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TO HIS MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY

WILLIAM THE FOURTH.

SIRE,

THE Original Compiler of these ACTS AND MONUMENTS

of the Church, enjoyed the distinguished privilege of
dedicating them to your Majesty's most noble prede-
cessor, Queen Elizabeth.

The same brilliant halo of Royal Favour which encircled
them then, shines around these Volumes with renewed
splendour, under the auspicious sanction of your own
Illustrious Name.

May the Almighty Hand of God, which has quelled the
storm of persecution in the British Reformed Church,
and has established the Protestant Faith in this favoured
land, continue to be the sure Defence of your Throne.
May no lukewarmness in Holy Things, betray your
Loyal Subjects into a false security, under the enjoyment
of their Temporal and Spiritual Blessings ; ' but may they
learn, from these sorrowful Records of the Acts and
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Monuments of other days, duly to value, and fearlessly
to maintain, that Scriptural Doctrine of the Church,
" Repentance towards God," and to build upon the only
Secure Foundation, " Faith towards our Lord Jesus
Christ."

And when, in subduing all things unto Himself, the
Eternal King of Kings shall have put down all earthly
Rule, and all Authority and Power, that your Majesty,
and your Royal Consort, may be accepted, through the
Merits of Christ your Saviour, to share, to His praise,
Diadems that will never fade, and Kingdoms that will never
change, is the best wish, and the earnest prayer, of

Your Majesty's most faithful,

And very devoted Subject and Servant,

STEPHEN REED CATTLEY.

FULHAM,

December 15th, 1836,
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ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA.

Page Line
28 10 from top, for 'Church of England' read

' Church in England.'
35 Note, add ' at present.'
45 14 from top, before ' at Boston' insert ' in

the parish of St. Botolph.' See Tan-
ner's Bibliotheca.

46 12 from top, after 'married again' insert
' to one Richard Meldon.'

— 25 for ' from the year 1545' read ' until the
year 1545.'

— 26 and 27. He took his bachelor's degree the
17th of May, 1538, and his master's the
6th June, 1543.

48 22 from top, for ' 1532' read ' 1533.'
51 Note(l) line 1, for 'barbarici' read 'bar-

baricse.'
52 14 for ' prosecutions' read ' persecutions.'
— 39 for ' arts ' read ' means.'
54 30 from top, after 'experienced' insert 'if

called upon to leave any communion in
which they have been brought up and
educated.'

66 30 for ' fearful' read 'jealous.'
— 39 for ' their ' read 'its. '
70 20 for ' appears' read ' appear/
72 Note (2) for « Care' read ' Case.'
— — (3) add reference to Collier, vol. v.

pp. 188, 189, new ed.
72 Note (4) for ' in eal parte' read · in ea

parte.'
__ _ (4) add the following, to prove that

Foxe was admitted to the priest ·
hood. London OrdinationBook,
1550 to 1577. He was ordained
on the 24th day of January,
1559, by Edmund Grindal,
bishop of London.

73 10 Some of the prayers of the English Book
of Common Prayer were taken from the
Gallican liturgy. See Palmer's Orig.
Liturg.

' — 36 for ' Hsec etiam' read ' Hsec etenim.'
76 5—7. This is not quite correct. The Com-

mentarii were published in 1554, and
therefore before he had left Frankfort,
as is said in the previous sentence.
See p. 80.

80 Note (2). The supposition of the mis-
carriage is not correct, as we read of a
daughter who must have been born
about this time, from her age while at
Basil. See p. 120.

87 Note (1), for ' fitnesses ' read ' unfit-
nesses.'

Page Line
98 Note (1), for ' Heylyn's History of Pres-

byterism' read ' Presbyterians.'
101 Note (1). There are different readings in

the letter from that found in Strype.
The one in the Note is exactly as copied
from that in the Brit. Mus.

107 27 after 'finished' insert two commas, to
mark close of quotation.

117 24 after « 1557' insert ' Grindal.'
122 17 for ' afflicting' read ' inflicting.'
125 Note(l), after ' here' insert 'with the

preceding letter.'
135 Note (3), line 6, for ' defensor' read ' de-

fensoris.'
136 22 for ' procuratorum' read ' procuratorem.'
— Note (2), line 2, for ' t ua ' read ' tuae.'

154 Note (3), for 'existimas' read ' existi-
mavi '—' dialogorum ' read ' diologo··
rum'—'nominatur* read 'nominatim'
— ' dialogis' read ' diologis' — ' sine
responsione,' read 'sive responsionem'
—' exitaram' read ' exituram'—' 111-
ryicum' read Illyricum.'

173 Note (3), line 13, for ' quos dam' read
'quosdam'—line 16, for ' ejus modi'
read ' ejusmodi'—line 20, for ' archi-
diaconis' read ' archidiaconus.'

174 Note (2), line 2, for ' ut privatum' read
' ad privatam'—line 4, for ' optime
religionis institutionum' read ' optimse
religionis institutionem'—line 5, for
' pietatum' read ' pietatem.'

177 1 for ' tempora' read ' temporal.'
— In the Enactment upon the Recital 1,

line 5, for ' synodals' read ' synodal.'
178 60 after 'papal' insert 'law.'
188 Note (1), last line, for ' atlegetur' read

' ablegetur.'
209 9 after 'unto you' insert ' as.'
— Note (2), for ' Parge' read ' Perge.'
210 19,20, for ' Osorio' read ' Osorius.'
212 1 for ' Osorio' read ' Osorius.'
255 29 after ' years' insert a comma.
301 22 for ' Rainerius ' read ' Reinerius.'
332 1 from bottom, for ' of the eleventh' read

' from the eleventh.'
376 Note (3\ for ' Ash' read ' Art.'
387 43 after ' Miller' insert the figure 1, refer-

ence to the Note.
394 Note (a), for ' Parke1 read ' Parker.'
408 31 vide p. 136, Note to page 135.
425 40 for ' miserecors' read ' misericors.'
454 27 for 'condemn' read 'condemns'—for

' with' read ' while.'



SUBSCRIBERS.

HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF HANOVER, (ROYAL).

H. R. H. PRINCE GEORGE OF CAMBRIDGE, (ROYAL),

ASHLEY, Rt. Hon. Lord, M.P. (royal)
Abdy, Rev. J. C. Horselydown
Abdy, Rev. C. B. Thoydon-Garnon, Essex
Abney, Rev. Ε. Η. York
Acaster, Rev. J. York
Adams, Rev. C.
Adams, Rev. W. D.D. Halstead
Adlington, Rev. J. Worcester
Adshead, J. Esq. Manchester (2 copies)
Agnew, Miss, Albany
Albutt, Mr. Hanley (royal)
Alder, B. Esq. Keynsham, near Bristol
Aldham, Rev. H. Stoke-Prior
Alexander, J. Esq. Carlton Terrace
Allan, Rev. H. Kincardine
Allen, Rev. H. Hay, S. Wales (royal)
Allix, Miss, Shrewsbury
Allnutt, Mr. F. Portsea
Allport, Rev. J. Birmingham
Allwood, Rev. P.
Almond, Rev. G. Glasgow
Alsager, Capt.M.p. Derby-st.Westminst.(ryl.)
Alsop, Miss, Litchford Hall, nr. Manchester
Anderson, J. Esq. Regent's Park
Anderson, Rev. E. Hickling, Leicestershire
Anderson, Mr. Burley Hall
Anderson, Rev. C. Edinburgh
Andrew, Rev. W. Halket-hill, Norfolk
Andrews, Miss, Somerton (royal)
Andrews, Mr. Durham
Andrews, G. W. Esq. Sudbury
Anstey, —, Esq. Bradford (roj'al)
Archer, Rev. W. H. Doveridge
Arkwright, Rev. H. Cromford, Derbyshire
Armitshead,Rev.J.Hermitage,Holme'sChpl.
Armstrong, Rev. —, Bury
Astle, Mr. G. Cloak-lane
Atchison, T. Esq. Chelsea
Atfield, Miss, Portsea
Athawes, Rev. J. Loughton
Atkinson, G. Esq. Salisbury
Atkinson, J. Esq.
Attwood, Rev. G. Framlingham
Aubin, Rev. P. Fellow Jesus Coll. Oxford
Austin, Mr. J. B. Peckham
Austin, Rev. C. A.
Ayres, Rev. T. Ryrne

BUCCLEUCH, His Grace the Duke of
BUTE, The Most Hon. the Marquis of
BROWNLOW, Earl
BANDON, Earl of (royal)
BANDON, Countess of
BARHAM, Lord (royal)
BERNARD, Viscount
BEXLEY, Lord

BOLLAND, Right Hon. Baron
BLAKISTON, Sir M. Bart. (2 copies)
BRIDGES, Sir Brook W. Bart.
BLOMEFIELD, Sir T. Bart.
BRISBANE, Lady
Babington, Rev. J. Cossington, Leicestersh.
Badham, Rev. C. Chelmondiston
Bagshawe, Rev. C. F. Manchester
Bagshawe, Rev. Ε. Β. Eyam
Bailey, Mr. Wootton-under-Edge
Bain, Mr. Haymarket
Bainbrigge, T. P. Esq. Derby
Baker, Rev. A. A. Baslow, Derbyshire
Baker, Miss, Tamworth
Baker, Rev. Τ. Β. Woburn Chapel
Baker, A. J. C. Esq. Cresswell, Northum-

berland (1 royal and 1 demy)
Baker, Rev. R. G. Fulham
Baker, Mr. H.
Balfour, T. Esq. M.P.
Bamford, Rev. R. W. Durham
Banks, Rev. S. Haddenham, Isle of Ely
Bans, Rev. G. Rowley-Regis
Bardgett, W. Esq. Highbury-terrace
Barker, Rev. F. Edge-hill, Liverpool
Barker, Rev. W. G. Combe St. Nicholas
Barker, Mrs. Clare Priory
Barkworth, J. Esq. Anlaby, nr. Hull (royal)
Barlow, Miss, Ealing
Barnard, C. V. Esq. Newington-green (royal)
Barnes, Rev. W. Brixton-Deverill
Barnes, Rev. G. Grimstone, near Lynn
Barnett, Rev. S. W. Bronham, Wilts
Barnstaple Clerical Book Club
Barratt, Rev. J. C. Hull
Barrett, Lieut. Camel
Barrett, Rev. J. C. Birmingham
Barrington, Hon. & Rev. L. West Tytherly
Barron, Rev. J. A. Slanmore (royal)



SUJiSClUBKIlS.

Barrow, Rev. F, Margate
Barry, J. S. Esq. Lota
Bartlett, R. Esq. Chelmsford
Bartlett, J. Esq. Blandford
Barton, Rev. J. A.M. Eastchurch
Barton, T. Esq. Mount-street (royal)
Barwick, Rev. Τ. Μ. Riddings, Derbyshire
Bates, Rev. G. F. West Mailing, Kent
Batho, J. Esq. Chesbunt (1 demy & 1 royal)
Batho, Miss C. Chesbunt
Bathurst, Rev.W.H. Barwick in Elmett,Yks.
Battle, the Dean of (royal)
Baxter, W. Esq. Keppel-street
Baxter, N. Esq.
Bayfield, Rev. B. Halifax
Bay ley, Rev. A. Banbury
Bayley, Rev. R. (royal)
Bayley, Rev. J. Chilthorn
Baylie, Rev. J. Wolverhampton
Baynon, Rev. D. Newbould-on-Stour
Beachcroft, Mrs. R. P. (2 copies)
Beamish, Rev. Η. Η.
Beauman, J. Esq. Hyde Park5 Co. Wexford
Beckwith, Major-General, Chester
Beddy, Rev. J. F. St. Thomas', Monmouth
Bedford, Rev. W. R. Sutton-Coldfield
Beilby, T. Esq. Birmingham
Beilby, Mr. J. H. Birmingham
Bell, Rev. H. Ruddington, Notts (royal)
Bellingham, Rev. J. Gloucester
Bence, J. M. Esq. Bristol
Bennett, Mr. J. Tewkesbury
Benstead, J. Esq. Fleet-street
Bentinck, G. Esq. John-street, Berkeley-sq.
Berridge, Mr. W. Windsor
Berwick Subscription Library
Be van, C. J. Esq. Upper Harley-st. (royal)
Bevan, R. Esq. Rougham, near Eury
Bevan, Rev. F. Carlton-Rode, Norfolk (ryl.)
Bevan, Rev. T. Truro
Bevan, Mr. E. Clifton
Bevan, Mrs. C. Devonshire-place (royal)
Bevan, Miss L. Devonshire-place (royal)
Bevan, J. Esq. Devonshire-place (royal)
Bevan, B. Esq. Devonshire-place
Beverley, R. M. Esq.
Biber, Dr. Coombe Wood
Bickersteth, Rev. E. Watton
Bickersteth, Rev. J. Acton
Biddulph, Rev. Ζ. Η. Backwell
Biddulph, Rev. Τ. Τ. Bristol
Bidwell, L. S. Esq. Thetford
Binns, Mrs. Bath
Birch, Rev. J. W. Cheselbourne
Birch, Mr. H.
Bird, Rev. G. Great Wigborough
Bird, Rev. C. S. Burghfield, Reading
Bishop, Rev. — Northampton

Bisset, Rev. J. C.
Blackburn, Rev. J. Attercliff'e
Blackburne, H. Esq. Doctors' Commons
Blackden, Rev. B. D. Thorp
Blair, Miss H. Edinburgh
Blake, Rev. E.
Blakiston, R. Esq. Queen's Coll. Oxford
Blanchard, J. Esq. York
Bland, N. L, Esq. Bath
Blandy, W. Esq. Reading
Blandy, Rev. T. F. Preston Candover
Blanshard, Rev. H. Northallerton
Blaydes, Rev. H. Martley
Blayds, T. Esq. Leeds
Blencowe, Rev —, Cheltenham
Blenkinsopp, G. T. L. Esq. Newcastle
Bliss, T. Esq. Dublin
Bloyd, Rev. H. Martley, near Worcester
Blunt, Rev. H.
Blyth, Rev. E. J. Burnham, Norfolk
Bockett, Mr. D. S. Lincoln's-inn-fields
Bohn, Mr. J. King William-street, Strand
Bolster, Rev. J. A. (royal)
Bond, J. Esq. Freston
Bond, Mr. Polesworth
Bonnor, B. Esq. Gloucester
Booth, Rev. P. Walsingham, Norfolk
Booth, W. J. Esq. Red Lion-square
Booth, Rev, S. Salford
Borrer," W. Esq. Henfield
Borton, J. Esq. Bury St. Edmunds
Bott, John, Esq. Coton Hall, Derbyshire
Bottrille, Mrs. E. Lutterworth
Bouchier, Rev. B. Cheam (royal)
Bousferd, Rev. M. G. Cavan
Bovven, Rev. T. Troedyrawr, Cardigan
Boyd, C. Esq. Hackney
Boyles, Rev. C. G. Petersfield (2 copies)
Bradford, Rev. J. Newton Abbott
Bradford, Major, Montague-square
Bradney, Rev. J. Charlton
Bramah, T. Esq. Pimlico (royal)
Bramley, R. Esq. Leeds
Bramston, T. W. Esq. Chelmsford (royal)
Bramston, Rev. J. Great Baddow
Brandram, Rev. A. Beckenham
Bransom, Rev. H. Armthorpe, nr. Doncaster
Briant, Mr. W. jun. Kennington
Briant, Mr. H. Reading (royal)
Bridge, Rev. E. Launcells
Bridges, Rev. Β. Η. Danbury
Bridges, J. Esq. (1 demy & 1 royal)
Bridges, Rev. N. Henstridge
Bridges, W. Esq. Blackheath
Bridges, Rev. C. Old Newton
Bridges, Miss, Blackheath
Bridges, Rev. B. G. Orlingbury, Wellingbro'
Brinton, Miss, Speen Hill (2 copies)



SUB SCR JEERS.

Bristo, H. G. Esq. Ipswich
Bristow, Mrs. Blackheath-road (2 copies)
Brock, Rev. W. Bishop's Waltham, Hants
Brock, Rev. Ϊ . Guernsey (royal)
Brock, Rev. E. Bath
Brock, Dr. Guernsey (royal)
Brock, Mrs. H. F. Guernsey
Brodrick, Hon. Mrs. J. Reading
Brodrick, C. Esq. Queen Anne-street
Brodrick, Rev.W. J. Castle-Rising, nr. Lynn
Bromehead, Rev. R. Temple Normanton
Bromehead, Mr. W. Edgbaston
Bromley House Library, Nottingham
Brook, Rev. E. P. Dublin
Brook, J. Esq. Thornton Lodge
Brooke, Counsellor, Dublin
Brooke, Messrs. W. & B. Lincoln (2 copies)
Brooke, S. B. Esq. Clapham
Brookes, B. Esq. Bedford-st. Covent Garden
Brown, W. Esq. Glasgow
Brown, Rev. Dr. J. Edinburgh
Brown, Mr. J. G. jun. Leicester
Browne, Rev. H. Earnley, Sussex
Browne, Rev. T. C. Derby (royal)
Browne, Rev. H. A. Market-Rasen
Browne, Ven. Archdeacon, Cotgrave, Notts
Browne, Captain A. A.
Browne, Mr. J. University-street
Bruce, Rev. J. C.
Bruen, Colonel, Oak Park, Carlow
Bryan, Rev. Guy, Woodham-Walter (royal)
Bryant, Mr. L. Gloucester (royal)
Brydges, Mrs. E. Cheltenham
Brymer, Ven. Archdeacon, Bath
Buchanan, Rev. J. Barnwood
Budd, Rev. H. White Roothing (royal)
Buddicom, Pvev. R. P. Everton, Liverpool
Bulkeley, Mr. W.
Bull, Rev. Dr. Canon of Christchurch (royal)
Bull, Rev. J. G.Tattingston Rectory, Suffolk
Bull, Rev. E. Pentlow
Bull, Rev. W. H. Sowerby
Bull, Rev. G. S. Bierley, Bradford
Bull, Mr. Chancery-lane
Bull, Rev. J. G. Godalming
Burdekin, Mr. R. York
Burge, W. Esq. New-square, Lincoln's-inn
Burges, Rev. —, Portbury
Burne, Captain R.
Burns, Rev. J. M. A. Farnworth
Burnside, Rev. J. Plumtree, Notts
Burrow, Rev. Τ. Ε. Pinner
Burt, Rev. J. T. Barnham
Burton, Rev. R. W. Ramelton
Burton, Mr. J. Ipswich
Bury, Rev. C. A. Bonchurch, Isle of Wight
Butler, Rev. Dr. Gayton, Northamptonsh.
Buttemer, Rev. R. D. Godalming

Butts, C. Esq. Brunswick-crescent
Byers, Mr. W.

