of this verse indicates that the
victories won by Israel will cause
the conquered Qentile powers to
submit to Christ, dedicating their
national lives to him. There were
four horms of the altar, represen-
tative of the four divisions of

Isrgel, and thus the blood of thcm

conquered is represented as being
splashed omn the homs of the

altar.
Brother Thomas writes: “The
Brazen Aliar. which was four-

square, had four horns of brass,
one at each cormer; and in sacri-
fice, the blood was applied to the
horns by the priest's finger; and
the rest was all poured out beside
the botiom of the altar” (He gives
as reference. Exod. 29:12, a por-
tion of Scripture which indicates
ihat the an.mal the bloed of which
way thus used was a 5 n-efering).
“These horns represent the same
thing as the four Cherubim, the
four Carpenters. the four Living
Ones . ..only in the Brazen state,
which precedes the Millenium. As
horns of brass they ‘execute the
judgments written,” as a consuming
fire” (Bureka vol. i, p. 177).

VERSE 16

“Sa-¢ t.em as te Rock of His
people” - Israel will be restored
to its former privileged status (see
Ps. 80:1) under the goud shepherd

(Ezek. 34:20-23. Psaim 100. Isa.
40:10-11),
~stones of a crowa” — A

contrast to the enemies of Israel
represenied as sling stones trodden
underfoot in the mud (v.15). The

word “crown” is “pezer” in
Hebrew, and according 1o Dr.
Strong, signifies something  set

apart or a dedication such as of a
priest or a nazarite. The word is
used of:

(1) The golden band on the high
priest ascribing Holiness to Yahweh
(Bxod. 29:6, 39:30. Lev. B8:9 —
and see Jer. 2:3),

(2) Tre king's sign of office (2
Sam, 1:10, 2 Kings 11;12. 2 Chr.
23:11—and see Ps. 89:39, 132:18).

(3) The Nazarite's budge of un-
shorn bair, the hair of consecration
{(Num. 6:7. 9. Jer. 7:29. Num.
6:4, S, 8, 12, 13, 18, 19, 21).

Thus the term shows that Israel
will be elevated as royal-
priestly nation dedicated to Yahweh
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as were the Nazarites in the days
of their vows. They will risc 10 the
status suggested in Exod. 19:5-6,
a status enjoyed on an even
greater heu;ht of glory by the
saints (1 Pet, 2:9).

“Lifted up as an cosigs”—R.V, =
“Lifted on hngh“ or margin.
“glittering on high.” RSV = “They
shall shine.” Berkeley == “brilliant.”
Israel will glitter as a saved rem-
nant over the Jland, a separated,
royal, priestly nation that will
attract the notice of all other
pations, and draw them to the ome
vpifying warshxp of the future age.
See Jer. 3339,

ISRAEL SINGS THE FPRAISES
OF ITS KING — V. 17

6

VERSE 17

“How great is his goodness” —
Seen in the redemption He brings
mankind 1odividually and natiopally
(Rom, 11:22. Psa. 31:19, Ps. 145:7).

“His beauty” — The royal,
riestly dignity he will reveal, Isa,

3:17. Ps. 45:2.

“Corn” — Grain and wine are

used symbolically of prosperity and
tsx;utll; {Deut. 33:28. Ps. 4:7. Isa.

“Cheeriul” — Hebr. “nub” = 1o
grow, be fruitful. R.V. = “flourish,”
Under Messiah, Israel shall flourish
83 never before. As. v. 10 is a
quotation from Paalm 72:8, this
gezcxsm 'tg be a reference to Psalm



CHAPTER 10

Divine Deliverer of Israel

This chapter illustrates what Paul capresses in Romans 11:26:
“There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, end shall turn away
ungodliness from [acob.” Israel. which according to the prophet's
words shall go through « time of spintual drought, is admonished to
seek Yahweh, who is able to provide bountiful “'rain and grazs in the
field” for rich pasture. So the flock which was to be scaitered duc
to the negligence of the false shepherds is not left without hope.
The Good Shepherd is to be revealed in due time. Zzcharah sees
him segathering and restoring, leading the sheep from dll parts of
the world back to the fold which he has prepared for them. This
chapter then reveals the work of the Good Shzpherd in the age to
come when the nation of Israel shall be raised from the depth of
despair to the height of glorv and triumbh as Yahweh's people.

A PRAYER FOR DIVINE do His will. See Ezek. 36:26.
BLESSIN

G —~ V. 1 “Sball make bright clouds” —
See margin: “lightnings.” This is
VERSE 1 gl ¢ .

« " the spirit unveiled, \v.hich shall
Ask ye” — A prayer for help. be revealed throvgh Christ and the
“Rain® -~ Only Yahweh can saints, As thtnmg causes rain
give this. See Jer. 14:22. Ruth 1:1  (Jer. 10:13. Ps. 135:7. Ezek. 11:19)
with v.6 (oote). Rain is figurative 50 the Spirit revealed through the
of the blessings of the Truth (see glorified followers of Christ will
Deut.  11:13-14, 32:1-2), whilst fesult in “rain,” the proclamation

apostesy is likeoed to spiritual of the Divine purpose in truth.
drought (see Amos 8:11-13). The “Showers of rain” — This is the
blessings of a bountiful rain (the Dblessing of the Good Shepherd (see
outpouring of God's spirit-word) Ezek. 34:26). Thes.e. showers will
ar¢ promised in Hos, 6:1-3. Joel cause the “pasture” (o grow to

2:28. Now Israel is told to ask, or feed the flock (sce Deut. 32:2).
pray, for jt. Such a prayer will  “Tg every obe grass in the field”
bring a blessing !O the pation, in .. The verse gives a glorious figur-
conttast to the idolatry of v. 2 ative picture of spring; with grain
which brings sorrow. In addition t0  ripening after bountiful rains, with
this figurative rain (the truth) that jush pasture in the fields for the
shall be poured out upon fsrael at  sheep o consume, with widespread
Christ's return (Ezek. 36:25-28), joy and happiness in the revelation
there will also be bountiful literel of Divice goodness. This verse
rain granted the land, even as it should be linked with the last verse

is promised in Isa. 30:23. of chapter 9.
“In the time” -— Of Chriat's

return, THE CAUSE OF ISRAEL'S
“The Iatter rain” ~ Heb. APOSTASY — Vv. 2.3

“malgosh™ the spring showers.
These swell out tbegn?nandthus VERSE 2
rfect the harvest (cp, Hos. 6:1-3). “The idols have spoken vanity”
pouring out of the truth will —The teraphim, These were smail
this for Israel after the flesh. household oracular divinities (Ezek.
will “strengthen them™ (v.12) to  21:21, Jud. 17:5. Hos. 3:4). Al
Lt .

r.‘g-élg
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though they were inconsistent with
the pure worship of Yahweh (1
Sam. 15:23, 2 Kings 23:24), they
are referred 10 repeatedly in Israel’s
history (e.g. Gen. 31:19, 34),
Archaeology has shed light on the
teraphim. From the site of ancient
Nuzu, south-east of Niniveh, and
not far from modern Kirkuk, have
come the Nuzu documents found
in excavations conducted between
1925-1941, These have shown that
vossession of such household gads
has implied leadership of the
family, and in the case of a married
daughter the possession of them
ha; nssuredh berf ltllt:esbnnd of the
right to her father's property.
"Light from the Ancient Easut”
p. 55). In Israel's case, it will be
revealed that their trust in such
teraphim bas been in vain. Posses-
sion of such will not entitle them
to any claim of the land of their
forefathers. The right to the Land
of Promise is conditional, and
Tsrael has not lived up to these
conditions and lerms. At Christ's
coming, it will be clearly revealed
that not Israel, but Yahweh js the
titleholder of the fand ilLev, 25:23.
I Chron. 29:15). He shall give it as
a possession to those He has found
worthy of it (Acts 7:5. John 8:39.
Gal. 3:29), and Israel after the
flesh will be reseitled in the land
for Abraham's sake (Lev. 26:41-41.
Rom. 11;28),

“The diviners” — Heb. posum.
People who claim authority 1o fore-
cast apart from Yahweh, The word
signifies to cut, or divide, the idea
being to cut or divide an animal
victim to discover certain omens
and so forecast events. See Ezek.
21:21 and compare with Isa,
44:25-26.

“Therefore they went their way”
~— Moved by faise visions and
ideas, they pursued their own
course, rather than sesking Yah-
weh's way. .

“They were troubled”™ — Heb.
anah = o be “bowed down,” to be
severely afflicied. See Ezek. 34:5.

“There was no shepherd” — No

-
=

8

true shepherd. See Ezek, 34:5 and
cl:?)nl;pagc with v. 23 and John

VERSE 3

“Mine anger was kindled against
the shepherds” - ‘Though there
were no true shepherds, there were
those who had been appointed to
that position, but who abused their
positions of responsibility and de-
stroyed the flock instead of feeding
it (Ezek. 34:2),

“I punished” — R.V. = “I will
punish.” The punishment is yet to
come,

“Tbe gouts” ~— R.V. = “he
ﬂm”. that is, the leaders. See
14:9 (margin). Ezek. 34:17.

Jer. 50:8. The leaders of the people
were more guilty than the people,
and will reccive the greater punish-
ment at Christ’s coming.

« “Hath visited” — Yahweh will
visit the nation in the person of
His son, to discipline and tc bless
(Ruth 1.6, Lk, 1:68-75).

“Hgth made® — The R.V. has
“will make”, This will be fulfilled
in the future,

“As his goodly herse” — Heb.
Sus Giodohuv = The hors= of his
majesty. Judah will be discplined
and regenerated, and will go forth
1o battle like a war horse suited
for the Lord of divine glory to ride
majestically to victory. Zechariah
speaks of Judah as disciplined and
humbled (Zech. 13.9); as educated
and cleansed from wickedness
(Zech. 12:10, 13:1% as victorious
over the nations (Zech. 9:13-15).
See how Christ's army will be
associated with symbolical borses
in his conquests against the nations
(Rev. 19:11-14 — notes. Zech.
1:8, 6:2-8 notes).

THE CURE OF ISRAEL'S
APOSTASY — V. 4
VERSE 4
“Out of him” — Out of Judah.

“Came forth the corner” — R.V,
“the cornerstone,” or Christ.
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Sex Isa. 28:16. Eph. 2:20. The

cornerstone is the stone which
forms the commer and foundation
of a building, uniting together that
which would otherwise be diverse
and disjointed. Christ is the sup-
port and foundation of true Israel,
and will stabilise 1he nation in the
future. The Hebrew word is
“pionah” and is ecisewhere ren-
dered “chief” (Jud. 20:2. | Sam.
14:38 marg.), “stay” (Isa. 19:13),
Christ is the chief and stay of
Israel, but contrast Romans
9:32.33,

“The nail” -— The word implies
a stout peg upon which 1o display
articles of value or glory (Ezek.
15:3). Christ, as the nail, does and
will display the glory of his
gz:t;a)er’s house (Isa, 22:23. Zech.

“The baitle bow™” ~ The one
who will successfully wage war
against the enemy. m
- 5:5 with Ps. 64:7. Rev. 19:11.
Ps. 2, 110, etc.

“Every cppressor™ -~ Better,
“every ruler”. These are the king-
;sar;eslf(.; of the coming age -— Rev.

VICTORY IN CONTRAST TO
THE DEFEAT OF APOSTASY —

Vv. §-7

VERSE §

“They shall be as mighty men”
—The men of Judah shall be as
gibborim, wmighty in batte
Zech. 14:14,

“Because Yahweh is with them”
~-Manifested through Christ and
his glorified followers. See Zech.
14:3, The result will be a national
triumph —— Deut. 32:30.

