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ACTS AND MONUMENTS.

CONTINUATION OF BOOK IX;:
PROCEEDING WITH

THE ACTS AND THINGS DONE IN THE REIGN OF KING
EDWARD THE SIXTH.

Books in the Latin Serbice abolished.

[ followeth now in the story, that certain of the vulgar multitude, Eawera
hearing of the apprehension of the lord protector, and supposing the "=
alteration of the public service into English, and administration of A.D.
the sacrament and other rites lately appointed in the church, had 1549.
been the act, chiefly or only, of the said lord protector, began upon Evil dis-
the same to noise and bruit abroad, that they should now have their ng,%?e
old Latin Service, with holy bread and holy water, and their other [hnkfo
like superstitious ceremonies again : whereupon the king, with the Latin
body and state of the privy-council then being, directed out his letters again.
of request and strait commandment to the bishops, in their dioceses,

touching the same, in form and manner as followeth.

*A? certain Precept or Decree of King Edward, directed to the
Bishops in their dioceses, for the Abolishing of Books of the Latin
Service, and of certain other Ceremonies.

Right reverend father in God, right truly and well-beloved, we greet you pooks of
well.  And whereas the book, entitled The Book of Common Prayers and Ad- the Latin
ministration of the Sacraments and other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, $77%1¢¢
after the use of the Church of England, was agreed upon and set forth ’
by act of parliament, and by the same act commanded to be used of all
persons within this our realm, yet, nevertheless, we are informed that divers
unquiet and evil-disposed persons, since the apprehension of the duke of
Somerget, have noised and bruited abroad, that they should have again their
old Latin service, their conjured bread and water, with such like vain and
superstitious ceremonies, as though the setting-forth of the said book, had been

(1) See the Latin Edition, Basle, 1559, p. 200. Ed. 1563, p. 726. Ed. 1570, p. 1519. Ed. 1576,
p. 1288, Ed. 1583, p. 1330. Ed. 1597, p. 1211. Ed. 1684, vol. ii, book ix. p. 46.—Ep.
(2) See Edition 1563, p. 726.—ED
B2
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THE TAKING DOWN OF ALTARS

the only act of the aforenamed duke : We, therefore, by the advice of the body
and state of our Privy Council, not only considering the said book to be our
own act, and the act of the whole state of our realm assembled together in the
parliament, but also the same to be grounded npon holy Scripture, agreeable to
the order of the primitive church, and much to the edifying of our subjects,—to
put away all such vain expectation of having the public service, the admini-
stration of the sacraments, and other rites and ceremonies, again in the Latin
tongue (which were but a preferring of ignorance to knowledge, and darkness
to light, and a preparation to bring in papistry and superstition again)—have
thought good, by the advice aforesaid, to require and nevertheless straitly
command and charge you, that ye, immediately upon the receipt hereof, do
command the dean and prebendaries of your cathedral church, the parson,
vicar, or curate, and churchwardens of every parish within your diocese, to
bring and deliver to you, or your deputy, every of them, for their church and
parish, at such convenient place as ye shall appoint, all antiphoners, missals,
grails, processionals, manuals, legends, pies, portuesies, journals, and ordinals,
after the use of Sarum, Lincoln, York, Bangor, Hereford, or any other private
use ; and all other books of service, the keeping whereof should be let to the
using of the said Book of Common Prayers; and that ye take the same books
into your hands, or into the hands of your deputy, and them so deface and
abolish, that they never after may serve, either to any such use as they were
first provided for, or be at any time a let to that godly and uniform order, which,
by a consent, is now set forth. And if ye shall find any person stubborn or dis-
obedient in not bringing in the said books, according to the tenor of these our
letters, that then you commit the same person to ward, to such time as ye have
certified us of his misbehaviour: and we will and command you, that ye also
search, or cause such search to be made, from time to time, whether any books
be withdrawn or hid, contrary to the tenor of these our letters; and the same
books to receive into your hands, and to use, as in these our letters we have
appointed.

And furthermore, whereas it is come to our knowledge, that divers froward
and obstinate persons do refuse to pay toward the finding of bread and wine for
the Holy Communion, according to order prescribed in the said book, by reason
whereof the holy communion is many times omitted upon the Sunday : these
are to will and command you, to convent such obstinate persons before you,
and them to admonish and command to keep the order prescribed in the same
book. And if any shall refuse so to do, punish them by suspension, excom-
munication, or other censures of the church. Fail ye not thus to do, as ye
will avoid our displeasure.

Given under our signet, at our palace of Westminster, the 25th of De-
cember, the third year of our reign.

Thomas Cranmer, J. Russell,
R. Rich, Cancel. H. Dorset,
‘W. Saint John, ‘W. North.*

‘Whereby it may appear to us now, that no wafer-cakes, but com-
mon bread was then, by the king’s appointment, ordinarily received
and used in churches. This was about the latter end of December,
a.p. 1549.

TAKING DOWN OF ALTARS, AND SETTING UP THE TABLE IN-
STEAD THEREOF.

Furthermore, in the year next following (1550), other letters,
likewise, were sent for the taking down of altars in churches, and set-
ting up the table instead of the same, unto Nicholas Ridley, who,
being bishop of Rochester before, was then made bishop of London,
in Bonner’s place. The copy and contents of the king’s letters are
these, as follow.



THE KING'S LETTER TO BISHOP RIDLEY.

The King’s Letter to Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of London, &e.

Right reverend father in God, right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you
well.  And whereas it is come to our knowledge, that the altars within the
most part of the churches of this realm being already upon good and godly con-
siderations taken down, there do yet remain altars standing in divers other
churches, by occasion whereof much variance and contention ariseth among
sundry of our subjects, which, if good foresight were not had, might perchance
engender great hurt and inconvenience ; we let you wit, that, minding to have
all occasion of contention taken away, which many times groweth by those and
such like diversities, and considering that amongst other things belonging to
our royal office and cure, we do account the greatest to be, to maintain the
common quiet of our realm; we have thought good, by the advice of our
council, to require you, and nevertheless especially to charge and command
you, for the avoiding of all matters of further contention and strife about the
standing or taking away of the said altars, to give substantial order throughout
all your diocese, that with all diligence all the altars in every church or chapel,

o
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as well in places exempted as not exempted, within your said diocese, be taken Allars

aken

down; and instead thereof, a table be set up in some convenient part of the gown ang
chancel, within every such church or chapel, to serve for the ministration of the destroy-

blessed communion. And, to the intent the same may be done without the
offence of such our loving subjects as be not yet so well persuaded in that

ed.

behalf as we would wish, we send unto you herewith certain considerations Consider-

gathered and collected, that make for the purpose ; the which, and such other
as you shall think meet to be set forth to persuade the weak to embrace our

ations to
persuade
the peo-

proceedings in this part, we pray you cause to be declared to the people by le.

some discreet preachers, in such places as you shall think meet, before the
taking-down of the said altars; so as both the weak consciences of others may
be instructed and satisfied as much as may be, and this our pleasure the more
quietly executed. For the better doing whereof, we require you to open the
aforesaid considerations in that our cathedral church in your own person, if you
conveniently may, or otherwise, by your chancellor, or some other grave
preacher, both there and in such other market towns, and most notable places
of your diocese, as you may think most requisite.
Given under our signet, at our palace of Westminster, the 24th day of
November, the fourth year of our reign.
Edward Somerset, John Warwick, Edward Clinton,
Thomas Cranmer, John Bedford, H. Wentworth,
William Wiltshire, William North, Thomas Ely.

REASONS WHY THE LORD'S BOARD SHOULD RATHER BE AFTER
THE FORM OF A TABLE, THAN OF AN ALTAR.

*¥4 T am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God unto salvation, to every one that believeth.” [Rom. i. 16.]

Certain reasons why the reverend father, Nicholas, bishop of Lon-
don, amongst other his injunctions given in his late visitation, did
exhort those churches in his diocese, where the altars, as then, did
remain, to conform themselves to those other churches which had taken
them down, and had set up, instead of the multitude of their altars,
one decent table in every church. And that herein he did not only
not any thing contrary unto the Book of Common Prayer, or to the
king’s majesty’s proceedings, but that he was induced to do the same,
partly moved by his office and duty, wherewith he is charged in the
same book, and partly, for the advancement and sincere setting-for-
ward of God’s holy word, and the king’s majesty’s most godly pro-
ceedings.¥

First Reason :—The form of a table shall more move the simple from the

(1) See Edition 1563, p. 727.~Ep.



6 REASONS FOR ALTERING THE FORM OF THE TABLE.

Edwarg superstitious opinions of the popish mass, unto the right use of the Lord's Sup-~
VI per. For the use of an altar is to make sacrify upon it; the use of a table is to
“A.D. serve for men to eat upon. Now, when we come unto the Lord’s board, what
1550. do we come for? to sacrifice Christ again, and to crucify him again, or to feed
upon him, that was once only crucified and offered up for us? If we come to
feed upon him, spiritually to eat his body, and spiritually to drink his blood
(which is the true use of the Lord’s Supper), then no man can deny but the
form of a table is more meet for the Lord’s board, than the form of an altar.

Answer  Second Reason :—Whereas it is said, ¢ The Book of Common Prayer maketh
z‘;‘fﬁl’gsm mention of an altar; wherefore, it is not lawful to abolish that which the book
who take alloweth:” to this it is thus answered : The Book of Common Prayer calleth
hold of  the thing whereupon the Lord’s Supper is ministered, indifferently a table, an
fgft;if“i‘; altar, or the Lord’s board ; without prescription of any form thereof, either of a
the table or of an altar: so tliat whether the Lord’s board have the form of an
{;i‘;i’s altar, or of a table, the Book of Common Prayer calleth it both an altar and a
How the table- For, as it calleth it an altar, whereupon the Lord’s Supper is ministered,
table may a table, and the Lord’s board, so it calleth the table, where the holy communion
be called jg distributed with lauds and thanksgiving unto the Lord, an altar, for that
analfar yhere is offered the same sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. And thus it ap-

peareth, that here is nothing either said or meant contrary to the Book of

Common Prayer.

Third Reason :—The popish opinion of mass was, that it might not be
celebrated but upon an altar, or at the least upon a super-altar, to supply the
fault of the altar, which must have had its prints and characters; or else it was
thought that the thing was not lawfully done. But this superstitious opinion
is more holden in the minds of the simple and ignorant by the form of an altar,
than of a table; wherefore it is more meet, for the abolishment of this super~
stitious opinion, to have the Lord’s board after the form of a table, than of an
altar.!

The Fourth Reason :—The form of an altar was ordained for the sacrifices of the
":':ﬁ;: law, and therefore the altar in Greek is called Quocaavipioy, ¢ quasi sacrificii
pow 7 locus.” But now both the law and the sacrifices thereof do cease: wherefore

derived. the form of the altar used in the altar ought to cease withal.

Christ Fifth Reason :—Christ did institute the sacrament of his body and blood at
;‘:1;‘1 a4 his last supper, at a table, and not at an altar; as it appeareth manifestly by
notan  the three Evangelists. And St. Paul calleth the coming to the holy com-
altar.  munion, the coming unto the Lord’s Supper. And also it is not read that any
E;’:er“lm of the apostles or the primitive church did ever use any altar in ministration
used of the holy communion.
among Wherefore, seeing the form of a table is more agreeable to Christ’s institution,
aposties. and with the usage of the apostles, and of the primitive church, than the form
of an altar, therefore the form of a table is rather to be used, than the form of

an altar, in the administration of the holy communion.

Sixth and last Reason :—1It is said in the Preface of the Book of Common
Prayer, that if any doubt do arise in the use and practising of the same book ;
to appease all such diversity, the matter shall be referred unto the bishop of the
diocese, who, by his discretion, shall take order for the quicting and appeasing
of the same, so that the same order be not contrary unto any thing contained
in that book.

After these letters and reasons received, the fore-named Nicholas
Ridley, bishop of London, consequently upon the same did hold his
visitation, wherein, amongst other his injunctions, the said bishop
exhorted those churches in his diocese, where the altars did then

(1) This reason for taking away the superstitious opinion, serveth also as well for abolishing
other things besides altars, cte.
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remain, to conform themselves unto those other churches which had Bdara
taken them down, and had set up, instead of the multitude of their "~
altars, one decent table in every church. Upon the occasion whereof A.D.
here arose a great diversity about the form of the Lord’s board, some 1549
using it after the form of “a table, and some of an altar. Wherein .7
. . . . 1550.
when the said bishop was required to say and determine what was —-
most meet, he declared he could do no less of his bounden duty, for appointed
the appeasing of such diversity, and to procure one godly uniformity, s,
but to exhort all his diocese unto that which he thought did best the right
. v . . . orm of a
agree with Scripture, with the usage of the apostles, and with the table.
primitive church, and to that which is not only not contrary unto any
thing contained in the Book of Common Prayer (as is before
proved), but also might highly further the king’s most godly pro-
ceedings in abolishing of divers vain and superstitious opinions of the Ibe wal
R . R y the
popish mass out of the hearts of the simple, and to bring them to the highatar
right use, taught by holy Scripture, of the Lord’s Supper. And so paurs
appointed he the form of aright table to be used in his diocese, and, Jross,,
in the church of Paul, brake down the wall standing then by the Ridley.

high altar’s side.!

Now we will enter (God willing) inte those maiters which happened
between king Fdward and his sister Mary, as by their letters here
following are to be seen.

A Letter of the Lady Mary to the Council, June 22, 1549.

To my Lord Protector, and the rest of the King’s Majesty’s Council :

My lord, I perceive by the leiters which I late received from you, and other
of the king’s majesty’s council, that ye be all sorry to find so little conformity
in me touching the observation of his majesty’s laws; who am well assured,
that I have offended no law, unless it be a late law of your own making, for
the altering of matters in religion, which, in my conscience, is not worthy to
have the name of a law, both for the king’s honour’s sake, the wealth of the
realm, and giving an occasion of an evil bruit through all Christendom, besides
the partiality used in the same, and (as my said conscience is very well per-
suaded) the offending of God, which passeth all the rest: but I am well assured
that the king his father’s laws were all allowed and consented to without com-
pulsion by the whole realm, both spiritual and temporal, and all ye executors
sworn upon a book to fulfil the same, so that it was an authorized law; and
that I have obeyed, and will do, with the grace of God, till the,king’s majesty
my brother shall have sufficient years to be a judge in these matters himself;
wherein, my lord, I was plain with you at my last being in the court, declaring
unto you, at that time, whereunto I would stand; and now do assure you all,
that the only occasion of my stay from altering mine opinion, is for two causes:
one principally for my conscience’ sake; the other, that the king my brother
shall not hereafter charge me to be one of those that were agreeable to such
alterations in his tender years. And what fruits daily grow by such changes,
since the death of the king my father, to every indifferent person it well
appeareth, both to the displeasure of God, and unquietness of the realm. Not-
withstanding, I assure you all, I would be as loth to see his highness take hurt,
or that any evil should come to this his realm, as the best of you all ; and none
of you have the like cause, considering how I am compelled by nature, being
his majesty’s poor and humble sister, most tenderly to love and pray for him,
and unto this his fealm (being born within the same) wish all wealth, and pro-
sperity to God’s honour. Andif any judge of me the contrary for mine opinion’s
sake (as T trust none doth), I doubt not in the end, with God’s help, to prove

(1) King Edward’s Letter to bishop Ridley, and the six reasons above specified, with these last
observations, were republished in London in 1641.—EDp.
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Edward myself as true a natural and humble sister, as they of the contrary opinion,

VI
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with all their devices and altering of laws, shall prove themselves true subjects;
praying you my lord, and the rest of the council, no more to trouble and
unquiet me with matters touchingmy conscience, wherein I am at a full point,
with God’s help, whatsoever shall happen to me; intending, with His grace, to
trouble you little with any worldly suits, but to bestow the short time I think
to live, in quietness, and pray for the king’s majesty and all you ; heartily wish-
ing, that your proceedings may be to God’s honour, the safeguard of the king’s
person, and quietness to the whole realm.

Moreover, whereas your desire is, that I should send my comptroller and
Dr. Hopton unto you, by whom you would signify your minds more amply, to
my contentation and honour ; it is not unknown to you all, that the chief charge
of my house resteth only u%on the travails of my said comptroller, who hath
not been absent from my house three whole days since the setting-up of the
same, unless it were for my letters patent : so that if it were not for his continual
diligence, I think my little portion would not have stretched so far. And my
chaplain, by occasion of sickness, hath been long absent, and is not yet able to
ride, Therefore, like as I cannot forbear my comptroller, and my priest is not

- able to journey, so shall I desire you my lord, and all the rest of the council, that,

having any thing to be declared to me, except matters of religion, ye will either
write your minds, or send some trusty person, with whom I shall be contented
to talk, and make answer as the case shall require: assuring you, that if any
servant of mine, either man or woman, or chaplain, should move me to the
contrary of my conscience, I would not give ear to them, nor suffer the like to
be used within my house. And thus, my lord, with my hearty commendations,
I wish unto you and the rest as well to do as myself.

From my house at Kenninghall, the 22d of June, 1549.
Your assured friend to my power,

Mary.

A Remembrance of certain Matters appointed by the Council to be
declared by Dr. Hopton to the Lady Mary’s Grace, for Answer to
her former Letter ; which said Hopton was, after she came to her
reign, Bishop of Norwich.

Her grace writeth, ¢that the law made by parliament is not worthy the name
of law;’ meaning the statute for the communion, etec.

You shall say thereto :—¢ The fault is great in any subject to disallow a law
of the king, a law of the realm; by long study, free disputation, and uniform
determination of the whole clergy, consulted, debated, and concluded : but the
greater fault is in her grace, being next of any subject in blood and estate to
the king’s majesty her brother and good lord, to give example of disobedience,
being a subject, or of unnaturalness, being his majesty’s sister, or of neglecting
the power of the crown, she being by limitation of law next to the same. The
example of disobedience is most perilous in this time, as she can well under-
stand: her unkindness resteth in the king’s own acceptation: the neglecting
of the power, before God is answerable, and in the world toucheth her honour.

¢ The executors,” she saith, ¢ were sworn to King Henry the Eighth’s laws.’

You shall say :—¢ It is true, they were sworn to him, his laws, his heirs,
and successors; which oath they duly observe, and should offend if they should
break any one jot of the king’s laws now being, without a dispensation by a
law. And herein her grace shall understand, that it is no law, which is dis-
solved by a law: neither may her grace do that injury to the king’s majesty
her brother, to diminish his authority so far, that he may not, by the free con-
sent of a parliament, amend and alter unprofitable laws, for the number of
inconveniences which hereof might follow; as her grace with consideration
may well perceive.’

¢ Offence taken by the sending for her officers.’
You shall say :—¢ If her grace consider the first letters of that purpose,
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they will declare our good meaning to her, and her gentle usage, requiring the Edwara
VI

presence of her trusty servant, because she might give more trust to our
message.’
¢ Her house is her flock.’

You shall say :—¢ It is well liked, her grace should have her house or flock,
but not exempt from the king’s orders: neither may there be a flock of the
king’s subjects, but such as will hear and follow the voice of the king their
shepherd. God disalloweth it; law and reason forbiddeth it; policy abhorreth
it; and her honour may not require it.’

¢Her grace deferveth her obedience to the king’s laws, until his majesty be
of sufficient years.’

You shall say :—¢ She could in no one saying more disallow the authority of
the king, the majesty of his crown, and the state of the realm. For herein she
suspendeth his kingdom, and esteemeth his authority by his age, not by his
right and title. Her grace must understand, he is a king by the ordinance of
God, by descent of royal blood, not by the numbering of his years.’

¢ As a creature subject to mortality, he hath youth: and, by God’s grace,
shall have age ; but, as a king, he hath no difference by days and years. The
Scripture plainly declareth it, not only young children to have been kings by
God’s special ordinance, but also (which is to be noted) to have had best suc-
cess in their reign, and the favour of God in their proceedings: yea, in their
first years have they most purely reformed the church and state of religion.
Therefore her grace hath no cause thus to diminish his majesty’s power, and
to make him, as it were, no king until she think him of sufficient years.
Wherein how much his majesty may be justly offended, they be sorry to think.’

She saith, ¢she is subject to none of the council.’

You shall say:—¢ If her grace understandeth it of us in that acceptation
as we beprivate men, and not councillors sworn to the king’s majesty, we
acknowledge us not to be superiors; but, if she understand her writing of us
as councillors and magistrates ordained by his majesty, her grace must be
contented to think us of authority sufficient, by the reason of our office, to
challenge a superiority; not to rule by private affection, but by God’s pro-
vidence; not to our estimation, but to the king’s honour; and, finally, to
increase the king’s estate with our council, our dignity and vocation. And we
think her grace will not forget the saying of Solomon, in the sixth chapter of
the Book of Wisdom, to move a king to rule by council and wisdom, and to
build his estate upon them. Wherefore her grace must be remembered, the
king’s majesty’s politic body is not made only of his own royal material body,
but of a council, by whom his majesty ruleth, directeth, and governeth his
realm: in the place of which council her grace is not ignorant that we be set
and placed. Wherefore the reputation she shall give us, she shall give it to
the king’s honour; and that which she shall take from us, she shall take from
his majesty, whose majesty, we think, if it might take increase or honour, as
God giveth a daily abundance, it should receive rather increase from her, being
his majesty’s sister, than thus any abatement. ,

¢ She received Master Arundel, and Master Englefield.

You shall say :—¢ All the council remembereth well her refusal to have her
house charged with any more number, alleging the small proportion for her
charge; and therefore it was thought to come more for their earnest suit,
meaning to be privileged subjects from the law, than of her desire, who refused
very often to increase her number. Their cautel the king might not suffer, to
have his law disobeyed ; their countries where they should serve, by them to
be destitute; and, having been servants to his majesty, the circumstances of
their departure might in no wise be liked.’

¢ She refused to hear any man to the contrary of her opinion.’

You shall say :— It is an answer more of will than of reason; and, there-

A.D.-
1549
to

1550.
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Edward fore, her grace must be admonished neither to trust her own opinion without

rI,

A.D
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to
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ground, neither to mislike all others having ground. If hers be good, it is no
hurt if she hear the worse: if it be ill, she shall do well to hear the better: she
shall not alter by hearing, but by hearing the better. And because she shall
not mislike the offer, let her grace name of learned men whom she will; and
further than they by learning shall prove, she shall not be moved. And so
far, it is thought, reason will compel her grace.’

In the end ye shall say :—¢ The good wills and minds of the lord protector
and the council are so much toward her grace, that howsoever she would herself
in honour he esteemed, howsoever in conscience quieted, yea howsoever bene-
fited, saving their duties to God and the king, they would as much; and in
their doings (if it please her to prove it) will be nothing inferiors; assuring her
grace, that they be most sorry that she is thus disquieted: and, if necessity of
the cause, the honour and surety of the king, and the judgment of their own
conscience moved them not, thus far they would not have attempted. But
their trust is, her grace will allow them the more, when she shall perceive the
cause, and think no less could be done by them, where she provoked them so
far.’

These and other of like credit, more amply committed to you in speech,
you shall declare to her grace; and further, declare your conscience
for the allowing of the manner of the Communion,! as ye have plainly
professed it before us.

At Richmond the 14th? of June, 1549.

A Letter of the Lady Mary, to the Lord Protector and the rest of
the Council, the 27th of June, 1549.

My lord, I perceive by letters directed from you, and other of the king's
majesty’s council, to my comptroller, my chaplain, and Master Englefield my
servant, that ye will them, upon their allegiance, to repair immediately to you;
wherein you gave me evident cause to change mine accustomed opinion of you
all: that is to say, to think you careful of my quietness and well doing, con-
sidering how earnestly I writ to you for the stay of two of them, and that not
without very just cause. And as for Master Englefield, as soon as he could

“ have prepared himself, having his horses so far off, although ye had not sent at

this present, he would have performed your request. But indeed I am much
deceived ; for I suppose ye would have weighed and taken my letiers in betier
part, if ye have received them ; if not, to have tarried my answer: and I not
to have found so little friendship, nor to have been used so ungently at your
hands, in sending for him upon whose travail doth rest the whole charge of my
whole house, as I writ unto you lately ; whose absence therefore shall be to me
and my said house no little displeasure, especially being so far off.” And beside
all this, I do greatly marvel to see your writing for him and the other two,
with such extreme words of peril to ensue towards them in case they did not
come, and specially for my comptroller, whose charge is so great, that he can-
not suddenly be meet to take a journey : which words, in mine opinion, needed
not (unless it were in some very just and necessary cause) to any of mine, who
taketh myself subject to none of you all; not doubting but, if the king’s
majesty my brother were of sufficient years to perceive this matter, and knew
what lack and incommodity the absence of my said officer should be to my
house, his grace would have been so good a lord to me, as to have suffered him
to remain where his charge is. Notwithstanding, I have willed him at this time
to repair to you, commanding him to return forthwith, for my very necessity’s
sake; and I have given the like leave to my poor sick priest also, whose life I
think undoubtedly shall be put to hazard by the wet and cold painful travail of
this journey. But, for my part, I assure you all, that since the king my father,
your late master and very good lord, died, I never took you for other than m

friends : but in this it appeareth contrary. And saving I thought verily that

{1) Note Dr. Hopton’s allowance of the Communion in those days.
(2) Judging by the documents before and after, this date is likely to have been June the 24th,
—Eb.



