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ACTS AND MONUMENTS.

CONTINUATION OF BOOK XI;!*
WHEREIN

IS DISCOURSED THE BLOODY MURDERING OF GOD'S SAINTS,
WITH THE PARTICULAR PROCESSES AND NAMES
OF SUCH GOOD MARTYRS, BOTH MEN AND
WOMEN, AS, IN THIS TIME OF QUEEN
MARY, WERE PUT TO DEATH.

The Life, Htate, and Storp of the Feberend Pastar and Prefate,
dhomag Cranmer, Arehbishop of Canterburp, Martyr 5

BURNED AT OXFORD, FOR THE CONFESSION OF CHRIST’S TRUE
DOCTRINE UNDER QUEEN MARY, A.D. 1556, marcu 21.

As concerning the life and estate of that most reverend father in ary.
God, and worthy prelate of godly memory, Thomas Cranmer, late 3 .
archbishop of Canterbury, and of the original cause and occasion of 1556.
his preferment unto his archiepiscopal dignity, who of many hath ——
been thought to have procured the same by friendship only, and of
some others esteemed unworthy so high a vocation : it is first there-
fore to be noted and considered, that the same Thomas Cranmer, pyomas *
coming of an ancient parentage, from the conquest to be deducted, Cranmer
and continuing since in the name and family of a gentleman, was manborn.
born in a village called Aslacton in Nottinghamshire, of whose said
name and family there remaineth at these days one manor and
mansion-house in Lincolnshire, called Cranmer-hall, etc., sometime
a heritage of the said stock and family. *His? mother was a
gentlewoman named Agnes Hatfield, descending of like family and
flourishing in like virtue.* Cranmer being from his infancy kept at
school, and brought up not without much good civility, came in cran-
process of time unto the university of Cambridge; and there pro- Jers frst
spering in right good knowledge amongst the betier sort of students, Cam-
was chosen fellow of Jesus college in Cambridge. *It2 was at that crpmer
time when, all good authors and fine writers being neglected, filthy fellowof
barbarousncss was embraced in all schools and universities. The names lege.

(1) See the Latin Edition, 1559, p. 708. Ed. 1563, p. 1470, Ed. 1570, p. 2032. Ed. 1576, p. 1752,
Ed. 1583, p. 1359. Ed. 1597, p. 1688. Ed. 1684, vol. iii. p. 531.—Eb.

(2) These, and many other interesting particulars relating to Cranmer, are introduced from the
first edition of the Acts and Monuments; page 1470. See also the Latin edition, Basil, 1559, page
708, where his birth is recorded on July 2d, 1489.—Ebp.
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4 THE LIFE AND STORY OF ARCHBISHOP CRANMER.

Mary. and numbers of liberal arts did only remain; the arts themselves
were clean lost. Logic was gone out of kind, into sophistical trifles;

1556, philosophy, both moral and natural, was miserably defaced with
mnfinite questions and subtleties; the use of tongues and eloquent
learning was either small, or none at all ; yea, and divinity itself was

fallen into the state, that, being laden with articles and distinctions,

it served rather for the gain of a few, than for the edification of many.
Unluckily therefore so good a wit, falling into these unhappy times,

was constrained to spend a great part of his youth (worthy of better
instruction) in the peevish questions of Duns and other masters of

the same sort, until he was twenty years old. At length, after so

Learning long darkness of barbarism, the tongues and other good learning
fourish. began, by little and little, to spring up again, and the books of FFaber
and Erasmus began to be much occupied and had in good estimation,

with a number of good authors besides. In whom the same Cran-

Imer, taking no small pleasure, did daily rub away his own rustiness

on them, as upon a whetstone, until at length, when Martin Luther

was risen up, the more bright and happy days of God’s knowledge

did waken men’s minds to the clear light of truth; at which time,

when he was about thirty years old, omitting all other studies, he

gave his whole mind to discuss matters of religion, on both parts.

And, because he saw that he could not judge of these matters unless

he first considered and beheld the very fountains thereof, before he

would addict his mind to any opinion, he spent three whole years in
reading over the books of holy Scriptures. After he had laid this
foundation no less wisely than happily, when he thought himself
sufficiently prepared, and being now instructed with more ripeness

of judgment, like a merchant greedy of all good things, he gave his

mind to read all kind of suthors. In the mean while, being addicted

to no party or age, but, as a considering beholder or scholar of Pytha-

goras, he weighed all men’s opinions with secret judgment. He read

the old writers, so as he despised not the new, and, all this while, in
handling and conferring writers’ judgments, he was a slow reader,

The order but an earnest marker. He never came to any writer’s book without
mers” pen and ink, but yet so that he exercised his memory no less than
study.  his pen. Whatsoever controversy came he gathered every author’s
sentence, briefly, and the diversity of their judgments, into common

places, which he had prepared for that purpose; or else, if the
matter were too long to write out, he noted the place of the author

and the number of the leaf, whereby he might have the more help

for his memory.¥ And so, being master of arts, and fellow of

cranmer Jesus college, it chanced him to marry a gentleman’s daughter: by
maried.  means whereof he lost and gave over his fellowship there, and became
cranmer the reader in Buckingham college.! And for that he would with
Jeadrin more diligence apply that his office of reading, he placed his said
nameol- wife in an inn, called the Dolphin, in Cambridge, the wife of the
8 house being of affinity unto her. By reason whereof, and for that
his often resort unto his wife in that inn, he was much marked of

some popish merchants: whereupon rose the slanderous noise and

report against him, after he was preferred to the archbishopric of
Canterbury, raised up by the malicious disdain of certain malignant

(1) Afterwards called Magdalen College.—ED.



THE LIFE AND STORY OF ARCHBISHOP CRANMER. I

adversaries to Christ and his truth, bruiting abroad every where, that #ary.
he was but an hosteler, and therefore without all good learning. Of 4 p-
whose malicious reports, one of their practices in that behalf shall 1556.
hereafter be declared, as place and time shall serve.
But in the mean time to return to the matter present: whilst this cranmer,

after the

said master Cranmer continued as a reader in Buckingham college, gecense of
his wife,

his wife died in childbed. After whose death, the masters and fel- b *f
lows of Jesus college, desirous again of their old companion, namely, fellow of

N . . . . . Jesus col-
for his towardliness in learning, chose him again fellow of the same lege.
college. Where he, remaining at his study, became in few years Mase,

d doc-

after the reader of divinity lecture in the same college, and in such 2nd ¢
special estimation and reputation with the whole university, that divinity.
being doctor of divinity, he was commonly appointed one of the fro 2"
heads (which are two or three of the chiefest learned men) to exa- minerin
mine such as yearly proceed in commencement, either bachelors or bridge o7
doctors of divinity, by whose approbation the whole university wes
licenseth them to proceed unto their degree; and again by whose Proceed:
disallowance the university also rejecteth them for a time to proceed,

until they be better furnished with more knowledge. a.»p. 1526.

Now Dr. Cranmer, ever much favouring the knowledge of the Friarsin
Scripture, would never admit any to proceed in divinity, unless they with -
were substantially seen in the story of the Bible : by means whereof “2"mer-
certain friars, and other religious persons, who were principally
brought up in the study of school authors without regard had to the
authority of Scriptures, were commonly rejected by him ; so that he
was greatly, for that his severe examination, of the religious sort
much hated, and had in great indignation. And yet it came to pass
in the end, that divers of them being thus compelled to study the
Scriptures, became afterwards very well learned and well affected ;
insomuch, that when they proceeded doctors of divinity, they could
not overmuch extol and commend master doctor Cranmer’s goodness
towards them, who had for a time put them back, to aspire unto
better knowledge and perfection. Among whom Dr. Barret, a white
friar, who afterwards dwelt at Norwich, was after that sort handled,
giving him no less commendation for his bappy rejecting of him for
a better amendment. Thus much I repeat, that our apish and
popish sort of ignorant priests may well understand that this his
exercise, kind of life, and vocation, was not altogether hosteler-like.

Well, to go forwards: like as he was neither in fame unknown, Crenmer

nor in knowledge obscure, so was he greatly solicited by Dr. Capon, {5 o

to have been one of the fellows in the foundation of cardinal Wolsey’s i of the
college in Oxford, which he utterly refused, not without danger of gliege in
indignation. Notwithstanding, foreseeing that which after chanced, to refuseth.
the utter confusion of many well affected learned men there, without
consideration (because man’s glory was there more sought for than
God’s), he stood to the danger of the said indignation, which chanced

more prosperously unto him within few years after than he looked

for. For, while he thus continued in Cambridge, the great and Guestion
weighty cause of king Henry the eighth, his divorce with the lady king's
Katherine dowager of Spain, came into question; which being wit Ka-

therine

many ways by the space of two or three years amongst the canonists, Sivive
civilians, and other learned men diversely disputed and debated, it
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Mary. came to pass that this said Dr. Cranmer, by reason that the plague
A D. vas in Cambridge, resorted to Waltham Abbey, to one master
1556, Cressy’s! house there, whose wife was of kin to the said master
Cranmer. And for that he had two sons of the said Cressy with
him at Cambridge as his pupils, he rested at Waltham Cross, at the
house of the said master Cressy, with the said two children, during
that summer-time while the plague reigned. a.p. 1529.

In this summer-time cardinal Campeius and cardinal Wolsey,?
being in commission from the pope to hear and determine that great
cause in controversy between the king and the queen, his pretended
wife, dallied and delayed all the summer-time until the month of
August came, in hearing the said cause in controversy debated.
When August was come, the said cardinals little minding to proceed
to sentence giving, took occasion to finish their commission, and not
further to determine therein, pretending that it was not permitted
by the laws to keep courts of ecclesiastical matters in harvest-time:
which sudden stay and giving over of the said commission by both
the cardinals, being unknown to the king, it so much moved him,
that he, taking it as a mock at the cardinals’ hands, commanded the
dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk to dispatch forthwith cardinal Campeius
home again to Rome; and so in haste removed himself from London
to Waltham for a night or twain, while his household removed to
stephen Greenwich : by means whereof it chanced that the harbingers lodged
Sainer Dr. Stephen, secretary,® and Dr. Foxe, almoner (who were the chief
Poxe, ... furtherers, preferrers, and defenders on the king’s behalf of the said
rersof the cause) in the house of the said master Cressy, where the said Dr.
ﬁ{?f,ﬁe, Cranmer was also lodged and resident. When supper-time came,

they all three doctors met together; Dr. Stephen and Dr. Foxe
much marvelling of Dr. Cranmer’s being there; who declared to them
the cause of his there being, namely, for that the plague was in Cam-
Stephen, bridge. And as they were of old acquaintance, so the secretary and
tuxe, and the almoner right well entertained Dr. Cranmer, minding to under-
conter . stand part of his opinion touching their great business they had in
" hand. And so as good occasion served, while they were at supper,
they conferred with Dr. Cranmer concerning the king’s cause, request-

ing him of his judgment and opinion what he thought therein.
Cran- Whereto Dr. Cranmer answered, that he could say little to the
swerin Matter, for that he had not studied nor looked for it. Notwith-
the aues- standing he said to them, that in his opinion they made more ado in
the king's prosecuting the law ecclesiastical, than needed. * It were better, as
" I suppose,” quoth Dr. Cranmer, “ that the question, whether a man
may marry his brother’s wife, or no? were decided and discussed by
the divines, and by the authority of the word of God, whereby the
conscience of the prince might be better satisfied and quieted, than
thus from year to year by frustratory delays to prolong the time,
leaving the very truth of the matter unbolted out by the word of

(1) “Cressy.”- ¢ A name,” says Fuller, “ utterly extinct in that town (where God hath fixed my
present habitation) long before the memory of any alive. But, consulting ¢ Weaver's Fuuneral
Mpnmll‘aents of Waltham Church’ (move truly than neatly by him composed), I find therein this
epitaph:

¢ Here lyeth Jon and Jone Cressy,
On whose soulys Jesu hav mercy. Amen.'”
See Fuller’s Church History, book v. page 179.—Ep.
{2) Of this Campeius, and discourse of his legacy, read before. [vol. v. p. 48.—Ep.}
(3) Dr. Stephen Gardiner was secretary to king Henry VIIL at this time.—Ep.
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God. There is but one truth in it, which the Scripture will soon afary.
declare, make open and manifest, being by learned men well handled,

and that may be as well done in England in the universities here, as 556,
at Rome, or elsewhere in any foreign nation, the authority whereof o—
will compel any judge soon to come to a definitive sentence : and mer's de-
therefore, as I take it, you might this way have made an end of this jice,™"
matter long since.” When Dr. Cranmer had thus ended his tale,

the other two well liked of his device, and wished that they had so
proceeded aforetime, and thereupon conceived some matter of that
device tb instruct the king withal, who then was minded to send to

Rome again for a new commission.

Now the next day, when the king removed to Greenwich, like as The xing
he took himself not well handled by the cardinals in thus deferring Foubled,
his cause, so his mind being unquieted, and desirous of an end of his divorce.
long and tedious suit, he called unto him these his two principal
doers in his said cause, namely, the said Dr. Stephen and Dr. Foxe,
saying unto them, * What now my masters,” quoth the king, “shall
we do in this infinite cause of mine? I see by it there must be a
new commission procured from Rome; and when we shall have an
end, God knoweth, and not 1.”

When the king had said somewhat his mind herein, the almoner,

Dr. Foxe, said unto the king again, *“ We trust that there shall be
better ways devised for your majesty, than to make travel so far as
to Rome any more in your highness’s cause, which by chance was
put into our heads this other night being at Waltham.” The king
being very desirous to understand his meaning, said, “ Who hath &30, .
taken in hand to instruct you by any better or shorter way to pro- vicere-
ceed in our said cause ?” Then said Dr. Foxe, ¢ It chanced us to the king,
be lodged at Waltham in master Cressy’s house this other night,
your highness being there, where we met with an old acquaintance of
ours, named Dr. Cranmer, with whom having conference concerning
your highness’s canse, he thought that the next way were, first to
instruct and quiet your majesty’s conscience by trying your high-
ness’s question out by the authority of the word of God, and there-
upon to proceed to a final sentence.” With this report the secretary
was not content with the almoner, for that he did not utter this device
as of their own invention.! And when the secretary would have
seemed by colourable words to make it appear to the king, that they
of themselves had devised that means ; the king then said, “ Where
is this Dr. Cranmer? Is he still at Waltham 7 They answered,
that they left him there. ¢ Marry,” said the king, “ I will surely
speak with him, and therefore let him be sent for out of hand. I
perceive,” quoth the king, “that that man hath the sow by the right ear:
and if T had known this device but two years ago, it had been in my way
a great piece of money, and had also rid me out of much disquietness.”

Whereupon Dr. Cranmer was sent for, and being removed from cranmer
Waltham to Cambridge, and so towards his friends in Nottingham- gator o
shire, a post went for him. But when he came to London, he began seeketn
to quarrel with these two his acquaintances, that he, by their means, im0 -
was thus troubled and brought thither to be cumbered in a matter, 2m°
wherein he had nothing at all travailed in study; and therefore most presence.

(1) Note the glorious head of Dr. Stephen Gardiner.
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Mary. instantly entreated them, that they would make his excuse in such
"A.D. sort, that he might be despatched away from coming in the king’s
. 1556, presence. They promised, and took the matter upon them so to do,
— if by any means they might compass it. But all was in vain ; for

the more they began to excuse Dr. Cranmer’s absence, the more the

king chid with them, for that they brought him not out of hand to

cranmer his presence ; so that, no excuse serving, he was fain undelayedly to
e come to the court unto the king, whom the gentle prince benignly
king.  accepting, demanded his name, and said unto him, “ Were you not
Jalkbe- at Waltham such a time, in the company of my secretary and my
kingand almoner 7” Dr. Cranmer affirming the same, the king said again,
“ Had you not conference with them concerning our matter of divorce

now in question after this sort?” repeating the manner and order
thereof.  “That is right true, if it please your highness,” quoth

Dr. Cranmer.  “ Well,” said the king, “ I well perceive that you
Theking have the right scope of this matter. You must understand,” quoth
otec? the king, “ that T have been long troubled in conscience ; and now
science. T perceive that by this means I might have been long ago relieved
one way or other from the same, if we had this way proceeded. And
therefore, master doctor, I pray you, and nevertheless because you

are a subject, I charge and command you (all your other business

and affairs set apart), to take some pains to see this my cause to be
furthered according to your device, as much as it may lie in you, so

that I may shortly understand whereunto I may trust. For this I
protest before God and the world, that I seek not to be divorced

from the queen, if by any means I might justly be persuaded that

this our matrimony were inviolable, and not against the laws of God ;

for otherwise there was never cause to move me to seek any such ex-
tremity :! neither was there ever prince had a more gentle, a more
obedient and loving companion and wife than the queen is, nor did I

ever fancy woman in all respects better, if this doubt had not risen ;
assuring you that for the singular virtues wherewith she is endued,
besides the consideration of her noble stock, I could be right well con-

tented still to remain with her, if so it would stand with the will and
pleasure of Almighty God.” And thus, greatly commending her many

and singular qualities, the king said, “I therefore pray you with an indif-
ferent eye, and with as much dexterity as lieth in you, that you for your

part do handle the matter for the discharging of both our consciences.”

Excusing  Dr. Cranmer, much disabling himself to meddle in so weighty a
s matter, besought the king’s highness to commit the trial and examin-
{‘ﬁ;“;‘;}f? ing of this matter by the word of God, unto the best learned men of
" both his universities, Cambridge and Oxford. “ You say well,” said

the king, “and I am content therewith. But yet nevertheless, T will
Assigned have you specially to write your mind therein.” And so calling the
Woa's, earl of Wiltshire to him, said, I pray you, my lord, let Dr. Cran-
g’ig;l_‘ the mer have entertainment in your house at Durham-place for a time,
tures, in to the intent he may be there quiet to accomplish my request, and
the sause Jet him lack neither books, nor any thing requisite for his study.
vorce.  And thus, after the king’s departure, Dr. Cranmer went with my lord
of Wiltshire unto his house, wherein he incontinently wrote his

(1) Mark this you papists, which so rashly judge the king’s divorce and the pope’s overthirow to
. have sprung of light causes.
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mind concerning the king’s question; adding to the same, besides ary.
the authorities of the Scriptures, of general councils, and of ancient 15~
writers, also his opinion, which was this: That the bishop of Rome 1556
had no such authority, as whereby he might dispense with the word 57—
of God and the Scripture. When Dr. Cranmer had made this book, hath no

and committed it to the king, the king said to him, “ Will you haer™
abide by this that you have here written before the bishop of Rome?” Piise,
“That will I do by God’s grace,” quoth Dr. Cranmer, “if your word ot
majesty do send me thither.” ¢ Marry,” quoth the king, “ I'will
gend you even to him in a sure ambassage.”

And thus by means of Dr. Cranmer’s handling of this matter with The
the king, not only certain learned men were sent abroad to the most ﬁ:,g;fage
part of the universities in Christendom, to dispute the question, but foudd va-
also the same being by commission disputed by the divines in both '
the universities of Cambridge and Oxford, it was there concluded, Sranmer
that no such matrimony was by the word of God lawful. Where- others

upon a solemn ambassage was then prepared and sent to the bishop Rome

of Rome, then being at Bologna, wherein went the ear] of Wiltshire, 3mbassa-
Dr. Cranmer, Dr. Stokesley, Dr. Carne, Dr. Bennet, and divers the pope.
other learned men and gentlemen. a.p. 1530.

And when the time came that they should come before the bishop gngiisn
of Rome to declare the caunse of their ambassage, the bishop, sitting ambassa-
on high in his cloth of estate and in his rich apparel, with his sandals basty w0
on his feet, offering as it were his foot to be kissed of the ambas- ‘5322&’“’
sadors; the earl of Wiltshire, disdaining thereat, stood still, and *°*
made no countenance thereunto, so that all the rest kept themselves
from that idolatry. Howbeit, one thing is not here to be omitted, as a
prognosticate of our separation from the see of Rome, which then
chanced by a spaniel of the ear]l of Wiltshire. For he, having there
a great spaniel which came out of Eingland with him, stood directly
between the earl and the bishop of Rome, when the said bishop Unman-
had advanced forth his foot to be kissed. Now whether the spaniel e o5
perceived the bishop’s foot of another nature than it ought to be, ingte
and so taking it to be some kind of repast—or whether it was the popess
will of God to show some token by a dog unto the bishop of his ™"’
inordinate pride, that his feet were more meet to be bitten of dogs,
than kissed of christian men—the spaniel (I say), when the bishop
extended his foot to be kissed, no man regarding the same, straight-
way (as though he had been of purpose appointed thereunto) went
directly to the pope’s feet, and not only kissed the same unmannerly
with his mouth, but, as some plainly reported and affirmed, took fast
with his mouth the great toe of the pope, so that in haste he pulled
in his glorious feet from the spaniel : whereat our men smiling in .
their sleeves, what they thought, God knoweth. But in fine, the
pontifical bishop after that, sought no more at that present for kiss-
ing his feet, but without any further ceremony gave ear to the am-
bassadors what they had to say; who, entering there before the , .
bishop, offered on the king’s behalf to be defended, that no man that the

pope had

¢ jure divino,” could or ought to marry his brother’s wife, and that no power
the bishop of Rome by no means ought to dispense to the contrary. [
Divers promises were made, and sundry days appointed, wherein the Yitz

question should have been disputed ; and when our part was ready word.
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Mery. to answer, no man there appeared to dispute in that behalf. So in
A.D. the end, the bishop, making to our ambassadors good countenance,
1556. and gratifying Dr. Cranmer with the office of the penitentiaryship,
" dismissed them undisputed withal.
Crammer  Whereupon the earl of Wiltshire, and the other commissioners,
made the . o s
pope’s pe- saving Dr. Cranmer, returned home again into England. And forth-
iy, with Dr. Cranmer went to the emperor (being in his journey towards
cranmer  Vienna, in expedition against the Turk), there to answer such learned
3ot to the men of the emperor’s council, as would or could say any thing to the
emperor. contrary part. Where amongst the rest, at the same time was Cor-
ence  melius Agrippa,! a high officer in the emperor’s court, who having
Gonma private conference with Dr. Cranmer in the question, was so fully
and resolved and satisfied in the matter, that afterwards there was never
grippa. . .
disputation openly offered to Dr. Cranmer in that behalf. For
through the persuasion of Agrippa, all other learned men there
were much discouraged : insomuch that after Dr. Cranmer was
returned into England, Agrippa fell into such displeasure with the
emperor, as some men thought, that because of the hindering and
discouraging so much the contrary part, he was committed to prison,
where he for sorrow ended his life, as it was reported. In the mean
space, while the emperor returned home from Vienna through Ger-
many, Dr. Cranmer in that voyage had conference with divers learned
men of Germany concerning the said question, who, very ambiguously
heretofore conceiving the cause, were fully resolved and satisfied
by him.

This matter thus prospering on Dr. Cranmer’s behalf, as well
touching the king’s question, as concerning the invalidity of the
bishop of Rome’s authority, bishop Warham, then archbishop of
Canterbury, departed this transitory life,> whereby that dignity then
being in the king’s gift and disposition, was immediately given to Dr.