“The riders ou horses shall be
confounded® — Sce margin. The
riders on borses are those who
govern and direct the war-horse,
Le. Gentile rulers, These shall be
coofounded at the might of Judsh
and ashamed at the defeats they
will experience. Mig, 7:15-16.

LR,

ki']

VERSE 6

“I amy Yahweh” — The covenant
name of God. proclaimed when He
was about to save Israel from
Egypt, and which, in its signifi-
cance, pguaraniees the perpetuity
of the nation. The name signifies,
“He who will be,” and thus pro-
claims the future intentions of
Deity. Notice how these are re-
ferred 10 in this verse: “I will
strengthen,” “I will save,” “I will
bring them again,” “I will have
mercy,” “I will hear them,” for T
am Yahweh (He who will be).

“Y will hear them” — This
implies their conversion. The
means are outlined in Zech.
i3:14.  Rom. 11:23,  Micah
7:18-20.

YERSE 7
“Epbraim” -— The northern

tribes, Israel scartered abroad.

“Shall be like 2 mighty man" —
Scattered Israel will have to fight
their way back to the land (Bzek,
20:33-38).

“Rejoice as through wine” —
They will be stimulaied by the
amazing viciories they shall achieve
{Mic. 7:15-20). Elijah will be sent
1o recall scaitered Israel (Mal. 4:9),
who will then endeavour to leave
the lands of their dispersion for the
Promised Land. Their intentions.
will be misundersiood. for as Israel
will then be invaded, it will seem
as though they want to rejurn'
merely 10 join in battle against
Russia in the land. Such aunemms
will be resisied by the European
confederacy, sc that the Jewish
communities throughout these lands
will have w force their way out.
In this they will be sssisted by God
as Ezekiel 20:33 shows, and will
succeed in doing so in the face of
wemendous odds.

“Their bewt shall rejoice in
Yahweh” They will be con-
‘3’??8 {see Ezek. 20:37-38. Ezek.

——
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THE FLOCK RESTORED -
Vv, §9

VERSE §

“lwmhksforﬂlem”—-—:fhe
Hebrew word signifies to “pipe”
for them, such as a shepherd does
to gather together his k, using
aroughmedorbamboo ipe for

purposs. See Jud. 5:16. In
d:xs chapter, therefore, we have the
work of the good shepherd gather-
ing together his fock, piping for
them so that they come ruaning
to him.

“They shall jocrease as they
have bcreased" The RSV ren-
ders, “as in the past.” See Exod.
1:8-22 for an example of how they
increased in the past.

VERSE 9

“And” — This verse sutnmasises
the means that will be employed to
bumble and restore Isrzel. The One
who brought them to political
death 10 punish them will, also re-
4ather them. In that day it will be
seen that the pumshmem was an act
of mercy designed to bring home to
them the enormity of their offence
50 as to reclaim them.

“Sow them among the people”
~- To sow is 1o bury, thus speak-
ing of the politicat death of Israel
{see 1 Cor. 15:36).

“They shall remember Me”
This will be through the work of
gijah who willtbe aenlt forth for

e purpose of proclaiming to
scattered Israel that Messiah bas
returned (Mal. 4). He with his
associates will be unt out before

Armageddon, though the restora-
tion will be after it
“They shall five™ — Implying a

political resurrection (Ezek. 37:12-
14, Jer. 31:17).

His blessing. His i
“Turn ye uato Me and I Wll] wm
unto you (Zech. 1:13).

THE MANNER OF THE
RETURN — Vv. 10-12

YERSE 10

“Outofrhehndoftgypt,and
out of ia” — The Jews of
the dispersion will be restored from
countries from all points of the
compass {Deut, 30;3-§), but will
enter the Land from either the
north or south (lsa. 11:11, 16.
27:12-13). They will thus bave to
g over either the River

uphrates or the River Nile, so
that they will be nationally bap-

tised as in the days of Moses (1
Cor. 10.1)
“The lind of Gliead and

Lebanon” -~ Gilead i3 east and
Lebanon west of the Jordan, So,
entering from the north or south,
the Jews shail spread out east and
west on both sides of the Jordan.

“And place shall not be found
for them®™ — They shall grow into
a numerous and powerful nation,
being the “first dominion” in the
Empire of Christ {Mic. 4:8). Ses
Isa, 49:20.

VERSE 11

“He” — The second Moses, even
Christ — Isa. 11:15. Acts. 3:22.

“With afficion” — The RV. =
“of affliction.”

“Shall smite the waves in the
sea” - They shall go th.roud:
dry-shod, as in the days of Moses,
thus being nationally baptised (1
Cor, 10:2). As baptism is & symbol
of death and burial, s0o the ses
becomes a “sea of amscuon (Mic.
7:19), The sea in question is the
Red Sea through which Ysrael
pmed under Moses.

“The deept of the river shall
:«1 — ‘me river Euphrates is
erred to. The waters of this
river shall be parted also, to allow
the Israclites who enter the land
from this direction to pass through
(Isa. 11:15-18).

“The pride of Assyriz shall be
brought down” — Assyria is used
prophetically to represent the laiter~

wday northern confederacy (Mic.
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5:5-6). Its pride shail be brought
down by the victories won by Israel
returning tw the land.

“The scepire of Egypt shall de-
part away” — A new order of
rulers (the glorified followers of
Christ) will take over the govern-
ing of the nations. Egypt pro-
phetically relates to the southemn
confederacy of nations, including
the Anglo-American powers. Their
power (sceptre) shall depart away.
Egypt as a nation will also be
brought into subjection to Christ
(Ps. 68:30-31. Jsa, 19:23-25).

VERSE 12
“} will strengthen them in

41

Yahweh” — The complete conver-
sion of Israel after the flesh. See
Ezek., 36:26-27. Zech. 13:9. Hos.
2:23. 3:5. Rom. 11:26.

“They shall walk up and down
in His name” -~ This phrase im-
plies walking up and down through-
out the world — Zech, 1;10. 6:7.
The complete conversion of Israel
will thus be displayed throughout
the world, to become a powerful
testimony to all nations influencing
them to likewise seek the favor of
the King (Jer. 33:9. Zech, 8:23),
This will be accomplished for
“Yahweh's sake” (Isa. 48:11), for
this “He waits™ tIsa, 30:18), and in
fts fulfilment He will be glorified
(Isa, 44:23, 46:13).



CHAPTER 11

The Rejection of the
Good Shepherd and the
Scattering of the Flock

Zechariah Chapter 10 prophesies the regathering of the flock
by the Good Shepherd (see v.8); Chapter 11 reveals why the flack
was scattered. It commences with a figurative description of the
devastation that swept guilty Judah in A.D.70. Sweeping down
from the north. from Lebanon (v.1}, it involved Bashan in the
east, descending to the lower Jordan valley (v, 3), and onwards to
Jerusalemn. The prophet’s words vividly describe the swift destruction
of the land, the despair of the “shepherds™ in consequence, und the
fear of the flock.

Condemnation is heaped upon the so-called shepherds of Judah
who failed to care for the flock, in consequence of which thev are
cut off. The prophet then enacts the parable of the Good Shepherd
(vv. 4-14), dramatises the conflict which would ensue between the
Lord and the socalled shepherds of his day, predicts his betrayal,
the scattering of the flock. the breaking of the brotherhood of
Judah and Israel. the manifestation of a “foolish shepherd,” and
findlly, the vindication of the Good Shepherd in the punishment
that shall be heaped upon the idol shepherd who leaveth the flock,

It will be noticed that Zechariah himself enacts the parable of
the Good Shepherd, thus dramatising the “determinate counsel” of
God with the Lord Jesus, L

THE OVERTHROW OF THE they -overthrew the Temple.
JEWISH STATE — A.D. 70 Lebanon is addressed as the walls
of a fortress, and invited to open

VERSE 1 its doors to the destroyer from the

“Open thy doors, O Lebamon”~ norh.
Lebanon is at the northern ex- “Fire may devour thy cedars” —
remity of the land, and is here The cedars of Lebanon symbolise
invited to open its doors to the ihe leaders or chief ones of the
invader (Rome) who was to come pation (Isa, 37:21-24.  Ezek.
from that direction. Lebanon sig-  17:22.24). The propbecy shows that
nifies the White One, an apt same  these would be overthrown by the
for the tall mountain with its peaks fire of war,
gvgred in sno:éﬁ It is rxdl in

ripture to symbolise Israel’s glory vERSE 2
(Isa. 10:34), the apex of which was -
the Temple in Jerusalem (Luke  ~Howl fir iree? —- The lesser
21:6). Both the land of ksrael and e invie ament at the

. overthrow of the chief ones, and
the Temple are probably here re- /LW 3 sweeps  along o

ferred to, so that the Romans,
sweeping down from the gorth, ibreaten them also.
destroyed the glory of Jewry when “Howl, O ye oaks of Bashan” —

82
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See Isa. 2:13 where these are used
as figurative of people. Bashan is
south-cast of Lebanon, so that the
fire of war is represenied as sweep-
ing southward to encompass the
whole land — as it did when Rome
invaded Judah and dJestroyed it in
A.D. 70. The figure of this verse
expresses the wailing of the wind
through the trees as it fans the fire
of judgment. The prophet hears
it bowling in the branches, and
feels the heat of the flames fanned
by the wind and fed by the timber,

“The forest of the vintage is
come down” — RSV = “The
thick forest has been felled!” The
fire of war and judgment has swept
through the forest of Judah and
destroyed it.

VERSE 3

“There is a voice . . ."—Notice
the words in italics indicating
there are no cquivaleat words in
Hebrew, The original introduces a
dramatic. excited style: “Listen!
The howling of shepherds™ etc,

“Their glory is spoiled® — The
figure is that of a fire sweeping
the forest. destroying the tall trees,
and also eating up the pasture
beneath., The shepherds are the
spiritual leaders of the people, and
in Isaiah 40:6, the people are
likened to grass. All tus is repre-
sented as being destroyed by the
fire of war,

“The roaring of young lons” —
Figurative of the tribes of Israc]
(Ezek, 19:1-2), here seen as roar-
ing in anguish at the destruction
that involves them.

“The pride of Jordan is spoiled”
— The pride, or splendor, of the
upper Jordan is the lush growth of
its banks. This was once the favor-
ite haunt of lions. The figure of
the chapler represests the
sweeping down 1o coaosume the
“glory of Jordan” forcing the lions
to vacaie their haupts, and thus
driving them away, The judgment
of A.D. 70 did this 1o the remain-
ing tribes of Israel (the lions); they
were driven from their haunts and
scauered throughout the world,

THE PROPHET

THE CAUSE OF THE
CALAMITY — Vv, 4.8

VERSE 4

“Thus suith Yuhweh” — A care-
ful consideraion of the following
verses will revenl that Zecharizh
was called upon to epact the
parable of the good shepherd. He
must have carried with him the
instruments of the shepherd, and
gone through ihe motions of all
that is referred 10 in these verses,
cutting asunder his staff (v. 10},
demanding his price (v. 12), casting
the money to the potter (v. 13),
and so forth. If this is recognised,
the significance of this propbecy
will be better appreciated. His
parable reveals the cause of the
calamity that he predicted would
come upon the people —- the re-
jection of the Good Shepherd.