THE KING TO THE LADY MARY,

1

my former letters should have discharged this matter, I would not have troubled Edward

myself with writing the same ; not doubting but you do consider, that none of
you all would have been contented to have been thus used at your inferiors’

A.D

bands; I mean, to have had your officer, or any of your servants, sent for by |s=o'

force (as ye make it), knowing no just canse why. Wherefore I do not a little
marvel, that ye had not this remembrance towards me, who always have willed
and wished you as well to do as myself; and both have prayed and will pray
for you all, as heartily as for mine own soul, to Almighty God, whom I humbly
beseech to illuminate you all with his holy Spirit ; to whose mercy, also, I am
at a full point to commit myself, whatsoever shall become of my body. And
thus, with my commendations, I bid you all farewell.

From my house at Kenninghall, the 27th of June.
Your friend, to my power, though you give me contrary cause,
' Mary.

A Copy of the King’s Majesty’s Letter to the Lady Mary, the 24th
of January, 1550.

Right dear, &c.—We have seen by letters of our council, sent to you of late,
and by your answer thereunto, touching the cause of certain your chaplains
having offended our laws in saying of mass, their good and convenient advices,
and your fruitless and indirect mistaking of the same : which thing moveth us
to write at this time, that where good counsel from our council hath not pre-
vailed, yet the like from ourself may have due regard. The whole matter we
perceive rests in this, that you, being our next sister, in whom above all other
our subjects, nature should place the most estimation of us, would, wittingly
and purposely, not only break our laws yourself, but also have others maintained
to do the same. Truly, howsoever the matter may have other terms, other
sense it hath not; and, although by your letter it seemeth you challenge a
promise made, that so you may do; yet, surely, we know the promise had no
such meaning, neither to maintain, nor to continue your fault. You must know
this, sister; you were at the first time, when the law was made, borne withal,
not because you should disobey the law, but that, by our lenity and love showed,
you might learn to obey it. We made a difference of you from our other sub-
Jjects, not for that all others should follow our laws, and you only gainstand
them, but that you might be brought as far forward by love, as others were by
duty. The error wherein you would rest is double, and every part so great,
that neither for the love of God we can well suffer it unredressed, neither for
the love of you, can we but wish it amended. First, you retain a fashion in
honouring of God, who, indeed, thereby is dishonoured : and therein err you in
zeal for lack of science; and, having science offered you, you refuse it, not
because it is science, we trust (for then should we despair of you), but because
you think it is none. And, surely, in this we can best reprehend you, learning
daily in our school, that therefore we learn things because we know them not,
and are not allowed to say, We know not those things, or, We think they be not
good, and therefore we will not learn them. Sister, you must think nothing
can commend you more than reason, according to the which you have been
hitherto used ; and now, for very love, we will offer you reason ourself. If you
are persuaded in conscience to the contrary of our laws, you or your persuaders
shall freely be suffered to say what you or they can, so that you will hear what
shall be said again.

In this point, you see, I pretermit my estate, and talk with you as your
brother rather than your supreme lord and king. Thus should you, being
as well content to hear of your opinions as you are content to hold them, in
the end thank us as much for bringing you to light, as now, before you learn,
you are loth to see it. And if thus much reason with our natural love shall
not move you, whereof we would be sorry, then must we consider the other
part of your fault, which is the offence of our laws. For though, hitherto, it
hath been suffered in hope of amendment, yet now, if hope be none, how shall
there be sufferance? Our charge is to have the same care over every man’s
estate, that every man ought to have over his own. And in your own house
as you would be loth openly to suffer one of your servants, being next you,
most manifestly to break your orders, so must you think in our state it shall
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nearness to us in blood, your greatness in estate, the condition of this time,
maketh your fault the greater. The example is unnatural, that our sister should
do less for us than our other subjects. The cause is slanderous, for so great a
personage to forsake our majesty.

Finally, it is too dangerous in a troublesome commonwealth, to make the
people to mistrust a faction. We be young, you think, in years to consider
this. Truly, sister, it troubleth us somewhat the more ; for it may be, this evil,
suffered in you, is greater than we can discern; and so we be as much troubled
because we doubt whether we see the whole peril, as we be for that we see.
Indeed we will presume no further than our years give us; that is, in doubtful
things not to trust our own wits, but in evident things we think there is no
difference. If you should not do as other subjects do, were it not evident that
therein you should not be a good subject? Were it not plain, in that case, that
you should use us not as your sovereign lord? Again, if you should be suffered
to break our laws manifestly, were it not a comfort for others so to do? and if
our law be broken, and contemned, where is our estate? These things be so
plain, as we could almost have judged them six years past; and indeed it
grieveth us not a little, that you, who should be our most comfort in our young
years, should alone give us occasion of discomfort. Think you not but it must
needs trouble us ? and if you can so think, you ought, sister, to amend it. Our
natural love towards you, without doubt, is great ; and therefore diminish it not
yourself. If you will be loved by us, show some token of love towards us, that
we say not with the Psalm, ¢ Mala pro bonis mihi reddiderunt.” If you will be
believed, when by writing you confess us to be your sovereign lord, hear that
which in other things is often alleged, ¢ Ostende mihi fidem tuam ex factis
tuis.

In the answer of your letter to our council, we remember you stick only
upon one reason divided into two parts. The first is, that in matters of religion
your faith is none other, but as all Christendom doth confess. The next is, you
will assent to no alteration ; but wish things to stand as they did at our father’s
death. If you mean, in the first, to rule your faith by that you call Christen-
dom, and not by this church of England wherein you are a member, you shall
err in many points, such as our father and yours would not have suffered,
whatsoever you say of the standing-still of things as they were left by him.
The matter 1s too plain to write what may be gathered (and too perilous) to be
concluded against you. For the other part, if you like no alteration by our
authority, of things not altered by our father, you should do us too great an
injury. We take ourself, for the administration of this our commonwealth, to
have the same authority which our father had, diminished in no part, neither
by example of Scripture, nor by universal laws. The stories of Scripture be so
plenteous, as almost the best ordered church of the Israclites was by kings
younger than we be. Well, sister, we will not in these things interpret your
writings to the worst; Love and Charity shall expound them. But yet you
must not thereby be bold to offend in that whereunto, you see, your writings
might be wrested. To conclude; we exhort you to do your duty, and if any
impediment be thereof, not of purpose, you shall find a brotherly affection in us
to remedy the same. To teach and instruct you, we will give order; and so
procure you to do your duty willingly, that you shall perceive you are not used
merely as a subject, and only commanded, but as a daughter, a scholar, and a
sister, taught, instructed and persuaded : for the which cause, when you have
considered this our letter, we pray you that we may shortly hear from you.

The Lady Mary, to the King’s most excellent Majesty,
February 3d, 1550.

My duty most humbly remembered to your majesty, please it the same to
understand that I have received your letters by Master Throgmorton this bearer :
the contents whereof do more trouble me than any bodily sickness, though it
were even to the death; and the rather for that your highness doth charge me
to be both a breaker of your laws, and also an encourager of others to do the
like. I most humbly beseech your majesty to think, that I never intended
towards you otherwise than my duty compelleth me unto: that is, to wish your
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highness all honour and prosperity, for the which I do and daily shall pray. Eduara

And whereas it lll)leaseth your majesty to write, that I make a challenge of a
promise made ot

erwise than it was meant, the truth is, the promise could not 4 |

be denied before your majesty’s presence at my last waiting upon the same. 7550

And although, I confess, the ground of faith (whereunto I take reason to be but
an handmaid), and my conscience also, hath and do agree with the same, yet,
touching that promise, for so much as it hath pleased your majesty (God
knoweth by whose persuasion) to write, ‘it was not so meant;’ I shall most
humbly desire your highness to examine the truth thereof indifferently, and
either will your majesty’s ambassador, now being with the emperor, to inquire
of the same, if it be your pleasure to have him move it, or else to cause it to be
demanded of the emperor’'s ambassador here, although he were not within this
realm at that time. And thereby it shall appear, that in this point I have not
offended your majesty, if it may please you so to accept it. And albeit your
majesty (God be praised) hath at these years as much understanding and more,
than is commonly seen in that age, yet, considering you do hear but one part
(your highness not offended), I would be a suitor to the same, that till you were
grown to more petfect years, it might stand with your pleasure to stay in matters
touching the soul. So, undoubtedly, should your majesty know more, and hear
others, and nevertheless be at your liberty, and do your will and pleasure. And
whatsoever your majesty hath conceived of me, either by letters to your council,
or by their report, I trust in the end to prove myself as true to you, as any
subject within your realm ; and will by no means stand in argument with your
majesty, but in most humble wise beseech you, even for God’s sake, to suffer
me, as your highness hath done hitherto. It is for no worldly respect I desire
it, God is my judge; but rather than to offend my conscience, I would desire
of God tolose all that I have, and also my life; and, nevertheless, live and die
your humble sister and true subject. Thus, after pardon craved of your majesty
for my rude and bold writing, I beseech Almighty God to preserve the same in
honour, with as long continuance of health and life, as ever had noble king.

From Beaulieu, the third of February.
Your majesty’s most humble and unworthy sister,
Mary.
The Lady Mary to the Lords of the Council, the 4th of
December, 1550.

My lords, your letters dated the second of this present were delivered unto
me the third of the same: and whereas you write that two of my chaplains,
doctors Mallet and Barkly, be indicted for certain things committed by them
contrary to the king’s majesty’s laws, and process for them also awarded forth,
and delivered to the sheriff of Essex; I cannot but marvel they should be so
used, considering it is done, as I take it, for saying mass within my house: and
although I have been, of myself, minded always, and yet am, to have mass
within my house; yet I have been advertised that the emperor’s majesty hath
been promised, that I should never be unquieted nor troubled for my so doing,
as some of you, my lords, can witness, Furthermore, besides the declaration of
the said promise made to me by the emperor’s ambassador that dead is, from
his majesty, to put my chaplains more out of fear, when I was the last year with
the king’s majesty my brother, that question was then moved, and could not be
denied, but affirmed by some of you before his majesty to be true; being not
so much unquieted for the trouble of my said chaplains, as I am to think how
this matter may be taken, the promise to such a person being no better regarded.
And for mine own part, I thought full little to have received such ungentleness
at your hands, having always (God is my judge) wished unto the whole number
of you as to myself; and have refused to trouble you, or to crave any thing at
your hands, but your good will and friendship, which very slenderly appeareth
in this matter. Notwithstanding, to be plain with you, howsoever ye shall use
me or mine, with God’s help I will never vary from mine opinion touching my
faith. And if ye, or any of you, bear me the less good will for that matter, or
faint in your friendship towards me only for the same, I must and will be con-
tented, trusting that God will in the end show his mercy upon me; assurin
you, I would rather refuse the friendship of all the world (whereunto I trust?
shall never be driven), than forsake any point of my faith. I am not without




14

THE COUNCIL TO THE LADY MARY.

fidwara some hope that ye will stay this matter, not enforcing the rigour of the law

148

A D

1550.

against my chaplains. The one of them was not in my house these four months,
#hd Dr. Mallet, having my license, is either at Windsor, or at his benefice,
who, as I have heard, was indicted for saying mass out of my house; which was
not true. But indeed, the day before my removing from Woodham Walter, my
whole household in effect being gone to Newhall, he said mass there by mine
appointment. I see and hear of divers that do not obey your statutes and pro-
clamations, and nevertheless escape without punishment. Be ye judges if I be
well used, to have mine punished by rigour of a law, besides all the false bruits
that ye have suffered to be spoken of me. Moreover, my chaplain Dr. Mallet,
besides mine own commandiment, was not ignorant of the promise made to the
emperor, which did put him out of fear. I doubt not, therefore, but ye will
consider it as, by that occasion, no piece of friendship be taken away, nor I to
have cause but to bear yon my good will, as I have ({)one heretofore : for albeit
I could do you little pleasure, yet of my friendship ye were sure, as, if it had
lien in my power, ye should have well known. Thus, with my hearty com-
mendations to you all, I pray Almighty God to send you as much of his grace,
as I would wish to mine own soul.
From Beaulieu, the 4th of December.
Your assured friend to my power,
Mary.

The Council to the Lady Mary, the 25th of December, 1550.

After our due-commendationsto your grace. By your letters to us, as an
answer to ours, touching certain process against two of your chaplains, for say-
ing mass against the Jaw and statute of the realm, we perceive both the offence
of your chaplains is otherwise excused than the matter may bear, and also our
good wills otherwise misconstrued than we looked for. And for the first part,
whereas your greatest reason to excuse the offence of a law, is a promise made
to the emperor’s majesty, whereof you write, that first some of us be witnesses ;
next, that the ambassador for the emperor declared the same unto you; and
lastly, that the same promise was affirmed to you before the king’s majesty at
your last being with him: we have thought convenient to repeat the matter
from the beginning, as it hath hitherto proceeded ; whereupon it shall appear
how evidently your chaplains have offended the law, and you also mistaken
the promise. The promise is but one in itself, but by times thrice as you say
repeated : of which times, the first is chiefly to be considered, for upon that do
the other two depend.

It is very true the emperor made request to the king’s majesty, that you
might have liberty to use the mass in your house, and tobe as it were exempted
from the danger of the statute: to which request divers good reasons were
made, containing the discommodities that should follow the grant thereof, and
means devised rather to persuade you to obey and veceive the general and godly
reformation of the whole realm, than by a private fancy to prejudice a com-
mon order. But yet, upon earnest desire and entreaty made in the emperor’s
name, thus much was granted, that for his sake and your own also, it should be
suffered and winked at, if you had the private mass used in your own closet for
a season, until you might be better informed, whereof there was some hope,
having only with you a few of your own chamber, so that for all the rest of
your household the service of the realm should be used. and none other : further
than this the promise exceeded not. And, truly, such a matter it then seemed
to some of us, as indeed it was, that well might the emperor have required of
the king’s majesty a matter of more profit, but of more weight or difficulty to
be granted, his majesty could not. After this grant in words, there was, by
the ambassador now dead, oftentimes desired some writing, as a testimony os
the same. But that was ever denied; not because we meant to break the
promise, as it was made, but because there was daily hope of your reformation.

Now to the second time: you say, the emperor’s ambassador’s declaration
made mention of a promise to you. It might well so be; but, we think, no
otherwise than as it appeareth before written. If it were his fault, it was to
declare more than he heard: ours it may not be, that deny not what we have
said. As for the last time, when ye were with the king’s majesty, the same some
of us (whom by these words your letter noteth) do well remember, that no other
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thing was granted to you in this matter, but as the first promise was made t0 gyuqr

the emperor ; at which time you had too many arguments made to approve
the proceedings of the king’s majesty, and to condemn the abuse of the mass,
to think, that where the private mass was judged ungodly, there you should
have authority and ground to use it. About the same time, the ambassador
made means to have some testimony of the promise under the great seal; and
that not being heard, to have it but by a letter; and that, also, was not only
denied, but divers good reasons alleged, that he should think it denied with
reason, andso to be contented with an answer. It was told him, in reducing
that which was commonly called the mass to the order of the primitive church,
and the institution of Christ, the king’s majesty and his whole realm had their
conseiences well quieted ; against the which if any thing should be willingly
committed, the same should be taken as an offence to God, and a very sin
against a truth known. Wherefore, to license by open act such a deed, in the
conscience of the king’s majesty and his realm, were even a sin against God.
The most that might herein be borne, was, that the king’s majesty might,
upon hope of your grace’s reconciliation, suspend the execution of his law, so
that you would use the license as it was first granted. Whatsoever the ambas-
sador hath said to others, he had no other manmner of grant from us; nor,
having it thus granted, could allege any reason against it.

And whereas in your letter your grace noteth us as breakers of the promise
made to the emperor, it shall appear who hath broken the promise: whether
we, that have suffered more than we licensed; or you, that have transgressed
that which was granted. Now, therefore, we pray your grace confer the.doings
of your chaplains with every point of the premises; and, if the sume cannot
be excused, then think also how long the law hath been spared. If it prick
our consciences somewhat, that so much should be used as by the promise you
may claim, how much more should it grieve us to license more than you can
claim? And yet could we be content to bear a great burden to satisfy your
grace, if the burden pressed not our consciences so much as it doth; whereof
we must say as the apostle said, ¢ Gloriatio nostra est hae, testimonium con-
scientiz nostree.’

For the other part of your grace’s letter, by the which we see you miscon-
strue our good wills in writing to you, howsoever the law had proceeded against
your chaplains, our order in sending to you was to be liked, and therein, truly,
had we special regard of your grace’s degree and estate. And, because the
law itself respecteth not persons, we thought to give respect to you, first sig-
nifying to you what the law required, before it should be executed; that,
being warned, your grace might either think no strangeness in the execution,
or for an example of obedience cause it to be executed yourself. Others we
see perplexed with suddenness of matters: your grace we would not have un-
warned, to think any thing done on a sudden. Truly we thought it more com-
mendable for your grace to help the execution of a law, than to help the offence
of one condemned by law. And in giving you knowledge what the king’s laws
required, we looked for help in the execution, by you the king’s majesty’s sister.
The greater personage your grace is, the nigher to the king, so much more
ought your example to further his laws: for which cause it hath been called a
good commonwealth where the people obeyed the higher estates, and they obeyed
the laws. As nature hath joined your grace to the king’s majesty to love him
most entirely, so hath reason and law subdued you to obey him willingly. The
one and the other we doubt not but your grace remembereth : and as they both
be joined together in you his majesty’s sister, so, we trust, you will not sever
them ; for indeed your grace cannot love him as your brother, but you must
obey his majesty as his subject.

Example of your obedience and reverence of his majesty’s laws, is instead of
a good preacher to a great number of his majesty’s subjects, who, if they may
see in you negligence of his majesty, or his laws, will not fail, but follow on
hardly ; and then their fault is not their own but yours, by example ; and so
may the king’s majesty, when he shall come to further judgment, impute the
fault of divers evil people (which thing God forbid) to the sufferance of your
grace’s doings. And therefore we most earnestly, from the depth of our hearts,
desire it, that as nature hath set your grace nigh his majesty by blood, so your
love and zeal to his majesty will further his estate by obedience.

(78
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In the end of your letter two things be touched, which we canmot pretermit ;
the one is, you seem to charge us, with permission of men to break laws and
statutes. We think indeed it 1s too true, that laws and proclamations be broken
daily, the more pity it is ; but, that we permit them, we would be sorry to have
it proved. The other is, that we have suffered bruits to be spoken of youn : and
that also must be answered as the other. It is pity to see men so evil, as whom
they may touch with tales and infamies they care not, so they miss not the best.
Such is the boldness of people, that neither we can fully bridle them to raise
tales of you, nor of ourselves. And yet, whensoever any certain person may
be gotten, to be charged with any such, we never leave them unpunished.
Indeed the best way is, both for your grace, and us also, that when we cannot
find and punish the offender, let us say as he said that was evil spoken of, ¢ Yet
will I so live, as no credit shall be given to my backbiters.” Certainly, if we
had credited any evil tale of your grace, we would friendly have admonished
you thereof ; and so also proceeded, as either the tale-tellers should have been
punished, or else to have proved their tales. And, therefore, we pray your
grace to think no unkindness in us, that any evil bruits have been spread by
evil men; but think rather well of us, that, howsoever they were spread, we
believed them not.

Hitherto your grace seeth we have written, somewhat at length, of the pro-
misemade to you, and our meanings in our former writings. And now, for the
latter part of our letter, we will, as briefly as we can, remember to you two
special matters, whereof the one might suffice to reform your proceedings;
and both together, well considered, we trust shall do your grace much good.
The one is, the truth of that you be desired to follow; the other is, the com-
modity that thereby shall ensue. They both make a just commandment, and, -
because of the first the latter followeth, that first shall be entreated of. We
hear say, your grace refuseth to hear any thing reasoned coutrary to your old
determination ; wherein you may make your opinion suspicious, as that you are
afraid to be dissuaded. If your faith in things be of God, it may abide any
storm or weather; if it be but of sand, you do best to eschew the weather.
That which we profess, hath the foundation in Scriptures upon plain texts and
no glosses, the confirmation thereof by the use in the primitive church, not in
this latter corrupted. And indeed our greatest change is not in the substance
of our faith; no, nor in any one article of our creed; only the difference is,
that we use the ceremonies, observations, and sacraments of our religion, as the
apostles and first fathers in the primitive church did. You use the same that
corruption of time brought in, and very barbarousness and ignorance nourished;
and seem to hold for custom against the truth, and we for truth against custom.

Your grace, in one or two places of your letter, seemeth to speak earnestly in
the maintenance of your faith, and therein (so that your faith be according to
the Scriptures) we must have the like opinion. The saying is very good, if
the faith be sound. But, if every opinion your grace hath {we cannot tell how
conceived), shall be your faith, you may be much better instructed. St. Paul
teacheth you, that faith is by the word of God; and it was a true saying of him
that said, ‘Non qui cuivis credit fidelis est, sed qui Deo.” For where hath
your grace ground for such a faith, to think common prayer in the English
church should not be in English, that images of God should be set up in the
church, or that the sacrament of Christ’s body and bloed should be offered by
the priests for the dead; yea, or that it should be otherwise used than by the
Scripture it was instituted? Though you have no Scripture to maintain them,
we have evident Scriptures to forbid them. And although fault may be found,
that of late baptism hath been used in your grace’s house, contrary to law, and
utterly without license, yet is it the worse, that contrary to the primitive church,
it hath been in an unknown tongue, by the which the best part of the sacra-
ment is unused, and as it were a blind bargain made by the godfathers in a matter
of illumination : and thus in therest of the things in which your grace differeth
from the commeon order of the realm, where have you ground or reason but
from custom, which, oftentimes, is mother of many errors? And although in
civil things she may be followed, where she causeth quiet, yet not in religious,
where she excuseth no error, as in Leviticus it is said, ¢ Ye shall not do after
the custom of Egypt, wherein ye dwelled, nor after the custom of Canaan; no,
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and commandments.’

The points wherein your grace differeth in your faith, as you call it, may be
shewed where, when, how, and by whom, they began, since the gospel was
preached, the church was planted, and the apostles martyred; at which time
your faith depended upon the Scripture, and otherwise there was no necessity
to believe. For, as Jerome saith, ¢ Quod de scripturis non habet auctoritatem,
eddem facilitate contemuitur qua probatur.” And because your grace, as we
hear say, readeth sometimes the doctors, we may allege unto you two or three
places of other principal doctors. Augustine saith, * Cum Dominus tacuerit,
quis nostrQm dicat, illa vel illa sunt: aut si dicere audeat, unde probat? And
Chrysostome’s saying is not unlike : ¢ Multi, inquit, jactant Spiritum Sanctum;
sed qui propria loquuntur, falso illum preetendunt.” ~And if you will take their
meaning plain, read the fifth chapter of the first book of ¢ Ecclesiastica historia;’
and where Constantine had these words in the council, ‘In disputationibus,
inquit, rerum divinarum habetur prascriptis Spiritfis Sancti doctrina; evangelici
et apostolici libri cum prophetarum oraculis plene nobis ostendunt sensum Nu-
minis ; proinde, discordid positd, sumamus ex verbis Spiritils queestionum expli-
cationes.” What plainer sayings may be than these, to answer your fault?
Again too, infinite it were to remember your grace of the great number of par-
ticular errors (crept into the church), whereupon you make your foundation.
The fables of false miracles and lewd pilgrima%es may somewhat teach you.
Only this we pray your grace to remember with yourself, the two words that
the Father said of his Son Jesus Christ, ‘ Ipsum audite.’

To the second point, of the commodity that may follow your obedience, we,
having by the king’s authority in this behalf, the governance of this realm,
must herein be plain with your grace. And if our speech offend in the same,
then must your grace think it is our charge and office to find fault where it is,
and our part to amend it as we may. Most sorry truly we be, that your grace,
whom we should otherwise honour for the king’s majesty’s sake, by your own
deeds should provoke us.to offend you; we do perceive great discornmodity to
the realm by your grace’s singularity (if it may be so named) in opinion; and
in one respect, as you are sister to our sovercign lord and master, we most
humbly beseech your grace to show your affection continually towards him, as
becometh a sister. And as your grace is a subject, and we councillors to his
majesty’s estate, we let you know that the example of your grace’s opinion
hindereth the good weal of this realm, which thing we think is not unknown
to you; and, if it be, we let your grace know it is too true. For God’s sake
we beseech your grace, let nature set before your eyes the young age of the
king your brother: let reason tell you the looseness of the people. How then
can you, without a wailing heart, think that you should be the cause of dis-
turbance? If your grace see the king, being the ordinary ruler under God,
not only of all others in the realm, but of you also, call his people by ordinary
laws one way, with what heart can your grace stay yourself without following ;
much worse to stay others that would follow their sovereign lord? Can it be a
love in you to forsake him, his rule and law, and take a private way by your-
self? if it be not love, it is much less obedience. If your grace think the king’s
majesty to be over his people, as the head in a man’s body is over the rest, not
only in place but in dignity and science, how can you, being a principal mem-
ber in the same body, keep the nourishment from the head?

We pray your grace most earnestly, think this thing so much grieveth us, as
for our private affection and good wills to you though we should dissemble, yet
for our public office we cannot but plainly inform your grace, not doubting but
that your wisdom can judge what our office is, and, if it were not your own
cause, we know your grace by wisdom could charge us, if we suffered the like
in any other. Truly every one of us apart honoureth your grace for our
master’s sake, but when we join together in public service, as in this writing
we do, we judge it not tolerable, to know disorder, to see the cause, and leave
it unamended. For though we would be negligent, the world would judge us.
And therefore we do altogether eftsoons require your grace, in the king’s ma-
jesty’s name, that if any of your two chaplains, Mallet or Barkley, be returned, or
as soon as any of them shall return to your grace’s house, the same may be, by
your grace’s commandment or order, sent and delivered to the sheriff of Essex,
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his crown, to attach them; or, if that condition shall not like your grace, yet
that then he may be warned from your grace’s house, and not kept there, to be
as it were defended from the power of the law. Which thing we think surely
neither your grace will mean, nor any of your council assent thereto.

