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ACTS AND MONUMENTS.

CONTINUATION OF BOOK V.

CONTAINING

THE LAST THREE HUNDRED YEARS FROM THE LOOSING OUT
OF SATAN.

RICHARD T H E SECOND.

AFTER king Edward III. succeeded his son's son, Richard II., Richard
being yet but young, of the age of eleven years; who, in the same IL

year of his [grandjfather's decease, with great pomp and solemnity was Α · β ·
crowned at Westminster, A.D.1377 : who, following his [grandjfather's
steps, was no great disfavourer of the way and doctrine of Wickliff:
albeit at the first beginning, partly through the iniquity of time,
and partly through the popê s letters, he could not do that he would.
Notwithstanding, something he did in that behalf; more perhaps
than in the end he had thank for of the papists, as more (by the
grace of Christ) shall appear. But as times do change, so ehangeth
commonly the cause and state of men. The bishops now seeing the The
aged king to be taken away, during the time of whose old age all the £ £
government of the realm depended upon the duke of Lancaster ; and Jje®
now the said bishops again seeing the said duke, with the lord Percy,
the lord marshal, to give over their offices, and to remain in their
private houses without intermeddling, thought now the time to serve
them to have some vantage against John Wickliff; who hitherto,
under the protection of the aforesaid duke and lord marshal, had some
rest and quiet.

Concerning the story of which Wickliff, I trust, gentle reader, it
is not out of thy memory what went before (vol. ii. p. 801), how he
being brought before the bishops, by the means of the duke and
lord Henry Percy the council was interrupted and brake up before
nine of the clock, by reason whereof Wickliff at that time escaped,

(1) Latin Edition 1559, p. 8. Ed. 1563, p. 89. Ed. 1570, p. 529. Ed. 1576, p. 425. Ed. 1583,
ρ 430. Ed. 1596, p. 39G. Ed. 1684, vol. i. p . 490.—ED.
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4· JOHN WICKLIFF S FIRST ARTICLES.

Richard without any further trouble. Who notwithstanding being by the
' bishops forbid to deal in that doctrine any more, continued yet with

A.D. his fellows1 going barefoot and in long frieze gowns, preaching dili-
1 3 ^ · gently unto the people. Out of whose sermons these articles most

chiefly at that time were collected.

Articles collected out of Wield iff's Sermons.

The first That the holy eucharist, after the consecration, is not the very body of Christ,
coneS'ed but figurally.
out of That the church of Rome^is not the head of all churches more than any other
Wickiiff's church is ; nor that Peter had any more *power given of Christ than any other
sermons. ,, , ', J r ° J

apostle had.
Item, That the pope of Rome hath no more in the keys of the church, than

hath any other within the order of priesthood.
Item, If God be, the lords temporal may lawfully and meritoriously take

away their temporalties from the churchmen offending "habitualiter."
Item, If any temporal lord do know the church so offending, he is bound,

under pain of damnation, to take the temporalties from the same.
Item, That the gospel is a rule sufficient of itself to rule the life of every

Christian man here, without any other rule.
Item, That all other rules, under whose observances divers religious persons

be governed, do add no more perfection to the gospel, than doth the white
colour to the wall.

Item, That neither the pope, nor any other prelate of the church, ought to
have prisons wherein to punish transgressors.

His con- Beside these articles, divers other conclusions afterward were
condemn- gathered out of his writings and preachings by the bishops of Eng-
cardLais ^an^9 which they sent diligently to pope Gregory X I . at Rome;
at Rome, where the said articles being read and perused, were condemned for

heretical and erroneous by twenty-three cardinals.
In the mean time the archbishop of Canterbury, sending forth his

citations, as is aforesaid, called before him the said John Wickiiff, in
bishop of t n e P r e s e n c e °f the duke of Lancaster and lord Percy; who, upon
canter- the declaration of the pope's letters made, bound him to silence, for-

u r y" bidding him to treat any more of those matters. But then, through
the disturbance of the bishop of London, and the duke, and lord
Percy, that matter was soon despatched, as hath been above
recorded. And all this was done in the days and last year of king
Edward I I I . and pope Gregory X L

wickiiff *3Wickliff, albeit he was forced by the bishops and prelates to
mSided keep silence, yet could not so be suppressed, but that through the
s?ience vehemency of the truth he burst out afterwards much more fiercely.
bishoe

s ^Οΐ Wickiiff, having obtained and gotten the goodwill and favour
of certain noblemen, attempted again to stir up his doctrine amongst
the common people.' -Then began the Pharisees again to swarm
and gather together, withj marvellous tragedies striving against the
light of the gospel, which began to shine abroad ; neither was the
pope himself behind with his part, for he never ceased with his
bulls and letters to stir up them, who otherwise, of their own
accord, were but too furious and mad.*

A.D.1377. Accordingly, that same year, which was the year of our Lord 1377,
Edmund , . ,, Ρ γ ρ λ Ί V>· ι J τ τ χΐ *J r<
Stafford being the first year of king Kichard I I . , the said pope Gregory,
brings
the pope's
bull. 0) See the Appendix.—ED. (2) Edition of 1563, p. 90, and Latin Ed. p. 7 — E D .



FIVE BULLS OF THE POPE AGAINST WICKLIFF. 5

taking his time, after the death of king Edward sendeth his bull by Richard

the hands and means (peradventure) of one master Edmund Stafford, H'

directed unto the university of Oxford, rebuking them sharply, A.D.

imperiously, and like a pope, for suffering so long the doctrine of 1 3 7 7 >

John WicklifF to take root, and not plucking it up with the crooked

sickle of their catholic doctrine. Which bull when it came to be The mas-

exhibited unto their hands by the pope's messenger aforesaid, the o3ord

proctors and masters of the university, ioining together in consulta- d o u b t

Ι· ι ι · ι i-i. J VL χ· ΊΛ ?L ι "L .1 whether
tion, stood long in doubt, deliberating with themselves whether to to receive

receive the pope's bull with honour, or to refuse and reject it with i£ r eJe c t

shame.

I cannot here but laugh in my mind to behold the authors of this

story whom I follow; what exclamations, what wonderings and marvels

they make at these Oxford men, for so doubting at a matter so plain,

so manifest of itself (as they say), whether the pope's bull sent to

them from Rome was to be received or not; which thing to our

monkish writers seemed then such a prodigious wonder, that they

with blushing cheeks are fain to cut off the matter in the midst with

silence.

The copy of this wild bull, sent to them from the pope, was th i s : l

Gregory the Bishop, the Servant of God's Servants, to his well-beloved Sons,
the Chancellor and University of Oxford, in the Diocese of Lincoln, Greeting
and Apostolical Benediction.

We are constrained both to marvel and lament, that you, who—considering The
the favours and privileges granted to your university of Oxford by the v°vff „

i τ J i l l /· *ι ο · ,ι · τ ι «madbull

apostolic see, and your knowledge of the Scriptures, the wide ocean whereof s e n t to
(through the favour of the Lord) you so successfully explore—ought to be Oxford,
champions and defenders of the orthodox faith (without which there is no
salvation of souls), through negligence and sloth on your part allow cockle to
spring among the pure wheat in the field of your glorious university aforesaid,
and (what is worse) to grow up; and take no means (as we were lately in-
formed) for rooting out of the same ; to the great blemishing of your fair name,
the peril of your souls, the contempt of the Roman church, and the decay of
the orthodox faith. And (what grieveth us still more bitterly) the increase of
the said cockle is perceived and felt in Rome before it is in England, where
(however) the means of extirpating it ought to be applied. It hath, in truth, The pope
been intimated to us by many trust-worthy persons (who are much grieved on C0Tn-
the subject), that one John WicklifF, rector of Lutterworth, in the diocese of J f ^ n 1

Lincoln, professor of divinity (would that he were not rather a master of errors), Wkkliff.
hath gone to such a pitch of detestable folly, that he feareth not to teach, and
publicly preach, or rather to vomit out of the filthy dungeon of his breast,
certain erroneous and false propositions and conclusions, savouring even of
heretical pravity, tending to weaken and overthrow the status of the whole
church, and even the secular government. Some of these, with a change only
in certain of the terms, seem to be identical with the perverse opinions and
unlearned doctrine of Marsilius de Padua and John de Ghent of cursed memory,
whose book was reprobated and condemned by our predecessor of happy
memory, pope John XXII. These opinions, I say, he is circulating in the
realm of England, so glorious for power and abundance of wealth, but still more
so for the shining purity of its faith, and wont to produce men illustrious for
their clear and sound knowledge of the scriptures, ripe in gravity of manners,
conspicuous for devotion, and bold defenders of the catholic faith; and some
of Christ's flock he hath been defiling therewith, and misleading from the
straight path of the sincere faith into the pit of perdition. Wherefore, being
(as in duty bound) unwilling to connive at so deadly a pest, for which if not at

(1) A new translation from the Latin in Walsingham, p. 200.—ED.
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Richard once checked, yea, plucked up hy the roots, it would be too late to apply
H- a remedy when it had infected multitudes—we strictly charge and command

A.D. y o u r university by our apostolic letters, in virtue of your holy obedience, and
1377*. o n Pa^n °f forfeiting all the graces, indulgences, and privileges, ever granted

to you and your society by the said see, that you never again permit conclu-
sions and propositions to be asserted or propounded which bear unfavourably
on good works and faith, yea, though the proposers of them may strive to
defend them under some curious disguise of words or terms; and that by our

Here the authority you seize or cause to be seized the said John, and send him under
WrikbhU t r u s t v keeping to our venerable brethren the archbishop of Canterbury and the
s n e ' bishop of London, or either of them: and moreover that any recusants in the

said university, subject to your jurisdiction (if such there be, which God forbid !)
who may be infected with these errors, if they obstinately persist in them, that
you do (as in duty bound) firmly and anxiously proceed to a like or other
seizure and transmission of them, so that you may supply your lack of diligence,
which hath been hitherto remiss as touching the premises, and may obtain beside
the reward of the divine recompense, the favour and goodwill also of us and the
see aforesaid. Given at St. Mary's the Greater, Rome, xi Cal. of June, and
the seventh year of our pontificate. [May 22d, A.D. 1377.]

Beside this bull sent to the university of Oxford, the said pope
Gregory directed, moreover, his letters the same time to the arch-
bishop of Canterbury, Simon Sudbury, and to the bishop of London,
named William Courtney, with the conclusions of John Wicldiff
therein enclosed, commanding them, by virtue of those his letters

Here is apostolical, and straitly enjoining them, to cause the said John
Ingfbut1" Wickliff to be apprehended, and cast in prison*1

no teach-
i n g ' (1) The following is the letter to which Foxe refers, taken from Walsingham, p. 202, and Wil-

kins's Concilia, torn. iii. p. 116, ex Reg. Sudbury, fol. 45. b.—ED.
Gregorius episcopus, servus servorum Dei, venerabilibus fratribus, archiepiscopo Cantuariensi

et episcopo Londoniensi, salutem et apostolicam benedictionem. Regnum Angliae, gloriosum
nempe potentia et abundantia facultatum, sed gloriosius pietate fidei, et sacrae paginae claritate
coruscum, consuevit viros producere divinarum scripturarum recta scientia praeditos, maturitate
graves, devotione preeclaros, et pugilee fidei orthodoxae, qui non solum proprios sed alienos
populos documentis instruebant verissimis, et in mandatorum. Domini semitam dirigebant: et,
sicut ex effectu contingentium temporis antiqui colligitur, dicti regni praesules in specula solici-
tudinis positi, proprias excubias exercentes solicite, non permittebant aliquid oriri erroneum quod
posset inficere oves suas; sed si oriretur zizania ex inimici hominis inspersione, illam protinus
evellebant; crescebatque assidue purum triticum in dominicum horreum inferendum. Sed
(proh dolor) nunc apparet, quod in ipso regno, officio vigiles negligentia vero desides, non circueunt
civitatem, dum hostes ingrediuntur in earn, animarum thesaurum preciocissimum praedaturi.
Quorum latentes ingressus et patentee aggressus prius sentiuntur in Romae, intercapedine longa
remota, quam eis in Anglia resistatur. Sane plurium fide dignorum significatione admodum
dolenter audivimus, quod Johannes Wyckliff, rector Ecclesiae de Lutterworth Lincolniensis dioec.
sacrae paginae Professor, utinam non magister errorum, in illam detestabilem vesaniam dicitur
temere prorupisse, quod nonnullas propositiones et conclusiones erroneas et falsas, in fide male
sonantes, quae statum totius Ecclesiae subvertere et enervare conantur, quarumque aliquae, licet
aliquibus mutatis terminis, sentire videntur perversas opiniones et doctrinam indoctam damnatae
memoriae Marsilii de Padua et Johannis de Ganduno, quorum liber per faelicis recordationis
Johannem Papam XXII. praedecessorem nostrum reprobatus extitit et damnatus, non veretur in
praefato regno asserere, dogmatizare, et publice prsedicare, nonnullos Christi fideles eis maligne
inficiens, ac a fide catholica (sine qua non est salus) faciens deviare : de quibus sic subortis, et non
extirpatis, seu saltern eis nulla facta resistentia, quam sciamus, sed transactis seu toleratis conni-
ventibus oculis, vos aliquique praesules Angliee, cum debeatis esse columnae Ecclesiae dictaeque
fidei defensores attenti, sub quadam conniventia, tarn negligenter transeundo, non immerito
debetis rubore perfundi, verecundari, et in propriis conscientiis remorderi. Quare cum tarn
perniciosum malum, quod non praecisum seu radicitus extirpatum serpere posset in plurimos in
animabus eorum (quod absit) lethali contagione necandos, nolumus (sicut nee debemus) sub dissi-
mulatione transire, fraternitati vestrae per Apostolica scripta committimus et mandamus, quatenus
receptis praesentibus vos vel alter vestrum de dictarum propositionum et conclusionum assertione,
quarum copiam vobis mittimus sub Bulla nostra incmsam, vos secrete informantes, si inveniretis
ita esse, praefatum Johannem faciatis authoritate nostra capi, et carceribus mancipari, ejusque
confessionem super eisdem propositionibus seu conclusionibus recipere studeatis; ac ipsam con-
fessionem, et qusecunque dictus Johannes dixerit seu scripserit super earundem propositionum et
conclusionum inductione ac probatione, et quicquid feceritis in praemissis, sub vestris sigillis
clausa et nemini revelata, nobis per fidelem nuncium transmissuri, eundemque Johannem sub
fideli custodia teneatis in vinculis, donee a nobis super hoc aliud receperitis in mandatis: Contra-
dictores per censuram ecclesiasticam, appellatione postposita, compescendo; invocato ad hoc, si
opus fuerit, auxilio brachii secularis. Non obstantibus felicis recordationis Bonifacii Papae VIII.
praedecessoris nostri constitutionibus, in quibus cavetur ne aliquis extra suam civitatem vel dioec.,
nisi in certis exceptis casibus, et in illis ultra unam dietam a fine suae dioec. ad judicium evocetur;
seu ne judices a sede apostolica deputati aliquos ultra unam dietam a fine suae dicec. evocare
praesumant; ac de duabus dietis in concilio generali; ac exemptionibus, et aliis privilegiis, consti-
tutionibus, et literis apostolicis Praedicatorum, Minorum, et Heremitarum Sancti Augustini, et



FIVE BULLS OF THE POPE AGAINST WICKLIFF. 7

Besides this bill or bull of the pope, sent unto the archbishop of Richard
Canterbury and to the bishop of London, bearing the date, eleventh IL

Kalend. Jun. and the seventh year of the reign of the pope; I find, A.D,
moreover, in the said story, two other letters1 of the pope concerning 1377

the same matter, but differing in form, sent unto the same bishops,
and all bearing the same date, both of the day, year, and month of
the reign of the said pope Gregory; the2 one directing that in case
Wickliff could not be found, he should be warned by public citation
to appear before the pope at Rome within three months; the other
exhorting the said bishops that the king and the nobles of England

Sanctae Marias de monte Carmeli, et aliis quibuscunque mendicantium, vel aliis ordinibus et locis,
aut specialibus personis, seu capitulis et conventibus ipsorum generalibus vel specialibus,
quorumcunque tenorum existant; necnon statutis et consuetudinibus eorundem ordinum et
locorura contrariis, per quse effectus praesentium impediri valeat quomodolibet vel differri, etiamsi
de eis eorumque totis tenoribus ac de verbo ad verbum plena et expressa mentio in nostris literis
sit habenda; seu si Johanni prasdicto vel quibusvis aliis communiter vel divisim a dicta sede sit
indultum, quod personaliter capi, aut quod interdici, suspendi, vel excommunicari non possint
per literas Apostolicas, non facientes plenam et expressam, ac de verbo ad verbum, de indulto
hujusmodi mentionem. Dat. Romas apud S. Mariam majorem xi. Cal. Junii, Anno 27.

(1) The following are the two letters to which Foxe alludes, taken from Wilkins's Concilia, torn,
iii. pp. 117, 118, corrected in several instances from the copies in Walsingham, p. 201.—ED.

AUCB liter ce apostolicce ad citandum eum ad comparendum corani domino papa. Ex Reg.
Sudbury, fol. 45, b.—" Gregorius episcopus, servus servorum Dei, venerabilibus fratribus, archi-
episcopo Cantuariensi et episcopo Londonensi, salutem et apostolicam benedictionem. Nuper
per nos, non sine gravi cordis turbatione, ex plurium fide dignorum significatione percepto, quod
Johannes Wycliff, rector ecclesiae de Lutterworth, Lincolniensis dicecesis, sacrae paginae professor,
utinam non magister errorum, in earn detestabilem vesaniam temere proruperat, quod nonnullas
propositiones et conclusiones erroneas ac falsas, et male in fide sonantes, quae statum totius eccle-
siae subvertere et enervare nituntur, quarumque aliquae, licet quibusdam mutatis terminis, imttari
videbantur perversas opiniones et doctrinam indoctam damnatae memoriae Marsilii de Padua et
Johannis de Ganduna [Gandavo, Wals.] quorum liber per felicis recordationis Johannem papam
XXII. praedecessorem nostrum reprobatus extitit et damnatus, non verebatur in regno Anglise
asserere, dogmatizare, et publice praedicare, illis nonnullos Christi fideles maligne inficiens ac a
fide catholica (sine qua non est salus) faciens deviare—Nos attendentes, quod tarn perniciosum
malum quod in plurimos serpere poterat, eorum animas lethali contagione necando, non debebamus,
prout nee debemus, sub dissimulatione transire; vobis per alias nostras literas commisimus et
mandavimus, ut vos vel alter vestrum de dictarum propositionum et conclusionum assertione,
quarum copiam sub bulla nostra misimus interclusam, vos secreto informantes, si ita esse in-
veneritis, praedictum Johannem auctoritate nostra capi et carceribus mancipari faceretis, euinque
sub bona custodia teneretis in vinculis, donee a nobis super hoc receperitis aliud in mandatis, prout
in dictis literis plenius continetur. Considerantes utique, quod praefatus Johannes hujusmodi cap-
tionem et carcerationem forte praesentiens, posset (quod absit) per fugae vel latitationis praesidia
dictum nostrum mandatum in gravissimum fidei detrimentum eludere ; nos, ne tarn damnabiles
propositiones et conclusiones indiscussae et earum temerarius assertor impunitus remaneant, in
detrimentum gravissimum fidei praelibatae, fraternitati vestrae per apostolica scripta committimus
et mandamus, quatenus vos vel alter vestrum, per vos vel alium seu alios, praefatum Johannem,
si-per vos capi et carcerari non possit, per edictum publicum proponendum in studio Oxoniensi
dictee dioecesis, et aliis locis publicis, de quibus sit verisimilis conjectura quod ad dicti Johannis
notitiam pervenire valeat, et de quibus yobis expedire videatur, ex parte nostra peremptorie monere
et citare curetis, quod infra trium mensium spatium a die citationis hujusmodi in antea computan-
dum, ubicunque tune nos esse contigerit, compareat personaliter coram nobis, super propositionibus
et conclusionibus hujusmodi responsurus ac dicturus, et facturus quicquid super eis duxerimus
ordinandum, et ordo dictaverit rationis ; praedicendo in hujusmodi citationis edicto, quod, sive idem
Johannes in hujusmodi termino comparuerit, sive non comparuerit, nos super praemissis, et contra
eum, usque ad debitam condemnationem ipsius inclusive procedemus, prout ejus demerita exigent,
ac nobis secundum Deum et conservationem dictae fidei videbitur expedire. Volumus autem, et
praesentium tenore statuimus, quod prasdicta citatio sic facta perinde praefatum Johannem arctet,
ac si sibi personaliter insinuataet intimata fuisset; constitutione quacunque contraria non obstante.
Diem vero citationis et formam, et quicquid feceritis in praedictis, nobis per vestras literas, vestris
sigillis munitas, harum seriem continentes, fideliter et quam citius poteritis, intimare curetis.
Dat. Romae apud Sanctam Mariam Majorem, 11 cal. Junii, pontificatus nostri anno septimo."
[A.D. 1377, the 51st Ed. III.]

Alice literce apostolicce pro eodem. Ex Reg. Sudbury, fol. 46, a.—" Gregorius episcopus, servus
servorum Dei, venerabilibus fratribus Cantuariensi archiepiscopo, et episcopo Londonensi, salutem
et apostolicam benedictionem. Super periculosis admodum erroribus quarundam detestabilium
propositionum et conclusionum ad enervationem totius ecclesiastici status tendentium, quas, scrip-
tas in schedula inclusa praesentibus, Johannes Wycliff, rector ecclesiae de Lutterworth, Lincolnien-
sis dioecesis, dictus theologiae professor, asseritur tarn impie quam temere suscitasse, plenius vobis
scribimus per alias nostras patentes literas, quas cum praesentibus destinamus. Volumus igitur,
et fraternitati vestrae mandamus, quatenus clarissimum in Christo filium nostrum Edwardum,
regem Angliae illustrem, et dilectos filios nobiles viros et natos dicti regis, ac delectam in Christo
filiam nobilem mulierem principissam Acquitaniae et Wallise, aliosque magnates de Anglia, et
eonsiliarios regis, per vos et alios magistros et peritos in sacra pagina non maculatos hujusmodi
erroribus, sed in fide sinceros et fervidos, studeatis facere plenarie informari ac eis ostendi, quanta
verecundia devoto regno Angliae oriatur exinde; et quod non solum sunt ipsae conclusiones erro-
neae in fide, sed, si bene advertatur, innuunt omnem destruere politiam; et requiratis eos strictis-
sime, quod ad extirpationem tantorum errorum, pro reverentia Dei et apostolicae sedis et nostra,
ipsorumque merito apud Deum et honore in seculo, tanquam catholici principes et pugiles dictae
fidei, omni, qua poterint, eificacia tribuant auxilium et favorem. Dat. Romae apud Sanctam
Mariam Majorem, 11 cal. Junii, pontificatus nostri anno septimo."

(2) Sec the Appendix.
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Richard should be admonished by them, not to give any credit to the said
! John Wickliff, or to his doctrine in any wise. Whereby it is to be

A · D· supposed that the said pope either was very exquisite and solicitous
ϊ < ) 7 7 · about the matter, to have Wickliff to be apprehended, who wrote

ifundr three divers letters to one person, and all in one day, about one
letters of business, or else that he did suspect the bearers thereof; the scruple
toeonePe whereof I leave to the judgment of the reader.
aboutone Furthermore, beside these letters written to the university, and to
matter, the bishops, he directeth also another epistle, bearing the same date,

unto king Edward, as one of my stories saith; but as another saith,
to king Richard, which soundeth more near the truth; forasmuch as
in the seventh year of pope Gregory XL, which was A.D. 1378,
king Edward was not alive.1 The copy of his letter to the king here
followeth:—

The Copy of the Epistle sent by the Bishop of Rome to Richard,
King of England, to persecute John Wickliff.2

To his most dear son in Christ, Edward, the illustrious king of England,
health, &c.

The realm of England, which the most High hath put under your governance,
a realm glorious for its power and abundance of all things, but still more glorious
for its piety and faith, and reflecting the brightness of the sacred page, hath
been wont ever to produce men endued with a right understanding of the holy
Scriptures, grave in years, fervent in devotion, and defenders of the catholic
faith: the which have instructed by wholesome precepts not only their own
people, but the people of other countries also, and have directed them into the
path of God's commandments. But we have lately learned (to our great
sorrow of heart) by the information of many trustworthy persons, that John
Wickliff, rector of Lutterworth in the diocese of Lincoln, professor of divinity
(would to God he were not rather a master of errors), hath run to such a
detestable and abominable excess of folly, that he hath propounded and set
forth certain conclusions full of errors, and containing manifest heresy, which
tend to weaken and subvert the status of the whole church; some of which
(albeit with a change in certain terms) seem to be identical with the perverse
opinions and unlearned doctrine of Marsilius de Padua and John de Ghent,
of cursed memory, whose book was reprobated and condemned by our pre-
decessor of happy memory, pope John XXII.

Hitherto, gentle reader, thou hast heard how Wickliff was accused
by the bishop. Now you shall also hear the pope's mighty reasons
and arguments, by the which he did confute him to the king. It
followeth :—

Whereas, therefore, our venerable brethren the archbishop of Canterbury and
the bishop of London have received a special commandment from us, by our
authority to seize and commit to prison the aforesaid John, and to take and
transmit to us his confession touching the said propositions or conclusions; and
whereas they are known to need the favour and help of your highness in the
prosecution of this business; therefore we request and earnestly entreat your
majesty, who as well as your noble progenitors have been wont to be chief
defenders of the catholic faith, whose quarrel is involved in the present affair,
that for the reverence you owe to God, to the said faith, to the apostolic see,
and to our own person, you would vouchsafe to lend your countenance and aid
to the said archbishop and bishop, and all others who shall prosecute this
matter, assured that, beside the praise of men, you will obtain a divine reward,

(1) Respecting an error here, see the Appendix.—ED.
(2) Collated with the Latin in Walsingham, p. 204.—ED.



THE POPE'S ARGUMENTS IN CONFUTING HERETICS. 9

and the increased goodwill of us and of the said see. Given at Rome, at Richard
St. Mary the Greater, the 11th Kal. of June, in the 7th year of our bishopric, IL

A.D. 1377. ~A~D~

* These are the whole force and strength of the arguments with 1377>

the which these apostolic bishops do defend the Christian faith, by T^e
e,s ,

the which also they do persuade the whole world to the burning of reasons
their brethren, whom they, by a slanderous title and name, do call meltsin"
heretics, and we truly, contrariwise, most blessed martyrs. " We heresies.8

will, require, and command you"2—what reason is brought herein,
but only that will standeth for reason t Whatsoever the pope doth
once pronounce or speak, it is counted of such force and effect,
that there is no man so hardy or stout, that dare once murmur
against it. But they which do succeed in the apostles' room and
place, ought to confer with their brethren with an apostolic spirit and
meekness, considering with themselves (according to the counsel of
the gospel) " of what spirit," and whose ministers they are: for
whatsoever is lawful unto an extern judge, in a profane cause ; or in
time past hath been licensed unto tyrants amongst the heathen ; or
else, whatsoever was permitted unto the bishops of the old law, is
not by-and-by fit and decent for the ministers of the New Testa-
ment, the which have received a far diverse and contrary spirit, even
the spirit of him, which commanded them to learn of him to be
humble and meek of heart. Wherefore it were very decent that
these men (brag they never so much of the apostles' succession) do
remember themselves, not only that they are ministers and servants,
but also whose ministers they are; for, as Themistocles said, that he
would not count him a cunning musician that kept neither number
nor measure in his song ; so likewise must these men think of them-
selves in the using of their function and office, that they frame them-
selves no other way, than according to the true harmony of the rule
which they have professed. And albeit that Wickliff had been a
most great and rank heretic, yet where did the pope learn to bind
him in fetters, to lay him in prison, and with force and fire to oppress
and persecute him,3 when as yet he had confuted him by no probable
argument, whose cause also, peradventure, he did not sufficiently
know ? And seeing that John Wickliff had written so many books
in Latin, if they had seemed not consonant unto the truth, how
worthy a thing had it been for the apostolic dignity, first to have
communicated the matter with the man himself, or else to have
debated the same (as far as had been lawful) amongst learned men.
Truly it had been their office and duty, stoutly to subdue and over-
throw errors by the Scriptures, and not by force: and, verily, to
accuse him so rashly, to so noble srnd valiant a prince and king, not
having any cause, which either they could not, or would not, bring
and allege against him, it seemeth to be a kind of most strange and

(1) These passages in single asterisks, extending to page 11, are extracts from the Edition of
1563, pp. 89—91, and are translated from the Latin Edition of 1559, pp. 6, 7.—ED.

