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ACTS AND MONUMENTS,

CONTINUATION OF BOOK VIII.

PERTAINING TO

THE LAST THREE HUNDRED YEARS FROM THE LOOSING OUT
OF SATAN.

CONTINUING THE HISTORY OF ENGLISH MATTERS APPERTAIN-
ING TO BOTH STATES, AS WELL ECCLESIASTICAL, AS

p, €paminatton, ©catij, and IKtartpcdom of 3Joi>n Jfritfj*
AMONGST all other chances lamentable, there hath been none a Henry

long time which seemed unto me more grievous, than the lamentable vin'
death and cruel handling of John Frith, so learned and excellent a A. D.
young man; who had so profited in all kind of learning and know- 1533

ledge, that there was scarcely his equal amongst all his companions;
and who besides, withal, had such a godliness of life joined with his
doctrine, that it was hard to judge in which of them he was more
commendable, being greatly praiseworthy in them both: but as
touching his doctrine, by the grace of Christ we will speak here-
after.

Of the great godliness which was in him, this may serve for ex-
periment sufficient, for that notwithstanding his other manifold and
singular gifts and ornaments of the mind, in him most pregnant,
wherewithal he might have opened an easy way unto honour and
dignity, notwithstanding he rather chose wholly to consecrate himself
unto the church of Christ, excellently showing forth, and practising
in himself, the precept so highly commended of the philosophers,
touching the life of man: which life, they say, is given unto us in
such sort, that how much the better the man is, so much the less he
should live unto himself, but unto others, serving for the common
utility; and that we should think a great part of our birth to be due
unto our parents, a greater part unto our country, and the greatest
part of all to be bestowed upon the church, if we will be counted
good men. First of all he began his study at Cambridge; in whom

Π) Edition 1563, p. 497. Ed. 1570, p. 1173. Ed. 1576, p. 1004. Ed. 1583, p. 1031. Ed. 1597, p.941.
Ed. 1684, vol. ii. p. 250.—ED.
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THE STORY OF JOHN FRITH.

iienry nature had planted, being but a child, marvellous instinctions and
" . love unto learning, whereunto he was addicted. He had also a

A. D. wonderful promptness of wit, and a ready capacity to receive and
1533· understand any thing, insomuch that he seemed not only to be sent

unto learning, but also born for the same purpose. Neither was there
any diligence wanting in him, equal unto that towardness, or worthy
of his disposition; whereby it came to pass, that he was not only a
lover of learning, but also became an exquisite learned man; in
which exercise when he had diligently laboured certain years, not
without great profit both of Latin and Greek, at last he fell into
knowledge and acquaintance with William Tyndale, through whose
instructions he first received into his heart the seed of the gospel
and sincere godliness.

At that time Thomas Wolsey, cardinal of York, prepared to build
a college in Oxford, marvellously sumptuous, which had the name
and title of Frideswide, but is now named ChristVchurch, not so
much (as it is thought) for the love and zeal that he bare unto
learning, as for an ambitious desire of glory and renown, and to leave
a perpetual name unto posterity. But that building, he being cut
off by the stroke of death (for he was sent for unto the king, accused
of certain crimes, and in the way, by immoderate purgations, killed
himself), was left partly begun, partly half ended and imperfect, and
nothing else save only the kitchen was fully finished. Whereupon
Rodulph Gualter, a learned man, being then in Oxford, and behold-
ing the college, said these words in Latin: " Egregium opus, cardi-
nalis iste instituit collegium, et absolvit popinam." How large and
ample those buildings should have been, what sumptuous cost should
have been bestowed upon the same, may easily be perceived by that
which is already builded, as the kitchen, the hall, and certain cham-
bers, where there is such curious graving and workmanship of stone-
cutters, that all things on every side did glister for the excellency of
the workmanship, for the fineness of the matter, with the gilt antics
and embossings; insomuch that if all the rest had been finished to
that determinate end as it was begun, it might well have excelled
not only all colleges of students, but also palaces of princes. This
ambitious cardinal gathered together into that college whatsoever
excellent thing there was in the whole realm, either vestments, vessels,
or other ornaments, beside provision of all kind of precious things.
Besides that, he also appointed unto that company all such men as
were found to excel in any kind of learning and knowledge ; to re-
cite all whose names in order would be too long. The chief of those
who were called from Cambridge were these: Master Clerk, master
of arts, of thirty-four years of age ; Master Frier, afterwards doctor
of physic, and after that a strong papist; Master Sumner, master of
arts; Master Harman, master of arts, afterwards fellow of Eton col-
lege, and after that a papist; Master Bettes, master of arts, a good
man and zealous, and so remained; Master Cox, master of arts, who
conveyed himself away toward the north, and after was schoolmaster
of Eton, and then chaplain to doctor Goodrich, bishop of Ely, and
by him preferred to king Henry, and, of late, bishop of Ely; John
Frith, bachelor of arts; Bayly, bachelor of arts; Goodman, who
being sick in the prison with the others, was had out, and died in



THE STORY OF JOHN FRITH.

the town; Drumme, who afterwards fell away and forsook the truth;
Thomas Lawney, chaplain of the house, prisoner with John Frith. _

To these join also Taverner of Boston, the good musician,1 besides A. D.
many others called also out of other places, most picked young men, ΐ 5 3 3 >

of grave judgment and sharp wits; who, conferring together upon
the abuses of religion, being at that time crept into the church, were
therefore accused of heresy unto the cardinal, and cast into a prison,
within a deep cave under the ground of the same college, where
their salt fish was laid; so that, through the filthy stench thereof,
they were all infected, and certain of them, taking their death in the
same prison, shortly upon the same being taken out of the prison
into their chambers, there deceased.

The troublers and examiners of these good men, were these: Dr.
London; Dr. Higdon, dean of the said college; and Dr. Cottesford,
commissary.

Master Clerk, Master Sumner, and sir Bayly, eating nothing but
salt fish from February to the midst of August, died all three together
within the compass of one week.

Master Bettes, a witty man, having no books found in his chamber,
through entreaty and surety got out of prison, and so remaining a
space in the college, at last slipped away to Cambridge, and after-
wards was chaplain to queen Anne, and in great favour with her.

Taverner, although he was accused and suspected for hiding of
Clerk's books under the boards in his school, yet the cardinal, for his
music, excused him, saying that he was but a musician: and so he
escaped.

After the death of these men, John Frith with others, by the
cardinal's letter, who sent word that he would not have them so
straitly handled, were dismissed out of prison, upon condition not to
pass above ten miles out of Oxford; which Frith, after hearing of
the examination of Dalaber2 and Garret, who bare then faggots, went
over the sea, and after two years he came over for exhibition of the
prior of Reading (as is thought), and had the prior over with him.

Being at Reading, it happened that he was there taken for a vaga- John
bond, and brought to examination; where the simple man, who could ^ " ^ t h e

not craftily enough colour himself, was set in the stocks. After he g o c k s a t

had sitten there a long time, and was almost pined with hunger, and
would not, for all that, declare what he was, at last he desired that
the schoolmaster of the town might be brought to him, who at that co°nard

time was one Leonard Cox, a man very well learned. As soon as JJ^1-
he came unto him, Frith, by and by, began in the Latin tongue to there?
bewail his captivity.

The schoolmaster, by and by, being overcome with his eloquence,
did not only take pity and compassion upon him, but also began to
love and embrace such an excellent wit and disposition unlooked for,
especially in such a state and misery. Afterwards, conferring more
together upon many things, as touching the universities, schools, and
tongues, they fell from the Latin into the Greek, wherein Frith did
so inflame the love of that schoolmaster towards him, that he brought

(1) This Taverner repented him very much that he had made songs to popish ditties, in the
time of his blindness.

(2) Of this Dalaber, read more in the story of Thomas Garret.
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Henry him into a marvellous admiration, especially when the schoolmaster
1 L heard him so promptly by heart rehearse Homer's verses out of his
~ first book of the I l iad; whereupon the schoolmaster went with all

speed unto the magistrates, grievously complaining of the injury
which they did show unto so excellent and innocent a young man.

John Thus Frith, through the help of the schoolmaster, was freely dis-
through missed out of the stocks, and set at liberty without punishment.
delivered Albeit this his safety continued not long, through the great hatred
OUockf t h e a n c^ deadly pursuit of sir Thomas More, who, at that time being
sir^ho- chancellor of England, persecuted him both by land and sea, beset-

Γάβίίη016 ^m& a ^ *^e w a y s a n c^ h a v e n s > yea> α η (^ promising great rewards, if
perse- y any man could bring him any news or tidings of him.
Frith.°f Thus Frith, being on every part beset with troubles, not knowing

which way to turn him, seeketh for some place to hide him in. Thus
fleeting from one place to another, and often changing both his gar-
ments and place, yet could he be in safety in no place ; no not long
amongst his friends ; so that at last, being traitorously taken (as ye
shall after hear), he was sent unto the Tower of London, where he
had many conflicts with the bishops, but especially in writing with

The occa- sir Thomas More. The first occasion of his writing was this :
Froth's Upon a time he had communication with a certain old familiar friend
r'ainst °^ ^ S ' touching the sacrament of the body and blood of Christ; the
More. whole effect of which disputation consisted specially in these four

points:

I. First, That the matter of the sacrament is no necessary article of faith
under pain of damnation.

II. Secondly, That forasmuch as Christ's natural body in like condition hath
all properties of our body, sin only except, it cannot be, neither is it agreeable
unto reason, that he should be in two places or more at once, contrary to the
nature of our body.

III . Moreover, thirdly, it shall not seem meet or necessary, that we should
in this place understand Christ's words according to the literal sense, but rather
according to the order and phrase of speech, comparing phrase with phrase,
according to the analogy of the Scripture.

IV. Last of all, how that it ought to be received according to the true and
right institution of Christ, albeit that the order which at this time is crept into
the church, and is used now-a-days by the priests, do never so much differ
from it.

The occa- And forasmuch as the treatise of this disputation seemed some-
Fr°rtĥ  what long, his friend desired him that such things as he had reasoned
uronnthe u P o n ^ e WOU1<1 briefly commit unto writing, and give unto him for
sacra- the help of his memory. Frith, albeit he was unwilling, and not
m e n t ' ignorant how dangerous a thing it was to enter into such a conten-

tious matter, at last, notwithstanding, he, being overcome by the
entreaty of his friend, rather followed his will, than looked to his
own safeguard.

William There was at that time in London a tailor named William Holt,
Judas* W^°? feigning a great friendship towards this party, instantly required

of him to give him license to read over that same writing of Frith's ;
which when he unadvisedly did, the other, by and by, carried it unto
More, being then chancellor: which thing, afterwards, was occasion
of great trouble, and also of death, unto the said Frith ; for More,
having not only gotten a copy of his book of this sycophant, but
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also two other copies, which at the same time, in a manner, were Henry
sent him by other promoters, he whetted his wits, and called his 1_
spirits together as much as he might, meaning to refute his opinion A. D.
by a contrary book. 1 5 3 3 ·

The Sum of John Frith's Book of the Sacrament.

This in a manner was the whole sum of the reasons of Frith's book ; first,
to declare the pope's belief of the sacrament to be no necessary article of our
faith; that is to say, that it is no article of our faith necessary to be believed
under pain of damnation, that the sacrament should be the natural body of
Christ: which he thus proveth; for many so believe, and yet in so believing
the sacrament to be the natural body, are not thereby saved, but receive it to
their damnation.

Again, in believing the sacrament to be the natural body, yet that natural
presence of his body in the bread, is not that which saveth us, but his presence
in our hearts by faith. And likewise, the not believing of his bodily presence Not be-
in the sacrament, is not the thing that shall damn us, but the absence of him J^co?-"1

out of our heart, through unbelief. And if it be objected, that it is necessary porai pre-
to believe God's word under pain of damnation : to that he answereth that the sence of
word taken in the right sense, as Christ meant, maintaineth no such bodily no

rdainS

presence as the pope's church doth teach, but rather a sacramental presence, nation.
And that, saith he, may be further confirmed thus:

Argument.

Ce- None of the old fathers before Christ's incarnation were bound under
pain of damnation to believe this point.

la- All we be saved by the same faith that the old fathers were.
rent. Ergo, None of us are bound to believe this point under pain of

damnation.
The first part, saith he, is evident of itself; for how could they believe that

which they never heard nor saw ?
The second part, saith he, appeareth plainly by St. Augustine, writing to

Dardanus, and also by a hundred places more ; neither is there any thing that
he doth more often inculcate than this, that the same faith that saved our
fathers, saveth us also. And therefore upon the truth of these two parts, thus
proved, must the conclusion, saith he, needs follow.

Another Argument.

None of the old fathers before Christ's incarnation, did eat Christ corporally
in their signs, but only mystically and spiritually, and were saved.

All we do eat Christ even as they did, and are saved as they were.
Ergo, None of us do eat Christ corporally, but mystically and spiritually in

our signs, as they did.

For the probation of the first part, Frith, proceeding in his dis-
course, declareth as follows:—

The ancient fathers, before Christ's incarnation, did never believe any
such point of this gross and carnal eating of Christ's body; and yet, notwith-
standing, they did eat him spiritually, and were saved; as Adam, Abraham,
Moses, Aaron, Phinehas, and other godly Israelites besides. All which, saith
he, did eat the body of Christ, and did drink his blood as we do. But this
eating and drinking of theirs was spiritual, pertaining only to faith, and not to
the teeth : ' For they were all under the cloud, and drank of the rock which
followed them; this rock was Christ,'1 who was promised them to come into
the world. And this promise was first made unto Adam, when it was said unto
the serpent, ί I will put hatred between thee and the woman, between her
seed and thy seed,'2 &c. And afterwards again unto Abraham : * In thy seed

(1) 1 Cor. x. (2) Gen. iii.
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Henry shall all people be blessed,'1 &c.: adding also the sacrament of circumcision,
via. w hich was called the covenant; not because it was so indeed, but because it
* ]Λ was a sign and a token of the covenant made between God and Abraham;
1533* a ( m ionishing us thereby, how we should judge and think touching the sacra-

' . ment of his body and blood,· to wit, that albeit it be called the body of Christ,
Bread is yet we should properly understand thereby the fruit of our justification, which
body?&* plentifully floweth unto all the faithful by his most healthful body and blood.
the sacra- Likewise the same promise was made unto Moses, the most meek and gentle
riming c a P t a m °f the Israelites, who did not only himself believe upon Christ, who
cisionVs was so often promised, but also did prefigurate him by divers means, both by
called the the manna which came down from heaven, and also by the water which issued
covenant. Q U t of t h e r o c k j f o r t h e refreshing of the bodies of his people.
Thewater Neither is it to be doubted, but that both manna and this water had a pro-
rock 6and P n e t i c a l mystery in them, declaring the very self-same thing then, which the
bread and bread and the wine do now declare unto us in the sacrament. For this saith St.
wine, fi- Augustine,' Whosoever did understand Christ in the manna, did eat the spiritual
Christ's f°°2 that w e do. But they, who by that manna sought only to fill their bellies,
body. did eat thereof, and are dead.' So, likewise, saith he of the drink: * For the

rock was Christ.2 And, by and by after, he inferreth thus: Moses did eat
manna, and Phinehas also; and many others also did eat thereof, who pleased
God, and are not dead. Why ? because they did understand the visible meat
spiritually. They did spiritually hunger, and did spiritually taste of it, that

The fa- they might be spiritually satisfied. They all did eat the same spiritual meat,
thTsame a n ^ a ^ ^ drink the same spiritual drink: all one spiritual thing, but not all
spiritual, one corporal matter (for they did eat manna, and we another thing), but the
but not self-same spiritual thing that we do; and although they drank the same
corporal6 spiritual drink that we do, yet they drank one thing, and we another: which
food that nevertheless signified all one thing in spiritual effect. How did they drink all
we do. o n e thing 1 The apostle answereth, ' Of the spiritual rock which followed them,

for the rock was Christ.' And Bede also, adding these words, saith, 'Behold
the signs are altered, and yet the faith remaineth one.' Thereby a man may
perceive that the manna which came down from heaven, was the same unto
them, that our sacrament is unto us; and that by either of them is signified,
that the body of Christ came down from heaven; and yet, notwithstanding,
never any of them said that manna was the very body of Messias; as our sacra-
mental bread is not indeed the body of Christ, but a mystical representation of

Manna, the same. For like as the manna which came down from heaven, and the
bodVof bread which is received in the supper, do nourish the body, even so the body
Christ. of Christ coming down from heaven, and being given for us, doth quicken up

the spirits of the believers unto life everlasting. Then, if the salvation of both
people be alike, and their faith also one, there is no cause why we should add
transubstantiation unto our sacrament, more than they believed their manna
to be altered and changed. Moreover because they are named sacraments,
even by the signification of the name they must needs be signs of things, or
else of necessity they can be no sacraments.

Objection. But some may here object and say, If only faith, both unto them and also
unto us, be sufficient for salvation, what need then any sacraments to be insti-

Answer. tuted 1 He answered, that there are three causes why sacraments are insti-
causes tuted. The first St. Augustine declareth in these words, writing against
why sa- Faustus: ' Men,' saith he, ' cannot be knit together into one name of religion,
craments b e jt true or be it false, except they be knit by the society of signs and visible
daiiied. sacraments, the power whereof doth wonderfully prevail, in so much that such

as contemn them are wicked: for that is wickedly contemned, without
which godliness cannot be made perfect, &c. Another cause is, that they
should be helpers to graft and plant faith in our hearts, and for the confirmation

Sacra- of God's promises. But this use of sacraments many are yet ignorant of, and
jnentsnot ^QYQ there be who do preposterously judge of the same, taking the signs for

^ " the thing itself, and worshipping the same: even by like reason in a manner,
as if a man would take the bush that hangeth at the tavern door, and suck it
to slake his thirst, and will not go into the tavern where the wine is. Thirdly,
they do serve unto this use, to stir up the minds and hearts of the faithful to
give thanks unto God for his benefits.

(1) Gen. xxvi. (2) 1 Cor. x.
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And these in a manner are the principal points of Friths book. Henry
When More (as is aforesaid) had gotten a copy of this treatise, VUI'

he sharpened his pen all that he might, to make answer unto this A. D.
young man (for so he calleth him throughout his whole book), but in 1533.
such sort, that when the book was once set forth, and showed unto More
the world, then he endeavoured himself, all that he might, to keep it J^nst
from printing : peradventure lest that any copy thereof should come Frith-
unto Frith's hands. But notwithstanding, when at last Frith had Frith an-
gotten a copy thereof, by means of his friends, he answered him out hTm̂ 11

of the prison, omitting nothing that any man could desire to the per-
fect and absolute handling of the matter. And as it were a great
labour, so do I think it not much necessary to repeat all his reasons
and arguments, or the testimonies which he had gathered out of the
doctors; especially forasmuch as Cranmer, the archbishop of Canter- cranmer
bury, in his apology against the bishop of Winchester, seemed to thePbooky

have collected them abundantly, gathering the principal and chiefest of Frith·
helps from thence that he leaned unto against the other; and I doubt
much whether the archbishop ever gave any more credit unto any
author of that doctrine, than unto this aforesaid Frith.

What dexterity of wit was in him, and excellency of doctrine, it
may appear not only by his books which he wrote of the sacrament,
but also in those which he entitled Of Purgatory. In that quarrel
he withstood the violence of three most obstinate enemies; that is R0Ches-
to say, of Rochester, More, and Rastal, whereof the one by the help *^ More,
of the doctors, the other by wresting of the Scripture, and the third tai
by the help of natural philosophy, had conspired against him. But F?Xst

he, as a Hercules, fighting not against two only, but even with them Frith con-
all three at once, did so overthrow and confound them, that he con- Rastal.
verted Rastal to his part.

Besides all these commendations of this young man, there was also
in him a friendly and prudent moderation in uttering of the truth,
joined with a learned godliness; which virtue hath always so much
prevailed in the church of Christ, that, without it, all other good
gifts of knowledge, be they ever so great, cannot greatly profit, but
oftentimes do very much hurt. And would to God that all things,
in all places, were so free from all kind of dissension, that there were
no mention made amongst Christians of Zuinglians and Lutherans,
when neither Zuinglius nor Luther died for us; but that we might be
all one in Christ. Neither do I think that any thing more grievous
could happen unto those worthy men, than for their names so to be
abused to sects and factions, who so greatly withstood and strove
against all factions. Neither do I here discourse which part came
nearest unto the truth, nor so rashly intermeddle in this matter,
that I will detract any thing from either part, but rather wish of
God I might join either part unto the other.

But now, forasmuch as we treat of the story of John Frith, I can- Prudent
not choose, but must needs earnestly and heartily embrace the pru- Sand
dent and godly moderation which was in that man, who, maintaining g^o?
his quarrel of the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, no less godly thanFrith-
learnedly (and so as no man in a manner had done it more learnedly
and pithily), yet he did it so moderately, without any contention,
that he would never seem to strive against the Papists, except he had
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Henry been driven to it even of necessity. In all other matters, where
1'. necessity did not move him to contend, he was ready to grant all

A. D. things for quietness*1 sake, as his most modest reason and answers did
declare. For when More, disputing in a certain place upon the
sacrament, laid against him the authority of doctor Barnes, for the
presence of the body and blood in the sacrament, he answered unto
More and his companions, that he would promise under this condition,
that if the sentence of Luther and Barnes might be holden as ratified,
he would never speak more words of i t : l for in that point they did
both agree with him, that the sacrament was not to be worshipped; and
that idolatry being taken away, he was content to permit every man to
judge of the sacrament, as God should put into their hearts: for then
there remained no more poison, that any man ought or might be
afraid of. Wherefore, if they did agree in that which was the chief
point of the sacrament, they should easily accord and agree in the
rest.

Modera- Thus much he wrote, in the treatise entitled " The Exile," of
mended1" Barnes against More; which words of this most meek martyr of
in dispu- Christ, if they would take place in the seditious divisions and factions of

these our days, with great ease and little labour men might be brought
to a unity in this controversy; and much more concord and love
should be in the Church, and much less offence given abroad than
there is.

*But2 I know not what cruel pestiferous fury hath secretly inter-
meddled herself in these matters, so corrupt in all things, that there
is almost none so light a cause or occasion wherein one man can
bear with another, if he dissent or disagree from his opinion. And
while every man doth seek, even by the teeth, to defend his own
quarrel, many men would rather seek to give occasion, than, in any
case, seek to relent or remit. There are also some, who will seek to
assuage the matter, but others will willingly take the bellows in
hand to blow the fire, and but few there are that will seek to quench
it. But if we had but a few like this John Frith, these factions, per-
adventure, would easily be accorded, or at least if the opinions could
not be agreed, their minds, notwithstanding, might be united and
joined. Albeit I do not think their opinions to be of so great force
and effect that they should seem to be worthy of all these tragedies,
for so much as they do not of necessity touch either the damnation or
salvation of souls : and again, they are not so far discrepant amongst
themselves, but that they may by reason be reconciled, so that there
be some temperature of FritFs moderation adhibited thereunto,
which may something impetrate and obtain on their part.

Those who judge the reason of the sacrament to be spiritually
understood, do think well, and, peradventure, do draw near to Christ's
mind and institution; but, notwithstanding, they be never a whit
better men than they, who, following the letter together with them,
do take away the superfluity of the ceremonies. They do take away
transubstantiation from the sacrament; the like do the others also.
They take away the sacrifice of the private mass ; the same also do
the others. These men put away all false worshipping; the others

(1) John Frith, speaking according to that time, showed the opinion of Luther might be
received. (2) See Edition 1563, pp. 500, 501.— ED.
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also do not suffer it, but both parts do affirm the presence of Christ Renry
in the mystical supper. Hitherto they both have agreed in these arti- . VIIL

cles: what cause is there then of discord, when they both, as I said, do A. D.
confess the presence of Christ, and disagree only upon the manner of the 1 5 3 3 *
presence, which the one part do affirm to be real, and the other spiritual ?
But how much were it better, in my opinion, if that, by a common
consent of either party, they would come to this point; that every
man being contented with his own opinion, we should all simply agree
upon the presence of Christ, that, even thus, as touching the manner
of his presence, all manner of disputation should cease for a time, and
so, by little and little, all controversies be turned into truce and
quietness ; until that time should breed more love and charity amongst
men, or that love and charity should find a remedy for these con-
troversies.