And so, to make an end of our letter, being long for the matter, and hitherto
deferred for our great business, we trust your grace first seeth how the usage of
your chaplains differeth from the manner of our license, and what good intent
moved us to write to you in our former letters; lastly, that the things whereunto
the king and the whole realm hath consented, be not only lawful and just by
the policy of the realm, but also just and godly by the laws of God. So that if
we, which have charge under the king, should willingly consent to the open
breach of them, we could neither discharge ourselves to the king for our duties,
neither to God for our conscience; the consideration of which things we pray
Almighty God, by his holy Spirit, to lay in the bottom of your heart, and there-
upon to build such a profession in you, as both God may have his true honour,
the king his due obedience, the realm concord, and we most comfort. For all
the which we do heartily pray, and therewith, for the continuance of your
grace’s health to your heart’s desire.

From Winchester, the 25th of December, 1550.

The Lady Mary to the Lords of the Cauncil, the 2d of May, 1551.

My lords, after my hearty commendations to you, although both I have been,
and alsé am, loth to trouble you with my letters, yet nevertheless the news
which I have lately heard touching my chaplain, Dr. Mallet, forceth me there-
unto at this present; for I hear, by credible report, that you have committed
him to the Tower, which news seems to me very strange. Notwithstanding I
thought it good by these to desire you to advertise me what is the cause of his
imprisonment, assuring yon I would be sorry that any of mine should deserve
the like punishment, and there is no creature within the king’s majesty’s
realm would more lament, that any belonging to them should give just cause so
to be used, than I would do; who would have thought much friendship in you,
if you had given me knowledge wherein my said chaplain had offended, before
you had ministered such punishment unto him, eftsoons requiring you to let me
know by this bearer the truth of the matter. And thus, thanking you for the
short dispatch of the poor merchant of Portugal, I wish to you all no worse
than to myself, and so bid you farewell.

From Beaulieu, the 2d of May.
Your friend to my power,
Mary,

The Council to the Lady Mary, the 6th of May, 1551.

After our humble commendations to your grace: we have received your
letters of the second of this month, by the which your grace seemeth to take it
strangely that Dr. Mallet is committed to prison, whereof we have the more
marvel, seeing it hath been heretofore signified unto you, that he hath offended
the king’s majesty’s laws, and was therefore condemned; and your grace hath
been by our letters earnestly desired, that he might be delivered to the sheriff
of Essex, according to the just process of the law, to the which all manner of
persons of this realm be subject. Wherefore, howsoever it seem strange at
this time to your grace, that he is imprisoned, it may seem more strange to
others that he hath escaped it thus long; and, if the place, being the Tower,
move your grace not to impute his imprisonment to his former offence, then we
pray your grace to understand that indeed it is for the very same, and the place
of the imprisonment to be at the king’s majesty’s pleasure, from whom, besides
the charge of his laws, we have express commandment to do that we do. And
so we beseech your grace to think of us, that neither in this case, nor in any
other, we mean to do any other than minister; and see, as much as in our
power lieth, justice ministered indifferently to all persons. Which doing, then
we think your grace should not think it any lack of friendship that we did not
certify you of the offence of your chaplain, although indeed the cause hath
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already been certified. And we trust your grace, both of your natural near- Edwerd
ness to the king’s majesty, and your own good wisdom, will not mislike our 7%

ministry in the execution of the laws of the realm, and the pleasure of the ~ A D,
king’s majesty. So we wish to your grace, from the bottom of our heart, the i 5. 50'
grace of Almighty God, with the riches of his holy gifts. :

The Lady Mary to the Council, the 11th of May, 1551.

My lords, it appeareth by your letters of the sixth of this present, which 1
have received, that the imprisonment of my chaplain, Dr. Mallet, is for saying
of mass; and that he was condemned for the same. Indeed, I have heard that
he was indicted, but never condemned. Nevertheless I must needs contess and
say, that he did it but by my commandment; and I said unto him, that none
of my chaplains should be in danger of the law for saying mass in my house.
And thereof to put him out of doubt, the emperor's ambassador that dead is,
declared unto him hefore that time, how and after what sort the promise was
made to his majesty, whereby it appeareth that the man hath not in that will-
ingly offended.  Wherefore I pray you to discharge him of imprisonment, and
set him at liberty. If not, ye minister cause not only to him, but to others, to
think that I have declared more than was trne; which I would not wittingly
do, to gain the whole world. And herein, as I have often said, the emperor’s
majesty can be best judge; and, to be plain with you, according to mine old
custom, there is not one amongst the whole number of you all, that would be
more loth to be found untrue of their word than I. And well I am assured,
that none of you have found it in me. My lords, I pray you seek not so much
my dishonour as to disprove my word, whereby it shall appear too plain, that
you handle me not well. And if you have cause to charge my chaplain for this
matter, lay that to me, and I will discharge it again, by your promise made to the
emperor’s majesty, which you cannot rightfully deny ; wishing rather that you
had refused it in the beginning, than, after such promise made, and to such a
person, to scem to go from it; which, my lords, as your very friend I heartily
desire you to consider, and to give me no cause to think you otherwise than my
friends, considering I have always, and yet do (God is my judge) wish to you
all no worse, neither in souls nor bodies, than to myself. And so, with my
hearty commendations, I commit you all to God.

From Beaulieu, the 11th of May.
Your assured friend to my power,
Mary.

The Council to the Lady Mary, the 27th of May, 1551.

After our due commendations to your grace : although the same receiveth not
answer so soon as perchance was looked for upon the return of your grace’s
servant, yet we doubt not but your grace, understanding that whereas we have
matters of estate pertaining to the king’s majesty in hand (as indeed we have
had of late the deferring of the answer, in a matter being no greater), requireth
to be borne withal. And touching the answer of your grace’s letter for Dr.
Mallet, we pray your grace to understand, that although you write, ‘he was
indicted, but not condemned,” and so seem to take exception at the manner of
his imprisonment; yet, if they which informed your grace of that manner of
reason in the law, were as well disposed to please your grace with truth, as the
reason indeed is not true, then should they have told your grace, that, by the
act of parliament, if either Mallet hath been convicted by the oaths of twelve
men, or that the fact have been notorious, then the punishment doth follow
justly. The truth of the one and the other way of conviction in this case is
notorious enough, besides his flying from the process of the law.

And whereas your grace, to relieve him, would take the fault upon yourself,
we are sorry to perceive your grace so ready to be a defence to one that the
king’s law doth condemn. Nevertheless, he is not punished because your grace
bade him and willed him to do that which was an offence, but he is punished
for doing it. And if we should not so see the king’s laws executed without
respect, it might appear that we have too much neglected our duty ; and for
that your grace taketh it as a discredit to yourself, that he should be punished
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that so promise was made to the emperor, it hath been both written and said to
your grace what is truth in that behalf. And howsoever that your grace pre-
tendeth your license to have mass said before yourself, for a time of your recon-
ciliation, it had been far out of reason to have desired that whosoever was your
chaplain, might say mass in any house that was yours, when your grace’s self
was not there: for so is Dr. Mallet’s offence, for saying mass at one of your
houses where your grace was not, which thing as it was never granted, so do
we not remember that ever it was demanded. The suit that hath been at any
time made, either by the emperor’s ambassador that dead is, or by him that
now is, was never but in respect of your grace, and not to be taken that the
emperor or his ambassador meant to privilege Master Doctor Mallet, or any
other, to say mass out of your presence. Wherefore, as we do plainly write to
your grace, so we do pray you to take it in good part, and think we be as ready
to do our due reverence towards your grace in any thing we may do with our
duty to our master, as any your grace may command ; and of such wisdom we
know your grace to be, that ye should judge the better of us, for that we be.
diligent to see the laws of the realm executed, wherein resteth the strength and
safeguard of the king’s majesty, our sovereign lord and master.

The Lady Mary to the Lords of the Council, the 21st of June, 1551.

My lords, aithough I received by my servant, this bearer (who lately deli-
vered unto you my letters, wherein I desired to have my chaplain Dr. Mallet
discharged of his imprisonment), your gentle message in general words, for the
which I give you most hearty thanks; yet have I no knowledge whether you
will set him at liberty or no; but I think that your weighty affairs at that time
was the let and cause ye did not write, for else T doubt not but ye would have
answered me. Wherefore not being satisfied, and understanding ye would
gladly pleasure me, I thought good eftsoons to desire you that my said chaplain
may have his liberty, wherein I assure you ye shall much gratify me, being not
a little troubled that he is so long in prison without just cause, seeing the mat-
ter of his imprisonment is discharged by the promise made to the emperor’s
majesty, as in my late letter I declared unto you. Wherefore, my lords, I pray
you let me have knowledge by this bearer, how ye will use me in this matter ;
wherein if ye do pleasure me accordingly, then shall it well appear that ye re-
gard the aforesaid promise, and I will not forget your gentleness therein, Gud
willing, but requite it to my power. And thus, with my hearty commendations
to you all, I bid you farewell.

From Beaulieu, the 21st of June.
Your assured friend to my power,
Mary.
The Council to the Lady Mary, the 24th of June, 1551.

After our humble commendations to your grace, we have received your
grace’s letter of the 21st hereof, wherein is received the same request that in
your former letters hath been made for the release of Dr. Mallet; and therein
also your grace seemeth to have looked for the same answer of your former
letter, the which indeed partly was omitted (as your grace conjectureth) by the
reason of the king’s majesty’s affairs, wherewith we be thoroughly occupied :
partly for that we had no other thing to answer than you had heretofore heard
in the same matter. And therefore whereas your grace desiveth a resolute
answer, we assure the same we be right sorry for the matter, and that it should
be your grace’s chance to move it, sith we cannot, with our duties to the king’s
majesty, accomplish your desire. So necessary a thing it is to see the laws of
the realm executed indifferently in all manner of persons, and in these cases of
contempt of the ecclesiastical orders of this church of England, that the same
may not, without the great displeasure of God, and the slander of the state, be
neglected : and therefore your grace may please to understand, that we have
not only punished your chaplain, but all such others whom we find in like case
to have disobeyed the laws of the king’s majesty.

And touching the excuse your grace oftentimes useth, of a promise made, we
assure your grace, none of us all, nor any other of the council, as your grace
hath been certified, hath ever been privy to any such promise, otherwise than
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hath been written. And in that matter your grace bad plain answer both by
us of the king’s majesty’s council, at your being last in his majesty’s presence;
and therein also your grace might perceive his majesty’s determination ; where-
unto we beseech your grace not only to incline yourself, but also to judge well
of us that do addict ourselves to do our duties. ~And so also shall we be ready
to do, with all our hearts, our due reverence toward your grace, whose preser-
vation we commend to Almighty God with our prayer.

The Lady Mary to the King’s Majesty, the 19th of August, 1551.

My duty most humbly remembered to your majesty, it may please the same
to be advertised, that I have received by my servants your most honourable
letters, the contents whereof do not a little trouble me; and so much the more,
for that any of my said servants should move or attempt me in matters touch-
ing my soul, which I think the meanest subject within your highness’s realm
could evil bear at their servants’ hands; having, for my part, utterly refused
heretofore to talk with them in such matters, and of all other persons least re-
garded them therein, to whom I have declared what I think, as she which
trusted that your majesty would have suffered me, your poor sister and beads-
woman, to have used the accustomed mass, which the king, your father, and
mine, with all his predecessors, did evermore use : wherein also I have been
brought up from my youth. And thereunto my conscience doth not only bind
me, which by no means will suffer me to think one thing, and do another, but
also the promise made to the emperor by your majesty’s council was an as-
surance to me, that in so doing I should not offend the laws, although they
seem now to qualify and deny the thing. And at my last waiting upon your
majesty, I was so bold to declare my mind and conscience in the same, and de-
sired your highness, rather than you should constrain me to leave mass, to take
away my life; whereunto your majesty made me a very gentle answer.

And now I most humbly beseech your highness, to give me leave to write
what T think touching your majesty’s letters. Indeed, they be signed with your
own hand, and nevertheless (in mine opinion) not your majesty’s in effect, be-
cause it is well known (as heretofore I have declared in the presence of your
highness), that although, our Lord be praised, your majesty hath far more
knowledge and greater gifts than others of your years, yet it is not possible that
your highness can at these years be a judge in matters of religion ; and there-
fore I take it that the matter in your letters proceedeth from such as do wish
those things to take place which be most agreeable to themselves, by whose
doings, your majesty not offended, I intend not to rule my conscience. And
thus, without molesting your highness any further, I humbly beseech the same,
even for God’s sake, to bear with me as you have done; and not to think that
by my doings or example any inconvenience might grow to your majesty or
your realm ; for I use it not after such sort: putting no doubt but in time to
come, whether I live or die, your majesty shall perceive that mine intent is
grounded upon a true love towards you, whose royal estate I beseech Almighty
God long to continue, which is and shall be my daily prayer, according to my
duty. And, after pardon craved of your majesty for these rude and bold letters,
if neither at my humble suit, nor for the regard of the promise made to the
emperor, that your highness will suffer and bear with me as you have done, till
your majesty may be a judge herein yourself, and rightly understand their pro-
ceedings (of which your goodness yet I despair not): otherwise, rather than to
offend God and my conscience, I offer my body at your will; and death shall
be more welcome than life with a troubled conscience : most humbly beseeching
your majesty to pardon my slowness in answering your letters; for mine old
disease would not suffer me to write any sooner. And thus I pray Almighty
God, to keep your majesty in all virtue and honour, with good health and long
life to his pleasure.

From my poor house at Copped-Hall, the 19th of August.
Your majesty’s most humble sister,
Mary.

The King’s Answer to the Lady Mary, the 24th of August, 1551,

Right dear and right entirely beloved sister, we greet you well, and let you
know that it grieveth us much to perceive no amendment in you, of that which
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quillity of our realm, have so long desired; assuring you that our sufferance
hath much more demonstration of natural love, than contentation of our
conscience, and foresight of our safety. Wherefore, although you give us occa-
sion, as much almost as in you is, to diminish our natural love; yet we be loth
to feel it decay, and mean not to be so careless of you as we be provoked.

And therefore, meaning your weal, and therewith joining a care not to be
found guilty in our conscience to God, having cause to require forgiveness that
we have so long, for respect of love toward you, omitted our bounden duty, we
send at this present our right trusty and right well-beloved councillor, the lord
Rich, chancellor of England, and our trusty and right well-beloved councillors,
sir A. W., knight, comptroller of our household, and sir W. P., knight, one of
our principal secretaries, in messuge to you, touching the order of your house,
willing you to give them firm credit in those things they shall say to you from
us, and do there in our name.

Given under our signet at our castle of Windsor, the 24th of August, iu
the fifth year of our reign.

A Copy of the King’s Instructions, given to the said Lord Chan-
cellor, and to Sir A. W. and W. P. Kuights, etc., the 24th of
August, 1551,

First, you the said lord chancellor, and your colleagues, shall make your
immediate repair to the said lady Mary, giving to her his majesty’s hearty
commendations, and show the cause of your coming to be as followeth,

Although his majesty hath long time, as well by his majesty’s own mouth
and writing, as by his council, travailed that the said lady, being his sister,
and a principal subject and member of his realm, should both be indeed, and
also show herself, conformable to the laws and ordinances of the realm, in
the profession and rites of religion, using all the gentle means of exhortation
and advice that could be devised, to the mtent that the reformation of the fault
might willingly come of herself, as the expectation and desire of his majesty,
and all good wise men was; yet, notwithstanding his majesty seeth that
hitherto no manner of amendment hath followed, but, by the continuance of
the error, and manifest breach of his laws, no small peril consequently may hap
to the state of his realm; especially the sufferance of such a fault being directly
to the dishonour of God, and the great offence of his majesty’s conscience, and
all other good men; and therefore of late, even with the consent and advice of
the whole state of his privy council, and divers others of the nobility of his
realm, whose names ye may repeat, if you think convenient, his majesty did
resolutely determine it just, necessary, and expedient, that her grace should
not, in any wise, use or maintain the private mass, or any other manner of ser-
vice than such as, by the law of the realm, is authorized and allowed.

And, to participate this his majesty’s determination to her grace, it was
thought in respect of a favourable proceeding with herself, to have the same
not only to be manifested by her own officers and servants, being most esteemed
with her, but also to be executed with them in her house, as well for the quiet
proceediug in the very matter, as for the less molesting of her grace with any
message by strangers, in that time of her solitariness, wherein her grace was
then, by reason of the late sickness. For which purpose her three servants,
Rochester, Englefield, and Waldgrave, were sent in message in this manner :
first, to deliver his majesty’s letter to her; next to discharge the complaints of
saying mass, and prohibiting all the household from hearing any. Wherein the
king’s majesty perceiveth upon their own report, being returned to the court,
how negligently, and indeed how falsely, they have executed their cowmand-
ment and charge; contrary to the duty of good subjects, and to the manifest
contempt of his majesty. Insomuch as manifestly they have, before his
majesty’s council, refused to do that which pertaineth to every true faithful
snbject, to the offence so far of his majesty, and derogation of his authority,
that in no wise the punishment of them could be forborne: and yet, in the
manner of the punishment of them, his majesty and his council have such con-
sideration and respect of her person, being his sister, that without doubt his
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majesty could not with honour have had the like consideration or favour in the Edwara

punishment of the dearest councillor he hath, if any of them had so offended.
And therefore his majesty hath sent you three, not only to declare to her grace

the causes of their sending thither of late his officers in message, but also the |

causes of their absence now presently; and further, in the default of the said
officers, to take order, as well with her chaplains, as with the whole household,
that his majesty’s laws may be there observed. And in the communication with
her, you shall take occasion to answer, in his majesty’s name, certain points of
her letter, sent now lately to his majesty ; the copy of which letter is now also
sent to you to peruse, for your better instruction how to proceed therein. First,
her allegation of the promise made to the emperor, must be so answered, as the
truth of the matter serveth, whergof every of you have heard sufficient testimony
divers times in the council.

For her offering of her body at the king’s will, rather than to change her
conscience, it grieveth his majesty much, that her conscience is so settled in
error, and yet no such thing is meant of his majesty, nor of any one of his
council, once to hurt, or will evil to her body; but, even from the bottom of
their heart, they wish to her ¢ mentem sanam in corpore sano.” And therefore
ye shall do very well to persuade her grace, that this proceeding cometh only
of the conscience the king hath to avoid the offence of God, and of necessary
counsel and wisdom to see his laws in so weighty causes executed. Item,
because it is thought that Rochester had the care and consideration of her
grace’s provision of household, and by his absence the same might be disordered
or disfurnished, his majesty hath sent a trusty skilful man of his own household,
to serve her grace for the time; who also is sufficiently instructed by Rochester
of the state of her things of household. And if there shall be any thing lacking
in the same, his majesty’s pleasure is, that his servant shall advertise his own
chief officers of household, to the intent, if the same may be supplied of any
store here, or other where helped conveniently, her grace shall not lack.

Item, Having thus proceeded with her grace, as for the declarations of the
causes of your coming, ye shall then cause to be called before you the chaplains,
and all the rest of the household there present; and, in the king’s majesty’s name,
most straitly forbid the chaplains either to say or use any mass or kind of ser-
vice, other than by the law is authorized. And likewise ye shall forbid all the
rest of the company to be present at any such prohibited service, upon pain to
be most straitly punished, as worthily falling into the danger of the king’s
indignation; and alike charge to them all, that if any such offence shall be
openly or secretly committed, they shall advertise some of his majesty’s council.

* In the which clause ye shall use the reasons of their natural duty and alle-
glance that they owe as subjects to their sovereign lord, which derogateth all
other earthly duties.

Item, If you shall find either any of the priests, or any other person, disobe-
dient to this order, ye shall commit them forthwith to prison, as ye shall think
convenient.

Item, Forasmuch as ye were privy to the determination at Richmond,! and
there understood how necessary it was to have reformation herein; his majesty,
upon the great confidence he hath in your wisdom and uprightness, remitteth
to your discretion the manner of the proceeding herein, if any thing shall chance
to arise there that in your opinions might, otherwise than according to these
instructions, conduce you to the execution of your charge; which, in one sum,
is to avoid the use of the private mass, and other unlawful service, in the house
of the said lady Mary.

Item, Ye shall devise by some means as you may, to have understanding
after your departure, how the order you give is observed, and as you shall judge
fit, to certify hither.

E.8, Ww, LW, LB, WN,
W.H, F.H, LG, T.D, W.C.

(1) A.D. 1550.
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THE STORY OF STEPHEN GARDINER.

Bere folloteth the Wistorp of the Doings and Attempts of Stephen
Gardiner, [ate BVishop of Winchester,
WITH THJX PROCESS OF HIS ARTICLES AND EXAMINATIONS
UPON THE SAME.!

*Now? that we have discoursed the process, doings, and examina-
tions of Eidmund Bonner, followeth next in order the Story of Stephen
Gardiner bishop of Winchester, in process not much unlike to the
other; in stoutness alike arrogant and glorious; in craft and subtlety
going hefore him, although the order and time of his examinations
came behind him.

This Gardiner, having precept and commandment given unto him
by the king to preach upon certain points which they had him in sus-
picion for, in much like sort as Bonner did before, showed himself,
i performing the same, both stubborn and wilful, as was declared of
the other before. Whereupon the next day afer his sermon ensuing,
being arrested by sir Anthony Wingfield and sir Ralph Sadler, knights,
accompanied with a great number of the guard, he was committed to
the Tower ; from whence, at length, he was brought to Lambeth, to his
examinations, whereof more shall be said hereafter (Christ permitting)
at large. In the mean time to comprehend and collect all things in
order, first, we will begin with the beginning of his deserved trouble :
how he was committed to keep his house, and afterwards had to the
Fleet; and what letters he wrote, as well to others as especially to
the lord protector ; whose answers again to the said bishop, as many
as came to our hands, we have thereto annexed, by the example and
copy of which his letters, here being expressed for thee, gentle reader,
to peruse, thou mayest easily perceive and understand the proud and
glorious spirit of that man, his stubborn contumacy against the king,
and malicious rebellion against God and true religion, with sleight and
craft enough to defend his peevish purposes.®

THE EXAMPLES AND COPIES OF CERTAIN LETTERS® WRITTEN BY
STEPHEN GARDINER, BISHOP OF WINCHESTER, CONTAINING
DIVERS MATTERS NOT UNWORTHY TO BE XNOWN FOR
THIS PRESENT HISTORY.

Winchester to the Lord Protector, in consequence of a Sermon of
the Bishop of St. David’s.

May it please your grace to understand, that I have noted some points
in my lord of St. David’s sermon,* which I send unto you herewith, whereby to
declare unto you some part what I think, for the whole I cannot express.
Somewhat I shall encumber you with my babbling, but he hath encumbered
some friends more with his tattling. And alas, my lord! this is a piteous case,
that having so much business as ye have, these inward disorders should be

{1) Although the first imprisonment of Stephen Gardiner, bishop of Winchester, in order of time
was before the deprivation of bishop Bonner; yet, forsomuch as he was not deposed from his
bishopric till the next or second year after, which was 1551, I have therefore driven off the history
of the said bishop of Winchester to this present place.

(2) This history of Stephen Gardiner, bishop of Winchester, is arranged as it is in the first edition
of the Acts and Monuments, to which Foxe refers the reader in all his subsequent editions. See
Edition 1563, p. 728.—Eb.

(3) To obviate much confusion in the dates, the editor has altered the arrangement of the fol-
lowing five letters.—Eb.

(4) He noteth Master Barlow. [He was consecrated bishop of St. Asaph in 1535, and in 1536 he
was removed to St. Davids, which see he retained for about thirteen years: from thence he was
translated first to Bath and Wells, and then to Winchester, See Godwin, p. 514,—Eb.]
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added unto them, to the courage of such as would this realm any ways evil. gpipaq
For this is the thing they would desire, with hope thereby to disorder this 7L
realm, being now a time rather to repair that which needeth reparation, than

to make any new buildings which they pretend. Quiet, tranquillity, unity, and 754~
concord shall maintain estimation :! the contrary may animate the enemy to
attempt that which was never thought on, which God forbid. 550

There was never attempt of alteration made in England, but upon comfort i
of discord at home; and woe be to them that mind it! If my lord of St.
David’s, or such others, have their head encumbered with any new platform, I
would wish they were commanded, between this and the king’s majesty’s full
age, to draw the plat, diligently to hew the stones, dig the sand, and chop the
chalk, in the unseasonable time of building; and, when the king’s majesty
cometh to full age, to present their labours to him; and, in the mean time, not
to disturb the state of the realm,® whereof your grace is protector; but that
you may, in every part of religion, laws, lands, and decrees (which four con-
tain the state), deliver the same unto our sovereign lord, according unto the
trust you be put in; which shall be much to your honour, and as ail honest
men wish and desire: to which desired effect there can be nothing so noisome
and contrarious as trouble and disquiet. Wherein your grace shall be specially
troubled, as on whose shoulders all the weight lieth; and whatsoever shall
happen amiss by the faults of others, shall be imputed to your grace, as doer
thereof, or wanting foresight in time to withstand the same. And albeit that
your mind be not faulty in either, yet, if the effect be not to the realm as it
were to be wished, the prince, though he were of age, should be excused, and
the governors bear the blame. And this is the infelicity of pre-eminence and
authority, and specially in this realm, as stories make mention, which should
not discourage you, for you need fear nothing without, if quiet be reserved at
home ; and at home, if the beginning be resisted, the intended folly may
easily be interrupted. But if my brother of St. David’s may, like a champion
with his sword in his hand, make entry for the rest, the door of license opened,
there shall more by folly thrust in with him than your grace would wish.?