(2) " Volumus, requirimus, et mandamus;" Latin Edition, p. 6; referring to the terms used in
the preceding papal bulls.—ED.

(3) This refers to the pope's commands in the letter cited above, p. 6, note(l). If Wickliff was
never actually subjected to so severe a punishment, the reader is reminded that it was the gracious
providence of God which preserved him from the misery of fetters, prisonhouses, and the stake,
and not any leniency on the part of the pope of Rome. See the five papal letters just cited by
Foxe, and others, to be found elsewhere, together with the decree for his exhumation and burning
of his bones, in proof of what the pope would gladly have done with Wickliff had he possessed
the power.—ED.
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Richard barbarous cruelty and lightness of men, impudently abusing the
IL majesty of their prince.

£>· And yet these men (whom nothing can once cause to blush or be
ashamed) desire to be accounted the successors of the apostles ; from
whose manners and examples they do so much vary, and are as distant,
as we are distant from India. St. Paul willeth, that after thou hast
admonished or warned any heretic once or twice, if he do not amend,
then to fly and eschew his company [Tit. iii. 10]. Which of the
apostles, at any time, did cast a heretic in prison, were he never so
obstinate, or bound him in fetters, either consumed him to ashes ? as
though the truth itself, and Christ, who is the author of truth, were
not strong enough of themselves to reprove heretics, without they were
holpei/with bonds and torments. St. Paul, instructing the ecclesiasti-
cal pastor with apostolic precepts, amongst other things writeth thus
to Timothy [2 Tim. ii. 24], " It is not meet for the servant of the
Lord to fight and strive, but to show himself mild and gentle towards
all men, ready to instruct, suffering evil, and with meekness teaching
not only those which were seduced through error or ignorance, but
also such as do resist, that God in time may give them repentance to
know his truth." And again, writing unto Titus [i. 9], he saith
that " he must be stout, or strong, to overcome those who resist»and
gainsay him :" but how ? with sword, weapon, or torment ? No ! I
think not; but with the armour and power of the Spirit, and with
the word of God. For it is far different to fight with worldly princes,
as touching their right, and to dispute in causes of religion, in the
church of God. I confess, that according to St. Paul's word, we must
eschew and fly a heretic; but it is one thing to eschew a Le2*etic, and
a clean contrary to kill an innocent, instead of a heretic. He that
being once or twice admonished or warned, continueth still in his
error, is worthy not only to be eschewed of all men, but also by strait
imprisonment to be secluded from all good and honest company. But
how shall I know that it is an error, without thou do allege better ?

By what From whence then is this example of barbarous cruelty sprung up
Srns or come into the Christian hierarchy, that they will straight condemn
doSconS ^° death, him, whom not only they have not overcome with any argu-
Yince ments, but also not once admonished, for no other cause but only

that he seemeth unto them a heretic ? wherefore, he that can so
boldly pronounce or determine of other men's heresies, had need to
be assuredly grounded as to what is the true sincerity of the faith ;
otherwise, if it were sufficient for every man, that which his own will
and affection leadeth him unto, it were to be feared, lest as it hap-
pened unto the Jews in time past, the which when they would have
crucified Christ as a deceiver, they crucified the very Son of God;

The so likewise may happen unto them in persecuting of heretics, that they
Selsts themselves become the greatest heretics of all others. But now-a-
heretics days, tb e r e a r e many, whom either their nature, or cruelty, or folly,
them- or some vain superstition, hath so moved or stirred up, that albeit

they understand and see no more in these matters, than a poor blind
man doth in colours; yet is it a world to see with how great boldness
they will determine and pronounce against heretics. And yet, these
are.they which cannot fail, err, or be deceived1; neither is it lawful

(1) " Atque interim hi sunt, qui falli, errare, atque decipi non possunt." Latin Edition, 1559,
p. ID.—ED.
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for any man to examine their wills by the censure of any human Λ«Λ<ΙΓ
judgment! Ο most miserable estate of the church ! seeing that the — —
whole state of Christian people dependeth in the will (as it were in £; **
the beck) of any one man, that whatsoever doth either please or —-—
displease his blockish brain, it must be received and embraced of all
men; and according thereunto, the whole religion to be applied and
formed. What other thing is this, than to refer Christ's religion
unto men's wills, and not men unto religion ? But now we will
leave to speak any more of the pope, and return unto Wickliff.*

The articles included in the pope's letters, which he sent to the
bishops and to the king against Wickliff, were these which in order
do follow:—

The Conclusions of John Wicldiff, exhibited in the Convocation of
certain Bishops at Lambeth.1

I. The whole human race concurring, without Christ, have not power simply
[or, absolutely] to ordain that Peter and all his meiny 2 should rule over the
world politically for ever [in perpetuum].

TI. God cannot give civil dominion to any man for himself and his heirs
for ever [in perpetuum].

III. Many charters of human invention, concerning perpetual civil inherit-
ance for ever, are impossible.

IV. Every one existing [or, being] in grace justifying finally, not only hath
a right unto, but in fact hath, all the things of God [or, not only hath a right unto
the thing, but for his time hath by right a power over all the good things
of God] .3

V. A man can give dominion to his natural or adopted son,4 whether that
dominion be temporal or eternal, only ministerially.

VI. If God be, temporal lords can lawfully and meritoriously take away the
goods of fortune from a delinquent church.5

VII. We know that it is not possible that the vicar of Christ, merely by his
bulls, or by them together with his own will and consent, and that of his college
of cardinals, can qualify or disqualify any man.

VIII. It is not possible that a man should be excommunicated to his damage,
unless he be excommunicated first and principally by himself.

IX. Nobody ought to excommunicate, suspend, or interdict any one, or
proceed to punish according to any ecclesiastical censure, except in the cause
of God.6

X. Cursing or excommunication doth not bind, except in so far as it is used
against an adversary of the law of Christ.

(1) The editor has substituted Lewis's translation of the following Articles (slightly altered) for
Foxe's, which is not sufficiently close to the original. See the Latin in Wilkins and Walsingham.

(2) The original expression is " omne genus suum." A word is put in for genus, which Wickliff
himself uses in his " de Prelatis," cited by Lewis, " the pope with his Meyne" (Lewis, p. 138); it
occurs also in the title of one of his treatises " Of Antichrist and his meynee," mentioned by
Dr. Todd in his introduction to Wickliff's Defence of Lollard Doctrines, p. xii. " Meiny" is
derived from the French " mesnie," and means "family, retinue, household, followers." See
Ν ares, and Todd's Johnson.—ED.

(3) This article in Walsingham and in Wilkins reads thus,—" Nedum habet jus, sed in re habet
omnia Dei:" but in the second explanation of his conclusions (Lewis, p. 319) this article reads
" nedum habet jus ad rem, sed pro suo tempore jus in rem super omnia bona Dei."

(4) Walsingham, at p. 205, (Ed. 1574) reads, " Tarn naturali filio quam invilationis in schola
Ch'isti," where Foxe seems to have read " imitationis;" but at p. 207, Walsingham reads " tarn
naturali filio invitationis;" and the second set of Conclusions and Explanations (Lewis, p. 320)
reads " tarn naturali filio quam filio imitationis."—ED.

(5) " Si Deus est;" in Walsingham, p. 205, the " est" is wanting, but it is inserted at p. 207.
" The church when delinquent;" see the Latin edition, p. 9, " Ecclesia delinquente." In the
English editions, " the church when they do offend habitualiter." Between the sixth and the
seventh conclusions, Wilkins, torn. iii. p. 123, gives another from the Sudbury Register—" Nunquid
ecclesia est in tali statu vel non, non est meum discutere, sed dominorum temporalium examinare ;
et posito casu confidenter agere, et in poena damnationis seternse ejus temporalia auferre." This
is also in Walsingham, p. 205, but not at p. 207; nor is it found in the Latin or in any English
edition of Foxe; Lewis, p. 58, gives it thus: " Whether the church be in such a state or not, is
not my business to examine, but the business of temporal lords; who, if they find it in such a
state, are to act boldly, and on the penalty of damnation to take away its temporalties."—ED.

(6) This article was thus expressed in the pope's schedule, according to Walsingham, p. 205,
" Nemo ad sui deteriorationem excommunicatur, suspenditur, vel aliis censuris cruciatur, nisi in
causa Dei;" but at p. 207 he gives it according to Foxe's translation.—ED.



1 2 CONVOCATION OF CERTAIN BISHOPS AT LAMBETH.

Richard X I . There is no power exemplified [or, g r a n t e d ] by Christ to his disciples,1

II· of excommunicat ing a subject chiefly for denying any temporal ties, but the

j ^ β contrary.
23*7g* X I I . T h e disciples of Christ have no power coactively [or, by civil coaction]

— ! 1- to e x a c t 2 temporalties by censure.
XIII. It is not possible by the absolute power of God, that if the pope or any

other Christian pretend that he bindeth or looseth at any rate, he doth there-
fore actually bind or loose.

XIV. We ought to believe, that then only the vicar of Christ doth bind or
loose, when he simply obeyeth the law of Christ.

XV. This ought to be universally believed, that every priest rightly ordained
according to the law of grace hath a power, according to which he may minister
all the sacraments secundum speciem, and, by consequence, may absolve him
who hath confessed to him, and is contrite, from any sin.

XVI. It is lawful for kings, in cases limited by law, to take away the tem-
poralties from churchmen who habitually abuse them.

XVII. If the pope, or temporal lords, or any other, shall have endowed the
church with temporalties, it is lawful for them to take them away in certain
cases, namely, when the doing so is by way of medicine to cure or prevent sins,
and that, notwithstanding excommunication or any other church censure, since
these endowments were not given but under a condition implied.

XVIII. An ecclesiastic, even the Roman pontiff himself, may lawfully be
rebuked by their subjects for the benefit of the church, and be impleaded by
both clergy and laity.3

The above letters, with these articles enclosed, being received from
the pope, * t h e 4 bishop of Canterbury and other bishops took no little
heart; for, being partly encouraged by them, and partly moved and
pricked forward by their own fierceness and cruelty, it is to be mar-
velled at, with what boldness and stomach they did openly profess,
before their provincial council,* that all manner respects of fear or
favour set apart, no person, neither high nor low, should let them,
neither would they be *seduced 5 by the entreaty of any man, neither
by any manner threatenings or rewards ; but that in the cause, they
would follow straight and upright justice and equity, yea, albeit that
danger of life should follow thereupon : surely a very good and noble

The promise, if they had determined this justice within his right bounds.*
brags of But these so fierce brags and stout promise, with the subtle practices
SSiops ο ^ these bishops, who thought themselves so sure before, the Lord,
thrown a g a m s t whom no determination of man's counsel can prevail, by a
wickiiir s m a ^ occasion did lightly confound and overthrow. For the day of
again the examination being come,6 a certain personage of the prince's
called
before
them. (1) Walsingham, p. 205, reads, " a, Christo vel discipulis suis ;" but at p. 208 he omits the " vel,"

and reads " concessa" for " exemplificata."—ED.
(2) Walsingham, p. 205, reads " coacte exigere ;" but at p. 208, " ad coactione civili exigendum."

— E D .
(3) Lewis observes, p. 46, "This conclusion or article was thus represented by the Council of

Constance : ' People may, at their pleasure, eorrect their princes, when they do amiss.' " — E D .
(4) and (5) These two passages are from Edition 1563, p. 90.—ED.
(6) The following is the archbishop's summons of the council, taken from Wilkins, torn. iii.

p. 123, Ex Reg. Sudbury, fol. 46 : it is given by Lewis from Walsingham: it is dated Dec.
28th, A.D. 1377, and names the 30th juridical day as the time, and St. Paul's as the place for the
meeting. See on this subject the note in the Appendix on p. 4 supra, and on vol. ii. p. 800.—ED.

Simon, permissione divina, &c. et Willielmus, eadem permissione Londonensis episcopus, delegati
a sede apostolica cum ilia clausula, ' quatenus vos duo, aut unus vestrum, ad infra scripta specialiter
deputati,'dilecto pariter venerabilique viro cancellario universitatis Oxoniae, Lincolniensis dioecesis,
ejusve locum tenenti, salutem in Domino et mandatis nostris, imo verius apostolicis, rirmiter
obedire. Literas sanctissimi in Christo patris ac domini nostri, domini Gregorii divina providentia

X l i o d J h Wlif f i f t d L i t t t h
obedire. Literas sanctissimi in Christo patris ac domini nostri, domini Gregorii divina providentia
papae Xlmi—super eo quod Johannes Wycliff, sacrae paginae professor, rectorque de Litterworth
dictas Lincolniensis dicecesis, in detestabilem vesaniam temere prorumpens, nonnullas pro-
positiones et conclusiones erroneas ac falsas et male in fide sonantes, quee statum totius ecclesiae
subvertere et enervare nituntur, non verebatur asserere, dogmatizare, et publice praedicare; illis
nonnullos Christi fideles maligne inficiens, ac a fide catholica (sine qua non est salus) faciens
deviare, ut in dictis literis apostolicis plenius est expressum —nos noveritis cum ea qua decuit reve-
rentia recepisse. Volentes igitur mandatis apostolicis parere pro viribus, ut tenemur, vobis in
virtute obedientiae qua dictae sedi tenemini committimus et mandamus, firmiter injungentes,



JOH*N WICKLIFF's APPEARANCE AT LAMBETH. ]3

court, and yet of no great noble birth, named Lewis Clifford, entering Richard
in among the bishops, commanded them that they should not proceed — —
with any definitive sentence against John Wickliff. With which Α · ϋ ·
words all they were so amazed, and their combs so cut, that, as in * 3 7 8 '
the story is mentioned, they became so mute and speechless, as men
having not one word in their mouth to answer.1 And thus, by the is again
wondrous work of God's providence, John Wicldiff escaped the fromered

second time out of the bishops' hands, and was by them clearlythem*
dismissed upon his declaration made of his articles, as anon shall
follow.

Moreover, here is not to be passed over, how at the same time,
and in the said chapel of the archbishop at Lambeth, where the
bishops were sitting upon John Wickliff, the historian, writing of the
doing thereof, addeth these words, saying :2 " Τ say, not only that the
citizens of London, but also the vile abjects of the city, presumed to
be so bold in the same chapel at Lambeth, where the bishops were
sitting upon John Wickliff, as both to entreat for him, and also to
let and stop the same matter; trusting, as I-suppose, upon the
negligence which they saw before, in the bishops," &c.

Over and besides, here is not to be forgotten, how the said John
Wickliff, the same time of his examination, offered and exhibited
unto the bishops, in writing, a protestation, with a declaration or
exposition of his own mind upon, the said his articles, the effect
whereof here folioweth.3

The Protestation of John Wickliff.
First of all, I publicly protest, as ί have often before done, that I purpose

and will with my whole heart, by the grace of God, to be an entire Christian,
and as long as breath shall remain in me to profess and defend the law of Christ
so far as I am able. And if through ignorance, or any other cause, I shall fail
therein, I ask pardon of my God, and do now, as before, revoke and retract it,
humbly submitting myself to the correction of holy mother church. And for-

quatenus receptis per vos prsesentibus, evocatis ad hoc etiam per vos sacrse paginae professoribus
expertis, rectius et sanctius in fide catholica sentientibus, verbis sophisticalibus terminorum
curiosa implicatione penitus praetermissis, de dictarum propositionum et conclusionum assertione,
quarum copia inferius inseritur, vos secrete informantes, de omni eo quod in praemissis inveniretis
et sentiretis literis vestris clausis et sigillo vestro sigillatis, clare distincte et aperte, in omnibus et per
omnia, nos reddatis (ut convenit) certiores : Citetis insuper seu citari faciatis peremptorie dictum
Johannem, quod tricesimo die juridico post citationem sibi factam in ecclesia Sancti Pauli, London,
compareat personaliter coram nobis seu aliis subdelegatis nostris sive commissariis in hac parte.
super conclusionibus etpropositionibus hujusmodi responsurus et audit ur us, ulterius quoque facturus
quicquid auctoritate apostolica fieri debeat in hac parte et ordo dictaverit rationis; praedicentes
eidem, quod sive comparuerit in termino prasdicto sive non, ulterius contra eum procedetur, prout
literae apostolicae in se exigunt et requirunt. Vobis insuper injungimus auctoritate praedicta,
quatenus literas apostolicas inpraesentiarum per nos vobis transmissas, sub poenis in eisdem
literis plenius expressatis, in omnibus et per omnia diligenter et fideliter exequamini, juxta vim,
formam, et effectum earundem, certificantes nos aut dictos commissarios nostros subdelegatos,
celerius quo fieri possit, quid feceritis in praemissis per literas vestras patentes, harum et facti
vestri seriem plenius continentes. Datae apud Otteford v. kalend. Januarii, A.D. 1377, et
translationis nostri Simonis, Cantuariensis archiepiscopi supradicti, anno tertio. [Dec. 28th,
A.D. 1377.] Spelman dates this letter " xv. kal. Jan.," i.e. ten days earlier.—ED.

(1) See the Appendix.—ED.
(2) " Non dico cives tantum Londinenses, sed viles ipsius civitatis, se impudenter ingerere prae-

sumpserunt in eandem capellam et verba facere pro eodem et istud negotium impedire, confisi, ut
reor, de ipsorum praemissa negligentia praelatorum," &c. [Walsingham.]—ED.

(3) The original Latin is in Walsingham. Lewis's translation, a little altered, is substituted
for Foxe's.—Another Exposition, somewhat different from that in the text, is found in Walden's
" Fasciculus zizaniorum Wiclevi," preserved in the Bodleian: this Bale states to have been pre-
sented by Wickliff to the parliament, which met April 5th; if so, it is posterior in date to that
in the text; and certainly it exhibits less of scholastic peculiarity, as though intended for
the perusal of the public: Lewis (p. 318) gives the original Latin from Arch. Seldeni, MSS.
B. 10 : Foxe gives a translation of it in his first edition (p. 91) of the 'Acts and Monuments,'
where he observes, " it were to long in this place to rehearse all the conclusions of this boke, but
for the rare and most singular utility and profit in them, gentle reader, I thought it not good to
omit them, lest I should be thought more desirous of brevity than of profit." Foxe's translation,
revised from the Latin in Lewis, is inserted in the Appendix.—These Expositions are most strangely
represented by some writers as an evasion on Wicliff's part; on this point see the Appendix.—ED.



14 THE PltOTESTATlON OF JOHN WICKLIFF,

Richard SOmuch E8 an opinion concerning the faith which I have taught in the schools
and elsewhere hath been reported by children, and moreover hath been conveyed

A. D. beyond sea by these children even to the court of Rome ; therefore, lest Chris-
1378. tians should be scandalized on my account, I wish to set down in writing my

opinion for the which I am impeached, the which opinion I will defend even
unto death, as I believe all Christians ought to do, but specially the bishop of
Rome and the rest of the priests of the church. But I understand the conclu-
sions after the sense and manner of speaking of the scripture and the holy
doctors, the which [sense and manner of speaking] I am ready to expound;
and if the conclusions shall then be found contrary to the faith, I am willing
and most ready to revoke them.

An Exposition upon the Conclusions of John WicklifF, exhibited by
him to the Bishops.

I. "The whole human race concurring, without Christ, have not power
simply [or, absolutely] to ordain, that Peter," &c.

And it is plain that it is not in the power of men to hinder the coming of
Christ to the final judgment, in the which we are bound to believe according to
that article of the Creed, " From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead." For after that, according to the faith delivered in Scripture, all human
polity shall cease. But I understand political dominion, or civil secular govern-
ment, to pertain to the laity who are actually living, on their pilgrimage, whilst
they are absent from the Lord: for it is of such a political dominion that the
philosophers speak. And although that which is periodical [or, terminable] is
sometimes styled perpetual [or, for ever], yet because in holy Scripture, in the
use of the church, and in the books of the philosophers, perpetual is plainly used
commonly in the sense of eternal, I accordingly suppose the term to be taken
here in that more famous signification ; for thus the church singeth, " Glory be
to God the Father, and to his only Son, with the Spirit the Paraclete, both now
and for ever [in perpetuum]." And then the conclusion immediately folioweth
on the principles of the faith; since it is not in the power of men to appoint the
pilgrimage of the church to be without end.

II. " God cannot give civil dominion to any man for himself and his heirs
for ever [in perpetuum]."

By civil dominion I mean the same that I meant above by political dominion,
and by perpetual [or, for ever] the same that I did before, as the Scripture
understandeth the "perpetual habitations " in the state of blessedness. I have
said, therefore, First, that God of his ordinary power cannot give man civil
dominion for ever. I have said, Secondly, that it seemeth probable that God of
his absolute power cannot give man such a dominion for ever, because he
cannot, as it seemeth, always imprison his spouse on the way, nor for ever defer
the ultimate completion of her blessedness.

III. " Many charters of human invention, concerning perpetual civil inhe-
ritance, are impossible."

This is an incident truth. For we ought not to reckon as catholic [canoni-
zare] all the charters that are held by an unjust occupier. But if it were so
determined by the faith of the church, occasion would be given to the chartered
to trust in temporalties, and too much encouragement to petition for them.
For as every truth is necessary, so every error may be supposed possible; as is
plain by the testimony of Scripture, and of the holy doctors, who entreat of the
necessity of things future.

IV. " Every one existing [or, being] in grace justifying finally,1 not only hath
a right unto, but in fact hath, all the things of God:" or, "hath not only
a right unto the thing, but for his time hath by right a power over all the good

Here he things of God."
speaketh This is plain from Scripture; because the Truth Himself promiseth this to
only of those citizens who enter into his joy (Matt, xxiv.); "Verily I say unto you,
of things t n a t ^ e s n a ^ m a ^ e n n T 1 ruler over all his goods." For the right of the com-
in the & munion of saints in their own country is founded objectively on the universality
to coiS g £
not in this V. " A man can give dominion to his natural or adopted son, whether that
exile. dominion be temporal or eternal, only ministerially."

(1) " In gratia gratificante finaliter."—ED.
(2) " Fundatur objective supra universitatem bonorum Dei."
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This is plain from the fact, that every man ought to acknowledge himself in Richard
all his works an humble minister of God; as is evident from Scripture, " Let a U-
man so account of us as of the ministers of Christ." Nay Christ himself so
ministered, and taught his principal apostles so to minister. But in their own ί
country the saints will give to their brethren the dominion of goods; as is plain
from their mode of acting in the body, or their disposal of good things inferior
by nature; according to that of Luke vi. " Good measure pressed down, and
shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom."

VI. " If God is, temporal lords can lawfully and meritoriously take away
the goods of fortune from a delinquent church."

This conclusion is correlative with the first article of the Creed, " I believe
in God the Father Almighty." But I understand the word can as the Scripture
doth, which granteth that God " can of stones raise up children unto Abraham."
For, otherwise, all Christian princes would be heretics. For the first conclusion
on the argument is thus formed: If God is, he is almighty; and if so, he can
prescribe to temporal lords so to take away the goods of fortune from a delin-
quent church; and if so, they can lawfully so take them away. Ergo, &c.
Wherefore, in virtue of that principle, Christian princes have ever put that
opinion in practice. But God forbid that from thence it should be believed,
that it was my meaning, that secular lords can lawfully take them away when
and howsoever they please, or by their bare authority : but they may do it only
by the authority of the church, and in cases and form limited by law.

VII. α We know that it is not possible, that the vicar of Christ, merely by
his bulls, or by them together with his own will and consent, and that of his
college [of cardinals], can qualify or disqualify any man."

This is plain from the catholic faith. Since it behoveth the Lord in every
vicarious operation to maintain the primacy. Therefore, as in every qualifying
of a subject, meetness and worthiness are required of the subject to be qualified,
so in every disqualification there is first required a deserving from some demerit
of the person to be disqualified; and, by consequence, such a qualifying or dis-
qualifying is not made purely by the ministry of the vicar of Christ, but from
above, from elsewhere [or, from some other].

VIII . " I t is not possible, that a man should be excommunicated to his
damage, unless he be excommunicated first and principally by himself."

This is plain ; since such an excommunication must be originally founded
on the sin of the party damaged. Whence Augustine in his 21st Sermon
on the words of our Lord saith, " Do not thou misuse thyself, and man
shall not get the better of thee." And to this day the faith of the church
singeth, " No adversity shall do us any hurt, if iniquity do not prevail." To
this eighth conclusion we add, that, notwithstanding, all excommunication is to
be dreaded on many accounts, even although the excommunication of the
church be to the humble excommunicate, not damnable, but wholesome.

IX. " No body ought to excommunicate, suspend, or interdict anyone, or to
proceed to punish according to any ecclesiastical censure, except in the cause
of God."

This appeareth from the fact, that every just cause is the cause of God, to
which point respect ought chiefly to be had. Nay, a love for the excommuni-
cate ought to exceed the zeal or appetite of punishment, and the affection for
any temporal things. Since, otherwise, even he that excommunicateth injureth
himself. To this ninth conclusion we add, that it is agreeable thereto, that a
prelate should excommunicate in human causes, but principally on the account
that an injury is done to his God, as appeareth from [Decreti Pars I I . Causa]
xxiii. Qusest. 4, cap. 27. " inter querelas."

X. <c Cursing or excommunication doth not bind, except so far as it is used
against an adversary of the law of Christ."

This is plain, since it is God only that bindeth simply [or, absolutely] every
one that is bound; who cannot excommunicate unless it be for a transgression
of, or prevaricating with, his own law. To this tenth conclusion we add, that
it is consonant thereto, that the ecclesiastical censure used against an adversary
of a member of the church, doth bind secondarily, though not absolutely.

XI. " There is no power exemplified [or, granted] by Christ to his disciples,
of excommunicating a subject [chiefly] for denying any temporalties, but oi>
the contrary."

This is plain from the faith taught in Scripture, according to which we believe,



16 W I C K L I F F ' S E X P O S I T I O N UPON H I S CONCLUSIONS.

Richard that God is to be loved above all things, and our neighbour and enemy more
ΙΙΛ than all the temporalties of this world; and it is necessarily so, because the law

A jy of God is not contradictory to itself.
1378* XII· " The disciples of Christ have no power to exact temporalties coactively

— by censures."
As is plain from Scripture (Luke xxii.), where Christ forbade his Apostles

to reign civilly [or, to exercise any temporal dominion] : " The kings of the
gentiles," saith he, " exercise lordship over them, but ye shall not be so." And
in that sense the passage is expounded by St. Bernard, St. Chrysostom, and
other saints. We add to this twelfth conclusion, that, notwithstanding, they
may exact temporalties by ecclesiastical censures accessorie, in vindication of
their God.

XIII. " It is not possible by the absolute power of God, that if the pope or
any other Christian pretend that he bindeth or looseth at any rate, therefore he
doth actually bind or loose."

The opposite of this would destroy the whole catholic faith. Since it im-
porteth no less than blasphemy, to suppose any one to usurp such an absolute
power of the Lord's. I add to this thirteenth conclusion, that I do not intend
by this conclusion to derogate from the power of the pope or of any other
prelate of the church, but do allow that they may, in virtue of the Head, bind
and loose. But 1 understand the denied conditional as impossible in this
sense; that it cannot be that the pope or any other prelate should pretend that
he doth bind or loose at any rate [or, just as he will], unless he do in fact so
bind and loose ; and then he cannot be guilty of any fault [peccabilis],

XIV. " We ought to believe, that then only a priest of Christ doth bind or
loose, when he simply obeyeth the law of Christ."