“Feed the flock of the slaughter”
- The word “feed™ signifies
“shepherd,” and *“the flock of
slaughter” are those destined for
staughter by the mighty of the
land. See the use of the term in
Psaim 44:22, and notice how Paul
uses this figure of speech in rela-
tion to the Ecclesia in Romans
8:35-36. So Zechariah was told to
shepherd or feed God's flock that
by its rulers was accounted good
only for slaughter and eating (see
Ezek, 34:1-3).

VERSE §

“Whose possessors slay them"” —
The Gentiles had become possessors
of the flock of Yahweh (see Jer.
50:7).

“They thut sell them® -~ The
leaders of Israel, by their folly,
sold the people into the hands of
their oppressors.

“l am rich” ~—~ The Ileaders
claimed that they benefited by
delivering the nation into the hands
of its oppressors. For an example
of this, nole the words of Caiaphas
in John 11:49-50,

“Their own shepherds pily them
not” — The spiritual leaders of

@ Judab had no pity for the flock as
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both Ezekiel (Ch. 34) and the Lord
(John 10:13) declared.

VERSE 6

“For 1 will no more pity*—The
people were little better than the
leaders, for they followed the
latter in their wickedness, and thus
deserved the punishment heaped
upon them. See Jer. 5:31,

“1 will deliver every omne Inio
his nei ur’s hand”—This speaks
of factional strife and Dbl
and these evils characterised the
fall of Jemwsalem in AD. 70.
Whilst the Romans were hammer-
ing at the walls of the city. the
Jewish defenders inside were quar-
reiling and fighting among them-
selves, and blood was daily sned by
those who should have been umted
against the common enemy.

“And into the band of his king”
— The Jews had rejecled Jesus
and claimed that Caesar was their
king (Jobn 19:15), and into the
hands of this king, claimed as their

own, they were given!

“And they”—The Roman legions
under Vespasian and Titus,

“Shall smite the land” — As
they did in one of the worst sieges
in all history. The word “smite”
is from the Hebrew “kitteth”
and is from a root signifying “to
beat in pieces” as with repeated
blows of a hammer. These re-
peated blows on the part of the
iron hammer of Rome brought the
Jewish state to a complete end.

A THE
THE GOOD
HERD -« Vv, 14

YERSE 7

 “snd® — RV. = “So I fed"
(i.e. shepherded). He performed the
o ote douiess sppetsicg.in thek
peeple, appearing in
midst with the M of a
shepherd and explaining to the
cunous, who may have enquired
the resson for this, what was
meant by the act.

“Even you, O poor of the flock”
—Notice the rmarginal rendering,
“Verily the poor of the flock.” He
enacted the work of Christ who
went to the “poor in spirit” to set
before them the principles of God.
For the use of this expression see
Ps. 10:2, 9. 14:6, 18:27. lames
2:5. Mk, 12:37. Isa. 66:2.

“I took two staves”—Heb. maggel
—Shepherds used 2 “rod and staff”,
though sometimes these were com-
bined in one instrument (Ps. 23:4).
The rod was for beating off wild
beasts (1 Sam. 17:34-35), and for
counting the sheep (Lev. 27:32).
The stail was armed with an iron
hook at the end. to pull in and
hold straying sheep. Sbould one
fall inte a bog, the hook could be
helpful to drag it out. Figuratively,
the rod and sieff spoke of defence
and counting, and were for guidance
and assistance in trouble.

“Beanty” Pleasantness or
Graciousness. Yahweh's grace was
manifested towards TIsrael. but it
was broken when the people re-
jected the Messiah (Mat., 23:12.
1 Thess. 2:15-16).

“Bands” — This spoke of unity
(see margin) and fellowship in
Israe!, founded upon the things of
Zion (Isa. 25:7. Jer, X:17-18). There
is oo hope of this for patural
Israel unti! Jerusalem is restored
{Ezek. 37:21-22).

“I fed the Hfock” ~~ Zechariah
did this typicaily, though it was
fulfiled by the Lord Jesus. The
prophet doubtless gathered those
who were interested around him
and expounded to them the
prophecy that had been revealed
unto him.

VERSE 8

“Three shepherds also I cut off”
-~ Who these were typically as
far as Zechariah is concerned is
not revealed, Perhaps his enact-
ment of this propbecy brought bim
into verbal condict with sogée of

it is concerned, the three shepherds

w—
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whom the Lord “cut off” probably
relate to the Pharisees, Sadducees
and Scribes — the sg-called shep-
herds of Judah. The Hebrew
“khakad” rendered ‘“cut off” sig-
nifies either 1o destroy or to dis-
avow, and probably the latter idea
is expressed here.

“In one month” -~ The closing
wecks of the Lord's ministry wite
nessed an increasing hostility be-
tween him and the so-called shep-
herds. His indictment of them be-
came more public and outspoken
until they could bear it no lopger
and clamored for his crucifixion.

“My soul losthed them. and
their soul alss abhorred me” —
Thus is expressed the mutual
antagonism that existed between
the Lord and the ialse shepherds
of his day during the closing weeks
of his ministry. The word “loathed”
signifies 1o ‘“become impatient,”
and the impetience of the Lord
erupted in the open rebuke and
forthright denunciation of the
leaders thar is recorded in Matthew
23, Publicly be indicted them for
the folly of their ways, until they
seethed with anger and indignation
against him.

VERSE §

“Then said I" -~ Zechariah is
still enacting the part of the good
shepherd, and apparently came
into conflict with some of the
leaders of his day. But the fulfil-
ment of the parable is found in
}be words and actiocns of the Lord
esus,

“l will pot feed you” - Jewry
bhad its opportumity, and baving
set before the people the prin-
ciples and action required, the
nation was rejected when it did
not respond. It had turned from
the shepherd, and the shepherd
could do nothing more for it (Il
Sam. 15:26).

“Tuat that dieth, let it die” —
Israel cast off as a nation. Death
and captivity (“cut off) became
the lot of the people.

“Let the rest eat every one dnas

flesh of nother® — In the siege
of A.D. 70 famine and want were
so much in evidence that this
literally took piace, as Moses had
predicted  (Deut.  28:53), and
Josephus recorded. He relates how
mothers ate :heir babies in the
fsnege. s0 terrible was the want of
ood.

VERSE 10

“That 1 might break my coven.
ant” — Set aside, or annul it
{Raoth.). The cutting asunder of the
staff called Beauty or Grace, indi-
cated that Grace would be cut off
from the nation, for it had re-
jected God. This divine grace bad
ensured its protection from Gentils
oppressors, but now that restraint
wouid be removed, and Gentiles
allowed to overthrow Jewry (see
Mart, 22:7).

~Made with all the people” —
Heb. “Hammim” — peoples, in
the plural. a term reserved for
Gentiles. The covenant with the
Gentiles was 1o resirain them from
oppressing Israel, but with the
breaking of the staff Beauty, or
Grace, this was annulled.

VERSE 11

“It was broken in that day” ——
i.e. when the staff was cut asuader,
As the staff represented Divine
grace, which wus.personiﬁed in
the Lord, the breaking of the staff
symbolised the crucifixion of the
Lord by the Jews and Romans.
Having thus repudiated the Good
Shepherd, gracé was no longer
available for the nation. They had
broken His instrument to help.

“Yhat waited upon me” - This
defines the type of poor who were
fed (v. 7) and so helped in the
tine of wouble.

“Knew that it was the word of
Yuhweh™ ~ The remarkable events
associated with the death of the
Lord, and his subsequent resurrec-
tion revealed beyond all doubt that
his crucifixion was appointed of
God, See John 19:35-40. Acis 2:23.
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VERSE 12
“And I said unto them” —
Zechanah 3 still enacting the

parable. The prophecy has an-
tagonised certain of his contem-
poraries, particularly the leaders
of the people. Apparently they re-
jected the implications of his mes-
sage, and now he demands his
price.

. “If not forbear® — He empha-
sised that he was no hireling!

pieces of silver” — This
was more grossly insulting than no
pay at all. ft was the price of a
slave gored by an ox (Exod. 21:32),
and was the pnce paid by the
priests to Judas to betray the Lord
(Matt. 27:3). Thoogh grossly in-
sulting and contempruous of the
jabors of both the prophet and the
Lord, i was appropriate to the
circumstances, for both acted in
the capacity of a slave to Yahweh.
Chnst is Yahweh's slave to per-
form His work (Isa. 42.1), and he
was gored by the Israel ox. Note
the comment of Psalm 22:12:
“Magy bulls bave compassed me;
strong bulls of Bashan have beset
me round . . ." They gored him
when they crucified hm.

VERSE 13

“Cast i unto the potter” ——
Supply the elipsis: “Cast it down
that it mught go urio the poiter *
‘That this addition is required is
shown by the subsequent action
of the prophet: “I took the thurty
pieces of silver, and cast them to
the potter in the bouse of Yahweh,”
He cast them down 1n the Temple
that the potter might have them,
thus anticipating the very actiom of
Judas, See Matt, 27:3-10. Notice

that in this place Matthew
attributes the prophecy to Jere-
muab, not to Zechanah: “Then

was fulfilled that which was spoken
by Jeremy the prophet . . "
Matthew’s words are doubtless
Literally uue. He was quoting a
saying of Jeremizh not recorded in
his  prophecy but retamed 1n
memory by the Jews as an un-

wnitten prophecy. This was nota‘5

unusual., Jude quotes the saying of
Enoch in vv 14-15 of his epistle,
a saying that is not recorded else-
where, and in Acts 20:35 Paul
quotes a saymg of the Lord Jesus
that is not recorded in any of the
Gospels Internal evidence indicates
that Zecharish was greatly nflu-
enced by the wriings of Jeremuah,
and perhaps this “saying” of the
earher prophet 15 incorporated in
the wrilings of Zechanah.

“A goodly price” — The prophet
is using the language of irony be-
fore flinging the prnce down in the
House of Yahweh,

VERSE 14

“Y cut asunder mine other staff”
— The prophet pubhcly performed
the act to underhne the sigmifi
cance of his prophecy. Both grace

.and fellowship were denicd the

nation when the prophecy enacted
by Zechariah was fulfilled

“Bresk the brotherhood between
Jodah and Israel” — The unity of
the nation and its fellowship with
Yahweh were destroyed by 1us
rejection and crucifixion of the
Good Shepherd. The nation was
completely broken up as a resuit
and scattered among all pauons,
and the sembiance of umty that
once existed, as well as the Temple
which was the symbol to Israel
of unity with God were compleiely
overthrown,

THE WORTHLESS SHEPHERD
Vv, 15.17

VERSE 15

“Yahweh said unto me”—Zecha-
nah now enacts another parable.

“The instruments”—This foolish
shepherd has all the appearance
and claims of the good shbepherd.

“Foolish shepherd” — The word
“foolish” 1n Hebrew, signifies
“wicked” or “impous”. This foolsh
or wicked shepherd relates to the
false prophet of Revelaton 16:13,
uu::‘ 8“wicked one” of 2 Thess,
1 3.
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VERSE 1§

“I will raise wp” — God per-
mitted the development of the
Roman apostasy in order 10 test
His true servants (see 2 Thess
211 | Cor 11't9 Joh 10:4-5,
Rev 13 5-8) What God permits He
15 sad 1o do

“A shepherd” — The papacy.

