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THE TRCEECY oF MALACHT

FCRZWCTD
' These verse by verse comments en lialachi's progphecy, were prepared in con-
juncticn with the Frospect (S.A.) "ZElpis Israel" Class where the book has been under

csileration for scme menzins.,

In preserting the matter, we wish to acknowledge the great help that has been
derived from the writings of Zrother Thomas -~ particularly "Eureka" and "Elpis Israel,®
ar.d we have listed the p_:.aces in these btecks where the prcpnecy is specifically referr-
el to., Ve feel that <the rzzder will be greatly helred if he turns to these places, and
censiders first-hand what Brother Themas has to say upen the matter tefore him,

In sending fertn these netes, we invite the reader to ccrrespend with us in
regard to the study. 7e shall be delighted to receive frem hiz any ccmments up. the
mattsr cutlined, or any questicons that he might care o make, Ve want him to feel that

he is part ~f a study-grcup gathered arcund she Jord of Ged, and free to vcice his cp-
inien t5 further ocur knewledze of this section cf Yahweh's wendsrful Beox. All such
somrments er auest*crs shcuilé be direscted to "ZLrIS ISRAEL" CLAIES, 30X 226, G.r.O.,
ADFTATDE, SCUTH AUSTRALIA. We particularly ask the reader nct to pe bacmrard in <his
r2geri, _as.tte ccaments or questicns he makes, may assist us to improve these notes in

revising ther on scme future cccasion. .
/

The bs.t way to use these nctes will be 2s follows:
1. Read tne Secticn cf ME_L&""‘“ to b2 studied first.
2. Consider whar "Zureka" or "Zlpis Israel" has <o say udon it.
8. Compare this with the study notes provided -~ locking up all references
quoted,
4. If anytling is not clear - write immediately to the address above.
5. member! These are but ncies. Use them as the ba.sls of further thoughts
.. .ot as an end in themselves.
—~-—"6. They are suggested as the basis cf Bible markings. Ycu will find it pro-
table tc mark ycur Sitle or the study thus conducted.
7. We do expect to near from you frem time to time - and thus learn of the
progress of your study.

i v
{

— And one final pcint. Vhen we apcroach the Scriptures, e approach a Book
cerpletely different to anything 2lse on earth. It is a Bock that prcvides us with
spiritial focd - and as Israel was ccrmanded to gather the manna each day, so we, too,
rust have an intake of the spiritusl manna day by day. Ve will orly derive the true
enefit 17 we do so reversntly and ora y=*'f'ully. Terore commencing your study, give
sjourself te prayer, that Yakrich may bless the effort - thus, and thus only will the

r=al power of the study become apporent
‘i1 - H.P.Mansfield
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lotes on the Provhecy of J:dachi Page

" COCETS 57 -, THCVAS
1 FRQM "T2oTS ISLATL"
Malachi 1 : -3 - The purpose of God according to election . . . . . o D. 264,

- Malachi Z : 8-9 « Ignorant priests vnc could not give Israel help in
1. the kmowledge of Yaisweh's purpose€. « o « o« o o ¢ o Po 198,
- ¥alachi 5 : 12 - The Lord vill win Isroel praise and Tfame in every
land where they have been put to shame . ., . . . « D. 454,
16 = Acccpted worshippers knew the meaning of the slain
Lamb; their names arc written as inheriters of the
Kingdom., o o« o o o o o o o o s ¢ s s s o o« o o o o Pa 126,
4 Malachi 4 : 3 - The present world in relation to the world to ccame =
Then Yahweir's edifice is complete, the rubbish that
- remains will be cast out and bumed .+ ¢« ¢ ¢ « o o Pe 169,
Malachi 4 ¢ 3 - The nations ultimately subdueds o o« « ¢« ¢ o o ¢ ¢ » « Pe 443,
Malachi 4 : 4-6 «~ Elijah taken away from his work that he might at a
future period resume and perfect it 4 o o o ¢ o » o P 451,

‘ { +F++ 4+t
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! ¥alachi 5

FROM "EURELA" 0ld Edition Mew Ecition
Malachi - See¢ Apocalypse in Malachi, , « « « Vol.i.pp.83-85. p. ©7.
Malachi 1 : 11 -~ All nations to assemble in an app~-

- ointed way to tvorship earth's Cnc

R ) FiriZe o o » ¢ o o« 5 o o ¢ o o » » VOL.i,P.85, vol.2ap.7C,
R Malachi 3 : 1 -~ Messengcer of Covenant suddenly *o
‘ purify sons of Leovi that they nay
\ offer unto Yahweh an offering in
\ . righteousness. o « ¢ o « « o o o Vol.2.p.518, 2a. Dp.266,
H Melachi 5 : 1 - Buphrates dried; power of QOttoman
\ 4th angel only ncminal; Gallic frogs
: // almost ccempleted their mission;what
: - remaing but for Meczcnger of the
' Covenant to come? . . o o .« o o Vol. 2,p.554. 2b. Pp.263.
Malachi & : 2 ~ Jewishk nation to be as orass and
._r‘\ Tm T silver, well-rcfined. « « o « o « Vol,1.p.180, 1, p.152,
- Malechi 3 : 2 ~ Messenger of Covenant, suddenly, to
purify sons of Levi that they may
offer unto Yahwzh an offering in
righteousnesse o« o ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o VOl.2,p315. 22, p.2€6
Malachi 3 : 3 - as abovVe . o ¢ o o ¢ o o @ VOl.Z.P.5~15. 2a. _‘D.ZGG.
‘ Malachi 3 g 4 - 28S 8DOVE . ¢ « o o o o o o VO1l.2.p.315, 2a. p.266,
| alochi 3 : 46 = The Bock of Remembrence . o .+ » o VOl.L.p.310, L. pa5iG.
- \ Meiiochi 3 3 17 - Elements of Holy City's walls built
\ ’ e upan jcwclso . o e @ o o o o o o VOJ-.S.P.GQZ. 3b. p.286.
T {77 Malachi 4 : 1-3 =~ The Doy thct shall burn as an oven vol.il.p.158. 1, p.133,
— - Malgchi 4 3 2 - Kings of sun's rising arc the
millennial Sun-power, being emzn-
ations frem the Sun of Rightcous-
NICSSe ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ o © @ o o o o @ "01.2.13.276. 28.. p.255.
.;_ Malechi 4 : 2 = Every "King of the Dost" an individ-
wal rizing,cnancting frem Sun., . vol.2.p.290. 22, p.245.
Malachi 4 : 2 -~ Christ, the Great Light, becomes the
—_— — Sun of Rightcousncssce « ¢ o ¢ « o VOl.3,p.537. &b, .18,
¥alachi 4 ¢ 3 — Armies of Israelitcs, ccrmmanded by

144,000, trcad 'onc tolent! closs
of saint =5 ashes underfoot « o + Vol.3.p.449. 3b. p.G7.
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M AL A C H I
The word Mizlachi" sigrifies "'y lzssenger,” He srs the Messernger of Yahe

weh, and therefcre o tyre of the Lerd Jesus who represented the Voice of Ychwen
in Isracl (Jnn 7:16; Feb, 1:2; 5:1).

He was prebebly contamorcry - or a little leter - than Meherdah, for he
speaks zs thoush the Toorle were built, reproving the people for the cpathy to-
wards the Tivine srorship into *which ther hod fzllen. Assuming he was contenpor-
ary, the fcllowing dates present the btackground of his prophecy:

B.C, 536 - The decrce of Cyrus permits the Jews to return from Baby-

lon under Zerubtobel wnd Jeshua (Exre 1).
B,C. 520 - Heggai and Zcecherich provhecy.
B.C. 457 ~ The seccnd return of axiles takes plece under Ezra (Ezxe 7).
B.C. 444 ~ The 20th ycor of Artozerxes, when Henemizh's work commenced
(Neh.2).
It a5 sometime after this date (we cannot be sure when) that lolachi's vwork
commenced,
+ + 4+ 4+ + +
CHAPTER CliE
ISREEL CALIED U2CI TC ACPNOVLIDCE ITS FRIVIIEGES - Vv, 15

Verse 1 : "The lurven” - Thic vierd in the Heorew sigrnifics a prophetic orecle

tz

\J

. CF worni: "The werd of Jotneh” - This is powerful (Heb. 4:12), and will acecm-
»
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plish its purpcce (Isa, 55:1%; Amos 3:8). "3y lialachi" - i.e. By lly Messenger,
The Septucgint versicn renders this statement in this woy, and not as 2 proper
noun 2s in the fAuthorised Version.