Cranmer Cranmer, as worthy for his travail of such a promotion. Thus much
made  touching the preferment of Dr. Cranmer unto his dignity,® and by
vishop of What means he achieved unto the same (not by flattery, nor by
pamter- bribes, nor by any other unlawful means) ; which thing I have more at
large discoursed, to stop the railing mouths of such, who, being them-
selves obscure and unlearned, shame not to detract so learned a man
most ignominiously with the surname of an hosteler,whom for his godly
zeal unto sincere religion they ought with much humility to have had

in regard and reputation. '
Theques- *Not* long after, as one occasion bringeth in another; so upon
o o 2 this question of the marriage riseth another question of the pope’s
supre-  authority ; in so much that in the parliament it was doubted of the
whatoc- primacy of the church of Rome. And here the new archbishop was
st not a little helped by his old collections and notes, which he used in
moved.  studying: for all the weight of the business was chiefly laid on his
shoulders. He therefore alone received, and answered, and confuted,
(1)) Henry Cornelius Agrippa, of the family of Nettesheim, was born in 1486. As he was a man
of an inconstant disposition, he was never fixed in any settled employment, being occupied
sometimes in the wars, and sometimes in delivering lectures in divinity, His treatise * De Vani-~
tate Scientiarum,”—a dissertation in which he undertakes to prove that there is nothing more per~
nicions to man’s salvation than the arts and sciences—excited much enmity against him. Aftera
chequered and unsettled life, he died at Grenoble in 1535. See Dupin, cent. 16, b. iii. p. 401.
Bayle has noticed the facts which connect his name with Cranmer’s history in his  Dictionary,”

article < Agrippa,” Note O..—Ep. (2) August 23, 1532.—Ebp.
(3) March 20, 1530.--Eb. (4) See the First Edition, 1563 ; pp. 1471—1473.—Lp,
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all the objections of all the papists. And whereas the saying is, Mary.
“Not Hercules against two,” he alone encountered with so many —, )
ensigns and armies of divines; he alone sustained all the force of 7556,
all his adversaries ; he opened from the very foundations abundantly
and readily what was to be judged and determined of the bishop of
Rome and all his authority ; he showed that the pope’s lordship was
brought in by no authority of the Scripture, but by affected and
ambitious tyranny of men; and that the chiefest power in earth
belonged to the emperor, to kings, and to other potentates, to whom
the bishops, priests, popes, and cardinals, by God’s commandment,
were 110 less subject than other men of the commonwealth : and there-
fore there was no cause why the bishop of Rome should excel other
bishops in authority, who should be subject to their own magistrates,

and of them be kept in order: and although authority be granted Popes|
him over his own, yet so insolent and immoderate advancing of that degrees

see, by no right could be borne withal, but rather it should be made cturch
equal with the rest. And therefore it were even best that by consent ﬁ‘e’“’;ui,j;’ct
of the king and the other estates the ambitious lordship of this bishop, & me
being driven out of England, should keep itself within his own gistrates.
Ttaly, as a river is kept within its banks.

These matters being thus done and passed in the parliament, soon
after the king and queen, by the ecclesiastical law, were cited at Dun-
stable before the archbishop of Canterbury and Stephen Gardiner,
bishop of Winchester, as judges, to hear the sentence of God’s word
concerning this matter. The king refused not to appear at the cen-
sure of God’s Jaw ; but the queen, refusing to stand to their judg-
ment, appealed to the bishop of Rome. But forasmuch as the
pope’s authority being banished out of the realm, and by public autho-
rity it was enacted that no man should appeal out of the realm to
Rome for any matter, the judges, making no delay, out of God’s
word pronounced the marriage to be unlawful, and so made divorce.

But Winchester, although he had openly sworn before all the cran-
states in the parliament, and in special words, against the pope’s 'g’éf,rci‘}’,}"
domination, yet inwardly in his fox’s heart he bare a secret love to the J5%mins
bishop of Rome. But contrariwise, the archbishop perceiving (as it land.
was indeed) that there was no hope to reform the church, so long as
the bishop of Rome’s laws and power remained, now that his name
was driven out, sought all occasions to bring his intent to pass. By
little and little he called home and conformed the churches into a
more wholesome discipline of Christ, and example of the primitive
church : and as the pope’s name and title were now abolished, so he
laboured also to banish out of the realm his errors, heresies, and cor-
ruptions. And not content therewith, he obtained of the king, The
partly by his own suit, and partly by other men’s suit, that certain Book wet
learned bishops being chosen out, should by their common consent **
make a book of ecclesiastical institutions, which should bebetter purged
from all popish superstitions. In this number were chosen Stokesley
bishop of London, Gardiner bishop of Winchester, Sampson bishop
of Chester, Repse bishop of Norwich, Goodrich bishop of Ely, Lati-
mer bishop of Worcester, Shaxton bishop of Salisbury, and Barlow
bishop of St. David’s. Winchester in this while (according to the
love that he bare to the bishop of Rome, with three or four of the
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Mary. bishops as good as he) Jaboured diligently and subtilely, that all the

“A.D. laws and customs of old idolatry and superstition (as much as could

1556, be) should be confirmed and established. Yet being overcome by

the authority of the ancient fathers, of the more ancient church, and

of the most ancient word of God, he gave place and subscribed to the

book, which, by the title of the authors, they called ¢ The Bishops’

cranmer Book.” By that book it appeareth that the archbishop of Canterbury

ives:. was not then well instructed in the doctrine of the sacrament, be-

edin the - cause there is granted a real presence. There was added also con-

ment.  cerning worshipping of images, which article was none of the bishop’s,

but added and written by the king’s hand, and (as it is suspected)
through the secret persuasion of the bishop of Winchester.! ‘

Abbey- These matters thus ordered, the abolishing of monasteries began to

" be talked of. The king’s desire was, that all the abbey-lands

should come to his coffers; and contrariwise the archbishop, and

other men of the church, thought it pertained more to christian reli-

gion and duty, that all the goods of monasteries (which were very

great) should be put to the necessary use of the poor, and erecting of

schools. For which cause the king’s will being somewhat bent

against the archbishop and other maintainers of his doctrine (specially

by the instigation of Gardiner, bishop of Winchester, which sought

all occasions to let and hinder the gospel), he set forth the Six

Articles, more than man-quellers, containing the sum of popish reli-

The ocea- 8101, and by full consent of parliament established them. What a

sionefthe slaughter by the space of eight years these Six Articles made, because

ces.  we have showed in another place, it were superfluous to repeat it

here again ; although the king afterward (foregoing his anger, and

considering, as it was indeed, that the archbishop and others of his

sort, did it not for that he was offended with them, of stubbornness

of mind, but rather of simplicity of conscience) began to be more

favourable to him and them; and thought (as it is said) to have

mitigated the rigour and cruelty of certain of the said articles, and

minded to have reformed more things, if he had lived.*

Now as concerning his behaviour and trade of life towards God
and the world, being now entered into his said dignity, and forso-
much as the apostle St. Paul, writing to two bishops, Timothy and
Titus,? setteth out unto us a perfect description of a true bishop,
with all the properties and conditions belonging to the same, unto
the which exemplar it shall be hard in these strange days to find the
image of any bishop correspondent ; yet, for example’ sake, let us take
this archbishop of Canterbury; and try him by the rule thereof, to
see either how near he cometh to the description of St. Paul, or else
how far off he swerveth from the common course of others in his time,
of his calling. The rule of St. Paul is to be found, 1 Tim. iii., also

Therule in his Epistle to Titus, chap. i. in these words: “ A bishop must be

vishop. faultless, as becometh the minister of God. Not stubborn, nor angry,
no drunkard, no fighter, nor given to filthy lucre ; but harbarous,
one that loveth goodness, sober-minded, righteous, holy, temperate,
and such as cleaveth unto the true word and doctrine, that he may
be able to exhort,” ete.

Unto this rule and touchstone, to lay now the life and conversation

(1) Here was craft in handling. (2) 1 Tim. iii. Titus i.
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of this archbishop, we will first begin with that which is thus written : Mary.
“ A bishop must be faultless, as becometh the minister of God.” ~A.p.
Like as no man is without sin, and every man carrieth with him his 1556.
especial vice and fault: so yet nevertheless, the apostle meaneth, A mini-
that the bishop and minister must be faultless, in comparison of the jh o
common conversation of men of the world, which seem more licen- less.
tiously to live at their own liberties and pleasures, than the bishop or
minister ought to do, having small regard unto good example giving :

which a bishop and minister most carefully ought to consider, lest by

his dissolute life the word of God be slandered and evil spoken of.
‘Which thing to avoid, and the better to accomplish this precept of The
the apostle, this worthy man evermore gave himself to continual &y
study, not breaking that order that he in the university commonly 1o
used, that is, by five of the clock in the morning at his book, and so
consuming the time in study and prayer until nine of the clock. He

then applied himself (if the prince’s affairs did not call him away)

until dinner time to hear suitors, and to despatch such matters as
appertained unto his special cure and charge, committing his temporal
affairs, both of his household and other foreign business, unto his
officers : so that such things were never impediments either to his
study, or to his pastoral charge, which principally consisted in refor-
mation of corrupt religion, and in setting forth of true and sincere
doctrine. For the most part always being in commission, he asso-
ciated himself with learned men for sifting and bolting out of one
matter or other, for the commodity and profit of the church of
England ; by means whereof, and what for his private study, he was

never idle: besides that, he accounted it no idle point to bestow one

hour or twain of the day in reading over such works and books as

daily came from beyond the seas.

After dinner, if any suitors were attendant, he would very dili-
gently hear them, and despatch them in such sort as every man com-
mended his lenity and gentleness, although the case required that
some while divers of them were committed by him to prison. And
having no suitors after dinner, for an hour or thereabout he would
play at the chess, or behold such as could play. That done, then
again to his ordinary study, at the which commonly he for the most
part stood, and seldom sat; and there continuing until five of the
clock, bestowed that hour in hearing the common prayer, and walking
or using some honest pastime until supper time. At supper, if he
had no appetite (as many times he would not sup), yet would he sit
down at the table, having his ordinary provision of his mess furnished
with expedient company, he wearing on his hands his gloves, because
he would (as it were) thereby wean himself from eating of meat, but
yet keeping the company with such fruitful talk as did repast and
much delight the hearers, so that by this means hospitality was well
furnished, and the alms-chest well maintained for relief of the poor.
After supper, he would consume one hour at the least in walking, or
some other honest pastime, and then again until nine of the clock, at
one kind of study or other ; so that no hour of the day was spent in Tempe-
vain, but the same was so bestowed, as tended to the glory of God, 5 oot
the service of the prince, or the commodity of the church ; which his mer.
well-bestowing of his time procured to him most happily a good
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Mary. report of all men, to be in respect of other men’s conversation fault-
“AD. less, as it became the minister of God.

1556, < That a bishop ought not to be stubborn.”—Secondly, it is re-
as  quired, “ that a bishop ought not to be stubborn :” with which kind
gentle  of viee, without great wrong, this archbishop in no wise ought to be

7o charged ; whose nature was such as none more gentle, or sooner won

to an honest suit or purpose ; specially in such things, wherein by his

word, writing, counsel, or deed, he might gratify either any gentle or

noble man, or do good to any mean person, or else relieve the needy

stoutand and poor. Only in causes pertaining to God or his prince, no man
fawts more stout, more constant, or more hard to be won ; as in that part
camse.  his earnest defence in the parliament-house above three days together,
“enemy in disputing against the Six Articles of Gardiner’s device, can testify.
sy And though the king would needs have them upon some politic con-

Articles.  gideration to go forward, yet Cranmer so handled himself as well in

the parliament house, as afterwards by writing, so obediently and with
such humble behaviour in words towards his prince, protesting the
cause not to be his, but Almighty God’s, who was the Author of all
truth, that the king did not only well like his defence (willing him
to depart out of the parliament house, into the council chamber,
whilst the act should pass and be granted, for safeguard of his con-
science ; which he with humble protestation refused, hoping that his
majesty in process of time would revoke them again), but also, after
the parliament was finished, the king, perceiving the zealous affection
that the archbishop bare towards the defence of his cause, which
many ways by scriptures and manifold authorities and reasons he had
substantially confirmed and defended, sent the lord Cromwell, then
vicegerent, with the two dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk, and all the
lords of the parliament, to dine with him at Lambeth ;! where it was
declared by the vicegerent, and the two dukes, that it was the king’s
pleasure, that they all should in his highness’s behalf, cherish, com-
fort, and animate him, as one that for his travail in that parliament
had showed himself both greatly learned, and also discreet and wise :
and therefore they willed him not to be discouraged for any thing that
was passed contrary to his allegations. He most humbly thanked the
king’s majesty of his great goodness towards him, and them for all
their pains, saying, “I hope in God, that hereafter my allegations
and authorities shall take place to the glory of God and the commo-
dity of the realm; in the mean time I will satisfy myself with the
honourable consent of your honours, and the whole parliament.”
Here is to be noted, that this man’s stout and godly defence of the
truth herein so bound the prince’s conscience, that he would not
permit the truth in that man to be clean overthrown with authority
and power; and therefore this way God working in the prince’s
mind, a plain token was declared hereby, that all things were not so
sincerely handled in the confirmation of the said Six Articles as they
ought to have been ; for else the prince might have had a just cause

Exampte 0 bave borne his great indignation towards the archbishop. Let us

for eccle- gy that both the like stoutness may be perceived in all ecclesiastical

iastical
pastors.  and learned men, where the truth ought to be defended, and also the

(1) Of this coming of the lord Cromwell and the two dukes to the archbishop read before,
{vol. v, p. 265.—Ep.]



THE LIFE AND STORY OF ARCHBISHOP CRANMER.- 15

like relenting and flexibility may take place in princes and noblemen, »ary.
when they shall have occasion offered them to maintain the same, so "4 p,
that they utterly overwhelm mnot the truth by self-will, power, and 1556.
authority. Now in the end this archbishops constancy was such conmer
towards God’s cause, that he confirmed all his doings by bitterin dis-

death in the fire, without respect of any worldly treasure or pleasure. About e
And as touching his stoutness in his prince’s cause, the contrary fuger’”
resistance of the duke of Northumberland against him proved right fhantry
well his good mind that way ; which chanced by reason that he would '
not consent unto the dissolving of chantries, until the king came of
age, to the intent that they might then better serve to furnish his
royal estate, than to have so great treasure consumed in his nonage :
which his stoutness, joined with such simplicity, surely was thought
to divers of the council a thing incredible : specially in such sort to
contend with him, who was so accounted in this realm, as few or none
would or durst gainstand him.

So dear was to him the cause of God and of his prince, that for
the one he would not keep his conscience clogged, nor for the other
lurk or hide his head.  Otherwise (as it is said) his very enemies might
easily entreat him in any cause reasonable; and such things as he
granted, he did without any suspicion of upbraiding or meed* there-
for: so that he was altogether void of the vice of stubbornness, and
rather culpable of overmuch facility and gentleness.

. % Not angry.”—Then followeth “ Not angry.” Surely if overmuch The sin-
patience maybe a vice, this man mayseem peradventure to offend rather fier pe:
on this part than on the contrary. Albeit for all hisdoings I cannot say: this arct-
for the most part, such was his mortification that way, that few we shall
find in whom the saying of our Saviour Christ so much prevailed as
with him, who would not only have a man to forgive his enemies, but
also to pray for them: that lesson never went out of his memory.

For it was known that he had many cruel enemies, not for his own
deserts, but only for his religion’s sake: and yet whatsoever he was
that sought his hinderance, either in goods, estimation, or life, and
upon conference would seem never so slenderly any thing to relent or
excuse himself, he would both forget the offence committed, and also
evermore afterwards friendly entertain him, and show such pleasure
to liim, as by any means possible he might perform or declare, inso-
much that it came into a common proverb, “ Do unto my lord of
Canterbury displeasure, or a shrewd turn, and then you may be sure
to have him your friend while he liveth.” Of which his gentle dis-
position in abstaining from revengement, amongst many examples
thereof, I will repeat here one :—

It chanced an ignorant priest and parson in the north parts (the A story

town is not now in remembrance, but he was a kinsman of one Cher- Crammer
sey, a grocer, dwelling within London, being one of those priests that 505,
use more to study at the ale-house, than in his chamber or in his riest bis
study), to sit on a time with his honest neighbours at the ale-house '
within his own parish, where was communication ministered in com- pye sy
mendation of my lord Cranmer, archbishop,of Canterbury. This said ing of a
parson, envying his name only for religion’s sake, said to his neigh- priest

bours, ¢ What make you of him,” quoth he, “he was but an hosteler, canmer.

(1) “ Meed,” reward or merit.——Ebp.
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and hath no more learning than the goslings that go yonder on the
green ;” with such like slanderous and uncomely words. These honest
neighbours of his, not well bearing those his unseemly words, articled
against him, and sent their complaint to the lord Cromwell, then
vicegerent in causes ecclesiastical, who sent for the priest, and com-
mitted him to the Fleet, minding to have had him recant those his
slanderous words at Paul’s Cross. Howbeit the lord Cromwell having
great affairs of the prince then in band, forgat his prisoner in the
Fleet. So that this Chersey, the grocer, understanding that his kins-
man was in durance in the Fleet only for speaking words against my
lord of Canterbury, consulted with the priest, and between them
devised to make suit rather unto the archbishop for his deliverance,
than to the lord Cromwell, before whom he was accused; understand-
ing right well that there was great diversity of natures between those
two estates, the one gentle and full of clemency, and the other severe
and somewhat intractable, namely, against a papist : so that Chersey
took upon him first to try my lord of Canterbury’s benignity, namely,
for that his cousin’s accusation touched only the offence against him,
and none other. Whereupon the said Chersey came to one of the
archbishop’s gentlemen (whose father bought yearly all his spices and
fruit of the said Chersey, and so thereby of familiar acquaintance with
the gentleman), who, opening to him the trouble wherein his kinsman
was, requested that he would be a means to my lord his master, to
hear his suit in the behalf of his kinsman.

The matter was moved. The archbishop, like as he was of nature
gentle, and of much clemency, so would he never show himself strange
unto suitors, but incontinently sent for the said Chersey. When he
came before him, Chersey declared, that there was a kinsman of his
in the Fleet, a priest of the north country, “and as I may tell your
grace the truth,” quoth Chersey, *“a man of small civility, and of less
Jearning. And yet he hath a parsonage there, which now—by reason
that my lord Cromwell hath laid him in prison—being in his cure, is
unserved ; and he hath continued in durance above two months, and
is called to no answer, and knows not when he shall come to any end,
50 that this his imprisonment consumeth his substance, and will utterly
undo him, unless your grace be his good lord.” I know not the
man,” said the archbishop, “ nor what he hath done, why he should be
thus in trouble.” Said Chersey again, “ He only hath offended against
your grace, and against no man else, as may well be perceived by the
articles objected against him;” the copy whereof the said Chersey
then exhibited to the said archbishop of Canterbury, who, well perus-
ing the said articles, said, ¢ this is the common talk of all the ignorant
papistical priests in England against me. Surely,” said he, “1 was
never made privy to this accusation, and of his endurance I never
heard before this time. Notwithstanding, if there be nothing else to
charge him withal against the prince or any of the council, I will, at
your request, take order with him, and send him home again to his
cure to do his duty;” and so thereupon sent his ring to the warden
of the Fleet, willing him to send the prisoner unto him, with his
keeper at afternoon.

‘When the keeper had brought the prisoner at the hour appointed,
and Chersey had well instructed his cousin in any wise to submit
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himself to the archbishop, confessing his fault, whereby that way he #ary.

should most easily have an end, and win his favour; this the parson AD.

being brought into the garden at Lambeth, and there the archbishop, 1556

sitting under the vine, demanded of the parson, what was the cause

of his endurance, and who committed him to the Fleet. The parson

answered and said, that the lord Cromwell sent him thither, for that

certain malicious parishioners of his parish had wrongfully accused him

of words which he never spake nor meant. Chersey, hearing his foolish

cousin so far out of the way from his former instruction, said, “Thou

dastardly dolt and varlet! is this thy promise that thou madest to me?

Are there not a great number of thy honest neighbours’ hands against

thee, to prove thee a liar?” * Surely my lord,” quoth Chersey, * it

is pity to do him good. I am sorry that I have troubled your grace

thus far with him.” * Well,” said the archbishop unto the parson, Tne aren-

“if you have not offended me, I can do you no good; for I am Dihor's

entreated to help one out of trouble that hath offended against me. the

If my lord Cromwell hath committed you to prison wrongfully, that > -

lieth in himself to amend, and not in me. If your offence only hath

touched me, I will be bold to do somewhat for your friends’ sake here.

If you have not offended against me, then have I nothing to do with

you, but that you may go, and remain from whence you came.” Lord,

what ado his kinsman Chersey made with him, calling him all kind of

opprobrious names ! In the end my lord of Canterbury, seeming to

rise and go his ways, the fond priest fell on his knees, and said, “ T me

beseech your grace to forgive me this offence, assuring your grace that st

I spake those words being drank, and not well advised.” * Ah,” said oth his

my lord, “this is somewhat, and yet it is no good excuse: for drun- the arch-

kenness evermore uttereth that which lieth hid in the heart of man when ™"

he is sober;” alleging a text or twain out of the Scriptures concerning

the vice of drunkenness, which cometh not new to remembrance.

« Now therefore,” said the archbishop, ““ that you acknowledge some-

what your fault, I am content to commune with you, hoping that you

are at this present of an indifferent sobriety. Tell me then,” quoth

he, “did you ever see me, or were you ever acquainted with me before

this day P” The priest answered and said that never in his life he

saw his grace. “ Why then,” said the archbishop, * what occasion

had you to call me an hosteler, and that I had not so much learning as

the goslings which then went on the green before your face? If I

have no learning you may now try it, and be out of doubt thereof:

therefore 1 pray you appose me, either in grammar or in other liberal

sciences ; for I have at one time or other tasted partly of them. Or

else, if you are a divine, say somewhat that way.” ,
The priest being amazed at my lord’s familiar talk, made answer The

and said, “ I beseech your grace to pardon me. I am altogether un- Ziceer.

learned, and understand not the Latin tongue, but very simply. My

only study hath been to say my service and mass, fair and deliberate,

which I ean do as well as any priest in the country where I dwell, T

thank God.” * Well,” said the other, “if you will not appose me,

I will be so bold to appose you, and yet as easily as I can devise ; and

that only in the story of the Bible now in English, in which I suppose

that you are daily exercised. Tell me therefore who was king David’s

father,” said my lord. The priest stoed still, pausing a while, and

VOL. VIII. C
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Mary. said, “In good faith my lord, I have forgotten his name.” Then said

"A.D. the other again to him, “If you cannot tell that, I pray you tell me

1556. then, who was Solomon’s father ?” 'The fond foolish priest, without

The mass 111 consideration what was demanded of him before, made answer,

prestig- ¢ Good my lord, bear with me, I am no further seen in the Bible, than
the serip- is daily read in our service in the church.”

rare- The archbishop then answering, said, “ This my question may be

found well-answered in your service. But I now well perceive, how-

soever ye have judged heretofore of my learning, sure I am that you

have none at all. But this is the common practice of all you that be

ignorant and superstitious priests, to slander, backbite, and hate all

such as are learned and well-affected towards God’s word and sincere

religion. Common reason might have taught you what an unlikely

thing it was, and contrary to all manner of reason, that a prince,

having two universities within his realm of well-learned men, and

desirous to be resolved of as doubtful a question as in these many

years the like was not moved within Christendom, should be driven

to that necessity for the defence of his cause, to send out of his

realm an hosteler, being a man of no better knowledge than is a gosling,

in an embassage to answer all learned men, both in the court of Rome

and the emperor’s court, in so difficult a question as toucheth the

king’s matrimony, and the divorce thereof. I say, if you were men

of any reasonable consideration, you might think it both unseemly

evitwin and uncomely for a prince so to do. But look, where malice reign-

s eth in men, there reason can take no place ; and therefore I see by

well. it that you all are at a point with me, that no reason or authority

can persuade you to favour my name, who never meant evil to you,

but both your commodity and profit. Howbeit, God amend you all,

The arch- forgive you, and send you better minds !” With these words the

fmel o priest seemed to weep, and desired his grace to pardon his fault and

forgiveth

gﬁs‘ﬁ' frailty, so that by his means he might return to his cure again, and

thepriest. he would sure recant those his foolish words before his parishioners
s0 soon as he came home, and would become a new man. * Well,”
said the archbishop, “ so had you need:” and giving him a godly
admonition to refuse the haunting of the alehouse, and to bestow his
time better in the continual reading of the Scriptures, he dismissed
him from the Fleet.

Thetord  The lord Cromwell, perceiving within a fortnight after that his

Cromwell . . .

offended  Prisoner was sent home without any open punishment, came to Lam-

foveiving Deth unto the archbishop, and in a great heat said to him, * My lord,

fhe popish I understand that you have despatched the northern priest, that I of

" late sent to the Fleet, home again, who unhonestly railed of you, and

called you an hosteler.” “Indeed I have so done,” said he again, “for
that in his absence the people of his cure wanted their divine service.”
“1It is very devout divine service that he saith,” quoth the lord
Cromwell. It were more meet for him to be an hosteler than a
curate, who sticked not to call you an hosteler. But I thought so
much what you would do, and therefore I would not tell you of his

cranmer  knavery when I sent him to prison. Howbeit, henceforth, they shall

Sefonaet» cut your throat, before that I say any thing more to them on your

that be- Hehalf.” ¢ Why, what would you have done with him ?” quoth the

forerailed ’ . . . .
uponbim. archbishop. * There was nothing laid to his charge, other than words
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spoken against me ; and now the man is repentant and well-reconciled, Mary.
and hath been at great charges in prison : it is time therefore that he "3 p.
were rid out of his trouble.” ¢ Well,” said my lord Cromwell, “ I 1556,
meant that he should have preached at Paul’s Cross a recantation
before he had gone home.” ¢ That had been well done,” quoth
the other, * for then you would have had all the world as well to
wonder at me as at ham.” ¢ Well, well,” said the lord Cromwell,
“ we shall so long bear with these popish knaves, that at length they
will bring us indeed to be wondered at of the whole world.”