CHOLMONDELEY, Marquis (2 copies)
CHANDOS, Marquis of
CALCUTTA, Right Rev. Lord Bishop of
CHICHESTER, Right Rev. Lord Bishop of
CORK & CLOYNE, Rt. Rev. Ld. Bp. of (royal)

CARNEGIE, Lady
Caistor, W. Y. Esq. Manchester
Calcraft, J. H. Esq. M.P. (royal)
Caldecott, Mr. C. M. Holbrook Grange
Caldwell, Rev. J. Newtown Mt. Kennedy
Cameron, Rev. C.
Camidge, Rev. —, Moscow
Camidge, Rev. C. Poppleton, near York
Cammeyer, Miss S. Powis Place
Campbell, Mr. W.
Campbell, Rev. J. M. Eye
Capper, Rev. D. Great Missenden, Bucks
Garden, T. Esq. Worcester
Carless, Mrs. E. Barmley
Carlyle, Rev. —, Hereford
Carne, W. Esq. Falmouth
Carpenter, Rev. W. Douglas, Isle of Man
Carpenter, Rev. H. Liverpool
Carr, Rev. W. B. D. Bolton-Abbey
Carr, Mr. Ε. Η. Trin. Coll. Camb. (royal)
Carr, Rev. J. South Shields
Carr, Rev. C. Burnley
Carrington, Mr. Chelsea (royal)
Carson, Rev. Dr. Cavan
Carter, Miss, High-Wycombe
Cartwright, Mr. D. Loughboro'
Case, Rev. J. Walton, Liverpool
Catherine Hall Library
Cator, Rev. C. Stokesley Rectory, Yorkshire
Cattley, J. Esq. Highbury-terrace
Cattley, H. Esq. Camberwell
Cattley, Miss L. Lark-Hall-lane (royal)
Cavendish, Hon. R. Βelgrave-square
Chad, G. W. Esq. Bagthorp
Chaffers, Rev. T. Liverpool
Chaplin, Rev. G. A. Raithby
Chapman, W. Esq. Newcastle
Charlesworth, Rev. B. Leeds
Charlesworth, Mrs. Leeds
Charlotte Elizabeth (2 copies)
Cheap, Rev. A. Knaresborough
Chessyre, Rev. W. J. Worcester
Chessyre, J. Esq. Manchester (royal)
Chilver, Mrs. Cheltenham
Chippendale, J. Esq. Hillingdon (royal)
Chippendale, W. Esq. Bunhill-row (royal)
Christian, H. C. Esq. Islington
Christian, H. S. Esq. Bilton, nr. Knaresbro'
Christopher, W. Esq. Drayton Lodge, Tring
Church, J. T. Esq. Bedford-row



SUBSCRIBERS.

Church Missionary Society's Library
Clark, Rev. H. Harmeston
Clark, Rev. W. Haslingfield, nr. Cambridge
Clark, Mr.
Clark, H. B. Esq. Budle Ho. Northumberl.
Clark, Rev. T. Preston (royal)
Clark, Rev. J. C. Chertsey
Clarke, W. Esq. Thetford
Clarke, Ε. Η. Esq. Leamington
Clarke, G. R. Esq. Spring Gar.-ter. (royal)
Clarke, Mr. L. Preston (2 demy & 1 royal)
Clarke, Mr. G. Dorchester
Clarke, Rev. H. D. Bampton
Clarke, Mr. Bradford
Clarke, Rev. W. W. North Wootton (royal)
Clarkson, Rev. J. Barford, Beds (royal)
Claxon, Rev. Dr. Gloucester
Clay, Mr. Bread-street-hill
Clay, Rev. J. Stepenhill, Burton-on-Trent
Clayton, Rev. —, Newcastle-on-Tyne
Cleaveland, Rev. H. Beckston
Clemenson, Rev. W. Liverpool
Clennell, T. Esq. Harbottle Castle
Clerical Society of Nuneaton
Clerical Society of Norwich
Clifton, H. Esq. Ruddington, Notts
Clowes, Rev. T. Yarmouth (royal)
Cludde, Miss, Wrockwardine, Salop
Cludde, Mrs. Orleton
Clutterbuck, Rev. H. Kempston
Cobb, Rev. W. F.
Cobb, Rev. J. F. Spratton, nr. Northampton
Cobb, F. W. Esq. Margate
Cobb, J. F . Esq. Margate
Cobbett, P. Esq. Bedford-street (royal)
Cobbold, Mrs. H. Ipswich
Coburn, Mr. C. Birmingham
Cockeran, Mrs. Chelsea
Colburn, Mr. Ipswich
Cole, B. Esq. Hampstead
Cole, Mrs. Worcester
Coleman, Mrs. Chelsea
Coleridge, F. G. Esq. Ottery St. Mary
Collett, Rev. W. Thetford
Collings' Library, Bath
Colquhoun, J. C. Esq. M.P. Killermont
Combe & Co. Messrs. Leicester
Compigne, D. Esq. Gosport (royal)
Conyers, T. G. Esq. New Bridge-street
Cook, W. Esq. Stockwell-common
Cook, Rev. J. Newton Hall, Northumberl.
Cooper, Rev. D. Salford
Cooper, Rev. J. Coppenhall Rect. Nantwich
Cooper, Rev. J. St. Paul's School
Cooper, E. Esq. East Dereham (royal)
Cooper, Mr. T. J. Birmingham
Coopland, Rev. G. York
Corbett, C. H. Esq. Bethnal-green (royal)

Corder, Mr. Ipswich
Cornish, Rev. S. W. Ottery St. Mary, Devon
Cornthwaite, Rev. T. Hornsey
Corran, Rev. J. Gorey
Corrie, Rev. G. E. Cath. Hall, Cambridge
Corrie, John, Esq. Overton, Hants (royal)
Corrington, Rev. R. Boston (royal)
Corry, Rev. Η. Τ. Charterhouse-square
Cotterill, Rev. J. Blakeney Rectory, Holt
Cottle, Mr. Basingstoke
Coulson, Mr. R. Sandbach
Covey, Rev. —, Alderton
Cowburn, "W. Esq. Lincoln's-inn-flelds
Cowper, J. Esq. Dublin
Cox, T. Esq. Derby
Cox, H. Esq. Derby (royal)
Cox, Mrs. J. Derby (royal)
Crabb, Mr. S. Sulhampstead, Berks
Craig, Rev. E. Staines
Crake, —, Esq.
Crawley, Rev. E. J. Bath
Cresswell, C. Esq. M.P.
Cresswell, F. Esq. Lynn
Crewe,Rev. H. R. Breadsdale Rect. Derbysli.
Crichton, Mrs. Cheltenham
Crisford, Mr. S. Cambridge
Crofts, Rev. J. York
Crookenden, T. Esq. Rushford Lodge
Crossley, L. T. Esq. Liverpool
Crosthwaite, Rev. B. Wellington (royal)
Crouch, Rev. J. Cainhoe
Crow, Miss, Dundee
Crow, Rev. E. Worlaby, near Barton
Crozet, Mons. Paris
Cubitt, Rev. B. Ipswich
Cumming, Rev. J. Exeter Hall
Cupiss, Rev. T. Edlaston, near Ashbourne
Curme, G. Esq. Dorchester (2 copies)
Currer, Miss, Eshton Hall, Yorksh. (royal)
Currie, Rev. J. Jersey
Curteis, Rev. J. Shelton, Norfolk (royal)

DUNGANNON, Lord
DUNCAN, Hon. Lady
DARLING, Lieut-Gen. Sir Ralph
DUN DAS, Sir David, Bart.
Dale, Rev. T. Lincoln's-inn-fields
Dallas, Rev. A. R. Wonston
Dalton, Rev. W. Wolverhampton
Daly, Rev. R. Powerscourt
Dalzell, J. A. Esq. Cargen, Dumfries
Dand, Rev. T. Broughton, near Banbury
Daniel, Rev. —, (royal)
Dann, Miss, Cumberland-terrace
Dartmouth Library,The (royal)
Darton & Clark, Messrs. Holborn-hill
Daubeny, Rev. H. Bath
Daunt, G. D. Esq. Kinsale



SUBSCRIBERS.

Davenport, Rev.J. D.D. Stratf.-on-Avon (ryl.)
Davey, Mr. G. Bristol
Davies, Rev. J. Worcester
Davies, Rev. C. J. Cheltenham
Davies, Rev. W. Bath
Davies, Rev. B. Liverpool (royal)
Davies, Rev. G. Liverpool
Davies, Rev. R. Staunton Rectory
Davies, Mr. j . Shrewsbury
Davies, Rev. W. L. Guernsey
Davies, Τ. Η. Esq. Trinity Hall, Cambridge
Davis, R. V. Esq. Excise-office
Daw, R. Esq. Cardiff
Dawes, T. Esq. Camberwell
Dawson, Capt. Somerset-place
Dawson, P. Esq. Marshfield
Dawson, Mr. J. Kendal (1 demy & 1 royal)
Day, Rev. Η. Τ. Mendlesham
Day, Mrs. R. Sarratt Hall
De Jersey, Miss, Guernsey
Deacon, Rev. G. E. Fell. Christ Coll. Oxford
Dean, Rev. J. Derby
Deane, Rev. H. Gillingham
Deedes, Rev. C. West Camel, Somerset
Deightons, Messrs. Cambridge
Denham, J. Esq. Fairwood Park, Enniskillen
Dennett, Mr. Cumming-street, Pentonville
Derby Town & County Library (royal)
Dew, G. Esq. Ramsgate
Dickinson, Rev. Thomas
Digby, Rev. W. Longford
Digby, W. J. Esq.
Dimsdale, C. J. Esq.
Dixon, Rev. M. Fenny Compton
Dobbs, H. Esq. Norwood
Dobree, G. Esq. Guernsey"
Dobree, Miss M. Guernsey
Dod, Rev. J. Y. Edge Hall, Cheshire
Doncaster, Clerical Book Soc. of Deanery of
Dorset Institution Lending Library, Dublin
Douglas, Rev. P. Epsom (royal)
Dowell, Rev. T. Hampstead, Gloucestersh.
Dowling, Mr.
Doyne, Miss, Dublin
Draper, Rev. D. J. Paramatta, Sydney
Driver, Mr. Manchester
Drosier, Rev. T. Stoke-Ferry
Drummond, Rev. H.
Drummond, Rev. S. R. Brighton
Drummond, Rev. D. Τ. Κ. Edinburgh
Drummond, Rev. G. M. Edinburgh
Drury, Rev. C. Pontesbury
Duff, Admiral, Brameresbon (royal)
Dugmore, Rev. H. Swaffham, Norfolk
Dugmore, W. Esq. New-sq. Lincoln's-inn
Dunfermline Abbey Church Library
Duncombe, Rev. H. J. Segston
Dundas, Hon. & Rev. C, Hcnny

Dundas, W. P. Esq. Edinburgh
Dunelow, C. Esq. Bedford
Dunn, Mr. B. Southmolton
Dunn, Miss, Cheltenham
Dunning, Mr. Henrietta-st. Brunswick-sq.
Duppa, J. Esq. Oxford-street (royal)
Dymock, Rev. F. Stockland, Dorset (royal)

East, Rev. J. Bath
Eaton & Son, Messrs. Worcester
Eddowes, Mr. Shrewsbury
Eden, Rev. R. Rochford
Edge, Rev. W. Nedging, near Ipswich
Edis, Mr. Huntingdon
Edmonstone, Rev. C. E.
Edwards, J. Esq. Liverpool (royal)
Edwards, Rev. J. Algoa Bay
Edwards, Rev. V. Broomfield, Essex
Edwards, Miss, Finsbury-place
Eley, W. Esq. West Hackney
Ellerton, Mr. G. Ulverstone
Elliott, Rev. Ε. Β. Torquay
Elliott, C. E. Esq. Portland-place
Ellison.R.Esq. SudbrookeHolme,Linc.(ryl.)
Elwes, C. C. Esq. Bath
Elwin, Rev. F.
Embling, Mr. Brompton
England, Rev. T. Newington Butts
Enraght, Rev. M. Moneymore
Erskine, Miss, Cheltenham
Esteridge, Rev. H. T. Windlesham
Eteson, Rev. R. Calcutta
Etough, Rev. R. D.D. Claydon, near Ipswich
Evans, Rev. T. Gloucester
Eve, E. L. Esq. Blackheath
Everard, Rev. S. East Walton, near Lynn
Ewbank, H. Esq. Middleham, York
Ewing, W. L. Esq. Glasgow
Eyre, Rev. C. Carlton, Notts
Eyton, Mr. Birmingham

FITZCLARENCE, Rt. Hon. & Rev. Lord A.
FARQUHAR, Sir W. R. Bart.
Forbes Castle, The Hon. the Master of
Faber, Rev. G. S. Durham
Faculty, the Dean of, Edinburgh
Faithful, Rev. G. D. Bishop's Hatfield
Fanshawe, Rev. C. R. Coaley, Gloucestersh.
Fanshawe, Rev. C. S. Fawley, Bucks
Farish, Rev. Professor, Cambridge
Fawcett, Rev. J. G. Little Brays, Rochford
Fawcett, Rev. J. Low Moor, near Bradford
Fawcett, Rev. J. Carlisle
Fawcett, J. Esq. Petterell Bank, nr. Carlisle
Fearnhead, P. Esq. (royal)
Fearon, Rev. Dr. Oare, Sussex
Fell, Rev. J. Huntingdon
Fcnn, Rev. J. Blackheath



SUBSCRIBERS.

Fennell, Mrs. Uxbridge
Fenton, J. Esq. Chimble, Rochdale
Fenwick, J. Esq. Newcastle-on-Tyne
Fenwick, R. Esq. Streatham
Ferrier, J. Esq. Dublin
Ffarington, Rev. Dr. St. George's (royal)
Fiddey, C, Esq. Serjeant's-inn (royal)
Fielden, Rev. H. J. Langley
Filleul, Rev. P. Jersey
Finch, G. Esq. Great Cumberland-pi.
Finlay, Rev. J. W. Dublin
Fisher, Rev. H. S.
Fisher, Rev, J. Higham-on-the-Hill
Fisher, Rev. J. Preston
Fitzgerald, G. Esq. Bath
Fitzgerald, Rev. H. Castletown, Delvin
Fitz-Gerald, J.jun. Esq. Portland-place
Fitzroy, Rev. A. Great Fakenham
Flamank, Rev. J. Wallingford
Fletcher, Rev. J. Dowles, Salop
Fletcher, Rev. W. Derby (royal)
Fletcher, Capt. G. S. York-terr.Regent's-pk.
Flewker, J. Esq. Derby
Flynn, Rev. T. Dublin
Foley, Rev. J. Holt, Worcester
Forbes, W. Esq. Edinburgh
Ford, Rev. J. Long Melford
Ford, Rev. J. Sandbach
Ford, J. Esq. Abbeyfield, Sandbach
Ford, Mr. High Holborn
Forster, R. Esq. Tottenham-green
Fowle, Rev. J. Pebworth, Gloucestershire
Fowler, R. Esq. Gunton Hall, Lowestoft
Fox, Rev, Octavius, Worcester
Fox & Son, Messrs. Pontefract
Fox, Rev. S. Morley Rectory, Derbyshire
Fox, Rev. J. Gateshead
Fox, W. Esq. Newcastle
Foyster, Rev. H. S.
Francis, Miss, Belgrave House, Vauxhall
Franck, Mrs. Elizabeth, Bath
Franklyn, Rev. J. W. Walsall (royal)
Eraser, J. Esq. Williamstown
Fremantle, Rev. W. R.
Fulham Subscription Library
Fysh, Rev. F. Bath

GREENBY, Lady
Gainsford, Mr. New Kent-road
Gandy,Rev.S.W. Kingston-on-'Ihames(ryl.)
Garbett, Rev. J. Birmingham
Gardiner, Mr. Τ. Η. Bath
Garett, Rev. H. Carlow
Garratt, J. Esq. Bishop's-court
Garratt, W. A. Esq. Hampstead
Garrett, Rev. T. Weston-super-Mare (royal)
Garrett, Rev. T. Audley, Staffordshire
Gascogne, Rev. R> Bengeworth, Evesham

Gaskin, Rev. J. Kingswood-hill (royal)
Gason, Mrs. Lincoln's-inn-fields
Gay, Rev. W. Bidborough Rect. nr.Tonbridge
Geary, T. Esq. Jersey
Gedge, Rev. S. M.A. Birmingham
Gell, Rev. P. St. John's, Derby
Gell, Rev. R. Wirksworth
George, Rev. C. H. Dublin
George, C. Esq. Abbott's Leigh, nr. Bristol
George, Mr. H. Westerham, (3 demy and

3 royal)
Gibbs, J. Esq. Birmingham
Gibbs, M. Esq. Walbrook
Gibson, Rev. W. A.M. Fawley
Gibson, Mr. Durham University
Giffard, Dr. Myddleton-square
Gilbertson, W. Esq. Cwm-Avon
Giles, H. W. Esq. Smithfield Bars
Gillespie, A. Esq. America-square
Gilly, Rev. Dr. Norham, near Berwick
Glover, Rev. W. Bedminster
Glyde, S. Esq. Yeovil
Glynn, Rev. G. H. Henlam Vicarage
Glynn, Rev. C. Witchampton
Goddart, G. Esq. Wood-st. Cheapside
Godwin, C. Esq. Lynn
Godwin, Mr. C. Bath (royal)
Good, W. Esq. Coleman-street
Goodall, E. Esq. Coventry (royal)
Goodenough, Rev. J. Godmanstone
Goodwin, Rev. E. Sheffield (royal)
Gordon, J. F. Esq. Edinburgh
Gordon, A. Esq. Old Broad-st.
Gordon, J. E. Esq. Exeter Hall
Gorham, Rev. G. C. Maidenhead
Gould, Rev. E. Sproughton, nr. Ipswich
Gould, Mr. J. Petworth
Gower, W. L. Esq. Hill-street
Gowring, Rev. J. W. Liverpool
Graburne, R. S. Esq. Sleaford
Grace, Ven. Archdeacon, Bath
Grace, Rev. Η. Τ. Eastbourne, Sussex (ryl.)
Graham, J.H.Esq. Edmond Castle,nr. Carlisle
Graham, Miss, Herne Hill
Graham, Rev. J. York
Graham, G. Esq. Harwich
Graham, Dr. Epsom

Grainger, Rev. L. Barnet-by-le-Wold, Brigg
Grane, W. Esq. Bedford-square
Grant, Ptev. R. Bradford-Abbas
Grant & Bolton, Messrs. Dublin
Grantham, Rev. T. Bramber, Sussex
Grasswell, Miss, Herne Hill
Gratrix, Rev. J. Halifax
Gray, Hon. & Rev. F. R. Berkeley-square
Gray, B. Esq. Lincoln's-inn
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TO ESQ.

ONE OF THE SUBSCRIBERS TO THE NEW EDITION OF THE ACTS
AND MONUMENTS OF JOHN FOXE.

MY DEAR SIR,

W I L L you permit me to divert your attention, for a short time, from
the Preface which follows this letter, to a brief explanation of the causes
of the delay of its appearance: and to the consideration of certain
circumstances, resulting from the first announcement, of the republication,
of the ACTS AND MONUMENTS OF JOHN FOXE.

In the early part of the year 1886, Messrs. Seeley and Burnside
began to make arrangements for the publication of the abovementioned
work. They declared that their object should be " to spare no pains
nor expense to render their edition the most perfect that had yet
appeared." They mentioned the various editions that would be collated;
and announced that the latest corrections of the author would be intro-
duced ; while the errors which had crept into the copies, published after
his decease, would be removed."" They added also, " that they were
happy to be able to calculate on the most important assistance in the
facilities offered by public libraries ; and also in the access given to the
best copies of the work, which were known to be extant in the hands of
private individuals/'1

The charge of conducting the work through the press was committed,
as Messrs. Seeley and Burnside proceeded to mention, to my friend and
kinsman, Mr. Stephen Reed Cattley, who wrote to me, and requested
me to write a preface to the proposed work. I willingly, after some
hesitation, consented to do so ; because I thought that the labours of
John Foxe ought not to be regarded as obsolete, so long as those portions
of the canon law were permitted by the church of Rome to remain
unchanged; upon the authority of which, when united to the statute law
of England, the fearful persecutions had taken place which the martyr-
ologist has recorded. I remembered that certain of the adherents of the

(1) See the Circular of Messrs. R. B. Seeley and Burnside, dated May 2d, 1836.
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% ENGAGEMENT TO WRITE THIS PREFACE.

church of Rome, instead of uniting their efforts to procure from the
authorities of their church the repeal of those laws; had assailed the
character of Foxe, derided his learning and attainments, imputed to him
unworthy and inferior motives, and declared him guilty of wilful false-
hoods, as well as of ignorance and inaccuracies; while they maligned the
conduct, and objects, of the sufferers.