Verse.-2 : "I hove loved vou" - See Deut. 7:8; 10:153 33:3. Yahweh still
loves His pecple (Jor. 31:3; kem. 11:28-203 llal. 3:6). “Wherein hes +thou lcved
us?" - Vherc is proof of that love? Incemposzed with difficultics, tne Jews
locked the vision to sece beyond their trcubles to the ultimote purpose of Yohweh,
or their privilcced position. They foiled to see that ther themsclves created
the diffreuliies that exicted., '"Yet I lcved Cccob® - In reply, the prophet re-
minds Israel of their divince czll, Tais comstituted the greatcst procf of God's
love - the-p—ivileged pcsition in which thoy stood, for they hed a Rock to lean
on in time of trouble. Ue can apply these wiords to oursclves. Vhy do we stand
in the privileged position we do? The answers Ychweh hoth loved us! Ve must live
as to bc vorthy cf that love.

Verse 5 : "I hotcd Esou" - In Scripture "love" and "hate" have different
meanings to these we give them, Often they are used in the sense of leving
less than ancther, such as in Gen. 29:30-31 vhere Leah is szid to have becn
"hated, ™ The werd really means thot Jaccb was not as fond of her 25 he was of
Rachcl. Cee the usc of the werd clso in Mct. 6:24; Luke 14:263 John 12:25, In
~those ploces we ore net to understond the word “hate" as we nermielly use it, but
rather e are tcught to give the Truth the first place, the greatest leve, in ocur
lives ~ everything elce must bc subordincied to that great sffection. In regord
to Esau oand Jacob, the subsequent history of the two pecples show how wise wos
Yshweh's choice in selecting Jacob in preference to Isau, Jacob and Esau (or
Edam) orc uscd in the 3ible 25 types (zce Gen. 25:23; Obadizh 15). Jacob rep-
Tesents those vho seck to follew God; Zsou represents those who live according to
the ficch., TFrom Jocob come Isroel and the {ingdem of God. From Zsau came Tdom
Esame word oo Adem in Hebrow - ond meons the come - "red") and the Kingdom of len
L3am), ¢ type even cpplics to the respective countrics of these two peoplcs.
The land of Icreel wes imown for itc white limzstonc; the country of Edom for its
r=d sandstene, Edem wes clwoys ccainct the Jew, olways reedy to fight to porsc-
cute, clviays desirous to everthrow Israel. Sc arc the nations sbout us today.

one
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Both Israel ond Edem were overthrovm by licbuchadnezzar, but after the overthrow
of Zabylcn and the return cf the Jews to Falestine, Edom also tried to reouild
her state (see lial, 1:4), but with the rise of the laccabees in Israel (175-135
B.C,) Edcm vs given the choice of either accepting Juczism or the sword., MNany
mbraced the Jews' resligion and became rroselytes, and so the nation was absorbed
into Israsl. THAT IS TO EZ THE FATE OF ALL GE.TILE POVEES (Isa. 6C:12). Thus the
! fate of Edem {typifisd the ultimate fate cf the pclitical vorld abecut us., "I laid
 his mcuntoins and nis herifose woste" - lLebuchadnezzar overthrew Edcm and the
couniry was given over to csstruction (Jer, 27:3-3). "The draccns"- i.e. the
Jjackals, ¥11d beasvs teck over the country of Zdom; it gradually fell into a
wilderness, ond the tovns and cities becone neglected arnd fell into ruins,

Versc 4 : "Ve 1ill return and build the desclate hicces" - VWhen Eobylon was
overthrovm ty Cyrus of Fersia and Derius (Dan., 5:30«51), Zdcm was released frex
: its domination, and determined to rebuild. "Thev shall budld, but T H1L throw
dovm" - 111 EZdem's atterpts to rebuilt naticrally proved incffectual. "The bord~
er cf viclieénezs" - That is, e wicked land., “Tae pecovle cgainst vwhem Yovreh hoth
indi-natizn icr cver" - Edem's destiny typified Ychwen's ultimate purpese to over-
throv Gentilism and elevate Israel, As noted above, IZdom wos given the chcice of
either accepting the Jews?! religicn or destructicn., They were either overthromm
er converted, This is to be the fate of all Gentile pcwers. Israel should have
! ever kept this in mind and rejoiced in the hcpe of their glericus futurs; but
they fciled to do so. Instead they foolishly questioned: "Vhere hast Thou loved
us?"

]
i Verse 5 : "Zchweh will be magnificd fram the berder cf Israel" -~ This was
{ done in thc years B.C.175-135 when the Jewish iicccobzes (the rollowers of the fam-
"1 ily of the llecczbees) extended the power of Judch in 211 directicns, but this was
ionly 2 partisl fulfilment of these words - they are yet to be fully menifested when
. i the Lord Jecsus converts Israel after the flesh, and his power is extended on all
: hands through their instrumentality - Ezek., 25:14; Zcch., 9:133 10:5-6.

HOV, ISRAIT. TESFISED THE DIVINE IOVE —- Vv, 6-10
Verze ¢ : "A son" -~ Isrcel is God's son (Excd. 4:223 Hes.11l:1). Sonship brings
responsibizities (ixod. 20:12; Eph. 6:2). A son should render cbedience znd love
to his fatnrcr: "A servant"- A scrvant was expected to render loyol service to his
" master, znd fecr to offend him. Thus should Isrzel have been towerds God. They
. should heve rcvealed both love and reverence, "I I te g father" - Ychweh is our
loving heavenly Father - see Eph, &:14 (These words can pe rendered: "I lmeel be-
forec the Father - frem Vhom all 'fotherhocd! in heaven and cn ecarth derives its
name"). See also Ps. 103:5-14. In the expressions of .this verse, the natural
illustrates the spiritual, A nabtural father desires the respect, cbedience and
. affecticn_of his child; he is olweys ready to help him and defend him; he is elwzys
. ready to forgive and assist. So is our heavenly Father! Ve know whot distresses
t the hearts of natural parents - the selfish, lovelass child; quorrels within the
<ot family circle; disrespect, lack of obedicnce. These things also distress our
heavenly Father, A parent delights in the spontaneous love of a child, ond is ol-
woys ready te overlock any failings if they ezperience such love., So it is with
God Vhom we should love with all our heart. Notice the expressicns of love in the
Lord's prayer (ifat. 6:9-13), It is divided into © requests. The first three ex-
press cur love for the Father - cur desire that His nome might be honored on all
honds; the lost three express cur relience and trust in the Father's leove for us,
"If o liastor, vhere is v fear" - Isrcel thus hed the choice of worshipping the
t Father in lcve er in feor, "LORD of hoszts" = Vohweh Scbaoth: Ychweh of Armics
. 3 ~ sec its use in Rem. 9:29, VYohvich Sabzoth relates to the great cxmy of the
heevens (zce Exed. 23:23; Jos.5:14; 2 Chron. 13:12; Deut, 20:1-4)., This angelic
| host carzd feor Israel, overlooking its destiny. The use of this title at this
i‘ ploce, thercfore, expressced Ichweh's carc for His people - but the same Power

- —— -
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Notes cn Malachi Page 3.

that helped Isracl cculd punish the naticn (Fs. 44:9-10) - so that Israel had the
choice of either runichment er help, "Yo say, “hercin, ., ." - The greatest sin
=)

af Israel was the spiritual tlindness cf ths pecple. Tney lacked the discermment

to see their cwm shertecmings (Isa, 42:12; Jhn 2:39; Rev. .9:17-1i8). "Despised

- The werd mcans "set licht by." The same wrrd is rendered "contemptitle" in v.7.
£ 7 3

That vas hew they treated the tabtlz of Yenweh, They did nct despise it in so
many woods, tut by their agticns they tresated it as "contemptible," They gave
the thirgs cof Goé the seccnd best in thzir affecticns, and yet when reproved fer
this, thcy declarzd: "Wherein have we sirned?" This is a warning to us, Only
the very best is gecod encugh for Izhweh,

no

Verse 7 : "Pollutcd bread" - The flech, foat and meal consumed upon the altar
were considered as zhe "tread cf Yehwch" (Lev. 21:6,17; Ifum. 28:2), or His food
(Lev. 3:11) cernsumed by Him (Lev. $:24; €:12; liat, 2:49). ThHe zltar was thus
considered as the Tztle cf Yahwen (cf., 1 Cer. 10:21), Thus "pclluted tread" rep-
resentad sacrifices such 2s are describeé in v, 8. "The Teble" - i.e, the Alter,
"Is centemrtitls" -~ i,e., is lightly estecmed, is despised. They treated the

things cf' God with centempt.