This example, among others, serveth to declare that there remained cranmer
small desire of revenging in the said archbishop. But what should I giee ™"
say more ? his quietness and mortification this way was such, that it is heard to

i
reported of all that knew him, that he never raged so far with any of of his

his household servants, as once to call the meanest of them varlet or nold var-
knave in anger, much less to reprove a stranger with any reproachfu] ¥ 2,
words. Much unlike, in this part, to the property (as it seemeth) of

some other inferior bishops of this realm, which have not spared to

fly in the faces, to pluck off the beards, to burn the hands, to beat

and scourge with rods the bodies, of both gentlemen, married men and
others, having almost nothing else in their mouth, but “ fools™ and

* knaves,” etc.: and yet, after all this, think themselves good perfect
bishops, after the rule which followeth and saith, “ No striker, no
fighter.”

“ No striker, no fighter.”—From which kind of vice, the nature of
this archbishop was so far off, as was his doctrine which he professed,
and death which he suffered, far off from all condition and example
of blind popery. After the prohibition of these foresaid vices, suc-
ceedeth the mother of all good virtues necessarily required of all true
Christians, but chiefly of a spiritual prelate, which is, “ Not given to
filthy lucre, but harborous.”

“ Not given to filthy lucre, but harborous,” etc. The contrary notgiven
whereof was so odious unto St. Paul, that he esteemed the same no o™ |
less than a kind of idolatry, in that it maketh men forget their duty barvo-
to God so far, and instead of him, to worship their treasure. How
little this prelate we speak of was infected with this vice, and how he The libe-
was no niggard, all kind of people that knew him (as well learned of tis
beyond the seas and on this side, to whom yearly he gave in exhi- ggg;m
bition no small sums of money, as others, both gentlemen, mean men,
and poor men, who had in their necessity that which he could con-
veniently spare, lend, or make) can well testify. And albeit such
was his liberality to all sorts of men, that no man did lack whom he
could do for, either in giving or lending ; yet nevertheless such was
again his circumspection, that when he was apprehended and com-
mitted by queen Mary to the Tower, he owed no man living a penny,
that could or would demand any duty of him, but satisfied every
man to the uttermost : whereas no small sums of money were owing
him of divers persons, which hy breaking their bills and obligations
he freely forgave and suppressed before his attainder. Insomuch that
when he perceived the fatal end of king Edward should work to him Cranmer
no good suecess touching his body and goods, he incontinently called gi%ic”
for his officers, his steward and others, commanding them in any wise Jebs be-
to pay where any penny was owing, which was out of hand despatched. astainder.

c?

:
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And then he said, “ Now I thank God, T am mine own man, and in
conscience, with God’s help, able else to answer all the world and
worldly adversities ;” which some men suppose he might also have
avoided, if he would have been counselled by some of his friends.

It followeth, moreover, ¢ Harborous.”—And as touching this word
harborous, whereby is meant the good maintenance of hospitality ;
so little was this property lacking in him, that some men, misliking
the same, thought it rather a house of overmuch lavishing and un-
profitable expense. But as nothing can be so well done, which by
some one or other. shall not be maligned and detracted; so neither did
this man lack his cavillers, some finding fault with his overmuch pro-
digality, some, on the contrary part, repining and complaining of his
spare house and strait order, much under the state of his revenues
and calling. Of which two, the first sort must consider the causes
which moved him to that liberal and large kind of expenses ; wherein
here cometh to be considered, the time wherein he served, which was
when reformation of religion first began to be advanced, in which time
the whole weight and care of the same most chiefly depended upon
his hand ; during which season, almost for the space of sixteen years
together, his house was never lightly unfurnished of a number both of
learned men and commissioners, from time to time appointed for
deciding of ecclestastical affairs. And thus, as he seemed to some
over-large and Javishing more than needed in hospitality ; so on the
other side there wanted not some of whom he was much noted and
accused again, yea and also complainedof to king Henry the eighth, for
too slender and niggardly housekeeping, as not worthy to be accounted
the hospitality of a mean gentleman, as here following shall appear.

After that the ample and great possessions, revenues, jewels, rich
ornaments, and other treasures of the abbeys were dissolved and
brought into the king’s hands, in the dissolving whereof many cor-
morants were fed and satisfied, and yet not so fully satisfied, but that
within a few years they began to wax hungry again : and for so much
as no more could be scraped now out of abbeys, they began to seek
how by some other prey to satisfy their appetites, which was to tickle
the king’s ears with the rich revenue of the bishops’ lands. And to
bring this devise to pass, they procured sir Thomas Seymour, knight
of the privy chamber, to be a promoter of the matter ; who not in
all points much favouring the archbishop, having time and a con-
venient occasion, declared to the king that my lord of Canterbury
did nothing else but sell his woods, and let his leases by great and
many fines, making havoc of all the royalties of the archbishopric;
and that only to the intent to gather up treasure for his wife and
children, keeping no manner of hospitality, in respect of so great a
revenue : advertising the king further, that 1t was the opinion of many
wise men, that it were more meet for the bishops to have a sufficient
yearly stipend in money out of the exchequer, than to be cumbered
with those temporal affairs of their royalties, being impediments unto
their study and pastoral charge; and his highness to have their lands
and royalties converted to his proper use, which besides their honest
stipends, would be unto his majesty no small commodity and profit.

When the king had heard his fair tale, he said little thereunto,
other than this: “ Well,” quoth he, “we will talk more of this
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matter at another time.” Now, within a fortnight after or thereabout aary.
(whether by chance, or of set purpose, it is not known), it came to 4 .~
pass, that one day when his highness going to dinner had washed, 1556.
sir Thomas Seymour then holding the ewer, said to the said sir
Thomas, “Go you out of hand to Lambeth, unto my lord of Can-
terbury, and bid him to be with me at two of the clock at afternoon,
and fall not.” 8ir Thomas straightways went to Lambeth, and as he
came to the gate the porter being in the lodge came out, and con-
veyed him to the hall, which was thoroughly furnished and set, both
with the household servants and strangers, with four principal head
messes of officers, as daily it was accustomed to be. When sir
Thomas Seymour saw that stately large hall so well set and furnished,
being therewith abashed, and somewhat guilty of an untruth told to
the king before, he retired back, and would needs have gone to the
archbishop of Canterbury by the chapel, and not through the hall.
Richard Neville, gentleman, then steward of the household, perceiv-
ing his retire, came by and by unto him, and after gentle entertain-
ment demanded of him whether he would speak with my Jord or no ?
Sir Thomas said, that he must needs do so from the king’s highness,
saying unto him, “and this way 1 am going to my lord’s grace.”
“ Sir,” said the steward, “ you cannot go that way, for the door is fast
shut, in the dinner time :” and so, by gentle means, brought him up
to my lord’s chamber through the hall, who then was at dinner : with
whom he dined, after he had done his message, whose ordinary fare cran-
might always well beseem a right honourable personage. When honse.
dinner was scarce done, sir Thomas took his leave of my lord, and keerinz.
went again to the court.

So soon as the king’s highness saw him, he said to him ; * Have tne com-
you been with my lord of Canterbury ?” Sir Thomas answered, Baner
“That I have, if 1t please your majesty, and he will be with your pardn of
highness straightways.” ¢ Dined you not with him ?” said the king. for vis -
“Yes, sir,” said he, *“that have I done.” And with that word, jepert
whether he espied by the king’s countenance, or by his words any-
thing tending to displeasure, he straightway without delay kneeled
down upon his knee, and said, I beseech your majesty to pardon
me: I do now well remember and understand, that of late I told
your highness a great untruth concerning my lord of Canterbury’s
housekeeping : but from henceforth I intend never to believe that
person which did put that vain tale into my head; for I assure
your highness that I never saw so honourable a hall set in this realm
(besides your majesty’s hall) in all my life, with better order, and so
well furnished in each degree. If I had not seen it myself, I could
never have believed it, and himself also so honourably served.” * Ah Tne king
sir,” quoth the king’s highness, “ have you now espied the truth? I {Peakeh
thought you would tell me another tale when you had been there. fence of
He was a very varlet,” quoth the king, ¢ that told you that tale: =~
for he spendeth (ah, good man !)” said the king, *all that he hath
in housekeeping. But now I perceive which way the wind bloweth.

There are a sort of you to whom I have liberally given of the pos-
sessions and revenues of the suppressed monasteries, which like as you
have lightly gotten, so have you more unthriftily spent, some at dice,
other some in gay apparel, and otherways worse, I fear me: and now
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that all is gone, you would fain have me malke another chevance with
the bishops’ lands, to accomplish your greedy appetites. But let no
other bishops bestow their revenues worse than my lord of Canter-
bury doth: then shall you have no cause to complain of their
keeping of house.”

And thus the tale being shut up, and ended by the king’s highness,
neither sir Thomas Seymour, nor any other on his behalf, ever after
durst renew or revive that suit, or any more in king Henry’s days;
so that it may be evident to all indifferent men, the liberality of the
archbishop in housekeeping what it was, which being defended and
commended by the prince himself, rather may give a good example to
his posterity to follow, than was then to be depraved of any private
subject, such as knew him not.

In which' archbishop this moreover is to be noted, with a memo-
randum touching the relief of the poor, impotent, sick, and such as
then came from the wars at Boulogne, and other parts beyond the
seas, lame, wounded, and destitute : for whom he provided, besides
his mansion-house at Beaksbourne in Kent, the parsonage-barn, well
furnished with certain lodgings for the sick and maimed soldiers; to
whom were also appointed the almoner, a physician, and a surgeon, to
attend upon them, and to dress and cure such as were not able to
resort to their countries, having daily from the bishop’s kitchen hot
broth and meat: for otherwise the common alms of the household
was bestowed upon the poor neighbours of the shire. And when any
of the impotent did recover and were able to travel, they had con-
venient money delivered to bear their charges, according to the
number of miles from that place distant. And this good example of
mercy and liberal benignity, I thought here goed not in silence to be
suppressed, whereby others may be moved according to their vocation,
to walk in the steps of no less liberality, than in him in this behalf
appeared.

“ One that loveth goodness, sober-minded, righteous, holy, and
temperate.”—Now followeth together these virtues, ‘“One that
loveth goodness, sober-minded, righteous, holy, and temperate.” As
concerning these qualities, the trade of his life before joined with his
benign and gentle disposition, doth testify that he could not be void
of these good virtues reigning in him, who was se abundantly
adorned with the others, which above we have declared.

“To cleave fast unto the true word of doctrine, that ke may be
able to exhort with wholesome learning, and to reprove them that say
against 78.”"—Then concludeth St. Paul with the most excellent
virtue of all others to be wished in a prelate of the church. For if
this constancy be not in him to this end, thatis, “To cleave fast
unto the true word of doctrine, that he may be able to exhort with
wholesome learning, and to improve them that say against it ;™ if
he be void (I say) of these gifts and graces, he is worthy of no com-
mendation, but shall seem an idol, and a deceiver of the world.
Neither shall he deserve the name of a bishop, if either for dread
or meed, affection or favour, he do at any time or in any point
swerve from the truth. As in this behalf the worthy constancy of
this said archbishop never, for the most part, shrank from any manner

(1) Titus i.
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of storm; but was so many ways tried, that neither favour of his Hary.
prince, nor fear of the indignation of the same, nor any other worldly ", 15
respect, could alienate or change his purpose, grounded upon that 1556,
infallible doctrine of the gospel. Notwithstanding, his constant o
defence of God’s truth was ever joined with such meekness toward of Christ's

. . . . truth and
the king, that he never took occasion of offence against him. gospel.

At the time of setting forth the Six Articles, mention was made
before in the story of king Henry the eighth, how adventurously this
archbishop Thomas Cranmer did oppose himself,' standing as it were,
post alone, against the whole parliament, disputing and replying three
days together against the said articles: insomuch that the king, when
neither he could mislike his reasons, and yet would needs have these
articles to pass, required him to absent himself for the time out of
the chamber, while the act should pass, and so he did; and how the
king afterward sent all the lords of the parliament unto the arch-
bishop to Lambeth to cheer his mind again, that he might not be
discouraged, all which appeareth above expressed : and this was done
during yet the state and time of the lord Cromwell’s authority.

And now that it may appear likewise, that after the decay of the
lord Cromwell, yet his constancy in Christ’s cause did not decay, you
shall hear what followeth after. For after the apprehension of the
lord Cromwell, when the adversaries of the gospel thought all things
sure now on their side, it was so appointed amongst them, that ten
or twelve bishops, and other learned men, joined together in com-
mission, came to the said archbishop of Canterbury for the establishing
of certain articles of our religion, which the papists then thought to gy, .
win to their purpose against the said archbishop. For having now bishop

the lord Cromwell fast and sure, they thought all had been safe and alonein
sure for ever: as indeed to all men’s reasonable consideration, that Sgenee
time appeared so dangerous, that there was no manner of hope that it
religion reformed should any one week longer stand, such account Heaw,
was then made of the king’s untowardness thereunto ; insomuch, that bishop
of all those commissioners there was not one left to stay on the arch- $kie for-
bishop’s part, but he alone against them all stood in the defence of arch-
the truth ; and those that he most trusted to, namely bishop Heath, the plain
and bishop Skip, left him in the plain field, who then so turned fo¢
against him, that they took upon them to persuade him to their pur- bishop
pose ; and, having him down from the rest of the commissioners into py wrem.
his garden at Lambeth, there by all manner of effectual persuasions  give,
entreated him to leave off his overmuch constancy, and to incline defence
unto the king’s intent, who was fully set to have it otherwise than he gospel.
then had penned, or meant to have set abroad.
‘When those two his familiars, with one or two others his friends,

had used all their eloquence and policy, he, little regarding their in-
constancy and remissness in God’s cause or quarrel, said unto them
right notably, “ You make much ado to have me come to your pur- ;.
pose, alleging that it is the king’s pleasure to have the articles, in answer.
that sort you have devised them, to proceed ; and now that you do

(1) For a correction of some modern misrepresentations as to Cranmer’s behaviour in this
matter, the reader is referred to Mr, Todd’s Historical and Critical Introduction to ¢ A Defence of

the true and catholic Doctrine of the Sacrament,” &c. by Thomas Cranmer. (London, 1825.)
Pp. 76—82.—Ebp.
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sary.perceive his highness by sinister information to be bent that way, you
"D, think it a convenient thing to apply unto his highness’s mind. ~ You
1656 be my friends both, especmlly the one of you I did put to his majesty
" as of trust. Beware (I say) what you do. There is but one truth
in our articles to be concluded upon, which if you do hide from his
highness by consenting unto a contrary doctrine, and then after in
process of time, when the truth canmot be hidden from him, his high-
ness shall percexve how that you have dealt colourably with hlm, 1
know his grace’s nature so well,” quoth the archbishop, ¢ that Le will
never after trust and credit you, or put any good confidence in you.
And as you are both my friends, so therefore I will you to beware
thereof in time, and discharge your consciences in maintenance of the
truth.”  But all this would not serve, for they still swerved ; and in
discharging of his conscience and declaring the truth unto the king,
God so wrought with the king, that his highness joined with him
against the rest so that the Book of Articles passing on his side, he
won the goal from them all, contrary to all their expectations, when
many wagers would have been laid in London, that he should have
been laid up with Cromwell at that time in the Tower, for his stiff
standing to his tackle. After that day there could neither councillor,
bishop, nor papist win him out of the king’s favour.
The Notwithstanding, not long after that, certain of the council, whose
gﬁglysﬁf, names need not to be repeated, by the enticement and provocation
ringhim of his ancient enemy the bishop of Winchester, and others of the

out of

credit  same sect, attempted the king against him, declarmg plainly, that the

Ying. > realm was so infected with heresies and heretlcs that it was dangerous
for his highness further to permit it unreformed lest peradventure by
long suffering, such contention should arise and ensue in the realm
among his subjects, that thereby might spring horrible commotions
and uproars, like as in some parts of Germany it did not long age: the

cranmer enormity whereof they could not impute to any so much, as to the

enced to archbishop of Canterbury, who by his own preaching, and his chap-

the king. Jains, had filled the whole realm full of divers pernicious heresies.
The king would needs know his accusers. They answered that for-
asmuch as he was a councillor, no man durst take upon him to accuse
him ; but, if it would please his highness to commit him to the T'ower
for a time, there would be accusations and proofs enow against him =
for otherw1se, just testimony and witness against him would not ap-
pear, “ and therefore your highness,” said thev, “ must needs give us-
the council, liberty and leave to commit him to durance.”

The king  The kmcr perceiving their importunate suit against the archbishop

sends sir . A .

Antony (but yet meaning not to have him wronged, and utterly given over

penny o into their hands), granted unto them that they should the next day

for Cran- commit him to the Tower for his trial. When night came, the king

" sent sir Anthony Denny about midnight to Lambeth to the arch-

bishop, willing him forthwith to resort “unto him at the court. The
message done, the archbishop speedily addressed himself to the court,
and coming into the gallery where the king walked, and tarried for
him, his highness said, “ Ah, my lord of Canterbury! I can tell you
news. For divers weighty considerations it is determined by me,
and the council, that you to-morrow, at nine of the clock, shall be
committed to the Tower, for that vou and your chaplains (as infor-

et 6



THE LIFE AND STOKY OF AKCHBISHOP CRANMER., 25

mation is given us) have taught and preached, and thereby sown aary.
within the realm, such a number of execrable heresies, that it is feared, "5 p.
the whole realm being infected with them, no small contentions and 1556.
commotions will rise thereby amongst my subjects, as of late days the me
like was in divers parts of Grermany : and therefore the council have Xing’s ad-
requested me, for the trial of the matter, to suffer them to commit his sup-
you to the Tower, or else no man dare come forth, as witness in these ¥
‘matters, you being a councillor.”

When the king had said his mind, the archbishop kneeled down cran-
and said, “ I am content, if it please your grace, with all my heart, swerto
to go thither at your highness’s commandment. And I most humbly the king.
thank your majesty that I may come to my trial ; for there be that
have many ways slandered me: and now this way I hope to try my-
self not worthy of such report.”

The king, perceiving the man’s uprightness, joined with such sim-
plicity, said, “ O Lord, what manner of man be you! What simpli-
city is in you! I had thought that you would rather have sued to
us to have taken the pains to have heard you and your accusers toge-
ther for your trial, without any such endurance. Do you not know,
what state you be in with the whole world, and how many great
enemies you have ? Do you not consider what an easy thing it is, to
procure three or four false knaves to witness against you? Think
you to have better luck that way, than your Master Christ had? 1
see by it you will run headlong to your undoing, if I would suffer
you. Your enemies shall not so prevail against you, for I have other- The

wise devised with myself to keep you out of their hands. Yet not- vourable
withstanding to-morrow, when the council shall sit, and send for you, e and
resort unto them, and if in charging you with this matter, they do ation
commit you to the Tower, require of them, because you are one of B,
them, a councillor, that you may have your accusers brought before
them, and that you may answer their accusations before them, without
any further endurance, and use for yourself as good persuasions that
way as you may devise ; and if no entreaty or reasonable request will
serve, then deliver unto them this my ring (which then the king deli~ The king
vered unto the archbishop), and say unto them, If there be no remedy, jie sones

my lords, but that I must needs go to the Tower, then I revoke my i lis.
cause from you, and appeal to the king’s own person by this his token
unto you all,” for” (said the king then unto the archbishop) * so soon
as they shall see this my ring, they know it so well, that they shall
understand that T have resumed the whole cause into mine own hands
and determination, and that I have discharged them thereof.”

The archbishop, perceiving the king’s benignity so much to him-
wards, had much ado to forbear tears. “Well,” said the king, “go
your ways, my lord, and do as I have bidden you.” My lord, hum-
bling himself with thanks, took his leave of the king’s highness for
that night.

On the morrow about nine of the clock before noon, the council E:?,:‘;“j,f’e
sent a gentleman-usher for the archbishop, who when he came to the ofthe
council-chamber door, could not be let in; but of purpose (as it madeto

stand at

seemed) was compelled there to wait among the pages, lackeys and the coun-
serving-men all alone.  Dr. Buts the king’s physician resorting that & cpem-

way, and espyirg how my lord of Canterbury was handled, went to waiting.



26 THE LIFE AND STORY OF ARCHBISHOP CRANMER.

Mory. the king’s highness, and said, “ My lord of Canterbury, if it please
TA.D. Your grace, is well promoted ; for now he is become a lackey or a
1556, serving-man : for yonder he hath stood this half hour at the council-
e Bare. Chamber door amongst them.” It is not so,” quoth the king,
the king’s ““ | trow ; the council hath not so little discretion as to use the metro-
Y~ politan of the realm in that sort, specially being one of their own
number. But let them alone,” said the king, ¢ and we shall hear

more soon.”
cranmer  Anon the archbishop was called into the council-chamber, to whom
galled be- was alleged, as before is rehearsed. The archbishop answered in like
councl.  gort as the king had advised him ; and in the end, when he perceived
that no manner of persuasion or entreaty could serve, he delivered
The coun- them the king’s ring, revoking his cause into the king’s hands. The
Saaomg whole council being thereat somewhat amazed, the earl of Bedford
him, he with a loud voice, confirming his words with a solemn oath, said,

fﬁg‘f’(?;{g"s “When you first began this matter, my lords, I told you what
;‘;‘é‘ga‘i’;& would come of it. Do you think that the king will suffer this man’s
fom  finger to ache? * Much more, I warrant you, will he defend his life
" against brabbling varlets! You do but cumber yourselves to hear
tales and fables against him.” And so incontinently upon the
receipt of the king's token, they all arose, and carried the king his
ring, surrendering that matter, as the order and use was, into his own
hands.
e When they were all come to the king’s presence, his highness with
words to @ severe countenance said unto them, “ Ah, my lords! 1 thought I
aesoin had had wiser men of my council than now I find you. What dis-
fenceof  gretion was this in you, thus to make the primate of the realm, and
" one of you in office, to wait at the council-chamber door amongst
serving men?  You might have considered that he was a councillor
as well as you, and you had no such commission of me so to handle
him. I was content that you should try him as a councillor, and not
as a mean subject. But now I well perceive that things be done
against him maliciously, and if some of you might have had your
minds, you would have tried him to the uttermost. But I do you
all to wit, and protest, that if a prince may be beholden unto his
subject [and so, solemnly laying his hand upon his breast, said], by
the faith I owe to God, I take this man here, my lord of Canterbury,
to be of all other a most faithful subject unto us, and one to whom
we are much beholden ;” giving him great commendations otherwise.
And with that one or two of the chiefest of the council, making their
excuse, declared, that in requesting his endurance, it was rather meant
for his trial, and his purgation against the common fame and slander
The lords of the world, than for any malice conceived against him. ¢ Well,
somnet  well, my lords,” quoth the king, “take him and well use him, as he
gat o> is worthy to be, and make no more ado” And with that every man
againwith caught him by the hand, and made fair weather of altogethers, which
" might easily be done with that man.
Theking  And it was much to be marvelled, that they would go so far with
SEporter him, thus to seek his undoing, understanding this well before, that
ofCran- the king most entirely loved him, and always would stand in his
defence, whosoever spake against him ; as many other times the king’s

patience was by sinister informations against him tried. Insomuch
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that the lord Cromwell was evermore wont to say unto him, “ My aary.
lord of Canterbury, you are most happy of all men; for you may do 5
and speak what you list: and, say what all men can against you, the 1556,
king will never believe one word to your detriment or hinderance. 5o 1
Tam sure I take more pains than all the council doth, and spend Crom-
more largely in the king’s affairs, as well beyond the seas, as on this words to
side, yea I assure you, even very spies in other foreign realms at “®»™er:
Rome and elsewhere, cost me above one thousand marks a year: and

do what I can to bring matters to knowledge, for the ecommodity of

the king and the realm, I am every day chidden, and many false tales

now and then believed against me ; and therefore you are mest happy,

for in no point can you be discredited with the ging.” To this the
archbishop again answering, “ If the king’s majesty were not good to

me that way, I were not able to stand and endure one whole week ;

but your wisdom and policy is such, that you are able to shift well

enough for yourself.”