“Shall not visit those that be
cut off” — He will not help those
who are driven away from the
flock and are i danger of wild
beasts. He will not perform the
functions of a good shepherd
though he might claim to be such
angh have all the appearance of
sul

“He shall eat the flesh of the
fat, and tear thewr claws in pieces”
—So rapacious will this birehing be
that he shall consume everything
that comes his way, leaving nothing
remaining. The RSV renders. “tear-
ing off even their hooves™

VERSE 17
“Woe” — The doom of this

system is announced not mﬂ_!yh by
Zechanah, but by Paul {2 a8,
28), and by the Revelator (Rev.
Chps 17, 18)

“Idol shepherd” —~ The word
“wdol” m Hebrew signifies “good
for nothing,” “worthless” and is so
rendered by the R.V. The shem
18 worthless, like the idois
worships. See Isa. 44:10,

“The sword shall be upon his
arm® -— The sword shail be
wielded by the saints (Psalm 149:
6-% Rev. 19°15), and cutting off
ms arm they shall leave hum power-
less to hight The arm of Rome 18 its
secular power which shall be com-
pletely overthrown by the con-
quests of the saints, The “right
eye” of Rome 1s its Ecclesiastical
power, hoown as the Holy See.
This 15 to be vtterly darkened, so
that Roman Catholicism in both
its secular and ecclestiastical de-
partments will be completely over-
throwo. With the fooksh shepherd
thus rendered powerless, the people
will be converted to Christ.

vddendum to Chapter 11

In vv 7 11, the poor of the flock * are referred to if the AV, or the
RV are {ollowed However, the Companion Bible, Rotherham, and the
RSV tolluwing the Sepuaginl, join two Hebrew words together to form
one, arnd indre 'he woerd the sheep merchants ' linhing 1t with the word
Canaanite ¢ Zechariah 14 .1

In our notas there, it will ve seen that we idenufy the Canaamste
with the spiritual merchants who Fave desecrated the things of Yahweh, and
a similar usage of the word would be appropnoate in the chapter before us,
Thus Chnst. s the good shepherd, minisiered to the “flock desuned w
staughter” v the face of 'he merchants (the spiritual merchants) who were
only 100 ready o setl the flack that they might be made rich In verse 11
they are represented as  watching” him, as he went about his shepherd
duties and verse 12 would be addressed to them.

When we come 1o Zechariah [4 21, however, the statement is made
that “there shall be no more the Canaanne in the house of Yahweh of
hosts " The Canaannie vas there when the Lord visited it during his munis-
try on earth, for the word * Canaanite’ sigmifies a trader, and 1s frequently
used i the Bible for the spintsal merchants who are an abomnation mn
the sight of Yahweh (Rev, 18 1{-12) If the word “Canaamite™ or “mer-
chant” 1s adopted n Chapter 1! the prophecy is teaching that whereas the
Lord had to mimssier in the sight of these spiritual merchants at his firgt
advent, and indeed. found that thev had converted the House of Yahweh
mto a den of thieves (Mark 11 17), they wil not be tolerated at his second
comung, when the glorious House of Prayer for all nations shall be
established The Canaanne will no l%t%gcr be permutted either in the Hounse
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of Yahweh, or outside of it. for his existence, as a spiritual merchantman
will cease (Zech. 13:3.5).

Thus the alternative reading is very attractive, butl there are one or
two features that mitigate against it.

First of all, the reading is said 1o be doubtful, and only possible by
marnipulation of the Hebrew text. And even granted that, there remain
difficuities. According to it. the Lord. as the good shepherd. tended the
flock “FOR the sheep-merchants.” which was hardly the case, and later on
{v. 11), those same ‘“sheep-merchants” or Canaanites, are said to “know”
that it was the word of Yahweh. Now this was recognised by the “poor of
the flock,” but was it recognised by the shepherds and spiritual merchants
of Christ's day? The Revised Version renders: “thus the poor of the flock
that gave heed unto me knew that it was the word of Jebhovah.”

This, indeed, was the asiounding revelation that came to the “poor of
the flock.” The death and resurrection of the Lord brought home to them
8s never before the rmuth of what he had proclaimed. One almost would
believe that the Lord had Zecharigh 11:11 in mind when he told his dis-
ciples: “At thot day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me,
and 1 in you™ (John 14:20).

Both renditions are susceptible of remarkable and beautiful inter-
pretations, but that presented in the A.V. and R.V, seems to bring out more
completely the different groups involved: the flock, the buyers, the sellers,
the false shepherds, the good shepherd, and the “poor of the flock™ who,
following the good shepherd. and “waiting upon him" or “watching him"
{v. 11), alone came to know that the things happening before their eyes
were the fulfilment of the word of Yahweh in truth.



CHAPTER 12

Israe! to seek the
Good Shepherd

THE COMING DAY OF YAHWEH

Chapter 11 commences o new prophecy that continues on fo
the end of Chapter 14. The theme of this long, extended prophecy
is the Coming Dav of Yuhweh: @ Day when Yuhweh will be vindi.
cated by the outpouring of compelling judgments. See Ezek, 39:8.
Isa. 2:10-22. Isu. 13:1-6, Zeph. 1:7. The Day of Yahweh is thus not
the return of Christ. but His vindication in judgment. There have
been similur davs in the past (Isa. 13:1.6. Zeph. 1:7), as there will
be in the future.

Notice the significant repetition® of the phrase, “In that day”
contained in this section of Zechariah’s prophecy: Chapter 12:3, 4,
6, 8, 9, 11. Chapter 13:1, 2. 4. Chapter 14:4, 6, 8, 9, 13, 20, 21.
For this Day, Yahweh *waits”. Isaiah declares: “Therefore will Ych-
weh wait, that He may be gracious unte you, and therefore will He
be exdlied, that He mav have mercy upon you; for Yahweh iz a
God of judgment: blessed ure all they that wait for him” (Isa.
30:18). In that Day, dalso, He will repair the breach made when
Jewry rejected the Good Shepherd, and when the staves Beauty
(Grace) and Bands (Unity) were severed. In that Day, dlso, Israel
will learn that evervthing that has been done has been for the ulti-
mate good of the nation — even its punishinent. Ezekiel 14:22.23
declares: “Ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have
brought upon [erusalem . . . ond they shall comfort you. when ye
see their ways und their doings; ond ye shall know that I have not
done without cause dll that I have done in it. saith the Lord
Yuhweh.”

As is appropriate, in these closing chapters of Zechurial’s pro-
phecy which deal with that Day, Yahweh is mentioned some 30
times, [erusalem some 22 times, and the nations some 13 times.
It is emphatically HIS Day. As he will dominate events, so His
Name dominates the prophecy: it is the Day when ferusalem shall
be elevated to glory, thus constant reference is made to it; and it is
the time when the nations will at last be humbled under His power.
so thev too are brought into the picture.

That Dav will soon be revealed in the earth. It will be the
time when the followers of the Lord will be glorified, so that every
cave should be taken in studving the wonderful events that will then
take place in the earth.

a8
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THE AUTHORITATIVE
CHARACTER OF THE
MESSAGE — Vv, 1

VERSE 1

“The burden™ — Heb. “massah”
= (o lift up. heavy. To lift up the
hand in threatening aspect, or &
message freighted with weighty
warnings, judgments or even prom-
}s)es (cp. Isa. 15:1, 17:1. Zech. 9:

“The word of Yabweh® — This
word inevitably accomplishes the
purpose of ‘Yahweh when sent
(Isa. 55:11).

“Which stretcheth forth the
heavens, ele.” — A common form
of introduction (Isa. 44:24-2B, 42:
5-6. Dan. 4:35, Amos 4:11-13), in-
dicaning that God as Creator has
the power to perform His purpose.
His omnipotence revealed in nat-
ural creation demonstrates His
ability to accomplish the redemp-
tion of Israel. See Psalm 147:1-5,
Jer. 33:20-26. Heavens and earth
are frequently used in Scripture
for political order on earth, and
the time is coming when “heaven™
and “earth” in that sense {the ad-
munistration and the political order
of the people) will be as much
Yahweh's creation as the literal
heaven above and earth beneath
{(Psalm 19). Then, the political
heavens and earth will reflect the
glory of God as the literal heav-
ens and carth did at the epoch of
creation. Isaish deciares that God
did not create the earth in vain,
but that He has a purpose with
;rlc)auon (Isa, 45:18, See Num. 14:

“The splrit of man withio him"
— Heb, ruach. The ssint of God
is all pervading (Ps. 139:7), and
without it man could not live on
earth (Job. 34:14), This spirit is
here called the “spirit of man™ be-
cause it is loaned to man for the
duration of his life (Ece. 12:7, Job
37:10, Psalm 104:30). This spirit is
as necessary lo life as is the breath
of life and the blood that courses

through the veins of mag. It xsgo

the cohesive force of all creation,
and is thus styled as being *within
man." See “Elpis Israel” pp. 34-35.

THE FUTURE SIEGE OF
JERUSALEM — Vv. 24

VERSE 2

“Jerusalem a cup of trembling”
- See margin. Cup of poison or
of slumber. Criminals were given
a cup of mixed wine fo Juill their
senses before execution (Jesus re-
jected the cup ofterad him on the
cross (Math. 27:33-33) ferusalem
will become such a cup. The na-
tions will be hopelessly intoxicated
with the thought of the prize, and
will be led on t Jrink the cup of
doom (Jer, 25:27-29. Psalm 75:8).

“Unte all the people” — This
does not relate w AD. 70 when
anly Rome besieged the city: it
refers to the future siege of Jeru-
salem (Zech. 14:1-2).

“When they shall be in the siege
both against Judah and Jerusalem”
-~ The R.V. renders:
Judah shall it be in the siege
against,..” The nations will be in-
toxicated with the idea not only of
taking Jerusalem, but destroying
the Jews in the land. Thus the
prophet  predicted that  Judah
would be politically represented in
the land in the last days, and
would be in trouble. He also im-
plied that a spirit of anti-semitism
will dominate the latter-day invader
(Ezek, 37:11-13, 38:10-12. Jer. 30:
5-8. Deut. 4;30—R.V.).

VERSE 3 1

“A burdensome stone” -~ A stone
so weighty that the combined ef-
forts of all flesh to lift it only
result in it falling back and crush-
ing those who stry, with it
Thus the Jewish problem is be-
yond mas's ability to solve.

VERSE 4

“Every horse with astonishment”
~ With “panic.” The horse sym-
bolises the war-machine, the armies
of the invaders. Panic will sweep



THE MINISTRY OF ZECHARIAH THE PROPHET

them outside the city of Jerusalem.
See Ezek, 38:20.21. Zech. 14:13.)

“1 will open Mine eyes” — Indi-
cative of favor. See Ps. 80:1, Num.
6:23-27. Ps. 33:18, Ps, 34:15. Rom.
11:26. Contrast the closing of His
eyes to Israel (Isa. 1:15, 8:17).

“Evcry horse of the people” —
Plural, “peoples,” ie., the Gentiles.
See note Zech. 11:10. Blind to the
Divine purpose, they will blunder
into irreparable trouble. See Isa,
30:28. Mic. 4:12.

JUDAH RALLIES AGAINST
THE ENEMY — Vv, 5§

VERSE 5§
“The vemmors of Judah” —
R.V. = “Chieftains.” The leaders of

Judah outside of besieged Jeru-
sajem.

“In their heart” — With dee
conviction (Mat., 12:34). They will
witness the amazing overthrow of
the Russian Gog, and will recog-
nise this as Divine mlervenuon
See Zeph, 3:16-17.