Though I was well aware that the severity of modern criticism, and
the additional information which the revival of literature has given to
the student of history; were sufficient to convince us that there are many
narratives, in the large compass of three folio volumes, which required
revision; yet I remembered that the earlier contents of Foxe's Acts and
Monuments, from the commencement of Christianity, to the reign of
Henry IV., when the act De Heretico Comburendo, was passed—had not
been so severely impugned by those who were most anxious to depre-
ciate him—as those later details, which related the consequences of the
persecuting canons, as they were accomplished by that act, upon the
happiness of society, or the suppression of truth. I believed that the
objections which had been urged against the labours of Foxe in our own
day, by Eusebius Andrews, Bishop Milner, and others, might be proved
to be generally the same as those which had been previously urged by
Parsons and Harpsfield; and which had been repeatedly refuted, though
they were now again brought before us with as much confidence, as if no
notice had been taken of their fallacy. I thought, therefore, that I might
render an humble, though useful, service to the church of England, if I
ventured to promise that I would write a preface to this work, in which,
to use the language of the circular to which I have already referred,
" the pious martyrologist should be fully vindicated from the various
attacks of his assailants."1

Such then was the extent of my engagement. I undertook to vindi-
cate the character and labours of John Foxe from the attacks of various
assailants. I principally referred to those of the church of Rome, such
as Andrews, Milner, Parsons, and Harpsfield; without, however, exclud-
ing the attacks of some protestants, such as Collier, and Antony Wood.
I was informed that three years would probably elapse before the preface
would be required; and I considered myself at liberty to make my collec-
tions, and to write at my leisure, as muqh or as little as it might please me.
I considered that my promise was limited to these points only; and that
I had not undertaken to defend the work of Foxe from any imputations,
objections, or criticisms which might be submitted to the public at any
subsequent period, to the time when that promise was made.

When the first, or rather second volume—for the second volume was
published first—was given to the subscribers, many errors, or supposed
deficiencies, were alleged to have been uncorrected, so as to diminish the

(1) " High as is the character which he deservedly maintains for veracity and correctness, still Foxe
has not been without assailants. The present edition will, therefore, be prefaced by a full vindication
of the respected and pious Martyrologist against the many attacks which have at various periods been
made upon him, from the pen of the Rev. George Townsend, M.A. Prebendary of Durham, &c."
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value of the work. Several letters were published in a periodical jour-
nal,1 in which these defects were enumerated. I deemed it to be the
duty of the Editor to refute, or to acknowledge, the errors which were
thus affirmed respecting his labours; and I should have proceeded at
my leisure to have completed my own labour in the manner I had pur-
posed, if one consequence attendant on the discussion of the alleged
inaccuracies, had not compelled me to perceive that the subscribers to the
work would anticipate from my pen a much more important volume than
I had intended to present them. In the middle of the year 1837, three
clergymen,2 well known to the church by their zeal and usefulness, were
induced to address a letter to the editor of a newspaper,3 in which, while
the character of the Acts and Monuments of John Foxe was deservedly
eulogised;4 and allusion was made to the Act of Convocation of the
English church, (the Act of the Apostolical Succession among us, in full
ecclesiastical council assembled), as giving toFoxe^sworkan additional claim
to regard; the subscribers were assured, without any consent on my part to
the words of the assurance, and without any consultation with me respect-
ing it, that a dissertation would be prefixed to the work, " upon the main
principles and facts inwhed^from the pen of Mr, Prebendary Townsend^
I do not censure these gentlemen for the declaration. It was only their
interpretation of the announcement, that the martyrologist was to be
vindicated by me " from the various attacks of his assailants."" They
inferred, from this expression, the unavoidable necessity of some dis-
cussion or dissertation; whereas, I had purposed to confine myself to
the humbler task of detailing the principal actions in the life of the
martyrologist; and of collecting, and removing, or allowing, the objec-
tions adduced against his labours. The declaration, however, had been
made. I pondered the words which had been used, unknown to, and
tin consented to, by me, to describe my intended essay; and I re-
volved the question, whether I should write to the gentlemen who had
thus committed me to you, and to the subscribers; and to assure them,
and therefore you, that I had never purposed to write any dissertation
of the abstract nature, which seemed to be implied in their expressions ;
or whether I should be contented to permit their description to be
regarded as correct; and go on to fulfil the additional pledge which had
been given in my name. I am sure that you will pardon this detail
when I now make you acquainted with the result. I am addressing a

(1) The British Magazine.
(2) The Reverends Josiah Pratt, Edward Bickersteth, Charles Bridges. (3) " The Record."
(4) " When we consider the high character of the work, for accuracy of detail; its full exhibition of
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e consider the high character of the work, for accuracy of detail; its full exhibition of
the gospel in all its holy and triumphant efficacy; the bulwark it has proved to our Protestant faith ;
its peculiar seasonableness to meet all the fresh dangers from popery in the present times; and its
i as forming a sound standard of Reformation Divinity we feel it an exercise of Christian

(4) When we
the gospel in all i
its peculiar seaso
intrinsic value, as

bili

nableness to meet all the fresh dangers from popery in the present times; and its
intrinsic value, as forming a sound standard of Reformation Divinity, we feel it an exercise of Christian
responsibility to call the public attention to it. We might further adduce the Imprimatur of our own
C h h b h Act of Convocation appending to it all the ecclesiastical establishments in the land as
responsibility to call the public attention to it. We might further adduce the Imprimatur of our own
Church, by her Act of Convocation appending to it all the ecclesiastical establishments in the land, as
giving to Foxe's work an additional claim to our regard."

The testimony, then, goes on to specify the merits of the present edition, namely,—being the only
complete impression of Foxe's text,—combining valuable matter (afterwards suppressed) in the early
copies of unique rarity, lent from public libraries, with the latest corrections of the Martyrologist; and
a Memoir, together with a Dissertation upon the main principles and facts involved, from the pen of
Mr. Prebendary Townsend, &c.
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subscriber to the work. I am doing so in the language of explanation,
and not of apology. But Iliave been informed, and it is only possible
that my information is correct, that the expectation of the Preface by
Mr. Townsend had been one additional motive for the appending of their
names, to the list of subscribers, by some few among you. If this may
only possibly have been the case, I deem myself bound to submit to
such subscribers, the relation which I am now writing.

I am pledged to give to the supporters of this work, I exclaimed,
a dissertation upon the main principles and facts involved in the most
extensive work in the English language on Ecclesiastical History;
and on the persecutions by the church of Rome, of the doctrines
and discipline which the existing Church of England has adopted
and sanctioned, since it successfully completed its long-continued resist-
ance to the papal supremacy ! What am I to do ? Where am I to
begin ? How am I to condense into one dissertation the mass of ma-
terials which employed their laborious writer for eleven years; and
which fill the magnificent folios of the older impressions, or the
goodly array of ponderous volumes which are to constitute the present
edition ? How is it possible to analyze, arrange, or to render attractive
and readable, the inferences deducible from the accumulated details
of nearly two thousand years ? What are the principles, and what are
the facts involved in the history of John Foxe ? Is it not as difficult to
relate, or to descant upon all his principles, as to rewrite all his facts ?
Are not his principles those of a learned, humble Christian, well versed
in the fathers, well acquainted with tradition, well skilled in Scripture,
and convinced by all the three that the church of Rome inculcated error;
while he is no less convinced by fatal experience that the errors it incul-
cated by the tongue, or the pen, were enforced by the severest, and most
unjustifiable penalties ? Are not the facts he relates the chief deeds of the
principal personages, ecclesiastical as well as civil, recorded in the history
of the church from the ascension of Christ, to the reign of Elizabeth in
England ? If, too, as some affirm, the principles of the work may be all
summed up in this one—that persecution, or the infliction of pain on the
body, as the punishment of those conclusions of the mind which were
neither injurious to society, the church, nor the soul of man, is indefen-
sible and unjust; and if the facts of the work (all those, at least, which we
are required to consider) may be summed up in this one—that persecution
was alike practised by sovereigns and popes, by states and churches;
if these only are the principles and facts involved in his laborious work,
what necessity can there be for any dissertation ? The principles could
only be condemned, as they had long been, by the general indignation
and reprobation of the civilized world. The chief facts could not be
denied. The mere enunciation of such principles and facts, therefore,
seems to supersede the necessity of any dissertation whatever. To
prove the absurdity and wickedness of persecution, is, or ought to be,
in the present day, useless. To prove the truth of the fact—that some
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persons were burnt, or otherwise murdered for opinions, because those
opinions were not held by their ecclesiastical or civil superiors, is no less
unrequired ! What, then could be the subject of a dissertation on the
principles and facts involved in the work of John Foxe ?

While I was thus considering the task which my reverend brethren
had imposed upon me, the question presented itself—Why was all this
intolerable amount of sorrow and crime, related by John Foxe, permitted
by the Deity ? Is there a God who governs the world ? Is the course
of human events " a mighty maze, and all without a plan ?" What is the
testimony of reason on the permission of evil, without referring to reve-
lation ? It is silent: or, if it break that silence, it confesses its igno-
rance. What is the testimony of revelation.—that is, of revelation as it
is recorded in the Old and New Testament; and as it is understood in
the only intelligible and philosophical manner, literally and simply, by
the mechanic and the peasant, as well as by the scholar and the theolo-
gian, without the imaginings of the interpreters, who would teach us,
that modern experience alone is the criterion of the truth, both of its evi-
dences, or of its discoveries ? What is the declaration of the one religion,
of which Christianity is but the completion, as manhood may be called
the completion of youth ? It affirms, that there is no mighty maze
whatever; but that there is only one plan of Providence—permitting
evil, and eventually overruling all evil, to the production of a greater
good than if that evil had not previously existed; and therefore, that as
certainly as the rise and fall, the progress and decay of the four great
monarchies of antiquity, can be now proved to have been no mighty
maze, but one plan of preparation for the establishment of the truth
which shall eventually civilize all mankind, and become the only religion
of the civilized world; so it will be found by those, who at some future
day can look back upon the events of modern history,—as we look back
upon the events of ancient history—that all the rise and fall of states—
all the changes of dynasties—all the permission of civil or ecclesiastical,
popular or philosophical, persecution—shall be overruled to a greater
degree of good, than if that persecution had not existed; until the same
tree of life which was planted in the paradise of this world at the
beginning of the history of the human race, shall be again planted in
this world at the conclusion of its history. Unless this truth be
believed, upon the numerous arguments which suggested themselves
to me, but which I cannot now inflict upon you the tediousness of
repeating; I felt that I could not so fully and so satisfactorily receive
as I ought to do, from other evidence, the doctrine of an overruling
Providence ; and I proceeded to contemplate the reasons of the per-
mission of the large mass of misery and tyranny which have been the
effect and the cause of persecution; until I framed the plan, developed
the details, and have actually written, a large portion of a work, which
is already too large to be considered merely as a Preface to Foxe, and
which can only be given to the world, either before or after my death, in
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a complete or incomplete form, in consequence of the great extent to
which it has already proceeded.1

I had intended this labour to be the first part of the Preface to Foxe :
while the life, and the review of certain of the objections to his book,
would have constituted the second part. I trust, however, that as I cannot
yet submit to you the whole result of my reflections, you will allow me
to relate to you the principal argument upon which my view of the object
of Providence in permitting persecution is founded—the manner in which
the human mind is governed by Four Several Influences, each of which
is essential to the happiness of man ; and which, when united, constitute
perfect felicity upon earth—the singular mode in which all modern history
is divisible under the perversion by persecution of each of those Four
Influences successively—and the consequent result of all, that the expe-
rience of the past, by the blessing of that Providence which knows the
end from the beginning, will be the accomplishment of a greater degree
of good to man, than if the evil of persecution had not been permitted.

The principal argument, then, which compels me to believe that this
is the object of Providence in permitting the infliction of persecution, is
derived from the topic upon which so many of our best philosophers and
theologians2 have insisted—the progressive nature of man as a race.
Though man must be considered both as a mortal individual, and as an
immortal individual, and the Deity has made every provision for his
happiness in both these capacities; yet, he must be also regarded as a race
different from all the animals of the inferior world in this respect as well
as others—that, while they never change, never improve, man, as a race,
is perpetually improving, perpetually progressive. Though there have
been partial retrogradations ; though civilization and religion, though
the arts and sciences, have left some portions of the globe to flourish in
others ; it may still be proved by the observation, or experience of all,
that while the heathen or pagan nations are only waiting for the removal
of the corruptions of the ancient patriarchism, by the gradual extension
of civilization and Christianity, the European nations—the aristocracy of
the human race, have been slowly and surely advancing.

But if man is thus to be considered as a progressive race, it is evident
that the very notion of progression, or improvement, implies a prior defi-
ciency both of moral and spiritual excellence, which must be removed by
the constant use of reason, as well as by the aid of revelation. Progres-
sion or improvement implies that the erroneous conclusions in one age,
which have been founded upon fewer facts, and imperfect experience, must
be removed by the enlarged knowledge of facts, and the more extensive
experience of another age. And because these erroneous conclusions are
gradually embodied in the form of laws, maxims, customs, and obser-
vances, which eventually command respect for their antiquity and supposed

(1) I have already written as much as would fill ten numbers of the Quarterly Review.
(2) Law's Theory of Religion. Hall's Bampton Lectures. Douglas of Cavers's Work. Rose's Chris-

tianity always progressive.
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usefulness among one portion of a community; while they are considered
to be obsolete, oppressive, or useless to another portion—the same pro-
gression or improvement, therefore, implies, attainment among some, doubt
with others, and controversy, which is but the effort to elicit useful truth,
with a third. It implies, the attack with zeal; the defence with perti-
nacity ; the severity, which is called persecution ; or the mildness, which
is called weakness. It implies agitation, and restlessness, and changes,
in dynasties and governments. It implies the incessant, endless exercise
of the reason of man, and the result of that exercise—greater happiness
to the human race. It is impossible, therefore, if man be eventually
destined to attain the highest good of which his nature is capable, to
prevent the evils which are first to exist before they can be overruled to
the establishment of some great era, when all the experience of ages
shall have so led to useful conclusions, that the laws, and customs, and
maxims, which shall prevail among mankind, shall be universally received
and welcomed as the best, and wisest, and most productive of happiness.

If, then, the progressive nature of man may be regarded as a proof
that that progression, or improvement, shall proceed from age to age, till
the chief evils of human society are removed, the next question is—in
what manner the mind of man is so governed that this advancement may
be most effectually accomplished? Whoever, then, looks upon the
history of mankind will discover that there are Four Several Influences,
which may be said, at all times, either jointly or separately, to govern
the human mind. The Union of these Four Influences constitutes the
greatest earthly happiness of which man is capable. Their separation
constitutes his misery. Each is indispensable to a well organized state
of society. Each has been separated from the other. Each has been
perverted to persecution; and all modern history, from the Ascension to
this very day, is nothing else than a detail of the painful consequences
of their separation from each other. By the word influence, I mean, the
ascendancy which is obtained over the mind by a mass of motives,
opinions, and principles, which are so different from each other in their
origin and objects, that while each in its place is justly entitled to pre-
dominance, all are widely and easily distinguishable from each other.
Each of these influences has been embodied in the shape of armies—has
divided nation from nation—convulsed states—and occasioned, by the
several perversions to which they have been subjected, all the various perse-
cutions and wars which fill the pages of history. On looking back into the
greater events of the world, I observed the remarkable fact, that each of
these Four Influences, or powers, has obtained ascendancy in its turn.
Each has been, in some measure, independent of the other. Each has
been perverted to the infliction of much evil. Each has raised its armies,
and prevailed, as the governing sovereign, for a time, of the most active
and energetic of the civilized portion of mankind. Each has contributed
its share to the formation of the present public mind of the civilized
world. Each has followed the other in a series of events which, when



8 THE HUMAN MIND IS ALWAYS GOVEUNED

viewed in their relation of succession, as cause and effect, must be regarded
as unavoidable ; and each, therefore, must be considered as a part of the
development of the times and the seasons which the Father—the God
of Israel—the God of Christianity—the Deity—the Lord who rules the
destiny of man by his Providence, hath set in his own power.1 Each
has given its lessons of usefulness to the world, to form the accumulative
experience, which constitutes the wisdom of nations.

These Four Influences are—the Civil Power, by which the rulers of the
world provide for the temporal happiness, prosperity, and peace of the
community—the Ecclesiastical Power, which leads nations to make pro-
vision for upholding among them the knowledge most efficient to promote
the moral virtues, and the spiritual happiness of the community—the
third is Revelation itself, considered independently of the civil regulations,
or ecclesiastical polity, which may have been derived from it—the fourth
is Human Reason, or, the power to derive conclusions from premises,
independently either of the civil power, the ecclesiastical power, or
revelation. Though these Four Influences may be said always to co-exist
together in every political community, so they have always co-existed in
that large society, which has received the Old and New Testament as a
revelation from God. But as one of these may predominate in a state, or
nation, to the depression or to the persecution of another; so it is, that
each, in its turn, has obtained an ascendancy among the universal com-
munity of Christians; and each, in its turn, has been perverted by the
possessors of its power, and has inflicted persecution upon its victims.
The most remarkable peculiarity in modern history is, that the whole
train of events which have transpired from the Ascension to the present
day, is divisible under these Four Influences; and it was from this con-
sideration that the plan of my purposed labour was developed.

I have divided my projected work into six chapters. In the first, I
consider the subject generally, and review the nature and extent of the
four influences to which I allude. The second chapter relates the history
and the perversions by persecution of the influence of the civil power.
I consider this period as extending from the Ascension to the grant of
authority, by Justinian, to the Bishop of Rome. The sceptre over the
civilized world was wielded through the whole of this time by Imperial
hands, that is, by the Civil Power, alone. Christianity, though generally
under persecution till the time of Constantine, was a system sometimes
tolerated, and sometimes severely oppressed: but it was never regarded
as the ally of the civil authority till the edict of the dying Galerius in 311,
when all external persecution of Christianity, as a religion condemned by
the state, was terminated. The edict of Milan, A.D. 813, in which a
general toleration was declared, had, it is true, been preceded by the edict
of Gallienus, A.D. 259, in which the Christian church had been recognized
as a legal corporation, permitted to possess lands. This edict, however*
did not end the general persecutions. The edict of Galerius was

(1) Actsi. /.
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followed by those of Constantine, in which the religion of the emperor was
found to be no longer pagan. Constantine maintained his power with
firmness. The empire, between the death of Constantine, and Justinian,
was maddened by the ferocious quarrels of the Christians, whom Con-
stantine had desired to protect in peace. The emperors became the
partizans of the opposed and contending religionists. They sometimes
endeavoured to quell the storms of the mutual hatred of the Christians
by severe and useless punishment; and the picture of contending eccle-
siastics, divided churches, and sanguinary decrees, occasioned by the
perpetual interference of the civil rulers, who alternately, according to
their changing decisions, condemned the leaders both of the Episcopal
Trinitarian Christians, and their sectarian opponents^ to exile, imprison-
ment, or death; together with the popular outrages and the ebullitions
of pagans against Christians, and of Christians against pagans, aiFord us
some of the most painful delineations of human nature which the impar-
tial hand of history has drawn for the benefit of posterity. The error
was with the civil power. The departing from the tenor of the edict of
Milan; and the vain and useless, though well-intended, endeavours of
Constantine to terminate the controversies of his Christian subjects by
interfering, first to mediate by patient hearing, and impartial decision,
between them, as in the case of the Donatists ; and then, by inflicting
penalties on those who refused to sacrifice their opinions to the imperial
arbitrator, as in the case of Arius, originated and continued the evils
which soon began to weaken the empire, till it became the more easy
prey to its invaders. The emperors considered their will to be the
criterion of truth. They demanded of their subjects to alter opinions
and decisions at the caprice—the orthodoxy or heterodoxy of a suc-
cessful soldier, an ignorant peasant, a factious civilian, or an imperial
prince, as these opposite personages, by force or bribery, by descent or
by treachery, might have attained the empire. The differences of
opinion, which, in an age of limited power to the Prince, or of unfettered
discussion among the people ; or of legislative representation of the
popular will, would have extended and displayed themselves in bulky
volumes, or harmless, though impassioned declamations, assumed the
more vexatious form of imperial enactments, savage outrages, and civil
war. Yet it was at this time that the prediction began to be more ex-
tensively fulfilled—" I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me."