Now when the king’s highness had thus benignfy and mercifully
despatched the said archbishop from this sore accusation by the
council laid against him, all wise men would have thought that it had
been mere folly afterwards to have attempted any matter against him :
but yet look, where malice reigneth, there neither reason nor honesty
can take place. Such therefore as had conceived deep rancour and
displeasure against him, ceased not to persecute him by all possible
means. Then brought they against him a new kind of accusation, Another
and caused sir John Gostwike knight, a man of a contrary religion, fmn™"
to accuse the archbishop openly in the parliament house, laying to his Drought
charge his sermons preached at Sandwich, and his lectures read at partia-
Canterbury, wherein should be contained manifest heresies against A
the sacrament of the altar, etc.: which accusation came to the king’s 2 sir
ear. ““ Why,” quoth the king, ¢ where dwelleth Gostwike? As I Gostwike,
take it, either in Bedfordshire or Buckinghamshire: and hath he so Cranmer.
open an ear that he can hear my lord of Canterbury preaching out of
Kent? This is very likely,” said the king. “If he had been a
Kentishman, there had been something worthy of consideration ; but
as for Gostwike, I know him well enough, and what good religion he
is of. Go to him and tell him,” said the king to one of his privy Gostwike
chamber, “if he go not to my lord of Canterbury, and so reconcile gfime
himself to him, that he may become his good lord, I will pull the Xig for
gosling’s feathers so, that hereafter he shall have little lust to slander Cranmer.
the metropolitan, or any other learned man.” When sir John Gost- Gostwike
wike heard these words, it was no need to bid him haste himself to faie
Lambeth unto the metropolitan, making to him as many friends as 26%n
possibly he might. When he came to the archbishop he was fain to Cranmer.
disclose unto him, by what means he was procured to do that he did,
requesting his clemency to be his good lord, or else he took himself
utterly undone, being so in the king’s indignation, as he understood
he was by that afore declared ; which suit was soon won at his hand.

And so the archbishop, casting into the satchel behind him all those
sir John Gostwike’s ingratitudes, went to the king, and won to sir
John his prince’s favour again. And thus the king made a short end

of this accusation. a.p. 1544.
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Mary.  Well, here yon may perceive that malicious invention went not the
A.D. Wwisest way to work, to procure a stranger dwelling afar off; to accuse
1556. the archbishop of his doctrine preached in his diocese ; and therefore
hath blind malice learned some more wisdom now to accuse their
Newac- archbishop in such sort as he shall never be able to avoid it. And
bypre. therefore it was procured by his ancient enemies, that not only the
pendaries hrebendaries of his cathedral church in Canterbury, but also the most

and
justices  faymous justices -of peace in the shire, should accuse him, and article

aginet against him; which in very deed was most substantially brought to pass,
{,‘{fh%;fh' and the articles both well written and subscribed, were delivered to the
king’s highness, as a thing of such effect, that there must needs follow
to the said archbishop both indignatiom of the prince, and condign
punishment for his grievous offence committed by him and his chap-
lains, in preaching such erroneous doctrine as they did within his
diocese of Canterbury, whereof they being such witnesses of credit,
Artices N0 man had cause to doubt of their circumspect doings. This accu~
put ,t{‘?ng sation, particularly set out, was delivered to the king by some of the
against council’s means. When the king had perused the book, he wrapt it
up, and put it in his sleeve ; and finding occasion to solace himself
upon the Thames, came with his barge furnished with his musicians
along by Lambeth bridge towards Chelsea. The noise of the musi-
cians provoked the archbishop to resort to the bridge to do his duty,
and to salute his prince : whom when the king had perceived to stand
at the bridge, eftsoons he commanded the watermen to draw towards
The king the shore, and so came straight to the bridge. “ Ah, my chaplain!”
cranmer  said the king to the archbishop, “ come into the barge to me.” The
privy of | archbishop declared to his highness, that he would take his own barge
ces.  and wait upon his majesty. “ No,” said the king, * you must come
into my barge, for I have to talk with you.” When the king and
the archbishop, all alone in the barge, were set together, said the king
to the archbishop, “I have news out of Kent for you, my lord.”
The archbishop answered, ¢ Good, I hope, if it please your highness.”
“ Marry,” said the king, *“they be so good, that I now know the
greatest heretic in Kent ;” and with that pulled out of his sleeve the
book of articles against both the said archbishop and his preachers,
and gave the book to him, willing him to peruse the same. When
the archbishop had read the articles, and saw himself so uncourteously
handled of his own church whereof he was head (I mean of the pre-
bendaries of his cathedral church, and of such his neighbours as he
had many ways gratified, I mean the justices of the peace), it much
commis- grieved him; notwithstanding he kneeled down to the king, and
pointedto besought his majesty to grant out a commission to whomsoever it
oy s, Pleased his highness, for them to try out the truth of this accusation.
forwial ““In very deed,” said the king, “ 1 do so mean; and you yourself
ticles. . shall be chief commissioner, to adjoin to you such two or three more
as you shall think good yourself.” ¢ Then it will be thought,” quoth
the archbishop to the king, *that it is not indifferent, if it please
your grace, that I should be mine own judge, and my chaplains also.”
“ Well,” said the king, “ 1 will have none other but yourself, and
such as you will appoint: for I am sure that you will not halt with
me in any thing, although you be driven to accuse yourself. And I
know partly how this gear proceedeth, and if you handle the matter
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wisely, you shall find a pretty conspiracy devised against you.” sary.
“ Whom will you have with you ?” said the king. ¢ Whom it shall 3.
please your grace to name,” quoth the archbishop. I will appoint 1556.
Dr. Belhouse for one, name you the other,” said the king, “meet for comms-
that purpose.” “ My chancellor, Dr. Coxe, and Hussey my registrar,” Siovess |
said the archbishop, ““ are men expert to examine such troublesome to Cran-
matters.”  “ Well,” said the king, “ let there be a commission made ™"
forth, and out of hand get you into Kent, and advertise me of your
doings.”

They came into Kent, and there they sat about three weeks to Twoor
bolt out who was the first occasion of this accusation ; for thereof the fem,,
king would chiefly be advertised. Now the inquisition being begun Cranmer.
by the commissioners, every man shrunk in his horns, and no man
would confess any thing to the purpose: for Dr. Coxe and Hussey,
being friendly unto the papists, handled the matter so, that. they
would permit nothing material to come to light. This thing being
well perceived by one of the archbishop’s servants, his secretary,! he
wrote incontinently unto Dr. Buts and master Denny, declaring that
if the king’s majesty did not send some other to assist my lord, than
thoese that then were there with him, it were not possible that any
thing should come to light: and therefore wished that Dr. Lee, or
some other stout man that had been exercised in the king’s eccle-
siastical affairs in his visitations, might be sent to the archbishop.

Upon these letters Dr. Lee was sent for to York by the king, and pr. Lee
having ‘the king’s further mind declared unto him, when he came to appointed
the court, he resorted incontinently into Kent, so that on All-hallow sioner
even he delivered to the archbishop the king’s ring, with a declaration Cranmer
of his highness’s further pleasure: and by and by upon his message out e
done, he appointed the archbishop aforesaid to name him a dozen or goeb
sixteen of his officers and gentlemen, such as had both discretion,

wit, and audacity, to whom he gave in commission from the king, to

search both the purses, chests, and chambers of all those that were
deemed or suspected to be of this confederacy, both within the
cathedral church and without, and such letters or writings as they

could find about them, to bring them to the archbishop and him.

These men thus appointed, went in one hour and instant to the The con-
persons’ houses and places, that they were appointed unto; and e pe of
within four hours afterwards the whole conspiracy was disclosed by 2ts
finding of letters, some from the bishop of Winchester, some from tbe arch-
Dr. London at Oxford, and from justices of the shire, with others; found
so that the first beginning, the proceeding, and what should have ***
been the end.of their conspiracy, was now made manifest. Certain
chambers and chests of gentlemen of the shire were also searched,
where also were found letters serving to this purpose. Amongst all Chiefcon-

spirers

others came to my lord’s hands two letters, one of the suffragan of against
Dover, and another of Dr. Barber a civilian, whom continually the {iga"

archbishop retained with him in household for expedition of matters Demes-
in suit before him, as a counsellor in the law when need required. mies and
These two men being well promoted by the archbishop, he used ever gpirers
in such familiarity, that when the suffragan, being a prebend of Can- 2sainst
terbury, came to him, he always set him at his own mess, and the master.

(1} This secretary was master Ralph Morice, witness and drawer of this story.
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Mary. other never from his table, as men in whom he had much delight

“a.p. and comfort, when time of care and pensiveness chanced. But that

1556, which they did, was altogether counterfeit, and the devil was turned
" into the angel of light, for they were both of this confederacy.

Privy When my lord had gotten these their letters into his hands, he

tween  ON 8 day, when it chanced the suffragan to come to him. to his house

Craomer, ot Beaksbourne, called to him into his study the said suffragan of

fragan, Dover and Dr. Barber, saying, * Come your ways with me, for I

Barver. must have your advice in a matter.” When they were with him in

his study altogether, he said to them, “ You twain be men in whom

I have had much confidence and trust: you must now give me some

good counsel, for I am shamefully abused with one or twain to whom

I have showed all my secrets from time to time, and did trust them

as myself. The matter is so now fallen out, that they not only have

disclosed my secrets, but also have taken upon them to accuse me of

heresy, and are become witnesses against me. I require you there-

fore, of your good advice, how I shall behave myself towards them.

You are both my friends, and such as I always have used when I

needed counsel. What say you to the matter ?” quoth the arch-

The sut- bishop.  “ Marry,” quoth Dr. Barber, “such villains and knaves

fogan . (saving your honour) were worthy to be hanged out of hand without

and civi-
Jianghve any other law.” * Hanging were too good,” quoth the suffragan,
against  *“and if there lacked one to do execution, I would be hangman myself.”
vee At these word, the archbishop cast up his hands to heaven, and said,
“ O Lord, most merciful God, whom may a man trust now-a-days ?
it is most true which is said, ¢ Maledictus qui confidit in homine, et
ponit carnem brachium suum.” There was never man handled as I
am: but, O Lord, thou hast evermore defended me, and lent me
one great friend and master [meaning the king], without whose pro-
tection I were not able to stand upright one day unoverthrown, I
praise thy holy name there-for !” And with that he pulled out of his
The false bosom their two letters, and said, * Know ye these letters, my mas-
ot Bar ters 7 With that they fell down upon their knees, and desired for-
et ihe, giveness, declaring how they a year before were tempted to do the
ak the same; and so, very lamentably weeping and bewailing their doings,
vishop  besought his grace to pardon and forgive them.  Well,” said the
orgive o gentle archbishop, *God make you both good men! I never de-
forgiveth gerved this at your hands: but ask God forgiveness, against whom

micer you have highly offended. If such men as you are not to be trusted,
what should I do alive? I perceive now, that there is no fidelity or
trust amongst men. I am brought to this point now, that I fear my
left hand will accuse my right hand. 1 need not much marvel
hereat, for our Saviour Christ truly prophesied of such a world to
come in the latter days. I beseech him of his great mercy to finish
that time shortly.” And so departing, he dismissed them both with
gentle and comfortable words, in such sort that never after appeared
in his countenance or words any remembrance thereof.

Now, when all those letters and accusations were found, they were
put into a chest, the king’s majesty minding to have perused some of
them, and to have partly punished the principals of it. The chest
and writings were brought to Lambeth, at what time began the
parliament. Lord, what ado there was to procure the king a subsidy,
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to the intent that thercupon might ensue a pardon, which indeed aary.
followed ; and so nothing was done, other than their falsehood known, ~4 .
This was the last push of the pike that was inferred against the said 1556.
archbishop in king Henry the eighth’s days: for never after durst =™ —
any man move matter against him n his time,

And thus have ye both the working and disclosing of this popish
conspiracy against this worthy archbishop and martyr of Chuist,
Thomas Cranmer. In the which conspiracy, for so much as com-
plaint was also made unto the king of his chaplains and good
preachers in Kent, it shall not be out of the story something likewise

to touch thereof, especially of Richard Turner, then preacher the Turmer a
al it

same time in this archbishop’s diocese, and curate to master Morice preacher
in Kent,

the archbishop’s secretary, in the town of Chatham, by whose diligent 3, yien
preaching a great part of this heart-burning of the papists took its st

first kindling against the archbishop. Touching the description of tg:la:cth«
which story, because by me nothing shall be said either more or less pomorr”

than is the truth, ye shall hear the very certainty thereof truly com- of Zur-
piled in a letter sent the same time to Dr. Buts and sir Anthony preach-
Denny, to be showed unto the king; and so it was, written by the "
foresaid master Morice, secretary then to the archbishop, farmer of

the same benefice of Chatham, and patron to master Turner, there
minister and preacher aforesaid.

A Letter or Apology of Master Morice, sent to Sir William Buts,
and Sir Anthony Denny, defending the Cause of Master Richard
Turner, Preacher, against the Papists, written a.p. 1544.

[The letter first beginneth in these words, “I am certain, right worshipful,
that it is not unknown to your discreet wisdom,” etc. And after a few lines,
coming to the matter, thus the said letter proceedeth :—]

As your worships well know, it was my chance to be brought up under my The trou-
lord of Canterbury, my master, in writing of the ecclesiastical affairs of this Il){lie:hzi‘ d
realm, as well touching reformation of corrupt religion, as concerning the ad- Turner,
vancement of that pure and sincere religion received by the doctrine of the minister
gospel; which I take to be so substantially handled and builded upon the doc- 2 Chat-
trine of the prophets and apostles, that hell-gates shall never prevail against it.

The consideration whereof compelled me, being a farmer of the parsonage of Ralph
Chatham in Kent, to retain with me one named master Richard Turner, a pa(t);:;;fof
man not only learned in the Scriptures of God, but also in conversation of life Turner.
towards the world, irreprehensible, whom for discharging of my conscience’I

placed at Chatham aforesaid, to be curate there. This man, because he was

a stranger in the country there, and so thereby void of grudge or displeasure

of any old rancour in the country, I thought it had been a mean to have gotten

him the better credit in his doctrine ; but, where malice once taketh fire against

truth, no policy I see is able to quench it. Well, this man as he knew what
appertained to his office, so he spared not weekly, both Sundays and holidays, to

open the gospel and epistle unto his audience after such a sort (when occasion

served), that as well by his vehement inveighing against the bishop of Rome’s
usurped power and authority, as in the earnest setting forth and advancing of

the king’s majesty’s supremacy, innumerable of the people of the country
resorting unto his sermons, changed their opinions, and favoured effectually the ;I;l;lec great
religion received. The confluence of the people so daily increased, that the of people.
church being a fair, ample, and large church, was not now and then able to to master
receive the number. The fame of this new instruction of the people was so gr‘:;’;;r_s
blazed abroad, that the popish priests were wonderfully amazed and displeased ing.

to see their pope so to be defaced, and their prince so highly advanced.

Now, thought they, it is high time for us to work, or else all will here be
utterly lost by this man’s preaching: some of them went with capons, some
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Mary. with hens, some with chickens, some with one thing, some with another, unto
————— the justices, such as then favoured their cause and faction, and such as are no
A.D. small fools, as sir John Baker, sir Christopher Hales, sir Thomas Moile, knights ;
1556.  with other justices. The prebendaries of Christ’s church in Canterbury were made
Persecu- Privy hereof, giving their succour and aid thereunto: so that, in conclusion,
tors of  poor Turner, and other preachers, were grievously complained of unto the
Se";lp?e' king’s majesty. Whereupon my lord of Canterbury, and certain other commis-
sioners, were appointed at Lambeth to sit upon the examination of these
seditious preachers. Howbeit, before Turner went up to his examination, I
Sir Tho- obtained of sir Thomas Moile, that he in Easter week was content to hear
'ﬁﬁle' Turner preach a rehearsal sermon in his parish church at Westwell, of all the
hearing  doctrine of his sermons preached at his cure in Chatham : which he most gently
aﬁ‘ée‘{;}‘ 4 granting, heard Turner both before noon and after noon on the Wednesday in
no fault Baster week last past, and (as it seemed) took all things in good part, remitting
(‘l‘gﬂt‘rf:: Turner home to his said cure with gentle and favourable words. I supposed by
T;rner‘ thls‘means to have stayed master Turner at home from' further examination,
appearing hoping that sir Thomas Moile would have answered for him at Lambeth before
before the the commissioners. Nothwithstanding, after master Moile’s coming to London,
coomans-, such information was laid in against Turner, that he was sent for to make
Lambeth, answer himself before the said commissioners ; and there appearing before them,
zﬁsrdéa' he made such an honest, perfect, and learned answer unto the articles objected,
and sent that he was with a good exhortation discharged home again, without any man-
home.  ner of recantation or other injunction.

The prac-  Now when the pope-catholic clergy of Kent understood of his coming home
tice of without controlment, so that he preached as freely as he did before, against
gi‘,{’;ﬂﬁ;“ their blind and dumb ceremonies, straightway by the help of the bishop of
their  Winchester, Stephen Gardiner, they found a new means to put him to utter
kingdom confusion, devising that he came home from examination in such glorious pomp
" by the high-way’s side in the woods adjoining, that five hundred persons met
him then with banqueting dishes to welcome him home, stirring the people
rather to an uproar and commotion, than to keep them in any quiet obedience :
when in very deed, contrary to this surmise (as God would), on this side
Rochester a mile or two, for avoiding all such light and glorious talk with any
his familiars or acquaintance, he of purpose left the high-way, and came through
the woods all alone above eighteen miles together on foot, so wearied and
meagered for want of sustenance, that when he came into my house at Chat-

ham, he was not well able to stand or speak for faintness and thirst.
The king  This malicious tale being reported to the king’s highness, his majesty was so
decelved  sore aggrieved therewith, that he sent for the archbishop of Canterbury, willing
oI 3% him to cause Turner to be whipt out of the country; by means whereof, the
forma-  archbishop of Canterbury sent again for Turner. I, hearing thereof, made in-
tion continently report by my letters, with such vehemency proving it mere malice,
that the archbishop understanding the truth, pacified again the king’s majesty’s
wrath. Home cometh Turner once again to his cure without blot; which so
wrung the papists, in that they could not prevail, that they thought it all in vain
any further to attempt against him concerning any accusation for matters in
Kent, the archbishop of Canterbury being his ordinary. Well, yet would they
New mat- Dot thus leave him undiscredited. , Then was there one new matter devised,
ter made how that he had preached erroneous doctrine in other countries before he came
against into Kent, laying to his charge that he had both translated the mass into
English, and said, or ministered the same, and that he had preached against
purgatory, pilgrimages, and praying for the dead, etc.: by means whereof, he
was now convented before the whole council by the bishop of Winchester, who
sent Syriake Petite, gentleman, for him, who brought him up to London bound
(as I heard say), and being examined before the said bishop of Winchester and
Conspira- others, he was committed to ward for a season. In the which mean time (the
cyagainst archbishop of Canterbury, being in Kent about the trial of a conspiracy pur-
{)li‘:hz;fh' posed against himself by the justices of the shire, and the prebendaries of Christ’s
-Cranmer church), Turner is now sent down to the archbishop, to the intent he should
;{'S:i‘;‘;s recant that doctrine which long ago he in other places out of Kent had preached,
of Kent, to the utter subversion and defacing of all that he had most godly and earnestly
here in Kent taught both to the glory of God, and the furtherance and setting
forth of the king’s highness’s proceedings. If his majesty will thus permit
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learned honest men thus daily to be overcrowed and trodden under-foot with a 74y,
sort of tyrannous, or rather traitorous papists (who cannot abide to hear his
majesty’s supremacy advanced, nor the sincere word of God preached), it were A.D.
better for men to dwell amongst the infidels and miscreants than in England. _1356.

What reason is this, that Turner shculd recant here in Kent the doctrine

which in other countries he hath taught, to the wounding and overthrowing
most desperately of five hundred men’s consciences and above (I dare say), who
lately, by his sincere preaching, have embraced a right good opinion both of the
king’s supremacy, and also of the reformed religion received? All good sub-
Jjects may well lament the king’s majesty’s estate in this behalf, that no man may
dare to be so bold to advance his highness’s title, but that every ignorant and
malicious papist shall spurn against him, seeking his utter undoing, and that by
the aid of papistical justices setin authority. I beseech your worships to pardon
me of my rude and homely terms. They herein deserve worse, if worse may be
devised : for what honest man can bear with this, that so noble a prince’s ears
shall be thus impudently abused with manifest lies and fables as this one is, of
Turner’s coming home in such a triumph as they craftily and falsely had
devised? It is easily to be spied what they mean and go about, that (the prince
being alive) dare take in hand so uncourteously to abuse both the gentle nature
of the prince, and his godly preacher, the advancer and extoller of his just
authority. .

Whatythink your worships they would attempt, if his majesty were at God’s
mercy (as God forefend that ever any of us should see that day, without better
reformation), that can thus daily with his highness, blinding his eyes with mists,
whilst he liveth and reigneth amongst us in most prosperity? As for my lord of
Canterbury he dare nothing do for the poor man’s delivery, he hath done so
much for him already. And his grace hath told me plainly, that it is put into
the king’s head, that he is the maintainer and supporter of all the heretics
within the realm; nor will he permit me or my neighbours to resort unto the
council for his purgation while he was at Chatham ; saving only I have obtained
this at his hand, that I may become a suitor in writing to my friends and good
masters in the court, for his delivery. And therefore it is, right worshipful,
that I have now taken pen in hand, thus to discourse and open our misery unto
you concerning the extreme handling of this honest poor man, master Turner;
that, if it may possibly be brought to pass by your godly wisdom, the poor
man may be released and discharged of his recantation. You cannot do to God
and your prince a more acceptable service in my poor opinion ; for otherwise,
if he should be driven to recant (as I am sure he will sooner die), both God’s
cause and the king’s shall suffer no small detriment amongst his poor loving sub-~
jects here. For if there be no better stay for the maintenance of these godly
£reachers, the king’s authority concerning his supremacy shall lie post alone,

idden in the act of parliament, and not in the hearts of his subjects.

If they can bring to pass that Turner may recant, to the defacing of his
good doctrine preached here, then have they that for which they have thus long
travailed : and yet in effect shall not Turner recant, but king Henry the eighth,
in Turner’s person, shall most odiously recant, to the wounding of all men’s
consciences here. If the king’s majesty do not esteem his anthority given to
his highness by God’s word and his parliament, it were well done, that the
preachers had good warning to talk no more to the people thereof, rather than
thus to be tossed and turmoiled for doing their duties, by the members of
antichrist.

And now to the intent that they might effectually for ever slander Turner’s sanders
doctrine here, they have indicted him for offending against the Six Articles, %’;gwn
this last sessions, by the witness of two papists of the parish of Chatham his twoperse-
utter enemies, Sanders and Brown by name, for a sermon preached at Chatham cuti}ltg
on Passion Sunday, which chanced on St. Gregory’s even, they both being PPPs'
absent that day at Wye Fair, as it is well proved, namely, for that he preacl}ed
against the mass: saying, that our Saviour Christ was the only sole priest
which sung mass on the altar of the cross, there sacrificing for the sins of the
world once for ever; and that all other masses were but remembrances and
thanksgiving for that one sacrifice; or such words in effect,

‘Wherefore, to conclude, right worshipful, knowing your godly zeals, as well
towards the preferment of sincere religion, as your no less affection towards the
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king’s majesty’s person and his godly proceedings, I most humbly beseech you,
in the bowels of our Saviour Christ, so to ponder the weighty consideration of
the premises, as by your travails unto the king’s majesty or to the honourable
council, we here in Kent that have now of late our hearts bent towards the
observation of the law of God and the prince through Turner’s godly persua-
sions, may receive from your worships some comfortable words of his deliver-
ance, or else certainly many an honest and simple man, lately embracing the
truth, may perhaps fall away desperately from the same, not without danger of
their souls. In accomplishing whereof your worships shall not only do unto
Almighty God and the prince most true and acceptable service, but also bind
the said master Turner, with ali others to whom this cause doth appertain, both
daily to pray for your prosperities; and also to be at your commandments
during their lives.—From Canterbury the 2d day of November.
Your worships’ evermore at commandment, R. Morice.