Thus, as I think, I write homely to your grace, because you were content I
should write, wherein I consider only to have all things well. And because
your grace is the protector and the chief director of the realm, to present unto
your wisdom what my folly is, I have been oftentimes blamed for fearing over-
much, and yet I havehad an inkling that they that so blamed me, feared even as
much as [ Being in the state that you be 1n, it shall be ever commendable to
foresee the worst. In quiet ye be strong, in trouble ye be greatly weak, and
bring yourself in danger of one part, when parties be, therewith one to scourge
the other: whereas, in concord, they be both yours, in an honest, reverent,
lowly fear to do their duty; which, I doubt not, your wisdom can consider,
and consider also how noisome any other outward encumber might be, in the
time of the minority of our sovereign lord. I told the emperor’s council, that
our late sovereign lord did much for the emperor, to enter war with him, and
to put his realm in his old days in the adventure of fortune, whether he should
enjoy it or no; for that is the nature of war. And sometimes the contemned
and abject have had the upper hand. And when ye administer the realm for
another, it were a marvellous question of him that shall enjoy the realm to say,
‘What meant you, in the time of administration to adventure my realm? Why
took ye not rather, for the time of my minority, any peace, whatsoever it were?
which is better than the best war, as some men have written.

I know you have authority sufficient, and wisdom plenty, and I};et, being winches-
entered to write, I forget for the time what ye be, and commune with you as I teragainst
were talking at Brussels with you, devising of the world at large. And if I gf&;jﬁﬁ;
were sworn to say what I think of the state of the world, I would, for a time, Scotland.
let Scots be Scots, with despair to have them, unless it were by conquest, which
shall be a goodly enterprise for our young master, when he cometh to age.

And, in the mean time, prepare him money for it, and set the realm in an order

(1) Where quiet and tranquillity goeth with right formed religion, by all means it is to be main-
tained ; but, contrary, where God’s religion lacketh its right, there the second table must give place
to the first,

(2) This bishop reasoneth here as one having more respect to worldly tranquillity than to Christ’s
glory.
® (3) Wily Winchester, under pretence of giving sage counsel, craftily goeth about to incense and
set the lord protector against all good men, and all godly proceedings
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which it hath need of.t  And for a stay, if the emperor would offer the daugh-
ter of the king of Romans, as he did, do with him in our master’s minority, as
he did with us in his, whereby all this hath chanced unto him. And by this
alliance your estimation shall increase, and our sovereign lord’s surety not a
little increase and be augmented. For of France it must be taken for a rule,
¢ They be so wanton, they cannot do well longer than they see how they may
be scourged, if they do not.” Here is all the wit that I have, which I offer unto
you upon this occasion of writing, and shall pray God to put into your mind
that which shall be for the best, as I trust he will; and, in the mean time, to
extinguish this barbarous contention at home, which can serve only to do hurt,
and no good. T had fashioned a letter to Master Ridley,? which I send unto
your grace, and encumber you with these melancholy writings, engendered of
this fondness, which be not worth the reading. And so it may like you to use
them, for having heard that which ye have said unto me, and otherwise heard
and seen what you do, I shall go occupy my wit in other matters; and now
such as have found enterprises shall see, that I letted not their follies (which
they called God’s word):® but for his time the king our sovereign lord that
dead is; and after his time you have done much to your honour and reputation ;¢
howsoever any shall be here not contented ; which miscontentation hath been
so fond in some, as they have burst out and wished, that they might, without
breach of his laws, kill me ; which is to me a token of a marvellous fury, which
hath been cause why I am glad both to depart hence, and to depart the sooner,
and pray to God to order all things for the best, with preservation of our sove-
reign lord, and increase of your grace’s honour.

At my house in Southwark, the last of February.

Your grace’s humble bead-man,
S. W.

A Letter of Winchester to Captain Vaughan, dated the 3d of May,
1547.

Master Vaughan, after my right hearty commendations: In my last letters
to my lord protector, signifying, according to the general commandment by
letters given to all justices of peace, the state of this shire, I declared (as I
supposed true) the shire to be in good order, quiet, and conformity; for I had
not then heard of any alteration in this shire, which the said letters of com-
mandment did forbid. Now of late, within these two days, 1 have heard of a
great and detestable (if it be true that is told me) innovation in the town of
Portsmouth, where the images of Christ and his saints have been most con-
temptuously pulled down, and spitefully handled. Herein I thought good both
to write to you and the mayor, the king’s majesty’s chief ministers, as well to
know the truth, as to consult with you for the reformation of it, to the intent I
may be seen to discharge my duty, and discharging it indeed both to God and
to the king’s majesty, under whom I am here appointed to have cure and care
to relieve such as be by any ways fallen, and preserve the rest that stand, from
like danger.

Ye are a gentleman with whom I have had acquaintance, and whom I know
to be wise, and esteem to have more knowledge, wisdom, and discretion than
to allow any such enormities; and therefore I do the more willingly consult
with you herein, with request friendly to know of you the very truth in the
matter: who be the doers, and the circumstances of it, and whether ye think
the matter so far gone with the multitude, and whether the reproof and dis-
proving of the deed, might, without a further danger, be enterprised in the
pulpit or not; minding, if it may so be, to send one thither for that purpose
upon Sunday next coming. X would use preaching as it should not be oceasion
of any further folly where a folly is begun; and to a multitude, persuaded in
the opinion of destruction of images, I would never preach : for, as Scripture
willeth us, we should cast no precious stones before hogs. Such as be infected

(1) Winchester here meaneth a fetch, if be could have brought it about.

(2) For this letter, see p. 5.—Ep.

(3) God’s wora is folly to Winchester, but to them that be wise in the Lord, it is the wisdom of
the Lord to salvation.

{4) This place here seemeth to lack something, or else Winehester lacketh his wits,
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with that opinion, they be hogs and worse than hogs! (if there be any grosser Eawara
beasts than hogs be), and have been ever so taken; and in England they are 7L
called Lollards, who, denying images, thought therewithal the crafts of painting —K_l.)——
and graving to be generally superfluous and naught, and against God’s laws. 1547
In Germany such as maintained that opinion of destroying of images, were
accounted the dregs cast out by Luther after he had tunned all his brewings in
Christ’s religion, and so taken as hog’s meat; for the reproof of whom Luther
wrote a book specially : and I have with mine eyes seen the images standing
in all churches where Luther was had in estimation. For the destruction of
images, containeth an enterprise o subvert religion, and the state of the world
with it, and especially the nobility, who, by images, set forth and spread
abroad, to be read of all people, their lineage and parentage, with remembrance e pour.
of their state and acts; and the poursuivant carrieth not on his breast the king’s suivant
name, written with such letters as a few can spell, but such as all can read be ;%m‘t’%‘t
they never so rude, being great known letters in images of three lions, and George ’
three fleurs-de-lis, and other beasts holding those arms. And he that cannot on horse-
read the Scripture written about the king’s great seal, yet he can read St. George tﬁg‘f&ﬁ;‘;
on horseback on the one side, and the king sitting in his majesty on the other picture:
side; and readeth so much written in those images, as, if he be an honest man, {8
he will put off his cap. And although, if the seal were broken by chance, he e
would and might make a candle of it, yet he wonld not be noted to have broken stand in
the seal for that purpose, or to call it a piece of wax only, whilst it continueth °Purehes-
whole. And if by reviling of stocks and stones, in which matter images be
graven, the setting of the truth (to be read of all men) shall be contemned;
how shall such writing continue in honour as is comprised in clouts and pitch,
whereof and whereupon our books be made, such as few can skill of, and not
the hundredth part of the realm? And if we (a few that can read), because we
canread, in one sort, of letters so privileged as they have many reliefs, shall pull
away the books of the rest, and would have our letters only in estimation, and
blind all them, shall not they have just cause to mistrust what is meant? And
if the cross be a truth, and if it be true that Christ suffered, why may we not
have a writing thereof, such as all can read, that is to say, an image? If this
opinion should proceed, when the king’s majesty hereafter should show his Books
person, his lively image, the honour due by God’s law among such might con- o1 “;“l’g
tinue; but as for the king’s standards, his banners, his arms, they should hardly b
continue in their due reverence for fear of Lollards’ idolatry, which they gather kneeled
upon Scripture beastly—not only untruly. The Scripture reproveth false :,mf'd
images made of stocks and stones, and so it doth false men made of flesh and suipped.
bones.
When the emperor’s money was showed to Christ, wherein was the image of
the emperor, Christ contemned not that image calling it an idol, nor noted that
money to be against God’s Jaw, because it had an image in it, as though it were
against the precept of God, ‘Thou shalt have no graven image;’ but taught
them good civility, in calling it the emperor’s image, and bade them use the
money as it was ordered to be used, in its right use.
There is no Scripture that reproveth truth, and all Scripture reproveth false-
hood. False writings, false books, false images, and false men, all be naught ;
to be contemned and despised. As for paper, ink, parchment, stones, wood,
bones, @.B. of the chancery hand, and A.B. of the secretary hand, a letter of
German fashion, or of any other form, they be all of one estimation, and may
be of man, inclining to the devil, used for falsehood, or, applying to God’s
gracious calling, used to set forth truth.? It is a terrible matter to think that
this false opinion conceived against images should trouble any man’s head ; and
such as I have known vexed with that devil (as I have known some), be never-
theless wondrously obstinate in it; and if they can find one that can spell Latin
to help forth their madness, they be more obdurate than ever were the Jews,
and slander whatsoever is said to them for their relief. Of this sort I know
them to be; and, therefore, if I wist there were many of that sort with you,
I would not irritate them by preaching without fruit, but labour for reformation
to my lord protector. But if you thought there might be other ways used first

1550.

(1) Then were the old fathers and bishops in the primitive church, with Epiphanius and Charle-
magne, and all the council of Frankfort, hogs and dogs.

(2) If every image representing a thing of truth, may stand in a place of worship, then lef Win-
chester’s face stand in the church also,
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to a good effect, I would follow your advice, and proceed with you and the
mayor, with both your helps to do that may lie in me to the redress of the
matter, which I take to be such an enterprise against Christ’s religion, as there
cannot be a greater by man excogitated with the devil’s instigation, and at this
time much hurtful to the common estate, as ye can of your wisdom consider;
whom I heartily desire and pray to send me answer, by this bearer, to these
my letters, to the intent I may use myself in sending of a preacher thither, or
writing to my lord protector, as the case shall require accordingly. And thus
fare you heartily well.
From my house at Wolvesey, the 3d of May, 1547.
Steph. Winchester.

A Letter of the Liord Protector, answering to the same.

After hearty commendations: I received of late two letters from your lord-
ship, the one enclosed in a letter of Master Vaughan’s to us, and directed to
him, the other directed strait unto us; very wittily and learnedly written, whereby
we do perceive how earnest you are, that no innovations should be had. The
which mind of yours, as we do highly esteem and allow, proceeding from one
that would quietness, so we would likewise wish, that you should take good heed
that too much fear of innovation or disturbance doth not cause both of them to
be. Many times in a host, he that crieth ¢ Enemies! enemies!” when there be
none, causeth not only disturbance, but sometimes a mutiny or rebellion to be
made; and he that for fear of a sickness to come, taketh unadvisedly a purgation,
sometimes maketh himself sick indeed. We perceive by the said your letters, that
heinouser facts and words have been brought to your ears, than there was cause
why ; and those facts which were punishable, be already by him redressed.

For the matter of images, an order was taken in the late king of famous
memory our sovereign lord’s days. When the abused images (yet lurking in
some places, by negligence of them who should ere this time have looked unto
the same) be made now abolished, let not that be made a matter of the abolishing
of all images. Though felons and adulterers be punished, all men be not slain.
Though the images which did adulterate God’s glory be taken away, we may
not think by and by all manner of images to be destroyed. Yet, after our ad-
vice, better it were for a time to abolish them all, than for that the dead
images, the king’s loving subjects, being faithful and true to the king’s majesty,
should be put to variance and disturbance. With quietness the magistrates
and rulers shall keep them well in order, whom contentious preachers might
irritate and provoke to disorder and strife. So it must be provided that the
king’s majesty’s images, arms, and ensigns, should be honoured and worshipped
after the decent order and invention of human laws and ceremonies; and, never-
theless, that other images, contrary to God’s ordinances and laws, should not be
made partakers of that reverence, adoration, and invocation, which (forbidden
by God) should derogate his honour, and be occasion to accumulate God’s
wrath upon us. Where they be taken for a remembrance, it maketh no great
matter though they stand still in the church or market-stead, following the late
king of famous memory’s counsel and order; yet more gentleness was showed
to those books of images, than to the true and unfeigned books of God’s word,
both being abused, the one with idolatry, the other with contention. The Scrip-
ture was removed for a time from certain persons, and almost from all. The
images were left still to them who most did abuse them, the thing being yet
closed from them which should teach the use. Wherefore it may appear unto
us meet, more diligent heed to be taken, that the abused before be not abused
again, the advantage of some priests, simplicity of laymen, and great inclination
of man’s nature to idolatry, giving cause thereto.

They that contemn images, because the matter that they are made of is but
vile, as stocks and stones, may likewise despise printing in paper, because the
ink hath pitch in it, and the paper is made of old rags. And if they be both
alike, it might be reasoned why a man should be more aggrieved, that an
image of wood, though it were of St. Anne, or St. Margaret, should be burned,
than he will that the Bible, wherein the undoubted word of God is comprised,
should be torn in pieces, burned, or made paste of. Nor do we now speak of
false bibles, nor false gospels, but of the very true gospel, either in Latin, Greek,
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or English, which we see every day done, and sometimes commanded, because Edwarg
the translator displeaseth us; and yet herein no man exclaimeth of a terrible 77
and detestable fact done. But let one image, either for age, and because it is AD
worm-eaten, or because it hath been foolishly abused, be burnt or abolished, by 1 5 47'
and by some men are in exceeding rage, as though not a stock or a stone, but ¢
a true saint of flesh and bone should be cast into the fire, which were a detesta- 1 ’g()
ble and a terrible sight. We cannot but see that images may be counted mar- 2>
vellous books, to whom we have kneeled, whom we have kissed, upon whom we
have rubbed our beads and handkerchiefs, unto whom we have lighted candles,
of whom we have asked pardon and help: which thing hath seldom been seen
done to the gospel of God, or the very true Bible. For who kisseth that, but
the priest at the mass, at a painted picture, or in such a ceremony: or who
kneeleth unto it, or setteth a candle before it? and yet it seeth or heareth, as
well as the images or pictures either of St. John, or our Lady, or Christ.
Tndeed images be great letters; yet as big as they be, we have seen many Images
which have read them amiss. And belike they be so likely to be read amiss, falsely
that God himself, fearing the Jews to become evil readers of them, generally f:ﬁi‘lﬂs
did forbid them. Nor is it any great marvel though in reading of them the books.
lay-people are many times deceived, when your lordship (as appeareth) hath
not truly read a most trne and a most common image. Your lordship hath Winches-
found out, in the king’s highness’s great seal, St. George on horseback, which ter over-
the graver never made in it, nor the sealer ever sealed with it; and this inscrip- ristak.

mistak-
tion is not very little, and if it were, it could not escape your lordship’s eyes. ing the
As the inscription testifieth, the king’s image is on both the sides; on the one fr;‘;gg:
side, as in war, the chief captain ; onthe other side, asin peace, the liege sove- for st.
reign in harness, with his sword drawn, to defend his subjects ; in his robes, in George.
the seat of justice, with his sceptre rightfully to rule and govern them; as he
whom both in peace and war we acknowledge our most natural and chiefest

head, ruler, and governor. If it were St. George, my lord, where is his spear

and dragon? And why should the inscription round about tell an untruth,

and not agree to the image? Yet it is called sometimes so of the rude and igno-

rant people; but not, by and by, that what is commonly called so, is always
truest. And some have thought that by like deceiving, as your lordship herein
appeareth to have been deceived, the image of Bellerophon or Perseus was
turned first and appointed to be St. George, and of Polyphemus, of Hercules, or

of some other Colossus, to be St. Christopher, because anthentical histories have

not fully proved their two lives. But those be indifferent to be true or not

true, either thus invented upon some device, or rising of a true fact or history ;

and whether it were true or not, it maketh no great matter.

It were hardly done indeed, my lord, if that you, and a few which can read,
should take away from the unlearned multitude their books of their images :!
but it were more hardly done, if that you, or a few which can read in one or
two languages (as Greek and Latin), the word of God, and have had thereby
many reliefs and privileges, should pull away the English books from the rest
which only understand English; and would have only your letters of Greek and
Latin in estimation, and blind all them which understand not these languages,
from the knowledge of God’s word. And indeed, my lord, by your saying
they have just occasion to suspect what is meant.

What you mean by true images and false images, it is not so easy to perceive. Distinc-
If they be only false images, which have nothing that they represent, as St. :‘V‘;’:ege“
Paul writeth, ¢ An idol is nothing,’? (because there is no such god,) and there- true and
fore the cross can be no false image, because it is true that Christ suffered upon false
it: then the images of the sun and the moon were no idols, for such things there 55
be as the sun and the moon, and they were in the image then so represented, Ty
as painting and carving doth represent them. And the image of Ninus and image of
Caesar, and (as some write) the images of all the twelve chosen gods (as they :gifi‘;‘
called them) were the images of once living men. And it might be said, that false;
the image of God the Father hath no such eyes, nose, lips, and a long grey {)hef&fpre,
beard, with a furred robe, nor ever had, as they carve and paint him to have. Jesters
But, if that be a false image and an idol which is otherwise worshipped and reason, to

accepted than it ought to be, as the brazen serpent, being a true image and ?iil?eb;:

(1) If it be against reason, that learned men should take from the unlearned the books of their

fmages, much more is it against reason to take from them the books of God’s word.
(2) 1 Cor. viii.
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Edwerd vepresentation of Christ, by abuse was made an idol; it may be thought in
YL times past, and, peradventure, now at this time, in some places, the images not
A.D. only of St. John, or St. Anne, but of our Lady and Christ be false images and
1547 Idols, representing to foolish, blind, and ignorant men’s hearts and thoughts,
to  that which was not in them, and they ought not to be made for. The which
1550. Were by you, my lord, to have been removed sooner, and before that the cap-

tain there should have need to have done it. But if your lordship be slack n
such matters, he that removeth false images and idols abused, doth not a thing
worthy of blame.

Christ called not the money, having Ceesar’s image in it, an idol, when it
was used to lawful uses, and to pay the due tribute withal. But, when a man
doth not use those images graven in money to do his neighbour good, and the
commonwealth service, St. Paul, Christ’s disciple, called that covetousness, and
the serving and bondage to idols. So that even in money may be idolatry, if
we make too much of those images which Christ here doth not reprehend.
There be some so ticklish, and so fearful one way, and so tender stomached,
that they can abide no old abuses to be reformed, but think every reformation
to be a capital enterprise against all religion and good order; as there be on
the contrary side some too rash, who, having no consideration what is to be
done, headlong will set upon every thing. The magistrate’s duty is betwixt
these, so in a mean to see and provide, that old doting should not take further
or deeper rust in the commonwealth, neither ancient error overcome the seen
and tried truth, nor long abuse, for the age and space of time only, still be suf-
fered; and yet all these with quietness and gentleness, and without all conten-
tion, if it were possible, to be reformed. To the which your lordship, as a man
to whom God hath given great qualities of wit, learning, and persuasion, could
bring great help and furtherance, if it weve your pleasure, witﬁ great thanks of
men and reward of God. The which thing is our full desire and purpose, and
our hearfy and daily prayer to God, that in the king’s majesty’s time (whose
majesty’s reign God preserve!) all abuses with wisdom reformed, Christ’s reli-
gion, with good and politic order of the commonwealth, withcut any contention
and strife among the king’s subjects, might flourish and daily increase. And
this to your lordship’s letter sent to Master Vaughan of Portsmouth.?

Another Letter of Winchester to the Lord Protector.

Winches-  After my humble commendations to your grace, it may like the same to
5§:angleth understand, I have seen of late two books set forth in English by Bale, very
against  pernicious, seditious, and slanderous. And albeit that your grace needeth not
l‘fé’;};’: mine advertisement in that matter, yet I am so bold to trouble your grace with
* my letters for mine own commodity, wherewith to satisfy mine own conscience,

to write and say as becometh me in such matters, which I desire your grace to

take in good part. For it grieveth me not a little to see, so soon after my late
sovereign lord and master’s death, a book spread abroad more to his dishonour

(if a prince’s honour may be by vile inferior subjects impeached) than professed

enemies have imagined, to note a woman to have suffered under him as a mar-

tyr; and the woman therewith to be, by Bale’s own elucidation (as he calleth

it) so set forth and painted as she appeareth to be, and is boasted to be a sacra-
mentary, and by the laws worthy (as she suffered) the pains of death; such

like things have, by stealth, in our late sovereign lord’s days, gone abroad as

they do now. And as I am wont in such cases to speak, I keep my wont to

write to your grace now, in whose hands I know the state of the realm to be for

the time in government, and to whom, for respects of old acquaintance, I wish

all felicity. In these matters of religion I have been long exercised, and have

(thanks be to God) lived so long as I have seen them thoroughly tried; and,

besides that I have learned in written books of authority, I have perceived by

books written without authority, as by Master Bale, Joy, and others, and especially

as Bale useth now, that Scripture doth, by abuse, service to the right hand and

the left at once, insomuch as at one time Bale praiseth Luther, and setteth his

death forth in English, with commendation as of a saint ; which Luther (what-

soever he was otherwise) stoutly affirmed the presence really of Christ’s natural

(1) This letter should bear date May the 27th. Gardiner refers to it in his letter of the 6th of
June, {15471 and mentions the date.~Ep.
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body in the sacrament of the altar. And yet Bale, the noble clerk, would have Eamqra
Anne Askew,! blasphemously denying the presence of Christ’s natural body, to 7L
be taken for a saint also. So as Bale’s saints may vary in heaven, if they "4 1)
chance not by the way; which might suffice to disprove the man’s credit, if 7547
thwarting talk were more desired of many, than the truth indeed ; which truth
was supposed to have been, both in writing and exercise, well established long 155
before our late lord’s death ; and Bale and his adherents in their madness plainly ———
reproved and condemned.

I cannot forget, your grace told me you would suffer no innovation; and

indeed if you deliver this realm to the king at eighteen years of age, as the
king his father, whose soul God assoil, left it, as I trust you shall, the act is so
honourable and good, as it were pity to trouble it with any innovation, which
were a charge to your grace more than needed, being already burdened heavily.?
And albeit in the commonwealth every man hath his part, yet as God hath
placed you, the matter is (under the king’s majesty) chiefly yours, and as it
were yours alone. Every man hath his eye directed unto you, both here and
abroad ; you shall shadow men’s doings, if they be done, which is one incom-
modity of high rule. And, for my part, besides my duty to the king’s majesty
and the realm, I would that your grace (in whom since your government I
have found much gentleness and humanity) had as much honour with good
success as ever any had, and pray to God that men would let your grace alone,
and suffer the realm in the time of your government in quiet among ourselves,
whereby we may be the more able to resist foreign trouble, which your grace
doth prudently foresee.

Certain printers, players, and preachers, make a wonderment, as though we Printers,
knew not yet how to be justified, nor what sacraments we should have. ~ And Players,
if the agreement in religion made in the time of our late sovereign lord be of preachers,
no force in their judgment, what establishment could any new agreement have? trouble
and every uncertainty is noisome to any realm.® And where every man will Jinches-
be master, there must needs be uncertainty. And one thing is marvellous, that
at the same time it is taught that all men be liars, at the selfsame time almost
every man would be believed; and amongst them Bale, when his untruth
appeareth evidently in setting forth the examination of Anne Askew, which is
utterly misreported.

1 beseech your grace to pardon my babbling with you; but I see my late
sovereign lord and master slandered by such simple persons, religion assaulted,
the realm troubled, and peaceable men disquieted, with occasion given to
enemies to point and say, that after Wickliff’s strange teaching in the sacra-
ments of Christ’s church hath vexed others, it is finally turned unto us to molest
and scourge us,* for other fruit cannot Bale’s teaching have, nor the teaching
of such others as go about to trouble the agreement established here. In which
matter I dare not desire your grace specially to look earnestly unto it, lest I
should seem to note in you that, which becometh me not. And I know that
your grace being otherwise occupied, these things may creep in, as it hath been
heretofore. Sometimes it may be hard for your grace to find out or pull out the
root of this naughtiness: but yet I am so bold to write of these, of mine own
stomach, who have ever used, for discharge of myself, to say and write in time
and place as I thought might do good for relief of the matter, remitting the
rest to the disposition of God, who hath wrought wonders in these matters,
since they were first moved, and given me such knowledge and experience in
them, as I ought to take them (as they be) for corruption and untruth; I mean 13‘2 1;’;2{, as
knowledge and experience of them that be chief stirrers, to infect with untruth, eth'no-
as they cannot speak or report truly in common matters.—The pretence is of thing, it
the spirit, and all is for the flesh, women, and meat, with liberty of hand and Mattercth
tongue, a dissolution and. dissipation of all estates, clean contrarious to the he saith.

(1) Luther and Anne Askew, why not as well saints both in heaven, though they varied in one
small point here, as you and Smith, both the pope’s friends, though ye vary, as ye said yourself,
in divers?

(2) If the Six Articles might have continued still, all were quiet with Winchester, howsoever it
were else with the true church of Christ.