But this shall now suffice for this present, being more than I was
determined to speak; and, brought hither by occasion of John Frith,
I know not myself by what wind or weather, and peradventure some-
what too far passed into the German seas, now, casting the helm
about, we will hold our course which we had begun, into England, and
treat of the death and examination of John Frith.*

John Frith, after he had now sufficiently contended in his writings Frith
with More, Rochester, and Rastal, Morels son-in-law, was at last ^before
carried to Lambeth, first before the bishop of Canterbury, and after-
wards unto Croydon, before the bishop of Winchester, to plead his
cause. Last of all, he was called before the bishops, in a common
assembly at London, where he constantly defended himself, if he
might have been heard.

The order of his judgment, with the manner of his examination and
the articles which were objected against him, are comprised and set
forth by himself in a letter written and sent unto his friends, whilst
he was prisoner in the Tower.

A Letter1 of John Frith to his Friends, concerning his Troubles;
wherein, after he had first with a brief preface saluted them, entering
then into the matter, thus he writeth :—

I doubt not, dear brethren, but that it doth some deal vex you, to see the one
part to have all the words, and freely to speak what they list, and the others to
be put to silence, and not be heard indifferently. But refer your matters unto
God, who shortly shall judge after another fashion. In the mean time I have
written unto you, as briefly as Τ may, what articles were objected against me,
and what were the principal points of my condemnation, that ye might under-
stand the matter certainly.

The whole matter of this my examination was comprehended in two special
articles, that is to say, Of Purgatory, and Of the substance of the Sacrament.

And first of all, as touching purgatory, they inquired of me whether I did Purga
believe there was any place to purge the spots and filth of the soul after this tory
life? But I said, that I thought there was no such place : for man, (said I) doth
consist and is made only of two parts, that is to say, of the body and the soul,
whereof the one is purged here in this world, by the cross of Christ, which he
layeth upon every child that he receiveth; as affliction, worldly oppression,

(1) This letter is to be seen in the end of that excellent and worthy work which he made in the
Tower, concerning the sacrament of the body and blood of Christ. [The title of this letter is Ά
Boke made by Johan Fryth, prysonner in the Tour of London, answering unto M.Mores letter against
the treatyse Johan Fryth made concerning the sacrament, &c. printed at London by Anthony
Scoloker, 1548; and afterwards by R Jugge, 8vo. 1548. Ames' Typographical Antiquities, by
Dibdin, vol. iv. p. 197.—ED.]
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Henry persecution, imprisonment, &c. The last of all, the reward of sin, which is
VIIL death, is laid upon us : but the soul is purged with the word of God, which we

* Λ -ρ* receive through faith, to the salvation both of body and soul. Now if ye can
, -'„ rJ show me a third part of man besides the body and the soul, I will also grant

' ' unto you the third place, which ye do call purgatory. But because ye cannot
do this, I must also of necessity deny unto you the bishop of Rome's purgatory.
Nevertheless I count neither part a necessary article of our faith, to be believed
under pain of damnation, whether there be such a purgatory or no.

Secondly, They examined me touching the sacrament of the altar, whether it
was the very body of Christ or no?

The sa- I answered, that I thought it was botb Christ's body and also our body, as
crament̂  ^ p a u i teacheth us in 1 Cor. x. For in that it is made one bread of many
body™1 S corns, it is called our body, which, being divers and many members, are associ-

ated and gathered together into one fellowship or body. Likewise of the wine,
which is gathered of many clusters of grapes, and is made into one liquor. But
the same bread again, in that it is broken, is the body of Christ; declaring his
body to be broken and delivered unto death, to redeem us from our iniquities.

Furthermore, in that the sacrament is distributed, it is Christ's body, signifying
that as verily as the sacrament is distributed unto us, so verily are Christ's body
and the fruit of his passion distributed unto all faithful people.

In that it is received, it is Christ's body, signifying that as verily as the
outward man receiveth the sacrament with his teeth and mouth, so verily doth
the inward man, through faith, receive Christ's body and the fruit of his passion,
and is as sure of it as of the bread which he eateth.

Transub- Well (said they) dost thou not think that his very natural body, flesh, blood,
stantia- a n ( j b o n e ) j s really contained under the sacrament, and there present without all

figure or similitude ? No (said I), I do not so think : notwithstanding I would
not that any should count, that I make my saying (which is the negative) any
article of faith. For even as I say, that you ought not to make any necessary
article of the faith of your part (which is the affirmative), so I say again, that we
make no necessary article of the faith of our part, but leave it indifferent for all
men to judge therein, as God shall open their hearts, and no side to condemn or
despise the other, but to nourish in all things brotherly love; and one to bear
another's infirmity.

After this they alleged the place of St. Augustine, where he saith, ' He was
carried in his own hands.' l

The Whereunto I answered, that St. Augustine was a plain interpreter of him-
s^Au^ s e ^ ' ^ o r ^ e n a * n m a n ° ther place, ' He was carried as it were in his own hands: ' 2

gustine which is a phrase of speech not of one that doth simply affirm, but only of one
expound- expressing a thing by a similitude. And albeit that St. Augustine had not thus
e · expounded himself, yet, writing unto Boniface, he doth plainly admonish all

men, that the sacraments do represent and signify those things whereof they are
sacraments, and many times even of the similitudes of the things themselves,
they do take their names. And therefore, according to this rule, it may be said,
he was borne in his own hands, when he bare in his hands the sacrament of his
body and blood.

Then they alleged a place of Chrysostome, which, at the first blush, may
seem to make much for them, who, in a certain Homily upon the Supper,
writeth thus : * Dost thou see bread and wine ? Do they depart from thee into
the draught, as other meats do ? No, God forbid! for as in wax, when it cometh
to the fire, nothing of the substance remaineth or abideth; so likewise think
that the mysteries are consumed by the substance of the body,' &c.

The place These words I expounded by the words of the same doctor, who, in another
sostome Homily, saith on this manner; ' The inward eyes,' saith he, 'as soon as they
answered, see the bread, they flee over all creatures, and do not think of the bread that is
Chryso- baked by the baker, but of the bread of everlasting life, which is signified by
poundetl t n e m y s t i c a l bread.' Now confer these places together, and you shall perceive
himself, that the last expoundeth the first plainly. For he saith, Dost thou see the bread

and wine ? I answer by the second, Nay. For the inward eyes, as soon as
they see the bread, do pass over all creatures, and do not any longer think upon
the bread, but upon him that is signified by the bread. And after this manner

(1) ' Ferabatur in manibus propriis.' (2) ' Ferabatur tanquam in manibus suis.'
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he seeth it, and again he seeth it not: for as he seeth it with his outward and Henry
carnal eyes, so with his inward eyes he seeth it not; that is to say, regardeth VI11-
not the hread, or thinketh not upon it, but is otherwise occupied. Even as
when we play or do any thing else negligently, we commonly are wont to say,
we see not what we do; not that indeed we do not see that which we go about,
but because our mind is fixed on some other thing, and doth not attend unto
that which the eyes do see.

In like manner may it be answered unto that which followeth; ' Do they
avoid from thee,' saith he, ' into the draught as other meats do?' I will not so
say, for other meats, passing through the bowels, after they have of themselves
given nourishment unto the body, be voided into the draught: but this is a
spiritual meat, which is received by faith, and nourisheth both body and soul
unto everlasting life, neither is it at any time avoided as other meats are.

And as before I said that the external eyes do behold the bread, which the
inward eyes, being otherwise occupied, do not behold or think upon, even so
our outward man doth digest the bread, and void it into the draught; but the
inward man doth neither regard nor think upon it, but thinketh upon the thing
itself that is signified by that bread. And therefore Chrysostome,1 a little before
the words which they alleged, saith; * Lift up your minds and hearts:' whereby
he admonisheth us to look upon and consider those heavenly things which are
represented and signified by the bread and wine, and not to mark the bread
and wine itself.

Here they said, that was not Chrysostome's mind; but that by this example
he declareth that there remained no bread nor wine. I answered, that was false:
for the example that he taketh tendeth to no other purpose, but to call away
our spiritual eyes from the beholding of visible things, and to transport them
another way, as if the things which are seen were of no force. Therefore he
draweth away our mind from the consideration of these things, and fixeth it Mysteries
upon him who is signified unto us by the same. The very words which follow, t 0 .^ ?een

sufficiently declare this to be the true meaning of the author, where he ward'11

commandeth us to consider all things with our inward eyes; that is to say, eyes,
spiritually.

But whether Chrysostome's words do tend either to this or that sense, yet do chryso-
they indifferently make on our part against our adversaries, which way soever stome
we do understand them. For if he thought that the bread and wine do remain, theTpo-
we have no further to travel: but if he meant contrariwise, that they do not pish doc-
remain, but that the natures of the bread and wine are altered, then are the 2 j e of

bread and wine falsely named sacraments and mysteries, which can be said in merit.
no place to be in the nature of things: for that which is in no place, how can The ob-
it be a sacrament, or supply the room of a mystery? Finally, if he speak only Jchiy°so-°f

of the outward forms and shapes (as we call them), it is most certain that they stome
do continually remain, and that by the substance of the body they are not con- ^ v o ^ d

sumed in any place: wherefore it must necessarily follow that the words of lemma.
Chrysostome be to be understood in such sense as I have declared.

Here peradventure many would marvel,2 that forasmuch as the matter touch-
ing the substance of the sacrament, is separate from the articles of faith, and
bindeth no man of necessity either unto salvation or damnation, whether he
believe it or not, but rather may be left indifferently unto all men, freely to
judge either on the one part or on the other, according to his own mind, so that
neither part do contemn or despise the other, but that all love and chanty be
still holden and kept in this dissension of opinions: what then is the cause, why
I would therefore so willingly suffer death ? The cause why I die is this: for
that I cannot agree with the divines and other head prelates, that it should be
necessarily determined to be an article of faith, and that we should believe,
under pain of damnation, the substance of the bread and wine to be changed
into the body and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ, the form and shape only
not being changed. Which thing if it were most true (as they shall never be
able to prove it by any authority of the Scripture or doctors), yet shall they not

(1) The argument from Chrysostome: the belly of man cannot avoid any part of Christ's body:
the belly of man avoideth some part of every thing that the mouth receiveth: ergo, the mouth of
man receiveth not the body of Christ.

(2) A question is here asked, with the cause declared, why that, seeing the matter of the sacra-
ment itself importeth neither salvation nor damnation, Frith offereth himself to death for the
same?
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Henry so bring to pass, that that doctrine, were it ever so true, should be holden for
VI11· a necessary article of faith. For there are many things, both in the Scriptures
* β and other places, which we are not bound of necessity to believe as an article of
I533' faith. So it is true, that I was a prisoner and in bonds when I wrote these

L things, and yet, for all that, I will not hold it as an article of faith,1 but that you
may, without danger of damnation, either believe it, or think the contrary.

Three But as touching the cause why I cannot affirm the doctrine of transubstantia-
causes tion, divers reasons do lead me thereunto: first, for that I do plainly see it to
Tubst-an"" be ^ s e a n c * v a m ? a n ^ n o t t o ^ e grounded upon any reason, either of ihe Scrip-
tiation is tures, or of approved doctors. Secondly, for that by my example I would not
believe? ^ e a n a u t n o r u n t o Christians to admit any thing as a matter of faith, more than

the necessary points of their creed, wherein the whole sum of our salvation doth
consist, especially such things, the belief whereof hath no certain argument of
authority or reason. I added moreover, that their church (as they call it) hath
no such power and authority, that it either ought or may bind us, under the
peril of our souls, to the believing of any such articles. Thirdly, because I will
not, for the favour of our divines or priests, be prejudicial in this point unto so
man}' nations, of Germans, Helvetians, and others, which, altogether rejecting
the transubstantiation of the bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ,
are all of the same opinion that I am, as well those that take Luther's part, as
those that hold with CEcolampadius. Which things standing in this case, I
suppose there is no man of any upright conscience, who will not allow the
reason of my death, which I am put unto for this only cause, that I do not think
transubstantiation, although it were true indeed, to be established for an article
of faith.

And thus much hitherto as touching the articles and whole disputa-
tion of John Frith, which was done with all moderation and upright-
ness. But when no reason would prevail against the force and cruelty
of these furious foes, on the 20th day of June, A.D. 1538, he was
brought before the bishops of London, Winchester, and Lincoln,
who, sitting in St. Paul's, on Friday the 20th day of June, ministered
certain interrogatories upon the sacrament of the supper, and purga-
tory, unto the said Frith, as is above declared; to which when he
had answered, and showed his mind in form and effect, as by his own
words above doth appear, he afterwards subscribed to his answers

The sub- with his own hand, in these words:2 " I Frith, thus do think ; and
ofrjoimn as I think, so have I said, written, taught, and affirmed, and in my
Frith· books have published."

But when Frith by no means could be persuaded to recant these
articles aforesaid, neither be brought to believe that the sacrament is
an article of faith, but said, " Fiat judicium et justitia:" he was con-

Frith con- demned by the bishop of London to be burned, and sentence given
demned. a g a m s j . j ^ . ^ ^nor whereof here ensueth.

The Sentence given against John Frith.

In the name of God, Amen. We, John, by the permission of God, bishop
of London, lawfully and rightly proceeding with all godly favour, by the au-
thority and virtue of our office, against thee, John Frith, of our jurisdiction,
before us personally here present, being accused and detected, and notoriously
slandered of heresy; having heard, seen, and understood, and with diligent de-
liberation weighed, discussed, and considered, the merits of the cause, all things
being observed which by us in this behalf, by order of law, ought to be observed,
sitting in our judgment seat, the name of Christ being first called upon, and
having God only before our eyes,3 because by the acts enacted, propounded,

(1) This is to be weighed with the time when Frith wrote.
(2) ' Ego Frithus ita sentio, et quemadmodum sentio, ita dixi, scripsi, asserui, et affirmavi,' &e.
(3) As they had, which crucified Christ.
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and exhibited in this manner, and by thine own confession judicially made Henry
before us, we do find, that thou hast taught, holden, and affirmed, and obstinately VIIL

defended, divers errors and heresies, and damnable opinions, contrary to the doc-
trine and determination of the holy church, and especially against the reverend
sacrament; and albeit that we, following the example of Christ, l which would
not the death of a sinner, but rather that he should convert and live,' have
oftentimes gone about to correct thee, and by all lawful means that we could,
and most wholesome admonitions that we did know, to reduce thee again to
the true faith, and the unity of the universal catholic church, notwithstanding
we have found thee obstinate and stiff-necked, willingly continuing in thy
damnable opinions and heresies, and refusing to return again unto the true
faith and unity of the holy mother church, and as the child of wickedness and
darkness, so to have hardened thy heart, that thou wilt not understand the
voice of thy shepherd, who, with a fatherly aifection, doth seek after thee, nor
wilt be allured with his godly and fatherly admonitions: We therefore, John,
the bishop aforesaid, not willing that thou who art wicked, shouldest become
more wicked, and infect the Lord's flock with thy heresy, which we are greatly
afraid of, do judge thee, and definitively condemn thee, the said John Frith,
thy demerits and faults being aggravated through thy damnable obstinacy, as
guilty of most detestable heresies, and as an obstinate impenitent sinner, re-
fusing penitently to return to the lap and unity of the holy mother church; and
that thou hast been and art, by law, excommunicated, and do pronounce and
declare thee to be an excommunicated person: Also we pronounce and declare
thee to be a heretic, to be cast out from the church, and left unto the judg-
ment of the secular power, and now presently so do leave thee unto the secular
power, and their judgment; most earnestly requiring them, in the bowels of Modera-
our Lord Jesus Christ, that this execution and punishment, worthily to be done SjJI^i6"
upon thee, may be so moderated, that the rigour thereof be not too extreme, but ποτκ*
nor yet the gentleness too much mitigated, but that it may be to the salvation shown.
of thy soul, to the extirpation, terror, and conversion of heretics, to the unity
of the catholic faith, by this our sentence definitive, or final decree, which we
here promulgate in this form aforesaid.

This sentence thus read, the bishop of London directed his letter Frith de-
to sir Stephen Peacock, mayor of London, and the sheriffs of the }h

v

e

er

Secu-°
same city, for the receiving of the aforesaid John Frith into their l a r hand8·
charge; who, being so delivered over unto them the 4th day of July,
in the year aforesaid, was by them carried into Smithfield to be
burned. And when he was tied unto the stake, there it sufficiently
appeared with what constancy and courage he suffered death; for His con-
when the faggots and fire were put unto him, he willingly embraced j^S
the same; thereby declaring with what uprightness of mind he
suffered his death for Chrises sake, and the true doctrine, whereof
that day he gave, with his blood, a perfect and firm testimony. The
wind made his death somewhat the longer, which bare away the flame
from him unto his fellow that was tied to his back: but he had
established his mind with such patience, God giving him strength,
that even as though he had felt no pain in that long torment,
he seemed rather to rejoice for his fellow, than to be careful for
himself.

This truly is the power and strength of Christ, striving and van-
quishing in his saints; Who sanctify us together with them, and direct
us in all things to the glory of his holy name ! Amen.

The day before the burning of these worthy men of God, the
bishop of London certified king Henry VIII. of his worthy, yea,
rather wolfish, proceeding against these men: the tenor whereof
hereunder ensueth:
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Henry

*The Letter of John, Bishop of London, to certify the King of the
A.D. Condemnation of John Frith and Andrew Hewet.

<—-—— Unto1 the most noble prince and lord in Christ, our lord Henry the eighth, by
the grace of God king of England and of France, and lord of Ireland, defender
of the faith: John, by the permission of God, bishop of London, with all
manner of reverence, honour, and subjection. Whereas we, in a certain busi-
ness of inquisition of heresy against certain men, John Frith and Andrew
Hewet, heretics, have judged and condemned either of them, as obstinate,
impenitent, and incorrigible heretics, by our sentence definitive, and have de-
livered the said John and Andrew unto the honourable man, sir Stephen Pea-
cock, mayor of your city of London, and John Martin, one of your sheriffs of
the same city (being personally present with us in judgment, according to the
order of the law); and therefore all and singular the premises so by us done,
we notify and signify unto your highness, by these presents sealed with our
seal.

Dated the third day of July, in the year of our Lord 1533, and in the third
year of our consecration.*

Sintircto ^tfnet burned imtfj M*$ttt 3fritij,
Andrew Hewet, born in Feversham, in the county of Kent, a

young man of the age of four and twenty years, was apprentice with
one Master Warren, a tailor in Watling-street. And as it happened
that he went upon a holy-day into Fleet-street, towards St. Dun-
stands, he met with one William Holt, who was foreman with the
king's tailor, at that present called Master Malte; and being
suspected by the same Holt, who was a dissembling wretch, to be
one that favoured the gospel, after a little talk had with him, he
went into an honest house about Fleet-bridge, which was a book-
seller's house. Then Holt, thinking he had found good occasion to
show forth some fruit of his wickedness, sent for certain officers, and

Hewet searched the house, and finding the same Andrew, apprehended him,
Ked. an(* carried him to the bishop's house, where he was cast into irons;

and being there a good space, by the means of a certain honest man,
he had a file conveyed unto him,2 wherewith he filed off his irons,
and when he spied his time, he got out of the gate. But being a
man unskilful to hide himself, for lack of good acquaintance, he went
into Smithfield, and there met with one Withers, who was a hypo-
crite, as Holt was. This Withers, understanding how he had
escaped, and that he knew not whither to go, pretending a fair
countenance unto him, willed him to go with him, promising that he
should be provided for; and so kept him in the country where he
had to do, from Low-Sunday till Whitsuntide, and then brought
him to London, to the house of one John Chapman in Hosier-lane
beside Smithfield, and there left him for the space of two days.

Then he came to the said Chapman's house again, and brought
Holt with him. And when they met with the said Andrew, they
seemed as though they meant to do him very much good; and Holt,
for his part, said that if he should bring any man in trouble (as the
voice was that he had done the said Andrew), it were pity but that
the earth should open and swallow him up: insomuch that they

(1) See Edition 1563, p. 505 ; where it is also given in Latin.—ED.
(2) The man that gave him this file was Valentine Freese, the painter's brother, who was after-

wards, with his wife, burned in York.
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would needs sup there that night, and prepared meat of their own Henry
charges. At night they came, and brought certain guests with them, VHI'
because they would have the matter to seem as though it had come A. D.
out by others. When they had supped, they went their way, and 1533<

Holt took out of his purse two groats, and gave them to the said
Andrew, and embraced him in his arms. As they were gone out,
there came in one John Tibauld, who was banished from his own John TJ-
house by an injunction, for he had been four times in prison for thnl^n6

Christ's causer And within an hour after that Holt and Withers ]^?s
s
t
for

were gone, the bishop's chancellor, and one called sergeant Weaver,
came, and brought with them the watch, and searched the house,
where they found the said John Chapman and the beforenamed
Andrew, and John Tibauld, whom they bound with ropes which Hewet
sergeant Weaver had brought with him, and so carried them to the tf£en.
bishop's house: but Andrew Hewet they sent unto the Lollards'
tower, and kept Chapman and Tibauld asunder, watched by two
priests' servants. The next day bishop Stokesley came from Fulham,
and after they were examined with a few threatening words, Chapman chapman
was committed to the stocks, with this threat, that he should tell stocks.
another tale, or else he should sit there till his heels did drop off, &c.: t
and Tibauld was shut up in a close chamber; but, by God's pro-
vision, he was well delivered out of prison, albeit he could not enjoy
his house and land because of the bishop's injunction, but was fain to
sell all that he had in Essex; for the tenor of his injunction was,
that he should not come within seven miles of his own house. And Tibauld
the aforesaid Chapman, after five weeks' imprisonment (whereof three J?oml°
weeks he sat in the stocks), by much suit made unto the lord chan- ^ ™
cellor, who at that time was lord Audley, after many threatenings miles of
was delivered: but the said Andrew Hewet, after long and cruel
imprisonment, was condemned to death, and burned with John Frith.
The examination of Hewet here followeth.

On the £Oth day of the month of April, Andrew Hewet was Hewet
brought before the chancellor of the bishop of London, where was before the
objected against him, that he believed the sacrament of the altar, blshoP·
after the consecration, to be but a signification of the body of Christ,
and that the host consecrated was not the very body of Christ. Now,
forasmuch as this article seemed heinous unto them, they would do
nothing in it without the consent of learned counsel: whereupon the
bishop of London, associated with the bishops of Lincoln and Win-
chester, called him again before them ; where, it being demanded of
him what he thought as touching the sacrament of the last supper ;
he answered, " Even as John Frith doth." Then said one of the
bishops unto him, " Dost thou not believe that it is really the body
of Christ, born of the Virgin Mary ?" " So," saith he, " do not I not™ be
believe." " W h y not?" said the bishop. "Because," said he, ?o

eljee
ve(i

" Christ commanded me not to give credit rashly unto all men, -who [ j ; ^ *"a_
say, ' Behold, here is Christ, and there is Christ; for many false pro- ment.
phets shall rise up, saith the Lord. '"

Then certain of the bishops smiled at him ; and Stokesley, the
bishop of London, said, " Why, Frith is a heretic, and already judged
to be burned; and except thou revoke thine opinion, thou shalt be
burned also with him." " Truly," saith he, " I am content there-

VOL. v. c
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Henry withal." Then the bishop asked him if he would forsake his opinions;
VIIL whereunto he answered, that he would do as Frith did : whereupon

A · V- he was sent unto the prison to Frith, and afterwards they were carried
1533* . together to the fire. The bishops used many persuasions to allure

He wetconstant tn^s E00^ m a n fr°m t n e t m t n > t o follow them: but he, manfully pei-
in the sisting in the truth, would not recant. Wherefore on the 4th day of

July, in the afternoon, he was carried into Smithfield with Frith, and
there burned.

Hewet When they were at the stake, one doctor Cook, a parson in Lon-
with6 don, openly admonished all the people, that they should in no wise
Frith. p r ay for thej^ n o more than they would do for a dog; at which

F i h ili d i d h L d f i hi Th
p y ^ y g;
words Frith, smiling, desired the Lord to forgive him. These words
did not a little move the people unto anger, and not without good
cause. Thus these two blessed martyrs committed their souls into
the hands of God.