“The inhabitants of Jemsslem.
efe,"—8ee margin: “There is strength
to me and (o the inhabitants of
Jerusalem in Yahweh of hosts.”
The manifestalion of Divine judg-
ment against the wan-mg hosts out-
side of Jerusalem will impress all
Jews in the Jand of the reality
of God. Whilst the Gentiles are
struck with blindness (v. 41, Jewish
12;,“ will be opened to the Truth.

ey will see the manifestation of
Yahweh of Hosts %m:es) in the

army of the saints
(Rev, 19:14).
VERSE 6

“Like an hearth of ng

the wood"--R.V “pan

The Jewish forces io the land w:ll
complete the destruction of Gog
after the initial judgment at the
hands of the Lord Jesus Christ,
See Zech. 14:34. Judab shall
fight at Jerusslem, destroying the
remnant of the invading army as
& pag of fire eats up the wood,

“They shall devour”’ -—
9:15. 14:14.

“The people” — Plural. The Gen-
tiles. See note Zech. 11:10. They
will yverthrow the remaining Gen-
tile armies after the destruction at
Armageddon,

“Jerusalem inbabited again” -—

wHer the siege. for during that
time. the Jews shall be driven from
the city (Zech. 14:2),

See Zech.

ELEVATION OF JERUSALEM
AND JUDAH-—Vv. 78

VERSE 7

“He will save” — From Gog and
from sins, which is an essential
part of Christ's mission.

“Judah” — Judah is used in its
national and not its tribal sense.
Those Jews in the Jand are ac-
counted as Judah, as they were in
the days of Zerubbabel and Neche-
miah, even though representatives
of all iribes were present. See Neh.
4:10, 16, 67, 17, 18, That all
tribes were represcmed then is
showa by the record of 1 Chron.
9:2-3, Ezra. 6:17.

“First” — Thus  following the
type of David, who first reigned
over Juduh in Hebron (2 Sam. 5:3.
2 Sam. 2:1-4), and later extended
his rule over all Israel. His 40
years of warlike reign subdued Is-
rael's epemies and paved the way
for the peace and prosperity of
Solomon's reign and the building
of the Temple. This was typical of
the work GF the greater David and
Solomon, who will be both man
of war and man of peace; who will
rule first over Judah, then over all
Israel (Ezek. 37:22), then over ail
nations (Zech. 14:9), and will build
the Temple of Yahweh. As in the
days of David, forty years will be
occupied in subduing the nations”
{Mic. 7:15).

“The glory” — Glory is here
used in the sense of prestige. The
“house of David” referred to will
not have greater prestige than

91other Jews of Jerusalem, for this
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glory will be taken from those
who delight merely in fleshly des-
cent, and given to the immortal
rulers, who are truly the House of

David as mised in 2 Sam. 7:
11 apd lIsaiah 355:3. God told
David, “I will make thee an

house,” even though David then
bad posterity. He referred to these
who would embrace David’s hope,
and emulate his faith, and would
be the immortal associates of
his Son in the age to come. This
immortal house of David is re-
ferred to by Zechariah in v. 8.
It is obvious from this verse, and
succeeding ones, that at Christ’s
return the tribes will not only be
restored, but some of the principal
families of previous ages as welfl.
But though some may be sble to
claim relationship with David,
there will be no glorying in the
flesh, they will not be able 1o
assert themselves over other in-
babitants of Jerusalem.

“Do aot magnify themselves

ginst  Judah” — RSV renders:
“May oot be exalted over that of
Judah,” AN will be humbled be-
fore Yahweh and His Divine fam-
ily headed by the Lord -Jesus,
There will be no exaltation of
flesh. 1 Cor. 1:29.

VERSE 8

“He that is feeble” — Note the
margin. Made feeble through fear.
See Jer. 30:6 where the prophet
shows that the "“time of Jacob’s
trouble” will causs fear to be
manifested by the people.

“As David” — Suddenly ener-

with strength for bartle and
aith in Yahweh, eves as David
was when he fought with
Galiath. They will be thus changed
because they will realisc that Yah-
weh i3 with them in the person
of His son (Zech. 9:14. Mic. 7:16).
The promised blessing of Moses
will then be fulfilled (Lev. 26:7-9,
Deut. 32:30).

»

“The house of David shall be
as God” — The immortal hovse of
David (2 Sam. 7:16. Isa, 35:3,
1 Pet. 2:5) will be as the Elohim,
the angels (see Luke 20:36). The
word Elohim, here transiated God,
is rendered “angels” ia Psalm 8:
5, a translation endorsed by Pauls
use of the word in Hebrews 2:7.
Clothed upon with divine nature
{2 Per, 1:4) manifesting the glory
of God (Rom. 5:2), sand besaring
His name (Rev. 3:12), they will
be seen as a mew race of angelic
beings, .

“Ag the angel of Yahweh be-
fore them” —In the the af-
fairs of Israel were pl in the
care of angels, chief of whom, as
far as this authority over the na-
ton was coocerned, was Michael
(see Exod.. 23:20. Josh. 5:14 -
mg. Dan. 10:21). But the work of

.the angels will be taken over by

the glorified followers of the Lord
in the coming age (Heb. 2:3). In
leading the nation to war, and
later ruling them in peace, the saints
will be “as the anget of Yahweh
before them,” ot in their sight (Zech.
(AR

/ THE DOOM OF JUDAHS

piaid

ENEMIES —V, §

VERSE 9

1 will seek to destroy” — All
fudah's enemies will be sought out.
Not satisfied with defence, the
divine army, using also the Jewish
people, will go into attack to “re-
buke strong nations afar off (Isa.
2:4, Zech. 9:13. Psalm 149). Those
who absolutely refuse to submit
will be destroyed (Isa. 60:12). In
the verse before us, however, the
word ‘“destroy” is the Hebrew
shuzed and  signifies “to  deso-
late,” “pluck down,” sete. It is
rendered “overthrow” in Prov. 14:
11, All the nations that come
against Jerusalem (Zech. 14:1) will
be overthrown and humbled,
but not all be completely
destroyed.

will
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JUDAH IS HUMBLED AND
CAUSED TO MOURN
we Vv, 10-14

VERSE 10

“] will pour upon”-— Here is a
contrast to the “destroying” of the
previous verse. Whilst those who
come against Jerusalem are humili-
ated, Judah will be elevated. See
Ezek. 39:29. 36:25-29. Jer. 31:31-
34. As the Jews experience the
Divine goodness. and come 1o re-
cognise theirr wvasi bhndness  and
folly they are humbled to the dust.
The revelation thus granted them
will call for a national day of
humiliation. They will recog-
ognise their guilt, and that the
land has been defiled by blood
(Num. 35:33), This will require
some formal ceremony of expia-
tion. such as is suggested by the
requirements of the Law in con-
nection with an unsolved murder
{Deut. 21:1, $) and the plea that
follows (v. 7). Some such cere-
mony seems suggested by the re-
maining verses of this chapter,

“The house af David. ind tie in-
habitants of Jerusalem’ - These
are taken as representing the whole
nation, both high and Jow.

“The spirit of grace” — Which
was rejected when the staff
“Beauty™ was cut asunder. It will
be brought home to the Jewish
people by the revelation of Truth
in regard to the Lord Jesus (Ezek.
36:26) which will cause them to
“sorrow for the burden of the king
of princes™ (Hos. 8:10), psrticu-
larly when they leam of Yahweh's
favor and how it was rejected in
the past,

“Ot supplications” — The mani-
festation of Divine Grace will
cause them to seek the other
Staff—Bands, or fellowship with
God, and unity with one another.

“Look upom” — R.V.=‘Look
unto .. ."” Same verb 25 in Num, 21:%,
They will loock usto him for help.

“Me" — Notice how the first
person propoun (v, 2, 3. 4, 6, 9,

3

ith i -miermixed with the third
person nronoun (ve. 4, 5, 7, 8)
throughout ihis chapter. The Lord
fesus Christ is Yahweh in manj-
fesiction {see Matt. 10:40. John
13.20, 5:23). Thus, when the Jews
rejecied him  they rejected Yah-
weh; when ihey crucified him, they
crucified Yahweh, for he was “God
with us” iMath. 1:23) “God mani~
fest in fesh™ {} Tim. 3-16). The
terrible revelation that the nation
has been guilty of such a sin as
that, will come home to the Jew-
ish people with stunning force,
hringmg 3bout the abject moom-
ing predicied in this chapter; a
mourning that will humble every
Jew to the dust. and make him
plicble 1o the Divine guidance,
Sec Eureka vol. 1, pp. 100-105 for
outstanding comments on this
theme.

A NATIONAL DAY OF REPEN.
TANCE AND MOURNING

—Vv. 11-14

VERSE 11

“A great mourning” — Like the
death-wail in Egypt (Exod. 11:6).
This will arise because the JSewish
nation will recognise its follv at
fasr. It will realise that all the
pain and persecution of the past
couid have heen avoided if they
had sought God in truth. They
will mourn their lost opportunities
as they recognise their past blind-
ness. Such mourning will not be
limited o Israel, but will be the
lot of 3il nations (Mau. 24:30).
They wiil see the Son of Man with
the vjouds of heaven——surrounded
by hs glorified followers, then
made Ius associates in the ruling
of Lo ocutions. (Read the excellent
sovreniy of Brother Thomas in
neny ol L opp. 148-1500)

“The mourning of Hadadrime«
mon” ~—-This was the mourning
for Josiah. A specific day was set
aside for it, and a special service
was conducted, a service in which
Tersmiah participated (2 Chron.
35:24-26). This suggests that’ there
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fwill Jbe """ spexific ™ Eeremony “of
itself Christ and seek Div-

3

dicated fn Romans
Chp. 11 and Ezekiel Cbp.”43.

Ses
also Ezek. 16:60-61. °

Socpest, contrition.
" E 14 . X
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‘Thé - Cleansmg . of Israel

Laméntation and repentance pave the way for forngeness and

ﬂe«msmg which now takes place.

A FOUNTA.IN FOR CLEANSING

- Ve

part of
the Tabermacle of David as in the
days of old (Amos 9.11).

“To the inmhablitants of Jeru-
sslent” — For they are representa-
tive of the whole nstion. See Zech,
8:8. 2:7. All Jews in the land
“dwell in Jerusalem” in a spiritual
sense.

“A fountala for nucleanness”—
Under the Law of Moses, contact
“with death was accounted as de-
filing, and when it occurred, an
elaborate ceremony of 5.8
was  prescribed.  This
sprinkling the person or thing ac-
counted unclean with ruoning
water (Num. 19.17-18) which fig-
uratively mnds for the cleansing
doctrine  of (Jobn 15: 3.
Psalm 119:9). A ﬂgumtxve foun-
tain of living water was opened
st the first advent of Jesus as
he revealed when speaking with
the woman of Samaria at the pool
@obn 4:14). The Jews, however,
i rejecting the Lord, closed up
that fountain as regards themselves,
Ecmmhm to “submit to the right-

of God” (Rom 10:3).