Verse 8 : "Ye offer the tlind fer sacrificze” - Ceantrast this with Leviticus
22:22-23, TYamveh derands tne very best in eur offsrings and scrvice. Anything
less than this is an ofirent to His honour cnd positicn. Secrifice implies loss
an the part of the giver - for there is no value in us giving God that which costs
us nothing (see 1 Chron. 21:24-25), Ychweh will repay in full any such service
that is performed in feoith (icl. 3:10; Hag. 2:18-19; Prov, 3:9-10)., "Saith the
Lord cf hcois" - Isracl was preparsd to roy greanter respect to on eartialy govern-
or than to Yahweh Sabacth (Vzhweh of Armies). This was beceuse they cculd see
the former, vhilst the latter could only be seen by the eye of faith., They locked
the spiritual vision to discern His pover.

1

VYerse 9 : "Now, I pra- vou' - Isrcel is czlled upen to beseech God (EL) to
see if He would ccceot their persens. This is an ircniczl statement in line vwdth
Judges 10:14, and really means: "What is the use of yeour rrayers, your beseechings
of God - He will not accept your persens." What wos reguired was not the outpcur-
ing of przyer, but a changed heart and mind. "This hath been bv your means" =
Your actienz-hove caused Him tc hide His face frem you.

Verse 10 : "Yho" - Inctead of the Hebrew "mi" (Whe), cne Mss of the original
reads "¥i" (Surely), and this recding is adcpted ty such scholors as Heubigant and
Newcanbe, and is in accerdance with the Septuagint version. The verse can then
reed: "Surely the deors shall be closed agoinst yeu, enither shall ye kindle the
fire of oy oltar in vain.," This alternate reading mokes the verse prephetic cof
Yahweh'w intention to vrest the priestly fuctions from Levi, as He did in A.D.70,
in preparcticn fer vhen Fis neme shall be in honour ameng 211 Gentiles, in
2ccordance-with verse 11, This, &f ccurse, sholl be besause of the ministretions
of the Melchizedee priesthocé under Christ {Rev. 5:2-i0), ond not through the
Aaramic priesthocd, "You" - The priests (v.6). There was ne service that they -
would do willingly witnout pzay and in love for Yehweh; their cpproach to Him wes
campletely mercenary.

Verse 11 : "For" - This exrlains why the doors werc to be clesed against the
Aaxronic pricsthood as per the previous verse. Decpite the failure of flesh to
meesure up to the Divine reqrirements, Yahwen's purpcse will prevail. "From the
risine of the sun even untec the roing dcvm of the same" -~ This term signifies
"universaily" - in all parts o: the world. Jee rs. 50:1; 113:3; Isa. 59:19; Ps.
22:27-31; Ps. 98:1-3; Isa. 45:22-25; Fhil, 2:9-11, "M¥v name chall be crcat" - In
the comirg age, when Carist reijms on earth, Yahweh's name will be universally
acknowlcdged as great - Jer., 16:16; Ps. 33:18; Amcs ©:5-6;.Fs, 8:1," Christ will
reveal, or mamifest, the Divine glory in all the earth, ifen—shall see in him the
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gon ifestzticn of His Father in heaven, sc they will see in him the perscrdilication
of He whe is invisible to their sight - 1 Tim, 6:18. "Incensc shzll be cfferad" -
Incense =s tre sywbol cf proyer (Ps.141:2)., It wms the custem of Iarzel to offer
fr::yers vhilst the priests were ergaged in burning the incense cn the cltar

Like 1:1C0). In Revelaticn, incense is used as a symool of proyer (Rev. 5:8;
8:3-4)., It is significent that the fire which burmed the incense vwas taken frem
off ti.e alter of scerificc, thus the o dtors — the cltor of sacrifice, ond the
altor of incenze wore united. As the -1ltor of incense representcd prejyer, and the

alter of burmt ~2ferings peinted formard to Christ (Heb.13:1C), so prayer and

. Christ should (dvoys be united. OQur petitions should be offcred in his name

[ T
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(Jnn 12§45 Acts 3:1C¢). Sec the fate of Nedeb ond £bihu vwhen they offered incensa
with stroce fire (Lev. 10:1-2). "Pure offcring” - Cempere this with the prcfone
effering ozt the priests mode (v.7). In the coming aze this "pure offering®
+1l be breousht to Zien (Zech. 14:18; Isz. 56:7; 60:7; Jer. 33:17-18), Iarcel
will 2ls- cficr o "pure ffering” ot that time - l2l, 3:3-4, ™My nome shol]l be
greot - Exclted or revered (v, 14). This will be trought chout throuch tne
righty werks that shall inaugurate the reign of Christ to the vindication of
Tatrch's holy nome (Ps. 45:6-11). Thus, in this verse, we have a glimpse of the

+
-

~
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chznged conditicns when Yzhweh'!'s purposc is consumcted in the earth: The Gentiles
in =17 ports worshippine Him in truth; Isrcel with 2 pure offering; prayer
escending to Him from 21l parts; His nome grect becaouse of the mighty deeds e hes
sccamplisned, An expressive word picture of the Kingdon.

THE FRIZCTIS LD TRCALED THE J0LY THLIGS wv. 1o-14,

. Verse 12 ¢ "Io have rrcfancd it~ Trected it -s common, See vhet Yshweh
desired - Lov, 10:3, Contrast Bzek, 36:22-24, "In thot ye sgy" - The priests did
ot szy this in sc mary words, but in effect, and by tieir cctions. Sec how Isrzel
simmed in heart ("the cheobers of his imegery") - Bsek, 5’}24 11:21; 12:%5,

Verse 13 ¢ "Tthet a wesriness it is® - They failed to see any value in scrving
Yzhweh; it wes 211 o weariness. Amos 8:5. -

Verse 14 ¢ "A descciver., o ,7voweth" - Under the law o person coulé offer a
freewill offering unto Yorweh cbove that normslly required, but the Lar olso
specified vhat that offering sheuld be. It was net encuch thot o mon should desire
to offer unto God, he must offcr in accord with Yshwch's desires. Secdev, 22:12.
These restrictions on freamill cfferings chowed thot wership is o solemn thing, net
to be tzken lightly. Ychweh is not to be treated with the casy fomilicrity of 2
mortzl; He is above the grectest in the lard., Thus our orferings rust recognise
thot foct, Put scme in Isrcel were meking veows for cstentaticus purposes, to
intimcte to others their literality towards the things of God, arnd yet in fact not
living up to thcir profession. A grect curse resicd cn them, as it did on Anonics
and Scphirs (Acts 5:2), and =s it con on us if <we memifest the some spirit. Iy
nme is drsodful” - It w31l be mognified among the ncoticns ultimately, crd we
shoula so lave 2s though thot were the cose todoy.

+++ 4+ + 4+

CHAPTER __TWC
TEREATEED TUITISIE TT FOR FRIESTS Vv 1-10.

The priests were o privileced class in Isrzel, =s Christ'!s brethren zre
in the world, ond they should have set zn excmple that those of the
nation could have follewed.

++ @
Versc 1 : "This co=ardment” ~ to referm., Molachi!s beok constitutes the
®Cameandment, ”

Versc 2 3 "I will serd o curse” = Add to the curse alrecdy received, This woa

¢
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not the first worning to the pricsts of Icrzel., See Hes. 4:6-1C 5 ©:11-14, “Yea,

1 heve curced" - Tonhoreh had already cureed Israsl by sending unfru:l.“‘ul S ns. -

val. 3:39.

Verse 3 = "Carmurt vour cezdh - I-Io‘tice morgin - "rcbuke," This is an

Hobroisn, Yohmen crrosents mimsclf os personslly retuking the sced in the ground
ond refusing cny fruit therefren. "’he mecning is = "I will refuse you your
korvesis.t "Szroad Sunr unmen veur foces" - S0 carrupt were the Lmactlses cf the
prj.csts, thot Zoavh neres represents tne.retuse o their scorifices oeing throw
back inte thicir fazes., "Iven th: dun~ o woux sciork feccts” - This wos usuclly

token vithcut the cormp and burnt (Lov.2:17; Lev,. <:13),  “ong shall Solte vou oy
ith 3t" - As the rcfuse of the saerificec were teken outside the coamp and
RIESZ I A , .
destrcyed, 3¢ cne would cart Isrcel owsy if the notion did not repent. This came

t5 pzss in 4. D, 70 vinen Judoh vos tcken awsy ond nationally destroyed by Rene.
Verse £ ¢ M covenmt writh Leri? - This wos the covenont cf the Firstbom

(sec B2%.2:11-13). Lovi woa soon instend of the firstborn (fum. 3:45; 8:13-12).