And thus much containeth the letter sent (as is said) by master
Morice to Dr. Buts and sir Anthony Denny. Now, what success
and speed this letter had, it followeth to be declared. For Dr. Buts
the king’s physician aforesaid, after the receipt of these letters, con-
sidering the weighty contents of the same, as he was ever a forward
friend in the gospel’s cause, so he thought not to foreslack this matter
to the uttermost of his diligence; and so spying his time, when the
king was in trimming and in washing (as his manner was at certain
times to call for his barber), Dr. Buts (whose manner was at such
times ever to be present, and with some pleasant conceits to refresh
and solace the king’s mind) brought with him in his hand this letter.
The king asking what news, Dr. Buts pleasantly and merrily begin-
neth to insinuate unto the king the effect of the matter, and so, at
the king’s commandment, read out the letter; which when the king
had heard, and paused a little with himself upon the same, he com-
manded again the letter to be read unto him: the hearing and con-
sideration whereof so altered the king’s mind, that whereas before he
commanded the said Turner to be whipped out of the country, he
now commanded him to be retained as a faithful subject. And here
of that matter an end.

Let us now return to the archbishop again ; who although he was
compassed about (as is said) with mighty enemies and by many crafty
trains impugned, yet, through God’s more mighty providence work-
ing in the king’s heart so to favour him, he rubbed out all king
Henry’s time without blemish or foil, by means of the king’s suppor-
tation ; who not only defended the said archbishop against all his
conspired adversaries, but also extended such special favour unto him
in such sort, that he being not ignorant of his wife, whom he had
married before at Nuremburg! (being niece to the wife of Osiander),
keeping her all the Six Articles’ time contrary to the law, notwith-
standing he both permitted the same, and kept his counsel.

Then after the death of king Henry, immediately succeeded his
son king Edward, under whose government and protection the state
of this archbishop, being his godfather, was nothing impaired, but
rather more advanced.

During all this mean time of king Henry aforesaid, until the enter-
ing of king Edward, it seemed that Cranmer was scarcely yet
throughly persuaded in the right knowledge of the sacrament, or at

(1) The archbishop married his second wife at Nuremburg.
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least, was not yet fully ripened in the same; wherein shortly after he, ary.
being more groundedly confirmed by conference with bishop Ridley, 4 1~
in process of time did so profit in more ripe knowledge, that at 1536
last he took upon him the defence of that whole doctrine, that is, to 5= —
refute and throw down first the corporal presence ; secondly, the phan- and godly

tastical transubstantiation; thirdly, the idolatrous adoration; fourthly, Smne
the false error of the papists, that wicked men do eat the natural Jrment
body of Christ ; and lastly, the blasphemous sacrifice of the mass. books, cet
Whereupon in conclusion he wrote five books for the public instruc- arch: ~
tion of the church of England, which instruction yet to this day el
standeth, and is received in this church of England. '

Against these five books of the archbishop, Stephen Gardiner, the
arch-enemy to Christ and his gospel, being then in the Tower, slub-
bered up a certain answer, such as it was, which he in open court
exhibited up at Lambeth, being there examined by the archbishop anexpi-
aforesaid, and other the king’s commissioners in king Edward’s days, §aoro
which book was intituled,  An Explication and Assertion of the true Gardiner

against

Catholic Faith, touching the blessed Sacrament of the Altar, with a cranmer.

Confutation of a Book written against the same.”

Against this explication, or rather a cavilling sophistication of Ste- The an-
phen Gardiner, doctor of law, the archbishop of Canterbury learnedly grenef
and copiously replying again, maketh answer, which also he published gainst
abroad to the eyes and judgments of all men in print. All which Gardiner.
writings and books as well of the one part as of the other, our pre-
sent story would require here to be inferred, but because to prosecute
the whole matter at length will not be comprehended in a small
room, and may make too long tarriance in our story, it shall therefore
be best to put off the same unto the place of the appendix following,
wherein (the Lord willing) we intend to close up both these and
divers other treatises of these learned martyrs, as to this our story

shall appertain.

The unquiet spirit of Stephen Gardiner being not yet contented, Marcus
ntonius

after all this thrusteth out another book in Latin of the like popish yhienty,

argument, but after another title, named *“ Marcus Antonius Con- Stephen

stantinus,” whereunto first the archbishop again intending a full con- cranmer
futation, bad already absolved three parts of his answer lying in aboutte

prison, of the which parts two perished in Oxford ; the other yet re- Marcus
Anto-

maineth in my hands ready to be seen and set forth, as the Lord shall 3o
see good. Also bishop Ridley, lying likewise the same time in Notes of
prison, having there the said book of Mareus Antonius, for lack of against
pen and paper, with a lead of a window, in the margin of the book s
wrote annotations, as straitness of time would serve him, in refutation nius.
of the same book. And finally, because these worthy martyrs had peter
neither liberty nor leisure to go through with that travail, that which Martyr's
lacked in them, for accomplishment of that behalf, was supplied (e
shortly after by Peter Martyr, who abundantly and substantially hath Marcus
overthrown that book in his learned defension of the right truth, nius.
against the false sophistication of Marcus Antonius aforesaid.

Besides these books above cited of this archbishop, divers other
things there were also of his doing, as the Book of Reformation,
the Catechism, with the Book of Homilies, whereof part was by him
contrived, part by his procurement gpproved and published. Where-

D
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Mary. unto also may be adjoined another writing or confutation of his against
A p. eighty-eight articles by the convocation devised and propounded, but
1556. yet not ratified nor received in the reign and time of king Henry the
eighth. And thus much hitherto concerning the doings and travails
of this archbishop of Canterbury, during the lives both of king Henry,
and of king Edward his son : which two kings so long as they con-
tinued, this archbishop lacked no stay of maintenance against all his
maligners,

Afterward, this king Edward, a prince of most worthy towardness,
falling sick, when he perceived that his death was at hand, and the
force of his painful disease would not suffer him to live longer, and
knowing that his sister Mary was wholly wedded to popish religion,
Lady  bequeathed the succession of the realm to the lady Jane (a lady of
Jane great birth but of greater learning, being niece to king Henry the

eighth by his sister), by consent of all the council and lawyers of this
realm. To this testament of the king’s, when all the nobles of the
realn, states and judges, had subscribed ; they sent for the archbishop
Cranmer gnd required him that he also would subscribe. But he excusing

refuseth . . . . . .
to swear himself on this manner, said, that it was otherwise in the testament of

229 king Henry his father, and that he had sworn to the succession of
Mary, as then the next heir; by which oath he was so bound, that
without manifest perjury he could not go from it. The council
answered, that they were not ignorant of that, and that they had con-
sciences as well as he; and moreover, that they were sworn to that
testament, and therefore he should not think there was any danger
therein, or that he should be in more peril of perjury than the rest.
To this the archbishop answered, that he was judge of no man’s con-
science but his own: and therefore, ashe would not be prejudicial to
others, so he would not commit his conscience unto other men’s facts,
or cast himself into danger, seeing that every man should give account
of his own conscience, and not of other men’s. And as concerning
subscription, before he had spoken with the king himself, he utterly
refused to do it.

cranmer,  T'he king therefore, being demanded of the archbishop concerning

theowsh this matter, said, that the nobles and lawyers of the realm counselled

suasionof him ynto it, and persuaded him that the bond of the first testament

the coun-

eil, the could nothing let, but that this lady Jane might succeed him as heir,
Tsersd and the people without danger acknowledge her as their queen. Who
Sub ed 1o then demanding leave of the king, that he might first talk with cer-
king Ed- tain lawyers that were in the court; when they all agreed that by law

wsta-  Of the realm it might be so, returning to the king, with much ado he
ment gubscribed.

Well, not long after this king Edward died, a.p. 1553, being
almost sixteen years old, to the great sorrow, but greater calamity, of
the whole realm, *for' he was marvellously beloved of his subjects,
but especially of all good and learned men; and not so beloved as
had in admiration for the rare commendation of his singular virtue
and learning, which his noble disposition, above the capacity of his
age, did show forth and testify ; and also because he did exceedingly
love his subjects. He was by nature meek and gentle. He spared
always the life of men, being readier to save them than to condemn,

(1) See the First Edition (1563), p. 1473.—Eb.
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which appeared by the disputation that he had of pardoning heretics aary.
that erred, although he favoured not their error; and therefore he 7 -
deserved longer life, but the unworthiness of our life deserved not to 1536,

have such a prince. The capacity of his mind and wit was very
good, whatsoever he took in hand; his quickness to conceive sin-
gular ; the ripeness of his judgment marvellons. The love of Christ
and his religion was grafted in him from his childhood : a necessary
and fit instrument for the church of England, if the church of Eng-
land had been worthy to have enjoyed him. Besides this, he had so
many and so great ornaments, as the like have been scarcely found in
any prince in our time. Like knowledge he had of tongues and of
learning, unto which he seemed rather born than brought up : although
he wanted not the institution of most learned teachers also, agreeable
to that his princely nature. What need many words ? To this king,
adorned with so many kingly qualities, nothing wanted but a com-
monwealth that might be correspondent to the goodness of such a
prince. But in so great dissimilitude of the king and the common-
wealth, there could be no continuance ; neither was indeed the ven-
geance of God far off, which justly rewarded them according to their
demerits.* After his decease immediately it was commanded that the
lady Jane, which was unwilling thereunto, should be proclaimed
queen: which thing much misliked the common people, not that they
did so much favour Mary, before whom they saw the lady Jane pre-
ferred, as for the hatred conceived against some, whom they could not
favour.

Besides this, other causes there happened also of discord between
the nobles and the commons the same time: for what injuries of
commons and enclosures wrongfully holden, with other inordinate
pollings and uncharitable dealing between the landlords and tenants,
I cannot tell. But in fine, thus the matter fell out, that Mary,
hearing of the death of her brother, and shifting for herself, was so
assisted by the commons, that eftsoons she prevailed ; who, being
established in the possession of the realm, not long after came to
London ; and after she had caused first the two fathers, the duke of
Northumberland and the duke of Suffolk, to be executed (as is
above remembered), likewise she caused the lady Jane, being both in
age tender, and innocent from this crime, after she could by no means
be turned from the constancy of her faith, together with her husband,
to be beheaded.

The rest of the nobles, paying fines, were forgiven, the archbishop
of Canterbury only excepted ; who, though he desired pardon (by
means of his friends), could obtain none, insomuch that the queen
would not once vouchsafe to see him: for as yet the old grudge
against the archbishop for the divorcement of her mother, remained
hid in the bottom of her heart.! Besides this divorce, she remem-
bered the state of religion changed ; all which was imputed to the
archbishop, as the cause thereof.

‘While these things were in doing, a rumour was in all men’s
mouths, that the archbishop, to curry favour with the queen, had pro-
mised to say a dirige mass after the old custom, for the funeral of king
Edward her brother : neither wanted there some which reported that

(1) “ Manet alt4 mente repostum judicium Paridis, spreteeque injuria matris.”—Virg. ZEneid i.
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he had already said mass at Canterbury; which mass indeed was said

A.D. by Dr. Thornton.!  This rumour Cranmer thinking speedily to stay,

1556.

Cranmer
con-
demned
of trea-
son.

Cranmer
released
of trea-
son, and
accused
of heresy,

gave forth a writing of his purgation: the tenor whereof being before
expressed, I need not here again to recite. This bill being thus
written, and lying openly in a window in his chamber, cometh in by
chance master Story, bishop then of Rochester, who, after he had read
and perused the same, required of the archbishop to have a copy of
the bill. The archbishop when he had granted and permitted the
same to master Story, by the occasion thereof master Story lending
it to some friend of his, there were divers copies taken out thereof,
and the thing published abroad among the common people ; inso-
much that every scrivener’s shop almost, was occupied in writing and
copying out the same: and so at length some of these copies coming
to the bishops hands, and so brought to the council, and they sending
it to the commissioners, the matter was known, and so he commanded
to appear. Whereupon Dr. Cranmer, at fis day prefixed, appeared
before the said commissioners, bringing a true inventory, as he was
commanded, of all his goods. That done, a bishop of the queen’s
privy council, being one of the said commissioners,? after the inven-
tory was received, bringing in mention of the bill, * My lord,” said
he, “there is a bill put forth in your name, wherein you seem to be
aggrieved with setting up the mass again: we doubt not but you are
sorry that it is gone abroad.” To whom the archbishop answered
again, saying, “As I do not deny myself to be the very author of
that bill or letter, so must I confess here unto you, concerning the
same bill, that I am sorry that the said bill went from me in such sort
as it did; for when I had written it, master Story got the copy of
me, and it is now come abroad ; and, as I understand, the city is full
of it. For which I am sorry, that it so passed my hands; for T had
intended otherwise to have made it in a more large and ample manner,
and minded to have set it on Paul’s church door, and on the doors of
all the churches in London, with mine own seal joined thereto.” At
which words, when they saw the constantness of the man, they dis-
missed him, affirming they had no more at that present to say unto
him, but that shortly he should hear further.

The said bishop declared afterwards to one of Dr. Cranmer’s
friends, that notwithstanding his attainder of treason, the queen’s
determination at that time was, that Cranmer should only have been
deprived of his archbishopric, and have had a sufficient living assigned
him, upon his exhibiting of a true inventory, with commandment to
keep his house without meddling in matters of religion. DBut how
true that was, I have not to say. This is certain, that not long after
this, he was sent to the Tower, and soon after condemned of treason.
Notwithstanding the queen, when she could not honestly deny him
his pardon, seeing all the rest were discharged, and specially, seeing
he last of all others subscribed to king Edward’s request, and that
against his own will, released to him his action of treason, and accused
him only of heresy; which liked the archbishop right well, and came
_to pass as he wished, because the cause was not now his own, but

Christ’s; not the queen’s, but the church’s.

(1) This Dr. Thornton, afterwards the bishop of Dover, was a cruel and wicked persecutor.
(2) The bishop was Dr. Heath, and bishop after of York.
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Thus stood the cause of Cranmer; till at length it was determined
by the queen and the council, that he should be removed from the
Tower where he was prisoner, to Oxford, there to dispute with the
doctors and divines. And privily word was sent before to them of
Oxford, to prepare themselves, and make them ready to dispute. And
although the queen and the bishops had concluded before, what should
become of him, yet it pleased them that the matter should be debated
with arguments, that under some honest show of disputation, the
murder of the man might be covered : neither could their hasty speed
of revengement abide any long delay; and therefore in all haste he
was carried to Oxford.

What this disputation was, and how it was handled, what were the
questions and reasons on both sides, and also touching his condem-
nation by the university and the prolocutor, because sufticiently it hath
been declared, we mind npw therefore to proceed to his final judgment
and order of condemnation, which was the 12th day of September,
Anno1555, and seven days' before the condemnation of bishop Ridley
and master Latimer, as is above foretouched. The story whereof here
followeth, faithfully corrected by the report and narration (coming by
chance to our hands) of one who, being both present thereat, and also
a devout favourer of the see and faction of Rome, can lack no credit,
I trow, with such which seek what they can to discredit whatsoever
maketh not with their phantasied religion of Rome.

#This? one thing by the way let us consider : how unjustly these
three poor prisoned bishops were handled, which when they were
compelled to dispute, yet were not suffered to speak, but at their
adversary’s appointment. And if they began to make any preface,
or to speak somewhat largely for themselves, by and by were com-
manded from the high chair’ of master prolocutor, to go to the
matter. If they prosecuted their arguments anything narrowly,
straightway they heard, * Short arguments, master doctor! short
arguments, master doctor !” In fine, what the equity of theologians
was, and what was the end of the disputation, it needeth not now to
be repeated, being already set forth at large. To conclude, whereas
three questions were appointed to be disputed upon, and the divines
had scarce disputed with the archbishop of one of them, by and by
they condemned him as convicted in all three ; and, so condemned,
they carried him to prison with a great number of spearmen and bill-
men. And thus was Cranmer vanquished, convicted, and condemned.

What remaineth now, but that in praise of these divines, these
noble conquerors with their prolocutor, we must sing this noble
anthem of victory, “ Vicit veritas,”—* The truth hath the upper
hand :” for so the prolocutor, when the disputation was ended, com-
manded all men to cry. O victorious and triumphant conquerors !
Well, if these glorious champions cannot come down from the stage
without a triumph of their victory, I will tell them (if they will give
me leave) what had there the upper hand: Vicit insania. Vis
vicit et tumultus. Madness, fury, tumult, with flattery and violence,
won the field: and to speak most modestly, not the ¢rugh, but the
teme had the victory. For else, if they had gotten this conquest not

(1) Rather eighteen days; see vol. vii. p. 518.—En.
(2) See the First Edition (1563), pp. 1475, 1478.—Ebp.
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by the time, but by their own puissance, in the time of king Edward,
when liberty was given to all men to show learning and truth, where
did this marvellous learning of these divines then appear? where
was this triumphant chariot of their glory, and this conquering verity?
Why did none of you come forth i those times, which would take
the weapon in hand ? Where was this ruffling prolocutor, with his -

;heolw jug at his elbow ?

Cran-
mer’s
book
agamst
nches

Cranmer
of nature
liberal
and con-
stant.

Moreover there is extant yet, and was then abroad in men’s hands,
Cranmer’s book of the Sacrament, against Winchester, wherein the
_ matter itself doth plainly ery, and always will cry, « The truth hath
“won.”  Why do you not here, you worthy warriors! fight hand to
hand in open field, and prove in the face of the whole world, that
your truth hath got the upper hand ? The truth, as you say, doth
overcome : but error doth more often times overcome ; and more
often the greater part overcometh the lesser; but this way that you
use, is not to win but to oppress. And yet truth doth win some-
times, but by favouring and suffering ; not by drinking, by indifferent
reasons, nor by exclamatlons it winneth by virtue and time ; not
by violence and improbity. Finally truth so winneth, that she
trumpeth forth no praise of her victory, neither setteth up her comb;
but is always merciful and joined with gentleness; and never more
gentle, than when she winneth most. Contrariwise, nothing is more
cruel, nothing more intolerable, than error and violence. So did the
high-priests and pharisees overcome Christ and crucify him ; contrari-
wise, Christ, rising again into eternal victory, overcometh, and freely
offereth salvation to his enemies. The same example the persecutions
of the apostles and martyrs of all times do follow. So many years
was Christianity oppressed under the Jews and heathen men; but
when the truth of the gospel had the upper hand, whoever heard that
the Jews and heathen were slain of them ? For this is the nature and
disposition of God’s truth, that when it overcometh, the victory is
healthful to all men, hurtful to none; and not very grievous to them
that are overcome.

And thus much concerning this matter, as touching Dr. Cranmer.
And because this story presently concerneth him, let us prosecute the
same, of whom we have hitherto discoursed already ; first his parent-
age, his bringing up and education in learning ; also his laborious
and diligent study at the university; his travail in the cause of the
king’s divorce ; and after, how he was promoted by the said king to
be archbishop. Then, after the decease of king Edward, of his m-
prisonment, and sending to Oxford, and of his disputations there.

Now, after these things thus declared, concerning his outward
doings, it shall seem no less requisite likewise to consider somewhat
touching those things which nature inwardly ingrafted in the manners
and disposition of that man, of whom many domestical examples of
virtue may be taken ; as first, of the meekness and mildness of his
nature, which in such a dignity the more rare it is among many, the
more commendable it may seem in him. But especially from greedy
avarice he was so far, that as money never mastered him, so he never
lacked that which was necessary ; and as he was never greedy, so he
was never needy ; in adversity constant, in prosperity again no less
liberal, as by examples in him may well be testified—as when at
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Canterbury his house was on fire, the great adversity did no little dis- Mary.

courage him, that when he had great riches and much substance A, D.

consumed, he was nothing therewith dismayed, but when others ran 1556.
about amazed]y, he did but quietly, without sign of grief, go up and

down advising men to beware of taking any harm. Neither appeared
any less constancy in him when his second and last house was on fire,
the house of his own body, where he lost not only his goods, but life
and all !

And as in his adversity he ever showed himself constant and like
himself, so in prosperity he was no less free and bountiful, which
virtue so flowed in him toward all men, especially towards the
maintenance of learned men and of schools, that when after the
receipt of his rents, there came to him certain good men to receive
his reward for poor scholars, he used to deliver the first bag that came
to his hand without choosing or counting, ete.; well observing
therein the rule of God’s law, Exodus xxii., and the prophet Malach,
chap. iii., where we are willed willingly to tithe unto the poor of all
that which we receive at the hands of God, whose example after the
rule of God’s commandment, if men now a days would follow, not
only the poor should better be provided for, but also the wealth of
the rich should many times both increase the rather, and continue
the longer. For, as all increase of things dependeth upon God’s
blessing above, so many times it happeneth that St. Augustine saith :
that he oftentimes looseth nine parts, which refuseth to give the tenth.
And how can lie require much to be given him of God, who for God
grudgeth to give again a little ?

Again, as he was no niggard abroad, so he was no less liberal in
his housekeeping at home. Besides these and other virtues in him,
what should T speak of his painful and indefatigable study at his
book, who, rising many times at two or three of the clock in the
morning, parted almost no less part of the night to his study than to
his sleep.  In judging of causes circumspect, and such as no bribes
could corrupt in ministering justice : or if he were at any time more
sharp and rigorous to any, it was more by other men’s setting on,
than by himself.

One thing here by occasion cometh, not unworthy to be noted, the
story whereof, because the party is yet alive, the better I dare avouch.

In the time of king Edward the sixth, about a.p. 1552, there was directed a
commission to the archbishop of Canterbury then being, and others of the
worshipful of Kent, to inquire and examine certain honest men and women
who favoured religion, and yet suspected to hold sundry heresies. Which said
commission was chiefly procured by divers rank papists in that country, of very
malice against the truth, and the professors of the same. And some of them
were joined in commission with the said good archbishop, dissembling to be in-
different in the principles of religion, when it was nothing so. But as the time
came they should sit, the place was appointed at a town in the same shire called
Ashford; and there among many things happened one special act of true justice
in the said archbishop, which the like hath rarely been heard of or seen in any
age before or since; unless it were the story of Susannah. For as the said
archbishop and others sat in commission, there were accused before them, by
certain papists, two honest persons, a man and a woman, to be found together
committing whoredom, and had long frequented (as they said) each other’s
company after such sort, whereby they were moved of conscience earnestly to
require punishment for the same, and that the matter might be examined.
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Whereupon the witnesses came in, and were examined severally, as hereafter
followeth :

First, it was demanded, by the said archbishop, where it should be done ; at
whose house, and in what place of the house; what time of the night, what month,
and what day, etc. Unto which they severally answered all in a tale, that the
house was where the woman dwelt; the place should be an entry next the
street ; the time of the night was about eleven of the clock ; and so forth of the
month and day accordingly. Then was demanded what moved them to be
abroad so late; whether they had light with them, or the others had light in
the entry; or how they could discern them. Answer was made, their going
abroad was, suspecting such a thing; and coming by the house, the door stand-
ing ashove ; and being the moon shining into the entry, it gave such light, that
they could as well see them as if there had been a candle. Then was required,
what time the moon rose: and they answered, that it shined all night. Then
was there asked whether any displeasure had been between them at any time.
And they answered, no. Then was it demanded which side of the house the
moon did shine ; why they took them not, and led them to some officer, where
her husband was; and wherefore they concealed it all that time—for the time
of his deed should be done long before. Answer was made, the moon shined
on the street-side; her husband was at home; and so forth of the rest accord-~
ingly, and varied not one from another any thing at all.

Then, after examining of the witnesses, they (as I said) agreeing wholly in
one tale, the favourers of the plaintiffs’ causes, many of them desired the arch-
bishop to appoint sharp punishment for them, and that it might be done with
all expedition, to the terror and example of others: “for,” said they, ¢ the
country is full of such persons, which work many follies under pretence of
scripture people,” etc. At which words the archbishop suddenly fell in a stand,
and began to muse with himself, what people they were that did accuse them;
what were the witnesses of the cause, the favourers of the matter, and the
callers on for judgment importunately, so swiftly and so sharply. And suddenly,
in considering hereof, how they were enemies to the truth, impugners of the
same, and no further to favour it than sharpness of law did compel them:
beginning on the other side to bethink also what honest report of some he had
heard of the man and woman: how they should be honestly disposed to the
reading of Scripture, etc., [the archbishop] would not proceed, but stayed
judgment for that time, and asked a knight sitting by him (which hasted the

unishment of the cause), whether in going to dinner he should pass by the
Eouse where the deed was done ; yea or no. Answer was made, yea.