When it is revealed, st the sccond
‘sdveat, that they are guilty of the
blood of Jesus, they will recog-
pise the need of neekm forgive-
pess. The doctrine of {the
fountain of Hving water) will pro-
vide the means, and this will be
-‘ at Jenm!em for all who
to _avail them;ev? of zliau
cleansing” . power. 20l  taught,
"*They llao. if they abide not sill
in unbelief, shall be grafled in
vforGoduabletograﬁthemm

_:_gun (Rmn.»ll .23), The foun- . mg

i’(

tain will provide them with tnow-~
ledge and unde and on a
basis of faith they will be restored
back into the good Olive tree, .
FALSE TEACHERS :
DESTROYED — Vv.2-§

VERSE 2

“7 will cut off the names of the
fdols out of the lgd"-—-“Nu?e
is synonymous with power (cp.
Acts 3:6), so that the ?wer of
idolatry Wdtl gemct:é off. But -
& no to
fou:? Paul teaches that * p.etomecm
is as idolatry” (Col. 3.5) All such
worship of materialism or
will be destroyed. Ezekiel shows
bow the facts

s

their kings” i
of the kings) in o:der at §t
be repudiaied as part of the
of the new covenant by whici
will be restored to favor. , -
“Ibe  propheis” — All
teachers will be destroyed, in
prophet”

“The unclean epirit” — Or false
teachmg, Spint is fre uently
for teaching (sec John 6:63. 1 Jobn
5.6. Eph. 6'17. Ezek. 36:26) in-
cluding false teaching (1 Joho
4.1.3). Spirit is the impulse, which
moves 8 person consequmt
belief whether it be the “spiri
uncleanness” or “the spirit of.
plications” (Zech. 12.10)
end will be brought to hhe teach
ing, to the “unclean spirit” -

VERSE 3 H .‘-ig,_ by
“Prophesy”—This does not bec

essarﬂ;p mean to foretell

but includes the idu;‘got ’lach-

preaching in “general (1

E

.sﬁi‘g

Fib

.
T
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cal demoniacs, who, like Othe Ilo.
will then find ‘their occupation
gone." Then %they will weep and
moum; for no man buyeth theu-
merchandise any more’ (Rev.

CHRIST'S IDENTITY

OF zng:mma THE PROPHET

- v

man or rabbi, who ahall nu:mpt
‘tg ggle out hu old” fooksbnat
13340 e " e Zech

,VERSE 4

“The prophets shall be ashamed”
~The manifestation of Divine
gloryand truth in the person of

the Lord Jesus will cause all
false prophets to be ashamed of
their error, See Zech, 12:10, and
compare with Bzek. 43:11. Those
so ashamed will be forgiven.

bair,” (Heb.

2 Kg. 2:8 and Josh. 7:21, 24) that

s, a distinetive t (gmlt(lhu
ophets metimes wore

18, 2'13) The clergy wesr s dg

tinctive garment today.

VERSE §

“He”— A suspected false pro-
phet being accused of propound-
log error will have to repudiate
‘any such leanings, and give token
of his trus occupation.
un.elr ofm!he.:round. oo

an occupation
tible vnth the duties o!

8 prophet as revealed
Elisha (1 Kmf 19 19-21). Snch
8 declaration forms part of the

d;imce of the sugpected false pro-

“For maa faught wme ‘r
cattle from my yonﬂu"-—‘l‘he RV.
rendess: “For 1 have been mads a
bondgma l;mm my youf.k!‘:ls & sus-
pecte ophet in ence
wﬂl have top;we conclusive root

tbe aewsanon is wrong.

{mda“wm inastauot

mnkahhepro—
R e

Upon some
defence be

REVEALED — V. §

False teaching will be eradicated from Israel by the revelation

of the identity of the King

. As Thomas was convinced by seeing the
wounds in the hands of the Lord {Joh
wise be convinced of truth by the same

N:27), s0 Isme! will hke-
ns This verse is placed

wf .
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in this

posmon to show the means by whnch false teaching wﬂl be

destroyed. It is therefore in its proper context. . ..;

VEBSE‘

“One shall say” - As represent-

mgnﬂhrnlmmmifmnof
as the viclor Arma-

pddonwﬂlbefﬂowed by some

such question on the part of those

‘(homllbeamdtobok upon

Je¢ Deliverer
(Rom. 11.26). N
“Unto bim” — To the main sub-
{eﬁe‘: of this prophecy-—the smitten
8.

“What are these wounds?”—
This was the e¢videace that con-

vinced Thomas (Fohn \q'a’l
“In_the honse of my " —
He does thu be was

id
e oo R
not frien i e
PSRl 218 Zech 114, 7, 10-

WHY HE WAS WOUNDED

— Y,

VERSE 7

®Awake, O sword”-—The ex-
planation of the previous verse is
continued. It is now explained why
he was wounded. It it revealed

succeeded
dcazhwas vmaly

E.g_-u
55;5

>R
il
EEESEnEE

¢

arable of the Good Shephud.
e word “that* in the statement:
Ihydownmylifathnzl
take it up agamn,” is
bima and sigmfies, “to the end
:’hu" 'int:d mul (Bnmw).'rbe
mgn. result (Bu
of Jews havmg been
g:h d‘confegxm I“fwomndsm
ands of the opportanity
will be then taken to explain the reai
significance of such piercing.
“The man” — Heb, geber, It
ligmﬁes “migh man." mn of

m endunng the tml whxch tooz
him to the cross, and at the time
of the fulfilment of this prophecy
he will furthermore have mani-
fested himself as mighty in battle,

“My fellow - Heb, hamith,
“to wssociate,” “a  kindred, com-
rade, or relation”™ The terms

Father and Son Dlustrate the re-
lationship, €O-0] with
the other (John 10:30, 16:32. 2

Cor. 5:19) to makse the victory
possible. The term “fellow” im-
plics Divine parentage, and iodi-
cates that God was manifest in

the flesh for the of re-
vealing Himself as & eemer or
near-kinsman a3 the term indi-

cates. To save mankind, Yshweh
had to reveal Himself as such,
;nd He did so through thc Lord
esus,

“Smite” — The Hebrew word is
derived from the same root as the
word for “wound.” These words
are cited in Mark 14:27,

*“The sheep shall be scattered”
Tt s g a
Y, 83
) of the flock were acattered

consequence the
being amitten 26:56).
“l will tum
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;‘ " HOW ISRAEL WiL ¥E HUMBLED —Vv.89 = i

. The Lord declared that Isradl will not see him until the pe
say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord (Matt. ,
.39). The eattnbuldmnthat:hallovmakethcmtwnmthe
latter days wﬂl accomplish this. It will humble Israel, and cause the
nation to seek the intervention and help of God, thus preparing
them to acceptably receive thc Lord. See ]er 30.7.

VERSE 8
“And §t shsll come topa-"—-
As Yahweh overlooks spiritual Is-

:
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as sorely as Isracl, if not more
j-?s:.e D‘:mel 12:1. Jer. 2529,

VERSE!

"5 will refine them as silver”—
The metal of redemption. Ses note
on Zech. 6:11, They will be dis-
ciplined, ° and finally re-
deemed when embracing the Truth
m Christ Iesus

“ v

“Ag  gold” —The bol of
ta:th.§ecnoleon2ech. 11. On
basis of faith they will be
ugmneum&edmmthegood()h

§"

bemq l:lnyn w—%m
mh\!ﬂ:(mﬂuhc.
“Call uoto me

He will acknowledpe as His

. See Jer. 32 38. Ezzk. 37

Has 1:9-10. Isa. 5920-21
Rom. 11.26 They will be incor-

into His family, and will

e His nams as ore MNum.
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"The Glorious Consummat:on p

[ Y -, "l
™ » The final vision commences with a “dark picture of war, siege, *
poﬂ, viclence and bloodshed, but it concludes with « glorious vista of
triumph and victory as Yahwel's power is recognized throughout the
_earth. A remarkable victory outside Jerusalem, tremendous upheavals
"of nature, a transformed world unified by a common rule, a common
worship, a common ideal, provide the foundation of the glorious mil.
lennial reign of Christ. Jerusalem, in which is established a more
glorious Temple than that of Zerubbabel, becomes the centre of oll
this, To it the nations ascend in worship, and there they see a
dedicated city, wholly given over to Yahweh, so that HOLINESS ™
TO YAHWEH (the ciption on the plate of gold worn by the high
priest — Exod. 28-36) » stamped on all sts institutions, whilst from
its precincts the Canaanite is excluded. In this glorious vision of
the future, Zechariah was shown the ultimate result of ol his labors
at that time. Though the Temple the Jews were then building would
be overthrown; though the aation then in the making would be again
scattered, though the enemy would temporarily triumph, they could
labor on in hope, in the sure and certain conviction that Yahweh's
purpose will ultymately be realized and His glory will flood the
earth as the waters cover the sea. The glorious consummation
revedled in this last chapter of Zechariah’s prophecy is nothing less

than the fulfdment of the gospel preached to faithful Abraham:
3 8).

“All natwns shall be blessed” (Gl

LAS!‘ GENTILE TRIUMPH
OVER JERUSALEM — Vv, 13

YERSE L

“Tby spoil shall be divided” —
Jerusalem will fall to the Russian
oostaught, ‘This chapter should be

in conjunction with Ezekiel

a8, Damcl 11: 40-45 Joel 3, Reve.
ktwn 16:16. In Zecharish 98, the
rophet was shown that the amoy
of the latter days that shall epcamp
will be “return-

against J
ing” from an attack onugm and
his words there show tedly

of the cast and north could well
be the presence of Christ at Sinai
(east of Egypt), aod sn attem) pt
by the Western powers to
sohdate their position in

at Jerusalem, and so cut oﬂ
communications of the Russian
Gog. His bold and confident drive
on Jerusalem will bring the armies
of all nations there to battle, Ini-
tal success will be to Russia. Jeru-
salem will fall, apd the spoil of
the city will be divided l.monl its
conquerors, whilst the
be uken into captivi
from the city (see

At ths apex of Russian nm.
however, will
spatch uway the fruits of victory.

YERSE 2

“For 1 will
will bring sli n

§¢_§

or dnven

— Yahweh
to Jerusalem

50
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to judgment (Zeph. 3:8). The city
ghiglh witnessed the hl%iliaﬁon of
¢

trouble™ (Jer. 30:5-7), a time of
trouble that will involve all
tons (Dan. 12:1. Jer. 25:29-33).

*“Go forth” — From his place of
hiding at Sinai. Isaish 26:21 de-
clares, "Behold, Yahweh cometh
out of His to punish the
it o St
3:1-2. Yahweh is
“going forth™ before the hosts of
Isteel in the past (od. 4:14, 2
Sam. 3:24. 1 Chron. 14:15). He
went forth ss their Commander.
Now He does so in the person
of His Son (Isa. 55:4. Heb, 3:13,
Rev. 19:11-16).

. L
ZECHARIAH THE PROPMET !
t i

L

. N - Y
%As when He foaght” — Once'
agein the earth will witness mani-
festations of Divine power as it
did in ages past. The silence of
centuries will be broken =3 the
roar of Judah's lion is heard (Isa.
42:14, 17:12-14). In the Yah-
weh manifested Himself belliger-
through His heavenly host
e sl 4 !g)mln She m
;3. Jud. 4:15),
He will do so through the multi-
tudinous Christ, then clothed upon
with Divine spature, made egual
unto the angels (sce Iss. 9:7), The
s Vaweh of ‘hoo, Jor He Who
is \ or
will be Imanifested in) ac army.

TREMENDOUS EARTHQUAKE
-——Vl'. 4-5

VERSE 4

*His feef — Yahweh's ‘“fect.”
The Scriptures make reference to
Yabweh'’s “hand” and “arms” Isa.
40:10. 52:7, 10). “eves” (Zech.
“pame” (h;.‘ 30:27,

i
:

5
g
8
E.

“IThe Mount of Olves® — The
memmwofamﬂebn
¢ O

100
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“On the east” — Here the glory
left ¥ emulem (Bzek. 11:23. Acts

1:12), and from here it is to re-
turn (Bzek, 43:1-2).
“The Mount of Olives shall

cleave In the midst, and halfl shall
repaove” ~— Terrific seismographic

vals will tear the mount
from its foundations, causing fear
and panic throughout the asssm-
bled armica (Ezek. 38:19. Isa. 30
25. Isa. 2:19. Joel 3:16). A vast
\rallewdl be formed where now
the of hills exist. The earth-
queke will violently alter the con-
tour of the whole land, as Zach-
arish goes on to reveal.