€(je ttetcitp of tlje $ej#etution and 3£eatf) of <£{joma£ 23enet, tmrneti
in «fleeter: collected ana testified ftp 3!of)n ©otoei, altag S f t

This Thomas Benet was born in Cambridge, and, by order of degree,
of the university there made master of arts, and, as some think, was
also a priest; a man doubtless very well learned, and of a godly
disposition, being of the acquaintance and familiarity of Thomas

Benet Bilney, the famous and glorious martyr of Christ. This man, the more
fro?nth n e did grow and increase in the knowledge of God and his holy word,
cam- the more he did mislike and abhor the corrupt state of religion then
Devon- ° used; and therefore, thinking his own country to be no safe place for him
shire. t o r e m a m ^ a n ( j being desirous to live in more freedom of conscience,

he did forsake the university, and went into Devonshire, A.D. 1524,
and first dwelled in a market-town, named Torrington, both town and
country being to him altogether unknown, as he was also unknown to
all men there; where, for the better maintenance of himself and his
wife, he did practise to teach young children, and kept a school for
the same purpose. But that town not serving his expectation, after

comes to his abode one year there, he came to the city of Exeter; and there,
Exeter, hiring a house in a street called the Butcher-row, did exercise the

teaching of children, and by that means sustained his wife and family.
He was of a quiet behaviour, of a godly conversation, and of a very
courteous nature, humble to all men, and offensive to nobody. His
greatest delight was to be at all sermons and preachings, whereof he
was a diligent and attentive hearer. The time which he had to spare
from teaching, he gave wholly to his private study in the Scriptures,
having no dealings nor conferences with any body, saving with such as
he could learn and understand to be favourers of the gospel, and
zealous of God's true religion : of such he would be inquisitive,
and most desirous to join himself unto them. And therefore, under-

wiiiiam standing that one William Strowd, of Newnham, in the county of
fmp5-d Devonshire, esquire, was committed to the bishop's prison in Exeter,
Exeterin u P o n suspicion of heresy, although he were never before acquainted
for God's with him, yet did he send his letters of comfort and consolation unto

him ; wherein, to avoid all suspicion which might be conceived of him,
he did disclose himself, and utter what he was, and the causes of his
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being in the country, writing among other things these words : " Be- Henry
cause I would not be a whoremonger, or an unclean person, therefore L
I married a wife, with whom I have hidden myself in Devonshire, A. p .
from the tyranny of the antichristians, these six years.**l 5 ^ 3 '

But, as every tree and herb hath its due time to bring forth its J^y
fruit, so did'it appear by this man. For he, daily seeing the glory of married.
God to be so blasphemed, idolatrous religion so embraced and main-
tained,2 and that most false usurped power of the bishop of Rome so
extolled, was so grieved in conscience, and troubled in spirit, that he
could not be quiet till he did utter his mind therein. Wherefore, ^ & ο ά ΐ 3 Γ

dealing privately with certain of his friends, he did plainly open and
disclose how blasphemously and abominably God was dishonoured,
his word contemned, and his people, whom he so dearly bought, were,
by blind guides, carried headlong to everlasting damnation : and
therefore he could no longer endure, but must needs, and would,
utter their abominations ; and for his own part, for the testimony of
his conscience, and for the defence of God^s true religion, would yield
himself most patiently (as near as God would give him grace) to die
and to shed his blood therein ; alleging that his death should be more
profitable to the church of God, and for the edifying of his people,
than his life should be. To whose persuasions when his friends had
yielded, they promised to pray to God for him, that he might be
strong in the cause, and continue a faithful soldier to the end : which
done, he gave order for the bestowing of such books as he had, and
very shortly after, in the month of October, he wrote his mind in cer-
tain scrolls of paper, which, in secret manner, he set upon the doors Benet
of the cathedral church of the city; in which was written, " The biiisethup

pope is Antichrist; and we ought to worship God only, and no saints." th?pope

These bills being found, there was no small ado, and no little
search made for the inquiry of the heretic that should set up these
bills : and the mayor and his officers were not so busy to make
searches to find this heretic, but the bishop and all his doctors were
as hot as coals, and enkindled as though they had been stung with a
sort of wasps. Wherefore, to keep the people in their former blind-
ness, order was taken that the doctors should in haste up to the
pulpit every day, and confute this heresy. Nevertheless this Thomas
Benet, keeping his own doings in secret, went the Sunday following
to the cathedral church to the sermon, and by chance sat down by
two men, who were the busiest in all the city in seeking and search-
ing for this heretic ; and they, beholding this Benet, said the one to
the other, " Surely this fellow, by all likelihood, is the heretic that
hath set up the bills, and it were good to examine him." Never- Almost
theless, when they had well beheld him, and saw the quiet and sober the

en m

behaviour of the man, his attentiveness to the preacher, his godliness c h u r c h ·
in the church, being always occupied in his book, which was a Testa-
ment in the Latin tongue, they were astonied, and had no power to The
speak unto him, but departed, and left him reading in his book. As i^vary
touching this point of Benets behaviour in the church, I find the £ £ c h i n g

reports of some others a little to vary, and yet not much contrary taking.

(1) ' Ut ne scortator aut immundus essem, uxorem duxi, cum qua hisce sex annis ab istorum
Antichristianorum manibus in Devonia latitavi.'

(2) Antichristians are those who are against Christ.
r 9.
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one to the other. For in receiving the letters and writings of a cer-
tain minister, who at the same time was present at the doing hereof

A · D· i n Exeter, thus I find moreover added, concerning the behaviour of
1 5 3 3 ' this Thomas Benet in the church.

Doctors At that time, saith he, as I remember, Dr. Moreman, Crispin,
friars in Caseley, with such others, bare the swinge there. Besides these, were
Exeter. a j s o preachers there, one Dr. Bascavild, an unlearned doctor, God

knoweth; and one Dr. David, as well learned as he, both grey friars,
and Doctor I-know-not-who, a black friar, not much inferior unto
them. Moreover, there was one bachelor of divinity, a grey friar

Gregory named Gregory Basset, more learned indeed than they all, but as
Basset, kjhicl and superstitious as he which was most ; which Gregory, not

long before, was revolted from the way of righteousness, to the way
of Belial: for in Bristol, saith the author, he lay in prison long, and
was almost famished, for having a book of Martin Luther, called his
Questions, which he a long time privily had studied, and for the
teaching of youth a certain catechism. To be short, the brains of
the canons and priests, the officers and commons of that city, were
very earnestly busied, how, or by what means, such an enormous
heretic, who had pricked up those bills, might be espied and known :
but it was long first. A t last, the priests found out a toy to curse
him, whatsoever he were, with book, bell, and candle; which curse
at that day, seemed most fearful and terrible. The manner of the
curse was after this sort.

The One of the priests, apparelled all in white, ascended up into the
curse,8 pulpit. The other rabblement, with certain of the two orders of
noetyteCnn friars, and certain superstitious monks of St. Nicholas' house standing
whom, round about, and the cross (as the custom was) being holden up

with holy candles of wax fixed to the same, he began his sermon with
this theme of Joshua, " There is blasphemy in the army ;"* and so
made a long protestation, but not so long as tedious and superstitious :
and so concluded that that foul and abominable heretic who had put
up such blasphemous bills, was, for that his blasphemy, damnably
accursed ; and besought God, our lady, St. Peter, patron of that
church, with all the holy company of martyrs, confessors, and virgins,
that it might be known what heretic had put up such blasphemous
bills, that God's people might avoid the vengeance.

The manner of the cursing of the said Benet was marvellous to
behold, forasmuch as at that time there were few or none, unless a
shearman or two, whose houses, I well remember, were searched for
bills at that time, and for books, that knew any thing of God's
matters, or how God doth bless their curses in such cases. Then
said the prelate thus:

The Pope's Curse, with Book, Bell, and Candle.

Here is By the authority of God the Father Almighty, and of the blessed Virgin
charity Mary, of Saint Peter and Paul, and of the holy saints, we excommunicate, we
so ' utterly curse and ban, commit and deliver to the devil of hell, him or her,

whatsoever he or she be, that hath,—in spite of God and of St. Peter, whose
church this is, in spite of all holy saints, and in spite of our most holy father
the pope, God's vicar here in earth, and in spite of the reverend father in God,
John our diocesan, and the worshipful canons, masters, and priests, and clerks,

(1) ' Est blasphemia in castris.'



HIS. APPREHENSION AND IMPRISONMENT. #1

who serve God daily in this cathedral church,—fixed up with wax such cursed Henry
and heretical bills, full of blasphemy, upon the doors of this and other holy VUL

churches within this city. Excommunicated plainly be he or she plenally, or ^ . D .
they, and delivered over to the devil, as perpetual malefactors and schismatics. 1533
Accursed may they be,1 and given body and soul to the devil. Cursed be they, ~
he or she, in cities and towns, in fields, in ways, in paths, in houses, out of
houses, and in all other places, standing, lying, or rising, walking, running,
waking, sleeping, eating, drinking, and whatsoever thing they do besides. We
separate them, him or her, from the threshold, and from all the good prayers
of the church; from the participation of the holy mass; from all sacraments,
chapels, and altars; from holy bread and holy water; from all the merits of
God's priests and religious men, and from all their cloisters; from all their
pardons, privileges, grants, and immunities, which all the holy fathers, popes
of Rome, have granted to them; and we give them over utterly to the power
of the fiend: and let us quench their souls, if they be dead, this night in the
pains of hell-fire, as this candle is now quenched and put out (and with that he

and all holy saints, that all the senses of their bodies may fail them, and that popeiings.
they may have no feeling, as now the light of this candle is gone (and so he
put out the third candle) except they, he or she, come openly now and confess
their blasphemy, and by repentance, as much as in them shall lie, make
satisfaction unto God, our lady, St. Peter, and the worshipful company of this
cathedral church: and as this holy cross-staff now falleth down, so may they,
except they repent and show themselves.

Here, one first taking away the cross, the staff fell down. But
Lord ! what a shout and noise was there; what terrible fear; what
holding up of hands to heaven : that curse was so terrible !

Now this fond foolish fantasy and mockery being done and played, f™e£d

which was to a Christian heart a thing ridiculous, Benet could no at their
longer forbear, but fell to great laughter, but within himself, and for cursmg·
a great space could not cease; by which thing the poor man was
espied. For those that were next to him, wondering at that great
curse, and believing that it could not but light on one or other, asked
good Benet, for what cause he should so laugh. " My friends," said
he, "who can forbear, seeing such merry conceits and interludes
played by the priests ?" Straightway a noise was made, Here is the
heretic ! here is the heretic ! hold him fast, hold him fast! With
that, there was a great confusion of voices, and much clapping of
hands, and yet they were uncertain whether he were the heretic or
no. Some say, that upon the same he was taken and apprehended.
Others report, that his enemies, being uncertain of him, departed,
and so he went home to his house; where he, being not able to
digest the lies there preached, renewed his former bills, and caused
his boy, early in the morning following, to set the said bills upon
the gates of the churchyard. As the boy was setting one of the said Benet is
bills upon a gate, called ' The little Stile,' it chanced that one means of
W . S., going to the cathedral church to hear a mass, called Barton's ^ [ ^
Mass, which was then daily said about five o^elock in the morning, his Mis-
found the boy at the gate, and asking him whose boy he was, did
charge him to be the heretic that had set up the bills upon the gates:
wherefore, pulling down the bill, he brought the same, together with
the boy, before the mayor of the city ; and thereupon Benet, being
known and taken, was violently committed to ward.

(1) ' Bless and curse not,' saith the Lord; ' curse and bless not,' saith the pope.
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Henry On the morrow began both the canons and the heads of the city
. joined with them, to fell to examination; with whom, for that day, he

A. D. had not much communication, but confessed and said to them, " I t was
1 5 3 3 even I that put up those bills; and if it were to do, I would yet do

^ a £ a * n ; ^or m ^ i e m ^ ^ a v e w r ^ e n n°thing k u t wna-t is very truth."
C l d h " id h " l l h d l d h i d b

ffesseti ^ a £ a * n ; ^or m ^ i e m ^ ^ a v e w r ^ e n n°thing k u t wna-t is very truth.
thl'cause " Couldst not thou," said they, "as well have declared thy mind by
sveiythem mouth, as by putting up bills of blasphemy ?" " No," said he, " I
UP· put up the bills, that many should read and hear what abominable

blasphemers ye are, and that they might the better know your Anti-
christ, the pope, to be that boar out of the wood, which destroyeth
and throweth down the hedges of God's church; for if I had been heard
to speak but one word, I should have been clapped fast in prison, and
the matter of God hidden. But now I trust more of your blasphemous
doings will thereby be opened and come to light; for God will so
have it, and no longer will suffer you."

Msntio ^ e n e x ^ ^ay a^ e r? n e w a s s e n^ u n ^° ^n e bishop, who first com-
the mitted him to prison, called ' The Bishop's Prison,*5 where he was
prison.8 kept in stocks and strong irons, with as much favour as a dog should

find. Then the bishop, associating unto him one Dr. Brewer, his
chancellor, and other of his lewd clergy and friars, began to examine

Articles him and burden him, that, contrary to the catholic faith, he denied
n!mins praying to the saints, and also denied the supremacy of the pope.

Whereunto he answered in such sober manner, and so learnedly
proved and defended his assertions, that he did not only confound
and put to silence his adversaries, but also brought them in great
admiration of him ; the most part having pity and compassion on him.
The friars took great pains with him to persuade him from his erro-
neous opinions, to recant and acknowledge his fault, touching the
bills ; but they did but dig after day; for God had appointed him to
be a blessed witness of his holy name, and to be at defiance with all
their false persuasions.

To declare here with what cruelty the officers searched his house
for bills and books, how cruelly and shamefully they handled his wife,
charging her with divers enormities, it were too long to write. But
she, like a good woman, took all things patiently that they did unto
her; like as in other things she was contented to bear the cross with
him, as to fare hardly with him at home, and to live with coarse meat
and drink, that they might be the more able somewhat to help the
poor, as they did to the uttermost of their power.

Amongst all other priests and friars, Gregory Basset was most
busy with him. This Gregory Basset, as is partly touched before,
was learned, and had a pleasant tongue, and not long before was

Gregory fallen from the truth, for which he was imprisoned in Bristol a long
prison at time; at whose examination was ordained a great pan of fire, where
Km-' ^ s n o ty brethren (as the report went abroad) menaced him to burn
peiiedby his hands off: whereupon he there before them recanted, and became
toVJant. afterwards a mortal enemy to the truth all his life. This Gregory,
Busy as. it is said, was fervent with the poor man, to please the canons of
ThomL ^ a t c n u r c n , a n ( i marvellously tormented his brains, how to turn him
Benet. from his opinions ; yea, and he was so diligent and fervent with him,

that he would not depart the prison, but lay there night and day,
who notwithstanding lost his labour: for good Benet was at a point
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not to deny Christ before men. So Gregory, as well as the other H^ry
holy fathers, lost his spurs, insomuch that he said in open audience, _ L.
that there was never so obstinate a heretic. Α.Ό.

1533.
The Matter between Gregory Basset and Thomas Benet.

The principal point between Basset and Benet was touching the supremacy
of the bishop of itome, whom in his bills he named Antichrist, the Thief, the
Mercenary, and the Murderer of Christ's Flock: and these disputations lasted
about eight days, where, at sundry times, repaired to him both the black and
grey friars, with priests and monks of that city. They that had some learning
persuaded him to believe the church, and showed by what tokens she is known.
The others unlearned railed, and said that the devil tempted him, and spat Railing
upon him, calling him heretic; who prayed God to give them a better mind, j^JJ}"^
and to forgive them: * For,' said he, ' I will rather die, than worship such a
beast, the very whore of Babylon, and a false usurper, as manifestly it doth
appear by his doings.' They asked, What he did, that he had not power and
authority to do, being God's vicar? ' H e doth,' quoth he, ' sell the sacraments The
of the church for money, he selleth remission of sins daily for money, and so a J a s e s o f

, , ., . p J' . , , . v

 J Γ J Λ ' the pope

do you likewise: for there is no day but ye say divers masses for souls m t 0 be
feigned purgatory: yea, and ye spare not to make lying sermons to the people, noted.
to maintain your false traditions and foul gains. The whole world doth begin g^\"lg o f

now to note your doings, to your utter confusion and shame.' ' The shame,'
say they, ί shall be to thee, and such as thou art, thou foul heretic! Wilt thou
allow nothing done in holy church? what a perverse heretic art thou!' * I
am,' said he, ' no heretic, but a Christian man, I thank Christ; and with all
my heart will allow all things done and used in the church to the glory of God,
and edifying of my soul: but I see nothing in your church, but what main- The
taineth the devil.' i What is our church?' said they. ' It is not my church/ pope's
quoth Benet, < God give me grace to be of a better church, for verily your p^ni^d
church is the plain church of Antichrist, the malignant church, the second in her
church, a den of thieves, and an awmbry of poison, and as far wide from the c o l o u r s -
true, universal, and apostolic church, as heaven is distant from the earth.'

' Dost not thou think,' said they, i that we pertain to the universal church V
' Yes,' quoth he, ' but as dead members, unto whom the church is not bene-
ficial ; for your works are the devices of man, and your church a weak founda-
tion : for ye say and preach that the pope's word is equal with God's word in
every degree.' ' Why,' said they, ' did not Christ say to Peter, To thee I will The keys
give the keys of the kingdom of heaven V ' He said that,' quoth he, * to all, fJuiV0

as well as to Peter; and Peter had no more authority given to him than they, apostles.
or else the churches planted in every kingdom by their preaching are no
churches. Doth not St. Paul say, Upon the foundations of the apostles and
prophets ? Therefore I say plainly, that the church that is built upon a man, The
is the devil's church or congregation, and not God's. And as every church this church
day is appointed to be ruled by a bishop or pastor, ordained by the word of ^^ed

God in preaching and administration of the sacraments under the prince, man, is
the supreme governor under God, so, to say that all the churches with their the devil's
princes and governors be subject unto one bishop, is detestable heresy; and
the pope, your god, challenging this power to himself, is the greatest schismatic
that ever was in the church, and the most foul whore; of whom John, in the
Revelation, speaketh.'

' Ο thou blind and unlearned fool!' said they, ' is not the confession and Consent
consent of all the world, as we confess and consent—That the pope's holiness ο ϊ ^
is the supreme head and vicar of Christ?' * That is,' said Benet, ' because they
are blinded and know not the Scriptures : but if God would of his mercy open
the eyes of princes to know their office, his false supremacy would soon decay.'
£ We think,' said they, ' thou art so malicious, that thou wilt confess no church.'
' Look!' said he, ' where they are that confess the true name of Jesus Christ; Where
and where Christ only is the head, and under him the prince of the realm, to j^urchls
order all bishops, ministers, and preachers, and to see them do their duties in
setting forth the only glory of God by preaching the word of God; and where
it is preached that Christ is our only Advocate, Mediator, and Patron before
God his Father, making intercession for us; and where the true faith and con-
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Henry fidenee in Christ's death and passion, and his only merits and deservmgs are
VIH· extolled, and our own depressed ; where the sacrament is duly, without super-

• * τ\ stition or idolatry, administered in remembrance of his blessed passion and only

1 Jo»' sacrifice upon the cross once for all, and where no superstition reigneth:—of
l°00' that church will I be Γ

' Doth not the pope,' said they, ' confess the true gospel ? do not we all the
same V ' Yes,' said he, ' but ye deny the fruits thereof in every point. Ye
build upon the sands, not upon the rock.' ' And wilt thou not believe indeed/

The pope said they, ' that the pope is God's vicar?' ' No,' said he, ' indeed.' ' And
not God's w n y ν s ai(j they. * Because,' quoth he, ' he usurpeth a power not given to him
why!'an D V Christ, no more than to other apostles; and also because, by force of that

usurped supremacy, he doth blind the whole world, and doth contrary to all that
ever Christ ordained or commanded/ ' What,' said they, * if he do all things
after God's ordinance and commandment: should he then be his vicar?'
' Then,' said he, ' would I believe him to be a good bishop at Rome over his
own diocese, and to have no further power. And if it pleased God, I would
every bishop did this in his diocese : then should we live a peaceable life in the
church of Christ, and there should be no such seditions therein. If every

What in- bishop would seek no further power than over his own diocese, it were a goodly
ence foi- thing. Now, because all are subject to one, all must do and consent to all
loweth, wickedness as he doth, or be none of his. This is the cause of great superstition
Msiuns *n e v e i T kingdom. And what bishop soever he be that preacheth the gospel,
shoukTbe a n d maintaineth the truth, is a true bishop of the church.' ' And doth not,'
ruled by said they, ' our holy father the pope maintain the gospel?' ' Yea,' said he, * I

think he doth read it, and peradventure believe it, and so do you also: but
neither he nor you do fix the anchor of your salvation therein. Besides that,
ye bear such a good will to it, that ye keep it close, that no man may read it
but yourselves. And when you preach, God knoweth how you handle it;

The insomuch, that the people of Christ know no gospel well-near, but the pope's
ΡοΓβϊ g° sP el i a n d so the blind lead the blind, and both fall into the pit. In the true

gospel of Christ, confidence is none; but only in your popish traditions and
fantastical inventions.'

Then said a black friar unto him (God knoweth, a blockhead), * Do we not
preach the gospel daily V i Yes,' said he, * but what preaching of the gospel
is that, when therewith ye extol superstitious things, and make us believe that
we have redemption through pardons and bulls of Rome, a pcena et culpa, as
ye term it : and by the merits of your orders ye make many brethren and
sisters; ye take yearly money of them, ye bury them in your coats, and in
shrift ye beguile them ; yea, and do a thousand superstitious things more: a
man may be weary to speak of them.' ' I see,' said the friar, ' that thou art
a damned wretch; I will have no more talk with thee.'

Then stepped to him a grey friar, a doctor (God knoweth of small intelligence),
and laid before him great and many dangers. ' I take God to record,' said
Benet, ' my life is not dear to me; I am content to depart from it, for I am
weary of it, seeing your detestable doings, to the utter destruction of God's
flock; and, for my part, I can no longer forbear. I had rather, by death
(which I know is not far off), depart this life, that I may no longer be partaker
of your detestable idolatries and superstitions, or be subject unto antichrist your
pope.' ' Our pope,' said the friar, 'is the vicar of God, and our ways are the

Benet ways of God.' ' I pray you,' said Benet, 'depart from me, and tell not me of
thTfria? ^ o u r w a v s · ^ e ^s o n t y m v w a v > w n o s a i t n > I am the way, the truth, and the
talk.1"""8 life. In his way will I walk, his doings shall be my example; not yours, nor

your false pope's. His truth will I embrace; not the lies and falsehood of you
and your pope. His everlasting life will I seek, the true reward of all faithful
people. Away from me, I pray you. Vex my soul no longer; ye shall not
prevail. There is no good example in you, no truth in you, no life to be hoped
for at your hands. Ye are all more vain than vanity itself. If I should hear
and follow you this day, everlasting death should hang over me, a just reward
for all them that love the life of this world. Away from me : your company
liketh me not.'

Thus a whole week, night and day, was Benet plied by these and
such other hypocrites. It were an infinite matter to declare all things
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done and said to him in the time of his imprisonment; and the hate Henry
of the people that time, by means of ignorance, was hot against him : lrL

notwithstanding they could never move his patience; he answered to A.D.
every matter soberly, and that, more by the aid of God's Spirit, than 1 5 3 3 ·
by any worldly study. I think he was at least fifty years old. J e n e t Pa-
r> · · · ! _ · · £ · - τ ι χ PI- ii ι tientand

Being m prison, his wire provided sustenance for him ; and when she constant.
lamented, he comforted her, and gave her many good and godly
exhortations, and prayed her to move him nothing to apply unto his
adversaries.