P& A

The ::"3’"‘/"L why Levi vins sc taken is revezled in Excdus 32:26-29. At o~ time when

i\ &

- ¢11 Isrzel had turned {rom Yehweh, Levi voluntorily stoed by Hoses and Yohweh, and
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tolning thc sword of punishment in hond, smote these of Izreel vho had gone astrey.
On this cccesicn, Levi chowed o grcatcr zezl Por Ycohwich than far flcskly relations,
and this constitutes the irue spirit of the Levitical covenant (sec iuti. 25:5;
Deut. 33:9). Levi means “joining,® The tribe cf Levi vos joined to Tahweh thrcuch
the covenont He rede writh then, and they, in turn, "jcined" the people to Him

ty instructing them ( ev. 10:11; Deut. 17:9-11; 33:10). ‘n exemple of o true pri
rriect ic shown in Ezre 7:10. Contrast this vith Jer.2:8.

Versc 5 : Sy ccvencnt tme with ki of life 2ad —ecce’ - The tribe of Levi
constitutc = peraorlc oi vhot all Israclites showld be (Tout. 3C:19; Num. 25:12~13).
They did nct receive zny irhoritcace in Icrael, for Yohwch wos their inheritonce.
Thus their lives wwere entirely deveted tc His service, ond theoir wellfore cone
sisted in fclloving His vicys. The presence of Levi in the midst of the ather
tribes tzucht the pceple that they too, should put Tchwch first in 211 their
considercticns, end that if they did thot, He would see thot they prospered, even
as His pricsts prospercd. Ve sheuwld o~ppceor inliiike monncr ameng the pecople wdth
vhen we dviell - giving oursclves o iids scervice, and so working thot .Lt czhibits

to all, <that cur first duty in 1ifc iz the duty of pleasing Him., %hat vill bring
us. "life ond pezce," "T¢ in" - Thet iz to Levi, "He fecored mo. "16. wos olrodid

beforz 17 ncme" - Sec note on v.4., Lovi did this on the cecesion tmen iloscs
rociturned rrem the iicunt ard found thot J.l Isracl hod defiled themselves. AL the
appeal of Moses, the tribe of Levi, lioscs! own tribe, separcted itself from the
rest of Isrzel, crd "stood on Yahwch's side.” That is vhat the pronhﬂt herc iz
refexring to, ocnd in consccuent of this acticn, Yohwreh's covenont wns mede with
this tribe. See Exed.32:28 for the histcricsl bzckground.

Verse 7 : "The Prie st'z Tins ghould keeo imcricdre" - Thase:"In Christ" org
acciumicd priests (1 Zet. <:9), sc tnct the comcniticn of this verse cpplies tc
then clso. 43 the tribe of Lovi was token “instecd o th:.. first berm" ond thus
ipherited the privileges of the firstbern in Isrecl, so, in Christ, these who hove
entered into covenort relat ulun.ahlp with God through the Lord are ﬂ"“oun‘tea as the
"Ecclesia of the firstborms" (see Diaglott - Heb. 12:25; James 1:1E; Rev. 11:4),
As priects, cur duty is suowm in the following places: Lev, 10: 11; Iieh. E:

3:9; Rov, 22:17.

VYerse § : "But ve are devarted cut of the vway" - The priests of Isracl fail
ed tc live up tc the respericibilities of their privileged position. Cf. Matt.
25:2-4; YMatt, 23:15 with latt. 16:19,

¥ersc © ¢ "I hove made vou centemptible® - Actually, Yamwreh had not ful-
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£i11cé theese words at that time, but when He has determined upon a certain course
of fzction, Hc speaiss a2s though it is acccrmrslizhed (Rem. 4:17)., The Jawish lead-
ers were made vile in the sight of the pecple by the public strictures of the
Lerd Jesus (cee Lints, 23). o
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\ Prem Verse 10, the prophet turns from the priests and indicts the people
! because of their wwickedness, Diverce end heathen marriages werc rife in

Isracl, whilst the pecple warc free vith excuses to justify their con-
duct, 32y their philcecphising, they made evil appear as good, and accus-
ed Yzhweh of injustice,
+ 4+ + +++ ++
; 10 ¢ "Have e net all one Father?" - The “we" in this verse relates to
! Israel, 2nd nct mearwind in generai, Israsl constitutes the naticnal Seor of God
s

53 Is2.42:7; 44:1,2,24; Deut, 14:1; FHos. 1:10), "Drcfanine ths Scvenant
s - Vhilst the priests had defiled tne coveorant thaot <they had with

. Yahwzah, and thus rcceived the condemnation of the trophet, the pscple zre ncw re-

» minded that thesy, tce, were under covenant with Him, and that thoy, *co, had brck-
. en the covenant. The covenant made with the people is expressed in Deus., 2:2-3;
trod, 24:3-4., This covenant dermanded separateness from the surrounding naticns

« Deut. 7:5 - a separatencss that was being droken by the peorlc in their marriages
with heathens - see Ezra 9:12,

Verse 11 ¢ "Judan hath dealt treachercusly" - The context of this verse shows
the manper in which this had been dcne, ilany nod diverced their Jewish wives, an
had married alicn wemen, In dcing this, they had illirceted their brethren by
their ungcdly atvitudc towards their sisters winen they had thus divorced - v,.14,
The covenant of Yahweh was thus violated by them. Larriage on eartn is a type of
marriase with Him (Jer. 8:14), The loyclty ané leve wnich should te menifested
betreen husvand and wife is a type of the loyalty and lcve wnich should exist be-
tweern Yahweh and His people., Euf the loose way in wnich the pcople were treating
the solemn ordinance of merriage, was but a reflection of the loose way in vhich
they trooted HEim, If they rafused to honour their carxrthly centracts - such as the
merriace vew - hew could they honour their heavenly centract (see Zph. 5:25-33).
"Profancd the holincss of Yahwen wiich He icved" - The vord "hcliness" signifies
"seperateress.”  anwer had caileéd Isrzel to such, and e delights in the separ-
ateness of Hiz people, fcr He has taken them out of all nations to Fimself, as a
man micht talte his bride from all other wemen unto himself, As the bride has becn
separated untc her husband, so Yahweh leoks +ith displeasure cn these who fail to
maintain that separzteness to which Ee has called ifis pcevle, It is thus pessible
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to indulge in spirituel adudtery. *lzrricd the daushssr of 2 strance rFod" - That
is, contracted marriages with heathen wives., The tcas er e vagans were looked
upon as the fathers of those who worshipped them, as Lahweh was considered a

Father to Israecl.

Verse 12 ¢ "Yalweh will cut off the master" - He will severely punich those
who teach these practises are lawful, iiote the rendering of the margin, Onc vho
instructs another is as onc vho zwakes ancther to the teachirng he expresses. Thus
he opens the cars of his disciples. See Isa. 50:4. "and the scholar® - Theosc who
listen to ard cndorse the Talse tcaching +will be cut orl tozether with these who
instruct in that way. Thus there was a need for grect carc on the part of 211 in
Isracl - both teachers and taught., " xd hir that wfcrcth on offeoring”" - Relig-
. icus worship iz of no avail in the absence ¢ vractzcse, ohat is the use of atton-
. @ance at meetings if we refuse to do the things that Jainrenh demands of us? Hence
the prophet warncd the people that it wes 1ittle use them offering an offering in

sme N4

LR BN

-

LAY FURS OO Ry




~.