Because it is not lawful for him to bind or loose but in virtue of that law,
and, by consequence, not unless it be in conformity to it.

XV. " This ought to be universally believed, that every priest rightly
ordained according to the law of grace;hath a power, according to which he
may minister all the sacraments secundum speciem, and, by consequence, may
absolve him who has confessed to him, and is contrite, from any sin."

This is plain from the fact, that the priestly power is not more or less suf-
ficient in its essence : notwithstanding, the powers of inferior priests are at one
time reasonably restrained, and at other times relaxed to meet the exigences of
the ministry. I add to this fifteenth conclusion, that, according to the doctors,
every prelate hath a twofold power, viz. a power of order, and a power of
jurisdiction or government; and that it is in reference to this last that they
are prelates, viz. as being of a superior majesty and government.

XVI. " It is lawful for kings, in cases limited by law, to take away tne
temporalties from churchmen who habitually abuse them."

Power of This is plain from the fact, that temporal lords ought to depend more on
*tow r̂dStS spiritual alms, which bring forth greater plenty of fruit, than on alms for the
God necessities of the body; and that it may happen to be a work of spiritual alms
equal. to correct such clergymen as damage themselves both in soul and body, by

withholding from them the temporalties. The case which the law putteth is,
when the spiritual head [or, president] doth fail in punishing them, or that the
faith of the clerk is to be corrected, as appeareth [Decreti Pars II. Causa] 16.
Quaest. 7. " filiis," and [Decreti Pars I.] distinctio 40. "Si papa."

XVII. If the pope, or temporal lords, or any other, shall have endowed the
church with temporalties, it is lawful for them to take them away in certain
cases, viz. when the doing so is by way of medicine to cure or prevent sins, and
that, notwithstanding excommunication or any other church censure : since
these endowments were not given, but with a condition implied."

This is plain from the fact, that nothing ought to hinder a man from doing
the principal works of charity necessarily, and that in every human action the
condition of God's good pleasure is necessary to be understood, as in the civil
law, " D e Capitulis Conradi," c. 5, in fine collationis 10. We add to this
seventeenth article, God forbid that by these words occasion should be given
to the temporal lords to take away the goods of fortune to the detriment of the
church.

XVIII. "An ecclesiastic, even the Roman pontiff, may be rebuked by their
subjects, and, in case it is for the benefit of the church, be impleaded by both
clergy and laity."
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This is plain from the fact, that the pope himself (as is here supposed) is capable Richard
of sin,except the sin against the Holy Ghost; saving the sanctity, humility, and IL

reverence, due to so worthy a Father. And since he is our peccable brother ^ ^
[or, liable to sin as well as we], he is subject to the law of brotherly reproof. 1370"
And when, therefore, it is plain that the whole college of cardinals are remiss —
in correcting him for the necessary welfare of the church, it is evident that the
rest of the body of the church, which, as it may chance,-may chiefly be made
up of the laity, may medicinally reprove him, and implead him, and reduce
him to lead a better life. This possible case is handled dist. 40, " Si papa fuerit
a fide devius." For as so great a lapse ought not to be supposed in the lord
pope without manifest evidence, so it ought not to be supposed possible that
when he doth fall he should be guilty of so great obstinacy, as not humbly to
accept a cure from his superior with respect to God. Wherefore many chroni-
cles attest the facts of this conclusion. God forbid that truth should be con-
demned by the church of Christ, because it soundeth ill in the ears of sinners
and ignorant persons: for then the whole faith of the Scripture would be liable
to be condemned.

Thus John Wickliff, in giving his exposition unto his aforesaid
propositions and conclusions, as is above prefixed, through the favour
and diligence of the Londoners either shifted off the bishops, or else
satisfied them so, that for that time he was dismissed and scaped
clearly away, only being charged and commanded by the said bishops,
that he should not teach or preach any such doctrine any more, for
the offence of the lay people.

Thus this good man being escaped from the bishops with this
charge aforesaid, yet notwithstanding ceased not to proceed in his
godly purpose, labouring and profiting still in the church as he had
begun; unto whom also, as it happened by the providence of God, A.D.1373.
this was a great help and stay, for that in the same year * the afore-
said pope Gregory XL, who was the stirrer up of all this trouble
against him, turned up his heels and died. *2 Whose death wa& not Death of
a little happy to Wickliff; for immediately after his decease there ̂ χ ] ^ "
fell a great dissension between the Romish and the French pope,* A schism
and others succeeding them, one striving against another, that the i n R o m e '
schism thereof endured the space of thirty-nine years, until the time
of the Council of Constance (A.D. 1417).3

The occasioner of which schism first was pope Urban VI., who in
the first beginning of his popedom was so proud and insolent to his
cardinals and other (as to dukes, princes, and queens), and so set to
advance his nephew and kindred, with injuries to other princes, that
the greatest number of his cardinals and courtiers by little and little
shrunk from him, and set up another French pope against him, named
Clement VII., who reigned sixteen years; and after him Benedict
XIII . , who reigned twenty-three years. Again, of the contrary side,
after Urban VI. succeeded Boniface IX., Innocent VIL, Gregory
XII., Alexander V., John XXIII . (A.M. 1410).*

As touching this pestilent and most miserable schism,, it would
require here another Iliad to comprehend in order all the circum-
stances and tragical parts thereof; what trouble in the whole church ;

(1) Gregory XI. died March 27th, A.D. 1378. L'Art de Ver. des Dates.—ED.
' (2) Edition of 1563, p. 95, and Latin Edition, 1559, p. 12.—ED. (3) See Appendix.
(4) POPES.

Urban VI. ruled 11 yrs. 6 mo.
Boniface IX 14 11Innocent VII 2 0
Gregory XII 2 7
Alexander V 0 11
John XXIII 5 0

ANTIPOPES.
C l e m e n t r u l e d 16 y r s .
B e n e d i c t X I I I . . . . · . . . . 2 3

Corrected by L'Art de Ver. des Dates.—ED.
υ li
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Richard what parts-taking in every country; what apprehending and impri-
' soning of priests and prelates taken by land and sea ; what shedding

A. D. of blood did follow thereof; how Otho, duke of Brunswick and
]381 prince of Tarentum, was taken and murdered; how Joan, queen of

J l d Siil hi if h b f h d t U b
p q

Was not Jerusalem and Sicily, his wife, who before had sent to pope Urban,
^Je a besides other gifts at his coronation, forty thousand ducats in pure
agree- gold, after by the said Urban was committed to prison, and in the
ment? same prison strangled; what cardinals were racked, and miserably,

without all mercy, tormented on gibbets to death ; what slaughter of
men, what battles were fought between the two popes, whereof five
thousand on the one side were slain, beside the number of them who
wTere taken prisoners ; of the beheading of five cardinals together after
long torments; and how the bishop of Aquila, being suspected of
pope Urban for not riding faster with the pope, his horse being not
good, was there slain by the pope's commandment, sending his
soldiers unto him to slay him and cut him in pieces. All these
things, with divers other acts of horrible cruelty happening in the
time of this abominable schism, because they are abundantly
discoursed at full by Theodricus Niemus,1 who was near to the said
pope Urban and present at all his doings, therefore, as a thing
needless, I here pretermit; referring them who covet to be certified
more amply herein, unto the three books of the said Theodric,
above mentioned.

jack About the same time also, about three years after, there fell a
rebellion, cruel dissension in England, between the common people and the

nobility, the which did not a little disturb and trouble the common-
Simon, wealth. In this tumult Simon of Sudbury, archbishop of Canter-
bSiopC,h" bury, was taken by the rustical and rude people, and was beheaded;
tenead- j n w n o s e place after succeeded William Courtney, who was no less

diligent than his predecessor had been before him, in doing his
diligence to root out heretics. Notwithstanding, in the mean season,
Wickliffs sect increased privily, and daily grew to greater force,

A.D.1381. until the time that William Berton, chancellor of Oxford, about A.D.
1381, had the whole rule of that university: who calling together
eight monastical doctors, and four other, with the consent of the rest
of his affinity putting the common seal of the university unto certain
writings, he set forth an edict, declaring unto every man, and threat-

Edict ening them under a grievous penalty, that no man should be so
thewick nar(ty* hereafter to associate themselves with any of WicklifTs
iiffites!c abettors or favourers: and unto Wickliff himself he threatened the

greater excommunication and farther imprisonment, and to all his
fautors, unless that they after three-days' admonition or warning,
canonical and peremptory (as they call it), did repent and amend.2

The which thing when Wickliff understood, forsaking the pope and
all the clergy, he thought to appeal unto the king's majesty;3 but

(1) Theodoricus Niemus, " De Schismate."
(2) See the Appendix for the Process issued by William Berton, and infra, p. 24.—ED.
(3) A parliament being held at Westminster this year, the Wednesday next after St. John Port

Latin, or May 7th, Wickliff, in prosecution of his appeal from the chancellor of Oxford's decree
! against him, presented his complaint to the king and them as follows, (cited by Lewis, p. 83, from
MS. CCCC.): it is also both in Latin and English in the Cotton Collection.

Please it to our most noble and most worthy King Richard, King both of England and France,
and to the noble Duke of Lancaster, and to other great men of the Rewme, both to Seculars and
Men of holy Church, that ben gedred in the Parliament to there assent and meyntene the few
Articles or Points that ben sett within this writing, and proved both by auctority and Reson; that
Christen Faith and Christen Religion ben encreased, meyntened, and made stable. Sith our Lord
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the duke of Lancaster coming between forbade him, that lie should Richard
not hereafter attempt or begin any such matters, but rather submit IL

himself unto the censure and judgment of his ordinary. Whereby A.D.
WicklifF being beset with troubles and vexations, as it were in the *^82t

midst of the waves, he was forced once again to make confession of
his doctrine; in the which his confession, to avoid the rigour of
things, he answered as is aforesaid, making his declaration, and quali-
fying his assertions after such a sort, that he did mitigate and assuage
the rigour of his enemies.1

The next year after (A.D. 1382), by the commandment of William, A.D.13&2.
archbishop of Canterbury, there was a convocation holden at London,
whereat John Wicldiff was also commanded to be present; but
whether he there appeared personally or not, I find it not in story
certainly affirmed.2

Here is not to be passed over the great miracle of God's divine
admonition or warning; for when as the archbishop and suffragans,
with the other doctors of divinity and lawyers, with a great company
of babbling friars and religious persons, were gathered together to
consult as touching John Wickliff's books, and that whole sect;
when as they were gathered together at the Black-Friars3 in London
to begin their business upon St. Dunstan's day, after dinner, about
two of the clock, the very hour and instant that they should go
forward with their business, a wonderful and terrible earthquake fell A^ag

rth"
throughout all England :4 whereupon divers of the suffragans, being when6'
feared by the strange and wonderful demonstration, doubting what ™^f
it should mean, thought it good to leave off from their determinate amined·
purpose. But the archbishop (as chief captain of that army, more
rash and bold than wise) interpreting the chance which had happened
clean contrary to another meaning or purpose, did confirm and
strengthen their hearts and minds, which were almost daunted with

Jesu Christ, very God and very man, is Head and Prelate of this Religion, and shed his precious
Heart Blood and Water out of his Side on the Cross to make this Religion perfit and stable, and
clene without Error.

First, That all Persons of what Kynne, private Sects or singular Religion made of sinful men,
may freely, without any letting or bodily Pain, leave that private Rule or new Religion founden of
sinful Men, and stably hold the Rule of Jesu Christ, taken and given by Christ to his Apostles, as
far more perfect than any such new Religion founden of sinful men.

Secondly, That those Men that unresonably and wrongfully have damned all this Counsell be
amended of so great Error, and that their Error may be published to Men dwelling in the Rewme.

Thirdly, That both Tithes and Offrings ben given and paid and received by that Intent, to which
Intent or End both God's Law and the Pope's Law ordained them to be paid and received; and
that they be take away by the same Intent and Reson that both God's Law and the Pope's Law
ordainen that they should be withdrawen.

Fourthly, That Christ's Teching and Belief of the Sacrament of his own Body, that is plainly
taught by Christ and his Apostles in Gospels and Epistles, may be taught openly in Churches to
Christen people; and the contrarie Teching and false Belief brought up by cursed Hypocrites and
Hereticks and worldly Priests unkunning in God's Law.

(1) This is Walsingham's representation of the matter; but it is a calumny against Wickliff,
into which Foxe, Wood, and others have been betrayed by their papal authority: happily
we are able to confront with this account a very different one from Archbishop Sudbury's Registers,
given in the Appendix, which represents WicklifFas unmoved by friends or foes. In the Appendix
is given from Knighton (col. 2649), another papal writer, the confession which Wickliif made
on this occasion, and on which Lewis (p. 88) justly remarks, " One would wonder that ever this
paper should by any that had seen it be reckoned a retractation of Dr. Wicliffe's, &c." It was
moreover immediately attacked by the chancellor himself, and rive others ; and soon after Wickliff
was expelled the university.—ED.

(2) Wickliff is not mentioned in the archbishop's Register as present, whence we may conclude
that he was not present. Wharton says that he was cited, but refused to appear, being advised by
his friends that a plot was laid by the prelates to seize him on the road; and that his cause was
undertaken by the chancellor of Oxford, the two proctors, and the greatest part of the senate, who,
in a letter sealed with the university seal, sent to the court, gave him a great commendation for
his learning, piety, and orthodox faith. (Appendix to Cave's Hist. Litt. art. " Joh. Wiclevus.")

(3) " Apud Dominicanos," Latin edition, p. 19: this is erroneously translated in Foxe's first Eng-
lish edition of 1563, p. 13, " Grey Friars," which has been retained in all succeeding editions.—ED.

(4) Ex Chron. mon. Alban. [The Godstow Chronicle tells us, " that this earthquake was on the
Wednesday before Whitsunday, [i. e. May 21st,] about one o'clock in the afternoon." See Lewis'
Hist. p. 332.—ED.]

c 2
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Richard fear, stoutly to proceed and go forward in their attempted enterprise :
who then discoursing WicklifFs articles, not according unto the sacred

A.D. canons of the holy Scripture, but unto their own private affections
1382· and men's traditions, pronounced and gave sentence, that some of

Deter_ them were simply and plainly heretical, other some half erroneous,
mination others irreligious, some seditious and not consonant to the church of
Articles6 Rome. * Besides1 the earthquake aforesaid, there happened another
ofwichff. sf-rallge an (j wonderful chance, sent by God, and no less to be marked

than the other, if it be true, that was reported by John Huss's
enemies. These enemies of his, amongst other principal points of
his accusation, objected and laid this to his charge at the Council of
Constance ; that he should say openly unto the people as touching
WicklifF, that at what time as a great number of religious men and
doctors were gathered together in a certain church to dispute against
Wickliff, suddenly, the door of the church was broken open with
lightning, in such sort, that his enemies hardly escaped without hurt.
This thing, albeit that it were objected against Huss by his adver-
saries (neither is it in the story of Wickliff, that I can find or know),
yet, forsomuch as he did not deny the same, neither, if he so said,
it seemeth that he would speak it without some ground or reason,
I have not thought it good to leave it clean out of memory. Of like
credit is this also, which is reported of Wickliff (which thing I do
here write only of report), that when as Wickliff was lying very sick
at London, certain friars came unto him to counsel him ; and when
they had babbled much unto him, as touching the catholic church, and
of |the acknowledging of his errors, and of the bishop of Rome ;
Wickliff, being moved with the foolishness and absurdity of their
talk, with a stout stomach, setting himself upright in his bed, repeated
this saying out of the Psalms, [cxviii. 17], " I shall not die, but I
shall live, and declare the works of the Lord;" the which thing, if it
be so true, as it is reported of some, it doth declare and show a
great fervency and desire of the spirit in that man, passing and
above the common state of our human nature and infirmity.2*

The causes alleged of the archbishop, William Courtney, for the
conventing together of the aforesaid council, with the time and place
thereof, and the articles of John Wickliff condemned therein, here
follow underwritten, truly copied out of the archbishop*^ own
registers.3

Process of Archbishop Courtney respecting Heresy.

, Be it remembered, that—whereas, as well among the nobles as the commons
of the realm of England, a rumor had spread of certain conclusions heretical
and erroneous, and repugnant ta the determinations of the church, and which
tend to overthrow the status of the whole church and of our province of Can-
terbury, and likewise the tranquillity of the realm, being preached in divers
places of our said province generally, commonly, and publicly—We William, by
divine permission archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all England, and legate

(1) For this passage, see edition 1563, pp. 95, 96 ; also the Latin Edition, 1559, p. 13.—ED.
(2) In Lewis's History, p. 64, another version of this story is given, which has been repeated by

many writers on the reformers, to the rejection of this more sober account from Foxe's own
•pen. The point of difference in Lewis's History, quoted from Bale, p. 469, is this: " Dr. WicklifF
immediately recovering strength, called his servants to him, and ordered them to raise him a little
on his pillows, which when they had done, he said with a loud voice, ' I shall not die, but live,
and declare the evil deeds of the friars;' on which the doctors, &c. departed from him in confusion,
and Dr. Wickliff recovered."—ED

(3) See the Appendix».
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of the apostolic see, being desirous to be certified of these matters, and to Richard
execute the duty of our office, did assemble together certain fellow-brethren, II·
our suffragans, and others a great many, doctors and bachelors of divinity and A.D.
of the canon and civil law, whom we believed to be the most famous and 1382.
skilful men and of the soundest judgment in religion in all the realm, whose
names hereunder follow. And on the 17th day, in the year of our Lord 1382,
the same being assembled in a certain chamber within the precincts of the
priory of the Preaching Friars at London, the said conclusions (the tenor
whereof hereunder ensueth) having been publicly propounded and distinctly
and clearly read before us and our aforesaid fellow-brethren then and there
personally present, we burdened our fellow-brethren and the doctors and
bachelors aforesaid, on the faith wherein they stood bound to our Lord
Jesus Christ, and as they would answer before the most High Judge in the day
of judgment, that they should severally tell us their opinion touching the said
conclusions.

And at length, after deliberation had upon the premises, our fellow-brethren Certain of
the bishops, and the doctors and bachelors aforesaid, being re-assembled before COnC

ciu- S

us on the 21st day of the same month in the chamber aforesaid, the said con- sions pro-
elusions being a second time read and clearly set forth, it was declared, with the f°^nc^d

common consent of us all, that some of the said conclusions are heretical, and retical,
others erroneous and contrary to the determination of the church, as hereafter shall others er-
more fully appear. And forsomuch as by sufficient information we find, that ronous-
the said conclusions have been, as is premised, preached in many places of our
said province, and that divers persons have held and maintained the same, and
be of heresy vehemently and notoriously suspected, we have instituted the pro-
cesses—as well general as special—which are underwritten.

The articles of John WicklifF here above specified, whereof some
ten were by these friars condemned as heretical, the rest as erroneous,
here in order follow, and are these : although it may be thought,
that some of them were made worse by their sinister collecting than
he meant them in his own works and writings,

The Articles of John WicklifF condemned as Heretical.
1. That the substance of material bread and wine doth remain in the

sacrament of the altar after consecration.
2. That the accidents do not remain without the subject in the same sacra-

ment, after consecration.
3. That Christ is not in the sacrament of the altar identically, truly, and

really, in his proper corporal person.
4. That if a bishop or a priest be in mortal sin, he doth not ordain, conse-

crate, nor baptize. l

5. That if a man be duly contrite, all exterior confession is to him super-
fluous and invalid.

6. That God ought to obey the devil.2

7. That it hath no foundation in the gospel, that Christ did ordain the mass.
8. That if the pope be a reprobate and an evil man, and consequently a

member of the devil, he hath no power over the faithful of Christ given to him
by any, unless it be by Caesar [or, except peradventure it be given him by
the emperor].

9. That after Urban VI. none other is to be received for pope, but that
Christendom ought to live after the manner of the Greeks under its own laws.

10. That it is against the sacred Scripture, that ecclesiastical persons should
have any temporal possessions.3

The other Articles of John Wickliff, condemned as Erroneous.
11. That no prelate ought to excommunicate any man except he first know

him to be excommunicate of God.
(1) Id est, " indigne haec facit," exponit Joan. Huss. [Lat. Ed. p. 26.—ED.]
(2) This article is either slanderously reported, or else can hardly be defended. [This sixth

article is inserted from the Latin Edition, p. 26, " Deus debet obedire diabolo," to which our author
attaches a side-note, " Calumniam sapit." It is also referred infra, p. 32. See Appendix.—ED.]

(3) He meaneth church goods not to be so peculiar to ministers, but that they may be taken
away if they so deserve.
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Richard 12. That he who doth so excommunicate, is thereby himself either a heretic
Ir· or excommunicated.

^ D 13. That a prelate or bishop excommunicating a cleric who hath appealed to
1382. t n e king or the council of the realm, in so doing is a traitor to the king and the

— realm.
14. That they who leave off to preach or hear the word of God or the gospel

preached, for fear of such excommunication, are already excommunicate, and in
the day of judgment shall be counted traitors to God.

15. That it is lawful for any deacon or presbyter to preach the word of God,
without the authority or license of the apostolic see or any other of its
catholics.1

16. That a man is no civil lord, nor bishop, nor prelate, as long as he is in
mortal sin.2

17. Also, that temporal lords may at will take away their temporal goods
from churches habitually delinquent.3

18. That tithes are pure almose, and that parishioners may for the offences
of their curates detain them, and bestow them on others at pleasure; and that
tenants [populares] may correct delinquent landlords [dominos] at will.

19. Also, that special prayers, applied to any one person by prelates or
religious men, do no more profit the same person, than general prayers would,
cceteris paribus, profit him.

20. That whosoever doth give any almose unto friars, or to any friar that
preacheth, is excommunicate; as also is he that taketh.

21. Moreover, in that any man doth enter into any private religion what-
soever, he is thereby made more unapt and unable to observe the command-
ments of God.

22., That holy men, who have instituted any private religions whatsoever (as
well of seculars having possessions, as of begging friars who have none), in so
instituting did err.

23. That religious men living in private religions are not of the Christian
religion.

24. That friars are bound to get their living by the labour of their hands, and
not by begging.

Names of The names of the jurors were these :—Eight bishops: William of Canterbury,
the jurors William of Winchester, John of Durham, Thomas of Exeter, John of Hereford,
theWhwere R a l P h o f Sarum, Thomas of Rochester, and friar William Bottlesham, bishop
referred. Nanetensis. Doctors of civil and canon law, fourteen: John Appelby, dean of

St. Paul's; John Waltham^ canon of York; Thomas Baketon, archdeacon
of London ; Nicholas Chaddesdene, Ralph Gregrisyow, Thomas Stowe, John
Blawnchard, William Rocoumbe, John Lydeford, John Welbourne; William
Flaynburgh, Adam de Mottrum, licentiate in the Decrees; Thomas Braundon, John
Prophet, rector of Hadesham in Kent, the pope's public notary. Three Preaching
friars of London : William Syward, prior, John Parys, John Langley. Four
Minorites ; William Folvyle, Hugh Karlel, Roger Fryseby, Thomas Bernwell.
Augustine friars, four: Thomas Ayshbourne, John Bankyn, Robert Waldeby,
John Horninton. Carmelites, four: Robert Glanvile, William Dys, John
Lovey, John Kyningham. And Monks, two: John Wells, monk of Ramsey,
John Bloxham, warden of Merton Hall, Oxford. Bachelors of divinity, six:
Robert Humbleton, William Pickweth, John Lyndlowe, Dominicans; Ralph
Wych, Franciscan; John Chiseldene, John Toniston, Carmelites.

**When these conclusions were thus condemned in the council of
the earthquake (as Wicldiff called it), it was given forth in command-

(1) " Hunc articulum explanat et emollit Joan. Huss." Lat. Ed. p* 26.—ED.
(2) This article, peradventure, was not so straitly meant of him as it was gathered of them, as is

aforesaid.
(3) This article expoundeth the 10th article above. [" Forte adversarii depravant articulum."

See the Latin Edition, p. 26.—ED.]
(4) From the edition of 1563 p 97 and the Latin Edition 1559 p 14 Foxe however there
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ment unto friar Peter Stokes, a Carmelite, at Oxford, and unto the Richard
bishop of London, that by their means the condemnation of the '.
conclusions should be published throughout the university and the A.D.
whole province,* in form as followeth :— 1382>

The Mandate of the Archbishop of Canterbury directed to the
Bishop of London, against John Wicldiff and his Adherents.

William, by divine permission archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all
England, and legate of the apostolic see, to our reverend brother, by the grace of
God bishop of London, greeting, and brotherly love in the Lord. The prelates
of churches ought so much the more vigilantly to intend the keeping of the
Lord's flock committed unto them, by how much the more they know that
wolves, dressed up in sheep's clothing, be fraudulently going about to worry
and scatter the sheep. Truly, by continual cry and bruited fame (which it
gvieveth us to relate) it is come to our hearing, that although, by the canonical
sanctions, no man, being forbidden or not sent, ought to usurp to himself the
office of preaching, publickly or privily, without the authority of the apostolic
see or of the bishop of the place; yet notwithstanding, certain, being sons of
perdition under the veil of great sanctity, are brought into such a doating mind,
that they take upon them authority to preach, and are not afraid to affirm, and
teach, and generally, commonly, and publicly to preach, as well in the churches
as in the streets, and also in many other profane places of our said province,
certain propositions and conclusions hereunder recited, both heretical, erroneous,
and false, condemned by the church of God, and repugnant to the determinations
of holy church, which threaten to subvert the whole status of the same, and of
our province of Canterbury, and to weaken and destroy the tranquillity of the
realm; who also infect therewith very many good Christians, causing them
lamentably to err from the catholic faith, without which there is no salvation.

We therefore—considering that so pernicious a mischief as this is, which may
creep amongst many, with its deadly contagion slaying their souls, we ought
not to suffer and by dissimulation to pass over, lest their blood be required at
our hands, but wishing as much as is permitted us from above to extirpate the
same—with the counsel and assent of many of our brethren and suffragans, we
convoked divers doctors of divinity and professors of the canon and civil law
and other clerks, the best learned within the realm, and of the soundest judg-
ment in the catholic faith, to give their opinions and judgments concerning the
aforesaid conclusions. But, forsomuch as the said conclusions and assertions Had ye
having been in the presence of us and our fellow-brethren and the other convo- tried
cates openly expounded and diligently examined, it was in the end found and theTruth
unanimously declared, that some of those conclusions were heretical, and some you
of them erroneous and repugnant to the determinations of the church, as they jJaveld

are hereunder described; we charge and command your brotherhood, and in found ;
virtue of holy obedience firmly enjoin you, to enjoin all and singular our them
brethren the suffragans of our church of Canterbury, with all the speed you wisef
possibly can, as we do hereby enjoin them and each of them and yourself, that
every of them, in their own cathedral churches, and in the other churches of
their cities and dioceses, do admonish and warn ; and that you in your own
church, and the other churches of your city and diocese, do admonish and
warn; as we, by the tenor of these presents, do admonish and straitly warn;
once, twice, and thrice, assigning for the first admonition one day, for the
second admonition another day, and for the third admonition, canonical and
peremptory, another day—That no man henceforth, of what estate or condition
soever, do hold, teach, preach, or defend the aforesaid heresies and errors, or
any of them ; nor that he admit to preach any one that is prohibited or not sent
to preach, or any one else of whom there is any doubt; nor that he hear or
hearken to any one preaching the said heresies or errors, or any of them; nor that
he favour or adhere to him, either publicly or privily; but that immediately

sedis legatus, dilecto in Christo filio fratri Petro Stokys, sacras paginae professori, ordinis Carmeli-
tarum, salutem, gratiam, et benedictionem. Ecclesiarum praelati circa gregis Domini sibi
commissi, &c. (usque ad, 'ferimus in his scriptis.'") Then follow the heretical and erroneous
conclusions; after which the letter concludes thus :—"In quorum omnium testimonium sigillum
nostrum privatum duximus apponendum Dat. in Manerio nostro de Otteford, 28o die mensis
Maji, A.D. 1382, et nostrae translationis anno prime.'—ED.
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Richard he shun and avoid him, as he would avoid a serpent putting forth pestiferous
ll- poison ; under pain of the greater curse : the which against all and singular who

^ JJ shall be rebellious in this behalf, and shall not regard our monitions, after that
1382* t n o s e three days be past which are assigned for the canonical monition, their

— delay, fault, and offence committed so requiring, we do hereby pronounce, for
then as for now, and do command to be fulminated, both by every one of our
fellow-brethren and suffragans in their cities and dioceses, and by you in your
city and diocese, so much as belongeth both to you and to them.