Thus when these godly canons and priests, with the monks and
friars, had done what they could, and perceived that he would by
no means relent, then they, proceeding unto judgment, drew out
their bloody sentence against him, condemning him, as the manner sentence
is, to be burned. This being done, and the writ which they had T^inst

procured ' de comburendo,1 being brought from London, they Thomas
delivered him on the 15th of January, 1531, unto sir Thomas Denis,
knight, then sheriff of Devonshire, to be burned. The mild martyr, Benet de-
rejoicing that his end was approaching so near, as the sheep before Jĵ gecu-0

the shearer, yielded himself with all humbleness to abide and suffer l a r p°wer-
the- cross of persecution. And being brought to his execution, in a Brought
place called Livery-dole, without Exeter, he made his most humble ρ

ο

1α^6

οΓ

confession and prayer unto Almighty God, and requested all the e.xecu-
people to do the like for him; whom he exhorted with such gravity
and sobriety, and with such a pithy oration, to seek the true honour-
ing of God, and the true knowledge of him; as also to leave the
devices, fantasies, and imaginations of man's inventions, that all the
hearers and beholders of him were astonied and in great admiration;
insomuch that the most part of the people, as also the scribe who
wrote the sentence of condemnation against him, did pronounce and
confess that he was God's servant, and a good man.

Nevertheless two esquires, namely, Thomas Carew and John
Barnehouse, standing at the stake by him, first with fair promises
and goodly words, but at length through rough threatenings, willed
him to revoke his errors, and to call to Our Lady and the saints, and
to say, " Precor sanctam Mariam, et omnes sanctos Dei,1' &c. To Benet
whom, with all meekness, he answered, saying, " No, no ; it is God It ^ly to
only upon whose name we must call; and we have no other advocate o u r L a d y ·
unto him, but only Jesus Christ, who died for us, and now sitteth at
the right hand of his Father, to be an advocate for us ; and by him one Ad-
must we offer and make our prayers to God, if we will have them to ciirSt!
take place and to be heard.1 With this answer the aforesaid Barne- A furze
house was so enkindled, that he took a furze-bush upon a pike, and «̂ rist in
having set it on fire, he thrust it unto his face, saying, " Ah ! hore- {J^use'
son heretic ! pray to our Lady, and say, Sancta Maria, ora pro nobis, he would
or, by God's wounds, I will make thee do it.11 To whom the said fooS^
Thomas Benet, with an humble and a meek spirit, most patiently L a d y '
answered, " Alas, sir ! trouble me not.11 And holding up his hands,
he said, " Pater! ignosce illis.11 Whereupon the gentlemen caused
the wood and furzes to be set on fire, and therewith this godly man
lifted up his eyes and hands to heaven, saying, " Ο Domine ! recipe ^®t

c°"a
spiritum meum.11 And so, continuing in his prayers, he did never and mar-
stir nor strive, but most patiently abode the cruelty of the fire, until Benet1 °
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Henry his life was ended. For this the Lord God be praised, and send us
1_ his grace and blessing, that at the latter day we may with him enjoy

the bliss and ioy provided and prepared for the elect children of
God.

This Benet was burned in a jerkin of neat's leather; at whose
burning, such was the devilish rage of the blind people, that well was
he or she that could catch a stick or furze to cast into the fire.

Hitherto we have run over, good reader, the names, and the acts
and doings of those, who have sustained death, and the torment of

king's burning, for Christ's cause, through the rigorous proclamation above
prociama- specified, set out, as is said, in the name of king Henry, but indeed
vide procured by the bishops. That proclamation was so straitly looked
supra, upon, and .executed so to the uttermost in every point, by the said

popish prelates, that no good man, " habens spiramentum," whereof
Esdras1 speaketh, could peep out with his head ever so little, but he
was caught by the back, and brought either to the fire, as were these
above mentioned; or else compelled to abjure. Whereof there was
a great multitude, as well men as women; whose names, if they were
sought out through all registers in England, no doubt it would make
too long a discourse. Nevertheless, omitting the rest, it shall content
us at this present, briefly, as in a short table, to insinuate the names,
with the special articles, of such as, in the diocese of London, under
Bishop Stokesley, were molested and vexed, and, at last, compelled
to abjure, as here may appear.

A TABLE OF CERTAIN PERSONS, ABJURED WITHIN THE DIOCESE

OF LONDON, UNDER BISHOP STOKESLEY, WITH THE

ARTICLES ALLEGED AGAINST THEM.

Articles objected against Jeffery Lome, sometime porter to St. An-
thony's School; and for which articles he was abjured.2 A . D . 1 5 2 8 .

Imprimis, for having and dispersing abroad sundry books of Martin Luther's,
and others ; as also for translating into the English tongue, certain chapters of
the work of Luther, * De Bonis Operibus :' as also, certain chapters of a certain
book called * Pise Predicationes,' wherein divers works of Luther be compre-
hended.

Item, For affirming and believing that faith only, without good works, will
bring a man to heaven.

Item, That men be not bound to observe the constitutions made by the
Church.

Item, That we should pray to God only, and to no saints.
Item, That Christian men ought to worship God only, and no saints.
Item, That pilgrimages be not profitable for man's soul, and should not be

used.
Item, That we should not offer to images in the church, nor set any lights

before them.
Item, That no man is bound to keep any manner of fasting-days, instituted

at the church.
Item, That pardons granted by the pope or the bishop do not profit a man.

For these articles Jeffery Lome was abjured before the bishops of
London, Bath, and Lincoln; no mention being made of any penance
enjoined him.

(1) 4 Esd. 7.
(2) The articles for which Lome was abjured being less fully given in recent editions, they are

introduced from the first edition, (1563,) pp. 477,478.—E».



IN THE DIOCESE OF LONDON. 2 7

Henry

Sigar Nicholson, Stationer, of Cambridge, A.D. 1528.
His articles were like; and moreover for having in his house certain books of .. * '

Luther, and others prohibited, and not presenting them to the ordinary. The
handling of this man was too, too cruel, if the report be true, that he should be , -°
hanged up in such a manner as well suffereth not to be named. '—

John Raimund, a Dutchman, A.D. 1528.
For causing fifteen hundred of Tyndale's New Testaments to be printed at

Antwerp, and for bringing five hundred into England.

Paul Luther, Grey Friar, and Warden of the House at Ware,
A.D. 1529.

His articles were for preaching and saying that it is pity that there be so
many images suffered in so many places, where indiscreet and unlearned people
be ; for they make their prayers and oblations so entirely and heartily before
the image, that they believe it to be the very self saint in heaven.

Item, That if he knew his father and mother were in heaven, he would count
them as good as St. Peter and Paul, but for the pain they suffered for Christ's
sake.

Item, That there is no need to go on pilgrimage.
Item, That if a man were at the point of drowning, or any other danger, he

should call only upon God, and no saint; for saints in heaven cannot help us,
neither know any more what men do here in this world, than a man in the
north country knoweth what is done in the south country.

Roger Whaplod, Merchant Tailor, sent, by one Thomas Norfolk,
unto Dr. Goderidge, this bill following, to be read at his sermon in
the Spital. A.D. 1529.

A Bill read by the Preacher at the Spital.
' If there be any well-disposed person willing to do any cost upon the repa-

ration of the conduit in Fleet-street, let him or them resort unto the adminis-
trators of the goods and cattle of one Richard Hun, late merchant tailor of
London, which died intestate, or else to me, and they shall have toward the
same six pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence, and a better penny, of the
goods of the said Richard Hun; upon whose soul, and all Christian souls,
Jesus have mercy!'

For this bill, both Whaplod and Norfolk were brought and
troubled before the bishop ; and also Dr. Goderidge, who took a
groat for reading the said bill,1 was suspended for a time from saying
mass, and also was forced to revoke the same at Paul's cross; reading
this bill as followeth.

The Revocation of Dr. William Goderidge, read at Paul's Cross.
Masters! so it is, that where in my late sermon at St. Mary Spital, the

Tuesday in Easter-week last past, I did pray specially for the soul of Richard
Hun, late of London, merchant-tailor, a heretic, by the laws of holy church Dr. Gode-
justly condemned : by reason whereof I greatly offended God and his church, TidPle'
and the laws of the same, for which I have submitted me to my ordinary, and h°s pray-
done penance there-for: forasmuch as, peradventure, the audience that was ing for
there offended by my said words, might take any occasion thereby to think R^ard*
that I did favour the said heretic, or any other, I desire you, at the instance of Hun.

(I) It was the manner at this time to take money for reading of bills at sermons. Ex Regist.
Lond
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Henry Almighty God, to forgive me, and not so to think of me, for I did it unad-
viii. visedly. Therefore, here before God and you, I declare myself that I have not
* j j favoured him or any other heretic, nor hereafter intend to do, but at all times
l^g" shall defend the Catholic faith of holy church, according to my profession, to
't~ the best of my power.

1533.
Robert West, Priest, A. D. 1529.

Abjured for books and opinions contrary to the proclamation.

Nicholas White of Rye, A.D. 1529.
His articles :—For speaking against the priests' saying of matins; against

praying for them that be dead: against praying to God for small trifles, as for
the cow calving, the hen hatching, &c. : for speaking against the relic of St.
Peter's finger: against oblations to images: against vowing of pilgrimage:
against priesthood: against holy bread and holy water, &c.

Richard Kitchen, Priest, A.D. 1529.
His articles:—That pardons granted by the pope are naught, and that men

should put no trust in them, but only in the passion of Christ: that he, being
led by the words of the gospel, Mat. vii. ' De via lata, et angusta,' and also by
the epistle of the mass, beginning, ' Vir fortissimus Judas,' had erred in the
way of the pope, and thought, that there were but two ways, and no purgatory :
that men ought to worship no images, nor set up lights before them : that
pilgrimage doth nothing avail: that the gospel was not truly preached for the
space of three hundred years past, &c.

William Wegen, Priest at St. Mary Hill, A.D. 1529.

His articles :—That he was not bound to say his Matins nor other service, but
to sing with the choir till they came to 'prime:' and then, saying no more
service, thought he might well go to mass : that he had said mass oftentimes,
and had not said his matins and his divine service before: that he had
gone to mass without confession made to a priest: that it was sufficient for a
man, being in deadly sin, to ask only God mercy for his sin, without further
confession made to a priest: that he held against pilgrimages, and called
images, stocks, stones, and witches.

Item, That he being sick, went to the Rood of St. Margaret Patens; and said
before him twenty Paternosters; and when he saw himself never the better,
then he said, ' A foul evil take him, and all other images.'

Item, That if a man keep a good tongue in his head, he fasteth well.
Item, For commending Luther to be a good man, for preaching twice a

day, &c.
Item, For saying that the mass was but a ceremony, and made to the intent

that men should pray only.
Item, For saying, that if a man had a pair of beads or a book in his hand at

the church, and were not disposed to pray, it was naught, &c.

William Hale, Holy Water Clerk of Tolenham, A.D. 1529.
His articles :—That offering of money and candles to images did not avail,

since we are justified by the blood of Christ.
Item, For speaking against worshipping of saints, and against the pope's

pardons. For saying, that since the sacraments that the priest doth minister,
be as good as those which the pope doth minister, he did not see but the priest
hath as good authority as the pope.

Item, That a man should confess himself to God only, and not to a priest, &c.

William Blomneld, Monk of Bury.
Abjured for the like causes.
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John Tyndale, A. D. 1530. VUL
For sending five marks to his brother William Tyndale beyond the sea, and ^ j ^

for receiving and keeping with him certain letters from his brother. 1530
to

William Worsley, Priest and Hermit, A. D. 3530. 1533.
His articles :—For preaching at Halestede, having the curate's license, but

not the bishop's.
Item, For preaching these words, ' No man riding on pilgrimage, having

under him a soft saddle, and an easy horse, should have any merit thereby, but
the horse and the saddle,' &c.

Item, For saying that hearing of matins and mass, is not the thing that shall
save a man's soul, but only to hear the word of God.

John Stacy, Tiler, A.D. 1530.
His articles were against purgatory, which, he said, were but a device of the

priests to get money: against fasting days by man's prescription, and choice of
meats: against superfluous holy days : Item, against pilgrimage, &c.

Lawrence Maxwell, Tailor, A.D. 1530.

His articles:—That the sacrament of the altar was not the very body of
Christ in flesh and blood; but that he received him by the word of God, and
in remembrance of Christ's passion.

Item, That the order of priesthood is no sacrament; that there is no pur-
gatory, &c.

Thomas Curson, Monk of Eastacre, in Norfolk, A.D. 1530.
His articles were these:—For going out of the monastery, and changing his

weed, and letting his crown to grow; working abroad for his living, making
copes and vestments. Also for having the New Testament of Tyndale's trans-
lation, and another book containing certain books of the Old Testament, trans-
lated into English, by certain whom the Papists call Lutherans.

Thomas Cornewell or Austy, A.D. 1530.
His articles :—It was objected, that he, being enjoined afore, by Richard

Fitzjames, bishop of London, for his penance to wear a faggot embroidered
upon his sleeve under pain of relapse, he kept not the same; and therefore he
was condemned to perpetual custody in the house of St. Bartholomew, from
whence afterwards he escaped and fled away.

Thomas Philip, A.D. 1530.
Thomas Philip was delivered by sir Thomas More, to bishop Stokesley by in-

denture. Besides other articles of purgatory, images, the sacrament of the altar,
holy-days, keeping of books, and such like, it was objected unto him, that he,
being searched in the Tower, had found about him Tracy's Testament; and in
his chamber in the Tower was found cheese and butter in Lent-time. Also,
that he had a letter delivered unto him going to the Tower. This letter, with
the Testament also of Tracy, because they are both worthy to be seen, we mind
(God willing) to annex also unto the story of this Thomas Philip. As he was
oftentimes examined before Master More and the bishop, he always stood to
his denial, neither could there any thing be proved clearly against him, but only
Tracy's Testament, and his butter in Lent. One Stacy first bare witness against
him, but after, in the court, openly he protested that he did it for fear. The
bishop then willing him to submit himself, and to swear never to hold any
opinion contrary to the determination of holy church, he said ' he would:' and
when the form of his abjuration was given him to read, he read it: but the
bishop, not content with that, would have him to read it openly. But that he
would not; and said, He would appeal to the king as supreme head of the
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Henry church, and so did. Still the bishop called upon him to abjure. He answered,
vn*· That he would be obedient as a Christian man should, and that he would swear

j^ jy never to hold any heresy during his life, nor to favour any heretics.
1530* ^ u^ ^ e bishop, not yet content, would have him to read the abjuration after

t o the form of the church conceived, as it was given him. He answered again,
1533 ^ a t ^ e w o u ^ forswear all heresies, and that he would maintain no heresies, nor

— favour any heretics. The bishop with this would not be answered, but needs
would drive him to the abjuration formed after the pope's church: to whom he
said, If it were the same abjuration that he read, he would not read it, but stand
to his appeal made to the king, the supreme head of the church under God.
Again the bishop asked him, if he would abjure or not. ' Except,' said he, ' you
will show me the cause why I should abjure, I will not say yea nor nay to it,
but will stand to my appeal;' and he required the bishop to obey the same.
Then the bishop, reading openly the bill of excommunication against him,
denounced him for ' contumax,' and an excommunicated person, charging all
men to have no company, and nothing to do with him. After this excommuni-
cation, what became of him, whether he was holpen by his appeal, or whether
he was burned, or whether he died in the Tower, or whether he abjured, I find
no mention made in the registers.

A Letter directed to Thomas Philip in the name of the Brethren,
and given him by the way going to the Tower.

A letter The favour of him that is able to keep you that you fall not, and to confess
the'con- v o u r n a m e m ^ e kingdom of glory, and to give you strength by his Spirit to
grega- confess him before all his adversaries, be with you ever. Amen,
tion. gjr j thg brethren think that there be divers false brethren craftily crept in

among them, to seek out their freedom in the Lord, that they may accuse them
to the Lord's adversaries, as they suppose they have done you. Wherefore, if
so it be, that the Spirit of God move you thereunto, they, as counsellors, desire
you above all things to be stedfast in the Lord's verity, without fear; for he
shall and will be your help, according to his promise, so that they shall not
minish the least hair of your head without his will; unto which will, submit
yourself and rejoice: for the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of
temptation, and how to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment, to be
punished : l and therefore cast all your care on him, for he careth for you.2 And
in that you suffer as a Christian man, be not ashamed, but rather glorify God
on that behalf, * Looking upon Christ the author and finisher of our faith, which,
for the joy that was set before him, abode the cross and despised the shame.'3

Notwithstanding, though we suffer the wrong after the example of our Master
Christ, yet we be not bound to suffer the wrong cause, for Christ himself suffered
it not, but reproved him that smote him wrongfully. And so likewise saith
St. Paul also.4 So that we must not suffer the wrong, but boldly reprove them
that sit as righteous judges, and do contrary to righteousness. Therefore,
according both to God's law and man's, ye be not bound to make answer in any
cause, till your accusers come before you; which if you require, and thereon do
stick, the false brethren shall be known, to the great comfort of those that now
stand in doubt whom they may trust; and also it shall be a mean that they shall
not craftily, by questions, take you in snares. And that you may this do law-
fully, in Acts xx. it is written, ' It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver
any man that he should perish, before that he which is accused have his accusers
before him, and have license to answer for himself, as pertaining to the crime
whereof he is accused.' And also Christ willeth that in the mouth of two or
three witnesses all things shall stand.5 And in 1 Tim. v., it is written, t Against

What is a a senior, receive none accusation, but under two or three witnesses.' A senior,
Ŝ PaiU *n ^ s place, is any man that hath a house to govern. And also their own law

is agreeable to this. Wherefore, seeing it is agreeable to the word of God, that
in accusations such witnesses should be, you may with good conscience require
it. And thus the God of grace, which hath called you unto his eternal glory
by Christ Jesus, shall his own self, after a little affliction, make you perfect;
§hall settle, strengthen, and stablish you, that to him may be glory and praise
for ever. Amen.

(1) 2 Pet. ii. (2) 1 Pet. V. (3) Heb. xii. (4) Acts xxiii. (5) Matt. xviu.
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Thus ye have heard the letter delivered to Thomas Philip. Now 'Henry
followeth the Testament of William Tracy. L

A.D.
IMiiam 2Tcacp, «Squire, of ©foucegtetgijtce* ^o

31

A little before this time, this William Tracy, a worshipful esquire 1533.
in Gloucestershire, and then dwelling at Toddington, made, in his will,
that he would have no funeral pomp at his burying, neither passed he
upon mass; and he further said, that he trusted in God only, and
hoped by him to be saved, and not by any saint. This gentleman
died, and his son, as executor, brought the will to the bishop of
Canterbury to prove: which he showed to the convocation, and there
most cruelly they judged that he should be taken out of the ground,
and be burned as a heretic, A.D. 1532. This commission was sent wuiiam
to Dr. Parker, chancellor of the diocese of Worcester, to execute Sen up
their wicked sentence; who accomplished the same. The king, ̂ mg
hearing his subject to be taken out of the ground and burned, without t>urnt.an

his knowledge or order of his law, sent for the chancellor, and laid
high offence to his charge; who excused himself by the archbishop
of Canterbury who was lately dead; but in conclusion it cost him
three hundred pounds to have his pardon.

The will and testament of this gentleman, thus condemned by the
clergy, was as hereunder followeth:

The Testament of William Tracy.1

In the name of God, Amen. I William Tracy of Toddington in the county of
Gloucester, esquire, make my testament and last will as hereafter followeth:
First and before all other things, I commit myself to God and to his mercy,
believing, without any doubt or mistrust, that by his grace, and the merits of
Jesus Christ, and by the virtue of his passion and of his resurrection, I have
and shall have remission of all my sins, and resurrection of body and soul,
according as it is written, I believe that my Redeemer liveth, and that in the
lust day I shall rise out of the earth, and in my flesh shall see my Saviour:
this my hope is laid up in my bosom.2

And touching the wealth of my soul, the faith that I have taken and rehearsed
is sufficient (as I suppose) without any other man's works or merits. My ground
and belief is, that there is but one God and one mediator between God and
man, which is Jesus Christ; so that I accept none in heaven or in earth to be
mediator between me and God, but only Jesus Christ: all others to be but as
petitioners in receiving of grace, but none able to give influence of grace: and
therefore will I bestow no part of my goods for that intent that any man should
say or do to help my soul; for therein I trust only to the promises of Christ:
' He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not
shall be damned.'3

As touching the burying of my body, it availeth me not whatsoever be done Funeral
thereto ; for St. Augustine saith, ' De cura agenda pro mortuis,' that the funeral pomp
pomps are rather the solace of them that live, than the wealth and comfort of onhrfor
them that are dead: and therefore I remit it only to the discretion of mine the living.
executors.

And touching the distribution of my temporal goods, my purpose is, by the
grace of God, to bestow them to be accepted as the fruits of faith ; so that I do
not suppose that my merit shall be by the good bestowing of them, but my our
merit is the faith of Jesus Christ only, by whom such works are good, according merits
to the words of our Lord, ' I was hungry, and thou gavest me to eat,' &c. And ^faith.
it followeth, ' That ye have done to the least of my brethren, ye have done it to in Christ,
me,' &c. And ever we should consider that true saying, that a good work

(1) See Hall's Chronicle, p. 796. Edit. 4to. 1809. There is a commentary both by Tyndale and
Frith upon this will, vol. iii. pp. 4 and 246 of their Works. London, 1831.—ED.

(2) Job xix. (3) Mark 16.
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maketh not a good man, but a good man maketh a good work; for faith
maketh a man both good and righteous : for a righteous man liveth by faith,
and whatsoever springeth not of faith is sin, &C.1

And all my temporal goods that I have not given or delivered, or not given
by writing of mine own hand, bearing the date of this present writing, I do
leave and give to Margaret my wife, and Richard my son, whom I make mine
executors. Witness hereof mine own hand the tenth of October, in the twenty-
second year of the reign of king Henry the Eighth.

This is the true copy of his will, for which (as you heard before),
after he was almost two years dead, they took him up and burned him.

THE TABLE CONTINUED.2

John Periman, Skinner, A.D 1581.
His articles were much like unto the others before; adding, moreover, that

~ Cross preached nothing but lies and flatterin]
preacher but one ; naming Edward Crome.

all the preachers then at Paul's Cross preached nothing but lies and flatterings,
and that there was never a true preacher but one ; namin ~ "

Robert Goldstone, Glazier, A.D. 1531.
His articles:—That men should pray to God only, and to no saints: that pil-

grimage is not profitable: that men should give no worship to images. Item,
for saying, that if he had as much power as any cardinal had, he would destroy
all the images that were in all the churches in England.

Lawrence Staple, Serving-man, A. D. 1581.
His articles :—For having the Testament in English, the five books of Moses,

the Practice of Prelates, the Sum of Scripture, the A. B. C.
Item, About the burning of Bainham, for saying, ' I would I were with

Bainham, seeing that every man hath forsaken him, that I might drink with
him, and he might pray for me.'

Item, That he moved Henry Tomson to learn to read the New Testament,
calling it The Blood of Christ.

Item, In Lent past, when he had no fish, he did eat eggs, butter, and cheese.
Also, about six weeks before Master Bilney was attached, the said Bilney
delivered to him at Greenwich four New Testaments of Tyndale's translation,
which he had in his sleeve, and a budget besides of books, which budget he,

Eating of shortly after riding to Cambridge, delivered unto Bilney, &c.
made Item, On Fridays he used to eat eggs, and thought that it was no great
heresy, offence before God, &c.

Henry Tomson, Tailor, A. D. 1531.

His articles:—That which the priest lifteth over his head at the sacring-
time, is not the very body of Christ, nor is it God; but a thing that God hath
ordained to be done.

This poor Tomson, although at first he submitted himself to the
bishop, yet they with sentence condemned him to perpetual prison.

Jasper Wetzell, of Cologne, A. D. 1581.
His articles : —That he cared not for going to the church to hear mass, for

he could say mass as well as the priest: That he would not pray to our Lady,
for she could do us no good.

Item, Being asked if he would go hear mass, he said, he had as lieve go to the
gallows, where the thieves were hanged.

Item, Being at St. Margaret Patens, and there holding his arms across, he
said unto the people, that he could make as good a knave as he is, for he is
made but of wood, &c.

(1) Rom. xiv. (2) Ex Regist. Lond.
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Henry

Robert Man, Serving-man, A. D. 1531. VIIIm

His articles:—That there is no purgatory: That the pope hath no more
power to grant pardon than another simple priest: That God gave no more
authority to St. Peter than to another priest: That the pope was a knave, and
his priests knaves all, for suffering his pardons to go abroad to deceive the .
people: That St. Thomas of Canterbury is no saint: That St. Peter was never
pope of Rome.