The morality, the spiritual sanctions, the evidences, and the truth of
Christianity, commended themselves in spite of all opposition, as they
will ever do, to the approbation of the thoughtful, and the civilized;
and compelled the homage of the truly philosophical, and of the con-
scientious. The new religion blended itself with the state, summoned
councils, and enacted laws, which were carried into effect by the civil
functionaries, though they were originally decreed by the churches when
deprived of the protection of the throne. But the civil power alone was
the supreme authority, whether for protection or oppression ; for good
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or evil. All the laws which were passed in the next period respecting the
suppression of the religious opinions which were deemed to be offensive
to the supreme power of the ecclesiastical ruler of the day were founded
upon the civil laws of Theodosius and Justinian; and these were the
results only of the earlier laws of Constantine against the real or sup-
posed heretics of his reign. The experiment of Constantine to intimidate,
became the precedent with his successors to punish ; and the civil power,
by its outward compliance with the mistaken zeal of the church itself
against the heresies of the day; established that authority under which,
in the subsequent period, it was at first resisted, then controlled, and
finally vanquished and subdued.

The predominance of the civil power, and its unrestrained, though
often questionable, authority over the adherents to Christianity, termi-
nated about the year 533. The grant of power by Justinian to the
bishop of Rome began the transition state when the civil and ecclesias-
tical authorities commenced that struggle for pre-eminence which ended
in the transmitting the sceptre over the civilized world, to the hands of
the bishop of Rome.

In the third chapter I treat on the history and the perversions by
persecution of the influence of the ecclesiastical power. Very beautiful is
the spectacle to the believer in Christianity, of the gradual fulfilment of
the prophecies, which declared that the stone should become a mountain,
and fill the whole earth; but no less mournful is the contemplation of
the evils that have hitherto attended its progress. The Christian church,
in the former period, during its submission to the civil power, had
overcome all the strength of its persecutors. It conquered Judaism at
Jerusalem ; heathenism at Antioch; the pride of human reasoning at
Alexandria; and the supremacy of the imperial despotism at Constan-
tinople, and at Rome. The time had now arrived when the mass of
Christian churches gradually became formed into one visible communion,
subjected to one code of laws, and ruled by one ecclesiastical superior.
This is the period in which Christian persecuted Christian, by laws which
are still unrepealed by the authority which originally enacted them—
which are so far obsolete, that where the power of senates emanates from
the people, they are not permitted to be carried into effect; but which
are still binding on the consciences of many ecclesiastics if that pre-
ventive power of executing them, should cease to be influential. They are
not repealed ; and they deserve, therefore, our more especial attention.

This period extends from the reign of Justinian to the publication of
the bull of pope Pius, in the reign of Elizabeth, when the pontiff, in
compliance with the expressed command, or desire (for it had been
decreed that a council could not command a pope)—of the council of
Trent, gave to the world the creed which now constitutes the profession
of faith of the church of Rome. The bull in which this creed is em-
bodied was published in the year 1564. The law, and the creed, are
universally received by the whole church of Rome. Every person who



INFLUENCE OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL POWER. 11

desires to become a member of that church must subscribe to it. The
first article of that creed requires the convert, the priest, or the baptized
adherent of the church to declare,—" I most firmly admit, and receive,
the apostolical and ecclesiastical traditions, and all other observances
and constitutions of the church.1 I acknowledge the holy catholic and
apostolic church of Rome to be the mother and mistress of all churches;
and I promise and swear true obedience to the Roman pontiff, successor
to the prince of the apostles,· St. Peter ; and the vicegerent or vicar of
Christ Jesus.2 I do also, without doubt, receive and profess all things
which have been delivered, defined, and declared by the sacred canons
and oecumenical councils, especially by the holy council of Trent; all
things contrary thereunto, which have been condemned, rejected, and
anathematized by the church, I condemn, reject, and anathematize; and
this, the true catholic faith, out of which none can be saved, I profess,
and hold ; and I will take care that the same shall be held by all whom
I can influence, direct, and control." This is not the place to discuss
the truth or falsehood of this creed. I shall merely mention the reasons
which induce me to assign the termination of the influence of the eccle-
siastical power over the more intellectual portion of mankind to the date
of the publication of the creed of pope Pius IV. in 1564.

The object of the bishop of Rome, and of the council of Trent, was
to render the church of Rome as influential, or more influential, than it
had hitherto been. For this purpose it enforced the duty of proselytism,
established a new creed, and after it had done so, it entirely failed in
subduing England; and therefore in recovering its former power in
Europe.

The church enforced in vain the duty of proselytism. This, indeed,
is the duty of every Christian who is convinced that his brother will be
benefited by his receiving the propositions which he himself believes to
be true. That Christian is but a hypocrite who is fully convinced that
God is pleased, and the soul benefited, by the reception of certain doctrines,
who does not endeavour to persuade his brother to believe them. Every
partizan and sectarian, to a greater or less extent, acts upon this principle.
I do not condemn the member of the church of Rome for proceeding, on
the same motives, to recommend the creed of Pius IV. to the approba-
tion of his brethren. I trust only that his brethren of other churches
will still continue to remember, till the church of Rome rescinds them,
that all. the canons and decrees of councils on which the ancient persecu-
tions were legalized, and justified, are still acknowledged in that creed,
which is thus declared to be the faith of the church. The modernness
of the creed of pope Pius implied, also, a state of weakness, from which
the church of Rome, though its strength seems now to be reviving, has
not hitherto recovered. Instead of being the most ancient of churches,
the adoption of that creed makes it to be the newest, and the latest:
and thus affords another reason for assigning the date of this creed as the

(1) Article I. (2) Article II.
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termination of the greater influence of the ecclesiastical power. The
opinions and doctrines which the Twelve Articles of that creed submit
to us as a condensed profession of faith, had hitherto been open and
merely controverted questions among Christians. Certain councils had
decided, at various times, that these doctrines should be received by
Christians as the doctrines of the church: and canons and ecclesiastical
laws were enacted to enforce the decisions of those councils. The punish-
ments which those canons decreed upon the Christians who were unwilling
to submit to them, were exile, deposition, imprisonment, or the stake:
but these several modes of punishment were uniformly unable to prevent
many, in all ages of this period, and in all countries, from dissenting
from the decisions of such councils. The council of Trent, however,
enabled the bishop of Rome to submit to the world all those contro-
verted decisions in the form of this creed; and to enact that the prin-
cipal disputed propositions which had divided the churches should be
received as articles of faith. Now, a church is not completely formed,
whatever be its discipline, or its controversies, till its creed is defined
and known. The creed of the church of Rome was not fully defined,
and it could not, therefore, be certainly known, if the articles of the creed
of pope Pius constitute its faith, till the year when the creed was
published ; because the articles, which it declared to be the faith of the
Christian, had never been previously received, as its faith, by the univer-
sal church. But that creed was drawn up and published as the faith of
the church of Rome after the establishment of the faith and doctrine of
the church of England in their present form. The church of Rome, there-
fore, in its present form, is of more recent origin than the church of
England, in its present form. Whatever is really worthy of reception
from antiquity, tradition, or catholic practice, the church of England
receives in common with the church of Rome. Whatever can be proved
to come under the rule of Vincentius Lirinensis,1—that the doctrine which
has been received in the church at all times, in all places, and by all
Christians; such as, that no person should speak in the name of the
church without the authority of the church; that Christ, the object of
worship among Christians, is invested with the attributes of Deity in a
manner which human reason never could have discovered; the immor-
tality of the soul; the resurrection of the body; the theopneustia of the
scriptures, with many others, are common to the church of England, with
the church of Rome. These truths were never made the subject of
controversy among the Christians who received the decisions of the four
first councils. But from Chalcedon to Trent, a variety of discussions
agitated the churches. The conclusions which followed these discus-
sions were embodied in certain canons of councils, which were of
doubtful and questionable authority ; and when the powers of the day

(1) " Quod ubique, quod semper, quod ab omnibus." Vincent. Lirinen. Commonitormm. A new
translation of this tract has been lately published at Oxford. Reeves had translated it a century ago.
One of the best editions of Vincentius is that in small 12mo. printed at Cambridge in 1689, with notes
by H. Baluzius. The protestant reader will not adopt all the conclusions of his commentator, espe-
cially those in his note de Apostolica sede, p. 281.
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enforced the reception of those canons in the terrific persecutions of the
period before us,, they were enforced as the decrees of councils, and
not as articles of faith.1 Obedience was compelled, as temporal obe-
dience is now required to an act of parliament among ourselves. We
obey, because it is the law; or we propose our objections to the law
in that manner which the customs of the land, and the privileges
of the subject, permit us to do. We believe it to be our duty to
submit even to laws of questionable or doubtful utility; but we do
not receive them as articles of faith. We love trial by jury, the
popular representation, the principles of monarchy, the advantages of a
liturgy, and other truths, principles, and wise maxims or institutions ; but
we do not receive them as articles of faith. So it was that, in the period
before us, the judgment of ecclesiastical offences by the canon law, the
representation of churches by councils, the principle of greater homage
to the bishop of Rome than to other bishops, the advantages of uniform
ecclesiastical government, and other points of this kind were generally
received and acknowledged; but always with incessant controversy and
discussion, and not as articles of a creed. If the various questions
which divided the churches had been still left open to discussion—if the
communion between the episcopal catholics, and the papal catholics,
which prevailed at the very time of the council of Trent, had been con-
tinued, peace might, by this time, have been restored to Christians. The
council of Trent, under Pope Pius, smote with its mace, petrific, cold,
and dry, into one condensed creed; all the floating errors, or doubtful
decisions, of the church. By the lateness of the date of that creed, the
church of Rome became at once the more modern church, and the prin->
cipal obstacle to that union which all desire, and which, I trust I shall
be able to prove, may still be anticipated, if the bishop of Rome will act
upon the powers, which are granted to him by the laws of his own com-
munion.

Another reason, on account of which I fix upon the year 1564, as
the termination of the period of ecclesiastical power, is derived from the
undoubted fact, that, though the persecutions which were justified by
the canon laws of this period were continued for some time in the
Netherlands, and elsewhere ; and though they have never been formally
repealed, as they must eventually be, their influence and authority
gradually began to be disregarded from that time, until they became, as
they now are, monuments of past folly towards us, rather than severe
laws to rule us. Their continued existence, however, is the great impe-
diment to the possibility of union ; and it is necessary, therefore, before

(1) These, at first sight, may appear to be the same: but they were only rendered identical by the
intolerant spirit which punished deviation from these decisions of the church with as much severity
as the rejection of the doctrine of scripture. The difference between the two will appear from the New
Testament. The council of Jerusalem decided that circumcision was not necessary to the converts to
Christianity. (Acts xv.) In the very next chapter we read that St. Paul circumcised Timothy. If St.
Paul had rejected the divinity of Christ, which was always an article of faith, the brethren would not
have continued to associate with him. His non-compliance, however, with the decree of the council
did not exclude him from the church, though he himself had been present at the discussion ; and had
himself brought the question before the apostles. We receive the Nicene Creed itself—because it is
scriptural; not because it is the conclusions of a Council.
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we can fully comprehend the causes of persecution, by the ecclesiastical
power, to survey the history of this period with reference to the canons
and acts of councils, rather than to the personal characters, or to
the warlike actions, of the Chieftains, Kings, Emperors, or Popes of the
times, according to the usual mode of considering history. These all
take their places in the details of facts ; but they were generally set in
motion by this one question;—what are the proper limits of ecclesiastical,
or temporal authority ? To enable the reader to understand the general
mind of the Christian world at this period, and to deduce therefrom the
inferences which will be most useful to us, from this part of the subject,
I have arranged the transactions of the period between Justinian and
pope Pius IV. under the several stages of the progress of the canon, and
conciliar law. The canon and conciliar law alone was the instrument of
the persecuting spirit of the age; and its progress may be traced in the
decrees, and in the assembling of the councils, which were so generally
held at this time.1 I shall divide the history according to the meetings
of those eighteen or twenty councils which are most generally declared
to have been universal, the representation of the churches, and entitled
to the homage of all Christians, by Bellarmine and Baronius, and by
those who, with them, advocate the supremacy of Rome.

This is the period in which the corruptions of ecclesiastical authority,
(one of the greatest blessings, when rightlyunderstood to civilized society)
presented those fearful lessons to posterity which the present ungrateful
age does not care to remember ; or, if it remembers, now begins to despise
the Reformers who, by God's blessing, dispelled the fearful darkness. This
was the time when the affirmation of a Christian Bishop was believed,
that he had power to command—aye—and he did command the angels
of heaven to convey the soul out of purgatory, and to bring it into
paradise : 2 for the Pope was superior to the Angels, in Jurisdiction, in the
Sacraments, in Knowledge, and in conferring reward. This was the
memorable aera when an emperor stood bare-footed three days and three
nights in the depth of winter to solicit absolution from a deposing
bishop, that he might hope to recover the respect even of his domestic
servants, as well as dominion over his subjects. Here a king was
scourged at the shrine of a rebellious subject. There a crown was laid
at the feet of the insolent representative of an usurping ecclesiastic.
Here the foot of a Christian bishop treads on the neck of a sovereign,
with the quotation—/ will tread on the viper, and the asp. There,
the stirrup of the horse of an ecclesiastic is repeatedly held by Emperors
in token of the homage of the civil power to one, whose authority was
claimed to be from God, to rule over the princes of the earth. Other
blasphemies and follies could be enumerated at great length; but this

(1) The canon law is so called from the Greek word κανών, which, in English, signifies a rule, because
the canon law is as a rule of life unto all Christians in matters relating to church discipline; and being
chiefly collected from the decrees of councils, is explained and governed by them as by a rule. 33 Dist.
cap. i. sec. 2. Ayliffe's Parergon, Introduction, p. iv.

(2) Bull of pope Clement III. 1188.
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is not the time. If history, indeed, were merely an old almanac, it
would not be worth our while to make allusion to these things; but
coincident with pretension and error, were cruelty and persecution; and
the sorrows which the martyrologist relates, arose only from the efforts
of Christians to throw off the yoke of these follies. The oldest almanac
informs us, that snow prevails in winter, and heat in summer : and the
most well-known, or most forgotten page of history alike demonstrates
to us the danger of the cessation of vigilance, on the part of states and
rulers, against the possibility of the revival of ecclesiastical pretensions.
All these enactments of the canon law are said to be obsolete. They
appear to be so: but they are not rescinded; and by many they are
still believed. The time in which they occurred will be considered in
the third chapter. I shall speak of their enormity and wickedness, with
reference, however, only to the possibility of their removal: but with
the full conviction, that all allusion to such things is now only regarded
as a proof of narrow-mindedness, bigotry, or deficiency in philosophical
observation ! I make no disclaimer, in my defence, against the accu-
sation. Those who will thus accuse me would not believe my reply.
The kings and states of earth, however, will do well to remember, that
they have all been insulted and oppressed, when they were subdued,
and bent down under the ecclesiastical power; and that, when they
were thus debased and degraded, both they and their people were de-
livered neither by their sword, nor by their bow; but by the blessing of
the God of Christianity upon the pen of the student, the labour of a
monk, and the zeal of the despised reformers.

In the fourth chapter, / shall treat on the historyr, and the perversion
by persecution, under the Puritans, of the influence of that principle of
the Reformation which taught men to appeal to the Scriptures alone, as
their sole guide in all matters of religious belief, and ecclesiastical
discipline.

The essential differences between the persecutions, or punishments for
religious opinion, in the period of the ecclesiastical power between the age
of Justinian and the council of Trent, and those of the period we shall
consider in the fourth chapter, consist in these two points. In the one,
persecution was embodied in the public law ; and it not only was never
abolished, but it increased iii severity to the very moment of its renun-
ciation by the greater part of civilized mankind. In the latter, though
it long continued to be a part of the general law among all the nations
of Europe, it has gradually ceased not only in practice, but as a principle
of legislation; and it is now, we may trust, irrevocably resigned. It
could not, indeed, have been expected, that the universal belief which
had been induced by the universal practice, and legal establishment of
persecution, or punishment for holding abstract opinions, and which is so
congenial also to the human mind, could be at once entirely done away.
In England, France, Holland, and elsewhere, the supposed crime of
heresy was consequently to be still extinguished by severity, though the
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definition of the crime was altered. Anabaptists were burnt by Elizabeth
in England. Servetus suffered at Geneva. Sect persecuted sect. The
synod of Dort, the presbyterians in Scotland, the independents in
America, the puritans, as well as the episcopalians in England, the
Huguenots in France, and the anabaptists in Munster, were all guilty
of many acts which cannot but be pronounced cruel and unjustifiable,
according to our present wiser, and more tolerant opinions: yet, the
great difference between these persecutions, and those of the church of
Rome, may be found in the total discontinuance of the laws, and the
principles which sanction them; while those of the church of Rome
have not yet been rescinded. The protestant separatists from Rome
have expunged from their codes of law the objectionable maxims, upon
which intolerance was defended. The act De Heretico Comburendo
was repealed in the reign of Charles II., principally by the exertions of
the duke of York, afterwards James II . The doctrine of toleration had
been enforced upon the English public by the dissensions in the reign
of Charles, by Jeremy Taylor and the independents. Thuanus,1 and a
large number of admirable writers, pleaded the cause of humanity, and
demonstrated the uselessness, and the wickedness of punishment for
opinion. The conclusion slowly and with much difficulty progressed,
Intolerance was not only the child of the canon law and the natural
hatred of the human mind, against those who differ from its own convic-
tions ; but the harsh features of the hateful fiend were concealed under
the zeal of the sectarian, and the imperfect wisdom of the reformed
episcopalian. The Reformation is justly described by one of our most
philosophical modern writers to have been a vast effort of the human
mind to achieve its freedom. It was a new-born desire—or rather, it
was the outbursting of the desire—to think and judge freely, and inde-
pendently, of facts, and of opinions, which Europe had been, till then,
contented to receive from authority alone. It was the insurrection of
the human mind against the absolute power of the spiritual order.2

If the reformation had not taken place, the bishop of Rome would have
been the grand lama of the West.3 The universal monarchy of stationary
reason, would have paralyzed the life of reason; and by quenching
thought, and withdrawing the Scriptures from the people, have fettered
all Europe, as Italy and Spain are still fettered, with the chain of
spiritual ignorance, and priestly despotism. But—

" Liberal, not lavish, is the Almighty hand,
.Nor was perfection made for man below." 4

Two painful evils have characterized the opponents of the ancient errors
—mutual bitterness, leading to persecution and disunion; and the un-

ing

(2) Guizot on the Civilization of Europe, pp. 354, 356.
(3) Essay on the Spirit and Influence of the Reformation of Luther, by C. Villiers, Esq. Marsh's

Abridgment of Mill's Translation, p. 65. (4) Beattie.
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bounded multiplicity of sects, leading to the entire dissolution of spiritual
authority, of religious discipline, and of true catholic communion.1

To these must be added, infidelity, despising all religion because of the
multiplicity of sects ; and pious uncertainty, distracted with doubts and
fears ; and taking refuge too often in an infallible church, more from the
sense of pain, than from the conviction of truth. These are great evils:
but they are less evils, than the monotony, and the stagnant content-
ment of presumptuous, resistless, and unchanging error. The possession
of the whole Scriptures alone, freely given to the laity, with the request,
and with the charge, that they consider themselves responsible to God
only for the use they make of his revelation, while they regard the priest
as their friend, and helper, and guide, but not as their infallible and
supreme director, is worth all the toil, and suffering, and martyrdom with
which the blessing was obtained; and the Reformation deserves to be
continued among us at the same expense of danger, vigilance, and suf-
fering, if that suffering be necessary, with which it was originally esta-
blished. I shall endeavour, as briefly as possible, to show the effect of
the Reformation upon the several countries of Europe; and to point
out, also, the wonderful and peculiar wisdom with which the removers
of ancient superstitions in England avoided the extremes of rejecting
ceremonies or doctrines merely because they were old; or adopting
ceremonies and doctrines merely because they were new: and how
they have united in one well-cemented fabric all the religious advantages
which were desired by the two great parties of the reformers and the
non-reformers, which, at the period of the council of Trent, divided
Christian Europe. I wish to show that they blended into one wise
system, more effectually than any of their brother reformers in other
countries, all the spirituality of worship, and perfect freedom, with the
study of Scripture, which the most conscientious puritan ought to
require; and how they retained also, as much discipline, and as much
security for the continuance of an apostolical succession, and an efficient
priesthood, as the member of the church of Rome ought to desire—
who is contented to believe, that the bishop of Rome is entitled to a
primacy of seniority in a western council; and not to a primacy of
supremacy over his equals in the Episcopacy of the universal church of
Christ. If there ever be union among Christians, it must be partly
founded upon the rescinding of the Romish canons ;2 and partly also,
upon the adoption of the cautious principles upon which the church was
reformed in England, even if the plans of its services, and the model
of its discipline, be reconsidered with reference to their possible im-
provement.