Lean

NOTES o7 tiIrlET ZAGE Y

ir. the obscnce of sacrificing thoir personnl dscires te Ged's will. If vhilst they
performed their rcligicus exercisses they centinued to breck His laws in a flagrant
mormer, they, toc, would be cut cff,

Versc 135 ¢ "And +his have ve done" -~ A34 the cllipsis - "This, also, have ye
done. . " "Acain'" - Tac secona time (K.V.morgin)., Zzra had dealt with the people
in the matter of false mermiazcs (Zora 13:10-13), os also had iiehemiah (MNeh, 9:1-2),
but agzin the same sin had rearsd itself in I:zrael, Molachi warns the people that
this wzs not the first time they had been reprcved in this matter. "Ceovered the

tar of Toowcl srith tesrc, wesnins, and cr=inz cut" - They hed done this througn
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their crucl acticn in diversing tnoir vives., These wives, in turn, had appealed to
Yairreh tc vindicate their cause. They had "wept tefore Yahwen, and thus had fig-
uratively covered His alter with irheir weeping (cf. v.11). The Law had strictly
Tarned ageinst contracting heathen marrisces (Exod. 34:11-163 Deut. 7:2-4), and
having troken this law, and with the appezals and the weeping of the vreng vives in
His ears, Yalrveh refused tc lcck acceptably upon the offerings of the hard-hearted

J G'ITS * \\

Verse 14 : "Vet ve sav, ¥Yhereferc?” - The offenders werc blind to their sin,
and thic ccnstituted perhaps tne greetest crisnce. By their attitude they impiied
that Yehieh should be rleased with all they did., "The wife of thwr veuth" - Tlhe
wife seleccted in the flower and beauty of ycuth., "Theou hest dcait sreacherously”

- The same wrif'e deserted or izncrcd as age tock its toll. 1In sucha acticn, the Jdevs
marifiestcsd their disloyalty; a taing hateful to the Father. Under Jewizh law, tne
husband cculd divorce his wifc, but the wife had no such rights. Zut these husbands
were doing so for no valid reason, and thus breaking the spirit of the Law (sze Mat.
5:32). "She is the wife of thv covenant® -~ The marriage vow is a colem covenant
or agreement that shculid net ©e btroken. The choice of a vife is binding for good
er ill, and this must be understood vhen mcrriage is contracted.

1

-

3 g
[

)]

Verse 15 ¢ "Did ke not makc one?" - The "He" is God., He made of one flesh
man ond wwife, uniting them as one. osecause ~f the essential "one-ncss" of man and
wife in morriage, man has no right te divide asunder. Diverce was only valid for
one reascn (1fat, 5:32). This unity of husband ond wife (sce Gen. 2:24; Mat., 19:5)
is typical of the unity %etween Christ and his Zcclesia (Eph. 5:23-33). To break
that undity is to break the type. "He had thc residue of the stirit" - liotice the
marzin, The excellency of the Spirit is with Tahweh, and by the power and wisdom
inherent in Him, He made marriage 2 complete unity betiveen husbani and wvife,

“Mherefcrs cne?” - What was the purpcosc and principle of marriage? It was design~

ed to proccduce a gedly secd, that is a generction cf righteous ones fit to inherit
the earth, and to reflect the Divine glory (um. 14:21)., Uithout merrisge, Yshweh's
purpcse with mankind cculd not be consummated. It wwas therefere essenticl to pre-
vide a godly seed., But markind generally has caused marricge to degenerate ints
mere lust, ond has destroyed its meaning. ITvery marriage, every home, should be
built upen the principle of previding a "gcdly seed," Thus the Truth should be
the basis of happy marrizase, snd clcse, loving family associations. Children should
be brought up in the nurture and zdmonition ef Yzhweh, The 2ible should be a prom-
inent and farriliar aspect of home 1ife., Its study snould bec encouraged, and the
things of the Truth elevated as the mecst imperiont duties eof 1life, iiarriage en
foundations other than these has no basis of permanent happiness., But, in additicn
to providing a "godly seed," merriage was originally designed to produce THE seed
- the Saviour of the world. He was to be the "sced of the woman" (Gen. 3:15), and
it becamz the hope of all Godly women that they might give tirth to a line from
wdch would come that promiscd Cne. Ive coparently thought that she was giving
birth <o the promiscd Sen when zhe gave birth to Cain (see Gen. 4:1), but her dis-
apoointment wes revezled in later years., TYet she saw the promisc pertly fulfilled
in the birth of Abel and Scth.

Whilst the Lord Jesus cenctituted the "godly secd” in the singular sense of the

4
|
|



~0TIS O TALATET Eiun 1y

phrasc, Izra.l after the spirit (whether Jew cr Gentile) cerprise the godly seed
in the plural, In Zcra 0:2 Isracl is styled 2 "hely secd." Zut of that multi-
4+udincus szed, thore was one son, the Lord Jcsus, who was pre-eminently T SZXD
e prozise (Gal. 4:4), born of a woman. MNarriegs was designed for this develop-
=ent. It is still "heneurzble" for the providing of the former “sced" in the
development cf Godly children.

Y2 have szid thot the women of old looked forwvard to bearing the promised
Seed., There is 2 hint to that in 1 Tim, 2:15. Gedly women are told that they
1111 be "scvid in childbearing, if they contirue ir feith and charity and helincess
with scbricty.? In the Greek, "childbearirg" is given in a more definite Teshicn
as "THFE chilcbearing." Methers in Israel (spirituszl and naturzl) will be saved
ty the child born to lfary, 1SC0 years ago, the ocrne to whem all mothers looked with
tleasurc, as precrinently a son of glery. Peul thus taught <hat Eve was first
in the trarmsgressicn, and was thus primarily respensivle for the disaster that
fell upcn the hurmon race. Through this early sin, wonmen were made subject to
man (Gen. 3:18), and the status of women ever since has told the story of thot
early tronsgression, A stizma thus rests upon wozmen expressed in their subordéin-
atc pesition to that of men, From this stoate the truthalone can deliver them, end
that Truth iz personified in the birth of the premised Sesd, the Lord Jesus. The
Truth elevates women inte equality with man (Gel. 3:28), but an equality which is
nct fully reached until the future age. ieamvhile, the positicn of wemen in the
Trath is expressed by Paul in Erh., 5:24. And let husbands note that they arc sub-
Ject to Christ in similar foshicn, If the recipe of Pzul is fellowed for happy
parrizge as cxpressed in this chapter (Zph. 5:23-25), 2 Gedly merriage will find
the wife sucmitting to hcr husband, the husband caring for and lcving his srife,
znd both co-operating to ecach other's welfare,

When such a spirit moves marriage - the awful picture of }Malachi 2:1£-15 will
not occur, Scme excellent comments on this sutject are wc pe found in "Zlpis
Israecl"” pp. 47-50 under the heading: "THE FQRLATICH OF WCLALM

Verse 15 : (continued) "Taze heed to thy scirit" - "Spirit" in the Hebrew is
"ruach" and is rendered "mind" in Gen. 26:5b; Den. 0:20; Hab, 1:1d. VYahweh colled
upon those husbands dealing so ftreachercusly with their wives, to ccensider their
attitude of mind, and sce if it agreed with the principlss of He Tho hoth the
excellency of the spirit. "Let ncne deal treacncrously crainet the wife of his

th" - lLarriage has often becn cursed by T evil rrincipi=zs - (1) - Dominction
by the wife; (2) - unfaithfulnees on the part of the husband., £nd unfeithfulness
is net necesscrily associated with “other wcmen," it can be caused by other int-
ercsts causing the husband to neglect wife or family. Note that the wurd "trzach-
erously” is rendered "unfaithfully" in thc wmargin,

Verse 16 : "He hateth vutting away" - i.2. Diverce. Divorce is hateful to
Yahweh because it is the negaticn or Zis purpose in marriage. It also destrcys
the type. The umity and loyalty demanded of hustand and wife is typical of the
urity end lcyalty +that should cxist between Christ and the Ecclesia (Lrn.5). 3But
divarce became prevalenmt early in the history of the race, agzinst the will of
God. Divorce is not advocated ty the Lawr of Moses as scme have imagined, tut
REGULATED and LOJTED by the lzv. The Law f~rced husbands to provide a "bill of
divercarent” whereas previously this was not necessary; it prohitited remarriage
%o the fermer hustand (Deut. 24:1-4). Divorce was thus made absclute, and the
woman was protected from the passing whim of an angry man. 5But Diverce was only
condened by the Law because of the "hardness of hearts" of men (Matt. 19:8), and
not because [ahwsh advocated it, He hated it - and His attitude towzrds 4t should
govern our attitude alsc., Christ recognised only one reason for divcrce: a
reason that revealed that the umity of marriage had already been destroyed (iiat,
S8:52). "Ccvercth violconcs «vith his carmens" - IBlimdnating +the word "one" given
in italiecs, i lcarn tnat fohwen not only hates divorce, but olsc hates the
Frincirle of covering evil so as to justify it. The Jews of Malachi's day, cov-
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_red their violence towards their srives in ruthlessly diveorcing them under a

cloak of legalidty, They dcubtless feollewed

the cirict letter of the lasw in giv-

irg & "bill of divorccment" ctc. (Deut. 2+), but they cempletely breke its spirit.