Item, He used commonly to ask of priests where he came, whether a man Priests
were accursed, if he handled a chalice, or no ? If the priest would say, Yea: gt*r™

re,
then would he reply again thus: 'If a man have a sheep-skin on his hands,' pairof
meaning a pair of gloves, 'he may handle it.' The priests saying, Yea. ' Well ^°Λ

η^'
then,' quoth he, ' ye will make me believe, that God put more virtue in a sheep- layman's*
skin, than he did in a Christian man's.hand, for whom he died. hand.

Henry Feldon, A. D. 1531.

His trouble was for having these books in English: A proper Dialogue
between a Gentleman and a Husbandman, The Sum of Scripture, The Prologue
of Mark, a written book containing the Pater-noster, Ave-Maria, and the
Creed, in English; The Ten Commandments, and The Sixteen Conditions of
Charity.

Robert Cooper, Priest, A. D. 1531.

His article was only this:—For saying that the blessing with a shoe-sole, is
as good as the bishop's blessing, &c.

Thomas Roe, A. D. 1531.

His articles were, for speaking against auricular confession and priestly
penance, and against the preaching of the doctors.

William Wallam, A. D. 1531.

His opinion: That the sacrament of the altar is not the body of Christ in
flesh and blood; and that there is a God, but not that God in flesh and blood,
in the form of bread,

Grace Palmer, A. D. 1531.

Witness was brought against her by her neighbours, John Rouse, Agnes his Against
wife, John Pole, of St. Osithe's, for saying, < Ye use to bear palms on Palm- b ^ " g o 1

Sunday : it skilleth not whether you bear any or not, it is but a thing used, and p a m s >

need not.'
Also, * Ye use to go on pilgrimage to our Lady of Grace, ofWalsingham, and

other places : ye were better tarry at home, and give money to succour me
and my children, and others of my poor neighbours, than to go thither; for
there you shall find but a piece of timber painted: there is neither God nor
our Lady.

Item, For repenting that she did ever light candles before images.
Item, That the sacrament of the altar is not the body of Christ; it is but

bread, which the priest there showeth for a token or remembrance of Christ's
body.

Philip Brasier, of Boxted, A.D. 153L

His articles:—That the sacrament holden up between the priest's hands is
not the body of Christ, but bread, and is done for a signification: That con-
fession to a priest needeth not: That images be but stocks and stones : That
pilgrimage is vain: Also for saying, that when there is any miracle done, the
priests do anoint the images, and make men believe that the images do sweat
in labouring for them ; and with the offerings the priests find their harlots.

VOL. V. D
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Henr

John Pairestede, of Colchester, A. D. 1531.
* ' His articles:—For words spoken against pilgrimage and images. Also for

saying these words, ' That the day should come that men should say, Cursed be
™ they that make these false gods,' (meaning images.)

1DOO,

George Bull, of Much Hadham, Draper, A. D. 1531.
Thiee His articles:—That there be three confessions; one principal to God ; ano-
sionsS ^ e r t o k*s neighbour whom he had offended; and the third to a priest; and

that without the two first confessions, to God and to his neighbour, a man could
not be saved. The third confession to a priest, is necessary for counsel to such
as be ignorant and unlearned, to learn how to make their confession with a con-

spring t rite heart unto God, and how to hope for forgiveness; and also in what
where ^ manner they should ask forgiveness of their neighbour whom they have
bonesllff>S °ffen(led, &c. Item, For saying that Luther was a good man. Item, That he
were reported, through the credence and report of Master Patmore, parson of Had-
burned. ham, that where Wickliff's bones were burnt, sprang up a well or well-spring.

John Haymond, Millwright, A. D. 1531.
His articles:—For speaking and holding against pilgrimage and images, and

against prescribed fasting-days.
That priests and religious men, notwithstanding their vows made, may

lawfully forsake their vows and marry.
Item, For having books of Luther and Tyndale.

Robert Lambe, a Harper, A. D. 1531.
His article :—For that he, standing accursed two years together, and not

fearing the censures of the pope's church, went about with a song in commen-
dation of Martin Luther.

J o h n Hewes, Draper, A . D . 1 5 3 1 .

His articles, For speaking against purgatory, and Thomas Becket.
Against Item, At the town of Farnham, he, seeing Edward Frensham kneeling in
kneeling the street to a cross carried before a corse, asked, To whom he kneeled 1 He
cross6 said, To his Maker. * Thou art a fool,' said he, 'it is not thy Maker; it is but

a piece of copper or wood,' &c.
Item, For these words, Masters! ye use to go on pilgrimage; it were better

first that ye look upon your poor neighbours, who lack succour, &c.
| Also for saying, that he heard the vicar of Croydon thus preach openly,

That there is much immorality kept up by going on pilgrimage to Wilsaon or
Mouswell, &c.

Thomas Patmore, Draper, A.D. 1531.
This Patmore was brother to Master Patmore, parson of Hadham, who was

imprisoned in the Lollards' Tower for marrying a priest, and in the same prison
continued three years.

This Patmore was accused by divers witnesses, upon these articles:
That he had as lieve pray to yonder hunter (pointing to a man painted there

in a stained cloth), for a piece of flesh, as to pray to stocks that stand in walls,
(meaning images.)

Item, That men should not pray to saints, but to God only: 'For why
should we pray to saints?' said he, * they are but blocks and stocks.'

The truth Item, That the truth of Scripture hath been kept from us a long time, and
tureCaP hath not appeared till now.
longtime Item, Coming by a tree wherein stood an image, he took away the wax
kept from which hanged there offered.
us> Item, That he regarded not the place whether it was hallowed or no, where

he should be buried after he was dead.
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Also in talk with the curate of St. Peter's, he defended that priests might Henry
marry. Fin.

This Patmore had long hold with the bishop of London. First, he would ~~/[ j)
not swear,«Infamianon prsecedente.' Then he would appeal to the king, but all 1531"
would not serve. He was so wrapt in the bishop's nets, that he could not get ^0

out: but at last he was forced to abjure, and was fined to the king a hundred 1533.
pounds. -

Note in the communication between this Patmore and. the priest A false
of St. Peters, that whereas the priest objected against him (as is ^Γρ|-Ο

in the register) that priests have lived unmarried and without wives, Pists·
these 1500 years in the church ; he, and all other such priests therein
say falsely, and deceive the people, as by story is proved in these
volumes, that priests here in England had wives by law within these
five hundred years and less.

Simon Smith, Master of Arts, of Gunwell-hall, Cambridge, and
Joan Bennore his Wife, A.D. 1531.

. This Simon Smith, and Bennore his wife, were the parties whom Master Pat-
more, parson of Hadham, above mentioned, did marry, and was condemned for
the same to perpetual prison. For this marriage, both the said Simon, and
Bennore his wife, were called to examination before the bishop, and he caused to
make the whole discourse of all his doings, how and where he married; then, after
his marriage, how long he tarried; whether he went beyond sea; where he
was, and with whom; after his return whither he resorted; how he lived;
what mercery-ware he occupied; what fairs he frequented; where he left his
wife; how he carried her over, and brought her home again, and how she was
found, &c. All this they made him confess, and put it in their register.
And though they could fasten no other crime of heresy upon him, but only his
marriage, yet, calling both him and her (being great with child) to examination,
they caused them both to abjure and suffer penance.

Thomas Patmore, Parson of Hadham, A.D. 1580.

This Thomas Patmore, being learned and godly, was preferred to the par-
sonage of Hadham, in Hertfordshire, by Richard Fitz-James, bishop of London,
and there continued instructing and teaching his flock during the time of the
said Fitz-James, and also of Tonstal his successor, by the space of sixteen years
or more; behaving himself in life and conversation without any public blame
or reproach, until John Stokesley was preferred unto the said bishopric, who,
not very long after his installing, either for malice not greatly liking of the
said Patmore, or else desirous to prefer some other unto the benefice (as it is
supposed and alleged by his brethren in sundry supplications exhibited unto
the king, as also unto queen Anne, then Marchioness of Pembroke), caused
him to be attached and brought before him; and then, keeping him prisoner in
his own palace, a certain time afterwards committed him to Lollards' tower,
where he kept him most extremely above two years, without fire or candle, or
any other relief, but such as his friends sent him; not suffering any of them,
notwithstanding, to come unto him, no not in his sickness. Howbeit sundry
times in the mean while he called him judicially, either before himself, cr else
his vicar-general Foxford, that great persecutor, charging him with these
sundry articles, viz. first, whether he had been at Wittenberg; secondly, and
had seen or talked with Luther; thirdly, or with any Englishman, abiding
there; fourthly, who went with him or attended upon him thither; fifthly, also
what books he bought there, either Latin or English; sixthly, and whether he
had read or studied any works of Luther, CEcolampadius, Pomerane, or
Melancthon.

Besides these, he ministered also other articles unto him, touching the mar- Priests'
riage of Master Simon Smith (before mentioned) with one Joan Bennore, charg- ™ ^
ing him that he both knew of, and also consented unto their marriage, the one n a f c r t s·
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Henry being a priest and his curate, and the other his maidservant; and that he had
ruI' persuaded his maidservant to marry with his said curate, alleging unto her, that
A.D. t n°ugh it were not lawful in England for priests to marry, yet it was, in other
1531 countries beyond seas. And that after their said marriage, he (knowing the

to same) did yet suffer the said Smith to minister in his cure all Easter-time, and
1533 fifteen days after; and that at their departure out of England, he supped with

— them at the Bell in New Fish-street; and again, at their return into England,
did meet them at the said Bell, and there lent unto the said Smith a priest's
gown.

He objected, moreover, against him in the said articles, that he had affirmed
at Cambridge, first, that he did not set a bottle of hay by the pope's or bishop's
curse; secondly, and that God bindeth us to impossible things, that he may
save us only by his mercy; also thirdly, that though young children be baptized,
yet they cannot be saved except they have faith; fourthly and lastly, that it
was against God's law to burn heretics.

Unto these articles, after long imprisonment and great threats of the bishop
and his vicar, he at last answered, making first his appeal unto the king,
wherein he showed, that forasmuch as the bishop had most unjustly, and con-
trary to all due order of law, and the equity thereof, proceeded against him, as
well in falsely defaming him with the crime of heresy, without having any just
proof or public defamation thereof; as also, contrary to all justice, keeping him
in most strait prison so long time (both to the great danger of his life, by
grievous sickness taken thereby, as especially to his no small grief, that through
his absence, his flock, whereof he had charge, were not fed with the word of
God and his sacraments as he would); and then, to minister unto him such
articles, mingled with interrogatories, as neither touched any heresy nor trans-
gression of any law, but rather showing a mind to pick quarrels against him
and other innocent people; he therefore, for the causes alleged, was compelled
and did appeal from him and all his officers unto the king's majesty, whom,
under God, he had for his most just and lawful refuge, and defender against all
injuries. From which appeal although he minded not at any time to depart,
yet because he would not show himself obstinate against the bishop, being his
ordinary (although he had most just cause to suspect his unjust proceeding
against him), he was nevertheless content to exhibit unto him this his answer :
First, that howsoever the bishop was privately informed, yet because he was
not 'publice diffamatus apud bonos et graves,' according to law, he was not,
by the law, bound to answer to any of those articles.

And as touching the first six articles (as whether he was at Wittenberg, and
spake with Luther, or any other, or bought or read any of their books, &c),
because none of those things were forbidden him by any law, neither was he
publicly accused of them (for that it was permitted to many good men to have
them), he was not bound to answer, neither was he to be examined of them.
But as touching the marriage of Master Simon Smith with Joan Bennore, he
granted that he knew thereof by the declaration of Master Smith ; but, that he
gave his maid counsel thereunto, he utterly denied. And as concerning the con-
tracting of the marriage between them, he thought it not at all against God's
law, who at the first creation made marriage lawful for all men: neither
thought he it unlawful for him, after their marriage, either to keep him as his
curate, or else to lend or give him any thing needful (wherein he said he
showed more charity than the bishop, who had taken all things from them);
and therefore he desired to have it proved by the Scriptures, that priests' mar-
riages were not lawful.

Against whom, Foxford the bishop's vicar often alleged general councils, and
determinations of the church, but no Scriptures, still urging him to abjure his
articles; whi'ch Patmore long time refused, and sticking a great while to his
former answers, at last was threatened by Foxford, to have the definitive sen-
tence read against him. Whereupon he answered, that he believed the holy
church as a Christian man ought to do, and because it passed his capacity, he
desired to be instructed, and if the Scriptures did teach it, he would believe it;
for he knew not the contrary by the Scriptures, but that a priest might marry
a wife; howbeit by the laws of the church, he thought that a priest might not
marry. But the chancellor still so urged him to show whether a priest might
marry without offence to God, that at length he granted that priests might not
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marry without offence to God, because the church had forbidden it, and there- Henry
fore a priest could not marry without deadly sin. VHL

Now as touching the four last articles, he denied that he spake them as they ~T~rT~
were put against him; but he granted that he might perhaps jestingly say, ' '
That a bottle of hay were more profitable to him than the pope's curse, which
he thought true. Also to the second, he affirmed that God had set before us,
by his precepts and commandments, the way to justice, which way was not in _
man's power to go and keep; therefore Paul saith [Gal. iii.], ' Quod lex erat
ordinata per angelos;' but yet, to fulfil it, it was ' in manu (id est, in potestate)
intercessoris:' That none that shall be saved shall account their salvation unto
their own deeds, or thank their own justice in observing the law; for it was in
no man's power to observe it: but shall give all thanks to the mercies and
goodness of God; according to the psalm, ' Laudate Dominum omnos gentes;'
and according to the saying of Paul, 'Ut qui gloriatur, in Domino glorietur;'
who hath sent his Son to do for us that which it was not in our own power to
do. For if it had been in our power to fulfil the law, Christ had been sent to
us without cause, to do for us that thing which we ourselves could have done,
that is to say, fulfil the law. As for the third he spake not, for he did never
know that any may be baptized without faith; which faith, inasmuch as it is,
the gift of God, why may it not be given to infants ? To the last he said that'
if he spake it, he meant it not of those that St. Bernard called heretics, (with
more adulterers, thieves, murderers and other open sinners, who blaspheme
God by their mouths, calling good evil, and evil good, making light darkness,
and darkness light), but he meant it of such as men call heretics according to
the testimony of St. Paul [Acts xxiv.], ' 1 live after the way' saith he, 'that
men call heresy,' whom Christ doth foretell that ye shall burn and persecute
to death.

After these answers thus made, the bishop, with his persecuting
Foxford, dealt so hardly with this good man, partly by strait im-
prisonment, and partly by threats to proceed against him, that in the
end he was fain, through human infirmity, to submit himself, and
was abjured and condemned to perpetual prison ; with loss, both of
his benefice, as also of all his goods. Howbeit one of his brethren
afterwards made such suit unto the king (by means of the queen),
that after three years'* imprisonment, he was both released out of
prison, and also obtained of the king a commission unto the lord
Audley, being then lord chancellor, and to Cranmer, archbishop of
Canterbury, and to Cromwell, then secretary, with others, to inquire
of the injurious and unjust dealings of the bishop and his chancellor
against the said Patmore, notwithstanding his appeal unto the king;
and to determine thereof according to true equity and justice, and to
restore the said Patmore again unto his said benefice. But what was
the end and issue of this commission, we find not as yet.

John Row, Book-binder, a Frenchman, A.D. 1531.
This man, for binding, buying, and dispersing of books inhibited, was enjoined,

besides other penance, to go to Smithfield with his books tied about him, and
to cast them into the fire, and there to abide till they were all burned to ashes.

Christopher, a Dutchman of Antwerp, A.D. 1581.
This man, for selling certain New Testaments in English, to John Row

aforesaid, was put in prison at Westminster, and there died.

W. Nelson, Priest, A. D. 1531.
His crime was, for having and buying of Periman certain books of Luther,

Tyndale, Thorp, &c, and for reading and perusing the same, contrary to the
king's proclamation, for which he was abjured. He was priest at Leith.
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vui. Thomas Eve, Weaver, A.D. 1531.

A.D. His articles: That the sacrament of the altar is but a memory of Christ's
1531 passion. That men were fools to go on pilgrimage, or to set any candle before

to images. Item, It is as good to set up staves before the sepulchre, as to set up
1533. tapers of wax. That priests might have wives.

Robert Hudson of St. Sepulchre's, A.D. 1531.

A dog His article: On Childermas-day1 (saith the register) he offered in Paul's
sfTicho0- c h u r c h a t offering time, to the child bishop (called St. Nicholas) a dog
las, for devotion (as he said), and meant no hurt; for he thought to have offered a
bishop, halfpenny, or else the dog, and thought the dog to be better than a halfpenny,

and the dog should raise some profit to the child; and said moreover, that it
was the tenth dog, &c.2

Edward Hewet, Serving-man, A.D. 1531.

His crime: That after the king's proclamation, he had and read the New
Testament in English; also the book of John Frith against purgatory, &c.

Walter Kiry, Servant, A.D. 1531.

His article : That he, after the king's proclamation, had and used these
books; The Testament in English, The Sum of Scripture, a Primer and Psalter
in English, hidden in his bed-straw at Worcester.

Michael Lobley, A.D. 1531.

His articles: That he, being at Antwerp, bought certain books inhibited, as
The Revelation of Antichrist, The Obedience of a Christian man, The wicked
Mammon, Frith against Purgatory. Item, For speaking against images and
purgatory. Item, For saying, that Bilney was a good man, and died a good
man,3 because of a bill that one did send from Norwich, that specified that he
took his death so patiently, and did not forsake to die with a good will.

A Boy of Colchester, A.D. 1531.

A lad in A boy of Colchester or Norfolk, brought to Richard Bayfield a budget of
ter dieth ^ 0 0 ^ s > about four days before the said Bayfield was taken; for which the lad
ία prison was taken, and laid in the Compter by Master More, chancellor, and there died.
for bring-

Kayfi°eM William Smith, Tailor, A.D. 1581.
his books. '

His articles : That he lodged oftentimes in his house Richard Bayfield, and
other good men: that he received his books into his house, and used much
reading in the New Testament: he had also the Testament of William Tracy:
he believed that there was no purgatory.

William Lincoln, Prentice, A.D. 1532.

His articles : For having and receiving books from beyond the sea, of Tyn-
dale, Frith, Thorp, and others. Item, He doubted, whether there were any
purgatory: whether it were well done to set up candles to saints, to go on
pilgrimage, &c.

John Mel, of Boxted, A.D. 1532.

His heresy was this: For having and reading the New Testament in English,
the Psalter in English, and the book called ' A B C

(1) " Childerinas-day;" the feast of the Innocents, being the 28th of December.—ED.
(2) Ex Regist.
(3) Why then doth Master More say, that Bilney recanted and died a good man, if these be

punished for commending him to die a good man?
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John Medwel, Servant to Master Carket, Scrivener.

This Medwel lay in prison twenty-four weeks, till he was almost lame. His
heresies were these :—That he doubted whether there was any purgatory. He
would not trust in pardons, but rather in the promises of Christ.1 He doubted, ^
whether the merits of any but only of Christ did help him. He doubted whe- 15'*°·
ther pilgrimages and setting up of candles to images, wrere meritorious or not.
He thought he should not put his trust in any saint. Item, he had in his
custody, the New Testament in English', the Examination of Thorp, The
Wicked Mammon, a book of Matrimony.2

Christopher Fulman, Servant to a Goldsmith, Α. υ. 1532.

This young man was attached, for receiving certain books at Antwerp of
George Constantine, and transporting them over into England, and selling them
to sundry persons, being books prohibited by the proclamation. Item, He
thought then those books to have been good, and that he had been in error in
times past.

Margaret Bowgas, A.D. 1532.

Her heresies were these :—Being asked if she would go on pilgrimage, she
said, ' I believe in God, and he can do me more good than our Lady, or any
other saint; and as for them, they shall come to me, if they will,' &c. Then
Richard Sharpies, parson of Milend, by Colchester, asked her if she said her
Ave Maria. ' I say,' said she, ' Hail Mary, but I will say no further/ Then,
said he, if she left not those opinions, she would bear a faggot. ' If I do,
better, then, I shall,' said she, adding moreover, < that she would not go from
that, to die there-for:' to whom the priest answered and said, She would be
burned. Hereunto Margaret, again replying, asked the priest, t Who made
martyrs V ( Tyrants/ quoth the priest, ' make martyrs, for they put martyrs Tyrants
to death.' ' So they shall, or may, me,' quoth Margaret. At length, with m a k e

much ado, and great persuasions, she gave over to Foxford, the chancellor,
and submitted herself.

John Tyrel, an Irishman, of Billerica, Tailor.

His articles were these :—That the sacrament of the altar was not the body
of Christ, but only a cake of bread. Furthermore, the occasion being asked,
how he fell into that heresy, he answered and said, that about three weeks Latimer
before Midsummer last past, he heard Master Hugh Latimer preach at St. Mary, preached
Abchurch, that men should leave going on pilgrimage abroad, and do their pfiĝ m-
pilgrimage to their poor neighbours. Also the said Master Latimer in his age.
sermon did set at little the sacrament of the altar.

William Lancaster, Tailor, A.D. 1532.

The cause laid to this man was, that he had in his keeping the book of
Wickliff s Wicket. Item, That he believed the sacrament of the altar, after the
words of consecration, not to be the body of Christ really, &c. Item, Upon
the day of Assumption, he said, that if it were not for the speech of the people,
he would not receive the sacrament of the altar.

Robert Topley, Friar, A.D. 1582.

His articles:—He being a Friar Augustine of Clare, forsook his habit, and
going in a secular man's weed ten years, married a wife, called Margaret A friar
Nixon, having by her a child; and afterwards, being brought before the bishop, m a r r i e d ·
he was by him abjured, and condemned to be imprisoned in his former monas-
tery ; but at last he escaped out, and returned to his wife again.

(1) It is heresy with the pope, to trust only to the merits of Christ.
(2) Ex ipsius schedula ad Episc. Scripta.
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via. Thomas Topley, Augustine Friar, at Stoke-clare.
A. D. By the occasion of this Robert Topley aforesaid, place is offered to speak
1532 something likewise of Thomas Topley, his brother belike, and also a friar of

to the same order and house of Stoke-clare. This Thomas Topley had been eon-
1533. verted before by one Richard Foxe, priest of Bumstead, and Miles Coverdale,

Mileg Co insomuch that he, being induced, partly by them, partly by reading certain
verdale ° books, cast oft' both his order and habit, and went like a secular priest. Where-

upon he was espied, and brought to Cuthbert, bishop of London, A. D. 1528,
before whom he made this confession as followeth.

The Recantation of Thomas Topley.1

All Christian men beware of consenting to Erasmus's Fables, for by consenting
to them, they have caused me to shrink in my faith, that I promised to God
at my christening by my witnesses. First, as touching these fables, I read in
Colloquium, by the instruction of sir Richard Foxe, of certain pilgrims, who, as
the book doth say, made a vow to go to St. James, and as they went, one of
them died, and he desired his fellows to salute St. James in his name; and
another died homeward, and he desired that they would salute his wife and his
children ; and the third died at Florence, and his fellow said, he supposed that
he was in heaven, and yet he said that he was a great liar. Thus 1 mused of
these opinions so greatly, that my mind was almost withdrawn from devotion
to saints. Notwithstanding, I consented that the divine service of them was
very good, and is; though I have not had such sweetness in it as I should have
had, because of such fables, and also because of other foolish pastimes; as
dancing, tennis, and such other, which I think have been great occasions that
the goodness of God hath been void in me, and vice in strength.

Moreover, it fortuned thus, about half a year ago, that the said sir Richard went
forth, and desired me to serve his cure for him; and as I was in his chamber,

Wickiiffs I found a certain book called Wickliffs Wicket, whereby I felt in my con-
Wicket. s c j e n c e a great wavering for the time that I did read upon it, and afterwards,

also, when I remembered it, it wounded my conscience very sore. Neverthe-
less, I consented not to it, until I had heard him preach, and that was upon
St. Anthony's day. Yet my mind was still much troubled with the said book
(which did make the sacrament of Christ's body, in form of bread, but a

Miles Co- remembrance of Christ's passion), till I heard sir Miles Coverdale preach, and
verdale. then my mind was sore withdrawn from that blessed sacrament, insomuch that

I took it then but for the remembrance of Christ's body. Thus I have wretch-
edly wrapped my soul with sin, because I have not been steadfast in that holy
order that God hath called me unto by baptism, neither in the holy order that
God and St. Augustine have called me to by my religion, &c.