(1) Guizot, p. 362.
(2) See on thi

mentum pro abolitione Canonum e tolerantia Ecclesia?," etc. which he concludes in IL_
Gregory VII. lib. ii. sec. 50, " solet sancta et apostolica sedes, pleraque considerata ratione tolerare, sed
nunquam in suis Decretis, et constitutionibus a concordia traditionis recedere." These pretensions,
together with the last article in the creed of the council of Trent, justify all our jealousy, for none of the
persecuting canons are omitted from the sweeping declaration, that all the things declared by the sacred
canons and general councils are to be received.
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In the fifth chapter, / shall treat of the history and of the perversion
by persecution of the influence of human reason. This period may be
said to commence in the century prior to its chief trophy—the great
outbreaking of crime and folly—the earthquake of the French revolution.
The French revolution may be called the principal event in the great
contest which is still going on, between the stationary and the moving
powers of the human mind—between the definite and the indefinite—
between the restless, impatient, and ardent aspirations of man, after a
greater degree of civil and religious freedom; and between the temporal
absolute power, and the spiritual absolute power/ which were identified
as one oppression by an enraged, ill-instructed, and imperfectly civilized
population. The doctrines and discipline of the Gallican church, though
differing in some important respects from that of the Italian church,
retained the peculiar subjects which are most opposed to revelation, and
most offensive to human reason. The protestantism which had counter-
acted much of its evils had been almost eradicated by the revocation
of the edict of Nantz. The consequence was, that Romanism and
Christianity were regarded as one religion. The infidels of the school
of \7oltaire and of the Encyclopaedia—the philosophers, and the active
intellectual speculators in France, did not, therefore, follow the example
of the reformers in England, and on the continent, at the time of the
teaching of Luther. They did not assail some one or more errors, while
they still spoke of revelation and of Christianity in general, with serious-
ness and veneration. They turned the whole subject of revealed religion
into ridicule. They denied, at once, Transubstantiation—the per-
version ; the Atonement—the truth perverted ! They denied the exist-
ence of the Atoner; and the very possibility of revelation, as implying
the possibility of miracle. The revocation of the edict of Nantz2 was the
remote cause of the French revolution. Religious controversies may
terminate in open wars; but they do not, among the protestants at
least, end in sanguinary massacre. If the two parties had been per-
mitted to coexist in France, the population of Paris, Marseilles, and
other towns in general, would have learned, that Christianity is not
necessarily identified with popery; and that an error might be removed
from a church, without aiming at the overthrow of Christianity. It was
not so to be. The providence of God permitted the infidel principle
to display to the world the fearful consequences of the rejection of
revelation by human reason, because of any real or imagined grievance,
whether civil or spiritual. Whoever has studied the history of France
prior to the French revolution will feel no surprise at the madness of

(1) See Guizot, p. 430.
(2) The manner in which Massillon praised Louis XIV. for this measure is well known. He eulo-

gizes the king for preferring the (supposed) interests of religion to the advantage derived by France
from the labour of active, talented heretics. Bossuet acted the same part; and wrote books for the
converts by the Dragonades. Even Du Pin could depart from his better principles, and speak of the
king—innumeri pene extorres, qui Dei Optimi Maximi beneficio, secundis Regis Christianissimi curis,
in Gallia ad Ecclesiam accesserunt, &c. Monitum ad Lectorem, prefixed to his Treatise, De Antiqua
Ecclesia Disciplina, &c. H
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that memorable era.1 The effects of this total rejection, for a time, by
the most influential power in Europe next to England, of monarchy
and Christianity, were shown in domestic suffering, and external in-
fliction of evil on surrounding nations, to an extent well known to all.
The deluge has for a time subsided : but the result of the overflowings
of these waters of bitterness has but begun in the mingled good and
evil which may be traced to this source of both. The good which has
commenced is to be seen in the increasing desire of nations to possess
representative governments—in the disinclination to war—in the culti-
vation of the arts of peace to an extent hitherto unknown—in the con-
viction that reason must be satisfied of the causes of submission to
governments, before that submission is willingly tendered—and in the
extension, in spite of all opposition, of the knowledge of revelation, and
the desire of peace and truth. The ml is still discernible in the bold
and reckless infidelity of a large portion of the population in the chief
countries of Europe ; and the redoubled activity of the priesthood, not
only to suppress that infidelity, which is the perversion of human reason,
but to proceed to the opposite extreme, and to destroy that freedom
itself. One singular anomaly, too, presents itself to the student of
Providence as it is developed in history. An union has been formed on
some political or civil foundations, between the two antagonist powers
of infidelity and Romanism, against that system of religious conclusions
which rejects both extremes, and adheres to a revelation which is be-
lieved to condemn, at once, both mere Deism and ancient error; while
the two powers themselves seem to be tacitly, but determinedly pre-
paring for collision in France, in England, and on the continent in
general. The warfare may possibly proceed to the extent of again
dividing mankind, in open hostility, to that excess which will make the
sanguinary horrors of the French revolution itself appear to be but a
village broil: but the end of such fatal convulsions, must be the fulfil-
ment of prophecy, and the extension of the kingdom of Christ in the
increased civilization, happiness, and religious improvement of mankind.
It would probably be the last great struggle, between the old super-
stitions and the modern infidelity; and the mutual exhaustion of their
powers would be the commencement of a better era for the human race.
We may not dare to anticipate (by any presumptuous attempts to pro-
phesy) that future, on which so much of clouds and darkness must ever
rest. I cannot, however, but believe, with the writer to whom I have
so often referred,2 that the civilization of man is still in its infancy; and
that the human mind is very far distant from the perfection to which it
may attain, and for which it was created. He seems, indeed, to
imagine that this perfection may be obtained without ascribing so much
of its progress to Christianity, as I believe ought to be done. He would

(1) See the Memoirs of Madame du Barry, and other compilers of the same kind. So much of the
contents of these works are to be depended upon, that the profligacy of the higher classes must be
believed in spite of Mr. Burke's palliation.

(2) Guizot's Civilization of Modern Europe, p. 27.
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assign more to the development of the gradual improvements of society
independently of revelation, than past experience would justify. Man
cannot proceed uninterruptedly in the march of improvement, till he
has at last learned by experience, that union alone is strength, repose
and happiness; and till he seeks for that union in the reconciling, on
Christian principles, the four great influences to which I have referred.

We live in an age of the world when these obvious interests of
nations begin to be better understood. In reviewing this age I shall
endeavour to show the effect of the great changes which ha\e so lately
occurred in the religion, the governments, and the literature of the
Christian world; and aspire to the obtaining one gleam of light re-
specting the prospects of mankind. I trust the conjecture will not be
proved, by the subsequent experience of history, to be erroneous, when
I express the probability that England, whatever be its errors, if indeed it
has committed any,1 either in its system of government at home, or in the
management of its external relations abroad, may possibly be the chief of
the favoured and honoured instruments employed by the mighty Ruler
of the world, to accomplish some part of his great design, to overrule all
modern, as he has done all ancient changes, for the benefit of the human
race. I cannot but believe, with one of our most learned students of
history,2 with reference to the plans of providence, that our insular situ-
ation—our commercial greatness—our ceaseless activity—our superior
religious civilization—with our general benevolence, and desire to do
good, will be overruled to the benefit of the world; and that England is
destined, as so many of our most worthy authors also have believed, to be
the Canaan of the modern world. Nations are not made great for them-
selves alone. Our name is now known in all regions. Our language is
more extensively spoken than any other. Our authorized version of the
Bible is a classical book, at home and abroad. All who study our noble
language, study the version of the Scriptures which the habits of centuries
have now interwoven with our common conversation. Where Milton,
Shakspeare, and Sir Walter Scott are read, there also the English Bible is
still more generally received, and valued. Our commerce extends civili-
zation ; civilization extends religion. The leaven is leavening the lump.
Japhet dwells in the tents of Shem ; so that our literature is cultivated
and our faith is known, among the brahmins of India, the metaphysicians
of Persia, and the solemn barbarians of China. America is English, in
attachment to the same language, and the same Bible. The Pacific is
brightened by the same holy light. A new spirit has gone forth ; and
though the united efforts of the scornful infidelity, or the remaining
devotedness to that detestable authority which reproves the universal
knowledge or perusal of the Scriptures, will still present, for many years,

th
te;
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(2) Miller's Philosophy of Modern History.
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innumerable obstacles to the sacred cause of the improvement, the civili-
zation, the religion, and the liberty of mankind; yet the day must come
when every mountain shall be made low, and all impediments be removed.
The year of the completion of the happiness of man on earth shall then
come, when all persecution being ended, and all despotism restraining
the freedom of the human mind by useless laws being done away; the
civil power, the ecclesiastical power, the sanctions of divine revelation,
and the conclusions of human reason, will all be blended in one har-
monious system of temporal and religious regulation, and all the family
of man shall be one united, religious, civilized, and happy people. The
human race is advancing, we may trust, and the proofs are to be found
in the present age more than in any other, of the accomplishment of its
predicted destiny : and England is only then to be found in its appointed
place, when it protects the oppressed, patronizes civilization, extends
knowledge, promotes truth, and establishes to the utmost of its power,
by peaceful and gentle means, liberty and true religion. This was the
policy which laid the foundations of its moral greatness at the beginning.
This must continue that greatness at present. If it ceases to act the part
of the exemplar to the civilized, the religious, and the free : if it cease
to be the friend and the benefactor to the savage, the ignorant, and the
slave ; the cause of its prosperity and its influence will have ceased; and
the proud, the wealthy, the envied, the once useful England, will be laid
aside, and deposed from its high state, as the instrument of the providence
of God, with the monarchies and empires of antiquity. They were raised
up, as England has been, to accomplish the prophecies, and to advance
the glory of the God of revelation and of science—of Israel, and of
nature. So long as they were thus honoured, their greatness continued.
When that high distinction ceased, Persia, and Greece, and Rome alike
fell, by causes which the world calls, the natural order of events ; but
which the Christian denominates, the plans of the Governor of the uni-
verse. They were thrown aside, as the scaffolding of the building is
disregarded when the building is completed. I hope better things for
this great empire. I trust that it will please the God of Christianity to
make us the chief agent in the accomplishment of those prophecies, which
affirm the eventual civilization and religious improvement of mankind
This will be the secret of our strength. This alone will give permanency
to our prosperity, and make us the Israel of the latter days—the praise
and the joy of the earth.

In the sixth and last chapter of the work, the most important of all, I
purpose, therefore, to sum up the whole argument. I shall endeavour
to show, after I have related the history of the various attempts which
have hitherto been fruitlessly made to effect an union among Christians ;
that man can only attain to his highest earthly happiness by blending
into one universal polity, the results of the experience of the past, as that
experience has been gradually afforded by the civil power—the ecclesi-
astical power—the pseudo-scriptural, and the pseudo-human-reason
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power; and that, as the four monarchies of the ancient world prepared
the way for the coming of Christ to instruct and to suffer, so the result
of the successive predominance of these four influences will be, the
preparation of the world for the greatest amount of peace and happiness
of man as a progressive race. Such peace and happiness can only take
place under the reign of Christian principles, Christian truth, and Christian
union. My object will be to point out the useful inferences which
may be afforded to the universal church of Christ, from the experience
of the long records of the past—to show in what manner the civil power,
the ecclesiastical power, scripture, and reason may be combined in one
solid foundation of international, ecclesiastical, scriptural, philosophical
law; so that the whole Christian and civilized world may become one
church of Christ—one family, aiming at the conversion of their brethren^
till the whole world partake of that tree of life whose very leaves flourish
for the healing of nations. I believe that such a plan of union may be
developed; and that evil has been permitted so long to exist, that the
eventual establishment of general union among mankind may be more
perfect. I believe that the experience which shall be generally under-
stood and perceived from the separation of the four influences which
have ruled the intellectual world, shall become the foundation of the
general desire of uniting them in one comprehensive scheme; worthy of
the splendid promises which the God of Christianity has granted to his
universal church, I believe that the civil power will contribute, by its
congresses—the ecclesiastical power, by its renewed councils—the adhe-
rents of Scripture, by the better perception of the inferences deducible
from its sacred pages—and the lovers of philosophy and of reason, by
the true liberality which Scripture, combined with reason, will ever afford
to mankind, will all contribute to the building of the temple of God. All
in their turns have persecuted—all have had their watchwords, to inflame
the partizans of partial truth to the infliction of needless misery. All
are invaluable in themselves: but all are only productive of peace,
union, and entire truth, when they are combined together, as the four
evangelists of the gospel itself, to declare one system of good, and to
speak one tale of peace.

The time has not yet arrived, when I can submit to you and to the
world my belief of the manner in which this good may be effected, and
the prophecies may be fulfilled; nor to reply to all the objections which
will present themselves to the friends, as well as to the opponents, of
the present publication. I will, however, briefly answer two remarks
which have occurred to some of those with whom I have had the happi-
ness and the honour to contemplate this noble subject.

What place, it has been asked, do I assign to the Church of Christ in
this scheme, either of the past development of the plans of providence
in permitting evil since the death of Christ, or in the future establish-
ment of the universal good which shall be the result of the persecutions
which have been caused by the separation of the four influences, whose



combination alone is productive of the anticipated good? To answer
this question rightly, I shall inquire what is meant by the Church
of God?

The Jewish Church of God, in the olden time, included the priests,
the people, and the proselytes. The temple was divided into the Holy
of Holies, the Court of the Priests, and the Court of the Gentiles. That
is—there were always separate places for the more perfect, with whom an
express covenant was made ; and the more imperfect, with whom an
implied covenant was made. The former were the chosen people—
certain partakers, by a purer faith, and by the observance of appointed
means of grace, of the blessing promised to the faithful. The latter
may be said to have been left to the uncovenanted mercies of God*
They worshipped according to their knowledge. They were the friends
of Israel. They possessed a blessing. But all the great designs of
providence, in perpetuating the line of the Messiah, in maintaining the
knowledge of the one true God amidst the corruption and idolatry both
of the holy nation itself, and of the ^surrounding countries, were accom-
plished by that elect portion of the visible church with whom the cove-
nant was made. Sometimes apostate, when the spiritual religion was
upheld by few; sometimes persecuting the more holy portion of their
brethren ; sometimes persecuted by the nations around them—the one
visible church is always traceable, from the commission of Abraham till
the destruction of Jerusalem. So also it is with the Christian church.
It is divided into the holy of holies; the apostolical churches, with
whom the more express covenant was made; and the court of the Gen-
tiles, into which all may be said to be admitted, who love the God of
Christianity, but whose imperfect knowledge, or deficient apprehension
of evidences, has not made them to belong to the apostolical churches.
These are not excluded ; but those have the more certain blessing of the
promise.

I am not pleased with the expression, " the uncovenanted mercies of
God;" but it is that which is commonly used to describe the blessings
which we believe to be granted to those whose faith or discipline we
suppose to be imperfect. I adopt it, therefore, in its usual sense, to
explain that degree of blessing which we may believe the Deity will
extend, both to those who desire to know him better, but who have not
heard, and therefore have not received, that completion of the one only,
ancient religion, which is developed in Christianity; and that which he
will extend also to all those, who, from various unavoidable circumstances,
receive that Christianity, imperfectly. If we speak with strict propriety,
there can be no such thing as an uncovenanted mercy. The Almighty
made a solemn federal covenant with man immediately after the deluge—
that those who feared him, and sought after him, should be accepted of
him. When the Jewish dispensation was established, that Christianity
might eventually follow it, the blessings of this original covenant were
not annulled. The Omnipresent God accepted the prayers and aspira-
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tions of all those among the heathen, pagan, idolatrous, apostate races,
who, with an imperfect knowledge of the gradually increasing revelation,
remembered so much of the original revelation, that they sought for a
better spiritual portion than their souls could find among the idolaters,
and the wicked. He accepted them for the sake of the Bruiser of
the serpent's head. So it is also, that the more complete and perfect
form of that one ancient faith, which is given to us in Christianity,
does not disannul the wreck and remnant̂  of the same early postdiluvian
covenant. God is still Omnipresent. From him alone all good thoughts
proceed. If that Omnipresent God so influences the mind of one
Chinese peasant, and not the mind of another; that the one discovers
the designer in the midst of the proofs of design, and prays to the
unknown God for his mercy; the same God who inspires the prayer
accepts the prayer, in remembrance of his covenant made with the divine
Atoner, for the whole race of man. Christianity only declares more
plainly the God whom they worship in their ignorance. It declares the
Mediator who enacted the covenant in its beginning, and who completed
it by His blood of the atonement. It reveals the perfection of the
religion which the Creator gave to man. The human race, like Esau,
have sold their birthright. They have some blessing, as Esau had,
though it is not the lost birthright. They still worship imperfectly ; but
they are still the children of the Creator. They are at a greater or less
distance from God: and those may surely be placed in the court of the
Gentiles, who are not yet admitted into the court of the priests, and of
the chosen people of God, to whom the more perfect development of the
original covenant has come. Christianity restores to Esau the lost birth-
right, and gives to him once more the portion of Jacob. The apostolical
churches will be his perfect converter. The wall of partition shall be broken
down, and the whole human race shall be one fold under one shepherd.
All truths are reconcilable, one with another, to those who seek not for
partial truth, but for all truth, as God has revealed it. The sin which
gives eternal separation from the holy of holies, and places man beyond
the uttermost verge even of the court of the Gentiles for ever and for
ever, is that sin which we daily see committed. It is not the involun-
tary ignorance which seeks for God, and prays imperfectly to him. It is
the sin of employing reason to extinguish the conviction arising from the
knowledge of the evidences of Christianity, to justify the rejection of
religion because that religion condemns the indulgence of the evil of
the heart. The law of the soul is, that when the soul long continues
wilfully to despise the mercy of God, it places itself, by its own act,
beyond the power of accepting that better and highest happiness, which
the covenant, ratified by the death of Christ, has purchased for all man-
kind, and which is called the salvation of the soul—that is, the develop-
ment, through his immortality, of the highest moral and spiritual
improvement and happiness to which the regenerated human nature is
capable of attaining. The damnation which God has inflicted upon the
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sins of man, principally appears in this world, by the permission of
misery, as the result of moral evil. The damnation which God inflicts
in the other world—for his will constitutes the law of all worlds—will be
principally inflicted by man upon himself. " The worm that dieth not,"
will be the remorse resulting from man's own actions. " The fire that
is not quenched" will be of his own kindling; by him who hears the
gospel and rejects it.