VERSE §

“And ye ghall fee” . The Jews
shall ﬂee. both from the enemy
and from the severty of the earth-

he valley of the moune
iminate ®  which js
in itatics to indicate it is not

shall “fee the

‘Unlo Azal® —— See  margin,
This word is from a Hebrew root
signifying “to separate.” The mar-
gin indicates that the valley spread-
mg from the east shall extend to
the place separated. This will be
Jerusalem. Scientists say that Jeru-
salem is surrounded by four fauits
that divide or separate it from the
tut of the country round sbout.
uske will l.i:u'ently
‘dmdc Olivet and form a large de-
throughout the land ad-
acent to Jerusalem {see v. 10).
erunlem. itself, however, will pot
be but rather elevated.
‘l‘he aults mrroundmg Jerusalem
. traced by scientists mdu:a:e
lww this may be done. Mt Zion
will then become “besutiful for
elevn:euo? (P, 48. Zt;‘:—ﬂeil;l text), and
us the place will constitute
. Htfm 24:3-4. Ezek.
5 '43 12) -~

r;,d

i Like n n fied from before \‘hel

' 'I'HE MINISTRY OF ZBCHARIAH THE PROPHET -3, .

a1

’ 1 ':
earthquake In d:e days of Km
Uxziah” — There is only inciden

reference to this earthquake (Amos

1:2. Fsa. 5.25, eic.). The narrative of *

2 Chron. 26, IS however, states that
Uzziah was marvellousl}f helped,
till he was strong.” It could be that
this is a reference to the earthquake
by which he was helped against his
enemies. The “great earthquake™
of the future, will not only alter
the comtour of the Land of

a8 indicated in Zechariah
14, but will set off a chain of
earth tremors throughout the globe
that will cause fear and consterna-
tion in all parts of the world, and
will plunge Rome into the abyss
{Rev, 18:21, 8:21).

“The Lord my God shall come
and =l the saints with thee” —
Yashweh my Elohim indicates
Yahweh manifested m a multitude,
even the mfulumt:dmcusk(:hnst. The
character of people comprising
this host is revealed in the word
“saints.” They will comprise 2
body of people separated from the
world, snd dedicated to Yahweb,
the honored and glorified members
of thost whom the Gospel has
separated “out of the Gentiles, 2
people for His name (Acts 15:14).

YAHWENH'S OWN DAY—Vv. 6-1
VERSE 7
*One day known fo Yahweh”

This is His day, ‘the time when He *

will be vindicated before all flesh,
and His purpose in creation will
be partially consummated (it will
not be completely fulfilled nnﬁ!
the end of the thomand
reign of Chnst — 1 Cor, 15.2
Throughout the world Yahweh
be honored and glorified. Dr.
Thomas transiates these verses:
“And it shall be in thet day there
shall be no brightness, the spiendid
ones drawing in. And it shall be one
day that shall be known to
Yeahweh, neither day nor might, but
it shall be at the time of eveni
there shall be brightness.” The R.
this by rendering

it as
“the bﬁzht ones contract
themselves.,” The "bngtn ones” m

)

§

b

3
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tbe glonﬁad followers of the Lord
) They will be then “equal unto the
vangels (Luke 20:36), and like them
able to shine forth in glory as the
angels did at the sepulchre of the
Lord (Mat. 28:3), or “contract”
a8 did when tbey
&p;ared unto Abraham as
( 18). The glorified followen
oftbel.ordshallshmefonhutbe
Sun in the kn of the Father
(Matt. 13:43), but will also be able

to restrain that glory whea neces-
sary.

The Day of Yahweh referred to
here is the mullenial “day” of one
thousand years (2 Pet. 3:8. Rev.
20:4) wluch will not be an epoch
of “day and night” but of comn-
emicomms (el 4 whoss govy
n c38
shall never fade. v

“At eveniug time it shall be light”
-~ The shining forth of bnsht.neas,
as far as the “splendid oncs e
concerned will be seen at “evening
time,” that is, at the o
this gpoch of one thousand years.

evening” i3 at the begoning
because 4 Bible day commences with
the evening' “the evening and the
:lng)rnmg were the first day” (Gen.

At this “evening time” therefore,
the saints shall shine fonhmfulueas,
of glory, though prior to that
(wheo they are subduing the

nations), they will contnct
themselves.” B:ble upmphec.{
cates that B Jubi od o!

about 50 years will elapac
the mmrnofol u(‘:ehnst mu:lnd the be-
ginning emmn. or
%)om years ot (Rev.
”ﬂd 0
Judgment, in relauon the
bousehold (1 Pet, 4:17), and then,
by the Innds of the saints, in
yelation to world large

at
(Psalm 149: 1-9) Durmg th is epoch,
the Kingdom of

il be estab-
lished as & “azone to oW into a
mountain filling the whols earth
(Dan. 2:35) During this time, also,
the Millenial Tem) le wﬂl be buxlt
(Ise 60:10), and
its fulness (Mic. 7: 15) Then w.ll

fmn MINISTRY OF ZEC
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"eveninz" or bepnmn
the%lemum when r&
his glorified followerl
r.o 'l‘emple

13 1-2). ﬁllmz lt w: m

the sainis wm
-train themsclva“ as far

‘ '

I’G-

DESERT — V. 8
VERSE 8
“Living shall go out from

43.20), including Mt Zion where

St forth, - which, "fowios east
, Wi » wing

will heal the waters of the Dead

Sea. Baekiel gives a 2pluc ac-

couutoft.hu(Ezek.ﬂll),whﬂst

refer to it

other
(Yoel 18 Ps 464 Isa. 3025,
33,21, 41:18, 43:19-20). Ezekiel
declares that this stream of water
shall flow down the southern side
of the ;levawd dzrlount Zt:mE u;
emerge from nnderground out o
the nonhem and southern entrances
the Temple. These waters will
thetefom onmme from under the

on of Zion (Ezek.
43: 12-16). flow out of the
Templc eastward towards the Dead
whose waters will be healed

(Euk 47:8). This is symbohc also
Srunive of, Bhite teb: 1310
gurative of
and from him shall gush forth a
stream of Imng water consasnng of
the teaching and laws he shall issue
forth for the education and control
of mmpnd (John 4:}0-11, Joln\:1

L P
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P"‘1.37 Ses also Jer. 2:13. 17:13. Isa.  will be

t_ 2:2-4), and this shall have the effect
< of healing the nations, who are
ﬁgun)txvely s “sea of death™ (Isa

\SaF

divided into two streams (Eze

4%:1-2, 9 margin), both of which
first flow eastward (Joel 3.18), One
poun its waters into the
Sea that it is bealed (Ezek.
47: 8), the other apparently flows
east and then north-west to fipally
empty its waters into the Mediter-
ranean. The present Jordanm Valley

E

(greatly changed by the earth-
sluake) will lty form into 2
great inland fresh water.

“In summer and i whiter shall
it be” — These waters will not be
hgendent vpon rain, but will be

ring thet shall gush
forth ﬁ'om ount Zion.

UNIVERSAL MONARCH — V9

VERSE 9

“And Yahweh shall be king over
all the earth” — See Ezek, 37 27-
28 Psalm 2 5-6. 72.8-11. Isa. 2 4
Isa. 54.5. Zech 4 14 6 5. The pro-
clamation that Yahweh reigns on
earth as universal Monerch in the
person of His Son will be made in
the Temple at its maugural service
(Ezek, 43:7),

*“Thers be one Yahweh
sod His mame one” — The RYV.
renders: “Yahweh ahall be ome
and His nn.rne one.” In that day
Yahweh will manifested in &

His pame (Rev. 3: 12).
pature (2 Pet. 1:4), and His
3lory (Rom. 5:2). Though pumber-
ing ten thousand times ten thou-
sand (Dan. 7) they will compnse
one Family, upon which will be
named the name of Yahweh (fsa
2 30:27). As the king-priests of the
Age to come (Rev. 59-10) they
N

!

~ .

spread throughout ;:h:
world (Mal 111, and yet they sl}';il

a unmit, “one”™
and His Son (John 17:21),
This wnity in multiplicity is what
Zechariah 18 expressing: & great
number bound together as one:
the fulfilment of the of the
Gospel (see John 17:17-23).

THE EXALTATION OF
JERUSALEM — Vv, 10-11

VERSE 10

“All the land shall be turmed
85 a plaln” — The effects of the
tremendous carthquake will be
widespread, and wﬂl completel
change the contour of the Lnnd’:
The R.V. renders this: “The land
shall be made like the Arsbah”
The Arabeh 13 the present depres.
sion of land ia the Jordan valley,
and this statement declares that all
the land south of Jerusalem shall
be changed from its nt hilly
state to form a vast Jepresuon or
phin. This will accentuate the
position and height of Jerusalem
which will appear greatly elevated
in  consequence. natural
“faults” surrounding Iemsalem. re-
ferred to above (v. 5), will permit
this to happen without the city itself
being dragged down with the plain.

“From Geba” - Geba was i
the territory of Benjamin, 6 miles
porth oi Jerusalem.

“To Rimmon” — Rimmon was
about 33 ogules south-west of
Jerusalem, situated on the
border of Judah (Josh. 15:21, 32)
The territory thus defined ks that
which 1s set apart for Divine use
(Zech. 2 12), and styled by Ezekicl
the “holy oblauon” (Ezek. 48 9-12),
or the territory set aside for Divine

worsbxg_m the Age to come. The
city Shammah (Ezek.
48:35), th of Jerusalem, which

will accommodate worshuppers con-
verging on to Jerusalem to visit the
Temple, will be set up within this

territory. N

“It shall be Mfted up” — Mount
Zon itselt will be e.levued to



dominate the Whole country (Ps.
68:15-16), calling the people to
worship (Deut. 33:19).
‘ *Inhabited I her place™—Notice
the margin: *“Shall abide in her
lace.” Lit. in ber “underparts.”
tremendous earthquake will
affect the rest of the countrysde,
but due to the natural faults under-
neath Jerusalem, Mount Zion it-
oe!fm'nnotbea!ﬁﬂedoutotg,lm
by the earthquake. See note V. §
Ps. 125:1,

“From Benjamin's gate”, efe—
See Jer. 31:3840, The new to
be built will be a Templc-aty

“to Yahweh” (Jer. 31:38).
extcnd from the tower of Hananee
which was on the north-castern
corner, to the hill Gareb which

cannot be ijdentified, to compass
about to Goath, which can be
identified with Golgotha. The whole
of the Valley of Hinnom shall be
incorporated in this new Temple-
cxty (Jer. 31.40) as well as

, all being “holy umto Yah-

weh." "The borders of the new
boundaries of the city defined by
Jeremiah and Zechariah  exceed
those of any previous city built on
the site.