Furthermore, he said and confessed, that in the Lent last past, as he was
walking in the field at Bumstead, with sir Miles Coverdale, late friar of the
same order, going in the habit of a secular priest, who had preached the fourth
Sunday in Lent at Bumstead, they did commune together of Erasmus's works,
and also upon confession. This sir Miles said, and did hold, that it was suffi-
cient for a man to be contrite for his sins betwixt God and his conscience,
without confession made to a priest; which opinion this respondent thought to
be true, and did affirm and hold the same at that time. Also he saith, that at
the said sermon, made by the said sir Miles Coverdale at Bumstead, he heard
him preach against worshipping of images in the church, saying and preaching,
that men in no wise should honour or worship them; which likewise he thought
to be true, because he had no learning to defend it.

William Gardiner, Augustine Friar, of Clare.
With this Topley I may also join William Gardiner, one of the same order

and house of Clare, who likewise, by the motion of the said Richard Foxe,
curate of Bumstead, and by showing him certain books to read, was brought
likewise to the like learning and judgment, and was for the same abjured by
Cuthbert, bishop, the same year, 1528.

(1) Ex. Regist. Loud.
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VIII.

Richard Johnson, of Boxted, and Alice his Wife.
A.D.

This Richard and his wife were favourers of God's word, and had been 1532
troubled for the same of long time. They came from Salisbury to Boxted by to
reason of persecution, where they continued a good space. At length, by resort 1533.
of good men, they began to be suspected, and especially for a book of Wickliff s
Wicket, which was in their house, they were convented before Stokesley, bishop
of London, and there abjured.

So great was the trouble of those times, that it would overcharge Perilous
any story to recite the names of all them that during those bitter days%

days, before the coming of queen Anne, either were driven out of
the realm, or were cast out from their goods and houses, or brought
to open shame by abjuration. Such decrees and injunctions then
were set forth by the bishops, such laws and proclamations were pro-
vided, such watch and narrow search was used, such ways were taken
by force of oath to make one detect another so subtilly, that scarcely
any good man could or did escape their hands, but either his name
was known, or else his person was taken. Yet, nevertheless, so
mightily the power of God's gospel did work in the hearts of good
men, that the number of them did nothing lessen for all this violence
or policy of the adversaries, but rather increased in such sort, as our
story almost suffereth not to recite the particular names of all and
singular such as then groaned under the same cross of affliction and
persecution of those days; of which number were these :

Arthur and Gefferey Lome. John Hempsteed, their son. The
John Tibauld, his mother, his wife, his Robert Faire. names of

two sons, and his two daughters. William Chatwals. persons
Edmund Tibauld, and his wife. Joan Smith, widow, otherwise called of the
Henry Butcher, and his wife. Agnes, widow; also her sons John, J j ^ l l t n

William Butcher, and his wife. Thomas, and Christopher, and her stead,
George Preston, and his wife. daughters Joan and Alice. who ab-
Joan Smith, widow; also her sons John Wiggen. j u r e d

Robert and Richard, and her Nicholas Holden's wife.
daughters Margaret and Elizabeth. Alice Shipwright.

Robert Hempsteed, and his wife. Henry Brown.
Thomas Hempsteed, and his wife. John Craneford.

All these were of the town of Bumstead, who being detected by
sir Richard Foxe, their curate, and partly by Tibauld, were brought
up to the bishop of London, and all put together in one house, to the
number of thirty-five, to be examined and abjured by the said bishop.

Moreover, in other towns about Suffolk and Essex, others also Men and
were detected, as in the town of Byrbrook, these following: of°Essex

and

Isabel Choote, widow; also her sons Bateman, and his wife. troubled
John, William, Christopher, and John Smith, and his wife. for the
Robert; her daughter Margaret, Thomas Butcher, and his wife. gospe '
and Katherine her maid. Robert Catlin, a spoon-maker.

Thomas Choote, and his wife. Christmas, and his wife.
Harvie, and his wife. William Bechwith, his wife and his two
Thomas, his son. sons.
Agnes, his daughter. John Pickas, and liis wife.
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Henry William Pickas, his brother. Roger Tanner .
VHI Girling, his wife and his daughter. Christopher Raven, and his wife.
^ JJ Matthew's wife. John Chapman, his servant.
15*32* J ° h n s o n > ^ s w ^ e a n c * ^ s s o n · Richard Chapman, his servant, and

* Thomas Hills. brother to John Chapman.
icon

—- Christopher remaineth yet alive, and hath been of a long time a
great harbourer of many good men and women that were in trouble
and distress, and received them to his house, as Thomas Bate, Simon
Smith, the priesfs wife, Roger Tanner, with a number more, which
ye may see and read in our first edition.1

R. chap- Touching this Richard Chapman, this, by the way, is to be noted,
cruelty that as he was in his coat and shirt enjoined, bare-head, bare-foot,
formercy anc^ bare-leg, to go before the procession, and to kneel upon the cold

steps in the church all the sermon time, a little lad, seeing him kneel
upon the cold stone with his bare knees, and having pity on him,
came to him, and having nothing else to give him, brought him his
cap to kneel upon; for which the boy was immediately taken into
the vestry, and there unmercifully beaten, for his mercy showed to
the poor penitent.

Beside these, divers others were about London, Colchester, and
other places also, partakers of the same cross and affliction for the like
cause of the gospel, in which number come in these who hereafter
follow.
Peter Fenne, priest. Robert Wigge, William Bull, and
Robert Best. George Cooper, of London.
John Turke. John Toy of St. Faith's, London.
William Raylond of Colchester. Richard Foster of London.
Henry Raylond, his son. Sebastian Harris, curate of Kensington.
Marion Matthew, or Westden. Alice Gardener, John Tomson, and
Dorothy Long. John Bradley and his wife, of Col-
Thomas Parker.2 Chester.
M. Forman, bachelor of divinity, par- John Hubert, of Esdonland, and his

son of Honey-lane. wife.
Robert Necton. William Butcher, whose father's grand-
Katharine Swane. father was burned for the same re-
Mark Cowbridge of Colchester. ligion.
Widow Denby. Abraham Water of Colchester.3

Robert Hedil of Colchester.

All these in this table contained, were troubled and abjured,
A.D. 1527, and A.D. 1528.

John Wily the elder. William Wily, another son.
Katharine Wily, his wife. Margaret Wily, his wife.
John Wily, son of John Wily the elder. Lucy Wily, and Agnes Wily, two
Christian Wily, his wife. young girls.

These eight persons were accused A.D. 1532, for eating pottage and flesh-meat,
five years before, upon St. James's even.

Also another time, upon St. Peter's even, as Katharine Wily did lie in child-
bed, the other wives, with the two girls, were found eating all together of a broth
made with the fore-part of a rack of mutton.

Item, The aforesaid John Wily the elder had a primer in English in his
house, and other books.

(1) The first Edition of the Acts and Monuments, p. 419. See also vol. iv. pp. 585, 586 of this
Edition. This catalogue of names is omitted in all other Editions.—ED.

(2) This Parker was abjured twenty four years before this.
(3) Ex Regist. Lond.
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Also he had a young daughter of ten years old, who could render by heart Henry
the most part of the twenty-fourth chapter of St. Matthew. Also she could VIIL

rehearse without book, 'The Disputation between the Clerk and the Friar.' ~A~D~~
Item, The said John Wily had in his house a treatise of William Thorp, and -, Λ.ο"

sir John Oldcastle. t o

1533.
A NOTE OF RICHARD BAYFIELD ABOVE MENTIONED.

Mention was made before1 of Richard Bayfield, monk of Bury,
who, in these perilous days, amongst other good saints of God,
suffered death, as ye have heard; but how, and by whom he was
detected, hath not been showed ; which now, as in searching out of
registers we have found, so we thought good here to adjoin the same,
with the words and confession of the same Edmund Peerson, who
detected him in manner as followeth.

The Accusation of Edmund Peerson against Richard Bayfield.

The thirteenth day of September, at four o'clock in the afternoon, A.D. 1527,
sir Richard Bayfield said, that my lord of London's commissary was a plain
pharisee; wherefore he would speak with him, and by his wholesome doctrine,
he trusted in God, he should make him a perfect Christian man, and me also,
for I was a pharisee as yet, he said.

Also he said that he cared not even if the commissary and the chancellor both
heard him; for the chancellor, he said, was also a pharisee, and he trusted to
make him a Christian man.

Also he said he was entreated by his friends, and, in a manner, constrained to
abide in the city against his will, to make the chancellor, and many more, per-
fect Christian men ; for as yet many were pharisees, and knew not the perfect
declaration of the Scripture.

Also he said that Master Arthur and Bilney were, and be, more pure and more
perfect in their living to God, than was, or is, the commissary, the chancellor,
my lord of London, or my lord cardinal.

Also he said that if Arthur and Bilney suffer death in the quarrels and
opinions that they be in or hold, they shall be martyrs before God in heaven.

Also he said, After Arthur and Bilney were put cruelly to death, yet should
there be hundreds of men that should preach the same that they have preached.

Also he said that he would favour Arthur and Bilney, he knew their living commen-
to be so good; for they did wear no shirts of linen cloth, but shirts of hair, and dation of
ever were fasting, praying, or doing some other good deeds. And as for one ™ά&Υ

of them, whatsoever he have of money in his purse he will distribute it, for the Arthur.
love of God, to poor people.

Also he said that no man should give laud or praise, in any manner of wise,
to any creature, or to any saint in heaven, but only to God; Soli Deo honor et
gloria; that is, To God alone be all honour and glory.8

Also he said, * Ah, good sir Edmund!' ye be far from the knowledge and
understanding of the Scripture, for as yet ye be a pharisee, with many others
of your company: but I trust in God, I shall make you, and many other more, The godly
good and perfect Christian men, ere I depart from the city; for I purpose to If1^6

read a common lecture every day at St. Foster's Church, which lecture shall field
be to the edifying of your souls that be false pharisees.'

Also he said that Bilney preached nothing at Wilsdon, but what was true.
Also he said that Bilney preached true at Wilsdon, if he said that our Lady's jh e

crown of Wilsdon, her rings and beads that were offered to her, were bestowed people's
amongst harlots, by the ministers of Christ's church; ' for that I have seen b^tow?d
myself,' he said, ' here in London, and that will I abide by.1 upon

Also he said, He did not fear to commune and argue in Arthur's and Bihiey's hari<>ts·
opinions and articles, even if it were with my lord cardinal.

Also he said that he would hold Arthur's and Bilney's opinions and articles,
and abide by them, that they were true opinions, to suffer death there-for;
* I know them,' said he, ' for such noble and excellent men in learning.'

(1) See vol iv. p. 680.—ED. (2) 1 Tim. i.
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Henry Also he said, If he were before my lord cardinal, he would not let to speak
VH-i· to him, and to tell him, that he hath done naughtily in imprisoning Arthur and

^ jy Bilney, who were better disposed in their livings to God, than my lord cardinal,
j KOO' or my lord of London, as holy as they make themselves.

— Also he said, My lord cardinal is no perfect nor good man to God, for he
keepeth not the commandments of God; for Christ (he said) never taught him

The car- to follow riches, nor to seek for promotions or dignities of this world, nor did
shoes* Christ ever teach him to wear shoes of silver and gilt, set with pearl and precious

stones; nor had Christ ever two crosses of silver, two axes, or a pillar of silver
and gilt.

Also he said that every priest might preach the gospel without license of the
pope, my lord cardinal, my lord of London, or any other man; and that he
would abide by: and thus he verified it, as it is written, Mark xvi., ' Euntes
in mundum universum, predicate Evangelium omni creaturse.' Christ com-
manded every priest to go forth throughout all the world, and preach the word
of God by the authority of this gospel ,· and not to run to the pope, nor to any
other man for license : and that he would abide by, he said.

Also he said, ' Well, Sir Edmund!' say you what you will, and every man.
and my lord cardinal also, and yet will I say, and abide by it, my lord cardinal
doth punish Arthur and Bilney unjustly, for there be no truer Christian men in
all the world living, than they two be; and that punishment that my lord car-
dinal doth to them, he doth it by might and power, as one who would say,
This may I do, and this will I do: who shall say nay ? but he doth it of no
justice.'

Also about the 14th day of October last past, at three o'clock at afternoon,
sir Richard Bayfield came to St. Edmund's in Lombard-street, where he found
me, sir Edmund Peerson, sir James Smith, and sir Miles Garnet, standing at
the uttermost gate of the parsonage; and sir Edmund said to sir Richard Bay-
field, 'How many Christian men have ye made, since ye came to the city?'
Quoth sir Richard Bayfield, ' I came even now to make thee a Christian man,
and these two other gentlemen with thee; for well I know ye be all three
phariseevS as yet.'

Also he said to sir Edmund, that Arthur and Bilney were better Christian
men than he was, or any of them that did punish Arthur and Bilney.

By me, Edmund Peerson.

A n d thus we have, as in a gross sum, compiled together the
names and causes, though not of all, yet of a great, and too great a
number of good men and good women, who, in those sorrowful days
(from the year of our Lord 15^7, to this present year 1588, that is,
till the coming in of queen Anne) were manifold ways vexed and
persecuted under the tyranny of the bishop of Rome. Where again
we have to note, that from this present year of our Lord 1588, during
the time of the said queen Anne, we read of no great persecution,
nor any abjuration to have been in the church of England, save only
that the registers of London make mention of certain Dutch-
men counted for Anabaptists,1 of whom ten were put to death in
sundry places of the realm, A . D . 1 5 8 5 ; other ten repented and were
saved. Where note again, that two also of the said company, albeit
the definitive sentence was read, yet notwithstanding were pardoned
by the king ; which was contrary to the pope's law.

com- Now to proceed forth in our matter : After that the bishops and
the'com- heads of the clergy had thus a long time taken their pleasure, exer-
Sdnst rising their cruel authority against the poor wasted flock of the Lord,
the and began, furthermore, to stretch forth their rigour and austerity,
c ergy' to attach and molest also other great persons of the temporalty ; so

(1) The names of the ten Dutchmen Anabaptists, who were put to death, were Segor, Deriek,
Simon, Rima, Dcrick, Dominick, David, Cornelius, Elken, Milo,
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it fell, that in the beginning of the next or second year following,
which was A.D. 1534, a parliament was called by the king about the .
15th day of January i1 in which parliament the commons, renewing A.D.
their old griefs, complained of the cruelty of the prelates and ordi- 153^-
naries, for calling men before them ς Ex officio."' For such was then
the usage of the ordinaries and their officials, that they would send
for men, and lay accusations to them of heresy, only declaring to
them that they were accused ; and would minister articles to them, the clergy
but no accuser should be brought forth: whereby the commons were Ĵfjjfm-
grievously annoyed and oppressed ; for the party so cited must poraity.
either abjure or do worse : for purgation he might none make.

As these were long debating in the common house, at last it was
agreed that the temporal men should put their griefs in writing, and
deliver them to the king. Whereupon, on the 18th day of March,
the common speaker, accompanied with certain knights and burgesses
of the common house, came to the king's presence, and there declared
how the temporal men of his realm were sore aggrieved with the cruel
demeanour of the prelates and ordinaries, who touched their bodies
and goods so nearly, that they of necessity were enforced to make
their humble suit, by their speaker, unto his grace, to take such
order and redress in the case, as to his high wisdom might seem most
convenient, &c.

Unto this request of the commons, although the king at that time
gave no present grant, but suspended them with a delay, yet not-
withstanding, this sufficiently declared the grudging minds of. the
temporal men against the spiritualty, lacking nothing but God's God's
helping hand to work in the king ŝ heart for reformation of such {^iX
things, which they all did see to be out of frame. Neither did the ^ d

o f

Lord's divine providence fail in time of need, but eftsoons ministered
a ready remedy in time expedient. He saw the pride and cruelty of
the spiritual clergy grown to such a height as was intolerable. He
saw again, and heard the groaning hearts, the bitter afflictions, of
his oppressed flock; his truth decayed, his religion profaned, the
glory of his Son defaced, his church lamentably wasted. Wherefore
it was high time for his high majesty to look upon the matter (as he
did indeed) by a strange and wondrous means, which was through
the king's divorcement from lady Katharine, dowager, and marrying Anne"
with lady Anne Bullen, in this present year; which was the first ^Jj^y
occasion and beginning of all this public reformation which hath Katha-
followed since, in this church of England, and to this present day, divorced,
according as ye shall hear.

311 Compendious ©tfcoutge,
COMPREHENDING THE WHOLE SUM AND MATTER CONCERNING

THE MARRIAGE BETWEEN KING HENRY AND QUEEN ANNE

BULLEN; AND QUEEN KATHARINE DIVORCED.

In the first entry of the king's reign ye heard before, how, after A. D.
the death of prince Arthur, the lady Katharine, princess dowager,
and wife to prince Arthur, by the consent both of her father and his,
and also by the advice of the nobles of this realm, to the end her

(1) Ex Ed. Hall. [The twenty-third year of Henry VIII., page 784. Lond. 1609.—ED.],
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Henry dowry might remain still within the realm, was espoused, after the
VIIL . decease of her husband, to his next brother, which was this king Henry.
A. D. *Thus l then, after the declaration of these things gone before, next
1527 c o m e t h to our hands (by the order and process of the time we are

now about), to treat of the marvellous and most gracious work of the
holy providence of God, beginning now to work, at this present time,
here in England, that which neither durst be attempted before by any
prince within this realm, nor yet could ever be hoped for by any
subject; concerning the abolishing and overthrow of the pope's
supremacy here in the English church: who, through the false pre-
tensed title of his usurped authority, and through the vain fear of his
keys, and cursed cursings and excommunications, did so deeply sit in
the consciences of men; did keep all princes and kings so under
him ; briefly, did so plant himself in all churches, taking such deep
root in the hearts of all Christian people so long time, that it seemed
not only hard, but also impossible, for man's power to abolish the
same. But that which passeth man's strength, God here beginneth
to take in hand, to supplant the old tyranny and subtle supremacy
of the Romish bishop. The occasion hereof began thus (through the
secret providence of God), by a certain unlawful marriage between
king Henry VIII. and the lady Katharine, his brother's wife; which
marriage, being found unlawful, and so concluded by all universities,
not to be dispensed withal by any man, at length brought forth a
verity long hid before ; that is, that the pope was not what he was
accounted to be ; and, again, that he presumptuously took more upon
him than he was able to dispense withal.

These little beginnings being once called into question, gave great
light to men, and ministered withal great occasion to seek further:
insomuch that at length the pope was espied, both to usurp that
which he could not claim, and to claim that which he ought not to
usurp. As touching the first doubt of this unlawful marriage, whether
it came of the king himself, or of the cardinal, or of the Spaniards,
as the chronicles themselves do not fully express, so I cannot as-
suredly affirm. This is certain, that it was not without the singular
providence of God (whereby to bring greater things to pass), that
the king's conscience herein seemed to be so troubled, according as
the words of his own oration, had unto his commons, do declare;
whose oration hereafter followeth, to give testimony of the same.*

The pope This marriage seemed very strange and hard, for one brother to
sethfor marry the wife of another. But what can be in this earth so hard or
Mother to difficult, wherewith the pope, the omnipotent vicar of Christ, cannot
marry his by favour dispense, if it please him ? The pope that then ruled at
brother's TY F τ τ ττ ι ι , . r r . Ί .

wife. Kome, was pope Julius 11., by whose dispensation this marriage,
which neither sense of nature would admit, nor God's law would
bear, was concluded, approved, and ratified; and so continued as
lawful, without any doubt or scruple, the space of nearly twenty

The years, till about the time that a certain doubt began first to be
Spaniards m o v e ( j ĵ y ^ Sp a m ' a r c[ s themselves, of the emperor's council, A.D.
o?theed 1^28; at what time Charles the emperor, being here in England,
king's promised to marry the lady Mary, daughter to the king of England ;
mamage. ^ . j ^ w n j c n promise, the Spaniards themselves were not well con-

(1) See Ed. 15G3, p. 455.—Ευ.
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tented, objecting this, among many other causes, that the said lady Henry
Mary was begotten of the king of England by his brother's wife. VIIL

Whereupon the emperor, forsaking that marriage, did couple A. D.
himself with lady Isabel, daughter to king Emanuel of Portugal. 152?
This marriage was done A. D. 1526. After this marriage of the
emperor, the next year following, king Henry, being disappointed -
thus of the emperor, entered talk, or rather was laboured to by the
French ambassadors, for the said lady Mary to be married to the
French king's son, duke of Orleans; upon the talk whereof, after
long debating, at length the matter was put off by a certain doubt of
the president of Paris, casting the like objection as the Spaniards had These-
done before ; which was, Whether the marriage between the king, doubt,
and the mother of this lady Mary, who had been his brother's wife JJ^dy
before, were good or no ? And so the marriage, twice unluckily Mary was
attempted, in like sort brake off again, and was rejected, which Sfrn!y

happened A. D. 1527.
The king, upon the occasion hereof casting many tilings in his Two per-

mind, began to consider the cause more deeply, first, with himself, fiefhees

after, with certain of his nearest council; wherein two things there £j?ej8

were which chiefly pricked his mind, whereof the one touched his con-
science, the other concerned the state of his realm. For if that
marriage with his brother's wife stood unlawful by the law of God,
then neither was his conscience clear in retaining the mother, nor yet
the state of the realm firm by succession of the daughter. It hap-
pened the same time that the cardinal, who was then nearest about cardinal
the king, had fallen out with the emperor, for not helping him to the ^Γ/όί*
papacy, as ye before heard; for which cause he helped to set the ^^"
matter forward by all the practice he might. Thus the king, per-
plexed in his conscience, and careful for the commonwealth, and
partly also incited by the cardinal, could not so rest; but inquired
further to feel what the word of God, and learning, would say unto it.
Neither was the case so hard, after it began once to come in public
question, but that by the word of God, and the judgments of the best
learned clerks, and also by the censure of the chief universities of all
Christendom, to the number of ten and more, it was soon discussed
to be unlawful.

All these censures, books, and writings, of so many doctors, clerks,
and universities, sent from all quarters1 of Christendom to the king,
albeit they might suffice to have fully resolved, and did indeed resolve
the king's conscience touching this scruple of his marriage ; yet
would he not straightway use that advantage which learning did give
him, unless he had withal the assent as well of the pope, as also the
emperor; wherein he perceived no little difficulty. For the pope,
he thought, seeing the marriage was authorized before by the dispen-
sation of his predecessor, would hardly turn his keys about to undo
that which the pope before him had locked ; and much less would he
suffer those keys to be foiled, or to come in any doubt; which was
like to come, if that marriage were proved undispensable by God's
word, which his predecessor, through his plenary power, had licensed
before. Again, the emperor, he thought, would be no less hard for

(1) 4 All quarters,' that is, the judgments of ten or twelve universities against the king's mar-
riage, Orleans, Paris, Toulouse, Anjou, Bolcgna, Padua, the faculty of Paris, Bourges, Oxford,
and Cambridge.
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Henry his part, on the other side, forasmuch as the said Lady Katharine was
. the emperors near aunt, and a Spaniard born. Yet , nevertheless, his

A. D. purpose was to prove and feel what they both would say unto i t ; and
1527 therefore he sent Stephen Gardiner to Rome, to weigh with pope
1533 ^ l e m e n t . T o the emperor was sent sir Nicholas Harvey, knight,

embassador in the court of Gaunt. First, pope Clement, not weigh-
thepope·! m £ belike the full importance and sequel of the matter, sent cardinal
legate. Campeius (as is said) into England, joined with the cardinal of York.
The A t the coming of these legates, the king, first opening unto them
p S a - the grief of his conscience, seemed with great reasons and persuasions
thTie- sufficiently to have drawn the good will of those two legates to his
gates. side ; who also, of their own accord, pretended no less but to show a

willing inclination to further the king's cause. But yet the mouths
of the common people, and in especial of women, and such others as
favoured the queen, and talked their pleasure, were not stopped.
Wherefore, to satisfy the blind surmises and foolish communication
of these also, who, seeing the coming of the cardinals, cast out such
lewd words, as that the king would, ' for his own pleasure,7 have
another wife, with like unbeseeming talk ; he therefore, willing that
all men should know the truth of his proceedings, caused all his
nobility, judges, and counsellors, with divers other persons, to resort
to his palace of Bridewell, the 8th day of November, A. D. 1529,
where, openly speaking in his great chamber, he had these words in
effect, as folioweth.