Then after many other matters ended which they had in hand, and time
came they should rise, they (committing the man and woman to he kept seve-
rally under safe custody until the afternoon) went to dinner. And in passing
through the street he willed that some should show him the house, when he
came against it ; which the knight did, telling him where it stood, and pointing
with his finger to the same.

Then the archbishop, staying thereat, viewing the situation thereof, calling to
remembrance the month and day in which this act should be done; and straitly
beholding the door and entry, held up his head awhile, and said, “ Surely they
be false harlots, I see very well now : for I perfectly understand the matter.”
“ Yea, marry my lord,” quoth the knight, “I told you what you should find
them.” ¢ Nay,” said the archbishop, “ the man and woman are good honest
folks: but their adversaries and accusers are false harlots; which they shall
surely find, if the law will let me. For look ye,” said he, ¢ the moon at that
hour of the night rose against the other corner of the house” [pointing with
his finger to a corner of the same], “ quite contrary from the door and entry,
and was at that time scarce up, if ye consider it well: for mark!” said he.
And so he told him which way he should understand the truth thereof : whereby
the knight, being sore ashamed, hung down his head, passing forward with the
said good archhishop forth to dinner, and answered little or nothing to the
purpose again.

But it happened after this, long, and yet the same year, that the same man
came again before the said archbishop at his house in Lambeth, by London, to
be examined for other causes touching religion : and by occasion (but by whose
means I know not) this foresaid matter was spoken of, and the woman named.
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A lord sitting by the archbishop of Canterbury; hearing them name a woman, afary.
and seeing none there, leaned to the archbishop, and asked him what she was,
of whom they spake. ¢ Mairy,” quoth the archbishop, “ it is one whois, I A.D.
%)el}ile;'e, an honest woman; and I assure you, wise, as I have heard any 1556.
ightly.”

Now, after this, when the Lord, for our sins, had taken away our good king
Edward the sixth, and placed his sister Mary in his room, immediately this
good bishop was apprehended for religion, and, after long time, sent prisoner to
Oxford, from whence he sent a token to the said woman by one W. P, who
was the penner hereof, and unto whom he told this matter, desiring him to pray
her to forgive him his straitness towards her, which she suffered in the time of
her trouble, and in the prosperity of the said good archbishop. The woman
being yet alive, of honest and good report, can witness her trouble, and some
part of this story.

Among many things which we have spoken of concerning that
man, this is moreover to be added, that in king Henry’s time, at the
oppression of the good lord Cromwell, it was also appointed and fully
determined, that Cranmer the same time should be committed to
prison ; which thing indeed had so happened, had he not in time
prevented the fraudulent circumvention of his enemies, which stood
waiting for him at the common stairs or court-gate : but he, pre-
venting the matter, suddenly shot into the privy stair, and so entered
to the king’s speech, and there upon his knees lamentably declared
his innocency 1n the matter, desiring the king that he might not be
condemned before he were suffered to purge himself according as he,
was promised by the king at his first entering to his office. Where-
upon the king granted his request, and delivered him his signet cranmer
from off his finger, commanding him notwithstanding to make his §§,"fﬁ;“d~
appearance before the council, and to hear all such matter as they kine*
charged him withal : which being done, if they would needs commit ~
him, then to show the said signet, in certifying them of the king’s
pleasure to the contrary. And thus escaped he that present danger.!

The saying is constantly affirmed of divers, that the said arch-
bishop, with the lord Wriothesley, kneeling and weeping at the king’s
bed-side, saved the life of queen Mary, daughter to the princess
dowager, divorced as is aforesaid from the king, whose determination
then was to have off her head, for certain causes of stubbornness,
had not the intercession and great persuasion of this archbishop come
betwixt : whereupon the king afterward, speaking of the said arch-
bishop (whom commonly he called his priest), said that he made
intercession for her, which would his destruction, and would trouble
them all. 'What recompense the queen rendered again for that
benefit received, let the world consider and judge !

He was of stature mean ; of complexion he was pure and some-
what sanguine, having no hair upon his head, at the time of his death ;
but a long beard, white and thick. He was of the age of sixty-five
when he was burnt; and yet, being a man sore broken in studies, in
all his time never used any spectacles. He was married at Nurem- Cranmer

berg, being there at that time ambassador for the king’s majesty of e wite.
famous memory, king Henry the eighth, being with Charles the ;1%
emperor. His wife was a Dutchwoman, kin to the wife of Osiander,

of whom he had a son and a daughter, both yet alive; the daughter

(1) The words of the king, when Cranmer departed with the king’s signet: * Go thy ways! ife
thou deceive me, I will never trust bald-pate again while I live.”
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Mary. being married ; the son being yet but young. After his ambassador-
“A.D. ship, being made archbishop of Canterbury, notwithstanding the law

1556. of the Six Articles to the contrary, yet, having the secret consent of
the king’s majesty thereunto, he was permitted and suffered withal,
in those dangerous and perilous days.

In the small time of respite between king Edward’s death and his
own imprisonment, he sold his plate, and paid all his debts, so that
no man could ask him a groat ; although thereby, and by the spoil of
his goods, after his attainder, he left his wife and children unprovided.*

After the disputations done and finished in Oxford between
the doctors of both universities, and the three worthy bishops,
Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, ye heard then how sentence condem-
natory immediate upon the same was ministered against them by Dr.
‘Weston and others of the university ; whereby they were judged to
be heretics, and so committed to the mayor and sheriffs of Oxford.
But, forasmuch as the sentence given against them was void in law
(for at that time the authority of the pope was not yet received into
Three  the land), therefore was a new commission sent from Rome, and ‘a
sioners  New process framed for the conviction of these reverend and godly
against learned men aforesaid. In which commission, first was Dr. James
vishop. — Brooks bishop of Gloucester, the pope’s sub-delegate, with Dr, Martin
Dr. Mar- and Dr. Story, commissioners in the king and queen’s behalf, for the
thierinexecution of the same. Of the which three commissioners above
secution, ‘named, as touching Dr. Martin, this by the way is to be understood,
commis- that although he was used for an instrument of the pope’s side, to
vere”  serve a turn (whose book also is extant against the lawful marriage of

priests) yet notwithstanding neither was he so bitter an enemy in this
persecution, as other commissioners were ; and also in this time of
queen Elizabeth, whereas divers other doctors of the arches refused
to be sworn against the pope, he denied not the oath; and yet not-
withstanding not altogether here to be excused. But to the purpose
of this story ; whereof first it shall be requisite to declare the circum-
stance, and the whole state of the matter, as in a general description,
before we come to their orations, according as in a parcel of a certain
letter touching the same, it came to our hands.

Imprimis, here is to be understood, that at the coming down of the
foresaid commissioners, which was upon Thursday, the 12th of Sep-
tember, anno 1555, in the church of St. Mary, and in the east end
of the said church at the high altar, was erected a solemn scaffold
*with! cloth of state very richly and sumptuously adorned* for bishop
Brooks aforesaid, *the pope’s legate, apparelled in pontificalibus,*

The order representing the pope’s person, ete. The seat was made ten feet
and % high, that he might sit under the sacrament of the altar. And on
pacing _ the right hand of the pope’s delegate beneath him sat Dr. Martin,
mission- and on the left hand sat Dr. Story, the king and queen’s commis-
> sioners, which were both doctors of the civil law, and underneath them
other doctors, scribes, and pharisees also, with the pope’s collector,

and a rabblement of such other like.
And thus these bishops being placed in their pontificalibus, the
bishop of Canterbury was sent for to come before them. He having

()lzsg‘he Eentences following, distinguished by asterisks, are inserted from the First Edition,
P .~—Eb.

.
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intelligence of them that were there, thus ordered himself. He came ary.
forth of the prison to the church of St. Mary, set forth with bills and "4 p.”
glaves for fear he should start away, being clothed in a fair black 1536.
gown, with his hood on both shoulders, such as doctors of divinity in g,
the university use to wear, *and in his hand a white staff; for he pearing of
was now left only to the stay and succours of virtue and learning, vefore the
which, after the loss of all his worldly honours and dignities, only re- Goners..
mained to him : so appointed he himself thereafter.* Who, after

he was come into the church, and did see them sit in their pontifica-

libus, he did not put off his cap to any of them, but stood still till that

he was called. And anon one of the proctors for the pope, or else

his doctor, called * Thomas archbishop of Canterbury ! appear here

and make answer to that shall be laid to thy charge ; that is to say,

for blasphemy, incontinency, and heresy ; and make answer here to

the bishop of Gloucester, representing the pope’s person.”

Upon this he being brought more near unto the scaffold, where The arch-
the foresaid bishop sat, he first well viewed the place of judgment, pivecs
and spying where the king and queen’s majesty’s proctors were, put- Ieverence
ting off his cap, he (first humbly bowing his knee to the ground) gueen’s

commis-

made reverence to the one, and after to the other. sioners.
That done, beholding the bishop in the face, he put on his bonnet Cranmer
showet.

again, making no manner of token of obedience towards him at all : ;%ve.
whereat the bishop, being offended, said unto him, that it might be- renceto,
seem him right well, weighing the authority he did represent, to do delegate.
his duty unto him. Whereunto Dr. Cranmer answered and said,

that he had once taken a solemn oath, never to consent to the admit-

ting of the bishop of Rome’s authority into this realm of England

agan ; and that he had done it advisedly, and meant by God’s grace

to keep it; and therefore would commit nothing either by sign or
token, which might argue his consent to the recetving of the same ;

and so he desired the said bishop to judge of him : and that he did it

not for any contempt to his person, which he could have been con-

tent to have honoured as well as any of the other, if his eommission

had come from as good an authority as theirs. This answered he

both modestly, wisely, prudently, and patiently, with his cap on his

head, not once bowing or making any reverence to him that repre-
sented the pope’s person; which was wondrously of the people marked

that were there present and saw it, and marked it as nigh as could be
possible.  When, after many means used, they perceived that the
archbishop would not move his bonnet, the bishop proceeded with
studied eloquence and painted art, in these words following :

The Oration of Dr. Brooks Bishop of Gloucester, unto Dr. Cranmer
Archbishop of Canterbury, in the Church of St. Mary at Oxford,
anno 1556, March 12. .

My lord, at this present we are come to you as commissioners, and for you, The ora-
not intruding ourselves by our own authority, but sent by commission, partly ton of
s . . § bishop
from the pope’s holiness, partly from the king and queen’s most excellent ma- Rrooks,
jesties, not to your utter discomfort, but to your comfort, if you will yourself.
We come not to judge you, but to put you in remembrance of that you have
been, and shall be. Neither come we to dispute with you, but to examine you
in certain matters; which being done, to make relation thereof to him that

hath power to judge you. The first being well taken, shall make the second to
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be well taken : for if you, of your part be moved to come to a conformity, then
shall not only we of our side take joy of our examination, but also they that
have sent us.

And first, as charity doth move us, I would think good somewhat to exhort
you, and that by St. John in the Apocalypse, “ Remember from whence thou
art fallen, and do the first works; or if not:'”—and so as ye know what fol-
loweth. Remember yourself from whence you have fallen. You have fallen
from the universal and catholic church of Christ, from the very true and received
faith of all Christendom ; and that by open heresy. You have fallen from your
promise to God, from your fidelity and allegiance ; and that by open preaching,
marriage, and adultery. You have fallen from your sovereign prince and queen
by open treason. Remember therefore from whence you have fallen. Your
fall is great, the danger cannot be seen. Wherefore when I say, remember
from whence you are fallen, I put you in mind, not only of your fall, but also of
the state you were in before your fall. You were sometime, as I and other
poor men, in a mean estate, God I take to witness, I speak it to no reproach
or abasement of you, but to put you in memory, how God hath called you from
a low to a high degree, from one degree to another, from better to better; and
never gave you over, till he had appointed you legatum natum, metropolitanum
Angliz, pastorem gregis sui. Such great trust did he put you in, in his church:
what could he do more? For even as he ordained Moses to be a ruler over
his church of Israel, and gave him full authority upon the same, so did he
make you over his church of England. And when did he this for you? For-
sooth when you gave no occasion or cause of mistrust either to him, or to his
magistrates. For although it be conjectured, that in all your time ye were not
upright in the honour and faith of Christ, but rather set up of purpose as a fit
instrument whereby the church might be spoiled and brought into ruin; yet
may it appear by many your doings otherwise, and I, for my part, as it be-
hoveth each one of us, shall think the best. For who was thought as then more
devout? who was more religious in the face of the world ? who was thought to
have more conscience of a vow-making, and observing the order of the church,
more earnest in the defence of the real presence of Christ’s body and blood in -
the sacrament of the altar, than ye were? And then all things prospered with
you; your prince favoured you; yea, God himself favoured you. Your can-
dlestick was set up in the highest place of the church, and the light of your
candle was over all the church: I would God it had so continued stil] !

But after ye began to fall by schism, and would not acknowledge the pope’s
holiness as supreme head, but would stoutly uphold the unlawful requests of
king Henry the eighth, and would bear with what should not be borne withal,
then began you to fancy unlawful liberty; and when you had exiled a good
conscience, then ensued great shipwreck in the sea, which was out of the true
and catholic church cast into the sea of desperation ; for as he saith, * Without
the church there is no salvation.”? When ye had forsaken God, God forsook
you, and gave you over to your own will, and suffered you to fall from schism
to apostasy, from apostasy to heresy, and from heresy to perjury, from perjury
to treason, and so in conclusion, into the full indignation of your sovereign
prince; which you may think a just punishment of God, for your other abomi-
nable opinions.

After that, ye fell lower and lower, and now to the lowest degree of all, to
the end of honour and life. For if the light of your candle be, as it hath been
hitherto, dusky, your candlestick is like to be removed, and have a great fall, so
low, and so far out of knowledge, that it be quite out of God’s favour, and past
all hope of recovery: “For in hell there is no redemption.”® The danger
whereof being so great, very pity causeth me to say, “ Remember from whence
thou hast fallen.” ¢ I add also, and whither you fall!

But here, peradventure, you will say to me,  What, sir? my fall is not so
great as you make it. 1 have not yet fallen from the catholic church; for that
18 not the catholic church that the pope is head of: there is another church.”
Bnt as touching that, I answer, you are sure of that as the Donatists were, for
they said they had the true church, and that the name of true Christians

(1) “ Memor esto unde excideris, et age poenitentiam, et prima opera fac. Sin minus.” Rev.ii
(2) “ Extra ecclesiam non est salus.” (3) * Quia in inferno nulla est redemptio.”

(4) “ Memor esto unde excideris.”
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remained only in Africa, where only their seditious sect was preached : and as  Mary.
you think, so thought Novatus, that all they that did acknowledge their supreme ————
head at the see of Rome, were out of the church of Christ. But here St. &:D-
Cyprian,! defending Cornelius against Novatus, saith on this wise, “ Ecclesia 1556.
una est, qua cum sit una, intus et foris esse non potest.” So that if Novatus

were in the church, then was not Cornelins, who indeed by lawful succession
succeeded pope Fabian. Here St. Cyprian intendeth by the whole process to

prove, and concludeth thereupon, that the true church was only Rome. Gather

you then what will follow of your fall. But you will say peradventure, that

vou fell not by heresy, and so said the Arians, alleging for themselves that they

had scripture, and going about to persuade their schism by scripture: for in-

deed they had more places by two and forty, which by their torture seemed to
depend upon scripture, than the Catholics had. So did the Martians provoke .Pm:‘ﬂE
their heresy to scripture. But those are no scriptures; for they are not truly g’;%ip". ©
alleged, nor truly interpreted, but untruly wrested and wrong, according to ture.
their own fantasies, And therefore were they all justly condemned for their

wrong taking of the Scriptures, and the church replieth against them,? saying,

“ Qui estis vos? quando? quid agitis in meo, non mei?” The .church saith,

¢ What make you here in my heritage? From whence came you? The Scrip-

ture is mine inheritance. I am right heir thereof: I hold it by true succession

of the apostles ; for as the apostles required me to hold, so do I hold it. The
apostles have received me, and put me in my right, and have rejected you as
bastards, having no title thereunto.”

Also ye will deny that ye have fallen by apostasy by breaking your vow; Breakiug
and so Vigilantius said, insomuch that he would admit none to his ministry, but of vows.
those that had their wives bagged with children. What now ? Shall we say
that Vigilantius did not fall therefore? Did not Donatus and Novatus fall, be-
cause they said so, and brought scripture for their defence? Then let us believe
as we list, pretending well, and say so : nay, there is no man so blind that will
say so; for except the church, which condemneth them for their say so, do ap-
prove us for to do so, then will she condemn you also. So that your denial will
not stand. And therefore I tell you, remember from whence ye are fallen, and
how low ye shall fall, if you hold on as you do begin. But I trust you will
not continue, but revoke yourself in time, and the remedy followeth : < Age
peenitentiam, et prima opera fac;” 3 for by such means as ye have fallen, ye must
rise again.  First your heart hath fallen, then your tongue and your pen; and
besides your own damage, have caused many more to fall. Therefore, first
your heart must turn, and then shall the tongue and the pen be quickly turned :

“ Sin minus, veniam tibi cito, et movebo candelabrum tuum de loco suo.”

I need not to teach you a method to turn: you know the ready way yourself.

But 1 would God I could but exhort you to the right and truth: then the way
should soon be found out. For if ye remember how many ye have brought by
abominable heresy into the way of perdition, I doubt not but very conscience
would move you, as much for them as for yourself, to come again; and so
would you spare neither tongue nor pen, if heart were once reformed. For as
touching that point, the Holy Ghost toucheth their hearts very near by the
mouth of his holy prophet Ezekiel, when he requireth the blood of his flock at
the priest’s hands, for lack of good and wholesome food. How much more
should this touch your guilty heart, having over much diligence to teach them
the way of perdition, and feeding them with baggage and corrupt food, which
is heresy. “ He that shall convert a sinner from his wicked life, shall save his
soul from death, and shall cover the multitude of sins.”® So that if it be true
that he who converteth a sinner, saveth a soul; then the contrary must needs
be true, that he that perverteth a soul, and teacheth him the way of perdition,
must needs be damned.

Origen, on the Epistle of Paul to the Romans, said, “The damnation of
those that preach heresy, doth increase to the day of judgment. The more
that perish by heretical doctrine, the more grievous shall their torment be, that
minister such doctrine.” Berengarius,who seemed to fear that danger, provided Beren-
for it in his lifetime, but not without a troubled and disquiet conscience. He garius.

(1) Cypr. lib, ii. Epist. vi. (2) Apud Tertul. de Przescript. cap. 37.—Ep.

(3) That is, “ Repent, and do thy first works.” (4) Ezek. xxxiil. .
(5) *Qui convertere fecerit peccatorem ab errore vite suz, salvam faciet animam suam a morte,

et operiet multitudinem peccatorum suorum.”
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did not only repent, but recant, and not so much for himself, as for them whom
he had with most pestilent heresies infected. For as he lay in his death-bed

556, upon Epiphany-day, he demanded of them that were present, * Is this,” quoth

he, “the day of Epiphany, and appearing of the Lord?” They answered him,
“Yea.” ¢Then,” quoth he, “this day shall the Lord appear to me, either to
my comfort, or to my discomfort.” This remorse argueth, that he feared the
danger of them whom he had taught, and led out of the faith of Christ. Origen,
upon St. Paul, saith in this wise, ¢ Although his own blood was not upon his head,
for that he did repent, and was sorry for his former errors, yet, being converted,
he feared the blood of them whom he had infected, and who received his
doctrine.”

Let this move you even at the last point. Insomuch as your case is not
unlike to Berengarius, let your repentance be like also. And what should stay
you (tell me) from this godly return? Fear that ye have gone so far, ye may
not return? Nay, then I may say as David said, “ Ye fear where ye have no
cause to fear.”! For if ye repent and be heartily sorry for your former heresy
and apostasy, ye need not to fear : for, as God of his part is merciful and gracious
to the repentant sinner, so is the king, so is the queen merciful; which ye may
well perceive by your own case, since ye might have suffered a great while ago
for treason committed against her highness, but that ye have been spared and
reserved upon hope of amendment, which she conceived very good of you: but
now (as it seemeth) it is but a very desperate hope. And what do you thereby ?.
“ According to the hardness of your heart, ye treasure up to yourself anger in
the day of wrath.” 2

Well, what is it then, if fear do not hinder you? Shame, to unsay that you
have said? Nay, it is no shame, unless you think it shame to agree with the
true and the catholic church of Christ. And if that be shame, then blame
St. Paul, who persecuted the disciples of Christ with the sword; then blame
St. Peter, who denied his master Christ with an oath, that he never knew him.
St. Cyprian before his return being a witch; St. Austin being nine years out of
the church: they thought it no shame after their return, of that they had
returned. Shall it then be shame for you to convert and consent with the
church of Christ? No, no. )

What is it then that doth let you? Glory of the world? Nay, as for the
vanity of the world, I for my part judge not in you, being a man of learning,
and knowing your estate.

And as for the loss of your estimation, it is ten to one that whereas you were
archbishop of Canterbury, and metropolitan of England, it is ten to one (I say),
that ye shall be as well still, yea, and rather better.

And as for the winning of good men, there is no doubt but all that be here
present, and the whole congregation of Christ’s church also, will more rejoice of
your return, than they were sorry for your fall. And as for the others, ye need
not to doubt, for they shall all come after ; and, to say the truth, if you should
lose them for ever, it were no force: ye should have no less thereby at all. I
do not here touch them which should confirm your estimation: for as St. Paul,
after his conversion, was received into the church of Christ, with wonderful joy
to the whole congregation, even so shall you be. The fame of your return
shall be spread abroad throughout all Christendom, where your face was never
known.

But you will say perhaps, your conscience will not suffer you. My lord,
there is a good conscience; and there is a bad conscience. The good con-~
science have not they, as St. Paul declareth to Timothy concerning Hymeneus
and Alexander. The evil and bad conscience is (saith St. Cyprian) well to be
known by its mark. What mark? This conscience is marked with the print

~ of heresy: this conscience is a naughty, filthy, and a branded conscience, which,

T trust, is not in you. I have conceived a better hope of you than so, or else
would I never go about to persuade or exhort you. But what conscience should
stay you to return to the catholic faith and universal church of Christ? What
conscience doth separate you to that devilish and several church, to a liberty
which never had ground in the holy Seriptures? If you judge your liberty to
be good, then judge you all Christendom to do evil besides you.

(1) “Illic trepidaverunt ubi non erat timor.”
(2) ¢ Secundum duritiam cordis thesaurizas tibi iram in die ir2.”
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Oh what a presumptuous persuasion is this, upon this utterly to forsake the a4ry,

A.D.

forsake the universal church for the abuses, why do you not.then forsake your 1556,
particular church, and so be flitting from one to another? That is not the next apgses
way, to slip from the church for the abuses; for if you had seen abuses, you in the

church of Christ! Under what colour or pretence do you this? for the abuses?
as though in your church were no abuses : yes, that there were. And if you

should rather have endeavoured for a reformation, than for a defection. He is

C
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hurch

uire a

a good chirurgeon, who for a little pain in the toe will cut off the whole leg ! reforma-
tion, and
not a de-
fection,

He helpeth well the tooth-ache, which cutteth away the head by the shoulders!
1t is mere folly to amend abuses by abuses. Ye are like Diogenes ; for Diogenes
on a time, envying the cleanliness of Plato, said on this wise, “ Ecce calco
fastum Platonis:” Plato answered, ¢ Sed alio fastu,” So that Diogenes seemed
more faulty of the two.

But when we have said all that we can, peradventure you will say, ¢ I will
not return.”  And to that I say, I will not answer. Nevertheless, hear what
Christ saith to such obstinate and stiffnecked people in the parable of the supper.
When he had sent out his men to call them in that were appointed, and they
would not come, he bade his servants go into the ways and streets, to compel
men to come in, * Cogite intrave.” If then the church will not lose any mem-
ber that may be compelled to come in, ye must think it good to take the com-
pulsion, lest you lose your part of the supper which the Lord hath prepared for
you, and this compulsion standeth well with charity.