He that And furthermore, we for our part will and command our aforesaid fellow-
kouetshail k r e t n r e n> a ^ a n d singular, through you, by the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
think he Christ, and likewise exhort you, that as, according to the institution of the sacred
doth God .canons, they be in their respective cities and dioceses inquisitors of heretical
service. Pravity» a n ^ )T°U a l s o m yom* cltY a n ( l diocese be the like inquisitor of heretical

pravity, that of such presumptions they and you carefully and diligently
inquire, and that both they and you (according to the duty of your office) do
proceed effectually against the same, to the honour and praise of His name that
was crucified, and for the preservation of the orthodox faith.1

Given at our manor of Otteford, the last day but one of May, in the year of
our Lord MCCCLXXXII. and the first of our translation.

MATTERS INCIDENT OF ROBERT RYGGE, CHANCELLOR OF OXFORD,

NICHOLAS HEREFORD, AND PHILIP REPPYNGDON, WITH OTHER.2

The chancellor the same time in Oxford was Master Robert
Rygge; *3who, as it seemeth, inclining and favouring WicklifFs
part, as much as he could or durst, providing for the defence of the
truth, many times dissembled and cloked certain matters, and often-
times (as opportunity would serve) preferred and holpe forward the
cause of the gospel, which was then in great danger. But when the
time was come, that there must needs be sermons made unto the
people, he committed the whole doings thereof to such as he knew to
be most addict and greatest favourers of John WicldifF.* The two
proctors were John Huntman and Walter Dish; who then, as far as
they durst, favoured the cause of John Wickliff and that side.
Insomuch that the same time and year, which was A.D. J8S2, when
certain public sermons should be appointed customably at the feast
of the Ascension and of Corpus Christi to be preached in the cloister
of St. Frideswide (now called Christ's Church), before the people,
by the chancellor aforesaid and the proctors, the doings hereof
the chancellor aforesaid and proctors had committed to Philip Rep-
pyngdon and Nicholas Hereford, so that Hereford should preach
on the Ascension-day, and Reppyngdon on Corpus Christi-day.

Hereford First Hereford beginning, was noted to defend John WicklifF openly,
onethe

mg to be a faithful, good, and innocent man ; for the which no small
£oneday, a^° ^ h outcries was among the friars. This Hereford, after he had
wickiiff11 ^on£ favoured and maintained WicklifFs part, grew first in suspicion
[May 15J amongst the enemies of the truth ; for as soon as he began somewhat
•1382.] liberally and freely to pronounce and utter any thing which tended to

the defence of WicklifF, by-and-by the Carmelites and all the orders
of religion were in his top, and laid not a few heresies unto his charge,
the which they had strained here and there out of his sermons, and
had compiled together in a certain form by the hands of certain
notaries, through the industry and diligence of one Peter Stokes, a
Carmelite, a kind of people prone and ready to all kind of mischief,

(1) Yea, rather, for the honour of your pope, and the destruction of Christian faith.
(2) See the Appendix, (3) Edition 1563, p. 97, and Latin Edition, 1559, p. 14.—ED.
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uproars, debate, and dissension, **as though they were born and pro- Richard
vided only for that purpose, utterly unprofitable and nothing worth !
for any thing else. Much like thing do divers writers (such as A D ·
entreat of the properties of beasts) write of the nature of certain 1 3 8 2 t

spiders ; that whatsoever pleasant juice is in herbs, they suck it out,
and convert it into poison. But these cowled merchants in this behalf
do pass all the spiders, for whatsoever is worst and most pestilent in a
man, that do they hunt out and seek for, and with their teeth even,
as it were, gnaw it out; and of the opinions which be good, and
agreeable with verity, they do make schisms and heresies. Such is the
aptness of art. when nature helpeth thereunto.* After this, the
feast of Corpus Christi drew near, upon which day it was looked for
that Reppyngdon should preach. This man was a canon of Leicester,
and had before taken his first degree unto doctorship; who preaching
the same time at Brackley in Northamptonshire,2 for the same sermon
h fi d d h d f h h i i l b d f hhe became first suspected and hated of the pharisaical brood of the ^ o n

friars ; but, through the great and notable dexterity of his wit which ofLeices-
all men did behold and see in him, accompanied with like modesty wardsei

and honesty, he did so overcome, or at least assuage, this cruelty and £incoin°f

persecution which was towards him, that shortly after, by the consent
of the whole fellowship, he was admitted doctor ; who as soon as he Com-
had taken it upon him, by-and-by he stepped forth in the schools, 5J j^ t h

and began immediately to show forth and utter that which he had
long hidden and dissembled, protesting openly that in all moral
matters he would defend Wickliff; but as touching the sacrament, he
would as yet hold his peace, until such time as the Lord should
otherwise illuminate the hearts and minds of the clergy.

Now the day of Corpus Christi aforesaid approaching near, when
the friars understood that this man should preach shortly, these '
Babylonians fearing lest that he would scarce civilly or gently rub j
the galls of their religion, convented with the archbishop of Canter-
bury, that the same day, a little before Philip should preach, WicklifF's \
conclusions, which were privately condemned, should be openly ^ u r s

defamed in the presence of the whole university; the doing of which day, June
matter was committed to Peter Stokes, friar, standard-bearer and chief5th]

champion of that side against Wickliff, as is before declared. stokes,
There were also letters sent unto the chancellor, that he should JeSerrd"

help and aid him in the publishing of the same conclusions.3 pV ŝts

(1) Edition 1563, p. 101, and Latin Edition, p. 19.—ED. (2) See the Appendix.
(3) The following is the letter, as transcribed from Walden's ' Fasciculus.' See Appendix.—ED.
Litera quam misit drchiepiscopus cancellario Oxon., ut assisteret fratri Petro Stokys in publicatione

ejusdem commissionis sub hac forma.
In Christo fili, miramur non modicum et turbamur, quod, cum ille Magister Mcolaus Herforde

super praedicationibus et doctrina haereticarum et erronearum conclusionum notorie reddatur sus-
pectus, sicut nos vobis alias retulisse meminimus, extunc vos sibi adeo favorabilem [sic M.S.] ex-
hibuistis, ut excellenciorem et digniorem anni sermonem in Uniyersitate vestra vobis et cancellario
qui pro tempore fuit deputatum, ut nostis, assignaretis eidem Nicolao absque difficultate qualibet
inibi praedicandum. Vobis ergo consulimus et hortamur in visceribus Jesu Christi quod talibus
nullum de caetero praesumatis impartiri favorem, ne ipsorum secta et numero unus esse videamini,
et exinde contra vos officii vestri debitum nos oporteat exercere: Quoniam adversus hujusmodi
prassumptorum audaciam dominus noster Rex et Proceres regni in processus nostri subsidium
nobis et suffraganeis nostris sic promiserunt assistere, quod per Dei gratiam diucius non regnabunt.
Et ut talium praesum-ptorum consortia et opiniones erroneas abhorrere dicamini [sic MS. pro
discamini], dilecto filio meo fratri Petro Stokys sacrae paginas professori ordinis Carmelitarum in
publicatione literarum nostrarum sibi contra conclusiones hujusmodi directarum pro defencione ca-
tholicie fiuei yiriliter adhaerere curetis, et literas illas in scholis theologicis Universitatis prsedictae
per Bedellum illius facultatis in proxima lectura inibi facienda absque diminutione quacunque
faciatis effectualiter publicari, nobis illico rescribentes quid feceritis in hac parte. Scriptum in
manerio nostro de Otteforde penultimo die Maii. Semper in Christo Valete."—ED.



26 NOTES OF REPPYNGDQN'S SERMON.

Richard * Robert Ry gge1 (as we have said before) was chancellor at that
IL time, who (albeit privily) with all labour and diligence that he might,

A. D. endeavoured himself to prefer the gospel. Who having received the
13'82. archbishop^s letters and perceived the malicious and wicked enter-

prise of the Carmelite, was wonderfully moved against him, and
falling out with him and his like (not without cause) for perturbing
and troubling the state of the university, said, that by them and their
means the privileges and liberties of the university were enerved and
weakened, affirming also, that neither the bishop nor the archbishop
had any rule or power over that university, nor should not have, in
the determination of any heresies. And afterward taking deliberation,
calling together the proctors, with other regents and non-regents, he
did openly say and affirm, that he would by no means assist or help
the Carmelite in his doings or enterprise.*

These things thus done and finished, Reppyngdon at the hour
appointed proceeded to his sermon; in the which sermon, among
many other things, he was reported to have uttered these sayings, or
to this effect:

" That the pope or bishops ought not to be recommended #2and
Notes on ι ρ · ι r» * ι ι ι τ ">">

the ser- prayed tor in sermons before* temporal lords.
Rappfng- A ^ 0 ' " T n a t i n a ^ m o r a l m a t t e r s n e would defend Master
ton. Wickliff as a true catholic doctor."

Moreover, " That the duke of Lancaster was very earnestly affected
and minded in this matter, and would, that all such should be re-
ceived under his protection ;" besides many things more, which touched
the praise and defence of Wickliff.

And finally, in concluding his sermon, he dismissed the people
with this sentence; " I will," said he, " in the speculative doctrine,
as appertaining to the matter of the sacrament of the altar, keep
silence and hold my peace, until such time as God otherwise shall
instruct and illuminate the hearts of the clergy·

When the sermon was done, Rappyngton entered into St. Frides-
wide's church, accompanied with many of his friends, who, as the
enemies surmised, were privily weaponed under their garments, if
need had been. Friar Stokes, the Carmelite aforesaid, suspecting all
this to be against him, and being afraid of hurt, kept himself within the
sanctuary of the church, not daring as then to put out his head. The
chancellor and Reppyngdon, friendly saluting one another in the
church-porch, sent away the people, and so departed every man home
to his own house. There was not a little joy throughout the whole

eSity university for that sermon ; but in the mean time, the unquiet and
rejoiceth. k u s v Carmelite slept3 not this matter. For first, by his letters he

declared the whole order of the matter unto the archbishop, exag-
(1) Edition 1563, p. 101, and Latin Edition, 1559, p. 19.—ED.
(2) In the first Edition of Foxe, p. 97, and the Latin, 1559, p. 14, the notes on Reppyngdon's

sermon slightly vary from later editions. They are as follow : " First, Whoso doth recommend
the pope or bishops above the temporal lords, doeth contrary and against the holy Scripture.
Secondly, That Master Wickliif is a true catholic doctor. Thirdly, That Wickliff never determined
or talked otherwise, as touching the matter of the sacrament of the altar, than according to the
mind and intent of the whole universal church of God. Fourthly, That his opinion concerning
the sacrament of the altar is most true." At p. 102 of the same edition, the first note is thus
stated: " That temporal lords ought to be recommended and prayed for in sermons before the
pope or any bishops." Whence the words in the text between asterisks are inserted. The
corresponding words in the Latin Edition, p. 19, are these: " Dominos temporales debere prius
recommendari in sermonibus quam papam vel episcopos."—En.

(3) " Nee interim conquieseit irrequietus Carmelita." Latin Edition, p. 1 9 . ~ E D .
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gerating the perils and dangers that he was in, requiring and desiring Richard
his help and aid, pretermitting nothing whereby to move and stir up !—
the archbishop's mind, who of his own nature was as hot as a toast
(as they say), and ready enough to prosecute the matter of his own
accord, though no man had prickt him forward thereunto; pouring
oil into the burning flame. * x T h e archbishop hearing this, was
moved and angered, and calling together the whole convocation,
commanded Rygge, the chancellor, and the proctors, John Huntman
and Walter Dish, to be sent for, with one Master Brightwell, against
whom he would attempt and lay certain suspicions, or rather evi-
dences,2 to convict them for taking Wickliff's part.*

But besides all this, the Tuesday after,3 with a fierce and bold
courage the said friar, breathing out threatenings and heresies against
them, took the way unto the schools, minding there to prove, that the whether
pope and the bishops ought to be prayed for before the lords tern- weere°tods

poral. Whiles this friar was thus occupied in the schools, he was £Ο

Θ

Γ

Ρ^^
mocked and derided of all men, and the same day he was sent for by the
the archbishop to London; whom, immediately after, the chancellor The°friar
and Brightwell followed up,4 to purge and clear themselves and their fn

er

t̂

d

adherents from the accusations of this friar Peter. * xThey at first schools.
denied, and by excusing themselves with fair words and doubtful
sentences went about to slip their heads out of the collar.* At
length, they being examined upon WicklifF's Conclusions that were
condemned, they did all consent that they were worthily condemned.
The chancellor being afterwards accused for the contempt of the
archbishop's letters, when as he perceived and saw that no excuse
would prevail, to avoid that danger, humbling himself upon his knees,
he desired pardon ; the which when he had now again (albeit very
hardly) obtained by the help of the bishop of Winchester, he was
sent away again with certain commandments and suspensions of
heretics ; * ] and under this condition, that so soon as he was returned
home, making inquisition throughout the university, he should put to
silence all such as he found to be the favourers of Wickliff, Hereford,
Reppyngdon, Ashton, and Bedman ; and that he should also publish,
in the head church of the university, all Wickliff's Conclusions to be
condemned, and that all other, whosoever he took or found to be an
adherent unto Wickliff's sect or faction, that he should either put
them to their purgation, or cause them to abjure; unto whom when
the chancellor answered again, that he durst not do it for fear of death,
" W h a t ! " said the archbishop, " is Oxford such a nestler and
favourer of heresies, that the catholic truth cannot be published ?"

Hereby it appearetli (to note here by the way concerning this uni-
versity) that Oxford amongst all other schools and universities that
I hear of, was the first and most forward in setting forth and main-
taining the truth of all this Christian religion and doctrine, which
now, through the operation of Christ, is spread so far and wide
abroad. Wherefore, as this university of Oxford may worthily
challenge the first praise hereof, under the Lord, amongst all other
Christian schools, so is it to be wished of the Lord, that the said
university now will show herself no less fervent and studious in re-

(1) See Edition of 15G3, p. 07, arid Latin Edition, 1559, p. 15.—ED. (2) See Appendix
(3) June 10th, See Appendix.—Ευ. (4) Wednesday, June 11th.— LD.
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Richard taming or defending the same, which she so fervently set forth in the
! beginning.*

A.D. For confirmation of the foregoing history hereunder follow —
1382. & & . J

The Process and Commandments aforesaid, taken out of the Arch-
bishop's Register.1

Item, on the twelfth day of June, A.D. 1382, in the chamber of the friars
preachers, master Robert Rygge, chancellor of the university of Oxford, and
Thomas Brightwell, professors of divinity, being appointed the same day and
place by the reverend father in God, the archbishop of Canterbury, appeared
before him in the presence of the reverend father in Christ, lord William, by the
grace of God bishop of Winchester, and divers doctors and bachelors of divinity
and of the canon and civil law, whose names are under recited. And first, the
said chancellor, by the lord archbishop of Canterbury being examined what his
opinion was touching the aforesaid conclusions, publicly affirmed and declared
that certain of those conclusions were heretical, and certain erroneous, as the
other doctors and clerks before mentioned had declared. And then immediately
next after him, the aforesaid Thomas Brightwell was examined, who, upon some
of the conclusions at first somewhat staggered, but, in the end, being by the said
archbishop diligently examined upon the same, did affirm and repute the same
to be heretical and erroneous, as the aforesaid chancellor had done. Another
bachelor of divinity also there was, named , who stammered at some of
those conclusions, but in the end he affirmed that his opinion therein was, as
was the judgment of the aforesaid chancellor and Thomas Brightwell, as is
above declared. Whereupon the said lord archbishop of Canterbury, willing to
let and hinder the peril of such heresies and errors, delivered unto the aforesaid
chancellor, there being publicly read, his letters-patent to be executed, the
tenor whereof in these words doth follow.

A Letter of William Courtney, Archbishop of Canterbury, to the
Chancellor of Oxford, against Wickliff and his Adherents.

William, by divine permission archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all
England, and legate of the apostolic see, to our well-beloved son in Christ, the
chancellor of the university of Oxford, greeting, grace, and benediction. The
prelates of the church ought so much the more vigilantly to intend the keeping
of the Lord's flock committed to them, by how much the more they know that
wolves, dressed up in sheep's clothing, be fraudulently going about to worry
and scatter the sheep. Truly, by continual cry and bruited fame (as it grieveth
us to relate) it is come to our ears, &c. [as far as the words " as hereunder are
described " in the archbishop's mandate, p. 23, 1. 43.] We charge, therefore,
and command, and firmly enjoin you, that in the church of the blessed Mary in
Oxford, on those days when accustomably the sermon is made there, as also in
the schools of the said university on the days when the lectures be read, ye
publish, and cause by others to be published, to the clergy and people, as well
in the vulgar as in the Latin tongue, plainly, clearly, and without any curious
implications of terms, that the said heretical and erroneous conclusions, so
repugnant to the determination of holy church, have been (as is aforesaid) and
are condemned; the which conclusions we also declare by these our letters to
be condemned : And, furthermore, that you forbid and canonically admonish, and
cause to be forbidden and admonished, as we by the tenor of these presents do
forbid and admonish once, twice, thrice, and that peremptorily, that none hereafter
hold, teach, preach, or defend, the aforesaid heresies and errors, or any of them,
either in the schools or out of them, even under any sophistical cavillations: nor
that any admit to preach, or hear or hearken to, John Wickliff, Nicholas
Hereford, Philip Rappyngdon, (canon regular), John Ashton, or Lawrence
Bedeman, who be vehemently and notoriously suspected of heresy, or any other
whatsoever so suspected or defamed; nor either publicly or privately aid or
fautor them, but immediately shun and avoid the same as a serpent putting
forth pestiferous poison.

And furthermore, we suspend the said suspected persons from every scholastic
act, till such time as they shall purge their innocence before us in this behalf;

(1) See the Appendix.
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and we enjoin that you denounce the same to have been and to be by us sus- Richard
pended, and that ye cause inquiry to be made faithfully and diligently through JI·
all the halls of the said university for all their fautors; and that when you shall . ~
have intelligence of their names and persons, ye compell them all and singular
by ecclesiastical censures and other pains canonical, to abjure these their _ _ _ _ _
excesses, under pain of the greater curse, which against all and singular who
shall rebel and disobey our monitions, their fault, deceit, and offence so
requiring, after the third monition (which we deem canonical in this behalf),
we now as well as then do hereby pronounce, specially reserving to ourselves
the absolution of all and singular who shall incur (which God forbid) this
sentence sent forth by us. And we exhort you, chancellor, by the sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus Christ, that you henceforth labour to the uttermost of your
power, that, if there be any of the clergy and people within your jurisdiction
who have erred from the catholic faith, they may be recovered from their error,
to the laud and honour of His name that was crucified, and the preservation of
the orthodox faith. And our will is further, that of what you shall do in the
premises, and of the manner and form of your process to be made in this behalf,
you do, when required thereto on our part, plainly and distinctly certify us by
your letters patent, having the tenor hereof.

Given at our manor of Lambeth, under our private seal, the twelfth day of
June, A.D. 1382, and in the first year of our translation.

The conclusions and articles here mentioned in this letter are
above prefixed j 1 of which some were condemned for heretical, some
for erroneous.

After this, the same day and place, the aforesaid lord archbishop of
Canterbury, delivered his letters monitory to the aforesaid chancellor
of Oxford, for the repressing of this doctrine; which still notwithstand-
ing, both then, and yet to this day (God be praised), doth remain:
the copy of his monition to the chancellor here, out of his own re-
gister, followeth.

The Monition of William Courtney, archbishop of Canterbury, unto
the aforesaid Chancellor of Oxford.

In the name of God, Amen. Whereas we William, by divine permission
archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all England, and legate of the apostolic
see, did, with the consent of our suffragans, cause to be assembled certain
clerics, secular and regular, of the university of general study at Oxford, within
our province of Canterbury, and others who are sound in the catholic faith, to
inform us touching and upon certain heretical and erroneous conclusions
generally and commonly preached and published in divers places of our
province of Canterbur}', to the subverting of the whole church and our said
province; and whereas, after full deliberation had upon the same, by the
unanimous sentence of us and our said suffragans and the other convocates, it
was declared, that some of those conclusions are heretical, and some erroneous
and notoriously repugnant to the determination of the church, and have been
and are condemned by the church, which also in addition we declare to be so
condemned: and whereas we have learned from the testimony of trustworthy
persons, and from experience of the fact, that thou, master Robert Rygge,
chancellor of the university aforesaid, hast somewhat inclined and dost still
incline to the aforesaid conclusions so condemned, whom therefore in this
behalf we hold suspected of an intention by your crafty contrivances de facto
to annoy in many ways the said clerics who were so summoned, and others who
(as in duty bound) adhere to and favour us in the matter, and on that very
pretext: Therefore, we admonish thee, master Robert, the chancellor aforesaid,
once, twice, and thrice, and peremptorily, that thou do not grieve, let, or molest,
judicially or extra-judicially, publicly or privily, the aforesaid clerics, secular or
regular, or such as favour them in the premises, in their scholastic acts, or on
any other occasion whatever, neither cause or procure, directly or indirectly,
by yourself or any one else, that they be so grieved, let, or molested,, neither

(1) See supra, p. 21.—ED.
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Richard permit as far as in you lieth that they be so grieved; and that you permit no
H' one henceforth in the university aforesaid to hold, teach, preach, or defend the

~A~T)~ heresies and errors aforesaid, or any of them, in the schools or out of them;
1382* a n ^ ^ a t y ° u ^° n o t a c * m * t t o P r e a c n John Wickliff, Nicholas Hereford, Philip

L Rappyngdon (canon regular), John Ashton, or Laurence Bedman, who are noto-
riously suspected of heresy, or any one else so suspected or diffamed, bui
suspend them from every scholastic act, until they have purged their innocence
in this behalf before us, under pain of the greater excommunication, which
against thy person, if you shall not with effect obey these our monitions, thy
fault, deceit, and offence in this behalf so requiring, after the said warning
(which in this behalf we deem canonical), we do now as then and then as now,
pronounce hereby; specially reserving to ourselves the absolution from this
extreme excommunication if it should happen thee (which God forbid) to incur
the same.

* l But to the story again. The next day the matter was declared
unto the council by the archbishop, whereby the chancellor received
a new commandment from the king's council, that with all diligence
lie should execute the archbishop"^ injunction. With these com-
mandments he returned home.2*

First Then began the hatred on either part somewhat to appear and
οηίύΓ show; and specially all men were offended and in the tops of the
trouble. f r ] a r s a n ( j religious men, unto* whom whatsoever trouble or

mischief was raised up, they did impute it, as to the authors and
causers of the same. *1And, in my mind, not without cause, for what
trouble or business hath there ever been, where men of religion have
not been the ringleaders, both in city, town, and country: in all
places they creep, in all matters they meddle. And as in Christ's
time none were more against him than they who professed most
sanctimony, so now amongst all sorts of men none more against true
religion than they who most professed religion ;* amongst whom

Henry there was one Henry Crompe, a monk Cistercian, a well learned
ai°ac?e' divine, who afterward was accused by the bishops of heresy. He at
others* ^ n a ^ time w a s openly suspended4 by the chancellor, because in his lec-
accused * u r e s n e c a ^ e ( ^ the Lollards " heretics," from his acts (as they term
Mmseif, them in the schools).5 Then he, coming by and by up to London,
of heresy. m a ( j e j^g complaint unto the archbishop and to the king's council.

**Whereupon the chancellor and the proctors were again sent for in
the king's and the council's name.* Whereupon he obtained a decree
of the king's council, by virtue whereof he, returning again to the
university, was to be released and restored to his former state;
and afterward a letter of the king himself, the words of which
letter hereafter follow.6

Mention was made (as you heard) a little before, how Master Rygge,
chancellor of Oxford, coming up with Master Brightwell to the arch-
bishop of Canterbury, was there straitly examined of the conclusions
of Wickliff; where he, notwithstanding, through the help of the
bishop of Winchester obtained pardon, and was sent away again with

and Rep- commandments and charges to seek out all the favourers of John
flyntodt°he Wickliff. This commandment being received, Nicholas Hereford
Lancalf a n < ^ Ρ ^ Ψ Reppyngdon, being privily warned by the said chancellor,

(1) From edition 1563, p. 97, and Latin Edition, 1559, p. 15.—ED.
(2) The chancellor reached Oxford by Saturday June 14th. See Appendix.—ED.
(3) All the editions, but that of 1563, read " upon."—ED.
(4) Ail the editions but that of 1563 read erroneously " suspected."—En.
(6) " Ab actibus suis (ut cum scholis loquar) publice suspenditur per cancellarium.'; Lat. ed.

p. I."».—ED. t (6) See infra, p. 43.—Ei>.
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m the mean season conveyed them out of sight, and fled to the duke Richard
of Lancaster for succour and help ;* *2but, the bishop's aiders were at !
hand (as it were serpents lying in wait), to bite Christ by the heel; A.D.
unto whom the duke showed himself at the first somewhat sharp;* but *382·
whether for fear or for what cause else, I cannot say, *2overcome by
the bishop's adherents,* in the end he forsook his poor and miserable
clients. * 2 Who being put back from him, they were sent unto the
censure of the archbishop, as the proverb saith—from the hall to the
kitchen.*3

Examination of Nicholas Hereford, Philip Reppyngdon, and John
Ash ton.*

The eighteenth day of the month and year aforesaid (A.D. 1382), in the
chamber of the preaching friars aforementioned, before the aforesaid archbishop,
in the presence of divers doctors and bachelors of divinity, and of the canon
and civil law, whose names are underwritten, appeared master Nicholas Here-
ford, master Philip Rappyngdon, canon regular, doctors of divinity, and John
Ashton, bachelor of divinity; who, after a corporal oath taken to show their
judgment upon the conclusions aforesaid, were examined severally, each one
by himself, before the archbishop; when the said Nicholas and Philip there
required a longer day to deliberate upon the conclusions aforesaid, and to give
their answer unto the same in writing, and also required to have a copy of the
said conclusions to be delivered unto them, the which copy, the said Nicholas
and Philip, being openly read unto them, received. Also5 the aforesaid JohnAsh-
master John Ashton like wise was examined, and judicially admonished by the j^JV^j
said archbishop, by virtue of his oath, that he, setting aside all sophistical
words and subtleties, should fully and plainly say his mind upon the conclu-
sions aforesaid. And being asked, moreover, by the said archbishop, whether
he would have a further day to deliberate upon his answers, as the aforesaid Answer
Nicholas and Philip had before, he said expressly that he would not, but would of John
answer presently to those conclusions; and so for final answer said, as con- A s h t o n ·
cerning all these conclusions (containing them all together), that his judgment
was in this behalf to hold his peace. Wherefore the aforesaid archbishop,
reputing the said John herein to be suspected, admonished him in form of
words as followeth : " We admonish thee, John Ashton, whom we repute to be
notoriously defamed and suspected of heresy, the first, the second, and third
time, that in our province of Canterbury hereafter thou do not preach publicly
or privately without our special license, under pain of the greater curse, which
we denounce here by these presents against thy person, if thou obey not our
monitions, for now as for then." And consequently, forasmuch as the said
John, being asked of the archbishop, confessed that he had heard before of the
publication of the archbishop's mandate, wherein was inhibited that no person
prohibited or not sent should preach hereafter, the aforesaid archbishop assigned Ashton
to him the Friday next following, which was the twentieth day of the same admon-
month, after dinner, to appear before him either at Lambeth, or in the same ifgaln to
place, to say for himself wherefore he might not be pronounced a heretic, and appear
for such an one be denounced through his whole province. Also the said arch-
bishop assigned to the aforesaid Nicholas and Philip the said day and place,
to answer peremptorily and to speak fully and plainly to the conclusions afore-
said, all sophistication of words and disputation set apart.