The King^s Oration to his Subjects.
Our trusty and well-beloved subjects, both you of the nobility, and you

of the meaner sort: it is not unknown unto you, how that we, both by God's
provision, and true and lawful inheritance, have reigned over this realm of
England almost the term of twenty years; during which time, we have so
ordered us (thanked be God !) that no outward enemy hath oppressed you, nor
taken any thing from us, nor have we invaded any realm, but we have had
victory and honour, so that we think that neither you nor any of your prede-
cessors, ever lived more quietly, more wealthily, or in more estimation, under
any of our noble progenitors. But when we remember our mortality, and that
we must die, then we think that all our doings in our lifetime are clearly
defaced, and worthy of no memory, if we leave you in trouble at the time of our
death; for if our true heir be not known at the time of our death, see what
mischief and trouble shall succeed to you, and to your children. The expe-
rience thereof some of you have seen after the death of our noble grandfather,
king Edward the Fourth; and some have heard what mischief and man-
slaughter continued in this realm between the houses of York and Lancaster, by
which dissension this realm was like to have been clearly destroyed.

And although it hath pleased Almighty God to send us a fair daughter of a
noble woman, and of me begotten, to our great comfort and joy, yet it hath
been told us, by divers great clerks, that neither she is our lawful daughter, nor
her mother our lawful wife, but that we live together abominably and detestably
in open adultery; insomuch that when our ambassador was last in France, and
motion was made that the duke of Orleans should marry our said daughter, one of
the chief counsellors to the French king said, It were well done, to know whether
she be the king of England's lawful daughter or not; for well known it is,
that he begot her on his brother's wife, which is directly against God's law and
his precept. Think you, my lords, that these words touch not my body and
soul ? Think you that these doings do not daily and hourly trouble my con-
science, and vex my spirits ? Yes, we doubt not but if it were your cause, every
man would seek remedy, when the peril of your soul, and the loss of your inhe-
ritance is openly laid unto you. For this only cause I protest before God, and
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on the word of a prince, I have asked counsel of the greatest clerks in Christen- Henry
dom; and for this cause I have sent for this legate, as a man indifferent, only ν ΐ π ·
to know the truth, and so to settle my conscience, and for none other cause, as ^ j ^
God can judge. And as touching the queen, if it be adjudged by the law of ^ 2 7
God that she is my lawful wife, there was never thing more pleasant, or more t Q

acceptable to me in my life, both for the discharge and clearing of my con- 1533
science, and also for the good qualities and conditions which I know to be in '—
her. For I assure you all, that beside her noble parentage of which she is
descended (as you well know), she is a woman of most gentleness, of most
humility and buxomness, yea, and in all good qualities appertaining to nobility,
she is without comparison, as I, these twenty years almost, have had the true
experiment; so that if I were to marry again, if the marriage might be good,
I would surely choose her above all other women. But if it be determined by
judgment, that our marriage was against God's law, and clearly void, then shall
I not only sorrow the departing from so good a lady and loving companion, but
much more lament and bewail my unfortunate chance, that I have so long
lived in adultery, to God's great displeasure, and have no true heir of my body
to inherit this realm. These be the sores that vex my mind, these be the pangs
that trouble my conscience, and for these griefs I seek a remedy. Therefore I
require you all, as our trust and confidence is in you, to declare to our subjects
our mind and intent, according to our true meaning ; and desire them to pray
with us that the very truth may be known, for the discharge of our conscience,
and saving of our soul: and for the declaration hereof I have assembled you
together, and now you may depart.

Shortly after this oration of the king, wherewith he stirred the The

hearts of a number, then the two legates, being requested of the Janfwith

king, for discharge of his conscience, to judge and determine upon the

the cause, went to the queen lying then in the palace of Bridewell, q u e e n "

and declared to her, how they were deputed judges indifferent,

between the king and her, to hear and determine, whether the

marriage between them stood with God's law or not.

When she understood the cause of their coming, being thereat

something astonied at the first, after a little pausing with herself,

thus she began, answering for herself.1

Queen Katharine"^ Answer to the Cardinals.

Alas, my lords (said she), is it now a question whether I be the king's law-
ful wife or no, when I have been married to him almost twenty years, and in
the mean season never question was made before ? Divers prelates yet being
alive, and lords also, and privy councillors with the king at that time, then ad-
judged our marriage lawful and honest; and now to say it is detestable and
abominable, I think it great marvel: and, in especial, when I consider what a
wise prince the king's father was, and also the love and natural affection that
king Ferdinand, my father, bare unto me, I think in myself, that neither of our
fathers were so uncircumspect, so unwise, and of so small imagination, but they
foresaw what might follow of our marriage; and in especial, the king my father
sent to the court of Rome, and there, after long suit, with great cost and charge,
obtained a license and dispensation, that I, being the one brother's wife, and
peradventure carnally known, might, without scruple of conscience, marry with
the other brother lawfully, which license, under lead, I have yet to show : which
things make me to say, and surely believe, that our marriage was both lawful,
good, and godly.

But of this trouble I may only thank you, my lord cardinal of York. For The
because I have wondered at your high pride and vain glory, and abhorord £arggnai
your voluptuous life and abominable lechery, and little regarded your pre- thi? 6 0

sumptuous power and tyranny, therefore, of malice you have kindled this fire, divorce,
and set this matter abroach; and, in especial, for the great malice that you a n d w h y *

(L) Ex E. Hallo, [pp. 754, 755. Edit. 1809.—ED.]

VOL. V. Κ
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Henry bear to my nephew the emperor, whom I perfectly know you hate worse than
VIIL a scorpion, because he would not satisfy your ambition, and make you pope by

force: and therefore you have said more than once, that you would trouble him
and his friends; and you have kept him true promise; for all his wars and

tQ vexations he may only thank you. And as for me, his poor aunt and kins-
1533 w o m a n » w n a t t rouble you have put me to, by this new found doubt, God

1 knoweth; to whom I commit my cause, according to the truth.

The cardinal of York excused himself, saying, that he was not the
beginner nor the mover of the doubt, and that it was sore against
his will that ever the marriage should come in question; but he
said that by his superior, the bishop of Rome, he was deputed as a
judge to hear the cause ; which he sware on his profession to hear
indifferently. But whatsoever was said, she believed him not; and
so the legates took their leave of her, and departed.

These words were spoken in French, and written by cardinal
Campeius's secretary, who was present; and afterwards, by Edward
Hall, translated into English.

*By* these premises it is sufficient to judge and understand what
the whole occasion was, that brought this marriage first into doubt,
so that there needeth not any farther declaration in words upon this
matter. But this one thing will I say, if I might be bold to speak
what I think : other men may think what they list. This I suppose,
that the stay of this marriage was taken in good time, and not with-
out the singular favour of God^s providence. For if that one child,
coming of this aforesaid marriage, did so greatly endanger this whole
realm of England to be entangled with the Spanish nation, that if
God's mighty hand had not been betwixt, God only knoweth what
misery might have ensued: what peril then should thereby have
folloy/ed, if, in the continuance of this marriage, more issue had
sprung thereof !

But to return again to our matter concerning the whole process
and discourse of this divorcement, briefly to comprehend in few
words, that which might be collected out of many : after this answer
was given of the queen, and her appeal made to the pope, the king,
to try out the matter by Scriptures and by learning, sent first to the
pope, then to most part of all universities, to have it decided to the
uttermost.*

The vain In the next year ensuing, A.D. 1530, at the Black Friars' of
U£^ London was prepared a solemn place for the two legates: who,
Thelekin c o m m g w ^ n t n e^ r c rosses> pillars, axes, and all other Romish
andqueen ceremonies accordingly, were set in two chairs covered with cloth of
before gold, and cushions of the same. When all things were ready, then
them, the king and the queen were ascited by Dr. Sampson to appear before

the said legates the 28th day of May ; where (the commission of the
cardinals first being read, wherein it was appointed by the court of
Rome, that they should be the hearers and judges in the cause
between them both) the king was called by name, who appeared by
two proctors. Then the queen was called, who being accompanied
with four bishops,2 and others of her council, and a great company of
ladies, came personally herself before the legates ; who there, after her

(1) For this passage between asterisks see Ed. 1563, p. 457.—ED.
(2) These four bishops were Warham of Canterbury, West of Ely, Fisher of Rochester, Standish

of St. Asaph.
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obeisance, with a sad gravity of countenance, having not many words Henry
with them, appealed from the legates, as judges not competent, to u' ,
the court of Rome, and so departed. Notwithstanding this appeal, A. D»
the cardinals sat weekly, and every day arguments on both sides ^ 3 0

were brought, but nothing definitively was determined. 1523
As the time passed on, in the month of June, the king being -

desirous to see an end of the controversy, and hear the determination queen
of the matter, came to the court, and the queen came also, where he, ? r ^ ^ h

standing under his cloth of estate, uttered these or like words, cardinals
* which1 can best declare his own mind, and which here I thought to Pope

e

notify, that they who have not the chronicles present, may here read
his mind, and the better understand the matter.*

The King's Oration to the Legates.
My lords, legates of the see apostolic, who be deputed judges in this great

and weighty matter, I most heartily beseech you to ponder my mind and in-
tent, which only is to have a final end for the discharge of my conscience. For
every good Christian man knoweth what pain and what unquietness he suffereth,
who hath his conscience grieved. For I assure you, on my honour, that this
matter hath so vexed my mind, and troubled my spirits, that I can scantly study
anything which should be profitable for my realm and people : and to have a
quietness in body and soul is my desire and request, and not for any grudge
that I bear to her that I have married; for I dare say, that for her womanhood,
wisdom, nobility, and gentleness, never prince had such another: and there-
fore, if I would willingly change, I were not wise. Wherefore my suit is to you
my lords at this time, to have a speedy end, according to right, for the quiet-
ness of my mind and conscience only, and for no other cause, as God knoweth.

When the king had thus said, the queen departed without saying The
any thing. *The 2 queen again, on the other part (who had before S
appealed to the pope), assisted with her councillors and doctors, who
were four bishops, that is Warham of Canterbury, West of Ely,
Fisher of Rochester, Standish of St. Asaph, with other learned men
whom the king had licensed her to choose,* was called to know
whether she would abide by her appeal, or answer there before the
legates. Her proctor answered, that she would abide by her appeal.
That notwithstanding, the councillors on both sides every day almost
met, and debated this matter substantially, so that at last the divines
were all of opinion that the marriage was against the law of God, if
she were carnally known by the first brother, which thing she clearly
denied. But to that was answered, that prince Arthur her husband
confessed the act done, by certain words spoken; which, being
recorded in other chronicles, I had rather should there be read, than
by me here uttered. Furthermore, at the time of the death of prince
Arthur, she thought and judged that she was with child, and for that
cause" the king was deferred from the title and creation of the prince of
Wales almost half a year : which thing could not have been judged,
if she had not been carnally known.

Also she herself caused a bull to be purchased, in the which were
these words: c vel forsan cognitam,' which is as much to say as,
' peradventure carnally known ;** which words were not in the first
bull granted by July, at her second marriage to the king. Which
second bull, with that clause, was only purchased to dispense with

(2) See Edition 1563, p. 458.-ED. (2) See Edition 1563, p. 458.—ED.
•c 9
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Henry the second matrimony, although there were carnal copulation before :
. 1_ which bull needed not to have been purchased, if there had been no
•A.· D· carnal copulation, for then the first bull had been sufficient.
1530 Moreover, for the more clear evidence of this matter, that prince
1533 Arthur had carnal knowledge of the said lady Katharine his wife, it

appeareth in a certain book of records which we have to show touching
this marriage, that the same time when prince Arthur was first married
with this lady Katharine, daughter to king Ferdinand, certain am-
bassadors of Ferdinand's council were then sent hither into England
for the said purpose, to see and to testify concerning the full consum-
mation of the said matrimonial conjunction ; which councillors here
resident, being solemnly sworn, not only did affirm to both their
parents, that the matrimony was consummated by that act, but also
did send over into Spain, to her father, such demonstrations of their
mutual conjunction as here I will not name, sparing the reverence of
chaste ears. Which demonstrations otherwise, in those records being
named and testified, do sufficiently put the matter out of all doubt
and question.

Besides that, in the same records appeareth that both he and she
not only were of such years as were meet and able to explete the
consummation hereof, but also they were and did lie together both
here and in Wales, by the space of three quarters of a year.1

Three Thus, when the divines on her side were beaten from the ground,
for Squeen then they fell to persuasions of natural reasons, how this should not
rfneha ^ e u nd°ne for three causes. One was, because, if it should be

broken, the only child of the king should be a bastard, which were
a great mischief to the realm. Secondly, the separation should be
cause of great unkindness between her kindred and this realm. And
the third cause was, that the continuance of so long space had made
the marriage honest. These persuasions, with many others, were
set forth by the queen's council, and in especial by the bishop of

bifho1 of I^ocnester, who stood stiff in her cause. But yet God^s precept was
Roches" not answered; wherefore they left that ground, and fell to pleading,
great doer that the court of Rome had dispensed with that marriage. To this
Katha-en s o m e lawyers said, that no earthly person is able to dispense with the
rine. positive law of God, *whereunto2 all things must give place: that

it had not been hard for the legates speedily to have defined this
matter, if they had had the word of God before their eyes, more
than respect of man. But the subtle legates, understanding another
thing lying in this matter, what derogation might ensue hereby to
the court of Rome, and to the blemish of their dignity, if the pope^s
dispensation should not be maintained as forcibly in that, as in any
other case : therefore, with crafty delays, dissimuled the matter, and
tracted the time, and drew off the king with many fair words, but
performing nothing, notwithstanding the king's earnest suit and
request made to them to make a speedy end, and to give some
judgment for the quieting of his conscience. Whatsoever it were,
he would accept it. Yet they, neither following the cause, nor
tendering the king, but only respecting their own gain and glory,

(1) Out of a written book of records, containing certain conferences between the cardinal and
queen Katharine's almoner about this matter, remaining in our custody to be seen.

(2) See Edition 15G3, pp. 458, 459.— ED.
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from month to month protracted the matter to the beginning of Henry
August. Whereupon the king, taking it not well, so to be used at L
their hand, especially in such a matter, being so full of disquietness A. D.
in itself, sent the duke of Norfolk and the duke of Suffolk to the 1 5 3 °
court where the legates were, requiring them to hasten to the final 1 5 3 3

end of the matter (what end soever it were), and to defer it no -
longer.

Now here appeared the false crafty packing of these carnal mer-
chants. I t is the manner and custom of Rome about the beginning
of August, during the space of the dog-days, to have a solemn
vocation, as they call it, in which time neither schools be used, nor
any term kept. Campeius the cardinal therefore, pretending the
order of the court of Rome, whereof he was a member, answered,
that he neither would nor could go against the ordinance of the
court, whereunto he was bound; so that before October he would
proceed no further in the cause. The dukes, hearing the cardinal's
words, and perceiving their pretensed excuses, seeing that by no
ways they would be entreated, burst out in manner of open defiance,
as no great marvel was, insomuch that Charles, duke of Suffolk,
clapping his hand upon the table, and swearing by the mass, said
these words, That as yet there never came legate or cardinal from
Rome that ever did good in England. And so with him all the
temporal lords departed in anger from the cardinals, leaving them to
look one upon another. The king yet notwithstanding, for quietness
of his troubled mind, abiding the cardinal's leisure, was content to
wait their assigned month of October. But before October came,
Campeius the cardinal was called home by letters from the pope,
whereby the matter was left undiscussed, or rather deluded, to verify
the duke of Suffolk's saying, That no cardinal came yet from Rome,
that ever did good in England. The king, seeing himself so deluded,
or rather abused, although justly provoked, yet patiently forbearing,
ceased not his suit, but sent again to Clement the pope, then lying
in Bologna, desiring to have an answer of his case according to right
and justice.

The pope, content to hear the message, but unwilling to satisfy
the request, said he would take a pause till he came to Rome ; where,
after consultation had, he would send an answer agreeing to right
and equity. This done, the king sendeth incontinent to all the
most famous universities abroad, to hear a resolute answer touching
the state and condition of his marriage, whether it could stand by
God's word or no.

To this the universities, to the number of twelve, agreeing in
uniform consent, make answer again in due form of writing to the
king, affirming plainly his marriage, in case as it standeth, both to
be unlawful, and repugnant to the express word of God; and that
no man is able to dispense with the same. In the mean time nothing
yet is heard from Rome. Wherefore the king, assembling his par-
liament the next year following, which was 1531, in the month of
March, sent into the commons' house the lord chancellor, and divers
lords of the spiritualty and temporalty to the number of twelve,
where the lord chancellor, speaking unto the whole house, had these
words in effect as followetli:—
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Henry (You of this worshipful house, I am sure, be not so ignorant, but you know
Viil. w e j | ^ i a ^ t n e king, our sovereign lord, hath married his brother's wife: for she

' j , was both wedded and bedded with his brother prince Arthur; and therefore

V 30 y o u m a y s u r e t y s a v t n a t n e n a t n m a r r i e ( l his brother's wife, if this marriage be
good, as so many clerks do doubt. Wherefore the king, like a virtuous prince,

-troo willing to be satisfied in his conscience, and also for the surety of his realm,
0 hath with great deliberation consulted with great clerks, and hath sent my lord

of London, here present, to the chief universities of all Christendom, to know
their opinion and judgment in that behalf; and although the universities of
Cambridge and Oxford had been sufficient to discuss the cause, yet because
they be in his realm, and to avoid all suspicion of partiality, he hath sent into
the realm of France, Italy, the pope's dominions, and Venetians, to know their
judgment in that behalf, which have concluded, written and sealed their de-
terminations, according as you shall hear read.'

Then sir Bryan Tuke took out of a box twelve writings, sealed
with the determinations of these universities; that is, The deter-
mination of the university of Orleans; of the faculties of decrees of
Paris; of the civilians and canonists of Anjou; of the faculty of
divines of Paris; of the university of Bourges; of the university of
Bologna; of the faculty of divines of Padua; of the university of
Toulouse: besides other universities as well of Germany, as of Ox-
ford and Cambridge. What the tenor and effect of these deter-
minations was, because they are already sufficiently expressed in
the chronicles, and we have many things else in this book to be
comprehended, it shall be sufficient in this behalf to send the
reader to the chronicle of Hall, where they are fully to be seen,
whoso list to read them.*

When the legates heard the opinions of the divines, and saw
whereunto the end of this question would tend, forasmuch as men
began so to dispute of the authority of the court of Rome,1 and
especially because the cardinal of York perceived the king to cast
favour to the lady Anne, whom he knew to be a Lutheran, they
thought best to wind themselves out of that brake betimes ; and so

cardinal 0 & Γ ( ϋ η & 1 Campeius, dissembling the matter, conveyed himself home
Campems F . Ρ ι ι ΓΤΠ ι · ·

siippetu to Kome again, as is partly above touched. 1 ne king, seeing him-
fiomthe s e]f thus to be deferred and deluded by the cardinals, took it to no

little grief; whereupon the fall of the cardinal of York followed not
long after.

The king This was A. D. 1580. Shortly after it happened, the same year,
tontheth that the king by his embassadors was advertised, that the emperor
andPtier a n c ^ ^ e P°P e w e r e ^ o t n together at Bologna. Wherefore he directed
pope. sir Thomas Bullen, lately created earl of Wiltshire, and Dr. Stokes-

ley, afterwards bishop of London, and Dr. Lee, afterwards bishop of
York, with his message to the pope's court, where also the emperor
was. Pope Clement, understanding the king^s case and request, and
fearing what might follow after, if learning and Scripture here should
take place against the authority of their dispensations; and more-
over doubting the emperor's displeasure, bare himself strange off

The from the matter, answering the embassadors with this delay, that he
pope's presently would not define in the case, but would hear the full matter

disputed when he came to Rome, and according to right he would
do justice.

(1) The searching of the king's marriage brought mere things to light,

answer.
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Although the king owed no such service to the pope, to stand to Henry
his arbitrament either in this case, or in any other, having both the . VU11,
Scripture to lead him, and his law in his own hands to warrant him, A. D.
yet, for quietness"* sake, and for that he would not rashly break order 1 5 3°
(which rather was a disorder indeed), he bare so long as conveniently j ^
he might. At length, after long delays and much dissembling, when
he saw no hope of redress, he began somewhat to quicken and to
look about him, what was best both for his own conscience, and the
establishment of his realm to do.

No man here doubteth, but that all this was wrought not by man's
device, but by the secret purpose of the Lord himself, to bring to
pass further things, as afterwards followed, which his divine provi- marveig

dence was disposed to work. For else, as touching the king's intent
and purpose, he never meant nor minded any such thing as to seek ter.
the ruin of the pope, but rather sought all means contrary, how both
to establish the see of Rome, and also to obtain the good will of the
same see and court of Rome, if it might have been gotten. And
therefore, intending to sue his divorce from Rome, at the first be-
ginning, his device was, by Stephen Gardiner his embassador at
Rome, to exalt the cardinal of York, as is before showed, to be made
pope and universal bishop, to the end that he, ruling that apostolic
see, the matter of his unlawful marriage, which so troubled his con-
science, might come to a quiet conclusion, without any further
rumour of the world: which purpose of his, if it had taken effect as
he had devised it, and the English cardinal had once been made
pope, no doubt but the authority of that see had never been exter-
minated out of England. But God, being more merciful unto us, Man pur-
took a better way than so; for both without and contrary to the b tGd
king's expectation, he so brought to pass, that neither the cardinal
of York was pope (which should have been an infinite cost to the
king), and yet nevertheless the king sped of his purpose too, and
that much better than he looked for. For he was rid, by lawful
divorcement, not only from that unlawful marriage which clogged
his conscience, but also from the miserable yoke of the pope's
usurped dominion, which clogged the whole realm; and all at one
time.

Thus God's holy providence ruling the matter, as I said, when the
king could get no favourable grant of the pope touching his cause,
being so good and honest, he was forced to take the redress of his
right into his own hands, and seeing this Gordian knot1 would not
be loosed at Rome, he was driven against his will, as God would, to
play the noble Alexander himself, and with the sword of his princely
authority knapped the knot at one stroke clean asunder, loosing, as it
were, with one solution infinite questions. For where the doctors
and canonists had long disputed, and yet could never thoroughly dis-
cuss the largeness and fulness of the pope's two swords, both temporal
and spiritual, the king, with one sword, did so cut off both his swords
that he dispatched them both clean out of England, as ye shall see
more anon. But first the king, like a prudent prince, before he

(1) Gordium was a city in Asia, where there was a knot so fast tied, and folded so many ways,
that (as the saying was) whosoever could loose it, should have all Asia. So Alexander coming to

: it, when he could not loose it with his hands, he cut it asunder with his sword.
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Henry would come to the head of the sore, thought best to pare away such
— rank flesh and putrefied places as were about it; and therefore, follow-

A.D. jng j ^ s o w n proverb,1 like as one going about to cast down an old
^0 rotten wall will not begin with the foundation first, but with the stones

1533. that lie at the top, so he, to prepare his way better unto the pope,
first began with the cardinal, casting him by the law of ' Prsemunire,''
out of his goods and possessions: and so at length, by poisoning
himself, he procured his own death; which was A.D. 1530.

This done, shortly after, about the year 1582, the king, to provide
betimes against mischiefs that might come from Rome, gave forth
eftsoons this proclamation, touching the abolishing of the pope, and
the establishing of the king's supremacy: the tenor whereof here
followeth.

A Proclamation of the King, that nothing should be purchased from
Rome.