But it may be perhaps, that some have animated you to stick to your tackle,
and not to give over, bearing you in hand that your opinion is good, and that
ye shall die in a good quarrel, and God shall accept your oblation. But hear
what Christ saith of a meaner gift: ¢ If thou come to the altar to offer thy
oblation, and knowest that thy brother hath somewhat to lay against thee, leave
there thy gift, and go and be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and
offer up thy gift; or else thy brother will make thy offering unsavoury before
God.”' This he said unto all the world, to the end they should know how
their offerings should be received, if they were not according.

Remember you therefore before you offer up your offering, whether your gift
be qualified or no. Remember the church of Rome, and also of Englang,
where not one only brother, but a number have matter against you, so just, that
they will make your burnt offering to stink before God, except you be recon-
ciled. If you must needs appoint upon a sacrifice, make yet a mean first to
them that have to lay against you. I saynomore than the church hath allowed
me to say ; for the sacrifice that is offered without the church is not profitable.
The premises therefore considered, for God's sake, 1 say, “ Memor esto unde
excideris, et age peenitentiam, et prima opera fac. Sin minus,” ete. Cast not
yourself away, spare your body, spare your soul, spare them also whom you
have seduced, spare the shedding of Christ’s blood for you in vain. Harden
not your heart, acknowledge the truth, yield to the prescript word of God, to

“ Cogite
intrare,”
clerkly

ex
ed

pound-

the catholic church of Rome, to the received verity of all Christendom. Wed Meltelita
not yourself to your own self-will. Stand not too much in your own conceit, pernicies.

think not yourself wiser than all Christendom is besides you. Leave off this
unjust cavil. How? leave what? Leave reason, leave wonder, and believe
as the catholic church doth believe and teach you. Persuade with yourself,
that *“ without the church there is no salvation.” * And thus much have I said
of charity. If this poor simple exhortation of mine may sink into your head,
and take effect with you, then have I said as I would have said; otherwise not
as I would, but as I could for this present.

And thus bishop Brooks finishing his oration, sat down. After
whom Dr, Martin, taking the matter in hand, beginneth thus.

The Oration of Dr. Martin to Cranmer.

Albeit there be two governments, the one spiritual, and the other temporal,
the one having the keys, the other the sword, yet in all ages we read that for
the honour and glory of God both these powers have been adjoined together,

(1) Matt. vii. (2) « Extra ecclesiam non est salus.”
VOL, VI1II. B
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For if we read the Old Testament, we shall find that so did Josias and Heze-
kiah. So did the king of the Ninevites compel a general fast through all the
whole city: so did Darius in breaking the great idol, Bel, and delivering godly
Daniel out of the den of lions: so did Nebuchadnezzar make and institute laws
against the blaspemers of God. But to let pass these examples, with a great
number more, and to come to Christ’s time, it is not unknown what a great
travail they took to set forth God’s honour: and although the rule and govern-
ment of the church did only appertain to the spiritualty, yet for the suppression
of heresies and schisms, kings were admitted as aiders thereunto, First, Con-
stantine the Great called a council at Nice for the suppression of the Arians’
sect, where the same time was raised a great contention among them. And
after long disputation had, when the fathers could not agree upon the putting
down the Arians, they referred their judgment to Constantine. ¢ God forbid,”
quoth Constantine;  you ought to rule me, and not I you.” And as Constan-
tine did, so did Theodosius against the Nestorians; so did Marcian against
Manicheus. Jovinian made a law, that no man should marry with a nun, that
had wedded herself to the church.

So had king Henry the eighth the title of defender of the faith, because he
wrote against Luther and his complices. So these nine hundred years' the king
of Spain had that title of catholic, for the expulsion of the Arians; and to say
the truth, the king and queen’s majesties do nothing degenerate from their
ancestry, taking upon them to restore again the title to be Defender of the
Faith, to the right g}eir thereof, the pope’s holiness.

Therefore these two princes, perceiving this noble realm, how it hath been
brought from the unity of the true and catholic church, the which you and your
confederates do and have renounced; perceiving also that you do persist in
your detestable errors, and will by no means be revoked from the same, have
made their humble request and petition to the pope’s holiness, Paul the fourth,
as supreme head of the church of Christ, declaring to him, that whereas you
were archbishop of Canterbury, and metropolitan of England, and at your con-
secration took two solemn oaths, for your due obedience to be given to the see
of Rome, to become a true preacher or pastor of his flock, yet contrary to your
oath and allegiance, for unity have sowed discord; for chastity, marriage and
adultery ; for obedience, contention; and for faith, ye have been the author of
all mischief. The pope’s holiness, considering their request and petition, hath
granted them, that, according to the censure of this realm, process should be
made against you.

And whereas in this late time, you both excluded charity and justice, yet
hath his holiness decreed, that you shall have both charity and justice showed
unto you. He willeth you should have the laws in most ample manner to
answer in your behalf, and that you shall here come before my lord of Glouces-
ter, as high commissioner from his holiness, to the examination of such articles
as shall be proposed against you, and that we should require the examination
of you in the king’s and queen’s majesties’ behalf. The king and queen as
touching themselves, because by the law they cannot appear personally, quia
sunt illustrissimee personz, have appointed as their attorneys, Dr. Story and
me, Wherefore here T offer to your good lordship our proxy, sealed with the
broad seal *of England, and offer myself to-be proctor in the king’s majesty’s
behalf. I exhibit here also certain articles, containing the manifest adultery
and perjury  Also books of heresy made partly by him, partly set forth by his
itut;ltilr.ity. And here I produce him as party principal, to answer to your good
ordship.

Thus, when Dr. Martin had ended his oration, the archbishop be-
ginneth, as here followeth :

*My lord,? I do not acknowledge this session of yours, nor yet zow, my mis-
lawful judge; neither would I have apppeared here this day before you, but
that I was brought hither as a prisoner. And therefore I openly here renounce
you as my judge, protesting that my meaning is not to make any answer, as in

(1) ““Hujus temporibus (Gregorii I11. 731) Alphonsus a populo Saracenorum imperium execrante
rex Hispaniarum eligitur: de quo hoc memoratu dignissimum est, quod Ricardi cath. regis
successor esse, atque catkolicus rex cognominari voluerit.” Labbé Concilia, tom. vi. col. 1467..—ED.

(2) Sce Edition 1563, pp. 1480, 1481.—ED.
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a lawful judgment (for then would I be silent), but only for that I am bound ary
in conscience to answer every man of that hope which I have in Jesus Christ, ———
by the council of St. Peter; and lest, by my silence, many of those who are A',D :
weak, here present, might be offended. ~ And so I desive that my answers may 1556.
be accepted as extra judicialia. )

And when he had ended his protestation he began as followeth :*

Cranmer :—* Shall I then make my answer?”
Martin :—* As you think good; no man shall let you.”

And here the archbishop, kneeling down on both knees towards
the west, said first the Lord’s Prayer. Then, rising up, he reciteth
the articles of the creed. Which done, he entereth with his pro-
testation in form as followeth :

The Faith and Profession of Dr. Cranmer, Axchbishop of Canterbury,
before the Commissioners.

Cranmer :—< This I do profess as touching my faith, and make my pro-
testation, which I desire you to note. I will never consent that the bishop of
Rome shall have any jurisdiction within this realm.”

Story :— Take a note thereof.”

Martin .—* Mark, master Cranmer, how you answer for yowrself. You
refuse and deny him, by whose laws ye do remain in life; being otherwise
attainted of high treason, and but a dead man by the laws of the realm.”

Cranmer :—* I protest before God I was no traitor, but indeed I confessed
more at my arraignment than was true.”

Martin :— That is not to be reasoned at this present. Ye know ye were
condemned for a traitor, and ¢res judicata pro veritate accipitur.” But proceed
to your matter.”

Cranmer :— 1 will never consent to the bishop of Rome, for then should I Causes
give myself to the devil; for I have made an oath to the king, and I must obey al{ege]‘)i
the king by God’s laws. By the Scripture the king is chief, and no foreign Crovmer
person in his own realm above him. There is no subject but to a king. I am camnot
a subject, I owe my fidelity to the crown. The pope is contrary to the crown. ™,
I cannot obey both ; for no man can serve two masters at once, as you in the The laws
beginning of your oration declared by the sword and keys, attributing the keys f ‘1’;;13
to the pope, and the sword to the king. But I say the king hath both. There- Tnd the
fore he that is-subject to Rome, and the laws of Rome, he-is perjured; for the pope’s,
pope’s and the judge’s laws are contrary, they are uncertain and confounded. P2

‘A priest indebted by the laws of the realm, shall be sued before a temporal
judge: by the pope’s laws contrary.

“'The pope doth the king injury in that he hath his power from the pope.

The king is head in his own realm: but the pope claimeth all bishops, priests,
curates, etc. So the pope in every realm hath a realm. N

“ Again, by the laws of Rome the benefice must be given by the bishop : by
the laws of the realm, the patron giveth the benefice. Herein the laws be as
contrary as fire and water. E

“No man can by the laws of Rome proceed in a preemunire, and so is the
law of the realm expelled, and the king standeth accursed in maintaining his
own laws. Therefore in consideration that the king and the queen take their
power of him, as though God should give it to them, there is no true subject,
unless he be abrogate, seeing the crown is holden of him being out of the
realm,

¢ The bishop of Rome is contrary to God, and injurious to his laws; for God The
commanded aﬁ) men to be diligent in the knowledge of his law, and therefore P;’g:;i "
hath appointed one holy day in the week at the least, for tlhie people to come {)ngs con-
to the church and hear the word of God expounded unto them; and, that they trary to
might the better understand it, to hear it in their mother tongue which they God,
know. The pope doth contrary; for he willeth the service to be had in the
Latin tongue, which they do not understand. God would have it to be per-
ceived: the pope will not. When the priest giveth thanks, God would that the
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Mary. peolple should do so too, and God willeth them to confess altogether: the pope
will not.
A.D. “ Now as concerning the sacrament, I have taught no false doctrine of the
1556. sacrament of the altar; for if it can be proved by any doctor above a thousand
The real  years after Christ, that Christ’s body is there really, I will give over. My book
presence was made seven years ago, and no man hath brought any authors against it.
{fe’g;)z‘;d I believe that whoso eateth and drinketh that sacrament, Christ is within them,
byany whole Christ, his nativity, passion, resurrection and ascension; but not that
doctor  corporally that sitteth in heaven. Now Christ commanded all to drink of the
thousand Cup : the pope taketh it away from the laymen. And yet one saith, that if
years Christ had died for the devil, that he should drink thereof.
lter “ Christ biddeth us to obey the king, etiam dyscolo.! The bishop of Rome
biddeth us to obey himself: therefore unless he be antichrist, I cannot tell what
to make of him. Wherefore if I should obey him, I cannot obey Christ.
The pope  “ He is like the devil in his doings; for the devil said to Christ, ¢ If thou wilt
{kened  fall down and worship me, I will give thee all the kingdoms of the world.’
devil, and Thus he took upon him to give that which was not his own. Even so the
wherein. bishop of Rome giveth princes their crowns, being none of his own; for
where princes either by election, either by succession, either by inheritance,
obtain their crown, he saith that they should have it from him.
The pope  *“ Christ saith, that antichrist shall be. And who shall he be? Forsooth he
g;‘:‘i’_ed that advanceth himself above all other creatures. Now if there be none already
christ.  that hath advanced himself after such sort besides the pope, then, in the mean
time, let him be antichrist.”

Story :—¢ Pleaseth it you to make an end?”

Cranmer .— For he will be the vicar of Christ, he will dispense with the
Old and New Testament also, yea and with apostasy.

¢« Now 1 have declared why I cannot with my conscience obey the pope. I
speak not this for hatred I bear to him that now supplieth the room, for T know
him not. I pray God give him grace not to follow his ancestors. Neither say
I this for my defence, but to declare my conscience, for the zeal that I bear to
God’s word trodden underfoot by the bishop of Rome. I cast fear apart, for
Christ said to his agostles, that in the latter days they should suffer much sor-
row, and be put to death for his name’s sake: ¢ Fear them not,” saith he, *“ but
fear him which when he hath killed the body, hath power to cast the soul into
fire everlasting.”2  Also Christ saith,  He that will live shall die, and he that
loseth his life for my name’s sake, he shall find it again.” Moreover he said,
“ Confess me before men, and be not afraid; for if you do so, I will stand with
you : if you shrink from me I will shrink from you.”s Thisis a comfortable
and terrible saying; this maketh me to set all fear apart. I say therefore, the
bishop of Rome treadeth underfoot God’s laws and the king’s,

“ The pope would give bishoprics: so would the king. But at the last the
king got the upper hand; and so are all bishops perjured, first to the pope, and
then to the king.

¢ The erown hath nothing to do with the clergy. For if a clerk come before

The  ajudge, the judge shall make process against him, but not to execute any laws:

PopsS  for if the judge should put him to execution, then is the king accursed in main-

against  taining his own laws. And therefore say I, that he is neither true to God,

Z’;eﬂi?:vs neither to the king, that first received the pope. But I shall heartily pray for

realm.  such counsellors, as may inform her the truth; for the king and queen, if they
be well informed, will do well.” .

Martin :—* As you understand then, if they maintain the supremacy of
Rome, they cannot maintain England too.”

To be Cranmer :—“ 1 require you to declare to the king and queen what I have
3’:}%3‘;%1 said, and how their oaths do stand with the realm and the pope. St. Gregory
saith, He that taketh upon him to be head of the universal church, is worse

headisa
mark of than the antichrist, If any man can show me, that it is not against God’s word
f]?g;t to hold his stirrup when he taketh his horse, and kiss his feet (as kings do)

Gregory. then will I kiss his feet also.——And you for your part, my Lord, are perjured;
for now ye sit judge for the pope, and yet you did receive your bishopric of the
king. You have taken an cath to be adversary to the realm: for the pope’s
laws are contrary to the laws of the realm.”

{1) © Dyscolo,” i.e. Buano,\?.-—ED. {2) Matt. xvi. (3) Matt. viii,
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Gloucester :—“ Yon were the cause that I did forsake the pope, and did swear aary.
that he ought not to be supreme head, and gave it to king Henry the eighth,
that he ought to be it: and this you made me to do.” A.D

“To this I answer,” said Cranmer, “you report me ill, and say not the truth; 1556
and T will prove it here before you all. The truth is, that my predecessor, bishop warham,
Warham, gave the supremacy to king Henry the eighth, and said that he ought arch-
to have it before the bishop of Rome, and that God’s word would bear him. And g;};ﬁ’p
upon the same was there sent to both the universities, Oxford and Cambridge, first the
to know what the word of God would do touching the supremacy, and it was suprema-

. . cy to the

reasoned upon, and argued at length. So at the last both the universities agreed, ying,
and set to their seals, and sent it to king Henry the eighth to the court, that he Both the
ought to be supreme head, and not the pope. Whereupon you were then doctor Sincrr,
of divinity at that time, and your consent was thereunto, as by your hand doth scribed to
appear. Therefore you misreport me, that I was the cause of your falling away the king’s
from the pope, but 1t was yourself. ~All this was in bishop Warham’s time, and 5;‘{,*5;;‘,“;
whilst he was alive, so that it was three quarters of a year after ere ever I had Cranmer
the bishopric of Canterbury in my hands, and before I might do any thing. So m;ﬁ;m'
that here ye have reported of me that which ye cannot prove, which is evil ’
done.”—All this while his cap was on his head.

Gloucester :—* We come to examine you, and you, methinks, examine us.”

Dr. Story’s Oration to Cranmer.

Pleaseth it your good lordship, because it hath pleased the king and queen’s
majesties to appoint my companion and me to hear the examination of this man
before your good lordship, to give me leave somewhat to talk in that behalf.
Although I know that in talk with heretics there cometh hurt to all men; for
it wearieth the steadfast, troubleth the doubtful, and taketh in snare the weak
and simple : yet, because he saith he is not bound to answer your lordship sitting
for the pope’s holiness, because of a preemunire, and the word of God, as he
termeth it; I think good somewhat to say, that all men may see how he runneth
out of his race of reason into the rage of common talk, such as here, I trust,
hath done much good. And as the king and queen’s majesties will be glad to
hear of your most charitable dealing with him, so will they be weary to hear the
blundering of this stubborn heretic. And whereas he allegeth divinity, mingling
fas nefasque together, he should not have been heard; for shall it be sufficient
to him to allege, the judge is not competent? Do we not see that in the common
law it is not lawful for a man in Westminster-hall to refuse his judge? and shall
we dispute contra eum qui negat principia? Although there be here a great
company of learned men, that know it unmeet so to do, yet have I here a plain
canon, wherein he declareth himself convicted ipso facto. The canon is this: Words of
% Sit ergo ruinz suo dolore prostratus quisquis apostolicis voluerit contraire de- z“z})‘gpe's
cretis, nec locum deinceps inter sacerdotes habeat, sed exors & sancto fiat mini- anon.
sterio, nec de ejus judicio quisquam posthac curam habeat, quoniam jam
damnatus & sanctd et apostolicd ecclesid, suid inobedientid ac praesumptione,
quoquam esse non dubitetur. Quia majoris excommunicationis dejectione est
abjiciendus, cui sanctze ecclesize commissa fuerit disciplina, qui non solum jus-
sionibus preelatee sancta ecclesiz parere debuit, sed etiam aliis ne preterirent
insinuare. Sitque alienus a divinis et pontificalibus officiis, qui noluerit pree-
ceptis apostolicis obtemperare.”

He hath alleged many matters against the supremacy, but maliciously. Ye
say that the king in his realm is supreme head of the church. Well, sir, you
will grant me that there was a perfect catholic church before any king was
christened. Then if it were a perfect church, it must needs have a head, which
must needs be before any king was member thereof:? for you know Constan-
tine was the first christened king that ever was. And although you are.bound
(as St. Paul saith) to obey your rulers, and kings have rule of the people, yet doth
it not follow that they have cure of souls: for & fortiori, the head may do that
the minister cannot do; but the priest may consecrate, and the king cannot,
therefore the king is not head.

(1) Decreti, pars 1. distinet. 19, § 5. apud Corp. Juris Canon. vol. i., p. 24. Edit, 1677.—Ep,
(2) Note the worshipful reasons of Dr. Story, wherewith he proveth the pope’s supremacy.
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Mary. It was licensed by Christ to every man to bring into the sheepfold, and to
augment the flock, but not to rule; for that was only given to Peter.!
A.D. " And whereas the aposties do call upon men to obey their princes,  cui tributum,
1556.  tributum; cui vectigal, vectigal;” they, perceiving that men were bent to a
kind of liberty and disobedience, were enforced to exhort them to obedience
and payment of their tribute, which exhortation extendeth only to temporal
maftters.
Amaxim  And again, whereas you say that the bishop of Rome maketh laws contrary
ilg‘;he to the laws of the realm, that is not true; for this is a maxim in the law, “ Quod
: in particulari excipitur, non facit universale falsum.”

Now as touching that monstrous talk of your conscience, that is no conscience
that ye profess; it is but privata scientia, electio et secta. And as yet for all
your glorious babble, you have not proved by God’s laws that ye ought not to
answer the pope’s holiness.

The canons which be received of all Christendom compel you to answer,
therefore you are bound so to do. And although this realm of late time, through
such schismatics as you were, hath exiled and banished the canons, yet that

Aruleof cannot make for you: for you know yourself, that ¢ par in parem, nec pars in
the 13w totum aliquid statuere potest.” Wherefore this isle, being indeed but a member
of the whole, could not determine against the whole. That notwithstanding, the
same laws, being put away by a parliament, are now received again by a parlia-
ment, and have as full authority now as they had then ; and they will now, that
ye answer to the pope’s holiness: therefore, by the laws of this realm ye are
bound to answer him. Wherefore, my good lord, all that this Thomas Cranmer
(I can no otherwise term him, considering his disobedience) hath brought for
his defence, shall nothing prevail with you, nor take any effect. Require him
Story therefore to answer directly to your good lordship; command him to set aside
chargeth his trifles, and to be obedient to the laws and ordinances of thisrealm. Take
the arch- witness here of his stubborn contempt against the king and queen’s majesties,
i b and compel him to answer directly to such articles as we shall here lay against
bernness. him; and in refusal, that your good lordship will excommunicate him.

As soon as Dr. Story had thus ended his tale, beginneth Dr. Martin
again to enter speech with the archbishop; which talk I thought
here likewise not to let pass, although the report of the same be such

Partiality as the author thereof seemeth, in his writing, very partial ; for as he

e, expresseth the speech of Dr. Martin at full, and to the uttermost of his
diligence, leaving out nothing in that part, that either was or could
be said more ; so again, on the other part, how raw and weak he
leaveth the matter, it is easy to perceive, who neither comprehendeth
all that Dr. Cranmer again answered for his defence, nor yet in those
short speeches which he expresseth, seemeth to discharge the part of
a sincere and faithful reporter. Notwithstanding such as it is, I
thought good tolet the reader understand, who in perusing the same,
may use therein his own judgment and consideration.

Talk between Dr. Martin and the Archbishop.

“ Master Granmer, ye have told here a long glorious tale, pretending some
matter of conscience In appearance; but in verity you have no conscience at
all. You say that you have sworn once.to king Henry the eighth against the

Unad-  pope’s jurisdiction ; and therefore you may never forswear the same; and so ye
(‘)’;ﬁg are make a great matter of conscience in the breach of the said oath, Here will I ask
not to be YOU a question or two : What if ye made an oath to a harlot, to live with her in
kept continual adultery; ought you to keep it?”

Cranmer :—* I think no.”

Martin :—*“ What if you did swear never to lend a poor man one penny;
ought you to keep it?”

Crammer :—<I think not.”

. l(1) Dr. Story reasoneth, as though to feed with the word, and to govern with the sword, were
all one,
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Martin :—* Herod did swear whatsoever his harlot asked of him he would 474,
give her, and he gave her John Baptist’s head: did he well in keeping his
oath?” e

Cranmer :—* I think not.” 1556.

Martin :—* Jephtha, one of the judges of Israel, did swear unto God, that if sepnena's
he would give him victory over his enemies, he would offer unto God the first oath.
sou] that came forth of his house; it happened that his own daughter came first,
and he slew her to save his oath. Did he well ?”

Cranmer :—* I think not.”

Martin :—* So saith St. Ambrose de Officiis, ‘Tt is a miserable necessity,
which is paid with parricide.’* Then, master Cranmer, you can no less confess
by the premises but that you ought not to have conscience of every oath, but if
it be just, lawful, and advisedly taken.”

Cranmer :(—*“ So was that oath.”

Martin :—* That is not so, for first it was unjust, for it tended to the taking
away of another man’s right. It was not lawful; for the Jaws of God and the
church were against it. Besides, it was not voluntary; for every man and
woman were compelled to take it.”

Cranmer :—* It pleaseth you to say so.”

Martin :— Let all the world be judge. But, sir, you that pretend to have Thearch-

such a conscience to break an oath, I pray you did you never swear and break })’is,hopy
eing

) "
the same? . sworn to
Cranmer—*“1 remember not. the king,
Martin :—“ 1 will help your memory. Did you never swear obedience to Si£ht not
1 ”m 0 swear
the see of Rome? to the
Cranmer :—* Indeed 1 did once swear unto the same.” pope.

Martin :—“Yea, that you did twice, as appeareth by records and writings
here ready to be showed.”

Cranmer :—* But I remember I saved all by protestation that I made by cranmer
the counsel of the best learned men I could get at that time.” sworn

Martin -~ Hearken, good people! what this man saith. He made a pro- ﬁ:zt;&,e
testation one day, to keep never a whit of that which he would swear the next by protes-
day: was this the part of a christian man? If a christian man would bargain taton-
with a Turk, and before he maketh his bargain solemnly, before witness readeth
in his paper that he holdeth secretly in his hand, or peradventure protesteth
before one or two, that he mindeth not to perform whatsoever he shall promise
to the Turk; I say, if a christian man should serve a Turk in this manner, that
the christian man were worse than the Turk. What would you then say to
this man that made a solemn oath and promise unto God and his church, and
made a protestation before quite contrary ?”

Cranmer :—* That which I did [T did] by the best learned men’s advice I
could get at that time.”