(3) Every uncertainty is noisome, I grant. But reformation of religion is not by and by the
cause of uncertainty in a commonwealth, nor maketh every man to be a master. The realm is
troubled by them, much like as the prophet Elijah was he that troubled the kingdom of Ahab.

(4) Salt laid on a sore, if it do vex it, the fault is not in the sait, but in the flesh, which cannot

abide it.
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place God hath called your grace unto. For it tendeth all to confusion and
disorder, which is the effect of untruth.

Bale hath set forth a prayer for the duke John of Saxony, wherein the duke
remitteth to God’s judgment, to be showed here in this world, the justness of
his cause concerning religion; and desireth God, if his cause be not good, to
order him to be taken, and to be spoiled of his honour and possessions, with
many such gay words whereby to tempt God; since which prayer the duke is
indeed taken, as all the world saith ; and, at the time of his taking, as the account
is made, such strangeness in the sun, as we saw it here, as hath not been seen.
They happened both together, this we know, and be both marvellous; but,
whether the one were a token ordered to concur with the other, God knoweth,
and man cannot define. Many commonwealths have continued without the
bishop of Rome’s jurisdiction ; but without true religion, and with such opinions
as Germany maintained,! no estate hath continued in the circuit of the world
to us known since Christ came. For the Turks and Tartars’ government is, as
it were, a continual war, and they uphold their rule with subduing of nobility by
fire and sword. Germany?® with their new religion could never have stood,
though the emperor had let them alone: for if it be persuaded the understand-
ing of God’s law to be at large in women?® and children, whereby they may have
the rule of that, and then God’s law must be the rule of all, is not hereby the rule
of all brought into their hands? These of some will be called witty reasons,
but they be indeed truth’s children; and so is all the eloquence, which some
(to dispraise me) say I have, whatsoever they say of me. For truth is of itself,
in a right meaning, man’s mouth; more eloquent than forged matters can with
study bring forth.

What rhymes be set forth to deprave the Lent, and how fond (saving your
grace’s honour) and foolish! and yet the people pay money for them, and they
can serve for nothing, but to learn the people to rail, and to cause such as used
to make provision for fish against Lent, fearing now in Lent to be so sick as
the rhyme purporteth, and like to die indeed, to forbear to make their accus-
tomed provision for the next year. And thereto shall it come, if the common
diet be not certain: for the fishmonger will never hope to have good sale, when
the butcher may with flesh outface him. And fish is the great treasure of
this realm, and food inestimable. And these good words I give, although I
love it not myself: for such as love not fish should nevertheless commend it to
others, to the intent the flesh by them forborne, might be, to such as love it,
only the more plenty.

The public defamation and trifling with Lent is a marvellous matter to
them that would say evil of this realm; for there is nothing more commended
unto us christian men in both the churches of the Greeks and Latins, than

thoughhe Lent is, if all men be not liars. In the king our late sovereign lord’s days this
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matter was not thus spoken of. And I think our enemies would wish we had
no Lent. Every country hath its peculiar inclination to naughtiness: England
and Germany unto the belly, the one in liquor, the other In meat; France a
little beneath the belly; Italy to vanities and pleasures devised; and let an
English belly have a further advancement, and nothing can stay it. When I
was purveyor for the seas, what an exclamation was there (as your grace showed
me) of the bishops’ fasting-day, as they called Wednesday, and ¢ Winchester,
Winchester, grand mercey for your wine; I beshrew your heart for your water!’
Was not that song, although it was in sport, a signification how loth men be to
have their license restrained, or their accustomed fare abated? unless it were
in extreme necessity.

I hear say that the Lent is taus spoken of by Joseph and Tonge, with other
new (whom I know not), as being one of Christ’s miracles, which God ordained
not man to imitate and follow ; at which teaching all the world will laugh. For
christian men have Christ for an example in all things, both to use the world

(1) The true religion and opinion of these Germans will be found not to disagree, when the
bishop of Winchester shall not be able to prove the contrary, as yet he hath not doue it hitherto.

(2) Germahy with their religion yet doth stand, notwithstanding Winchester and the emperor
did withstand them, what they both could.

(3) His argument.—God’s law hath rule of all. Men and women say, they understand God’s
law: ergo, men and women have rule of all. Nego argumentum quia constat quatuor terminis,
His argument should thus proceed,~God’s law hath rule of all. Men and women say, they are
God’s law : ergo, such men and women have rule of all. And thus is the form of the argument
good, and the matter false.
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as he did, only for necossity, and to contemn the world as he did; and in case Edward
to refuse it, and choose the vile death, as he did the death of the cross, which 7.
things he did like a master most perfect, for he was very God; and we must
endeayvour ourselves, in the use of his gifts, to follow that he did—not to fast . v
forty days without meat as Christ did, for we be but prentices, and carry about

a ruinous carcase, thatmust have some daily reparation with food—but yet was .-
there never any that said, how therefore we should do nothing, because we :
cannot do all, and take Christ’s fast for a miracle only. And yet all that fol- peculiar
low Christ truly, they work daily miracles, in subduing and conforming, by kIS owe

God’s grace, their sensual appetites, and humbly obeying to the will of God; f»gi:%{-

which no man can of himself do. And Christ promised that his true servants Mg 0
should work the works that he did, and greater works also. Wherefore it is a £,np1e‘
slender matter to say, Lent was one of Christ’s miracles, for so it was, to love
his enemies, and specially those that scourged and bobbed him; which may
not be (if that a legation hath place) tanght christian men to follow, because it
was a miracle, as they might say. It were more tolerable to forget Lent, as
Poggius telleth of a priest in the mountains, that knew not how the year went 4 taje of
about; and when the weather opened, and he went abroad, and perceived his Poggius.
neighbours were towards Palm-Sunday, he devised an excuse to his parish, and
bade them prepare there-for, for indeed the year had somewhat slipped him,
but he would fashion the matter so as they should be as soon at Easter as the
rest; and thus did he pass over Lent with much less slander, than to teach it
for a doctrine, that Lent was one of Christ’s miracles, and therefore not to be
imitated of us. For although it was indeed a great miracle (as all Christ’s doings
were), yet was it not a greater miracle, nor more against man’s nature, than to
love them that laboured and were busy to take away the natural life of his
manhood. For as the nature of man desireth relief, so doth it abhor destruc-
tion or hurt. In will and desire men follow Christ in all things; in execution
they cannot; for we have brittle vessels, and God giveth his gifts to men, as
he seeth expedient for his church; so as men cannot heal the lame when they
will, as Christ did when he would, but as God shall think profitable for the
edification of the flock assembled.!

Gregory Nazianzen speaketh of some that enterprised to imitate Christ’s
fast above their power, whose immoderate zeal he doth not disallow, not
requiring of all men so to do, for that is an extremity, nor yet assoiling the
matter, as our new schoolmen do, that christian men should let Christ’s fast
alone as a miracle; which manner of solution I heard a good fellow make,
when it was told him he might not revenge himsglf, and when he was stricken
on the one ear, he should put forth the other. ‘I am,’ quoth he, ‘a man; I
am not God. If Christ being God did so, he might,” quoth he, if it had pleased
him, have done otherwise.” And so when it hath been alleged that Christ
fasted forty days. ¢ He might,” quoth he, ‘have eaten if he had list.” These
triflings in sport might be drawn to grave speech, if christian men shall refuse
to follow Christ in miracles. For all his life was miracles, and his love that is
our badge, most miraculous of all, to die for his enemies. I beseech your grace
to pardon me, for T am like one of the Commons’ house, that, when I am in my
tale, think I should have liberty to make an end; and specially writing to your
grace, with whom I account I may be bold, assuring you it proceedeth of a
zeal towards you to whom I wish well, whose intent although it be such as it
ought to be, and as it pleased you to show me it was, yet are such things spread
abroad whereof the evil willers of the realm will take courage, and make account
(although it be wrong) that all goeth on wheels.

If any man had etther fondly or indiscreetly spoken of Lent to engrieve it
to be an importable burden, I would wish his reformation; for I have not
learned that all men are bound to keep the Lent in the form received. But
this I reckon, that no christian man may contemn the form received, being such
a devout and profitable imitation of Christ to celebrate his fast; and in that
time such as have been in the rest of the year worldly, to prepare themselves
to come, as they should come, to the feast of Easter, whereof St. Chrysostome
speaketh expressly. And for avoiding contempt, a license truly obtained of
the superior serveth. And so I heard the king’s majesty our sovereign lord

(1) This proveth not; for though a man of nature abhorreth his destruction, as he desireth

relief; yet it followeth not that a man should desire so the destruction of another man’s soul, as
he desireth relief of his body

VOL. VI. D



34

Edward
Vi,

A.D.
1547
to
1550.

Stockfish
bequeath-
ed to

Gardiner.

ANSWER OF THE LORD PROTECTOR

declare, when your grace was present: and therefore he himself was very
scrupulous in granting of licenses. And to declare that himself contemned
not the fast, he was at charge to have (as your grace knoweth) the Lent diet
daily prepared, as if it had been for himself; and the like hereof I hear say
your grace hath ordered for the king’s majesty that now is; which agreeth not
with certain preaching in this matter, nor the rhymes set abroad. Lentis,
among christian men, a godly fast to exercise men to forbear, and in England
both godly and politic, such as without confusion we cannot forbear, as the ex-
perience shall show, if it be ever attempted; which God forbid. And yet Lent
18 buried in rhyme, and Stephen Stockfish bequeathed not to me, though my
name be noted; wherewith for mine own part I cannot be angry,! for that is
mitigated by their fondness. But I would desire of God to have the strength
of this realm increased with report of concord, which doth quench many vain
devices and imaginations. And if all men be liars, as it is now to my under-
standing strangely published, methinketh Bale and such new men, as be new
liars, should be most abhorred and detested, and so much the more dangerous
as they be new. That which in Italy and France is a matter of combat, is now
found to be impropriate to all men. God grant the truth to be desired of all
men truly! But, as one asked, when he saw an old philosopher dispute with
another, what they talked on; and it was answered how the old man was dis-
cussing what was virtue ; it was replied, ° If the old man yet dispute of virtue,
when will he use it?” so it may be said in our veligion, ¢If we be yet searching
for it, when shall we begin to put it in execution ¥’

I would make an end of my letters, and cannot; wherein I account myself
faulty. And though I may err, as every man may, yet I lie not, for I say as I
think ; forsomuch as 1 have said, and further think, [that] your grace hath no
trouble troublesome, but this matter of religion unseasonably brought into the
defamation of our late sovereign lord’s acts, doings, and laws. I beseech your
grace take my meaning and words in good part, and pardon my boldness,
which groweth of the familiarity I have lieretofore had with your grace, which
I cannot forget. And thus enforcing myself to an end, I shall pray to Almighty
God to preserve your grace in much felicity, with increase of honour and
achieving of your heart’s desire.

At Winchester the 21st of May.?
Your grace’s humble bead-man,
S.w.,

The Letter of the Lord Protector, answering to Winchester.

Your letters dated the 21st day of May, as concerning two books new set
forth by one Bale, and certain sermons preached here, were with convenjent
speed delivered unto us. And like as in your letters to Edward Vaughan of
Portsmouth, so in those to us, we perceive that you have a vigilant and diligent
eye, and very fearful of innovation: which as it cannot be blamed, proceeding
of one which is desirous of quiet, good order, and continuance of the godly state
of this realm; so we do marvel that so soon, so far off, and so plainly, you can
hear tell and say of so many things done here, which indeed we, being here,
and attendant upon the same, cannot yet be advertised of. The world never
was so quiet or so united, but that privily or openly those three which you write
of, printers, players, and preachers, would set forth somewhat of their own
heads, which the magistrates were unawares of. And they which already be
banished and have forsaken the realm, as suffering the last punishment, be
boldest to set forth their mind; and dare use their extreme license or liberty of
speaking, as out of the hands or rule of correction, either because they be gone,
or because they be hid.

There have foolish and naughty rhymes and books been made and set forth,
of the which, as it appeareth, you have seen more than we; and yet, to our
knowledge, too many be bought: but yet, after our mind, it is too sore and too
cruelly done, to lay all those to our charge, and to ask as it were account of us
of them all, In the most exact cruelty and tyranny of the bishop of Rome, yet

(1) How well you remembered this lesson of anger in queen Mary's time, let others judge.
(2) A.D. 1547, Gardiner refers to the lord protector’s answer to thjs letter, in one dated June 16,

1547.—Ep.
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Pasquill (as we hear say) writeth his mind, and many times against the bishop’s Zdwara
tyranny, and sometimes toucheth other great princes; which thing, for the 77
most part, he doth safely : not that the bishop alloweth Pasquill’s rhymes and A.D
verses—especially against himself; but because he cannot punish the author, % 47
whom either he knoweth not, or hath not. In the late king’s days of famous 'to
memory, who was both a learned, wise, and politic prince, and a diligent exe- 1550
cuter of his laws—and when your lordship was most diligent in the same— -
yet, as your lordship yourself writeth, and it is too manifest to be unknown,
there were that wrote such lewd rhymes and plays as you speak of, and
some against the king’s proceedings, who were yet unpunished, because they
were unknown or ungotten. And when we do weigh the matter, we do very
much marvel, why that about Jack of Lent’s lewd ballad, and certain, as
it was reported unto us, godly sermons (which be evil in your letters joined
together), you be so earnest, when against Dr. Smith’s book, being a man
learned in the doctors and Scripture, which made so plain against the king’s
highness’s authority, and for the furtherance of the bishop of Rome’s usurped
power, your lordship neither wrote nor said any thing. And, as it appeared,
you be so angry with his retractation (which frankly without fear, dread, com-~
pulsion, or imprisonment, only with learning and truth overcome, he came
unto), that you cannot abide his beginning, although having the very words of
Scripture : except, peradventure, you think that the saying of David, ¢ Omnis
homo mendax,’ cannot be interpreted, ¢ Every man is a liar;’ which, howsoever
your lordship taketh it at pleasure, it appeareth unto us then of him, taken but
godly, to declave the infirmity of man, and the truth of God and his word.
And we are not able to reason so clerkly with you, and yet we have heard of
the subtle difference of lying, and telling of a lie, or, as it is in Latin called,
‘ mentiri’ and ¢ mendacium dicere.” But if your lordship be loth to be counted
‘ mendax ’ (which belike Dr. Smith hath interpreted a liar, or a lying man, and
you think it a matter of combat, or that he was deceived in the interpretation,
and it is a matter for clerks to dispute of), we would have wished your lordship
to have written against his book before, or now with it, if you think that to be
defended which the author himself refuseth to aver. Your lordship writeth
earnestly for Lent, which we go not about to put away; no more than, when
Dr. Smith wrote so earnestly that every man should be obedient to the bishops,
the magistrates by and by went not about to bring kings and princes, and others,
under their subjection.

‘Writers write their fantasy, my lord, and preachers preach what either liketh
them, or what God putteth in their heads. It is not by and by done, that is
spoken. The people buy those foolish ballads of Jack-a-Lent. So bought
they in times past pardons, and carols, and Robin Hood’s tales. All be not
wise men, and the foolisher a thing is, to some (although not to the more part)
it is the more pleasant and meet. And peradventure of the sermons there is
(and indeed there is, if it be true that we have heard) otherwise spoken and
reported to you, than it was of the preachers there and then spoken or meant.
Lent remaineth still, my lord, and shall, God willing, till the king’s higkness,
with our advice and the residue of his grace’s council, take another order,
although some light and lewd men do bury it in writing; even as the king’s
majesty remaineth head of the church, although, through sinister ways, and by
subtle means, some traitors have gone about, and daily do, to abuse the king’s
majesty’s supremacy, and bring in the bishop of Rome’s tyranny, with other
superstition and idolatry.

On both sides great heed is to be taken, and as your lordship writeth, we are
set in a painful room, to reform all lightness and lewdness, to the which we do
endeavour ourself to the best of our power, although not so cruelly and fiercely
as some peradventure would wish, yet not so loosely that there needeth such
exclamations or great fear to be. We do study fo do all things attemperately,
and with quiet and goed order: and we would wish nothing more than your
lordship to be as ready to the reformation of the one as of the other, that neither Quiet
superstition, idolatry, or papacy, shonld be brought in, nor lightness, nor con- = % .
tempt of good order to be maintained. They both take beginning at small wel bro-
things, and increase by litfle and little at unawares. And quiet may as well ;Z‘l‘og{y
be broken with jealousy as negligence, with too much fear or too much pa- as by neg.
tience : no ways worse, than when one is over light-eared the one way, and ligence.
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deaf on the other side. Rumours by space and times increase naturally; and
by that time they come at you, as it appeareth, they be doubled and trebled.
We do perceive your diligent eye towards us, and we will wish (and trust you
have) your heart faithful to us. Our most hearty desire and continual prayer
to God is, to leave this realm to the king’s highness, at his grace’s age by you
written, rather more flourishing in men, possessions, wealth, learning, wisdom,
and God’s religion and doctrine, if it were possible, and God’s will, than we
found it. And that is our whole intent and esperance, to the which we refuse
no man’s help, as knoweth God; in whom we bid you heartily, farewell.

A Letter of Winchester to the Lord Protector.

After my most humble commendations to your good grace: upon the return
of my servant Massie with your grace’s letters, answering to such my letters
wherein I signified the robbing of my secretary, I read the same gladly, as by
the contents of the matter I had cause so to do; which was such a comfortative,
as I digested easily the rest of the great packet, having been accustomed thereunto
in the king my late sovereign lord’s days;* which fashion of writing, his high-
ness (God pardon his soul!) called ¢ whetting’: which wasnot all the most plea-
sant unto me at all times; yet when I saw in my doings was no hurt, and
sometimes bythe occasion thereof the matter amended, I was not so coy as
always to reverse my argument; nor, so that his affairs went well, did I ever
trouble myself, whether he made me a wanton or not. And when such as wers
privy to his letters directed unto me, were afraid 1 had been in high displeasure
(for the terms of the letters sounded so), yet I myself feared it nothing at all.
1 esteemed him, as he was, a wise prince; and whatsoever he wrote or said for
the present, he would after consider the matter as wisely as any man, and nei-
ther hurt nor inwardly disfavour him that had been bold with him ; whereof I
serve for a proof, for no man could do me hurt during his life. And when he
gave me the bishopric of Winchester, he said, he had often squared with me, buthe
loved me never the worse; and for a token thereof gave me the bishopric. And
once, when he had been vehement withme in the presence of the earl of Wiltshire,
and saw me dismayed with it, he took me apart into his bed-chamber, and com-
forted me, and said, that his displeasure was not so much to me as I did take it;
but he misliked the matter, and he durst more boldly direct his speech to me, than
to the ear]l of Wiltshire. And from that day forward he could not put me out
of courage, but if any displeasant words passed from him, as they did some-
times, I folded them up in the matter; which hindered me a little. For 1 was
reported unto him that I stooped not, and was stubborn ; and he had com-
mended unto me certain men’s gentle nature (as he called it), that wept at
every of his words; and methought that my nature was as gentle as theirs, for
I was sorry when he was moved. But else I know when the displeasure was not
Justly grounded in me, I had no cause to take thought, nor was 1 at any time
in all my life miscontent or grudging at any thing done by him, I thank God
for it.

And therefore, being thus brought up, and having first read your grace’s
most gentle letters, signifying the device of a proclamation to stay these
rumours, and reading the same proclamation, which my servant brought with
him, I read with the more quiet your grace’s great letters; and would have
laid them up without further answer, were it not that, percase, my so doing
might be mistaken. For glum silence may have another construction than
frank speech, where a man may speak, as I reckon I may with your grace;
upon confidence whereof I am bold to write thus much for my declaration touch-
ing your grace’s letters of the 27th of May, that how earnest soever my letters
be taken in fearing any innovation, I neither inwardly fear it, neither show
any demonstration In mine outward deeds to the world here, or in communi~
cation, that I do fear it to be done by authority; but in myself resist the
rumours and vain enterprises, with confidence in the truth and your grace’s
wisdom. For if I feared that indeed, with persuasion, it should come to pass, I
should have small lust to write in it; but I fear more indeed the trouble that
might arise by light boldness of others, and the encumbrance of such matters while
other outward affairs occupy your grace’s mind, than the effect by your direc-

(1) Rex te ergo semper in oculis.
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tion that hath been talked of abroad. And yet, in the writing, I do speak as Edward

the matter leads, continuing mine old manner, to be earnest; which as some
men have dispraised, sosome have commended it. And therefore, in agood honest

[£8

A.D

matter I follow rather mine own inclination, than to take the pains to speak as j547

butter would not melt in my mouth; wherewith I perceive your grace is not
miscontent, for the which I most humbly thank you.

And first, as concerning Portsmouth, I wrote to the captain and mayor in the
thing as I had information, and by men of credence: and yet I suspended my
credit till I had heard from thence, as by my letters appeareth; and as I was
loth to have it so, so was I loth to believe it. And, to show that I feared no
innovation by authority, nor regarded any such danger, I went thither myself;
and in conclusion was in such familiarity with the captain, that after he had
showed me all the gentle entertainment that he could, he desired me to make
an exhortation to his men, as they stood handsomely with their weapons,
wherewith they had showed warlike feats: which I did, and departed in amity
with the captain and soldiers, and all the town; the captain telling me plainly,
he was nothing offended with any thing I had said in my sermon : nor was
there cause why he should. But the very act indeed in defacing the images,
had no such ground as Master Captain pretended : for I asked specially for such
as had abused those images, and no such could be showed, for that I inquired
for openly. And the image of St. John the Evangelist, standing in the chancel
by the high altar, was pulled down, and a table of alabaster broken; and in it
an image of Christ-crucified so contemptuously handled, as was in my heart
terrible—to have the one eye bored out, and the side pierced! wherewith men
were wondrously offended : for it is a very persecution beyond the sea, used
in that form where the person cannot be apprehended. And I take such an
act to be very slanderous, and, esteceming the opinion of breaking images to
be had as unlawful, very dangerous, void of all learning and truth, wrote after
my fashion to the captain; which letters I perceive to have come to your
grace’s hands. I was not very curious in the writing of them, for with me
truth goeth out plainly and roundly ; and, speaking of the king’s seal, I uttered
the common language I was brought up in, after the old sort. When, as I
conject of a good will, the people taking St. George for a patron of the realm
under God, and having some confidence of succour by God’s strength derived
by him,! to increase the estimation of their prince and sovereign lord, I called
their king on horseback, in the feat of arms, St. George on horseback; my
knowledge was not corrupt. I know it representeth the king, and yet my
speech came forth after the common language, wherein I trust is none offence.
For besides learning, I by experience have known the pre-eminence of a king
bothin war and peace; and yet, if I had wist my letter should have come to
your grace’s hands to be answered, then I would have been more precise in
my speech, than to give occasion of so long an argument therein. As for St,
George himself, T have such opinion of him as becometh me. And have read
also of Bellerophon in Homer, as they call him, the father of tales, but I will
leave that matter. And as for books, let Latin and Greek continue as long as
it shall please God, I am almost past the use of them—what service those letters
have done, experience has showed; and religion hath continued in them
fifteen hundred years. But as for the English tongue, itself hath not continued
in one form of understanding two hundred years; and without God's work and
special miracles it shall hardly contain religion long, when it cannot last
itself. And whatsoever your grace’s mind is now in the matter, I know well,
that having the government of the realm, your grace will use the gift of policy,
which is a gift of God.

And even as now, at this time, bishops be restrained by a special policy to
preach only in their cathedral churches (the like whereof hath not been known
in my time, so, upon another occasion, your grace may percase think expedient
to restrain (further than the parliament hath already done) the common reading
of the Scripture, as is now restrained the bishops’ liberty of preaching. As
for the brazen serpent, it did not in all men’s language represent Christ; and
if I had written to another than your grace, I might have had the like matter
of argument that was taken against me, of St. George on horseback. For

(1) Amb, ad Ro. 1. *AdDeum promerendum quem nihil utique latet, suffragatore non est opus
sed mente devota.’ ’

to
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Edward Gregory Nazianzen, chief divine in the Greek church, calleth the serpent’s death

1550.

the figure of the death of Christ; but not the serpent to be the figure of Christ.
And yet, when I had done all my argument, I would resolve (as is resolved
with me in the speech of St. George on horseback), that the common speech is
otherwise (and so it is), in saying the serpent to be a true figure of Christ: and
yet Gregory Nazianzen called the serpent itself ’Avrirumor of Christ, in these
words, 08¢, &c., in his sermon De Paschate; and yet in Almechorus Domini,
we read Aries, Leo, Vermis, spoken of Christ; and some expound the Scripture
‘sicut Moses,” &e. after that sort. And, as your grace said when I was last at
your house with the French ambassador, ye wished him and me, together dis-
puting, to see when we would make an end; even so it is in these matters,
when they come in an argument. For a bye thing, as St. George on horseback,
when it escaped me, or speaking of the brazen serpent following a speech not
throughly discussed, shall be occasion of a digression all out of purpose. And
therefore was it a great gift of God, that our late sovereign lord (God rest his
soul!) set these matters in quiet; who had heard all these reasons touching
images which be now rehearsed in your grace’s letters; and, having once my
lord of Canterbury and me present with him alone in his palace, that they call
otherwise New-Hall, handled that matter at length, and discussed with my
lord of Canterbury the understanding of God’s commandment to the Jews, so
as all the clerks in Christendom could not amend it. And whereas one had
denied the image of the Trinity to be had, by reasons as be touched in your
grace’s letters, I heard his highness answer to them at another time. And
when he had himself specially commanded divers images to be abolished, yet
(as your grace knoweth)! he both ordered, and himself put in execution, the
kneeling and creeping before the image of the cross, and established agreement
in that truth through all this realm, whereby all arguments to the contrary be
assoiled at once.