I think too that the expression, the uncovenanted mercies of God,
may be defended upon the supposition that while the Christian church
cannot be supposed to be less deficient in a descendible and traceable
authority than the Jewish church : neither can we suppose it would be
less deficient in embracing, within the hope of a blessing, those who have
not fully accepted all the discipline, which we of the apostolical churches
believe to have been revealed by their Divine Founder. But as the
visible Jewish church is uniformly discoverable, whether persecuting, or
persecuted ; whether idolatrous, or faithful; whether in prosperity, or in
captivity; so the Christian church has been visible and traceable from
the ascension to the present day. Whatever may have been the enemies
of the churches of Christ; or whatever may have been the imperfections
of a certain number of persons in all ages, who have read the Christian
Scriptures, and trusted in the God of Christianity, yet have not belonged
to the apostolical churches; we are always able to trace the continued
succession of a number of visible churches, whose aggregate forms
altogether the one holy catholic visible church. These churches were
generally persecuted by the civil power till the time of Constantine;
and were convulsed by civil dissensions from thence to Justinian. They
were divided from the mutual communion of each other by the schism
of the Greek and Latin hierarchies. The churches in the west gradually
became subjected to the dominion of the most powerful of their number,
while thousands, and tens of thousands who objected to, or opposed
that dominion, unjustly perished as traitors and heretics, unworthy of
admission even into the court of the Gentiles of the temple of Christ.
This continued from Justinian to Trent. During the whole of this period,
the apostolical churches, whatever was their submission to Rome, or their
internal corruptions, maintained a certain degree of truth, and are still
preserved to a brighter day. The same churches are discoverable in the
present day. They have inflicted suffering, or they have suffered.
Some of them, as in England, Scotland, and America, have retained the
ancient government and discipline, while they have rejected the additions
once inflicted on them by Rome ; and thus, the one catholic church, in
all ages is traceable as the accomplisher of the same great design as that
for which the Jewish church, whether in its idolatrous or pure state, was
preserved—the perpetuation of Scripture; and the upholding the
general truth of revelation, till the day when a more abundant blessing
by means of the One. Holy, Universal and purified church, shall be
imparted to the world.



26 CAN THERE BE PEACE WITH ROME ?

Such is the church of Christ; and I give to this church in the de-
velopment of the plans of the Almighty, and in the eventual pro-
duction of the greatest good which can proceed from the union of
Christians, that place which is " first, last, midst, and without end."
In every age there has been the congregation of faithful men, among
whom the sacraments have been duly administered; the Scriptures
interpreted; and the gospel taught; and who have been ever willing to
give that true, holy, perhaps the strongest test of their spirituality, and
of their partaking of the graces from above, namely, suffering and not
persecuting. The church—or many of the churches of which the one
catholic church is composed, have sometimes forgotten that they were
called upon to follow the example of their Great Master, who, although
he could have annihilated his persecutors, and commanded the legions
of angels, " the least of whom could wield these elements, and arm him
with the force of all their legions," went on, after he had finished his
persuasions, to suffer, and to die. The churches of Christ have been
more anxious to persuade and to rule, than to persuade and to suffer.
They have not been contented with their only legitimate power—the
exclusion of an offender from their worship. They have gone out of
their way to define heresy—to discover heresy—to burn out heresy!
They tortured where themselves ought to have submitted to torture,
rather than to recriminate, and to punish: and one solid foundation
of the anticipated union of Christians must be the rescinding of every
law which inflicts pain on the body for rejecting even the best, and the
holiest conclusions, of the best and holiest teacher. The teacher himself
must be again willing to be crucified, before the church of Christ can be
the converter, and the healer of the world. This the church will be.
Under the civil power, the church was the sufferer. Under the
ecclesiastical power, the church ceasing to suffer, began to inflict suffer-
ing ;* and it so far went into captivity, that its holiness was merged in
its discipline, and the spiritual tokens of its existence were so faint and
few, that the weeds in the field of the church, obscured and concealed
the wheat, till the student of history exclaimed—Where is the church of
Christ? Under the puritan reaction from this lamentable time, the
church still existed, and suffered. Under the perverted philosophy of
the present age, the church exists, and suffers, and will exist, and suffer,
until it accomplish its predicted part in effecting the happiness of man.

The second remark to which I would reply, is—Can there be peace
with Rome ?—With Rome as it was, when St. Paul declared, that its
faith was spoken of through the whole world; and as John Foxe in the
beginning of his history, describes it to have been, there could be—there
was, peace and union. With Rome as it will be, when the object of

(1) Nos breviter ostendamus haereticos incorrigibiles ac prsesertim relapsos posse et debere ab ecclesia
ejici, et a saecularibus potestatibus temporalibus pcenis atque ipsa etiam morte mulctandi.—Bellarm.
de Laicis III. 21. sec. ii. torn. II. p. 548. Edit. Par. 1613.

Bellarmine concludes the chapter in these words—Deniquc haereticis obstinatis beneficium est,
quod de hac vita tollantur.
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the permission of its fearful power is accomplished by the providence of
God—when (not the catholic church of Christ—not the scripture—not
the gospel) but when Rome changes—and it will be changed by the
blessing of the Almighty, imbuing, in his own good time, the nations of
the earth with the same conviction with which he has so long imbued the
mind of England, that Rome and Christianity are not identified—when
Rome awakes from the dust of the errors of ages, and puts off the bloody
robe of its canonical law, and clothes itself in that better robe of righteous-
ness and love, which the Father will grant to it—then—then—there may
be, peace with Rome. But with Rome as it is—with Lateranized Rome—-
with Trentine Home—there can be no peace—none—none whatever.
The severe canons—the unrescinded errors—the usurpations—and the
demands of Rome, are too numerous to allow us to anticipate peace, with
Rome as it is. But God will prove to Rome, in his own time, that
the nations of the world will desert it—that civilised man will not
endure it—that it must change; or be obsolete, uninfluential and use-
less. One lesson, in the mean time, is proved to be true by all the
history of the past—that Rome can never—never be gained by any
concession, or conciliation whatever, to change, or rescind one error; or
repeal one decree. It cannot be won by sacrifices. It cannot be
conquered by war. It can only be subdued by the patience of the
more spiritual churches—by refusing submission to its dominion—by
rejecting its errors—by guarding against its devices—by persevering in
the holy, useful activity of the tongue and of the pen, to which the
providence of God calls us; until, by the blessing of that same provi-
dence upon our humility, zeal, suffering, and enduring, the priesthood
of that very church exclaim of our Christian deserving, " truly these are
the sons of God."

Such then is the work on which I am labouring; and which I hope
eventually, if I live, to submit to the approbation of the world. The
title of the work will be—The Reunion of Christ's Holy Catholic
Church; or, Past Persecutions the Foundation of the Future Union of
Christians.

But why, it will be said, if the great object of my labours is to be the
promoting the happiness of man by the reunion of Chrises holy catholic
church—why do I not withhold my sanction altogether from the repub-
lication of the Acts and Monuments of John Foxe ? Are not his
narratives obsolete? Is not the book a party book? Will not its
reappearance offend needlessly those with whom you believe an union
can be eventually effected, provided there be some change in their
principles, doctrines, and laws ?

The narratives of John Foxe will never be obsolete so long as the
decrees continue, on which the painful details of his history are founded.
These details are the unavoidable result of popish principles. His book
can no more be justly called a mere party book, than one of the epistles
of St. Paul, on the falsehood of a Jewish prejudice, can be so entitled.
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Its appearance ought to offend those only who crucified the Son of God
afresh, when they committed his servants to the flames ; and who can
only then become the true disciples of St. Peter when they read these
things, and are cut to the heart as the Jews of old were, and cry out, in
deep and bitter repentance, " Men and brethren, what shall we do ?"
Then, and then only, may we imagine that the work of John Foxe will
become obsolete. But then—then it will be that the repentant perse-
cutors will love the record that reproaches them; and pray to their
common Father that they offend no more, in this wise. The work of
John Foxe cemented the repairing of the church of England. The
doctrines of that church are founded on the Scriptures; its discipline is
established on usefulness, antiquity, and tradition. But the hatred of
the papal enemy of that church, who mocked when the walls were built
in troublesome times, has ever been excited and perpetuated by his
faithful narrative; because the Sanballats and Tobiahs who opposed the
decrees for the restoration of the ancient temple of God, were not in vain
resisted by the exhortations of this prophet. Foxe was not blameless,
as we shall see in the progress of this Preface : but his voice and pen, if
they did not kindle the flame, fanned the flame which has never yet been
put out in England; though many of our own degenerate age are affect-
ing to decry the value of his testimony, and to depreciate his useful
labours. Eleven years were carefully and anxiously devoted to the
arrangement of the materials which were transmitted to him from all
quarters ; in examining the registries of the bishops, and other authentic
records of the facts and events he was to relate; and in collecting the
various documents essential to the perfecting of the work. Strype, the
most patient collector of similar papers, and the most competent witness
to form a judgment on the merits or demerits, of the results of the
labours of the martyrologist, speaks, as we shall see, not only of the
infinite pains of Foxe in searching registries and seeking documents ; but
Strype assures us, that Foxe left them as he found them ; and had not
destroyed them, as his antagonist Parsons dared to presume and to affirm
that he had done. Many, he tells us, had diligently compared his work
with registers and council-books, and always found him faithful; and that
he himself had found him as strictly true and faithful, as he had ever
been most diligent. This testimony to the general fidelity of Foxe
might be indefinitely extended. All parties excepting one, which has
not hesitated to designate him in the most reprovable language, as a lying
martyrologist, have borne witness to his value. Collier the historian
has condemned, in many instances, certain passages which I purpose to
consider: but these regard his biases and opinions, rather than his fidelity.
Fuller declares his confidence in his accuracy, and applauds his patient
research. Bishop Hall1 calls him "that saintlike historian." Brooke,
the Puritan, has eulogised his work as a fabric, too solid and immovable
to be shaken. Neal, not the most amiable of men, praises it. Words-

(1) Bp. Hall's Works, vol. ix. p. 3D8, Pratt's Edition.
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worth,1 the present respected master of Trinity College, Cambridge,
examined for himself, at a later period, many of the ancient records
used by Foxe, and he bears the latest testimony to the fact, that all the
many researches and discoveries of later times, in regard to historical
documents, have only contributed to place the general fidelity and truth
of the martyrologist on a rock which cannot be shaken. All parties, but
that of the Romanist, have united in their approbation of this book,
which is generally believed to have contributed, more than any other work,
excepting the Holy Bible, to the continued exclusion of Romanism from
its former influence in England. So effectually was it believed to pro-
mote this most valuable of all objects, that it was ordered by the convo-
cation of the English clergy, in 1571, to be placed in the halls of bishops,
in the families of dignitaries, in the colleges of the universities, and in
the most conspicuous places in the cathedrals. It was set up in every
parish church, in conjunction with Jewell's Apology, and the large English
Bible. It was constantly held up, before the whole people of England,
for more than half a century, as the great memorial of the evils from
which, by God's mercy, they had been delivered ; till Archbishop Laud,
it is said, commanded the volumes to be removed from the churches, on
account of the absence of those views of church government which were
sanctioned by that metropolitan. Nothing, as we shall see in the instance
even of this great wrork, is perfect. He wrote in the day of that excite-
ment which was the unavoidable result of committing to, or escaping
from, the flames. Wise men were maddened. Good men wept at the
calamities of the age. Foxe recorded, with fidelity, the causes both of
their indignation and their tears. His story can never be forgotten, so
long as truth is threatened by error; or so long as freedom, unlimited
freedom of inquiry, is refused by the tyranny of priestcraft, speaking
the " deceivableness of unrighteousness,"" and upholding the " mystery
of iniquity," always in the tones of courtesy, and sometimes in the lan-
guage of the Scripture itself. Some spots may be found on the armour
of this noble soldier of God. Those spots shall be pointed out, and
be neither concealed nor denied: but his shield is the holiness of his
cause. His sword, with which, in the days of our fathers, he smote down
the Philistines of the persecuting and erring church, was " given him
from the armoury of God ; and neither the keen, nor the solid"—neither
the satire nor the arguments of Harpsfield, or Parsons, of Milner, or
Andrews—have been able to " resist that edge." To depreciate—to
censure—to persuade the people to neglect and despise this great work,
because it will not always endure the ordeal of modern criticism; is
as absurd as to impeach the soldier of antiquity, of deficiency in the
lighter movements of the unincumbered and modern warrior, while he is
clothed in ponderous mail, and bends under the weight of his armour.
A careful examination of the merits of the work will prove, that the
eulogies of our ancestors on his labours were not bestowed unjustly;

(1) Preface to Ecclesiastical Biography.



3θ MIND TO BE RULED BY CONVICTION, NOT BY AUTHORITY ALONE.

and that the publishers of the martyrology and history of Foxe have
done well and wisely in once more directing the attention of their
countrymen to the painful and fearful consequences of the prevalence,
and of the establishment of the principles which must revive among us,
if we relax our vigilance, and mistake present repose for perpetual
security. The conviction of our danger is the only secret of safety.

Permit me yet further to enlarge for a short time on this point. The
object of Foxe in writing and completing this work was twofold. The
first was, to relate the history of the church before his own day; the
next, to record the evils which haw resulted, and which ever will, and
must result, to the church of Christ, from the assumption and exercise of
the power to govern the consciences of reflecting men by authority and
severity, rather than by reasoning and persuasion. Though heathens,
and infidels, and men in all ages have persecuted their fellows, his chief
design is, to depicture the fearful state of society, in which Christians
consigned Christians to imprisonment, torture, and the flames, without
imputing to them any other crime than their arriving at conclusions
opposite to those which were entertained by the influential ecclesiastics
of the day ; and when neither vice, nor political conspiracy, nor actual
injury to society, nor indifference to religion, nor rejection of the greater
truths of revelation, the Trinity, the Incarnation, and the Atonement;
nor contempt of Scripture, were justly attributed to the victims. He
relates, and that, too, with proper and justifiable indignation (for who
could be soft, with the modern mode of palliating these atrocities, which
we call candour, when the shrieks and prayers for mercy, both to God
and man, sounded from the victims of the flames, in the ears of the
writer)—he relates how men and women were deliberately, according
to the most cold and unimpassioned forms of law, committed to the
faggot and the stake, for declaring, in the peaceful retirements of
private life, that God alone was to be worshipped; and not the relic, the
Virgin, or the saint;—or, what was more common still—for refusing to
believe or confess, that, after the words of consecration, spoken by the
priest over the bread on the altar before him, there was not sufficient
evidence to convince him, that the bread was more than sacramentally
changed. Foxe, in common with the great majority of modern histo-
rians, and in common also with some of the more gentle and reflecting
of the communion of Rome itself, denominates this conduct—persecu-
tion. The inflictors of such seventies called them the just punishment
by which the church, in the exercise of its divinely-granted power, en-
trusted to it by its Holy Founder, endeavoured to preserve the unity
which is the best bond of peace ; and to repress, also, the heresy which
alienates the Christian from God, and the schism which divides the Chris-
tian from his brother. The design of Foxe was to prove to the world, that
that system of church government could not be right which was upheld
by such principles, leading, as their unavoidable and natural result, to
such conduct. He desired to prove to the world, the monstrous evils,
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and the intolerable sufferings which have accrued to the human race from
the enforcement of such pretensions on the part of the church. His
argument is, not only that those lofty claims on the part of any church
to enforce uniformity of doctrine, or of worship by such means, are utterly
false and unfounded in themselves; but that it is totally impossible that
a system of polity which had produced such fruits of cruelty and horror
could be scriptural and divine. He shows us, and not only he, but every
ecclesiastical historian of every communion—whether of Rome, of the
Greek church, or of the Reformed church, who relates the unadorned
facts of the past—that so long as the world generally submitted with
patience to these affirmed powers, so long the severities of the church
increased against the various delinquents who ventured to question any
proposition which was pronounced to be undoubted, by the authorities of
the church. He shows how the priesthood, enlarging the creed and
abridging the commandments, claimed the power to withhold, or to extend
the punishment of sin against God, as well as of crime against man—how
it extended the definitions of heresy—how it confounded in one system
of ecclesiastical pretensions, doctrine, discipline, tradition, legend, and law;
and then condensed the whole mass of mingled truth and error into one
undefined and undefinable code, which they denominated the decisions of
the church. They presumed to set limits to the free use of the Scriptures.
They regarded the request to peruse them, as the proof of probable, or
incipient heresy. God made the night as well as the day ; and the dark-
ness which might be felt, was as essential to the government of the world
as the dawn of the morning of the Reformation : but there was a time,
and John Foxe warns us against forgetting the gloomy hour, when Huss
or Jerome, or any other learned and inquiring mind, who discovered a ray
of light, and hailed the contrast with the surrounding darkness ; or ven-
tured even to mention its existence to the blinded myriads of the Christian
fold, suffered the torture and the flame, till spiritual ignorance alone
became safety, and silent submission to the priest the only proof of accept-
able religion. Toleration was impiety. Inquiry was the beginning
of sin. Resistance was an unpardonable crime. Mental slavery was
faith. Mental effort was heresy. All heresy was to be punished by
the union of penalties and sufferings which were ordained to debase and
wound the soul, while they most severely tortured and harassed the body.
The cruel mockings were combined with the cruel scourgings. The
church, in the plenitude of its power, became capricious to the extent of
dsemonism. It did not wait to be offended. It did not remain silent,
as the secular magistracy is quiescent, till injury was done to society,
and its laws were actually broken. The church sent forth its emissaries
to detect the thinker—to discover whispers—to interpret sighs—to
listen to the groans of the thoughtful when the iron entered most
deeply into the soul; and thus to elicit heresy where the unconscious
Christian had not suspected its existence. It made inquisition for the
movements of the spirits of its victims. It proclaimed the wretch to
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be a heretic. It denounced that heretic as the most infamous of the
human race. It revelled with affected pity in the agonies of the viola-
tion of the ties of affection, friendship, and kindred. It descended
even into the dungeon to check the groanings of its sad solitude, and to
repress in its dark prisons the utterance of the cries of despair. Priestly
insults were added to private torture. The pangs of the rack were ac-
companied with heart-rending reproaches, of apostasy from the Son
of God. When the pale and weakened victim was at length brought
forth from his miserable cell, to take his last adieu of the earth and of
the sun, the shameful procession to the house of God, where the crime
was to be declared, and the sentence pronounced, and from thence to
the painful and lingering death of the faggot or the stake, was attended
by the savage joy of the populace, and the averted looks of the most
affectionate and tender of his kindred. Neither was this all. The last
sounds that rang in the ears of the dying sufferer were the consigning of
his soul to the fiends by the priest of God himself, amidst the triumphant
acclamations of the multitude, and amidst the roaring of the rising fire,
which was solemnly and audibly pronounced to be the commencement
of his deserved Gehenna.