Martin :—* I protest before all the learned men here, that there is no learn- Dr. Mar-
ing will save your perjury herein; for there be two rules of the civil law clean 't Would
contrary against you.” And so he brought forth his rules, which being done he Cranmer
proceeded further. “But will you have the truth of the matter : king Henry peijured
the eighth even then meant the lamentable change which after you see came ;’;gg{.}ng
to pass; and to further his pitiful proceedings from the divorcement of his most his oath
lawful wife, to the detestable departing from the blessed unity of Christ’s gzdeom
charch, this man made the foresaid protestation: and, on the other side, he pope.
letted not to make two solemn oaths quite contrary; and why? for otherwise,
by the laws and canons of this realm, he could not aspire to the archbishopric
of Canterbury.”

Cranmer :—*“1 protest before you all, there was never man came more Cranmer
unwillingly to a bishopric, than I did to that: insomuch that when king Henry.unl‘;"ﬂling
did send for me in post, that I should come over, I prolonged my journey by are.
seven weeks at the least, thinking that he would be forgetful of me in the bishep.
mean time.”

Martin :—*“You declare well by the way that the king took you to be a waie
man of good conscience, who could not find within all his realm any man that slan&er of
would set forth his strange attempts, but was enforced to send for you in post to gy ' °
come out of Germany. What may we conjecture hereby, but that there was a

(1) “ Miserabilis necessitas, que solvitur parricidio.”
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compact between you, being then queen Anne’s chaplain, and the king: give
me the archbishopric of Canterbury, and I will give you license to live in
adultery.” '

Cranmer :—* You say not true.”

Martin :—* Let your protestation, joined with the rest of your talk, give
judgment: hinc prima mali labes. Of that your execrable perjury, and his
coloured and too shamefully suffered adultery, came heresy and all mischief to
this realm. And thus have I spoken as touching the conscience you make for
breaking your heretical oath mage to the king: but to break your former oath,
made at two sundry times both to'God and his church, you have no conscience
atall. And now to answer another part of your oration, wherein you bring in
God’s word, that you have it on your side and no man else, and that the pope
hath devised a new scripture contrary to the scripture of God, ye play herein as
the Pharisees did, which cried always, ¢ verbum Domini, verbum Domini,”? ‘the
word of the Lord, the word of the Lord,” when they meant nothing so. This
bettereth not your cause, because you say, you have God’s word for you; for so
Basilides and Photinus the heretics said, that they had God’s word to maintain
their heresy. So Nestorius, so Macedonius, so Pelagius, and briefly, all the heretics
that ever were, pretended that they had God’s word for them ; yea, and so the
devil, being the father of heresies, alleged God’s word for him, saying, ¢ It is writ-
ten:’? sosaid be to Christ, ¢ Cast thyself downward,’¢ which you applied most
falsely against the pope. But, if you mark the devil’s language well, it agreed
with your proceedings most truly : for, ¢ Cast thyself downward,’¢ said he, and
so taught you to cast all things downward. Down with the sacrament, down with
the mass,s down with the altars, down with the arms of Christ, and up with a
lion and a dog; down with the abbeys, down with chantries, down with hospitals
and colleges, down with fasting and prayer,® yea down with all that good and
godly is.  All your proceedings and preachings tended no other, but to fulfil
the devil’s request, ¢ Mitte te deorsum.” And therefore tell not us that you
have God’s word: for God hath given us by his word a mark to know that your
teaching proceeded not of God, but of the devil, and that your doctrine came
not of Christ, but of Antichrist. For Christ foresaid, there should come against
his church, ‘ravening wolves and false apostles.”” But how should we know
them ? Christ teacheth us, saying, ¢ By their fruits ye shall know them.”® Why,
what be their fruits?° St. Paul declareth, ¢ After the flesh they walk in concu-
piscence and uncleanness; they contemn potestates.’!® Again, ¢ In the latter
days there shall be perilous times:’ then shall there be men loving themselves,
covetous, proud, disobedient to parents, treason-workers.”!! Whether these be
not the fruits of your gospel, I refer me to this worshipful audience; whether
the said gospel began not with perjury, proceeded with adultery, was main-
tained with heresy, and ended in conspiracy.

“Now sir, two points more I marked in your raging discourse that you made
here: the one against the holy sacrament; the other against the pope’s juris-
diction, and the authority of the see apostolic. Touching the first, ye say you
have God’s word with you, yea and all the doctors. I would here ask but one
question of you; whether God’s word be contrary to itself, and whether the
doctors teach doctrine contrary to themselves, or no? For you, master Cran-
mer, have taught in this high sacrament of the altar three contrary doctrines,!?
and yet you pretended in every one, ¢ verbum Domini.’ ”

Cranmer :—** Nay, I taught but two contrary doctrines in the same.”

Martin :—* What doctrine taught you when you condemned Lambert the
sacramentary, in the king’s presence in Whitehall ?”

Cranmer :—¢ I maintained then the papist’s doctrine.”

Martin :—* That is to say, the catholic and universal doctrine of Christ’s

(1) Nay, the Pharisees cried not * Verbum Domini,” but ¢ Templum Domini,” as the papists do
now against the protestants.

(2) “ Scriptum est.” (8) * Mitte te deorsum.” (4) “ Mitte te deorsum.”

(5) So did king Hezekias and Joslas down with monuments of idolatry, and are commended.

(6) Another false siander of Dr. Martin. (7) * Lupi rapaces, pseudo-apostoli.”

(8) * Ex fructibus eorum cognoscetis eos.”

(9) Whether these be the fruits of the papists more, let the conversation of them both give
judgments.

{10) * Post carnem in concupiscentia et immunditia ambulant: potestates contemnunt,” ete,

(11) “ In diebus novissimis erunt periculosa tempora; erunt seipsos amantes, cupidi, elati,
immorigeri parentibus, proditores,” etc.

(12) So was St. Augustin first a pagan, then a Manichean, and then a catholic.
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church. And how when king Henry died? did not you translate Justus
Jonas’s book 71

Cranmer :— 1 did so.”

Martin :— Then there you defended another doctrine touching the sacra-
ment, by the same token that you sent to Lynn your printer; that whereas in
the first print there was an affirmative, that is to say Christ’s body really in
the sacrament, you sent then to your printer to put in a nof, whereby it came
miraculously to pass, that Christ’s body was clean conveyed out of the sacra-
ment.” s

Cranmer :—* 1 remember there were two prints of my said book, but where
the same not was put in, I cannot tell.”

Martin :—* Then from a Lutheran ye became a Zuinglian, which is the
vilest heresy of all in the high mystery of the sacrament; and for the same
heresy you did help to burn Lambert the sacramentary, which you now call the
catholic faith, and God’s word.”

Cranmer :—¢ I grant that then I believed otherwise than I do now ; and so
1 did, until my lord of London, Dr, Ridley, did confer with me, and by sundry
persuasions and authorities of doctors, drew me quite from my opinion.”

Martin :—*“ Now sir, as touching the last part of your oration, you denied suprema-

that the pope’s holiness was supreme head of the church of Christ.”

Cranmer :—* I did so0.”

Martin :—* Who say you then is supreme head?”

Cranmer :—* Christ.”

Martin :—* But whom hath Christ left here in earth his vicar and head of
his church ?”

Cranmer :—** Nobody.”

Martin :—* Ah! why told you not king Henry this when you made him
supreme head? and now nobody is. This is treason against his own person as
you then made him.” :

Cranmer :—** I mean not but every king in his own realm and dominion is
supreme head, and so was he supreme head of the church of Christ in England.”?

Martin :—* Is this always true ? and was it ever so in Christ’s church ?”

Cranmer :—* It was so.”

Martin :—* Then what say you by Nero? He was the mightiest prince of
the earth after Christ was ascended: was he head of Christ’s church ?”

Cranmer :—* Nero was Peter’s head.”

Martin :—* I ask whether Nero was head of the church or no? If he were
not, it is false that you said before, that all princes be, and ever were, heads of
the church within their realms.”

Cranmer :—* Nay, it is true, for Nero was head of the church; that is, in
worldly respect of the temporal bodies of men, of whom the church consisteth ;
for so he beheaded Peter and the apostles. And the Turk too is head of the
church in Turkey.”

Martin :—< Then he that beheaded the heads of the church, and crucified
the apostles, was head of Christ’s church ; and he that was never member of the
church, is head of the church, by your new-found understanding of God’s word.”

Tt is not to be supposed, contrary, but much other matter passed
in this communication between them, especially on the archbishop's
behalf ; whose answers 1 do not think to be so slender, nor altogether
in the same form of words framed, if the truth, as it was, might be
known. But so it pleased the notary thereof, being too much par-
tially addicted to his mother see of Rome in favour of his faction, to

(1) “Justus Jonas,” senior, who was a man of considerable celebrity in his day. He was the
intimate friend of Luther, and attended the diet at Augsburgh in 1530, in company with Melanc-
thon, Agricola, and G. Spalatinus. Jonas was born in 1493, and died in 1535, seven years after the
publication of his catechism.. A detailed account of his life is given in Gerde’s ¢ Introduct. in
Hist. Evangelii, szc. xvi. passim per Europam renovati” (Groninga, 1744)p. 247; and in Mel-
chior Adam; “ Vita Germ. Theolog.” (Haidelbergze, 1628) p. 258. More particulars respecting the
translation, which Cranmer appears rather to have superintended than executed entirely himself,
will be found in the excellent preface to ‘* A short Instruction into Christian Religion, being a Cate-
chism set forth by Arenbishop Cranmer,” &c., Oxford, at the Univ. Press, 1829.—Eb.

(2) King Henry was not supreme head but only of his own realm. The pope will be universal

head over all,
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diminish and drive down the other side, either in not showing all, or

in reporting the thing otherwise than it was; as the common guise is

of most writers, to what side their affection most weigheth, their ora-
tion commonly inclineth. But let us proceed further in the story of

this matter.

“ Tt followed then,” saith this reporter, “ when the archbishop
thus had answered, and the standers-by began to murmur against
him ; the judges, not content with his answers, willed him to answer
directly to the interrogatories : which interrogatories articulated against
him in form of law, were these under following.”

Interrogatories objected to the Archbishop, with his Answers annexed
to the same.

1. First was objected, that he (the foresaid Thomas Cranmer), being yet free,
and before he entered into holy orders, married one Joan, surnamed Black or
Brown, dwelling at the sign of the Dolphin in Cambridge.

Answer. Whereunto he answered, that whether she was called Black or Brown,
he knew not ; but that he married there one Joan, that he granted.

2. That after the death of the foresaid wife, he entered into holy orders, and
after that was made archbishop by the pope.

Answer. He received (he said) a certain bull of the pope, which he delivered
unto the king, and was archbishop by him.

3. Item, that he, being in holy orders, married another woman as his second
wife, named Anne, and so was twice married.

Answer. To this he granted.

4. Item, in the time of king Henry the eighth, he kept the said wife secretly,
and had children by her.

Answer. Hereunto he also granted; affirming that it was better for him to
have his own, than to do like other priests, holding and keeping other men’s
wilves.

5. Item, in the time of king Edward, he brought out the said wife openly,
affirming and professing publicly the same to be his wife.

Answer. He denied not but he so did, and lawfully might do the same, for-
asmuch as the laws of the realm did so permit him.

6. Item, that he shamed not openly to glory himself to have had his wife in
secret many years.

Answer. And though he so did (he said), there was no cause why he should

'be ashamed thereof.

7. Item, that the said Thomas Cranmer, falling afterward into the deep
bottom of errors, did fly and refuse the authority of the church, did hold and
follow the heresy concerning the sacrament of the altar, and also did compile
and caused to be set abroad divers books.

Answer. Whereunto when the names of the books were recited to him, he
denied not such books which he was the author of. As touching the treatise of
Peter Martyr upon the sacrament, he denied that he ever saw it before it was
abroad, yet did approve and well like of the same. As for the Catechism,
the book of Articles, with the other book against Winchester, he granted the
same to be his doings.

8. Item, that he compelled many, against their wills, to subscribe to the same
articles.

Answer. He exhorted (he said) such as were willing to subseribe; but, against
their wills, he compelled none.

9. Item, forsomuch as he surceased not to perpetrate enormous and inordinate
crimes, he was therefore cast into the Tower, and from thence was brought to
Oxford, at what time it was commonly thought that the parliament there should
be holden.

Answer. To this he said, that he knew no such enormous and inordinate crimes
that ever he committed.

10. Item, that in the said city of Oxford he did openly maintain his heresy,
and there was convicted upon the same.
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Answer. He defended (he said) there the cause of the sacrament; but, that
he was convicted in the same, that he denied.

11. Ttem, when he persevered still in the same, he was by the public censure

-of the university pronounced a heretic, and his books to be heretical.

Answer. That he was so denounced, he denied not; but that he was a heretic,
or his books heretical, that he denied.

12. Ttem, that he was and is notoriously infamed with the note of schism, as
who not only himself receded from the catholic church and see of Rome, but
also moved the king and subjects of this realm to the same.

Answer. As touching the receding, that he well granted ; but that receding
or departing (said he) was only from the see of Rome, and had in it no matter
of any schism.
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13. Item, that he had been twice sworn to the pope ; and withal Dr. Martin The aren-
brought out the instrument of the public notary, wherein was contained his bishop

protestation made when he should be consecrated, asking if he had any thing
else protested.

sworn to
the pope
by protes-

Answer. Whereunto he answered, that he did nothing but by the laws of the '

realm.
14. Item, that he the said archbishop of Canterbury did not only offend in the

premises, but also in taking upon him the authority of the see of Rome, in that
without leave or license from the said see, he consecrated bishops and priests.

Answer. He granted, that he did execute such things as were wont to be
referred to the pope, at what time it was permitted to him by the public laws
and determination of the realm,

15. Item, that when the whole realm had subscribed to the authority of the
pope, he only still persisted in his error.

Answer, That he did not admit the pope’s authority, he confessed to be true.
But that he erred in the same, that he denied.

16. Item, that all and singular the premises be true.

Answer. That likewise he granted, excepting those things whereunto he had
now answered.

After he had thus answered to the objections aforesaid, and the
public notary had entered the same, the judges and commissioners,
as having now accomplished that wherefore they came, were about to
rise up and depart. But the bishop of Gloucester, thinking it not
the best so to dismiss the people, being somewhat stirred with the
words of the archbishop, began in his oration in the hearing of the
people, thus to declaim.

The Oration of Bishop Brooks, in closing up his Examination
against Dr. Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury.

Master Cranmer (I cannot otherwise term you, considering your obstinacy),
I am right sorry, T am right heartily sorry, to hear such words escape your
mouth so unadvisedly. I had conceived a right good hope of your amendment.
I suppose that this obstinacy of yours came not of a vain-glory, but rather of
a corrupt conscience, which was the occasion that I hoped so well of your return.
But now I perceive by your foolish babble, that it is far otherwise. Ye are so
puffed up with vain-glory, there is such cauterial of heresy crept into your
conscience, that I am clean void of hope, and my hope is turned into * wan 2 hope.
But who can stay him that willingly runneth # into perdition? Who can save that
will be lost? God would have you to be saved; and you refuse it. ¢ Thy perdi-
tion is only upon thyself, O Israel! only in me is thy salvation,”? saith the
Lord by his prophet. You have uttered so erroneous talk, with such open malice
against the pope’s holiness, with such open lying against the church of Rome,
with such open blasphemy against the sacrament of the altar, that no mouth
could have expressed more maliciously, more lyingly, more blasphemously.

To reason with you, although I would of myself to satisfy this audience, yet
may I not by our commission, neither can I find how I may do it with the

(1) Cauteria,” i. e. fires.—ED. (2) See Edition 1570, in loc.~Ep."
(3} ¢ Perditio tua super te Israel; tantummodo in mesalvatio tua,” ait Dominus per prophetam.
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Scriptures: for the apostle doth command that such a one should not enly not
be talked withal, but also shunned and avoided, saying, “ An heretical person
after once or twice conferring, shun, knowing that he is perverse and sinneth,
being of his own judgment condemned.” Ye have been conferred withal not
once or twice, but oftentimes ; ye have oft been lovingly admonished; ye have
been oft secretly disputed with. And the last year in the open school, in open
disputations, ye have been openly convict; ye have been openly driven out
of the school with hisses. Your hook, which ye brag you made seven years
ago, and no man answered it, Marcus Antonius hath sufficiently detected and
confuted, and yet ye persist still in your wonted heresy.

Wherefore, being so oft admonished, conferred withal, and convicted, if ye
deny you to be the man whom the apostle noteth, hear then what Origen
saith, who wrote above thirteen hundred years ago, and interpreteth the saying
of the apostle in this wise, “ Hareticus est omnis ille habendus, qui Christo se
credere profitetur, et aliter de Christi veritate sentit quam se habet ecclesiastica
traditio.”> Even now ye professed a kind of Christianity and holiness unto us,
for at your beginning you fell down upon your knees, and said the Lord’s
Prayer (God wot like a hypocrite) ; and then, standing up upon your feet, you
rehearsed the articles of your faith, but to what end I pray you else, but to cloak
that inward heresy rooted in you, that you might blind the poor, simple, and
unlearned people’s eyes? For what will they say or think, if they do not thus
say—** Good Lord, what mean these men to say, that he is a heretic? They
are deceived; this is a good Christian, he believeth as we believe.”

But is this sufficient to escape the name of a heretic? To the simple and
unlearned it is sufficient; but for you, that have professed a greater knowledge
and higher doctrine, it is not enough to recite your belief. For unless (as
Origen saith) ye believe all things that the church hath decreed besides, you
are no christian man. In the which because you do halt, and will come to no
conformity ; from henceforth ye are to be taken for a heretic, with whom we
ought neither to dispute, neither to reason: whom we ought rather to eschew
and avoid.

Nevertheless, although I do not intend to reason with you, but to give you
up as an abject and outcast from God’s favour, yet because ye have uttered, to
the annoying of the people, such pestilent heresies as may do harm among some
rude and unlearned, I think meet, and not abs re, somewhat to say herein; not
because I hope to have any good at your hands, which I would willingly wish,
but that I may establish the simple people which be here present, lest they,
being seduced by your diabolical doctrine, may perish thereby.

Ang first (as it behoveth every man to purge himself first before he enter
with any other), whereas you accuse me of an oath made against the bishop of
Rome, I confess it, and deny it not, and therefore do say with the rest of this
realm, good and catholic men, the saying of the prophet, “ We have sinned
with our fathers, we have done unjustly and wickediy.”s ¢ The sins of my
youth, and my ignorances, O Lord, do not remember!”¢ I was then a young
man, and as young a scholar here in the university. I knew not then what an
oath did mean, and yet to say the truth, I did it compulsed, compulsed I say by
you, master Cranmer; and here were you the author and cause of my perjury,—
you are to be blamed herein, and not I. Now whereas you say I made two
oaths, the one contrary to the other, it is not so, for the oath [ made to the
pope’s holiness appertaineth only to spiritual things: the other oath that I made
to the king, pertaineth only to temporal things; that is to say, that I do ac-
knowledge all my temporal livings to proceed only from the king, and from
none else. But all men may see, as you agree in this, so ye agree in the rest
of your opinions.

Now, sir, as concerning the supremacy which is only due to the see of Rome,
a word or two. Although there be a number of places which do confirm that
Christ appointed Peter head of the church, yet this is a most evident place.
When Christ demanded of his apostles whom men called him; they answered,
“ Some Elias, some a prophet,” etc. But Christ veplied unto Peter, and said,

(1) “Haereticum hominem post unum aut alterum conventum devita, sciens qudd hujusmodi
perversus est et delinquit, quum sit proprio judicio condemnatus.”

(2) Orig. in Apologia Pamphili.

(3) “ Peccavimus cum patribus nostris, injuste egimus, iniguitatem fecimus,”

(4) * Delicta juventutis me, et ignorantias meas ne memineris Domine.”
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“ Whom sayest thou, Peter, that I am?” Peter answered, “ Tu es Christus, Mary.
filius Dei:” and Christ replied, “Tu es Petrus, et super hanc petram zdifi- ————
cabo ecclesiam meam.” The doctors interpreting this place, “super hanc A.D.
petram,” expound it, “id est, non solum super fidem Petri, sed super te, 1556.
Petre.” And why did Christ change his name from Simon to Peter, which in

Latin is a stone, but only to declare that he was only the foundation and head

of the church?

Again, whereas Christ demanded of Peter, being amongst the rest of his apo- « Pasce”

stles, three times a row, “ Petre, amas me ?”” he gave him charge over his sheep, "gl’k‘)’““d'
¢ Pasce oves meas, pasce agnos meos,” Which place Chrysostome interpreting, Ehry);os-
saith, « Pasce, hoc est, loco mei esto praepositus et caput fratrum tuorum.” To tome.
conclude, when they came that required didrachmee of Christ, he commanded
Peter to cast his net into the sea, and to take out of the fish’s mouth that he
took; ¢ Stateram, hoc est, duplex didrachma; et da, inguit, pro te et me,
Petre.” Which words do signify, that when he had paid for them two, he had
paid for all the rest. For as in the old law there were appointed two heads over
the people of Israel, Moses and Aaron; Moses as chief, and Aaron next head
under him: so in the new law there were two heads of the church, which were
Christ and Peter. Christ is head of all, and Peter next under him. ¢ Our
Saviour Christ,” saith St. Augustine, “ commanding the tribute to be given for
him and for Peter, meant thereby the same to be given for all others, for he ap-
pointed him to be head of them.”™ What can be more plain than this? but I
will not tarry upon this matter.

Now as touching the pope’s laws, whereas you say they be contrary, because Service
the service which should be (as you say) in English, is in Latin; I answer, I Latin.
whosoever will take the pains to peruse the chapter, whichisin 1 Cor. xiv., shall
find that his meaning is concerning preaching, and “obiter ” only of praying.

Again, whereas you say that the pope’s holiness doth take away one part of Sac"?‘.
the sacrament from the laymen, and Christ would have it under both, ye can ohe kind,
say no more but this, ¢ Drink ye all of this.”> And what followeth ? ¢ And all
drank thereof.” Now if a man would be so proterve with you, he might say
that Christ gave it only to his apostles, in whose places succeeded priests, and
not laymen.

And admit that Christ commanded it to be received under both kinds, yet the Q“t}‘f“t’ﬁ
church hath authority to change that as well as other. Ye read, that Christ lcﬁ'u(r)ch i?,
calling his apostles together, said unto them, “ Go and preach the gospel to changing
every nation, baptizing them in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the mies.
Holy Ghost.”* But the apostles, being desirous to publish Christ’s name every Ritesana
where, did baptize only in Christ’s name. Again, Christ before his last supper ceremo.
washed his apostles’ feet, saying, “‘If I have washed your feet, being your lord ;'el,ftstf,‘:he
and master, also you ought to wash the feet one of another.”s «I have given disposi-
you example.”8 This was a precept, yet hath the church altered it, lest the :i:’e" of
simple people should not think a rebaptization in it. So because, saith the church.
apostle, “I have received of the Lord the same which I have delivered to you,
that our Lord the same night in which he was betrayed,”” etc. Notwithstanding
that this was a precept that the sacrament should be ministered after supper, the
church hath altered it, and commanded it to be received fasting: and whereas
Christ did break the bread, we receive the whole host, Christ ministered sitting
at the table, we standing at the altar.

It was also commanded in Acts xv., that christian men should abstain ¢ from
strangled and blood.”® But the church perceiving it to be a precept but for a
time, hath altered it. Christ commanded to keep holy “the sabbath day,”? Rgasi’,"s
and the church hath altered it to Sunday. If then the church may change e
things that be so expressed in the Scriptures, she may also change the forin of ceive not

i f 1 n under both kinds, for divers occasions. First, that jn 2n&eT
receiving of layme 2 , that in p
carrying it to the sick, the blood may not be shed, lost, or misused. And next, kinds.

(1) “Salvator quum pro se et Petro dari jubebat didrachma, pro omnibus ipsum dari censuit,
ipsum enim constituit caput eorum.” St. Ang. in 75 quest. Veteris et Novi Testamenti.”

{2) ¢ Bibite ex eo omnes.” (3) * Et biberunt ex eo omnes.”

G “’Ite preedicate evangelium omni nationi, baptizantes in nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritfis

Sancti.”

{5) ““8i ego lavi pedes vestros Dominus et magister, et vos debetis alter alterius lavare pedes.”

(6) * Exemplom dedi vobis.”

(7) “ Accepi & Domino guod et tradidi vobis. Dominus noster qua nocte tradebatur,” ete.

(8) “* A suffocato et sanguine.” (9) “Diem Sabbati,”