I would wish images used as the book, of his highness set forth, doth prescribe,
and no otherwise. I know your grace only tempteth me with such reasons as
others make unto you, and I am not fully at liberty, although I am bold enough
(and some will think too bold) to answer some things as I would to another
man mine equal, being so much inferior to your grace as I am : but methinketh
St. Paul’s solution, during the king’s majesty’s minority, should serve instead of
all; ¢ Nos talem consuetudinem non habemus,” ¢ We have no such custom in
the church.’

When our sovereign lord cometh to his perfect age (which God grant), I
doubt not but God will reveal that® which shall be necessary for the go-
verning of his people in religion. And if any thing shall be done in the
mean time (as I think there shall not) by your grace’s direction, he may, when
he cometh to age, say in the rest, as I hear say he said now of late concerning
procession, that in bhis father’s time men were wont to follow procession; upon
which the king’s majesty’s saying, the procession (as I heard) was well furnished
afterwards by your grace’s commandment: which speech hath put me in
remembrance, that if the bishops and others of the clergy should agree to any
alteration in religion, to the condemnation of any thing set forth by his father,
whereby his father might be noted to have wanted knowledge or favour to the
truth, what he would say I cannot tell, but he might use a marvellous speech
(and, for the excellency of his spirit, it were like he would); and, having so
just a cause against bishops as he might have, it were to be feared he would.
And when he had spoken, then he might, by hislaws, do more than any of our
sort would gladly suffer at these days. TFor as the allegation of his authority
represented by your grace shall be then answered (as your grace now writeth
unto me, ‘ That your grace only desireth truth according to God’s Scripture),’
and it may be then said, ¢ We bishops, when we have our sovereign lord and
head in minority, we fashion the matter as we lust.” And then some young man
that would have a piece of the bishops’ lands shall say, ¢ The beastly bishops have
always done so; and when they can no longer maintain one of their pleasures,
of rule and superiority, then they take another way, and let that go, and, for the
time they be here, spend up what they have, which eat you and drink you

(1) If every thing were an oracle by and by, that king Henry did, then Winchester were a good
logician.

(2). Wherefore then serve the Scriptures for realms to be ruled by, if God never revesl any thing
in a realm, but by the king’s own persen in his man’s age?
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what they list, and we together, with * Edamus et bibamus, cras moriemur.’
And if we shall allege for our defence the strength of God’s truth, and the
plainness of Scripture, with the word of the Lord, and many gay terms, and
say, ¢ We were convinced by Scriptures,” such an excellent judgmentas the king’s
majesty is like to have, will never credit us in it, nor be abused by such a vain
answer. And this is a worldly politic consideration, and at home: for the
noise abroad in the world will be more slanderous, than this is dangerous. And
touching the bishop of Rome, the doings in this realm hitherto have never done
him so much displeasure, as the alteration in religion during the king’s ma-
jesty’s minority, should serve for his purpose. For he wanteth not wits to beat
into other princes’ ears, that where his authority is abolished, there shall, at
every change of governors, be change in religion ; and that which hath been
amongst us by a whole consent established, shall, by the pretence of another
understanding m Scripture, strait be brought in question ; for they will give
it no other name but a pretence, how stiffly soever we will affirm otherwise,
and call it God’s word.

‘And here it should be much noted that my lord of Canterbury, being the
high bishop of the realm, highly in favour with his late sovereign lord, and m
lord of Durham, a man of renowned fame in learning and gravity (both put by
him in trust for their counsel in the order of the realm), should so soon forget
their old knowledge in Seripture set forth by the king’s majesty’s book, and
advise to inveigh such matter of alteration. All which things be (I know
well) by your grace and them considered. And therefore it is to me incredible,
that ever any such thing should be indeed with effect, whatsoever the light-
ness of talk shall spread abroad, which your grace hath by proclamation weil
stayed. But if you had not, and the world talked so fast as ever they did, I
assure your grace I would never fear it, as men fear things they like not, unless
I saw it in execution : for of this sort I am, that in all things I think should
notbe done in reason, I fear them not, wherewith to trouble me, otherwise than
to take heed, if I can; and to the head governors (as now to your grace)
show my mind: and such experience hath every man of me, that hath com-
muned with me in any such matters. And therefore, albeit your grace writeth
wisely, that over much fear doth hurt, and accelerateth sometimes that which
was not intended, yet it needs not to me; for I have learned that lesson
already, and would a great many more had, which indeed should be great stay.
And thus T talk with your grace homely, with multiplication of speech imper-
tinent and not necessary, as though I meant to send you as great a packet as I
received from you.

One thing necessary to answer your grace in, is touching your marvel, how
I know sooner things from thence, than your grace doth there; which ariseth
not upon any desire of knowledge on my behalf (for evil things be over soon
known), nor upon any slackness of your grace’s behalf there, who is and is
noted very vigilant; as your grace’s charge requireth. But thus it is, even as
it was when I was in some little anthority : they that were the evil doers in such
matters, would hide them from me. So, now, they have handled it otherwise ;
for as for Jack of Lent’s English Testament, it was openly sold in Winchester
market before I wrote unto your grace of it. And as for Bale’s books, called
the Elucidation of Anne Askew’s Martyrdom,!they were in these parts common,
some with leaves unglued, where Master Paget was spoken of; and some with
leaves glued. And I call them common, because I saw at the least four of
them. As for Bale’s book, touching the death of Luther, wherein was the
duke of Saxony's prayer (whereof I wrote), it was brought down into this
country by an honest gentleman, to whom it was (as I remember he told me)
given at London for news; and he had it a great while eve I wrote to your
grace. I had not then received the inhikition for preaching, whereof men
spake otherwise than they knew.

And in the mean time Dr. Smith recanted, which a priest of this town (who

(1) Bale’s book, called ¢ Elucidation, &c. touching Luther.’—¢ The true hystorie of the christen
departynge of Martyne Luther, translated by Johan Bale, 8vo, 1546; and the examinacion of
Anne Askew, latelye martyred in Smithfelde ; imprented at Marpurg, 1546," appear in ‘ Herbert’s
Account of Printing, vol. iii, pp. 1560, 1561." Strype seems to have thought (Ecclesiastical Me-
morials, Edw. VL b. i. ¢. 5.) that the ¢ Acts of Unchaste Votaries,” was one of the books here re-~
ferred to, not perceiving that in a subsequent letter Gardiner had plainly indicated the books
of Bale, to which he was alluding.— Ebp.
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to mine own mouth boasted himself to be your grace’s chaplain, but I believed
it not) brought down with speed, and made bye means to have it brought to my
knowledge, which I knew besides, for they had by and by filled all the country
hereabouts with tales of me. And when I saw Dr. Smith’s recantation begin
with ¢ omnis homo mendax,’ so englished, and such a new humility, as he
would make all the doctors of the church liars with himself; knowing what
opinions were abroad, it enforced me to write unto your grace for the ease of
my conscience; giving this judgment of Smith, that I neither liked his tracta-
tion of unwritten verities, nor yet his retractation; and was glad of my former
judgment, that I never had familiarity with him. I saw him not, that I wot,
these three years, nor talked with him these seven years, as curious as I am
noted in the commonwealth. And whereas in his unwritten verities he was so
mad to say, ‘ Bishops in this realm may make laws,” I have witness that I said
at that word, we should be then ‘daws:" and was by and by sorry that ever he
had written of the sacrament of the altar, which was not, as it was noised, un-
touched with that word, ¢ Al men are liars;” which is a marvellous word, as it
soundeth in our tongue, when we say a man were better to have a thief in his
house, than a liar. And the depraving of man’s nature in that sort is not the
setting out of the authority of the Scripture. For, albeit the authority of the
Secripture dependeth not upon man, yet the ministration of the letter, which is
writing and speaking, is exercised, and hath been from the beginning delivered,
through man’s hand, and taught by man’s mouth; which men the Scripture
calleth holy men; and that is, contrary to liars. And therefore St. Augustine,
in his book ‘ De Mendacio,” saying, ‘omnis homo mendax,’ signifieth, ¢ omnis
homo peccans.’ If Smith had only written of bishops’ laws, and then said loudly,
he had (saving your honour) lied, or, to mitigate the matter, said he had
erred by ignorance, that had been done truly and humbly : for he that seeketh
for much company in lying, as he did, hath small humility ; for he would hide
himself by the number. And thus much as touching Smith, of whom, or his
book, till he was in trouble, I never heard talking.

But to the matter I wrote of; I have told your grace how I came to know-
ledge of them, very scarcely in time, but in the thing over quickly: and never
had any such thought in my life, as I denied to your grace, to be worthily
charged with them (by them, I mean, that may hereafter charge); for I know
no such yet in this world, and I never was in mine opinion so mad, as to write
to your grace in that sort. When all things be well, I have many causes to
rejoice ; but where things were otherwise (as I trust they shall not), I have
nothing to do to ask any account : I trust I shall never forget myself so much.
T thank God, I am even as well learned to live in the place of obedience, as I
was in the place of direction in our late sovereign lord’s life. And for my
quietness in this estate, I account myself to have a great treasure of your grace’s
rule and authority ; and therefore will worship and honour it otherwise than to
use such manner of presumption to ask any account. And I know your grace
cannot stay these matters so suddenly ; and I esteem it a great matter, that
things be stayed hitherto thus: but, if things had increased as the rumours pur-
ported, your grace might have been incumbered more in the execution of your
good determination. Now, thanks be to God, your grace goeth well about to
stay it.

;);s for myself, I know mine inward determination to do, as I may, my duty
to God and the world, and have no cause to complain of the universal disposi-
tion of them in my diocese. I know but one way of quiet : to keep and follow
such laws and orders in religion as our late sovereign lord left with us; which,
by his life, as the bishops and clergy said, was the very truth, so I never yet
read or heard any thing why to swerve from it, or think it expedient to call any
one thing in doubt, during the king’s majesty’s minority, whereby to impair the
strength of the accord established. Which I write, not mistrusting your grace
in the contrary, but declaring myself, and wishing the same mind to others
about you, as I trust they have, for which I shall pray to God, who prospered
our late sovereign lord in that rebellion, as we have seen experience, and, by
your grace’s foresight and politic government, shall send the like prosperity to
our sovereign lord that now is; wherein I shall do my part, as a subject most
bounden many ways thereunto.

T send unto your grace herewith, my discussion of my lord of St. David's
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purgation, wherein 1 walk somewhat more at liberty than writing to your Edward

grace ; and yet I take myself liberty enough, with a reverend mind, neverthe-
less, to keep me within my bounds ; which if I at any time exceed, I trust your
grace will bear with me after your accustomed goodness, for whose prosperity I
shall continually pray, with increase of honour.

At Winchester, the 6th of June [1547.]

*Stephen Winchester, to the Lord Protector.!

After most humble commendations to your grace: I have received this day
letters from my lord of Canterbury, touching certain homilies, which the bishops,
in the convocation holden a.p. 1542, agreed to make for stay of such errors as
were then by ignorant preachers sparkled among the people; for other agree-
ment there had not then passed among us. Since that time God gave our late
sovereign lord the gift of pacification in those matters, which, established by his
highness’s authority in the convocation, extinguished our devices, and re-
maineth of force with your grace; wherein to avoid many encumbrous argu-
ments which wit can devise against the truth, I send to your grace the copy of
mine answer to my lord of Canterbury, to whom I write and offer myself more
largely than I ever did in any matter of the realm, to any man besides my
sovereign lord, or the chief governor as your grace. For I am not factious, and
use only to say as I am bound to say, as occasion serveth; for that is my duty :
having no other thing purposed but truth and honesty, whatsoever any man
shall otherwise say of me. I am busier with your grace than needeth; but
such commendations as it pleased your grace to send me by Master Coke (for
the which I most humbly thank your grace), have engendered thus much more
boldness than ever. Methinketh I should desire your grace, not to suffer the
king’s majesty our late sovereign lord’s determination to slip the anchor-hold of
authority, and come to 2 loose disputation; for decision whereof afterwards, the
burden must rest on your grace, unto whom I desire all prosperous success, and
the increase and continuance of such honour as God hath granted to your vir-
tue, not to fall by encumbrance of any bye-matters that need not to be stirred.

If your grace think not yourself encumbered with my babbling, and incul-
cating that which needeth not unto you, I would answer your grace’s letters of the
sixteenth of April, so as your grace will, by other letters, withdraw your name;
that I may be seen to dispute with one not so far above me in authority, as
your grace is; which I have thought requisite to advertise, lest by my silence your
grace should deem I thought myself overcome in those matters, where indeed I
am of a contrary mind, and can show whereupon to ground me, why I should
so think : and thus, desiring your grace to take in good part my doings, I shall
continually pray for the preservation of your grace long in felicity.

At Winchester, the 10th of June, 1547.
Stephen Winchester.

To the Lord Protector.

After my most humble commendations to your grace : since my letters unto
your grace, wherewith I sent unto you such letters as I had written to my lord
of Canterbury, for answer to his letters touching homilies, I have eftsoons re-
ceived other letters from my said lord of Canterbury, requiring the said homilies
by virtue of a convocation holden five years past, wherein we communed of that
which took none effect then, and much less needeth to be put in execution now,
nor in my judgment cannot without a new authority from the king’s majesty
that now is, commanding such a matter to be enterprised. I wrote at length to
my lord of Canterbury, and sent the copy of those letters to your grace ; not to
the intent your grace should lose so much time to read them, for they be
tedious in length, but only for my discharge; who never meddled yet, by pri-
vate letters, with any man in the realm, to persuade or dissuade matters of
religion, but with the prince himself, or him that had the managing of the
great matters under him. And following this determination, I am so bold to
send your grace the copy of such letters as I write to my lord of Canterbury,

(1) The following nine letters, extending to page 54, are from the Editions of 1563, pp. 728, 749,
—Ep.
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whose letters to me, I could not of congruence forbear to answer, nor answering,
forbear to speak freely as I think. And sorry I am to hear the matter of ho-
milies spoken of in this time. Your grace hath done prudently to stop the vain
rumours by proclamation, and it hath wrought good effect, and methinketh it is
not hest to enterprise any thing to tempt the people with occasion of tales,
whereby to break the proclamation and offend : and to this effect I wrote to my
lord of Canterbury. For like asin a natural body, rest without trouble doth con-
firm and strengthen it, soisit in a commonwealth : trouble travaileth, and bring-
eth the things to looseness. And my lord of Canterbury is not surer of his life,
when the old order is broken, and a new brought in by homilies—that he shall
continue to see his new device executed ; for it is not done in a day. I would
there were nothing else to do now. I have known business to occupy such as
were put in trust, when religion hath been untouched. A new order engen-
dereth a new cause of punishment against them that offend; and punishments
be not pleasant to them that have the execution, and yet they must be : for
nothing may be contemned. And thus I travail in the matter with my lord of
Canterbury, because he would I should weigh things. And so do I as indiffer-
ently, as ever did man for the preservation of the ship, wherein I sail myself, and
so many others. whose prosperity I am bound to wish, I can admit no innova-
tions. [a.p. 1547.]}
Stephen Winchester.

A Letter of Winchester, to the Lord Protector.

After my most humble commendations to your good grace, with thanks that
it hath pleased you to be content to hear from me, wherein now I have from
your grace liberty to write at large, I cannot find the like gentleness in my
body to spend so much time as I would; and therefore shall now desire your
grace to take in good part, though I gather my matter into brief sentences.

The injunctions in this visitation contain a commandment to be taught and
learned : two books, one of the Homilies that must be taught others by priest;
another of Erasmus’s Paraphrase, that the priest must learn himself. ~These
books strive one with another directly, &c. Thus I have signified to your grace
some special faults that be Erasmus’s own faults, and in my judgment great
faults ; but I have not written all. And your grace shall further understand,
that he (who it is, 1 know not) who hath taken the labour to translate Erasmus
into English, hath for his part offended sometimes, as appeareth plainly, by
ignorance, and sometimes evidently of purpose, to put in, leave out, and change
as he thought best, never to the better but to the worse; with the specialties
whereof, I will not now encumber your grace, but assure you it is so. And
here I will grant to your grace, that for every lie I make unto you, set one
hundred pounds fine upon mine head; and let me live here like a beggar,
whilst my revenues pay it. My words you have in writing, and be against me
matter of record ; and so I yield to have me charged, as the bishop of London
was, with offering the farm of his bishopric; which matter came to my remem-
brance in the writing hereof. And now I have written unto your grace upon
what foundation my conscience is grounded, I shall truly declare unto you the
manner of my proceeding from the beginning. I never heard of the execution
of the visitation, till your grace was departed from London northward ; and as
the books flowed abroad by liberty of the printers, they came to my hands. I
never slept! while I had perused them. As soon as I had found certain faults
I wrote to the council, trusting upon such earnest advertisement as I made,
they would incontinently have sent for me ; and, upon knowledge of so evident
matter as methought I had to show, have stayed till your grace’s return. I
saw a determination to do all things suddenly at one time ; whereunto although
your grace agreed, yet of your wisdom I conjectured ye had rather have had it
tarry whiles your return,? if you had not been pressed. And that word € pressed’
1 noted in your grace’s letters to me, wherein you wrote you were pressed on
both sides. Methought if by bringing myself to most extreme danger in your
absence, I conld have stayed this matter, besides my duty to God, and to my
sovereign lord, I had done also your grace’s pleasure; of whom I have this firm

(1) If Winchester never slept till he had read the paraphrase, either he was a quick reader, or

else he read faster than he well understood. .
(2) Which return Winchester and his never looked for, if all crafty practices were known.
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opinion, that willingly and wittingly your grace will neither break the act of
patliament, nor command hooks to be bought with authority, that contain such
doctrine as these books do. Thus I adventured in your grace’s absence, wherein
although I had remembrance of your grace, yet I made not your grace my
foundation, but God chiefly (as God knoweth), with the preservation of our late
sovereign lord’s honour that dead is, and the security of our sovereign lord that
now is.

Let no man be offended with the vehemency of my writing, for I wrote with
a whole heart; and if I could have written it with the blood of my heart, I
would have done it, to have done good, in staying the thing till it had been
more maturely digested, and till your grace’s safe return. I touched the act of
parliament lively, but as truly as ever was any thing spoken of. And I never
wept more bitterly than I did for a conceit that troubled my head, which never
passed my lips, nor shall ever come out of my pen: I will tell it your grace,
and you require it. Now whether the king may command against an act of
parliament,! and what danger they may fall in, that break a law with the king’s
consent, I dare say no man alive at this day hath had more experience, what
the judges and lawyers have said, than I. Fivst T had experience in mine old
master the lord cardinal, who obtained his legacy by our late sovereign lord’s
request at Rome ; and in his sight and knowledge occupied the same, with his
two crosses and maces borne before him, many years. Yet, because it was
against the laws of the realm, the judges concluded the offence of the preemu-
nire : which conclusion I bear away, and take it for a law of the realm, because
the lawyers so said, but my reason digested it not.

The lawyers, for confirmation of their doings, brought in a case of the lord
Tiptoft,2 as I remember, a jolly civilian (he was chancellor to the king), who,
because in execution of the king’s commission he had offended the laws of
the realm, suffered on Tower-hill. 'They brought in examples of many judges
that had fines set on their heads in like case, for doing against the law of the
realm by the king’s commandment. And then was brought in the judges’
oath, not to stay any process or judgment for any commandment from the
king’s majesty. And one article against my lord cardinal was, that he had
granted injunctions to stay the common laws. And upon that occasion Magna
Charta was spoken of, and it was made a great matter, the stay of the common
law. And this I learned in that case (since that time being of the council),
when many proclamations were devised against the carriers out of corn, at such
time as the transgressors should be punished, the judges would answer, it might
not be by the laws; whereupon ensued the act of proclamations, in the passing
of which act many liberal words were spoken, and a plain promise, that by
authority of the act for proclamations, nothing should be made contrary to an
act of parliament, or common law. When the bishop of Exeter, and his chan-
cellor, were by one body brought in a preemunire (which matter my lord privy
seal cannot forget), I reasoned with the lord Audley, then chancellor, so far
as he bade me hold my peace for fear of entering into a prasmunire myself.
Whereupon I stayed, but concluded, it seemed to me strange that a man, au-
thorized by the king (as, since the king’s majesty hath taken upon him the
supremacy, every bishop is such a one), could fall in a Preemunire. After, I
had reasoned the matter once in the parliament house, where was free speech
without danger; and there the lord Audley, then chancellor, to satisfy me
familiarly, because I was in some secret estimation, as he then knew—* Thou
art a good fellow, bishop,” quoth he (which was the manner of his familiar
speech) : “look at the Act of Supremacy, and there the king’s doings be
restrained to spiritual jurisdiction; and in another act it is provided, that no
spiritual law shall have place contrary to a common law or act of parliament.
And if this were not,” quoth he, ¢ you bishops would enter in with the king,
and, by means of his supremacy, order the laity as ye listed. But we will pro-
vide,” quoth he, ¢ that the preemunire shall ever hang over your heads; and so
we laymen shall be sure to enjoy our inheritance by the common laws, and acts
of parliament.’

It is not yet full two years ago, since, in a case of jewels, I was fain with
the emperor’s ambassador, and after in the emperor’s court, to defend and

(1) And why did you and yours break the act of parliament of king Edward, for the communion
by a proclamation, or setting up the mass in queen Mary’s days?
(2) Lord Tiptoft was executed in 1470.—Ep.
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Edword maintain by commandinent, that the kings of this realm, were not above the
FL _ order of their laws. And therefore the jeweller, although he had the king’s bill
A.D. signed, yet it would not be allowed in the king’s court, because it was not
1547 obtained according to the laws; in which matter I was very much troubled,
to even this time twelvemonth, when I was in commission with my lord great
1550, master, and the earl of Southampton, for altering the court of augmentations.
There was my lord Mountague, and other of the king’s learned council, of
whom, by occasion of that matter, I learned what the king might do contrary
to an act of parliament, and what danger it was to them that meddled against
the act. It is fresh in memory, and they can tell whether I said true or no.
And therefore, being learned in so notable cases, I wrote in your grace’s absence
to the council therein, as I had learned, by hearing the commons speak (whose
Jjndgments rule those matters, howsoever my reason can digest them), and so
wrote to the council; which my writings I fashioned so as I trusted my lord
would have stayed till your grace’s xeturn. And thus I have declared to your
grace the purpose of my writing to the council so vehement, while, nevertheless,
I continued with all humility to abide the order of authority, and learn all other
obedience : for thereunto I have ever had as great regard, as any man in this
realm. And as my word is ¢ vana salus hominis,” so I assure your grace I
practise it thoroughly in my deeds.

When my lords sent last for me,' I came to them with as much speed as I
might, with my sleeves and bosom trussed full of books, to furnish my former
allegations. I was heard very well and gently; and methought I showed
matter that should have moved, for I showed the two books to be contrary, as
I have written before ; wherewith, they said, they were not moved ; adding how
their conscience agreed not with mine : using many good words to bring me
to such conformity, as they would have had me at. Whereupon, knowing that
I know, I could not relent. But after I had been a little beside from them,
and was returned, they entered a precise order with me, either to receive pre-
cisely the injunctions, or to refuse; in which case they had further to say to
me : adding, that your grace was privy to that was done there that day, My
answer was, that I would receive the injunctions as far as God’s law and the
king’s would bind me. And because I saw they grew to such preciseness, and
remembering how, after a good sort, they had caused me to be accompanied be-
fore with Master Wingfield, making intimations, what would be the end if I would
not yield—I would not therefore leave unspoken, that which I thought might
avoid what followed. I told them there were three weeks of delay to the coming
of the visitors to me. In the mean time I offered to go to Oxford, to abide the
discussion there ; which offer was not allowed. I desired then to go to my house
at London, and to have learned men speak with me there; which was not
accepted. T entered then the allegation of the gospel, of the servant, that said
he would not do a thing, and yet did it: and so I said it might be, that although
I then said nay, as my conscience served me, yet I might percase change, and
was a man that might be tempted. But, as my conscience was then, methought
God’s law and the king’s letted me. And upon knowledge of their pleasures,
that I must to the Fleet, I told my lords I thought it hard, unless there were
agreater matter than [that,] to send me to prison for ; declaring beforehand what
I minded to do, before any thing had been by me actually done to resist the
visitation, who had all the mean time to think on the matter, and repent me.
Whereunto the answer was such as displeased me not inwardly so much, but I
have well digested it, and (so all may be well) care not what becometh of my
body. T departed as quietly from them as ever man did, and have endured
with as little grudge here; and have learned this lesson in the world, never to
look backward, as St. Paul saith, nor remember that is past ; I will never grudge
or complain of any thing for myself.

As for the matter to have such books recommended to the realm in the king's
name by your grace’s direction, [it] me seemeth very weighty, and your grace
not to have been well handled in it. All the world knoweth the king’s highness
himself knew not these books, and therefore nothing can be ascribed unto him.
Your grace hath been to your increase of honour so occupied, as all men know,
your grace had no leisure yourself to peruse these books; and yet be the books as

(1) By the articles ohjected against Gardiner in Dec, 1530, it appears that Gardiner had then
been called to the council twice; in June, 1548, and on the 19th of July, 1550.—Ep.
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I have written. [ leave the rest to your grace. If I, that tell the council my
mind of them, have done so far amiss, because, when I know so much, I will
not yet allow them, I shall from henceforth the more regard the lesson of an old
ambassador, that bade me let evil tidings go home to my master a-foot, and send
only good tidings by post, ashift with the word which agreeth not with my
nature, as Master Wallop saith.