LDTFZDTC TV = 705 TT

- 7,17 to Ch, 3:1-6

lialachi shews that cil

evitable result:

the wicked because of their guilt.
ened,

£ wncaeanes
Ychwen vAill vindica
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in Israel will have an in-
¢ the helpless, and punish
errible judgments were threat-

+ 4+ + 4+ ++ T

Verse 17 : "Ve have woaried Tahweh viithr your werds" -~ That He desired was
acticn, not words, "Ye szy, Tvory cne trat doetn cvil is geed" - They 4id not
appreciate the truth or al, 2:2-I. They saw tne prosperity of the wicked, and

centrasted it with their cm adversity, cencluding that
thensclves, suflered,

and cursed the goed in that thay,

ruct that they wicre evil, for thiy did not rccozniss

Yzheh blessed the evil
They wére blind tc the
or 2dmit their ovm sin, Sce

s, 73:53-17, Cecntrast with frmes 3:2, "ihere ic the Ged of judement" - Blind tc
their ovn sin and wicizedness, they accusea Yalwen of inguctice. They called for

Vil
the God of judsment, and in the Peliowring chapter, Zshweh revealed how judgment
would, indeed, f211 upon these whe desired iz!

CHAPTER

3

Verse 1 : "I vdll send" -
rumer of the Lord - i,e, Jcnn the Boptist,

zen sent frem God whose name was John" (Jchn 1:8).
messenger of Yahweh, for Ych.eh was rev:ealed in
son Yshweh thus visited His pecpie (latt. 1: :
"He shall preraore" - This was the work of John, and it will alsc
sccend acdvnt of the Lerd,

15:20,31; 14:9,
be the werk of Elijanh at th
view in the verse before us, as they are in
Their work of rreparaticn was, and will be,
tist went to Judah tc preparc the people to
to the tribves of Israel scattercd abroad to
who will then have returned to *he earth is

The messenger wne was to be sent was the forc-

Conccrming him we read: "There vwac a
"iy messencer" - Ze was the
In the perscn of His
G:45; 10:22;

s gy

His son.
23; Luke 7:16;
Beth are orought into

the parzllel passage in Isaian 40.

to intrcducc a new evoch, John Bap-~
receive the Lord; Flijah will go forth
educzte them in the fact that the one
the lMessiah, and tec call upon them to

receive him. The work of Jjohn the Baptist is briefly set ferth in llatt. 11:10;
Luke 1:7¢; llatt. 17:12; that cf Flijoh in Melochi 4:6; Matt, 17:11; lark 9:12;

Jchn 1:21, The work vhich Jchn ccrmenced
Jah in the Age te Come. Sce the notes on
- Did the Jews seck the Lexd Jasus at his

the statement does not imply that they would do so.

"Where is the Ged cf judement?" (Ch, 2:17),
Just treatment.
GuCTY.
way they desired!
expected.

So, likcwise, will ©t¢ his second ccming - Matt, 24:20; Rev,

co well A1l thus bc campleted by Zii-
ialachi 4:6,
first coming?

"The Lord whem ve seak"
The answer is, No, DZut
The Jews had been asking,
rnerrelaining that they did not receive

This statement - #The Lord vwhom ye seek” is in answer to their
He whom they asked for weculd ccme and execute judgment - but not in the
"Judéenly"~ The first advent of the Lord was sudden and une-

22:12.

"His temrle" - His pceople constitute his temple, for the temple was the abiding

place of Yahweh,

He thus came to his tcmple 19CC

years ago (Jenn 1:11), but kis

beaple rejected him, so he ccrmenced the work of building a new temple with liv-
ing stones (1 Pet., 2:6-8) drasm from both Jews and Gentiles (2 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 2:

The Lord Jesus is the messenger

20-22). "Even the mescencer cf +he ceovenont® -
(Malachi) of the covenenz,

1:0) yecars ogo ne appeared as the sacrifice, confirm-

ing th: ccvenant made to the fathers (Rem. 15:6; Heb, 9:15), but the werk is nct
yet campleted, and =t the sccond coming ef the Lord, will seec i% consummated

(see Zech. 9:11; Jer. 31:31-~54;

lox conduct by enquiring:

of hests" - Yzhweh Tohootn - the militant sitle of Deity,

Ezek. 20:37-38).
stated ircnically, rer they did not éclight in Ced.
"ihers is the God of judgment?" (it

"hon ve delirkt in" - This is
Trey had excused their owm

. 2:17). "Tho Lord
It specaks of His
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—qrifcstation in an army, the ccmmander of vhich is brought into view in Ieoioh
r5.4 and Rev, 19:11, The use of this title in this verse is as a hint, warning
Fulty Israel of the Pcwer they werz oppesing.

Verse 2 ¢ "But whe mav ebide?" -~ Both advents of the Lerd Jesus witness a
ti~c of intense trcutle Ter Isracl., Fer the troubles of th: first advent see
viark 13:12; Luke 21:24, For those of the second ~ sez Jer. 50:7; Deut. 4:30; Hes.
£:10; Jer, 29:12-14; Jer, 3:21 to 4:2 (In this last refcorence, a very beautiful
cutline of the call ¢f Yzhweh and answer of His pecple in the last days is reveal-
cd, The troubles cf Icra:zl, at the secend advent are cutlined in v, 21. The call
of Yzhweh, and onswer of Fis pecrle are given in vw.22-25, Isrzel will, at last,
acincleédge that in Yzhvreh alene is salvation to be found, In Jer. 4:1 the cen-
ditdens of return zre ploced befere them, and they zre tecld to accept Him in whom
all the rcotions shall bless themselves). The trouble of the last days shall
purze out the unfaithful frem ameng Israel (Zech. 13:8-3) by such judzments thot
the guesticn moy well be asked: "Vho shall abide?" "VWho shall stand?" - To stand
is to be justificd, to e shovm te be upright. See Ps. 1:8; Dan., 12:13, "A re-
finerts fire" - The fiery judgments to be poured cut upon both Jew and Gentile
will purge the werld eof iniquity. See Isa. 1:25; Zech. 13:2 and contrast with
Jer, 6:30, "Fuller's scep" - An alkali dirived frem a herb, and used for cleans-
ing (Isa. 1:18; Ps., 51:7). It thus stands here 2s a syrwool for the cleansing of
Isracl that Christ will effect at his ccming (Zech, 13:1).

Versc 3 : "A purificer of silver" - Silver is the price of redemption. Sce
Exod. 3C:14-~16., Thus silver stands for rederption. "Purce them as gold” - Geold
is the symbol of a tried faith (1 Pet. 1:7). The precious scns of Zicn, being men
of faith, are compared to refined gold (Larm., 4:2). Isracl will be redeemed on 2
btasisraof faith, The sum result of this purification as far as Israel is concerned
is revealed in the beautiful symbolism ef Psalm €68:13, "An offer in richteousncss
- But how can sinful Isracl be righteous? The answer is enly by the forgiveness of
of their sins, and that is implied in the passage before us, See also Mic. 7:15-
20; Ezek. 37:25-27; Deut. 30:6; Ram. 11:25-26, Having been forgiven their sins,
and thus justified cn a basis of faith, Jewish Levites will serve in the Termmle
that the Lerd Jesus will erect in Zion (Ezek. 44:10-11),

Verse 4 : "As in the davs of old" - Thus is taught the restoration of Is-
racl and Zion to its tormer place of favour in the sight of Yahweh. For confirm-
atien see Amos 9:11.

Yerse 5 : "And I will come near to you" - The second advent of the Lord.
"To judrment" - The Jews were asking, "wnere is the God of judgment}" (Mal. 2:17)
The answer is that though His judement may be slow in ceming, as mern account tire,
it vill undoubtedly come. And it will be terrible in its coming., See Iahun 1:6-
7; 1 Cor. 5:12-15; 2 Tim, 2:19, Spiritual Israel ®s well as Natural Israel will
be the subjects of this judgment, the former being called befcre the Lord at Sined
fer that purpcse (see 1 Pet. 4:17; Rev. 3:14). "I will be a swifi witness" - To
'b?th spiritual and naturzl Israel. In thc person of His son, Iahwen vill be both
witness and judge. ¥ho will be able to gainsay such a witness? He will need
acne aparv frem Himself to reveal to us cur acticns - thus all mcuths will be
dumb before Him, "And fear nct me" - These words surmarise all the sins emum-
Fl‘atc—d in this verse, and which can apply both figuratively and literally. that
Yalwieh desires in His true scns and daughters is expressed in Isa, €66:2; Ezra 9:
4; Frov, 28:14,

. Verse 6 : "FOR I AN YAMVEH, I CEANGE IOT" - ‘hat comforting werds are
these! Yamweh is the covenant name or Deity, the guarantee that what He has pro-
mised e will perform, All these who place their trust in His promises are assur-
ed by this Iiame that He will not fail them. In a word it expresses all His pur-
Pose ard intentions with man, The time will ceme when men everywhere will realise
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r. 16-19) Mearvhile, He is taking cut of the Gentiles a people for His
ts 15:14) vhese peculizr choracteristic is the theught they cxpress ugen
‘('";;_ 3:16). His coveran® rcome was first zroclaimed to lloses vhen He was zbout

rd dimself for the deliverance of His people (see Etcd. 3:14 ond cempare
with zj.ck. 36:22). "Thercfore" - Because of this name - see Ps. 105:7-10. "con
¢~ 4" « feb, "Kaloh" signivics - "to destroy cempletely." Thercefore the sons <f
:;"I-'E ere not cempletely destreyed, though breought under great affliction.