John Foxe wrote to record such things as these; that states, and
people, and nations, while they forgive may not forget them; but ever
remember the danger of permitting the most apostolical priesthood to
usurp dominion; and by perverting their undoubted commission from
the other world, to move this at their pleasure. Foxe wrote his book—
" The Acts and Monuments of the Church"—to warn mankind at large of
the necessity of jealousy over any priesthood which demands the homage
of conscience and the submission of reason, on the presumption that
such priesthood is infallible, divine, and supreme. His pages are
worthy of preservation as the record of the past, and as a warning to the
future. If it be said—" You of the church of England have done such
things:" we answer, " If we have done so, we repent us of our mis-
doings. We have rescinded the laws which enabled us to do these
things. We ask you also, brethren of Rome, to repent, and to imitate
our example. The confession of mutual error is the first step to mutual
pardon, and to the change which will terminate in eventual recon-
ciliation,"

These remarks will offend many who are not members of the church
of Rome. Teachers of religion are still to be found who are not of that
church, but who, nevertheless, still demand obedience too much to
ecclesiastical authority on the plea of its divine origin, and its consequent
perpetual right of ruling the conscience, without permitting, on the part
of those who are taught,—reasoning, inquiry, or doubt. There are many
who seem to exalt the apostolical succession, so as to exact, for the suc-
cessors of the apostles, upon the sole plea of succession, that homage to
their undoubted pedigree, which ought rather to be paid to the truth
of their doctrines, than to their descent or to their credentials. The
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apostolical succession of the priesthood cannot be valued too highly,
as a source of evidence, as the undoubted channel of grace, from
God to man; and as the clearest stream of communion between
earth and heaven, provided that spirituality and truth characterise
both the priesthood and the people. The Christian priesthood, like
the discoverer of electricity, can, and has wrested the sceptre from
the tyrants of the earth, and brought the lightning of God from
heaven,1 which might have struck down the palaces and cottages of
sinful men; and rendered it harmless as the destroying angel when he
passed over the thresholds of the Israelites in Egypt, stained with the
blood of the passover: but it ought only to do these great things by
moral persuasion, and patience of prayer before God; and they are no
more entitled to be regarded as infallible, and therefore divine and
supreme, because of the spiritual dignity of their honourable office in
thus turning aside the lightning of divine justice, than Benjamin
Franklin wras entitled to be the sovereign of Europe, because he brought
down the material lightning of the thunder cloud. We value the
priesthood; but the labours of John Foxe prove to us, that the corrup-
tion of Go(Ts best gift is the world's worst curse. If the principles on
which many ecclesiastics would establish their pretensions to rule over
the consciences of their brethren by authority alone be well-founded—
no form of death, no inflicted suffering, upon those who reject the doc-
trines which may be submitted to them by that authority, can properly
be called persecution. If, as some declare, Christ has established a church
which is governed by a divine revelation, one part of which is the written
scripture, another part of which is unwritten tradition, of which the priests
of that church are at once the depository and the judges; and if this church
is infallible, because its priesthood inherits the same divine power which
God gave to Christ, because Christ gave that power to Peter and the
apostles, and Peter and the apostles gave the same power to the bishops
and their priesthood,—if those bishops and priesthood, in addition to
their undoubted and clearly granted commission to persuade by preaching,
to consecrate the material of the commemorative sacrifice, and to absolve,
by declaring their belief that God would pardon where they express their
conviction that pardon would be granted—if in addition to these holy
and most solemn functions, they are invested, because of their apostolical
succession, with a freedom from the possibility of error, or from amenable-
ness to the judgment of their contemporaries, in the midst of all the
speculative controversies of the contending intellects of all ages—then
the consequence follows, that the authority of such an infallible church
would be independent of all that proportioning of human punishment to
human crime, which we call justice; and the utmost severity it could
inflict could not he called persecution. The very attempt to enforce
that proportion by argument, or by resistance, would be an impugnment

(1) Eripuit coelo fulmen, seeptrumque tyrannis.
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of its infallibility, and would in itself constitute heresy. Whatever is in-
fallible must be supreme. Whatever is infallible and supreme must be
divine. The church of Rome, in the most palmy state of its usurpation,
could claim no more. The union of infallibility, supremacy, and divinity,
constituted its irresistible demand for the submission of all objections.
As the salvation of man—that is, as the purest, highest, and immortal
happiness of man, depends upon his believing and obeying the authority
which is divine, infallible, and supreme—it necessarily follows, that as the
Deity himself may cause death by acute suffering, and not be chargeable
with injustice, on account of the presumed wisdom which arises from
infallibility and divinity; so also the teachers of Christianity, if they do,
indeed, possess the attributes to which many of their number in every
age have laid claim, cannot be accused of persecuting their brethren,
whatever be the deep sorrow, the intolerable suffering, or the most pain-
ful death, they may most undeservedly, or most remorselessly, inflict.
All is done, they reply, by punishing the heretical or schismatical, to
save the souls of those who are endangered by the heretic and schismatic.
The pages of Foxe are the answer to all such pretensions. He demon-
strates the fatal consequences of such claims being maintained by any
priesthood whatever, by the effects of such claims upon the happiness of
the people. Not only does he delineate the poisoned fruit of intoler-
ance ; he strikes at the root of the Upas tree. He traces the bitter
waters to their bitter fountain. He proves how these lofty claims on
the part of the priesthood destroyed the peace of nations. He teaches
all people to regard, therefore, their best priesthood with jealousy and
watchfulness, while they receive at the same time all truth with reverence,
and look upon their instructors with respect. He compels us to infer the
necessity of combining freedom of inquiry with submission to sacerdotal
authority, as an adult son, whose education is completed, and whose
powers of reasoning are perfect, submits with deference to the instructions
of his father. He venerates his parent; he listens to his instructions;
he desires to submit to his judgment: but it is possible that the
parent may err; and there is a limit therefore to his deference. There is a
higher standard of action to the son, than even the authority of a parent;
that is, the laws of God, and the conclusions of his sober reason. So it
is with the Christian. The priest is his spiritual father. The baptized
and believing son is required by the united laws of God and man to
regard the instruction of his spiritual father with the utmost affection,
deference, and respect: but the scripture is his ultimate guide—tradition^
rightly received, its useful interpreter; sound criticism (of which the
reason, to which God uniformly appeals by sufficient evidence, must
judge,) is his assistant; and the inconveniences of the system, which
permits every Christian to receive or to reject, at the peril of his soul,
but with the approbation of his own conscience, the lessons of his priest
and teacher, are infinitely less than the inconveniences which have
resulted from the system which imputes to that priest the infallibility of
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heaven, and empowers him, at the same time, to enforce, with relentless
and merciless severity, the conclusions of a possible ignorance.

These things Foxe has done. These truths Foxe has taught. We
receive, therefore, his useful labours as a lesson of the experience of the
past; and we honour the writer of the Acts and Monuments, as one of
the benefactors of his countrymen. Yet the same measure that we
mete to others, we mete to him. No being, but One, that has borne the
human nature, is faultless. If we yield only a measured deference to
the priesthood of God himself, because we believe, from the invaluable
narratives of John Foxe, that that priesthood may err ; we inspect his
conduct also, and find there much which we are compelled to condemn.
Biography, to be rightly written, should be always penned on the same
plan as the biography of Scripture. Faults should be faithfully recorded
as well as excellences ; crimes as well as virtues. Errors should not be
extenuated with dishonourable apologies ; nor mistakes be absorbed in
indiscriminate eulogy. When we shall relate the troubles of Frankfort,
and the part which Foxe took in the miserable letting out of the waters
of puritanism, we shall find much severely to condemn. His opinions
on the liturgy and discipline of the episcopal church of England deserve
the reprobation of the lovers of our sacred Zion. But his talents,
learning, zeal, and usefulness,—his accuracy, labour, devotedness, and
disinterestedness, have been too much depreciated by those who decide
upon the value of his work by this criterion alone. The " views- of
church discipline," it is said, " which Foxe has adopted, and which it is
the tendency of his work to maintain," are declared by some of the
latest assailants of his literary excellences, to justify even a " personal
dislike"1 to it. I shall not endeavour to refute the sentiment. I can
only say, this is not the manner in which I am accustomed to appreciate
the labours of industrious and learned men. My own library abounds
with the works of papistical, puritanical, heretical, and orthodox writers ;
and I cannot agree with those wrho condemn the motives, the powers, and
the inquiries of useful and laborious writers, because they are compelled
to believe some of their opinions to be unworthy of their adherence.
There are undoubtedly some views of ecclesiastical discipline in the pages
of John Foxe which a churchman would neither wish to disseminate, nor
to sanction ; but the merits of his work may be acknowledged without
our approbation of every conclusion of its author, and without affirming
that the eight closely printed volumes of the present edition, or the
well-filled folios which our fathers loved to read, are immaculate and
faultless. Neither am I prepared to condemn either that noble spirit
of the love of truth which induces a protestant writer to condemn his
brother protestant, if he believes his statements to be erroneous, or his
conclusions incorrect; even when they garrison the same battlements,
wear the same armour, and contend against one common enemy. So

(I) I am quoting the very words of a publication to which I shall not more distinctly refer.



3 6 ULTRA-PROTESTANT SOMETIMES AN HONOURABLE EPITHET.

may it ever be—whether we are united or disunited—that we prefer
truth to peace,1 and principle to friendship ; but I could not comprehend
the grovelling criticism which detects the flaws in the magnificent pro-
portions of the temple, which Foxe has thus raised, if I did not remember
that God made the creeping thing, and saw that it was good, as well as
the archangel and the eagle. I must confess my astonishment when I
read the condemnation, which some have expressed, of the repub-
lication of this work. All, all, have persecuted, it is said, and therefore
all histories of persecution should be consigned to the same oblivion.
This would be true if all who had persecuted had rescinded the laws on
which such persecution was founded. It would be true, also, if any
reasoning could prove to us, that the withdrawal from the government
of the future, of any portion of the experience of the past, could be
useful to the student, or the Christian; the statesman, or the philoso-
pher. But whatever has thus been written, is written for our learning;
and it is really intolerable to mark the difference between the manly
spirit of our Christian fathers, who demonstrated their united hatred of
oppression, and love of truths by their undaunted heroism against the
cruelty of priestcraft.—and the more timid courtesy of their sons, who
deem it bigotry to remember suffering ; illiberality to prevent the
renewal of ancient injustice ; and intolerance to oppose the proscribers of
religious toleration. The word Protestant, which described the continental
impugners of the papal power, is not, it is true, admissible into the services
of our church ; but the term itself is legalized by our constitutional laws,
and continues to express the abhorrence, which the adherents of the
episcopal church of England are required, by their bounden duty to
God, and their solemn love to Christ, ever to maintain against the
errors, which began in the traditions of a remote antiquity, to pollute
the pure worship of the holy catholic church. We are required to be
even ashamed of the word " protestant." We are called upon to forget
the occasion of its origin, the object of its use, and the necessity of
some one expressive term to mark the line between the revival of ancient
truth, and the continuance of ancient error. We must hate the light,
lest we offend the darkness. We must court the tiger, and insult the
lamb. We must close our Bible, lest we offend the legend. Who are
these members of the holy catholic church of Christ, we may mournfully
inquire, who would forbid us to call to mind the endurance of the great
fight of afflictions, or to remember the ultra-protestant opponents of
Rome, of whom the world was not worthy ? I, for one, assume, as my
badge of dignity and honour, the epithet which these men would assign
to me as a term of contempt and disgrace. Those seem to deserve only
the name of traitors to truth, who would lower their standards to the
enemy in the very van of the battle, and bring alike both their piety

(1) This was, I believe, the only point on which I ever differed with my dear and invaluable friend,
H. J. Rose—the extent to which peace was to be preferred to truth, or truth to peace. Very useful
and precious were his conversations and counsels to me. May it please God that we meet again !
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and their learning into contempt, by blending them with the exploded
superstitions, and the benighted ignorance, which they too courteously
call pious opinions, ancient practices, and catholic observances. I could
weep over the uncatholic folly of those of my brethren who thus prosti-
tute their high talent, and deep devotion, to the regilding the statues of
the saints mediators, and to the apologizing for the purgatory, the invo-
cations, and the corruptions, which they are solemnly sworn not to uphold,
but to destroy. Surely such men would seem utterly to have mistaken
the mode by which union can be restored to the one true catholic church,
and the mode by which the wounds of the daughter of Zion may be
healed. As the sins of the soul cannot be forgiven even by the blood
of Christ, unless they be acknowledged, repented of, and forsaken ;
so also the errors of the church of Rome must be confessed by its
priesthood and its people, and be repented of, and forsaken, before
it can fulfil that high destiny to which its continued existence seems to
prove it will be possibly called. My heart's desire and prayer to God
for the church of Rome is, that it may enable us to be again united
in communion with its priesthood and its people, at the altar of our
common Lord. I believe that such communion will take place. I
hope that I have formed a plan of such union, which may be deemed
worthy the attention of the whole catholic church of Christ. / believe
that I can prove to Rome itself from its own accredited records,
that there is nothing in its laws, institutions, decrees, and doctrines,
which will prevent such a revision of the conclusions of the past, and
such embracing of the inferences from antiquity and scripture which its
episcopal sisters of England, America, and Scotland have adopted in
their creeds and canons, as will restore peace to the catholic church ; on
the basis of truth and Scripture, of antiquity and useful tradition, of
spiritual religion and sound reasoning. While I cannot comprehend those
men, who imagine that they may palliate the cruelty which decrees the
burning of a martyr, and condemn only the imperfections of the suffering
victim; while I have not deemed it right to exhibit to the world the
contention of one priest at the altars of the church of England with
others of his brethren, when such contention could be avoided; and
while I would willingly appear to be defeated in such contest, rather
than continue an incipient schism, provided that the doctrine of the
atonement be not withheld on any pretence whatever from the great
congregation of baptized Christians,1 I, with them, have but one object
in view—the reunion of the holy catholic church. They would lay the
basis of such reunion on the conciliation which not only tolerates, but
revives, exploded errors. They would unite again the body of sin and
death to the living body of the regenerated church. / would call, as
with the trump of God—" Awake ! thou that sleepest; and arise from
cc the dead ; and Christ shall give thee light. Shake thyself from the

(1) I refer to my not replying to some observations, on two charges delivered at Northallerton
against certain portions of the Oxford Tracts.
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" dust, church of Rome ! be ashamed of the blood-stained garment, and
" the sheathed, though still worn dagger—return to the Lord, and he
" will have mercy upon thee."—This seems to me to be the preferable
language. I would promote the union of Christians by speaking the
truth in love; not in words of studied softness and courteous flattery;
but by pointing out the manner in which the pontifical laws, the con-
ciliar conclusions, and the authorized enactments of the church of Rome
may be so retained, or so rescinded, that the now divorced bride may
be restored to the spiritual bridegroom. From the dead carcase of the
lion of history, I would extract the honey—union.1 From the long
detail of the past, I would endeavour to deduce some inferences which
may promote, when they are submitted to the catholic church,—harmony,
peace, and love.

Forgive me if I proceed yet further on this point. The times in
which we live seem to persuade me that the period has arrived in which
the efFort may be made to include within the church militant upon earth
all the souls whom Christ will receive into the church triumphant above.
What a picture is presented to us of the Christian world ! The men who
believe in the Christian revelation may be said to have now been perma-
nently crystallized, for three centuries, into three several antagonistical
masses, with their appendages of names, and sects, and parties. On one
side, is the church of Rome, with its Jansenists and Jesuits; its monks and
nuns ; its gradations of priesthood, and unchanging pretensions. There
is the presbyterian community, with its burghers and anti-burghers; and
after them, in England, in Scotland, and in America, as well as in all
quarters of the globe, trains of sects which it were, indeed, long to
enumerate. Between the two extremes, claiming the respect of the
people for its well deliberated adherence to antiquity, useful tradition,
and the earlier models of discipline, with the church of Rome; and no
less claiming the respect of the people for its adherence to the open
Scriptures, and to spiritual worship, with .the Christians of the presby-
terian and dissenting communions, are the episcopal churches of Scot-
land, England, and America, with their painful names of high church
and low church, evangelical and anti-evangelical, Calvinist and Armi-
nian, and many others, as useless as they are unmeaning. The infidel
stands by and laughs. The1 deist scorns them all, and imagines himself
to be more philosophical than others because he rejects revelation in
consequence of the follies of its friends. The conversion of the world
itself is suspended, when the several modes of worship, or systems of
opinion, adopted and taught by the missionaries who appeal to them,
are discovered to be disputed questions, and not acknowledged truths.
The union among Christians, which Christ prayed his Father might be
the common inheritance of his followers, is unknown ; and all is con-
fusion and hatred, where all should be order and affection.

What then is the principal cause of this strange disunion among the
(1) Judges xiv. 8, 9.
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believers in one God; the hopers in the same Saviour; the partakers of one
Spirit; the anticipators of one resurrection ; the aspirants after the same
immortality after death ; and the bearers of the same Christian name
before death ? The chief cause of the disunion among Christians is—
the assertion of, and the resistance to, the claim to supremacy over all
believers in the Christian revelation, on the part of the church of Rome.
The great controversy, therefore, between that^church and mankind,
must end in one of these alternatives—the claim must be withdrawn—
it must become obsolete—or, it must eventually conquer and resume its
authority.

I thought the alternative to which we must come might be advan-
tageously discussed in the course of a treatise which should include,
among other matters that ought to be deeply interesting, an inquiry
into the origin and consequences of that supremacy. I thought that, if
I could but speak the truth to Rome and its antagonists—to the churches
of Christ generally—and to all who are interested in the progress of the
improvement and the civilization, the liberties and the religion, of man-
kind, I should render a service to that great cause of peace and union
which our Saviour prayed to establish, and which must, therefore, sooner
or later, vanquish all resistance. I prayed earnestly to the God of
Christianity, that I might be animated with the Spirit of the First
Martyr, who would not curse his very murderers ; but who kneeled
down in his dying moments, and exclaimed—" Lord, lay not this sin to
their charge Γ I prayed that I might not speak a word of uselessly
indignant harshness, to exacerbate the pains of our existing divisions,
even when I was compelled to refer to the sad and painful details, which
our great martyrologist has depictured in his mournful and graphic
narratives. I desired to lay a peace-offering on the altar of the uni-
versal church, at the very time when intolerant expressions and harsh
declamations might be most expected from me. I am conscious that
I shall appear, by complying with the request that was made to me, to
be sanctioning the revival of many narratives which might well be con-
signed to oblivion, if they were not beacons to warn us against the
encouragement of principles which, I trust, will never be again de-
fended^ and of conduct which will never more be renewed. I remem-
bered the declaration of one of our eminent Divines—that the most
unchristian work in the world is a martyrology.1 Yet, I could not but
believe, that, if our hearts are taught to burn within us by contemplating
the histories of the martyrs for liberty, much more should they be filled
with admiration by the examples of the martyrs for truth. If the
resistance of the patriot to civil oppression has taught the civil governor
moderation and justice, the record of the resistance of the martyr to
religious persecution, should alike teach the ecclesiastical or civil ruler,
whether papal or protestant, — for all have used them, — that the