Upon Friday last past, my lord of Canterbury sent for me to the dean of
Paul’s house, whither { went with some gazing of the world. There I found
my lord of Canterbury, accompanied with the bishop of Rochester, Master Dr.
Coxe, and Master Aire; and I was brought thither by the bishop of Lincoln.
What report my lord of Canterbury hath made thereof I cannot tell. My lord
of Canterbury was in hand with his Homily of Salvation, but nothing heard or
saw I to save my conscience in agreeing to him; but that I should justly
confirm me in mine own conscience. I made offer to yield to them in that
homily, if they could show me any old writer that wrote how faith excluded
charity in the office of justification. It is against Scripture’s plain words, and
toswerve from Scripture without any one doctor to lean to it, were sore. Where
Seriptures and doctors want, my lord of Canterbury would fall to arguing, and
overcome me that am called the sophister, by sophistry. When I heard my
lord’s argument, I denied it, and would enter none other declaration ; for I keep
that answer till some others than were there be present; my solution whereunto,
when I declareit, shall make all the rest of the matter very weak, and my lord
not to like his argument at all. One argument I could not assoil to come again
to the Fleet. My lord of Canterbury charged me, that I like nothing, unless I
do it myself; whereof I am not guilty. I was never author of any one thing,
either spiritnal or temporal; I thank God for it. I am also charged, that all
the realm hath received these homilies without contradiction, save I : where-~
unto I answer, I think they have not read what I have read in these books.
What hath been done I cannot tell, now I am kept as I cannot know, though
I would. When I was abroad, I never sought to know more than was brought
by common fame ; for this shall be found true: 1 never advised any man to
object any thing against these books, no one man, not my chaplains.

A kinsman of mine, beneficed in my diocese, and not unlearned, came to
me, and told me how he heard a lewd fellow say, that I would not receive the
injunctions. ¢ And sir,” quoth he, ¢ I rebuked him, and reviled him, and said
you would as readily receive as any man.” I told him, that in so saying he did
very well.  Upon my coming up, a chaplain of mine, a doctor of divinity, told
me, he would receive the injunctions quietly, and say nothing. I told him, it
should be well done, if I had tarried in my diocese. If any man had spoken
but myself, I would have lost my life for it; nor I think there hath not now.
This matter was to try a bishop, whether he careth more for the truth, or his
own rest,

What examples have I seen in this realm, how freely men have said their
conscience against our late sovereign lord’s determination, and against the act
of parliament? Dr. Crome, a mean man, preached against our late sovereign
lord’s determinations; and how daintily he was handled to relieve his con-
science! If your grace would have this for a precedent, that whatsoever the
king’s council for the time of a prince’s minority shall send to be preached,
must needs be received without allegation, of what strength is the act of par-
liament against the bishop of Rome? The king’s majesty, when he cometh to
his age, will look to be bold to do as much with his subjects, as his council did
in his minority ; whereof the counsellors may be then weary. Precedents be
dangerous, for I have seen it almost for a rule, that whatsoever hath been
once done, may then, without question, be done again. In our late sovereign
lord’s time, I have seen the council much astonied, when the king would
have done somewhat against an act of parliament: it was made then a great
matter. The lord Cromwell had once put in the king our late sovereign lord’s
head, to take upon him to have his will and pleasure regarded for a law; for
that, he said, was to be a very king: and thereupon I was called for at Hamp-
ton-court. And as the lord Cromwell was very stout, ¢ Come on, my lord of
Winchester,” quoth he (for that conceit he had, whatsoever he talked with me:
he knew ever as much as I; Greek or Latin, and all). ¢ Answer the king
here,” quoth he; ¢ but speak plainly and directly, and shrink not, man! Is not
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that,” quoth he, ‘that pleaseth theking, alaw? Have ye not there, in the civil
laws,” quoth he, ¢ quod principi placuit, and so forth?’ quoth he : ¢ I have some-
what forgotten it now.” I stood still, and wondered in my mind to what con-
clusion this should tend. The king saw me musing, and with earnest gentle-
ness said, ¢ Answer him whether it be so or no. I would not answer my lord
Cromwell, but delivered my speech to the king, and told him, I had read indeed
of kings that had their will always received for a Jaw; but, I told him, the form
of his reign, to make the laws his will was more sure and quiet; ¢ and by this
form of government ye be established,” quoth I, ¢ and it is agreeable with the
nature of your people. If ye begin a new manner of policy, how it will frame
no man can tell; and how this frameth ye can tell, and I would never advise
your grace to leave a certain for an uncertain.” The king turned his back, and
left the matter after till the lord Cromwell turned the cat in the pan afore com-
Fany; when he was angry with me, and charged me as though I had played
his part. This tale is true, and not without purpose to be remembered, how I
have been tossed to and fro in this kind of matter. Thus I have showed your
grace the whole matter with many more words than I intended in the entry of
my letter, and make now an end ; enforced by weariness of my body, fed with
close air, rather than meat, which my stomach desireth not; yet I must say
somewhat in the matter of only faith, wherein my lord of Canterbury so much
travaileth.

First, it is sure, he shall never prove that he would say in that matter. But,
to make an end of it, either I am a very fool in mine own conceit, which may
easily be, or I see an occasion given to your grace to make such a true deter-
mination in it, as may be honourable to your grace, the contentation of all the
world, the preservation of the king’s honour that dead is—without prejudice
of the act of parliament, without derogation to my lord of Canterbury’s honour,
without diminution of the reputation of the council, and without any glory to
the bishop of Winchester ; which is, in some men’s conceit, the greatest matter
of all that be yet rehearsed ; and in good faith I would I were not, so all were
well. Your grace’s doing in Scotland is not, to my judgment, more to your
grace’s honour than this would be, which God grant, and your grace much
honour and felicity.

At the Fleet, the 14th of October. [a.p. 1547.]
Your grace’s humble bead-man,

S. Wi

A Letter of Winchester to the Lord Protector.

After my most humble commendations to your good grace : since the writing
of my last long letters to your good grace, which as they wearied me in writing,
so they have, I think, wearied your grace in reading, I have been in great
expectation to hear somewhat from your grace; of whose gentle and favourable
mind towards me I cannot doubt, howsoever the declaration thereof at this
time be hindered by other bye-persuasions, wherewith although your grace may
be somewhat moved, I marvel not; and therefore, whiles all things may be
tried, do well satisfy myself, not minding by any suit I have or shall make,
otherwise to press your grace than may be conveniently obtained of you in the
state you now present. And yet sue I must of congruence, for declaration of
my humility, and also importunely sue, lest I should be seen to contemn, and
to be entered into a melancholy, proudly to disdain the world, which, I assure
your grace, I do not, nor ever had any such fantasy; whereof they can be
witness, that have continually seen my behaviour, since the death of our late
sovereign lord, and since my coming to this prison. And yet my lord of
Canterbury, when he sent for me last out of the Fleet, handled me with fair
words, declaring me a man meet, in his opinion, to be called to the council
again ; adding how we (he said) did daily choose in others, that were not
appointed by our late sovereign lord. They were worldly comfortable words,
and as far contrarious on the one side, as the Fleet is on the other side. But

(1) Gardiner had been committed to the Fleet on the 25th of September, 1547, and was set at
liberty before the close of that year. His confinement in the Tower lasted somewhat more than

five years, He was sent there at the beginning of June, 1548, and liberated on the 3d of August,
1553, four weeks after Mary came to the throne.—ED.
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in me, or would seem to think so, whereby to induce others to think the same:
as though I were not moved to say as I do, for any zeal to the truth, but of
perverse frowardness ; as one that liked not his estate, and therefore cared not
what became of him. The truth whereof to be otherwise God knoweth : and
I am able to make to the world sufficient proof and testimony of the contrary,
if it be required. First, as touching the book of Paraphrase, whereof I wrote to
your grace special faults, and others I have to show as great as they, I trust: and
doubt not, the matter itself shall sufficiently declare, that I have done well to
speak against that book ; assuring your grace, that since my coming to prison,
many days together when I looked onit, I saw every day some new thingin such
sort of fault, as ought worthily to condemn the work. I have favoured Eras-
mus’s name as much as any other, but I never studied over this book till now,
and now I agree with them that said, ¢ Erasmus laid the eggs, and Luther
hatched them :’ adding further, that of all the monstrous opinions that have
arisen, evil men had a wondrous occasion ministered to them of that book.
And, therefore, I trust the matter of that book will purge the evil opinion as
might be gathered of me, wherein I offer to prove that I said with any learned
man, [under] pain of shame and rebuke, and to be taken for a melancholic
beast.

As for the Book of Homilies, in that point where my lord of Canterbury
would have taught how faith excluded charity in the office of justifying, besides
thatmy conscience is otherwise persuaded, and truly persuaded, it doth so touch
me outwardly in the world, as, if I would [agree], for any intercession or request
upon offer to be a councillor, or have as much more land as all the bishops
may spend, I were worthy (for so agreeing, for meed on the one side, or
dread on the other side), first, to be whipped in every market town in the realm,
and then hanged for example, as the veriest varlet that ever was bishop in any
realm christened ; unless my lord of Canterbury could show me either Seripture
that so said, or some ancient writer:? wherein I desire only to see but one,
where commonly two be required in every matter. But, because it is in the
matter of only faith, I require but one ancient writer, whereby I cared not for
my conscience, as some would have it; pleased if I might excuse myself, at
least to the world, that I were not worthy to be whipped and hanged in all
good men’s judgments, and mine own also.

And this matter I write unto your grace, to declare unto you in what straits
Tam tied inwardly in my conscience by very truth, so I am tied outwardly in
the world with shame : whereby appeareth that I resist not this matter of a
wilful purpose, or that I like it not because I was not a councillor (which words
my lord of Canterbury used to me); for I am even driven to do as I do of
necessity on both sides, in my conscience before God and the world abroad,
whereof if I show not your grace such a proof as cannot be denied, let me be
out of all credit in every thing, and be accounted a liar; which I abhor above
all faults. Whereupon me seemeth my case is miserable, to be so encumbered
as I am, and yet to be used as I were without c:use obstinate, notwithstanding
all such circumstances as I have used to humble myself to learn and abide. 1
yielded myself to be opposed at Oxford, that I might say, if 1 yielded, learning
had overcome me. When that was refused, I offered myself to go to school at
home, with offer to yield to the truth. And although I have to maintain me,
both the plain Scriptures, the doctors plain, and the plain aet of parliament;
yet, for conformity, offered to my lord of Canterbury, to yield, if he could show
me one scripture® affirming faith to exclude charity in justification; or, Serip-

(1) Erasmus if he had been alive, he could as well have answered to this matter, as he answered
to Albertus Pius objeeting against him the same.

(2) Because ye require an ancient author, what say you to Chrysostome in Epist. ad Tit. Hom.
3, ¢Si fidei credis, cur alia infers, quasi fides justificare non sufficia sola.’ The same Chrysos-
tome, also, in Matt. viii, Hom. 27. ‘Ut jam neminem fugere possit, his verbis declarari, non ex
operibus, sed ex fide salutem hominibus sternam preestari.’ 3 i

(8) If T might be so bold with this noble clerk, I would oppose him in his grammar, what part
of speech were ‘absque’ in St. Paul, where he saith ¢ Fide justificamur, absque operibus 2 ‘We are
justified by faith, without works.” If he say, it is a proposition exclusive, as he must needs do, then
how can he deny here charity to be excluded with all the works of the law, in the action of justifi-
cation? If this word ‘excluding,’ do displease you, then take away in St. Paul these words,
¢ Gratis, non ex operibus, operibus absque Domini est,” etc. Thatis, ¢ freely, not of works;’ without
works, it is God’s gift, etc. Works of charity are excluded not to follow; but donot merit any
part of justification.

47
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ture failing (as it doth indeed), to show me but one ancient writer that writeth
so, with offer to yield and give place : which offer excludeth all stubbornness,
and all evil opinion that might be conceived of wilfulness in me.

It is now twenty days ago since I spake with my lord of Canterbury, when
the strongest arguments he made me, were, to agree, with hope to be a coun-
cillor again, or go to the Fleet from whence I came: for, when I made request
to the contrary, he said he had no such commission from the council. And se
here I remain without bail or mainprise; without comfort of any of my friends
or servants; as one divided from the world ; no chaplain to accompany me in
prayer; no barber nor tailor for bodily necessaries, nor liberty to use physician
for relief of disease, whereof I have need. And your grace, who I think would
show me relief (for I will never think want of good will in you), is percase
persuaded, by means, that I resist the truth wilfully, and that your grace may
not in any wise show me the least comfort in the world : for then no man shall
rule me. And then your grace, that showed so much favour to the earl of
Southampton, late chancellor, wherein all the world commended your gentle-
ness, if your grace should now any ways comfort me in prison with the least
token of gentleness, ye might be noted to favour Winchester’s faction, as some
term it : whereas, I take God to record, I never joined myself with any man,
nor have secretly encouraged any man to be of my opinion ; and as yet I have
none other opinion, but such as the parliament hath established.

The earl of Southampton did many things while he was chancellor, touching
religion, which misliked me not, but I did never advise him so to do; nor
made of him the more for it, when he had done. e was one of whom, by
reason, I might have been bold; but I left him to his conscience. Therein I
never said so much secretly to any nobleman of the realm, as I have to your
grace; at which time I advised your grace to be noted neither on the one side
nor on the other. And your grace hath for yourself as good a name as can be.
And I shall say this without flattery, that like as chance very notably hath
advanced your estate many degrees, since the time of my first acquaintance
with you, so have you had occasion to show your virtue, whereby to be thought
worthy your estate, by means whereof you cannot wish a more felicity than
you have, to be the beginning of suchan estate as ye shall leave, by God’s grace,
to your posterity.

This is not altogether out of my matter, for whatsoever become of me, I
would your grace did well. Men be mortal, and deeds revive, and methinketh
my lord of Canterbury doth well to entangle thus your grace with this matter
of religion, and to borrow of your authority the Fleet, the Marshalsea, and the
King’s Bench, with prisonment in his house, wherewith to cause men to agree
to that it pleaseth him to call truth in religion, leaving that he setteth forth,
not stablished by any law in the realm, but contrary to a law in the realm. At
the least a law it is not yet; and, before a law made, I have not seen such a
kind of imprisonment as I sustain, humbly offering myself ready to learn. Our
late sovereign lord, whose soul God pardon, suffered every man to say his mind
without imprisonment, till the matter were established by law. If my lord of
Canterbury hath the strength of God’s Spirit, with such a learning in his laws
as be able to overthrow with that breath all untruths, and establish truths—I
would not desire the let of it by your grace, nor the work of God’s truth any
way hindered. In which case if all the realm be persuaded besides myself in
this matter, it shall be easy for to reprove me in the face of all the world, and
drive me to the ground with the sword of God’s Scripture ; which he should rather
desire to do, than to horrow the sword your grace hath the rule of, wherewith
to fear men; which is 2 mean to slander all that is done, or shall be done, if
men be prisoned before a law made. And I cannot believe but there be more
than I, or else I should not be kept so secret. For all my folks resorted to me,
and told me there was no reason to stand alone against all men, to undo them,
and myself, also, in this world. It were a greater temptation than my lord of
Canterbury made, to put me in hope to be a councillor again.

Be your grace assured, the foundation of my ground is a zeal to the truth.
Although I have many worldly considerations to allege for me, which serve to
purge me of wilfulness, which I assure your grace is not my fault, I will not
trouble your grace withall I could say of my knowledge : whatsoever my words
be of my lord of Canterbury, which the matter enforceth me to speak, I amin
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none enmity with his person, and that T am able to prove; but my lord hath, Edward
in the homily of Salvation, taken such a matter in hand, and so handled it as,if 7L
were his extreme enemy, I would have wished him to have taken that piece in. ~) 3
hand, and so handled it as he hath done. For that asseveration, how faith 7, ..

excluded charity, can neither be proved by scripture, nor confirmed by any 15;37
ancient writer, or persuaded by any effectual argument. And one argument 1550

my lord hath devised, which he frameth thus: ¢ We be justified by faith with-
out all works of the law: charity is a work of the law: ergo we are justified
without charity.” The answering of which argument (which I can do plain]
by authority) shall declare, that either my lord is deceived himself, if he take
it for a strong argument, when the opinion of his learning shall be hindered ;
or, if he use it willingly, knowing the fault in it, the lack is greater another
way. But the answer to that argument dissolveth all the matter, whereunto I
have an answer made one thousand two hundred years by-past; which I will
of my peril show, if my lord will avow it for his argument. And if my lord
will send me the argument of his hand, I will send him the answer of my hand,
whereby shall shortly appear, whether I trifle or no.

In the latter end of my last letter to your grace, I spake of a determination,
whereof I wished your grace were author. For weariness of writing I did not
open what I meant in specialty, intending now to begin in the middle of this
sorrow, with a merry tale; but a very true tale, and not unmeet to be
rehearsed. Thus it happened : Certain doctors of divinity at Paris, minding
with utterance of some learning, whereof they had store, to requite a gentle-
man that had bidden them to dinner, using a preface, that as he had fed them
with bodily meat, they would feed him with spiritual food, proponed this
question to be disputed amongst them : ¢ Whether the ass that carried our Lady
and Christ, when Joseph fled with them into Egypt, when it carried our Lady
only with Christ in her lap, carried then as perfect a burden as when it carried
our Lady with Christ on her lap, and a flea sitting on her head? Herein the
doctors were in great earnest, and many hot arguments were between them in
the matter, with much expense of language, ¢ whether our Lady alone, with
Christ in her lap, were as perfect @ burden, as our Lady and Christ, with a flea
upon our Lady’s head? The audience, which was learned, was well cheered
with laughing; but other edification the matter had not. And it may be
laughed at, whensoever it is told, to see in what trifles many men spend their
time. And now I shall say that which is strange at the first reading, but it is true,

The matter of justification—whether only faith justifieth, and whether faith
excludeth charity in justification,—pertaineth no more to the use and practice of
our church of England (although in knowledge it be a grave matter), than the
trifling question I rehearsed, pertained to the hearers’ edification in good living.!
I beseech your grace to know how I put a difference between use and know-
ledge. The knowledge of justification (as I have said) is, in learning, of more
weight, and such as for the entreating of it, many have wept even here at
home, besides those that have wept in Germany. But the use and practice of
it is no more necessary in the state of the church of England, than is the
handling of the other question; and for any use in the church, the one may
be forborne as well as the other, considering the baptism of infants is so duly
observed; in which sacrament of baptism all we be justified before we can
talk of this justification we strive for. And unless the church leave the use to
christian infants (which shall not be), there cannot be a time, in which the
knowledge of the justification we strive for, can be practised : but all men shall
(as we already have) receive their justification in baptism in their infancy. So
as the doctrine of ‘only faith justifieth,” if'it were true as the homily declareth,
it is no more necessary for the present state of the church, than to know
whether the burden of our Lady and Christ only, were as perfect, as the burden
of our Lady and Christ, with a flea sitting upon our Lady’s head, which the
solemn doctors of Paris so earnestly entreated of.

Some will say I am waxed mad in prison to compare these two together :
but as I compare them for use and practice, the one is as necessary as the
other; and I was bold to use the merry example, to imprint the matter the
better in your grace’s memory. For it is as I say, when we have all talked;

(1) Hereby it is evident that this insensible ass had no feeling of God’s spirit in the matter of
Jjustification.
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Edward for we all are justified in baptism while younglings; and, falling after baptism, we
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must arise by the sacrament of penance, which must be confessed of all men,
unless they be such as deny all sacraments, as some have done indeed ; wading
so far in the sifting of only faith, that they have left nothing but faith alone;
and yet spent a great deal of their faith in the handling of it, or rather all.
And that is a general fault I find, that such as write in that matter, do not
handle it faithfully, in alleging the doctors and Secriptures right as they be.
Now if this be true that I have written (which is true indeed), were it not an
honourable part of you to say, ¢ Why trouble ye the world for a thing not
necessary ;” and so put it from the country, and make it as it were a Chequer-
Chamber case? And so to be sent to the universities, for whom it is meet soberly
to talk, and not for homilies, wherein the people shall hear that they shall
never practise, because they learn it too late; being justified before in their
infancy in baptism.

My lord of Canterbury told me, his intent is only to set out the freedom of
God's mercy ; which may be done much more plainly, with putting the people
in remembrance of the constantly received faith of the church in the baptism
of infants; whereby such as be justified andsaved in the virtue of Christ’s
passion, who, after baptism, by malice fall not to sin, those must return to
Christ by penance; but such as die before that actual sin hath defiled their
soul again, if they die in the innocency received in baptism, be saved. And
yet those children, when they were christened, did nothing but cry for cold, or,
when they were over-hard griped, for fear of falling. And when this is believed,
is not God’s mercy believed to be ministered after a most free liberal sort, if
my lord of Canterbury mind only that the matter shall appear without argu-
ment, as we practise justification in receiving the sacrament of baptism? And
as for justification by only faith, it is all out of use, howsoever we expound
it, as the state of the church is now.

And it is a terrible matter to think on, to see such a contention to rise upon
a matter not necessary to be spoken of ; wherein if my lord of Canterbury will
needs travail, my judgment is, that he shall never persuade that faith excludeth
charity in justification, unless he borrow, of your grace’s authority, prisons; and
then 1}17e shall percase have some agree unto it, as poor men kneel at Rome,
when the bishop there goeth by ; that is to say, are knocked on the head with
a halbert, if they kneel not; for that is one piece of the office of the bishop of
Rome’s guard.

Finally, there hath been nothing done, but your grace may use it to the aug-
mentation of your honour. I have things more to say, but this matter is over
long already, and me thinks I have been over long here; and, showing my-
self so humble a scholar as I have done, it is much to be beaten because I do
not learn where no man teacheth me, and so willing to learn as I ask but one
Scripture, or, Scripture failing (as it doth for my lord of Canterbury’s purpose),
I ask but one ancient doctor. This is my case; for as touching any act of dis-
cbedience, my lords of the council did foresee, that I should not fall in that
danger, and therefore would not trust my frailty to be in the country, when the
visitors should be there; but made me sure here, lest I might have offended. If
1 had been there, though I had but a few words to speak (thatis tosay, ¢ saving
God’slaws and the king’s’), yet they might have been misreported, and so engen-
dered me more trouble. And this good I have of my being here, which I suffer
patiently, and make it to serve for my purpose in my conceit; as, I thank God,
I have no displeasure of mind, and only feel such as the body engendereth for
want of some necessaries, whereof if I may have relief at your grace’s hand, I
will accept it as thankfully as any man hath any benefit at your hand, and as
instantly require it of you. And yet, if I have no other comfort from your
grace than I have hitherto had, I will think nevertheless as well of your grace
as ever I did, and be only sorry, that in the state you be in, the liberty of doing
that your heart would persuade you, should be as straitly enclosed with respects,
as my body is with aches. Thus, desiring your grace to take in good part my
bold writing to you, I shall make an end, and pray Almighty God for the pre-
servation of your person, with increase of honour and felicity.

At the Fleet, or rather in the Fleet.
Your grace’s humble bead-man,
S. W.



TO THE LORD PROTECTOR.

A Letter of Winchester to the Lord Protector.

After my most humble commendations to your good grace: upon trust that
your grace would take my letters in good part, and not otherwise than I wrote
them, I wrote to your grace out of this prison, as I was wont to write to our
late sovereign lord (whose soul God pardon!) when I was ambassador, refresh-
ing myself sometimes with a merry tale in a sad matter; which his highness
ever passed over without displeasure, as I trust your grace will do the semblable.
For though some account me a papist, yet I cannot play the pope-holy, as the
old term was: I dare not use that severity in writing, which my cause re-
quireth, to speak of God, and his truth in every second sentence, and become
suddenly a prophet to your grace, with a new phrase of speech, with whom I
have been heretofore so familiarly conversant. As I think honour hath not
altered yonr grace’s nature, even so adversity hath not changed mine.

Of your high place in the commonwealth, no man is more glad than I, nor
no man shall do his duty further than I, to acknowledge you, as your grace is
now, protector and governor of the realm. But I have been so traded to speak
boldly, that I cannot change my manner now, when percase it doth me no
good. And although there be an Italian in prison with me, in whom I see a
like folly, who, living with a little miserably, will not for his honour take alms,
fancying to be still in the state he was some time, which manner I condemn in
him, yet I follow him thus far, rather to write after my old manner, which
cometh plainly to mind, than to take alms and aid of eloquence, whereof I have,
in this, state-need. For your grace’s letters return every word of my letters in
my neck, and take my fly as it were a bee, which, I thought, should have stung
noman : which matter, in mirth, declareth the necessity of the other matter, as
aptly as may be, neither to be necessary. And when I wrote, I forgat, as my
fellow-prisoner the Italian doth, the state I am in now; and wrote as I bad
written from Antwerp in the state of ambassador. The Italian my companion
hath his folly of nature; I have it, of custom in bringing up, which hath the
effect of nature, and is called of learned men, another nature. And then the
proverb of gentleness hath place, when men say to him that is offended, ¢ You
must bear with the man’s nature ;’ and so I trust you will do with me.

Two things there be in your grace’s letter, which I trust I may touch with-
out contention : one is, thatif your grace will, in a plain similitude, see the issue
of faith only, and whether faith may exclude charity in the office of justifying,
or not, it may be well resembled in the making of laws in this parliament,
where the acts be passed by three estates, which be all three present, and do
somewhat together, and concur to the perfecting of the law; wherein we may
not say, that any one estate only made the law, or that any one estate excludeth
the other in the office of making the law. This may be said: that these three
estates only, in respect of the rest of the realm, make the law; and there need
no more of the realm be present but they. But if we speak of these three
estates within themselves, there is none estate only, that maketh the law.