ISRAFL CCITT2ZD FOR SLICHTTIC THE  THSTIVU-
TIC..S Or NI ZZ CZSIIr W.7-12

This section cf the prc.phecy reveals the cemplete blindness of Isrzel,
They failed to sec where they had turmed from Yohvwieh, where they had
rebbed Him, vhy they were cursed. This spiritual blindness ccrmmpriscd
their greatcst error, ond because of this, the nation was cursed before
all men - instead cf being a blessing.

+ 4+ + 4+ + + + +

Verse 7 ¢ "Uherein shall w2 return?" - This was the enswer of Israel to the
exhertaticn of the prophet. In what direction shall we return? Vhere have we done
treng?  They were blind to their owm sin., So, tosc, can we bel Nctice that this
cucstion is set in the past tense in the Authcrised Version: "Ye have said. . "
In the Revised Version and R.S.V. it is given in the present tense. The Septua-
fint gives it in the pocst tonse the same as the ALV, Accepting the A.V. render-
inz, it would appeer that the whcle provhecy is given as the answer to this ques-
ticn, They said: "Vherein shzll we return?" The answer is given in the book be-
fore us. The bock contains answers to seven other questions, the naturc of which
rovezls the complcte lack of spiritual perception on the part of the Jews of that
time, These seven questicns cre found in the fcllowing places:

Chapt. 1:2 - Vhercin hast Thou loves us?
Chapt, 1:6 - VWherzin have we despised Thy name?

Chapt. 1:7 - Vhercin hove vie polluted Thee?
Chapt, 2:14- Thy dc You nct cccept cur coffering?
Chapt.. 2:17~ Vherein hove we wearied Him?
Chapt. 3:8 - Uherein have we roobed Thee?
Chapt. 5:13- What have we spoken so much against Thee?
Vcrse 8 ¢ "Will a man ret Ccd?" - The statement really meanz: "Will 2 mon dere
rcb God?" "In titkcs and ofZcrincs" - See ileh, 13:10, These tithes and offerings

redl ¥ belonged to God znd not to the pcoplc (Deut. 18:4). Vhen a Jew offered his
vithes to the priest, he was rcally giving back to Yalsreh that which was His in
the first plece - Sec Num., 18:24, The words "hcave offering" in this plece, sig-
nified that which is "levied." It is samething thot is Yahweh's, and which He hes
taken for Himself, A11 that Isracl had belonged to Him, ard when i levied a tenth
cf what they had received, it wecs as though He said: "You can have ninc-tenths, of
what is my om - I will only tcke one-tenth!"™ In Malachi's day, however, the Jews
were withholding even that tenth, and sc were rcbbing God. They did not see this
es robbery, bscouse they locked upon tithing as most people so - something given
EY them TO Yahweh, whereas the truth is that it was not their's to give in the
first place. It belonged to ilim, and there was no real virtue in them presenting

their tithes -~ though there was a rezl evil in them withholding them.

Verse 9 : "Ye arc cursed with o curce" - They did not prosper in thus with-
halding these titncs ard oxrerin-s, put suffered; for Yazhweh, in turn, withhold the
blezs_nw of heaven, "This '.':b.clc_ roticn” - The socrilege was net linited do one
clags only, but wns widesprecs torougnout the neotion. This attitude wes a bod as
idolatry. Sec Rom. 2:22.

Versc 10 ¢ "3ring ye 21l the tithes" - Good advice this, even for our doy
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(see Prov. 3:2). Thus the Jews of Malachi's day were cermendad to fulfil the

terms of their coverant (lich. 1€:22). "Into the storchcousc" - See MNeh, 13:12,
MPour out o tlccoing" - They were probably justifying their withholding cf

Yohweh's tithes on the grounds of =2 prevoiling decrth (see Neh. 5:3), withcut un-
derstendirg why they thus suffercd (sec 2 Chron. 31:10). The prophet exhorted
them that if they tumrm to Yohweh, He will return to them.

Versc 11 : "I i1l rebuke the devoursr" - In Joel 1:4 the "devourcer" rcferr-
ed to lccusis, ond most likedy does in this placce. They consumed what harvests
that did eppeor,

Verse 12 : "A dclichtscme lond" - This wos once the case (Deut., 8:7-10; 11:
12), and one day will cgoin be so (Isa, 62:4; Jer, 33:7-2), A% that time, the
status of Isroel vAll be chonged (Zech. 8:13). Mearwhile, the sins of Isreel hove
affected both the status of the people, and the condition of the land (Lov. 26:43).
The curse of Zod hos rcsted on it.

JISRAERL CCIIDELZED EZCAUSE OF ELASTIENQUS
WORDS - Vv, 15-15
Verse 13 : "Have been stout" - i.e., "bold" {EKeo. "chazag").

Versc 14 : "Yc havc said" - Not so much in word (see v. 13), but in heart
and by decd,

Verse 15 : "Proud" - The arrogant. "Are set uo" - i.e., they prosper. It may
have appcarcd that way (see Ps. 73:2-3). "Termmt" - i.e. try God by limiting His
power (Ps. 95:9). "Are dclivered" - If they had properly meditated upon such
Sgbbatical Fsalms as Ps. 92:6-7, that point forward prcphetically to the coming
rest of the lillennium, and the destruction of the wicked, they would have scen
their folly.

THE ULTDMATE PROBFERITY OF YATTH!'S FEOFLE
v, 16 to Ch, £:1

The prcphet now contrasts the atiitudc of those faithful few in Israel

vwho gave thcmselves up to meditaticn upcn the things of Ychweh, He

shows that by so doing they wculd be preserved in the day of judgment

that will surely ccnsume the wicked,

+ 4+ 4+ 4+ ++++

Verse 18 : "Then they" - In the midst of Isrzel there was a remmant (as there
is today in the world) who faithfully served Yazhweh in spite of the prevailing
apostasy (see Isa. 65:8; Amos 9:9). They withdrew themsclves from the conditions
existing cbcut them, and strengthened themselves in the contemplation of the
Covenant Name, seeing in its promise the hope of their ultimete deliverance, The
prophet shows that Yohweh will not fail them., "A Book c¢f Rermembrance" - See Rev.