The king's highness straitly chargeth and commandeth, that no manner of
person, what estate, degree, or condition soever he or they be of, do purchase,
or attempt to purchase, from the court of Rome, or elsewhere, or use and put
in execution, divulge or publish any thing heretofore, within this year past
purchased, or to be purchased hereafter, containing matter prejudicial to the

The high authority, jurisdiction, and prerogative royal of this his said realm, or to
pope's au- the let, hinderance, or impeachment of his grace's noble and virtuous intended
excluded purposes in the premises, upon pain of incurring his highness's indignation,
from and imprisonment and further punishment of their bodies for their so doing, at
England, j^g g r a c e ' s pleasure, to the dreadful example of all others.

*I t 2 chanced about the same time, or a little before, that the king,
taking more heart unto him, partly encouraged by the treatise afore
mentioned, called " T h e Supplication of Beggars," which he had
diligently read and perused, and partly provoked by the pride and
stoutness of the clergy, brake off with the cardinal, causing him to be
attainted in the Prsemunire, and afterwards also, to be appre-
hended.*

The After this wras done, the king then, proceeding further, caused the
clergy of r e s t of the spiritual lords to be called by process into the king's bench
inntheIld ^° m a^ e ^e^ r appearance, forasmuch as the whole clergy of England,
praemu- in supporting and maintaining the power legantine of the cardinal,
mre* by the reason thereof were all entangled likewise in the Prsemunire,

and therefore were called into the king's bench to answer. But be-
fore the day of their appearance, the prelates together in their convo-
cation concluded among themselves an humble submission in writing,

The and offered the king for a subsidy or contribution, that he would be
giv?mo- their good lord, and release them of the prsemunire by act of par-
kSg'to1116 lament , first to be gathered in the province of Canterbury a hundred
be reieas- thousand pounds ; and in the province of York, eighteen thousand

eight hundred and forty pounds and ten pence: 3 which offer with
much labour was accepted, and their pardon promised. I n this sub-
mission the clergy called the king supreme head of the church of
England, which thing they never confessed before; whereupon many
things followed, as after (God willing) ye shall hear.

(1) The king's proverb. Look before, Vol. iv. p. 658.
12) See edition 1563, p. 479,—ED. (3) Ex Ed. Hall.
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But first, forasmuch as we are in hand now with the matter, we will, y

borrow by the way a few words of the reader, to speak of this clergy* -
money, of one hundred and eighteen thousand eight hundred and
forty pounds and ten pence, to be levied to the king, as is above
touched. For the levying of this sum an order was taken among the
prelates, that every bishop in his diocese should call before him all
the priests, parsons, and vicars, among whom Dr. Stokesley, bishop
of London, a man then counted to be of some wit and learning, but
of little discretion and humanity (which caused him to be out of the
favour of the common people), called before him all the priests within
the city of London, whether they were curates or stipendaries, the
first day of September, being Friday, in the chapter-house of St.
Paul ; at which day the priests appeared, and the bishop*^ policy was The j>i-
to have only six or eight priests together, and by persuasions to have i£y

Pfor

po

caused them to grant some portion towards the payment of the afore- { ^ ^
said hundred thousand pound. But the number of the priests was money.
so great (for they were six hundred at least, and with them came
many temporal men to hear the matter), that the bishop was dis-
appointed of his purpose; for when the bishop's officers called in cer-
tain priests by name into the chapter-house, with that a great number
entered, for they put aside the bishop's officers that kept the door.

After this the officers got the door shut again. Then the priests
without said, " W e will not be kept without, and our fellows be
within: we know not what the bishop will do with them." The tem-
poral men, being present, comforted and encouraged the priests to
enter, so that by force they opened the door, and one struck the
bishop's officer over the face, and entered the chapter-house, and
many temporal men with them; and long it was ere any silence could
be made. At last, when they were appeased, the bishop stood up and
said,—

' Brethren! I marvel not a little why you be so heady, and know not what The bi-
shall be said to you; therefore I pray you to keep silence, and to hear me shop's
patiently. My friends all, you know well that we be men frail of condition, JESTS'"
and no angels; and by frailty and lack of wisdom we have misdemeaned our- the
selves towards the king our sovereign lord and his laws, so that all we of the J^6®*8

clergy were in the Praemunire; by reason whereof, all our promotions, lands, forfeit,
goods, and chattels, were to him forfeit, and our bodies ready to be imprisoned:
yet his grace, moved with pity and compassion, demanded of us what we could
say, why he should not extend his laws upon us. Then the fathers of the
clergy humbly besought his grace of mercy: to whom he answered, that he was
ever inclined to mercy. Then, for all our great offences we had little penance;
for where he might, by the rigour of his law, have taken all our livelihood, goods,
and chattels, he was contented with one hundred thousand pounds, to be paid
in five years. And although this sum be more than we may easily bear,
yet by the rigour of his laws we should have borne the whole burden. Where-
fore, my brethren! I charitably exhort you to bear your parts of your livelihood
and salary, toward the payment of this sum granted.

Then it was shortly said to the bishop,

' My Lord! twenty nobles a year is but bare living for a priest; for now The
victuals and every thing are so dear, that poverty in a manner enforceth us to P r i e s t s

say nay. Besides that, my lord, we never offended in the Prsemunire : for we fj^ ^.Γ

never meddled with the cardinal's faculties : let the bishops and abbots who shop,
have offended pay.'
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Henry Then the bishop's officers gave to the priests high words, which
• caused them to be the more obstinate. Also divers temporal men

who were present comforted the priests, and bade them agree to no
payment. In this rumour divers of the bishop's servants were buf-

1533. feted and stricken, so that the bishop began to be afraid, and with
fair words appeased the noise; and for all things which were done or
said there he pardoned them, and gave to them his blessing, and
prayed them to depart in charity. Then they departed, thinking to
hear no more of the matter, but they were deceived; for the bishop
went to sir Thomas More, then being lord chancellor (who greatly
favoured the bishop and the clergy) and to him made a grievous

Certain complaint, and declared the fact very grievously. Whereupon com-
^ | s t s mandraent was sent to sir Thomas Pargitor, mayor of the city, to
others attach certain priests and temporal men : and so fifteen priests, and
commit- n , 1 - i P i ι

ted to nve temporal men were arrested; of whom some were sent to the
prison. t o w e r ^ s o m e to the Fleet and other prisons, where they remained long-

after.
preach- This being done A.D. 1532, it followeth moreover the same year,
against that divers preachings were in the realm, one contrary to another,
firstkmar's concerning the king's marriage; and in especial one Thomas Abel,
riage. clerk, who was the queen's chaplain, to please her withal, both

preached, and also wrote a book, in defence of the said marriage ;
whereby divers simple men were persuaded. Wherefore the king
caused to be compiled and reduced into a book the determination of
the universities, with the judgments of great clerks; which book, being
printed and set abroad, did again satisfy all indifferent and reasonable
persons, who were not too much wedded to their wills.

Mention was made a little before, of a parliament begun the 15th
day of January, A.D. 1538, in which parliament the commons had
put up a supplication, complaining of the strait dealing of the clergy
in their proceeding " e x officio."1 This complaint, although at first
it seemed not to be greatly tendered of the king, yet in prorogation
of the parliament the time so wrought withal, that the king, having
more clear understanding of the abuses and enormities of the clergy,
and, in especial, of the corrupt authority of the see of Rome, provided
certain acts against the same.

Certain Acts provided concerning the Pope's Laws.

First, as concerning the laws, decrees, ordinances and constitutions made and
established by the pretensed authority of the bishops of Rome, to the advance-
ment of their worldly glory, that whoso did or spake any thing either against
their usurped power, or against the said laws, decrees, or constitutions of theirs,
not approved nor grounded upon holy Scripture, or else being repugnant to the
king's prerogative royal, should therefore stand in no danger, nor be impeach-
able of heresy. And likewise touching such constitutions, ordinances, and canons
provincial or synodal, which were made in this realm in the convocation of
bishops, being either prejudicial to the king's prerogative, or not ratified before
by the king's assent, or being otherwise onerous to the king and his subjects,
or in any wise repugnant to the laws and statutes of this realm, they were com-
mitted to the examination and judgment of thirty-two persons chosen by the
king out of the higher and lower house, to be determined either to stand in
strength, or to be abrogated at their discretions: and further, that all the clergy
of this realm, submitting themselves to the king, should and did promise ' in

(1) Thus was the wicked act Ex Officio broken by the king. Stat. Ann.-25 reg. Hen. VIII.



AGAINST THE POPE^S EXACTIONS. 69

verbo sacerdotii,' never hereafter to presume to assemble in their convocations Henry
without the king's writ, or to enact or execute such constitutions without his VI11·
royal assent, &C.1 ~~Δ~~Π~~

F u r t h e r , i n t h e same p a r l i a m e n t was e n a c t e d a n d decreed, t h a t i n causes a n d , J<*»'
matters happening in contention, no person should appeal, provoke, or sue out Ι-
οί the king's dominions to the court of Rome,2 under pain of provisors, provision,
or prasmunire.

Item, In the same parliament was defined and concluded, that all exportation
of annates and first-fruits of archbishoprics and bishoprics out of this realm to
the see of Rome, for any bulls, breves or palls, or expedition of any such thing,
should utterly cease.

Also, for the investing of archbishops, bishops, or others of any ecclesiastical Manner
dignity, such order in the said parliament was taken that the king should send of in-
a license under the g r̂eat seal, with a letter missive to the prior and convent, or ]ZSiheS

to the dean and chapter of those cathedral churches where the see was vacant, king.
by virtue of which license or letters missive, they, within twelve days, should
choose the said person nominated by the king, and no other; and that election
to stand effectual to all intents: which election being done, then the party
elect to make first his oath and fealty to the king, if it were a bishop that was
elected; then the king, by his letters patent, to signify the said election to the
archbishop of that province, and two other bishops, or else to four bishops within
this realm to be assigned to that office, without any other suing, procuring, or
obtaining any bulls, breves, or other things from the see of Rome.

Moreover, against all other whatsoever intolerable exactions and great sums peter-
of money used to be paid out of this realm to the bishop of Rome, in pensions, pence
censures, Peter-pence, procurations, fruits, suits for provisions, and expeditions fJUJJ
of bulls for archbishops and bishops, for delegacies and rescripts in causes of Rome,
contentions and appeals, jurisdictions legative; also for dispensations, licenses,
faculties, grants, relaxations, writs called { perinde valere,' rehabilitations, abo-
litions, canonizations, and other infinite sorts of bulls, breves, and instruments
of sundry natures, the number whereof were tedious particularly to be recited:
in the said parliament it was ordained, that all such uncharitable usurpations,
exactions, pensions, censures, portions, and Peter-pence, wont to be paid to the
see of Rome, should utterly surcease, and never more be levied: so that the
king, with his honourable council, should have power and authority from time
to time, for the ordering, redress, and reformation of all manner of indulgences,
privileges, &c, within this realm.

Peter-
pence.

Here is to be noted by the way, as touching these Peter-pence origin of

aforesaid, that the same were first brought in and imposed by king ~

Ina, about A.D. 7£0, which Ina, king of the West-Saxons, caused

through all his dominion, in every house having a chimney, a penny

to be collected and paid to the bishop of Rome in the name of

St. Peter; and thereof were they called Peter-pence.3 The same

likewise did Offa king of Mercians after him, about A.D. 794. And

these Peter-pence ever since, or for the most part, have used of a

long custom to be gathered and summoned by the pope^s collectors

here in England, from the time of Ina aforesaid, to this present

parliament, A.D. 1533.

Finally, by the authority of the parliament it was consulted and

considered concerning the legality of the lawful succession unto the

crown, in ratifying and enabling the heirs of the king^s body, and

queen Anne. In the which parliament, moreover, the degrees of

marriage plainly and clearly were explained and set forth, such as be

expressly prohibited by God's laws, as in this table may appear.

(1) Ex Stat. Hen. VIII.
: (2) ' No man to appeal to Rome.' Bonner, in his Prologue before ' De vera obedientia,' saitb,

that this ravenous prey of the pope cometh to as much almost as the king's revenues.
(3) Vide supra.
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VIIL A Table of Degrees prohibited, by God's Law, to marry.1

A. D. The son not to marry the mother, nor step-mother.
1533, The brother not to marry the sister.

The father not to marry his son's daughter, nor his daughter's daughter.
The son not to marry his father's daughter, gotten by his step-mother.
The son not to marry his aunt, being either his father's or his mother's sister.
The son not to marry his uncle's wife.
The father not to marry his son's wife.
The brother not to marry his brother's wife.
No man to marry his wife's daughter.
No man to marry his wife's son's daughter.
No man to marry his wife's daughter's daughter.
No man to marry his wife's sister.
All these degrees be prohibited by the Scripture.

separa- All these things thus being defined and determined in this afore-
tweenthe said parliament, and it also being in the same parliament concluded,
ihefadf t n a t n o m a n 5 °f w n a t e s t a t e5 degree, or condition soever, hath any
Katha- power to dispense with God's laws, it was therefore, by the authority
aĉ of*7 aforesaid, agreeing with the authority of God's word, assented that
went the marriage aforetime solemnized between the king and the lady

Katharine, being before wife to prince Arthur the king's brother,
and carnally known by him (as is above proved), should be abso-
lutely deemed and adjudged to be unlawful and against the law of
God, and also reputed and taken to be of no value or effect; and
that the separation thereof by Thomas Cranmer, archbishop of Can-
terbury, should stand good and effectual to all intents ; and also

The mar- that the lawful matrimony between the king and the lady Anne his
wtththe wife, should be established, approved, and ratified for good and
qie?nnd consonant to the laws of Almighty God. And further, also, for the

e s t a bl i s n m g of this king's lawful succession, it was fully by the said
parliament adjudged, that the inheritance of the crown should remain

ment> to the heirs of their two bodies, that is, of the king, and queen Anne
his wife.

Their During the time of this parliament, before the marriage of queen
heirs. Anne, there was one Temse in the common-house, who moved the

commons to sue to the king to take the queen again into his com-
pany ; declaring certain great mischiefs like to ensue thereof, as in
bastardizing the lady Mary, the king's only child, and divers other
inconveniences. This being reported to the king's ears, he sent im-
mediately to sir Thomas Audley, speaker then of the parliament,

The expressing unto him, amongst other matters, that he marvelled much
words to why one of the parliament did so openly speak of the absence of the
thedley °i l i e e n from h i m '-> which matter was not to be determined there, for
speaker, it touched (said he) his soul; and he wished the matrimony were good,

for then had he never been so vexed in conscience. But the doc-
tors of universities (said he) have determined the marriage to be
void, and detestable before God ; which grudge of conscience (he
said) caused him to abstain from her company, and no foolish or
wanton appetite. " For I am," said he, " forty-one years old, at
which age the lust of man is not so quick as it is in youth. And,
saving in Spain and Portugal, it hath not been seen, that one man

(1) Stat. an. 25. Reg. Hen.
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liath married two sisters, the one being carnally known before: but Henry
the brother to marry the brother's wife, was so abhorred amongst all -
nations, that I never heard that any Christian so did, but myself. γ^~^'
Wherefore you see my conscience troubled, and so I pray you '-
report." And so the speaker, departing, declared to the commons
the king's saying.

* I t x was touched, a little before, how that the pope had lost great
part of his authority and jurisdiction in this realm of England ; now
it followeth to infer, how, and by what occasion, his whole power and
authority began utterly to be abolished, by the reason and occasion
of the most virtuous and noble lady, Anne Bullen, who was not as
yet married to the king, howbeit in great favour : by whose godly
means and most virtuous counsel the king's mind was daily inclined
better and better.* Insomuch that, not long after, the king, belike The
perceiving the, minds of the clergy not much favouring his cause, sent ^"r|'s

s

 t 0

for the speaker again, and twelve of the common-house, having with ^f^f'
him eight lords, and said to them, " Well-beloved subjects ! we had mons.
thought the clergy of our realm had been our subjects wholly, but now
we have well perceived that they be but half our subjects, yea and
scarce our subjects. For all the prelates at their consecration make Spiritual
an oath to the pope, clean contrary to the oath that they make unto Sepop?»
us, so that they seem to be his subjects, and not ours." And so the tharfthe
king, delivering to them the copy of both the oaths, required them to kin&'s·
invent some order that he might not thus be deluded of his spiritual
subjects. The speaker thus departed, and caused the oaths to be
read in the common-house, the very tenor whereof here ensueth.

The Oath of the Clergy to the Pope.

I, John, bishop or abbot of Α., from this hour forward shall be faithful and obe-
dient to St. Peter, and to the holy church of Rome, and to my lord the pope and
his successors canonically entering. I shall not be of counsel or consent, that they
shall lose either life or member, or shall be taken or suffer any violence, or any
wrong by any means. Their counsel to me credited by them, their messengers
or letters, I shall not willingly discover to any person. The papacy of Rome,
the rules of the holy fathers, and regalities of St. Peter, I shall help and retain,
and defend against all men. The legate of the see apostolic, going and coming,
I shall honourably entreat. The rights, honours, privileges, and authorities of
the church of Rome, and of the pope and his successors, I shall cause to be con-
served, defended, augmented, and promoted; I shall not be in counsel, treaty,
or any act, in which any thing shall be imagined against him or the church of
Rome, their rights, estates, honours, or powers: and if I know any such to be
moved or compassed, I shall resist it to my power; and as soon as I can, I
shall advertise him, or such as may give him knowledge. The rules of the
holy fathers, the decrees, ordinances, sentences, dispositions, reservations, pro-
visions, and commandments apostolic, to my power I shall keep and cause to be
kept of others. Heretics, schismatics, and rebels to our holy father and his
successors, I shall resist and persecute to my power, I shall come to the synod
when I am called, except I be letted by a canonical impediment. The lights2 of
the apostles I shall visit personally, or by my deputy. I shall not alienate or sell
my possessions without the pope's council. So God me help, and the holy
evangelists.

This oath of the clergymen, which they were wont to make to the P°pe
bishop of Rome (now pope Quondam), was abolished and made void dam.

(1) See edition 1563, p. 508.—ED.
(2) More probably, ' Limina Apcstolorum,' the thresholds of the apostles.—ED.
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Henry by statute, and a new oath ministered and confirmed for tlie same,
_1_ wherein they acknowledged the king to be the supreme head, under

A. D. Christ, in this church of England, as by tenor thereof may appear
* 5 3 3 hereunder ensuing.

The Oath of the Clergy to the King.

I, John B., of Α., utterly renounce, and clearly forsake, all such clauses,
words, sentences, and grants, which I have or shall have hereafter of the pope's
holiness, of and for the bishopric of Α., that in anywise have been, are, or
hereafter may be, hurtful or prejudicial to your highness, your heirs, successors,
dignity, privilege or estate royal: and also I do swear that I shall be faithful
and true, and faith and truth I shall bear, to you my sovereign lord, and to your
heirs kings of the same, of life and limb, and earthly worship above all crea-
tures, to live and die with you and yours against all people : and diligently I
shall be attendant to all your needs and business, after my wit and power; and
your counsel I shall keep and hold, acknowledging myself to hold my bishopric
of you only, beseeching you of restitution of the temporalties of the same ; pro-
mising (as before) that I shall be a faithful, true, and obedient subject unto your
said highness, heirs, and successors during my life : and the services and other
things due to your highness, for the restitution of the temporalties of the same
bishopric, I shall truly do, and obediently perform. So God me help and all
saints.

These oaths thus being recited and opened to the people, were the
occasion that the pope lost all his interest and jurisdiction here in
England within a short while after. Upon the occasion and reason
whereof, the matter falling out more and more against the pope, sir
Thomas More, of whom mention is made before, being a great main-
tainer of the pope, and a heavy troubler of Christ's people, and now
not liking well of this oath, by God^s good work was enforced to
resign up his chancellorship, and to deliver up the great seal of

Audiey England into the king's hands. After whom succeeded sir Thomas
Siaicei- Audiey, keeper of the great seal, a man in eloquence and gifts
lor· of tongue no less incomparable, than also for his godly-disposed mind ;

and for his favourable inclination to Christ's religion, worthy of much
commendation.

The mar- These things being done in the parliament, the king, within short
queen° time after, proceeded to the marriage of the aforesaid lady Anne
Anne. Bullen, mother to our most noble queen now, who, without all contro-

versy, was a special comforter and aider of all the professors of
Her great Christ's gospel, as well of the learned as the unlearned ; her life being
* l m s ' also directed according to the same, as her weekly alms did manifestly

declare; who, besides the ordinary of a hundred crowns, and other
apparel that she gave weekly, a year before she was crowned, both to
men and women, gave also wonderfully much privy alms to widows
and other poor householders, continually, till she was apprehended;
and she ever gave three or four pounds at a time to the poor people,
to buy them kine withal, and sent her subalmoner to the towns about
where she lay, that the parishioners should make a bill of all the poor
householders in their parish; and some towns received seven, eight,
or ten pounds to buy kine withal, according as the number of the
poor in the towns were. She also maintained many learned men at
Cambridge. Likewise did the earl of Wiltshire her father, and the
lord Rochford her brother, and by them these men were brought in
favour with the king; of whom some are yet alive, and can testify



HER CORONATION. 63

the same; would to God that they were now as great professors of Henry
the gospel of Christ, as then they appeared to be; who were Dr.
Heath and Dr. Thirlby; with whom was joined the lord Paget, who, A.D.
at that present, was an earnest protestant, and gave unto one Raynold 1 5 3 3

W t L t h ' b k d h b k f h G Fi
p , e a r s t protestant, and gave unto one Raynold

West, Luther's books, and other books of the Germans, as Francis, *Jeath,
Lambert. c De Sectis ;' and at that time he read Melancthon's Rhe- Paget.y'
toric openly in Trinity-hall, in Cambridge, and was with his Master Pa(Tet

Gardiner, a maintainer of Dr. Barnes, and all the protestants that a main-
were then in Cambridge, and helped many religious persons out of Barnes!*
their cowls.

It hath been reported unto us by divers credible persons who were
about this queen, and daily acquainted with her doings, concerning
her liberal and bountiful distribution to the poor, how her grace
carried ever about her a certain little purse, out of which she was wont
daily to scatter abroad some alms to the needy, thinking no day well
spent wherein some man had not fared the better by some benefit at
her hands. And this I write by the relation of certain noble person-
ages who were the chief and principal of her waiting maids about
her, specially the duchess of Richmond by name.

Also concerning the order of her ladies and gentlewomen about
her, one that was her silkwoman, a gentlewoman1 not now alive, but
of great credit, and also of fame for her worthy doings, did credibly
report, that in all her time she never saw better order among the T h e g o o d

ladies and gentlewomen of the court, than was in this good queers ^β£0°*Γ

days, who kept her maids and such as were about her so occupied in m her
sowing and working of shirts and smocks for the poor, that neither time*
was there seen any idleness then among them, nor any leisure to follow
such pastimes as daily are seen now-a-days to reign in princes' courts.

Thus the king, being divorced from the lady dowager his brother's The king
wife, married this gracious lady, making a prosperous and happy f^Siiy
change for us, being divorced from the aforesaid princess, and also Jj^and
from the pope, both at one time. Notwithstanding, as good and from the
godly purposes are never without some incommodity or trouble fol- at one°th

lowing, so it happened in this divorcement, that the said princess,time-
procuring from Rome the pope's curse, caused both the king and the
realm to be interdicted, whereof more is hereafter to be spoken.

In the mean time queen Anne, shortly after her marriage, being Queen
great with child, the next year following, which was 1533, after the crowned;
first divorcement publicly proclaimed, was crowned with high solem- ^ ^ ^
nity at Westminster; and not long after her coronation, the seventh
day of September, she was brought to bed, and delivered of a fair
lady ; for whose good deliverance c Te Deum' was sung in all places,
and great preparation made for the christening.

The mayor and his brethren, with forty of the chief citizens, were
commanded to be present, with all the nobles and gentlemen. The
king's palace, and all the walls between that and the Friars, were
hanged with arras, as was the Friars' church. Also the font was of
silver, and stood in the midst of the church, three steps high, which
was covered with a fine cloth, and divers gentlemen, with aprons and
towels about their necks, gave attendance about it. Over the font
hung a fair canopy of crimson satin, fringed with gold. About it

(1) The name of this gentlewoman was M. Wilkinson.