But whereas the law hath as it were a body and a soul, the high house and the
low house of the parliament make as it were the body of the law; which lieth
as it were a dead matter, such as is not apt to take life, till the king’s majesty
‘hath, by the breath of his mouth (saying, le roi le veult), breathed a full life into
it, in the conclusion ; besides the life, the assembly of the other estates had, by
his authority, to assemble ; which had else been a dead assembly, even as faith
and hope be dead without charity. And as the king’s majesty, in this similitude
of making laws, excludeth not in office of the whole the other two estates, no
more do the estates; because they devise and frame laws, exclude the king’s
majesty in the office of making laws ; for without hisauthority they be nothing, as
faith and hope be without charity not effectual. And look, what absurdity and
untruth this saying hath in this realm, to say, ¢ The higher house and the lower
house exclude the king in the office of making of laws,” the same absurdity is
yetin religion, to say, that faith excludeth charity in the office of justification : and
therefore it was never written of ancient writers. -And therefore I desired my lord
of Canterbury to show me but one, and yet he cannot. Inour time this dream
hath been dreamed without Scripture, without authority, against Seripture, and
against authority, as I can show. And further I can show, how this imagination
extendeth so far by them that open their mind in it thoroughly, as your grace
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would not at the first believe, if I did expressit. But I czn show, that I fain
not evidently, as clearly for my discharge as I céuld wish. Another matter
of your grace’s letter is, where your grace reasoneth withme that I am over
precise in finding of faults in the Paraphrase, seeing every book hath some
faults. And then your grace taketh not Erasmus for a gospel, but as one in
whom somewhat may be reprehended or amended. After which manner of
sort, if your grace take the Homilies (as, for like reason, in my judgment they
must ; for they be men’s compositions, as the Paraphrase is, and not the very
gospel itself ), why should I be kept in prison, who offered to receive the Homi-
lies and Erasmus both, so far as they were without fault, either of God's
law or of the king’s,

Because I saw the errors before, and spake of them, I have made more speed
to prison than others have done, who, percase, for troubling of their conscience,
have received the books close, with such reverence as becometh men to receive
that are sent from their prince; wherein I would have done as they did, if I
had not seen the books before. But I did, as I have seen divers noblemen do
(and among them, as I remember, your grace), when they have been sent in
service, to have used such diligence, as to see their commission and instructions
made; or they went, and finding something doubtful or amiss (after the com-
mission was sealed, and instructions signed), worthy to be mended, have, upon
declaration of their mind therein, obtained amendment with commendation.

Now I have a charge in the bishopric of Winchester, to see the people fed
with wholesome doctrine ; wherein if I be so diligent as to look upon the com-
mission, and considering what I shall be charged with to do, take this or that
for a fault in my judgment, and labour to have it amended, wherein differ I,
from other men’s diligence ? and how can it be taken for a fault, to say reve-
rently to the council, ¢ My lords! me seemeth, this and this cannot stand toge-
ther : either instruct me in them, or amend them.” In what nature of crime
should this humility be? Am I worthy, for so saying, to be condemned to a
perpetual prison ? and to be a close prisoner, to speak with no man, to hear
from no man, to talk with no man? for my household, which is a great number,
[to be] wandering and lamenting for me? My case should be in the nature of
praise, in the nature of commendation, in the nature of thanks, if none other
have said that I can say. If one only man in a realm saith, He knoweth treason
to subvert the whole realm; and can show evident proof of his so saying, shall
he be prisoned, because of good-will he offereth to say and prove that, no man
else uttereth but he, and therewith offereth to prove that he saith to be true ?
It is incredible that a king should set forth a book tending to the subversion of
his own estate ; and therefore that I shall say, cannot touch his majesty, who
knoweth not what is done (as reason judgeth) in his tender age. Itis also
incredible that your grace, being uncle to him, should be content that any book
should be set forth, that might tend to the subversion of his estate. And I
dare say for your grace, you would not—if the book be like the horse that the
Trojans received into their city, wherein the Trojans knew not what was in it.
Let me be heard, that know what is in the book, and so know it, as I can
show it as evidently as I can the sun and the moon in bright days and bright
nights, when both shine. I do not trifle with my wit to undo myself, but
travail with my honesty to preserve my country, to preserve my prince, to pre-
serve religion : and this your grace shall find to be true, which, knowing my
letters to be construed to the extremity, I would not write, unless I were fur-
nished with matter to discharge my writing. Your grace, I doubt not, remem-
bereth Singleton’s conspiracy : and Erasmus hath framed his doctrine, as though
Singleton had required him thereunto.

I have such matter to show, as though I had myself devised it for my justifi-
cation ; and yet I am reasoned with, as though one given to let good doctrine,
to find a knot in a rush, to trouble good enterprises; after which sort your
grace is moved to write unto me; and therenpon I remain here still without
hearing, having such matter to utter as shall confound them all ; which I would
not write if I were not assured. For it were a small pleasure to me, writing
thus extremely, to be confounded when T had been heard, and then worthily
sent hither again for lying so manifestly ; which I would think a worthy punish-
ment, as this is unworthy—to be handled as I am for virtue, that I dare say the
truth can declare the abomination of this Paraphrase, and of the Homilies also—
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in both which matters T have showed all I can show. I shall declare I am not Edwerd

worthy to be kept here, and yet here I have remained these seven weeks,
without speaking with any man saving my physician, who, I thank your grace,
hath done me good. And yet, when men see I am thus banished from the
world, so as no man may speak with me, it is not pleasant for any man to
vesort unto me. And this I perceive: If my lord of Canterbury think I will
wax mad, he is deceived; for I wax every day better learned than other, and
find every day somewhat to impugn the Paraphrase and Homilies,* not by wit
or device, or other subtlety, but plain sensible matter, if I may be heard. "And
if I be not heard, my conscience telleth me I have done my duty, and therewith
from travail shall apply myself to prayer, wherein I shall remember the pro-
perous estate of your grace,—whom God preserve!

In the Fleet. S. W.
To the Lord Protector.

After my most humble commendations to your good grace: whatsoever your
(glrace’s considerations be not to hear me yet, nor answer me, and howsoever I

etermine and do bear patiently the state I am now in, reason, nevertheless,
bindeth me to continue my suit, that if your grace seeth at any time occasion
to change your determination, there shall nothing want on my behalf to pro-
voke your grace so to do. He that is refused at one time may be heard at
another, and importunity speedeth, when none other mean can prevail : being
also a fault in the inferior, to despair of the superior in so reasonable a request
as mine is; which I cannot do of your grace for other respects: I have remained
here long unheard of your grace, enclosed up more closely, now close religions
be begun, than ever were any whilst they were here. No stranger may speak
with me. I cannot have the company of my chaplain, which is necessary for
me after so long time. And if your grace hath no leisure to hear me shortly,
I trust you will, without delay, suffer my chaplain to resort unto me; as well as
of your gentleness ye have suffered the physician for my body to come to me,
for the which I most humbly thank your grace. Herein I desire your grace to
answer me by this bearer, that I may have some comfort from you, for whose
preservation I shall pray to Almighty God.

Your grace’s humble bead-man,
S. w.

To the Lord Protector.

After my most humble commendations to your good grace: I am very loth,
knowing your grace’s business, to trouble you with many letters; and yet, not
hearing from your grace any thing for answer to mine other letters before written,
1 am so bold to write these, wherewith to put your grace in remembrance of
mine estate in prison, as one dissevered from the use of his servants and friends,
and as it were buried quick, without knowledge of any just cause wherefore ;
and with knowledge, by course of time, that now the parliament is begun,
whereof I am a member, unless my fault had cut me off; and whereunto 1 was
called by writ, which I received before my coming hither; where I would also
gladly do my duty, as I am bounden, if I were not detained and bounden in
prison from my liberty that I might so do; which allegation I make the rather
to your grace, to the intent, with the opening of a necessary suit worthy to be
regarded, I might minister occasion to your grace, whereupon to show such
gentleness to me, as of your own gentle heart, I am persuaded, your grace
gladly would ; for whose preservation, with increase of honour, I shall pray to
Almighty God ; who have your grace in his tuition!

Your grace’s humble bead-man,

To the Lord Protector.

After my most humble commendations to your good grace: I cannot discuss
by conjecture, why evidence is thus put off in my case. that hath been wont

(1) Concerning his abominable railing against the Paraphrase and Homilies, defer thy judgment,
good reader, till we come to his objections and to our answers to the same.
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policy, to keep me from the parliament, it were good to be remembered,
whether mine absence from the upper house, with the absence of those I have
used to name in the nether house, will not engender more cause of objection, if
opportunity sexve hereafter, than my presence with such as I should appoint
were there, the signification whereof is the chief cause of these letters; for as I
am now encumbered with being here, so might some be encumbered therewith
hereafter ; which should do me pleasure, My matter that I have to say, toucheth
the highest, and is worthy to be heard : whereunto my lord of Canterbury can
only answer, that he would never have thought it, or that he hath been other-
wise informed of them he put in trust. For it would touch him overmuch, to
grant he had so much knowledge in the Paraphrase, as I now have; and,
knowing the same, to have advised your grace to set it forth to the people. 1
can say much which is expedient for your grace to hear and consider; desiring
only this credit of your grace, to think me worthy to be heard, and thereupon
give me audience. I cannot enchant men, nor look to be believed in the
matter, unless it be so plain as no man can gainsay it, and therein the book to
be judge. The nature of my cause should move your grace—my long imprison-~
ment should move your grace—the present assembly of learned men should
move your grace; to celebrate mine audience; and if your grace knew what I
could say of the long letters your grace sent, good faith! your grace would
make so much the more speed. For whereas the purpose of your grace, in
these letters, is to alter my judgment, the handling of the matters is such, as I
am able to show good cause why they should, as they do, work a contrary
effect; as I am able to declare, if ever I come to your presence.

My lord of Canterbury will needs maintain, that our late sovereign lord was
seduced; and then it is possible that your grace may be seduced also: and
therefore it is good for your grace to hear, and to hear in time. Whatsoever I
have written to your grace, is true; and I have not written all the specialties
I know in the greatest matters, which your grace shall perceive to be true. I
see evidently, that unless my matter be very notable, and also plain, it shall
not boot me to allege it. Thus much I am learned by your grace’s letters, and
therefore, if I had any cause to mistrust it, I would use another mean, whereof
in your grace’s letters I see some comfort: but my matter is so plain and so
expedient to be understood, that I must needs desire of your grace to be heard
in it, wherein it may like you to send me knowledge of your pleasure, and that
my suit to your grace may stand in some stead, for whose preservation in honour
1 shall daily pray to Almighty God—who preserve your grace!

In the Fleet, .
Your grace’s humble bead-man,
S. W.e

To the Lord Protector.

After my most humble commendations to your good grace: in my third
letter I signified unto your grace my need of the counsel of a physician, as the
state of my body then required : whereunto because I had no answer, I have
used all other means of relief that I could, to avoid that need; as one loth to
trouble your grace with requests not necessary. Master Warden of the Fleet,
and my servants, know that I fain not; and I have cause to fear, the effect
will show I fain not indeed. In this case I may not desperately forbear to
write to your grace, and think that because I have had no answer to all mine
other letters, among which T made mention of this necessity, that I should like-
wise have none answer to this. As I have determined myself to a truth in the
chief matters, so I eschew to use simulation in bye-matters. My mind, I thank
God, was never so quiet, as it hath been since my coming hither, which hath
relieved my body much; but the body hath need of other relief, which cannot
be had as I am kept by commandment.

These seven weeks, saving one day,! I have been here under such strait
keeping,? as L have spoken with noman. And thus me seemeth I see my matter

(1) This letter must have been written on the 12th of November, 1547.—Ep.
(2) Your strait keeping is to be doubted, considering the warden of the Fleet was your special
friend.
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perplexed: Your grace will meddle with nothing done before your coming Edward
VI

home; and those of the council that sent me hither, can by themselves do nothing,
now your grace is coming home; upon which censideration I sue to none of
them, and perceive that your grace, to whom I sue, for some respect forbeareth
to make me answer: for such a paraphrase I make of your grace’s silence,
wherein I go as near as I think the truth, as Erasmus in his Paraphrase
some times, wherein he taketh upon him to guess the cause of Christ’s doings.
I thank God my mind can take no hurt, how vehement soever these temptations
be. But when a certain sect of philosophers, called Stoics, contemned in their
learning stoutly the grief and disease of the body, they were fain a little to
shrink, when the gout or any disease nipped them: and now my stomach
nippeth me, which I have favoured as much as any man in England, and have
iaden it as light either with meat or drink of many years, and specially since
my coming, as any other. And after I saw I could get no answer from your
grace for a physician, I have left off such study as 1 used, and given myself to
continual walking for exercise; and, with hope of relief, have delayed any fur-
ther suit in that matter till now. And now I sue enforced, which I do most
humbly, with request that imprisonment—being to me that wasnever in prison
before, of itself tedious—be not with special commandment made more
grievous, unless I were charged with other offence than I am yet charged with,
or in my conscience can be. For me seemeth I have deserved thanks of your
grace and the realm, for the disclosing of the faults of the Paraphrase, wherein
I have written some specialties, but not all; and have such to show, as I may
term that book at one word, ‘abomination,” both for the malice and untruth of
much matter out of Erasmus’s pen, and also the arrogant ignorance of the
translator into English, considering the book should be authorized by a king,
and, by the injunctions, charge the realm for buying rather above twenty thou-
sand pound than under; whereof I have made account by estimate of the
number of buyers, and the price of the whole books. The translator showeth
himself ignorant, both in Latin and English; a man far unmeet to meddle with
such a metter, and not without malice on his part; whereby your grace may
take an argument, what moved them that counselled your grace to authorize
such a book in the realm. As for my lord of Canterbury’s Homily of Salvation,
[it] hath as many faults, as I have been weeks in prison, which be seven,
besides the general, that the matter maketh a trouble without necessity, and is
handled contrary to the teaching of the parliament.

Finally, In the two books the matter I have to show is some part so danger-
ous, as (after I knew it as I know it) the concealment thereof were a great
fault, if I did not utter it. As for the manner of mine enterprise to utter it, I
know not how to have fashioned it better, than to write to the council in your
absence, and on my knees to declare some part of it, when I came to them re-
ceiving their determination of imprisonment. I humbly departed from them
hither without grudge, and remain here without grudge to any one of them,
for they showed no fashion of any evil mind towards me. And I have learned
in the civil law, that the deed of a number, is no one man'’s act; with this
also, the authority is to be honoured: which rule I observe in thought, word,
and deed. After which sort I remain, with such suits as I have made to your
grace hitherto, and with this also that I add, enforced for the relief of my body
(how little soever I do, and have cause to set by it); which I most humbly de-
sire your grace to consider, and to send me some answer by this bearer. And
I shall pray Almighty God for the preservation of your grace’s felicity.

Your grace’s humble bead-man,
- S. W,

CERTAIN ADDITIONS AFTER THESE LETTERS ABOVE SPECIFIED,
WITH NOTES AND SOLUTIONS ANSWERING T0 THE SAME.

Thus have we set out to thee, gentle and studious reader, an ex-
tract of certain letters of bishop Gardiner: not of all that he wrote,
but of such as could come to our hands. Neither of these also that
we have, for any good stuff, or any great profit therein contained, or
that they did clear him or Lis cause any thing, for the which he was
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THE SUM OF GARDINER'S LETTERS

Eaeard most worthily condemned, For if there did or might appear any

such thing in all his writings, that might clear the ill-favoured doings
of that man, be thou sure, such as were then secret about him, and
yet his well-willers (their names 1 leave untouched), having his
writings, and being able to show them, as I am privy they are, would
not so conceal them in covert as they do, being thereto both pro-
voked and occasioned by us, if they had seen any thing in them meet
to relieve the person, or to remedy his matter. Wherefore think
not for any such effect these his vain-glorious letters to be brought
in here of us; but only that thou mightest hereby collect and under-
stand by those his aforesaid epistles and articles following, not only
the whole course and story almost of all his proceedings from time to
time, but also mightest see the nature and inward condition of the
man, how vain-glorious, full-stuft and puft up with arrogancy, and
drowned in his own conceit he was; much like to the person, or
rather he himself, described in the Latin comedy, Miles Thraso
Gloriosus ; having nothing in his mouth but emperors, kings, coun-
cillors, protectors, advisements, direction : as though all direction of
realms and princes did flow out of his brain, like as it is in the poet’s
fables, that Minerva did spring out.of the head of Jupiter. And
yet, if this vain-glorious conceit had been alone in him, less matter
had been against him. '

Now his subtle practices, and pretensed purposes, and dissimuling
conveyance, did not only augment, but also exceed all his other
evils, as in the letters above specified is notorious and evident to be
seen; wherein though he durst not apertly gainsay that which he
inwardly misliked, yet how covertly doth he insinuate himself to the
lord protector, under pretence of giving counsel, to bring that to pass
which was for his purpose ! that is, that no innovation or alteration
might be made of religion during all the king’s minority, but that
all things might stand as king Henry left them, and that is the
chiefest butt, n all letters, whereto he driveth, using commonly this
argument, which, as it is easy to recite, so neither is it hard to

answer to; although in the notes before we have answered already
sufficiently.

THE SUM AND CONCLUSION OF ALL WINCHESTER'S DRIFT IN HIS
EPISTLES BEFORE.

“That is chiefly to be feared and avoided of the lord protector,
and now specially m the king’s minority, that may both bring danger
to him, and trouble to the realm :—

“ Innovation of religion from that state, in which king Henry left
it, may be and is like to be dangerous to himself, and cause trouble
to the realm.

“ Ergo, Innovation of religion, from the state that the king left
it in, is in no wise to be attempted.”

THE ANSWER.

To answer first to the vocable Innovation, which he stumbleth so
greatly upon—this I say, that innovation is properly used, where a
thing is brought in anew, which was not before. Forsomuch there-
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fore as in this alteration there is no new religion brought in, but only Zdwars
the old religion of the primitive church revived; therefore here is to :

be thought not so much an innovation, as a renovation or reformation A.D.
rather of religion, which reformation is ofttimes so necessary in com- 1547
monweals, that, without the same, all runneth to confusion. 1 5“5’0

Secondly, I answer to the argument, which I do deny as a “fallax,” -
for there is “fallacia accidentis;” where it is said, that reformation
of religion gendereth danger to the protector, and trouble to the
realm. First, what will come, that is uncertain: and, God be hal-
lowed ! yet mo danger hath come to England for the reformation of
religion. And though there did, yet the cause thereof is not to be
imputed to religion reformed : for sincere and true doctrine of its
own nature worketh quiet, peace, and tranquillity, with all good
order. And if the contrary happen, that is incident by other causes,
as by the malice of Satan, and wicked adversaries; not by reason of
the doctrine of true religion. So, after the preaching of Christ and
his apostles, dissension followed in commonweals betwixt father and
son, brother and brother, etc.; but that is not to be ascribed to
them, but to others.

As concerning the faults found in the Paraphrase of Erasmus,’ Para-
this T answer and say, that this bishop belike had overwatched him- e
self in this matter. For if it be true, which he himself affirmeth, that
he never read that book before, and now he never slept till he himself
read it ; it happened, peradventure, that in the overmuch watching of
himself, and swift reading of the book, his judgment was asleep,
whilst his eyes were open in reading the same.

Likewise touching the Book of Homilies, especially the Homily of Book of
Salvation, wherewith he findeth himself so much grieved with the Homilie
archbishop; seeing he bringeth forth no proofs, I have nothing to
answer. In the mean season, this I have to think, that if he had been
so cunning in the knowledge of his own salvation, as he wasin the de-
struction and vexation of Christ’s members, he would never so rage
against that homily.

Touching the examination of Anne Askew, if it be misreported by Exami-
Master Bale, why doth not he note the places, which they be, and 3aion of
wherein? And if he had, or were able so to do, yet, seeing the ex- kew set
amination was of her own penning, which Master Bale did follow, let J. Bute.
every christian reader judge, whether is more to be credited of these
two—she that was persecuted, or he that was the persecutor.

And where he speaketh so much of quiet and tranquillity ; this I quietor
answer, that quiet and tranquillity in weals public, so long as they ja o
are joined with right reformed religion, be much to be embraced. gipre:
But, when it is otherwise ; that is, where true religion lacketh his of reli-
right, there let the second table give place to the first. glon.

He thwarteth, also, and wrangleth much against players, printers, preacn-
preachers. And no marvel why : for he seeth these three things, to &3 vrin-
be set up of God, as a triple bulwark against the triple crown of the players.
pope, to bring him down ; as, God be praised, they have done meetly
well already. i Of fustif

As touching the article of free justification by faith, which he can- cation.

(1) The first and second tomes of Erasmus’s Paraphrase upon the New Testament were printed,
by Edward Whitchurch, in 1548-9.—Ep.
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not abide, forasmuch as we have sufficiently declared it in the notes
before, we shall refer the reader now also unto the same.

And moreover, because in one of his letters' mention is made of a
certain letter sent unto Master Ridley, because we will defraud thee,
gentle reader, of nothing that cometh to our hands, here hast thou
the copy thereof, in effect as followeth :

The Copy of the Letter of Stephen Gardiner sent to Master Ridley,
in the Letters above mentioned ; containing Matter and Objections
against a certain Sermon of the said Master Ridley, made at the
Court.

Master Ridley, after right hearty commendations: It chanced me, upon
Wednesday last past, to be present at your sermon in the court, wherein I
heard you confirm the doctrine in religion, set forth by our late sovereign lord
and master, whose soul God pardon! admonishing your audience that ye would
specially travail in the confutation of the bishop of Rome’s pretended authority
in government and usurped power, and in pardons, whereby he hath abused
himself in heaven and earth. Which two matters I note to be plain, and here
without controversy.? In the other two ye spake of, touching images and
ceremonies, and as ye touched it, specially for holy water to drive away devils;
for that you declared yourself always desirous to set forth the mere truth, with
great desire of unity, as ye professed; not extending any your asseveration
beyond your knowledge, but always adding such like words, “as far as ye had
read,” and, “if any man could show you further, ye would hear him,’ (wherein
you were much o be commended)—upon these considerations, and for the
desire I have to umity, I have thought myself bound to communicate to you
that which I have read in the matter of images and holy water; to the intent
you may by yourself consider it, and so weigh, before that ye will speak in
those two points, as ye may (retaining your own principles) affirm still that ye
would affirm, and may indeed be atlirmed and maintained; wherein I have
seen others forget themselves, First, I send unto you herewith (which I am
sure ye have read), what Eusebius® writeth of images :¢ whereby appeareth that
images have been of great antiquity in Christ’s church. And to say we may
have images, or to call on them when they represent Christ or his saints, be
over gross opinions to enter into your learned head, whatsoever the unlearned
would tattle: for you know the text of the old law, ¢ Non facies tibi sculptile,’s
forbiddeth no more images now, than another text forbiddeth to us puddings.
And if ‘omnia’ be ‘munda mundis’ to the belly, there can be no cause why
they should be of themselves ‘impura’ to the eye, wherein ye can say much
more. And then, when we have images, to call them idols, is a like fault, in
fond folly, as if a man would call ‘regem’ a tyrant, and then bring in old
writers to prove that ¢ tyrannus’ signified once a king, like as ¢ idolum’ signified
once an image: but like as ¢ tyrannus’ was by consent of men appropriated to

(1) The reference is to a letter addressed to the lord protector, and dated * the last of February.’
[1547.] See p. 24.—Ep.

(2) If this doctrine were plain in king Edward’s time, how chanced it that it was not so plain
with you in queen Mary’s time?

(3) Eusebius of Casarea saith, that he saw the pictures of Paul and Peter kept with a certain
christian man ; but yet he saith not, that those pictures were set up in any church.

(4) [* Eusebius writeth of images.” Hist. Eccles. vii. 18. But he does not state that he saw the pic-
tures of Paul, &c. : ioroprioapey is the word used.—Ep.] What antiquity images had in the church
is declared by the doing and writing of Epiphanius, in his epistle to the bishop of Jerusalem, trans-
lated by Jerome. Item, In the council called ‘ Eliberitanum,” [Elvira in Granada, a.p.277.—Ep.},
article 36, it is to be seen how pictures were forbidden in church walls. [The canon from the
council of Eliberitanum appears in the ¢ Coneil, general. studeo Labbei,” tom. i. col. 974.—Ep.] Item,
In the council of Constantinople sub Leone Imp. images were condemned. Item, Charlemagne,
with the whole council of Francfort, decreed against images, abrogating the vain and frivelous
acts of Irene, in his council a little before. Briefly, concerning the antiquity of images, when
bishops began to cease from preaching in churches, then images began to be set up. [The first
edition of the Caroline Books was printed, as is supposed, at Paris in 1549. The last bears this
title: Augusta Conc. Niceni II. censura, hoc est Carolini de impio imaginum cuitu libri iv,:
Curavit €. Aug. Heumannus; Hanoverz, 1731, We may quote one forcible description of the
character of the Nicene council from this volume: ‘Hujus vanissima Synodi textus nil aliud,
quam materia est, ubistultitia magnitudinem suam exercuit.’ Lib. i. cap. 23. The council under
Leo IV. is included in ‘Goldasti Imperialia decreta de cultu Imag.’ Francorf. 1608; for the
contents of which see ‘Saggitarii Introduet, in Hist. Feecles.’ tom. i. p. 1025.—Ep.}

(8) It is not like for ‘ Non facies sculptile,” that is, moral ; ‘De immundis,” is but ceremonial.