The names of the friars that sat upon them.—Friars Preachers, seven :
Thomas Bernewell, William Suyard, William Pickworth, Thomas Whatelye,
Lawrence Grenham, John Leigh, John Hakett. Carmelites three: Walter
Dysshe, John Kynyngham, John Loveye. Augustine friar : Thomas Aysh-
bourne, doctor.

(1) On Monday, June 16th. See Appendix.—ED.
(2) Edition of 1563, p. 102, and Latin Edition, 1559, p. 20.—Ei).
(3) Ibid. p. 98, and the Latin, p. 20, where the proverb in Latin is "ab equis ad asinos." This

happened on Tuesday, June 17th. See Appendix.—ED.
(4) Ex. Regist. [WHkins's Cone. torn. iii. p. 160; whence the text has been corrected and im-

proved in several particulars.—ED.]
(5) Wilkins, iii. p. 161.—ED.
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Richard On the twentieth day aforesaid of the said month of June, the year and
n- place above prefixed, before the aforesaid archbishop, sitting in his tribunal

j ^ j) seat, in the presence of divers doctors of divinity, and lawyers both civil and
1382 c a n o n> personally appeared master Nicholas Hereford and master Philip Rep-

Pyngd°n> bachelors of divinity, and John Ashton, master of arts. Where the
aforesaid Nicholas and Philip, being required by the archbishop to answer and

^ t y * l i l h i j d h l i fid (f h i h
an^Re p g q y p
pyngdon* s a v ^ t y an(* plainly their judgment upon the conclusions prefixed (for which
«•.ppear. purpose the said archbishop had assigned to the said Nicholas and Philip the same

term), did exhibit to the said archbishop, there judicially sitting, certain
answers in writing contained, after the manner of indenture. The tenor of
which indenture, containing the aforesaid conclusions unto them moved as afore,
followeth in these words :

The Protestation1 of Nicholas Hereford and Philip Reppyngdon, with
their Articles and Answers to the same.

We protest here as before, publicly, in these presents, that we intend to be
humble and faithful children to the church and holy Scripture, and to obey in
all things the determinations of the church. And if it shall chance us at any
time, which God forbid, to swerve from this our intention, we submit ourselves
humbly to the correction of our reverend father, the lord archbishop of Canter-
bury and primate of all England ; and of all others who have interest to correct
such swervers. This protestation premised, thus we answer to the conclusions
aforesaid.

Articles, 1. "That the substance of material bread and wine remaineth in the sacra-
answer6 m e n t °^ ̂ e a^ t a r a^ t e r consecration."
answer. After any sense contrary to the Decretal2 beginning "Firmiter credimus,"

we grant that is heresy.
2. " That the accidents do not remain without the subject after consecration

of the sacrament."
After any sense contrary to the Decretal3 " Cum Marthse," we grant that it

is heresy;
3. " That Christ is not in the sacrament of the altar the self same, truly, and

really, in his proper corporal person.''
Although this conclusion, as the words stand, sound to be probable and intel-

ligible, yet in any sense contrary to the Decretal4 in the Clementines, "S i
Dominum," we grant that it is heresy. And, briefly, concerning this whole
matter of the sacrament of the altar, as touching also all other things, we profess
that we will, both in word and sense, hold with the holy Scripture, with the
determination of the holy church, and sayings of the holy doctors.

4. " Obstinately to affirm that it hath no foundation in the gospel, that Christ
ordained the mass."—We grant that it is heresy.

5. " That God ought to obey the devil."
In this sense, that God in his own person or essence ought to obey the devil

with the obedience of necessity, we grant that it is heresy.
6. " If a man be duly contrite, that all external confession is to him super-

fluous and unprofitable."—We grant that it is heresy.
7. " If the pope be a reprobate, and an evil man, and consequently a mem-

ber of the devil, he hath no power over the faithful of Christ given to him by
any, unless it be by Caesar."—We grant that it is heresy.

8. " That after pope Urban VI. none is to be received for pope; but that we
ought to live after the manner of the Grecians, under our own laws."—We
grant that it is heresy.

9. To say " that it is against the holy Scripture for ecclesiastical persons to
have temporal possessions."—If obstinacy be joined withal, we grant that it is
heresy.

10. " That no prelate ought to excommunicate any man, unless he know him
before to be excommunicate of God."—We grant that it is an error; understand-

(1) Wilkins, iii. p. 161. Foxe, by mistake, adds the name of John Ashton to this heading:,
whereas he would not answer.—ED.

(2) Decretal. Greg. IX. lib. i. tit. 1. cap. 1.—ED.
(3) Decretal. Greg. IX. lib. iii. tit. 41. cap. C—ED.
(4) Clementin. lib. iii. tit. 16.—ED.
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ing this knowledge to mean an experimental knowledge; so that herewith may Richard
stand the decree1 of the church, 11 q. 3, "Nemo Epi scop or urn." //.

11. " That he who doth so excommunicate, is thereby an heretic, or excom- n
municate."—After any sense agreeing to the other before, we grant it to be an f'
error. . . 1382,

12. " That a prelate excommunicating a clerk, who appealeth to the king or
council of the realm, in so doing is a traitor to God, the king, and the realm."—
We grant it is an error.

13. " That they who leave off to preach, or to hear the word of God and the
gospel preached, for the excommunication of men, are excommunicate and in
the day of judgment shall be counted traitors to God."—Understanding this
conclusion universally, so as Scripture and laws do understand such indefinite
propositions, we grant it is an error.

14. To affirm '* that it is lawful for any deacon or priest to preach the word
of God without the authority of the see apostolic, or catholic bishop, or of anv
other whose authority he knoweth sufficient."—We grant it is an error.

15. To affirm " that there is no civil lord, no bishop, nor prelate, while he is
in mortal sin."—Wre grant it is an error.

16. " That temporal lords may, at their pleasure, take away the temporal
goods from churches offending ' habitualiter.' "—Understanding this after this
sense, that they may so take away temporal goods of the churches, without the
cases limited in the laws of the church and kingdoms, we grant it is an error.

17. " That the vulgar people may correct the lords offending, at their plea-
sure."—Understanding by this word " may " that they may do it by the law,
we grant it is an error, because subjects have no power over their lords.

18. "That tithes be pure alms, and that parishioners may, for the offences
of their curates, detain the same, and bestow them to others at their pleasure."
—Understanding by this word "may" (as before) to be "may by the law,"
we grant it is an error.

19. "That special prayers, applied to anyone person by prelates or religious
men, do no more profit the same than general prayers, if there be no let by
the way to make them unlike."—Understanding this conclusion universally
negatively, and understanding by * special prayers' the prayers made upon
special devotion, and (general prayers' of general devotion; then after this sense,
that no such special prayers, applied to any one person by special orators, do
profit more specially the said person than general prayers do, which are made
of the same and for the same persons, we grant it is an error.

20. " That he that giveth alms to the friars, or to any friar that preacheth,
is excommunicate, as also is he that taketh."—Understanding this proposition
universally or conditionally, as is aforesaid, we grant it to be an error,

21. "That whoso entereth into any private religion whatsoever, is thereby
made more unapt and unmeet to obey the commandments of God."—We grant
it is an error.

22. " That such holy men as did institute any private religions whatsoever,
as well of seculars having possessions, as of friars having none, in so instituting
did sin."—Understanding this reduplicatively or universally, we grant it is an
error, after this sense, that what saints soever did institute private religion,
instituting the said religion upon that consideration as they did, did sin.

23. " That religious men, living in private religions, be not of the religion
of Christ."—Understanding the proposition universally, as is aforesaid, we
grant it is an error.

24. " That friars are bound to get their living by the labour of their hands,
and not by begging."—Understanding this proposition universally, as before,
we grant it is an error.

These things have we spoken, reverend father and lord, in all humility, under
your gracious supportation and benign correction, according to our abilities and
slender capacities, for this present (the honour of God, the verity of our belief,
and safe conscience always in all points reserved); more humbly yet beseech-
ing you, that, if it should seem unto your excellency and discretion that
we should have spoken otherwise either in substance or in manner, your gracious
fatherhood would vouchsafe to inform us as your sons by the sacred Scrip-
tures, by the determinations of the church, or authorities of the holy doctors;
and, doubtless, with most ready wills and obedient minds we will consent unto

(1) Decreti Pars ii. Causa xi. quaest. iii. cap 41 .—ED.
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84 EXAMINATION OF HEREFORD AND REPPYNGDON.

Richard your more wholesome doctrine. May it therefore please your most reverend
IL fatherhood, according to the accustomed manner of your benignity, favourably

~A~D~ t o a c c e P t t n e s e o u r words and sayings, forasmuch as the aforesaid conclusions
1382* w e r e n e v e r commonly by us either in the schools asserted, or else in sermons

— publicly preached.

When all these answers were made ornto the said lord archbishop of Canter-
bury, the said Nicholas and Philip, for that they answered not unto the sense
and words of the first conclusion expressly, but to the sense contrary to
the Decretal " Firmiter credimus," were there judicially examined what that
sense was, but they would not express the same. Then was it demanded
of them, according to the sense of the same conclusion declared on the
part of the said lord of Canterbury, whether the same material bread " in
numero," which before the consecration is laid upon the altar, remain in
its proper substance and nature after the consecration in the sacrament of the
altar ; and likewise of the wine. To1 this sense the said Nicholas and Philip
answered, that for that time they could say no more therein, than that they had
already answered, as was afore alleged, in the writing. And for that unto the
sense and words of the second conclusion they answered not fully and expressly,
but to the sensecontrary to the Decretal " Cum Marthae," being asked what that
sense was, they would not express the same. Therefore it was demanded of
them, according to the sense of the same conclusion declared on the part of the
said lord of Canterbury, whether those corporal accidences which formally were
in the bread and wine before the consecration of them, after the consecration
were in the same bread and wine, or else were subjected in any other substance.
To this sense they answered, that better to answer than before in the writing
they already had, for that time they could not. To the meaning also and
words of the third conclusion, for that they answered not plainly and expressly,
but to the sense contrary to the Decretal in the Clementines " Si Dominum,"
being asked what that sense was, they would not declare the same. Where-
fore it was then demanded of them, according to the sense of the same con-
clusion declared on the part of the said lord of Canterbury, whether the same
body of Christ, which was assumpted of the Virgin, be in the sacrament of
the altar " secundum seipsum," even as he is really in carnal substance, proper
essence, and nature. To this sense they answered, that for that time they
could say no more than that they had said, as was before specified in the
writing.

Furthermore, to the sense and text of the sixth conclusion for that they
answered not fully and expressly, being asked whether God ought any manner
of obedience to the devil or not, they said, " Yea, as the obedience of love,
because he loveth him, and punisheth him as he ought." And that God ought
so to obey the devil, they offered to prove to any one, on pain of being burnt.2

To the eleventh conclusion for that they answered not expressly, being asked
whether a prelate might excommunicate any man being in a state of grace,
they said, " Yea."

Unto the nineteenth conclusion for that they answered not fully, simply, and
expressly, being demanded whether special or general prayers did most profit
and were of greater force, they would not say but that special.

Unto the last conclusion for that they answered neither simply, nor expressly,
and being demanded particularly, whether any friar were bound to get his
living with his manual labour, so that it might not be lawful for them to live
by begging, they would make no answer at all.

Judi>- After that, the aforesaid lord archbishop of Canterbury demanded of all the
ments of aforesaid doctors, what their judgment was touching the answers that were
tors upon ma<^e u P o n all and singular such conclusions; all which doctors and every of
these them severally said, that all the answers, given unto the first, second, third, and
articles, sixth conclusions (as is before recited) were insufficient, heretical, and subtle;

and that all the answers made specially to the nineteenth and last conclusions,
as is above mentioned, were insufficient, erroneous, and perverse. Whereupon,
the said lord archbishop of Canterbury, considering the said answers to be insuf-

(1) Wilkins, p. 163.—ED.
(2) The Register speaks here in the singular number, as if only one of them had made this chal-

lenge : " Et ad probandum quod Deus debet taliter obedire diabolo, obtulit se sub pcena incendii
ad quemcunque."—ED.
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ficient, heretical, subtle, erroneous, and perverse, according as the said doctors Richard
did likewise consider (as is aforesaid), admonished the said Nicholas and 7 /-
Philip sufficiently under this form of words :— , · ~A~D~

Monition of the Archbishop to Nicholas Hereford and Philip .1 3 8 2 t

Reppyngdon.
The name of Christ being called upon, we William, by divine permission Admoni-

archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all England, and legate of the apostolic tion and
see, and through our whole province of Canterbury inquisitor of heretical S^Jj?11

pravity, seeing that you Nicholas Hereford and Philip Reppyngdon, professors arch-
of divinity, having this day and place assigned you by your own express con- bish°P>
sent and our prefixion, peremptorily to answer and to say fully and plainly the ex-
your opinion touching those conclusions whereunto we do refer you (all subtle, aminants.
and sophistical, or logical words set apart), being thereunto sworn, admonished,
and commanded, without any reasonable or legitimate cause, neither have been
willing, nor are willing, nay rather have contemptuously refused and still dost
refuse, to answer to some of those conclusions before us judicially, according to
our monition and commandment aforesaid, but have answered unto some of
them heretically, and to other some erroneously and not fully; we fully admo-
nish you once, twice, and thrice, and that peremptorily, that you and each of you,
fully and plainly (all subtle, sophistical, or logical words set apart) answer unto
the same conclusions, and that after the sense and meaning by us limited, under
the pain that otherwise such conclusions be held as by you confessed, and that
you be held as convicted touching the same conclusions.

Which admonition being made and done, for that the aforesaid Nicholas and
Philip would make none other answer, the said lord archbishop of Canterbury
concluded that business, prefixing and assigning unto the aforesaid Nicholas
and Philip the same day se'nnight, that is to say, until the twenty-seventh
day of the same month, that then they should appear before the said lord Another
archbishop of Canterbury, wheresoever within the same his province of Canter- ^edfor
bury he should then fortune to be, to hear his decree that should be made in them to
that behalf. This done, the aforesaid archbishop of Canterbury monished and aPPear·
cited lawfully and sufficiently John Ashton, under the tenor of these words
following.

Monition of the Archbishop to John Ashton.
The name of Christ being called upon, we William, by divine permission

archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all England, legate of the apostolic see,
and through our whole province of Canterbury inquisitor of heretical pravity,
seeing that thou John Ashton, master of arts and scholar in divinity, otherwise
appearing before us judicially, hast been corporally sworn on the book to speak
the plain verity touching those conclusions, to the which we do refer thee, and
the which we have caused to be delivered to thee; as also hast been otherwise
by us admonished and commanded in this behalf, and hast this day and place
by our prefixion for a peremptory term, to propone reasonable cause (if thou
hast any) wherefore thou oughtest not to be pronounced a heretic; we do
lawfully and fully monish and cite thee, the first, second, and third time, and
that peremptorily, that thou fully and plainly (all subtle, sophistical, or logical
words set apart) do answer unto the same conclusions, under the pain that such
conclusions be held to have been on thy part confessed, and that thou be held
as convicted touching the said conclusions.

Which monition being thus premised, the said archbishop read the first con- John
elusion, and of the said John inquired what was his opinion and meaning ^^,on

therein? and bade him hereupon say his mind, according to the aforesaid monition, rately ex-
Then the aforesaid John Ashton, being often required by the archbishop, that amined.
he would answer in the Latin tongue to those questions which were demanded ^ o

a r c h "
of him, because of the lay people that stood about him; he, crying out in the and Sis
English tongue, uttered frivolous and opprobrious contumelies to move and friars
excite the people against the said archbishop, as it should seem.1 Neither did E^KS? 6

he unto the first conclusion, nor unto any of these other conclusions, effectually tongue
and pertinently seem to them to answer, but rather by subtleties and shifts, J^jf1

(1) See Appendix.—ED. " people.
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36 FURTHER PROCESS AGAINST HEREFORD AND REPPYNGDON.

Richard saying oftentimes and expressly, as a layman might say, that it was suffi-
n· cient for him to believe as holy church believed.1 Then the said archbishop

A.D. examined him upon the first conclusion touching the sacrament of the altar;
1382. whether that after the words of consecration there remaineth material bread,

particular bread, or universal bread 1 He said the matter passed his under-
Whether standing, and therefore said, he would in that form and manner answer, and
bread otherwise not: but amongst other things, he spake in deriding wise unto the
remain said archbishop against this word " material," saying, " You may put that in
sacra- y o u r Purse> if y o u have any." Whereupon the said archbishop, calling that
ment. an unwise and foolish answer, as the rest of the doctors did (of whom mention

was made before), the rather for that he was a clerk and a graduate in the
schools, farther proceeded against the said John Ashton in this wise.

The Sentence pronounced on John Asliton.
And seeing that thou John Ashton, monished and commanded by us, as is

aforesaid, after thine oath taken, without any reasonable or legitimate cause,
neither wouldst, nor yet wilt, but refusedst, and yet dost refuse contemptuously,
to answer unto these conclusions before us judicially, according to our monition
and commandment aforesaid, we do hold all such conclusions to be by thee
confessed; and thee the aforesaid Dominus John, as touching those conclusions,

Ashton which by us, with the deliberation of certain prelates our suffragans, and divers
alieretic. of doctors of divinity, and other wise men in the law, according to the canonical

sanctions have been condemned as savouring of heresy and heretical and
declared to be such, we pronounce and sententially declare to have been, and
to be still, a heretic. And as touching the other conclusions, by us heretofore
reputed erroneous and for erroneous condemned, we do pronounce and declare
sententially by these our writings, that thou hast erred, and dost err.

Thomas Upon the same twentieth day of June, in the year and place above recited,
suspected ^ e aforesaid lord of Canterbury being desirous, as he asserted, to be informed
of fa- by Thomas Human, bachelor of divinity, there being present, and some-
Ashtoif w n a t favouring the said master John Ashton, what his judgment and opinion

was, touching the aforesaid conclusions, prefixed and assigned unto the said
Time Thomas (for that time demanding the same deliberation and day) that day
fmrnan°to se'nnight; that is to say, the twenty-seventh of the said month, to appear before
answer, the archbishop of Canterbury, wheresoever within his said province of Canter-

bury he should then happen to be, to declare plainly and fully what his judg-
ment and opinion was touching the aforesaid conclusions.2

The names of friars and doctors assistant at the examination aforesaid.—
Masters in divinity, ten, viz. : of Friars Preachers; bishop Nanetensis, John
Langley, William Syward: of Friars Carmelite; John Kynyngham, John
Lovey, Peter Stokes, Walter Dys : of Friars Augustine; Thomas Ayshbourne,
Bankine of London, Robert Waldeby.—Doctors of civil law, six, viz.; Master
John Barnet, Master Thomas Baketon, Master John Blaunchard, Master John
Shillyngford, Master John Lydeford, Master Thomas Southam.

June 27. The Friday next following, that is to say, the twenty-seventh of June,
A.D. 1382, the aforesaid Master Nicholas, Philip, and Thomas Human, appeared
before the said archbishop and lord inquisitor of Canterbury in the chapel of
his manor of Otford, in the diocese of Canterbury, there sitting on his tribunal
seat. To whom the said archbishop of Canterbury said, that for because at that
time he had not the presence and assistance of the doctors in divinity and of
the canon and civil law, he continued3 the said business touching the said
Nicholas, Philip, and Thomas, in the same state wherein then it was, till
Tuesday next and immediately ensuing, that is to say, the first day of July, the
year of our Lord aforesaid; and prefixed unto the said Nicholas, Philip, and
Thomas Human, the same day to appear before him, wheresoever within his
province of Canterbury he should then chance to be, to do that which upon the
said twenty-seventh day they were purposed to do, together or apart.*

(1) " Dicens frequentius et expresse, sicut laicus, quod sufficeret sibi credere sicut etiam sancta
credit ecclesia."—Wilkins, p. 164. See Appendix.—En.

(2) Ex Regist. W. Courtney. (3) " Continuavit," adjourned.~ED.
(4) See infra, p. 40, for the continuation of the Process.—ED.
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The archbishop, yet not contented with this, doth, moreover, by Richard
all means possible solicit the king to join withal the power of his :—
temporal sword; for that he well perceived, that hitherto as yet the A. D.
popish clergy had no authority sufficient, by any public law or statute . 1 3 8 2 ·
of this land, to proceed unto death against any person whatsoever in Hitherto
case of religion, but only by the usurped tyranny and example of the Surnlny
court of Rome. Where note, gentle reader, for thy tetter under- ™™?™
standing, the practice of the Romish prelates in seeking the king's
help to further their bloody purpose against the good saints of God;
which king being but young and under years of ripe judgment, partly The king
induced, or rather seduced, by importune suit of the aforesaid arch- ̂ ntSi"
bishop, partly, also, either for fear of the bishops (for kings cannot £y £ie
always do in their realms what they will), or else, perhaps, enticed Slop.
by some hope of subsidy to be gathered by the clergy, was contented
to adjoin his private assent, such as it was, to the setting down of an
ordinance, which was indeed the very first law that is to be found First law
made against religion and the professors thereof, bearing the name of bytfi?e

an Act made in the parliament holden at Westminster in the fifth j5^o

f°_r

year of Richard I I . ; where, among sundry other statutes then pub- ing
ι · ι τ ι , · · · i ι · ι *Ί ι τ r » i i j π · professors

lished, and yet remaining in the printed books ot statutes, this of reii-
supposed statute is to be found (cap. 5. et ultimo) as followeth:— ^10n*

A Private Statute made by the Clergy, without Consent or Know-
ledge of the Commons.

Item, Forasmuch as it is openly known that there be divers evil persons
within the realm, going from county to county, and from town to town, in
certain habits, under dissimulation of great holiness, and without the license of
the ordinaries of the places, or other sufficient authority, preaching daily, not
only in churches and churchyards, but also in markets, fairs, and other open
places where a great congregation of people is, divers sermons containing
heresies and notorious errors, to the great emblemishing of the Christian faith
and destruction of the laws and of the estate of holy church, to the great peril of
the souls of the people and of all the realm of England, as more plainly is found
and sufficiently proved before the reverend father in God the archbishop of
Canterbury, and the bishops and other prelates, masters of divinity, and doctors
of canon and of civil law, and a great part of the clergy of the said realm,
specially assembled for this cause; which persons do also preach divers
matters of slander, to engender discord and dissension betwixt divers estates of
the said realm, as well spiritual as temporal, in exciting of the people, to the
great peril of all the realm : which preachers, being cited or summoned before
the ordinaries of the places, there to answer of that whereof they be impeached,
will not obey to their summons and commandments, nor care not for their
monitions nor the censures of holy church, but expressly despise them; and
moreover, by their subtle and ingenious words do draw the people to hear their
sermons, and do maintain them in their errors by strong hand and by great This sta-
routs : it is ordained and assented in this present parliament, that the king's tute was
commissions be made and directed to the sheriffs, and other ministers of our aft

)

e

e

r

aled

sovereign lord the king, or other sufficient persons learned, and according to the wards by
certifications of the prelates thereof to be made in the Chancery from time to t h e c o m -
time, to arrest all such preachers, and also their fautors, maintainers, and m o n s <

abettors, and to hold them in arrest and strong prison, till they will justify
themselves according to reason and the law of holy church. And the king
willeth and commandeth, that the chancellor make such commissions at all
times that he by the prelates, or any of them, shall be certified and thereto
required, as is aforesaid. [Teste Rege apud Westm. 26 Maii, anno regni
Regis R. I I . 5.i]

(1) See the Appendix.—ED.



3S EXAMINATION OF THE STATUTE AGAINST THE LOLLARDS

Richard A N EXAMINATION OF THE AFORESAID SUPPOSED STATUTE, AND
OF THE INVALIDITY THEREOF.

1382*. Which supposed statute, forasmuch as it was the principal ground
whereupon proceeded all the persecution of that time, it is, therefore,
not impertinent to examine the same more particularly; whereby
shall appear, that as the same was fraudulently and unduly devised
by the prelates only, so was it in like manner most injuriously and
unorderly executed by them. For, immediately upon the publishing
of this law, without further warrant either from the king or his
council, commissions under the great seal of England were made in
this form : "Richard, by the grace of God," &c. (as the Act shows,
p. 541) ; " Witness myself at Westminster, the twenty-sixth day of

No usual June, in the sixth year of our reign ;" without more words of warrant
warrtnf underwritten, such as in like cases are both usual and requisite ; viz.
tMsXcom° " Per ip s u m regem," " per regem et concilium," or " per breve de
mission, privato sigillo :" all or any of which words being utterly wanting in

this place, as may be seen in the king's records of that time, it must,
therefore, be done either by warrant of this aforesaid statute, or else
without any warrant at all. Whereupon it is to be noted, that
whereas the said statute appointed the commissions to be directed to
the sheriff, or other ministers of the king, or to other sufficient per-
sons learned, for the arresting of such persons ; the said commissions
are directed to the archbishop and his suffragans, being, as it appeareth,
parties in the case, authorizing them, further, without either the words
or reasonable meaning of the said statute, to imprison them in their
own houses, or where else pleased them.

Besides also, what manner of law this was, by whom devised, and
by what authority the same was first made and established, judge by
that which followeth, viz.—

In the Utas of St. Michaell next following, at a parliament sum
moned and holden at Westminster, the sixth year of the said king,
among sundry petitions made to the king by his commons, whereunto
he assented, there is one in this form:—
An Extract from the Petition of the Commons for repealing the

aforesaid Statute.2
Item, the commons pray, That, whereas a statute was made the last parlia-

ment in these words—" It is ordained and assented in this present parliament,
that the king's commissions be directed to the sheriffs and other ministers of the
king, or to other sufficient persons, after and according to the certificates of the
prelates thereof to be made unto the Chancery from time to time, to arrest all
such preachers, and their fautors, maintainers, and abettors, and them to
hold in arrest and strong prison, until they will justify themselves according to
reason and the law of holy church ; and the king willeth and commandeth, that
the chancellor make such commissions at all times that he shall be by the
prelates or any of them certified and thereto required, as is aforesaid:"—the
which statute was never assented to nor granted by the Commons; but what-

T h e soever was moved therein was without their assent: That the said statute be
statute therefore annulled. For it was never any wise their intent to be justified to
repealed. t ^ e prelates, nor to bind their successors to be so, more than their ancestors

have been in times past: whereunto was answered, "Yl pleist au roy;" that
is, " the king is pleased."

(1) The "Utas," or octaves, meant the eighth (inclusive) day succeeding any given term or feast.
As Michaelmas Day falls on September 29th, " the Utas of St. Michael" would fall on October 6th.
— E D .

(2) The original French, is printed in Cotton's Abridgment, vol. iii. p. 141, 6 Rich.. II. Pars I.
cap. 53; with which Foxe's translation has been collated, and revised.—ED.
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Hereby notwithstanding the former unjust law of the fifth of Richard
Rich. I I . was repealed, and the fraud of the framers thereof suffi- '
ciently discovered, yet such means was there made by the prelates, A.D.
that this act of repeal was never published, nor ever sithence imprinted 1382

ih h f h f h li i h h id
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with the rest of the statutes of that parliament: insomuch as the said The king
repeal being concealed, like commissions1 and other process were the
made from time to time by virtue of the said bastard statute, as wellrepeal*
during all the reign of this king, as ever sithence, against the professors
of religion; as shall hereafter, by the grace of God, appear in the
second year of king Henry IV., where the clergy pursued the like
practice.2

And now again to the story of our Oxford divines, and of the
archbishop ; to whom the king writeth his letters-patent, first to the
archbishop, then to the chancellor of Oxford, in form as followeth : —
The King's Letters-patent to the Archbishop, against the Favourers

of Wickliff.
Richard, by the grace of God king of England and France and lord of A.D.13S2.