VERSE 11 /
SAnd men shall dwell In K —
Ezekiel describes how that both
mortal and immortal priests will
be found attending to tbc servics
of it
“There shall be Bo more nﬂu-
destroction” — Lit, “a curse,”
%ﬂbﬂﬂ be
in regard. It
not & curse (Zech, 8:13),

ISRAEL’S ENEMIES
OVERTHROWN — Vv. 12-15

VERSE 12
“Ydl!nli will

Psa.lln

nlulllnu

10:5-6. lu. 34,
ha. 66:15-16. Mic. 4:11-13, The
manifestation of Divine majesty
will be comparable to the effect of
. nudw power. See 2 Thess. 17-9.
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“Thelr flesh” -'- The “invasion of
Israel on the of the con-
federated Gentile powerl was a

manifestation of wer,
and now flesh is humb‘d ﬁf 4
the mejesty of heaven.

eyes” — These had
“gl " on Zion, and are now
suitably punished. (See Mic. 4:11).

“Thelr {ongue® — They had
zgken blasphemous words agninst
c:tya.ndmhng.butmnow
orever. ‘Thus =sppropriate

md are poured out upon
sl forml of rebelliousness.

VERSE 13

“A  great fumplt” —. Heb.,
Mebamah: “confusion”, or pamc
The manifestation of

power, the tremendous upheavah
of pature, will cause this, See
Ezek. 38:2], As a result, the con-
federated, Gentile forces will turn
their weapons onc against another.

YERSE 14

“And Judah sko shall fight”
The remnant that remains (Zech.
13:9) will attack the enemy in
possession of the city.

“At Jersalem” — The Septua-
gint render “in,” some translate
“for,” the RSY "has “against.” All
are correct. The Jews will fight for
and in the city, and sgainst the
enemy Who will have taken posses-
sion of it (v. 2).

“Gold, silver, The wealth
of the Geatiles will ﬂnw towards
Jerusalem to glonfy Temple

See Isa. 60:9. Hag. 2:8-9.

MILLENIAL WORSHIP
Vv, 16-19

YERSE 16
“Evuymﬂlﬂhleﬁoflllﬂle
This does not mean
every mdmdu:l, but every one of
the nations that are “left. This is

shown by the context where the
“family of E etc., is referred
to. There will
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(' Yeur

i Iunug ) hduated

"be compulsory b‘ke tbat dum'bed
dﬂ‘ t tatives 11
ifferen ves  wil
uchnpmw that zradual!y
.all bavc the o pponum(; of
sscending for worship (Isa. 2:2
" Isa, 66:23). Some nations, hawever.
will not survive the judgments to
find 2; place in Kingdom (Isa.

“To keep the Feast of Taber-
— This was the Feast of

In thenng or Harvest (Lev. 23:33-
44 Dent. 16:13-15) when the
“rejoiced before Yahweh”

v, 2340). in full realisation of
Divine blessing as seen in the

barvest. It was celebrated by
Israglites dwelling in booths, and
in Revelation 7:9, 1t is identified

with the millenium.

The Feast originally celebrated
the ,oy of delivemnce nfu:r the

of the period
(Lev 23:43), and pr heucally
the same principle for the

future At that time, invmt.ion will
be extended to all nations remain-
ing after the Divine judgments
have been poured out, to associ-
ate lofether in such worship (Isa.
4520- 2). For that purpose they
w asccnd 1o Zion where the King
utlyb will preside (lsa.
33 17), that they may worship at
‘Yahweh's footstool (Ezek. 43;

Under the Mosaic order, the
time keepmg the Feast way
ﬂn by the harvest of the
d (Lev. 23:39), and this could
well remain & principle of its
future observance. As the harvest
ripens at different times in various
parts of the carth, this would pro-
vide for a constant succession of
worshippers ascending to Ziog -~
& plcture suggested by Isaiah 66;23
These nations will the
fulness of the hanest to Abraham,

constituting him the “Father of
.m,my nations.® -

{ VERSE 17
"V_thgo will not come up”

-

—Thus flouting the Divine mercy. "

Thu geomion shows that rebellion
ility, even durmg
tbe Millenium, even though the
sants will exercise an iron control
(Rev. 2:26-27). As Isaiah reminds Ls,
the wicked deal unnmly, even “in
the land of uprightness,” and refuse
behold the majesty of Yahweh”
(Isa 26:10).

VERSE 18

“The family of Egypt” — Egypt
js «ingled out for specxal mention,
for throughout Scripture it is asso-
ciated with rebellion and sin, See
Isa, 30:1-2. Rev. 11:8.

“That have no rain™ -~ See
Margin, There I8 no word for
“raln” in the ol'iﬁ;nal The Sep-
tuagint renders: en upon them
shall be the overthrow . . ." The
sternest measures will be taken on
such a persisiently rebellious nation,
for its very preservation in the
Kingdom is itself an act of mercy.

ISRAEL THE PRIESTLY
NATION ~— Vv, 20-21

VERSE 20

“Upon the bells” — Margin: “the
bridles.” It was usual to decorate
borses in times of rejoicing and
victory, and such an occasion
s¢ems suggested here. The “bridles™
rivets attention upon that which
controls and guides the horses. The
glorified elect will exercise this
power (see Zech. 10.3. Rev, 19:14.
Rev, 5:9-10),

“Horses” -~ The symbol of
nationa! power and war. This will
be coatrolled and directed by the
“riders™ of the future age: the
associates of

“Holiness unio ¥Yahweh™ — This
was the mscngtion on the plate of
worn by the high priest
28:36), and indicated that
thewarerwasumudnddedx
cated unto Yahweh in thought and
action (se¢ Jer. 2:3). Thus it de-
potes a priestly community such as
Israel will constitute, both spiritually
and nationally. .
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It was Yahweh’s purpose in call-
tng Israel out of t to const-
tute the ple a “ki of
priests and a boly nation™ (Exod.
19:5-6. Jer. 13:11), and His pur-
pose with them in that regard will
yet be accomplished (Jer, 33:9)
When lsrael failed, the same call
went forth to Gentiles (1 Pet. 2:9),
caling upon them to separate
themselves from their previous
associations, and identify them-
selves with Israel (Eph. 2:11-12),
In the future age, 1 as a
nation, with the saints as Lking-
priests, wmill form the channel of
approach in worship to Yahweh
for all other nations, Israel will
then be the “holy mation™ in fact,
Yahweb'’s firstborn son, chief over
other pational sons, and as the
position of firsthorn conferred the
privilege of a double portion of
mhez:lunc‘en (Dent. 21:17), the
pries ignity
and t{e royal authority (2 Chron.
21:3), all these prerogatives will be
vestedin!srael.'l‘ohwﬂlpe
granted a double on of in-
tib':lerita.nc.e c.sal: 4:8), ndwell :.;

e priestly dignity and roy:
authority. As a nnt?on it will set
before men the 'Prindp!e of “Holi-
ness to Yahweh” thus drawing all

< )les to the true worship .

“Like the bowls before the
aliar” ~- Dedicated to Divine ser-
vice, thus indicative of the priestly
functions. Israelites, both mortal
and immortal, will receive the sac-
riﬂmofthemle.uthebowh
received the b of the offerings.
See Note Zech. 9:15,

YERSE 21

(Ezek. 48:10-12).

~ “Shall come snd
and peethe therein”
plies the restoration

take
of

-

‘A

offerings In the Temple of the |
future age — a fact taught in :

many other
ture (Isa. 60:7. 19:21. 56:7. Jer.
33:17-18. Ezek. 44:11, etc.).

ophecies of the Scrip- -

[N

Such & form of sacrifice will be

pecessary in order to graphically
impress the people of that Age —
when sin and death will

modified -~ with the fact
that there is peed to approach
God through the Lamb of His pro-
viding. There could be a ten-
dency otherwise for people to feel
self-sufficient and self-righteous. The
literal shedding of animal blood in
sacrifice will dramatically impress

+

worshippers with the fact of man's |

mortality and need of redemption.
Such sacrifices are not designed to
suncrsede the Lord’s of course, but
will serve as 3 memorial of it, as the
communjon of bread and wine does
now. Sacrificc wes discontinued
when Jerusalem fell into the hands
of the Gentiles, because the Temple
erected there had been appointed of
God as the sole centre for such
offerings (Deut. 12:5.7. Ps. 132:13-
14), At opresent, Jerusalem is
trodden down of the Gentiles, but
when thejr time is vp (Luke 21:24),
and the Temple is restored, animal
again be required.

The expression in Zechariah
14.21 implies not merely sacrifice,
but the sacrificial feast of fellow-
ship by waich the offerer is joined
in communion with Yahweh., Such
g acrificial feast i3 suggested In
Isaiah 25:6-7.

“There* shall be no more the
Cansanite® — The term Cansanite
used in this verse for Ecclesi-
astical traders, or the clergy. The
usenttlmwordthroungaip-
ture illustrates that When

h entered the Land of
Piomise, the record states that

the Canaanite

land” (Gen. 12:6). The word

Canasnite cames from a root

“kana" signifying “to the

knee,” hence to pretend numility,

and thus a trader. Because of this,
osthe RSV renders the word i Zech.

-

A}

was then in the °
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14:21 as “trader.” The Canaanites
were & people cursed of God sGen
9:25), and thus the epemy of the
. righteous. They are a fitting type of
the spiritual traders, the ecclesiastical
merchants of the world (Rev. 18:11),
who trade in the “bodies and souls
of men” (v. 13 — margin), and are
grepared to *bow the knee” or

umiliate themselves to gain an
advantage. There were many such
in the house of Yahweh, when
the Lord visited it 1900 years 2go,
and drove from its precincts the
traders in religion who desecrated
it. He indignantly told them that

they had tumed the holy place
iinlui‘n‘ “den of thieves” (Mark

This form of ecclesiastical trad-
ing will be rigorously suppressed in
the Millenomum, whilst normal,
legitimate trading (under different
principles to those manifested today,
of course) will continue (Isa.
23:18).

1t is significant, that whilst the
clergy are described as Canaanites,
or merchantmen, their churches are
Scripturally described as “bazaars”
or places of business. In Exposl-
tion of Danlel, Brother Thomas
makes this point when expounding
Daniel 11:39. He declares that the
term “most strang holds” in which
a strange God was to be acknow-
ledged with “gold, silver, precious
stones,” ete., ]bily the Apostagsy is
from the ebrew, Mitzahral
Mahurrdm, which signifies “Bazaars
of Guardians,” the dians being
the patron saints Rome and its
harlot daughters.

Peter warned of these “Canaap-
ites” who, he declared, would
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make “merchandise” of the fol-
lowers of the Lord (2 Pet. 2:3).
His prophecy was fulfilled, so that
their numbers in the carth today
are legion, because error is in the
ascendancy, and men fear mnot
Yahweh, But the time is hastening
when the judgment of Yahweh of
hosts will be poured out upon
these wicked perverters of the
Truth, 30 that both they and the
systems of error they control, shall
be removed. The outpouring of
this judgment omn Babylon the
Great will cause “the merchants
of the earth to weep and mourn
for no man buyeth their merchan-
dise any more” (Rev. 18:11). Men
will then turn to Yahweh in truth,
rejoicing in the glorious benefits
of Chnst's reign, and particularly
in the elevating influence of Divine
worship. With joy will they tumn
to one another and say, “Come
ye, and Jet us go up to the moun-
tain of Yahweh, to the house of
the God of Jacob; and he will
teach us of his ways, and we will
walk in his paths; for out of Zion
shall go forth the law, and the
word of Yahweh from Jerusalem™
(Isa, 2:3),

May the time soon come when
the death-knell of Roman Catholi-
cism shall toll out the iniquitous
system with its Ido] Shepherd and
its harlot daughters, when the
shackles of slavery to sin and
religlous  superstition  shall  be
anapped for  ever, because
“Yahweh of hosts shall reign in
mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and
l;:fcir;) his ancients gloriously” (Isa.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
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