(1) History of the Rise and Progress of Christianity by Dr. Hinds, vol. ii. p. 271.
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faggot and the stake are not the proper arguments to convince, or to
persuade. Surely the hour is at hand, when the humble and unam-
bitious student of ecclesiastical history may point to the narratives of
martyrdoms, and to the general detail of all the transactions of the
church, and call upon every church and government which has hitherto
sanctioned the principles of intolerance and persecution; and even
upon the church of Rome itself, to take into consideration their
ancient codes of canonical and civil enactments; of conciliar decisions,
legislative decrees, and papal fiats. Before the long promised union
among Christians can take place, all kws which sanction or tolerate
persecution must be done away. If the practice will be no longer per-
mitted, the maxims upon which that practice was once defended must
be removed also. To this point, I believe, the world, by God's mercy,
is rapidly approaching. The world, and the universal church, are be-
ginning to be disgusted with the long story of enmities and follies, the
controversies and collisions, the hatreds and the jealousies, the accu-
sations and recriminations of the past. They sigh for peace and for
truth; for the ascendancy of religion and liberty; and for the union
of the two. They cannot hope for peace till there be more agreement
among the contending parties respecting truth; and they perceive that
truth cannot be elicited, while the freedom of the inquirer respecting
evidence is fettered by the compulsory enforcement of external com-
pliance with the conclusions and rituals of remoter centuries, which are
declared to be unalterable merely because they are ancient. They
would choose, for instance, the power of praying to God in public, in their
own language, rather than in the Latin tongue, if they were permitted
to declare their preference. They deplore the excesses and absurdities
into which the rejecters of institutions which were deemed burthensome
and intolerable, and of articles of faith which were deemed to be unne-
cessary or erroneous, had sometimes fallen, whether in France, England,
or elsewhere; and they prefer the permission to inquire, to the despotism
which speaks in the name of a spiritual society, and forbids inquiry :
but they long more than for freedom itself for that repose from per-
petual discussion, and theological agitation, which can be founded only
upon the union of authority, devoid of persecution, with liberty, devoid
of licentiousness. They seek the mutual agreement of liberty, dis-
cipline, and truth. Earnestly and passionately, but quietly and serenely,
and therefore, firmly and resolutely, the religious and the civilized por-
tion of mankind are desiring to possess, and they will, therefore, even-
tually resolve to possess, the results of the experience of the past. They
take no interest in abstract speculations. They abhor and despise angry
theological disputations. While they are instructed by every page of
ecclesiastical history to detest the abuses of ecclesiastical power, they
have been no less taught, by painful experience, to dislike piety without
discipline, and discipline without piety. They have begun to disregard,
alike, a church without religion, and religion without a church. They
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reject the piety which holds all discipline in contempt as an infringe-
ment upon liberty. They spurn the discipline which assumes the ne-
cessary existence of piety, merely because the external forms of religion
are regarded, or the routine of an ancient ritual observed. I believe,
too, that the time is rapidly approaching, when Deism will be regarded
in its true light, as the most unphilosophical of systems, in separating
God, from the providence, which governs reason by revelation. This state
of the general mind, among the civilized nations of the earth, I believe
to be the result of the more extended knowledge of the history of the
past; and I regard such proofs of civilization to be a demonstration
of the directing providence of God, which overrules all events to the
gradual but effectual amelioration of the human race. I wish, therefore,
so to look back upon the course in which the providence of God has
guided the believers in Christianity, as the universal church, up to this
hour, that the survey of the past may enable me to point out the
manner in which authority and toleration, peace and truth, may be
united; while error shall not escape censure, nor the teacher of error
escape reproof. I trust I am not theoretical, Utopian, nor romantic, in
thus believing, that the time is at hand when the whole subjects of
church authority, toleration, persecution, the possibility of union, and
the hope of religious peace will be reconsidered. If the hopes of the best
and the wisest who have ever lived upon earth be rightly founded—if the
tongues of prophets have spoken plainly—if the prayer of the Saviour of
man, before he completed his work of atonement on the cross, be ever
answered—if the blood of that great and mysterious atonement be not
shed in vain—if the progress of society; the discoveries of utility; in-
creasing knowledge ; and other tokens of the fulfilment of the prophecies
which declare the eventual establishment of more good than evil, more
peace than discord, among men, be rightly interpreted; we may hope
that the time is approaching, when, (all persecutions having ceased) minds,
and tongues, and pens, in every nation, shall not only be free, but that
their freedom shall be used to the promoting the glory of God; extending
the influence of true Christianity ; and advancing, in every form, the real
happiness of man. The hope that the curse may be thus partially rolled
away, even in the present world, is not, I trust, entirely visionary. The
believers in this hope are not merely to be pitied as fanciful or enthu-
siastic persons. They are worthy of attention, as the sober expectants
of a state of happiness which is suited to the greatness of man ; and
which they might afiirm to be one object, at least, of the dispensations
of God to his creatures. Whether this state of earthly felicity shall, or
shall not, ever be, it is our bounden duty to endeavour to promote its
establishment. We are all required to abhor persecution ; to love
truth ; to study union ; to speak peace; and to use rightly the freedom
of unimbittered and unimbittering discussion. Thinking thus, that it
was possible I might be, in some slight degree, useful to the church, and
to the world, if I attempted, in this spirit of the love of truth and charity,
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to write a Preface to this New Edition of the labours of our great mar-
tyrologist, I resolved to comply with the request of my friend; " to bate
no jot of heart or hope ; but still bear up, and steer right onward," till I
have completed the work in which I have made such progress. I aim at
the union of Christians alone. I write neither for advancement, for
money, nor applause. I neither wish nor fear the favour nor the hate of
any human being. Those have gone before me to the unseen world,
whose censure I deprecated, or whose approbation I valued. I desire to
speak the truth in love, and thus to promote harmony and union among
Christians : and then, when I have done so, whatever be the result of my
humble labours, I shall pray that I may die in peace.

I would not use this language if I were now writing to you as to one
of the public only. I am writing to a friend to whom I am bound to
make some explanation of the causes of the delay of the fulfilment of a
promise. The publishers of this book are not to be condemned. I alone
am to be blamed. They obliged me by pausing before the publishing
of this volume, that I might complete the Preface according to the pledge
which was made for me. It has, however, become a large work, which
must be given to the world at my leisure. It cannot be hurried. In
the meantime, the gentleman, a graduate clergyman of Oxford, to whom
I had committed (in consequence of the severe labour I have voluntarily
undertaken,) the charge of preparing for me, and with me, the materials
of the following pages, has aided me in submitting the following Preface
to the subscribers. What is now given to them, was intended, originally,
to be only the Second Part. It comprises the Life of Foxe, and the
defence of his labours from his assailants. It fulfils my own pledge.
As I must be responsible for the success or failure of the Essay, and as
I am assured that, whatever be the manner in which my task is fulfilled,
I must anticipate more than usual severity, I withhold the name of my
coadjutor from you for the present, that while he may be assured he shall
not lose the laurel if it be awarded to him, he shall not suffer from the hands
that, for a time, withhold it. I only now add, that I shall rejoice when
this portion of my labour is finished ; for I long to devote my leisure to
the completion of a task, which makes business a weariness, society a
burthen, and solitude a heaven. The numerous friends who have read
various portions of my MSS. encourage me with the assurance that I shall
be useful. With the hope that I shall be so, I persevere. Farewell,
iny friend. Forgive me that I have detained you so long; and believe
me to be, affectionately and faithfully,

Yours ̂
GEORGE TOWNSEND.
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JOHN FOXE, the author of the Acts and Monuments of the Church
(the last book which was commanded by the sovereign, sanctioned by
the bishops, and authorized by a canon of the Anglican Convocation, to
be placed in our churches) ;l the most influential preventer of the revival
of the papal supremacy over England; one of the most elegant Latin
scholars, and irreproachable men of his age,—was born at Boston, in
Lincolnshire, in 1517, the year in which Luther published his Theses
against the church of Rome. His principal biographer is his son.; and
though many interesting circumstances of his more active life, after he
left the University, are to be derived, as we shall see, from various
sources; it is impossible, at the distance of three centuries, to collect
any information respecting his early years, but that which his son has
recorded. In the Preface to the Reader, prefixed to his account of his
Father, his son informs us, that " he had been solicited by many persons
to gratify posterity with a history of his father's life, which he had
written thirty years before." He had, however, continually " to refuse
to publish it; and he should have persevered in doing so, if he had
not perceived that many who were mere strangers, and utterly ignorant
of his conversation, had presumed to write his life."" The deficiencies
and inaccuracies of these unauthenticated publications, induced him
" to preserve his memory from wrong, and to place it in its true and
proper light." " The importunity of both those who admired, and those
who disapproved, also, of his father's opinions and conduct, were addi-
tional reasons," he informs us, " for writing;" and he trusts, " that his
narrative may be regarded as free from the suspicion of intentional false-
hood or partiality, though it was compiled by a son." He had written it

(1) The last discussion on this point is in the Church of England Quarterly Review, No. XL. April,
1S40.
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originally α for his own private satisfaction; and it was now given to the
world because it was deemed worthy of publication by others rather than
by himself."1 None of the spurious works, to which Mr. Foxe here
alludes, are known, I believe, to exist at present; and we must conse-
quently be contented with a few brief notices of his early life, till he was
expelled the University of Oxford for heresy, as they are related in the
memoir by his son.2

The parents of John Foxe were of respectable rank in the town of
Boston, in Lincolnshire, " well reputed of, and of good estate." His
father, not being a native of that town, suffered greatly from its extreme
humidity, and died while his son was very young. His mother soon
married again. The childhood of Foxe was distinguished by his great
love of reading. His father-in-law afforded him every encouragement to
persevere in his studies; and probably expected that he would become
an ornament to the church in its unreformed state, for he was himself a
rigid Romanist, and educated Foxe, in the strictest manner, in the
established principles and errors. His resources were not ample; and
John Foxe seems to have been sent to Oxford at the age of sixteen
(A.D. 1538), by friends who approved his "good inclinations and
towardness to learning." He was entered at Brazennose ; and Alexander
Nowell, then aged twenty-two, afterwards dean of St. Paul's, was
appointed, according to the custom which then prevailed among the
poorer students, to be his chamber-fellow and companion. Their tutor
was Mr. Hawarden, one of the fellows of the college.

No other certain events are related of Foxe from the year 1545, being
a period of twelve years, than that he took his Bachelor's Degree in
1538, and his Master's Degree in 1543 ; that he was elected fellow of
Magdalen in this latter year; and was expelled for heresy from Magdalen
in 1545. The life of Foxe must be unavoidably deficient in interest,
when compared with those of other eminent reformers. Luther and
Wycliffe took part in the councils of princes, and were involved in the
collisions of courts and senates. Cranmer and Ridley were martyrs, and
perished, " for the truth's sake," by the noblest death. Foxe was a
retired student in his youth; the tutor only of a family in his early
manhood ; the assistant to a foreign printer in his more mature years ;
and a secluded clergyman in his more advanced age. No life seems to
promise less gratification to a lover of biography from its commencement
to its conclusion. Its principal interest will be found to arise from con-
templating the effects of the circumstances and changes of the age in
which he lived on an amiable, a gentle, and conscientious mind. He
began life, we must believe, as a decided Romanist. His early bias,
before he could discern between the truth and falsehood of the propo-
sitions which were discussed in the great controversy in which he

(1) Quorum importunitate consensi in opus emittendum initio non alio destinatum, quam ut ima-
ginem patera» consuetudinis apud me servarem, et nunc in tanta hominis fama, aliorum magis
opinione, quam judicio meo necessarium.—Ad Lector em.

(2) In addition to the memoir, however, I have by me the Biographia Britannica, Chalmers' History
of Oxford, Camden's Britannia, and ten or twelve others, as books of reference, which I do not quote.
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took eventually so prominent a part, must have been the same as those
of his kindred and early preceptors. The few brief notices of his life,
prior to his expulsion from Magdalen, relate to the change from
Romanism to Anglicanism—from the errors of the catholic church, to
the truths of the catholic church.

Alexander Nowell, his chamber-fellow, continued an undergraduate at
Brazennose thirteen years. The first degree was not then, as at present,
so uniformly, or so generally taken, at the termination of the fourth year
of residence in college. The student became a member of the Univer-
sity at an earlier age; and remained, very often, many years an under-
graduate before he solicited a degree. This suspension of graduateship
did not, however, imply inferiority. It proceeded from diffidence, from
convenience, from attention, perhaps, to other studies than those in
which proficiency was required for a degree. Nowell, at the age of
twenty, seven years after he was admitted as a student at Brazennose, was
a public reader of logic in the University.1 Nowell left Oxford in
1543, to become second master of Westminster School, where he,
instructed his pupils in the ancient principles of the true catholic faith,
as they were cleared from the papal errors, which had so long been
blended with and disfigured them. We may justly infer, therefore,
that as Nowell was ten years older than Foxe, learned as a logician,
devoted to study, distinguished for his genius, industry, and kindness,
he would possess great influence over the mind of his more youthful
companion. They would discuss freely all the controversies of the
time. Nowell was already favourably disposed to the changes which
were commencing; and it is generally supposed that he must have
materially biassed the mind of Foxe to the conclusions which he after-
wards adopted. I do not believe that the influence of Nowell pro-
ceeded to this extent. It seems to me to be more probable, that, as
Foxe, at the commencement of his chamber-fellowship with Nowell, was
a decided Romanist, the chief advantage which the young student
derived from his senior, was the power and the habit of thinking more
freely, and inquiring more impartially, than he would have been per-
mitted to do by the zealous partisans of the long-established errors.
I infer this from the two facts which are recorded by the biographers of
Nowell and Foxe. Nowell left the university in the year 1548, to teach
protestantism; or the purer Catholicism of antiquity, at Westminster.
Foxe was admitted a fellow of Magdalen in that very year; and as he
was expelled, two years after, from that society, on account of his sup-
posed heresy, I conclude that he was made a fellow because of his
supposed orthodoxy; and that the great change in his opinions, which
his son relates, took place between the departure of Nowell from Oxford,
and his own expulsion. I am confirmed in this belief, by considering
the peculiar circumstances under which he was received into the society

(1) See Churton's Life of Nowell, 1809. Nowell taught logic from the work of Rodolphus Agricola,
one of the most learned men of the fifteenth century. Erasmus greatly exalts his character, learning,
and abilities.—Watt's Bibiiotheca Britanniea, Art. Agricola Rodolphus.
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of Magdalen. His election gave great offence to the students of that
college. They considered themselves aggrieved by the introduction of
a stranger. They regarded the preferments of the college as belonging
to those who were brought up on the foundation. It is true, that this
repugnance to the admission of Foxe among them was greatly softened,
by their observance of his patience, kindness, and humility. These
overcame their antipathy; and gained, not only their esteem and appro-
bation, but their admiration and their love. Yet we may be assured
that a conviction of his continued attachment to Romanism was added
to all these good qualities. They never would have consented to the
intrusion of a stranger, whom they expelled two years after on the plea of
heresy, if they had not believed that he was attached to the opinions they
had themselves preferred. I consider, therefore, that the great value of
NowelFs intimacy with John Foxe consisted in teaching him to reason;
in guiding his studies, and imbuing him with that mental energy
which is the foundation of all decision of character. Both were pious,
zealous, and learned; and their friendship, whether at Oxford, in their
common exile on the Continent, or on their return to England, continued
through life.

But whatever may have been the influence of Nowell on the mind of
Foxe, the events of the period which elapsed between his admission into
Brazennose, 1532, and his election, ten years after, to his fellowship at
Magdalen, unavoidably compelled him to consider deeply and anxiously
the great controversy which was convulsing both the Continent and
England, as it still continues to do. In these calm and halcyon days,
when every man who desires to know the truth, and to live a peaceful
life in all godliness and honesty, may live securely, none daring to make
him afraid—when toleration has become an unquestioned privilege to
the lowliest and the meanest; and one of the principal dangers which
agitates society arises from the perversion, and not from the permission
of freedom of opinion—we, in these days, can form but a very inadequate
notion of the excitement and misery of the time when the mind was
compelled, by the incessant restlessness of the most unwearied and fiery
discussions, to examine and to decide for itself, at the risk of the burning
of the body, either for papistry, or for protestantism. No language can
fully describe the anxious misery of the conscientious yet prudent
Christian, who desired to arrive at conclusions which were right in
religion, that the soul be saved; and at conclusions which should be
right also, in law, that the body be not burnt. Even the most careless
and indifferent to religion were no less harassed. The church and the
king of one year, opposed the church and the king of the year following.
The holy Scriptures had been withheld, by severe decrees, from the
people, for many years. To desire their perusal had long been considered
a proof of heresy. Within the thirty-six years, however, preceding
his taking his bachelor's degree by John Foxe, no less than five hun-
dred and sixty-eight editions of the whole, or various parts of the Bible
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had been printed in Hebrew and Latin; and also in English, German,
French, Spanish, and other European languages.1 England always sym-
pathises with the Continent, even where it does not follow its example.
The learned men at Oxford must have become, more than they had yet
been, students of the Bible, from the general attention which was now
everywhere paid to the sacred volume; even if they had not been forced
to become so by the enactments of the public law, and by the numerous
translations in their own language which were now constantly issuing
from the press. In 1533, the king was declared to be the head of the
church; and Cranmer was elevated to the see of Canterbury. The
convocation of Canterbury petitioned that the Bible be again translated.
Translations of various parts of the Scriptures were constantly made
and circulated by private persons.2 There was a general thirst for the
streams of the waters of life. In 1535, Coverdale's Bible was com-
pleted ; and in the following year a royal injunction was issued to the
whole clergy of the realm to provide a Bible in each church, and to lay
the same in the quire, that all might hear and read. Another translation,
Matthews's Bible, was printed abroad, and circulated in England, the
editor of which, Rogers of Lancashire, was burnt by Mary.3 In 1588,
another proclamation was published, commanding the clergy to provide
Bibles in all churches, and directing them to read the royal permission,
that the people should hear and read i t ; and " wonderful," says Strype,
α was the joy with which this book of God was received by both the
learned, the lovers of the reformation, and by the vulgar. Children
flocked to hear it read, though, in some instances, the hatred to the
Scriptures, or the love of the long-established errors, induced their
parents to punish them with merciless severity."4 The light was struggling
with the darkness. Many - of the clergy exerted their apostolical
authority to prevent the royal injunctions from being carried into effect.
Parsons, vicars, and curates,5 read the Bible so that none should under-
stand it. They bade their parishioners, too (no doubt conscientiously—
for the novelty, because it was novelty, seemed to be heresy), to live as
their fathers did ; for the old fashion was the best. Cranmers Bible,
and Taverner's Bible, were published in November, 1539. An attempt
was made to limit the number of translations ; but in the following year6

another royal proclamation enforced the former ; and even this was con-
firmed by another in the year ensuing.7 These proclamations were
partially, sullenly, and reluctantly obeyed by many of the bishops and
clergy. The immediate effect of the new indulgence appeared to justify
all the evil predictions of the enemies of the scriptural knowledge of the
common people. Faction and party spirit were affirmed to be increased
by the new knowledge. The common people disputed in taverns and
alehouses. They bandied about the words papist and heretic; as they

(1) See Townley's Biblical Literature, vol. ii. p. 470. (2) Townley, vol. ii. p. 393.
(3) February 4th, 1555. (4) Townley, vol. ii. p. 400.
(5) Strype's Memorials of Cranmer, vol. i. b. i. chap. 18.
(6) May, 1540. (7) May, 1541.
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will ever do, till the usurpers of dominion over conscience by authority
alone, cease to withhold the Scriptures, and until the people themselves
conform to the instructions of Scripture. In the year 1542, the chief
bishop of the Anglican church requested his brother bishops, in full con-
vocation, to revise the translation in use. One of them, Gardiner of
Winchester, proposed to render the version obscure by retaining a cer-
tain number of untranslated words ; and Cranmer united with the king
in referring the decision to the universities. To this the bishops objected,
because young men, the junior masters of arts (among whom must be
reckoned Nowell and Foxe), whose judgments they said were not to be
relied on, decided on the questions submitted to them. And yet, after
all these efforts to give the free use of the Scriptures to the people, the
Romish party so prevailed in the parliament which met at the commence-
ment of 1543—the year in which Foxe was elected fellow of Magdalen—
that an act was passed, ordering, " that all manner of books of the Old and
New Testament in English, of Tyndale's translation, should be utterly
abolished, extinguished, and forbidden to be kept and used." Other
translations might be kept, provided the annotations or preambles were
cut out. None were to read the Bible in the churches without a license.
All, of any rank, from the chancellor to the merchant, might read the
Bible : but no women, except noblewomen and gentlewomen ; nor arti-
ficers, prentices, journeymen, nor labourers. If they did so, they were to
recant for the first offence ; bear a faggot for the second; and be burnt
for the third. Such were the variations in legislation within these ten
years, respecting the Scriptures. But the waters had broken forth, and
were streaming in the desert; and though in the last year of the reign of
Henry, Coverdale's Bible, as well as Tyndale's, was prohibited, and the
zeal of the king for the reformation declined, and the power of the
enemies of the free use of the Scriptures increased, we may justly doubt
whether any enactment of the crown and convocation united would have
now wrested the book of God from the people. The prohibition that
neither women, mechanics, nor peasants, should read the Scriptures, was
framed in the very papal temper which is most opposed to the design of
the Giver of revelation. There is no sex in souls, that women should be
excluded from the waters of life; and the gospel of God is preached,
and the Scriptures of God are granted, more especially to the poorest,
the vilest, the meanest, most ignorant, and the most abject, to comfort
them in their sorrows, and to direct them to a better state. Revelation
appeals to the hearts of the poor, rather than to the heads of the rich.
To the poor, more than to the rich, the gospel was always preached. The
Creator esteems the soul of the poor mechanic and the lowly peasant to
be of the same value as the soul of the monarch and of the bishop, of the
emperor and of the pope ; and we who affirm the undoubted privilege of
the humblest to possess the volume of God's truth, are the true friends
of the catholic church, and of the souls of men. All are equal before
God, and he gives the same bread of life for their souls, as he gives