Ireland, to all those to whom these present letters shall come, greeting. By
the petition of the reverend father in God William, archbishop of Canterbury
and primate of England, exhibited unto us, we fully understand, that divers
conclusions, contrary to sound doctrine and notoriously redounding to the
subversion of the catholic faith, of the holy church, and of his province of Can-
terbury, in divers places within the province aforesaid have been openly and
publicly although damnably preached: of the which conclusions, some as
heresies, other some as errors, after good and mature deliberation first therein
had, and by common counsel of the said archbishop and his suffragans and
many doctors in divinity, and other clerks learned in the holy Scriptures, have
been sententially condemned and wholesomely declared to be so. Whereupon,
the said archbishop having made his supplication unto us, that for the coercion
and due castigation of such as would henceforth of an obstinate mind preach
or maintain the aforesaid conclusions, we would vouchsafe to put to the arm
of our royal power—We, moved (as in duty bound) by zeal for the catholic
faith, whereof we be and will be on all occasions the defender, and unwilling
to allow that any such heresies or errors should spring up within the limits of
our dominion, do give and grant special authority and license by the tenor of
these presents unto the aforesaid archbishop and his suffragans, to arrest and
imprison, either in their own prisons or any other if they please, all and every
such person and persons, as shall either privily or apertly preach or maintain
the said conclusions so condemned; and the.same persons, so imprisoned, to
detain there till such time as they shall repent them and amend them of such
erroneous and heretical pravities; or till it shall be by us and our council
touching such arrests otherwise provided: further charging and enjoining all
and singular our liege-men, ministers, and subjects, of what state or condition
soever they be, upon their fidelity and allegiance wherein they stand bound to
us, that by no means they either favour, counsel, or help the maintainers or
preachers of the said conclusions so condemned, or their fautors, on pain of
forfeiture of all that ever they have; but that they rather obey and humbly
attend upon the said archbishop, his suffragans, and ministers, in the execution
of these presents; so that due and open publication may be made against the
aforesaid conclusions and their maintainers without any perturbation, as for the
defence and preservation of the catholic faith shall be thought most requisite to
be done. In witness whereof, we have caused these our letters-patent to be
made.

Witness our self, at Westminster, the twenty-sixth day of June, and
sixth year of our reign.3

(1) See for example the Royal Commission to the Bishop of Hereford infra, p. 195.—ED.
(2) See the Appendix.
(3) Foxe dates this " 16th June, the 6th year of our reign," which would throw it forward into

the next year, A.D. 1383 : he gives the true date at p. 38. If Hereford and Reppyngdon were aware
of this letter having been just issued, it will quite account for their absconding between June 27th
and July 1st.—ED.
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Pacha,a Further Process against Hereford and Reppyngdon.

γ yy The Tuesday1 being come, the aforesaid archbishop, in«the chapter-house of
138Λ ^ s c n u r c h a ^ Canterbury, before the hour of nine, with the doctors whose

1- names are under contained, and other clerks a great multitude, expected the
aforesaid Nicholas, Philip, and Thomas, long time by the beadle calling them
and looking after them ; who, nevertheless, appeared not: wherefore, he conti-
nued the aforesaid business in the pristine state till two of the clock after dinner
the same day; at which hour the aforesaid archbishop of Canterbury, having
assistants the doctors and clerks under recited, examined the aforesaid Master
Thomas Hilman, then and there judicially appearing, what his opinion was
touching the aforesaid conclusions; who, at them, and the meaning of them,
somewhat stammering, at last, to all and singular the same conclusions then to

Answer of him read and expounded thus answered : " 1 suppose and judge all and singular
Hilman. those conclusions lately condemned by my lord of Canterbury that now is,

together with the counsel and consent of his clerks, to be heretical and erro-
neous, even as the same my lord of Canterbury, and other doctors of divinity,
and of the canon and civil law, by common consent and counsel have supposed
and thought. And the same, being for heresies and errors, as before is said, con-
demned, I do, as much as in me is, condemn; protesting that I will hold and
affirm the contrary of those conclusions, and in the same faith live and die."

Hereford Then the said archbishop of Canterbury, then and there sitting on his tribunal
a n ( i

< 5 e ^" seat,2 pronouncing the said masters Nicholas and Philip, long in court called
excom- before and tarried for and yet not appearing, guilty of "contumacy and disobe-
muni- dience, excommunicated them for the penalty of this their contumacy, in tenor
c a e ' of these words following:

The Sentence of Excommunication passed upon Nicholas Hereford
and Philip Reppyngdon.

We William, by the grace of God archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all
England, and legate of the apostolic see, and through our whole province of
Canterbury inquisitor of heretical pravity, do pronounce Master Nicholas
Hereford and Master Philip Reppyngdon, professors of divinity, having this
day and place by our prefixion appointed to hear our decree in this business of
heretical pravity, being in court by our beadle called and long tarried for, and
yet not appearing, contumacious persons; and for the penalty of this their
contumacy we do excommunicate them, and both of them, by these presents.

The names of the doctors and friars, assistant at this sitting, were these.—
Masters in divinity, nine, viz.: of seculars; Master William Blankpayne,
Master William Berton : of Friars Carmelite ; Robert Yvory, provincial, John
Kynnyngham, Philip Loveye: of Friars Minor; William Barnewell, John
Ryddene : Friar Preacher, William Bruscumbe : Friar Augustine, John Courte:
Bachelors in divinity, three, viz.; Stephen Patrington, John Tompston, John
Reppys, Carmelites.

Against this blind excommunication of the said archbishop the
parties excommunicate commenced and exhibited their appeal unto
the bishop of Rome; which appeal of theirs, as insufficient, or rather
to him unpleasant, the said archbishop utterly rejected3 (as might
oftentimes overcometh right), proceeding in his preconceived excom-

(1)) See supra, p. 36.—ED. (2) "Pro tribunali sedens." Wiikins, p. 164.—ED.
(3) As appears by the following citation from the Register, printed in Wiikins, torn. iii. p. 165.
" In Dei nomine, Amen. Nos Willielnms, permissione divina Cant, archiepiscopus, totius

Angliae primas, et apostolicae sedis legatus, quandam appellationem praetensam cujus tenor infe-
rins continetur, per magistros Nicolaum Hereford et Philippum de Reppyngdon canonicum regu-
larem monasterii beatae Mariae de pratis Leycestr. Lincoln, dicec. professores sacrae paginae se
dicentes et eorum quilibet, et nonnullis gravaminibus praetensis per nos eis et eorum cuilibet, ut
asserunt, et asserit eorum quilibet, licet minus veraciter, illatis ; ad sedem apostolicam et dominum
nostrum papam interpositam, ad quam nos referimus et pro hie inserta habere volumus, in valvis
ecclesiae cathredalis London, necnon ecclesiae beatae Mariae de arcubus London, publice appositam
et affixam, infra tempus juris ad dand. apostolos, notorie existentem frivolam et ex frivolis fal-
sisque ac falso fabricatis et confictis malitiose conceptam, necnon errorem juris m se manifestum
continentem, reputamus, et earn ideo refutamus, et eidem non deferimus, et hanc responsionem
praedictis magistris Nicolao et Philippo et eorum cuilibet damus loco apostolorum in valvis dicta-
rum ecclesiarum et locis aliis publieo amgendam. In cujus dationis apostolorurn testimonium,
sigillum nostrum praesentibus duximus apponend. Dat. Lond. duodecimo die mensis Julii, anno
Domini M.CCC.LXXXI1. et nostrae translationis anno priino."—ED.
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munication against them, and writing, moreover, his letters to him Richard
that should preach next at Paul's Cross, to denounce and to publish u'
openly the said Nicholas Hereford and Philip Reppyngdon to be A . D .
excommunicate, for not appearing at their term assigned; which was 1382.
dated the thirteenth day of July:

The denouncing of the Excommunication against Nicholas Hereford
and Philip Reppyngdon.

William, by divine permission archbishop of Canterbury, &c, to our beloved July 12th,
son in Christ, whosoever he be, that this instant Sunday shall preach the word E^om?2"
of God at St. Paul's Cross in London, health, grace, and benediction. For- munica-
somuch as to Master Nicholas Hereford, and Master Philip Reppyngdon, canon ^ e

t o

regular of the monastery of St. Mary at Leicester, doctors of divinity, and of nounced
heretical pravity vehemently suspected, after certain answers not fully but at Paul's
impertinently made, as also heretically and erroneously,touching certain heretical Cross·
and erroneous conclusions, in divers places of our said province commonly,
generally, and publicly preached and taught, we prefixed a certain competent
day and place for them, judicially appearing before us, to do and to receive
peremptorily in that behalf what thing soever the quality of that business
should move us unto; and that we did for their contumacy in not appearing
before us at the said day and place judicially excommunicate them, as right
therein required: we, by these presents, charge and command you, firmly
enjoining you, that on the same Sunday, when the largest multitude of people
shall have gathered together to hear your sermon, in the place aforesaid you
publicly ana solemnly denounce the aforesaid Nicholas and Philip, holding up
the cross, and lighting up candles, and then throwing the same down upon the
ground, to have been and still to be so excommunicated by us.—Fare ye well.

Given at our manor house at Lambeth, the thirteenth day of July, in the
year of our Lord 1382, and the first of our translation.

This archbishop, moreover, the said year, in the month and on the Another
day aforesaid, sent also another letter to Master Rygge, the chancellor }£" Mch-
of Oxford, straitly enjoining and charging him, not only to denounce bishop to
the said sentence of excommunication, and to give out public citation ceiiorof
against them, but also to make diligent search and inquisition through Oxfor(L

all Oxford for them, to have them apprehended and sent up to him,
personally before him to appear at a certain day prescribed for the
same ; requiring, moreover, by him to be certified again what he had
done in the premises.

Mandate of the Archbishop to the Chancellor of Oxford against the
said Nicholas and Philip.

William, by divine permission, &c, to our well beloved son Master Robert
Rygge, chancellor of the university of Oxford, health, &c. Forsomuch as
we prefixed a competent day and place to Master Nicholas Hereford, and Master
Philip Reppyngdon, &c. [see the preceding letter, as far as the words " as right
therein required"]: we therefore straitly charge and command you, firmly
enjoining you, that you publicly and solemnly denounce in the church of
St. Mary at Oxford, and in the schools of the university, the aforesaid Nicholas
and Philip to have been and still to be by us excommunicated; and further that
you cite, or cause to be cited, peremptorily the aforesaid Nicholas and Philip,
that they and each of them appear before us within fifteen days after the date of
such citation,wheresoever within our said province of Canterbury it shall fortune
us then to be; to hear and see how we mean to proceed against them and each
of them, concerning the said heretical and erroneous conclusions, according to
the form of the retroactions used in this behalf, and the quality of the business :
and that of the day of the receipt of these presents, and of the manner and form
of your citation; and whether the said Nicholas and Philip, or either of them,
have been apprehended by personal citation, or whether they or either of them
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Richard have absconded to avoid such apprehension; as of every thing else, which in
H- this behalf you shall think meet to be done; between this and the feast of

^ ρ St. Laurence you clearly certify us by your letters patent, containing the effect

13*82* °̂  ^ i e s e t n m g s · — F a r e ye well.
— Given at our manor of Lambeth, the thirteenth day of July, in the year

v of our Lord 1382, and the first of our translation.

A.D.1382. The young king also, moved by the unquiet importunity of the
J u l y 1 3 ' archbishop, sendeth, moreover, a special letter to the chancellor

and proctors of the university of Oxford, wherein, under a pretended
zeal of the defence of Christian faith, he straitly and sharply enjoineth

The con- a l l ( ^ assigneth them, for the utter abolishing of those conclusions and
tents of a opinions, to make a general inquisition through the whole university,
terofkmg for all whom they know or judge to be suspected of the doctrine of
fenth?od John Wickliff, Nicholas Hereford, Philip Reppyngdon, John Ashton,
SSnst a n c ^ S U C ^ ° t n e r s ; o r to be maintainers, receivers, and defenders of the
wickiiff aforesaid parties or their conclusions, in any manner of way; to the
feifows8. intent that they, being so apprehended through their diligent search,

may be within seven days of their admonitions expulsed the university,
and cited up to the archbishop of Canterbury, before him to appear
and to stand to their answers: willing, moreover, and commanding the
said chancellor and proctors, with other regents their assisters, that if
any person or persons in any house, hall, or college, or in any other
place, shall be found to have any of their books or treatises compiled
by the said John Wickliff, Nicholas Hereford, &c, they will cause

Persons, without delay the said person or persons, with their books, to be
boS^to* a r r e s ^ e ^ a n d attached, and presented within one month, without cor-
bear-' rection, corruption, or mutation, to the aforesaid archbishop, upon

their faith and allegiance, as they will avoid the forfeiture of all and
singular the liberties and privileges to the university appertaining;
and that they will be obedient to the archbishop aforesaid in the
ordering hereof, and all other his injunctions to be obeyed in all
things lawful and honest. Giving, moreover, in these his letters
charge and commandment to the sheriff, mayor, bailiffs, and others,
the inhabitants of Oxford, to be assistant and attendant unto the
aforesaid chancellor and proctors, touching the execution of the
premises, bearing the date of July 13th, A.D. 1382.

The King's Letters-patent to the Chancellor and Proctors of
Oxford.

Richard, by the grace of God king of England and France and lord of Ire-
land, to the chancellor and the proctors of the university of Oxford who now
be, or for the time being shall be, greeting. Being wholesomely moved and
induced by zeal for the Christian faith, whereof we be and always will be
defenders, and having a great desire to repress, and by condign punishment to
restrain, the impugners of the faith, who have newly and wickedly presumed
to sow their naughty and perverse doctrines within our realm of England, and
to hold and preach conclusions already condemned, notoriously repugnant to
the same faith, and are endeavouring to pervert our people, as we understand,
before they proceed any further in their errors and naughtiness, or infect
others; We by these presents appoint you, with the assistance of all the divinity
regents of the university aforesaid, to make inquiry of all and singular the
graduates and lawyers within the same university whether they know any
within the jurisdiction of that university, who be probably of them suspected
to be in the favour, belief, or defence of any heresy or error, and especially of
any of the conclusions publicly condemned by the venerable father, William,
archbishop of Canterbury, with the counsel of his clergy, or else of any other
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conclusion like unto any of them in meaning or in words : and that if hence- Richard
forth you shall find any that believe, fauter, or defend any of the aforesaid 1L·
heresies or errors, or any such like, or who shall dare to receive into their „
houses and inns, Master John Wickliff, Master Nicholas Hereford, Master {«' ,
Philip Reppyngdon, Master John Ashton, or any other by probable suspicion
noted of any of the aforesaid heresies or errors, or any other like unto them in
words or in meaning; or that shall presume to communicate with any of them,
or else to defend or fauter any such fautors, receivers, communicants, and
defenders ; that, within seven days after the same shall appear and be manifest
unto you, you banish and expel them from the university and town of Oxford,
till such time as they shall declare their innocency by manifest purgation before
the archbishop of Canterbury for the time being; and that in order that such
may be compelled to purge themselves, you certify us and the same archbishop
under your seals, from time to time, within one month that they be such manner
of men: commanding moreover that through all the halls of the university
aforesaid, ye cause to be inquired and searched out of hand whether any man
have any book or tractate put forth or compiled by the aforesaid Master John
Wickliff or Nicholas Hereford, and that wheresoever ye shall chance to find any
such book or tractate, ye cause the same to be arrested and taken and presented
unto the aforesaid archbishop within one month, without any correction, cor-
ruption, or mutation whatsoever, as to its meaning or words. And therefore
we enjoin and command you, upon the fidelity and allegiance wherein ye
stand bound unto us, and upon pain of forfeiture of all and singular the liberties
and the privileges of your said university and of all else that you can forfeit to
us; that you give yourself diligently to execute the premises well and faithfully;
and that you do execute the same in form aforesaid; and that you obey the
aforesaid archbishop, and his lawful and honest mandates, that he shall think
good to direct unto you in this behalf, as it is meet you should. And we give
in charge unto the sheriff and mayor of Oxford for the time being, and to all
and singular our other sheriffs, mayors, bailiffs, ministers, and other our
faithful subjects by these presents, that they aid, obey, and be attendant upon
you in the execution of the premises. Witness myself at Westminster, the
thirteenth day of July, the sixth year of our reign.

Besides these letters-patent, the said young king sendeth another
letter the next day to the aforesaid chancellor and proctors of the
university of Oxford touching Henry Crompe, of whom ye heard
before.
Another Letter of the King to the Chancellor and Proctors of

Oxford.
Richard, by the grace of God king of England and France, lord of Ireland, Henry

to the chancellor and proctors of the university of Oxford, greeting. Whereas Crompe
we of late—upon the grievous complaint of Henry Crompe, monk, and regent in eth'to^e
divinity within the university aforesaid, how that, while he was assistant with the king's
reverend father in God, the archbishop of Canterbury, and other divines in the l^f1

city of London, at the condemnation of divers conclusions erroneous and here- secular
tical, you, at the sinister suggestion of certain adversaries of his, who pretended masters
the peace of the university aforesaid to have been broken by the said Henry in of Oxford·
his last lecture in the schools, did call him to answer before you; and for his
not appearing (as forsooth he could not) did pronounce him contumacious and
convicted of peace-breaking, and did also suspend the said Henry from his
scholastical acts and lectures—by our writ did appoint you a day (now past)
to appear and answer before our council touching the premises, and to do
certain other things expressly contained in the writ aforesaid ; whereupon, the
matter aforesaid with its circumstances having been before our said council, in
your presence, examined, investigated and fully understood, it was by our said
council decreed and specially determined, that all your process against the said
Henry on the occasions premised, with all the consequences thereof, was null,
void, vain, and of none effect; and commandment was given that the aforesaid
Henry should be restored and admitted again to the scholastic acts and cus-
tomary lectures, and to his pristine state, as you fully know: To the intent
therefore that the decree and determination aforesaid should be duly executed,
we most strictly charge and command you, that you, speedily and entirely
revoking all your process against the said Henry Crompe in the university
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Richard aforesaid, with all the consequences thereof, do admit the said Henry and cause
H- him to be restored to his scholastic acts, his accustomed lectures, and pristine

~~A#1X state without delay, according to the form of the decree and determination
1382. > aforesaid: enjoining you, moreover, and your commissaries or deputies, and

your successors, and all masters regent and non regent, and other secular
presidents, officers, and ministers of the university aforesaid, upon the faith and
allegiance wherein you are hound to us, that you do not in any manner privily
or apertly let, molest, or grieve, or cause to be let, molested, or grieved, the
said friar Henry for the causes aforesaid, or friar Peter Stokes, Carmelite, by
occasion of his absence from the university aforesaid, or friar Stephen Patring-
ton, Carmelite, or any other religious or secular person favouring them, by
occasion of any deed or word in any way concerning the doctrine of Master

Crompe, John Wickliff, Master Nicholas Hereford, and Master Philip Reppyngdon, or the
andkpat r eP ro°f anc* condemnation of their heresies and errors, or the blaming or correc-
rington," tion of their favourers; but that you do procure, and with all diligence nourish,
restored and to your utmost preserve, peace, unity, and quiet within the university
schoiasti-' aforesaid, and chiefly between the religious and secular persons : and that you
cal acts, in no case omit to do these things on forfeiture of all arid singular the liberties

and privilegesof the university aforesaid, and of all else which you can possibly
forfeit to us.

In testimony whereof we have caused these our letters patent to be made.
Witness myself at Westminster, the fourteenth day of July.

Unto the aforesaid letters, received from the archbishop, diligent
certificate was given accordingly, the tenor whereof was this :

A Letter of Robert Rygge, Chancellor of Oxford, to the
Archbishop.

To the most reverend father in Christ and lord, William, by divine permission
archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all England, and legate of the apostolic see,
Robert Rygge, professor of divinity and chancellor of the university of Oxford,
the reverence and obedience due to so great a father with honour. Your letter
directed to me I reverently received on the fourteenth day of July, the year of
our Lord underwritten, commencing with the words, "William, by divine
permission," &c.; by the authority whereof I have publicly and solemnly, in the
church of St. Mary and in the schools of the university aforesaid, denounced,
and caused to be denounced by others, according to the force, form, and effect
of the same letters, Master Nicholas and Master Philip aforesaid to have been
and to be excommunicated. Moreover, I have diligently sought for the afore-
said Master Nicholas and Master Philip as you commanded, to apprehend them
by personal citation and to cite them; but I have not been able to find them in
order to cite them, as you commanded. But touching the lurking place of
Master Nicholas and Master Philip aforesaid, it was clear to me on diligent
inquisition made by me that they did not lurk, nor do they lurk here now, as far
as is known. The which I signify to your fatherhood by these presents signed
with the seal of mine office, given at Oxford the twenty-fifth day of the month
of July, A.D. 1382.

In the mean time, great search and inquisition was made for them,
to cite and to apprehend them wheresoever they might be found;
whereupon the archbishop of Canterbury, William Courtney, directed
his letters to the bishop of London, named Robert Bray broke,
charging him that the said excommunication be denounced, not only
within his own jurisdiction, but likewise throughout all the dioceses
of his suffragans; moreover, that diligent search and watch should be
laid for them, both in London and elsewhere, that they might be
apprehended ; requiring, moreover, by them to be certified again
what they had done in the premises. And this was written the
thirtieth day of July, A. D. 1S82.1 Whereby may appear how

(1) Foxe dates this letter "the fourteenth day of July;" but in Wilkins it is dated "in manerio
lostro de Oti

anno primo.'
nostro de Otteford penultimo die mensis Julii, anno Dom. MCCCLXXXII. et nostrae translationis

o." Wilkins, iii. p. 168. The letter is as follows ;—
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busy this bishop was in disquieting and persecuting these poor men, Richard
whom rather he should have nourished and cherished as his brethren. /J*
But as his labour is past, so his reward will follow, at what day the A. D.
great Archbishop of our souls shall judicially appear in his tribunal 1 3 8 2 ·
seat, to judge both the quick and the dead.

In the mean time Nicholas Hereford and Reppyngdon beingrepulsed Hereford
of the duke, and destitute, as was said, of his supportation, whether pynĝ oiT
they were sent, or of their own accord went, to the archbishop, it is {j^l6*1

uncertain. This I find in a letter of the aforesaid archbishop, con- d u k e ·
tained in his register, that Reppyngdon, the twenty-third day of
October, the same year ( A . D . 1382), was reconciled again to the Reppyng-
archbishop, and also by his general letter was released, and admitted feased."
to his scholastic acts in the university; and so was also John Ashton, f^n·
of whom (Christ willing) more shall follow hereafter.1 Of Nicholas cued, by
Hereford, all this while, I find no special relation. SLlop™

In the mean time, about the twenty-third of September in the
said year, the king sent his mandate to the archbishop for the col-
lecting of a subsidy, and to have a convocation of the clergy summoned A convo-
against the next parliament, which should begin the eighteenth of sSm°mon-
November. The archbishop likewise, on the fifteenth day of October 2 ecL

( A . D . 1382), directed his letters monitory, as the manner is, to
Robert Braybroke, bishop of London, to give the same admonition
to all his suffragans, and to other of the clergy within his province,
for the assembling of the convocation aforesaid. All which done
and executed, the parliament began, being holden at Oxford the
eighteenth of November, where the convocation was kept in the mo-
nastery of Frideswide, in Oxford. In the which convocation the arch- convoca-
bishop, with the other bishops there sitting in their pontificalibus, de- FrMes-
clared two causes of that their present assembly: the one, said he, oxford!*1

to repress heresies, which began newly in the realm to spring, and
for correcting other excesses in the church ; the other cause, said he,
was to aid and support the king with some necessary subsidy of
money to be gathered : which thus declared, the convocation was con-
tinued till the day following, which was the nineteenth of November.

At the said day and place, the archbishop with the other prelates Nov.mh.
assembling themselves as before, the archbishop, after the usual
solemnity, willed the proctors of the clergy, appointed for every
diocese, to consult among themselves in some convenient several

" Archiepiscopi Cantuar. mandatum episcopo London, ad denunciand. magistros Ν ic. Hereford,
et Philipp. Reppyngdon, excommunicatos per provinciam Cant.

" Willelmus, etc. yenerabili fratri nostro domino Roberto, Dei gratia episcopo London, salutem
et fraternam in Domino charitatem. Cum nos magistris Nicolao Hereford et Philippo Reppyngdon
etc. [prout superius continetur usque "justitia exigente."] Vobis committimus et mandamus,
quatenus praefatum Nicolaum et Philippum sic per nos fuisse et esse excommunicatos, in eccle-
siis et locis insignibus vestrarum civitat. et dicec. cum populi multitudo convenerit, denunciari
publice faciatis: citantes eosdem, citarive facientes peremptorie, si valeant apprehendi, quod
compareant eoram nobis aliquo competenti termino, per vos aut vestros auditores praeflgendo eisdem,
ubicunque nos infra provinciam nostram Cant, tune esse continget; ad vidend. et audiend. per
nos procedi contra eosdem, et eorum quemlibet, super dictis conclusionibus haereticis et erroneis
juxta formam retroactorum in hac parte habitorum et negotii qualitatem. Injungatis insuper
auctoritate nostra omnibus et singulis suffraganeis nostris, nostras Cant, provinciae episcopis, et
confratribus, per literas vestras patentee, harum seriem continentes, quod ipsorum singuli eosdem
Nicolaum et Philippum per suas civitates et dioec. faciant modo simili denunciari; quodque
citent eosdem, seu citari faciant peremptorie, si poterunt apprehendi, quod compareant coram nobis
aliquo termino competenti, eis per dictos confratres nostros vel eorum aliquem praefigendo,
ubicunque fuerimus infra provinciam nostram praedict., ad faciendum quod superius est expressum;
et quod nos certificent, seu ille eorum certificet, qui ipsos vel eorum aliquem citaverit, aut citari
fecerit, citra terminum hujusmodi, literis suis patentibus, habentibus hunc tenorem. Vosque de toto
processu vestro in hac parte habendo nos citra festum exaltationis sanctae crucis prox. futur. certl·-
ficetis per literas vestras patentee, harum seriem continentes. Dat. inmanerio nostro de Otteford
penultimo die mensis Julii, anno Domini M.CCC.LXXXII. et nostrae translationis anno primo."—
Wilkins, iii. pp. 167,168.

(1) Wilkins, iii. p. 169.—ED. (2) Ibid. p. 172.—ED.



4 6 ABJURATION OF REPPYNGDON AND ASHTON.

mchard place, what they thought for their parts touching the redress of things,
II' to be notified and declared to him and to his brethren.

A. D. Furthermore, forsomuch, saith he, as it is so noised through all
1 3 8 2 · the realm, that there were certain in the university of Oxford, who

did hold and maintain conclusions (as he called them) heretical and
erroneous, condemned by him, and by other lawyers and doctors of
divinity; he therefore assigned the bishops of Sarum, Hereford, and
Rochester, with William Rugge, then chancellor of the univer-

Ryg?eced sity of Oxford (for be-like Robert Rygge was then displaced),
fromThe also with William Berton and John Middleton, doctors ; giving them
chancel- n^s ^ l authority, with cursing and banning to compel them to search,
lorship. an (J to inquire with all diligence and in all ways possible, over all and
inquisi- singular whatsoever, either doctors, bachelors, or scholars of the said
at°oxford! university, who did hold, teach, maintain, and defend, in schools or

out of schools, the said conclusions heretical (as he called them) or
erroneous, and afterward to give certificate truly and plainly touching
the premises. And thus, for that day, the assembly brake up to the
next, and so to the next, and the third, being Monday, the twenty-
fourth of November.1

On the which day,2 in the presence of the prelates and the clergy
in the chapter-house of St. Frideswide, came in Philip Reppyngdon,
otherwise called of the brethren afterward ' Rampyngdon,' who there
abjured the conclusions and assertions aforesaid in this form of words
as followeth.