:5. This is a most important bock (Phil. 4:3). The symool is probebly drevm

from the custecm of the kings of ancient times of recording in a book the notable
deeds of their subjects, in order that they might be rcwarded (see Esther 6: 1-3
and compare with Exod. 32:32; Dan. 12:1). The symbol (fcr the term does not re-
late to a litcral book or books) refers to various beoks (Rev. 20:12). Some re-
cord the day to day wuctions of those worthy of = place therein, ond the book of
life (Rev. 3:5) presents the final acccunt, as would do a balanced ledger. The
Spirit is the Remembreoncer (John 14:26), When God says He will remember our sins
no more, it is equivelent to Him saying that He will blot out from the *day-book"
of records, those things fcund on the debit side of the account (Isa. 43:25). See
"Burek=" vol. 1, p. 360 urder "Bock of Life" and Vol. 3, pp. 290-293 under the
heading: "The Lamb's Zoock of Life." "That thouchi upen His liome" - His name is
Yahweh, and ilis pscple are a pecple separated unto and into thot Name (Acts 15:14).
The Lord Jesus scid that he both marifestzd and declarcd the lizme unto His dis-
ciples (Jaohn 17:6,2C), and He proyed the Fother thot they might be kept "in the
Mome" (Jabn 17:11). Hundreds of rocferences to the MNome zppecr in the sacred
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records, and they 21l enjoin a reverential, underctanding attitude towards it. The
name of Yahweh is rendercd both "LCED" ond "GOD" printed in small caopitals as in
Violachi 3:16 to discrirminote frem other words similerly translated (for there are =t
at least six different Hebrew words 21l indiscriminotely translcted "Lerd" or
"God")., Sce ths way in which the werd "GOD" is printed in BzeKiel 37:27, and
compure it with the way it is printed in Ezekiel 33:3. In the first plecc, where
it is printed in the "lower cose", the word in Hebrew is Elchim. In the second
place, wherc it is printcd in "emall capitals," the word is Yahweh, WNetice, tco,
the dift'crence in the printing of the word "lord" as it zppcars in Ezekiel 38:1
and Ezekiel 32:3., In the fermer place the word is Yahweh, fer it is printed in
"small capitalc"; in the latter place, the word is "Adonai." In “"Eurcka" vol. 1
Frother Theomas has cxpoundcd at length upon tie subject of the ame of Deity
(see pp. 87-111 under the heading: “"THE MYSTERY OF GCDLLESS APCCAL.PSED IN
SEBOL")., 1In the bock "Fhancrosis" he has expounded at lsngth upon the subject
also, and we theroughly rccommend 2 perusal of this bcok. e can supply an edi-
ticn of this book which lists 21l the places where the diffirent titles of Deivy
occur. Apply to "Leges" Publications, Box 226, G.P.0., Adelaidc, South Austreliz.
The price, inciuding postage, is 8/6 per copy.

The Scriptures define the Nam:c of Yohweh as "o strong Tower" in wiiich there
iz safety (Prov., 1£:1C); 2s a Protcction (Ps. 124:8); os a Heritage (Ps. 51:5,8;
Ps. €9:36); as & Source ef Confidence (Ps., 9:10); as the means of Elevation {Ps.
91:14). We are exhcrted to "déspise not the ieme" (Mal. 1:6); to exalt (Ps. 34:
3-4), Extcl (Ps. £8:4), Remember (Ps. 20:7; 45317), Pear (Ps. 86:11,12), Praise
(Ps. 113:1-3) Ps. 145:1-2; 44:8; 54:G; Isz. 12:4), love (Ps, 119:132; 5:11; Ise.
56:6), Bless (Ps. $6:2; 100:4; 103:1), know (Isa. 52:6), Publish (Deut. 32:3),
Sing to (Ps. 61:8; 66:2-4; 69:30), and Pray unto (Ps. 140:13; 116:4; 80:18) the
Neme of Yalwrch, DPselm 65:4 declarcs: "Praisc Him by iis neme YAH," - a contrec-
tion of Yziwrch,

Thus s 2re exhorted tc "think upcen the Nome." We do not do this merely by
repeating the Neme Yahweh, anymore then by avoiding this gleoricus and wonderful
Naxe, We do sc by lecrming its significencce, understanding how to apply it, end
sprreciating its beauty. Ve have the wondarful encouragement that He who is zbove, --~
all is pleased with the mental exercise of His children in trying to understand
Fis name end its implications. )

A liame in Scripture is of greoter significance than among Gentiles. They
were usually an index to the character or purposc of the person bearing them,
Sometimes the namcs of men were changed to conform to the change circumstances of
their lives., Thus Abram's name was changed to Abrzham because God's purpese with
hi=m had been enlarged. Jacob's name was changed to Israel to show how he was to
be elevated. Saul changed his name to Faul because of his changzd status as a
Christian., Achor's name significs "troublc" and he wes a "troubler" of Isracl;
Nabal's name means "folly" and he proved to be a fool! A name is thus indicative
of character or purpose. It is sc with Yahweh., Because this is His name, and be-
cause in its meaning it illustrates His purpose with Israel, thcorclere, Malachi
could say, "the naticn was not entirely consumed” (Mal. 3:8) - the "Name of Yzhweh”
would not permit that to happen - for His nzme is bound up with Israsl (ses Exod.
5:14). Tut the Name of Yahweh is alsc indicative of God's character (Exod. 34:6- -
7). Thus character and murposc is bound up in its meaning. fThe call of the Gos-
pel is designed to "takc out of the Gentilcs a peoplc for His neme" (Acts 15:14).
They are separated fram all othsrs to be bearirs of His character, and to mani-
fest His glory. Isaian 43:7 states that these who are His Neme-bearers, have been
created for His glory. Thus the significonce of this Name has an application to
our spiritual ctate today, o3 well as cur hopes for the future,

The nome Yefmch sigmifies HE 7FE0 WILL BE, or HE Wil WILL BECQ:E. It anncunces
the purpase of the Crecator to extend His family to embrace children who shail hove
afaxily likencss (both in chzracture, snd wltimately nature) to Himself. These
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children are selected frcm mankind, educated in His word, called to cenform to
His charactsr, and ultimately to attain to Fis paysical glory (Rom. 5:2; 2 Pet,
1:4). Thus the Name of Yahwch proclainms what He vho has 2lso anncunced Himself
as the Father intcrnds to do for His chiléren. Ve honcur Him by seeking out the
things of thc Name, 2nd thinking upon them., Further informavion upen tnis wond-

erful thzre is to be found in "Exreka" ond "Phonerosis." Ve shall be pleased to

answer guestions upon the matter, My Jewels" - This ccmprises the true Israel,
See the margin "special treasure" and compaere it with Exeodus 19:5-7., The word
"jewel" should not appear here, The Hebrew is "cegullah" from a root signifying

"to shut away," or to "seclude" as one would special treasure, The wcrd in the
Hebrew is in the feminine gender, passive, and relates to the BEride of Christ -
Yahweh's special treasure, "I vwill spere" - These vords show the need for for-
giveness even in relaticn to the special treasure of Yahweh, "All have sinned
and fallen short of His glory."

Verse 18 : "Then chell ve ra2turn’ - The work of Elijah after the second
coming of Kessiah (iial. 4:5) will cause Israel tc return both to the land, and to
their senscs, They will reccgnise their past blindness of heart, and rcalise
how foolish they have been. "Discern" - In the glory that shall accrue to the
special tressure, or Bride of Christ, in that day, Israel will see the folly of
their former reasoning. They will aporeciate what they have lost in departing
from the way of Yahweh. See the remarkablc words of Isa. 63:1€.

CHAPTER 4

Verse 1 : "For, behcld" -~ The prophet now turns to the future, and reveals
the sum result of the folly of Israel after the flesh, and the glory of Israel
after the spirit. Remember that the latter corprise both Jews and Gentiles who
serve Yamweh, and not Gentile believers only. Yahweh is represented in Scripture
as both 2 Sun and a Shield (Ps, 84:11) which both burns up and protects. He #ill
burn up the wicked, but heal the righteous. "The Day shall burn" - The full man-
ifestation of Divine glory at the appearance of the Lord Jesus shail be as the
tremenduds heat of a sun shining in the political heavens, For this political
Sun and teen (Christ and his bride) see such references ss Isaiah 30:26 (which
obviously does not refer to the natural sun and mocn) - and for its effect upon
mankind sce Isa, 66:15-16; 2 Thess. 1:7-8; liatt. 25:41. 2len can be healed by the
rays of this peclitical Sun, or burnt up by its strength - it all demends upon
their attitudc towards the things of God. "The orcud" etc, -~ Cennect witn
Mal, 3:18, Israel, in the days of the prcphet, looked upon the proud vith envy
stating that they appeared happy and prospcrous., But the prophet revealed the
end of their so-called prosperous state. True happiness and prosperity is only
found in the way of Yahweh.

CQG ELEVATION OF TeZ RIGHEFEQUS
Vv, 2=3

Verse 2 ¢ "Sun of Eirshteousness" - Sce Jer. 23:8-9. The Sun of Rightecous-
ness whe Wwill rule in the pclitical heavens of the future, is the Loxrd Jesus
Christ. "Rightecusness" signifies a cleansing, such as thc Lord will effect in
that day towords both Jew and Gentile who are prepared tc accept him., As the
power of the Sun's rays destroys disease .and gives health, so the Lord will
effect thesc things in o spiritual sense, "Hecaling" - The Sun is the source of
good health, light and beauty. Apply these torms in a spiritucl sense to the
Loxd Jasus, He is the Source of spiritual health, lignt and beauty. As the sun
in the hezvens destroys the darmess of the might, so he will destroy the powers
of darlmzsss, and illuminate the earth with his marvellous truth., Sce Isa, 60-°
1 PCalves of the Stall" -~ The phrase speaks of animels that are well fed, ’
and contented, Such animals were used to thresh out the corn in the +*
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