Abjuration of Philip Reppyngdon.

In the name of Gtrd, Amen. I Philip Reppyngdon, canon of the church of
St. Mary de Pre, Leicester, in the diocese of Lincoln, acknowledging the true
catholic and apostolic faith, do curse and also abjure all heresy; and namely*
the heresies and errors under-written, condemned and reproved by the canonical
decrees, and by you most reverend father, touching which hitherto I have been
defamed; condemning, moreover, and reproving both them and the authors of
them ; and I do confess the same to be catholically condemned. And I swear,
also, by God's holy gospels which here I hold in my hand, and do promise,
never for any persuasions of men, nor by any other means, to defend or hold as
true, the said conclusions under-written or any of them; but that I do and will
stand and adhere henceforth in all things, to the determination of the holy
catholic church, and to yours, in this behalf. Over and besides, all such as
contravene this faith, I do pronounce them, with their doctrine and followers,
worthy of everlasting curse. And if I myself shall presume at any time to hold
or preach any thing contrary to the premises, I shall be content to abide the
severity of the canons.—Subscribed with mine own hand, and of mine own
accord. PHILIP REPPYNGDON.

And thus the said ' Rampyngdon ' was discharged, who afterward
was made bishop of Lincoln, and became at length the most bitter
and extreme persecutor of this side of all the other bishops within the
realm, as in process hereafter may appear.

Philip After the abjuration of this Reppyngdon, immediately was brought
do?t»e-g" in John Ashton, student of divinity; who, being examined upon
teSea those conclusions, and willed to say his mind, answered, That he
perse- w a g toO simple and ignorant, and therefore would not, and could not,
Abjura- answer any thing clearly or distinctly to those conclusions. ^ Where-
jTshton u P o n t n e archbishop assigned to him doctor William Rugge, the

chancellor, and other divines, such as he required himself, to be

(1) Ex. Regist. W. Courtney. (2) Wilkins, ibid. p. 172.—ED.



A CRUEL LETTER OF ARCHBISHOP COURTNEY. 4 ?

instructed in the mystery of those conclusions against the afternoon ;* Richard
who, then appearing again after dinner before the archbishop and L_
the prelates, did in like sort and form of words abjure, as did
Reppington before.

Of this John Ashton we read, that afterwards, by Thomas Arundel,
archbishop of Canterbury, he was cited and condemned ; but whether
he died in prison, or was burned, we have yet no certainty to show.
This is certain, by the plain words of the Chronicle of St. Alban's,
that when the archbishop, with his doctors and friars, sat in examina- The Lon-
tion upon this John Ashton, in London, the Londoners broke open fore"the
the door of the conclave, " and did hinder the archbishop himself %£ξτβ

sitting in the city of London, when he would have made process the arch-
against John Ashton."2 (A.D. 1382.) And thus much of John sitting13

Ashton.
As touching Nicholas Herford, during the time of this convocation

he did not appear; and, therefore, had the sentence of excommuni-
cation, against which he put in his appeal from the archbishop to the Herford̂
king and his council. The archbishop would not admit it, but find- fJXnVhf
ing stays and stops, caused him to be apprehended and enclosed in ̂ shop,
prison. Notwithstanding, through the will of God, and good means, !s c a s t

he escaped out of prison, returning again to his former exercise, and prison,
preaching as he did before, albeit in as covert and secret a manner escapetb.
as he could ; whereupon the archbishop, thundering out his bolts of
excommunication against him, sendeth to all pastors and ministers,
willing them in all churches and on all festival days, to divulge the
said excommunication against him to all men: he writeth, moreover,
and sendeth special charge to all and singular of the laity, to «beware
that their simplicity be not deceived by his doctrine, but that they,
like catholic children, will avoid him, and cause him by all others to
be avoided.

Furthermore, not contented with this, he addresseth his letter unto
the king, requiring also the aid of his temporal sword to chop off his
neck, whom he had already cast down. See and note, reader I the
seraphical charity of these priestly prelates towards the poor redeemed
flock of Christ. And yet these be they, who, washing their hands
with Pilate, say and pretend, " Nobis non licet interficere quen-
quam :*" " it is not our parts to kill any man." The copy of the
letter written to the king is this :—

A cruel Letter of the Archbishop to the King, against Nicholas
Herford.

To the most excellent prince in Christ, &c.; William, &c, greeting in Him by
whom kings do reign and princes bear rule. Unto your kingly celsitude by the
tenor of these presents we intimate, that one Master Nicholas Herford, doctor
of divinity, for his manifest contumacy and offence in not appearing before us,
being called, at the day and place assigned, is therefore enwrapped in the sen-
tence of the .greater curse, publicly by our ordinary authority; and in the same
sentence hath continued now forty days, and yet still continueth with obdurate
heart, wickedly contemning the keys of the church, both to the great peril
of his soul, and to the pernicious example of others. Forasmuch, therefore,

(1) A short time, my lord, for a man in one forenoon to learn a faith against his conscience!
(2) " Ipsumque archiepiscopum in civitate sedentem imrediverunt, cum processum fecissct

contra Johamiem Ashton," &c. Ex Chron. Monast. Albani.



48 WHAT THE KING MIGHT HAVE ANSWERED.

' Richard as the holy mother the church hath not to do, or to proceed, any further
/*· in this matter, we humbly desire your kingly majesty to direct out your

"Τ~τ) letters for the apprehending of the said excommunicate, according to the
13S2 c u s t o m o f t n i s r e a l m °f England, wholesomely observed and kept hitherto;

c · to the intent that such, whom the fear of God doth not restrain from evil, the
discipline of the secular arm may bridle and pluck back from offending,1 Your
princely celsitude the Lord long continue.—From Lambeth, the fifteenth of
January.

To this letter of the archbishop, might not the king, gentle reader,
thus answer again, and answer well.

prosopo- " Your letters with your complaint and requests in the same con-
what the tained, we have received and well considered : for the accomplishing
migLt whereof ye shall understand, that as we are readily bent to gratify
answered a n c^ sa^sfy v o u r mind in this behalf on the one hand, so we must be-
again, ware again on the other, that our authority be not abused, either to

oppress before we know, or to judge before we have tried. Where-
fore, forasmuch as you, in your letters, do excite and sharpen the
severe discipline of our secular sword against one Nicholas Herford, for
his not appearing before you, and yet showing, in the said your letters,
no certain cause to us what you have to charge him withal; we,
therefore, following the example of Alexander the Great, or rather the
rule of equity, in opening both our ears indifferently, to hear as well
the one part as the other, do assign both to him, when he may be
found, and to you, when ye shall be called, a term to appear before
us : to the intent that the controversy between you and him, standing
upon points of religion, being tried by the true touchstone of God's
holy word, due correction indifferently may be ministered according
as the offence shall be found. In the mean time, this we cannot but
something marvel at in your said letters. First, to see you, men of
the church and angels of peace, to be so desirous of blood. Secondly,
to consider you again so fierce in prosecuting the breach of your law,
and yet so cold in pursuing the breach of the express law of God and
his commandments. Thirdly, to behold the unstable doubleness in
your proceedings, who, pretending in your public sentence to become
entreaters for them to us, in the bowels of Jesus Christ, that we will
withdraw from them the rigour of our severity, yet, in your letters,
you be they who most set us on. If not appearing before you be
such a matter of contumacy in case of your law, that it is in no case
to be spared, what should then our princely discipline have done to

bSSpsof m e n °f y o u r calling ? Henry Spencer, bishop of Norwich, being at
canter- Canterbury, was sent for by our special commandment, to come at
appeared our call, who denied to come, and yet we spared him.2 John Strat-
theirefore f°rd? archbishop, your predecessor, being required of our progenitor
ketSwered ^m& Edward III., to come to him at York, would not appear; by
they not reason whereof Scotland at the same time was lost, and yet was he
euted. endured. The like might be said of Robert Winchelsey, in the days

of king Edward I., and of Edmund, archbishop of Canterbury, in
the days of king Henry III . Stephen Langton was sent for by king
John to come; he came not. The like contumacy was in Becket

(1) This is not to seek that Which is lost, by the rule of Ezekiel (chap, xxxiv. 4,); " The diseased
have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up
that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have
ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them."

(2) See infra p. 52.—E-D.



LETTER OF WICKLIFF TO POPE URBAN. 49

toward king Henry II . Also in Anselm, toward king Henry I. Richard
All these, for their not appearing before their princes, ye do excuse, IL

who, notwithstanding, might have appeared without danger of life : A. D.
this one man, for not appearing before you, you think worthy of 1 3 8 2 >

death, whose life you would have condemned notwithstanding, if he
had appeared. If the squirrel, climbing the tree from the lion's
claws, would not appear, being sent for, to be devoured—it is no
reason that the eagle therefore should seize upon him without any
just cause declared against the party. Wherefore, according to this
and to that aforesaid, when he shall appear, and you be called, and
the cause justly weighed, due execution shall be administered."

And thus far concerning Nicholas Hereford, and the other afore-
said. But all this mean while, what became of John WicklifF, it is not
certainly known ; albeit, so far as may be gathered out of Walden, it
appeareth that he was banished and driven to exile.1 In the mean
time, it is not to be doubted, but he was alive during all this while,
wheresoever he was, as by his letter may appear, which he about this
time wrote to pope Urban VI. In the which letter he doth purge him-
self, that being commanded to appear before the pope at Rome, he
came not; declaring also in the same a brief confession of his faith :
the copy of which epistle here followeth.

An Epistle of John Wickliff to Pope Urban VI., A.D. 1382.

Verily I do rejoice to open and declare unto every man the faith which I do
hold; and especially unto the bishop of Rome: which, forasmuch as I do sup-
pose to be sound and true, he will most willingly confirm my said faith, or, if it
be erroneous, amend the same.

First, I suppose that the gospel of Christ is the whole body of God's law; and
that Christ, who did give that same law himself, I believe to be very God and
very man,2 and in that point, to exceed the law of the gospel, and all other
parts of the Scripture. Again, I do give and hold the bishop of Rome, foras-
much as he is the vicar of Christ here on earth, to be most bound, of all other
men, unto that law of the gospel. For the greatness among Christ's disciples
did not consist in worldly dignity or honours, but in the near and exact follow-
ing of Christ in his life and manners : whereupon I do gather out of the heart
of the law of the Lord, that Christ, for the time of his pilgrimage here, was a
most poor man, abjecting and casting off all worldly rule and honour, as
appeareth by the gospel of St. Matthew, chap, viii., and the second epistle of
the Corinthians, chap. viii.

Hereby I do fully gather, that no faithful man ought to follow, either the True dis-
pope himself or any of the holy men, but in such points as he hath followed the {?jjj£?s

t

of

Lord Jesus Christ; for Peter and the sons of Zebedee, by desiring worldly seek
Snot

honour, contrary to the following of Christ's steps, did offend, and therefore in worldly
those errors they are not to be followed. honour.

Hereof I do gather, as a counsel, that the pope ought to leave unto the
secular power all temporal dominion and rule, and thereunto effectually to move
and exhort his whole clergy; for so did Christ, and especially by his apostles.
Wherefore, if I have erred in any of these points, I will most humbly submit
myself unto correction, even by death, if necessity so require; and if I could
labour according to my will or desire in mine own person, I would surely
present myself before the bishop of Rome; but the Lord hath otherwise visited

(1) See the Appendix.
(2) " I believe to be very God," &c. The English editions have, " I believe to be a very man."

This letter, given in the Latin edition, p. 16, and bearing date " Anno 1384," proceeds thus :—
" Christum autem, qui evangelium illud immediate dederat, credo esse verum Deum, et verum
hominem.' In Lewis's history, p. 284, as also in a MS. in the Bodleian Library, it is also cor-
rectly given: " I believe that Jesu Christ, that gaf in his own persoun this gospel, is very God
and very man, and be this it passes all other laws."—ED.
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50 WAR BETWEEN POPE URBAN AND POPE CLEMENT.

Richard me to the contrary, and hath taught me rather to obey God than men. Foras-
ffl__ much then as God hath given unto our pope just and true evangelical instincts,

A. D. w e o u g n t t o Pray that those instincts be not extinguished by any subtle or crafty
1382. device, and that the pope and cardinals be not moved to do any thing contrary

unto the law of the Lord.
Wherefore, let us pray unto our God, that he will so stir up our pope

Urban VI., as he began, that he with his clergy may follow the Lord Jesus
Christ in life and manners; and that they may teach the people effectually, and
that they, likewise, may faithfully follow them in the same. And let us spe-
cially pray, that our pope may be preserved from all malign and evil counsel,
which we do know that evil and envious men of his household would give him.
And seeing the Lord will not suffer us to be tempted above our power, much
less then will he require of any creature to do that thing which it is not able ;
forasmuch as that is the plain condition and manner of Antichrist.

The pope Thus much wrote John Wickliff to pope Urban. But this Ur-
piedin" banus, otherwise termed ' Turbanus,' was so hot in his wars against
Seal™" Element the French pope, his adversary, that he had no leisure, and
that he" less list, to attend to WicldifTs matters ; by reason of which schism,
iSsure0 Grod so provided for poor Wicldiff, that he was in some more rest
matters* anc^ quietness. Concerning these schismatical wars of the popes, for-

asmuch 'as we have here entered upon the mention thereof, it shall
not be impertinent from the order of our story, digressing a little
from the matter of John Wicldiff, to say something of the tragical
doings of these two holy popes, striving for the triple crown; to the
intent that the Christian reader, judging by their fruits and proceed-

Differ- ings, may see and understand what difference there is between these
tween the popes, and Christ and his apostles. For though in the story of the
anTthe5 g°sPel it *s read, that certain of the disciples did strive which should
popes, m be the greater ; yet neither do we read that one of them ever took
fô pre? weapon against the other; and moreover, in the said story of the
nence. gospel it doth appear, that they, for so striving as they did, were

sharply rebuked by our Saviour Christ, and were taught by him
another lesson.

A.D.1383. About the beginning of the year following, which was A.D. 1383,
?eteon°pe' P°Pe Urban setting all his study how to repress and conquer the
war. contrary pope, his adversary, being then at Avignon, seeing all his

other means to fail, and that his cross keys could do no good, took to
him the sword of Romulus, and set upon him with open war. And
first devising with himself whom he might best choose for his chief
champion, he thought none meeter for such affairs than Henry Spencer,
being then bishop of Norwich, a young and stout prelate, more fitting
for the camping cure, than for the peaceable church of Christ, as
partly also might appear before by his acts done at Lynn, in striving
for the mayor's mace, mentioned before.1 Unto this bishop of
Norwich the pope had sent his bulls about this time to croysie whoso-
ever would go with him into France to destroy the antipope, who
named himself Clement, and to make war against all those that took
his part. Which bulls, for that they gave unto him so great autho-
rity, he caused to be published in the parliament house, and caused
copies of the same to be sent all about, and to be set up and fastened
upon all church doors and monastery gates, that all men might read
them; in the which bulls these privileges were granted, the copy
whereof here followeth.

(1) See vol. ii. p. 805.—ED.



THE PRIVILEGES OF THE POPE'S BULL. 5 1

Pope Urban's Bull to destroy Clement the Antipope.1 Rij£rd

Imprimis, That the said bishop of Norwich may use his sword against the ~ 7 j n ~
antipope, and all his adherents, favourers, and counsellors, and with violence 2383*
put them to death. 1_

2. Item, That he may publish all processes which have been fulminated by The very
the said Urban against the said antipope and his adherents. {™^ o i

3. Item, That he hath full power to inquire of all and singular such schis- christ.
matics, and to put them in prison^ and to confiscate all their goods, moveable
and immoveable.

4. Item, That he hath power and authority to deprive all laymen that are
such schismatics, of all manner of secular offices whatsoever, and to give their
offices to other fit and convenient persons.

5. Item, That he may deprive all such clerks as be schismatics, and declare
them so deprived and so on in this behalf, and to bestow their benefices, either
with cure or without cure, their dignities, parsonages, or offices, on other per-
sons more meet for the same.

6. Item, He hath power and authority over persons that are exempt, both lay
and cleric, both secular and regular, yea although they be friars mendicant, or
masters and professed of other houses, or of the hospital of St. John of Jerusalem
or St. Mary of Flanders, or professed of any other orders whatsoever.

7. Item, He hath power to dispense with what secular clerk soever, being
beneficed, either with cure or without cure, and also with such as have dignities,
parsonages, or offices, regulars exempt or not exempt, that every one of them
may be absent with him from their dignities and benefices, &c. under the
standard of the cross, without license obtained of any of their prelates, and yet
to receive and take the entire fruits of their benefices, as though they had been
personally resident upon the same.

8. Item, There is granted to all that pass the seas in this quarrel, either at
their own expense, or at the expense of any other, full remission of their sins;
and as large privileges are granted to those that pass the sea with him, as to
them that go to fight for the Holy Land.

9. Also, All such as from their proper goods and substance shall give sufficient
stipend to able soldiers, at the discretion of the aforesaid lord bishop or of any
other his deputy, although they themselves be not personally at this business
aforesaid, yet shall have like remission and indulgence, as they who were per-
sonally with him in this expedition.

10. Item, All they are partakers of this remission, who shall give a suitable
part of their goods to the said bishop to fight against the said schismatics.

11. Item, If any shall chance to die in the journey who are soldiers under
the said standard of the cross, or else the quarrel meanwhile to be by some
means made up, they shall fully and wholly receive the said grace, and shall be
partakers of the aforesaid indulgence and remission.

12. Item, He hath power to excommunicate, suspend, and interdict, what
persons soever be rebellious or disturbers of him in the execution of the power
committed unto him, of what dignity, state, degree, pre-eminence, order, place,
or condition soever they shall be : yea, although they be distinguished for regal,
queenly, or imperial dignity, or any dignity else whatsoever, either ecclesiastical
or mundane.

13. Item, He hath power to compel all religious persons whatsoever, and to
appoint them, and send them over sea, if it seem good to him, yea, although
they be professed of the friars mendicant, for the execution of the premises.

Form of the Pope's Absolution pronounced by the Bishop.
By the authority apostolical to me in this behalf committed, we absolve thee

A.B. from all thy sins confessed with thy mouth, and being contrite with thy
heart, and whereof thou wouldst be confessed if they came into thy memory;
and we grant unto thee plenary remission of sins, and we promise unto thee
the recompense of the just, and an increase of everlasting salvation. And as
many privileges as are granted to them that go to fight for the Holy Land, we
grant unto thee ; and we impart to thee a share in the suffrages of the prayers
and good works of the universal synod of the church, and of the holy catholic
church.

(1) The following Items have been collated with the Latin in Walsingham. and revised: the
second Item, as here given, is omitted by Foxe, who gives but 12 Items.—ED.
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52 THE BISHOP OF NORWICH, Til Ε POPES WARRIOR.

Richard This courageous or rather outrageous bishop, armed thus with the
- pope's authority, and prompt with his privileges, in the year aforesaid
A.D. (A.D. 1383), about the time of Lent, came to the parliament, where
1 3 8 3 · great consultation and contention, and almost no less schism, was,

about the voyage of this popish bishop in the parliament, than was
between the popes themselves; in which parliament many there
were, who thought it not safe to commit the king's people and
subjects to a rude and unskilful priest. So great was the diversity of
judgments in that behalf that the bishop1 s voyage was protracted to
the Saturday before Passion Sunday. On that Sunday wras sung the
solemn anthem, " Ecce crucem Domini, fugite partes adversse;" that
is, " Behold the cross of the Lord, fly away all you adversaries.""
After that Sunday the parties so agreed amongst themselves by
common decree, that the bishop should set forward on his voyage,
having given to him the fifteenth, which was granted to the king in
the parliament before. These things thus concluded, this warlike
bishop preparing beforehand all things in readiness, set forward on
his pope-holy journey; who, about the month of May, came to
Canterbury, and there, tarrying for a wind in the monastery of
St. Augustine, received a writ from the king that he should return to
him, to know further of his pleasure. The bishop fearing, that if he
turned again to the king, his journey should be staid, and so all his
labour and preparation lost, with great derision and shame unto him,
thought better to commit himself to fortune with that little army he
had, than, by tarrying, to be made a laughing stock to his adversaries.
Wherefore he sent word back again to the king, that he was now
ready prepared, and well forward on his journey ; and that it was not
expedient now to protract the time for any kind of talk, which, per-
adventure, should be to no manner of purpose; and that it was more
convenient for him to hasten in his journey to God's glory, and also
to the honour of the king. And thus he, calling his men unto him,
entered forthwith upon the seas, and went to Calais, where he, waiting
a few days for the rest of his army, on its arrival, took his journey
first to the town of Gravelines, which he besieged so desperately,
without any preparing of engines of war, or counsel of politic men
skilful in such affairs, that he seemed, rather to fly upon them, than
to invade them. At length, through the superstition of our men
trusting to the pope's absolution, he so harishly * approached the walls
and invaded the enemies, that a great number of them were piteously
slain with shot and wild-fire; till, in the end, the inhabitants being
oppressed and vanquished, our men entered the town with their
bishop, where they, at his commandment, destroying both man,
woman, and child, left not one alive of all those who remained in the
whole town. " And so it came to pass by the virtue of the cross,
that the enemies of the cross were so utterly destroyed, that not one
of them remained alive."2

From Gravelines this warlike bishop set forward to Dunkirk,
where, not long after, the Frenchmen meeting with him, joined with
him in battle ; in which battle, if the story be true, twelve thousand
of the Frenchmen were slain in the chase, and of our men only seven

(1) " Harerishly," edition 1570; " harishly," the subsequent editions : it means, " harshly," in
the sense of " violently." See Todd's Johnson.—ED.

(2) " Sicque crucis beneficio factum, ut crucis hostes ita delerentur, quod unus ex eis non
remansit." —Ex Chron. Mon. D. Albani. in Vita Iiic. II.
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It would require a long narration here to discourse of Richard
all things done in these popish wars; also it would be no less ridicu- -
lous to view and behold the glorious temerity of this new upstart A.D.
captain.. But certes, lamentable it is to see the pitiful slaughter and 138a
murder of Christ's people by means of these pitiless popes, during
these wars in France; as when the bishop coming from Dunkirk to
the siege of Ypres, a great number of Englishmen there were lost,
and much money consumed, and yet nothing done effectually, to the
great shame and ignominy of the bishop. Again, after the siege of
Ypres, thus with shame broken up, the same bishop proceeding with
a small power to fight with the French king's camp, contrary to the
counsel of his captains, who counted him rash and unskilful in his
attempt, was fain to break company with them; whereby part of the
army went unto Burburgh, and the bishop with the other part
returned to Gravelines; both which towns shortly after were besieged
by the French army, to the great loss both of the English and
French, In fine, when the bishop could keep Gravelines no longer,
the said bishop with his croysies, crossing the seas, came home again
as wise as he went. And thus, making an end of this pontifical war,
we will return again from whence we digressed, to the story and
matter of John Wickliff.

This John Wickliff returning again within short space, either from A.D.ISS4.

his banishment, or from some other place where he was secretly kept,
repaired to his parish of Lutterworth, where he was parson; and
there, quietly departing this mortal life, slept in peace in the Lord,
in the end 1 of the year 1384, upon Silvester's day.2

Here is to be noted the great providence of the Lord in this man,
as in divers others, whom the Lord so long preserved in such rages
of so many enemies from all their hands, even to his old age. For
so it appeareth by Thomas Walden, writing against him in his tomes
entitled " De Sacramentis, contra Wiclevium,' that he was well aged
before he departed, by that which the aforesaid Walden writeth of
him in his epilogue, speaking of Wickliff in these words;3 "so that
the same thing pleased him in his old age, which did please him
being young." Whereby it seemeth that Wickliff lived till he was
an old man by this report. Such a Lord is God, that whom he will
have kept, nothing can hurt.

This Wickliff had written divers and sundry works, which were
(1) Foxe says " the beginning:" for the reason of the alteration in the text, see Appendix.—ED.
(2) There is a small tract freely circulated among the papists in Ireland, entitled " A sure way

to find out the true religion." Dublin, sixth edition, 1833. The writer, following the steps of
Alanus Copus, and others, attacks our author by a reference to his calendar of martyrs. Of this
calendar Foxe thus speaks in the fourth edition, page 583, col. 1: " I n my book of Acts and Monu-
ments entreating of matters passed in the church these latter five hundred years, I did regulate
out a calendar; not for any canon to constitute saints, but only for a table of them, who within
the same time did suffer for the testimony of the word, whom I did, and do, take to be good and
godly men." And again, in the same page, col. 2, speaking of Sir John Oldcastle and others, he
says, " But this peradventure moveth your cholor, that in the calendar I named them tor martyrs.
And why may not I, in my calendar, call them by the name of martyrs, who were faithful witnesses
of Christ's truth and testament, for which they were also chiefly brought unto that end?" The
use of this term martyr, in cases of suffering short of death, is allowable by the authority of
Dr. Johnson, who thus quotes from South: " To be a martyr, signifies only to witness the truth of
Christ; but the witnessing of the truth was then so generally attended with persecution, that
martyrdom now signifies not only to witness, but to witness by death." Notwithstanding Foxe's
explanation of his meaning of this word martyr, we read in the tract above referred to, at page £1,
" John Wickliffe, martyr; this is another of Foxe's lies, for Wicklifle was never put to death, nor
yet so much as imprisoned for his heresy, but died in his bed at Lutterworth, in Leicestershire."
]uet the reader compare this Jesuitical insinuation of an untruth on the part of Foxe, with the above
detailed account of Wickliff's death, " quietly departing," and sleeping ' ' in peace in the Lord,"
and a more deliberate deception on the part of his adversary can hardly be conceived.—ED.

(3) " Ita ut cano placeret, quod juveni complacebat," &c.—Waldenus 2. tomo de Sacramentis,
contra Wiclevium.
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Richard burnt at Oxford A.D. 1410, tlie abbot of Shrewsbury being then
_ L · — commissary, and sent to oversee that matter.1 And not only in

· D England, but in Bohemia likewise, the books ο Ρ the said Wield iff
8 4 were set on fire by Sbinko Lepus, archbishop of Prague, who made

dili i i i i f h d b d h Th l
y p , p g

T ^ diligent inquisition for the same, and burned them. The volumes
wickiiff's which he is said to have burned, most excellently written, and richly
books. a c [ o r n e c L w i th bosses of gold, and rich coverings (as Eneas Silvius

writeth), were about the number of two hundred.
* I would to God, that our destinies had not so much envied us, as

to have deprived us of the felicity and commodity of so great a
treasure. Albeit, in this behalf, John Bale hath deserved not a little
praise, through whose exquisite labour and diligence it is brought to
pass, that not only certain titles and arguments of his books, but also
certain monuments,2 as I do hear, are recovered out of darkness; a
man who, not in this respect alone, hath well deserved, of good
students.*3

Johannes Cocleus,*in his book c De historia Hussitarum,^ speaking
of the books of Wickliff, testifieth, that he wrote very many books,
sermons, and tractations. Moreover, the said Cocleus, speaking of
himself, recordeth also, that there was a certain bishop in England,
who wrote to him, declaring, that he had yet remaining in his custody
two huge and mighty volumes of John Wickiiff's works, which, for
the quantity thereof, might seem to be equal to the works of St.
Augustine.

Among other of his treatises, I myself also have found out certain,
as ' De sensu et veritate Scripturse ;** ' De Ecclesia f c De Eucha-
ristia confessio Wicklevi,1 which I intend hereafter, the Lord so
granting, to publish abroad.

As concerning certain answers of John Wickliff which he wrote to
king Richard II., touching the right and title of the king and of the
pope, because they are but short, I thought here to annex them.
The effect whereof here followeth : —

The Substance of John Wickiiff's Answer to King Richard II . ,
touching the Right and Title of the King and the Pope.

It was demanded " whether the kingdom of England may lawfully in case of
A.D.1377. necessity, for its own defence, detain and keep back the treasure of the kingdom,

that it be not carried away to foreign and strange nations, the pope himself
demanding and requiring the same, under pain of censure, and by virtue of
obedience." Wickliff, setting apart the minds of learned men, and what might
be said in the matter, either by the canon law, or by the law of England, or by
the civil law, saith:

" It resteth now only to persuade and prove the affirmative part of this doubt,
by the principles of Christ's law. And first, I prove it thus: Every natural
body hath power given by God to resist against its contrary, and to preserve
itself in due estate, as philosophers know very well; insomuch, that bodies
without life are endued with such kind of power, as it is evident, unto whom
hardness is given to resist those things that would break them, and coldness to
withstand the heat that dissolveth them. Forasmuch then, as the kingdom of
England, after the manner and phrase of the Scriptures, ought to be one body,

(2) W
together, would make four or five volumes in f o l i o . E

(3) See the edition 1563, p. 98. (4) See Appendix.
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and the clergy, with the commonalty, the members thereof, it seemeth that the Richard
same kingdom hath such power given it of God; and so much the more IL

apparently, by how much the same body is more precious unto God, adorned ^ JQ
with virtue and knowledge. Forasmuch then as there is no power given of 2334'
God unto any creature for any end or purpose, but that he may lawfully use '-.
the same to that end and purpose, it followeth that our kingdom may lawfully
keep back and detain their treasure for the defence of itself, in what case soever
necessity doth require the same.

Secondly, The same is proved by the law of the gospel: for the pope cannot The ̂
challenge the treasure of this kingdom, but under the title of alms, and conse- g°P®'£
quently under the pretence of works of mercy, according to the rule of charity, the alms

But in the case aforesaid, the title of alms ought utterly to cease: Ergo, the j£ ̂ ood

right and title of challenging the treasure of our realm, shall cease also, in the men"
presupposed necessity. Forasmuch as all charity hath its beginning of itself, Necessity
it were no work of charity, but of mere madness, to send away the treasures of ^-^the
the realm unto foreign nations, whereby the realm itself may fall into ruin, pope's
under the pretence of such charity. alms.

Jt appeareth also by this, that Christ, the head of the church, whom all
Christian priests ought to follow, lived by the alms of devout women [Luke vii.
and viii.J He hungered and thirsted, he was a stranger, and many other
miseries he sustained, not only in his members, but also in his own body, as the
apostle witnesseth [2 Cor. viii.] " He was made poor for your sakes, that through
his poverty you might be rich:" whereby, in the first endowing of the church,
whatsoever he were of the clergy that had any temporal possessions, he had
the same by form of a perpetual alms, as both writings and chronicles do
witness.

Hereupon the blessed Bernard, declaring in his second book to Eugenius,
that he could not challenge any secular dominion by right of succession, as
being the vicar of St. Peter, writeth thus; " But let it be so, that you do chal- Note well,
lenge it unto you by some other ways or means; but, truly, by any right or *Jje jay-
title apostolical you cannot so do : for how could he give unto you that which Bernard.
he had not himself? That which he had, he gave you; that is to say, care ifst.John
over the church; but did he give you any lordship or rule ? Hark what h*ms

1
e:|f>

he saith, ' Not bearing rule as lords over the clergy, but behaving yourselves as speak
examples to the flock.' And lest thou shouldst think it to be spoken only in unto the
humility, and not in verity, mark the word of the Lord himself in the gospel, ^ . ^ r d
4 The kings of the people do rule over them, but you shall not do so.' Here doth unto
lordship and dominion are plainly forbidden to the apostles. Go to then, and Euge-
usurp (if thou darest), either (if thou wilt be a lord) the apostleship, or (if thou J^o be*6

wilt be an apostle) the lordship; for thou art plainly debarred the one or the thought
other. If thou wilt have both together, thou shalt lose both; or else think ^J^Jj6

thyself to be of that number, of whom God doth complain, saying, ' They have take it
reigned, but not through me; they are become princes, and I have not known patiently?
it.' Now if it do suffice thee to rule without God,1 thou hast thy glory, but ^ e pope
not with God. But if we will keep that which is forbidden us, let us hear what ieave his
is said, ' He that is the greatest amongst you,' saith Christ, 'shall be made lordship
as the least, and he which is the highest shall be as the minister;' and for apostle^8

example he set a child in the midst of them. So this, then, is the true form and ship; let
institution of the apostolic calling, lordship is forbidden, ministration is com- h*m

• . i , , r fe» r » choose

manded. which.
By these words of this blessed man, whom the whole church doth reverence The pope

and worship, it doth appear that the pope hath not power to hold in possession h a t h n o

the goods of the church, as lord thereof, but as minister and servant, and proctor over*
for the poor. And would to God, that the same proud and greedy desire of church
rule and lordship, which this see doth challenge unto it, were not a preamble g°ods·
to prepare a way for Antichrist; for it is evident by the gospel that Christ ^obtain
through his poverty, humility, and suffering of injury, begot unto him the the king-
children of his kingdom. d o m of

3 Christ.
(1) The Latin Edition of Foxe (p. 17) reads, " Jam si sine dominio regnare juvat," &c. which is

not sense. The English editions read : " If it do suffice thee to rule with the Lord," which also is
not sense. The Basil edition of Bernard, col. 1528, and the Benedictine edition, col. 1490, read,
" sine Deo." The translation of the passage from Bernard is improved.—ED.
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Richard And moreover, as far as I remember, the same blessed man Bernard, in his
II- third book, writeth also thus unto Eugenius, " N o poison, no sword, do I

A D. dread more for thee, than the lust of dominion." l

1381. This Wickliff, albeit in his lifetime he had many grievous enemies,
vet was there none so cruel to him, as the clergy itself. Yet, not-
withstanding, he had many good friends, men not only of the meaner
sort, but also of the nobility, amongst whom these men are to be
numbered, John Clenbon, Lewes Clifford, Richard Stury, Thomas
Latimer, William Nevil, and John Montague, who plucked down

Penance all the images in his church. Besides all these, there was the earl of
eaiof Salisbury, who, for contempt in him noted towards the sacrament, in
Salisbury. carrymg it home to his house, was enjoined by Ralph Ergom, bishop

of Salisbury, to make in Salisbury a cross of stone, in which all the
story of the matter should be written: and he, every Friday during
his life, to come to the cross barefoot, and bareheaded in his shirt,
and there kneeling upon his knees to do penance for his deed.2

The Londoners at this time, somewhat boldly trusting to the
mayor's authority, who for that year was John of Northampton, took
upon them the office of the bishops, in punishing the vices, belonging
to civil law, of such persons as they had found and apprehended in
committing both fornication and adultery; for, first, they put the
women in the prison, which, amongst them, was then named Dolium;
and lastly, bringing them into the market-place, where every man
might behold them, and cutting off their golden locks from their
heads, they caused them to be carried about the streets, with bag-
pipes and trumpets blown before them, to the intent they should be
the better known, and their companies avoided; according to the
manner then of certain thieves that were named " Appellatores,"
accusers or impeachers of others that were guiltless, who were so
served. And with other such like opprobrious and reproachful con-
tumelies did they serve the men also that were taken with them in

Fruits of committing the aforenamed wickedness and vices. Here the story
frû doi recordeth how the said Londoners were encouraged hereunto by John
trine. WicklifF, and by others who followed his doctrine, to perpetrate this

act, to the reproach of the prelates of the clergy; for they said, that
they did not only abhor to see the great negligence of those, to whom
that charge belonged, but also their filthy avarice they did as much
detest, who, for greediness of money, were choaked with bribes, and
winking at the penalties due to such persons by the laws appointed,
suffered such fornicators and incestuous persons favourably to continue
in their wickedness. They said, furthermore, that they greatly feared,
lest for such wickedness perpetrated within the city, and so apparently
dissembled, God would take vengeance upon them, and destroy their
city. Wherefore they said, that they could do no less than purge
the same; lest, by the sufferance thereof, God should bring a plague
upon them, or destroy them with the sword, or cause the earth to
swallow up both them and their city.3

(1) " Nullum tibi venenum, nullum gladium, plus formido, quam libidinem dominandi." See
this quotation infra, p. 71. Lewis (p. 51) and Dr. Vaughan (vol. i. pp. 361—365) inform us that the
original of the foregoing document is in the Bodleian MS. Joh. Seldeni, B. 10: the latter, who
examined it, gives an epitome of it, and says that it is a much more extensive and important
paper than would appear from Foxe's representation of it. See Appendix.—ED.

(2) Ex Chron. Mon. D. Alhani, in Vita Ric. II. (3) Ibid.
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This story, gentle reader, although the author thereof, whom I Ric'^rd

follow, doth give it out in reproachful terms to the great discom-
mendation of the Londoners for so doing, yet I thought not to ^
omit, but to commit the same to memory; which seemeth to me
rather to tend unto the worthy commendation both of the Londoners
and the aforesaid John of Northampton, the mayor. *iA notable
and worthy example, doubtless, of a true magistrate; which man, if
they that follow him now in like office, would also follow him in like
severity and diligence, I doubt not but that it would be better with
the city of London, for the good reformations of the people: so that,
we had not either fallen into this tempest of great misery, wherewith
all the realm of England is now plagued, or else, we should yet the
sooner shake off the plague, and put it away. But now, while the
princes do attend and give ear to blind prophecies, the bishops play
the tyrants,2 the divines are drowned in ambition, the prophets slain, the
noblemen fall into all kinds of lascivious wantonness, the magistrates
wink at vice unpunished, the common people run into all kinds of
lasciviousness ; while prostitution, divorcements, adultery, avarice and
covetousness, craft and deceit, drunkenness, contentions, usury and
perjury, with all other kinds of vice and wickedness, overflow now
the realm, what marvel is it, if all the joints and frames of the com-
monwealth being loosed asunder, all things run in heaps, to ruin
and decay.3

Hitherto it may be thought, that we are sufficiently instructed by
the great scourges, plagues, and miseries which have happened; and
except we are so, nothing will teach us what it is to fall into the hand
of the Lord, and what it is to abuse his holy gospel. Time it is,
yea, and high time doth require it, that we now, forsaking and wear-
ing weary of our old corruptions and evils, may at length convert
and turn the wrath and displeasure of God, into his mercy and favour;
which thing we shall soon do, if we first of all ourselves, do correct
and amend our lives, and change our vice into virtue ; but of this
matter (God willing) we will find another place to treat. Now we
will return again to the favourers of Wickliff, amongst whom is to
be counted the lord Cobham, who is reported openly to liave con-
fessed (as Walden writeth) that he did never with his heart hate
sin, before he was instructed and taught by Wickliff. All these
were noble men, yet was there no want amongst the meanest sort of
such as, with all their diligence, did defend his doctrine ; and espe-
cially among the Oxford men, of whom there was not one that escaped
free without some kind of mark ; for either they were most shame-
fully forced unto recantation, or most cruelly judged to the fire.*
After these things thus declared, let us now add the testimonial of
the university of Oxford in favour of John Wickliff.

The Public Testimony given by the University of Oxford, touching
the great Learning and good Life of John Wickiiff.4

Unto all and singular the children of our holy mother the church, to whom

(1) See edition, 1563, p. 100. Also the Lat. edition, p. 18.—ED.
(2) " Play the tyrants." " Episcopi rvpawevoval, ambitione insaniiuit theologi." Lat. edition,

1559, p. 18.—ED.
(3) 4 i What marvel," &c. " Quid minim, si luxatis undique reipublicae compagibus, ruin am

demum ac πανολβθρϊαν spec tare ornnia videantur." Lat. ed. 155!), p. 18.—ED.
(4) The enemies of Wickliff have endeavoured to overthrow the authenticity of this valuable
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Richard this present letter shall come, the chancellor of the university of Oxford,
JI- with the whole congregation of the masters, wish perpetual health in the Lord.

~Α~ΊΓΓ~ Forsomuch as it is not seemly, that the acts and monuments of valiant men,
13*84* n o r l ^ e P r a * s e a n ( * m e r i t s of good men, should be passed over and hidden with

L perpetual silence, but that true report and fame should continually spread abroad
the same in strange and far distant places, both for the witness of the same, and
the example to others; forsomuch also as the provident discretion of human
nature, well weighing the cruelty of mankind, hath devised this way of narra-
tive as a buckler of defence against such as do blaspheme and slander other
men's doings, that whensoever testimony by word of mouth cannot be present,
the pen by writing may supply the same :—

Hereupon it followeth, that the special good will and tender care which we
bear unto John Wickliff, sometime a son of this our university, and professor
of divinity, moving and stirring our minds (as his good manners required no
less), with one heart, voice, and testimony, we do witness all his conditions
throughout his whole life to have been praiseworthy; whose honest manners

Great and conditions, profoundness of learning, and most redolent renown and fame,
]ofned.ng w e desire the more earnestly to be notified and known unto all the faithful, for
with good that we understand the ripeness of his conversation, and his assiduous labours,
life and to tend to the praise of God, the good of others, and the profit of the church,
go mess. Wherefore we signify unto you by these presents, that his conversation, even

from tender years unto the time of his death, was so excellent and honest, that
never at any time was there any note or spot of suspicion reported of him.
But, in his answering, reading, preaching, and determining, he behaved himself
laudably. As a stout and valiant champion of the faith, he catholicly van-
quished by the sentences of holy Scripture all those, who by their wilful beggary
blasphemed and slandered Christ's religion. Neither was the said doctor con-
victed of any heresy, nor burned of our prelates after his burial.1 God forbid,
that our prelates should have condemned for a heretic a man of such probity;
who had written in logic, philosophy, divinity, morality, and the speculative
arts, without his peer (as we believe) amongst all the rest of the university.
The which we are delighted to produce to the knowledge of all and singular
to whom these presents may come, to the intent that the fame and renown of
the said doctor may be the more spread abroad. In testimony whereof, we
have caused these our letters testimonial to be sealed with our common seal.

Given at Oxford, in our congregation-house, the fifth day of October, in
the year of our Lord, 1406.2

The Testimony and Judgment of Master John Huss, touching
Master John Wickliff.3

Verily, as I do not believe, neither grant, that Master John Wickliff is a here-
tic, so do I not deny, but firmly hope, that he is no heretic; forasmuch as in all
matters of doubt, I ought, as near as I can, to choose the better part. Wherefore
I hope, that Master John Wickliff is one of them who should be saved. The

Motives words of Christ move me thereunto, saying [Matt, vii.] " Do not ye judge, that
Husito ^ Θ ^ e not judged," and [Luke vi.] " Do not condemn, and ye shall not be con-
undSer-° demned;" and the words of the apostle [1 Cor. iv.] " D o not ye judge before
take ^ the time, until the Lord do come, who shall both open those things that are hid
defence^ i n darkness, and manifest the secrets of the hearts."

Secondly, The charity which I ought to bear unto my neighbour, loving him
as myself, doth move me thereunto. [Luke x.]

Thirdly, His good fame and report moveth me, which he hath of the good

document: for the particulars of this controversy the reader is referred to Lewis's History,
p. 183 to 192. Dr. Wordsworth remarks upon this subject (Ecc. Hist. Vol. I. p. 94 in the note) :
"As to the practical value and importance of this testimonial, we have ample evidence of the
popularity at Oxford of Wickliffe's person and his cause in the concessions and the complaints oi
his adversaries." Foxe gives the writings of John Huss, as the source from whence he derived
this document, and it stands at p. 24, in the Latin edition of his Acts and Monuments.—ED.

(1) The bones of Wickliff were not yet commanded by the council of Constance to be burned.
(2) Ex 2. tomo operum Joa. Huss. fol. ult. [See infra, p. 64, note 3. Foxe's translation has

been revised according to the Latin.—ED.]
(3) This testimony forms part of a small piece by Huss, intituled " Replica Magistri Joannis

Huss contra Anglicum Joannem Stokes, Wicleffi calumniatorem, celebrata die Dominica post
Nativitatem Mariae, A.D. 1411." It is printed in Huss's works, edit. 1558, torn. i. fol. 108, and
Foxe's translation has been thence revised.—ED.
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priests, and not of the wicked; of the university of Oxford; and commonly of the Richard
vulgar sort, although not of the wicked, covetous, proud, and lecherous II*
prelates and priests.

Fourthly, His own writings do stir me thereunto, by winch he goeth about ^ " ί ν
with his whole endeavour to reduce all men unto the law of Christ, and espe- ^
cially the clergy, that they should forsake the pomp and dominion of this world,
and with the apostles lead the life of Christ.

Fifthly, His protestations, which he doth use in his sentences, very often
repeating the same, do not a little move me.

Sixthly, His affection which he had unto the law of Christ doth not a little
move me thereunto, asserting the verity thereof, which cannot fail -in any one
jot or tittle. Whereupon he made a book " concerning the verity of holy Scrip-
ture," approving, even unto the uttermost, the truth of God's law.1

Therefore, it were too foolish a consequence to say, that because the multi-
tude of the prelates and clergy in the realms of England, France, and Bohemia,
do count Master John Wicklifffor a heretic, that therefore Master John Wickliff
is a heretic. For so Jesus Christ were not God, because the Turks and the
Jews so judge, &c. The like reasoning would apply to the burning of his Burning
books; for it is written in the first book of Maccabees, the first chapter, that £ ^ j s

" They did burn the books of the Lord, tearing them in pieces, and whosoever n o prOof
was found to have kept any books of the Testament of the Lord, or which of his
observed and kept the law of the Lord, he was, by the king's commandment, l h e

put to death." If then the burning of books by wicked men did argue or
prove evil of the books, then were the law of God evil and naught. So
likewise the burning of St. Gregory's books, and those of divers other saints and
good men, should argue and prove that they were evil and naughty men.

Whereupon as it doth not follow, that because the chief-priests, scribes, and
pharisees, with the elders of the people, condemned Christ Jesus as a heretic,
that therefore he is a heretic; so likewise doth it not follow of any other man, False
that because the bishops, and masters of divinity, with the monks and prelates, c™se~
condemned that man as a heretic, therefore, he is a heretic. For this conse- ?<̂ roved
quence is reproved in the blessed John Chrysostome, who was twice condemned by Chry-
as a heretic by the bishops and the whole of the clergy. Likewise St. Gregory, s o s t o m e ·
in his books, was condemned by the cardinals.

By like proof also, as they affirm Master John Wickliff to be a heretic, John p u t e of
duke of Lancaster, a man of worthy memory, and progenitor of Henry, king of Lancas-
England that now is, should be a heretic : because the said duke defended, ^der^f
cherished, and greatly loved Master John Wickliff; ergo, the said duke is or Wickliff.
was a heretic. The consequence is good; for the minor is well known to
Englishmen, the major appeareth in the canon law, where it is said (Causa 24.
qusest. ult.), " H e who defendeth a heretic, is not only a heretic, but a here-
siarch."

But, these things set apart, I demand of the adversary, whether Master John wickiiff 1
Wickliff be damned for ever or no? If he say, that he is damned because he £™^£ηο

is a heretic, I propound this unto him: whether Master John Wickliff, whilst
he lived, held any false doctrine contrary to the holy Scriptures ? If he do
affirm it, let him then show what doctrine that is, and afterwards show that he
held it obstinately. But he shall find that in his books he always wrote com-
mendable protestations against obstinacy.

Further, Master John Stokes in his " Intimation " saith, that Master John
Wickliff in England is counted for a heretic. This seemeth also false by the
letter testimonial of the university of Oxford, to which there is more credit to
be given than unto him. And if any one shall dare to say that the letter is
forged, let him be bound under a penalty to prove i t : to do which he must
prove the Englishmen falsifiers, for the seal and the letter on parchment are
clearly English.

Now as we have declared the testimony of the university of Oxford,
and of John Huss, concerning the praise of John WicklifF, it followeth,
likewise, that we set forth and express the contrary censure and
judgments of his enemies, blinded with malicious hatred and corrupt

(1) Lib. de sensu et veritate Scripturae per J. Wicklev.
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mchard affections against him; especially of the pope's council gathered at
n' Constance, proceeding, first, in condemning his books, then his

A.D. articles, and afterward burning his bones. The copy of their sentence
1384. given against him by that council here followeth.

The Sentence given by the Council of Constance, in condemning
the Doctrine and Forty-five Articles of John Wickliff. A.D.
1415.1

The holy and sacred synod of Constance, making a general council and repre-
senting the catholic church, being lawfully gathered together in the Holy
Ghost for the extirpation of this present schism and of the errors and heresies
springing under the shadow of the same, and for the reformation of the church,
for the perpetual memory of the thing :—

We are taught by the writings and acts of the holy fathers, that the catholic
faith, " without which," as saith the apostle, " it is impossible to please God,"
hath often been attacked by false worshippers, or rather perverse impugners,
of the said faith; who, through their proud curiosity, affected to be wiser than
they ought to be, and, through their desire of worldly glory, have gone about to

The overthrow the same faith ; the which hath been as often defended against them
spiritual with the shield of faith by the faithful and spiritual soldiers of the church. These
JĴ y of kind of wars were prefigured to us in the carnal wars of the Israelites against
church the idolatrous nations. In these spiritual wars, then, the holy catholic church,
iTur d b e m g enlightened in the true faith with the beams of the heavenly light, by the
bjPthe providence of God, and with the help of the saints, always continuing immacu-
carnai late, and the darkness of error as her most cruel enemy being put to flight,
thTis^ h a t n m o s t gloriously triumphed. But in these times, that old and envious
raelites. enemy hath raised up new contentions, that the elect of this age might be made

manifest, whose captain and prince in time past was one John Wickliff, a false
Christian; who, during his lifetime, obstinately asserted and dogmatized many
articles contrary to the Christian religion and the catholic faith, forty-five
whereof we have thought good here to set down, and they are as followeth.

Dialogue And the same John Wickliff composed certain books which he called " Dia-
lo^iJof1 l°gu e" anc* " Trialogue," and many other treatises, volumes, and small works,
Wickliff. in which he inserted and dogmatized the aforesaid and many other damnable

and execrable articles; the which his books, for the more publication of his
perverse doctrine, he did set forth openly for every man to read. Whence great
scandal, damage, and peril to souls hath ensued in divers regions, but espe-
cially in the kingdoms of England and Bohemia. Against which the masters
and doctors of the universities and schools of Oxford and Prague rising up in
the truth of God, within a while after did formally condemn the said articles.

His books Moreover, the most reverend fathers, the archbishops, for the time being,
ê tcfbe11" °^ Canterbury, York, and Prague, legates of the apostolic see in the kingdoms
burned, of England and Bohemia, did condemn them. And the said archbishop of

| Prague, commissary of the apostolic see in this behalf, did moreover judge the
books of the said Wickliff to be burnt, and forbade the reading of any of
those books which might remain unburned.

And again, those things being brought to the knowledge of the apostolic see
and of the general council, the bishop of Rome in the last council celebrated at
Rome condemned the said books, treatises, and small works, commanding
them to be burned; most straitly forbidding that any one bearing the name of
Christ should dare either to read, or expound, or keep any of the said books,
volumes, treatises, or works; or in any way use them; or else allege them
publicly or privily, but to their reprobation. And, to the intent that this
dangerous and most filthy doctrine should be utterly banished out of the church,
he gave commandment that diligent inquisition should be made every where by

Words of the ordinaries of the places, by apostolic authority and ecclesiastical censure
without7 ( w ^ *ke addition, that, if need be, proceedings should be instituted against
due pro recusants as against fautors of heresy), after all such books, treatises, volumes,

(1) The original Latin is in Labbe's Cone. Gen. torn. xii. col. 4, whence Foxe's translation has
been revised. The sentence was passed on Saturday, May 4th, A.D. 1415, in the eighth session,
at the same time in fact with the decree given at p. 94, for disinterring and burning "Wickliff's
bones.—ED.



BY THE COUNCIL OF CONSTANCE. 61

and works, and that the same being found, should be publicly burned with Richard
tire. IL

And this holy synod caused the aforesaid forty-fire articles to be examined A . D .
and oftentimes perused by many most reverend fathers of the church of Rome, ]3g4.
cardinals, bishops, abbots, masters of divinity, and doctors of both laws, besides -
a great number ofother learned men; which articles being so examined, it was £j^™Jj
found (as in truth it is no less) that some, yea and many of them, were and are be a thief.
notoriously heretical, and for such long ago condemned by the holy fathers; So we
other some not catholic, but erroneous; other some scandalous and blasphemous; h e a r y°u

certain of them offensive unto godly ears; and many of them rash and seditious. s a y '
It is found, also, that his books do contain many other articles of like quality,
and that they do induce into the church of God unsound and unwholesome1

doctrine, inimical both to faith and morals. Wherefore, in the name of our So
Lord Jesus Christ, this synod, ratifying and approving the sentences and judg- ^f^
ments of the aforesaid archbishops and council of Rome, do by this decree for ai e r s p e r .
evermore reprove and condemn the aforesaid articles and every one of them, petually
his books which he entituled "Dialogue" and "Trialogue," 2 and all other ^ n

e p

books, volumes, treatises, and works, of the same author, by what name soever Christ
they be entituled, which we will to be here sufficiently expressed and named. ^™-
Also, we forbid unto all faithful Christians the reading,3 learning, exposition, ! j ^ u

g

g h

and alleging of the said books or any of them, but for the reprobation of the the sepui-
same ; and we forbid all and singular, under pain of curse, that they never from c h r e ^ e

d

henceforth presume openly to preach, teach, or hold, or by any means allege Christ6 '
the said articles or any of them, except, as is aforesaid, for the reprobation of will rise,
them; commanding all those books, treatises, volumes, and works aforesaid, to
be openly burned, as was decreed in the synod at Rome,4 and as is before, ex-
pressed. The execution and observance whereof the aforesaid sacred synod doth ο mar-
charge the ordinaries of the places vigilantly to intend, according as it apper- veiious
taineth to every man's duty, by the laws and holy canons. synod!

What these articles were, here condemned by the council, collected
out of all his works, and exhibited to the said council, to the number
of forty-five, the copy of them here following declareth.

Certain Articles gathered out of WicklifFs Books by his Adver-
saries, to the Number of Forty-five in all, exhibited up to the
Council of Constance after his Death, and in the same Council
condemned.

NOTE.—Besides the twenty-four articles above mentioned5, there were others
also gathered out of his books, to the number of forty-five in all, which his
malicious adversaries, perversely collecting and maliciously expounding, did
exhibit up to the Council of Constance; which to repeat all, though it be not
here needful, yet to recite certain of them as they stand in that council, it
shall not be superfluous.6

25. All such as engage to pray for others on condition of their providing
for them in temporals, are guilty of simony.

26. The prayer of a reprobate availeth no man.
27. All things happen from absolute necessity.7

(1) " Unwholesome," because they teach against the pomp of the pope.
(2) Because this "trialogue" teareth the pope's triple crown. [The ancient crown or " tiara "

(mentioned at page 172 of vol. ii.) was a round high cap. Pope John XXIII. first encircled it with
a crown; Boniface added to it a second crown, and Benedict XII. added the third. This covering
for the head of the pope, which has increased in splendour, as his church has increased in pride,
is the badge of his civil right, as the keys are of his spiritual jurisdiction ; for as soon as the pope
is dead, his arms are represented with the tiara alone, without the keys.—ED.]

(3) Upon this injunction against Wickliff's works Foxe observes, " Rub a galled horse on the
back, and he will wince." By which he means, that the church of Rome, having been once made
to smart under the attacks of Wickliff, was anxious that old wounds should not be reopened, and
therefore condemned and reprobated his writings.—ED.]

(4) At Rome, " nether barrel, better herring." (5) See above, pp. 21, 22.—ED.
(6) Foxe's translation of the following articles has been revised from the Latin.—ED.
(7) This article, omitted in all the English editions of Foxe, is here restored to its place from the

Latin edition of 1559, p. 36. " Omnia de necessitate absolute eveniunt." To this our author
adjoins a side note ; " Et hie forte calumnia." The reader will also find the article in Orthuinus
Gratius, fol. 144, and Cochlaeus, p. 10; it is likewise amongst those which follow, collected by


